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work such as is now proposed, we think unnecessary. With the
success of other publications of the 'same class before us, we feel
sbundant encouragement to proceed in our undertaking.

A leading object of the Jovr~aL will be to furnish a record of
Jacts, embracing whatever information the most diligent inquiry can
procure, regarding the past and present state of education, in the
United States, and in foreign countries. An opportunity will thus
be afforded for a fair comparison of the merits of various systems
of instruction. The resuits of actual experiment will be presented;
and the causes of failure, as well as of success, may thus be satis-
factorily traced, and be made to suggest valuable improvements.

The conductors of the JotrsaL will make it their constant en-
deavor to aid in diffusing enlarged and liberal riews of education.
Nothing, it seems to us, has had more influence in retarding the
progress of improvement in the science of instruction. than narrow
and partial views of what education should be expected to produce.
Intellectual attainments have been too exclusively the object of
attention. It is too common a thing to consider a man well educat-
ed, if he has made a proper use of the common facilities for the
acquisition of learning; though the result may have been obtained
at the expense of his health, and with much neglect of that moral
culture which is the surest foundation of happiness. In many
plans of education, which are in other respects excellent, the fact
seems to have been overlooked that man poasesses an animal, and
@ moral, as well as an intellectual constitution. Hence the total
neglect of the requisite provisions for the developement of the cor-
poreal system, and the confirmation and improvement of health,
the only foundation of mental as well as of bodily power. The
moral department of education has too commonly been restricted
to an occasional word of parental approbation or reproof: or, at
the best, to efforts limited by the sphere of domestic life. The
natural consequence of the restrictions tbus unjustly laid on educa-
tion, is, that we often find, in the same individual, a learned head,
but a debilitated body, and a neglected heart. Education should,
we think, be regarded as the means of fitting man for the dis-
charge of all his duties: it should produce vigorous and hardy
bodies, trained to powerful action, and inured to privation and fa-



4 PROSPECTUS.

rather than a recommendation. But explanatory, practical instruc-
tion, under whatéver name it may appear, we shall be happy at all
times to aid with our best exertions.

As our pages are to be devoted to the cause of education,
throughout our country, an earnest and cordial invitation is given
to persons in every quarter, who take an interest in our labors, to
assist us by the communication of useful and interesting matter.

%% Since publishing our prospectus, and taking a nearer view of
our undertaking, we have felt that it will be necessary to allow our-
selves more space. It will be impossible for us to do justice to our
subject, without introducing a greater number and variety of topics,
than we anticipated. We propose, therefore, that each number
shall contain sixty-four instead of forty-eight pages: the price to
be four dollars a year. For the difference of price, arising from
this circumstance, our readers will, we hope, find themselves am-
ply compensated in the additional quantity of interesting matter
with which they will be furnished.

The change of our title will not, we hope, be viewed as an ambi-
tious assumption. It was suggested by our desire to avoid any im-
pression that our work is local in its character or design. We
wish to subserve the cause of education, not in our state or country
merely, but throughout the continent.
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16 INFANT SCHOOLS.

count whatever break a promise; for experience has taught me that
most children have good memories; and if you once promise a thing
and do not perform it, they will pay very little attention to what you
say afterwards. Children are such excellent imitators that I have
found they will not only imitate the conduct, but even the voice and
expression of the countenance.” pp. 148—151.

¢ Mr. Wilderspin shall now inform us in what manner he drills his
little regiment. —

“On opening the school, I cause all the children to stand up, at
a word of command, in an orderly manner; after which they all
kneel down, when one of them repeats a short prayer, and concludes
with the Lord’s prayer, the others repeating it alter him, similar to
a congregation in a place of worship. After which the boy whe
repeated the prayer gives out a hymn, and the children all sing it.
It is pleasing to see how the little creatures will try to sing and keep
time: indeed, children generally seem to be very fond of singing,
and therefore we teach the little children to sing the alphabet to a
tune, which they do extremely well, as well as the pence and multi-
plication tables, which they soon learn. The hymn being conclud-
ed, they then commence their lessons, which they do in the follow-
ing order.

The school is divided into classes: there are two monitors ap-
pointed to each class; tins are fixed round the school, with cards in
them, the same as are used in national schools; one of the monitors
then takes the children up to the cards one at a time, the other
moniter keeping the class in order while the lessons are going on.
When the monitor who first began has finished half the class, the
other one succeeds him, and teaches the remainder; the former
monitor taking his place, so that the monitors share the work equal-
ly between them.

There is also a general monitor, whose business is to walk
round the school, and see that the other monitors do their duty, and
put the children’s fingers to every letter or word, according to what
they are learning. In this manner they go on until every child in
the school has said one lesson.” pp. 16—18.

¢It is no part, however, of Mr. Wilderspin's plan ¢ to make Jack
a dull boy,” by an overstrained attention and premature mental
growth in early life. The following remarks are really very philo-
sophical as well as humane; and we recommend them to the atten-
tion of those admirers of precocious intellect, who are quite con-
tent to see a child languishing for want of air, exercise, and free-
dom, a prey to rickets and mesenteric affections, provided that in
proportion as its limbs shrink its brain-pan expands; that it com-
pensates by a sickly cerebral developement for an emaciated body;
by a forward and flippant tongue for inactive muscles and the equal
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION. 21

sition, or whose corporeal system—or any two of these only, were
educated? | His\ head might be, furnished, and his heart well dispos-
ed, but he would still need a hand to execute.

Half the literary men of our country have suffered, and are now
suffering, from inattention to those intervals of corporeal exercise
and mental recreation, without which, no human being devoted to
intellectual pursuits, has any right to expect the privileges and im-
munities of health. But a brighter day begins to dawn on our pros- |
pects. The value of physical culture is now admitted by all
who bave acquired correct views of education; and the practice of
various gymnastic seminaries is now demonstrating anew the na-
tural and intimate relations and dependence of the three grand divi-
sions of education, and teaching us that the preservation and improve-
ment of the animal system, must constitute the basis of every
plan of education, which is capable of meliorating the condition of
our race. For a long and dark period, as it respects education,
the gymnastic science and art existed only in the writings of a
few authors whose works produced no impression on the public mind.

The first gymnastic school which appeared in Europe, since the
decline of the Roman empire, was that of Mr. Saltzmann, in Saxo-
oy, in 1786. Since this period, gymnasia have been established
in Sweden, Denmark, Russia, Germany, Switzerland, Spain, and
France. It was in Denmark that gymnastic exercises were first
considered in a national point of view; and in 1803, the number of
these establishments in that country, had already amounted to four-
teen, to which three thousand young men resorted; since this time
the government have issued an order for allotting a space of two
bundred square yards to every public school, for the purpose of
gymnastic exercises. In 1810, the gymnastic institution of Berlin
was placed under the direction of M. Jahn, through whose zeal and
perseverance a taste for manly sports has been widely diffused over
Germany.

Captain Clias is professor of gymnastics in Berne: he has super-
intended the physical education of two thousand pupils, no one of
whom ever experienced the slightest accident. Very recently the
Russian government have directed gymnastic exercises to be intro-
duced into every school in the kingdom, as forming an essential
part of education. The teachers of this system, in various parts of
Europe, have at length reduced to practice, and confirmed by the
most perfect success, the beautiful theories, long since conceived
by the best enlightened and most benevolent individuals.

These institutions not only do every thing requisite for the body,
but they also furnish indirectly, and not very indirectly ncither, im-
mense and indispensable aids to the understanding and the heart.
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44 REVIEWS.

letters are reviving with liberty ; and among many of the uncivili-
sed tribes of/thé\world, whose children are learning to throw aside -
the savage, and attach themselves to books and arts. By this great
and growing attention to the subject, is evinced the universal per-
suasion that education is to form the strength and hope of the fu-
ture ; and thus the way is preparing, we devoutly trust, for the day,
when the physical force of the nations shall be subject to the intel-
lectual, and the affairs of men be ruled by appeal to reason rather
than to arms. ’

The share which the pulpit is to have in effecting the improve-
ments which we anticipate, cannot be small ; and we have been
rejoiced to find, in every quarter, a disposition among the preach-
ers of religion to give their effective aid. And this not only
indirectly, by their influence on the general standard and tone of
morals, but directly, by express discussion of the subject and by
applying the authority and principles of our faith to this particular
object. We do not see, indeed, a good reason why any topic-con-
nected with the character and improvement of man, upon which it
i8 necessary that public opinion be rightly guided and healthy,
should not be distinctly urged from the desk, for the purpose of in-
fluencing and directing that public opinion. We should suppose,
that the wider the range of topics the preacher ¢ould bring into con-
nection with the truths and sanctions of revelation, the more wide-
ly would he be able to extend the authority of that revelation, and
cause the leaven of its principles to be diffused throughout the
whole texture and nmass of human concerns.

We should be glad to meet frequent examples of as sensible and
powerful exposition of this important subject, as are presented in
the discourses before us. Mr. Greenwood, in his usual plain, but
beautiful and energetic simplicity, and with a happy adaptation of
his text, insists that education should be extended to all classes,
that it should be a religious education, and that the consequences
would be incalculably beneficial, alike to the individuals and to the
community. Isaiah liv. 3. ¢ ALL thy children shall be TAvGHT oF
THE Lorp ; and Greart shall be the PEaCE of thy children.” Under
the first head, he argues the equal right of every individual to re-
ceive the highest cultivation which his circumstances in life may
allow, and puts down with indignation the notion that any class of
rational beings is born to a merely physical existence and perpetual
servitude. ¢ A more selfish, pernicious, disgraceful principle, in
whatever terms it may be muffled up, never insulted human nature,
nor degraded human society. It is the leading principle of despot-
ism, the worst feature of aristocracy, and a profane contradiction
of that indubitable Word, which has pronounced all men to be
brethren, and, in every thing which relates to their common nature,
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48 REVIEWS.

love right, to hate wrong, and to seek each other's welfare, as the children of one
common parent ; that they control the baleful pessions of the human heart, and
thus make men proficients in'the science of self government ; and finally, that they
teach him to aspire after conformity to a Beiog of infinite holiness, and fill him with
hopes infinitely more purifying, more exalting, more suited to his nature than any
other, which this world has ever known ; are facts incontrovertiblc as the laws
of philorophy, or the demonstrations of mathematics. Evidence in support of all
this can be brought from every age in the history of man, since there has been a
revelation from God on earth. We see the proof of it every where around us.
There is scarcely a neighborhood in our country where the Bible is circulated, in
which we cannot point you to a very considerable portion of its population, whom
its truths bave reclaimed from the practice of vice, and-taught the practice of
whatsoever things are pure and honest and just and of good report.

¢ That this distinctive and peculiar effect is produced upon every man to whom
the goepel is aunounced, we pretend not to afirm. But we do affirm, that besides
producing this epecial renovation to which we have alluded, upon a part, itina
wost remarkable degree elevates the tone of moral feeling throughout the whole
of a community. Wherever the Bible is freely circulated, and its doctrines car-
ried home to the understandings of men, the aspect of society is altered ; the fre-
quency of crime is diminished ; men begin to love justice, and to administer it by
law ; and a virtuous public opinion, that strongest safeguard of right, spreads over
a nation the shicld of its invisible protection.

¢ To sum up in a few words what has been said. If we would see the founda-
tions laid broadly and deeply, on which the fabric of this country’s liberties
shall rost to the remotest generations ; if we would see her carry forward the work
of political reformation, and rise the bright and morning star of frcedom over a
benighted world ; Ictus elevate the intellectual and moral character of every
cluss of our citizens, and specially let us imbue them thoroughly with the principles
of the gospel of Jesus Christ.’

We would cite, had we room for it, the finc passage which illus-

» trates the intellectual influence of the scriptures. But we must be

satisfied with a single paragraph of the peroration.

“When [ reflect that some of you who now hear me will see fifty millions of souls
enrolled on the census of these United States ; when I think how small a propor-
tion our preseat efforts bear to the pressing wants of this mighty population, and

" liow soon the period in wlhich those wants can be supplied will have forever elaps-
ed; when morcover | reflect how the happiness of wnan is interwoven with the des-

tinies of this country ;—I want language to express my conceptions of theimpor-
tance of (he subject; and yct I am aware that those corceptions fall far short of
the plain, uavarnished truth. When 1look forward over the long tract of coming
ages, the dim shadows of uobhorn nations pass in solemn review before me, und

"cach, by every sympathy which binds together the whole brotherhood of man,

implores this country to fulfil that destiny to which she has been summoned by an

allywise Providence, and save a sinking world from temporal misery and etermal
death.’

One cannot be unimpressed with statcments which arc thus made,
of the prospect before us, and the advancement of the human race,
cspecially on this continent. It is not easy to exaggerate on this
subject, or to speak in toncs of too great confidence or of too sol-
emn warning. ¢ The progress of America is no longer problematical.
She musT continue, for centuries to come, to advance with giant
steps in the career of improvement.” ¢She is marked out as the



50 REVIEWS.

the general feeling, and thoroughly imbue with it the public senti-
ment. Let those, whoare forming,the minds and hearts of the
young be persuaded to esteem this their great care. The education
of the people, of their minds, affections, and wills—the formation
of their intellectual, moral, and religious principles and habits—is
that upon which depends, under God, the very existence of our in-
stitutions, and the certainty that any of the promises of the future,
will not be utterly disappointed. And we shall think ourselves
abundantly recompensed for the toils of our present undertaking,
if we shall be able to aid in giving a right direction to the inquiries
and experiments which are now so extensively making on this most
important subject.

.Momlonal Instruction. An Address pronounced at the opening of the
ew-York High-School ; with notes and illustrations. By John
Gnocom New-York, 1825. 12mo. pp. 216.

Tue preface to this address contains the following information.
¢ The fund, by which that ground was purchased, and the editice
erected, was raised by a scrip stock, in shares.of one hundred dol-
lars; and for the purpose of more general accommodation, these
were each divided into shares of twenty-five dollars, the subscribers
having the privilege, in preference to others, of introducing their
children and wards. A charter was granted by the Legislature, and
the concerns of the school are under the direction of a board of
trustees chosen annually by the stockholders.’

Dr. Griscom’s book is one of the most valuable works on prima-
ry and preparatory education, that has been published in this coun-
try. It is of a very unassuming character; it is plain and practical
throughout, and embodies more useful information on the subject of
-ﬂmctlon, than is to be found in any single volume with which we
are'acquainted. It is precisely such a work as the spirit of our
LB eems to require. It bespeaks a mind zealously devoted to

ducation, but not led away by fanciful theories; ardent in the de-
sire of improvement, but strictly regulated by the known results of
actual experiment. We think it a circumstance of congratula-
tion with every friend to the progress of education, and with every
intelligent parent in New-York, that the superintendence of instruc-
tion, in that city, is committed to an individual so peculiarly quali-
fied for the charge.

The address opens with appropriate introductory and general
remarks, and then proceeds to a brief, but comprehensive view, of
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and combined with such interesting topographical sketches as
might serve \for, rallying - points to the hstorical narrative. Local
feelings of an exclusive character are to be deprecated; but local
feelings of the proper kind must, after all, be the germ of patriot-
ism. The true patriotic spirit is but an expansion of the feelings,
with which the virtuous ever regard the place of their birth and
education.
~ 'The work before us is liable to the objection which we have ex-
pressed at the beginning of this article. Being designed for school
use, it has been limited to the common size of school-books. The
history of the United States is a subject too extensive for such limits;
and the consequence is, that when, by a judicious arrangement,
the youth of New-York might have been furnished with a full his-
tory of their native state or city, they are presented with a mere
outline of the history of the whole country.

The chief objection, however, which we make to this work is
its brevity. In other respects the book is well-arranged and well-
written. Better that young persons should have the knowledge it
contains, than none ; but better still that the labors of the writer
should be employed on a satisfactory historical account of the state
or of the city of New-York,—a work which would be highly useful,
and, we think, no less acceptable.

INTELLIGENCE.

ACADEMY OF EDUCATION IN FRANCE.

Ix France, the training of teachers has been considered as baving so
essential a connection with the progress of education as to have engaged
a considerable number of the most enlightened and philantbropic gen-
tlemen of the capital, to form a society for the express purpose of ad-
vancing the art of teaching. It title is *La Societé pour le perfec-
tionnement des methodes d’enseigment.” At a general meeting of
this society held the 5th of March, 1822, several discourses were made
illustrating the objects of the association. and enforcing their impor-
tance. The following extract from one of these discourses, gives us
‘an account of the origin of the society.

¢ Most of the founders of this society belong to anotber, which it
would be unbecoming on this occasion to eulogise, since a great num-
ber amongst you are in its ranks. 1shall only remark, that the ‘Socie
Jor Elementary Instruction,’ has restored to France the method ‘of mu-
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS,

DESIGNED FOR THE PURPOSES OF EDUCATION.

Hints To Panexrs: in two parts. Part L——On the cultivation of
children. Part Il.—Exercises for exciting the attention, and strength-
ening the thinking powers of children, in the spirit of Pestalozzi’s
method. Reprinted, Salem, 1825. 12mo. pp. 72.

The idea with which this little work sets out, cannot be too often ateds
¢ From an early domestic developement of RAND, BEAD, and HEART, the hap-
piest results may be expected.’— This book is a manual which may be very ser-
viceable to mothers, if they attend properly to one suggestinn of the work itself :
¢ It is the sPIR1T and not the leffer, of the system here recommended, at which
the pareat should aim.’ .

The American Instructer, calculated to succeed the English and
other spelling-books: Containing a Selection of the principal part of
the Words in common use, divided, accented, defined, and their pro-
nunciation accurately pointed out,—adapted to the orthography and
pronunciation of Walker: Interspersed with instructive and entertain-
ing Reading Lessons. To which is added a comprehensive Abridg-
ment of English Grammar. By Rensselaer Bentley. Troy, 1825.
pp- 238.

This vol if kept in its ace, may be a useful school-book. Its
value, how:?e?, mus:P(t!ependpml})l on its bzing made the introduction to a
larger dictionary, a wider range of reading leasons, and a more comprehensive
treatise on grammar. Used us the author seems to have intended it should be, it
will certainly serve a better purpose thar any other work of the same class.

An Introduction to Linear Drawing, translated from the French of
M. Franzcur, and adapted to the use of public scheols in the United
States. By William B. Fowle, Instructer of the Monitorial School,
Boston. Boston, 1825. 12mo. pp. 64.

Whatever trains the eye to precision in the perception of form, or the hand to
neatness and facility of execution, creates minuteness and force of attention, and
favors clearness and correctness of thought. It is with much pleasure, therefore,
that we take notice of this excellent littie treatise, which bids fair to hold a res-
pectable rank among useful works devoted to education.

Adam’s Latin Grammar abridged, and arranged in a course of Prac-
tical Lessons, adapted to the capacity of Young Learners. Second
edition. New-Haven, 1825.

This is an attempt to facilitate the study of Latin grammar by the application
of the inductive method. The arrangement is strictly analytical, and of course
varies (rom the common plan. The author relies much on frequent repetition in
various forms. Numerous and minute questions are accordingly subjoined to
cvery lesson. The explanations, which are very copious, are on the plan of the
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78 BOSTON MONITORIAL SCHOOL.

prevent the introduction of this worse than useless exercise. It
requires no ingenious reasoning to prove, that,.if children are only
required to récite’ al page or twol ffom memory, verbatim, a monitor
is as capable of hearing the recitation, as any master can be.
But, if the objection imply that the memory of our pupils is not
exercised in storing up as many facts as are well understood, it has
no foundation in truth. The memory is, no doubt, the storehouse
of the other intellectual faculties; but, for the sake of filling it up,
shall we throw in all the broken and useless furniture we can find
room for? Inaclass of twenty, just promoted to my care, are
several who have repeatedly committed to memory the large geog-
raphies used in common schools; but they neither rank at the head
of their class, nor appear in any respect superior to such as com-
menced the study with them, but a few months ago, and never com-
mitted a word to memory. The immense difference of labor
which this explanatory mode imposes upon the teacher and moni-
tors, must satisfy any one, that personal ease is not our object in
introducing it. We endeavor to exhibit every thing to the senses
of the pupil. Instead of describing a kite to a boy we should
make one before his eyes, and then require him to make one. In-
stead of describing the road to any place, we should go with the
child, and let her see for herself. Which the child will recollect
longest, the definition or the object, it is not difficult to deter-
mine. Our experience teaches us, that before children have
reached the end of a large book which they are committing to
memory, they have begun to forget the beginning. What an ad-
mirable method to prevent a master’s having nothing to teach his
pupils, and to save the expense of books! and what a comfort it
must be to the little traveller on this delightful route, to know that
when he travels it again, every object will be decked with the
charm of novelty, and as fresh as if he had never seen it before!
Even with all our care and practice, much is forgotten by the pu-
pils; but we have a powerful check upon this natural tendency to
oblivion, by the incessant reviews of former lessons, which moni-
tors are obliged to make, while teaching. If any branch of educa-
tion must be reviewed, how much more agreeable must be our meth-
od, and how much more will it diversify the exercise, and enlarge the
thinking powers. Much as the public mind needs information on
the subject of education, I think no one will deny that one cannot
teach without also learning. But, if any parent doubts this fact, let
him take a geography or other elementary book, and attempt to
teach his own children. We will rest our defence upon the experi-
ment. [ have always found that those who teach most are the
most intelligent scholars; and, for this reason, 1 always employ all,
as far as our small number of scholars and classes will permit.
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is always expected; but it must be recollected that the picture in
the mind is much superior to that exhibited on paper. On the
whole, the instructer'is‘anxious'to-give his pupils a practical and
useful, and not merely an ornamental education; believing with
one whose memory our city fondly cherishes, one* who well knew
how to value the elegant refinements and accomplishments of soci-
ety, “That it is time some plan of more liberal and extensive
female education were devised, to form the mothers of your chil-
dren’s children; an education, which will save many a ripening
female mind from that feebleness, to which it might otherwise be
destined, in this age of vanity and books; so that women may be
more-generally furnished with principles as well as sentiments, with
logic as well as taste, with true knowledge as well as with a morbid
thirst for entertainment.”

We look forward also to the time when circumstances will war-
rant the introduction of physical, as well as intellectual education
into our school. The practicability of uniting them was satisfacto-
rily proved by a slight experiment, made last season, with very inad-
equate preparations. Enough was accomplished to show that the
spirits of the pupils may be made conducive to their health, as well
as to their amusement, and that, with suitable apparatus, and proper
regulations, their physical powers may be improved, without detri-
ment to their morals, or to that delicacy of character, which should
distinguish females.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
WILLIAM B. FOWLE.
Boston, Dec. 23, 1825. e

[ The notes appended to this report, are so full, and, at the same time, so inter-
esung, that we have thought it better to give them a place in our next number.]

COLLEGE OF SCIO.

[The present political attitude of Greece, gives an interest to
every thing connected with its recent history. The following ac-
count of the college at Scio, will no doubt be peculiarly acceptable
to our readers, from the circumstance of its having been chiefly
written by a youth who was a student of that seminary, at the time
when the Turks invaded the island, and who was one of the sur-
vivc:lrs of the horrid scene of massacre and devastation which en-
sued.

¢ Buckminster.
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COLLEGE OF scClO. 83

aminalion, which continues twenty days, in the presence of the
bishop, corponnon, faculty of college, and respectable gentlemen
from the city.?

Such was the condition of this flourishing seminary till the island
was invaded, and its population almost exterminated by the Turks.
The college shared of course in the general catastrophe.

The following brief account of the melancholy fate of Scio, is
taken from the Life of Parsons.

¢We would not affirm that the Sciotes were wise in rearing the
standard of independence at so early a period of the Grecian strug-
gle. If unwise, they certianly paid dearly for their folly. But
whatever reflections any may indulge on this subject, it is plain that
the barbarities of the Turks, and the miseries of the Greeks, were
almost unparalleled in the history of guilt and wo. The Turks
landed in Scio, in April 1822. Before them it was the garden of
Eden, behind them a desolate wilderness. The city of Scio was
burnt and destroyed. The flourishing college there, the hope and
omament of modern Greece, was demolished; its library and philo-
sophical apparatus given to the flames, and the professors and stu-
dents slaughtered or driven into exile. Of the inhabitants, more than
twenty-five thousand were put to the sword, burned and drowned,
or perished by fatigue or by disease canght from the infection of the
mangled carcasses that lay in the streets. More than forty-one
thousand were sold for slaves. Many of these were ladies of dis-
tinction, who were dragged with ropes around their necks over the
ashes and ruins of their own dwellings, and over the bodies of their
slaughtered relatives, into transport-ships, to be carried to Smyrna
and elsewhere, and sold into hopeless bondage. Upwards of forty
villages and eighty-six churches were consumed by the flames. A
number of suffering starving wretches fled to the mountains; and
fifteen or twenty thousand escaped to some of the neighboring
ialands.’

It must be long ere Greece can again boast of an institution equal
to that of Scio. But it is pleasing to observe that, in the meantime,
the spirit of education and of improvement is not extinguished; and
that schools on the monitorial plan, are in successful operation, in
those regions where there is any confidence of security from the
horrors of war. A central model school is established at Argos,
where tcachers are trained and qualified to commence similar
schools in other parts of the country.
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guages common to each other. The French language is now in

neral use, over much of the continent of Europe, among the
well educated;/and |men)of business, and particularly in the larger
commercial towns with which we have intercourse; besides, it is the
language of one of the most refined nations of Europe,—of a nation,
whose literature and knowledge of the arts, should be common
property in the world. It is common to the inhabitants of -one of
our most important States, Louisiana; her codes of law being even
now, since her union with us, published in that, as well as our own
language. In regard to the Spanish language, some of the same
observations are applicable. . But in addition, the very existence of
the southern Republics, renders the acquisition of this, of tenfold
importance; for it is hardly possible to conceive, that our inter-
course with them, should not be of the most interesting and profita=
ble kind.

2d.—Grammar,. Composition, Rhetoric, including Speaking and Reading.

These, if writing and arithmetic be added, may be deemed the ele-
ments of an English education. As to writing, that is not intended
to be included, as it rather belongs to a primary school; and it is
supposed, that the art has been acquired at a period, before it is in-
tended that a boy shall enter this school. In regard to grammar
and rhetoric, including speaking and reading, it will be enough here to
offer a remark or two. Some of the observations prcsented in the
conclusion of the report, will have a bearing upon -this head. As
to the grammar of the English language, it cannot be considered
an unsuitable acquisition for our intelligent farmers, mechanics, and
merchants, who are called every day to officiate in the most impor-
tant business of the country. The imperfect manner inwhich it is
taught, in many of our common schools, requires no comment. By
rhetoric, including reading, is here meant the art of public speaking.,

As to reading well, which is the foundation of speaking well, it is
notorious as a general truth, that this is not taught even in our
highest schools; or, if taught at all, in the most imperfect manner.
Good reading, which, it would seem, ought to be a common acqui-
sition, is one of the last that can be found. In a school, therefore,
for popular education, which is intended to fit men for those com-
mon duties, that, without distinction, not only do, but ought to fall
upon many among us, we lay great stress upon the arts of reading
and speaking well, which in a free country, are very commanding
qualifications, and make up for many defects.

3d.—Book-keeping and Arithmetic.
In a country in which, to our honor, business is a distinction, in-
stead of the ability to be idle, these branches are cssential. Be-
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tween the man who has, and the man who has not the power of fig-
ures, the difference is sogreat; that they seem hardly to belong to
the same race. This goes to show, however, how accessible to the
mass of men, with proper opportunities, is a great portion of that
knowledge, which, if attained, breaks down half of the odious bar-
riers of separation which exist.

4th.—QGeography and H istory.

Upon the former, no comment need be made here. As to the study
of history in this school, it should be that of our own country; its
early settlement; the revolution, and the causes that led to it; of the
respective States, and particularly our own. These subjects are
national, and belong appropriately to us. The knowledge of them
should stand pre-eminent in the mind of an American boy: here he
has a constant theme of pride and exultation. It is this, which
identifies him with some of the most interesting struggles, the most
briliiant exploits, which have ever gained the admiration, or eleva-
ted the character of man.

5th.—Drawing.

This art has not generally been taught in our schools; but no
man ought to be ignorant of its importance in the business of life.
To be able, in half an hour, to make, with a lead pencil, a suffi-
ciently correct picture of any common house, apartment, bridge,
tool, or instrument that we see, to serve as a model to copy from,
i3 certainly no trifling attainment. It is as certain, that to this ex-
tent it may soon be learned.

Society is divided into different professions, in any of which, if
a man has acquired in a good degree, that which belongs to his, he
has enough for reapectability and success. At the same time, it is
equally and eminently true, that to one great class of laborers, we
mean those on the land, much miscellaneous knowledge is essen-
tial; their occupation leads necessarily to an acquaintance with half
the arts of life. A good farmer will seldom be fonnd ignorant of
common mechanical operations. He may uot be able to do the
thing, from not having the slight of hand, but he knows how it
should be done.

6th.—Mathemalics, in its largest sense.

The fear of running into tedious details, leads us to as much
brevity as possible. It i3 easy to sce what a fruitful subject of re-
mark may be found in each of these topies.

The schools vwhich we propose to institute, are to fit men for what
are strictly called the laborious occupations. Mathematics are not
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\As to the number of these schools, to be endowed immediately
by the State, the commissioners have made up their minds, as before
suggested, to recommend one¢ only,—to be located at some point
cenlral, or as nearly so as may be. A situation quile ceniral, they
do not deem any way important. As there may be a diversity of
sentiment upon the subject of the number of the schools, they beg
leave to submit their views upon it.

The project is an experiment; and we think it will be more con-
formable to the prudent, business-like character of our people, to
enter upon it, on such a scale, that nothing is likely to be hazarded
by undertaking too much. Most of the provisions, regulations,
and expenditures, for such an institution, are out of the usual course,
in regard to which, we have little or no experience. As the great
design of the school is wlilily and profit, Economy in every disburse-
ment is indispensable. In new establishments, for the want of ex-
perience, it will be found, that many things have gone wrong, and
that if done over again, they could be better done. One school,
will, in many particulars, serve as a model for others, which, at
a future time, can be followed with advantuge. The difficulty of
finding, at once, a sufficient number of competent instructers and
managers of several such institutions. the commissioners conceive
would be very great. 'Thesc suggestions haie appeared conclusive
to the commissioners, in recommending that which they deem the
prudent, safe, and economical course. The plan, however, even=-
tually, of one institution for the State, they do not deem filly ade-
quate to the main design of such education as is here proposed.

The principal design of the plan is, that a great many shall be
able to avail themselves of the advantages which it offers: one in-
stitution docs not scem to answer that object. In one institution
only, few would take a deep personal interest. Any school, by
being brought within a local sphere of no great extent, naturally
attracts the attention, and receives the patronage of those within it.
It is their school, and a spirit of rivalship in this, as in almost every
concern, will be found useful; the supervision of it i3 more easy,
and less expensive. Its proximity to the residence of the pupils,
will accommodate a greater number: for this reason, a greater
number will resort to it. It is intended, that, through the means of
lectures, and other facilities, young men shall be enabled to resort to
these schools, for the purpose of instruction in parficular branches,
for siz months, and perhaps a less time. To this description of
persons, nearness would be a great object. More schools than one,
by bringing into contact various parts of our sister States, is a con-
sideration not to be omitted. The opinion which the commission-
ers entertain of the usefulness of the system, and of the favorable
eye with which it will be regarded, is such, that they do not doubt,
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that one school will not accommodate so large a number as will
soon be found to resort to it.

The commissioners will no' farther enlarge upon this topic, than
by meationing one, which they conceive to have a strong bearing
upon it, and, indeed, upon the general question of the expediency
of the endowment; and that is, the subject of pafrunage, to which
they have already alluded. They are aware, that it has been
thought by many in this country, that private bounty and patronage
to schools and colleges, to any great extent, could not be expected:
certainly nothing compared with this kind of munificence in Eu-
rope. They are not of' this opinion. All things are comparative:
we could not accomplish in half a century, that which Europe haa
been many in eflecting, and that hall’ on our part, devoted to self
preservation. It may be said ol pations, as of men, that it is a very
expensive business to carry them through their childhood. For
accomplishments, we have had neither time nor money: these were
not easily obtained, while we were obliged to watch our cradles,
with guns and bayonets in our hands. Why may not our schools
expect private patronage? Though wealth will not accumulate
here, in the same form as in Europe, we are destined to unexam-
pled prosperity. The world has, till now, never seen a people,
with minds and hands unfettered, all pursuing, with intense eager-
ness, private advantage, which necessarily results in general riches.
The desire to enrich our children, cannot become a national cha-
racteristic with us, for while, elsewhere, wealth, and a freedom
from labor, constitute distinction, here it is talent and business.
We may well pride ourselves upon a state of society, in which the
class of idlers must live without consideration. Devotion to our
schools, public and private, has become a passion; and well it may
be; for to us it is a necessary, sell-preserving virtue. 1f men have
wealth, they desire to gain distinction by it;—and what way is more
natural, than through that public munificence, which, exhibited in
the patronage ot schools, tends most to conciliate the regard of the
whole community? In the period ‘in which we have lived, the
bitterness of politics has choked up half the natural channels of
public and private virtue; in such a condition, it is not State, or
country, but party, that absorbs a man’s mind. All these conside-
rations have a distant bearing upon the question, as to the number
of these schools; for we think that the ncarer they are brought to
the attention of individnals, the more likely are their pride and
affections to be engaged in them,  We should not have indulged
in such a latitude of remark upon this head, did we not think the
<ubject highly important.

{To be continucd.)
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girls in the higher departments of science and literature, and to
report upon the same to this board.

Foted that'this'committee consist of Messrs. Welsh, Pierpont,
Bassett, and Hayward.

At a meeting of the Board, held June 22d, the report of this
comnittee was read, and unanimously accepted. We subjoin some
extracts from this report.

THE committee appointed to consider the expediency and prac-
ticability of instituting a school for the instruction of the female
children of this city, in the higher departments of science and lite-
rature, have had under their consideration the matter referred to
them, and ask leave to report to this board.

That your committee have construed the terms in which the sub-
Jject has been referred to thcm, as inviting their attention, in the
first place to the expediency, and in the second to the practicabili-
ty, of the measure proposed.

In the first place, in regard to the general expediency of placing
women in respect to education, upon ground, if not equal, at least
bearing a near and an honorable relation, to that of men in any
community, your committee think that no doubt can, at this day,
be entertained by those who consider the weight of female influ-
ence in society, in every stage of moral and intellectual advance-
ment; and especially by those who consider the paramount and
abiding influence of mothers upon every successive generation of
men, during the earliest years of their life, and those years in which
80 much, or so little, is done, towards forming moral character, and
giving the mind a direction and an impulse towards usefulness and
happiness in after life. As to the gencral expediency, then, of giv-
ing women such an education as shall make them fit wives for well
educated men, and enable them to exert a salutary influence upon
the nising generation, as there can be no doubts, your committee
will use no arguments at this board; but will confine themselves to
the particular expediency of provision for a higher education of our
daughters, at the public expense.

And your committee think favorably of making an effort to this
end, for the following reasons which are particular, as well as for
the many reasons which are more general in their nature.

In the first place, it would render more efficient, and, consequent-
ly, more profitable to the city, the provision which has aircady
been made for the public education of its daughters.

As our public grammar schools are now constituted, some of
the finest scholars in the girls’ department are scen in the first
class at the age of eleven or twelve years, by the side of girls of

VoL 1. 13
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long a desideratum in mechanics—a piece of machinery that, by
its own operation, produces the power by which itself is driven.

. Thirdly, your committee think a school such as is proposed par-
ticularly expedient to this city, in regard to the experiment that
might be made in it, of the practicability and usefulness of monsto-
rial or mutual instruction; or, at least, of so much of that system as
on experiment would be found to accord with the genius and habits
of our community. That something of this system might be intro-
duced into all our public schools, to the benefit of the schools and
to the pecuniary advantage of the city, your committee can hardly
doubt. One experiment has been made, and made successfully.
But there were considerations which prevented the carrying of that
system up from the school in which it was tried, into the higher
public schools. The same system, with some qualifications, has
been under successful experiment in a subscription school, com-
posed of the daughters of our most respectable families; and your
commiftee are persuaded that, under the control of a master of
judgement and genius, so much of that system might be profitably
introduced into a female high-school, as would prove to the public in
this city that the same might be carried into our grammar and reading
schools, at least, to great advantage. At any rate a safisfactory
experiment might be made. Should it fail, as it hardly can, the city
will lose nothing but the time and comparatively trifling expense of
making it; and should it succeed, the city will secure to itself the
better instruction of one third more children than are now instruct-
ed, and at probably one third less expense.

Your committee are not sure that it falls within the spirit of
their commission to present a statement of the studies which should
be pursued in the proposed institution. But, without attempting a
particular statement, or a definite arrangement, of the studies,—
leaving that duty to a future committee, should the city think fa-
vorably of the project,—your committee would beg lcave to recom-
mend, in general, that in the female high-school should be taught
reading; writing words and sentences from dictation; English gram-
mar, embracing frequent exercises in the composition, transposi-
tion, and resolution of sentences; composition, to be taught sys-
tematically, and to be a regular exercise in all the classes; rhetoric;
geography, ancient and modern, embracing the use of maps and
globes; elements of geometry, so far as is necessary to the con-
struction of maps, and to the study of natural philosophy; arith-
metic, intellectual and written; book-keeping by single entry; gene-
ral history; history of Greece, Rome, England, and the United
States; natural philosophy, with as much of chemistry as would
be useful in domestic economy; moral philosophy; natural theology;
and astronomy.
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Of these studies, however, your committee would recommend
that some be required, and others only permitted, as tokens of merit
and incitements'to industry; ‘thus opening, in this school, what this
is intended to open to all the grammar schools of the city, a course
of higher instruction, as an object of honorable emulation, and the
most unexceptionable reward of industry.

Having spoken thus of the general character of the school, and
of the considerations which, in their opinion, render the establish-
ment of it particularly expedient, your committee would, in the
second place, state briefly their views of the practicability of estab-

ahing it.

To this there can be but one objection,—that of expense. But
your committee are persuaded that this is not an insuperable ob-
stacle to the effecting of an object which seems to be so import-
ant to the best interests, and to one of the most cherished objects,
of the citizens of Boston;—their system of public education. In-
deed, in this respect, the present seems to be an auspicious moment;
and, on close examination, the school will not be so expensive, as it
might, at first, be supposed. For, first, in respect to a house, no
new one would be required, for the first year, at least, of the
school’s operation.

In regard to the other source of expense, that of teachers; this,
also, it is believed, will be less formidable than may be apprehend-
ed. It is intended, indeed, to place the master of this school, in
respect to his salary, upon a level with the respective masters of
the Latin and English High-Schools. But for the first year, cer-
tainly, the master is to be the only instructer recognised by the
city; and, as it is intended to conduct the school, in a degree at
least, upon the system of mutual instruction, the ratio between the
number of teachers and of scholars will always be much less than
in either of the schools last mentioned.

But, in regard to the expense at which the contemplated school
isto be instituted and sustained, your committee think the same
remark may be made of this, as of all our other public schools.
When liberally supported they more than support themselves.
They are a source not of honor only, but of pecuniary profit, to
the city; for, taking into view—as an enlightened policy does take
into view—the whole period during which these institutions exert
their influence upon the community, they more than indemnify the
city for the expense of their maintenance, in that the knowledge
they diffuse through the great mass of the population, throws open
new and wider fields to enterprise, gives higher aims to ingenuity,
and supplies more profitable objects to industry.
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For these reasons in particular, as well as for those of a more
general nature, which cannot fail to suggest themselves to the
minds of the gentlemen at this board, your committee are of opinion
that it is expedient and practicable to institute a public school, for
the instruction of the female children of the city in the higher
branches of science and literature, and accordingly recommend to
this board the adoption of the following resolution.

Resolved, That the mayor, as chairman of the school committee,
be requested to lay this report before the city council, and ask of
that honorable body the appropriation of two thousand dollars for
the present year, to carry into effect the object herein proposed.

TroMmas WELsH, Jr. for the Committee.

a ioi . the ci ]
Kctracts from % mlicvbocr‘&“q’;" maa: %“‘“e:lym%ra‘ ond accepl-

The committee appointed on the 25th ult. to take into consider-
ation the report of the school committee on the subject of a high-
school for females, upon the plan of ¢ monitorial or mutual instruc-
tion,” Report,

That they have given this interesting subject the consideration,
which its importance seemed to demand; and that your committee
are persuaded, that it will be greatly for the interest and honor of
the city, to establish the proposed female school upon the plan re-
ported by a sub-committee, and accepted in the school committee,
on the 22d, June last; and your committee recommend that suitable
measures be taken to establish the said school, with as little delay
as possible.

In regard to the resolution of the city council, on the 25 ult., di-
recting your committee to consider and report upon the expediency
of introducing the system of ¢monitorial or mutual instruction’
into all the grammar schools of the city,—your committee have duly
considered the subject, and are of the opinion that any immediate
or sudden change in the system of instruction at present pursued,
would be attended with many important difficulties, and have the
tendency to put at hazard the high reputation which our public
schools have so justly acquired. If the female school, now propos-
ed, should be successful, the other schools would gradually, and
very naturally, fall into this system, if found, on experiment, to be
the best. Your committee are, therefore, of the opinion that it is
inexpedient to make the change suggested, for the present.

Respectfully submitted.
Per order of the Committee,
J. BeLrows.
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We therefore deem it inexpedient, at this time, to extend the
system of moaitorial or mutual instruction into all the grammar
schools in the' city.

J. R. Avax, for the Committee.

Crry or Boston.—Common Council, Sept. 26, 1825.

Resolved, that the sum of two thousand dojlars be, and the same
is hereby appropriated for the purpose of establishing a high-school
for females, pursuant to a report accepted by the school committee
on the twenty-second day of June last, and communicated to the
city council,—which school shall be located in such place as the
school committee shall designate.

This Resolve being twice read, passed.—

Sent up for concurrence.
Francrs J. OLiver, President.

In the board of Aldermen, Oct. 10, 1825,

Read and concurred.
Josiar Quincy, Mayor.

The preceding documents exhibit the views of the different de-
partments of the city government, in establishing the High-School
for Girls, and the general principles upon which it is to be organ-
ised and conducted. Without confining the instructer to any pre-
scribed system, they authorise him to introduce monilorial instruc-
tion, so far as it may be found profitable and expedient. The
application of this principle in a school devoted exclusively to the
higher branches of education, must be very much a thing of ex-
periment. There is no precedent applicable in every respect.
The pupils are not to be initiated, from their earlest childhood,
into the details of mutual instruction; but are to be received, at an
advanced age, and after they have been taught, in the old manner,
in all the common branches of an English education. It would
have been impracticable to prescribe the details of a system appli-
cable to such a school; and they have been wisely left to be de-
termined by experience.

The following extracts from the report of a committee, consisting
of Messrs. Quincy, Blake, Hayward, Pierpont and Bean, exhibit
the course of instruction to be pursued in the school, and the gene-
ral regulations for its government. The report was accepted at a
meeting of the school commiittee, held Oct. 26, 1825.

The committee on the subject of the cstablishment of a higher
school for female children, have had under their consideration, the
matter referred to them, and ask leave to report.

Among the points necessary to be considered in the organisation
of the school in question, the following have presented themselves
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Allowed: Logic, algebra, principles of perspective, projection of
maps, botany, Latin, or French.

The allowed studies to)be pursued at the discretion of the master,
with the sanction of the school committee.

The school shall open on the second Monday of December an-
nually. Candidates for admission shall be examined on the Friday
and Saturday preceding the first Monday of that month.

The hours of attendance upon the duties of the school, shall be
as follows. From the first Monday in April to the first Monday in
October, from 8 to 12 A. M. and from 3 to 6 P. M.—and from the
first Monday in October to the first Monday in April, from 9 A. M.
to2P. M. :

The holidays shall be the same as in the Latin and English
High-Schools; excepting that Wednesday afternoon shall be sub-
stituted for Thursday afternoon—and that the time between the
last Thursday of November and the second Monday of December,
shall be substituted for the week succeeding the Commencement at
Cambridge.

Accommodations shall be provided for 120 scholars, at least;
and for more, if the room will allow it.

The annual public exhibition of the school shall be on the day
after the public exhibition of the girls in the several grammar
schools of the city, to wit, on the last Thursday of November an-
nually, in the forenoon. .

Respectfully submitted for the committee, and by their order.

JosiaH QuiNcy, Chairman.

At a meeting of the school committee, held Jan. 13, 1826, it was
Foted that the school instituted for the instruction of the female
children of the city, in the higher departments of literature and
science, shall be called The High-School for Girls.
Attest, JNo. PierpoNT, Secretary.

In many respects, this school is an experiment; and it cannot be
fairly tested, without patient and laborious exertions. A free
school for the instruction of females, founded on principles so libe-
ral, is in itself a novelty; but such a novelty argues well for the
spirit and the improvement of the age, and of the community
wherein it is fostered. A system of government and instruction,
exactly fitted to the circumstances of this school, ca not be per-
fected and introduced at once; but there can be little doubt that,
in the end, the rcasonable expectations of its friends will be fully
realised.

The High-School for Girls, will be opened on Wednesday, the 22d
inst. in the second story of the school-house, in Derne-street.
voL. I. 14
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The inferior instruments and agents should always be ready and
gble to obey the dictates of the presiding mind, as well as to main-
tain its authority and-pre-eminence.

The whole of education consists in knowing whes, how and what
to teacl, and in carrying these points into effect. The physical
education of the infant may begin, and should begin, from his
birth;, but his mind should not be too early brought under the for-
malitics and restraints of direct discipline and instruction. By
using his locomotive powers and his senses, he may, however, very
soon begin to acquire a knowledge of the material world, and thus
improve the instruments with which he isto advance in science and
practical information, so long as his active powers continue.

But all this is very different from setting a child on his stool in
solitude and silence, when three or four years old, to get his book
lesson. Better would it be to burn his stool and book, than to do
this. Cheerfulnese and gayety are the birthright of innocence; and
who on earth has a right to sever, what has been united in heaven?
The first ten years of existence can in no way be better spent,
than in laying a deep and broad foundation for good health and
spirits, for the rest of life.

This secured, ‘there will always be time enough left to educate
the mind, which is now to be aided and sustained through its whole
career, by a sound foundation of muscles, brain and nerves. It
is, however, by no means necessary that, with healthy children,
ten entire years should be devoted to the body. The three inse-
parable branches of instruction should go on in equal and har-
monious progression. Let the body and the mind interchange their
labors, and they mutually support and advance each other; neither
being pushed beyond slight and temporary fatigue;—for a degree
of fatigue which a good night’s sleep will not remove, is proof that
the effort has been carried too far. -

No one can study with devotion and profit beyond a certain por-
tion of the twenty-four hours,—let the residue be given to the
gymnasium. This is precisely the resource which is wanted in
numberless institutions, to occupy and fill up those vacant and
dangerous hours, which are robbing so many of our young men of
their physical and moral soundness, and retarding their progress
in every laudable pursuit.

For the truth of this statement we appeal to the history and
present state of every college in our country.—By the remedy
proposed we get not only hecalth and morals,—no slight rewards,—
but the education also of the mechanism and faculties of the body;
and this is at all times doing much for the empire of mind. But it
may be contended that most of us get sufficient exercise for health,
in the way of our ordinary pursuits and employments.  This, gene-
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FRENCH ACADEMY OF EDUCATION.

TreE following are the chief rules of the French society of education. [Sce
intelligence, in our first number. ] -

Objects of the Sociely.

Under the conviction, that the progress of knowledge, and the perfection of the
arts and sciences, are the most suitable means of meliorating the condition of man,
the members of the society combine for the purpose of seeking out the best meth-
ods of education aud instruction.

ArTIcLE 1., The society shall occupy itself with whatever relates to educa-
tion, physical and gymnastic, moral and intellectual, scientific and productive
(industrielle): it will labor to perfect the methods of instruction.

ART. 2. It will encourage the publication of works adapted to the aid and
direction of masters in teaching, and in rendering study easy to their pupils.

ART. 3. [tshall give its suffrage 10 new methods which shall appear to be
useful.

ART. 4. It shall propose premiums, and ordain medals to the authors of the
best works on education.

ART. 5. It will encourage gymnastic exercises.

Organisation of the Sociely.

ART. 6. The society shall be composed of members honorary, and members
of the council; each member of the society shall pay an annual subscription, the
minimum of which is 20 francs.

Art. 7. Every six months the society shall meet in general assembly fo hear
the reports of the council, on the employment of the funds, and the result of its
labors. .

ART. 9. The society shall have in France and io other countries, correspond-
ing associates, chosen from among men distinguished in the sciences, arts, or lite-
rature.

Organisation of the Council.

ART, 11. The council shall be composed of fifty-six members, distributed
into eight coromittees.

t. The committee of physical education.—2. The committce of moral edu-
cation.—3. The committee of languages.—4. The committee of historical sci-
ence.—5. The committee of law and political economy.—6. The committec of
mathematical science.—7. The committee of physical science.—8. The commit-
tee of liberal arts.

ART. 12. No person can be a member of the council, who has not perfected
a method, published some work, or communicated memoirs, relative to the ob-
Jects of the society.

ArT. 17. The different committees are especially charged, each in what con-
cerns it in giving their advice on the merit of methods, on plans of education
and iastruction, and on memoirs or works submitted to the council.

Arrt. 18. The council will give to teachers and persons who apply to it, in-
formation relative to methods, and the manner of their application.

. AmT. 19. The council shall meet in ordinary session twice a month.

. ArT. 25. There shall be annually printed a statement of the funds, the man-
ner in which they have been employed, a list of the members, and the amouat of
each subsacription.

ART. 26. The society shall publish a collection of its memoirs. -

Griscom’s Monitorial Instruction.



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



NOTICES. 127

This work will, we think, be found very useful in its proper place, It seems
peculiarly adapted for Sunday schools. P

A New Universal Atlas/of'. the' 'World, on an improved plan; con-
sisting of thirty Maps, carefully prepared from the latest authorities ;
with complete Alphabetical Indices. By Sidney E. Morse, A. M.
New-Haven, 1825. 4to.

A work of this kind has long been wanted. There has been hitherto no inter-
mediate atlas between the outlines used at school, and publications too expensive
for general use.

The above atlas is on a plan somewhat original in its details, but extensively
sanctiooed in the rapid circulation of an atlas of the United States, on the same
plan.—All names which could be conveniently inserted, observing the grand out-
lice of the maps, are given in full, as in common maps; but small towns, and

which it would be difficult to insert in full, are referred to by figures and
talic letters. Sothat this atlas actually furnishes as much matter as some, of
which the cost is three times as high.

Wae take mach pleasure in recommending this valuable work, as one which
will be found happily adapted for the use of schools of the higher order, and of
private families.—The execution, we may add, is exceedingly neat and highly
creditable to the publishers, (Messrs. N. & 8. 8. Jocelyn, of New-Haven.)

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN.

" Hymas for Children, selected and altered, with appropriate texts of
Scripture. By the author of ¢Conversations on Common Things.’
Boston, 1825. 18mo. pp. 143.

This valuable Little work will furnish pleasing employment for Sunday. The
telection manifests both judgement and taste. [t does not contain, however, a
great number of hymns adapted to very young childrea. The author complains
of the difficulty of finding picces well adapted to such a class of readers, and al-
ludes to the acknowledged defects of most attempts of thiskind. But we cannot
agree with the author in what she seems to advance, that, in such circumstances,
children should be permitted to commit to memory what they do not understand.
It would perhaps be better to say at once, that this selection is not intended for
infant minds.

Bouoks such as this, ought, we think, to mention the age of the children for
whore use they are designed. Parents would then have a satisfactory guide by
which to make a proper selection for the various membcrs of their families.

The Robins, or Fabulous Histories, designed for the instruction of
Children, respecting their Treatment of Animals. By Mrs. Trim-
mer. Boston, 1822. 18mo. pp. 234.

The rpirit and design of this little work are excellent. The author’s endeavor
is to cultivate in children humanity to the inferior animals, and to open the young
heart to benign feelings towards every thing that lives.

The history of the Robins is mixed up with that of the family in whose garden
they have taken up their abode. Many agreeable and natural incidents are in-
troduced, in a way which cannot fail to interest and please children, and at the
«ame time inculcate a useful lesson.

Tales of the Pemberton Family : for the use of Children. By
Amelia Opie. Boston, 1825, 18mo. pp. 107.
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The mechanics’ lecture at Anderson’s Institution, had done much
to diffuse among the artisans of Glasgow, a taste for natural philo-
sophy, and particularly for ¢hemistry; when the gas-light company
commenced its opcrations.

The following extract from the London Mechanics’ Magazine,
contains matter which reflects great credit on the above mentioned
company, and which forms a very interesting passage in the history
of mechanics’ institutions.

¢The gas-light chartered company of this city (Glasgow) em-
ploy constantly between sixty and seventy men in their works.
Twelve of these are mechanics, and the remainder furnace-men
and common laborers of different descriptions, forming altogether
a community not very promising as a body to be incited to adopt
measures for their own intellectual improvement.

¢ A little more than three years ago, our manager at the works,
Mr. James B. Nelson, proposed to these men to contribute each a
small sum monthly, to be laid out.in books to form a library for
their common use; and he informed them that if they agreed to do
this, the company would give them & room to keep their books in,
which should be heated and lighted for them in winter, and in which
they might meet every evening to read and converse, in place of
going to the alehouse, as many of them had been in the practice of
doing. That the company would further give them a present of
five guineas to set out with; and that the management of the funds,
library, and every thing connected with the measure, should be en-
trusted to a committee of themselves, to be named and renewed by
themn at certain fixed periods.

¢ With a good deal of persuasion Mr. Nelson got fourteen of them
to agrec to the plan; and a commencement was thus made. For
the first two years, until it could be ascertained that the members
would have a proper care of the books, it was agreed that they
should uot take them out of the reading-room, but that they should
mect there every evening to peruse them. After this period, how-
ever, the members were allowed to take the books home; and last
year they met only twice a week at the reading-room to change
them, and converse on what they had been reading. The increase
of the number of subscribers to the library was at first very slow,
and at the end of the second year, the whole did not amount to
thirty. But from conversing with one another twice a week at the
library, upon the acquisitions they had been making, a taste for
science and a desire for information began to spread among them.

¢ They had, a little before this time, got an atlas, which, they say,
led them to think of purchasing a pair of globes; and onc from
among themselves, Alexander Anderson, by trade a joiner, who had
had the advantage of attending two courses of the lectures in the

vol 1. 18
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¢ The rules of the society, which have been framed by the mem-
bers themselves, are simple and judicious. Every person, on be-
coming a member; pays7s. 6d. entry money. This sum is taken
from him by instalments, and is paid back to him should he leave
the gas-works, or to his family or heirs, should he die. Besides
this entrance money, each member contributes three half-pence
weekly, two-thirds of which, by a rule made this year, go to the li-
brary, and one-third to the use of the laboratory and workshop. By
2 rule made at the same time, which I think a curious indication of
the state of feeling produced in these men in the short period since
the commencement of the society, the members may bring to the
Jectures any of their sons who are above seven and under twenty-
one years of age.

¢The books now amount to above three hundred volumes, and
consist of elementary works of science, and of history, voyages,
and travels; some of the standard poets, a few of our best novels,
and Shakspeare’s works. The selection of the books purchased by
the library funds is, in general, creditable to the members of the so-
ciety. They admit no books on religion. The members say that
there are among them men of a variety of persuasions—presbyte-
rians, seceders, methodists, Church of England men, and Roman
catholics; each of whom would be for introducing books connected
with their particular opinions, and thus give occasion to endless un-
profitable disputes.’

The following extract from the Quarterly Review gives an ac-
count of the progress of science, among the mechanics of Edin-
burgh, London, and other places.

‘In 1821, a few gentlemen in Edinburgh, who were disposed to
encourage the experiment, circulated a prospectus among the me-
chanics, announcing the commencement of a course of lectures on
mechanics, and another on chemistry, with the opening of a library
of books on the same subject, for perusal at home as well as in the
room; the hours of lecture to be from eight to nine in the evening,
twice a week for six months; and the terms of admission to both
lectures and library fifteen shillings a year. When 400 mechanics
had purchased tickets, the two courses of lectures were delivered
by Dr. Forbes and Mr. Galbraith; with the addition of one on ar-
chitecture, and one on farriery, and of a class for architectural and
mechanical drawing during the summer recess.’

In 1822, the cditors of the Mechanics’ Magazine invited the at-
tention of their readers to these institutions.

¢ We are desirous,’ they say, ¢ of seeing a London Mechanics’ In-
ditute established by the mechanics of the metropolis themselves.
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scriptions of the working classes, in order to secure the permanency
of the institutions, and to avoid the feeling of dependence. These
are the true fundamental principles of this important system. They
are all recognised in the rules of the Ashton establishment now be-
fore us; and the last of the three is well commented upon in Mr.
Hindley’s address. ¢ You are not’ (says he) ‘to imagine that this
institution is, in the common acceptation of the word, a charitable
one; that it is an offering on the part of the rich and the learned,
to the poor and the ignorant. No! it is an institution which re-
quires from all its members value received in return for the advan-
tages it offers. The higher classes of society come forward at first
to extend the hand of encouragement, not of charity; and the feel-
ing with which that encouragement is received on the part of the
poor, needs have no mixture of the dependence and the shame
which is always the companion of the almsman on the rich man’s
bounty.

¢The example of the original London institution has, as might be
expected, been followed in the metropolis. Under the auspices of
Mr. Gibson, and other most respectable individuals, an institution
has been formed for the eastern parts of the city, in the Spitalfields
district; and we believe that steps have been taken to establish one
in Southwark.

¢ Among the remoter parts of the country, Northumberland cer-
tainly stands conspicuous. Mr. Losh, the zealous and enlightened
friend of every good work, himself a man filled with various and
useful knowledge, and whom an habitual love of classical litera-
ture has only made the more anxious for the education of the peo-
ple—Mr. Turner, who, among the first, years ago opened the doors
of his lecture-room to the mechanics, and who is not more distin-
guished as a pious and learned divine, than as an acute natural phi-
losopher; with others whose names would, had we space, adorn
our pages, have so strenuously exerted themselves in this great la-
bor, that we understand there is not now a single market-town in
the country without a mechanics’ institution, excepting Afton; and
there, proceedings have been commenced for founding one. The
gratuitous lectures of Mr. Turner at Newcastle are very numer-
ously attended by the mechanics, whose attention and regularity are
highly commended by the learned professor. How truly pious is
this discharge of his duty! How greatly to be esteemed, beyond
the waste of temper, as well as of precious time, in bootless con-
troversy! How infinitely to be prized, before the base and sordid
spirit that seeks emolument by affecting a zeal about civil or eccle-
siastical distinctions, or licking the dust trodden under the feet of
those who hold the keys of preferment!
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< The suggestions that had been circulated from London through
the country, have been effectual to another good purpose; the ex-
tension of similar, associations to country laborers as well as arti-
sans. Farmers’ book-clubs have been formed in several places;
and we trust that the excellent plan of circulating libraries, adopted
in East Lothian, that is, libraries which are transferred from one
village to another in succession, and used by the inhabitants both of
the villages and the neighboring country, will be imitated else-
where.

¢ The system indeed appears to be working in every direction, and
in remote and inconsiderable places. In spring, a beginning was
made at Newport, in the Isle of Wight, a town of very moderate
size, containing only about 4000 inhabitants. A Tradesman’s and
Mechanic’s Library was formed, under very judicious regulations;
the subscription being six shillings a year, or 1s. 6d. per quarter.
‘The number of members soon exceeded 200; and by means of dona-
tions, the library in a few months consisted of 500 volumes. There
is nothing more useful than to promote the practice of such dona-’
tions. Almost every man who has a few shelves full of books, has
some volume or two useless to him, either as duplicates, early edi-
tions, or works the contents of which others present in a better
form. The movers in founding an institution, should bestir them-
selves to obtain gifts of these books, which are invaluable as the
beginnings of a library, and of no value to the owners. Lectures
have been added at Newport, by the worthy and enlightened sec-
retary, Mr. Abraham Clarke; and others have signified their inten-
tion of taking a similar part. In truth, it requires no professional
lecturer to perform this important office. He who has lcarnt—
cven he who i3 learning chemistry, natural philosophy, or natural
history himself, may render the greatest service in explaining those
sciences to others who have not the same leisure, or the same
command of teachers, books, and apparatus. In the Newport So-
ciety, all subscribers are members; and two-thirds of the Committee
of Management are mechanics, according to the just principles.

¢ Meanwhile the central establishment in London has flourished
beyond the most sanguine expectations of its enlightened support-
- er8. The foundation of the theatre was laid about Christmas; and
on the 8th of July it was completed and opened by the distinguish-
ed founder, Dr. Birkbeck, supported by his royal highnesa the Duke
of Sussex, the Marquis of Lansdown, Sir R. Wilson, Messrs. Broug-
ham, Wood, Hume, Martin, and other zealous friends of popular
education; somne of whom addressed the meeting, after the Doctor
bad closed his admirable lecture. The premises are spacious, and
elegant, though perfectly simple,—consisting of a commodious
house, in which there are large apartments for the library, appara-
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tus, reading-rooms, and the secretary and other officers. The thea-
tre is a fine and lofty hall, where above a thousand students can
easily be accommodated,| The lecture of the learned President
was a most interesting dissertation upon the advantages of intellec-
tual pursuits, and contained many anecdotes of the shameful igno-
rance which in former times pervaded all ranks, even the highest in
the state. It is to be wished that this discourse, or the substance
of it, should be published, both in remembrance of the occasion
upon which it was profiounced, and for its intrinsic usefulness. We
have called Dr. Birkbeck the founder of this building; and well we
may, for he advanced the money (several thousand pounds) which
purchased the house and erected the theatre. Other magnificent
donations, (especially Sir Francis Burdett’s of a thousand pounds,
and that of his able, accomplished, and excellent colleague, Mr. Hob-
house, of a hundred,) have been duly appreciated by the country. It
is, however, only just to the working mechanics themselves to state,
what we have good reason to know, that had no such helps been at
hand, they were firmly resolved to raise the needful sums among
their own body; and from their numbers and respectability, there
can be no doubt that, in a few months, they would have accom-
plished this favorite object.

¢ Statements of a most cheering nature were at the same time
communicated to the meeting, evincing the happy effects produced
throughout the country by the example of the metropolis. Bath,
which, from the composition of its population, might not have been
expected to join so early as many other places, in this noble strug-
gle for liberating the people from ¢the thraldom of ignorance,’ as
Milton calls it, had established a mechanics’ institution, under the
happiest auspices. Liverpool had added lectures to her excellent
mechanics’ library and reading rooms. A beginning had been
made at Birmingham, (where undoubtedly an earlier attention to so
congenial a plan might have been expected,) promising the best
results, in that wonderful resort of skillful and industrious workmen.
Leeds too, under the influence of two most able and worthy men,
though of different sects in church as well as state affairs, Messrs.
Marshall* and Galt, had founded an extensive and thriving institu-
tion. And it was further reported, that almost daily accounts ar-
rived of similar efforts in the same great cause, being attended with
merited success. These articles of what may truly be termed phi-
losophical intelligence, diffused the most lively satisfaction through
that most numerous and respectable mceting; and we devoutly
hope, that before another anniversary shall be holden of the parent
institution, her offspring will have increased as the sands of the sca.

® Mr. Marshall has published an admirable summary of Political Philosophy
for Artisane, in a cheap and compendious form.
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<rastinate, our successors Wil be compelled to act with decision.
No man could do otherwise than disgrace himself, who should come
forward with any system'of hostility to the colleges, and the pro-
fessional classes. In a great and prosperous country, these should
and will have an elevated rank.

The colleges have been nursed by the State, and so we trust
they will continue to be, according to her ability and the requisite
provisions for other objects, and that she will never lose sight of
the deep interest which she has in them.

Those who pass through the colleges, must, upon an average,
detote not less than four or five years, if the period of preparation
be considered, to dead languages.

Thus it is, that no youth can receive a liberal education, unless
this period, and the most precious of his life, be wasted, for waste
it may be considered, except to a few.

‘We may venture to say, that education among us cannot long
exist in a state like this. The system is foreign, and not American;
there is little in it suited to our peculiar institutions, or becoming
our rank in the world.

Colleges, which were monkish esgablishments, are even with us,
and at this time of the day, the only places where what may be
called education can be acquired.

Our academies and schools cannot be named as fit resorts to fur-
nish a man with that liberal knowledge, which multitudes among
our farmers and mechanics are eager to obtain, and which would
render them ornaments of society, and better fitted for places of
public usefulness. |,

The commissioners have already mentioned the pursuits, which
they suppose will receive attention in this institution, with the inten-
tion, however, of briefly recurring to the mention of some of
them. ’

When this subject was first brought before the legislature,
many gentlemen supposed, that nothing but a mere agricultural
school, was proposed. It alrcady appears, however, that the pro-
ject embraces a much wider range; that this is only a part, still an
important part. How important, will be obvious from a moment’s
attention to the subject. Agricullure is a science, few employments
are in their nature more intellectual. The common laborer has,
however, in former periods, been a merc machine, performing its
work in the same manner for ages. If there have been improve-
ments, it is undeniable, that they have proceeded generally from
those, who have had science, capital, leisure and taste for the em-
ployment. If these have not reaped the profit, for profit with them
i8 not so much the object, the community have.

voL. L 20
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subject of serious inquirs, and geperally how far it may be made
applicable, (if at all., where the residence of children is remote
from each other.

One of its chief excellences is its economy: for the same money
vastly more may be obtained.

In other respects, the system has its advantages and its disad-
vantages: of the former, the most striking can be made obvious to
those only, who have witnessed its operation. The subject in all
points of view is worthy of investigation.

In respect to the common schools, Mr. James G. Carter has ad-
dressed to William Prescott, Esq. several letters which are in print,
in which the importance of the subject is pressed upon the public,
in a manner to deserve its most serious attention.

Massachusetts, in what she may now do for the common schools,
will have the benefit of the experience of her sister States, together
with the lights furnished by the progress of education elsewhere.
Nothing upon this subject can be expected to be thoroughly done,
till the facts in regard to the present state of the schools are care-
fully collected, together with every other fact, that may throw light
upon it; and this by some person or persons, who shall be respon-
sible for presenting to the legislature a system deserving of its con-
sideration. A crude and undigested one would be unworthy of the
times.

The commissioners, as they have before stated, do think, that if
the proposed institution should accomplish no other object, it would
well repay the bounty of the State, in becoming a nursery for school-
masters; and to effect that object, they would recommend, that a
department be organised in the school, for the express purpose of
qualifying in the most economical way, such persons as shall re-
sort to it, with the view of obtaining instruction for that occupation.

BOSTON MONITORIAL §0HO0L.

(Continued from p. 80.)

NOTE 1.—Page 32.

'Tre system of mutual instruction owes its origin to Lancaster and
Bell, two Englishmen, or, as the French say, to Paulet a Freach-
man, who is known to have systematically employed his pupils in
teaching each other, as long ago as the year 1785. Whether the
Englishmen got their hints from him is doubtful; for the attempt
died with its author, who would probably never have been men-
tioned again, had not the wonderful success of the system ren-
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child to distinguish the uniforms, and count the soldiers. This
book has been adopted in the Primary Schools of Boston.

8. The Fyrst Part|of Practical Geography. This most important
part of geography is merely Zopographical. Although a small
book, and calculated for small children, it contains all the matter
of the largest school geographies that children can recollect. The
book contains directions for its use, and its complete success has
authorised the publication of a second part, which is in preparation.

4. A Tveatise on Linear Drawing. The introduction of draw-
ing as a branch of study in the afternoon school, and the great
utility of some acquaintance with this subject, in the delineation of
maps, induced the instructer to translate a small treatise which had
been well received in France. After using it sometime in manu-
script, it was at last printed. . This book is calculated for general
use, and should be in the hands of every child, and it is hoped that
ere long it will be introduced into our public schools, where, al-
though nearly all the boys are to become mechanics, no provision
has yet been made for their instruction in drawing,—a branch of
study almost as necessary to them as reading and writing; if they
are ever to become respectable in any mechanical ‘employment.

The above books, although intended for schools of mutual in-
struction, are not in the least degree unfitted for use in schools
on any other plan. They may be obtained at Cummings, Hilliard
& Co’s. bookstore in Boston. -

NOTE 3.—Page 40.

Amongst the apparatus already purchased, are the following im-
portant articles, all of which are of the first quality.

A powerful electrical machine, insulated stool, &c.

A powerful battery, with 30 or 40 instruments for the vatious
electrical experiments.

A galvanic battery, of the newest construction, containing 50
sets of plates, L& inches square.

Various in: nts for galvanic and electro-magnetic experi-
ments.

A large double barrelled airpump, with brass hemispheres, and
various other apparatus for pneumatic experiments.

Various optical models of telescopes, microscopes, human eyes,
&c. the rays of light being represented by colored silks, &c.

A compound microscope of the most modern and powerful
construction.

A solar microscope and apparatus.

A camera obscura—15 inch concave mirror.
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in the number, and a more lucid economy in the arrangement, of
the rules.’

Mr. Bartlett might have rendered the study of elocution in this
country an important service, by pruning the system of Walker,
80 as to reduce it to a manageable compass. The attempt has
been successfully made in the department of inflections* by the
Rev. Dr. Porter, of Andover.

The subject of emphasis needs a similar simplification; and vari-
ous improvements might be effected in other departments.

We are sorry to observe in the application of accents denoting
inflections, many mistakes for which we are afraid the printer is
not to blame. We allude particularly to instances in which the
rising inflection is uniformly marked at the end of several of the
first clauses, in a sentence, and, particularly, where emphasis re-
quires the falling inflection.

It is but justice, however, to this work, to observe that teachers
who feel bound to adhere undeviatingly to Walker, will find the
Reader present Walker’s system in a more intelligible and practical
form than it possesses in the works of the original author, and that
consequently Mr. Bartlett’s volume is better adapted to school use.

It would afford us much pleasure to see a third edition of the
Reader, containing Walker’s rules simplified and abridged. We
hope, however, that it will appear on better paper, and be issued
from a more accurate press. We may suggest, at the same time,
what we think would be a valuable improvement in this and every
other book on elocution,—we mean double the common space be-
tween the lines; so as to leave sufficient room for an easy and un-
embarrassed glance of the eye along every line with its accents and
pauses. Such an aid is very scrviceable to the teacher himself,
when reading to his pupils; but it is peculiarly valuable to the
youngest class of learners.

® Analysis of Vocal Inflections as used in Reading and Speaking : designed to
render the pnnclplcs of Walker's Elements more iatelligible. Aundover, 1824.
8vo. pp. 20
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tory of its labors in this respect may be divided into three distinet
branches: 1st, The researches which it excited, on the physical
education of children, as well as on the best method of instruction
and moral education. 2d. The preparation of elementary books,
to aid in putting these methods in practice. 3d. The schools
which it founded, not with the intention of holding them perma-
nently, and still less of assuming the general charge of primary
instruction, but to offer temporarily to common schools, models by
which they might attain to greater perfectioti.

Besides these schools, which are destined only for those chil-
dren, which the members of the society might place in them, some
of its departments actually established gratuitous schools for the
poor; and the greater number of them formed little libraries, with
the view of affording the workmen and workwomen, after quitting
the schools, the means of rational and profitable entertajnment.

Various towns, excited by the example and encouragement of
the society, undertook the renovation and extension of their schaols.
It was thus that the magistrates of Amsterdam, following, in 1797,
the advice of the two departments of that city, undertook the erec-
tion of their noble schools for the benefit of the poor that wera
not enregistered in any church,—schools which now mclude (1812)
more than 4000 children of both sexes.*

But in 1801, 1803, and 1806, the general government gave to
the society testimonials of its esteem, and conformed to the advice
of many of its members, in the measures it adopted, at those three
periods, for the reform and general organisation of primary in-
struction.

The law of the third of April 1806, is still the regulation by
which all the primary schools are governed.

The number of schools and pupils is already very remarkable.
There were in Holland, at the time of the union, 4451 primary
schools of all classes, a.nd more than 190,000 pupils, for a popula-
tion of one million nine hundred thousand souls; which constitutes
one tenth of the inhabitants, and proves that the greater part of
the children of an age to go to school are actually in attendance.
Indeed, several of the prefects, especially that of Groningen, as
sured us, that, at present, not a single young man can be found in
their department, that cannot read and write.

The formal and regular instruction of the public schools consists
in reading, caligraphy, orthography, mental and common arithme~
tic, some elements of drawing, geometry, and geography, and the
singing of hymns. But the books i in which the children are made
to read, the subjects which are dictated to them, the examples

* Amstertlam had had, from 1746, but two clarity schools. In 1819, there
were eleven.
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which they copy, the hymns and cantiques which are given them
to chaunt, all'tend to'penetrate their minds, and give them, almost
insensibly, an infinity of other useful knowledge

The composition, choice, and gradation of books, constitute the
basis of the system. There is an astonishing number of them,
each one having had the liberty of proposing his own: but M.
Vanden-Ende has reduced, by order of the minister of the interior,
& catalogue of the best, which he has distributed agreeably to their
contents, in the order in which they are to succeed each other in
the classes.

Those to be first used, are accompanied with suitable pxcturel
for impressing on the mmds of children the knowledge of exterior
objects, ahd of connecting in their memories the words to the ideas
which they represent. Next follew short moral histories or sto-
ries, calculated to interest them. From these they proceed to
others, which treat of those objects of nature which are most cu-
rious and useful to man; processes of art most necessary to be
understood; and throughout the whole are interspersed, without
affectation, useful reflections on Providence, and on the duties of
men to each other. Sacred history, profane history, and the his-
tory of the country, treated in such a way as to take with children,
are the subjects of other little works. In some of them are ex-
plained the principles of civil and criminal law. In teaching them
to draw, or rather to trace regular lines, they are made to judge of
length and of angles by the eye, and equal care is taken to render
all their other exercises practical, and subservient to the purposes
of morality and utility.

The consequence is, that children thus taught have engraven
on their minds, while simply learning to read, write, and calculate,
things which the scholars of ordinary schools never learn, or learn
only with difficulty, when their profession permits them to read,
after leaving school; and which inspire them with just and noble
sentiments, which the world will doubtless weaken, but of which
it will never entirely efface the impression.

Almost as much has been written for teachers as for scholars;
the method which they are to follow, and the questions they are to
put to their scholars, are pointed out in each of their respective
works.

The means contrived for instructing in religion children of every
different persuasion, without exposing them to dangerous contro-
versies, is exceedingly ingenious, and at the same time truly re-
spectable. The particular dogmas of each christian communion are
treated on Sundays by each minister in his church. The history
of the New Testament, the life and doctrine of Jesus Christ, and
the dogmas in which christians agree, ara explained in the schools
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on Suturdays, whien no Jews are present on account of their sab-
bath; but the'truths'common'to 'all 'religions, are intimately inter-
woven with all the branches of instruction; and to these the others
all stand related. -

The distribution of time is generally two hours in' the morning,
and two hours in the afternoon for ordinary scholars; and two
hours in the evening for young people that have left school, and
gone to some occupation, but are still desirous to be perfected in
what they have learned. This evening school is an institution of
the greatest utility, not only confirming the benefits of the other,
but also withdrawing the youth from infinite sources of disorder
and corruption. ,

It remains to be stated, how it is, that so many children are
taught at once to read and write, a thing so difficult, that it is hard
to imagine, at an advanced age, how it could have been acquired
in childhood. :

The smaller scholars are placed on benches one behind another,
and opposite to a black board. The master has his letters on small
blocks which he attaches successively to the board, by grooves or
any other mechanism. That which strikes and amuses children
the most, is best. He directs their attention to the form of each
letter, and teaches them its sound, beginning with the vowels, and
proceceding to the simple sounds of the diphthongs, and then to
consonants, simple or compound, which are designated by their
sounds, by adding only an ¢ mute. Forty or fifty children look on
at once, and pronounce together; and repeat in the same manner
when prepared, easy syllables and words which the master exhibits
to them in the same manner. The ignorant are thus taught with-
out the weariness of personal attention, and without the risk of
being scolded. Whole words are read together in chorus, and it
is then only that books are given to them, and they are made to
read singly: in this exercise, they are even made to read at hazard,
in order that the eyes of all may be obliged to follow the reader.* -

Wiriting follows nearly the same process: forty or fifty children,
tfurnished with little slates and pencils of talc, follow with their eyes
whatever the master traces on the large board. From simple
strokes they are conducted to letters, and thence, (as soon as they
can name them,) to syllables and words, at first agreeably to the
model, and afterwards from dictation. As they advance in ortho-
graphy, they are exercised in correcting, verbally, phrases pur-

* It is almost needless to remark, that the manner in which reading is taught
in the schools of Holland, bears a near resemblance to that of Lancaster. It is
the same with writing, but with this important differeace, that ia the new method,
reading and writing are simultaneously taught, and consequently the children ex-
perience less difficulty, and lcarn more rapidly. Dr. G ‘
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and to arrest, as far as possible, the progress of decay by which its
already indistinct lines are rapidly faiding from our view.

There appear 'to 'have been no' public accounts preserved of the
first three years after the settlement of Boston; and those of the
first half century often resemble Arabic more than modern English
writing; and can now be read only by the antiquary. The first
entry on the book of records of the town is of a date no earlier
than “1634, 7th month, day 1.” During the remainder of that
year, the chief business of the public meetings appears to have re-
garded the most obvious and immediate necessities of an infant set-
tlement, as the allotment of lands, care of cattle, direction of high-
ways, and similar municipal regnlmons, ecclesiastical affairs,
which constituted the most prominent feature in the character of
the Fathers of New England, being transacted in the church, and
forming no part of the Records of the town, as such. But they
did nat suffer a longer period to elapse, than until the 13th of the
2d month, (viz.-April)) 1635, before it is stated as a part of the
tmnsactxons of a public meetmg, “Likewise it was then generally
agreed upon that our brother Philemon Pormont [or Purment] shal-
be intreated to become scholemaster for the teaching and nourtering
of children with us.” To Mr. Purment was assigned a tract of
thirty acres of land at “Muddy River,” now, it is believed, a part
of Brookline, and the grant publicly confirmed, ‘with others,
16317.

That this person, however, was not the only individual of his
profession within the new town, appears from an assignment of a
“garden plott to Mr. Danyell Maude, schooleraster, upon the con-
dition of building thereon, if neede be.” It is not certain he kept
a school within the town, nevertheless; and from the mention of
¢“The Schoolmaster,” incidentally, ten years after, it would seem
that Mr. Purment was alone in that office.

The General Court of Massachusetts having, at a previous pe-
riod,* granted to the town of Boston several of the Islands, with
whlch the bay is so beautifully interspersed, the Records state,
that in 1641, “It’s ordered that Deare Island shall be improved for
the maintenance of a Free schoole for the Towne, and such other
occasions as the Townsmen for the time being shall thinke meet, the
sayd schoole being sufficiently provided for.” Capt. Edward Gib-
bon was soon after intrusted with the ¢are and use of the island,
‘“until the towne doe let the same.”. Accordingly, in 1644 it was
let for three years, at the rate of seven pounds per annum, express-
ly for the use of the school. In 1647, at the expiration of this
lease, it was again let for seven years, and the rent was now “‘four-

® Town Records, vol. 2 on the first written leaf.
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teen pounds per antum for the Scoles use in provision and clothing.”
This lease was' éxténded in/ 1648 to twenty one years, at the same

rate of rent. The next year Long Island and Spectacle Island
were placed on similar footing, and the Selectmen were to take or-
der that they be leased, paying a yearly rent on every acre, rated
afterwards at sixpence, for the use of the School.

It seoms to have been the design of the community to endow
their free school, as they delight to name it, with bequests in their
wills, lands rented on long leases, and similar sources of income,
after the English manner, in preference to a direct support from
the public treasury. Thus in 1649, Wm. Phillips “agreed to give
13s. 4d. per ann. forever to the use of the Schoole for the land that
Christopher Stanley gave in his will to the Schoole’s use.” Forty
shillings per annum for the same use were secured by lease of 500
acres of land at Braintree, and several other sums on different
lands belonging to the Town, at about the same date. In 1654
“It is-ordered, that the ten pounds left by legacy to y° schoole of
Boston by mis Hudson deceased, shall be lett to Capt. James Ol-
liver for sixteen shillings per ann. so long as hee pleases to improve
itt,” &e. Orders were also taken for collecting rents on “Deare
Island, Long Island, and Spectacle Island due to the use of y*

Imole ”” and the renters were required to appear yearly and trans-
act this concern. The first named Island was leased in 1662 to
Sir Thos. Temple, knight and “Barronight,” as the scribe of the
day quaintly spells it, for 31 years, ats£14 per ann. “ to be paid
yearly every first day of March to the Towne Treasurer for the
use of the free schoole,” About four years after this, however,
& release of severahrents for the Islands and other lands was made,
the support of the school arising, doubtless, in great measure, from
other funds.

It does not appear from the Records at what period Mr Purment
died, or ceased to instruct, or whether Mr. Maude was his success-
or ornot. But before 1650 another person had been introduced
into the charge of instructing youth, for at that date is the follow-
ing record. “It is alsoe agreed on that Mr. Woodmansey y*
schoolmaster shall have fiftye pounds p. an. for his teaching y*
schollers and his p’portion to be made up by ratte.” This gentle-
man is further named in 1652 on occasion of a sale of land by the
town, with reservation to the inhabitants of a right to “inlarge the
skoolebouse;” and it appears that the house in which he lived was
the town’s property, and situated near the plaee of his professional
employment, with only one lot between, whish belonged to the
School house.* The rent of this lot was subsequently assigned to

*Town Records, 1653.
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fund among the soveral Statcs, in proportion to the representation
ot each in'this House. '’

Of appropriating a porlion of these procceds to a new and specific
object.—A part of the public demain was acquired by the fortune
of war, and a part by purchase. The whole constitutes a common
fund for the joint benefit of the States and the People. This do-
main amounted to some hundred millions of acres, and, of it, pro-
bably some two hundred millions of acres of good land yet remain
unsold. It is true, that the proceeds of these lands, together
with those of the internal duties, and the duties on merchandise
and the tonnage of vessels, to the amount of ten millions of dol-
lars annually, are appropriated and pledged to the ¢ Sinking Fund.!
But, is this a valid objection to the appropriation of the whole or of
any part of the procceds of these lands to arty other proper object?
Since the act of March, 1817, making this appropriation and pledge
to the sinking fund, the annual average amount ofthe public revenue
has been about twenty millions of dollars. So long, therefore, as
ten millions of dollars are left to the sinking fund, the appropria-
tion is answered and the pledge redeemed ; and the surplus reve-
nue, from whatever source derived, not having becn appropriated
or pledged, remains to be disposed of in such way and for such
purposes as the Congress may direct. But, are the public lands
a source of revenue upon which a wise and prudent government
ought to risk its credit? Will capitalists lend their money upon
such taguc and uncertain security? The land may be offered for
sale, hut no man can be compelled to buy. The purchase is wholly
voluntary. The promised revenue to be derived from it is alto-
gether contingent. It depends not at all upon the power or the
necessities of the government, but upon the will of the purchaser
Besides, the faith of the government docs not consist in the intrin-
=ic valuc of the thing pledged. This is not enough. No prudent
wman, fur example, would lend his money to the government to be
reimbursed out of the proceeds which may or may not accrue from
the lead mines and salt springs belonging to the United States.
The value of the pledge is the credit it secures. And the thing
pledged is valued in proportion to its peculiar fitness and proper
adaptedrness to the end for which it was pledged. So that the faith
of the government nccessarily depends upon its ability to coerce
the possession—to touch and turn the thing pledged into money.
This the government cannot do with the public lands. They are
indeed, tangible; but neither the wisheg, the will, nor the power
of the government, can change them into money. They are,
therefore, not a proper source of revenue, upon which the faith or
the credit of the nation shculd be hazarded. Congress scems to
have eansidered them so. A township of land has been given to



SCHOOL FUND FOR THE SEVERAL STATES. 223

the ¢ Nation’s Guest.’ Large portions of land have, from time to
time, been given//to' other individuals, and to public institutions.
Now, if it be good faith to give away the lands, from which the
revenue pledged to the sinking fund is derived, it cannot be bad
fuith to appropriate a portion at least of their proceeds for the sup-
port of common schools. ,

Of converting it inlo a permasent fund for the sole use and support
of common schools iy the several States.—Unless children are taught
bow to govern themselves, and how to be governed, by law, they
will rarely make good citizens. It may be objected that the Con-
stitution does not give to Congress the power to appropriate the
proceeds of these lands for the purposes of Education. The ques-
tion is not whether Congress can superintend and control the pri-
vate schools in the several States, but whether Congress can ap-
propriate the proceeds of these lands for the use and support of
those private schools, to be applied by and under the exclusive au-
thority of the several States. The only clause in the Constituation,
which, perhaps, can in any way restrain the general right of appro-
priating money, is that which declares that the Congress shall
have power ¢ to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises,
to pay the debts, and provide for the common defence and general
welfare of the United States.’

Can the proceeds of the public lands, in any sense, be consid-
ered a tax, duty, impost, or excise? A tax must be levied, and the
obligation to pay it, created by the authority of law. The money
derived from the public lands is not levied, nor is the obligation
to pay it created by law. Both the purchase and the obligation are
voluntary. The Constitution gives Congress the power of dispo-
sing of the territory and other property ofthe United States, but it
no where considers the proceeds of these lands as a revenue to be
applied as the proceeds of taxes are directed to be applied. The
Military Academy at West Point is an invaluable institution. 1f
Congress has the constitutional power (and we believe no one de~
mics it) to establish such a school; to draw money directly from
the public treasury for its support; to pay for teaching a boy ma-
thematics and enginecring; it may be difficult to show that Cou-
gress has not the power to employ a few acres of the public do-
main to tcach a poor man’s son how to read. But did any doubt
" remain, that doubt would appear to be removed, by referring to the
facts, that a portion of these lands has, from the beginning, been
set apart for the purposes of common education, and that other por-
tions of them have becn given, from time to time, for the use of
colleges, and of deaf and dumb asylums, and for the construction
of roads and canals.

OF apportioning this fead among the several States.—F.quality of
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ral States, will be doing equal and exact justice. But the princi-
pal, in that case; would be annually expended. The consequence
of this will be, that, as the public domain diminishes by sales, un-
till the whole is sold, the fountain whence the fund is to be drawn,
will be gradually and finally exhausted, and the fund and its bene-
fits, of necessity, diminish and cease together. As this domain is
not exhaustless, if the principal, set apart for the use of these
common schools, be annually expended, its benefits will be
chiefly confined to our own time; but, by investing the princi-
pal, and dividing the interest only, the fund will accumulate,
and its benefits may continue to future ages. The Committee,
therefore, propose, that the sum annually appropriated, shall be
invested by the United States, in some productive fund, the inte-
rest, or other proceeds of which shall be annually apportioned
among the several States, according to the representation of each
State in the House of Representatives of the United States. This
sum may be invested in various ways. It may be invested in Bank,
Canal, or United States stock, or a new stock may be created for
the purpose, or portions of the redeemed stock of the United
States may, from time to time, be set apart by the Commissioners
of the Sinking Fund, uncancelled, and bearing the former, or a new
rate of interest, to meet the object. The general investment of
the principal by the United States, and the division of the interest
in the manner proposed, seems to be the only way by which all
the States and all thé people can now and hereafter be equally
benefitted. The annual appropriation should, and may, be so invest-
ed, as neither to affect, for the worse, the commercial relations of
the country, nor to create artificial distinctions, or moneyed aris-
tocracies. It should, and may, be so invested and applied, as to
satisiy the moral and intellectual wants of all, while it will supply
the pecuniary wants of none. Should the interest, by any parti-
cular mode of investing the principal, become an annual charge
upon the United States, still, as the whole matter will, at all times,
depend upon the wisdom and pleasure of the States and the People,
no man, we believe, can reasonably doubt that they will release
this charge the instant its burthens exceed its benefits. Hence,
the evils of the measure, if there be any, will be rather negative
than positive, and always under the control of the People, who alone
are to be benefitted or injured by it.

In further discussing this measure, some of its obvious ad-
vantages must not be overlooked. 1t will give some aid to all, in
the acquisition of learning. It will give efficient aid to the destl-
tute, without which aid they must be left uneducated and in igno-
rance. It will diffuse, in the quickest and cheapest way, the

vOL. I. 29
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INTELLIGENCE.

EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY. .
Tuz following list of the course of studies, and of the names of {he
hulbubouiuﬁtuﬁon,ilm&onhumwd'

. Literaturs and Philesephy. -

Latia, (jonior and senior classes,) Professor Pillans.
Matbematier m" ol and third e')h-u,) » Wallace.
$0C!

S oy, B
Natoral Philonophy, , Leakie. '
Rhetoric and Belies Lattres, Rev.Dr. 4. Brews.
Nataral History, Professor Jamescn.
Agriculture, Dr. Coventry.

TAeolegy. '
Diviaity, Rev. Dr. W, Ritchis,
Diviaity and Church History, » Dr. .
Hebrew and Chaldee Languages, »n Dr. Bruaton.

Lavw. R

Civil Law: Pandec ;
Iostitutes, . ts 2 Professor Irvine.
Scots Law, y»  Bell
Public Law, »  Hamilton,
Coaveyancing, g  Napier.

Medicine.

Dietetics, Materia Medica, and Pharmacy,  Dr. Duncan, junr.
Practice of Physi

ysic, Dr. Home.
Chemistry and Chemical Pharmacy, Dr. Hope. .
}'heoty of ?t;’l:ict’ho ' Dr. Duncan, sen. & Dr. Alisgn.
natomy a! al

Principies and Practics of swm,§ Dr. Monyo.

and Practice of Midwifery, Dr. Hamilton.
Clicical Medicipe, Dr. Grabam & Dr. Alison,
Choical Surgery, Professor Russell.
Military Surgery. Dr. Baltingall.

Lectures of the Summer Session.

Botany. Dr. Graham.
‘Chnical Lectures on Medicine, Dr. Home. -
Clizical Lectures on Surgery, Professor Russell..
Bedical Jurisprudence, Dr. Christison.
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guages,’ tobe called ¢ La Fayette College. There is to be forever maintain-
od 1o this college a professorship of the German ; and as soon as it
shall be organised and ' ready for the reception of pupi adjutant general of
this commoawealth is required to -deliver to the gorponlm 100 muskets and
bayonets with belts, bayonet scabbards, and cartouch boxes, complete.

INDIAN SCHOOLS.

The government pays 13,500 dollars anoually, for the support of schools, &c.
at 38 stations among various tribes of Indians. Of the schools, 16 were establish-
ed by the American Board of Foreign missions, 7 by the Baptists, 6 by the United
Foreign Missionary Society, 2 by the Moravians, &c. society of Jesuits
have a catholic school among the Indians of Missouri, which receives eight hundred
doliars annually. -The number of teachers, (including their families,) at all the
schools, is 281; number of scholars, 1159. !

MECHANICS’ INSTITUTIONS IN ENGLAND,

There were in England in the beginning of December, eighty-five or ninety
mechanics’ institutes, or similar elfﬂbﬁlhmlflenll connectqi with libraries. The
celebrated trician and astronomer, La Place, had written a letter to the
m«-t the London mechanics’ institate, in which he commended -them

MECHANICS’ INSTITUTIONS IN FRANCE.

Mechanics® institutions are forming in Paris, under the direction of Baron
Charles Dupin, and in other cities of France, by some learned professors. ’

COMMON SCHOOLS IN NORTH CAROLINA.

The Legislature of North Carolina, at its present session, bas passed a law
which provides a fund for the establishment of Common Schools throughout that
state.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN PENNSYLVANIA.

According to the eighth annual report of the Controllers of the Public Schools
of the first School District of Pcnnsylvania, the number of pupils belonging to the
8chools of mutual instruction is 3507. viz:—

In the Boys. Girls. Totals.
Model 3chool, 342 240 582
Lombard Street, 262 229 491
Northern Liberties, 300 297 597
Kensington, 178 171 347
Southwark, 339 268 607
Moyamensing, 203 208 411
Spring Garden, | 87 52 139

ary street, (coloured. 185

+ Gaskill, stree& (coloum)i.) 148; 3

1894 1618 3507

Exclusive of the alphabet and spelling departments, and writers on slates,
there are among these children 1728 in the reading, 899 in the paper writing, and
1474 in the arithmetic classes :—in the latter branch some have advanced to vul-
gar fractions, and in several schools grammar and geography have been success-
fully taught. Knitting and other useful needlework forms part of the instruction
of the girls, and at one of the schools the platting of straw has recently been bene-
ficially introduced.
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NOTICES.

WORKS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

The Biblical Reader; or Interesting Extracts from the Sacred Scrip-
tures, with Practical Observations, and Questions for the Examination
of Scholars. For the use of Schools generally, and Sunday Schools in
perticular: also well calculated for Individuals and Families. By the
Rev. J. L. Blake, A, M. Rector of St. Matthew’s Church,and Principal
of a Literary Seminary, Boston, Mass. with Cuts. Boston, 1826: 12
mo. pp. 472.

The object of this excellent volume is to ¢ furnish schools with such selections
from the sacred volume as aﬁpeared peculiarly interesting and instructive to the
rising generation.” The book is arranged in ters, each embracitg a distinct
portion of the scriptures, and forming a lesson of moderate.length. Questions ia-
tended (o secure the pupil’s attention, and impress the subject on his memory, are
anoexed to every chapter; and a few practical observations are subjoined, as &
proper coaclusion of the lesson.

‘The plan of this work is, we think, one which cannot fail to render it emiaently
useful ’

In two minor poiats, also, it seems well adapted for schools. The arrangement
of numbered verses is dispensed with ; and the pages present the form of regular
paragraphs, dependent on the connection and }E sense. More attention is thus
attracted to the meaning, and the exercise of reading is greatly facilitated.

We quote from the preface the following valuable directions for the use of this
work ; as the exercise suggested would certainly be entitled to a })hce among va- -
luable improvements in Instruction. ¢ At the appointed hour for beginning the
school, and before any studies or recitations are introduced, let one of the scholars
read aloud,distinctly and reverently, one of the chapters : while one is thus reading
Jet all be in profound silence ; to insure the attention of the whole school to

- what is read, each one should be liable to be called on to apswer the few questions

which follow the chapter.’—¢* When the reading is finished, and the questions are
answered, the instructer should read, impressively, the practical observations
which succeed.?

As we believe that the Biblical Reader will be extensively used in families and
schools, we would suggest to the author the following additions : a few questions
ou the practical observations which follow each chapter, and some geographical
and historical illustrations from Burder, Harris, and other suitable authors, so as
to render every lesson still more interesting instructive.

An Address delivered May 23d, 1820, to the Teachers of the South
Parish Sunday School, Portsmouth, by the Rev. Nathan Parker. 18
mo. pp. 18. .

This little pamphlet abounds in valuable practical suggestions, which may be

advaatageous) ted by instructers lly, as well as by that cless for
whoee use it w’ummmidmdy intenm' i y

Useful Tables of Scripture Names, Scripture Geography, Scripture
Chronology, and Scriptare References ; including valuable Harmo-
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mies of the Scriplures, by the Rev. G. Towneend, and S.F. Jarvis,
D. D. prepared to accompany the Reference Bible, By Hervey Wil-
bar. A. M. Boston,| 18265 18mo.) (pp. 86.

-

This wwful manmal presests, first, the proper sames of scripture accented for
pre. ntve, according to Walker's Key and Rules : second, an d
G . . -oc5 sames as are thought of any mmportance for elecidating texts, either
i .« v. Testament or the New: third, a geseral view of sacred geography,
(> v J.E Mcreeter)  Io the last mentioned department, alter a few gene-
. = - Zetorv ~iservatinos, the learner is fernished with a geographical vocaba-

ad 1 ez T ws miormatios wittie a small compase.—Thes follows a chro-
B oo ~ecz 3§ of 12 Ol Testamenst, 2 * a syllabes of Townsend’s recent
A - W& el tads o Larsfats chroniclke.? The plan of a simple and in-
£ @ L-0TvE) o Te CUzr oo-nei i the mext importint article in the Tables.
A e o L taie, o~y 1l e of reserences, conclede the volame.

F-m e az.¥-» w a2 lere aven ol the coctents of this work, our readers
W.. enveve il the Jam of toe comidir b W0 fomm intelligent readers of the sa-
e vo.ITe.

We w -2d take the 5wty of mezresting to the proprietor of this wseful mageal,
® ter . Vol tte P~orcmixz B.tie, and the asthor of the Biblical Reader,
2y 1¥ o 2noaterected 230 coedial co-operatioa in the prodaection of one school-
b &, rtmTears e Dens of their respec tive works, they would greatly feciki-
tat» -+ 2.3 wirect o, asd perform a servive which would entitle them to the
PeoPeteas sratkade cf the Amencas commenity.

A Spei’ing Bk con*a cing Exercises in Orthography, Pronunciation,
ar! heacinz. By Wiiiam Bclles. New London, 1825 : 12mo. pp.

R
ST

Mr. B:Jdes’ speiirg-book cootaze Walker's nolation of orthoepy, apphied to
e~ =z s of words arranzed somewtat as the plan of Mr. Webster. The read-
oz ksees are judr sy composed or selected ; teing inteligible and pleasing
m tow styie. Tre vocacsiary will be fownd a very weefal part of the book.
Tow deZzrivas of the words are, in most instances, very happily given: they are,
i 1act, what they cuzit to be im every book of this kind, ex| tory, rather
than boza al: they give the simiScation of the word=—a thing much more useful to
cheairen than the most exact and facithess defmition.

Cornelius Nep('-s de Viti Excellentivm Imperatorum. From the
thin! Edivon of J. H. Bremi. With English Notes.  Boston, 1826: 12
mo. pp 174

It was with pecular satisfactica that we beard of this schoal-book being in the
press.  There is oo classizal writer tetter suited for an introduction to Cesar; and
Dooe pertape, w the wick rarce of Latm readieg, more acceptable or more use-
fal to the young. The cultivatica of an early acquaintacce with ancient history,
and of a taste for a si: ple, correct, and chaste style of composition, shiould be
goscg oa alonz with every branch of stady, and more especially with every stage
of classical educatwn. We are ziad thereiore to receive this excellent school-book
from a source o well entitled to pa-lic confidence as the school at Northanipton.

In several years® wee of Correiios Nepos, our ooly dissatisfaction has arisen from
the oumeroas inaccuracies and false readings of the common school copies of this
work., many of the Fnclish and >cotch editions being, if possible, more fauity than
the American  fie Kezent’s Classice, it is troe, famish a beautifal copy, and a
carefully revised text; Lut the ook which is thus offered is too rare among us,
and too costly for school use.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Printed or manuscript accounts of the following institutions bave been received,
and shall be inserted ia our subsequent numbers.

Maine Wesleyan Seminary.
Erasmus H: L.Nl.Y
Geneva College, N. Y.
gbewerﬁ:ld Aeadcmyk N.YH.
artwick Semicary, N. Y.
Westfield Academy, Mass.
Dickineon Pa.
Noyes® School, N. H.
Derby Academy, Mass.
Hoplkias® Bchoo{ Mass.
Haverbill Academy, N. H.
¥nmrd Uhiversity.
ale College. :
Gardiner Lyceum, Me.
Public Schools of New-York.
Agricultural School, of Dummer Academy, Me.
Baltimore C%leofe
Cumberland e, Tenn.
Female Seminary, Wethersfield, Coon.

‘We would acknowledge the receipt of several valuable communications, for
which we shall endeavor to ntake room as early as possible: among these are the
following s

Parish Schools of Scotland,

Strictures on a Review in this Journal, [ Zeto.]
Education of females, [H.]

Moethods ofinstruction. [M. K.]

Our ﬁhovledgemenh are due to an anonymous friend who has forwarded we
a packet of very interesting pamphlets, which we bave no doubt will be very ser-
viceable to our purposes.

The Report and the Act contained in our present number have excluded Mr.
N. Webster’s letter to the pablic, and reviews of Alger’s Pronouncing Bible aad of
Jamieson’s Rbetoric. The review of Greek Grammars shall appear in our pext
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faculties which they possess, the pride which mantles in her bosom
as she markstheir| progress in| knowledge, the light which beams
from her countenance at every fresh display of talent and of mental
excellence. These heartfelt emotions, these looks of gladness,
speak more eloquently than language, the watchfulness, the strength,
and the endurance of maternal affection.

Aud if such is the power of maternal feeling, how important that
those who will thus have the moulding of the infant mind, should
themselves be thoroughly instructed! The stamp to character is
then given—the impression made in infancy is lasting—the real
germ of the future man is formed at that period. Long before his
-faculties shall be matured, he may have received an inclination
different from that for which nature originally designed him, and
which never can be entirely removed. For while we do justice to
the female character, it must not be forgotten, that no greater evil
can happen to the young, than to be left to the care of mothers ig-
norant or depraved. Maternal influence will still prevail, but how
improperly may it be directed; maternal affection will still be there,
but oh, how perverted in its usefulness! Spoiled by indulgence, or
depraved by the force of a bad example, the spring-time of life will
be suffered to run to waste, and those precious moments will be
lavished in idleness, or what is worse, will be debased by vice, on
the wise improvement of which, their future usefulness and pros-
perity must depend.

How much talent has been lost by the mxsapphcahon of those
golden hours; and which misapplication has been occasioned more
by the inconsiderate and perverse conduct of those,who then unfortu-
nately had the power to control, than by the follies and effervescence
of youthful passion and extravagance! How also may false notions,
and inveterate prejudices, and against which, a powerful mind in
after life, has been able with difficulty to contend, how may these
be traced to the enduring impressions made upon the mind in

" childhood! Though age shall have ripened the faculties, and
though reason may refute, and innate manliness of character may
generally cause the mind to rise superior to these delusions, yet
the impression made by them in early life, will still be there; and its
power will be felt in those moments of despondency when the strong_
faculties of the mind have been wearied into lassitude by over ex-
ertion, or have been subdued and broken down by misfortune.

The intellectual improvement of children does not generally ar-
rest a father’s attention, until after the years more properly belong-
ing to infancy have passed. Engaged in the active pursuits of life,
he has not leisure, nor indeed does it appear to him essential, that
his time should be devoted to the mental improvement of hls chil-
dren. Their early instruction is therefore left to a mother’s watch-
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pesvamce (ae same practical smxim, which that illwstrious statesman
-——n—nhuuh_d.-nhm-d

el cancerns & Emman secaety. Sufficient atieation has mat been
pmi. ve anve siten thougis, to the plain distinctiont betwesn the
atsmmstrenss. 2 & muy e called, of the republic of learning, and
the aosus megects of that adwimistration; of, to diop the figure,
betseen e mese medes or matrumests, by which knowiedge s to
¢ commmmrzed andi the cemstituest elemeats of kaowiedge it-
sul k-n—.-—tm-ammau_-n
wEA Dose MMIXEENES is a specics of acquisitisn, which may be
caled Saawindge: as the acqumintance of a mochanic with the tools
of ies Taie may 0w calied by the sume name. But the instruments
dm.i—gdybmww&eddwp
st @ soence and iseramwre, must ever bold a subordimete rank
o Dowe cbjects wiach they emable us (o aftain

Thes @sonctee, we thank. bas in no case been more everiocked,
than n the staiv of angeages. The ardest cultivation of anciest
ami meders Rterature m Earepe, for a long time past, to say no-
g of e comstantly imcreasing intercourse of nations in comse-
quance of commercial and other coanections, has rendered it ne-
cessary W dsevote mach mere tmme to this study, than was required
saly amit’ a cemtury ago. The mercaatile and many other classes
uﬂvmm&nw{amdhﬂ,'&
the scholar is also obliged to acquaint himself with them, becanse
Latn, which was oace the caly medium of intercourse among the
learned of ditferent mations. is now less used than formerly for that
purpose, and the numerous subjects of literature and science are
more trequently discassed in the native languages of the writers.
The business of authorship, toe, has increased so rapidly, that it is
quite impoesible for any scholar, who would keep himself igformed
of the state of knowledge in the world, to wait till he can obtain
translations, even if he could stoop to make use of those miserable
substitutes for original works. The whole body of translators in

could not keep pace with his wants. A literary man, there-
fore, at the present day, must make himself acquainted with seve-
ral of the modern languages, in order to possess himself of the
same proportion of knowledge, and to sustain the same reputation
which he formerly could do, by means of the Latin alone.

But this state of things is not practically attended with so many
disadvantages, as might at first view be supposed; for the affinities
of the European languages, the continual intercourse of nations,
and the consequent diffusion of books and native teachers, rendes
it almost as easy at the present day to acquaint oneself with seve-
ral languages, as ‘it formerly was with only one or two. We are
still obliged, however, in making ourselves familiar with these ia-
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ders to the merits of the two methods or systems of grammar, of
which the works before us are specimens; and, at the same time,
to the more general question, how far it is expedient, particularly
in the circumstances of our country, to make frequent changes in
books of instruction.

We have observed, that the two grammars before us had not at-
tracted our notice on account of any marked superiority over many
others; amd we presume, that one principal reason why the Glow-
cester Grammar was originally selected by the University, was its
being written in English. This cireumstance alone would certainly
have entitled it to the preference over others, which were then in
use; for, besides facilitating the progress of boys, who were going
on in the usual course, it would enable such as were disposed, to
begin their classical studies with Greek instead of Latin; a method,
which has the decided approbation of many eminent scholars in
Europe, who have been practically acquainted with the business of
instructing youth* Since that period, however, several other
Greek grammars have been published in English; among which the
best known are Bell’s Compendious Grammar, constructed upon the
ancient plan, and. Valpy’s, upon the modern or reformed plan. We
might also add Jones’s Philosophical Grammar, which, like his Latin
one, exhibits many views of great interest and utility to the advanc-
ed scholar, but is not likely to find its way into schools. Bell’s
Grammar is a valueble one, and is honorably noticed by Dr. Valpy
himself, in the preface to his own; but though it has gone through
many editions in England, more, we believe, than Valpy’s, it has
not been'used, so far as we are informed, in this country; while
there have been several editions of Falpy’s, within the short period
that the work has been known among us. This last, indeed, was
for a time the only competitor with the Gloucester Grammar for
public favor; but, more lately, the second work at the head of our
article, commonly called Hachenberg’s, has been published under
the patronage of the flourishing College at New-Haven, and now

* This question is of so great importance in & classical education, that we can-
pot forbear adding ia this place, the strong and decisive testimony of Wytlen-
bach, who has been called by English writers ¢ the first scholar on the continent
for comprehensite and profound erudition,’ and who formed his opinion after the
experience of morc than twenty years as an instructer. ¢ Within a little time,’
says he, in bis interesting and affectionate address to his pupils, ¢ you shail under-
stand the Greek, with as much ease as you now do the Latin writers ; and, in-
deed, unless you accomplish as much as that, it will hardly h.ve been worth
your while to bave gone through the labor you have done. You might, iudeed,
have arrived at that point already, aud have possessed a more extensive aad ac-
carate knowledge of Lalin, if you had begun the studies «f your childhood with
Greck instead of Laiin. But, that this method will be generally adog;ed, is what
1 dare not hope, though I ardently wish for it." Selecta Princip. Histor. Pref.
p. xxiv. The opinions of many other scholars, to the same effect, might be

adduced, if the occasion authorised it.
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aujoys at least an equal share of the public favor with Valpy’s; and,
in one particular, the syntax, it is certainly entitled to the prefer-
ence. Not long after Hachenberg’s was first printed here, another,
constructed also upon the modern plan, yet not without some devia-
tions from it, was published; we allude to the well known Gram-
mar Of Butimann, recently translated by the distinguished scholar,
who lately filled the chair of one of the professorships at Cam-
bridge. This work, however, has not yet found admission into our-
schools. Whether this bas happened, as the learned translator
feared might be the case, in consequence of its being ¢ somewhat in
advaace of the state of philological studies in this country,’ or from
some other cause, we will not undertake to decide. With the
view, hawever, of bringing it into use, a very concise Abridgement
of it has been just published by a well known and ardent scholar,
who has already done honor to his country, and is destined, as we
trust, in conjunction with bis able associate, to confer benefits upon
it, whose effects will long be felt. This abridgement is well exe-
cuted, as might be expected from its author; but we shall have a
remark to make in another part of this article, on the subject of
keeping boys to the same book, through every stage of their classi-
cal studies, instead of beginning with abridgements, and then pro-
ceeding to larger works.

Besides the republications of English and German Grammars
above enumerated, our own country has furnished two, and possibly
more original works of this kind, though we have seen but two. The
first of them was published in the year 1796, at Worcester in this
state, by Mr. Caleb Alexander, under the title of ¢ 4 Grammatical
System of the Grecian Language.’ This work is neither wholly con-
formable to the modern nor the ancient plan of arrangement; for
the author adopts four conjugations of the barytone, and three of
the contracted verbs; and in the nouns, while he makes but three
declensions of the Simples, he makes five of the Contracts, agree-
ably to a classification of them in Milner’s Greek Grammar, which
was published in England in the year 1740, and was, we believe,
the first ever written in the English language. Mr. Alexander’s
grammar certeinly possesses considerable merit, especially when
we consider the little zeal for Greek studies at the time when it
was published. The other American grammar, to which we have
alluded, is that of Professor Smith, of Dartmouth College, publish-
ed in the year 1809, upon the modermn plan, and containing a good
deal of useful matter, which at that period was not so much within
the reach of students as it is at thia day.

From this brief account of the yarious Greek grammars, which
have been published here within the short period since the Univer-
sity first recommended the Gloucester Grammar, we fear there is
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such misconceptions as we have already mentioned, and from even
the most rational attempts (to/efféct alterations in what is every-
where held to be a criterion of good sense, and sometimes even of
moral propriety, and where the apparent instability resulting from
a changs, is apt to seem absurd, if not contemptible.
. We have indulged these wide views of this subject, from our
conviction that the Pronouncing Bible is a work destined to effect
an extensive improvement in its sphere. That its merits render it
worthy of the career of usefulness for which it is designed, no one,
we think, will doubt, who has perused it.

There is, as far as we know, no work with which this can be
compared, except Brown’s Testament—the first book of the kind,
perhaps, in which any attempt was made to facilitate a correct
style of scriptural reading in families and schools. The improve-
ment in that work, however, eitended no farther than to a selection
of the most difficult words in every chapter, arranged over it, inthe
dictionary form. Mr. Alger’s method is vastly superior: it extends
to every word in which it would seem that a mispronunciation could
possibly be made. This idea is, we think, a happy one; for many
errors in common reading are those which the reader is accustom-
ed to make in conversation, and which habit leads him to transfer
to his style of reading. If, in these circumstances, his book affords
him no guidance or correction but in the more difficuit words, he is
still liable to numberless inaccuracies which he has never suspect-
ed. The Pronouncing Bible will prove a radical cure of such evils.
It hems the careless reader in on every side, and leaves him ne
opportunity of wandering off into error. This work will perhaps
do more than has been effected by all the dictionaries heretofore
published, to produce throughout the United States, a uniform and
chaste pronunciation of the English language.

A brief but well constructed explanatory key renders the whole
orthoepv perfectly intelligible. A preference in marking the pro-
nunciation of words is very justly given to accents and marks over
-figures; the former being susceptible of a much more minute and
satisfactory application.

‘We cannot close our remarks, without expressing our satisfaction
with the accurate and neat style in which the work is executed. As
far as regards this very desirable point, the editor and the publishers
have truly succeeded in making their work ¢ worthy of the confidence
and patronage of the public.” The labor undergone in this publi-
cation has been great; and we have no doubt that it will be amply
repaid by an extensive adoption of the work in families and schools.
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STRICTURES ONDMURRAY’S GRAMMAR.

[The following strictures on Murray’s Grammar will perhaps be
found to present views which differ very widely from those of some
of our readers. There can be, however, but little diversity of opin-
ion on several of the points which the writer of this article has so
ingeniously and clearly laid down. The whole communication
furnishes no ordinary quantity of matter suited to the putposes of
oral instruction and explanation; and in this light we recommend it
to the attentive consideration of those of our readers who, in com-
municating knowledge to the young, are unwilling to be bound to
a tame acquiescence in the opinions of others; no matter how dis-
tinguished the names which may have afforded a sanction or a
screen to error, ]

¢ It appears to me that nothing but prejudice or affectation could
have prompted our English Grammarians to desert the simple
structure of their own language, and wantonly perplex it with tech-
mical terms for things not existing in the language itself.”

Dr. Crombie's Grammar.

Tt must be apparent to every observer, that, while not only the
mode of teaching other branches of knowledge, but also the text
books usell, have become more rational, practical, and simple, still
the subject of grammar remains almost untouched. It is true, that
since the days of Lowth, who was the pattern of Murray, various
atkhors have written and published improved grammars, but these
have been mere commentaries upon their predecessors. The fol-
lowers of Murray in this country, (and we have the books of thirty
before us,) have been careful to preserve nearly all his peculiarities,
contenting themselves with making a different arrangement of them,
and attempting a clearer illustration of his errors. The subject
of English Grammar is as much in the dark as ever; and the innu-
merable commentaries upon Murray have answered no valuable
purpose, except to convince the unbiased that there is a want of
simplicity in the text, or the comments and illustrations would be
unnecessary.

In the United States, Murray’s Grammar, under one form of an-
other, is universally used; and so satisfied is the public mind of its
perfection, that an attempt to check its progress will be viewed as
a desperate adventure. It may be so, but more desperate adven-
tures have succeeded, and no effort, however humble, to check the .
progress of error, can be entirely without effect. It was the few



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



320 NOTICES.

The desired result, however, may sometimes be as effectually secured
through the medium of ficuon as of fact. That this maio point is secured
in the preseit instance, theré (can (be, we think, no doubt on the minds of
those who have themselves perused this excellent tale, or observed the deep
impression which it makes on the minds of children.

The story successfully inculcates among other things, a generous interest
in the coodition and circumstances of honest and affectionate domestics.

Lafayette, or Disinterested Benevolence. Boston, 1825,

This delightful parrative forms an excellent companion to the story en-
titled the Badge, of which a notice was given in our last number. The
same lesson is inculcated in both tales; but the present embraces a fuller his-
tory of the hero.

‘I his little book deserves a much fuller notice than our present limits can
afford,—a circumstance which we regret the less, from a coaviction that it
hus been already extensively perused. It ought indeed to be in the hands of
every child whore parents wish that he should one day become a virtuous and
useful citizen of the United States.

The Child's First Book : being a New Primer, for the Use of Fa-
milies and Schools. By Goold Brown. New-York, 1822.

The peculiar object of this primer, is to facilitate the little learner’s pro-
gress, by an arrangement in which the letters comprising the elementary
eyllables and words of the language are exhibited in all the analogies of their
combination.

The author’s attempt we think a laudable one; and, judging from the
following circumstance, it seems to be abundantly successful.

Several editions of this little book have been publiehed since 1822 ;—three
sets of stcreotype plates have been cast, and one bookseller keeps it constantly
in type. .

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Commuuications respecting the following institutions bave been received
sioce our last.

Oxford Academy, N. Y.

Theological Seminary, Baugor, Maine.

Law Department of the Columbian college, District of Columbia.

Saanderson Academy.

Bridgewater  ¢¢ | Mass,

Bath “ Maine,

Ohio University, Athens, Ohio.

Primary Schools of Maryland.

Our correspondent in Belchertown is entitled to our best thanks for bis
suggestions  An answer to each of his questions will be turnished as sooa 2¢
possible. A manual for the direction of teachers who are desirous of adopt-
ing the monitorial system is in preparation, also an article on district schools-

A valuable letter, accompanicd by a pampllet, has been received from
Harrisburg, Pa. 'We are very desirous of receiving a full account of the pro-
;‘)lm of the importaut experiment in education, which is now making in that

ace.

The review of Wilbur's Reference Bible will e inserted as early as cor
sistent with previous engagements,
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and if the tears which it draws from the youthful reader are unaccempenied by
good resolutions—no paine-certainly bave, been spared by the writer to produce
such a result.

We would not have occupied our readers’ time with remarks on a book so well
knowa in some parts of this country, if we had not known.that the sale and the cir-
culation of children’s books, is apt—more than any other braach of publishing and
bookselling business—to be regulated by localand pecuniary considerations ; and
that, accordingly, in not a few places, many of the best books for children never
find their way iato general use.

- The Deformed Boy : by the Author of Redwood &c. Boston, 1826.
18mo. pp. 40. :

It is a circumstance on which we may congratulate pareats and all, indeed, whe
take an ioterest in the progress and improvement of the young, that a writer pos-
sessed of the qualifications of the author of Redwood, bas turned her attention to
the department of books for children. The literary rank of such works does not
hold up to authors the reward of distinguished fame. But there is none of the
walks of literature in which a benevolent and accomplished mind may dispense
more gratification, or confer more eure and lutinf‘ benefits.

The Deformed Boy is a parrative from real life ; and, like all other judicious
selections from the great volume of truth, has as many charms as the brightest fic-
tion. A little more simplicity of thought and J:“l:lnneu of style, in the didactic
parts of the book, would be improvements of value. But the'story itselfis told in
an eu’&nd patural way,; and the moral impressions it produces, are all of the
best kin

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Reccived sioce our last : :

Proepectus of the Polytechnic School, Schenectady, New-York.

Schoolégxeriam and Advertisement of the La Fayette Female Seminary, Lex-

iogton, Kentucky.
M‘X friendly correspondent has urged the importance of the maternal department
of education, and the propriety of giviog it a more definite place in the pages of the
journal. We agree with our correspondent in what hehas suggested ; and i there
has becen any ap| t neglect of a subjectof so much importance, it has arisen
solely from a desire to take up this department of our work to the best advantage.
‘We wished in the first place to accumulate and farnish facts, which, in this as well
as every other subject, we think the safest and the most beneficial method of pro-
ceeding. 1n forming theories wemay err, and in attemptiog to lay down rules we
may dogmatise, rather- than instruct; but in "tracing and stating facts we secure
ourselves comparatively from error and injury. Besides, every reflecting mother
will have and ought to have,. her own views and plans by which to educate her chil-
dren. What mothers as well as all other instructers need for guidance, is, access to
facts of successful and of unsuccessful experiment. W e hoped, when comnwencing
the journal, that parents of experience and of skill would aid us in this way more ex-
tensively than they have done. Meantime we have not neglected this department.
Many valuable ideas for the guidance of parents have been presented in our articies
on infant schools, and in"taking notice of children’s books we have endeavored to
keep the superintending care of mothers always in view.

In our presént number.our correspondent will find some interesting thoughts on
maternal nfluence; and among the * Questions on Education’ are tome which can-
not fail to suggest many valuable hints to mothers for the physical education of ia-
fants.

The iliness of a contributor, on whom we had placed much reliance in this de-

nt of our work, has delayed an article more expressly designed to aid the
efforts of mothers ; and which will form the introduction to a regular series of arti-
cles under this head.
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EDUCATION OF INFANTS.

[We have been favored with the book published by Mr. Wilder-
spin of whom meution is made in our first number. The perusal
of this interesting little volume must we think afford the highest
gratitication to the mind of every benevolent person, and especially
to the feelings o1’ parents. The experiment of educating infants
has been fairly and successfully made in various parts of Kngland,
but in none perhaps with more success than in London, and parti-
cularly in the Spitalfields school under the care of Mr Wilderspin.
We regret that infant schools abroad have been open to the poor
only, and that the benefits resulting from this excellent institution
have becn restricted to one class of the community, while they are
so desiravle to all.

The amusements of the nursery will sometimes fail to enliven
or to please the infant mind; and incessant care will impair the
health of the most attentive of mothers. But even with every pos-
sible advantage, private superintendence and instruction, though
highly desirable and, indeed, indispensable for a part of the day,
cannot furnish the excitement, the vivacity, the glow of a nume-
rous assemblage of children nearly of the same age, and whose
sympathies whilst they are complete in themselves, furnish their
superintendent with the most powerful and the most happy means
of direction.and control.

The English institutions for infants, as well as the few which have
been partially attempted in our own country, though they bear the
name of schools,—because one of their objects is instruction,—are
intended chiefly to secure the health and the happiness of their little
pupils. The acquisition of knowledge is a subordinate point,
The lessons and exercises partake but little of the dulness and for-
mality commonly associated with the idea of school. They em.

voL. 5. 57
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488 SOCIETY OF EDUCATION.

pean, it would furnish its readers with the means of valuable and
extensive improvement in their respective branches of instruction.
The advantage ‘thus-afforded would be equally serviceable to such
of the society as might be employed in aiding teachers by lectures
or otherwise, and to those teachers themselves.

4. A subject closely connected with the preceding would be the
smprovemen! of school-books. It is a thing not merely convenient or
advantageous to education, and to the character of our national
literature, that there should be a uniformity in schoul-books through-
out the country: this subject possesses a political value, which
reaches even to the union by which we are constituted a powerful
and independent nation. Local peculiarities of sentiment, and
undue attachments to local custom, are the results in a great mea-
sure, of education. We do not surely lay ourselves open to the
imputation of being sanguine, when we venture to say that a na-
tional uniformity in plans of instruction, and in school-books, would
furnish a bond of common sentiment and feeling, stronger than any
that could be produced by any other means, in the season of early
life. The precise extent to which this desirable improvement
might be carried would, of course, depend, in some degree, on the
feelings of individuals, no less than on those of any society. But
every rational and proper effort would no doubt be inade to render
such arrangement agreeable to the views and wishes of instructers,
and of the authors of school-books, throughout the United States.

5. In the present eatly stage of this business it is thought better
not to muktiply or extend observations, but to leave details for a more
matured stage of procedure. A useful guide to particular regula-
tions is accessible in Count De Lasteyrie’s Nouveau Systéme
d’Education. See that pamphlet, or the translation of part of i,
given in the appendix to Dr. Griscom’s Mutual Instruction.

Another useful guide will be found in M. M-A. Jullien’s Es-
quisse d’un Ouvrage sur I’Education Comparée &c, mentioned in
the last note on the preceding page.

6. The vastly desirable benefit of complete and harmonious co-
eperation, would require that several, if not all, of the large towns
and cities.in the United States, should contain a central commitiee for
managing the concerns of such a society; as auriliaries to which
and modelled on the same plan, professional men and teachers, as
well as other persons interested in education, and capable of pro-
moting it, might associate themselves in every town or convenient
vicinity. A corresponding member from every such association, and
one or more from a central committee, might, with great ease and
dispatch, conduct all the business of the proposed society in any
one State; and a similar arrangement on the great scale, might
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492 REVIEWS.

situde and languor. Four hours of sieep may suffice the wants of
one man, at the age of forty-five ox sixty, while another just emerg-
ing from puberty may demand no less than eight. One person
may have acquired such firmness of habit, that he can endure the
scorchings of the sun and the peltings of the storm without suffering
any thing of harm: another’s health may compel him to graduate
his dress by the thermometer, and to retreat into the shade from
the summer’s heat, and take sheiter at the fire-side from the severi-
ties of winter, ..

But there is one rule to which we believe all may advantageously
adhere. Cullivate habus of regularity. Let the hours for sleeping
and waking be regular. Let the student satisfy himself that eight,
seven or six hours of rest will serve to replenish the day’s exhaus-
tion; and then let him invariably take his six, seven, or eight bours;
and be sure that they commence as early as ten o’clock. Midnight
is no time for that man’s studies who regards his health: the buok
and the pen should be thrown aside, halt an hour, at least, betore
we lay our bodies down. The mind derives as little benefit from
that sleep to which the student rushes from his books, as the body
does from food taken hastily in the hurry of business or of work:
both are refreshed for the moment; but the body acquires no nutri-
ment and the mind no vigor, to enable either the one or the other
to renew their toil on the succeeding day, with that alacrity which
we all feel after calm repose or undisturbed repasts. Let the hours
for meals be also regular ; let the quantity of food be regulariy the
same, or if this be increased or diminished, let that be done with
regularity: let the kind and quality of food be regular, not to-day re-
stricting one’s self to adry crust and cup of water, and to morrow
indulging in the richest of the market. Above all things be regularly
slow in eating: tax not the stomach with the duties of the teeth.
The time lost at the table will be gained at the desk, in conse-
quence of the freedom from oppression, and buoyancy of spirits
which follows a light and well digested dish. Intense study should
never deprive the invalid of his regular meal: if when the hour returns
his appetite does not return with it, yet let the student leave his
task and take his seat at the family board; this will revive his na-
ture, and probably waken him to a relish of what is necessary for
his support.

#e might add here some suggestions on the expediency of ad-
justing the kind and degree of exercise to be taken by different in-
dividuals, acording to some rule: our thoughts, however, have been
so amply anticipated in former numbers of this Journal, that we
dispense with them and proceed to consider the second division of

President Humphrey’s address, which relates to infellectual improve-
ment.,
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Remarks on Greck'Grommars. Boston, 1826: pp. 27.

Thus pamphlet is a reprint of a review which appeared in Nos. &.
and 6. of this Journal; and it is gratifying to find that the leading sub-
ject of that article excites such an interest as to call for its publica-
tion in a separate form.

The avowed principle of the Journal of Education being that ne
favorite theories shall be obtruded to the exclusion of fair discus-
sion, the individual who writes the following strictures, feelsat liberty
to express fully his dissent from some of the opinions advanced in
the Remarks, and more especially as they inculcate notions which
seem likely to retard rather than accelerate the progress of improve-
ment in education.

Beforé calling in question however a single statement in the
Remarks, it is due to the author of that article to say, that the
learning and the research which it displays are creditable not only
to himself but to his country. The writer shows that he poesesses
not merely the taste, but—what at our day and in this country are
a much rarer and higher commendation—the industry and the zeal
of a genuine scholar. Righ intellectual attainments, however, are
not always a guarranty for correct views of the human mind or of
the great subject of education; and they never can supply the place
of skill and ingenuity in the humble art of teaching. A profound
scholar, indeed, is not unfrequently the worst qualified person for
aiding the details of education. He sits in his closet, contemplat-
ing with a high enthusiasm the works of stupendous intellects, in
their rich marginal garniture of ammotation and commentary, till the
intensity of his admiration becomes an absorbing passion which
disqualifies him, in a degree, for the office of deciding a purely prac-
tical question on the merits of the comparatively mechanical pro-
cess of teaching.

The professed scholar’s devotion to the classics and to the mi-
nuter shades of thought and expression which constitute the nice-
ties of grammar, and his attachment to the scholutlc habits long
associated with his favorite pursuits, are very powerful barriers to
his attaining correct or liberal views on the subject of instruction.
He has entailed on his mind a dry aud exclusive style of thought,
an abstraction, a stiliness and a languor, which revolt from the
bustle of activity and change; and which lead him to regard every
attempt at reform as a troublesome innovation.. Even the dull
scholastic aspect of his own education, has borrowéd a reflected
charm from the venerated features of antiquity, which is more con-
genial to his mental habits, than any trait of the busy and intruding
face of modern improvement.
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fection, obedience, purity of language, &c gnay be derived, to ﬁo unnoficed, endea®
voring to inspire his pupils' with an-ardent love of” these and the kindred virtues ¢
while, at the same time, he holds up to detestation the opposite vices. And he hae
great sgtisfaction in stating,that these exercises are attended to with an interest and
a pleasure, that nothing else in school excites. Sometimes he invites boys to bring
swith them some anecdotes illustrative of a given virtue, and, if written, reads them
to the school, or if remembered by the boys, permits them to relate them in their
own language ; and to induce them to give some little labor to this out of school,
adds some trifling reward. To these recitals jboys listen with profound interest.
All who can write, and very few cannot—at least well enough. to read for them-
selves—are required to note on their slates every word they-do not understand ;
end the teacher pauses a moment when any word occurs that he thinks needs
explanation. The reading finished, a bell is struck, and every boy steps into the
aisle, all who have written words in one row, and those who bave not, in an-
other. The first boy reads a word by the letters ; if spelt right, all who can de-
fine it, hold up the hand. The teacher names one, who gives the part of speech
and definition ; if not correct, another is called on, and another, till the appro-
priate meaning is given. A second word is read, and so on, through the whole
school ; and as one boy finishes, he falls in with those who bad no words written.
It generally bappens, that several boys have the same words. When, therefore, a
word is read, boys examine their slates, and if their own spelling is correct, add the
definition, and often haviog none to read themselves, join the other line. The
teacher, having fiest called for altention o false grammar, sometimes changes the
construction of a sentence while reading, and, at the canclusion, requires boys to

point it out. The same course is adopted with regard to proounciation. The

results of these expedients would surprise any one not familiar with the details

of teaching. ‘The ear of a child detects an error in these things, with the greatest

readiness, and the discrimination exhibited is as exact as it is pleasing. This exer-

cise occupies about thirty minutes.

THE TEACHER’S GUIDE AND PARENT’S ASSISTANT.

A semi-monthly publication under the above title is proposed by Mz. John L.
Parkhurst, a gentleman of experience in the business of instruction. The work
is to appear as soon as the state of the subscription list shall authorise the editor
to proceed with his undertaking.

Terms. The work will be published semi-monthly in an 8vo form, and on su-
perior paper. The price to rubscribers who pay in advance § 1.

{The prospectus of the above paper contains many jadicious observations,
which we shall embrace the first opportunity of laying before our readers.]

NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW.

The last published number of this work contains some very interesting and
useful articles on the subject of education. That on ¢ popular education,’ parti-
cularly, we hope will have an extensive and a permanent influeace on plans of
instruction in seminaries of every description, throughout the United Sta

It is a circumstance which must be truly gratifying to the friends of im)
ment in education that a work of the reputation and influence which the Review
%0 deservedly enjoys, is contributing to the advancement of so important a branch
of the public interests. .

INFANT SCHOOLS IN THE CITY OF NEW-YORK.

A public meeting has been held in the city of New-York, for the purpose of
establishing schools for infant children. We hope we shall soon be able to lay
before our readers an account of the progress which is made in this important
and interesting measure for promoting the moral and physical, as well as intellec-
tual, improvement of the rising population of that city.

-~ .
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it be argued that this is the best method to cultivate and treat the
human mind? , Of all the causes which conspire to render the life
of man short and miserable, no one has greater influence than the
want of proper exercise. Healthy parents, wholesome food, and
proper clothing, will avail little where exercise is neglected. Suffi-
cient exercise will counterbalance several defects in nursing; but
nothing can supply the want of it: it is absolutely necessary to the
health, the growth, and the strength of children.

The desire of exercise is coeval with life itself. Were this prin-
ciple attended to, many diseases might be prevented; but while in-
dolence and sedentary employmeats prevent two thirds of mankind
from either taking sufficient exercise themselves, or giving it to
their children, what have we to expect, but diseases and deformity
among their offspring? The rickets, a disease which is very de-
structive to children, has greatly increased in Britain, since manu-
factures began to flourish, and people, attracted by the love of gain,
left the country to follow sedentary employments in great towns.
It is amongst these people that this disesse chiefly prevails, and
not only deforms, but kills many of their offspring.

The conduct of other young animals shows the propriety of giv-
ing exercise to children. Every other animal makes use of its or-
gans of motion, as soon as it can; and many of them, when under
no necessity of moving in quest of food, cannot be restrained with-
out force. This is evidently the case with the calf, the lamb, and
most other young animals. If these creatures were not permitted
to frisk about, and take exercise, they would soop die, or become
diseased. The same iunclination appears very early in the human
species; but as they are not able to take exercise themselves, it is
the business of their parents and nurses to assist them. Children
may be exercised in various ways, and the method we take to ex-
ercise them is shown in other parts of this work. [t is a pity that
men should be so inattentive to this matter: their negligence is one
reason why females know so little of it. Women will ever be de-
sirous to excel in such accomplishments as recommend them to the
other sex; but men generally keep at such a distance from even
the smallest acquaintance with the affairs of the nursery, that ma-
. ny would reckon it an affront were they supposed to know anything
of them. Not 80, however, with the kennel or the stables; a gen-
tleman of the first rank is not ashamed to give directions concern-
ing the management of his dogs or horses, yet would blush were
he surprised in performing the same office for that being who is to
be the heir of his fortunes, and the future hopes of his country.

¢ Arguments to show the importance of exercise might be drawn
from every part of the animal economy. Without exercise, the
circulation of the blood cannot be properly carried on, nor the
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quences must be bad, We have frequently known, even a few
months of close applicttion to study ruin an excellent constitutiom,
by inducing a train of nervous complaints, which could never be
removed. Man is evidently not formed for continual thought, any
more than for continual action, and would as soon be worn out by
the one, as by the other. So great is the power of the mind over
the body, that by its influence all the vital motions may be accele-
rated or retarded to almost any degree.

Thus cheerfulness and mirth quicken the circulation, and pro-
mote all the secretions; whereas sadness and profound thought
never fail to retard them. Hence it would appear, that even a de-
gree of thoughtlessuess is necessary to health. Indeed, the per-
petual thinker seldom enjoys either health or spirits; while the per-
son who can hardly be said to think at all, generally enjoys both.
Perpetual thinkers, as they are called, seldom think long. In afew
years they generally become quite stupid, and exhibit a melancholy
proof how readily the greatest blessings may be abused. Thinking,
like every thing else, when carried to extreme, becomes injurious;
and therefore those who have charge of children must endeavor not to
go into the opposite extreme, but allow the children proper recrea-
tion, that they may return to thinking the better, and not by en-
deavoring to de too much, deprive themselves of the power of
doing any thing. It will be seen, therefore, that discretion is a
very essential quality in a master; for, if ‘instruction be not mana-
ged with judgcment, the child becomes like a ship without a rudder,
or like fancy without judgement, all sail and no ballast.

Truth.

There is nothing so delightful as the hearing and speaking of
truth. For this reason there is no conversation so agreeable as that
of the man of integrity who hears without any design to betray, and
speaks without any intention to deceive: this admitted, we should
strive to our utmost to induce children to speak the truth. But
our success, in a great measure, will depend on the means we take
to accomplish that end. Iknow that many children are frightened
into falsehood by the injudicious metliods adepted by those persons
who have the care of them. I have known a mother promise her
child forgiveness, if it would speak the truth, and, after having ob-
tained confession, has broken her promise. A child, once treated
in this manner, will naturally be guarded against a second such de-
ception. | have known others who would pretend not to punish
the child for confession, but for first denying it, and afterwards con-
fessing. I think that children should not be punished on any ac-
count after having been promised forgiveness; truth being of too
great importance to be thus trifled with; and we cannot wonder if
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may be laid, not only of natural history, but of sacred history also;
for the objects being before the children’s eyes, they can, in some
degree, compréhend! them, @nd store them in their memories. In-
deed, there is such attraction in pictures, that you can scarcely pass
a picture shop in London, without seeing a number of grown per-
sons around the windows, gazing at them. When pictures were
first introduced into the school, the children told their parents;
many of whom came and asked permission to see them; and al-
though the plates are very common, I observed a degree of atten-
tion and reverence in the parents, scarcely to be expected, and
especially from those who could not read.

By this plan, then, the reader will perceive, that the way may
be paved, if I may be allowed the expression, almost to insure a
desire in the children to read the Bible when they are able, and
by their previous knowledge of the many leading facts contained
therein, it is to be hoped that most of them will understand what
they read, and consequently read day after day with increased de-
light, until they have acquired such a love, veneration, and esteem
for the sacred writings, as all the powers of evil will never be able
to eradicate.

It is generally the case,.that what we have always with us, be-
comes so familiar, that we set little store by it; but on being de-
prived of it for a time, we then set a greater value on it: and I
have found this to be the case with the children. If the pictures
be exposed all at once, and at all times, then there would be such
a multiplicity of objects before the eyes of the children, that their
attention would not be fixed by any of them; they would look at
them all, at first, with wonder and surprise, but in a short time the
pictures would cease to attract notice; and, consequently, the chil-
dren would think no more of them than they would of the paper
that covers the room. To prevent this, and to excite a desire for
information, it is always necessary tv keep some behind, and to let
very few objects appear at one time. When the children under-
stand, in some measure, the subjects before them; these may be
replaced by others, and so on successively, until the whole have
been seen.

The human mind is susceptible of such an infinite variety, that
it is continually seeking for new objects; and even the most beau-
tiful, by being placed before our eyes too frequently, loses almost
all its attraction, and ceases to claim our notice. Therefore, al-
though the children are fond of this mode of teaching, unless it be
managed with a proper degree of care, with a view to please as
well as edify, the children will ke cloyed by having too much at
once; and whatever good the teacher may wish to do for his little
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the place to learn more about it, and added, ‘and I will go with
you, father,’ In short, he told me every picture you had in your
school, and kept me so well at it, that I really got into the habit of
reading for myself, with some degree of delight; this, therefore, is
one of the reasons why I wish the child to remain in the school.”
A short time afterwards, the mother called on me, and told me, that
none could be happier than she, for there was so much alteration in
her husband for the better, that she could scarcely believe him to
be the same man: that instead of being in the skittle-ground, in
the evening, spending his money, and getting tipsy, he was reading
at home to her and his children, and the money that used to go
for gambling, was now going to buy books, with which, in conjunc-~
tion with the Bible, they were greatly delighted, and afforded both
him and them a great deal of pleasure and profit; that her object in
calling was once more to return thanks to Mr. Wilson, and myself,
for the great benefit that had accrued to the family, through the
child being in the Infant School. Here we see that a whole family
were made comfortable, and called to a sense of religion and duty,
by the instrumentality of a child of six years of age; for I have
made inquiries, and found that the whole family attend a place of
worship, and that their character will bear the strictest investigation.

Sttccss

ANECDOTES OF INFANTS.

The Boy and the triangle.

One day some visiters requested | would call out a class of the
children to be examined; and having so done, | asked the visiters
in what they would wish the children to be exsmined, at the same
time stating that they might hear the children examined in Natural
History, Scriptural History, Arithmetic, Spelling, Geography, or
Geometry. They chose the latter; and I proceeded to examine
the children accordingly, and began with straight lines. Having,
as | supposed, continued half an hour in this examination, we were
proceeding to enter into particulars respecting triangles: and hav-
ing discoursed on the difference between isoceles triangles, and
scalene triangles, I observed that an acute isoceles triangle had all
its angles acute, and proceeded to observe that a right angle sca-
lene triangle had all its angles acute. The children immediately
began to laugh, for which | was at a loss to account, and told
them of the impropriety of laughing at me. One of the children
immediately replied, ¢Please, sir, do you know what we were
laughing at?” I replied in the wegative. ‘Then, sir,” says the
boy, ¢ | will tell you. Please, sir, you have made a blunder.” I,
thinking 1 had not, proceeded to defend myself, when the children
replied, ¢ Please, sir, you convict yourself.” | replied, ¢ How so?
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branches of knowledge are very important. But they may not al-
ways be equally important.) Five hundred years hence, the Bur-
mese language may contain the most valuable books in the world.
Sciences, for which there is now no name, and of which the first
rudiments are still undiscovered, may then be in the greatest de-
mand. Our objection is to the principle. We abhor intellectual
perpetuities. A chartered and endowed college, strong in its
wealth and in its degrees, does not find it necessary to teach what
is useful; because it can pay men to learn what is useless. Every
fashion whlch was in vogue at the time of its foundation, enters
into its constitution and partakes of its immortality. Its abuses
savor of the reality, and its prejudices vest in mortmain with its
lands. In the present instance, the consequences are notorious.

Wae every day see clever men of four and five-and-twenty, loaded
with academical honors and rewards,—scholarships, fellowships,
whole cabinets of medals, whole shelves of prize books,—enter
into life with their education still to begin, unacquainted with the
history, the literature, we might almost say, the language of their
country, unacquainted with the first principles of the laws under
which they live, unacquainted with the very rudiments of moral
and political science!. Who will deny that this is the state of
things? Or who will venture to defend it?

This is no new complaint. Long before society had so far out-
stripped the colleges in the career of improvement as it has since
done, the evil was noticed and traced to its true cause, by that
great philosopher who most accurately mapped all the regions of
science, and furnished the human intellect with its most complete
Rtinerary. It is not to be forgotten,’ says Lord Bacon, that the
dedicating of foundations and donations to professory learning,
hath not only had a malign influence upon the growth of sciences,
but hath also been prejudlcml to states and governments: For
hence it proceedeth, that princes find a golitude in respect of able
men to serve them in causes of state, because there is no education
collegiate twhich is FREE, where such as were so disposed might give
" themselves to histories, modern languages, books of policy and
civil discourse, and other like enablements unto causes of state.”®
The warmest admirers of the present system will hardly deny, that,
if this was an evil in the sixteenth century, it must be a much great-
er evil in the nineteenth. The literature of Greece and Rome is
now what it was then. That of every modern language has re-
ceived considerable accessions. And surely, ¢ books of policy and
civil discourse’ are as important to an English gentleman of the
present day, as they could be to a subject of James the First.

*Advancement of Learning, Book II.
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added to its popularity. On this subject we are sure that we are
at least impartial judges, We feel the warmest admiration for
the great remains of antiquity.” We gratefully acknowledge the
benetits which mankind has owed to them. But we would no mere
suffer a pernicious system to be protected by the reverence which
is due to them, than we would show our reverence for a saint by
erecting his shrine into a sanctuary for criminals,

An eloquent scholar has said, that ancient literature was the ark
in which all the civilisation of the world was preserved during the
delyge of barbarism. We confess it. But we do not read that
Noah thought himself bound to live in the ark after the deluge had
subsided. When our ancestors first began to consider the study
of the clgssics as the principal part of edueation, little or nothing
worth reading was to be found in any modern language. Circum-
stances have confessedly changed. Is it not possible that a change
of system may be desirable?

Our opinion of the Latin tongue will, we fear, be considered
heretical. We cannot but think that its vocabulary is miserably
poor, and its mechanism deficient, both in power and precision.
The waot of a definite article, and of a distinction hetween the
preterite and the aorist tenses, are two defects which are alone
sutlicient to place it below any other language with which we are
acquainted. In its most flourishing era it was reproached with
poverty of expression. Cicero, indeed, was induced, by his pa-
triotic feelings to deny the charge. But the perpetual recurrence
of Greek words in his most hurried and familiar letters, and the
frequent use which he is compelled to make of them in apite of all
his exertions to avoid them, in his philosophical works, fully prove
that even this great master of the Latin tongue felt the evil which
he labored to conceal from others.

We do not think much better of the writers, as a body, than of
the language. The literature of Rome was born old. All the
signs of decrepitude were on it in the cradle. We look in vain
for the sweet lisp and the graceful wildness of an infant dialect.
We look in vain for a single great creative mind,—for a Homer
or a Dante, a Shakespeare, or a Cervantes. In their place we
have a crowd of fourth-rate and fifth-rate authors, translators, and
imitators without end. The rich heritage of Grecian philosophy
and poetry was fatal to the Romans. They would have acquired
more wealth, if they had succeeded to less. Instead of accumu-
lating fresh intellectual treasures, they contented themselves with
enjoying, disposing in new forms, or impairing by an injudicious
management, those which they took by descent. Hence, in most
of their works, there is scarcely any thing spontaneous and racy,
scarcely any oriQinaJity in the thoughts, scarcely any idiom in the
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dations are unsound. It is evident that their knowledge is not sys-
tematised; that, however well they may argue on particular points,
they have not that amplitude and intrepidity of intellect which it is
the first object of education to produce. They hate abstract rea-
soning. 'l he very name of theory is terrible to them. They seem
to think that the use of experience is notto lead men to the know-
ledge of general principles, but to prevent them from ever thinking
about general principles at all. They may play at bo-peep with
truth; but they never get a full view of it in all its proportipns.
The cause we believe is, that they have passed those years dur-
ing which the mind frequently acquires the character which it ever
after retains, in studies, which, when exclusively pursued, have no
tendency to strengthen or expand it.

From these radical defects of the old foundations the London
university is free. It cannot cry up one study or cry down auother.
It has no means of bribing one man to learn what it is of no use to
him to know, or of exacting a mock attendance from another who
learns nothing at all. To be prosperous, it must be useful.

We would not be too sanguine. But there are signs of these
times, and principles of human nature, to which we trust as firmly
as ever any ancient astrologer trusted to the rules of his science.
Judging from these we will venture to cast the horoscope of the
infant institution, We predict, that the clamor.by which it has
been assailed will die away,—that it is destined to a long, a glo-
rious, and a beneficent existence,—that, while the spirit of its sys-
tem remains unchanged, the details will vary with the varying ne-
cessities and facilities of every age,—that it will be the model of
many future establishments,—that even those haughtyfoundations
which now treat it with contempt, will in some degree feel its sa-
lutary influence,—and that the approbation of a great people, to
whose wisdom, energy and virtue, its exertions will have largely
contributed, will confer on it a dignity more imposing than any
which it could derive from the most lucrative patronage, or the
most splendid ceremonial.

Even those who think our hopes extravagant, must own that no
positive harm has been even suggested as likely to result from this
Institution. All the imputed sins of its founders are sins of omission.
Whatever may be thought of them, it is surely better that some-
thing should be omitted than that nothing should be done. The
yniversities it can injure in one way only—by surpassing them.
This danger no sincere admirer of these bodies can apprehend.
" As for thosc who, believing that the project really tends to the
good of the country, continue to throw obloquy upon it—and that
there are such men we believe—to them we have nothing to say.
‘We have no hope of converting them; no wish to revile them.
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a portion of time, equal to twenty-five complete weeks for studying,
Arithmetic) and Geometry; twenty-five for Geography and Chro-
nology; forty, for the Bible; forty, for the Civil and Ecclesiastical
-History of our own country; sixty, for all other civil and eccless-
astical history, not contained in the Bible; thirty, for Grammar;
thirty, for Rhetoric and Composition; twenty, for Natural Philoso~
phy and Chemistry; twenty, for intellectual Philosophy and Edu~
tion; twenty, for Moral Philosophy; fifteen, for the Poets, &c. &c.
But the present state of our country seems not to justify the plan
of so extended a course of female education, except perhaps for a
small portion of our most opulent citizens. W hen our district
schools become what they should be, all this and more, will undoubt=
edly be realised; and a common school education may then be
better than a college education now. But this is for future and
wiser generations to accomplish. If we cannot effect all we would
we must try to content ourselves with doing what we can, rejoicing
in prospect of the wonders which our successors are to achieve.

The humble plan of a course of eighty-four weeks, is the utmost
which I now presume to adopt. And this plan, limited as it is, i
something more than the plans which I have yet executed; and I
cannot but hope, that it will prove some advance upon the plans of
female education, which to any considerable extent, have been
hitherto attempted; and that by this course, young ladies will be
enabled to acquire an education, more thorough, more practical
and more useful, than has been customary in this country, or any
other.

Important advantages may be expected from the classification of”
the students. A considerable number, possessing nearly equal at-
‘tainments, engaged in the same pursuits, and stimulated by various
motives, cannot fail to animate each other in their literary progress.
But by far the greatest advantage of this arrangement may be ex-
pected to Tesult from the time and attention, which it allows the
teachers to devote to their pupils. Ordinarily, a teacher will at-
tend only one recitation in a half-day; and will thus be able to make
special preparation for the discharge of this important duty. There -
will then be opportunity, not merely to hear the pupils repeat their
lessons, but to ask them collateral questions, to ask question upon
question, to add illustrations, and by actual example, to teach them
to discuss and to investigate. This must be much more conducive to
improve their reasoning powers, and make them logicians, than
merely their learning the rules of logic..

It is hoped that the lectures, given in connecuon, will not only
be useful in themselves, but conduce to render the general course
of study more interesting and beneficial.

Although in so short a course the students cannot make all the
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the end of six months, if this be in summer,’cold water may be used;
that is to say, water not artificially heated.

What would the never-doubting nurse think, if the harsh expe-
dient were\prescribed for dhierself] which, with equal want of judge-
ment and feeling, she practises on her helpless charge.

In furnishing the infant’s wardrobe, we should have reference to
economy, convenience, health, and good taste: these are the ob-
jects to be attained. Anything like ornament, (unless it be some-
thing very simple and appropriate,) or undue expense, is equally
opposed to economy and good taste. The infant himself is the
jewel; and the casket should never be permitted to usurp the mo-
ther’s or spectator’s attention, )

To be convenient, the dress should be so made as to be put on
and taken off in as little time, and with as little labor as possible.
To promote health, the dress should be suited to the various sea-
sons of the year; never so warm as to be oppressive in summner,
nor so light in winter as not to protect the child both from thre irk-
some sensation of cold, and the risk of disease. Soft, thin flannel
should be the prevailing material for three fourths of our year.

Noncombustible Substances should alone be used during that
portion of the year in which firés are kindled. This single pre-
caution would be the means of preventing a number of painful
deaths. Needles, when used for fastening the dress, are worse
than pins; and pins should be as little used as possible.

At no period of life should any part of our clothing be permitted,
in the smallest degree, to impede the freedom of muscular motion,
nor by compression, to interfere with an easy and healthful perform-
ance of all the essential functions of life; such as circulation,
breathing, digestion, &ec.

Every day this rule is violated, and every day suffering or death
is the consequence. Can any younng lady think to entertain her
friends by attempting to sing or read to them, when her chest is so
compressed that she cannot by any effort distend her lungs with
air?

The resources of art are best applied when they are made to coun-_
teract the inequalities of nature. And with regard to temperature,
that dress is the most. perfect which adds least to the oppressive
heat of summer, and protects the body most effectually from the
cold of winter.

One remark, in regard to clothing, as it respects temperature,
is important; for persons in heaith the best temperature is that
middle state, which is exactly midway between the sensation of
heat or cold. Either deviation from this medium is equally un-
pleasant, or injurious, and equally to be avoided.

From a disregard of this fact, many children and adults are in-
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The prevailing arrangement in seminaries of learning, is, to keep
mental and rhetorical discipline as distinct as possible—to render,
in other words, the study of philosophy dry and useless, and that of
rhetoric an unmeaning and mechanical process, as far removed
as the other from the results which the student’s destination in life
will ultimately call for. ’

The Outlines of Philosophical Education will, we hope, be
speedily introduced in every college and in every preparatory
seminary in the United States. The book will be equally service-
able to students and to instructers. It will ¢breathe the breath of
life’ into the whole form of instruction, and convert the class-room
into an intellectual arena for vigorous and pleasing effort on the
part both of the teachers and the taught. No work, we believe,
could be mentioned so well suited to aid the progress of practical
improvement in the useful departments of education. Professor
Jardine’s volume is one which every instructer who is really de-
wirous of advancing his pupils, ought to consuit daily, till all its
plans and details are rendered perfectly familiar.

But it is time to introduce the work more directly, and in the
author’s own words.

¢ The author of the following Outlines has long been of opinion
that philosophical education, as it is generally conducted in our
universities, is too much confined to the mere communication of
knowledge; and that too little attention is bestowed on the forma-
tion of those intellectual habits of thinking, judging, reasoning, and
communication, upon which the farther prosecution of science, and
the business of active life, almost entirely depend. He is fully sen-
sible of the genius, the knowledge, and the eloquence, which have
been displayed in the public lectures delivered by many professors
in our universities,—some of whom, during the last century, have
attained to the highest rank in their respective departments; but
still he cannot help thinking that little has been done to generate,
in the student, that activity of mind, and that fecility of applying
his intellectual powers, which ought to be the great object of alf
education.

The communication of knowledge is indeed necessary to furnish
suitable materials for the exercise of the mental faculties; and,
perhaps, with a few students, whose nunds are easily awakened to
scientific pursuits, little else may be required. But this can on!,
-apply to a very small proportion indeed of those who enter uyon
a course of philosophical education; and, even with regard to
them, nearly the same advantage may be derived from the judicious
and systematic perusal of the writings of ancient and modern phi-
losophers, as from merely attending a course of lectures.
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appointed to give lectures on the philosophy of history, on political
economy, and on the improvement of eloquence considered as am
art.* The authorhas stated, at)considerable length, his reasons
for the introduction of these important branches into the course of
general education; the principal of which is, that they have become
of late years so very closely connected with the affairs of life, and
with the management of public business, that the knowledge of
them is quite indispensable for qualifying young men to discharge
the various duties to which their station in life is likely to call
them.’ .

It may not be uninteresting to take a glance at the situation in
which the author of the Outlines acquired the valuable experience
which his work is intended to communicate.

¢ The priocipal universities in Europe, it is well known, were founded
, during the reign of the scholastic philosophy, which consisted of such a
mixture of the dectrinés and opinions of the ancient philosophers, as it
was possible to derive from corrupt copies, and imperfect translations, of
their works. To these were added the numerous theological controversies
which exercised the ingenuity, and employed the barbarous style, of the
writers in the middle ages ; and as the chief object of education was to
qualify young wmen for the service of the church, the motley system,
which has just been described, was made the subject of study, in the
schools of cathedrals, and of monasteries, as well as in other religious
houses.

Although, in the earlier ages of Christianity, the doctrines of Plato
were allowed to maintain a disputed authority with those of Aristotle,
yet, upon the revival of learning in Europe, (more correct copies of
the ancient authors having been previously discovered,) it was found that
the works of the latter philosopher had obtained an almost exclusive
possession of the schools ; and this preference is not, perhaps, surpris-
ing, when it is recollected that the writings of this celebrated character
embrace almost every subject of human knowledge—pbysics, meta-
physics, ethics, logic, rhetoric, natural history, politics, and criticism.

That logic, at a particular period, and from particular circumstan-
ces, should bave been cultivated more than any other art or science,
is not perhaps very wonderful; but that it should have taken such a
hold of the mimds of men as in a great measure to preclude all other
studies, and to constitute the chief occupation of the learned, is cer-
tainly a singular phenomenon in the history of literature. It may not,
therefore, be uninteresting to point out some of those circumstances
which are supposed to bave originally led to this universal reception
of Aristotle’s logic ; as well as to the continuance of its authority, in
certain ‘academical establishments in our own limes, long after the
causes, now alluded to, have ceased to exist.

® This part of the Outlines will be presented separately in a subsequent num-
ber.—Ed
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A Manual of Chemisiry, on the basis of Professor Brande’s, containing
the principal facts of the Science) arranged in the order in which they
are discussed and illustrated in the Lectures al Harvard College,
N. E.; compiled from the works of Brande, Henry, Berzelius,
Thomson, and others. Designed for the use of Studenis, and per-
sons allending Lectures on Chemwsiry. By Jokn W. WWebster,
M. D., Lecturer on Chemisiry in Harvard University. Boston.
8vo. pp. 603,

We feel called on to notice this volume, as a work on a most
important branch of practical education. The absolute necessity for
some acquaintance with chemistry among all classes, and especially
those engaged in manufactures and the arts, is so generally felt
and admitted, that it has become in all institutions for education an
object of special attention. We consider the study of chemistry

_as of great value in developing the mental energies of the young,
and as attended with many excellent physical effects. The mate-
rials for study to the chemist are never exhausted: every animal,
each leaf, fruit and seed, nay every stone which the earth presents
may be made the subject of an instructive lesson. It has been
remarked that no pursuit tends more than chemistry to the acqui-
sition of that habit of attending to one thing at a time, which is
the path to great results; —patience and systematic research, clean-
liness and a love of order, are also a p#tt of the benefits the young
may derive from prosecuting chemical inquiries.

Let the future occupation of the pupil be what it may, the time
spent in the acquirement of a general knowledge of this science
cannot be deemed a loss in any case; for in this age of chemical
invention, its importance is so manifest, that every gentleman is
expected to. know something of it, and the earlier in life it enlight-
ens his ind the better; and in many female academies it is now
adopted as a necessary part of a lady’s education.

We have been led to make these general remarks, not as intro-
ductory to a formal review of Dr. Webster’s work, but with the
hope of reminding those seminaries and schools where chemistry
is not yet studied, of their great omission.

Dr. Webster’s work seems to be peculiarly adapted for the use
of the higher class of seminaries and colleges, being most happily
arranged and abounding in experimental illustrations. The plates
are more numerous than in any similar work with which we are
acquainted, and are executed with great neatness.

It may be satisfactory to instructers who have not had the op-
portunity of becoming acquainted with the arrangement of this
manual, . to peruse the following extract from the advertisement
prefixed to the volume.
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STRICTURES ON MURRAY’S GRAMMAR,
(Continued from page 429.)

We cannot expect to resolve into their ancient forms all the
words which ignorance, a defective system of etymology, or the
natural inclination to clip and contract words in common use, may
have rendered so unlike their original, that the relation can hardly
be discovered; but it is really an object to reduce to their original
class all such as may be reduced without doing violence to any
etymological or grammatical principle.

Woe have already referred the article and the possessive case of
nouns to the class of adjectives. To this class also we have refer-
red nouns used as adjectives, whether united to the other noun by
a hyphen or not.* To this class we must alse bring all the pro-
nouns and all the participles, when used as adjectives.

Murray says, ‘.An adjective is a word added to a substantive lo
express s QUALITY.—As he calls the numerals and ordinals adjec-
tives, it is presumed that by restricting or limiting the meaning of
nouns, he supposed they qualified them; we shall therefore use his
definition in this more extensive signification. Again, ‘an adjective
may be known by its making sense with the word Thing after it.
He likewise says, somewhere, ¢.An adjective cannot make sense by
sself, but must have a noun, expressed or undersiood, to which it be-

?

To guide us in our remarks we shall class adjectives under sev-
eral heads.

1. Words allowed by all to be adjectives, expressing quality,
and, of course, allowing degrees of comparison. :
2. Words expressing number and order, which of course admit
of no comparison. Of this class are one, (and its relations none,
that is, no-one, alone, only, an, a, any, many) ten, hundred, &c.
first, second, third, &c. both, several, some, all, which, what, whose,

each, every, either, neither, other, another, &c.

* Our contributor still objects to the use of the h io words sitoated as
mentioned p.429. His objection is founded on the following principle, ¢ That in
our wrillen Janguage the meaning of the words must be determined by the context;
in our spoken language it is determined by the accent ? that, in either case, therefore,
a hyphen is superfluous. The principle, as such, is certainly entitled to a hearty

. assent. But unfortunately it is usage and not principles which, in such cases,
language, whether oral or written, acknowledges as a standard of decision. The
thing becomes a question of facts, and of practice, and not of opinion or of theory.
The use of the hyphen in the cases alluded to, is a standing custom of the pen
and of the press; and though ingenious apd able arguments may be advanced to
prove it theoretically wrong, it will continue to be, like every other point in es-
tablished usage,—practically and actually right. Ed;
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The man is happy, happy because benevolent, happy because
useful, Aappy beécause contented, &c. Is Aappy a pronoun also?
it seems to ¢stand instead of > man.

Let us analyse Mr. Murray’s sentence. 7he we have proved
to be the same word as this, these, that, &c. It is then, ¢ This
or that man is happy,’ &c. He is derived from the Latin adjective
Is, which becomes I, Italian, pronounced E, and E in English with
the breathing, or as we call it, H. I, in Latin, generally means
that, and is joined to a noun. The and he, then, are the same
word in fact, and it isthe same thing to say, the man is happy, ke is
benevolent, he is useful—or, the man is happy, the (man) is benev-
olent, the (man) is useful. :

H. does not stand instead of the word man, then, but instead of
the word the. Even on Murray’s ground, ke must stand instead of
the man; for he does not mean simply man, but the man before men-
tioned.

Besides, if pronouns stand instead of nouns previously expressed,
what isto be done when the pronoun comes first? ¢ We the sub-
scribers.” ¢Who art thou?” What do we and who stand instead
of in these sentences? Does not the first mean ¢ the we subscrib-
ers, or we persons the subscribers?’ and does not the second mean,
¢ Who person art thou?” The latter sentence will pot sound so
awkward when it is recollected that our who is the Latin Quwis or
quo, which is an adjective, and generally has the noun expressed.

We cannot be so minute in regard to the other pronouns, although
in some of them their adjective nature is more apparent than in Ae,
which we selected because it is the example adduced by Mr. Mur-
ray. A few parallel sentences must suffice to illustrate our position.

1 Paul, the apostle The I-dentical Paul, the apostle.

Thou Lord of all The Lord of all.

We, the editor The present editor.

Ye hypocrites——These hypocrites.

He, John, is sick That* John is sick. .

She, Sarah, agrees That Sarah agrees.

They, owners, are brothers——T'hose owners are brothers.

*He and she are acknowledged to be adjectives in such words as he-goat and
she-goat, that is, male goat and female goat; and as he and she did not originaily
have distinct this must be a somewhat modern application of the words.
How unsettied the gender of ke, she, and i, is, may be gathered from the fact that
any veuter noun may be, and many are usually called Ac and she, without ¢a
figure of speech ;' for this custom is rather an adherence to ancient usage than a
modern rhetorical use of the pronouns. My carpeuter always says of his saw,
she cuts well ; and the sailor who never heard of rhetoric, says of the anchor, Ae
holds, and of the ehip, she bringsup. We all say, It was I, you, be, she, they ; It
was a man, woman, or tree. It, the same as di? French, dilfo Italian, dicfo Lati
hit Anglo-Saxon, means said, and, like our expression the said, may be applied to
any gender. We shall leave cur remarks upon the number and person of pro-
nouns until we come to the verb. I, thou, we, ye, you, they, have no genders.
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and the others adjectives. If we wish to distinguish the unmarried
from the married Howards, we call them the Miss Howards: if we
wish to distinguish these'‘misses 'from other misses, we call them
the Misses Howard, in which case, the word in italics is an adjective.

7. Under this head we class the present and past tenses of all
regular verbs, when used without alteration, as adjectives. Per-
haps we shall be better understood if we say that the past tense of
regular verbs when used as an adjective, is what Murray calls the
perfect participle. 'This, he says, has the nature of an adjective;—
we believe it, and rank such words accordingly.

The 8th class includes what he calls the present participle of all
verbs, and the perfect participle of all irregular verbs whose
participles differ from the past tense. The participle is no more a
part of the verb because formed from it, than an adjective is part
of a noun from which it is formed; and there is a8 much propriety
in calling such an adjective a participle, asin so calling an adjective
formed from a verb. This, of course, will set aside the passive

voice and all the compound tenses of verbs, but we prefer the .

English jackdaw in his plain suit of black, to the gaudy one be-
decked with the borrowed finery of foreign peacocks.
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While these boys are spelling, a higher class moved by the same signal, repair
o the study, to recite their day’s lessons to one teacher ; and the remainder of the
class to which the spelling monitors belong, (for they are ull usually appointed
from one class for one week at astime,)return to their seats, and attend to ciphering.
Another teacher moves from class to class; to ascertain that allis going on proper-
K; a third engages himsell in adjustiog numerous little unmentionables, always

in a large school, and necessary to be kept in order ; and the principal sets
such writiog copies as remain unprepared, or which require more particular atten-
tion .

Tospelling, succeeds an exercise in mental Arithmetic, Geography, or Gram-
mar, each of these baviog particular days assigned. Oue teacher tukes a divis-
jon of a class at ooe end of the hall, and another, one at the other end ; while the
remaining boys form a line in the aisle, and taking such apparatas as mvag be de-
signated, move out of school in company, for gymnastic exercises. When the
weather is suitable, they go, accompanied by the principal, to the Common, where
:}:‘{ eotgags for about fifteen minutes, in runaing, hopping, junping—with poles

without—leap-frog, drawing—or pulliog by classes at the opposite ends of &
rope, &c.—and, retuminﬁet: the school, one of the teachers takes out such of the
remaining boys as have been found correct in their lessons, for similar physicel
exercises in the open air. When the weather is not suitable for this, the boys go
into the yard about the school, a class at a time, and take exercise by themselves as
well as the space will allow. We have a plank placed edgewise and raised about
eighteen inches (rom the ground, on which we require them to walk, to strengthen
their legs and ankles, and gain the power of preserving equilibrium in parrow
paths, &c. These sports are much enjoyed by boys, and are granted to nons
who bave been found deficient in lessons or deportment during the moriog. They
are to be extended by the erection of such additional apparatus, as the limits
about the establishment will permit. Besides our daily exercises, the principal,
sometimes accompanied by an assistant, occasionally invites boys to meet him
early in the morning, on the common or in the mall, where they engaze in their
usual sports or in walking. We have been several times to South Boston during
the present season. We somelimes exercise them too, in school hours, in march-
ing, with reference to the carriage of the body, turning out the toes, and such
other matters in connection, as boys are most apt to fail in.

‘When boys re-enter school, their recitations are finished class by class. Afer
which the principal gives them, or as many as time will allow, a drill in readiog;
and those who do not read io the morning, are geoerally heard in the afternoon.
In teaching this too much neglected branch of educatiou, he first reads to the pu-
pil the portion assigned to him, and requires as close an imitation as possible ;
directing the class to give the utmost watchfulness, and allowing them to correct
him as well as each other, in whatever they consider erroneous in pronunciation,
pauses, emphasis, inflection, cadence, &c. Boys of the first class, wbo can mark
their hooks expertly, take memorandums, and poiat out the faults at the cloee of
the reading ; others are permitted to correct aloud on the instant, which they highly
enjoy, and by which they are rendered very vigilant. As very young children are
liable to forget corrections made in pronuaciation, & words mspronvunced by
those of the lowest class, are marked by the teacher on a slate, and each child re-
quired at the close of the Jesson, to pronounce over again all the words he bad failed
in, during the exercise. The hardest words in the reading books of the higbest
four divisions, are marked with a lead pencil, constantly ove lesson in advance, and
boys are required to learn their meanings, between one reading d y and the pext;
80 as either to subsfitute a syoonyme for each, while reading, or afterward to give
a brief definition that shall apply to the passage.

The time not occupied 1a class, is filled up by ciphering, or in leaming extra
Jessons for recitation ; and by some, more backward than their classes, in redeem-
ing rank or lost lessons. Only two class lessons for study are given in a day; so
that those who are practising the whole course, learn—for example—t{wo lessons
in Geograpby, two in Grammar, and two in Mental Arithmetic in the week ; and
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Your committee are not prepared to recommend the adoption of the monitorial
system of education in allits parts; but they are of opinion that it contaiss many
excellent features, which it will be expedient to adopt in the college.

IV. The Funds.

This is a most important part of the plan, and has commanded a correspond-
ing attention (rom your committee. .

‘The revenue of the College must be drawn from the three following ssarces,
viz:

1. The emoluments arising from the tuition of pupils.

2. Donations and bequests {rom patriotic individuals.

8. Legislative endowment.

The first, although a moderate, will be a certain source of revenve. If by the
adoption, in part, of the monitorial system, the aumber of pupils can be multi-
plied, it will furnish a sum equal to ali the erdinary calls on the college.

Upon the second source of revenue your committee place considerable reance.
In public spirit this city and liberties are by no means deficient, and as the object
proposed is one of a highly meritorious character, it cannot be doubted that it
will meet with the usual liberality.

‘Your committee are of opinion, that although the sums at first contributed ma
be small, yet they feel confident that when the usefulness of the institution shall
be generally known, liberal donations and bequests will be conferred upoa it.
They recommend that a committee for each ward and towhship be appointed to
collect subscriptions, and that the funds first raised, be expended in a library,
models and apparatus.

Third, Legislative endowment. [ a sister state a semioary resembling the pre-
sent, in its leading features, has been projected by a board of commisioners espe-
cially appointed by the legislature for the purpose. This board has recommended
a legislative endowment of § 30,000, which, there is reason to believe, either has
been or will be appropriated; and your committee are proud to say, that in point
of liberality to institutions of real utility, Pennsylvaniais second to no stateis
the Union. The second section of the seventh article of our state couostitution
contemplates the general teaching of the aciences; tnd a hope is indulged, that the
legislatare will regard this as a proper season to act upon this long neglected sec-
tion. Your committee therefore recommend a memorial on the subject, to be
prepared to be laid before the legislature at the opening of their next session.

V. The manner in which the college shall be governed. .
Thepe should be a board of trustees to consist of eighteen members.
This board should have the appointment of professors and teachers, &c. and
the making of all by-laws for the government of the colleges.

Thomas Cadwalader, Peter A. Browne, James Taylor, James Eepy, Mathew L.
Carey, Clement G. Biddle, Samuel Colhoun, Thomas P. Jones, Joseph R.
Chandler, Anthony Finley, Mark Richards, Jonathan W. Condy.

AMERICAN ANNUAL REGISTER.

G. and C. Carvill, New York, propose to publish an American Annual Register
embracing a view of the History, Politics, and Literature of each year, in an oc-
tavo volume, containing about eight hundred pages.

It will not be confined to an account of American affairs, but will c
all relating to the history of Europe, which can interest the scholar and the states-
man.

The history of our own affairs will be brought down in each year to about
the beginning of July, while that of Europe wil? correspond to the ordinary an-
nual division.

By this arrangement, time will be afforded to comclude the #@ccounts of Euro-
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trace out, slowly and carefully, the various streets which constitute a ringle
ward of thecity, ‘They then take their morning's walk, 20 as to pass through
every street in'that wurd;’'and-when ‘they return home, they execute first on
their slates, and afterwards on paper, as accurate a msp of the ward as they
can furmsh (roin memory ; correcting and filling it up wore exactly, aterwards,
by the help of the engraved map. lu this way, the children become familiarly
acquainted with every part of the city, and are prepared (o listen intelligeatly to
any cunversation or readiug in which a local reference occurs. This minute and
practical application in early lile, lays the foundation of good meantal habits in
every department where close investigation or accurate inlormation, is of agy
value. Berides, these exerciser in topography are highly eulertainini as well as
instructive, and give scope to the natural vivacity and activity of chi y—
they are connected too with healthiul physical recreation.

If, as is to be hoped, the author of the History of Boston shall publish an
abridged edition of that work, adapted to the use of families and schools, a pleas-
ing course of wstruction in local history may be combined with the above exes-
cise; »e many of the streets of Boston contain buildings and other objects of great
historical jnterest connected with ituportunt events in the history of the country.

In the meantime every parent or teacher who possesses the larger History, can
furnish orally the instruction which will be required.

A book embracing lessons of this sort for children will be published soon by
Wait, Greene, & Company. |

ABSTRACT OF RETURNS FROM THE SCHOOL COMMITTEES OF
MABSACHUSETTS.

Mr. Bangs, the Secretary of the Commoawealth, has, in compBance with the
order of the General Court, published the abovementioned document.

The form of the Abstract renders the insertion of it in our pages impracticable.
We will return, however, at a convenient opportunity, to tne substance of its
contents, and in the meuntime would lay before our readers the Secretary’s pre-
fatory Remarks.]

Most of the Returns are incomplete, and many vary from the form prescribed
in the Act.  This 1zadered it difficult to reduce them to an Abstract; but pains
have been taken to give the substance of the Returns as correctly as possible.
Where blaoks are left in any column, there was no report or observation of the
Committee under that head, or their remarks were so general and indefinite that
they could not be brouzht into an Abstract, and did not admit of arithmetical
computation. Such is particularly the case with the reports under the head of
¢ time of keeping school in the year. In many instances, the Return states that
the achools are kept ¢ from siz to fwelre months,’ &c. Others give the average
time ot the districts, or the time for each district separately ; but a majority give
the aggregate of all the districts in town, some stating the total amount in years,
same ia mounths, and some in weeks, Jo forming this Abstract, the mode of sta-
ting the aggregate in montbs has been adopted, where it could be determioed with
probable correctness; but in many instan-es it was quite uacertain whether the
average or aggregate amount was intended in the Return, and io all such cases a
blank has beea left. This column, being so incompiete and uacertaia in its caku-
lations, has not been cast up.

It will be perceived by the notes at the bottom of the Absgract, and by an ex-
amination of the Returns, that under the head of ¢ estimated number of Popils in
private Schools,? there is inuch vncertainty and want of uniformity. Most towns
return only those who do not attend at all in the pablic schools, but some return
those who attend partly oo public and partly on private schools, and who have
been stated in preceding colurns, an among the pupils in the public schools.

Under the head of * estimated amount of private school tuition fees,’ there is
also some ambiguity. In several instances the amount paid for extending public
schools beyond their regular tern is included ; and it is probable this is the caseia
other instances where it is not wentioned.
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Rector, to whom, and to the other Masters, it is no more than justice to say,
that their leaming, experience, fidelity and industry, entitle them to the eutire
confidence of thé public.

The vacation, lasting generally from five to six wéeke, commences in the be-
ginning of June, and eads in the midale of July. In addition to which there are
the following holidays. From Wednesday alernoon, till Tuesday morning, at
the Spring and Winter Sacraments. Christmas day, Newyear’s day, Candlemnas
day, May day, King's birth day, Deacons® choosing day, »nd tw.. or three days
(at the discretion of the Lord Provist) after the annual exammation. Tbe last
Friday of January is a holiday of very old standing. From a remote penod it
has been customary for one student from each of the four Nations® in the Natural
Phil y Class in the College, to repair to the Grammur School towards tize
end of January, and, in Latin, request a holiday for the boys on the list Fr.day of
that month. In return for this compliment, four of the boys in the Rector’s
Class repair to the College in the last week in January, and in the same language
ask a holiday for the Students, tirst of the Principal, by calling at his house, and
afterwards of the several Professors, by entering their halls, when the classes are
convened. It is needless to add, that these juvenile orators are politely received,
and their request granted. When a holiduy fulls on Friday, there is no meeting
on the following day.

At the close of the Session, usually the lust week in September, or beginning
of October, Prizes are distnbuted for merit and good attendance, Ly the Lord
Provost, who, on this very interesting occason, appears in full court dress, sword,
&c. The interest which the public takes in this exbivition, is so great, that it
has heen (ound necessary to use one of the churches, the under part being o« cu-
pied by the Magistrates, the Committee, the Masters, who appear in their gowns,
and the Scholars, and the gallery by parents and their families. Afer a prayer
bas been said by ooe of the Rev. Members of the Committee, the Convener gives
a summary of what has been done in the School, during the past year. Greek,
Latio and English Books, in elegant bindings, are then distributed. Prizes for
merit are given to one fourth part of the Boyr in each class, who ranked highest
on the average of the eight examinatlions, and for good attendance to those who
have not been absent from any meeting of the school. Oun 3d October, 1825, 138
Prizes were given for Scholarship. For not being absent from any mevting of
the school, during the year, Prizes were given to 255 Boys—and for not being
absent from any meeting, during five years, Prizes were given to eleven Boys.
Besides these books from the Corporation, gold and silver Medals are also given.
The anaual value of Prize Books, on an average of the ten years, since the (urna-
tion of the Rector’s Class,is L96. 17:8. Historical Account of the Grammar
School of Glasgow.

BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

The Anbual Visitation of the Public Schoals of this city was made oo Wednes-
day last by the Mayor and Aldermen, and other members of the School Commit-
tee, accompanied by the President of the United <tater, Admiral <ir }saac Coffin,
Honorable Mr, Biddle, President of the bank of the United States, Honorable
Mr. Baltonstall of Essex, Mr. Seaton, Editor of the National Intelligencer, the
President and Professors of Harvard University, the clergy of this and neighbor-
ing towns, and nuroerous Natiooal, State,and Muaicipal oﬂ!rers and functionaries.
Notwithstanding the time allotted to the exhibitions of some of the schoois was so
short, as not to admit of full justice being done to the lnstitution, the Instructers,
or the Pupils, the exhibitions were highly satisfactory to the visiters, and those
pareats who had an opportunity to witness the progress of their children.

[The particular methods of instructicon adopted in these schools, would, we think,
be interesting matter for the pages of the Journal. The account of the Public La-

tin School given in our 5th and 6th Nos. will be followed by articles on the other
public schools of the city.]

® Ju the above passage an allusion is made to the classification of the students
accerding to their respective places of nativity.
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Richardson's American Reader.—The American Reader, a selec-
tion of Lessons/for | Réading_@and. Speaking, wholly from American
authors, em"racing a great variety of entertaining subjects of history,
biography, divinity, laws, natural and moral philosophy, and of other
branches of useful and elegant learning.—Furnishing numerous Speci-
mens of American Eloquence : From the Presidential Chair, the Head
Quarters of the Military Commander, the Seat in Congress, the Pulpit
on various occasions, the Bench of the Judge, the Bar, Stations of
Literary Honor, the Seats of the Muses, and from the Shades of Private
Life.—Containing Rules for the proper use of the Pauses, for graceful
and persuasive Pronunciation, and for appropriate and impressive Ges-
ture ; to improve the Scholar in Reading and Speaking, while enrich-
ing the Mind with religious, virtuous, and useful Knowledge, designed
for the use of Schools.—By Joseph Richardson, A. M. Third edition.
Boston.  1823. 12mo. pp. 192.

A separate selection from American authors ow. may we think, afford a
gleasant and a useful variety in reading lessons. We should feel strongly inclined,
owever, (o question the utility of such a selection, if used to the exclusion of a
wide range of classical English authors. The tendency of such an arrangement
would be at once to cramp and adulterate the style of American youth, io their
exercises in written composition. For the style of schoel-books will, after all,
influence, favorably or otherwise, that which the pupil falls into, whea he is
rown up.
5 An exclusive use of the Reader, however, was not, we presume, anticipated by
the author.—As to the general merits of this book there can be no question.
The <ubjects of the lessons are judiciously selected ; and the style is generally
creditable to the compiler’s taste, as well as to the talents of the writers from
whom the selection is made.

Useful information and sound moral instruction characterise most of the pieces
contaioed in this volume ; and the names of their respective authors are a guaranty
that no sentiment is inculcated, but what is worthy of an early place in the minds
of those who are advancing to take their places in life as American citizens.

The Rational Guide to Reading and Oribography : being an al-
tempt to improve the Arrangement of Words in English Spelling
Books, and to adapt the Reading Lessons to the comprehension of those
for whom they are intended. By William B. Fowle, Instructer of
the Monitorial School, Boston. Boston, 1824. 18mo. pp. 160.

That Mr. Fowle has been very successful in this as well as his other attempts
to lay a good foundation of early instruction, is proved not only by the geseral
sale of this book, but by its adoption in the primary schools of this city.

‘The matter and the arrangemennt of this little volume possess much of origin~
ality : both are happily adapted to the capacity of young children, and are ex-
cellently suited to aid a gradual and sure progress in the principles of reading.

Qne of the greatest merits perhape of the Rational Guide is the minute atten-
tion which the author has judiciously betowed on the department of pronunciation.”
This part of the work will be found very serviceable in places where the style of
pronouncing has not yet received a systematic attention.

. The rending lessons which are interspersed with the columns, are simple and
intelligible; they are all written in a very interesting style; and many of them
convey useful moral instruction.

From a pretty extensive acquaintance with similar school-books issued from
the English press, we are enabled to make a comparison which is highly favorable
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itor should have some acknowledged principles, by which the value of other prin-
ciples shall be determined.’

To the above complaints thé editor would offer the following answer.

If the charge of want of definite character is meant to intimate merely that the
varicus articles of which the Journal consists, do not speak precisely the same
language, it only repeats the well known fact that among the many individuals
who have turned their attention to the subject of education, there is not a perfect
similarity of opiniun as to the best method of effectiog what in all cases is equally
desired — the improvement of instruction. .

In this country, at least, if not throughout the world, the question of the best
methods of instruction i= but in the stage of discuseion, and to aid such discussion
was one important object in view in establishing the Journal. To accelerate the
fair and proper decision of a question, no course is more conducive than that of
free discussion, and full bearing on all sides. The editor is not without his own
opinions and predilections on this subject:—they may be expressed in very few
words. The editor’s viewa on the theory of education are those which are de-
veloped in Professor Jardine’s Outlines of Philosophical Education, and which
were acquired under the personal instructions of that individual. These views
are such ae necessarily lead to a decided preference for the inductive method of
instruction in all the branches of education ; and that method the editor has found
very successful in his own experience as a teacher.—On the subject of instruction
considered as an art, it is unnecessary to say much: public opinion seems to be
almost unaninously expressed in a preference for mutual instruction— A system
which appears to be more or less successful according to the pains taken to uaite
with it the method of oral and explanatory teaching.

Such are the editor’s own opinions; but he would be sorry to forget that they
are his own, and to inculcate them to the exclusion of all others.

In the present stage of the progress of public opinion, there is a diversity of sen-
timent on some of these poiuts; and it would be unfair to foreclose a decision.
Ia the meantime, every thing that uppears with the sapction of experience stamp-
ed upon it our readers will, we hope, treasure up as certain and valuable. To
collect instructive fucts is the leading object of the Journal. To this course of
proceeding the work is pledged by its p ospectus.

¢ A leading object of the Journal will be to furnish & record of facts, embracing
whatever information the most diligent nquiry can procure, regarding the past and
present state of education in the United States, ard in foreign countries. An op-
portunity will thus be afforded for a fair comparison of the merits of various sys-
tems of straction. The resuits of actual experiment will be presented ; and the
causes of failure, as well as of success, may thus be satisfactorily traced, and be
made to suggest valuable improvemente.’

¢ In the perusal of our pages, our readers will, we hope, keep in mind that our
undertaking is one which is entirely new. The path on which we have entered is
an untrodden ome. No precursor has, by his success or by bis failures, dooe any
thing to indicate the course which we ought to pursue. e shall therefore have
to commit ourselves, in a great measure to the guidance of circumstances. All
that we can promise, at present, is this, that our attention shall be devoted chiefly
to the accumulation of fucts, and the diffusion of information.”

At the close of the first year of the Journal it will not perhaps be premature to
review the progress of the work, and to select whatever may be firly considered
as results confirmed by unquestionable facts. The statement of these points will
naturally form the basis of a sound theory of education. Facts will speak for
therselves ; and we shall then announce those principles by which other principles
ﬁ:e to(})e brought to the test, and by which consequently our future progress will

guided.

In the meantime, the safest course seems to be to proceed with the accumula-
tion of facts, and the toleration of opinions. ’
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found, on opening a new school, that the children have no idea of
acting together, In order, therefore, to gain this object, it will be
found necessary to have recourse to what we call manual lessons,
which consist in the children holding up their hands, all at one
time; and putting them down again in the same manner. Putting
the right foot outy or the left foot out, putting their hands together,
or rising from their seats, all at onc time; putting their hands be-
hind them, and many other things of a similar nature. These les-
sons we have recourse to, in the first instance, because they are cal-
culated to please the infants, by causing them to act together, which
is one grand step towards order; after the first day or two, the
children will begin to act together, and to know each other; for
until this is the case, the children will be peevish and want to go
home. Therefore any method that can be taken, in the first in~
" stance, to please them, should be adopted; for, while you can please
them, you may be sure they willnot cry. Having induced them to
act together, we are then to class them according to their capacity
and age, as they will begin to shew their aptitude, in obeying your
several commands; and those who obey them with the greatest
readiness may be classed together. I have found it difficult at all
times, to keep up the attention of infants, without giving them
something to do; so that when they are saying the tables in arith-
metic, we always cause them to move either their hands or feet,
sometimes to march round the school: the best way we have yet
found out is the putting of their hands one on the other, every time
they speak a sentence. If they are marching they may count one,
two, three, four, five, six, &c. Having classed them, and having
found that each child knows its own place in the school, you may
select one of the cleverest of each class for a monitor. Some of the
children will learn many of the tables sooner than the others; in
this case the teacher may avail himself of the assistance of those,
by causing each child to repeat what he knows, in an audible man-
ner; the other children repeating after him, and performing the
same evolutions that he does: by tiiis means the other children will
soon learn. Then the master can go on with something else, taking
care to enlist as many children as he can to his assistance; for he
will find that unless he does so he will injure his Jungs, and render
himself unfit to keep up the attention of the children, and to carry
on the school with good effect. When the children have learned to
repeat several of the tables, and the monitors have learned to ex-
cite their several classes, and to keep them in tolerable order, they
may go on with the other parts of the plan, such as the spelling and
reading, picture lessons, &c. as described elsewhere. But care
must be taken that in the beginning too much be not attempted.
The first week may be spent in getting them in order, without think-
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comesto school. Teach every child to help himself as soon as pos-
sible: if a child falls down, and you know that he is able to get up
himself, never lift him up, if you do he will always lie untd you
come to lit him up. Have a slate or a piece of paper, properly rul-
ed, hanging over every class: let every child’s name that is in the
class be written on it, with the name of the monitor. Teach the mon-
itor the names assoon gs you can, and then he will tell you who is
absent. Have a semicircle before every lesson, and make the child-
ren keep their toes to the mark: a bit of iron hoop nailed to the
floor is the best. When a monitor is asking the children questions,
let him place his stool in the centre of the semi-circle and the
children stand round him. Let the monitors ask what questions they
please: they will soon get fond of asking questions, and their pu-
pils will soon be equally fond of answering them. Suppose the mon-
itor ask, What do | sit on? Where are your toes? What do you
stand on? What is before you? What behind you?—at first chil-
dren will have no idea of this method of exercising the thinking
powers. But the teacher must encourage them in it; and they will
very soon get fond of it, and be able to give an answer immediate~
ly. 1Itis a very pleasing sight to see the infants stand round the
monitors, and the monitors asking them any questions they think of.
I have been much delighted at the questions put, and still more so
at the answers given. Assemble all the very small children to-
gether as soon as you can, the first day or two they will want to
sit with their brothers or sisters who are a little older than them-
selves. But the sooner you can separate them the better, as
the elder children frequently plague the younger ones; and I have
always found, that the youngest are the happiest by themselves.

1should advise that the conductors of an infant school, be sent up
to London, to be taught the system properly; as money will be
saved by it in the end, and the children will learn much quicker:
as one false step in the institution will spoil the whole.

As all our ideas are admitted through the medium of the senses,
they consequently must refer in the first place to external objects,
it is for this reason, therefore, that we bring into use the following
articles. . '

The articles are either glued or fastened on the boards, with
screws or waxed thread. The boards are about sixteen inches
square, and a quarter of an inch thick: wainscot is the best as it
does not warp. These will go into the groove of the lesson post:
there should be about twenty articles on each board, or twenty-
five, just as it suits the conductors of the school. - There should be
the same quantity of things on each board, in'order that all the
children may finish at one time: this will not be the case, if there
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unless they had seen the object. The most intellectual person
would not be able to call things by their proper names, much less
describe them, unless he had been taught, or had heard some other
person call them by their right names; and we generally learn more
by mixing with society, than ever we could do at school. This sort
of lessons persons can make themselves; and they will last for many
years, and help to lay a'foundation for things of more importance
at some future period, when perhaps vice will be less encouraged
than it is at present, and vIRTUE encouraged a little more. For it
appears to me that whoever denies that virtue is owing to education,
denies there is any such thing as virtue; since it proceeds from
being taught. And he that hinders the teaching of it, does what he
can to root it out of the world.

ON THE SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION ESTABLISHED IN UNIVERSITIES,
AND ON THE MEAN3 OF IMPROVING.THEM.

[From Professor J ardine’s Outlives of Philosophical Education. ]

As the object of education in all universities, whether of ancient
or modern date, is, to prepare young men for discharging the sev-
eral duties and offices of life; it is surprising that there should be
so little uniformity in the means employed for the attainment of
that important end. It was to be expected, no doubt, that the cha-
racter of the age in which any particular seminary took its rise, as
well as the main objects contemplated by those to whom it owed
.its foundation, should appear impressed upon the scheme of educa-
tion originally pursued within its walls; but, certainly, it was not less
to be expected that, in proportion as knowledge advanced, and the
objects of business or ambition assumed a new form, the system of
public instruction should undergo a similar and a correspooding
change. Such, however, is not found to be the case. On the con-
trary, in some establishments of this kind, possessing great wealth
and antiquity, the statutes of the founder, or the example of former
generations, continue to exert a much more powerful influence on
the practice of teachers, than any considerations which might be
deduced from the extension of science, or even the wants and prob-
able destination of their pupils. So great, indeed, is the difference
in the means and system of instruction adopted in the sevetal uni-
versities of Great Britain, that it might, for a moment, appear doubt-
ful, whether the minds to be cultivated were really of the same
order, and the professional qualifications to be attained had any
thing in common.
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The Under-graduate Course.

In all our colleges, &’ considerable part of the under-graduate
course is devoted to the study of Greek and Latin; but, in those
of Scotland, the attention is not so exclusively confined to the
learned languages, as in the universities of the south. We do not,
in this part of the kingdom, attach to classical learning that high,
and almost exclusive degree of importance, which is ascribed to it
elsewhere; thinking it of greater consequence to the students, to
receive instructions in the elements of science, both mental and
physical, than to acquire even the most accurate knowledge of the
ancient tongues ; of which all that is valuable may, it is thought,
be obtained without so great a sacrifice of time and labor.

We need not, indeed, be surprised at the exaggerated notions
which have been formed, in regard to the value and importance of
the ancient languages. They are justly considered as the channels
by which science and literature were conveyed to the nations of
modern Europe; while the genius and talents displayed in the more
celebrated compositions of antiquity,—in the songs of the poet and
the declamations of the orator,—continue to exercise that charm
on the minds of the learned, which at first arose, perhaps from
novelty or gratitude. There is, besides, a hereditary veneration,
among scholars, for the works which delighted the illustrious per-
sons whom they have been taught to admire ; and which laid the
foundation of that immortal fame which has kindled their own am-
bition, and is valued by them as the highest recompense of human
talent and industry.

But the practice of devoting so much time to the languages of
Greece and Rome has been defended on other grounds. It is
maintained that the knowledge of these tongues affords a remarka-
ble facility for acquiring others; that they present an excellent
model for the study of general grammar, and even the most recon-
dite principles of thought and speech; and, moreover, that a good
classical education qualifies a young man to use, with elegance
and propriety, the vernacular language of his country.

It is impossible to deny that these, and perhaps other advantages,
result from the study of ancient literature. Itisonly to be consider-
ed, whether all these might not be procured at less expense of time
and labor, and without sacrificing other important objects, which
ought likewise to make a part of the under-graduate course. The
principles of general grammar, and even the particular structure
of any individual language, might surely be sufficiently acquired,
without that very minute attention to prosodial niceties which oc-
cupies 80 much time in several distinguished seminaries. 1do not
object to such inquiries being pursued by those whose taste and
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592 MEANS OF IMPROVING

acquainted with the opinions of one man, and with the state of phi-
losophy at the particular -period when he wrote. With respect,
then, to the acquisition of knowledge as connected with the histo-
ry of opinion on the subject of mind, of reasoning, of morals, the
method of teaching pursued in the English colleges would, in my
estimation, be greatly improved by introducing the practice of lec-
turing, in the Scottish acceptation of the word.

The communication of knowledge is not, however, on any ac-
count, the principal object which ought to be kept in view, in can-
structing a system of academical education. However important the
knowledge received from particular authors may be, and whatever
improvements may be made in the modes of communicating it by
more strict and minute examinations, by collections or otherwise, it
must be observed, that these exercises embrace chiefly the means,
but not the ultimate end of education. They, indeed, tend to im-
prove the powers of comprehension and memory; but they are not
calculated to bestow that vigor, activity, and penetration, by which
students obtain knowledge of their own; by which they generate
new trains of thinking, and acquire habits of weighing and estima-
ting the grounds of their judgements; and of combining and ex-
pressing the knowledge which has been acquired.

In all these respects, the lecturing system appears superior to
that with which we are now comparing it. While listening to a
discourse delivered with some degree of animation, the mind of the
student is necessarily more awakened, and feels a more powerful
demand made upon its energies, than when perusing a printed vo-
lume; for, in the latter case, he is quite aware that inattention can
be made up for by a second reading, and that every fit of absence
may be fully compensated by a little voluntary exertion, when he
is more disposed to be studious. The pupil, on the contrary, who
hears a lecture pronounced from the chair, and who knows he is to
be examined on the subject of that lecture, its principal topics, its
arrangement and illustrations, and to be required to write an exercise
on some part of it, composed, too, upon the materials with which he
has been thereby supplied, is naturally actuated by every motive
which can stimulate industry and sustain attention. The memory
is employed to store up the facts and reasonings brought forward
by the lecturer; the judgement is exercised in discovering their
conncction and dependence; and the powers of reasoning are call-
ed into action, while he draws conclusions and generalises his in-
ferences. Compared with these efforts of mind, the mere reading
a volume in private is a dull and uninteresting employment. The
intellectnal powers are never sufficiently roused; they are in a
statc aproaching to passivity, being never stretched to their full
tension nor made tp put forth all their strength. The young mam,
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directly compared, will be analogous to those connected with the
two exercises/now |déscribed. ' Every one knows, how astonish-
ingly succeBsful many reporters are, both in the houses of parlia-
ment, and in the courts of justice, in giving the principal topics,
as well as the leading points of illustration, of a Jong speech; and,
it is too obvious to require remark, that this command ef the seve-
ral faculties of memory, discrimination, and arrangement, arises
from a species of mental exercise, in many respects similar to that
which is followed out in the first class of philosophy at Glasgow,
and which I am satisfied, might easily be introduced, under certain
modifications, into other academical establishments.

L]
ASSOCIATIONS OF ADULTS FOR MUTUAL EDUCATION.

[The following article is from an individual whose attention has
been long and peculiarly directed to the subject on which he writes;
and who has contributed extensive and efficient service to associa-
tions modelled on a plan similar to that which is now presented to
our readers. The subject here introduced to public attention, is one
of uncommon interest, when regarded in connection with the pro-
gress of general improvement by means of education; it is equally
important in a political point of view, as intimately connected with
the diffusion of intelligence, and with the elevation of character
among the agricultural and mechanic classes; and to the friend
of moral improvement it offers a source of peculiar gratification,
as a sure preventive of those insidious inroads of vice, which are
cver ready to be made on hours of leisure and relaxation’]

To the Editor,

Sir, I take the liberty to submit for your consideration, a few ar-
ticles as regulations for associations for mutual instruction in the
sciences, and in useful knowledge generally. You will see they
are upon a broad basis; and the reason is that men of views enlight-
ened enough upon education to see its defects and its wants, and
spirit enough to act, are scattered more or less through the country;
and all that is necessary for action, is some definite plan of opera-
tion by which their efforts can be united and brought to bear upon
one point. It seems to me that if associations for mutual instruc-
tion in the sciences and other branches of useful knowledge, could
once be started in our villages, and upon a.general plan, they would
increase with great rapidity, and do more for the general diffusion
of knowledge, and for raising the moral and intellectual taste of
sur countrymen, than any other expedient which can possibly be de-
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606 FRER SCHOOLS OF MASSACHUSETTS.

ing as men are free and able, the Collidge may have some consid-
erable yearly healp towards their occasions, and herein, if the
Massachusetts  please to| give aleading example, the rest may
probably the more reddyly follcw.’* )

Notwithstanding the solicitude of the puritans, that the rising
generation should be educated sound in the faith, s well as cor-
rect in practice, it seems, the perversity of human nature did
sometimes, even in those good days, prevail; and it was difficult to
find proper objects of the public favor. The government of the
College ask direction of the General Court, as to the distribution
of their bounty in the following words.

¢ Whither we shall have respect, in the disposall of the said
contributions, to all the schollars in generall, (as by maintenance
of common officers and the like,) or especially, to such as are
poore, pious, and learned; the three usual qualifications looked at
in such cases.t The Court reply; ¢ The supplies granted by the
severall Collonies were first inteaded for the support and encour-
agement of poore, pious, and learned youthes, and it is desired
these ends may cheefly be attended in the disposall thereof; onely
if no such youthes be present, it may be imployed for the common
advantage of the Collidge.’}

These evidences of early attention to Harvard College are cited,
not because it is that, in which I am now chiefly interested, but to
show the interest our ancestors felt on the subject of education,
and the sacrifices they were willing to make for the general diffu-
sion of knowledge. Although the College was a favorite object of
patronage, the puritans did not forget the ¢ primary schools.’§ They
bestowed upon them an attention, which evinced how well they
judged, that it is in them the character of the mass of the people is
formed. So far as education is concerned, the highest seminaries
may furnish the ornament, but the primary schools must afford the
strength and stability of republican institutions. As early as 1647,
less than twenty years from the date of their first charter, the
colony of Massachusetts Bay made provision by law, for the sup-
port of schools at the public expense, for instruction in reading and
writing, in every town containing fifty families; and for the sup-
port of & grammar school, the instructer of which should be com-
petent to prepare young men for the University, in every town

® Haz. Hist. Coll. vol. ii. p. 107.
-1 Hist. Coll. vol. ii. p. 85.
} Hist. Coll. vol. ii. pp. 86, 87.

¢ This phrase is used to denote the elementary or lowest class of schools, which
are supported by the districts of each town.
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or householders, shall set up and maintain fwo grammar

and two writing, schools, the masters whereof shall be fit and able
to instruct youth as the law directs.” These were the laws for the
support of free schools, which obtained under the Colony Charter
of Massachusetts Bay, and as they were executed, they secured to
all, the means of some education.

The colony of Plymouth, though not approaching that of Mas-
sachusetts in population and resources, was hardly inferior in the
enlightened views entertained upon the subject of free schools. In
1667, their legislature hold the following language; ¢ For as much
as the maintenance of good literature doth much tend to the ad-
vancement of the weal and flourishing state of societies and repub-
lics, this court doth therefore order, that in whatever township in
this government, consisting of fifty families or upwards, any meet
man shall be obtained to teach a grammar school, such township
shall allow at least twelve pounds, to be raised by rate cn all the
inbabitants.” As the colony of Connecticut was principally settled
by emigration from the older colony of Massachusetts, it early
adopted the spirit of its laws, upon all subjects. The causes, which
influenced so strongly all the early institutions of New England,
operated as powerfully in Connecticut, as in any of the colonies.
They loved free institutions, and were impatient of control from any
source foreign to themselves. And their zeal to propagate and
perpetuate a blind and bigotted faith was proverbial. But they did
all for conscience’ sake. Whatever were the causes which led
the puritans of New England to the adoption of their liberal and
enlightened policy in regard to free schools, the effects were, cer-
tainly, most happy upon the condition of the people. And with
the advantages of their experience, and of living in a more en-
lightened age, though we might wish to change some shades in their
!ivee, we could hardly hope, on the whole, to make more noble

rtions for the promotion of the same object. Their pious care
of the morals of the young; their deep and devoted interest in the
general dissemination of knowledge; and the sacrifices they en-
dured to afford encouragement and patronage to those nurseries
of piety and knowledge, the free schools, are without parallel in the
history of this or any’ other country.
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A Royal Visitation, which took place in 1727, was the means of
introducing, into the college of Glasgow, the first radical reform in the
method of teaching) philosophy: Prior to this date, each professor con-
ducted his pupils through the whole philosophical course ; giving lec-
tures in three successive years, on logic, ethics, and physics. Oune of
the principal changes recommended by the royal visiters on.this occa-
«ion, consisted in restricting the professors of philosophy to a particular
department.- The former method was, no doubt, attended with some
considerable advantages altogether peculiar to it; and accordingly it
still remains questionable with many persons, fully competeot to form
a judgement on such matters, whether the innovation now stated, was
in every puint of view, a decided improvement. When the primary
object of a professor is not so much to extend the bounds of science,
by original speculations of his own, as to communicate to youth ele-
menlary instruction, drawn from the works of others, he may not find
wuch difficulty in making himself sufficiently master of all that is ne-
cessary to be taught, in each department ; whilst, from aa intercourse
with his students, during three sessions of college, he has such an op-
portunity of becoming acquainted with their several talents and dispo-
sitions, as enables him to adapt, wilh every prospect of success, his
mode of instruction to their respective capacities. If, in addition to
this, we could bave any ground for assurance, that the duties of 2 pro-
fessor would always be discharged by able men, and zealous teachers,
there could be no hesitation in pronouncing the ancient system decid-
edly superior to the modern ; but, when, on the contrary, it is morally
certain that professorial chairs will not always be filled by individuals
so higbly qualified, and as men of ordinary talents may, nevertheless,
by confining their attention to one particular field of study, not ooly
acquire some eminence, but become very successful instructers, it is
extremely probable, all things considered, that each branch of knowl-
cdge will be betler taught by being intrusted to a separate professor.
Besides, there is possibly sume improvement to be derived from the
opportunity, thus furnished to a young man, of observing and compar-
ing different modes of communicating instruction ; and, at all events, it
is an advantage not entirely to be overlooked, that students should not
during their whole academical course be confined to one teacher, but
should have it in their power to attend the lectures of any distinguish-
ed professor, who may happen at the time to adorn our seat of learn-

H ’
ng.

It is onc of the characteristic arrangements of the Scottish
universitics, that no student is compelled to attend the whole
round of lectures which constitutes the college course. He may
select what branches he pleases, and omit others, making the selec-
tion with reference to his future avocation in life; and, at the same
@®ime, any individual in private life, who is zcalous for his own im-
provement, may attend as many of the lectures as he pleases. It
i3 not at all unusual to find a merchant or even a mechanic here
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This conviction of the general uselessness, and even positively har{-
ful consequences, of spending six or seven months in the study of logic
and metaphysics, was not coofined 'to the youth within the walls of
the college. From the time that the lectures began to be delivered in
English, the eyes of men were opened to the unsuitable nature of the
subjects of which they treated ; and the defects of the system, as em-
bracing a very important part of public education, became every day
more striking, and called more loudly for a radical reform. 1t was
observed by those who interested themselves in this question, that the
subjects introduced in the logic class, even when perfectly understood,
bhad little or no connexion-with that species of knowledge which was
necessary to prepare the student, either for the speculative pursuits of
science, or for the active business of life. The local situation, foo, of
this university, in a great commercial city, where 2 quick perception
of utility, and a clear insight into the adaptation of means to ends, may
be supposed to predominate, gave frequent occasion to animadversions
on our scheme of preparatory instruction. Intelligent persons, who
sent their sons to the logic class, although not themselves proficients in
literature, could not fail to observe, that the subjects to which their at-
tention was directed, had no relation to any profession or employment
whatever ; that the discussions connected with them had po analogy
to those trains of thinkipg which prevail in the ordinary intercourse of
society ; and, in short, that nothing could be derived from prelections
on such topics, which was likely in the smallest degree, either to adorn
conversation, or to qualify the student for the concerns of active life.’

Institutions and individuals must occasionallg change their
course, if they will keep up with the advance of public opinion.—
The blame of changefulness—if such it must be termed—lies, not
with the former, but with the latter ; and there is no just ground for
that embarrassment and that feeling of shame which are sometimes
manifested, when a change of measures is adopted. The judgement
and the decision with which Professor Jardine proceeded in intro-
ducing improvements, will be perceived in.the following para-
graphs.

¢ During several sessions after my appointment [to the professorship,)
the former practice'was regularly followed ; that is, the usual course
of logic and metaphysics was explained by me in the most intelligible
manner 1 could—subjected, no doubt, to the same animadversions as
my predecessor. Though every day more and more convinced me
that something was wrong in the system of instruction pursued in this
class; that the subjects on. which 1 lectured were not adapted to the
age, the capacity, and the previous attainments of my pupils, I did
not venture upon any sudden or precipitate change. Meanwhile the
daily examination of the students, at a separate hour, gave me an op-
portunity of observing that the greater number of them comprehended
very little of the doctrines explained ; that a few only of superior
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such a form and condition of society, public institutions for the
promotion of science are permitted to lag, and to sink down into
inactivity and insignificance; the neglect is unpardonable.

It is under these impressions, and with an earnest desire to se-
cure a more extensive and watchful attention to this important sub-
ject, that we have devoted so much space to professor Jardine’s
history of improvement in the university, in which he so long dis-
charged his laborious and respected office. Our extracts from the
Outlines have served, we think, to show that public sentiment can-
not ultimately be thwarted or baffled, that its demands must be
complied with; that a prudent attention to the state of society will
secure to literary institutions the respect and the attachment of the
communities in which they are placed; and that a moderate but firm
course of conduct, even in an individual, may accomplish resuits
which shall entitle him to the gratitude of posterity. The limits of
a review will not admit of a full statement of all the methods adopt-
ed by professor Jardine in his course of instruction, nor even of all
the departments in which he produced a reformation. The subjects
of his lectures, as presented in the Qutlines, are the following: the
elements of intellectual science, treated in a plain, practical, and
popular style, adapted to young students; the formation and progress
of language; the elements of intellectual culture and improvement,
applied to the various faculties of man, and embracing the formation
and refinement of taste. From the remarks on the. composition of
lectures for a first class in philosophy we extract the following
passagc, as one which contains matter highly important to teachers
in every department, and glows, at the same time, with the simple
and earnest eloquence of a mind sincerely and warmly devoted to
the improvement of the young. .

¢ Teachers of philosophy, generally speaking, address their pupils
from written lectures or very copious nates. Experience, however, bas
convinced me, that a constant and slavish reading ougfl of all things to
be avoided ; and that a mode of delivery should be attempted, more
or less approaching to extemporaneous speaking. There are no-doubt
many details, in a course of lectures, which may be read with advau-
tage ; but upon the more important and interesting parts of his sub-
ject, the professor should speak to his students from clear and just views
of the matter in hand. and from the deep impression made on his own
mind. The constant reader of written lectures is in the eye of youth,
a sort of mechanical performer; and can seldom avoid becomiag tire-
some and monotonous in bis delivery. How well soever he may
read, he cannot give the proper advantage to-the matter of his lectures,
nor acquire that influence over the minds of his pupils which is placed
within his reach. The frame of mind, too, in which the lectures may
have been composed, the warmth and earnestness which may bave
been felt in the first train of thought, are usually found to evaporate
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which was worthy the, particular attention of the meeting. The doctor saidy
1t has long ‘sppeared 'to ‘me' a-desideratum to obtsin for the inhabitastr of
this crowded wmetropolis, sufe, efficient, and animating methods of attaining
that exercise which is so essential to the preservation of the health and strength
of our population : a very large portion is confired through the day, in ocrcu-
pations which ure quite sedentary, und often requiring very unfavoruble, nay,
even mischievous positions of the body, during their continuunce. To couater-
act this preponderance of sedentary, over active pursuits, London furnishes
very little invitation or opportunity , and heace it buppens, iuternal excitement, i
the most inviting forms, being abundantly provided, that the majority of thouse
thus circumstunced are led to attempt the removal of languor, exhaustion, and tor-
por, by having reccurse to interaul sftmuls instead of active cheerful exercize. The
multiplied evils which low from this ill contrived method to remedy the daily dif-
-ficulties arising from “sedentary occupation, I need not detail to you—with the
catalogue, both physical and moral, you have too many opportunities to become
accurately acquainted.” In coaclusion the doctor said, * My confidence, } may
remark, does not rest apon the influence of the exercises of the Gymoasium upo
the inbabitants of the Grecian States, as proclaimed by their pocts aud bListorians,
but upon unquestionable inductions from the mature of man, &s a sensitive orgunis-
ed being, together with the results of the few scuttered experiments foinished by
our own times. | nced not add that [ fully believe your plas must suct eed, intro-
duced under the very power(ul auspices of Professor Voelker, and strongly appre-
ciating the wants of our fellow ciuzens, | cannot admiit the possibility of failure i
the very interesting atlempt to improve energies of the British nation.?

The motion was carried by acclamation.

Mr Reynolds, the Master of the Seminary near Peatonville, stated, that he had
been recommended by Mr. Lawrence to try the effect of gymnustic exercises to
eradicate a disordered system, contracted in the pursuit of his avocations; he
bad tried it with the utmost success.

A number of gentlemen spoke with great ability on the subject, and e
for the formation of a Branch lostitution, were carried uoanimously. The mem~
bers are to manage it by a Committee, and it was stated, thut the Central Insti-
tution would give 1t every assistance in its power. Thanks were voted to the
Chairman and to Professor Voelker ; and after a considerable number of persons
bad earolled their names, and subscribed liberally, the meeting reparated.

! National Gasette.

AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION.

\[The interesting intelligence contained in tnis article is extracted from the
Second Aunnual report of the American Sunday School Union. Ve regret that
our limits restrict us at present in our extracts from this report ; and we would
embrace the opportunity of inviting the attention of our readers to the whole
article, as given in the American Sunday School Maguzine for the month of
June. Speaking from observation, we can safely say that in Great Lritain no
weans have been found so effective as Sunday Schools for elevating the moral and
iotellectual, as well as the religious, character of the great body of the people.
The sanie thing, to a considerable extent is true, of the cities at least, in this
country.

The demands of your Society on the labors of its managers are of so varied a
character, that we have felt it necessary to appoint committees from our own
number, in order to conduct its business with greater precision and despatch.

The Committee of Publication, which came into existence with the Philadel-
phia Sunday and Adult School Union, has a large and important Geld of exertion
allotied to it in the operations of your board. Fifteen hundred copies of -the
Amwmerican Sunday School Magazine, issued under the superintendence of this com=
muttee, have been published moathly during the past year.
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their teachers, and they would urge it as a matter of first importance, that they
discourage, as far as | they can safelydojso, the reciﬁnf of Scripture lessom by
rote, merely for the sake of repeating a great number of verses; and that they
endeavor to make their scholars understand and apply to themselves the truth
of revelation. In this endeavor it is in the power of your clerical brethren to
render you much assistance by explaining to the teachers, in Bible classes or
otherwise during the week, the lesson to be recited on the succeeding sabbath.

Auvother improvement, the good effects of which are too obvious to be over-
Jooked, is the establishment of juvenile libraries in connection with sabbath
schools. In some schoola the privilege of using the library is the only reward
of merit, and the forfeiture of that privilege the only punishment inflicted. Bet
the benefit of the library is by no means confined to the scholars. By it a taste
for reading is created in the older inhabitents of a neighborhood, and >
knowledge, communicated in the most instructing way, finds an entrance into
families to which it could gain access by no other means.

In a few of your schools, another improvement has been introduced worthy of
geoeral imitation It is the formation of those into Bible Classes who have en-
Jjoyed, for some time, the common advantages of religious instruction, which
sabbath schools afford, and have arrived at a suitable age. By meaos of these,
youth, when they have become too old willingly to submit to the usual exercises
of the school, may yet receive the benefit and be subject to the restramts of re-
ligious instruction. The promotion of Bible Clasees in connection with their other
operations has come before your board as a subject of high interest. Facts too
numerous and well attested to be doubted for a moment, speak of the valoe of
Bible Class instruction ; and your board feel constrained, by the design of their
organisation, to take such measures as are consistent with their other duties, for
its extension, and do therefore recommend it to the earnest adoption of every
friend of their cause.

INDIAN CIVILISATION.

It will appear by the following correspondence, that the Creek Indians are
alive to the great object of educating their children; and the delegation recently
in Washington bas appropriated twenty-four thousand dollare of tbeir means to
be disposed of, under the direction of the President of the United States, in pro-
moting it. We see in this much to admire. Indians ore made seasible of the
necessity of education, and feeling the need of it themselves they seek to confer
its advantages and its blessings upon their offpring. The Creeks have foflowed
the Choctaws and the Chicka-aws—and these again the Cherokees, all of whos
have allotted large annuities for the same ohject. Thus far the great Southern
tribes have acted in concert, and upon a subject which is highly interesting to ba-
manity, and bonorable to themselves. ntario Repository.

Extract of a lelter from Opothle Yoholo, and others, composing the Creek depute-

tion, o the Scerclary of War, dated Washington, 13t of April, 1826.

¢ We have consulted on our talk of yesterday in relation to the benefits deriv-
able from a good educdlion. It gives us pleacure to have it in our powet to say,
that we discover nothing in our father the President, youreelf, and Colovel Mec-
Kenoey, but the strictest justice, friendship, and humanity, as evinced during our
intercourse on subjects of peculiar character and interest. Any recommenda-
tion emanating from this high source, demands respect and attention. The ex-~
amples you pointed at in Messrs. Ridge and Vann, are too striking to be resisted,
and we have therefore accepted your talk, not only as the talk of friendship, but
with grateful hearts as children, at a time we hope, when the threatening storm
is hushed to silence, and our people left to breathe in the calm of peace, by the
graves of their fathers.

We have appropriated twenty-four thousand dollars, to be placed in the hands
of the President, to be applied for the education of Creck youth, at the Bloe
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Springs in Kentucky, entertaining a confidest belief that Colonel Johnson, who is
known to us, and/who lives at that(plice, and who is represented to us a brave
man, wil himself see to their being treated in such a way as will accord with
our expectations of a man who bas deserved such an appellation from his
country. Our Secretaries are authorised to enter into proper and specific arrange-
meats with you on the subject, at a time most convenient to his lersure,—We are
your friends and brothers.”

[Copy.]—DxranTuExnT o WAR.—Qffice Indian Affairs, April 3, 1626,

To O-Pora-Lx-Yomor.o, and others, members of the Creek Delegation.

Friends and Brothers,~Your letter to the Secretary of Warof the ist inst.
is received, in which you have awigned tweaty-four thousand dollars of the pro-
ceeds of the treaty receatly executed by you, for the education of your childcen,
at the Choctaw Academy, at the Blue Springs, in Kentucky, under the direction
of the Baptist General Convention. The Secretary of War directs me to coovey
to you the high approbation of your Great Father as also of his own, of an act
which reflects so much credit upon the intelligence of the Creeks, and attach-
ment to the best interest of their offepring; and directs also, that I prepare
regulations for the government of those funds, for your sanction, and his approval.
1 am prepared to submit the same to your secretaries, to whom the execution of
the specific arrangements are referred by you, at any time when it may suit
their convenience to call at my office.

Your Friend and Brother, Taos. L. McKExnEY.

MECHANICS’ INSTITUTIONS,

Oo the 7th of May, 1795, Mr John Anderson, Professor of Natural Philos-
ophy, in this University, bequeathed his valuable Philosophical Apparatus, Mu-
seum and Library, for the of introducing a system of popular edu-
cation to both sexes. The Elo}u-or died on the 16th January, 1796, and on
9th J:::l l‘ollowi::fa, a Seal ﬁf Cau;se w::” obtained Chefor the :lnd;nouim lugf;::
tion, since that time, Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Mathematics
raphy, Botany, &c. bave been taught init. * I'1900, Dr. Birkbeck introduced a
class for mechanics. In 1808, Dr. Ure extended the library, and in 1822, a Mu-
seum was added to the Institution. The noble example set by Professor Ander-
son, bas since been followed by a number of the great towns in the kin;dom. In
1799, a similar Institution was founded in Long:;, vnder the able direction of
Dr. Garnet, till then Professor of the Andersonian Institution. The plan of the
Mechanics’ Class, has found its way to the continents of Europe and America.

The Mechanics’ Class of the Andersonian Institution, and the Class of the Glas-
gow Mechanics’ Institution, are in a most flourishing condition. The latter was
:gned in November, 1823. Messrs. Steel, l.ongstafl, and Deuchar, have been

successive Lecturers, on Mechanics and Cbemistry, Mr. Brown Lectures on
Popular Anatomy and Physiology, and Mr. Mc’Fadyen gnve Lectures on Natural
History. At present there are upwards of thirteen hundred Mechanica attend-
ing these clasees, nearly in equal proportions. From Mesers. Claud, Girdwood
and Co.’s Mechanics® shop, there are 140 Students, and from» Mr. William Dunn’s
56, who attend the latter class. The working models and apparatus of both
Classes are now so very numerous and valuable, as to answer all the purposes
of experiment. The Libraries contuin upwards of 3,400 velumes. Dr. Urc gave
a Lecture in aid of the fund for erecting a monument to the memory of James
‘Watt, and Mr. Longstaff followed the example, or, in the emphatic words of tl.e
last Report of the Glasgow Mechanics lnstitution, * A testimony to the depart-
ed worth of one of the most illustrious of men ; —to a Mlechanic, and a Mechunic
of Glasgow."—The value of Mechanical Institutions may Le gathercd from the
following words, which are taken (rom the report ailuded to:—

¢ The Commiittce have to congratulate the Members of the Institution, and all
those interested in its welfare, on the state of prosperity in which the teruunation of
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642 MEANS OF IMPROVING

The improvement of the students in philosophy, taste, and cem-
position; \ would | |be)promoted jat once, and by the same mems.
Their natural abilities would receive regular and appropriate cul-
ture; and, what is more valuable than all these advantages put to-
gether, the young men, taught in this way, would acquire a force,
and ready use, of all their intellectual faculties; and would be
quaglified for higher pursuits in the paths of science, or for engag-
ing more successfully in the business of active life. The objeet
of the teacher who follows this practical method, as I have already
repeatedly observed, is not so much to convey knowledge, as to
put into the hands of his pupils an instrument for acquiring it by
their own exertions; not so much to give them an abstract view of
mind, in general, as to make them thoroughly acquainted, from ex-
perience and reflection, with all its powers and modes of operation,
in the acts of perceiving, remembering, forming judgements, con-
ducting a process of reasoning, and generalising particular infer-
ences. He undertakes not to confer upon them the riches of
learning to any given amount, or of any specified description; but
rather such a degree of improvement, and such a ready use of their
intellectual powers, as like the philosopher’s stone, will convert into
gold every thing to which they are applied. In the outset of the
course, accordingly, he regards knowledge as valuable to youth,
on hardly any other account than as it constitutes the materials of
thinking, and the means of carrying on a practical system of ir-
struction; convinced that, if he succeed in training his students
to reason, to inquire, to arrange their thoughts clearly, ﬂl,d. to
clothe them with ease in a suitable form of expression, the-pfinci
end of an academical education will assuredly be attained.

It is not to be inferred, from any thing now stated, that the jud-
cious perusal of select authors, even during the course of the see-
sion, ought to be altogether disregarded. On the contrary, the
lecture system when properly conducted, by frequent reference to
works connected with the several subjects discussed, necesearily
leads to the perusal of a variety of publications; and the only danger
attending it, is, that the reading of the students may become d
tory and promiscuous, and consequently unprofitable. To prevest
this, I usually specify such parts of every work as ought to be md
in the meantime, being those, of course, that are most nearly
to the busimess in hand; requesting the young men to postpone
farther examination of its contents till the ensuing vacation,
they have more leisure to profit by such studies. During the ter™
there is no time for extensive reading, the attention of the students
being chiefly taken up with exercises which they have to WIt¢
and with preparing for the daily examinations. - The lectures, i
deed, so far from precluding the advantage of private study; ¢

.
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meant to afford directions for reading: while the practice of essay
writing carries with'it, to the 'student, a very strong inducement to
consult authors, both in order to obtain materials, and to ascertain
the justness of his own conclusions. The great object, however, at
this stage of his progress, is the improvement of his faculties, to
which mere readmg i8 supposed to contribute but in a subordinate
degreo, and is therefore not made the principal part of his occupa-

In justice, however, to a system, of which I have not hesitated to
point out what appear to me the defects, I may add, that the Eng-
lish plan of education by means of books, conveuation, and abridge-
ments, is infinitely saperior to the Scots mode by lecture, when not
accompanied with regular examinations, and a systematic, progress-
ive course of themes. Of the latter mode of conducting philosophi-
cal education, if education it ought to be called, I am unwilling to
speak in terms which its absurdity suggests to my mind. But it is
Rmot to this very imperfect method that I now direct the attention of
the reader; and, while indulging in a few remarks on the plan pur-
sued in the English and Irish colleges, I may be permitted still far-
ther to observe, that in the subjects selected by the tutors, there
seems to be, in some instances, at least, a neglect of mental philos-
ophy, and of that natural logic which is founded upon the know-
ledge of our own intellectual powers. In one college, classical lit-
erature is almost the sole study; in another, mathematics, and the
higher parts of algebra, engross all the attention; but in scarcely
any, do we find a regular process of intellectual culture, going on,
conducted with a reference to the natural order of the human fac-
ulties, their growth, their progress and maturity. It is, therefore,
with the view of supplying some defects, and correcting some errors,
as upon the most candid construction they appear to me, in several
of our academical institutions, that I have presumed to brmg into
pubhc notice, the plan of teaching the first philosophy class in this
university, now firmly established from a conviction of its useful-
ness.

To give full effect, however, to this method of teaching philoso-
phy, the office of tutor, in tho several colleges, ought to be perma-
nent. Such an arrangement seems absolutely essential to success,
in the art of teaching; for this art, like all others, being founded on
practice and observation, must derive, from that quarter, all the im-
provement of which it is susceptible. Upon the erroneous suppo-
sition, that the art of teaching consists in the mere communication
of knowledge, it has been inferred, that wherever a persop has ac-
quired a certain portion of science, or literature, he is immediately
qualified to instruct others. But knowledge and intellect are not
the ounly qualifications of a teacher, nor even the most important.
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646 MEANS OF IMPROVING

what other ground, than that their names were entered in a college
record, any merit hes(been taken by the seminaries wherein they
happen to keep their terms. Is it imagined, that if men of ge-
nius were to give the history of the various steps of their secret
studies, and the accidental aids by which they gradually attained
celebrity, they would have much to ascribe to the forms, and les-
sons, and commentaries, of a college tutor? It were to be wished,
indeed, in order to place this mode of reasoningon its proper found-
o Btion, that we had a list of the thousands who might have been achol-
ars and men of science, if they had been suitably instructed ; t’or,
it is worthy of remark, that the merit of academical msutuuons is
to be estimated, not by the few men of uncommon talents who
have been there educated, but by their success in cultivating or-
dinary ability; in raising the lowest mental endowments to that
degree of eminence which nature has. placed within their reach;
and, above all, by the tendency which they have to confirm habits
of industry and a love of research. In short, we must.not draw
our conclusions in this field of inquiry from particular instances;
and we have it not, in general, in our power to found them upon
a comparative estimate of what is actually performed; because we
cannot determine how much is due in every single case to natural
gifts, how much is to be ascribed to individual exertion, and, of
course, how much belongs to the teacher, and how much to the
system of the school. We must, therefore, form our opinion on the
subject on principles connected with general experience relative to
the buman faculties, and the most natural method of culture ; on
the analogy of nature in the developement of our mental energies;
and on the practice of those who have been most successful in in-
structing the young, whether in action, fact, or principle. To this
criterion I am willing to submit the propriety of whatever I have
advanced, either in the way of stricture, or of suggest
The above observations, though they apply more immediately to
those celleges, where the system of education is avowedly different
from that pursued in Scotland, have, perhaps, some claims on the
attention of all teachers who are appointed to conduct young men
over the threshold of philosophy. The leading principle of
method which I here venture to recommend, is derived from
the analogy of pature, and the experience of mankmd in every
other branch of instruction, which prove to us that, in leaming any
art, mere precept is unavailing; that the beginner, in short, must
work as well as listen; otherwise he has no chance of arriving at
proficiency in the object of his pursuit. By a system of practi-
cal education, well regulated, and judiciously enforced, the student
is enabled to become his own teacher; and when he has been
accustomed to exercise his faculties,—to arrange his thoughts,
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whether for prosecuting his researches, or for committing them to
paper, he finds that  he can do- for himself, what the most learned
professor, without such means, could never have qualified him to
perform. The result, on the whole, is that, unless professors con-
descend to become teachers, not only communicating instructions
to their students; but subjecting them to a regular course of active
labor; and thus obtaining an opportunity of knowing the progress
of their minds,—of correcting their labors, and of directing them
to the mleans of higher degrees of excellence,—the effects of edu-
cation will only be experienced by the chosen few, whose natural
talents enable them to follow out, and profit by the ingenious lec-
tures of the professor.

) In the university with which 1 have so long been connected,

: the practical mode of education is zealously followed in all the de-
: partments of the undergraduate course. In the class of moral phi~
\ losophy which succeeds that of the logic, the professor meets his stu-
dents at two separate hours, each day, during the session. At the
first of these, he delivers a lecture on the principles of ethical sci-
ence, embracing such inquiries into the nature of the human mind,
as are connected with the character of man, considered as a moral
agent, and are necessary to unfold those states of thought and feeling,
known by the terms instinct, appetite, desire, passion, and affection.
In this way the student is led to consider the origin and authority of
moral sentiment, and to trace the rise of those energetic principles
which actuate and impel the vast mechanism of human society ;—as
also, the source and distinction of moral good and evil, of praise
and blame, of reward and punishment. He is made acquainted with
the opinions of the learned, in ancient and modern times, respect-
ing the obligations of morality, the qualities of mind and of action
in which virtue consists, and the various standards of moral excel-
lence which have been proposed in different ages and nations, to
determine the true source of approbation in the human mind.

Those subjects are followed by a consideration of the principles
of law and government, so far as these are founded on the moral
nature of man;—tending to illastrate the gradual progress of re-
finement in the history of civil society.

At the second hour of meeting, the students are examined on the
various topics of the lecture which { have just described;—or they
listen to the remarks of the professor on the essays they are enjoin-
ed to write, which he reads daily in the class;—or, according to
a practice long established in that department, they translate to
him a portion of some of the ethical works of Cicero, or of the No-
vum Organon of Lord Bacon. This latter exercise, like the lec-
tures of the college tutors in English universities, is accompanied
with a commentary on the part of the professor.

~ o~ o~ w o -z
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In the class of natural philosophy, the last in the under-gradoate
course, the/professorUlikewisel meets his students at two separste
hours every 'day. At the one, he gives.lectures on the elements of
matter and motion,—on mechanics, pneumatics, hydrostatics, op-
tics, and astronomy. It being understood that the students have
previously made some progress in mathematics, he applies demon-
strative reasoning to those parts of his subjects, which admit of it;
while, in other branches, he illustrates the laws and processes of
nature by a regular course of experiments carefully prepared, and
exhibited by means of a very expensive and ingenious apparatus,
enlarged from time to time, as the progress of the arts required.

But it is chiefly by following out a regular system of examina-
tions and exereises, that my respected colleagues, in these two de-
partments, render their labors available to the great object of aca-
demical instruction. Nor is there any part of the business of the
class more agreeable to the young men themselves; as a proof of
this, it deserves to be mentioned, that, besides the exercises which
are required from the whole class, there are not a few presented as
the fruits of voluntary study and exertion on the part of individuals.
The spirit of emulation and the desire of improvement, which are
thus excited, make the labor light and even pleasant. The student
has the pride of appearing before his master and his companions, in
the character of an author; and however incorrect or trivial his
performances may be, they afford him at least the means of regu-
lating thought,-—-of improving his reasoning and his style, and of
measurmg the progress which he makes under the training to which
his mind is subjected. In a word, the manifold advantages of this
system, both to teachers and puplls, can only be appreciated by
those who have had the experience of their happy effects ; and
that this practical method of philosophical instruction, is not more
generally adopted in our academical institutions, is only to be ac-
counted for, by the very familiar fact, that public functionaries are,
for the most part, more inclined to rest satisfied with merely follow-
ing out the line of duty which custom has prescribed, than to in-
quire very anxiously how their offices might be rendered more ef-
ficient for promoting the interests of the community.

I am not inclined to flatter myself with the expectation that any
material change, in the system now alluded to, will be adopted, in
consequence of any recommendation which is contdined in these
pagces. But every person deeply interested in the success of edu~
cation is entitled to expect, that whatever is candidly proposed, as
an improvement in the plan of conducting it, should receive, at
least, an impartial consideration. Nor is there any thing, I should
hope, in the constitution of colleges in the south, positively to pre-
clude all changes whatsocver, in the mode of applying the industry
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652 FREE SCHOOLS OF MASSACHUSETTS.

all the legislative inteference, which was deemed necessary fo
carry into effect the whole system. Indeed, laws were hardly
necessary, for such a purpose;ia/a community so deeply impressed
with the importance of the subject.

With such a system, and so executed, fcw could be found so un-
fortunate as not to have learned the rudiments of reading, spelling,
writing, and arithmetic. The standard of common education, at
the period of our history before the revolution, was probably not
very high. But it was much, to give to all such opportunities, as
enabled them to acquire knowledge sufficient to transact business
in the common concerns of life. It was by these means, limited
as they were, that a whole community were prepared to know their
rights, and to appreciate the free enjoyment of them. The free
schools, and the laws for their support, probably acted and re-act-
ed upon each other. The laws originating in those eslightened
minds, which could foresee and estimate their effects, raised the cha-
racter of the people, by the dissemination of knowledge, to such a
degree as enabled them to trace their happy condition to its true
source. And the intelligence and improved condition of the coun-
try, were the surest pledges, that a liberal construction would be
put upon the laws for the schools. During the strong excitement,
which prevailed, when the causes of the revolution were hasten-
ing on the crisis, the attention, which had been paid to the subject
of education, was, probably, for & time somewhat diverted. All.
altention and interest were absorbed by the momentous questions in
agitation, upon the result of which depended the existence of a na-
tion. But when the independence of the country was achieved,
and the Federal and State constitutions adopted, the public attention
was again turned to the system of free schools. The zeal with
which they were now patronised, and the liberality with which high-
er seminaries were founded, and endowed, evinced that a grateful
posterity were not unmindful of the treasure, which had been com-
mitted to their keeping..

The constitution of Massachusetts, adopted in 1780, recognises
the importance of education in the following words:

¢Wisdom and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffused generally
among the body of the people, being necessary for the preservation
of their rights and liberties; and as these depend on spreading the
opportunities'and advantages of education in the various parts of
the country, and among the different orders of the people, it shall
be the duty of Legislatures and Magistrates, in all future periods
of this Commonwealth, to cherish the interests of literature and the
sciences, and all seminaries of them; especially the University at
Cambridge, public schools, and grammar schools in the towns.’

With such a clause in the constitution, we should have anticipated
some legislative provisions for education, sooner than at the end of
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legislature to oblige Boston, for example, to make appropriations
for schools, is preposterous, when that city already expends upon
the education, of) its|children-and youth, nearly as much as the whole
remaining state. But during the series of years, while the gram-
mar schools have been neglected, the friends of the free schools
have had an appeal to those liberal and enlightened minds, which
could better foresee the happy effects of a different policy. And
this appeal has never been made in vain. Whenever the public
interest in schools has declined or been diverted, by the various
necessities, which press upon a people, in a comparatively new
country, it has soon been roused-again, and stimulated in the pro-
per direction. If appropriations have not been so liberal as might
be wished, those have always been found, who would encourage
the cause by endowments for schools of a higher order. These
schools or academies, as they are more frequently called, have been
generally founded by individuals, and afterwards made corporations
with grants of land or money from the state authorities. They
have now hecome very numerous throughout New Eagland. Ia
Massachusetts, they are found in every county, and oftentimes
within ten or fiftcen miles of each other. They have generally
been made a class above the grammar schools., Here, young men
are prepared for teachers in the primary schools,—for mercantile
life,—or for the University. This class of schools is not entirely
free. The instructer is supported in part by the proceeds of funds,
which have arisen from private or public munficence; and in part
by a tax on each scholar. For the rich and those in easy circum-
stances, these schools answer the same, and probably a better pur-
pose, than the grammar schools, contemplated by the late law; but
they are out of the reach of the poor.

If we compare the encouragement afforded to schools and semi-
naries of learning, by the pilgrims of Plymouth and New England,
with their resources; and then in connexion compare the encour-
agement afforded them at the present day, with our resources; we
shall be astonished and disgusted with our niggardly and parsimo-
nious policy. We seem to rely entirely upon the liberality and
munificence of individuals to redeem our degeneracy in this respect.
‘What would our ancestors have thought of their posterity, those an-
cestors, who nearly two hundred years since, amidst all the embar-
rasments of a new settlement, provided by law for the support of
grammar schools in all torwns of one hundred families, ¢ the master thereof
being able to instruct youth so far as they may be fitted for the Universi-
ly7' or what would our fathers have thought of their children,
those fathers who, in 1780, enjomed it in their constilution, upon
“the Legislatures and Mrmlrales, in all future periods of this Common-
wealth, to cherish the inlercsis of lilerature and the sciences, and all se-
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some of these schools, have possessed all the advantage ol the
grammar schools, intended by the law. The existence of the law,
therelore, even with so very ineflicient an execution of it, has had
the direct tendency to improve the condition of those schools, in .
which grammar masters have been employed; and an indirect in-
Huence on the other schools, by better qualifying those who have
and will commence tcachers, with no advantages above those af-
forded in the common schools.

The repeal of the law obviates the necessity of the evasion, which
I have described as operating so favorably upon the primary schools.
And as the qualitications of the instructers are diminished, the cha-
racter of the schools must decline. ‘T'o this, probably, all will
readily assent. But it may, perhaps, be said, the qualifications of
the iustructers arc as high, for all practical and useful purposes, s
they were under the former law, as it was exccuted. In the first
place it is not fuir or jnst to reazon froin the law as it was creculid,
rather than as it should hare been executed.  In the next place, al-
lowing ourselves so to reason, we shall nct I believe, arrive at the
samnc result. The qualifications of the grammar schoolmasters, were,
that they should be ¢of good mnorals, well instructed in the Latin,
Grerk and English languages.” This class of schonls is now abol-
ished, and ¢ Geography’ is added to the former qualitications of the
teachers of primary schools. Allowing the two clusses of schools to
have been perfectly amalgamated, which is a great concession in
point of fact, as well as acknowledging a great perversion of the law;
we have dispensed with Latin and Greck, and require Geography
in their stead. 1 have no desire to lessen the estimation, in which
geography is held as a study peculiarly adapted to our primary
schools. And I am ready to concede, that probably ten will wish to
study geography, where one would wish to study Latin and Greck.
Now, if an instructer; who is qualitied to teach Latin and Greck,
could nat by any possibility be qualificd, at the same time, to teach
Geography, and all the minor studies of our schools, 1 should con-
sider myscll as having conceded the whole argument.  But this ix
not the fact. These qualifications are so far from being incomn-
patible, that they gencrally exist in a superior degree in connexion
with each other. The connexion to be sure, is not so essential,
that a man may not be a very good teacher of Latin and Greek,
and still know very little of any thing else. Still as the studics are
arranged in all our schools, academies, and colleges, where young
men are preparcd for teachers, all the clementary studies, including
geography, ure generally taught before the languages.  Se that by
adding them to the qualifications, evea if it were never required of
the instructers to tecach them, we ensure more mature and accom-
plished scholars in those branches, which are more frequently and
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rectly and cfliciently educating the whole mass of the people, the
academies may be leit out of calculation. For not onc in twenty,
if one in lifty, throughout the state, will ever find their way to any
of them.

Qualifications of Teachers.

Much as all are disposed to attribute to the free schools, and
zealeusly as some, and probably a majority of the community,
would advocate a more liberal provision for them, it is very far
from certain, that they produce all the good of which they are ca-
puble, even with their present means.  Nay, it is certain they do
not. And it is much to be lamented, that means comparatively
ample, and afforded by a community so decply interested in their
appropriation, should be mizapplied, or fuil of their happiest efiect.
The sketch thus far given, relates mercly to the provisions of gov-
cermnent, and the external organization of the system.  And here,
almost all notices of’ the subjeet, il it has been noticed at all, have
rested. But, the internal organisation, including the: government
and instruction, will present quite as interesting a view of the
fubject. A few remarks, therefore, upon the defeets of the schools,
and suggestions for improvement, will appropriately follow.

Two principul causes have operated from the first establishment
of the free schools, to impair and pervert their influence: Incom-
petent instructers, and bad school books. It is not a little sur-
prising, that a public so deeply impressed with the importance
of the system of schoolx, and so resolved to carry it into full ope-
ration, by liberal appropriations, should stop short of their pur-
pose, and stop precisely at that point, where the greatest attention
and vigilauce were essential, to give cfficacy to the whole. 1 do
not mean that much good has not been realised; on the contrary,
ax has been repeatedly remarked, the success of the free school
system is just cause of congratulation; but I mean, that their in-
fluence has not been the greatest and the best, which the same
means, under better management, might produce.

The employment of incompetent and inexperienced instructers
has probably arizen more from the peculiar situation of the coun-
try, than from any negligenee or indifference on the subject.  So
many opportunitics are open for industrious enterprise, that it has
always heen diflieult to induce men to become permanend teachers,
Thix evily although a serious one, is one, which cannot at present
be removed; but its bad eflects may be more qualified, by raising
the character and acquirements of instructera to a higher standard.
The whole business of instruction, with very few exceptions, has
hitherto heen performed by those, who have felt little interest in
the subject, beyond the immediate pecuniary compensation stipu-
lated for their services,  And cven that has been too inconsider-
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able, to render a want of success in the employment, a subject of
much regret. . This remark -applies to almost all instructers from
the primary schools up to the higher schools; and it has no very
remote bearing even upon some of the instructers in our colleges.
Three classes of men have furnished the whole body of instructers.
1st. Those who have undertaken to teach, who had no better rea-
son for it, than that the employment is easier, and perhaps a little
more profitable, than labor. No doubt many execellent instructers
belong to this class. A college education is by no means esseatial
to a good teacher of a primary school. But it must be confessed,

that many of this class have been most lamentably deficient in

those literary qualifications, which are essential to any instructer;

and perhaps, still more deficient in their notions of decency and
propricty, which never approach to refinement in manners. In the
same degree, the schools may be made a most efficient instrument
for improving and elevating the state of society when under the

direction of men, who have thcmselves been properly tanght, they

may be the means of disseminating or perpetuating grossness in

manners, and vulgarity, when under the direction of different char-

acters.

2. A second class are those who are acquiring, or have attained
a public education; and who assume the business of instruction as
a temporary employment, cither to afford a pecuniary emeolument
for the relief of immediate nccessities, or to give themselves time
to deliberate and choose some more agrecable and profitable pro-
fession, This is, probably, the most useful class of instructers;
although their usefulness is much impaired by a want of experience
and engagedness in the business. The thought that the employ-
ment is temporary, and that their ultimate success in life is not
much affected by their success as teachers, cannot fail to weaken
the motives to exertion, and discourage the sacrifices necessary to
the successful tcacher. The duties of the instructer are so ardu-
ous, under the most favorable circumstances, that he needs all the
motives to perseverance, which exclusive devotion to the business,
or self-interest can suggest. His prospects of happiness, and re-
spectability in life, therefore, should be more identified with his
success as a teacher.

3. The third class is compoesed of those, who from, conscious
weakness, despair of success in any other profession, or who have
been mnore thoroughly convinced by unfortunate experimeat, that
they cannot attain distinction, perhaps even subsistence, by any
other means. There may no doubt be found individuals among
this class, who are rcspectable and useful instructcrs. But as a
class, they are the most exceptionable. of the three. To develope
the powers of the human mind, in the most success{ul manner, re-
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quires a discrimination and judgement, which, it seldom falls to the
lot of men of indifferent talents, to possess. In the science of in-
struction, there is full scope for the best talents, and the largest
acquirements. All the elevated qualities, either of mind or heart,
which are necessary to ensure swccess in any of the professions,
are essential to the accomplished instructer. And some qualities
are required, which are not so important in any other protession.
How can he hope to arrange and adapt the studies of a child, so
as to call forth and strengthen the different powers of the mind,
in their natural order, and in the most successful manner, who is
not capable of enumerating those powers; much less of analysing
them and understanding their mutual relations, and dependencies.
Such, however, is the present condition of our country, so numer~
ous are the demands for instructers in the primary and higher
schools, and so various are the private inferests, which will be felt
in the selection of them, that it is, probably, too much to expect all
to have the discrimination necessary, in order to become accurate
and original observers of the phenomena of the youthful mind.
But we have much to hope from those, who can better appreciate
the importance of a correot system of instruction,—for the encour-
agement of individuals,~—and the patronage of those large towns,
which carry education to its greatest perfection. It is to thesc
sources, we must look for the first examples in improvement.
There is no science, which is so difficult to he reduced to gen-
eral principles, as that of education,—none where the faithful and
patient induction of large experience is so essential. Although
there undoubtedly are some general rules, to which the inexpe-
rienced instructer may be referred for direction, yet these are
much fewer than is generally imagined. Every mind, especially in
its early developement, presents exceptions and qualifications to
almost every general rule, which can be adopted. So various and
multiform are the phenomena of the youthful mind, so intimate the
connexion, and so strong the mutual influence, of the powers of
the mind, and the affections of the heart, and 8o fleeting and evan- -
escent is the nature of the evidence, by which all these must be
detected and classified, that he must be skiiful, indeed, who pre-
sumes to offer any thing like a complete analysis. This is not now
to be attempted. But from this view of the subject, it would seem,
the skill of the instructer is evinced, much more in his ability to de-
tect minute differences, and to call forth those tender and fecble
powers, the evidence of which is so faint, as to admit a doubt of their
very existence, than in his force to drive on the ¢system of things,’
which has been established for ages. It iz as preposterouvs to re-
duce the infinite variety cf young mindsto preciscly the same disci-
pline, calculating upon the same resiit, ns it wonld be, to hope to
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tions are indulged of the sanction of the legislative authority.—
Perhaps the proposition for an agricultural seminary, now under
the consideration of our own legislature, may be so modified as to
embrace also this great object.* Its accomplishment in some way,
is distinctly called for by the wants of the public, and would reflect
distinguished honor on the government, which should effect it.

We must not forget the greatness of the responsibility, which
rests on us, as-the descendgats of the pilgrims.

We must not forget, that the cause of education is the cause
of our children, of our country, of humanity; and that its inter-
ests are closely interwoven with all the dearest sympathies of the
present life, and with our services and enjoyments in the future
world. .

ACCOUNT OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES,

[The subject of this article is so intimately connected with the
improvement of education, that no apology can be deemed feces-
sary for its introduction in our pages. There is perhaps no topic
so important to public welfare, on which the public mind is so
much in need of information. Many of the most liberal endow-
ments in this department continue to be made at random, under
the general impression of doing a good deed, without a deiinite
reference to any branch of knowledge, or to the best means of
achieving a given result in the way of promoting improvement.

It would be a circumstance most auspicious to the interests of
literature and science, if men of wealth could be brought to per-
ceive that ten or twenty thousand dollars devoted to the founding
of a given department in a library, will confer an immeasurably
greater benefit than the same sum bequeathed for the endowment
of a professorship. In the one case, the means of instruction are
furnished both to the students and their teachers; and in all proba-
bility, accomplished instructers will spring up in the midst of such
advantages, and their own zeal and merit will insure their support;
in the other case. a salary is held up as an object to be grasped
at ; but there is no assurance whatever afforded of the qualifica-
tions of him who shall succeed in obtaining the office. We speak

® Governor Lincoln®s ideas on this subject have been alrcady presented to our
readers in an extract from his Message ; and there are other favorable circum-
stances, of which it would be premature to speak at present; but which furnish
mm for well grounded expectations of the speedy establishment of a seminary
teachers in Massachusctts.
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sists the difference which may be found between the old and the
new method of education?

143. What, are the; improvements or the changes intreduced,
within ten years, in secondary education?

144. What are the inconveniencies which may be pointed out in
the system actually followed; or what are the essential advantages
which appear to result from it?

145. Of what reformation and improvement does it seem suscep-
tible?

146. What are the most approved works on secondary education;
or rather what are those which parents, teachers, and professors,
are most in the habit of consulting?

|

SUGGESTIONS TO PARENTS.
Moral and Religious Education.

[These suggestions have hitherto embraced an article in each
of the leading departments of education. Physical training, there-
fore would naturally be the subject of remark in our present num-
ber; if physical, moral, and intellectual culture, were to be attended
to in rotation. This order, however, is not indispensable; and
the vast importance of moral cultivation, would, at all events, jus-
tify us in postponing an article on any other.branch.

Instead of a regular essay on our present subject, we would
offer to the attention of parents, and of mothers especially, the fol-
lowing important queries from the valuable pamphlet of Jullien,
from which the preceding article is translated. They will be found,
we think, better adapted to excite direct and deep attention, than
the most laborious or elegant composition of a more formal and
didactic character. These paragraphs will be read with much
greater intercst, after reperusing pages 481 and 482,—No 8, of
this Journal. )

67. WHAT is there deserving of notice in the moral and religious
instruction given, whether in school or at home, to children at the
age of from nine or ten to sixteen? In what does this instruction
consist?

68. What pains are taken to give children just ideas of their
duties towards their equals, of their obligations to society, of the
opinion which man may form of the deity, of the manner in which
we may and ought to honor him?

69. Are children accustomed to say their prayers, regularly,
morning and evening?

| ———— ——— —
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it from degenerating into weakness?—Have they often presented
to them the unhappy victims of human injustice,—the subjects of
misiortune,—the sick in the hospitals,—the unfortunate parests of
a numerous' family ‘which they can hardly support by their labor,—
working people reduced by the fatigues of excessive exertion,—
innocence oppressed,—merit persecuted or despised,—old age,
infirm, indigent, abandoned? (What good influence on the devel-
opement of the heart and of moral instruction, is drawn from visits
to the habitations of the poor, to workshops, hospitals, prisons?

81. How is avarice in children prevented, or how corrected?)

82, Do perents bestow charity through the hands of their chil-
dren—Or do they furnish them occasions of doing beneficent acts?

83. How are children induced to be generous without osteata-
tion? How are they accustomed to the exercise of gratitude?
(Are they made to perceive how disgusting and shameful a vice
ingratitude is?)

84. How are children taught to respect the property of others,
and to conceive an aversion for theft?

85. How are they encouraged to speak the truth,—how pen-
etrated with a holy abhorrence of lying?

26. How are they inspired with a contempt for envy, raillery,
detraction, and pride?

87. How is the tendency to idleness corrected or eradicated ?—
What success is obtained in getting them to love labor?

. 88. How are they taught to be moderate in pleasures, and pa-
tient in pain?

89. What is the internal re’gime of secondary schools’—Is the
discipline mild and paternal, or harsh and severe?

90. What faults arc most common; and what kinds of punish-
ment is it customary to infiict on children, according to the nature
of the fault and of circumstances? What moral effect do these
chastisements seem to produce?

91. Are pains taken to remove vices, prejudices, foibles,—to
moderate and direct the passions,—to awaken moral sentiments,—
to form habits,—to cultivate conscience ard reason ?—Is use made
in this view of all the means suggested by the daily circumstances
of life, which might conduct to the desired end?

98. Are children early trained to the exercise of thought and
reason, applied to the direction and examination of their conduct,
in gsuch a menner that when they shall have come to youth and
mature age, they may easily do without an external guide, in what-
ever concerns them, and trust themselves to their own judgement? -

99. Does instruction produce a harmonious developement of the
soul, under the influence of a moral and religious conviction, internal
and deep, which constitutes conscience,—of solidity of principles

— —————— ——— ——
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tions. Those who wish for more information in regard to them
way consult the author referred to under adverbs.
Conjunétions.

¢ Conjunctions are chiefly used to connect sentences or words.’

Conjunctions then, we suppose, conntect sentences as prepositions
do, but show no ¢relation between them.’

We are really puzzled to know in what this conneclion consists.
In the case of prepositions, no connection of mere words or senti-
ments was expressed; and no sooner are we told that conjunctions
connect, than we are told that they are divided into two sorts, cop-
ulative (that is connecting) and disjunctive (that is separating.)

The word and is the verb add, and add may always be substitut-
ed for it; thus, two and two are four, two add two are four. Hence
Murray does well to give as an example of copulative conjunc-
tions ¢ He and his brother reside in London.” His other examples
are,

<1 will go if he will accompany me.’

¢You are happy because you are good.’

If is the verb give (or grant) which was formerly spelled gif; and
the sentence means ¢ grant he will accompany me, I will go.’

Be-cause means the cause be or is (for be was once used where
we now use is.) The sentence would then be, ¢ You are happy, the
cause is you are good:’

But, independent of the meaning of the words if and because, we
need only transpose them to show that the connecting or discon-
necting of sentences is no part of their business; for put the first
clause of the sentence last, and the conjunction ceases to connect,
thus,

¢ If he will accompany me, I will go.’

¢ Because you are good, you are happy.’

¢The conjunction disjunctive (happy contradiction) serves not
enly to connect and continue the sentence (as the copulative did)
but also to express opposition of meaning in different degrees.” Of
course this means that copulative conjunctions do not express oppo-
sition of meaning. The examples are,

Though he was frequently reproved, yet he did not reform.

They came with her but went away without her.

Let us substitute a copulative for these disjunctives.

He was frequently reproved, and he did not reform.

If he was frequently reproved, yet he did not reform.

They came with her and went away without her.

Yet is entirely unnecesffry after though. Tt is another spelling of
the word get; and thoughis a verb, meaning precisely the same as if,
Viz. grant or give.
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RETROSPECT.

PROGRESS OF EDUCATION DURING THE YRAR 1826.

BEPoORE entering on the preparation of another volume, it may not be improper
to review the ground over which we bave passed, within the Jast twelve months.
From such a retrospect much encouragement may be afforded to minds interest-
ed in the progress of improvemeat, and useful jnstruction may be derived for the
guidance of our own future efforts, in the undertaking on which we have entered.

Maoy facts bighly important to the interests of education have been developed
by the attemopt to establish a periodical devoted exclusively to the subject; and
not the least important among these is this, that the public mind seems fully pre-
pared for the existence of such a work as the Journal. Many doubts were en-
tertained on this point, by sincere friends to our undertaking. These may now
be considered as fairly set at rest.—It is merely to state a fact of some con-
sequence when taken in counection with the progress of public sentiment on
the subject of education, that we mention the unexpected extent of the pat-
rooage which the Journal has received. If the subscription list of a periodical
may be taken as a safe test of estimation, the reception of this work, duriog its
first year, will appear more cordial than thatof any wbich has bitherto laid
claim to the patrooage of the community.—The approbation with which our
imperfect endeavors bave been received, it would be ungrateful to pass without
our best ackoowiedgements.

In this review of our progress, our chief object is to retrace the more important
circumstances which have been developed in our successive numbers. Before
entering, bowever, onsuch a review, it may be worth while to revert to the early
stage of our work and the objects then proposed to our readers. The leading
aim at the outset of the Journal was the collection of facts. A success com-
mensurate to reasonable expectation?, has, we trust, been attuined in this depart-
ment. At all events no pains have been spared to obtain an extensive range of
useful and practical information of the existing condition of education, at home
and abroad. An anxiety to do adequate justice to the sources whence our iotel-
ligence was derived, may, with other causes, bave occasionally led us into toe
copious deteil; and in this respect we hope to improve the practical character of
the Journal, by a more strict selection of matter, 50 as to present whatever is pure-
1y and indisputably good, and omit whatever we are satisfied is not fully adupted
to promote the progress of improvement.—The mass of matter, too, which bas
accumulated to an unforeseen amount, makes condensation, as well as rigid selec-
tioo, an urgent duty.

. ‘The second aim of the Journal, was the diffusion of jusf and adequale views of
education. Some essential aid, it is hoped, bas been rendered to this object.

Our endeavor has been to exhibit the whole subject, as much as possible, in its
relations and dependences. Physical culture has been inculcated as the basis of
all-education ; and we have been more full and more urgent on this head, from the
previous neglect of it, which was prevalent ; snd we do not hesitate to express our
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be, the priacipal business of the instructer ; and teachers are not so much die-
posed to be the tame servants of their books, but are makiog use of them more
as mere instruments put iato their hands to aid them in effecting their objects.
That all these features of) improvement are visible in many schools, it is unneces-
sary to remind those of our readers who have peruted the intelligence contained in
the successive numbers of the Jouraal.

The attention of school committees, as well as teachers, is becoming more de-
cidedly directed to tbe character of instruction ; and in several counties and towns
in New-England, there has been a thorough reformation effected within a few
months. To aid this spirit of improvement will in our future numbers. be a more
distinct ohject of our endeavors than heretofc Nothing can be more important
to this country than the advancing of common education to that pitch which
American inttitutions demand, and which they so much favor.

In close connection with the last nentioned topic is the formation of schonls and
seminaries for teachers. ‘This is the most effective as well as the most expeditivus
method of improving education in any of its departments, and especially in tbat
where many teachers stand so much in need of being taught—as is too much the
case with instructers in district schools, i’ not-in others. On the subject of the
training of teachers we have not, we trust, been deficient in the proportion of mat-
ter. But our future efforts will we hope receive a more distinct character, from the
establishment of a seminary for this purpose in our own state. The principles and
practice adopted in this institution may he rendered highly serviceable to the busi-
ness of instruction, throughout the country. They will be fully stated as soon as
the comnmencement of its operations shall furnish opportunity.

During the past year, the preparing of instructers for the duties of their office
has been a prominent object of public atfention. Much is now doing towards
this ohject in various quarters. In New-York, a model school has been instituted
for the training of teachers in the details of the monitorial method. In the prac-
tice of instruction much good may thus be effected. Efficiency and skill in the
management of a school are important qualifications ip an instructer. More
than this, however, is needed : enlarged views of the whole subject of education—
an acquaintance with the inind and its habits—elevated ideas of the office of in-
struction—a wide range of useful knowledge—high intellectual character—a
pleasure in instructing--and a perfect facility in impartiog knowledge—are eseential
to the qualifications of any instructer. The highest range of human accomplish-
meant should be that which is possessed by the teachers of youth ; and it is by ele-
vating the requisite standard of improvement in the office of instruction, that regu-
lar and extensive and permanent results are to be obtained, in the melioration of
the coadition of society,~—more especially in such a form of society as ours,
where the general diffusion of intelligence is so peculiarly connected with the af-
fairs of the state, and where education it naturally the great organ of general good.

It is an object well deserving the express attention of the legislature of every
state io the Union, that the training of youth for the high and responsible office of
instructers, should not be left to hazard, or to the presumption of personal zeal and
application. Iostruction should, in this country, wear an aspect decidedly nation-
al and peculiar. It should, io a word, be a model for the efforts of the rising na-
tiops which are treading in our own political footsteps, and which are desirous of
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benefits of collegiate education to those who might otherwise have passed their
lives in the ignorance and degradation of their ancestors.

That our intelligence of this kind has not been more full in our first volome, has
not been owing to peglectsi The exteat of this department, and the muliitude of
interesting facts which it presents, made a systematic arrangement peculiarly de-
sirable ; while at the same time, considerable research was indispensable, in some
cases, to procure exact information. A report embracing the leading facts in this
department, will, we hope, be prepared in season for an early number of our next
volume,

In this, as well as in other sphercs of humas impravement, it is gratifying to
observe education recognised as the surest and most successful instrument of ef-
fecting good, and as that which, though others may occasionally be more rapid
and striking, seems to be the destined method of elevating the human race to a
character generally if not universally—marked by whatever is pare, noble, amia-
ble, or happy.

Sunday schools—another fruit of christian philanthropy-—are advancing with
iocreased rapidity in the melioration of society.

The number of schools of this description is immense. Their beucfits are in-
valuable to all classes. To the illiterate and the neglected they furnish instroc-
tion and counsel, without which the young must unavoidably grow up in the ac-
cumulation of evil habits and misery, if oot of crimes and punishment. To the
better tsught they aid the domestic department of their education, and provide
them with larger advantages for religious and moral improvewment.

The condition of these schools is not a little interesting to persons who take
a pleasure in observing the progress of improvement in education. A simple, fa-
miliar, and explanatory style is gainiug ground in the manoer of imparting wstrac-
tion. The Sunday School Union of this country, an institution of great extent,
und which is effecting much in this department, gives a decided prefereace to this
method, which cannut fail to introduce it widely in American Suodsy schools.—
This is, we think, a point of great importance in connection with the develope-
ment of the mind, and the formation of character. It is of the highest moment
that while intelligible and natural instruction is becoming more and more prevalent
in ordinary schools, religious and moral impressions should not be left to depend on
mechanical acts of learning and saying by rote what is not rendered accessible
to the understanding, or interesting and impressive to the heart.

One feature in the character of recent improvement is the vast superiority of
current school books. The plan and design of such works are, to a much greater
extent thay heretofore, accommodated to the juvenile mind. A systematic and
strictly scientific arrangement are‘sacrificed to one which is intelligible and prac-
tical. The order of the mind in its natural progress is consulted in preference to
that of the subject abstractly considered. The formation of mental habits is re-
garded, and the discipline which every ecience and every book may be made to
administer, is becoming a matter of more distinct attention. These improvements
are conspicuous in books prepared for the earliest stages of education.

Among works of this character it is hardly necessary to mention Colburn®
treatises on arithmetic, which are now in use in most achools where the teachers
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vences. He thus redeems a large portion of time for other branches of stady,
and for useful accomplishments.

In the first stages of elementary education, much has been dane of late to fa-
cilitate instruction by the ase)of| & sizopler method of teaching the art of reading-
The system of Fultos and Knight, which is now so prevalent in Scothand and in
England, and which cerresponds exactly to that recommended by the Edge-
worths,—is an invaluable expedieat for saving time and labor, and at the same
time furnishing the most thorough disciplice. Greater improvemeats, bowever,
are now making in this departmeat. The most valuable of these is fully exem-
plifed in Worcester’s Primer, in which the leading feature of the plan is to let
children become acquaiated with words as they do with all other ocular objects,
pot piecemeal, not letter by letter, but at ooce and in the aggregate ; the syn-
thetic process preceding the analytic, as it naturally does. The latter method
will be found still more speedy and efficacious than the other. Our future num-
bers will furnish specimens of imstruction on this plan.

The year which has elapsed since the commencement of the Journal, has fur-
nished some valuable contributions to the improvement of education, in the in-
creasing number of reading books, designed for the diffusion of usefal knowliedge
or of literary taste. It is a circumstance higbly propitious to the intellectual and
moral character of the young, that the books which they are daily perusing, and
which necessarily leave deep impressions on the memory, are acquiring an aspect
so friendly to their best interests. Several useful works of this kind, in varioas
departments, have been brought forward in our notices; and in thus recommend-
ing them, we bave not, we trust, proposed an unnecessary addition to the expenses
of education. Io schools where it is not advisable to introduce such works gener-
ally among the scholars, a siogle copy of each book,—passed, as it is read, from
hand to bhand, and introduced in the way of reward or recreation to proper class-
es,—may leave lasting and useful impressions on the minds of youth. The dis~
semination of intelligence and the general improveinent of society, may thus be
silently but effectually promoted to ap indefinite exteat.

The limits to which we are now restricted, %ill not permit us to indulge in a
wider survey of our present subject ; and we have but little space left in which to
say anythiog of the future direction and characler of our own efforis.

We may say, briefly, that the demands of improvement, as well as a persona
conviction of duty, will lead us to reserve our pages more strictly for the admis-
sion of such matter as seems best adapted to promote practical reformation ia
instruction. We shall thus, we trust, render the Journal more valuable to parents
and instructers who are desirous of using it as an assistant in their exertions for
the expanding minds committed to their charge, and more serviceable to the
views of school committees who are disposed to furnish the teachers whom they
employ, with such aid as may be derived from our pages.

In casting a glance forward on the probable progress of another year, we mest
look to the support of those clasees of the community that have just been mention-
ed, as most interested in our excrtions. We feel called on to particularise an-
other class of readers who may render effectual assistance not merely to our la-
bors, but to the advancement of society—we mean the clergy ; who may natur-
ally be expected to take a deeper concern in the affairs of intellectual and moral
improvement, than any other body of men.

e
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Their aid has, indeed, to a considerable extent, been cheerfully afforded hitherto.
But mere, perhaps, might yet be done, by the pulpit being oftener employed for
the purpose of urging the duty of general exertion for the improvement of educa-
tion. Something 'might thus’be effected more worthy of the example of our an-
cestors, and the interests of our country,—eomething more directly conducive to
the advancing melioration of our race. '

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

TeE unusual labor necessarily demanded by the preparation of
the closing number of this volume, has put it out of our power to
furnish our usual notices of school and juvenile books.

Among the works which claimed particular attention we can
only hastily mention the annual supply of juvenile publications for
the season, furnished by Messrs. Munroe & Francis, of this city.—
Their selections for the present year seem peculiarly happy in
many particulars which will be mentioned more at length in next
number.

In the same department have been received an interesting se-
lection from works published by Messrs. Wood and Son, New
York.

Similar publications, embracing the series of the American Sun-
day School Union, have also come to hand. Of these there are
many which we shall take an early opportunity of recommending
to our readers. :

The review of the Classical Reader will be given in our next;
also several notices which have been unavoidably postponed.
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Gov. Morrow's message Dec.
1825 ; Mutual instruction in
Hayti, Colombia and Greece;
College and school lands of
Indiana ; London professional
and commercial institution 3
183

London university ; 184
Education in the Highlands of
Scotland ; 184
Wesleyan academy, Wilbra-
ham, Mass. ; 186
Geneva college, New-York;
Proceedings of Congress on
Education ; 187 °
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Intelligence—(continued.)
Mercantile libraries in the Unit-
ed States; 188

Edinburgh/university 247
Edinburgh asylum for the blind ;

248
Law school at Northampton,
Mass. ; 249

Gymnasium at Cambridge ; 250
Public schools in Pennsylvania;
251
Schools in Maine; 309
Transylvania university; 311
Influence of Infant Schools ; 313
Chbarity school, St. John's,
Southwark, London; 314
Webster's Dictionary ; 315
Loundon Gymnasium;
375, 430, 502, 625

Franklin Institute ; 376
Noyes' School, New-Hamp-

shire ; 378
Attention to Education: 379
Education in India ; 38t
Deaf and dumb; 432

Derby Academy, Mass. ; 432
Ontario Female Seminary ; 434
Practical Institution, Mass.; 434
Boston Gymnasium ; 436, 443,

701
Round Hill school, Northamp-
ton; 457

State of schools in Boston ; 439
Albany Lancaster School ; 440
Monitorial High School, Gen-

eseo, New-York ; 441
Connecticut common schools ;
441

British and Foreign School So-
ciety ; 4456
Mr. Emerson’s Female Semi-
nary ; 506
Mr. Thayer’s School, Boston :
508, 561

College in Philadelphia; 566
American Annual Register; 568
Juvenile Miscellany ; Map of

Boston ; 569

INDEX.

Intelligence—(continued.)
Abstract of Returns from the
School Committees of Massa-

chusetts : 570
Grammar School of Glasgow,
Scotland ; a7
American Sunday School Union;
626

Indian civilisation ; 628

Mechanics’ Institutions: 629
American Asylum for the deaf
and dumb ; 631
Sandwich Islands; Kosciusko
School ; 632
Physical culture and medical
admonition ; 633
Franklin High School, Phila-
delphia; Renssellaer School,
Troy, New-York ; 634
Col. Amoros® gymnastic schuol,
Paris ; 689
London Mecbanics® Institution ;
Education in Lower Canada ;
690
Education among the Haojten-
tots ; 691
Mexico; Colleges in the United
States ; 692
New-York central school ; 693
Education in Buenos Ayres;
122, 694
Columbian college, Distrigt of
Columbia ; 696
Gymnastic exercise for females;
698
Teachers of gymnastics; 699
Irving’s Address on the opening
of the New York High School
for girls; 270
Jullien’s questions on education ;
403, 481, 730, 734

L

Libraries; 667
M

Massachselts practical institution

proposed ; 86, 144

Mechanics’ Institutions ; 134
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Notices—(continued.)
Worcester’s Epitome of Geo
graphby, ;, Franklin Primer ;

638
Cobb’s Spelling Book ; 639
Juvenile Miscellany ; 640

Spafford’s Gazetteer of New-
York ; 702
Prize Book No. vi, of the Pub-
lic Latin School, Boston ; 703
Friendless Boy ; Little Susan

and her Lamb ; 704

P
Prospectus ; 1
Physical education ; 20

Partridge, (Capt.’s) Lecture; 395
Parents, suggestions 1o,

544, 601, 672, 734
Political view of education; 597
Professional education ; 705

Ravizws.

Mr. Greeowood’s sermon
before the Boston Female
Asylum; Wayland’s Duties
of an American citizen ; 42

Griscom’s Monitorial lns(ruc-

tion ;
Hale’s History of the Umled
States; 53

President Lindsley’s Inaugural
Address at Cumberland Col-

lege ; 106
Instructions in gymnastic ex-
ercise ; 116

INDEX.

Reviews—(continued. )
Londe’s Medical Gymnastics;

235

Gould’s Adam’s Latin Gram-
mar ; 239
Greek Grammars ; 293, 253

Alger’s Pronouncing Bible; 303
Strictures on Murray's Gram-

mar; 307. 425, 556. 739
Classical Literature in England ;
370, 409

Wilbur's Reference Bible; 423
President Humphrey's Ad-
dress ; 489
Remarks on Greek Grammars ;
496

Jardine’s Outlmes of Philoso-

phical Education ; 547, 609
Webster’s Chemistry ; 554
Moral cbaracters of Theophras-

623
Carler’s Lettersand Essays; 677
Frost’s Class Book ; 737

Retrospect. —Progress of Educa-
tion during the year 1826;

751

S
Scio College ; 81
School Fund for the several states;
220
Bociety of education; 485

School books, improvement of ;
718
U

University education,, 582, 641
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