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PREFACE.

»RHE following essay obtained the
A B Hare Prize in the University of
_"\ Cambridge, a prize founded in
1861 by the friends of the Ven. Archdeacon
Hare, “to testify their admiration for his
character, and the high sense they enter-
tained of his services to learning and
religion.” It is awarded once in every
four years to the graduate of not more
than ten years’ standing from his first
degree, who shall produce the best English
Dissertation on some subject taken from
Ancient Greek or Roman History, political
or literary, or from the History of Greek
or Roman Philosophy. - The subject pro-
posed by the Vice-Chancellor for the year
1873 was “The Theories and Practice of
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PREFACE. ix

the needs of a wider circle than that to
. which, under other circumstances, it might
" have seemed fitter to appeal. The autho-
rities used are in all cases referred to in
the margin. In dealing with Plato, I have
been deeply indebted to his two great
English exponents and critics. In other
cases I have drawn chiefly on the scholars
of Germany; but all references to classical
authors have been independently examined
and verified. Unfortunately, the admirable
sketch of the history of education among
the Greeks and Romans by the well-known
Danish scholar, J. L. Ussing (translated
into German by Friedrichsen. Altona, 1870),
and the copious collection of materials by
K. F. Hermann in his Privatalterthiimer
(2nd edition by Stark. Heidelberg, 1870),
did not reach me until I had written these
pages. References to them have here and
there been added in the course of revision.

OweNs COLLEGE, MANCHESTER,
October, 1873.
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CHAPTER L

INTRODUCTORY.—NATIONAL EDUCATION
’ IN SPARTA.

HE object of the present essay Osject of the
will be to set forth, so far as our .
extant authorities allow —ist,
the popular Greek conceptions
of the aims and methods of national edu-
cation; 2nd, the manner in which these
conceptions were carried into practical
effect, with their general results upon na-
tional life; and 3rd, the criticisms of the
popular ideas' and methods of education
passed by the great Greek thinkers of the
fourth century before our era, with the
substitutes suggested by them.

In attempting to deal with these ques- Limits of the
tions successively our attention will of =
necessity be lim.ited almost wholly tc

B
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EXPOSURE OF CHILDREN. 17

Taygetus, as thinking it neither for the
good of the child itself, nor for the public
interest, that it should be brought up if it
did not, from the very odtset, appear made
to be healthy and vigorous.” This fact
rests, I believe, only on the authority of
Plutarch, and some of the details are
probably inaccurate. For instance, the
allotment of one share of land stands or
falls with the theory of an equal distribu-
tion of property by Lycurgus, which Mr.
Grote has so brilliantly disproved : but the
general fact of the destruction of deformed
or weakly children may very well be true.*
Plato (Rep. vi. 460 B), and Aristotle
(Pol. iv. (vii.) 16, 15), both give their.
sanction to it; and it seems to have been
commonly allowed, if not approved, in
Hellas.t Some, however, have inter-
preted the ¢ putting away’ (éwéfeois) to mean

* Thirlwall does not doubt it, i. 372.

+ On the question how far the arbitrary exposure of chil-
dren was generally practised and approved there are some
valuable remarks by K. F. Hermann in ¢ Charikles,” ii.
§ (2nd edition). It is noteworthy that at Thebes (but
apparently there alone) it was expressly forbidden by law,
and provision was made by the State for the support of
those children whose parents were unable to keep them. Cp.
Aelian, Var, Hist. ii. 7, and Ussing, op. cit. p. 23.

C
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TRAINING OF BOYS. 19

amuse hjx little ones; and to a Dorian, if

not to a '>partan, the philosopher Archytas,

is ascribed the credit of the invention of

the rattle (mharayy,) “which they give to

children, in order that having the use of

this they may not break any of the things

in the house: for little creatures cannot ,

keep still.” At seven years of age boys Arist. Pol. v.
) (viii.) 6, 2.

were taken from their parents, and the

regular education (dywyy7) by the State com-

menced. Xenophon contrasts the custom state cduca-

of the other Greeks in this respect with mm'i

that of the Spartans; for while the

former, as soon as the children could

understand what was said to them, placed

them in charge of a slave called the

madaywyds, and sent them off with him to

schoolmasters, Lycurgus chose as their

master one of the most eminent of the

citizens, to whom he assigned the office ,

of wawdovépos. The boys-were divided into

bands called dyé\a, or in the Laconian

dialect Bodas, and over each of these was a

Bovdyop, chosen from the youths who were .

just entering manhood, who acted as the

captain of the band. All, rich and poor
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BOXING. 31

strength and courage.” It is a little per- Bl Plutarch,

plexing to find, in the face of Plutarch’ stc (5211 i. p.
434 Goodwin).

repeated statements that Lycurgus for-

bade boxing as an exercise,* that in

Plato (Protag. 342 B) the Laconizers in

the various Greek towns ‘“get their ears

battered in boxing,” in imitation of the

Spartans, “and bind the cestus round their

arms, and are devoted to gymnastics

and wear short cloaks, just as though it

were by means of these things that the

Lacedaemonians were masters of Greece.”

But, as in other passages where the

¢ Laconomania” is mentioned,} there is

no reference to gymnastics, it is possible

that Plato had in his eye certain individual

Laconizers whose zeal outstripped their

knowledge, and who were no more to be

taken as fair representatives of Spartan

customs, than some Anglomaniac devotees

of /e sport are to be considered as repro- Rep. Lac. iv.

ducing the field of the Pytchley or the 6

Quorn. The boxing of which Xenophon

# Plutarch, Lyc. 19. Reg. Apophth. 125. Lac. Apophth.
225 (Miiller, ii. 320).

1 Cp. Aristoph. Av. 1282 (with Kock’s note). Demosth.
in Con. 1267. Plut. Phoc. 10,
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THE SOPHISTS. 83

ical discovery of the highest order,"
at “the main substance of his con-
ns is as clear and certain as anything
kind can possibly be.” The general
rt of his views I take to be some-
a¥ as follows: that towards the middle
the fifth century before Christ, various
chers appeared in different parts of
'=ece, most of whom were, at some time
‘their hfe, “attracted to Athens as the
itre of the highest Hellenic life; that
y }udged the traditional system of
Elon to be imperfect in many ways,
pable of being supplemented by in-

stion of considerable value for practical

“that this instruction they professed
nselves able to give, and willing to
> for money; that in doing so some
their number took up with superficial
l dangerous views of truth which drew
»n them the unsparing hostility of men

2 Sokrates and Plato, while the way in

ich tﬁéy ran counter to popular pre-
ices, and above all the fact that they
eived pay for their teaching, exposed
m to the ill-will of the uneducated ; but

,

Their cha-
racter and
influence,
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190 EDUCATION AT ATHENS.

\The evils of license are great, but it may
be fairly doubted whether they are not
less in magnitude and permanence than
those which result from unnatural and
tyrannous restrictions. \ The rule of Sparta
was shorter and far more brutal than that
of Athens; her fall was greater, her ruin
more utter and irretrievable. -
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ALTERED VIEWS. 131

The same opinion is maintained in the g.;x;, oZ"
Laws explicitly. But in other points we 4utered views
find his views largely modified. There is o the Laws.
no distinct class of Guardians; their place
. is filled by a Nocturnal Council,* consisting
of the ten oldest “guardians of the laws”
and those of the citizens who had obtained
prizes for virtue, together with those who
had visited foreign countries (a privilege
rarely conceded), and an equal number
of “co-optative” juniors. This council is
asserted to require a special training, but
none such is provided for it: the attempt
which has been made in the Epinomis
(probably by Philippus of Opus: cp. Diog.

Laert. iii. 37) to supply the deficiency is
certainly not genuine.t But the most
important point of all, is that magistrates
are to be elected by the votes of all the

citizens capable of military service, the Laws, vi. 753.

¢ It is not easy to see from the text of Plato (Laws, xii.
961 A) how Mr. Jowett arrives at the number of twenty six
for this council.

+ Mr. Grote, I belieye, stands alone among modern
scholars in his attempt to defend it ; but his interpretation
of the words of Diogenes is to me quite untenable. Mr.
Jowett has no doubt upon the subject, Plato, iv. 485 and
172, Cp. Zeller, ii. 1. 321,
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CHAPTER 1IV.
ARISTOTLE ON EDUCATION.

[HE theories of Aristotle upon Piuace of edu-
. . cation in
education bear in many re- puris.

spects a striking resemblance
to those of Plato. He is wholly
at one with his master in regarding a well-
ordered education as the necessary basis
of the constitution of a State, and in attach-
ing the greatest importance to the influence
of music. Like Plato he regards education,
not as pertaining only to the period of
youth, but as a life-long task.* And he
would place it not less absolutely under
the control of the authorities. The supreme
good for man, and the ultimate object of
all his manifold endeavours, is happiness;

* This view is often incidentally given in the Politics, but
comes out most explicitly in Eth. Nic. x. 10.
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ORDER OF EDUCATION. - 139

tion of the desires and E@i_gixs; the third

and highest task is the developement of

the reason. But it must be borne in mind
throughout that the first two are not ends

in themselves, but only means to an end;

that the body is trained for the sake of

the soul, and the passibns for the sake of

the intellect. All the citizens are to share Education
the same education, whether they are to be common o all
rulers or subjects—and this will be deter-
mined by age rather than by anything else
—ifor all the members of the State are to
be made as good as possible. But he Pol. iv. (vii.)
by no means accepts the doctrine of Plato, *
insisted upon in the Republic, though
reasserted with much less emphasis in the

Laws, that the training of men and women ,
is to be identical. On the contrary, he lays 7z difer-

: . . . ences between
much stress on their essential differences, men and

and maintains that their virtues are far
from identical. While the slave has no Pol.i. 13,
will at all, and the child’s is immature, the |
woman’s is invalid (dxvpov), and waits for
the sanction of her lord (kjpios). So in the
case of moral excellences, we must admit

that all possess them, but they vary not
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AIMS OF EDUCATION. 143

quently their States have been in a healthy
condition so long as they have been engaged
in war; but they have been ruined by
peace, losing the temper (Bagvj) of their
spirit, because they have never been
educated to a proper use of leisure, In Pol. iv. (vii)
Aristotle’s time the decay of Sparta fur- 15 o
nished a striking proof of the inadequacy
of a merely military training for the life
of a nation ; and he does not fail to make
use of it to point his moral. Therefore, the
object of the legislator must be to inspire
those virtues which are best adapted to
secure a wise and happy enjoyment of
peace and leisure. Courage and endurance
are mainly needed for times of active duty ;
temperance and justice are also required
then, but still more in leisure and tran-
quillity, while philosophy is especially
appropriate to the latter comndition. To
produce these virtues we need the co-
operation of (1) the natural disposition,
(2) habits that become instinctive, and
(3) a right reason. The last is most im-
portant, but it is the last to appear in the
life of a child; its habits precede its
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REARING OF CHILDREN. 145

and if the population appears to be pressing
on the limits fixed by the constitution,
abortion is to be practised in the early
stages of the growth of the embryo.* Much
stress 'is laid upon the quality of the food
given to children when young, and Aristotle
appears to_approve of the mechanical ap-
pliances used, as he says, by some nations
to straighten their limbs. Until they are
five years of age they are not be set to,
any studies, nor to any compulsory work,
but activity of body is to be promoted by
proper amusements, and their frames are
to be hardened by exposure to cold. Dif-
fering here from the Spartan legislator
[see p. 20] Aristotle will not have them
forbidden to cry;t cundéoe yip mpos adénow ;

* This precept of Aristotle’s did not find universal accept-
atioh even in Greece. Cp. Stobaeus, 74, 61, and 75, I5
(quoted by Schomann Alterth. i. 112, note). But in Rome
there is no trace of any law against aborzio partus before
A.D. 200. Cicero (pro Cluent. 11, 32) has to go to Miletus
for an example of its punishment. Cp. Daremberg and
Saglio : Dict. Ant. p. 16.

1+ Congreve, on Pol. iv. (vil.) 17, 6, apparently takes
diaracec to refer to physical exertions generally; but it
must surely be here limited to ¢ shouts.” Cp. the use of
dvravapevog in Plat. Rep. 536 C; Ar. Nub. 968, les cris
et les pleurs,” St. Hilaire.

L
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EARLY TRAINING. 147

threshold of education proper, Aristotle Nature of
raises three questions: (1.) Ought there to Z;,if‘,m edu-
be any public authoritative system of edu-
cation? (2.) Ought it to be the same for
all? (3.) If so, in what should it consist?
The first two are easily answered from his
point of view; indeed the theories upon
which he has been building up the whole
of- his ideal of a State, will only allow
them to be answered in one way. For
in the Nicomachean Ethics (ii. 1.) he has
shown that a previous training from child-
hood up is needful for virtuous actions (in-
asmuch as virtue resides not in the act,
but in the moral state (&) from which it
springs); and in the tenth book: of the
same work (c. 10) he has shown that the
previous training can only, or at any rate
can best, be had through a system based
upon public authority. And this is not
only the case in the ideal State: it is even
more true in imperfect States like the
democratic or the oligarchic: for every
constitution requires for its stability that
the characters of the citizens should be in

harmony with it, and this can only be
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THE PURPOSE OF MUSIC. 153

have amusement when he is grown up;
for this could be better supplied by the
services of professional musicians. Nor
can it be pursued only for its effect on
the character. In that case, too, there
would be no need to learn it personally ;
and it is recognised that there is some-
thing servile (Bdvavoov) in a professional
study of music. Aristotle’s own opinion
is, that music may be considered at once
a means of education (radela), an amuse-
ment (radut), and a source of enjoyment
in life (Swywyq),*—“an ornament of life
in its highest form, when the man has
passed the restlessness of childhood, ever
in want of amusement; has passed the
struggles of youth and earlier manhood,
the period of learning, of discipline, of
formation of character; and has reached
the settled state of life and mature man-
hood, to be spent not in business or in
war, but as a period of rest and peaceful

* The distinction between wadid and diaywyn appears to
be that the former is rather ¢ childish games,” the latter
¢ rational relaxation ’’ [cp. v. §, 10, and Congreve on v. 3, 6].
Liddell and Scott appear to be somewhat misleading. See
Zeller, ii. 2, 577, 5.



www.libtool.com.cn



THE STUDY OF MUSIC. 155

flourishes (r& favpdow xal weprrd Tév Zpywv)
which were coming into fashion in Aris-
totle’s time. The flute was to be rejected, S(f-silgl:nann
as an immoral instrument, unduly exciting, 3’1‘;30‘1;1-6216,
and contributing nothing to real education tsi;:;:h'(ﬁtm’
(Pol. v. 7, 14). Then he proceeds to dis- ed. Elmsl.),
. and Cic. pro

cuss the rhythms to be permitted: the Mur. § 29.
moral modes alone are to be employed for
study, though the more animated and pas-
sionate ones may be allowed in concerts,
where the audience only listen, without
taking any part themselves. A decided
preference is expressed for the Dorian
mode, and Plato is censured for having
in his Republic allowed the Phrygian
alone to remain by the side of the Dorian
at the same time that he proscribed the
music of the flute, which is particularly
appropriate to it. A greater variety should
be admitted, in view of the different pur-
poses to which music is applied. Only
three requisites are always to be kept in
mind—the absence of excess (6 péoov), the
limits of what is practicable (76 Swardv),
and propriety (5 mpérov).

Here Aristotle breaks off his formal
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HIS VIEWS INCOMPLETE. 157

‘ratione Animalium,” and robbed us of the Zeller, ii. 2,
ToAréiae, has, it is to be feared, deprived Zi,e;;e(ii:]ichen
us of what would have been an invaluable Politeien.”
criticism on the educational uses of litera-
ture, and the means of developing the
higher intellectual powers. And even in
the case of his Poetics, from which we
might have expected to draw some matter
for our present purpose, we find on the
one hand much that is undoubtedly spu-
rious intermixed, and on the other hand
we have a singular incompleteness of
treatment, which leaves some of the most
important aspects of his subject wholly
untouched. It can only be considered as
a fragmentary and largely interpolated
collection of isolated extracts from Aris-
totle’s original work. The general ends to gy, ii. 2,
which he would have directed his training 77’ "'
may be gathered to some extent from the

Sixth Book of the [Nicomachean] Ethics,
where he treats of the intellectual virtues.

But here again we must notice, first, that

the Aristotelian authorship of this book

is more than doubtful. Sir A. Grant has
shown, I think almost to demonstration,
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THEEUDEMIAN ETHICS. 159

three parts of his nature. Action results
from the synthesis of desire and the prac-
tical or calculative reason, when that
which is affirmed or desired by the latter
is pursued or avoided by the former.
Then again it is shown that truth, of
whatever kind, is attained only by five
organs of the mind (ols d\nfeder % Yuxh)-
These are art (réxm), science (érwrmijun),
wisdom (¢pérois), philosophy (co¢ia), rea-
son (vois): the first is the acquisition of
truth, wetk a view fo production; the second
covers the results of syllogistic reasoning ;
the third is right knowledge, witk a wview
lo action ; the fifth is the organ or mode
whereby we arrive at principles ; and the
fourth is higher than all the others, and
.comprehends both wisdom and reason, the
knowledge of particulars and the grasp
of principles. The three great divisions
of human science—~feokoyw, pabmporuci, and
¢vouwij—are but branches of this all-em-
bracing cogia. In this classification it is
evident that the various sections are not
co-ordinate; and it seems very possible
that Eudemus comprehended but imper-
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INDICATION OF HIS VIEWS. 161

at least for the most advanced students,
- by the addition of a far more scientifie
rhetoric, and an all but wholly new logic,
by a wide acquaintance with natural sci-
- ence, and a universal application of the
historical method of research, may be
argued fairly from the contents of his
published works ; but what in his opinion
should be the order of their study, and
what the extent to which they should be
pursued by various classes of the com-
munity, must always remain uncertain.
It is only clear, from the well-known ex-
pression that young men ought not to
study philosophy, that Aristotle’ would
have had a careful and protracted intel-
lectual discipline precede any attempt to
grapple with the problems of ethics. To
art he would certainly have assigned a .
larger place in education than Plato did;
for while the latter, in his Laws, banishes
poets from his ideal State, with but few
exceptions; and directs that the youths,
instead of committing to memory the epics
of Homer or the lays of Simonides, the
lofty lines of Aschylus or the melodious
M
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by too violent emotions, and in the calm-

ing of the passions. This tragedy effects Cp. Zeller, ii.
. T . 2, 611-617.

by referring the individual instances of

suffering and calamity to the common law

of destiny, and by pointing out under all

the eternal law of righteousness. .

But it is impossible to weave into any
consistent and harmonious scheme frag-
mentary facts like these; and we are
obliged to leave imperfect the attempted
sketch of the thoughts of ‘the master of
those who know,” onwhat he would him-
self have regarded as the fundamental
question of national education.

A few words may be added in conclusion General
on some general aspects of the question ag:f educa.
under our consideration. They have, it o
is hoped, not been wholly lost sight of
in the study of the details; but it may
be that they will be brought into a clearer
light, when gathered up together by way.
of a retrospect. There is one point of
view from which the national education
of Greece appears to us singularly attrac-
tive. \Like the works of the artists and
poets who were trained by it, it possesses

——
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a ‘unity and completene‘s‘s within its limits
that are all but perfect.* Just as

¢ The singer of sweet Colonos, and its child,”

who always rises to our thoughts as the
crown and flower of the Hellenic genius,

¢ Saw life steadily, and saw it whole; ”

so the Greek education laid its hands on
the entire citizen, and, within the range
that it recognised, moulded all his powers
into a finished unity. Beauty of form,
and grace of movement, subtleness of
intellect, and nobleness of life were all
attained, at least to such an extent as to
leave no jarring sense of flagrant discord
between the ideal aimed at and the work
achieved. This it is that lends so much
of the charm of those ¢ self-sufficing ”
days, in the eyes of those who are wearied
and distracted with the manifold claims
.of the varied developements of modern
thought. There is a certain sense of ade-
quacy, of attainment, of perfection, which
wins ineffably on those who are harassed
with the ‘“blank misgivings,” the un-

* Cp. the remarks on the doreroc ai@np of Greek litera-
ture in the ¢ Guesses at Truth,” pp. 39 and 64 (last ed.)
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satisfied yearnings, the baffled aspirations,
the unsolved problems, that vex alike the
life and the literature of our times. And
yet we are bound, while we feel very
_ keenly the charm, to recognise the cost
at which it was won, a cost that we
could not and would not pay. The deep Contrast of
dull hue of much of our modern thought ;’;wught.
is due not solely to the turbid source from
which it springs: it comes at least as much
from the profundity of the abysses over
which it is brooding. If the course of
the modern student is often perplexing,
it is not because he is called to traverse
a desert way, but rather that on every
side Yhere branch out by-paths, tempting
him away from the road he has chosen
by the beauty of the prospects that they
offer, or the richness of the fruits that
lie on every hand. If the Greeks were
not tried by a “Conflict of Studies,” such
as that in which we find ourselves, it
was from the limitation, we may almost
dare to add, the poverty, of their intel-
lectual food. It may indeed be that we
are now constrained to a specialization
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