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HISTRIO-MASTIX.

ACTUS PRIMI, SCENA PRIMA.

Enter Prack, GraMuaR, Logick, RHETORICK, ARITEMATICK,
GroMeTRIE, MUSICK and Ammlom

¥
t

|  Peace. Unmaske thy face thou minister of Time
Looke forth bright mirror, let thy golded hand

~ Ride (with di mofion) ont the eyes

- Of this fayre Clorws, till the Raigne of Pesce

| Hath propagated Plenty, and increase. -

Now sit wee high (tryumphant in our sway)
Eacircled with the seaven-fold flower of Axt,

YTo tread on Barbarieme with silver feete ;

These, these are adjuncts fit to waite on Peace,

Who beeing courted by most searching spirits,

Have alwayes borne themselves in God-like state
Witk lofty fore heads, higher then the starres.

Draw neere fayre Daughters of etemity,

Your Postresse Peace, is (like the.aged Nursse)
Growne proud to see her Children florish thus.
Grem. We know not liow to turne these bourities backe

taug-ua..’u'ma—u. 'Y

16.

wor
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HISTRIO:MASTIX; AcT 1V. 61

The Law and Merchandize in rust may rest:
Then Ency cease ; for e’re the Sonne shall set
Tle buckle on Mavortixs burganet.
[Ezeunt Mavo. ard BELL.

Enter CHRISOGANTS solus.

Chri. Summa petit livor, perflant altissima venti.! 132

Then, poor Chrisoganus, who'll envy thee, '

Whose dusky fortune hath no shining gloss

That Envys breath can blast? Oh, I could curse

This idiot world, this ill-nurst age of Peace, 136
That foster[s] all save virtue ; comforts all

Saving industrious art, the souls bright gemme ;

That crusheth down the sprouting stems of Art ;

Blasts forward wits with frosty cold contempt ; 140
Crowning dull clods of earth with honours wreath ;

Gilding the rotten face of barbarism,

With the unworthy shine of Eminence—

0, I could wish myself consum’'d in air, 144
When I behold these huge fat lumps of flesh,

These big-bulkt painted posts that senseless stand,

To have their backes pasted with dignity,

Quite choking up all passage to respect— 148
These huge Colossi, that roll up and down,

! Compare Macilente's opening speech in Act i, Sec. 1, of Every man out of
bishumowr.  Like this, it begins with a line of latin. The general tone and
purpose of the two speeches are identical, though Jonson's is infinitely the
b!.ﬂu'. Marston flattered Jonson, and may have written this to curry favour
vith him. Jonson says of Carlo-Buffone ¢ no honourable or reverend person-

2ge whatsoever can come within the reach of his eye, but is turned into all
Razner of variety by his adulterate similies.’



& FISTRICCMASTIX,AcT 1IV.

Axd £l 1 all 1he sex of man with froth

Of oxward semmblsnce. whilss pale Artizans

Pime 1n the shades of gisoamy Academes 152
Famaz in prrsant of virsae, and quite tired

For waat of Iiberal food for Iiheral art,

Give o the goal 1o shagzish Ignorance !

O whether doth my passisa carry me ¥ 156
Poor fool, Jeare prating.  Eavy not their shine
Who sl will 8ourish, though great Fafe repine. [Esit.

Esler BELcH, GrLsH, GCY ead CLoCT, with as INGLE.

Gxl. Jack of the Clock-house, where's master Post-hast ?
Bel. In my book for Slow-pace; twelve-pence on’s pate for
staying o late. 160
Gud. Prologue begin (redearse §v.)
¢ Gentlemen. in this envions age we bring Bayard for Bucephalus.
If mired, bogg’d, draw him forth with your favours.  So, promis-
ing that we never meane to perform, our Prologue peaceth.” 164
Gul. “Peaceth’? What peaking Pageanter penned that ?
Bel. Who but Master Post-hast ?
Gut. It is as dangerous ! to read his name at a play door
As a printed bill on a plague door. 168
Gul. [Clont] You wear the handsomst compast hilt I've seen.
Ingle. Doth this fashion like my friend so well ?
Bel. [Clout] So well I mean to wear it for your sake.
Ingle. 1 can deny thee nothing, if I would. 172
Gul. Fie, how this Ingling troubles our rehearsal. Say on.
Gut. Fellow Belch, you have found a haunt at my house :

! Posthast’s name unpopular.
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HISTRIO-MASTIX, AcT V. 69

Upon this grateful soyle, it shall be done.
Phi. And when ’tis done, I will restore my wrongs
Out of thy Ports, thy Castles, and thy lands. 128
Movo. My lands'?
Phi. 1, factious Lord, till then adiew :
Weele shine like Commets in next enter-view.
[Ezexnt PH1. and HILE.
Maor. My soule is bigge in travaile with revenge, 132
And | could rip her wombe up with a stabbe
To free th’ imprisoned issue of my thought.
[Breunt. Manet CHRISOGANUS
Gri. O, how this vulture (vile Ambition)
Trens on the heart of greatnesse, and devoures 136
Their bleeding honours ; whil’st their empty names
Lye chain’d unto the hill of infamie :
Now is the time wherein a melting eye
May spend itself in teares, and with salt drops 140
Write woe and desolation in the dust,
Upon the frighted bosome of our land.
Pitty and Piety are both exilde,
Religion buried with our Fathers bones, f144
In the cold earth, and nothing but her face
Left to adorne these grosse and impious times. Stand aside

A noise within, crying Liberty, liberty. Enter a sort of Russelings
and Mechanicalls, (FURY leading them) and crying confusedly
Omzes. Liberty ! liberty! liberty!
1. Nay but stay, stay my Masters; we have not insulted yet who
shall be our Captaine. 149
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HISTRIO-MASTIX, Act V. 73

~&%sr. What of the enemies P
Clian. They are entred into the citty 228
Zyon. Adiew, good maister Foxrcher.
—&Fox. Lord have mercy upon us!
Ciam. O, good Maister Lyon-rask, goe pray.
[Ezeunt Four. LYoN. CEAM.
Vel. How now, what noyse is this? 232
Pox. They cry, arme! arme! me thinkes. [Emfer PERPETUANA
Perp. O, sweet heart, the Spaniards ! are come!
"WWe shall all be kild they say.
Mister Vourcher, what shall we doe? O Lord | 236

Inter a sort of fellowes with armour and weapons, and crosse the
stage, crying arme! arme ! arme !

Oxs. Arme! Arme! Arme! . [Ereunt.

Blr a Captain with Soldiers, the Soldiers having most of the
players apparel, and bringing oxt the players amongst them.

%l. Come on, players ; now we are the sharers,
Aud you the hired men. Nay, you must take patience.
§iid, how do you march ! 240
Sirrah, is this you would rend and 2 tear the cat
Upon a stage, and now march like a drown’d rat.
Look up and play the Tamburiaine,® you rogue you. [Exeunt

! The Speniards: a contrary terror to that of the insurgent boors: this a
portion of the earlier play.

2 Compare Bottom’s “ part to tear a cat in” : Mid. Night’s Dream, L. ii.
31.—G. ’

3 Tamburlaine—an early allusion : points to 1690.
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Comedp of the Prodvigal Son.!

PERSONS.

Fether of the PRODIGAL SON. Daughter of Host.
Provigar, Sox. DESPAIR.

Brether of the PRODIGAL SON. HoPE.
Het, Gitizen.

Huten or Wife. [Sercant].

ACT L

Rier the Father, an old grey-headed man, with o staf in his hand.
Tie Prop1aAL SON Ras a young Rorsemans switck [or perhaps
¢ childs cockhorse, or staff to ride on] and is jolly. Afterwards
tke Brother, a simple plain man, who goes Ris own gate.

Kitler. Ah my beloved son, wilt thou then so hastily depart from
Re? It gives me real pain and grief. With great and mighty toil
@d care have I brought thee up, that thou art come to thy years

of discretion, and now wilt thou ;leave me, and forsake me in my
old age? Prythee bethink thee well, dear son, and stay with me.

8om. My dearest father, I have told you often enough, it cannot
be. I must make my essay in the world. For this cause give me

my Patrimony. It cannot be otherwise ; I must from hence.
Fatk. Ah my beloved son, be entreated, and go not hence.
Thou seest that I, this earthly and corruptible? being, have now
1 For secount of this play, and how and why it appears in this work, sce

Introdaction to Histrio-Mastiz, pp. 11—15.
3 The text says incorruptible, but it is manifestly wrong.
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COMEDY OF THE PRODIGAL SON, Act 11I. 103

Hoe. You are a good fellow, that is a fact. Go in anon, and

tch us the wine and the comfits.

Serv. 1 go. ’

Hostess. Yes, in truth, our guest is a free-handed Cavalier, that
[weplainly. And in truth I will reckon all double, for he bas bid
me himself.  Such openhanded fellows are not often to be found.
S0 we must fasten on him, till we have stolen and vexed him out of
dllbe has. See, you are quick back with the wine and comfits.
Tou are an active fellow I must say that of you.

Serv. Hoho! am I active? if I have to fetch anything for a
pretty girl I am a deal more active. And so I gain their favour,
and they praise me, and that feels so soft.

Hostess. Yes I believe it well, good fellow ; but now we must
deck this table supremely handsomely. Only go in and tell your

master to come, for all is ready presently.

Serv. I go and tell him.

Hostess meanwhile pours the wine into the Rummers, and puls the
sugar on the shives (slices)]

Hostess. Now it’s all ready. And see, here they come all

together.
Enter SoN, has the Concubine by the hand, Host, and Servant

Sos. O my dear Hostess, how stands it, or how is it with you.
I see you have just made all ready.

Hostess. Dear Gentleman, It is all right with me. All is now
ready here. You can be seated when you please.

Son. Pray, fair damsel, come and sit by me.

Dasx. Yes, fair young Sir, as you like it [They go and sit by one
another)
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121

NOTES TO PRODIGAL SON.

THE treatment of the story is the same as in Greene’s Moxrning
Garmext, where Philador the Prodigal is conducted by Greene into
a , where he is fleeced, like the Prodigal in this play, by the
Host and his family. It is quite as probable that Greene stole his
ideas from this play as that the writer of this play stole his from
Greene : Mancillia, Greene’s first tale, was probably taken from a
play of the same name, performed at Court by the E. of Leicester’s
servants in 1578.

In the Prodigal Son it is easy to see that the German translator
has imported all the ceremonious words and sentences. Where
the English writer put my Sos, or mine Host, the German has
Mein Bertz licder Sokn, or mein licher Herr Wirth. Some of the
dialogue is a mere bandying of such compliments, without any
other content. The English must have been quite embowelled here.

The poetry is all lost; and where comparisons are introduced
they are rather German than English. The English would not
wnderstand * to stay at home like a Wolf.”

The Scripture texts and allusions are well preserved. This gives
the last act of the play a simplicity and grandeur which perhaps

retains some flavour of the original.

Greene in one place flouts Shakspere as a theological poet
(Pref. to Never too latz); says also that clerks wrote stnff which
they made public under his name ; perhaps referring to a piece
Like this, which is pretty conclusively shown to be Shakspere’s by
the play Histrio-mastiz.
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Act IL] A WARNING'FORFAIRE WOMEN. 335

Beare with this true and home-borne Tragedy,' 1704
Yeelding so slender argument and scope
To build a matter of importance on,

And in such forme as, happly, you expected.
‘What now hath fail'd to-morrow you shall see 1708
Perform’d by History or Comedy. [Ezit

! See Note 4, p. 336.

Finis.
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A PLEASANT COMEDIE OF FAIRE E),

The Miller's Baughter of Manchester.

DRAMATIS PERSONE.

WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR, after-
wards disguised as Robert de
Windsor.

MARQUEss LUBECK, @ Danish
nobleman.

MOUNTENEY, | Gentlemen of Wil-

VALINGFORD, liam’s Court.—
Suitors to Faire Em.

MANDEVILLE, a& gentleman of
Manchester.

DUKE DIROT, | Norman nobles,

DE MARCH, left gorernors of
England during William's ab-
sence,

SR THOMAS GODDARD, disguised

as the Miller of Manchester.
FAIR EM, Ris daughter.
TROTTER, his man.
King of Denmark (Sreyn).
BLANCH, Ais dawghter.
MARIANA, @ Swedish captire o
Srcoyn, beloved by Lubeck.
Messenger.
ROSILIO, courtier of King of Dew
mark.
Ambassador from Sweyn to Wi
liam.
Soldiers— Attendants,
Citizen of Chester.
ELINOR, his dawghter.
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410 A \PLEASANT, COMEDIE [Acrt

And had I heaven to give for thy reward,
Thou shouldst be throned in no unworthy place—
But let my uttermost! wealth suffice thy worth,
Which here I vow : And to aspire the bliss e
That hangs on quick achievement of my love,
Thyself and I will travel in disguise,
To bring this lady to our Brittain court.

Margues. Let WiLLIAM but bethink what may avail, n
And let me die if I deny my aid.

William. Then thus—The DukE Digor, and th’ Earl Disance’,
Will I leave substitutes to rule my Realme,
While mightie love forbids my being here ; i
And in the name of S1r RoBERT of Windsor®
Will go with thee unto the Danish Court.
Keep WiLL1aM's secrets, MARQUES, if thou love him.
Bright BLancH, I come! Sweet fortune, ¢favour me¢, 9
And 51 will laud thy name eternally®! [ Erexid.

[SCENE IL)

Enter the Miller, and EM his daughter.

Miller. Come, daughter, we must learn to shake off pomp,
To leave the state that erst beseemed a knight
And gentleman of no® mean discent, 8
To undertake this homely millers trade :
! utmost (Ch.) 2 Dimach (Bodleian, no date).
3 dele Sir. Ch. has,—feigned name of Robert Windsor.
4—¢ gmile on me. Ch.

55 altars shall be raised to worship thee. Ch.
¢ dele 70 (Ch.) nota?:
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414 A\ PLEASANT COMEDIE [Acrl

Miller. How now, TROTTER, why complain’st thou so? 1
Trotter. Why, yonder is a company of yonng‘men and maik,
keep such a stir for their grist, that they would have it before sy
stones be ready to grind it. But, i’ faith, I would I could bk
wind enough backward : you should not tarry for your gns, !

warrant you, U
Miller. Content thee, TROTTER, I'll! go pacify them. Fei

Trotter. 1 wis you will when I cannot. Why look, mer ™
you have a mill—why, what’s your mill without me? Or raths,
Mistress, what were I without you? 18

FEm. Nay, TROTTER, if you fall a chiding, I will give you over.

Trotter. 1 chide you, dame, to amend you. You are too fineto
be a Miller's daughter; for if you should but stoop to take up the
toll-dish, you will have the cramp in your finger at least ten weeh
after. 169

Miller. Ah, well said, TRoTTER. Teach her to play the good
huswife, and thou shalt have her to thy wife, if thou canst get ba
good will. 1:8

Trotter. Ah, words! wherein I sce Matrimony come loades
with kisses to salute me: Now let me alone to pick the mill, to fill
the hopper, to take the toll, to mend the sails, yea, and to make the
mill to go with the very force of my love. 176

[Here they must call for their grist within.)
T come, I come! I’ faith, now you shall have your grist, or else
Trotter will trot and amble himself to death.
[They call him again. Erit.
1 I will (B. n. d)
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422 A \PLEASANT COMEDIE [Acr L

Trot. What call you this, I pray? N
Em. 1 say it is an Urinal.
Trot. Then this is mystically to give you to understand, 34
I have been at the Phismicaries house.
Em. How long hast thou been sick ?
Trot. Ifaith, €’en as long as I have not been half?! well, and thi
hath been a long time. M
Em. A loitering time, I rather imagine. -
Trot. It may be so: but the Phismicary tells me that youem
help me. A
Em. Why, anything I can do for recovery of thy health be right
well assured of. 349
Trot. Then give me your hand.
Em. To what end ?
Trot. That the ending of an old indenture is the beginning of 3
new bargain. :
Em. What bargain ?
Trot. That you promised to do anything to recover my health.
Em. On that condition I give thee my hand. 856
Trot. Ah, sweet Em! [Here he offers to kiss Rer.
Em. How now, TRoT?! your master’s daughter ?
Trot. I'faith, I aim at the fairest. Ah, EM, sweet Ex !
Fresh as the flower, 360

1 Ralf, dele Ch.
? Trotter (B. n. d.)

¢ Of me, poor thief,
In prison bound—

So all your rhyme
Lies on the ground.’

The third line must have rhymed with the first, according to all rules of
eapping verses.—See the last scene of Rowley’s H.8.
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426 A\ PLEASANT COMEDIE [AcT IL

Of hate, disdain, reproach and infamy,
The fruit of frantic, bedlam jealousy! “
Here enters MOUNTNEY fo EM.

But here comes one of these suspicious! men :

Witness, my God, without desert of me,

For only MaNvILE honour I in heart,

Nor shall unkindness cause me from him to?2 start ! 44
Mount. For this good fortune, Venus, be thou blest,

To meet my love, the mistress of my heart,

Where time and place gives opportunity,

At full to let her understand my love. 448

[He turns to EM, and offers to take her by the kand, and she
goes from him.

Fair mistress, since my fortune sorts so well,

Hear you a word. What meaneth this?

Nay, stay, fair Eu.
Em. I am going homewards, sir. 458
Mount. Yet stay, sweet love, to whom I must disclose

The hidden secrets of a lovers thoughts,

Not doubting but to find such kind remorse

As naturally you are enclined to. 456
Em. The gentleman, your friend, sir,

I have not seen him this four days, at the least.
Mount, Whats that to me ?

I speak not, sweet, in person of my friend, 460

But for myself, whom, if that love deserve

To have regard, being honourable love,

1 4. e. suspected 2 Dele to
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Windmill, the, in Faire Em, the
Miller's Daughter of Manchester,
its symbolical meaning, ii. 374

‘Wit combat, a, between Brabant Sig-
nior and M. Puffe in Jack Drum,
ii. 169/69

‘Woe worth him! /' Woe' be'to-him !
Bad luck to him! ii. 291/583

‘Woman professing medicine, Mrs
Drury (which see), ii. 264625

Women, R. Greene’s view that they
are evils, ii. 373

“Wood, way to the ’—used for way out
of the wood, i. 170/302

Woolwich to London in 1573, dangers
of travelling, ii. 275/163

¢ Worth, take it in’ — take it in cur-
rent money, or sterling, ii. 302/850

INDEX AND GLOSSARY.

Wrack—to hold wrack, to hold
ley (2 reck, care), i. 255,242

Wrecks, law of, i. 232, 1859

‘Wyat’s rebellion, i. 7, 19

Yarking, hallooing, i. 254/2409
Yawle, 'howl, ii. 50,189 "
Yellow spots.  (Ses Omens.)
Yeoman, a serving-man
Yii. 319/1278
eaty, , ii. 135/22
Yorbmdy, 1608,
to 8 u. 211
: Doubtfal
Yowng Juvenal, in Greene's Gras: =
worth of Wit is either Lodgs = :
Nash, most likely Nash, ii. 38 . -

(Se =2

CLAY AXD TAYLOR, VRINTERSE, BUNGAY.
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