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INTRODUCTION

INCE the manuscript of the Abbé Casgrain’s

contribution to the « Makers of Canada” series

was received, several works bearing on the subject-

matter of this volume have been published' which

throw a new light upon the campaign around which
has gathered such great debate.

Copies of documents which were either scattered
through many published works, or which were
practically hidden or inaccessible to the general
public, have lately been arranged and rendered
available for research and discussion. The interest
in this notable campaign can never cease, and it
is probable that although the general opinion may
become settled as years go by, historical students
may, for all time, continue to differ.

In justice, therefore, to the memory of the late
Abbé, who had not an opportunity of consulting
all these works before his death, it becomes our
duty to direct attention to several points at issue,
which briefly are as follows: (1) What credit does

! Particular mention mast be made of the following works : —

The Sioge of Quebes and the Bottie of ths Plaine of Abraham, by
A. G. Deaghty in collaboration with G. W. Parmelee, six volumes,
Quebsc, Dusssalt and Prouls, 1901.

The Pight for Cuneds, by Willism Wood, London, Archibald
Censtable & Co., 144d., 1004.

Le Guerre do Sept Ans. Histoire Diplomatique ot Militoire. Par
Richerd Woeddington. Tome I11. Paris, Firmio-Didot &t Cis, 1004
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WOLFE AND MONTCALM

Wolfe deserve for the successful operations of Sep-
tember 18th ? (2) Which official, upon the French
side, whether Montcalm, Vaudreuil or Bougainville,
must bear the onus and responsibility of defeat ?
And in this connection it is important to investi-
gate the relations which existed throughout the
siege between Montcalm and Vaudreuil, and to
attach, likewise, due importance to the statements
of those who defend Bougainville's conduct on the
day of defeat.

We are assured that the readers of this book will
find their interest in the narrative deepened by very
reason of the strength of the author’s convictions,
and it is in order that these strong convictions may
not give the book an undue tincture of prejudice
that we have thought it proper to embody in the
introduction views that are not infrequently at
variance with those which the Abbé Casgrain has
so ably expressed. Disputed matters which admit
of brief reference are treated in the notes at the
end of the volume.

DID WOLFE ORIGINATE THE FINAL PLAN?

A brief survey of the facts will assist our inquiry.
Before the actual siege began, Wolfe had imagined
that he could effect a landing on the Beauport shore,
and force a crossing of the St. Charles River (pp.
77 and 96). Montcalm, however, forestalled this
movement by erecting powerful defences between
the St. Charles and the Montmorency. Consequently

xiv



INTRODUCTION

Wolfe first made his position secure in the Island of
Orleans, then established siege batteries at Pointe
Lévis, and, on July 9th, with the remainder of his
forces, occupied in strength the left bank of the
Montmorency at its mouth. He has been criti-
cized for thus dividing his forces, but the disposi-
tion was a wise one, at least until it had been dis-
covered that ships could pass above the town. The
Island of Orleans was a convenient position for
a hospital and stores; from the Lévis batteries he
could perpetually harass the town ; and from his
Montmorency camp he was in a position to threaten
the enemy’s left. Moreover Wolfe’s avowed object
was to tempt his enemy to assume the offensive,
and in a conversation with some French prisoners
he expressed his surprise that Montcalm, in spite of
the opportunities afforded, had not attacked him.

On July 18th Wolfe reconnoitred the north shore
above Quebec, and some vessels succeeded in forcing
their way up the river in spite of the town batteries.
These movements so alarmed the French that they
anticipated an attack from above the town, and
Dumas, with five hundred Canadians, was des-
patched to L’Anse du Foulon to oppose a land-
ing there.

Wolfe had such a capacity for keeping his own
counsel that it is impossible to determine whether
at this early date he contemplated extensive opera-
tions above the town. Suffice it to say that in spite
of various reconnaissances up the river, and in spite
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WOLFE AND MONTCALM

of the further fact that a considerable portion of the
fleet succeeded in passing the town batteries with-
out serious damage, Wolfe persisted in occupying
his position at the Montmorency for a whole month
after the disastrous affair of July 81st. Must we not
iafer that his reconnaissances above the town, of
July 18th and July 21st, convinced him of the
almost insuperable difficulty of effecting a landing
in force in that direction ? This is clearly borne out
by reference to Wolfe’s despatch to Pitt under date
of September 2nd, in which he details the opera-
tions of his forces between June 26th and the battle
of Montmorency (July 81st). * The 18th of July two
men-of-war, two armed sloops, and two transports
with some troops on board, passed by the town with-
out any loss, and got into the upper river. This
enabled me to reconnoitre the country above, where
I found the same attention on the enemy’s side, and
great difficulties on ours, arising from the nature of
the ground, and the obstacles to our communica-
tion with the fleet. But what I feared most was
that, if we should land between the town and the
river Cap Rouge, the body first landed could not
be reinforced before they were attacked by the
enemy’s whole army. Notwithstanding these diffi-
culties, I thought once of attempting it at St.
Michael’s, about three miles above the town ; but,
perceiving that the enemy, jealous of this design,
were preparing against it, and had actually brought
artillery and a mortar, which, being so near to
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INTRODUCTION

Quebec, 'they could increase as they pleased, to play
upon the shipping, and as it must have been many
hours before we could attack them, even supposing
a favourable night for the boats to pass the town
unhurt, it seemed so hazardous that I thought it
best to desist.”

Wolfe'’s defeat at Montmorency again turned his
thoughts above the town. On August 5th Murray
was placed in charge of twelve hundred men to
operate up the river, and Bougainville was detached
by Montcalm to watch his movements. Murray was
only partially successful in his expedition, and re-
turned to the main army on the twenty-fifth. On
August 20th Wolfe wrote to Monckton comment-
ing adversely upon Murray’s prolonged stay above
Quebec: “ Murray, by his long stay above and by
detaining all our boats, is actually master of the
operations, or rather puts an entire stop to them.”
These complaints were reiterated on August 22nd,
and on the twenty-fourth he ordered rockets to be
thrown up as a signal for Murray’s recall.

Due weight should be given (in dealing with the
evidence) to the letter to Admiral Saunders (see
“ Siege of Quebec,” vol. ii, p. 154): “ My ill state
of health,” writes Wolfe,  hinders me from execut-
ing my own plan; it is of too desperate a nature
to order others to execute. The generals seem
to think alike as to the operations. 1, therefore,
join with them, and perhaps we may find some
opportunity to strike a blow.” What was his own
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desperate/ plan 7/ Probably that carried out on the
thirteenth.

We now come to Wolfe’s famous letter of Aug-
ust 29th to the brigadiers (pp. 154-5). In this letter
no suggestion is made as to the possibilityof an attack
above the town. Of the three alternatives suggested
all were concerned with operations in the neigh-
bourhood of Beauport and the Montmorency, and
the brigadiers, in their reply of August 80th, firmly
rejected each proposal. After stating their objections
the brigadiers continue: “ We, therefore, are of
opinion that the most probable method of striking
an effectual blow is by bringing the troops to the
south shore, and directing our operations above the
town. When we have established ourselves on the
north shore, of which there is very little doubt, the
Marquis de Montcalm must fight us upon our own
terms, we are between him and his provisions, and be-
twixt him and the French army opposing General
Ambherst. If he gives us battle, and we defeat him,
Quebec must be ours, and, which is more, all Canada
must submit to His Majesty’s arms.”

The matter now resolves itself into a mere ques-
tion of fact. Wolfe had recognized the seeming im-
practicability of a descent in force above the town.
When the brigadiers made their forceful recom-
mendation he accepted their proposal, and then vig-
orously formulated his own plans independently of
all advice. The brigadiers had in view a landing at
some spot about twelve miles above the town, and
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on September 8th expected that Pointe-aux-Trem-
bles, twenty miles above Quebec, would be selected.
Wolfe, in his reconnaissance of September 10th, de-
cided for valid reasons that the Anse du Foulon (less
than two miles from Quebec) was the only suitable
place, and with extraordinary ability he planned
every detail of the subsequent operations. Surely
there is enough glory in this to satisfy his most ex-
acting admirers !

Dr. Doughty and Major Wood accord the whole
merit of the enterprise to Wolfe and the coipera-
ting fleet which was really acting under his orders.
The Abbé Casgrain inclines to attribute the suc-
cessful issue of the operations to sheer good luck,
abetted by the incompetency of Bougainville. Wolfe
had good luck, it is true, but the good luck which
accompanies excellent strategy. His lmowledge was
complete on several points, thanks in part to the
information gleaned from deserters, and partly to
his own skilled observation. He knew that the Anse
du Foulon was guarded by an incompetent officer
with an inefficient force. He appears to have known
that the Guyenne regiment was not on the Heights
of Abraham. He knew that Bougainville, with the
flower of the French army, had been detached to
watch the movements of the fleet as far as Jacques
Cartier if necessary. And finally he knew that Mont-
calm in the Beauport camp was in hourly expecta-
tion of attack. With these trumps in his hands he
played his cards to perfection. Montcalm and the
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town were kept in constant suspense by the opera-

tions of Saunders; and Holmes’s squadron was

employed to keep Bougainville beyond striking
ce.

Dr. Doughty attaches much importance to two
letters of September 12th as establishing Wolfe’s
claim to the initiative in the battle of the following
day. The first is from the three brigadiers request-
ing precise information as to the place or places they
were expected to attack on the morrow. They say :
“ We must beg leave to request of you as distinct
orders as the nature of the thing will admit of,
particularly of the place or places, we are to attack.
This circumstance (perhaps very decisive) we can-
not learn from the public orders, neither may it be
in the power of the naval officer who leads the
troops to instruct us.” Wolfe replies at half-past
eight on the same day from the Sutkeriand. There
is some asperity in the communication : « It is not
a usual thing to point out in the public orders the
direct spot of our attack, nor for any inferior officers
not charged with a particular duty to ask instruc-
tions upon that point. I had the honour to inform
you to-day that it is my duty to attack the French
army. To the best of my knowledge and abilities I
have fixed upon that spot where we can act with
the most force, and are most likely to succeed. If
I am mistaken I am sorry for it, and must be
answerable to His Majesty and the public for the
consequence.”

XX
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Taking this letter into consideration with the re-
mainder of the evidence the conclusion to be drawn
is obvious—namely, that from the moment when he
selected the Foulon as the objective point of his
attack (September 10th) Wolfe organized and
executed the operations upon his own initiative
and upon his own responsibility. Before the receipt
of the letter from the brigadiers (August 80th) he
had abandoned all hope of a successful landing in
force above the town. The subsequent conduct of
the campaign is stamped with the outstanding and
singular qualities of his marvellous genius.

THE RELATIONS BETWEEN MONTCALM AND
VAUDREUIL

Granted two temperaments so opposed, a conflict
of opinion was probable; and granted the anomalous
conditions under which Montcalm and Vaudreuil
beld office, a clash of authority was inevitable.
Montcalm was unpnlsnve and irascible, Vaudreuil
was vacillating and suspicious; Montcalm had all
the knowledge and Vaudreuil all the power. With
such discord within and a watchful enemy at her
gates, the doom of Canada was sealed. Wolfe might
have failed, but another year must have seen the
passing of France’s dominion in the New World.

The author has given sufficient indication of
Moatcalm's brilliant qualities, and has not con-
cealed altogether the unfavourable aspects of Vau-
dreuil’s character (see pp. 28, 29, 81, 215, 227, 228).
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But, like all French-Canadian writers, he is loyal to
the province, and seeks when possible to shield
Vaudreuil, the Canadian-born governor, behind the
alleged errors of Montcalm, the French commander.
A careful examination of the material that has come
to light within the brief interval which has elapsed
since the present book was written has convinced
the editors that it is no longer possible to defend
Vaudreuil at the expense of Montcalm and Bou-
gainville, and we are persuaded that if the Abbé
Casgrain had been spared to study the evid-
ence now available he would have been led to
modify the views of which he was so conspicuous
an advocate.

Vaudreuil in spite of his tolerance of Bigot and
his crew of bandits has never been accused of per-
sonal dishonesty. He was at the worst a meddle-
some blunderer, a Polonius redivivus thrust into a
position of authority at a crisis when his country
required all the qualities of firmness, tact, and
moderation in which he was wanting. Like all weak
men he was eager to display his strength, and it
was a jealous regard for his own reputation which
constantly led him to belittle and even to malign
Montcalm to the home authorities. Parkman,
with the incomplete evidence at his disposal had
already divined Vaudreuil’s character with his
customary discernment : “He had not the force
of character which his position demanded, lacked
decision in times of crisis ; and though tenacious of
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authority was more jealous in asserting than self-
reliant in exercising it. One of his traits was a sensi-
tive egotism, which made him forward to proclaim
his own part in every success, and to throw on
others the burden of every failure.”

Vaudreuil’s instructions to Montcalm throughout
the campaign were so formulated as to forestall all
possibility of blame directed against himself in case
of disaster, and his reports after the event usually
implied that all the credit of victory was his.
Thus, after the capture of Oswego, to whose
fall he had at least contributed by initiating the
design, he writes in his accustomed strain: “ The
measures I took assured our victory in spite of

If I had been less vigilant and firm,
Oswego would still be in the hauds of the Eng-
lish." The contemptuous tone which Montcalm
habitually assumed in his references to the colonial
troops affords some palliation for Vaudreuil's ex-
cessive praise of the Canadians in which no small
measure of self-laudation was involved. Montcalm,
in detailing the events, writes on August 28th,
1756: “I have usefully employed them (the colonial
officers) and the militia of the country, not, however,
at any work exposed to the enemy’s fire. It is a
troop knowing neither discipline nor subordination.”

It does not require a close reading between the
lines to understand how a man of Vaudreuil's sus-
picious temper would resent Montcalm’s unaffected
contempt of the Canadians, and, on the other haud,
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the source of Montcalm’s grievance is no less appar-
ent. But Vaudreuil's weakness shows itself most
glaringly when we consider the events of the siege,
and more especially the episode of the final battle
and the subsequent evacuation.

If blame can be attached either to Montcalm or
Vaudreuil for not defending the Traverse, through
which Saunders’ fleet was permitted to sail un-
opposed, it probably may be equally divided. But
it should be remembered that for many years
the French had considered the channel impass-
able for vessels of two hundred tons and over,
and to this false confidence in natural obstruc-
tions might be attributed what now seems a serious
oversight.

But it was in spite of Montcalm’s vigorous pro-
test that Vaudreuil neglected to occupy the heights
of Lévis, with such disastrous results to the town.
Passing now to the complicated events of the final
Battle of the Plains an unprejudiced interpretation
of the facts must compel us to attach to Vaudreuil
no small share of the responsibility for defeat. His
advocates, and these include both the Abbé Cas-
grain and Vaudreuil himself, hold that the day was
lost owing chiefly to the precipitancy of Montcalm’s
attack. To this main cause our author adds Bou-
gainville’s dilatoriness, the withdrawal of the Guy-
enne regiment from the Heights of Abraham and
the worthlessness of Vergor, for whose appointment
he seems inclined to blame de Bougainville. We
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INTRODUCTION

wish to present within brief compass the important
evidence on these points.

I—THE PRECIPITANCY OF MONTCALM'S ATTACK

Vaudreuil’s letter to Lévis in which he blames
Montcalm for the precipitancy of his attack is given
on pp. 212, 218 of the present volume, and on p.
194 the author comments upon the same matter.
His argument has much force, but it is in a measure
offset by the following facts: (1) Montcalm held a
council of war before attacking, and no officer pro-
posed deferring the attack, (p. 195); (2) His troops
were full of enthusiasm, and would brook no delay ;
(8) The English would utilize every moment to
strengthen their position ; (4) Montcalm was un-
aware that Wolfe had such a large force ready to
engage, and feared that each hour would add to his
numbers. We may state here that Montcalm did
not feel that he could rely upon any aid from the
direction of the Beauport camp. He had sent there
to summon the whole left wing to the front, but
Vaudreuil had countermanded his order.

11—BOUGAINVILLE'S DILATORINESS

It will be remembered that when Vaudreuil re-
ceived from Bemetz a confirmatory report of the
English landing he despatched Montcalm with one
hundred men to resist the attack, and sat down to
compose 8 letter to Bougainville, under the impres-
sion that the latter was at Cap Rouge. The truth is
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that Bougainville, in pursuance of his instructions
always to keep above the English fleet, had followed
the ships on the night of September 12th as far as
Pointe-aux-Trembles, twenty miles above Quebec.
It was when Bougainville was returning towards
Cap Rouge at nine o’clock in the morning that he
received word from Vaudreuil’s courier of the land-
ing of the British troops. The Abbé Casgrain says
that according to Bougainville’s own admission in
his letter to Bourlamaque he learned the news as
early as eight o’clock. M. René de Kerallain in “ La
Jeunesse de Bougainville” says that in a memoir
written in the camp at Lorette on September 21st
Bougainville substitutes nine o’clock as the hour.
With this estimate Dr. Doughty and Major Wood,
with the memoir before them, concur. Bougainville
then made a forced march from Cap Rouge over
bad roads to the scene of action, seven miles dis-
tant. His advance guard reached the battle-ground
in about two hours, and Bougainville sent a detach-
ment to take the Samos battery. Here he was re-
pulsed, and after attacking Townshend’s rear was
forced to retreat, though in good order, to L’An-
cienne Lorette. The main battle had long since
been decided.

III—THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE GUYENNE REGI-
MENT FROM THE PLAINS OF ABRAHAM

Neither Bougainville nor Montcalm, but Vau-
dreuil alone, must bear the responsibility for this
xxvi
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action. Dr. Doughty and M. Kerallain (op. cit.)
both argue successfully to establish the fact, but
Major Wood has advanced the documentary evi-
dence which we take the liberty of quoting : * The
documentary evidence proving that Montcalm was
thwarted by Vaudreuil in his attempt to protect the
Heights and Plains of Abraham by posting this
regiment there on the fifth is to be found in Mr.
Doughty’s work. But the evidence for Montcalm’s
order on the twelfth (namely for the regiment to
proceed to the Foulon) is to be found in & journal
discovered in the archbishop’s palace in Quebec—
and printed in the April and May numbers of the
Bulletin des Recherches Historiques, Vol. 1X,

o. 3, p. 189. It is a verbatim reprint of the entry
for September 12th, 1759, in the journal of Jean
Félix Récher, curé of Quebec : ¢ Order given by M.
de Montcalm to the battalion of Guyenne to go and
camp at the Foulon, afterwards revoked by M. de
Vaudreuil, saying, we shall sec about that to-
morrow.’”

IV—VERGOR AT L’ANSE DU FOULON

No one disputes the worthlessness of Vergor.
His treachery even has been hinted at. The Abbé
Casgrain implies (p. 178) that Bougainville was
pu-tially nsponslble for his presence at the Foulon

officer, and takes Bougainville to
mk for meglecting Vaudreuil's order to reinforce
the post by fifty of Repentigny’s men. However,
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we are certain that Vergor was in command at the
Foulon with the full knowledge of both Vaudreuil
and Montcalm. With reference to the second point
we need only say that Vaudreuil had intended
to despatch five hundred of Repentigny’s men
to the assistance of Bougainville. The latter was
to despatch fifty of these to reinforce the Foulon.
The men were not sent owing to the scarcity of
provisi
THE EDITORS.
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CHAPTER 1

MONTCALM'S EARLY YEARS'—HIS ARRIVAL
AT QUEBEC

ON March 14th, 1756, General the Marquis

of Montcalm descended the grand staircase
of the palace at Versailles, where he had just re-
ceived his final orders from the king, Iouis XV,
He was leaving for Canada, where he went to
replace the Baron de Dieskau, who had been taken
prisoner the year before at the unfortunate affair of
Lake St. Sacrament, better known as Lake George.
The prince, to whom the Marquis of Montcalm
had been recommended as one of the most brilliant
officers of his army, had raised him to the dignity
of major-general and appointed him commandant
of the troops that he was sending to carry on the
war in New France.

The general left Versailles the following day for
Brest, accompanied by his leading aide-de-camp,
M. de Bougainville, & young man then but little
known, but who was destined to make himself
famous, later on, by his travels around the world.

Montcalm was full of hope and joy when he left;
for the king, as the finishing touch of his goodness,
had named his son, who was barely seventeen years

Minete details regarding the life of Montealm msy be found in
the Abbé Casgrain‘'s Mewicahn end Lévis, of which a sscond edition
is sow on mle in Quebsc. 1



WOLFE AND MONTCALM

of age, colonel of a regiment of cavalry. The happy
father hastened to convey the good news to his
wife and his mother, informing them at the same
time that he had gone with his son to thank the
king and to present the young colonel to the mem-
bers of the royal family.

The journey through Brittany was a pleasant
one, thanks to the influence of the first fine days of
spring which had opened the buds of the trees and
clad the hillsides once more in green. At Brest
Montcalm found awaiting him all the members of
his establishment who had preceded him, and his
second aide-de-camp, M. de la Rochebeaucour “a
man of quality, a native of Poitou and a lieutenant
in Montcalm’s regiment of cavalry.” He was joined
shortly afterwards by his third aide-de-camp, M.
Marcel, sergeant in the regiment of Flanders, pro-
moted to the rank of an officer.

There lived at Brest at this time a man of the
highest integrity in the person of M. Hocquart.
He had held the office of intendant in Canada, and
gave a warm welcome to Montcalm and to the
superior officers who accompanied him. In the
salon of Madame Hocquart was one with whom
Montcalm formed the first link of a friendship that
was never broken. This was the Chevalier de Lévis,
who had arrived at Brest the day before, and who
had been appointed second in command under Mont-
calm with the rank of brigadier. From that time

forth nobody possessed the confidence of Montcalm
2



MONTCALM’S ANCESTRY

to the same extent as Lévis. He was his most
intimate friend, his adviser, and the custodian of
all his secrets. Montcalm’s correspondence with
him, recently discovered, reveals the fact that he
recognized him as a master of military art. Though
they differed in their fortunes they were the last
defenders of a lost cause, and around them clust-
ered the closing glories of the French arms in
America.

Louis-Joseph, marquis de Montcalm, seigneur
de Saint-Véran, was born on February 29th, 1712,
at the chiteau of Candiac, near Nimes. He came
of an old family originally from Rouergue. His
ancestors, for many generations, had gained lustre
upon the field of battle. The people of the country
were in the habit of saying that war was the tomb
of the Montcalms.

The marquise de Saint-Véran, née Marie-
Thérése de Lauris de Castellane, mother of Louis-
Joseph, was & woman of eminent character and of
a picty more eminent still. She had converted to
Catholicism her husband, who was born of Hugue-
not parents, and she had exercised an extraordinary
influence over her son. If the principles with which
she inspired him did not preserve him from all
errors in this century of impiety and debauchery
they produced upon him an impression which was
pever effaced and which governed the whole course
of his future life.

Montcalm’s early childhood was spent at Roque-
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maure wi-a is matermal gramdmother, Madame de
Vaux, who, Eke al grandmothers, spoilt him a Little,
in consequence of which and of his delicate health,
be tells us that in 1718 be had not yet learned to
read. He was then confided to the eare of M. Louis
Dumas, his undle de la main gauche, an original
faults of a ssvant and a pedagogue. He was the in-
ventor of a new system of teaching which, it is said,
he applied for the first time to his pupil.

the system of his harsh master made rapid progress
in the study of Latin, Greek and history, thanks to
a good memory and a bright intelligence. When
barely fourteen years of age he followed the tradi-
tions of his family and joined the army, but with-
out abandoning his course of study. His career re-
quired him to be a man of action, and he had a
special taste and aptitude for it. He was a soldier
of the old school, devoting considerable time to
study, even in camp. He wrote from the army
to his father in 1784 :—“] am learning German
. . . and I am reading more Greek, thanks to my
present solitude, than I have read for three or four
years.”

Montcalm received his baptism of fire under the
walls of Kehl (1788), and did not belie the bravery
of his ancestors. The following year he took part in
the taking of Philippsbourg, where he saw the old
Marshal of Berwick, victorious like Turenne, struck
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HOME LIFE

down like him by a bullet. The death of his father
brought the young officer back to the paternal
chiteau, to dear Candiac, now his own property.
Only the half of the chiteau de Candiac now re-
mains, but its stern magnitude is still imposing.
Surrounded by fruit trees it dominates the undu-
lating and solitary country that stretches away from
it to the horizon. It was there, under the sunny sky
of Provence, among the plantations of olives and of
almond trees which he cultivated, that the future
hero of Canada spent the few years of peace and
happiness that were allotted him. It was there that
be took his young wife, whose family, by a strange
coincidence, had already had relations with Canada.
Her grand uncle, the Intendant Talon, had founded
the royal administration there. Angélique-Louise
Talon du Boulay, whom Montcalm had married in
1786, had brought him some means without making
him rich. The marchioness was more the equal of
ber husband by the qualities of heart than by reason
of intelligence, and she was as tender a wife as she
was a devoted mother. They had ten children, of
whom six survived ; two boys and four girls. Mont-
calm was eminently a family man, and was deeply
attached to this corner of France, where he found
all the pleasures that he loved in the companionship
of his mother, his wife, and his little children. In
fact he enjoyed the feudal existence and all its
charms. And later, when exiled from them a dis-
tance of fifteen hundred leagues, in the depths of
]
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the American forests, we shall often hear him sigh-
ing, “ When shall I see again the motherland ?
When, again, shall I see my dear Candiac ?”

During the long and frequent absences neces-
sitated by his military services, his mind was much
occupied with the future of his young family.
Then, in the spirit of that faith that came to him
from his mother, he asked God,—as he himself has
written,—to preserve them all and to prosper them
both in this world and in the other. “It is a good
deal,” he added, « for & modest fortune, and especi-
ally with four daughters, but does God ever leave
his children in want ?”

¢ Aux petits des oiseaux il donne la piture,
Et sa bonté &’étend sur toute la nature.”

During the war of the Austrian succession Mont-
calm had accompanied his regiment into Bohemia,
and had had his share in the sufferings of the
French army. Later, in Canada, he will recall to
his soldiers the famine that they had to endure in
that terrible campaign, and he will write to Lévis:
(1757) *The times are going to be harder in some
respects than at Prague . . . Accustomed to adapt
myself to whatever happens, and having already
given proof of this at Prague, I am not worrying
now about what is going to happen.”

Montcalm was colonel of the Auxerrois Regiment
of infantry during the Italian campaign (1748)
where he narrowly escaped terminating his career.
Taken prisoner while bleeding upon the field of
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MONTCALM PROMOTED

battle, after the defeat of the French before Plais-
ance, he wrote to his mother: “Yesterday we had
a most vexatious experience. A number of officers,
generals and colonels were killed or wounded. I am
amongst the latter with five sabre cuts. Fortunately,
none of them are dangerous, I am assured, and I
am inclined to believe it because of the strength
that I still retain, notwithstanding that I lost a
good deal of blood, having had an artery severed.
My regiment, which I had twice rallied, is anni-
hilated.”

Promoted to the grade of brigadier on his return
to France, he was again severely cut up in a gorge
of the Alps, where the brother of Maréchal de Belle
Isle went madly to his death with four thousand
French soldiers. The two new wounds that Mont-
calm received in this action gained him the con-
gratulations of the king, the grade of commander,
and the command of a new regiment of cavalry, to
which his own name was given.

The peace of Aix-la-Chapelle (1748) brought
him a few years of rest, the last that he was des-
tined to pass at the chiteau of Candiac. We find
him in February, 1756, reading to his mother and
to his wife the following letter which had been
addressed to him by the keeper of the seals :—

“ At Venailles, January 25th, Midnight.

“ Perhaps you have given up waiting, sir, for
news from me on the subject of the last conver-
sation which I had with you on the day that you
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came to say adieu to me in Paris. I have not, how-
ever, lost sight for a single instant, since that time,
of the overture that I then made to you, and it
is with the greatest pleasure that I now tell you
of its success. The choice of the king has fallen
upon you for the command of his troops in North
Anmerica, and he will honour you on the occasion
of your departure with the rank of major-general.
“ID’ARGENSON.”
The reading of this letter threw into despair the
Marchioness of Montcalm, whose timid and retiring
disposition restrained her from rising, without great
difficulty, above considerations of the family circle.
She would never be able to consent to her husband’s
departure upon so distant an expedition. The
Marchioness of Saint-Véran, on the contrary, strong
as a Roman matron, although crushed with sorrow,
advised her son to accept the post of honour and
of confidence that had been offered him by his
sovereign. The Marchioness of Montcalm never
forgave her mother-in-law for this counsel, and re-
proached her, later, with the death of her husband.
At Brest Montcalm had met in the person of the
Chevalier de Lévis, a companion-in-arms who had
been with him upon more than one field of battle.
Gaston-Francois de Lévis was, like Montcalm,
originally from Languedoc. He was born on August
28rd, 1720, at the chiteau of Azac, one of the oldest
houses of France. In the third crusade Philippe de
Lévis accompanied the king, Philip-Augustus, to
8




THE CHEVALIER DE LEVIS

the Holy Land. Two members of this family, Henri
de Lévis, duc de Ventadour and Francois-Christo-
phe de Lévis, duc de Damville had been viceroys
of New France (1625 and 1644). From the age of
fourteen years the Chevalier de Lévis had borne
arms, and gave evidence of the possession of talents
as solid as they were brilliant. The regiment of the
marine, of which he was a lieutenant, fought at the
affair of Clausen. Young Lévis was brought into
prominence by a bravery and a coolness surprising
for his age, and obtained a promotion. It is said
that it was during the Bohemian campaign that
Montcalm and he met for the first time. Lévis,
wounded in the thigh by a fragment of a shell
st the siege of Prague was probably amongst the
invalids left in that city in charge of the heroic
Chevert.

He sustained a stubborn fight on the bank of the
Mein at the head of a detachment of a hundred
men, and assisted at the battle of Dettingen (June
27th, 1748). The losses that the regiment of the
marine sustained in this battle prevented him from
continuing in the campaign, and he returned to
France. Shortly afterwards he joined the army of
Haute-Alsace, under command of the maréchal de
Coigny. Here he distinguished himself no less than
be had done in the preceding campaigns.

In 1745 he served under the Prince of Conti,
and was at the passage of the Rhine. In the fol-
lowing year he accompanied his regiment which
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was despatched upon Nice to defend the frontiers
of Provence. Named adjutant of the army in Italy
in 1747 he distinguished himself at the sieges of
Montalban, of Valencia, of Cazal, of Villefranche
and of the chiteau of Vintimille. At the disastrous
battle of Plaisance he had a horse killed under him
and was wounded in the head by a gunshot near
Bieglis, where he had been detached to make a
reconnaissance. During this campaign the Chevalier
de Lévis elicited admiration for his presence of
mind and his rare military qualities. A brilliant
feat of arms, which was much talked of, is re-
lated of him. His cousin, the Duke of Mirepoix,
Gaston de Lévis, commander of the regiment of
the marine, had selected him for aide-de-camp at
the attack upon Montalban. They found them-
selves without any escort at the mouth of a gorge,
in the presence of a battalion of Piedmontese. “ Lay
down your arms,” they cried out to the enemy,
“you are surrounded.” The entire battalion was
captured.

Such were the military services which had brought
the Chevalier de Lévis into notice, and which had
determined the Count d’Argenson to join him to
Montcalm in the command of the Canadian troops.

These two men played so great a role at this
period of our history that it is necessary, before
going further to define well their characters. Rarely
were two commanders united in such close friend-
ship and in such agreement and mutual understand-
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CONTRASTING TEMPERAMENTS

ing of all their operations. And yet their characters
presented striking contrasts. The one was as ardent
as the other was temperate. Montcalm was a verit-
able Southerner. His temperament was as hot as
the sky of Provence; he flew into a passion at the
slightest provocation, but regained the mastery of
his feelings with equal facility. It is in these good
qualities and these defects that may be found the
explanation of the success and the reverses of the
general. The Chevalier de Lévis, although born in
" the South like Montcalm, had none of his impetu-
osity nor yet of his loquacity. He was calm, cool,
and of few words. Both were equally ambitious,
always dreaming of honours and of advancement in
their military career, with eyes constantly turned
towards the court of Versailles in quest of what
were then called des grdces (favours). But Montcalm
casily created difficulties for himself, while Lévis
avoided them with the greatest tact, never losing
sight of the aim that he pursued. Throughout the
expedition may be detected this great motive power
of their actions. In addition, both officers and men
are animated by the same spirit. The future of the
colony that they have come to defend interests them
but little. It is a distant land, afflicted with a rigor-
ous climate, peopled with a handful of Frenchmen,
its importance but little understood ; while Voltaire,
the oracle of the century, called it « a few acres of
snow,” and later on Minister Choiseul congratulated
himself upon being rid of it.
11
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CHAPTER 11
PHYSIOGNOMY OF NEW FRANCE

ONTCALM was greatly interested in his visit

to the little city of Quebec, which already
occupied 30 prominent a place in the history of New
France. Everything was new to him in this New
World: its society, so young as compared with
that which he had left, and nature, herself, so wild
and so grand as compared with the soft, sunny
fields, vineyards and smiling landscapes of France.
The limited area enclosed within the walls of Quebec
swarmed with soldiers, militiamen and Red Skins,
who were being hastened to the frontier to meet
the enemy. The gathering was as weird in its
costumes as in its manners. With his usual activity
the marquis had soon carefully visited both the
city and the ramparts. M. de Longueuil and the
intendant who accompanied him indicated the
principal points of interest, the chiteau St. Louis,
whose stern and imposing mass of masonry domi-
nated the crest of the cape; and at its foot the
Lower Town—the principal centre of business and
of shipping. Up from the heart of the narrow and
tortuous streets rose the steeples of the churches of
Notre Dame, of the Jesuits, of the Récollets, the
seminary, the bishop’s palace, the Ursuline con-
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vent, the ruins of the Hdtel-Dieu, destroyed by
fire the previous year, and farther away, in the
valley of the St. Charles the monastery of the
General Hospital ; finally at the foot of the cliff
the intendant’s palace. All indicated, at a glance,
that this was in very truth, the heart of New
France. The three palaces of the governor, the
intendant, and the bishop, were the visible ex-
pression of that triple power which radiated from
Quebec to the very extremities of this immense
continent. Within the walls alone five churches,
three monasteries, a college, and a seminary illus-
trated the important part played by Catholicism in
its progress. The colony consisted only of two long-
drawn-out parishes ranged one on either side of the
St. Lawrence. Beyond it in all directions, its mantle
of verdure covering mountains, plains and valleys,
stretched the vast, primeval forest, with its lakes,
its swamps, its numberless rivers, their cataracts
roaring night and day; with its myriads of bab-
bling brooks beneath the overhanging foliage ; with
its bare or moss grown rocks and headlands, uplift-
ing their eternal foreheads to the winds or snows,
the sunshine or the rain, affording safe retreats for
the wild beasts of the woods and for the still wilder
native tribes.

These tribes were scattered almost everywhere.
To the east lived the Etchemins, the Abénaquis,
the Micmacs, implacable enemies of the English ;
to the south, the five Iroquois nations, traditional
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VULNERABLE POINTS

foes of the French, but at that time undecided, and
merely seeking for an occasion to range themselves
on one side or the other; farther away were the
Chaouenons, the Miamis, the Cherokees ; and to-
wards the great West, the Poutéotamis, the Otta-
was, the Illinois, the Sakis, and a multitude of
other indigenous tribes almost all friendly to the
French. I have indicated elsewhere the reason for
this sympathy ; it suffices to recall here, in passing,
that English colonization was founded upon an alto-
gether different principle from that of the French:
egoism was its leading motive ; and this distinction
Indian sagacity had not failed to discern.

Canada presented only three vulnerable points:
the waterways of the St. Lawrence, of Lake Champ-
lain, and of the Great Lakes. The citadel of Louis-
bourg guarded the entrance to the Gulf; Fort St
Frédéric protected the head of I.ake Champlain,
and Fort Frontenac, the outlet of the Great Lakes.
The upper country which extended backwards for
a distance then unknown, afforded a vast field for
the exploits of the courcurs de bois. There was
formed that hardy race of pioneers from among
whose ranks came the most illustrious discoverers :
the Joliets, the Nicolas Perrots, the Nicolets, the
La Vérendryes and so many others. An indomit-
able, undisciplined race, it was often cruel from
having witnessed such nameless inhumanity.

Clothed in Indian costume, accustomed to great
fatigue, knowing all the forest trails as well as the
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Indians themselves, often allied to them by more
or less regular marriages, and possessing a great
influence among their tribes, the coureurs de bois
were of inestimable use in times of war. They
would arrive at certain periods of the yesr,
usually accompanied by Indians, paddling, like
them, their birchbark canoes, and singing Cana-
dian songs. These lost children of civilization had
acquired the habits of their newly-found com-
panions, becoming as proud and careless as them-
selves, their arms, hands and breasts tattooed, their
muscles dry and hard, their keen eyes lighting up
their almost copper-coloured features. They came
from the depths of the forest, where they had filled
their boats with packages of furs bought from the
Indians. Brave, often to rashness, but not under-
standing braveness as Europeans do, they fought in
the manner of savages, that is to say they practised
a guerilla warfare. To retire was not to them
a flight or a disgrace, but simply a means for
attaining a better position. Their lack of disci-
pline was a danger to regular armies, which they
exposed to confusion and a breaking of the ranks,
and thus their services were most highly esteemed
upon expeditions of discovery and operations in-
volving stealth and surprise.

From the time that Champlain, the greatest
of French discoverers, had first penetrated into
the valley of the Great Lakes, these vast regions
had become the domain of France. She had acquired
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a double’right 'to’' them; 'that of first occupant, and
that of a civilizing power, which in the eyes of reason
and of right is the only positive justification for the
invasion of a barbarous country.

In 1678 Joliet and Marquette had entrusted
themselves to the unknown waters of the Missis-
sippi, and had descended their mighty flood to
Arkansas ; La Salle had discovered its mouth and
sounded its delta under a tropical sky in 1682. It
was Frenchmen who upon perceiving from the
heights of the Alleghanies the beautiful branch
of the Mississippi whose gilded waters meander
through the valley of the Ohio had exclaimed: La
Belle Riviére, which thence became its first name.
La Vérendrye had been the first to gaze upon the
peaks of the Rocky Mountains. This was in 1748.
Before the explorers had drawn the maps of this
country missionaries had watered it with their blood.
In the wildest and most distant villages a little
cross might often be seen surmounting a cabin of
bark, upon whose threshold would appear the black
robe of the priest or the coarse mantle of some
monk or friar.

To the eternal honour of France we may say with
a Protestant historian : “ Peaceful, benign, benefi-
cent, were the weapons of this conquest. France
aimed to subdue, not by the sword, but by the
cross ; not to overwhelm and crush the nations she
invaded, but to convert, to civilize and embrace
them among her children.” And again: * The
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French colonists acted towards the inconstant and
sanguinary race who claimed the sovereignty of this
land in a spirit of gentleness that affords a striking
contrast with the cruel rapacity of the Spaniards
and the harshness of the English. The scheme of
English colonization made no account of the Indian
tribes. In the scheme of French colonization they
were all in all.” The French wrought in the spirit
of their great leader, Champlain, who was often
heard to say that the saving of a soul was worth
more than the conquest of an empire.

The neighbouring colonies were born and had
grown up in a spirit of hostility or at least of indif-
ference in regard to the Indians. They had remained
shut in on the east side of the mountains which
separated them from us, so little had interest and
ambition directed their eyes and their footsteps in
the direction of the setting sun. It had taken them
more than a century to decide to venture towards
the west, for their traditional conduct towards the
aborigines had rendered their approach of them
as difficult as it was easy to the French. Had the
experience of a century taught them anything ?
Did they bring to the Indians any benefit, any
lofty idea, any civilization ? No, nothing of the
kind. Traffic and spirituous liquors were all that
they offered them. But they were as rich in these
as they were destitute of everything else, and it is
easy to understand the demoralization which accom-
panied these new invaders.
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COUNT DE LA GALISSONNIERE

In a few years, thanks to their methods, they
offered a formidable competition to the French
traders, and attracted a good number of tribes, to
whom they sold, at more advantageous terms, arms,
ammunition, merchandise, and, in fact, everything
with which they could tempt them.

In 1748 Canada was governed by an officer of
marine, who lacked external grace, because of a
bodily deformity, but who was extremely intelli-
gent, well informed, active and of keen discern-
ment, and who later gave good proof of his posses-
sion of these qualities by gaining a brilliant victory
over the English off the island of Minorca. The
Count de la Galissonniére strongly urged the
attention of his government to the danger which
threatened New France from the other side of the
Alleghanies, and to the necessity of protecting it by
a system of forts, calculated at the same time to
connect it with Louisiana.

New France bore a striking analogy to the two
great rivers which traversed it, whose sources
although they approached each other never met.
In proportion as the distance was increased from
its points of support—one at the north, at the
entrance of the St. Lawrence, and the other at the
south, at the mouth of the Mississippi—its power
decreased, and disappeared altogether before a point
of union was reached. The colony would be cut in
two unless the plans of L.a Galissonniére were
speedily executed, and this was a matter that
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claimed “the 'serious attention of the following
administrations.

A chain of forts was constructed at an enormous
cost at the principal points where the enemy might
issue. Fort Niagara on Lake Ontario, at the mouth
of the Niagara River; Fort Duquesne at the junc-
tion of the river Alleghany with the Ohio; Forts
Machault, Le Beeuf and Presqu’ile, which estab-
lished communication with Lake Erie; Fort
Miami, on the river of the same name ; Fort
Vincennes, on the Ouabache; and finally, on the
Mississippi, Fort de Chartres, the only one of them
all which was worthy the name of fort, built in
stone with four bastions, and impregnable except
with artillery. Before the formal declaration of the
war which had brought Montcalm to Canada, three
famous conflicts had taken place on the undecided
frontiers of the two colonies ; one at Fort Neces-
sity, where Jumonville had been killed ; another
near Fort Duquesne, where General Braddock had
paid for his proud temerity with his life ; the third
at the head of Lake George, where Baron de Dies-
kau had been defeated, wounded and taken prisoner.
The detailed explanation of these events had ab-
sorbed the attention of Montcalm from the time
of his first conversations at Quebec, because it gave
him the key of the situation. He had listened to the
recital of the facts from the mouths of the French
and Canadian officers who had taken part in one or
the other of these actions. The marquis had ob-
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served with no less interest the composition of the
colonial society, whose charm and originality he had
heard praised, and which he promised to avail him-
self of in order to relieve the irksomeness of his
exile.

This little world was a miniature of French
society, having like it its various strata and its well-
worked degrees. At the top were the nobility of
sword or of robe : the seigneurs, the public officials,
the higher clergy. In the second rank came the
landed gentry and the traders, to which might be
added the clergy of the country parts; and finally
in the third class were the common people or kabs-
tants, the hrge body of farmers which then as now
had nothing in common with the French peasant,
particularly with the type of former times. Con-
scious of his importance and of his dignity, the
Aabitant, to quote an expression of Montcalm'’s,
“lives like the small gentry of France.”

The privileges of the secigneurs being less in
Canada than in France, and the tenants or holders
of the conceded seigniorial lands (censitaires) being
more independent than in the motherland, there
was neither the same gulf nor yet the same pre-
judices between them : the different classes lived,
as a rule, in perfect harmony. Those who could
boast of education were limited in number, but
what these enjoyed of it was indeed excellent. This
class included those who had taken the classical
course at the Jesuit College in Quebec, or who
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had studied in Europe. The women were better
educated than the men, thanks to the greater
opportunities for study which they enjoyed, in the
various convents scattered through both town and
country. Although there were parish schools the
masses of the people did not know how to read
or write. It might be said that their instruction was
confined to the teaching that they received from
the pulpit.

The spirit of revolt against all law, divine and
human, which was then finding expression in
France, had not reached the colony. Both civil
and religious authority were acknowledged without
questioning. This authority was concentrated in
three hands: that of the governor, that of the in-
tendant and that of the bishop, who generally gave
each other a loyal and mutual support. The result
was a strong unity of action, which in times of war
was of inappreciable value, and which explains the
long resistance of Canada to an enemy infinitely
superior in numbers and in resources of all kinds,
but weakened by divisions.

This absolute system of government, so useful
without the colony, was fatal to its internal con-
cerns. It killed all initiative. It kept the people in
a constant state of tutelage, and opened the door
to many abuses. While upon the other side of the
frontier the spirit of democracy prevailed to an ex-
aggerated extent, here the monarchical régime de-
generated into autocracy.
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LIFE OF THE WOODSMAN

From the earliest days of the colony the people
had been carefully excluded from public affairs;
they had not understood their rights, nor aspired
to the conquest of liberty. All spirit of indepen-
dence was not smothered, however, in the bosom of
the rude and valorous race. It has never been found
possible 80 to restrain human nature that it cannot
find an outlet in some manner. The egress here
supplied was the forest, which presented open-
ings on all sides in its thousands of mysterious
pathways, with its wandering tribes, its freedom
and deliverance from all restraint, and the attrac-
tion of its many adventures. For Canadian youth it
had a special fascination, inspiring and cultivating
their native love of travel. The most sanguine dis-
positions were unable to resist its allurements, and
80 went to swell the ranks of the army of woods-
men or coureurs de bots.
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CHAPTER III

THE CAMPAIGN OF 1756—THE TAKING OF
OSWEGO

ONTCAILM carried away the most favourable
impression of Quebec, though he had only
spent ten days there. He had sent a messenger to
M. de Vaudreuil to notify him of his arrival ; and
since he had learned that the remainder of the fleet
was in the river he went to Montreal, even before
the arrival of the Chevalier de Lévis, to confer
with the governor as to the plan of campaign to
be followed.

At this first interview there was nothing to por-
tend the terrible animosity which was soon to arise
between these two men, with such disastrous results
for themselves and the colony. The diplomatic re-
serve which was necessitated during this official
conference, disappeared beneath the courteous forms
and the grand court airs to which both of them
were accustomed.

Vaudreuil was tall in stature, as proud of his per-
son as of his origin. More than once in the course

“of the interview, without appearing to do so, he
eyed from head to foot the sprightly little man
with piercing eyes and short, vehement words, who
gesticulated before him in an extraordinarily peevish

27




WOLFE AND MONTCALM

manner. He seemed to feel him grow as he spoke,
and from that time he should have been able to
form a very good idea of the domineering force
of a will power that was so energetically expressed.
He must have regretted, also, more than ever, not
to have been able to secure the acceptance of the
advice which he had tendered the minister a few
months before, to the effect that it was unnecessary
to send a general officer to replace the Baron de
Dieskau.

Vaudreuil would have been right to speak in this
manner if he had been a Frontenac, for the division
of the military command, as well understood by the
court, was full of inconveniences. But Vaudreuil
was far from being of the same fabric as a Fron-
tenac. Montcalm, on his side, probably knew noth-
ing of the steps taken by Vaudreuil; but he flattered
himself that his military superiority would ensure
the acceptance of his services with good grace.

The court imagined that it had avoided the diffi-
culty of a dual command by affirming the autho-
rity of the governor. The king’s letter to Vau-
dreuil said formally: “ M. le marquis de Mont-
calm has not the command of the land troops; he
can only have it under your authority, and he must
be under your order in everything.”

Pierre-Francois Rigaud, marquis de Vaudreuil-
Cavagnal, was the son of the governor of that
name, who had administered the affairs of New
France during twenty-two years—from 1708 to
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1725—with as much wisdom as firmness. At first
governor of Louisiana, Vaudreuil succeeded the
Marquis Duquesne in 1755. Like his father, he was
much loved by the Canadians, who were proud to
have one of themselves at their head, for Vaudreuil
had been born in Quebec on November 22nd, 1698.
In addition to this his defects, like his qualities, were
of a nature to make him popular. He was gentle,
affable and completely devoted to the colonists,
whom he treated as his children, and who rightly
regarded him as their father ; but his character was
fecble, and he was irresolute, unenlightened, jealous
of his authority, and was taken advantage of by
a corrupt entourage which he was incapable of

Montcalm observed few of these defects at first
sight, and appeared well satisfied with the prepara-
tions for the campaign ordered by Vaudreuil. The
governor, on his side, was not less frank in his ten-
ders of assistance.

The colonial military forces were composed of
three distinct elements : the land troops, the marines
and the militia. The former consisted of different
detachments of the regular army, and came from
France. They formed an effective force of about
three thousand men, chosen among the ébte of the
army, and distributed between the battalions known
as those of the Queen, of Béam, of Languedoc, and
of Guyenne, brought by Baron de Dieskau, and
those of La Sarre and of Royal-Roussillon, which
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had just arrived. In this total are not included the
eleven hundred men of the Louisbourg garrison,
composed of the battalions of Bourgoyne and of
Artois.

The marine troops were the regular army of the
colony, employed in the maintenance of order and
in the defence of the country. While the land forces
were sent out by the minister of war these troops
were under orders from the ministry of marine, which
had charge of colonial affairs. Long established in the
country they had formed strong attachments, first
of all because some of the officers and men were
recruited from amongst the population, and also
because many of the others intended to settle here,
had married here, or devoted themselves, during the
leisure time of garrison life, to certain industries
which assured them something for the future.
This body of troops was composed of about two
thousand fairly well disciplined men, more inclined
to sympathize with the militia than with the regi-
ments of the line,

The militia was under the orders of the governor,
at whose call it was required to take up arms.
This, the most onerous form of conscription, was
aggravated by the fact that the conscripts received
no pay for their military services. The king only
bore the cost of arming, equipping and feeding
them. The first levy had furnished a contingent of
twelve thousand men, but this figure increased from
year to year and attained that of fifteen thousand
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at the time of the last crisis. The militia of
Montreal, more exposed to attack, was more inured
to war than that of Quebee, at least up to the
opening of hostilities. The élite of these troops was
recruited among the coureurs de bois, who were
themselves recruited in all the parishes from among
the hardy and adventurous youth, who were period-
ically enticed away to join them.

When to these different army corps are added
the irregular reinforcements of the Indian allies, it
will be possible to form an idea of the disposable
forces of Canada at that period.

It would be necessary to have seen on the parade
ground, or on a field of battle, these widely differing
bodies of troops, with their escort of Indians, in
order to appreciate the picturesque scene that they

The undisciplined troop of Indians which
hovered about the army was armed according to the
caprice of each warrior. It was an assemblage of rags
and of the skins of beasts, gathered from all direc-
tions, and defying all description. The chiefs were
casily recognized by the ormaments about their
necks, the large silver medals, gifts of the king,
which shone upon their breasts, and the horrible
scalps, stretched upon hoops and hanging, all
bloody, to their belts. Each Indian armed for
war had his powder horn and bag of bullets
suspended from his neck, a tomahawk and scalping
knife attached to his belt and a gun on his
shoulder. Several of those who came from the
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most distant tribes still carried the bow and quiver,
and sometimes the lance.

One of Montcalm’s first cares after having spent
a few days in Montreal was to make a tour of in-

ion and an offensive demonstration on the
side of the frontier defended by Fort Carillon at
the head of Lake Champlain, where he feared an
attack on the part of the English. He confided the
command of the troops at this point to the Chevalier
de Lévis, and returned to Montreal, where he had
the satisfaction of finding Intendant Bigot, who
had arrived the day before to hasten the provision-
ing of the army. He had been very useful to him
in organizing the camp at Carillon.

Francois Bigot, whose name personifies all the
shame of the epoch, just as Montcalm’s recalls its
glories, belonged to a distinguished family of the
south of France. His father and his grandfather had
occupied high rank in the magistracy of Bordeaux.
He forced his way at court, thanks to family in-
fluence, particularly to that of his near relative the
Maréchal d’Estrées, and obtained successively the
offices of intendant at Cape Breton and in New
France.

Physically Bigot was a man of small stature, with
red hair and an ugly face covered with pimples. He
had also an ozena, but concealed the effect of it as
much as possible by a continual use of perfumes
and fragrant waters.

The elegant and refined vice of the eighteenth
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formed " his’ morals. Notwithxtmding his
delicate health he was as indefatigable in pleasure-
.eehng as in work. Haughty with his inferiors,
in command, he was conciliatory with
his equals. He was extremely prodigal and an
ungovernable gambler. He had made a little
Versailles of the intendancy at Quebec, where he
imitated the manners of his master—the king.
With all his vices he had the real qualities of
ability, energy, and business experience.
Moutcalm was not ignorant of the great prepara-
tions made by England for the campaign which
was opening. The British parliament had in fact
granted all the assistance which had been asked
of it, in men and in money, to avenge the two dis-
asters which had so profoundly humiliated it in the
preceding year—that of General Braddock at Mon-
ongahels and that of Admiral Byng off the island
of Minorca. It had voted an indemnity of a hundred
and fifteen thousand pounds sterling for the colonies,
had sent from Plymouth to New York two regi-
ments with Generals Abercromby and Webb, and
pumerous transports loaded with tents, munitions
of war, artillery and tools for the works of fortifica-
tion ; and lastly had named governor of Virginia
and general-in-chief of the armies in North America,
an old officer of a very different type to Braddock,
Lord Loudon. The colonies, on their side, had re-
solved to raise ten thousand men to attack Fort St.
Frédéric, and to build a road to Montreal; six thou-
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sand ito secure, Niagara ; three thousand to assault
Fort Duquesne ; and finally two thousand to menace
Quebec by way of the woods in the valley of the
Chaudiére. All these militiamen, added to the regu-
lar troops, formed an army of more than twenty-
five thousand men, that is to say double the number
that could be then got together by Canada. It was
in face of such an armament that Vaudreuil, on the
advice of Montcalm and de Lévis, ventured to take
the offensive. The enterprise would have been more
than rash if he had had to contend with as plucky
soldiers and as able generals as his own.

After having drawn the attention of the enemy
from Fort Carillon by the demonstration made by
him, Montcalm hurried to Frontenac, where three
thousand five hundred men were assembled includ-
ing soldiers of the line, Canadians and Indians.

The expeditionary force crossed the lake, sud-
denly disembarked at Chouaguen (Oswego) and be-
sieged it. It was taken with unprecedented rapidity,
animation and good fortune. Twenty cannon carried
by manual labour were mounted in batteries in a few
hours. The English commander having been cut in
two by a cannon ball the besieged were summoned
to surrender, and given an hour to deliberate.

“The yells of our Indians,” wrote Montcalm to
his mother, * promptly decided them. They yielded
themselves prisoners of war to the number of 1,700,
including eighty officers and two regiments from
England. I have taken from them five flags, three
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military chests full of money, a hundred and twenty-
one pieces of ordnance, including forty-five swivel-
guns, a year's supply of provisions for three thousand
men, and six decked boats carrying from four to
twenty guns each. And as it was necessary in this
expedition to employ the utmost diligence, so that
the Canadians might be sent to harvest their crops,
and be brought back to another frontier, I de-
molished or burned their three forts, and brought
away the artillery, boats, provisions and prisoners.”

Montcalm, who understood the heart of the sol-
diery, resolved to celebrate his victory by a religious
and patriotic demonstration, which would arouse
the enthusiasm of the army. On the moming of
August 20th, 1756, he planted a large cross bearing
these words: “ In hoc signo vincunt.” And near
this cross he planted a pole, upon which were
placed the arms of France with the following de-
vice, which revealed the general’s classical taste :—
« Manibus date bklia plenis.” The troops were called
to arms, and Abbé Piquet, the chaplain of the
expedition, blessed the pious trophy, amid the
beating of drums and the reiterated discharge of
cannon and musketry.

The next day the French flotilla sailed away,
after having saluted a last time the ephemeral
monument of its victory. When the last of the
boats had disappeared behind the angle of the cliff,
the silence of primitive nature, that immense silence
of infinite solitudes, scarcely disturbed by the pas-
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sage of the breezes or the murmur of the waves,
had already invaded the ruins of Oswego.

The fall of this fort, as sudden as it was unex-
pected, had come to the neighbouring colonies as
a thunder clap. General Webb, who was marching
to its relief, even dreaded that Montcalm might
advance from Oswego upon him, and in his fright
he burned the dépéts of supplies along the route,
and as rapidly as he retreated, obstructed the river,
which served as his means of communication, by
throwing a large number of trees into it.

Lord Loudon ordered Winslow, who com-
manded at the head of Lake St. Sacrament, to
abandon all offensive schemes, and to entrench him-
self strongly to keep the French in check. The
effect of this British reverse made itself felt in
England, where it was understood that France had
an able general in Canada.
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CHAPTER 1V

CAMPAIGN OF 1757—TAKING OF WILLIAM
HENRY

HE campaign of 1757 was marked by a daring

achievement, no less remarkable than that of

the preceding year, namely, the siege and the
destruction of Fort William Henry.

Never had the star of France shone so brightly
in the depths of the great American solitudes ; never
was such a variety of tribal people assembled under
its flag; from the Sakis (Sacs), seated on their mats at
the border of Wisconsin, and the Illinois, hunters
of the buffalo, to the Abenakis and the Micmacs,
accustomed to follow the salmon by torchlight and
to spear them with the trusty nigog; from the
Kikapoas of Lake Michigan, still pagans and anthro-
pophagists to the Mohicans and the Chaouenous of
the Blue Mountains.

The emissaries of Onontio,' sent in all directions
during the winter to infuse the spirit of war, had
been well received everywhere, even in the home
of the Five Nations. The warriors, tattooed in
black and vermillion, had lighted the council fire,
smoked the calumet with them, and acccpted their

alliance. The chickikoué, accompanying
the war dance had been heard from one village to

'The Indian name for the governor of Canada.
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another, and the jugglers, squatting in their cabins,
had seen in their visions, numbers of scalps and
prisoners.

The squadron of canoes coming from all points
of the horizon converged towards the fort of
Carillon, which in the month of July presented one
of the strangest and most picturesque scenes that
it is possible to imagine. The total number of these
Indians reached 1,799 warriors, belonging to forty
different tribes. They swelled the effective force of
the army gathered by Montcalm at the fort of
Carillon, to 8,019 men of all branches of the ser-
vice, including regulars and Canadian militia.

The inspection of the advance posts, which
Montcalm made on July 21st, was accompanied
by a characteristic scene which it gave the marquis
pleasure to recall. He had embarked for the Falls
in a canoe paddled by several Indians from the
upper part of the country. During all the journey
a young warrior stood singing in the canoe, accom-
panying his song upon an Indian tambourine. Be-
hind him sat the oldest Indian of the expedition—
Pennahouel, the Nestor of the forest. In his recita-
tive, modulated to a tone which was not lacking in
grace, the young warrior described his last visions :
“The Manitou has appeared to me; he told me
that of all the young men who would follow thee
to the war you will lose none ; they will succeed,
and will cover themselves with glory, and you will
bring them back again to their mat.” Cries of
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applause interrupted him from time to time. The
old chief spoke at last, saying to him in a solemn
tone: “ My son, was I wrong to exhort you to
fast ? If, like the others, you had spent your time
in eating and sacrificing to your appetite, you
would not have secured the favour of the Manitou ;
and here he has sent you happy visions which give
joy to all the warriors.”

The Indian camp resounded day and night with
similar juggleries. They stuck a stick in the ground,
and from the end of it suspended their Manitou: it
might be, for instance, an accoutrement, the skin of
a beast or a dead dog, to which they offered in
sacrifice ends of tobacco, several whiffs of their
pipe, or pieces of meat, which they threw into
the fire. They spent the rest of their time in danc-
ing, in amusing themselves or in bathing. Their
dexterity in swimming and in diving astonished
the whites. “ Sometimes,” writes Parkman, * when
mad with brandy, they grappled and tore each
other with their tecth like wolves. They were con-
tinually ¢ making medicine,’ that is, consulting the
Manitou, to whom they hung up offerings, some-
times a dead dog, and sometimes the belt-cloth
which formed their only garment.”

The manners of the Christian Indians formed
quite a contrast to those of these pagans. Clothed,
generally, with more decency, they were more tract-
able, and held the priests who followed them in great
respect. They were furnished with muskets which
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they used with rare ability, while most of the others
were armed only with arrows, lances or small pikes.

On July 24th, at break of day, four hundred
Indians who had been placed in ambush facing the
islands of the lake, noticed the approach of twenty-
two English barges, bearing three hundred and
fifty militiamen. They threw themselves upon them,
captured twenty vessels, took nearly two hundred
prisoners, and became intoxicated from drinking
the brandy which they found on the barges. The
scenes of carnage and of horror which they then
enacted defy description.

After this success all the Indians wished to re-
turn to their own country, for, said they, to brave
the danger anew, after so successful a stroke, would
be to tempt the Master of Life. In order to prevent
this flight, which might render the expedition abor-
tive, Montcalm called a general meeting of the
Indians. It was held in the middle of the camp.
None of the French officers, accustomed as they
were to operatic scenes and to the enchantments
of the Parisian boulevards, had ever seen a spec-
tacle more theatrical or better calculated to strike
the imagination. Everything contributed to it, the
locality, the personnel, and the proceedings. There,
with its tents pitched in a glade in the midst of
a desert valley, between two chains of mountains,
covered from base to summit with virgin forests,
in all the splendour of their summer foliage, was
the military camp, exhaling, under a Neapolitan
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sky, the noisome odours of the assembled Indians;
there were the smart-looking officers in white uni-
forms and gold lace, with powdered hair under their
plumed hats, who might have been mistaken in
such a place for fops, were it not that they were as
brave as they were elegant ; while all around them,
elbowing them and grazing them with their naked
bodies were the Sakis, the Iowas from the extreme
West and the Mascoutins, eaters of human flesh,
and many besides forming a conglomeration more
like a masquerade than an army. Such were the
actors, such the scene, and the drama to be enacted
was a victory darkened by a bloody tragedy.

While Montcalm addressed the Indians a large
tree happened to fall a few feet from them. The
general, without losing his presence of mind, thus
interpreted the omen : “ That,” cried he, “is how
the English will be overthrown, how the walls of
Fort George will fall. It is the Master of Life who
announces it.”

Lamotte, the chief of the Folles-A voines,accepted
the sugury in the name of the upper tribes, and
Pennahouel, raising himself with solemnity, sup-
posted it in these words :

“ My father, I, who of all the Indians count the
most moons, I thank you in the name of all the
nations, and of my own, for the good words that
you have given us. I approve them. Nobody has
ever spoken better to us than you. It is the Mani-
tou of war who inspires you.”
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After the orators had spoken Montcalm again
addressed the assembly, and raising his collar of six
thousand beads, which he held in his hands, he said :
“By this collar, sacred pledge of the good faith of
my words, symbol of good intelligence and of
strength by the union of the different beads of
which it is composed, I bind you one to the other
in such a manner that none of you are able to
separate from the others, before the defeat of the
English and the destruction of Fort George.”

These words were then repeated by the different
interpreters, and the collar was thrown into the
midst of the assembly.

It was taken up by the orators of the different
nations, who exhorted them to accept it, and
Pennahouel, in presenting it to those of the upper
country said to them:

« A circle is now drawn around you by the great
Onontio, from which none of you can go out. So
long as we remain within it the Master of Life will
be our guide, will inspire us as to what we should
do, and will favour all our enterprises. If any one
leaves before the time, the Master of Life will no
longer answer for the misfortunes which may strike
him ; and which must fall upon himself alone, and
not upon the nations who promise an indissol-
uble union and entire obedience to the will of their
father.”

On the morning of August 8rd the whole army
disembarked in front of Fort William Henry, built
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at the head of Lake George. From this strong posi-
tion the English, by the aid of the fleet which they
had sheltered there, could ascend, by way of Lake
Champlain, to the very doors of Montreal. It was
to dislodge them thence that Montcalm had gone
there on his adventurous expedition. Already, in
the course of the preceding winter, a daring sur-
prise had almost succeeded in giving the mastery
of William Henry to the French. In fifteen or
twenty degrees of frost one thousand five hundred
French, Canadians and Indians had crossed Lakes
Champlain and George on the ice, mamhmg
slxty leagues on snow-shoes, with their provi-
sions on sleds, which, upon good roads, were drawn
by dogs. They slept in the snow on bearskins, with
only a sail for shelter, and arrived at a distance
of a short league from William Henry. When the
Canadian expedition set out on its return the fort
alone remained standing in the midst of smoking
ruins ; two hundred and fifty transport boats, four
brigantines, and all the dependencies had been burnt.
It was necessary now to open the frontier on this
side by destroying the place itself.

When the traveller stops to-day at the head of
Lake George it is with difficulty that he can recog-
nize the site formerly occupied by Fort William
Henry. Of its walls and its ditches there now re-
main only vague undulations of the land. Culti-
vated fields have been cut, here and there, out of the
forest, and graceful villages rise on the border of
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the lake; but the great lines of the horizon have
kept their wild aspect. The beautiful mountains of
Lake St. Sacrament still mirror their plumes of
verdure in its limpid waters. With the return of
August 11th, which witnessed the tragic events
that are about to be described, the promontories
and islands still take on the closing summer tints ;
and when the whistle of the steam engine, which
has replaced the cannon of Montcalm, has ceased
resounding, the dead leaves that the breeze carries
out upon the lake fall in the same silence as that of
other days.

Fort William Henry was situated on the cliff
which dominates the lake. On the right, that is to
say at the south-east, it was defended by an im-
passable marsh ; on the left by the lake, and on
the other two sides by a good palisaded ditch.
These ramparts were formed by a collection of
large pieces of wood, crossed one on the other, and
solidly bound together ; the interstices being filled
with earth and gravel.

At a distance of a cannon shot from the place a
waste space had been made, where the half-burnt
and fallen trees, lying one on the other, together
with their stumps, presented an obstacle such as
was almost unknown in the defence of similar
European places. At the east of the fort an en-
trenched camp had been constructed upon a very
advantageous height commanding the fort itself,
and largely protected by marshes. The entrench-
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ments were made of the trunks of trees placed one
on the other; they were of small extent, but with
many flanks provided with artillery, and could be
lined by the enemy.

The fort and the entrenched camp, which were
connected by a roadway constructed along the
beach, were defended by twenty-nine cannon, three
mortars, a howitzer, seventeen swivel-guns, makmg
in all fifty pieces of artillery, and by a garrison of
two thousand four hundred men, commanded by
Lieutenant-Colonel Monro, of the 85th Regiment
of the English army, a veteran Scotsman of incon-
testable personal bravery, but, as events proved, of
feeble character.

Despite his garrison, and the strong position
which he occupied, Monro was unable to resist
without assistance. At Fort Edward, a few hours’
march nearer to Albany, General Webb com-
manded six thousand men.

From the ramparts of William Henry old com-
mandant Monro listened attentively in that direc-
tion, whence from hour to hour he hoped to
bear the roar of the English general’s cannon.
But in this direction the forest remained silent. A
letter concealed in an empty bullet was found on
a courier killed by a party of Indians. It was
written by Webb to the commandant of William
Henry, and gave him but little hope of succour.
Webb advised him to capitulate before being re-
duced to extremities. Monro was lost. Montcalm
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sent him the intercepted despatch, and with it a
letter in which he urged him not to resist beyond
measure, so as not to excite the fury of the Indians.

The surprise and consternation of the veteran
Scotsman upon receiving from Bougainville the
communication of a message from Webb only a
soldier can imagine.

On August 9th the drums of the fort sounded
a parley ; William Henry had yielded.

Before signing the capitulation the Marquis de
Montcalm summoned the chiefs of all the nations
in council, and asked if they approved of it. They
all consented, and pledged themselves to keep the
young men within bounds. Alas! they promised
more than they were able to do, and the following
day gave to their words a bloody denial.

According to the terms of the capitulation the
garrison abandoned the fort, the camp and all that
they contained, including the provisions and muni-
tions of war. They marched out with the honours
of war and the baggage of both officers and men,
and they also carried their arms with a certain
number of ball cartridges, and took with them a
piece of cannon : this last was conceded by Mont-
calm out of consideration for the English com-
mandant, who had not asked it. The garrison was
to be conducted to Fort Lydius, escorted by a
detachment of French troops, and by the principal
officers and interpreters attached to the Indians.

Before commencing the recital of the frightful
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catastrophe of which he was a witness Captain
Desandrouins made a profession of faith as to his
honesty which deserves to be quoted.

“1 am about,” he said, “to give an account of
this massacre, faithfully and according to my con-
science, and with the utmost impartiality, after
having carefully informed myself from ocular wit-
nesses, as to what occurred beyond my own view.
To change the truth in order to save the honour of
the guilty, no matter who they might be, would
be to become a participant in the crime. I should
be much more inclined to expose the outrage to the
indignation of all honourable men.

“ At daylight on August 11th the evacuation of
the fort commenced. M. de Laas had the column
preceded by a detachment of his escort, and ad-
vised the English to proceed cautiously, and to
keep together without intervals. He stationed him-
sclf at the entrance of the camp to oversee the de-

*“Seeing the column leaving the Indians ran to
watch them. The head of the column squeezed it-
sclf close to the little detachment in front. Those
of the English who had not yet left the camp held
back and appeared to waver. In the meantime a
vacant space was formed, and orders were sent to
the head to slacken its pace.

* The Indians approaching the trouble increased,
and the hesitation which followed emboldened them
30 that they indulged in threatening gestures. The
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English, a little scattered, were only too glad to
abandon their bags or their arms, in order to rejoin
the main body of their column.

“It was still possible to re-establish order, and
the officers of the escort did their utmost with that
end in view. But those Indians who had picked up
anything ran at once with it to the camp, each to
those of his own nation, to show his trophy. The
others, jealous at the idea that they might other-
wise appear in their own country with less of glory
than their brothers, darted off immediately, and ran
tumultuously to endeavour to secure a share of the
spoil ; some of them even raised a war-cry.

“The English then became agitated, and lost
their heads. The British commandant, on the ad-
vice, as he pretends, of an unknown Frenchman,
ordered his men to carry their rifles, butts upwards,
on the ground that the ordinary methods of bear-
ing them appeared menacing, and irritated the
Indians.

* This pusillanimous manceuvre completely killed
the already waning courage of the soldiers, and em-
boldened the Indians, several of whom dared to
seize the guns of the former, making signs to them
to give them up, which they did with every evi-
dence of terror. One Indian, not satisfied with having
secured & gun that was too heavy for him, soon
attempted to exchange it for that of an officer,
which illustrates the rapid progression of insolence
on one side and fear on the other.
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*“ Colonel Monro believed that it was only neces-
sary that the cupidity of these barbarians should be
satiated, in order to put an end to the disorders,
and he ordered his men to cast their bags and
other effects at their feet, adding that the King
of England was powerful enough to compensate
them. Thoee of the English who were within reach
of the escort threw theirs to the French soldiers,
who were weak enough to take them. They might
have done well had they returned them.

“In most of the packages the Indians found
rum and other strong liquors, with which they
became intoxicated. Then they became real tigers
in fury. Tomahawk in hand, they fell mercilessly
upon the English, who, filled with fright, finished
by scattering themselves in all directions, having
finally believed that they had been really sacrificed
by the French.

“ None of them dreamed of saving themselves by
any other means than flight. Our escort, far too
small, protected as many as it could, principally
the officers. But being compelled to maintain its
ranks, in order itself to command respect, it was
only possible for it to shelter those who were with-
in its reach.

* Unfortunately during all this disorder no Cana-
dian officer or interpreter, who usually has some
control over the Indian mind, was to be found. They
had endured considerable fatigue during the siege,
and were all quietly resting.

49




WOLFE AND MONTCALM

“At last'M. de Montcalm, M. de Lévis, and
M. de Bourlamaque were notified. They ran and
gave orders to employ the whole force if it should
be necessary. Interpreters, officers, missionaries,
Canadians, all were set at work, each one striving
his best to save the unfortunate English by snatch-
ing them from the executioners.

“ These last, intoxicated with blood and carnage,
were no longer capable of listening to anybody.
Many killed their prisoners rather than abandon
them ; a great number dragged them to their canoes
and carried them off.

“M. de Montcalm, in despair at his failure to
make any impression on the Indians, bared his
breast and cried :—* Since you are rebellious chil-
dren, who break the promise you made to your
father, and will not listen to what he says, kill him
the first.’

“This extraordinary vehemence on the general’s
part seemed to impress them a little, and they said,
*Our father is angry.’ But the mischief was done.
No comparison can be made of the despair which
now took possession of us at the spectacle of this
butchery! I heard soldiers utter loud cries of in-
dignation.”

Desandrouins not unnaturally expresses his aston-
ishment that the English, who had retained their
arms, whose guns were loaded, and who were more
numerous than the Indians, permitted themselves
to be intimidated and disarmed by them. In addi-
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tion to this they had bayonets at the ends of their
guns and their cartridge boxes were filled. Yet
they made no use of them.

Montcalm and Lévis were not less surprised than
Desandrouins at the pusillanimity of the English.
« It is difficult to understand,” says the chevalier,
“how two thousand three hundred armed men
allowed themselves to be stripped by the Indians,
armed only with lances and tomahawks, without
making the least appearance of defence.”

He adds that the English are not justified in
complaining of the infraction of the terms of capitu-
lation by the Indians, since they gave them brandy
in spite of recommendations to the contrary.

* Several days after the catastrophe,” continues
Desandrouins, “ Colonel Monro and all the officers
and soldiers whom he had been able to assemble,
left in good order, dragging after them the cannon
which belonged to them. Such is the unfortunate
event which I have described as I saw and heard
it without disguising anything.”

Montcalm employed all his troops in the demoli-
tion of the fort and the camp. On August 15th
there remained nothing but a mass of smoking ruins,
of what six days before had been William Henry.

On the night of the sixteenth the last French
boats had left the shore, and disappeared one after
the other in the light mists which the coolness of
the twilight had suspended over the lake. Faint

glimmerings of fire, gradually dying out. marked
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the 'sites’ that “the English fort and camp had
occupied. All sound of war had ceased in this corner
of the land where thousands of men had battled.
The whoops of the Indians and the cries of agony
and despair had been succeeded by the gloomy
silence of the forest, scarcely interrupted by the
sinister cry of some nocturnal bird, or of some tawny
wild beast attracted to the neighbourhood by the
odour of dead bodies.

Thus closed one of the most appalling incidents
of these eventful times. The accounts of the mass-
acre given from the English standpoint do not
minimize Montcalm'’s sense of horror at the out-
rage, but they do not entirely exculpate him and
his officers. The English soldiers were defenceless,
for they were without ammunition and few of them
possessed bayonets. The charges, therefore, of pusil-
lanimity, if we accept this account, are unfounded.
Montcalm, moreover, had witnessed the disorder
which had prevailed in the afternoon, and if he had
followed the dictates of prudence would have had
enough troops at his disposal to repress an outbreak
among the Indians whose natural ferocity had been
intensified by rum.
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CHAPTER V
THE CAMPAIGN OF 1758—BATTLE OF CARILLON

CE | Peace | was the message of both Mont-
calm and Lévis when they wrote to Versailles
on the return of their victorious battalions from
William Henry. It was the cry of an enlightened
patriotism. The proper French poliey would have
been to strengthen the navy, and so consolidate the
whole colonial empire by strengthening the hands
of Montcalm in America and Dupleix in the East.
They were the only generals who were sustaining
the honour of her arms, but France had fallen into
effeminacy, and was working out her own humilia-
tion and decadence. Dupleix had already been
abandoned, and Montcalm was soon to share his
fate.

In his report to the minister at the end of the
campaign he thus summed up the situation:—
“ Hardly any provisions remain, and the people are
reduced to a quarter of a pound of bread. The
soldiers’ rations may have to be still further re-
duced. Little powder and no shoes.”

Famine! What a godsend for Bigot and his
boon companions! What profits they reaped from
their long monopolized stores of corn | But if they
made money they spent it gaily, too. “ Notwith-
tanding the general distress balls and frightful

58



WOLFE AND MONTCALM

gambling,” the indignant Montcalm wrote to his
mother, and Doreil adds, in his despatch to the
minister : — * Notwithstanding the ordinance of
1744, forbidding games of chance in the colonies,
such gambling as would frighten the most con-
firmed and daring players went on in the house of
the intendant until Ash Wednesday. M. Bigot
alone lost more than two hundred thousand
crowns.”

The succour received from France in the spring
of 1758 was a mere mockery, consisting of a small
stock of foodstuffs, and seventy-five recruits. Such
were the conditions under which an enemy that
daily gathered strength was to be confronted.

England prepared to attack Canada at three
points at once. Fourteen thousand men and a
formidable squadron were assigned to the first un-
dertaking. From sixteen to eighteen thousand men
commanded by the new general-in-chief, Aber-
cromby, had orders to invade the country by way
of Lake St. Sacrament, and nine thousand were
let loose upon Ohio.

At Quebec no one dreamed of any such huge
forces, and only the victory at Carillon, where the
victors repulsed an army outnumbering them by
five to one, saved the country.

Montcalm had taken up his position half a mile
in advance of Fort Carillon, on a height which he
had fortified with the trunks of trees which his men
cut down. In front of these entrenchments, which
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OPENING OF THE BATTLE

flanked each other, the fallen trees with their
branches sharpened served as ckevaux de frise. The
little army of French troops of the line and Cana-
dians did not amount in all to more than three
thousand five hundred men, the right being com-
manded by the Chevalier de Lévis, the centre by
Montcalm, and the left by Bourlamaque.

About midday on July 8th the English advance
guard appeared at the skirt of the woods, and opened
fire in skirmishing order. At once the French soldiers
dropped their tools and ran for shelter, and imme-
diately the triple lines of their companions formed
behind the greyish rampart walls, above which
flew the flag of each battalion.

It was the battle’s prologue. All the verge of the
forest, from the right to the extreme left, was thick
with men in blue, while behind them through the
openings in their ranks three columns of red-coats
were seen advancing, together with a fourth, whose
multi-coloured garb proclaimed a Highland regi-
ment. The voices of the officers as they directed
their men’s fire could be heard along the entire
line, and heavy discharges of musketry succeeded
one another uninterruptedly. Still the Frenchmen
never answered, for the bullets from such a dis-
tance hardly reached their shelter, and not one
entered their ranks. From the silence the forts
might almost have been thought abandoned.

On and on came the red-coats and the * kilties,”
marching proudly erect, notwithstanding the ob-
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stacles that beset their way. Once within easy gun-
shot the whole line of the ramparts was hidden by
a cloud of smoke, and three thousand bullets rained
upon the heads of the advancing columns, the en-
tire front ranks of which went down. Still they con-
tinued the fire without flinching, but, while the
greater part of their bullets simply sank into the
tree-trunks, those of the French, aimed with the
greatest precision, mowed down whole lines. « It
was a perfect hell fire,” said an English officer who
came out of the fight unhurt.

Under this shower of lead the columns presently
began to give way, and then, encouraged by their
officers, the men soon reformed, and advanced,
firing as they came. General Abercromby, who
was stationed about a mile and a half to the rear,
had given orders to carry the position at the bayonets’
point, and the men, as much infatuated as their chief,
rushed madly onwards, confident of victory. But
the forest of overturned trees, with their branches
interlaced, made advance well nigh impossible, and
threw their ranks and fire into disorder. The dead
and wounded who fell on all sides made the con-
fusion worse, and the incline leading to the ram-
parts, through which the soldiers could see only
flashes of fire and puffs of smoke which vomited
death, seemed more and more impregnable.

However, the fallen trees which so assisted the
defenders had also their disadvantages, for they

afforded shelter to a swarm of sharpshooters sta-
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tioned on the flanks of the invading army and be-
tween its columns. Better at this kind of work than
the troops of the line, these skirmishers, hidden be-
hind the stumps and the branches, poured in a
murderous fire which thinned the Frenchmen’s
ranks, though the latter retaliated with even more
admirable aim.

Finally the head of one column reached the im-
provised chkevauxr de frise which defended the foot
of the entrenchments, but there the men were
halted by the thousands of sharpened branches,
which they in vain sought to remove from their
way, while from front and right and left they were
riddled with lead. After an hour of such bloody
fighting amidst an incredibly heavy fire the four
columns were thrown back into the border of the
woods.

Abercromby ordered a renewal of the attack, and
the firing was resumed with redoubled fury, while
the lowered bayonets glistened in the sun as the
officers’ cry of “ Forward!” came to the ears of
the French. This time the commanders changed
their tactics. The two columns on the right threw
themselves against the opening guarded by two
companies of volunteers. The two others attacked
the right angle of the position. The shock was
terrible, and the heads of the columns were shaken
under the storm of missiles, without, however,
arvesting those behind, who, trampling the dead
underfoot, fought with true British tenacity. The
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many of them killed within a few feet of the walls,

It was a pity to see them fall, those gallant giants
who, after Culloden, would never have wished to
measure bayonets in Europe with the French.

On their side the Canadians fired with all possi-
ble speed, and with the accuracy of men accus-
tomed to the chase. They alone of the defenders
made several sorties, and driven back to shelter by
a terrific fire they, time and time again, issued there-
from, great gaps in the English ranks marking each
successive attack. It was owing to these sorties
alone, says Pouchot, that the enemy did not dare
to tumn the position by the extreme right, which
they might easily have done «if they had known
the locality and how easily it could be entered.”

The heat was suffocating, and at the beginning
of the engagement the Marquis de Montcalm took
off his uniform, smilingly remarking to his soldiers,
“We will have a warm time of it to-day, my
friends.”

The scene of carnage was indescribable. Inside
the defenders’ lines the whole line of the ramparts
was strewn with dead and wounded. Outside, all
round the walls, the bodies lay by hundreds in
masses more or less compact according to the fierce-
ness of the fighting. Some lay across the fallen
trees, while others were caught in their branches.
Many still writhed in the pains of their dying
agony. Disordered columns moved to right and
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left, seeking a vulnerable point of attack amidst
the thunders of the firearms, the whistling of bullets,
the sharp commands of the officers, and the impre-
cations of the soldiers as they advanced or retired
amongst the impenetrable mass of leaves and
branches.

However, the day had already begun to decline,
and the sun was just about to disappear behind the
mountains, set in a sky as pure and calm as that in
which it had arisen. The peaceful light of its slant-
ing rays as they fell upon the field of Carillon
seemed to be a voiceless protest against the scenes
of horror taking place. General Abercromby finally
arrived upon the field of battle furious at his men’s
repeated checks. Before acknowledging himself
beaten he would make a supreme and final effort,
so gathering together the two columns on his left
he threw them against the right angle of the en-
trenchments, while the two on the right he hurled
at the foot of the ravine which runs along the La-
chute River, and which overlooked the opening
guarded by the French volunteers. No previous
attack had been made with such impetuosity and
desperation.

Notwithstanding their enormous losses the enemy
seemed to multiply, and struggled to cross the
barrier of lead which stopped their progress. Mont-
calm, bareheaded, with his face inflamed, and fire
in his eye, personally superintended the defence
of the threatened spot, and exposed himself to the
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same dangers that his troops had to face. Lévis,
always unmoved, although balls had twice pierced
his hat, seconded his efforts with that good judg-
ment which was to make him the future hero of
Ste. Foy.

The moment was a critical one. Suddenly from
the extreme right came the cry, En avant Cana-
diens! It was de Lévis who had ordered the sortie
of the band now fully seven hundred strong owing
to recently arrived reinforcements. A swarm of
woodsmen issue from the fortifications, and spread
amidst the timber and along the fringe of the woods,
their gallant officers at their head. From their posi-
tion in the plain they direct their fire upon the
flank of the column skirting the side of the hill,
from which it threatens the fort. These Canadians,
seasoned and skilful hunters, do not waste a single
bullet and create gaps in the ranks of the enemy
which, however, are soon filled up. But the fire be-
comes so murderous that the column inclines some-
what towards the right in order to escape it, and
moves more towards the centre. All efforts, though,
are useless, and enveloped in front, and on the right
and left by the storm of lead the column is finally
flung back upon the forest’s edge. This sortie of the
colonials was decisive, and it was undoubtedly the
accuracy of their fire from the advantageous posi-
tions which they gained by their successive sorties,
as well as the terror which they, like the Indians,
inspired in this kind of warfare, in which they had
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no equals, that prevented the enemy from making
a direct attack upon the open plain they occupied.

About six o'clock one last attack was made, but
it was as fruitless as its predecessors, and from that
bour until half-past seven, only an intermittent
rifle fire ensued to cover up the retreat of the Eng-
lish forces. The French troops slept along the ram-
parts with their guns by their sides fearing the
enemy's return, but, panic-stricken, the latter hastily
embarked, even leaving some of their wounded by
the lskeside. They acknowledged a loss of one
thousand nine hundred and forty-four men. The
French lost one hundred and four killed and two
hundred and forty-eight wounded.

On the moming of the twelfth the French army
drawn up on the plain sang the hymn of victory
sccompanied by the sound of bands, drums and
eannon. A large cross, planted by order of Mont-
calm, bore this inscription, which he composed him-
self, and below he wrote the French translation
which follows it :—

“Quid dux ? quid miles ? quid strata ingentia ligna?
En signum | en victor ! Deus hic, Deus ipse triumphat |”

* Chrétien | 00 ne fut point Montcalm et sa prudence,
Ces arbres renversés, ces héros, lours exploits,
Qui des Anglais confus ont brisé 1'espérance ;
C'est 1o bras de ton Dieu vainqueur sur cette croix.”

Time has not respected this ephemeral monu-
ment, and the fort itself is dismantled, but the
name of Carillon is indelibly inscribed in the annals
of Canadian history.
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The campaign of 1758 finished in November,
when the French retreated from the Ohio valley.
The little French-Canadian army nobly defended its
entire frontier from Louisbourg to Duquesne, but,
crushed by numbers, its two wings had been driven
in. The centre alone was able to resist by means of
prodigies of valour and unhoped-for good fortune.
All of the three gates by which the English could
penetrate into Canada were open to them. The
small forts of Carillon and Niagara, left to them-
selves, could not hold out for more than a few days
against the masses coming against them. Only the
very centre of the colony could hold out any
longer, and this was alone possible by concentrat-
ing about Quebec all the forces of the country.
Montcalm and Vaudreuil, separated as they were
by an inveterate hatred, agreed on one point at
least and cried out for peace as the only means of
saving the colony. So desperate, indeed, did the
situation seem to them that they mutually decided
to send at express speed to Versailles in the en-
deavour to awaken the king and his ministers from
their stupor, if this were possible, and make them
understand that if help were not sent, as the Marquis
de Vaudreuil demanded, the colony was lost. Bou-
gainville was chosen for the mission, and Doreil, the
commissioner of war, who was called to France
on family business, was instructed to support the
representations before the court. However, notwith-
standing their most urgent solicitations, neither one
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nor the other could obtain the slightest effective
help.

In view of the distress prevailing in Canada
the meagre provisions accompanying the recruits
brought by Bougainville amounted to next to noth-
ing. The twenty-three ships which arrived at Quebec
had brought out a bare third of what had been
asked for. Still, « trifles are precious to those who
have nothing,” as Montcalm replied to the governor.
In conclusion he added, with prophetic courage, * I
shall entirely devote myself towards saving this un-
fortunate country, and if necessary will die in the
attempt.” The governor expressed himself in the
same manner, and sent word to court to the effect
that the entire colony was ready to die facing the
foe. In this he simply told the truth, for despite
the vices of his administration he was immensely
popular amongst the Canadians, and could get
what he liked from them. In fact he was, with
some reason, looked upon as father of the people.
It was generally known that he alone of all the
governors had always championed the colonists’
cause, and this fact was largely responsible for his
incurring the animosity of the army.

The bishop and his clergy, whose influence was
the predominating one, were of the same opinion.
He and Mgr. de Pontbriand joined their voices
together in calling the people to arms, all the
Aabitants being ordered to hold themselves in
readiness to march on short notice with their arms
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and six days’ food. One officer alone, out of each
company, was to remain at home with the aged,
young and sick.
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CHAPTER VI
WOLFE

BRUARY 16th, 1759, which was character-

ized by one of those heavy fogs so prevalent
in London at that time of year, found General
Wolfe at the residence of William Pitt, who had
confided to his direction the expedition about to
set out to besiege Quebec. It was the eve of his
departure, and Pitt had summoned him to dinner,
together with but one other guest—Lord Temple.
Towards the end of the evening the future con-
queror of Quebec, doubtless carried away by his
own thoughts, the great interests at stake, and the
presence of the two great statesmen, gave vent to
his natural impetuosity, and though he seems to
bave been very abstemious in his libations during
the repast, indulged in some singular bravado. He
rose, drew his sword, struck the table with the butt,
and as he walked about the room he brandished the
weapon, proclaiming aloud the deeds it would accom-
plish. The two ministers were dumbfounded by an
outbreak so unlooked for in a man of common sense.
When Wolfe had left, and the sound of his carriage
wheels had died away in the distance, Pitt's high
opinion of the youthful general seemed to be for
the moment disturbed, and lifting his hands and
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eyes'to the sky he cred to Lord Temple : “ Great
God, to think that I have committed the fate of
my country and my ministry into such hands !

Lord Mahon, who reports the incident in his
History of England, states that he leamnt of it from
his relative, Lord Grenville, a mild and kindly man,
to whom Lord Temple himself related it. This out-
break, adds the historian, confirms the testimony of
Wolfe himself, who acknowledged that he did not
appear to advantage in the matters of every-day
life. At times his very excessive timidity caused
him to fall into the other extreme, and so, con-
cludes Mahon, we must excuse a momentary out-
burst which may so well go hand in hand with the
truest ability and merit.

It may have been some rumour of this incident
which caused the Duke of Newcastle to say in the
presence of George 111 that Pitt's new general was
a mad fool “If he is mad,” answered the aged
king, “I hope that he will bite some of my
generals.”

James Wolfe was born on January 2nd, 1727, at
W esterham, Kent, of a family which originally came
from Limerick. From infancy he manifested so
decided a taste for military life that when thirteen
years of age he embarked with his father, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Wolfe, on the expedition which was
decimated before Carthagena. However, before the
fleet sailed, an illness, due to his delicate constitution,
obliged him to return to his mother. Such a feeble
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state of health one might have expected would give
him a tendency towards a life of peace, but his
young ambition had been fired by the tales of his
father, who had gained his rank in the armies of
Marlborough and Prince Eugene, and his dreams
were merely those of military glory. At sixteen
years of age he took part in his first campaign in
Flanders. He was then a tall but thin young man,
apparently weak for the trials of war. Moreover, he
was decidedly ugly, with red hair and a receding
forehead and chin, which made his profile seem to
be an obtuse angle, with the point at the end of his
nose. His pale, transparent skin was easily flushed,
and became fiery red when engaged in conversation
or in action. Nothing about him bespoke the soldier
save a firm-set mouth and eyes of azure blue, which
flashed and gleamed. With it all, though, he had
about his person and his manner a sympathetic
quality which attracted people to him.

In his last portraits he is represented as wearing
a square-cut, scarlet coat, after the English style,
while the rolled-back collar shows the lacework of
his shirt. His knotted hair falls down between his
shoulders, and he wears a three-cornered, gold-laced
bat. On his feet are gaiters, and a sword is in his
belt, while on his arm he bears a band of crépe, for
at the time he was in mourning for his father. He
is also similarly represented in the wooden statue,
made shortly after his death, which stood for many
years at the corner of Palace Hill and John Street,
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in Quebec, but which has now found a resting-place
in the rooms of the Literary and Historical Society
of that city.

With his talents, and his devotion to his chosen
career Wolfe’s promotion could not be other than
rapid. He took part in the victory of Dettingen,
where he distinguished himself by his bravery and
coolness, and was next day made adjutant and then
lieutenant, being raised to the rank of captain in the
ensuing campaign.

From the continent he crossed to Scotland, and
was present at the battle of Culloden. Some his-
torians represent him as there appearing in a most

imous réle to the disparagement of his
general. The Duke of Cumberland, they relate,
while crossing the field of battle with him noticed
a Highlander who, notwithstanding the severe
nature of his wounds, raised himself upon his elbow
and met the duke’s gaze with a smile of defiance.
« Kill that insolent good-for-nothing who dares to
look at us with scorn,” the latter is reported to
have said to Wolfe, who answered :—

“Your Highness has my commission; it is in
your hands, but I can never consent to become an
executioner.” At twenty-three years of age he was
a lieutenant-colonel, and the study of Latin, French,
and mathematics occupied all his leisure. About
this time, too, he had a love trouble which he tried
to drown in a round of dissipation, but debauchery
was foreign to his nature, and he soon forswore it.

68



AT THE FRENCH COURT

Stationed at Inverness, then a centre of disaffec-
tion, amidst a recently conquered population which
was still restless beneath the yoke, and struggling
against the most wretched ill-health he succeeded
in forgetting his discouragement and winning the
good-will of every one, even of the Highlanders.
He had an inexhaustible supply of humour and good
spirits, and with them he was accustomed to say a
man can overcome all obstacles. However, he found
the five years spent amongst the Scottish mountains
long, for he feared that he would grow rusty in the
intellectual void surrounding him.

The winter of 1758 found him in Paris in the
midst of a world, the refinement of which could
not but attract him. He fairly revelled in it, fre-
quented the court, and was presented to the king,
paying homage to the Crown, whose choicest jewel
was 50 soon to fall by his sword. Madame de Pom-
padour from the height of her gilded shame deigned
to smile upon him. “I was fortunate enough,” he
writes, “to be placed near her for some time. She
is extremely pretty, and I should judge from her
conversation that she possesses much wit and intelli-

Wolfe, for the moment, became a courtier. Be-
tween his courses in equitation and French he took
dancing lessons, and was just flattering himself that
be had fairly well mastered the intricacies of the
minuet, according to his professor, when a peremp-
tory order, which he had barely time to curse,
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called him 'back to England. He thus lost the op-
portunity of seeing the various armies of Europe, as
he had intended, before his return, but he made
up for the loss by study.

At the beginning of the Seven Years’ War his
lucky star led him before Rochefort, where his bril-
liancy dazzled the chiefs of the expedition, and thus
his military fortunes began.

The command which the prime minister, Pitt,
confided to him, in connection with the Louisbourg
expedition, was little to his taste. He even dreaded
the task, anticipating from it more difficulty than
glory, as well as an outcome fatal to himself. More-
over, being a wretched sailor, his always uncertain
health almost completely collapsed at sea. Prema-
ture infirmities bade fair to cut short his earthly
existence, and he would have liked to enjoy for at
least a few years the joys of home which he had
never known, and of family life, towards which he
had strong inclinations. He was fond of children,
and had fallen in love with Miss Lowther, daughter
of an ex-governor of the Barbadoes. The height of
his ambition was to live by her and watch their
children grow up in a snug little cottage in some
such retired and peaceful country seat as his native
Westerham, but when he abandoned the soil of
Rurope he felt that he had bidden farewell to all
thewe cherished dreams.

« Reing of the profession of arms,” he wrote from
Riackhoath while preparing to sail, « I would ask
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all occasions to serve, and therefore have thrown
myself in the way of the American war; though I
know that the very passage threatens my life, and
that my constitution must be utterly ruined and
undone, and this from no motive either of avarice
or ambition.” Writing to his mother he says : « All
I hope is that I may be ready at all times to meet
that fate which no one can avoid, and to die with
grace and honour when my hour has come, whether
it be soon or late.”

Captain Knox, who saw Wolfe for the first time
at Halifax, detected in the youthful brigadier an
Achilles. Impetuous and irascible, his weak constitu-
tion often allowed him to be carried away by out-
bursts of passion. His temperament was Celtic rather
than Saxon. He was liberal in his ideas, more de-
voted to his country than to his ambition, and a
model of filial piety. Friendships, which he readily
formed, he well knew how to retain. He was ever a
slave to duty, a stern disciplinarian, and a soldier
before all else, and consequently beloved both by
officers and by rank and file. Such, in outline, was
Wolfe’s character.

Not long after the capture of Louisbourg in 1758,
at which he distinguished himself, Wolfe went to
Bath, there to restore his very uncertain health. « 1
have got in the square,” he wrote to his father, “to
be more at leisure, more in the air, and nearer the
country. The women are not remarkable, nor the
men neither ; however, 2 man must be very hard

71



WOLFE AND MONTCALM

to please if he does not find some that will suit
him.” He, however, speedily acquired a liking for
his residence at Bath, and there seems to have re-
newed his intimacy with Miss Catherine Lowther,
to whom he offered his hand, and was accepted.
She gave him her portrait, which he took with him
to America, carrying it on his person until the eve
of his death.

But the hours which he devoted to sentiment
did not in any way interfere with the young officer’s
attention to military matters. A few days before
the incident mentioned he wrote to his friend, -
Lieutenant-Colonel Rickson, a letter which showed
his real feelings concerning the late expedition.

“I do not reckon,” he said, “ that we have been
fortunate this year in America. Our force was so
superior to the enemy’s that we might hope for

ter success. It seems to me to have been no
very difficult matter to have obliged the Marquis
de Montcalm to have laid down his arms, and, con-
sequently, to have given up all Canada. . . .
Amongst ourselves, be it said, that our attempt to
land where we did was rash and injudicious, our
success unexpected (by me) and undeserved. There
was no prodigious exertion of courage in the affair;
an officer and thirty men would have made it im-
possible to get ashore where we did. Our proceed-
ings in other respects were as slow and tedious as
this undertaking was ill-advised and desperate ; but
r your private information only. We lost
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time at the siege, still more after the siege, and
blnnde:edﬁomthebegmmngtotheendofthe
campaign. . . . I have this day signified to
Mr. Pitt that he may dispose of my slight carcass
as he pleases, and that I am ready for any under-
taking within the reach and compass of my skill
and cunning. I am in a very bad condition both
with the gravel and rheumatism, but 1 had much
rather die than decline any kind of service that
offers. If I followed my own taste it would lead me
into Germany. . . . However, it is not our
part to choose, but to obey.”

What would Wolfe have thought if, while blam-
ing the fortunate error committed at Louisbourg,
be had been told that he himself would only take
Quebec by similar means? The House of Com-
mons passed votes of thanks to Admiral Boscawen
and General Amherst, but did not mention Wolfe
because he was only second in command. How-
ever, Pitt soon afterwards, as has been related,
confided to him the expedition which he was pre-
paring against Quebec, and raised him to the rank
of brigadier.

Wolfe's last few days in England were passed in
preparations for his departure and in filial duties. His
father, a war-worn septuagenarian, and his mother,
whose health had always been uncertain, caused
him much anxiety, and he, in tumn, caused them
equal uneasiness. Each felt how small were the
chances of their being reunited, and this feeling
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gave to their adieux the sadness almost of a death-
bed farewell. ““ All that I ask,” he said, “is that I
may be ready at all times to meet with a steady
eye the fate which no man can avoid, and to die
with good grace and honour when my hour has
come.” His prayer was answered beyond his wildest
expectations.

Wolfe was to have under him three brigadiers—
Monckton, Townshend and Murray, all older than
himself, though still in the prime of life. Pitt had
allowed him to choose all his own officers, except
Townshend, who, by scheming, was appointed,
whether Wolfe would or not. He was a haughty,
pretentious, jeering nobleman, who passed most of
his time in caricaturing his superiors. He was brave
and talented, and possessed other good qualities,
but was always ranged on the side of the malcon-
tents. Walpole, in his memoirs on the reign of
George III, claims that he did all in his power
to overthrow Wolfe’s plans. Monckton and Murray
were very different characters. Monckton, who was
broad-minded, straightforward and modest, was re-
cognized as a perfect gentleman, but unfortunately
played a sad part in the expulsion of the Acadians
in 1755. James Murray gained Wolfe’s admiration
and friendship by his valour and activity at the
siege of Louisbourg. He became the second English
governor of Canada, and his highest praises are sung
by the French-Canadians, by whom his name has
always been held dear notwithstanding the diffi-
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culties of the time during which he governed them.
Another of Wolfe's friends—his chief-of-staff—
Lieutenant-Colonel Carleton—was destined in after
years to have his name written in golden letters on
the annals of this country. Guy Carleton, afterwards
Lord Dorchester, so gained the love of the French-
Canadians and governed them with such wisdom
and prudence that at four different times England
named him governor of Canada.

During the evening of February 17th, 1759, the
admiral’s ship, Neptune, which left Spithead that
day after the English fleet, sailed along the coast of
England, and on the bridge stood Wolfe, endeavour-
ing to forget the seasickness, which had already be-
gun to haunt him, by watching the lanterns on the
distant ships light up as they appeared on the
borizon. This vast force of twenty-two line-of-battle
ships, five frigates, and nineteen other vessels, was
under the command of an invalid officer, thirty-two
years old, whose genius Pitt alone had discerned.

The fleet’s destination was Louisbourg, but on its
arrival off Cape Breton the roadstead was found to
be shut in by great ice-fields, which obliged Admiral
Saunders to seek a temporary refuge at Halifax.
Two other fleets had left England a few days pre-
viously. One, that of Admiral Holmes, was en
route for New York, whence it was to convey re-
inforcements to Louishourg. The other, Admiral
Durell’'s, was to cruise off the entrance of the St.
Lawrence, in order to cut off any aid which might
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be sent out from France. Admiral Saunders’s fleet
only succeeded in making Louisbourg harbour in
the middle of May. Wolfe had scarcely landed
when he learned of his father’s death.

“1 am exceedingly sorry,” he wrote to his uncle,
“it so fell out that I had it not in my power to
assist him in his illness, and to relieve my mother
in her distress; and the more as her relations are
not affectionate, and you are too far off to give her
help.”

Further on in the letter, where Wolfe outlined
his plan of attack on Quebec, there is evidence that
he did not foresee the resistance that he was to
meet, although a few days before he had written
to Pitt that “in Canada every man is a soldier.”

“ We are ordered,” he wntes, * to attack Quebee
—a very nice operation. The army consists of nine
thousand men ; in England it is called twelve thou-
sand. We have ten battalions, three companies of
grenadiers, some marines (if the admiral can spare
them), and six new-raised companies of North
American Rangers—not complete, and the worst
soldiers in the universe. The regular troops of Canada
consist of eight battalions of old Foot—about four
hundred a battalion—and forty companies of marines
(or colony troops), forty men a company. They can
gather together eight thousand or ten thousand
Canadians, and perhaps one thousand Indians. As
they are attacked by the side of Montreal by an
enemy of twelve thousand fighting men they must
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necessarily divide their forces; but, as the loss of
the capital implies the loss of the colony, their chief
attention will naturally be there, and, therefore, 1
reckon we may find at Quebec six battalions, some
companies of marines, four or five thousand Cana-
dians, and some Indians ; altogether, not much in-
ferior to their enemy.

* The town of Quebec is poorly fortified, but the
ground round about it is rocky. To invest the place,
and cut off all communication with the colony, it
will be necessary to encamp with our right to the
river St. Lawrence, and our left to the river St
Charles. From the river St. Charles to Beauport
the communication must be kept open by strong
entrenched posts and redoubts. The enemy can
pass that river at low water; and it will be proper
to establish ourselves with small entrenched posts
from Pointe Lévis to La Chauditre. It is the
business of our naval force to be masters of the
river, both above and below the town. If I find that
the enemy is strong, audacious, and well com-
manded, I shall proceed with the utinost caution
and circumspection, giving Amherst time to use
his superiority. If they are timid, weak, and ig-
norant, we shall push them with more vivacity,
that we may be able before the summer is gone to
assist the commander-in-chief. I reckon we shall
have a smart action at the passage of the river St.
Charles unless we can steal a detachment up the river
St. Lawrence, and land them three, four, five miles,
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ar maore. anove 1e wwn. and et time to entrench
so strngly Dar <1ev won't care ‘o attack ”

Cancmous Hes demined che feet at
but inaily. on Jine dth. the Iast of the
wmedmmm&mﬁidontdthhlbom
the troops dawn 1p an the decks eansed the diffs
to echo agam with their cheers. while the officers,
in advanee. “ Brizsh eclours on every French fort,
pu't.andgmn.«\m
fzm:hsnﬁmknnkunthgﬁectbythespudof
canvas which appesred upon the hortzon, and before
nightfall the host of skips, with their wings extended
like those of descend'rg vuliures, had doubled Cap
des Rosiers.

The advance guard, composed of ten of Admiral
Durell's vessels, had just dropped anchor in La
Eboulements. Durell had captured only three war
vessels and a few cargoes of provisions.

On board was a French pilot, belonging to an
old and honourable Canadian family, whose name
is now branded as that of a traitor. Jean Denis de
Vitré was captured at sea, and, if his testimony is
to be believed, was obliged, under pain of death, to
guide the fleet. Moreover, he was not the only one
who found himself under this dire necessity, for the
admiral, when he entered the harbour, hoisted the
French flag, and showed the signal used in calling
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for pilots. The latter at once launched their skiffs,
and only realized their mistakes when, upon board-
ing the ships, they were made prisoners. According
to a legend, which had no origin save in the imagina-
tion of the English, a missionary, who was near
one of the look-out stations, was transported with
joy when he imagined that it was the French fleet
that approached, but fell dead on the spot from
disappointment when he recognized the English
flag at the masthead.

At seven o'clock, on May 22nd, Montcalm went
to his place of lodging on Rampart Street, worn out
with a march of nearly two hundred miles made at
one stretch, and angry at Vaudreuil, who had de-
tained him at Montreal, sorely against his will,
until the arrival of the last despatches from the
court. He at once had a conference with the inten-
dant, the result of which was that he found abso-
lutely nothing in readiness.

Ever since the autumn of 1757 Montcalm had,
in anticipation of a siege, been inspecting the sur-
roundings of Quebec, on both sides of the river, as
far down as Cap Tourmente, for the city’s fortifica-
tions afforded practically no protection. “ Its situa-
tion,” he said, ““should have inspired any engineer
other than M. de Lery with the means of making an
exceedingly strong place of it ; but it seems that he
bas, although spending immense sums of money,
devoted himself to destroying the advantages with
which nature had, with such prodigality, supplied it.”
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The ramperts overlooking the plain were formed
“aaly of a2 very weak wall,” without either parapets
or a single cannom which could command the plain
There had not even been any attempt at protecting
it by outworks. Montcalm’s plan then was to pre-
which scemed to him to be accessible, vix, the
Beauport shore.

Herxe the northern bank of the river stretches in
a gentle slope, intersected on the right by the river
St. Charles, and on the left by the Montmorency
River and Falls. Upon this incline he resolved to
form an entrenched camp, and mass his troops.

Vaodreuil had written to the minister in about
the same sense on the preceding April 1st:—*1
will dispose my troops according to the number I
opposing the enemy's landing on the Island of Or-
leans, or, if I am reduced to so doing, awaiting
them from the Montmorency River to Quebec, and
from Quebec to the Carrouge River.

*Whatever the English may attempt I flatter my-
self that the worth of my troops, the colonists’ per-
sonal interests, their attachment to the king, the
number of Indians we will have, all these forces
combined will render the conquest of the colony
exceedingly difficult, if not impossible.”

On May 8th, of the same year, Vaudreuil added :
—* However sad and critical our position may be
I have no less confidence in my ability to face the
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enemy on all sides, in so far as our means permit.
The zeal with which I am animated in the king’s
service will enable me to overcome the greatest
obstacles. I am taking the best possible measures
for the enemy’s reception, at whatsoever point he
may choose to attack us.

“ Permit me, my lord, to beg you to assure His
Majesty that, no matter to what hard extremity I
may be driven, my zeal will be as ardent as it is
indefatigable, and that I will do all in my power to
prevent any progress on the part of the enemy, or
st least to make it extremely dearly bought.”

If Vaudreuil did not show in the face of the
enemy the resolution which animated him in his
council chamber, he at least expressed that of the
entire colony. The day after his arrival Montcalm
called together, at the intendant’s palace, all the
captains of the frigates and warships, with the
officers of the port. At their head was Captain
Vsuquelin, the hero of Louisbourg, who was as able
in the council room as he was intrepid in combat.
There, also, was the old captain known to every-
one as bonkomme Pellegrin—a trifle deaf but still
active and possessed of consummate experience, who
had piloted the squadron which brought out Mont-
calm and his troops. It was to this old and ex-
perienced sailor that the officers confided the mes-
sages for their families at home, and through him
they received their replies.

In response to the first demand made by the
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general the council unanimously decided to place
three hundred sailors at the disposal of the engineers,
to work on the defences along the St. Charles River.
Captain Duclos undertook the construction of a
floating battery, and vessels which were each to
carry one gun. This little fleet was to be manned
by one thousand four hundred sailors.

It was proposed to close the straightest channel,
the Traverse, between the Island of Orleans and
Ile Madame, by sinking ten of the largest ships,
and to build batteries in this neighbourhood, one at
Cap Tourmente and the other at Cap Bralé, but
neither project was carried out because Captain
Pelletier, being sent a few days later to take sound-
ings in the Traverse, found it much wider than re-
ported. '

The same day Montcalm wrote to the Chevalier
de Lévis :—* We have just learned from the cap-
tains of two merchant-men that they saw at Saint
Barnabé six or seven vessels, probably the advance
guard of the English fleet. However, no signals were
made, and we have no formal notice, which prevents
me from moving my battalions because we must be
saving in our food supply. However, have them in
readiness, for in less than twenty-four hours you
may have another courier instructing you to put
them on the move. M. Rigaud will kindly put in
readiness the Canadians whom M. de Vaudreuil
intends for the defence of this point. I am sending
marching orders for Languedoc’s battalion.
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I expect that M. de Vaudreuil has already left.
If you will kindly communicate to him the contents
of this letter.”

Vaudreuil was already on the march, and de Lévis
was very shortly to follow him. That very midnight
the entire right bank of the St. Lawrence was illu-
minated from cape to cape as far as Quebec, which
replied by the signals previously agreed upon. A
courier sent from Baie St. Paul at the same time
told of the arrival of the English vanguard at the
anchorage of Ile-aux-Coudres.

Then the last doubts vanished. Previous to that
time the optimists, such as are always to be found,
had flattered themselves that the English fleet could
not overcome the difficulties presented by the navi-
gation of the river. Within their own memories
Admiral Walker’s squadron had been lost upon the
rocks of Sept Iles. All the women, their souls all
devotion, besieged the churches, the religious orders
were continually engaged in prayer, and pilgrimages
and processions went to Notre Dame des Victoires,
and all to obtain this special favour. But finally came
such evidence as no one could longer doubt.

Feverish agitation and activity took possession of
the city and the country, whence the people flocked,
all armed, towards the capital. A final note from
Montcalm found Lévis on his way to Quebec:
—* I have still less time, my dear chevalier,” he
wrote, * for writing since the arrival of the Marquis
de Vaudreuil, for 1 have to allow him to play the
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role of general.' I act as secretary and major for
him, and greatly long to have you with us and to
greet you.”

It was the first time that Vaudreuil had taken his
place in the army beside Montcalm, whose position
became all the more irritating by reason of his recent
promotion to the rank of lieutenant-general. The
governor had no such high rank, and yet Montcalm
had to hand over the generalship to him. This divi-
sion of the generalship was, as has been seen, an
inherent vice of the colonial system, which was re-
peated in the civil relations of the governor and the
intendant. It had contributed to many conflicts, and
threatened fatal results. In the final crisis the court
could see no way out of the difficulty. Montcalm
had strong claims by reason of his victories, and
Vaudreuil had equal ones owing to his influence
with the colonists. To replace the former would
mean, in all probability, the loss of the colony,
while the recall of the second might entail the dis-
affection of the Canadians, whom the king felt
ashamed to abandon after having required so much
at their hands. By giving Montcalm the full manage-
ment of the military operations, and Vaudreuil the
right to be consulted, he thought that he had found
a way of conciliating both, but he really had only
brought the discord to a culminating point.

As the troops arrived they were camped behind
the General Hospital, on the right bank of the St.
Charles River, where they were employed on the
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completion of this line of defence which was to
serve as a means of retreat for the army should it
be forced from the Beauport defences. Colonel de
Bougainville went forward with the companies of
grenadiers placed under his orders, and placed
them en échelon along the left bank of the St.
Charles, as far as the Beauport brook, to work at
the entrenching of the camp. The workers were
daily increased by the arrival of the members of the
militia, who turned out in greater numbers than
any one had dared to hope. Among them were even
old men of eighty, and children of twelve and
thirteen, who did not wish to claim the exemption
to which they were entitled by their age.

Montcalm felt a keen sense of relief when he
pressed the hand of his dear friend de Lévis—
such was his confidence in his military ability, and
his presence rendered that of Vaudreuil much less
exasperating.

Moreover de Lévis was always on good terms with
the governor, and with much tact and prudence
lessened the friction between the two enemies.
From the time that he arrived, he and Montcalm
were almost always out together. Mounted, and
followed by Pontleroy and some other engineering
officers, they traversed the entire shore to the Falls
of Montmorency, and fixed the locations for the
redoubts and batteries.

M. Jacquot de Fiedmont undertook the fortifica-
tion of the approaches to the bridges over the St.
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Charles, and another engineer, M. de Caire, a recent
arrival from France, looked after the works along
this river. Two other bridges were built at its mouth
and fortified, while on two sunken ships at this spot
were built two batteries of ten guns each. Finally
the mouth of the river was closed by a stout boom.
The intendant’s palace was surrounded by a double
row of palisades, and the wharf opposite it was
armed with several field-guns. Around the base of
the cliff were four great batteries, looked after by
the Chevalier de Bernetz, named second in com-
mand of the town. Some of these batteries over-
looked the roadstead and others the stream of the
river. All buildings which might be in danger of fire
were razed, and the openings of the houses below
the cliff were closed, while all streets leading to the
Upper Town except Palace Hill were barricaded.
Starting from this latter point the summit of the
cliff, whose fortifications were not complete, was
crowned by embattled palisades two or three feet
thick, running from below the gate to the Lower
Town, and the various batteries were repaired or
furnished with new guns. Two barbette batteries
defended the approach to the Lower Town, and the
bishop abandoned his palace that it might be used
for a redoubt.

During this time the lines of the entrenched
camp on the Beauport side rose as though by magic.
« Never,” says Captain de Foligné, «did works go
up more rapidly, so that our generals soon had the
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satisfaction of seeing themselves in a position to
receive the enemy.”

Captain Duclos received the command of the
floating battery,* Le Diable,” which he had designed.
It was hexagonal in shape, and drew only three or
four feet of water, although it mounted twelve
heavy calibre cannon. Eight fireships, and one
hundred and twenty rafts, laden with combustibles,
were also to be let loose upon the enemy’s fleet as
soon as it appeared within the harbour. The ships
laden with provisions were ordered to Three Rivers,
whence the army was to draw its provisions, and
the two frigates moored at L’Anse des Meéres, half
a league above Quebec, were to prevent all attacks
upon them. M. de la Rochebeaucour also formed
a cavalry corps of two hundred men to go to the
assistance of the points which were most pressed.
Montcalm, who, notwithstanding his numberless
other occupations, found time either to write or
dictate his journal, included in it such biting reflec-
tions as this :—* Vehicles are lacking for work upon
the fortifications, but not for carrying materials for
making a casemate for Madame de Péan. No matter
how tragic the end of all this may and probably will
be, one cannot help laughing.”

Concerning Vaudreuil’s first visit to the entrenched
camp he ironically remarks:—* The Marquis de
Vaudreuil, governor-general, and therefore general
of the army, has made his first visit of inspection ;
youth has to inform itself. As he had never seen
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either a camp or military works it was all as new as
amusing to him. He asked some singular questions,
such as might be put by a blind man who had just
received his sight.”

A new source of discord had sprung up since the
sharp reprimand addressed to the intendant by
Minister Berryer. Bigot felt that he had been be-
trayed by Bougainville, and let the latter’s friends
as well as himself feel the weight of his wrath. The
council was the principal scene of these animosities,
and such violent altercations broke out that it was
frequently found necessary to adjourn the meeting.
Montcalm complains of it to Lévis in these words :
—*1 was in the town yesterday, and beheld the
council in an indecent tumult. On the part of the
navy there is a general outcry against Le Mercier,
and great impatience for his batteries, to which the
whole army is subordinated.”

The intendant and the commissary of stores, Cadet,
took up their headquarters at Beauport, whence
they provisioned the army. The people were then
reduced to two ounces of bread a day, and many of
them did not even get that, while whole families
died of want. High society, however, did not live
any the less luxuriously on this account, and Cadet
had grain thrown to thousands of fowls destined
for his own table and those of his friends.

Admiral Durell found Ile-aux-Coudres deserted,
for by Vaudreuil’s orders the people had abandoned
it when the English sails appeared, and had retired to
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the woods of Baie St. Paul. He consequently estab-
lished a camp on its cultivated heights, and landed
there some of his troops, to rest them after the
fatigues of the voyage across. They soon fancied
themselves secure, and the officers amused them-
selves by hunting, and riding about on the horses
left on the island. Three Canadian officers, MM.
de la Naudi¢re, Des Riviéres and de Niverville had,
however, gone down from Quebec to Baie St. Paul
with one hundred and fifty militiamen, one hundred
Abenakis, and a few pieces of artillery to prevent
a landing there, and, aided by the people of the
place, they built trenches and mounted batteries at
the mouth of the Gouffre River. Thence parties of
militiamen and Indians guided by the islanders fre-
quently crossed over under cover of night to harass
the invaders and take a few prisoners. On the north
side of the island is a rugged promontory called Cap
a la Branche, at the base of which passes a straight
road bathed by the waters of the river. A few island-
ers commanded by one of themselves, Francois
Savard, a man as active as he was brave and in-
telligent, ambushed themselves by this road behind
a curtain of great cedars, and waited until they be-
held the approach of two officers, one of whom bore
on his saddle a young lad. As they passed the am-
buscade a volley brought down both horses, and all
three were made prisoners before they knew what
had taken place. Great was the surprise of Savard
and his associates when they learnt that one of the
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officers ' was the grandson of Admiral Durell. Cap-
tain Des Riviéres, who was with the captors, accom-
panied him to Quebec, where de Vaudreuil treated
him with the utmost consideration until he was
later on exchanged with other prisoners.

An inspection of the Island of Orleans made
by de Bougainville and Pontleroy having shown
the impossibility of defending it successfully, the
inhabitants were ordered to evacuate it also, and
M. de Courtemanche, with five hundred Canadians
and a party of Indians went down to prepare an
ambuscade and attempt to capture a few prisoners.
Frequent north-east winds had favoured the pro-
gress of the English fleet, and on June 23dd it
anchored below the lofty mountains of Baie St
Paul. Admiral Saunders then began the sounding
of the dangerous Traverse channel, reported to be
unnavigable by big warships, whence the French
had removed the buoys, besides destroying the land-
marks on the shores.

“ At three o'clock in the afternoon of the 25th,”
adds Knox, “a French pilot was put on board of
each transport, and the man who fell to the Good-
will's lot gasconaded at a most extravagant rate,
and gave us to understand it was much against his
inclination that he had become an English pilot.
The poor fellow assumed great latitude in his con-
versation ; said he made no doubt that some of
the fleet would return to England ; but they should
have a dismal tale to carry with them ; for Canada
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would be the grave of the whole army, and he ex-
pected, in a short time, to see the walls of Quebec
ornamented with English scalps. Had it not been
in obedience to the admiral, who gave orders that
he should not be ill-used, he would certainly have
been thrown overboard.” The Traverse was navi-
gsted without accident.

« At the Island of Orleans,” continues Knox, ¢ we
are presented with a view of a clear, open country,
with villages and churches innumerable, which last,
as also their houses, being all white-limed on the
outsides, gives them a neat, elegant appearance
from our ships.”

As Captain Knox advanced his admiration be-
came more lively, and when, on June 26th, the
Goodwill cast anchor before the parish of St.
Laurent he wrote in his note-book :—

“ Here we are entertained with a most agreeable
prospect of a delightful country on every side;
windmills, water-mills, churches, chapels, and com-
pact farm-houses, all built with stone, and covered,
some with wood and others with straw. The lands
appear to be everywhere well cultivated, and, with
the help of my glass, I can discern that they are
sowed with flax, wheat, barley, pease, etc., and the
grounds are enclosed with wooden pales. The
weather to-day is agreeably warm ; a light fog
sometimes hangs over the Highlands, but in the
river we have a fine clear air. Where we now ride
the tide does not run above six knots an hour, and
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we have good anchorage ; the rest of our fleet are
working up, and, by the situation of affairs, I am
inclined to think we are happily arrived at the place,
that, to all appearance, will be the theatre of our
future operations. In the curve of the river, while
we were under sail, we had a transient view of a
stupendous natural curiosity, called the water-fall
of Montmorency, of which I hope, before the close
of the campaign, to be able to give a satisfactory
relation.”

The ambuscade of M. de Courtemanche at the
lower end of the Island of Orleans did not have the
success expected, for notwithstanding his warnings
the Indians showed themselves too soon, and con-
sequently only one barge, with a few prisoners,
was taken.

At sunset on the twenty-sixth Lieutenant Meech,
with forty Rangers, made the first reconnaissance
of the island. Believing it deserted he imprudently
entered a woods where he fell upon a party of
Canadians, engaged, as he believed, in making a
cache. They were, however, in reality de Courte-
manche’s rear guard, left to keep a lookout, and
they almost surrounded the landing party. Meech
had barely time to throw himself with his party
into a house, and barricade it, without daring
to stop and pick up one of his men, who was
struck down by a ball. Fhe army landed without
opposition, and the first camp was pitched on a
plateau a little below the St. Laurent church. Knox,
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with some brother officers, profited by their first
leisure moment to visit the church. « A neat build-
ing,” he says, * with a steeple and spire.” The orna-
ments had all been carried away, except some paint-
ings of no value. The curé of the parish, before
leaving, had affixed to the door a letter addressed
to “ The worthy officers of the British army.” He
begged them, in the name of humanity and their
well-known generosity, to protect his church as well
as the presbytery and its outbuildings, if not out of
consideration for him at least for the love of God,
and out of compassion for the unfortunate homeless
parishioners. “I would have been glad,” he added,
“had you arrived sooner so that you might have
tasted the vegetables, such as asparagus, radishes,
etc., which my garden produces, but which have
now run to seed.” The curé closed his letter with
what Knox calls the “ frothy compliments peculiar
to the French.”

The next day was as clear as the preceding one,
and at sunrise Wolfe took with him his chief en-
gineer, Mackellar, and with an escort of light troops
went up the river as far as the upper end of the
Island of Orleans, where he landed. His first im-
pression of the scene before him we have not in
writing, but it is not hard to guess what it was. He
had before him one of the finest views and one of
the best chosen strategical positions in all North
America ; on his right the river and falls of Mont-
morency forming a natural line of defence; on his
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left the rugged heights of Lévis; in front of him,
three miles distant, projecting like the prow of an
immense ship, was the promontory of Quebec,
commanding either shore. He could distinguish
perfectly the lines of the entrenched camp run-
ning in zig-zags with its batteries and redans,
from the top of Montmorency down to the St
Charles ; and behind this first line, all along the
hillside, stood the double row of pretty white-washed
houses bordering the roadway. He did not know
yet that the group of tents on his extreme right
was the camp of his cleverest opponent, the Cheva-
lier de Lévis, with the best regular troops, and
those famous woodsmen from Montreal whom the
soldiers feared almost as much as they did the
Indians ; that in the centre of this slope the seig-
niorial manor of de Salaberry, surrounded by a
multitude of tents, was the headquarters of Mont-
calm, and that further on near La Canardiére was de
Bougainville’s quarters, which Vaudreuil was soon
to occupy. All along this slope he saw the white
lines of the French regulars, and those of the co-
lonial troops, who were taking up their respective
positions. At the entrance to the St. Charles River
he beheld the confused lines of the fortified bridges,
and in the distance down the valley the steeple of
the General Hospital was barely visible. With the
aid of the plan of Quebec unrolled before him he
could locate the principal city buildings, whose
spires and roofings crowned the ramparts—the
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seminary and Hoétel-Dieu at the edge of the cliff’;
the cathedral, the Jesuits’ college, and the Ursuline
and Récollet monasteries, standing in the centre in
the form of an irregular quadrilateral ; and on the left
could be seen the profile of the Chiteau St. Louis
crowning the precipice. The two great groves of
trees arising from among the roofs indicated the
gardens of the seminary and the college.

Along the palisaded crests of the mountain
were ranged the batteries of the Chiteau St.
Louis, the seminary and the hospital ; and below,
extending their mouths to the water’s edge, were
the St. Charles, Dauphine, Royal, and Construc-
tion batteries. But what he could not see from
where he stood, as Cape Diamond hid them from
his sight, were the two chains of sharp cut rock, be-
tween which, for many leagues, the river wends its
way. But without seeing them he knew by the most
positive reports that on the north shore as far as
Cap Rouge, three leagues higher up, the cliff was
practically insurmountable, that at the few points
where it was accessible it could be defended with
ease by a small force, and that beyond that the Cap
Rouge River, with its lofty banks, formed no less
difficult an obstacle than did the Montmorency.
This locality then would not enter into his plan of
attack save as a last resort to which he would only
turn when all other means had been vainly ex-
hausted.

In his letter to his uncle, written from Louis-
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boarg. he had worked on two hypotheses. Either
be wocid £2d Lis enemy andacious or he would find
him t=id As a matter of fact he found him to be
neither: the French general was evidently deter-
mined. but he was also as prudent as he was firm,
and trusted notking to chance. He awaited him be-
hind kis ramperts. and would dispute the ground
foot by foot ; in a word, he would stretch out the
length of the siege as far as possible, and wait until
the invader had either exhansted his forces or been
driven away by winter's approach. Wolfe had
imagined that he would be able to land without
much resistance on the Beauport shore, which he
then hoped to hold by a system of fortifications such
as be had employed at Louisbourg. He had sup-
posed that the only serious opposition he would
have to meet would be in the passage over the St.
Charles, but here at one stroke he saw his base of

ions thrown back to more than two leagues
from the city. and below the Montmorency River,
the difficulties of which he saw at a glance.

When he had carefully examined the formidable
positions occupied by his enemy, and had recog-
nized all the obstacles which nature had accumu-
lated against him, and those which skilful generals
had added and would still add to them, a feeling of
defiance took possession of him. He understood at
last that at a distance he had not fully taken into
account the difficulties which he had to face.

If at least the twelve thousand men who were
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advancing against Carillon had been commanded
by as enterprising a general as himself he could
have hoped to make a timely junction with them.
This would have been his best chance of success,
but he knew Ambherst’s character only too well. He
had suffered too much from his slowness, before and
after the siege of Louisbourg, even to hope that he
would move at more than a snail's pace, and he
foresaw that the campaign would be over before that
general had come down the Richelieu. This was the
more apparent because the policy of prudence and
temporizing adopted by Montcalm showed in ad-
vance the course which Bourlamaque would pursue.
This first inspection then served to disillusion him
and overturn his plans, and, as if nature wished to
reflect the clouds which hung in his thoughts, the
sky, which was so fair at sunrise, became darkened.
A storm formed above Cape Diamond, spread over
both banks of the river and burst in the afternoon
with a torrent of rain, heavy thunder, and a wind
which made the vessels of the fleet drag their
anchors, many of the transports, boats, and barges
being thrown upon the shore and smashed to atoms.
Happily for the British enemy this tempest vanished
as quickly as it had appeared, and gave place to a
calm clear night.

The same quiet reigned the following night, when
the lookouts on the various English ships reported
to their commanders that they saw several black
bodies gliding down the river, and increasing in
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size 'as"they' 'approached with the current. Seven
fireships had, in short, been launched under the
direction of a young ship’s officer named de Louche
—=a boastful, inexperienced youth, who had forced
the acceptance of his services against the wishes of
the engineers. Montcalm with some of his principal
officers stationed himself near the Beauport church
to watch the effect.

He had little confidence in the scheme, and said
in his journal :—* Our dear fireships ! The epithet is
indeed appropriate, for they cost us from fifteen to

thousand francs. . . Itis to be hoped
that they will have a better effect on the English
fleet than the tempest had.”

De Louche was seized with terror, amounting to
a panic, before he had reached the middle of the
roadstead, and caused the torch to be applied to the
fireships almost at once. Only one was coolly man-
aged and burnt to some purpose. The brave officer
who had charge of it, M. Dubois de la Milletiére,
could not escape from amidst the blazing boats
which surrounded him, and perished with all of his
men. Some of the fireships went ashore at the Island
of Orleans ; the others were stopped by the English
sailors, who caught them with their grappling irons,
and towed them to the beach, where they burnt
themselves out, casting a lurid glare over the en-
trenched camp, the anchorage, and even as far as
the cape at Quebec.

Captain Knox, who saw these infernal machines
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approach from his ship, says that nothing could be
more extraordinary than their terrible, and at the
same time, magnificent appearance. Cannon loaded
with grape shot, which together with a great quan-
tity of grenades and other projectiles had been placed
on board, exploded with such rage that the senti-
nels placed at the end of the island were terror-
stricken, and fell back upon their camp spreading
the alarm. The light regiments were advanced, and
the regiments of the line stood to arms and were
ordered to load.

“The night,” Knox continues, * was serene and
calm, there was no light but what the stars pro-
duced, and this was eclipsed by the blaze of the
floating fires, issuing from all parts, and running
almost as quick as thought up the masts and rig-
ging ; add to this the solemnity of the sable night,
still more obscured by the profuse clouds of smoke,
with the firing of the cannon, the bursting of the
grenades, and the crackling of the other combusti-
bles; all which reverberating through the air, and the
adjacent woods, together with the sonorous shouts
and frequent repetitions of 44s well, from our gal-
lant seamen on the water, afforded a scene, I think,
infinitely superior to any adequate description.”

Among the French there was as much indigna-
tion as disappointment. “ De Louche,” Montcalm
observes, “complains that the intendant and Le
Mercier forced them to leave before they were quite
resdy. . . . . One of the eaptains said :—
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‘ Gentlamen, we have acted like cowards. There is
still one fireship left. Let us wipe out our shame
by cither success or death.” One only accepted the
proposition ; the others were silent.”

Wolfe, seeing that he had to abandon all idea of
the south bank of the river whence he could at least
approach Quebee. With regard to the force with
which Montcalm could oppose him there, he knew
absolutely nothing, but it did not seem to him that
it could be large, for he had not noticed either forti-
fications, or works of any kind on this side, nor was
there any evidence of the presence of troops.

There may still be seen to-day opposite St. Lau-
rent, the little church of Beaumont, preserved just
as it was at the time of the siege of Qucbee. At five
pm. on June 29th the light infantry, the rangers,
one regiment of the kine, and a body of Highlanders
had been fexried over from the Island of Orleans to
thesouthd)ae,andhadhkmposaxionofthe
resistance. The tide being too low the remainder of
the brigade detailed to carry out this operation
under Manckton's orders could not cross, and spent
the night upon the beach shivering with cold, for
the heat of the day had been succeeded by so sharp
a north wind that there was frost in many places.

At seven o'clock in the moming, while the light
troops were engaged in a skirmish with a party of
Canadians, whom they drove back to the shelter of
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the woods, Monckton landed with his troops, and
mounted the straight path, bordered with brush-
wood, which led to the church, where his first care
was to affix to the door a proclamation drawn up
by General Wolfe. It was a very able appeal ad-
dressed to the Canadians. After having mentioned
the irresistible forces which he had led into the
very heart of their country, to which were to be
added those advancing by way of Lake Champlain,
he told them that England had no quarrel with
any one but France ; that she was not making war
upon the industrious people of Canada, nor upon
their religion and defenceless women and children ;
that the Aabitants might remain upon their lands
and re-occupy their houses without fear ; that in
return for this inestimable benefit he hoped that the
people would not mix themselves up in a conflict
which was merely one between the two Crowns,
failing which they would sce their harvests and their
houses destroyed and their churches profaned by
the enraged soldiery; and that the only avenue
whence help could come to them was closed by
a formidable fleet, so that when winter came they
would be exposed to all the horrors of famine. He
concluded by saying that France, powerlcss to assist
Canada, had deserted her cause, and that the troops
which she sent out were maintained only by laying
upon the colonists all the burden of an unbridled
and lawless oppression.

What Wolfe said was only too true, but never-
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theless not a Canadian spoke of surrender. They no
longer considered their sacrifices in their obstinate
attachment to the mother country which had long
since lost all compassion for them.

In spite of Wolfe’s declaration that he wished to
conduct the war in civilized fashion his rangers
sometimes got out of hand, exasperated by the
atrocities of the Indians and of the coureurs de bois
in Indian garb. This practice was mitigated, if not
checked, by an order from Wolfe forbidding  The
inhuman practice of scalping, except when the
enemy are Indians, or Canadians dressed like In-
dians.® Vaudreuil in his despatches to Versailles
during 1756 had made frequent mention of scalp-
ing as a recognized and even necessary custom.

The party of Canadians who remained on the
watch in the edge of the woods came down to the
church as soon as the English had gone, tore down
the proclamation, and sent it by one of their men
tu the Marquis de Vaudreuil.

About noon the attention of the French officers
wtatiied at the Beauport camp was drawn to a
wweiient wpon the heights of Lévis. A long
wwwwiy in the middle of which the scarlet-clad
wynlwe were readily distinguished, came along the
vt road and marched towards the Lévis
v, while the little puffs of white smoke along
U pevett hillsides showed that it was being harassed
w Canadian sharpshooters. They were a party of
way Wandsien who, after having dodged the steps

e




DE LEVIS CHURCH ATTACKED

of the column for two hours, had taken up a position
at the foot of the wooded rock which overlooks the
St. Joseph de Lévis Church. De Vaudreuil, being
informed that seven or eight hundred Englishmen
had landed, had consulted Montcalm and sent
to the little party’s assistance under Dufils Charest,
three hundred Canadians and sailors, with about
forty Abenakis and Ottawa Indians. This small
band fought from three to six o'clock in the
afternoon, with a valour that called forth the ad-
miration of both the English and the townsmen,
who had crowded to the ramparts to see the en-
t.

The church and presbytery which served as re-
doubts were taken and retaken several times, and
at the end of the fight Monckton ordered the High-
landers to enter the woods on the hillside while the
light infantry made a détour, and he himself in per-
son attacked the church and presbytery.

*“ Our people,” says Captain de Foligné, who had
witnessed the fight, “ had the upper band, and ob-
liged the enemy to leave the field to them, when
the Indians took about a dozen scalps, having already
made one prisoner.”

M. Dufils Charest, not wishing to lose the fruits
of this victory, called together the Indians, who
were always ready to go off after an initial success,
and asked them to remain with him and his band.
He proposed to send five or six of them to the
governor with the prisoner, to ask for a reinforce-
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ment of one thousand men. with whom he could
force the English to re-embark, and the Indians,
having none of their men either killed or wounded,
consented. Unfortunately for the French however,
the prisoner, when brought to Quebec, declared
that the Beauport side was to be attacked during
the night, and it was therefore judged unwise to
send away any of the garrison, says Montcalm. This
gave the English time to learn something about the
place and to fortify themselves in such a fashion
that they could not be di

The Marquis de Montcalm, who had in the morn-
ing gone to the city to advise the governor to adopt
the course already pursued at Pointe Lévis an-
nounced on his return that the camp was to be at-
tacked between ten o’clock and midnight. M. Duclos
moored his floating battery *Le Diable” broad-
side on at the mouth of the Beauport River, and
word was sent to de Lévis to fall back a little to-
wards the centre. “ The Canadians,” says one writer,
“ manned the trenches opposite their camp and ex-
tended to the right, our troops took the centre, and
the remainder of the Canadians supported them on
the left in Beauport ravine, while the mounted troops
remained in the yard at La Canardiére, to be in
readiness in case of need. The Marquis de Mont-
calm, with de Bougainville, and his aides-de-camp,
including M. de Caire, the engineer, went over the
entire line. I spent the night at the battery at La
Canardi¢re with Le Mercier. The troops in vain
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awaited the coming of the English, and at day-
break they were called in.” At this moment there
was an alarm in the Canadian camp, and firing be-
came general along the line as it was believed that
the camp was attacked. This fusilade over, the troops
returned to their tents, and all was quiet, while our
authority continues: “ I got to bed at seven o’clock
with a fever which prevented me from tracing out
the St. Louis battery as I had promised the Che-
valier de Lévis that I would.” Montcalm himself
took only a very few hours’ rest, for he feared an
immediate attack, and was not yet satisfied with
his preparations. He found that his little army was
very much scattered over the two long leagues
covered by his line of defence, for only after some
hesitation had he given way to the urgent request
of de Lévis, and prolonged the entrenchments be-
yond the Beauport River, and right up to the Mont-
morency Falls. Theright wing, formed of the Quebee
and Three Rivers militia, under de St. Ours and
de Bonne, extended from the St. Charles to La
Canardiére; the centre composed of the batta-
lions from La Sarre, Languedoc, Béarn, Guyenne,
and Royal-Roussillon, under Brigadier Senezergues,
stretched from La Canardiére to the Beauportchurch;
and on the left the Montreal militia under Prud-
bomme and Herbin stretched to the Montmor-
ency River.

Aftter a fresh inspection the general began to fear
that an attack on his centre might force it, and cut
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off his line of retreat. From the Royal-Roussillon
camp he wrote the same evening to de Lévis:—
“ Since leaving you, my dear Chevalier, I have been
racing hither and thither on horseback, and am be-
ginning to become alarmed at our position, I beg
you to think it over without an obstinate predilec-
tion for your first opinion.” He then went on to
discuss the chances of an attack upon the centre or
one of the wings as follows:—“ How do you ex-
pect us to guard the great space between the Royal-
Roussillon and La Sarre regiments? The Languedoe
and Béarn regiments are too far apart ; if possible
let us bring them closer together, even if they have
to camp in the wheat, and place them by half batta-
lions if necessary. I would like to strengthen my
line from La Canardiére to Beauport, and would
hope with two thousand Montrealers to hold the
left, which I would not reinforce. I am writing from
Poulariex’ quarters without, however, mentioning
the matter to any one else, so that you may have
time to sleep over it as you well suggest.”
Montcalm then gave as follows the exact number
of the troops at his command :—* Five battalions,
two thousand nine hundred; Three Rivers, one
thousand one hundred ; Montreal, three thousand
eight hundred ; Quebec (at the outside), three thou-
sand ; a total of ten thousand eight hundred men.”
And he continues: “ And with this force we have
a winding line of four or five leagues to guard;
think over this picture this evening. . .
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“ I am sure that to-morrow when you take up your
pen even you will be alarmed at the extent to be
guarded. We have indeed little cloth from which
to cut our coat. I write to you frankly, but will
willingly defer to your advice. Let us, however, try
to be of only one mind, my dear Chevalier, for
friendship and a common interest should lead us to
do so0.”

Montcalm st this time had no idea that his
enemy was quite as fearful of attacking his position
as he himself was of having it attacked. Wolfe,
however, had more soldiers and seamen to lead
against the French general than the latter had at
his disposal, including both his regulars and militia,
The former had nine thousand regular troops, while
the latter had only two thousand nine hundred, odds
of three to one. Against seven thousand nine hundred
militia the English general had an even greater
number of sailors armed with every weapon, while
many of the Canadians had only hunting-guns with-
out bayonets. Only five hundred or six hundred
Indians in all had mustered at Quebec.

While Monckton was fortifying himself at Lévis,
four skiffs containing cannon left the Beauport
shore, and came to within half range of the shore
as if to land their men. Captains Cannon and Le
Sege, who were in command, hid the guns by
grouping men around them, and waited until the
English troops were drawn up on the shore to
receive them when they opened on them with grape
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feacure of al the border wars of the period, and
e Cican’an woodsmmn have been charged with
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viced af the sizmi of the rangers retuming from
from their belxs and fxrbade the inhuman practice
as already stated except when they met Indians or
Canadians dressed as Indians. This order, however,
did not wholly deter them, and they continued to
scalp indiscriminately.

In the moming Wolfe ordered Carleton to estab-
lish a fortified camp at the west end of the Island
of Orleans, and himself, with a new body of troops,
landed en route for Pointe Lévis, advancing until
opposite the town. Captain Knox, who was present,
was no less struck by the appearance of Cape Dia-
mond than was his general. “ We had,” he says, “a
most agreeable view of the city of Quebec. The
river here is only a mile wide, and washes the foot
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of the promontory which from no other side appears
so formidable.”

Wolfe saw before him the chéiteau of the governers
of New France, with which were linked so many of
the important events in the history of America.
Thence went forth the impulse which sent La Salle
to the mouth of the Mississippi, d’'Iberville to Hud-
son Bay, and La Vérendrye to the Rocky Moun-
tains. There Frontenac gave to the envoy of Ad-
miral Phipps his famous answer: “Go, tell your
master that I will answer him by the mouths of
my cannon.”

To his right the English general looked down
upon the Beauport camp, where he saw the entire
French force engaged on the completion of en-
trenchments that were infinitely more formidable
than the breastwork of fallen trees, from behind
which Montcalm, with a handful of men, had at
Carillon repulsed Abercromby’s army the previous
year. From the colours of their uniforms he judged
that about one-fifth of the soldiers belonged to the
regular army. All the openings of the houses at
Beauport were barrieaded and loopholed for mus-
ketry, forming an uninterrupted line along the road,
and the curtain of trees which fringed the Mont-
morency, and which he could now easily distin-
guish, seemed to make the passage of this river
more impracticable than ever, so that after this ex-
amination he hesitated even more than before about
attacking Beauport. But how was he to divert atten-
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the Gryecne baiislon into a reserve corps, which
was to be in reaiiness to work either to right or
left, as the occasioa demanded, between the Beau-
port brook and the St. Charles River. The army
passed the nizhts in the trenches, and the marquis
was astonished at the activity of the Chevalier de
Lévis, who, being robust and younger than himself,
stood the fatigue and night-watches without seem-

ing to notice them.
“You are fortunate,” he wrote, ““in being inde-
fatigable. That is always forthebest. . . . Be-

fore you retire I should be glad to learsn what your
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news is. What you do, my dear Chevalier, is always
well done. If your vigilance alone could save the
country all would be well, but more than this is

necessary.

The English fleet which on its arrival stretched
in two long lines between the Island of Orleans and
the south shore came closer each day, and was now
anchored at the entrance to the harbour. Captain
Knox, who always had a keen sense of the pictur-
esque side of things, was lost in admiration of it,
and declared that it presented a magnificent appear-
ance upon the river. The impression it produced
upon the Canadians was very different. To them it
had the appearance of a dark cloud foreboding a
tempest, for from these floating caverns poured
forth hordes of strangers and engines of war which
would spread death and destruction amongst them.
General Wolfe’s apparent indecision kept the
French generals in a constant state of uncertainty,
which, for the moment, was their principal source
of embarrassment.

Soon many vessels,surrounded by barges, anchored
broadside on near the Falls by daylight, and bom-
barded the camp of the Chevalier de Lévis, but the
floating battery anchored at the shore, reinforced by
the gunboats, replied with such vigour that they
promptly moved to a distance. At sunset the
barges laden with troops went down the river by
the Island of Orleans, and it was generally believed
that a sham attack was being made on that side in
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order to permit a surprise on the right wing of the
camp. During the night, however; about three
thousand of the brigades of Townshend and Murray
crossed the Island of Orleans, and took possession
of the left bank of the Montmorency, where they
began to erect fortifications. From this position,
overlooking the right bank, they could trouble the
camp of the Chevalier de Lévis, but Montcalm,
contrary to the advice of Vaudreuil, did not deem
it wise to send a large detachment to dislodge them.
On July 7th he had sent M. de Lapause to inspect
the fords, and especially the winter one, and erect
demi-bastions at them. These were guarded by the
brave Captain de Repentigny with his eleven hun-
dred chosen Canadians.

Four hundred Indians, mostly Ottawas, com-
manded by M. de Langlade, with a few Canadians,
crossed these fords, and, clubs in hand, threw them-
selves on a detachment of four hundred men who
were protecting the men working at the English
camp. The howls of the band so terrified the soldiers
that they fell back in disorder upon the main body,
having lost eighty or one hundred men killed and
wounded. Being in turn repulsed by superior num-
bers the Indians lost about fifteen warriors, and
thereupon immediately killed five prisoners who
were in their hands. They returned exhausted with
thirty-six scalps. This action, which occurred on
July 9th, must not be confused with a similar
engagement of July 26th, in which Wolfe’s re-
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connaissance in force upon the Falls of Montmor-
ency narrowly escaped disaster at the hands of
Langlade and his Indians.

The Quebec batteries had so little effect upon
the works at Pointe Lévis that Montcalm, who was
beginning to fear a powder famine, ordered the
firing to cease. Thereupon the townspeople, whose
alarm was great at the prospect of seeing their
city bombarded and reduced to ashes, murmured
loudly against the generals who were doing nothing
to dislodge the enemy, and several of the principal
men held a meeting and decided to send a deputa-
tion to the Beauport camp. M. Daine, the lieu-
tenant of police, on behalf of the people, and M.
Taché, on behalf of the merchants, were sent, and
asked that the citizens be allowed to cross the river
and destroy the Lévis batteries—an operation which
Montcalm had just recommended.

The expedition was composed of a collection of
burghers of every age and condition, without either
discipline or knowledge of military affairs. Its ranks
even included seminary pupils, who formed a picket
of thirty men, and were nick-named “Royal-Syntax”
by the wags. In a word it embraced every element
whose presence was likely to contribute to a dis-
aster, and to their number were added one hundred
volunteers from the La Sarre and Languedoc bat-
talions and a few Indians. The expedition, number-
ing one thousand five hundred in all, left on the
evening of July 12th under M. Dumas, one of the
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best ' colonial ‘officers, to whom fell the dangerous
bonour of the command, and marched up to Sillery,
where a fleet of boats, which was in readiness, con-
veyed them over to the east side of the Etchemin
River. Leaving fifty men to guard the boats Dumas
started his men on the march in two columns, the
night being of an inky darkness. Halting at the
house of one Bourassa, a short distance from the
English camp, he sent forward some Indian and
Canadian scouts, who found the country deserted.
Then the detachment again moved forward, but
the guides having lost their bearings a halt was
made to discover their whereabouts. Just at this
time, as good luck would have it, some eighty resi-
dents of Pointe Lévis arrived, and gave M. Dumas
the required information. The advance guard was
again about to proceed, when it was seen in the
darkness by the other column, which was advancing
along a fence and took it for the enemy. A panic
at once ensued, and all broke the ranks and fled.
At this critical moment a volley from the party of
students routed both parties, and against the dis-
order which ensued the efforts of M. Dumas and
his officers were unavailing, the whole crowd rush-
ing in headlong flight for the boats. Two more
vulleys, fired during the descent of the cliff, killed
two men and wounded three, and when M. Dumas
arrived at the shore two-thirds of the party were
already in the boats, and ready to push off. It re-
quired all his powers of persuasion to induce them
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to disembark and recover some semblance of order,
and then he roundly scored them, but thought it
unwise to retrace their steps, as the firing might
have aroused the English. Moreover day was at
band, and about eight o'clock the expedition re-
turned to the town covered with shame and con-
fusion. This exploit was nick-named * The school-
children’s feat.”

The incident was the signal for a general exodus
from the town. Most of the families fled to the
country, while the others were huddled along the
ramparts to the westward or among the suburbs, out
of the range of bombs and bullets. The streets be-
came blocked with vehicles laden with furniture,
etc., of which the houses were being emptied, and
Palace Gate was soon unable to give passage to
all the traffic so that the St. John and St. Louis
Gates had to be opened. In the Lower Town, and
the more exposed parts of the Upper Town only
the garrison and the men occupied in conveying the
water supply were left. The Ursulines and the
hospital nuns left their convents under the charge
of a few sisters, and took refuge in the General
Hospital. The powder was withdrawn from the
magazines, and stored at Ste. Foy.

A few balls and bombs had already been thrown
into the town, and at a signal from the admiral’s
ship, given at nine p.m., the mortars and cannon
from the Pointe Lévis batteries began to fire to-
gether. The bombs were all directed at the Upper
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Town,) especially at those spots where the biggest
buildings stood, and where the roofs were most closely
clustered together. Considerable damage was done
during the first night, over three hundred bombs
and fireballs being thrown within twenty-four hours.
The murderous hail of fire and metal only ceased
when the unfortunate city was no longer anything
but a mass of ashes and ruins. The cathedral, a great
part of the Upper Town, and all the Lower Town fell
a prey to the flames, it being possible to count the
houses which escaped undamaged. Several persons
were killed, and the citizens, most of whom were
ruined by this bombardment, which was as cruel asit
was useless, watched with despair the clouds of fire
and smoke which rose above the ramparts.

The next day Montcalm wrote in his journal the
following :—* M. de Pontleroy, keenly alive to the
needs of the unfortunates, opened all the posterns
for the women and children, and his great regret,
like mine, was our inability to supply so many poor
wretches with bread.

Queque ipse miserrima vidi
Et quorum pars magna fui!”

The left wing of the French army was in a most
disquieting position from the moment the English
became solidly entrenched on the opposite side of
the Montmorency. The two camps were only sepa-
mted by the narrow channel of the river, which,
after having formed the rapids of the Natural Steps,
throws itself over a precipice over two hundred
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and fifty feet high, whence, with painful slowness,
it pours towards the St. Lawrence, its waters appa-
rently stunned by the immensity of their fall. The
two rocks divided by its snow-white sheet, from the
foot of which rises a constant cloud of mist dis-
playing in its centre a multi-coloured rainbow, re-
cede from each other till they form a large basin
which runs to the edge of the beach, and is fordable
for many hours at low tide. The rival armies
situated within hailing distance of one another were
sheltered by great demi-bastions, whence the oppo-
sing sharpshooters exchanged shots across the river,
and every day some were killed or wounded. Mont-
calm felt himself called upon to calm the enthu-
siasm of his men, and in writing to de Lévis said :—
“ We must try to make our Indians, soldiers, and
Canadians do less firing. While we may kill some of
the enemy we have to mourn many of our own
men."” Several batteries erected at intervals on both
shores hurled bombs, balls, and grenades at one
another.

Captain Knox who, after his first glimpse of the
Falls had promised himself the pleasure of a closer
inspection, and of writing a description of them,
found himself near them one bright clear day when
he could see them in all their beauty. If the brave
Scot had had combined with his lively imagina-
tion the classical turn of mind of Montcalm or de
Bougninville he would have compared it to the
snow-white mantle of a Naiad. He could not resist

117



WOLFE AND MONTCALM

the temptation to takein the vision of all its beauty,
and as he imprudently exposed himself while doing
so, the nearby sentinel uttered a warning for him to
get under cover if he did not wish to die. He had
just at that moment seen a sharpshooter glide along
among the brushwood and young sapins upon the
other bank, and draw a bead upon the unconscious
officer. Already the weapon had once missed fire.
Knox had hardly got down from his perilous
position when a ball which whizzed over his head
came near putting an end to his interesting journal.

Night and day the untiring and watchful de
Lévis, with a foot as sure as that of any coureur de
bots, went over the line which stretched from his
camp to that of de Repentigny, between which he
had opened an avenue of communication through
the depth of the forest. As it had already be-
come too dangerous a position to be entrusted to
the guardianship of any one body of troops the
army was divided into detachments of one thousand
four hundred men, who relieved one another every
twenty-four hours.

The La Sarre, Béarn, and Guyenne battalions
had been moved towards the left in order to be the
more readily available should the English attempt
to cross the river, while the Languedoc battalion
and the Quebec and Three Rivers militia formed
the right wing. From time to time a white flag
waving over the epaulement stopped the cannon
and musketry fire, and an armistice ensued, during
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which the bearers of the flags of truce exchanged
handshakings, courtesies, or prisoners.

One of the envoys remarked to General Wolfe :
—**We don’t doubt that you will destroy the town,
but we are determined that you shall never set foot
within its walls,” to which the latter replied :—* 1
will be master of Quebec if I have to remain here
until the end of November.”

Another French officer told Knox that de Lévis
had urged Montcalm to dislodge Wolfe from his
position at the Falls, but Montcalm had answered,
“If we drive him from there he will give us more
trouble elsewhere ; while they remain there they can
do no harm. Let them continue to amuse them-
selves.”

The state of forced inactivity in which the French
army had been kept since the opening of the cam-
paign, the shortness of provisions, the urgency of
getting in the hay, which was already over ripe, and
above all the custom of the militiamen to make what
they called a coup, and return to their firesides,
began to occasion desertions, which the commanders
endeavoured to arrest by the sternest measures. On
the other hand hardly a day passed without the
arrival of some English deserters, from whom useful
information was frequently obtained.

As time passed Wolfe’s hesitancy became more
evident, and the French were astonished at seeing
him pass his days in indecision. The regulars be-
came as impatient as the militia, and Montcalm was
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as much so as any one, all his good sense, and the
advice of the other co<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>