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Kings thould not play at. Nations would do well
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Of heroes, whofe infirm and baby minds *

Are gratified with mifchief, and who fpoil, o

Becaufe men fuffer it, their toy the world,
COwWPER.

LONDON:
PRINTED ¥OR J. BELL, NO. 148, OXFORD-STRERT.
MDCCXCIIIX,

’247{ﬁz. éé}.






THE

OLD MANOR HOUSE,

CHAP L

RLANDO could not, though he at-
tempted it, conceal the anguith of
his heart during the day; for though
he had arranged with his new confident
the means of feeing Monimia, it was far
from certain thefe plans would fucceed ;
or, could he be content with the means
which he had ufed,\ however defirable
the end—Monimia, who, while fhe yiclded
to-his earneft ‘entreaties, had always felt,
from the natural reQitude of her under-
ftandling, the impropriety of their cland«fx
tine cbrrcCppndence, wb'uld, he feared, be
more than-ever fenfible of her indifcre-
Yor. llL. - B " tion,
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tion, when, the found. that:a fervant was ﬂ
entrufted " with “it—and ®n thinking over
what had paffed beween him and the un-
der keeper, he found more reafon to en-
tertain a good opinion of his..acutenefs.
than of his integrity.—When ‘to thefe re-
fleCtions wereadded the certainty of his im-
* mediate departuse, and the uncestainty of his
return ; tie mournful looks of his mother,
who could not behold him without tears ; the
deep, but more filent forrow marked on
the countenance of his father, and theé pen- -
five expreflion of regret on thofe of his
fifters ; -he could with difficulty go through
the forms.of a melancholy dinner, at which
the General in vain attempted to call off
the attention of his hofts to fubjets of com= .
mon converfation, and to divert them from
private mifery by thofe public topics which
then interefled none of them. The expul-
fion of the Americans from the province
of Canada, which had happened the pre-
ceding Auguft; and the vi€tory gained. by
the Britifh fleet near Crown Point againft
a fmall number of their gondolas and

. galleys,
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wgilleys, in the courfe of the. following
O&ober, fuccefles of which exaggerated
“official - accounts were juft received, were
matters whereon the General trmmphan{ly
defcanted, and on which he obtained more
attention from his audience, becaufe he
aﬁ'crted very pofitively that, in confequence
'of thefe amazing advantages, the whole
<ontinent of Ameriea would fubmit, and
the troops of courfe return as foon as they
had chaftifed the infolent colonifts fuffi-
ciently for their rebellion. —Orlando then,,
‘e affured his family, was notat all likely to
join his regiment, which would a.lrnof’c im-
mediately be ordered homg ; bpt would be
the fafe foldier of peace, and pcrhaps re-
turn to them in a few weeks, no otherwife
altered than by his military air and a
cockade. The only finile that was feen
the whole day -on the faces of any of the
family was vifible onthat of Mrs. Somerive,
:on the General’s defcription of an Ameri-
«<an-flight, though none had a more tender
dheart or a more liberal mind : but having
hr:ard only one fide of the queftion,
uii ) B 2 ) and
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and having no time, or inclination to:ine
vefligate political ‘mattess, fhe now be-
ligved- that) the. Americans were a fet, of
- febellious cxilesy who refufed,-on falfe pres
tences, ¢ thetribute to Cefar,”. which the
bad: been taught by feriptural autherity
éug_ht to be paid. Thus confidering themy
fhe rejoiced in their defeat, and was infenfia
bl of their mifery ; though, bad not thg
new profeflion of Oilando called forth her
feags:for him, fhe would probably never
have thought upon the fubjet at .all—g
fubje& with which, at that, time, men not
jn. parliament and their families fnppofcd
they had nothing to do. They faw not
the i‘mpofﬁb,ili{y;.. of enforcing in another
sountry. the: very impofts to which, uare-
prefented,. they would not.them(elvgs have
fubmitted.. Elate with national pride, they
had-lcarned by. the fucceffes.of the preced-
ing war to look With contempt on the in.
“habitants of every other part of the globe
and even on. their colonifts, men of their
own countr)-—ln;tle imagining that, from

qur {pirited refi ﬁance,
* The
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e Phe ehildwould riié that shad) imbdm vas e
% The jaxiagof that day.® .. 0 il o
At length the- hout érrived: whcn Or-
Tando obtained permiffion to return to the-
Hall : he told liis facher, that as-hé nteant .
to take leave of Mrs.” Rajland. thag
night, in order to pafs the greater” part
of Sunday with his family, it was necefiary> -
for him to pay her this latt ‘complimentd
Mr. Somerive acceded to the nscefiity *he
urgéd; but, at parting from’him;- fixed:
his eves on thofe of his fon, with a look
which exprefled folicitude, forrow, and pity.
. It queftioned his fincerity, and yet {éemed
not to reproach him. Orlando could not
bear it: he hurried away, and rode as
fpeedily as he could to the Hall ; where he
femt vp for leave to wait on Mrs. Rayland
to tea, and then went in fearch of ‘Jacob,
who eafily found a pretence for attending
him in his Study. Orlando with a palpi-
tating heart queftioned him : ¢ Have you,”
crled he, ¢ difcovered any means by which
I can obtain accefs to Mommna, or get her -
B3 : down'

w7
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down ftairs, without the knowledge of Mrs.
Lennard ?” L

« Fatth er, “atfwered the ‘man, © *tis
50 €aly tafk as your onour have fer me,
E cantell you—However, I’xc conmved to

(:pe@k to Mifs—"> R

.. Have you? cried Orlando cagerly :

LY

9 thcres an excellent fei}ow. And what

does fhe fay? »
s Ayc, Sir,” repI’cd ]acob ‘¢ "that’s,
.the thing. She was ih” a’ fad twitter Whien
ﬂm kpow’d you had to'ld heé; and fid it
£ WA 1mpoﬂible tp do’ what 'Jola d\eﬁ‘fé(fel-
(o; the_room where the fleeps-i¥ 2'cléfer:
wnhnp Madam ‘Lennard’s, hardi}) big
cnqugh to hqla a bcd but it is af ‘tmpof-
i blc ‘.h“‘% 16’ gét out of a night after MA-
damé ’in“ bed, by teafon that” hér redn
doors arc Iocked "and for- thé window, it
is barred up with a Tong Tron‘bar-; ‘%o that
xf Msl‘s had coumge to gét dewn'a ladder,
the could not’get out—or if fhe'did, flie
could never get 'back agam Her - aunt,
_fhe fays, finds hel‘ being there  vattly i inpon-.
. venient ; and as f00n as: you are_gone,
reckons.
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feckons 1o fend. her bzck 1o her own _
room.” e
« [ fhall be driven out o,f m f'en‘['ﬂ
cxdauncd Orl:mdo, as he tm erTed tlte
fooiri’s <€ if T cauno, fes her i)eﬁ,re’l &b,
I fhall be diftrated—How did )on obfa}n
admittance, to her ? Cannot I'fpeak o hier
- by the fame means ! >” ¢ \Vhy h'zr(’Hy ; for
‘you muft know that 1 was, forced 5 oet
~qng.of - the maids, to help me.’ ’Ii‘xe n‘gﬁv
,‘hpufc.ma»d tirat. Madam have hxred "this
mp;mng upen. mal xs an oId acq‘uaimaﬁée
-of mine ; [ gave| her ap uem oé thc fna?t‘ér, .
and f9 (he contnved to take me up d'ignd
the window-thutter, whxch ﬂ*c had brdke
on purpofe ; and bid me T ﬂ:ou]d take' a
bhammer and nails, and makc a clatter if
Madam Lennard came. T took care ‘to
make my job long cuoucrh 5 and when ‘the
old houfe-keeper ax’d me whuf was a
doing, I had an excufc you know pag, and
it pafled off very. wcll, and’ nqt onry fo,‘
';t fhe fid'to me, {qy§ Ihe—“ thn you
have dore that. Job, _]acob I with* you
would juft look g the wamfcot undcr thc
window, and under them there drawers of
B 4 mine 3.



8 " ¥xe oLp MANOX HQUSE.

uine ; for n‘s as mttcn as. touchwood .and
the'rats aré forever cominzin,” fa.ys ﬂxc 3
6 fays fhe, T never faw the like of this
{)itf hotife— it will tumb]c aboat our ears,
I‘Fcckon, one day or nothcr, and )cf mly
lady is always _vepairing i, fays fhe;
‘ byt the w..mfa.tmrr of this here ead
of the s wing,” fays ﬂ)e,f‘ has bc;n up
a'bov ¢an hundred years; ;and we may P“tcll;
i, and pateh ir, and yet Be never, the
nearer : bur, for my part, { fuppole u \,'111
Iaft my time,” fays the. o
Orlando no fooner heard that anp‘h@g’
peifon;’ the Rew hovf'&n’axd . hag beep.,
mcaunouﬂy admitted to particif patc a l,e;re,:
whiich hé had'hickerto o anxioufly guarded, »
ik his® Vt:xatxon conquexed the ple?f'u;"c :
hé'had’ for a mbment mdulged in le arnmg )
th‘.tf1 : 1f \Was pol’ﬁblc for another, and thergs
ford fof Kim."fo fec 'MMonimia. 'io thc
latter part of the game-kpeper s oran@n hq
cot¥d Aot Artedd, Scciipied wich the idea
of the new uneafinefs thxs c1rcum{1an e'”
muft give to Mommm and agnated by

N oY T
mnumcrab}e fcars and’ anxi cue.s, he re.
. Y & S AR A L B SR A S0 38
' ‘ d “maing
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rm.med a momem ﬁlent afxer hxs. com.-
pamoxi had - cca(ed to, fpcak,_ ar;d -then
ﬁud—“ She told you, I think, that aftcx;
was gone, her aunt wonld fuﬁ'cr her to Fer
tarn t6 her former apartment ? I
“ Yes, that was what fhe faid. » o L

: "’\Velt then, I waI go ]ndced Iam’
go:ng by day- break to-morrow. Nay, L
afi gomg ‘from lhls houfe to- mght, and
therefore I fhall t'\kc leave of Mrs. Ray-
Lind this evening:” He pmfcd a mo-:
ment, and then addcd “ Ifuppo(e itis
poﬂiblc to convey a letter to Mommxa,,,
thbugh 1 defpair of feeing her #

Qg Lord! yes, Sir, that yon may do for
cemun for I told her, that if (he w ould
let down a letter for you by 2 ﬁrmg a.t,
feven o clock I would be tlxere to take lt, A
and you mIOht fend her one back \hc
fame way _ .

3 “Whit i is it oc]ock mv?" cnqd Qs-
lando. . ee A e

@ Alivoft iz, Sir LT L

&y isAt'n’ne"rl‘len f'or mé to g0, ! to m}

apgmmxﬁcm wiih Mo Rayland, whofe
RS B 5 . e
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[tea 1] nm Afraid s read) "Do you be

un&ual to fevcn o clock : add, if 'I ¢arr
efcape, Ywill be with ‘you'at the window.
s I befeech you, Jacob, to rémtiember;
' that all the_obligation 1 fhall owe you o
thxs occaﬁon will be cancclled if you are
.. not fecret I with you ‘had not mefitioned
. thns ‘matter to any ‘other pcrf'on, e’fpecia’lly

_toa woman—You know thcy arc not to-
y,e trmted » ' k !

“ Aye! that 'I know well’ ‘ehough ;
they’ll cackle, 1 know t’hey will; if life
. and death depended upon it ¢ but, Lord !
St:, how a-name of fortune was I''td get
@ les, unlefs I had done fo ¥ and T do
. believe Nanny is as trufty as moft.”

; . Ic was cqually ufelefs to argué. on’the

‘ neccfﬁty of the meafure, or tbe difcretion
. of Nanny. The die ‘was caft ; and to meet

- Monimia fafely, after fo much hazard had
bcen mcurrcd ‘was all that it “would now
anfwer, gny. purpofc to thmk of. Orlando,
during his ﬂlort conference thh his own _
thoughts, had determlncd to take that mght
}us laft leave of Mrs. Rayiand and to fay

to
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to her before Mys. Lennard, that he was
. to fet out the next morning early, with
General Tracy, for London. He'hbped,
by thus atting, to- pc’rfmde the aunt of
Monimia that fhe might fafely fend hes
Back to her formerapartment; and that
by making an appointment with her for
Sunday, when: he would by the: peopte’ac
the Hall be- bcheved on his way to London,.
ke (hould enjoy without mterrupuon the
melancholy plealure of bidding hcr adieu,
“and feting the fafeft rncthod fok thelr fu.-
- ture corrcfpondence.
~ For this purpo(c hc wrbte o her ‘dnds
_fealing the leteer, he put it into his’ pockec
and repaired to Mrs. - Rayland ; wixo, “tin~
derftanding he was come to take higd’ leIIVe,,
received him with great fole*nn)ty, i/cx. nog,
. withlefs kindnefs than 0fual ~ 0
- Her converfation’ confifted’ chieﬂy of.
good advice. She declaimed agam’f‘t ‘the -
vitiated ftace of modcrn manners,. aﬁd re-.
lated- how much better things were- in her
trme. She warned hxm to- beware of ‘the.-
»gamc&ers and- bad. womcn, ‘who, fhe faid,.
- "B6 . were:
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-wereatherrninl of all syenng. peopdd; andt
gavie hion| thougivebhdhely, to/ undéiftands
thar His future. favourusvidn herodepende®
o hiw chehaviour idithis hiscfirlt ‘appeape
ance in life. Felln fheahinaag.
L Wikh herithe ape of>chivaley did «dot
feextyi to:be :paffed ;. for: (he appeaved: 't
donfidér' Oklandoi:ids a DPamolfclly moiwt
ot eo make. his fislt effal in arms: e
déed; “while fhe talked muth of moderty
imorality and ‘diffipation; - fhe knewvery:
Htelé ‘of ‘tmodern manners, - feldom feeingt
sny of thofe people who are whatis €alledi
people of the world ; and forming her ideas},
~ of what was paffing in it, only from newses
papers and the . Lady’s' Magazine, or fome:
fuich "publication, which excited only wons?
der- and difgaft—while her tecolleion-
came to het reliéf, and carried her back tg!
thofe days fhre “herfelf remembered—and-
with (il greater pleafurei1o the relations:
her father Hack givén of what paffed in. his.?
The fteddoin -of modern life:fuited fo illr
with the folemnity of refpett that was thown »
_towards~her dv-her youth, that the thruak:
v 3 from
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#am tho;onvafinelsit (gave herand made
afoudd beraworld ofherown cofwhichiwhey -
Orlandp Ubecdme. an: johabitant, ! alli chag
regarded ‘him.was affimilated s cher. bwq
antediluvian notions. W d
» In tagfwet: tochet. lang and: fag,c lo&tne,
Orlahdo afturediher,iand ‘with gteat. finees
tityy thae hechad no wilhes thac. were. noty
centered: in. the fpat 4nd neighhourbood hg
wasbbaut %o leave: : (that, new as; he was_to;
the: world, hé yet-believed ‘g would offes;
him:np objets thas could a momentdetach
His: affetions. from[his' family and; pig
fsigads...; Thece. was fo much .earpsiingfsy
and > fomething. fo imprefive..in ;thy,
rpanner. of hns faying :his, .as ipot: onlyi
nggm, . She;almoﬂ; ,l’f.pen&d) tha.t th.,
had.: ex¢r - canfented, o his. gaing ; . but, .
thsletain him pow without agkpowledge-,
ieg : bim a8 her, Lieir (whech the had,
detorined. oeven 5o (o), was, not to, be;
thovght of 3 .and Gerferal Tragy, had fugy:
ceeded: i contincing, hery not anly that it,

was & Jullice due to.hier yopng ,quauon ta,
give

. ~.\4A
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give himy any opportunity of feeing more
of mankind; but that, as he would not
quit England, he would enjoy all the adt
vantages of an Tionburable profcflion, with-
out lofing the advantage of her protefion:
Witliour giving implicit credit to the tales
by which Pattenfon attempted to prejudice
Kim in her favour, fhe thought enough’
éf them' to let them influence irf fome de-
gree her determination ; and fhe believed
that, if he had formed any improper at-’
tachment, nothing was {o likely to break
it as fénding him from the country, and'.
into fcenes of life which would, fthe fup-
‘pofed, "occupy his mind wuhout m_]urmg
his morals. :
© It feemed as if towards the clofe of her
Tife Mrs. Rayland had acquired, inftead of
Tofing, herfenfibility; for fhe, who had'
hardly ever loved any bedy, now found’
that fhe could not without pain part from
“Orlando.” She felt her pride and pleafure’
equally interefted in exerting towards him'
“that generofity, which from the reft of kis’
ﬁzmlly the had withleld ; and the apparent
dejection:
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de_;e&xon of hig i (piritss thecrelpGance. wnth

which he left the Hall, made him-appearto-
her morq,worthy (han ever of her favours

- When. tﬁc:;;:forc :(he had exhauﬁ“cd every
topic.of-advice the could think of, and res
céived from the manly- fimpljcity ¢ of his
anfwersy all the affurances that Worgls could

Jgiveof hisgratefully receiving i, the pra- -

-fénted. Rim with a bapk-note: of, twa hug-
‘dred'and fifty pounds’; which fhe told hjqr
-was for the purpofe of purchafing what he
Awould have occafion for. on . his firfl) gn-
itrance into the -army.. She had, however,
-fo little idea of modern expences, thag (he
-x€ally. confidered this as a very great fomy
and fuch as it was an amazing, cﬁ'ort of
L geénerofity in her to part with 1 yet, while
3fhe. -made this - exertion, hcr kmdncﬁ’
rtowards hioy: was fo far. frqm being ex-
“baufted, that fhe told -him- he thould ﬁnd
her; always lus banker, . fo long as he con-
~tinued. tp give her, reafon to:think -of hnn

o,sihe thought now.. -, 1.
: Orlando kiffed: the hand of hxs anaent
\benefa&refs ‘but the tears were in his eyes;
and

o
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and. he .was unable to fjeak.r He triedgs
hewever, wo thank. her for this lat, and for *
all_her former. favours to him: but the.
wards were imarticulate ; and-the old lady
berfelf, ¢ albeit unufual to the melting -
mood,” was. now fo much affetted, sthat
the could only faintly utter the bleffing (he -
gave him. * You had better not fay any *
more,Sir,” faid Mrs. Lennard; who feemed ™
difpofed ro.weep too—*¢ much bétter. nor,
for:indeed it will make my lady quite oue--!
of fpirits,” Orlando, very willingto (hortea” >
fuchafcene, turned to Mrs. Leanard, towards”
whem in a.few hurried words he expréfied
his shaaks . for: her paft kindnefs, and -his~
wiflges:for her health and happinefs; and /1
thephrftened . away, his heart opprefied by -
thedcdos: that bad. pafled; yet: bearing: t‘u’-"‘ ‘
muluoufly - mzlnhc tlmughls of 1hat whxe!t
Vasg@ GOmch 2 ., i C
He hardly dared bowcvcr, give. hrm(e]f 1
time to thinki. 43 had told-Mis;Rayland a.
falfqh(md, fov which his ingenuous. henr; 1o
Jlregdy fmote him. .. He was shout o acks:

i q;tgéi‘mqlauon of all he had promxfcc(t;
an
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and all {he expeted of: him.. -He kneur-
thar, were he deiected lingering about the *
hou'e, afier what he had juft faid of his-in< s
tegtions .ofy leaving it immediately, he -
Ihquld Jofe for ever all the.advantage of:!
th;t favour which Mrs. Rayland: now f&
op;n}y, avowed for him; and that, if his.it
attachment to Monimia were known, it:a
wayld excite more- anger and refentment .
than almoft any of the errors againft whichi.n
fhe had been warning him. But all thefe.. }
‘copfiderations, ftrongly as they ought to .
haye operated againt any other indifcreet, ;}
mdplgcncg,werc'pow,crlcfs when putin coma v
pcuupn wub his- tesider affe@ion fot Mos “uf
nimia; and ,to leave hier withdut being able®
to fpeakto her and-confale her, was wharhg-
could not for'a; mament have endured to™
think.of; if . povertyy: difgracc’,"and"-cail&‘
from every other buwman bcmg hadbeen the -
alternativesa: - - o heah v

Qn entering hisroom, hie found it wdnted  °
only a few moments of feveny He glic ded’ 1
thcdcﬁoro round the h’oufc, and found his
. DS B HVRRIE' pun&uu‘ sl

R A
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pun&ual confident @already waiting for the
If gnal « We need not both be here,”
faxd Orlando : « Go, Jacob, and wait for
mc in my room: 1 have atked leave'for
you to go with me to-night to carry a port-
-manteauto Welt W olverton. "Jacob obeyed s
‘and Orlando, almoft breathlefé with fear
left he fhould be difappointed in this’ ‘his
forlorn hope, walted inder thé window.

The cafcment at Iength f'oﬁly open‘c'd,
g\nd lYIommla appeared at it. "Ffe
1o her .arixdml??;d‘cl:‘her Ter ddivn “thie’ ﬂrin
for a 'letter, « on the f cce{'§ df {»hx‘éh »
gald h;, ;“ more ‘than my life depeitfsiae
E&ad it_then, ‘Monimia, read it qu{’ckly{
#nd. gnc me an anfwer.” -

. The trcmblmg girl, whofe hiirey” of
fpmts ‘alone fupported her, now haftened
away . with the letter ; and, in an 1nﬂanr,
threw down & piece of paper on which the
‘had wrxttcn with a pencil—¢ If I am f{u f
.fercd to go back to my own room to-night,

Y will be ready on'the ufual fignal; bur;
i1 am n’ot,fcannot write. “If 1 am nor;

farewell; Orlando—farewell for ever; for 1
fhall
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fall, bc to wrecc}\ed to xingxke it poflible
fox; e to hv v ‘Rcmembcr, dcar Orlandd,
Your pogr . f| ncnd ! and may you be” vcry
beppys. wha,gever chomcs of 'me1 Gq,
now, for hcavens fakc '——I am" fure my
“au;n wﬂl be herc in 3 few mqments anti
alh dgpends upom hcr bchevmg you

gpne" B .
woBS it Was too dark for Orlando to dlf.

Bgm,thcfe word§, he was compcllcd‘ gp 8o
M tg his own. room to read tbem The
r}mﬂat thcy left upon his mmd dx&ra&léd
b;g »,byg it was.a doubt whxch, xfhc at-
J_chptcd qorqmove it would becomc a cer-
awnty g xbat ,would deﬁroy this faist’ ray' dﬁ
hope He went back, however, 5" e
;window, in. hopes that he m:gh‘r jétet] ye‘a’k
rene : word to Mongma but hé’ faw ‘that
Lherg, was now ‘another ca‘udle in the room’;
and, retiring a Jistle farther fo as to be able.
to: fee _more of it, he dlﬁzmdly faw Mus,;
Leennard. walking in the room, and appa-
remtly byfied in the ufual occupations. to.
which (he dedicated, Saturday nights.. . To;
: " fag,

..Jld.

~n
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flay, thergfore, was not only ufclcTs but
dangerous; and he thought it better fo
make a great buftle in gang, that all the
inhabitants of the Hall wight be apprifed
of kis abfence. He fent Jacob into
the kitchen to give fome farther orders.
about forwarding his trunks and baggage
to the next market-town, as they were to
be fent'to London by thewaggon; andthen,
mournfully and reluantly, prepared to
leave the room where he had paﬂ'ed fa.
many happy hours—the room where hiz
mind firft tafted the charms of literature,
and his heart of love. It was indeed pof-:;
fible that he ‘might once more revifit ity
once more that évening with Monimia;
“but it was alfo’ poffible, perhaps moft pro=
bableé, that he might not fee her again.
“A‘thoufand painful refleions prefented
tHemfelves. - He left her expofed to num-
bef!é@‘ihcbnvéniencies; and his late rathe
nefs'h'ad,'bci'hap's,‘ added to them by put.
tiﬁg her into ‘the power of fervants, Yet
hé‘ m1ght be denied an opportunity to put
: her

s -
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her upon her guard againlt any of the cigs
cumﬁanccs he forelaw, oreven to fettle ho\q,
ﬁxc ml('h[ receive his letters. :

He traverfed che library, yxeldmg 10
th¢fc ormcmmg thoughts ;"and,- by «he,
hght cf the folitary candle he had fet dowp,
in the window feat, every thing appeared-
gloomy andi terrific. . Every object. and,
every, found. fetm(d w repeat the fentencs;
that con'hml) occumd to him—¢¢ Orlandp.,
w;jlr,cuft this houfe no moie.! P Lois difs
ficult to {ay how long he would have ins,
dulged this. mournful reverie (notwn},\-
ﬁandmg, lus refolution juft. bc:forc taken g,
quit the houfe with as much. noxfc as.pof« ;
ﬁblc). xf he had not been alarmcd by the.
found of a female ftep in the adpmmg
parlour. ,He ftarted. It was pcrl)aps M
mﬁm;a' hcﬂcw to the door and xbcre, wuh
toa .gvident marks of difappointment inhis, ;
countenance, he difcovered it to be Mis, :
Lennard herfelf, who, with a _qandlc "ﬁlhfﬁ
hapd and much perpendicular digaigy 3 iy
her- air, falked into the Study—«. .I A {
gld, Mr. Urlanﬁo you are not yet gonc,

7 for
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for I haye a, meflage, from my Lady”
Orlando would have faced a cannon with
lefs trepidation than he waited for this mef:
fage, which his confcience told him might
relate to Monimia. It proved, however,
to beonly that he would give to Lennard
the keys of the rooms ; and that fhe might
fee the window fafe and barred. To this,
though it difappointed him wholly of his
hopes of meeting Monimia there, it was im-
poflible to obje. The cautious houfe-
keeper, therefore, barricaded every avenue
to this apartment, without forgetting the
door that led to the chapel; and then for-
mally enquiring if Orlando had taken out
évery thing he withed to have, to which
he anfwered Yes (as his boxes had been
moved the preceding day), fhe faid (he
#ould follow him ; and he left the room
with an additional pang, while Mrs. Len-
nard locked the door and marched f{o.
Rmnly after him, -

¢ Towards the middle of the great parlour,
through which they were paffing, he ftop-
ped, and faid in a voice that betrayed
v g his
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his emotion—* You will be fo good dcar
Madam, to aflare Mrs. Rayland of my .
grateful refpe@s, and to accept yourfelf a.
repetition of  my good wifhes.” .
¢ Thank you, Sir,” anfwered the lady,
T am fure I wifh you very well: but.
now, Mr. Orlando, fince we part friends—"
: <« I hope we always were friends, Ma-
dam,” faid Orlando, attempting to fmile,
and turn the difcourfe, which he feared
tended to the fubje&t he moft dreaded.
3;“ I hope fo too, Sir; but I muft fay, that "
I amafraid in regard to that girl, my niece,
there hasbeen fome wrong doings. It was
not right in you, Mr. Orlando, I muft fay,
to, hold a fecret correfpondence with her, °
swhich I am very fure you did by means
of that fad flut Betty, who latterly has been
always giving me hints of it: but I, who
dld nct think Monimia fo cunning and
artful, did not underftand them ; and,even
to'this day, I cannot imagine how you con-
trived {o often totalk to her out of the win- |
dow, without being feen or heard. How-
ever, it’s all over now, I hope; and Iam
willing
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willing to let it be forgot as a childifh fro.
tic. When you return here, Sir, you will
by that time have feen too much of the
world to think about fuch a ghit as Mo-
nimia—if, indeed, the (hould kappen to be
here {o long.”

Orlando, divided betwéen his joy to find
that the real avenue by which they had
converfed was unknown, and the pain the
laft hint gave him, knew not what to reply ;
" but, confuled and hcfitating, he ftammered -
out a fentence which Mrs. Lennard did
not give him time to finifh—<¢¢ Come,
come, Mr. Orlando,” faid fhe, “¢ I know
you are above any falfe reprefentations:
befides, I affure you, you cannot take an
old bird with chaff—However, as I faid be-
fore, there is an end of the matter—I fhall,
take care of young Madam here; and I
dare fay you will find plenty of ladies
where ycu are going, better worth looking
after.” |

Oilando, utterly unable to anfwer this
raillery, now wifhed her once more
health and happinefs; and faid (again

' vainly
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vainly attempting to_appear ynconcerped),
—¢ ] 'r'czglly‘ do not _love to contradi& la-
dies, my dear Mrs. Leanard ! fo.you muft
have your own way, however -your fufpi-
cions may wrong me.” He then haltened
away to mount his horfe, with which Jacob -
waited for him.at the door of the fervants’ .
hall that opened towards the ftables :-—but
as he paffed through, he found all the fer-
vants affembled at it 10 take leave of him.
Even Pattenfon was there but, by the ex;
preffion of his air and manner, with very
different {entiments from the reft—for they
all teftified their concern; while the old
butler, with a contemptuous fneer on his
countenance, appeared to be delighted by
his departure.

At once flattered and pained by the good
wilhes and prayers for his profperity with
which they crowded around him, while
moft of the women fhed tears, Orlando
{poke kindly to each of them, affuréd-them
that he fhould rejoice in any good that
might befal them: ¢ But,” added Le, < 1
hope, my kind friends, we do not part for a
- Vor, L. C grea
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great length of time, and that on my return
11hal find you all here, unlefs any of you
Iafles fhould ‘be carried off by good huf-
bands.” Then, again withing them all well,
he mounted his horle; and Jacob following,
he rode away from the Hall—but not with
a defign of going to the houfe of his father;
he rather meant to lmger about the woods
till the hour when he thought there was
a chance of his finding Monimia once more
in the turret.

CHAP.
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RLANDQ,,a'I;mdy .\:cpcntmg, wou‘gh'
he hardly koew why, that he had
: told the game-kccper fo much, was very
unwilling to entruft him with more. He
had not fo exaGly defctibed the way of his
communication with Monimia, as to enable -
any other perfon to find it ; and he withed
rather to recall than to increafe the confi-
dence he had placed in 2 man of whom he
knew very litgle, and who might perhaps
make an ill ufe of his confidence. A new
difficulty therefore arofe: he knew not what
to do with Jacob and the hotfes, which he
now repented that he had ufed. If he fent
them on o his father’s, it would be fufpe&ed
by a family who were every hour looking
" out for him, that he had ftaid behind with
Mogimia: if he left them in the wood, the

Cz2 man
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man would probably be difcontented ; and if
he fent them to an alechoufe near the mill
at the extremity of the park, Pattenfon (who
was the great friend and patron of the man
who kept it) or fome of the other fervants
might be there, whofe enquiries could
neither be fatisfied nor evaded. Determined
however as he was to open his heart t3
his fathet before his laft adieu, he, aftér
fome deliberation, refolved to fend them
home; and he thought the enquiries his
father would make, would give him a good
opportunity to put anend (at leaft as far as
he could) to a myftery of which he felt
afhamed, as unworthy of himfelf, and of the
obje& of his affeGtion.—Thus refolved, he
told the game-keeper he meant to return
back to the Hall, in the hope of feeing Mo-
nimia for five minutes; and that he thould
go to Weft Wolverton with his horfe and
portmantean, whither he would himfelf
follow in about two hours, as he thould tell
his father, if he afked after him, on hearing
or feeing the horfes arrive without him. .
The man obeyed ; and Orlando, making
Lo c a circuit
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acircuit through the: woods,:in order to re-
turn to the Hall by the leaft frequented
way, and to have as little of the open part
of the park to crofsas poffible, arrived once
more at the manfion which he had {o lately
quitted as for the laft time.—He walked
~ery flowly. on purpofe; and his thoughts
swere fuch as brought with them only de-
_)cétlon and forrow.

'He could not help rccoIle&mg Wuh
_'regrct, thofe hours, now gone. for ever;
when, in his early youth, he traverfed
thefe paths—happy in the prefent, and
thoughtlefs of the future ;—when he had
-no paffion to torment, no fears for its
obje&t to deprefs him; but went to Mo-
pimia with the fame fimple eagernefs as any
of his fifters or his other playfellows, and
avas. unconfcious that the reft of their lives
- would be embittered with anxiety and difs
appointment—perhaps remorfe.—Orlanda
already felt fomething like it : with the moft
candid and ingenuous temper he. had lived
fome time. iy a courfe of deception—he
bad taught it to the innocent, unfufpecting
o - C3 Monimia,
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Monimia,, and had fullied the native ‘cane
dour and integrity of her character. The
fophiftry by which he had formerly pre-
vailed upon her to confent to their clandefs

© tine meetings, now feemed mean and cons
temptible ; but perhaps, in thinking thus;
Orlando was too much like other tran{gref
fors, who repeat becaufe they can -fin no
more.

He thougtit himfelf, however, ﬁvmly de-
tesmined that, had he ftaid at the Hall, he
would, at whatever hazard, a& with more

' ‘opennc&, but as he was going from ir,
_there could be bo barm in this laft adiets
In writing to Monimia there could be nd-
thing wrong, efpecially as he meant not to-
,makc a fecret of it to his father and Sclma,
, ror indeed to any of his own family : while
the peculiarities of Mrs. Rayland,. and the
watchful malignity of Mrs. Lennard, feem-
_ed fully to juftify his not revealing to them
“what would be fo hazardous te Mommxa.
'_ and to hxmfclf
Amnd thefedi fqmetmg and contradt&ory
rcﬂcéhons, he at lalt reached the Hall. Ie

was



THE QLD MANOR HQUSE, 31

was the darkelt of December mights, but
calm and fill. Orlando walked ﬂowly,
round the boufe, which, fave a glimmering
Jight from the window of Mrs. Lennard’s
room, bore no appearance of being inha-
bited. Kis longing eyes, which had amu-
oufly watched for fome confoling bcam
from the turret, whither they had fo ofted
been turned with tranfpost, now fought for
the propitious ray in vain. - Still it was pofs
fible Monimia might be there, but, from her
aunt’s late fufpicions, deprived of a light,
As the boule feemed perfeQly quiet, hs
ventured up to the weH-known door, and,
Jiftening awhile, tapped at it; no anf(wer
was given!—he repeated the fignal louder;
ftill no delicious founds were heard m re-
turn !—and, convinced at length that his
proie& had wholly failed, and Monimia
was ftill a prifoner, he became tralf frantic,
from the refletion that he had hazarded
their fccret in vain: he had in vain ima.
“gined a finefle, and aflerted a falfehoo¥,
. aad perhaps muft at laft go withoue feeing
Cs her,
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her, bis heart torn at onee by his own fuf
ferings and by the idea of kers.

In ftepping back to return down the
ftairs, when after a long flay all hope had
forfaken him, his foot ftruck fomething
before him, which feemed to be a parcel :
as not a ray of light entered the place
where he was, he felt for this with -his
hands, and, at length. finding it, he.difco-
vered it to be a fmall book: it was tied
‘with a packthread; and Orlando immedis
ately fuppofed, what was indeed the truth; .
that Monimia, not being permitted to re-
turn that evening to fleep in her :former.
apartment, - had, however, on fome pré
tence or other entered it, and depofited at
the door that book, which contained-a lettef.
‘He opened the book-with trembling hands,
«and found what he expelted by the feal;
but to read it was impofiible, where he had
no means of procuring light :- he thereforé
put it into his pocket as eagerly asif he was
afraid fomebody would take it from him,
and then ran-tosgards heme ;.3vhere, hardly
« i - feeling

3
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feeling the ground as he went, he arrived, id
a ftate of mind fo uneafy and confufed; thad
ke no longer was capable of caution or res
ferve ; but haftening into-the kitchen, wheré
ke firlt perceived a light, he {natchedwp a’
eandle without fpeaking, and was hurrying’
with it to his own room, when his father,
who had been anxioufly watching his arris"
val, opened the door through which he was’
preparing to pafs up ftairs ; and feeing him’
pale and-breathlefs, his eyes wild, and his .
hait difhevelled, he coneluded that fome-*
thing very terrible had happened “te. his®
brother.—T he rafth, unthinking, and vehes
ment charaer of Philip, his wild profufior;
and unfettled principles, had of late fo ha-"
raffed the imagination of his father, thathe
now thoug!t only of hiscommitting fuicides
and the fudden appearance of Orlando, in
fuch_an agitated ftate, ftruck him with the
idea that this fatal event had happened— -
« Almighty God 1”* eried he, as he fiized
the arm of Orlando, who, muttering fome-
thing, would have pafled to his room—
“ Almighty God! what 1 have dreaded has

: ‘ Cs happened.”
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‘happened.”—Orlando, who thouzht at that
'momeént only of Monimia, and was impa-
*tient-at every'interraption, “was, however,
~fo ftruck with this ‘exclamation, and with
the Jook of anguith -that accompanied i,
~ “that he ftopped, -and, with terror equil to
-that with which he had been addreffed,
¥fied,; < What, my dear Sir! for Heaver’s
“fake what' has happened 3 My mother, nly
filters {"’—¢ Oh, your brother!” interrupted
- Mr. Somerive—** tell me rhe worit at once,
it cannot be more dreadful than my fears.
- reprefert it.”— Indeed, Sir, I know nb-
‘thing of my brother; nothing has hape
pened to him that I know of—I hope yow
have heard nothing #”

« No!” cried Mr. Somerive, a little re~"
eovering from his apprehenfion. ¢ Speak
low, Orkindo; T would not for the worldi
alirm your mother, who is in bed :=~but
your looks, your hafte, your ftaying out,
and vour fudden appearance, gave me' L
know not whatidca, that fome dreadful ac-
cident had happened to poor Philip.”

« Dear Sir,” replied Orlando, ¢¢-you

o - will




THE .OLD AFANOR HOUSR, 33
-will really def¥roy yourfelf, if you give way
to fuch horrible-apprehenfions; Philip,, B
am perfuaded, is well.—Pray. ¢ompofe
. youtfelf; 1 am extremely forry I alarmed
. you, and beg you will make yourfelf gafy.’*
.%¢ Ah ) .Orlando,”’ faud Mr. Somerive
3s he fac. down in the parlour, whither he
defired his fon, ta, follow him~¢¢.ah, Op:
Jando! you relicve me from aone mifery
only to plunge.mne into another, lefs infupe
portable indeed, but fliil mcft painful to-
me.—What is the meaning, my dear boy,
of thefe haggird looks,. of this difordered.
maaner, of thefe late walks, and this breath.
: kfsreturn ? Some myitery hangs over yous-
aftions, which cannot but be injurious,.
fince thofe actions, were they not fuch. as
your own confcience condemns, need not
be.concealed from. yoar famuly—from your
~ father !

¢¢ They fhall not,.Sir I replied Orlande-
- warmly—< L will not leave you in doubs.
about my conduit; you will fiad pothing in

it that need make you blufh for:your fon:

fnare me but this one night, asd wnmrrw
6 " there
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there (hall not be a with of my heart conv
cealed €from you.” S
+ ¢ Alas, ypoor boy!* faidi Mr. Somerive
tenderly, < I guefs but too.much of them al-
teady.:—but, Orlando, I depend upon yous
integrity ; I have never known it deceive
me. Go, therefore, now—and let me nos
fee to-morrow that wild and unfettled look;
that pale countenance, and fo many {ympe
toms of fuffering, which I, my fon, fee bue
too plainly, and yet dare hardly fay I pity,
for fear I fhould encourage what I ought to
condemn.” Then, with a deep figh, he
added, “ Good night, dear Orlando ! I will
go and endeavour to compofe myfelf, or
at leaft conceal from your mother the
uneafinefs that devours me.—Ah, my child}
qmany and many nights I do not clofe my
eyes : the fad image of Philip, bringing ruin
on himfelf, on my wife, and on my poor
girls, haunts me eternally ; and then, Or-
lando, when my expeation refts on you,
when I think that T have another fon who
will protc.& and fupport them when Iam
gone—for I feel that I fhall notlive Jong—
then
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thtn the apprehenfion of fome fatal entan-
glement that” will ruin all our hopes,
- tomes over.my heavy heart; and I fee no-
. thing for my wife, and my dear gtrls, but
“poverty-and defpair.”. , ~ '
¢¢QOh ! this is-too much,” cncd Orlando;

¢¢ I-cannot indeed bear it—What fhall I fay
+—what (hall I {wear, to quiet thefe diftracty
-3ng apprehenfions >—Good God, Sir I whag
have I ever done, what fclﬁﬂl actions have
I ever been guilty of, which could lead my
father to fuppofe that, to gratity myfelf, §
-would abandon my dear—my affeCtionate
mother, or forget the intereft of my fweet
fifters ?”’—¢¢ Nay, Orlando, you never have
‘given me reafon for {uch afuppofition; but
let us talk of it no more—once more, good
night 1” Orlando then kiffed his father’s
hand, and left him. Eagerly hetore opea
the letter, which had already, from his ex~
ceflive’ impatience,- occafiened to -him fe
much pain. It contained thele few words : = -
. ¢¢ My aumt refufed to let me return to
my former room this night, and you welt
know I dared not prefs it; I could obtain
. Do
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no more than permifiion to go shither fop
‘half an hoiw'te ' puctit to righes, as the has
told me [ fhall go back to i to morrow; and
‘T ule that oppertunity to feave this k'tter,
‘inclofed in a book, which I hope you will.
wot mifs. Orlando, if you go to-morrow,
we fhall meet nor more ¥—~But-as you meni~ -
ticn notfetting out till Monday morning, F _
‘flatter myfelf that if that is fo, you will not
-go without feejng me : atall events I will be
in the great pond-wood between four and.
‘five to-morrow evening; and will wait on the
old bench not far from the boat houfe. F
‘will not fay what | thall fuffer till you come,,
if indeed you do eome: but be not uneafy
for me, for my aunt will have no doubt of
‘your being quite out of the country by to-
morrow, and'theiefore will let me go out to
walk without any queftions. K you can
come, | fhall not expet to find an anfwer
‘at my door.—If you cannot But, in-
deed, Orlando, my trembling hand, and the
-tears thac fall upon the paper, prevent my
faying any more. 1 cannot write a fares
well to you !==But if I never thould fee

you
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you again, do not forget me, Orlando !—
And may God: blets you, and make yot)‘
hppv ¥ )
- The-. paper was mdtcd blt(’ccred and
ﬁ)mc of the werds almeft oblueraxcd by
the tears that. had: mingled. wish the ink..
Orlando kiffed thefe maiks of tender fenfi-
‘hility a thoufand and :a ‘thoufand times:
‘he laid the précious paper to his: heart, ang
believed the talifman abated its. Ahwobbing 5
.then took it to read again, and ende :avoured
to calm his. fpirits with:the affurance that
ihe thould meet the adored writer of &, and
repeat an- hundeed times proteftations of
-tendernefs which Le never fels more forci-
“bly than now. But as foen as hisdifquieting.
apprehenfions about Monimia, and his fears -
of not feeing her, were appeafed, the fcene
he bad juit pailed through with his father
recurred with more acute pain to his mind:
he had promifed to reveal the fecrct which
was already fuf;eited; but, though he
firmly adhered to this refolution, furcly uis
father would not inaift upon his promife (a
give up all thoughits of Monimia— 1'hat he
fule
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felt to be a promife which he could'nc
makc—his"'whole"“heart 'recoiled from ie
Ah! why was it thus impofiible to recon~
cile his duty and Lis love; and why fhould
tis attachment to Monimia be inconfiftent
with the attention his family would have
a right-to—if—if his father (hould die?—=
Fhe very ideaof his father’s death was in-
fupportable ; and yet he was going from .
him, and could not watch his health, or
-contribute to his comfort. Thus wretched
Orlando tried in vain to fleep—his blood
" throbbed tumultuoufly in his veins; his
heart feemed too big for his botom ; by car-
rying his thoughts to the dreadful parting
of the next day, he was rendered incapable
of tafting any prefent repofe; and day ap-
peared before his troubled thoughts had
fo wearied his frame as to allow him to fall
into unquiet flumber. Even in his thort and’
difturbed fleep, tormenting vifions affailed
him—he {aw the funeral of his father, who
yet appeared living, or at leaft appearing
to him, though dead—and pointing with
one hand to his mether and his fifters,

while
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while with the other he waved, him away
from Monimia, who, at a diftance, fcemed
to fit dejeed and alone, in a wild and
dreary {cene, where birds of prey fcreamed -
" around her—from which the eéndeavoured
to efcape towards Orlando, and held out
her hands to him for help in vain. A res
petition of thefe unformed hoirors took
away all inclination to fleep. At feven
o’clock Orlanda left his bed, more dejected
than ever he felt before ; and dreading the
dialogue that muft enfue, he joined his
father, who was walking, melancholy and
_ -Alopg, in the gétrdcﬂ.

<

At e .8 b \‘

e _ CHAP.
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CHAP I

OMERIVE received his fon with sem
dernefs ; but his dejection was but toe
vifible, Orlandoapproached him with ap+
prehenfion, and his voice trembled as be
fpoke the falutation of the morning. They
traverfed a long gravel walk twice befors
cither of them fpoke again. At length Ms
Somerive atked Orlando, if he had feenhis
mother and fifters ? 'He anfwered, that he
believed they had not yet left their chame
bers; and another painful filence enfued,
which neither of them feemed to have res
folution to-break. :

At length Mr. Somerive faid, ¢ Thl‘s,
‘Orlando, is.the laft day we thall pafs toge-
sher for fome time—TIet it notbe clo ided by
diffimularion on your part ; it fhall not be
fo with remonflrance on mine : but my ad.

vice
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vice you will hear, fince indeed, my fon, it
is for your fake, not my qwn, I give it—I
fhall foon be out of the reach of all the
evils of this world !” ‘
« Do not talk fo, dear Sir ! exclaimed
Orlando, feizing his father’s hand ; ¢ do
not, I befeech you !—Such glaomy prefen-
timents will overcloud: this day with more
pain for me, than your feveret remone
firance. Pray think more cheerfully ; you
are yet but in the middle of life ; you have
a conftitution naturally good ; and you may
yet: many years fee around you a family
who idolize their father.” )
< . ¢-No, Orlando !” cried Somerive inter-
“rupting him, ¢ it will not be.  Your bros
ther, on whom my firft hopes were fixed,
he has_infli®ed the wound which, from
Jong irritation, is become incurable ;" and
where—alas ! where is this family {o fondly
DHeloved ?=Philip is gone ! for Ifee thae
ricthing can fave him—My eldeit daugh-ér
is married into another kinglom, where &
can never fee her<=-An} you, Orlando, you
are now going from me : fam nonfuperise
to tious,
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tious, but I feel fomething like an affura,
that we''pare ‘to-day for ‘ever; orif I am
favoured by Providence as to embrace y.
again, will you be the fame after havin
entered the world ; will you bring back t
me the excellent heart, the ingenuous tem
per, the integrity of principle that has
hitherto made me glory in my fon i
Orlando, who expected a very different
opening to this converfation, warmly re-
.peated his proteftations, that nothing fhould
Jnake him forget the duty he owed his father
—the affeCtion he felt for his family. <¢ Ah,
Sir !”” cried he, ¢ if you knew how, little
Js to be apprehended from the worldy whére
the whole heart is already abforbed in ate
'tachmcnt, contracted in the.early dawn of
Jife, and interwoven with the very exiftencs,
.you would not feel thefe fears, nox; wound
ame with thefe doubts.” : :
» < [ have lived near fifty years, Orlando 3
wou have not yet finifhed your twenty,ficlt.
J have fecen, though . pafling -in obicurity
smuch of my time—I have {cen young men
{et out in life uncorrupted, and apparently

. endowed
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endowcd with everyonoble prmcxple that
could render them honours to their country
or their families ; vet, ina few years, F
have feen them, either hardened by ambi-
tion, or degraded by debauchery, not
unfrequently. combining both ; and if they
have intereft, purfuing the one only as, the
means of indulging in the other.”
¢ 1t is very true, Sir,” an{wer ed Or-
fando :- ¢ but the ambition of a foldier is
furely glorious ambition ; it leads to honour
through hardfhip and danger; and he who
follows his profeffion earneftly, can have
little time for the fallies of irregularity.””
«¢ You are to be a foldier of peace, Or-
lando’; but I will do you jullice, 1 do not
believe you will difappoint my hopes by
becoming a gamefter or a libertine.”
+ « No, Sir!” faid Orlando vehemently.
¢¢ To be the firlt I have no inclination, and
for the fecond you have a fecurity which
I am fure you will believe infallible—I
promifed you laft night that I would open
my whole he rt to you; dare I now then
folicit your patience while I acquit myfelf
- of
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of what I hold to be an indifpenfable duty,
and fpeak with that fincerity to you, which
I have reproached myfelf for ever neglea.
ing to obferve, though mdecd it was nat
always poffible 2™

« I attend,” faid Mr. Somerive in s
graveand low voice : ¢ I would not, Of-
‘lando, touch upon this fubje&, becaufe I
withed to fee if you had candour and re-
folution to fpeak when you might have
evaded it.”

Orlando, whofe momentary courage al-
ready failed him, now half repented that he
had faid fo much—now fhrunk from the
unworthy idea of concealing any thing,
" He began then in a low and tremulous tone;
and while his heart throbbed with a thou-
fand painful emotions; he related to' his
“father the whole progrefs of his paffion,
even from his firft recollection of the time
when he began to love Monimia better
than any of his fifters; when, in going to
“the Hall, he thought more of fecing her
than of the amufements in which- he was
* indulged, and often refufed to ride out on
6 ~ a horfe
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a herfe Mrs. Rayland allowed him occa-
',ﬁonally to have when he was about cleven
years old, o1 to go to play wuh the men
An the park; Jbecaufe, at the hours when
thefe recreations were oﬂ‘crcd him, he had
_opportunities of fitting with Mom_mla, whe
was employed. by her aunt to pick cowflips
from cheir ftalks, to colle& rofe leaves, or
_dry flowers and herbs in the houfekeeper’s
.room. He cancealed nothing from his fa-
ther that happened in the progrefs of his
fove; and as his timidity gradually va.
_nithed, he fpoke of her with all the en-
thufiafm and all the tendernefs of paffion.
His father fighed more deeply than be did
as he proceeded in his ftory ; when he ceafed
_Mpeaking, remained a moment filent; and
_then, with another long-drawn figh, he faid,
<< [ have always fufpected fomething of this
fort; but my conjettures were thort of the
. gruth.~1If I had known, Orlando, that the
. Hall contained fo dangerous an jnmate,. not
.all the hopes that have been raifed by Mrs.
. Rayland’s paraialicy to you, thould have in-.
. duced
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duced me to have fuffered your refidence
there.”

¢ GoodGod !iSir,** exclaimed the young
man, * can you call an angel dangerous?
Oh fay rather that my Monimia will prove
to me a guardian feraph !—In thinking of
her, I find my mind clevated, and purified
—1I live only for her—I wifh only to live
worthy of her.” '

<¢ Juft now, Orlando, you talked of living
only fer your family—for your mother—for
your fifters; and now this angel is the
only obje& of your future life l~—An angel!
every idle boy that reads ballads or writes '
them, every f{cribbler that fends his rhymes
to a magazine, calls the nymph who in-
{pires him an angel ; and fuch an angel
is this Monimia of yours! and from fuch
fort’ of reading you have learned to fancy
yourfelf in love with her. The niece of
Lennard is the laft perfon in the world
.whom I'wouldwilh youtoelett,and ... .”

« And why the niece of Lennard,. Sir?”
tfaid Orlando fomewhatimpatiently—*¢ fure-

ly
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"1y my father is too libetal to confound théir
merits. Poor Monimia ! She 1s indeed the
niece of Lennard; but, believe me; fthe
-does notin any inftance refemble her—And
what is her birth ? does it render hcr lefs
amiable, lefs lovely ?” . :
- «¢Oly; foftly !” cried Somerive, inter-
rupting him in his .turn, 1 have not the
Jeaft doubt, Orlando, but that you ¢ould
prove in a moment that this féraphic dami-
fel is not only the moft perfett: of human
beings, but the better for belonging t6 a
woman who has always ftood between me
and the countenance of my relation ; a wo-
man who, in all probability, will finally
rob me of my birth-right.—-Ughappy, ill-
ftarred boy ! Do you not fee that, by this
mifplaced attachment, you have put it intd
the power of Mrs. Lennard to deftray all
the hopes you have been cherithing ? De
you not fee that you have put yourfelf upon
her mercy ? that, under pretence of not
knowing of this clandeftine love, the has
fuffered it to go on ? fecure of being able

to ruin you at any time with' her Lady
Vor. llI. = D - by
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. by difcovering it, and making a merit @
~er'own difinterefied condu&.”
. Orlandov felt thatOthere was too much.
* t#hth: i this obfervation ; but the greater
athole - hazards were that be incurred -for
 Monimia, ‘the dearer fhe became to him.
=" ¢6 Welly Sir,” faid he, ¢¢ and if Mts: Ray-
.Jand’s favour .can be held omly by. the fa-
rctifice of every honeft affeftion, { will diC
- haim it. 'Why fhould the difcard me:for
-loving an amiable, beautiful girl, who—?"
v ¢ Nay, nay!” cried -his father jmips-
tiently—¢ Why has fhe invincible pride,
and obflinate prejudice? Why: has.fhe al-
‘ways held e at a diflance, becaufomy fa- |
. ther, though her only relation, was-the fon
. of a man who eould diftin&ly. caunt no
“more than two generations?. Why has fhe
_always cxprefled her deteftation: of .the
. gnemory of - my mother, ‘whom fortune ve-
duced to be her companion ;¥ Why has fhe”
ever defpifed your mother, becaufe the was
the daughter of a man jn trade? Itisof no
* ufe to inveigh againft, or inveftigate the
caufe of all thefe fupercilious diftinGions in
the
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the mind of our old coufin :  we knaw that,
unluckily for us, they exilt and we know
- they are invincible. .How:do you: think a
-- woman.fo haughty and atrogant.would like
- to’hear that the-young ‘man the bas been
diftinguifliing . by ther favour, and to whom
_-there.i$ {ome-reafon-t6-think the.may make
-wp the, injudtice fhie has done lis family,
-.has. engaged: hitf¢lf: 10 marry one of her
- domeftics; a girl brought up in herhoufe
through . charity, thd daughter of 2 no-
ibleman’s .fleward, and:the niecé: of her
‘houfekeeper.#? .. .o v\ L

- & If fuch #re ’hcr pre.]udxccs,t !?nr,’l‘l x-
.claimed Orlando warmly, 4-ihat I mult
makee myfelforernally wrerehed left I'fhould -
-offend thety, 1 'bdd. rather, ‘much rather,
give upfor éver all thofe hopes, .of which
the reality would be too dearly purghafed,
if the beft part of my life, and"all that can
sender it valuable, is to be the price. I
" thank General Tracy more than ever for
-giving ‘me a commiffion, which, little as it
-will afford me, and weak as my hopes are of
D2 prefer-
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ment, will at leaft render me in fome de-
gree independent.”

< I am obliged to General Tracy too,”’
faid Mr. Somerive, ¢ for you will now be
taken out of the moft perilous fituation that
it is poflible for a young n1an of your tem-
per and imagination to be in.  If Lennaid
is fatisfied with having got you out of the
houfe (for 1 doubt not but it was (he who
much accelerated your going), it will be
well;—a little more knoWledgc of the workd
will cure you of this romantic paffion, I
hope you are not cngaged to thls girlp?

¢¢ Engaged, Sir!” .

é Aye, Ollando—-cngaged b

.« If I give you no mere trouble, S;r
faid Orlando dqe&cdly, “ with what y you
are pleafed to term my romantic paﬂ'xon, 1
muft be forgivenif [ anfwer no quc{’aons as
to my future condudt; it fhail not l)e fuch
as fhall difgrace my family, or give you any
reafonalie caufe of uneafinefs,” ;

{The emphaﬁs laid on the word rea.fon-
able did not at all pleafe Mz, Somcnve-—
. (13 You

.r-, .
'’ P PR
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<« You muftgive mededve; Sir,”” faid he rd-
ther fternly, * to judge of the reafonablenefs
of my feelings myfelf: you evade my’ quef-
tion, afterall your profeffions of finderity.
Good God? what a fate is mine ! One of.
my fons is lof to me; the other is going,
to throw him{elf away, if not as unwatthily,
at lealt more irrecoverably :—yoti brother .
may be reclaimed by time and affe&ion;
but an unfortunate mzmagc, contra&ed fo
early in life, is certainly ruin.”

- This fpeech'was ill calculated to appeé.fé
the concern and impatience with ‘whickh
Orlando found that his father, generally.
{o confiderate ‘and indulgent, fufferéd his-
diflike to Mrs. Lennard to ftifle ‘every.
generous and liberal fentiment of his lieart; -
and he was on the point of anfwering with
more warmth than he ever in his life ven-
tured to ufe, when fortunately, to fave him
from repentance, which would inftantly
have followed ¥ he had given his father
greater pain, the General joined them, and,
after a few common compliments, they were
met, as shey walked towards the boufe, by

Ds Mrs,
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Mirs. Somerive with 2 famimonsto breakfat,
Though the interpofition of the General had
a Tirtle retieved  both; hieenquiring eyes of
Mrs. Somerive were not eafily evaded or
deceived : (he faw, and trembled to fee, the
eEﬁotionQ that thook thefoul of her hufband;
“while, on the expreffive features of Orfatido,
difquiet and anguith, mingled ‘with forne-
thing ‘of dlfappomtment and refentmiént,
_were tod vifibly to be traced by paternal fo’
licitude. The prefence of the Geaeral, how.'
ever, and of the three girls, prevented'her
fpeaking of what fo much affeéted her ;' by!
degrees the clouds upon'her hufband’s biow’
fcemed lefs heavy; but Orlando was penfive'
and filent'? the’attempts he evidendy Hifte

to thake off his contern, were' * quite irefies!
tedl; znd as foon as His' 'bnﬁ} bréeakFift 'was

over, hé took hishar, anﬂ,turnmg to lusmo
ther, ¢nquired whether the dinner hout v was
as ufual {for on Sundays the family wcre
fomenmcs accuftomed o Fdine earlier) : {he'
anfwered ‘that it was; and Orlando, then
ﬂlghtly bowing to thé'reft, whs leaving the
room, when his fa.ther crled I thotight you
were
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wére-to pafs this, Lift day. of yourQtay in thej,
country with us, Orlaado,|”mmt L lball be-
back e dinner, Sir,” rcplu:d hcas,heﬂ)ur. Ihc
door,wSomcnvc, who, in th;cb‘pgd of hm
lofingMrs. Rayland’s favaur, and in l:u; hz-.
tred to Mrs, Lennard, had. fpahtn of Monp- 3
mia’ wnth more af] pericy tlmth fdr, ms now;
convinced. that ba,nﬂmcfs wou]d hav; htt]&
influence on the warm impegnous fﬂm ,v,i;
his fon; that he. wquld have’ dqne bgiter to:
have tifted to mlldnefs :qd ﬂcrﬁxaﬁm,
aq;leo bave. tw:at:d bam in, i sqﬁancc
h@had hnherto always ;!pnc, ratbcr wnh,

'_,,.

iy of a pnrent‘.
. Simng; with regres, angmﬂ:,. and dz&.p-
pointuent,, Oslando wanderod;-away. ﬁom'
the .boufe, hardly. Wm‘,,;why, or whither
he was going. Iofiead of obtaining for
Menimia his father’s proteéhon, and the
countenance of his family duriog Wis ab-
fence, with which he had, fondly flattered
bimfelf, he bad heard what almoft amount-
edtoa prohlbmon againft thinking of her
any more; aad bis own candaur and ﬁnca
Dy rity,
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on a youngman of fomuch tafte and fpirit,
He was however often uneafy, and particu-
larly after the dinner ‘party at Stockton’s;
on this fubjeft; but, upan enquiry, he
could not find that ‘Monimia was a girl
Jikely long to captivate his fon, or to en-
gage him in 8 ferious attachment. Some
perfons told him,. indeed, that fhe was 3
Ppreity gitl; others, that he'was a handfome
girlts but more, that there was not any
thing very extraordinary in her; while frong
atlier quarsershe beard that her aunt treated
her. like a comatan fervant,.except that the’
aever fat in thekitchen or the fervants' hallg
and that the bardly ever was feen by any -
of the family, being: employed in attending -
Mcs. Rayland -only when' (he was fick,
and. at other times in waiting upon or
working for ‘Mrs. Lennard ia -her ewa -
" room. : .Somerive therefore thought, that
whatever childifh affettion his fon mighe
have felt for ther, could hardly bave any .
{erious terminationy or any that could injure
him with Mrs. Rayland ; and if now and
then, on remarking forge peculiarity in’
- Dgs Orlando’s
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Orlande’s conduct or looks, he ‘recolle
Philip’s wild affertiond about® this -
maid of the Hall,” as he Wad hecufton
in ridicule to call her, the “hape. that fi
childith love would be forgottcn, and't
. idea he had taken up ‘that' Mirs. Lienni
kept her niece quite our of brlando‘s ‘wx,
his alarms ; for which indeed kéBad no‘te-
medy, for he could not ‘eiher objedt to
any perfon whom Mirs. Rayhnd ¢hofe
fhoutd ‘inhabit her houfe, or rémove Or-
landg from it till the prefent’ penod ‘when
be bad her confent and allifance: "
But to whatever motives thé ‘conddt
of Mr. Somerive was really owing, Otlane
do had feen it in that view orily thist wad the
mott flattering to his fanguine hopey’ - ey
fow appeared to be deftroyed !'or cvér ¥nd
be faw only defpair beforé hit,  Far from
being allowed to atk his mother’s pcﬂlh!'
fon for Selina to fee his Momrma, hé daved
#ot name her again, left ke fliuld recelve
an injunétion which the certainty of imthe-
diate death would not compel him to ‘obey s
and



THE OLD MANOR nov:‘z . 59

and his pro_]e&ed confcﬁion that he was
'gomg in the evening to ;neet hcr for the
.Jaft time, be now had net courage 10 makc,,
-ye4 be covld pot difguift it; for, fmce die
. Geaeml’s refidence in this fmmly, tbcn- fim-
. plicity of living, and their hours, had Been»
entirely changed ; dnd inftead of cﬁmng at
three, as had been always 'sfbeu' cuﬁom,‘thcy
“mow called it four  but it was o&cn, 1{1 ‘c’S&x-
pliance with the’ Gegieral’s ‘Babits; figat n
Dour later ; five was tbc kout M%nmw
mamed in her’ note ; it was perhi “the
only one in which fhe’ had 4" chariee Yof
N efcopm th«efore, whatcvcr n‘xg’hs bc'the
- difpleafure it occa.ﬁoned to his’ fatﬁ r’é‘nd
 his family, whatever inight be thir ¢injec-
N 'mres and remarks, he muft cwherfa;l’rctmn-
-, ing t0 dine wn,tlg. _ehem, or brenfc pcr-
haps before, the rcmov:d of the tabl: cloth H
o de the formcr wauld have Beed Tels ¢ un-
cafy to himfel, buq fxe feared it would'be
more o&'enﬁvc to hls faxmly Reﬂbiutcly
determined | to i'cc Momrma. ,ata:l cvems,
he fixed upon thc la.tter ; bat as “he colitd
bear no more of his father’s dn(‘plcaﬂn‘e than

BT s
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what he was. fure (he thought) of Learing
when he 'retiirned Cfroay his-lafk dear inter-
view, he could not refolve to go back to
the houfe, but coatinued walking, .almoft
mechanically, towards Rayland Hall,_for-
getting, in the extreme agitation of his {pi-
:i,is, how very material it was that he (hould:
not be feen after he had taken his laft leave
of Mrs. Rayland, and the believed him
gone out of the country. :
_ This pever occurred to him till, under
a hollow fand cliff that bounded one fide of
ghe great pond, rear the mill, on the verge
of the park, he fuddenly heard the ratde
of.a carriage, . and, looking bebind him,
faw Mrs. Rayland’s coach ftopping. at the
gate, within two hundred yards of him. He
then recollected the contemptible figure he
{hould make, and the irreparable. injury i
wayld.do him with her, .if he were detetted
in a falfehood, accompanied too with appa-
rent.ipgratitude ; but it was almoft too late
to efcape, for on one fide was the water,
and on the other a hlgh and almoft perpen-
dicular bank, that in fome places hung
8 - over
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over the roadi:—he: had pat, however, a
moment’s time to deliberate 5 but, feizing
ong of the roots that grew out of the fides,
he {prang up, not- without {eme hazard of
pulling the crumbling loofe-foil, of which
the. bank was formed, upom hith:—two
fteps brought him to the top, ‘wherc, how-
ever,. he would have been'in a more €x-'
pofed ficuation than below, if the holly,
hazle, broom, and branches of pollard oaks -
that clothed the top of the eminence, ha,:j
not afforded him a friendly concealment : S
he thirew himfelf among them ; and then,
 perfetly fure that he could not be feen, he
peeped among the -withered leaves of the
oak and the thicker green of the holly, and
faw very diftin&ly the carriage approach,
in which, with a palpitating heart, he per-
ceived Monimia fitting backwards with hey
aunt, while Mrs. Rayland alone occupied
the oppofite feat. He then recolleted,
that this was the day on which Mrs.: Ray- _
land ufually went in fate to the church of
a neighbouring pan(h 5 a ceremony that
was pcrformcd four times a year, when the
W
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weather did not forbid it. - e was emazed
at his own thoughtlefs indifcretion’; and
faw that he owed his efeape from its confes |
quences to a mere accident. On thefe ot-
dafions a footman. went bebind, and-Mr.
Pattenfon tode in great form by the coack
fide. ' It Bappened that. the. man: behind
the: coach. had been ordered: by his-Lady,
at the church-door, .t call with a.meffage
~ wpon her temant the miller, whom not
being immediatcly able to find, he ftaid
while he was enquired for; and Pattenfon
was under the neceffity of difmounting to
open the gate, which, as he was extremely
enwieldy, and rode a fpirited and well fed
horfe, was by no means the work of 2 mo-
ment. Orlando; after his apprehenfions
‘were at an end, found in this little incident
fomething from which he drew afavourable
omen ; he was pleafed to fee that, in con-
(Equence of his fuppofed abfence, Monimia
~was indulged with a greater degree of Ii.
berty, and appeared much in favour with.
Mrs. Rayland and her aunt : and it feemed
as if deftiny, however remotely, was de-
EEER R termined
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termined to favour him; for, in this laft,
as well as in.innurhezable preceding in-
ftances, he -had trembled on the very brink
of detettion, and yet he. had hitherto
efcaped ; .4t feaft ke had -reafon to reft
affured that Mrs. Rayland fufpefted no-
thing, and was far from imagining that her
.young: kinfian -was dcvotedly attached te
heﬁhlc, liumbh Mary

i
LERERS

-
-~ » se -
. CTE e e S

CHAFP



64 THE OLD MANOR HOVSE.

CHAP 1IV.

UFFICIENTLY puaifhed by the 3-

larm he had been in for his indifcre-.
tion, Orlando no longer ventured to appear.
where any of the tenants or fervants of the
‘hall might probably meet him ; bu, as he.
was afraid of returning to the houfe of his
father till the whole family were affembled,
left he thould hear more of the reproof he
could fo #ll bear, he lingered about the cop-
pices; and as a chain of them led to a fharp
eminence clothed with wood, that over-
looked a part of the park, where, among
the venerable trees fcattered around it, the
Hall-houfe appeared, he fat himfelf down
on an old feat which had been placed here
for the profpe¢t afforded by this woody
knoll, and indulged reflettions which,

ONE N though
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though farfrom | plealant; were mournfully:
foothing. He recolle&ted that, in this copfe;!
but a few years before, he had once been
permitted with fome other childrea to ac-,
company Mohimia. in gathering the quts
with which it abounded—How gay aqd
happy they were then! how unconfcwus
of evils to come!—Under that tuft of hazle
Monimia fat, while he threw the fruit
ipto. her lap; ‘and there, he purfued a
fguirrel for her, which e.(caped up that old,
beech tree'—-—The letters carved by’ the ruf-
tics, whofe Sundny s'walk in fummer fomg- .
times led them to this bench, remamed
he remenibesed them well; and, for ;he.
firft time in his life, felt dlfpofcd to take
his. fhare of this fpecws of fame*; and,.
with his kmf’e he engraved on that part of -

" % Soadmirably deferibed in the exqmﬁte pocm os
the Tatk, whcrc he fpeaks of the alcove
¢ Imprefs’d
¢ By rural carvers, who with knives deface
“¢ The pannels, leaving an obfcure, rude name,
. In charaters uncouth, and fpelt amifs.”

this
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this covered  fear which- had fuffexed leall

from -
 —— 1 fyfmpen' L
« Of rural lovers ¥,” s
the words—¢ OrLANDO, gth Deoemﬁer"
1776”—flattering, himfelf that this rude
memorial might be feert by Monimia, and'
draw from her foft bofom one figh more’
of tender recolleion, in his abfence.’ :
Thus paffed the time €ill the hour neasly
approached when he believed the whole
family would be together, and when he
flidld thérefore efcape any farther cohver."
facion ‘with his father: He made ¥’ vut‘
towards home, over hedges and’ thmgb
themoft padﬂefs part of this woody tbunt#fy’
and, entering the houfe by the kicehien, he:
eﬂtiuircd for his mother and iffers. ' *Fhs
fervants anfiveréd, that their miftrefs twas if,
and'bad lain down-on the bed; but that
the youn tadies were in the parlour.
Contethed “for his motber, whom he
fond'iy loved;, "Orlando ha{{encd into the
commioti parlou*r, ‘where e Taw Ifabella
!eamng her beadon' her hand, in which:

L Tuousox o
- was
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was an-handkerchief;| and, Selina hanging”
over her, her eyes ﬁrmmin.g with tears:
Orlando, infputing all to his’ mother’s il
nefs,.enquired, eagerly how (he chd and-
how fhe fo fuddenly. became il ? Selma, in’
anfwer, cxclauned “0Q, dearcﬂ: OrIando' .
hpw glad Iam you are come back' wc'
Fave bccn w:(hmg and fcckmg for you. ] )

. % But, .my mother!” cried. Orl;nd'o;
v my dea.r motber !”* . )
"¢ She is only .very n;ucb zgltatcd' ”.
rcp,hcd Schna, * and 1 hope win bc bemr
prefently :. but Ifsbelta, ) ‘)-

& What, for God" fake, has happened to
you ?” faid he, i mterrupnng one fifter,. md
addreffing his hurried epquiry to the other.’
" Tel hiny, Selina,” faid 1fdbella; * and
afk him how ke would a& if he:were fitu-
ated as I am >—T will goto my own room.”,

¢ What is alt this, my dear girl?* faid.
Orlando as foen as fhe had left the room :
¢ Ifabella ﬁ:ems lefs affe@ed than you are .

Selina then relazed to him, that foon. aﬁcr.
breakfaft her Father and General Tracy
had walked out together, at the defire of

the
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the latter: where the General had opened
his intention of offering himfelf to Ifabella
as an hufband-~ofOmaking very great fet-
tlemems if (he accepted of him—and, in
fhort, faid Sclina, * he made the pro-
pofal appear {o advantageous to my father,
that the difparity of age f{eemed by no
means a fufficient objeion againft accept-
ing it:—he therefore referred the General
wholly to Ifabella herfelf, with whom he
converfed as foon as he returned home,
zeprefenting his own fituation, which cer-
tainly affords us all but a-melancholy pra-
fpect, Orlando. He even. told Belle; in
regard to our circumftances, fome pat-
ticulars which bave been awing to Philip’s
expences, that my father fays he has not
ventured to tell even to my mother, becaufe
they would half kill her. ~~It feems that we
thall not have any provifion in cafe of our
poor father’s death, as Philip has ftripped
him of all he had faved; and as this eftate
* would be Philip’s, we fhould not have, to

fupport us all, above fourfcore pounds a.

year, my mother’s fettlemens; which, as
fhe

. et mma L4 Pt MR oA
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The had fo {mall a fortune, was all. fhe
would let my father fettle upon her.—This,
-you know, is not twenty pounds a piece, for
us; and Ifabella would not certainly be
happy with fuch a pittance, if it were pof-
fible for ber to live upon it: only, there-
fore, confider what a contraft the General’s
offers make—Befides the power fuch a match
-would .give her to make our dear parents
eafy (which I own is the only circumftance
that would fhake my refolution were I in her
place), fhe would be raifed fo much .in
rank ! and have fuch a large fortune :—f9
much {plendour round her! things which
you know.Belle has no dxﬂxlge to, -that I
believe fhe will confem. though. fhe has 3
Fhuadr:d times ridiculed the. Gcncral ax;d

when he has, been makmg lovc to her
Ll Makmg love to, her!” fand Orlando,

« has he long made lovc to her?” . .
5 “« 14bwk he has,” rephed Selina, ¢ 1
knaw yery little how people make Jove,
but [ am fure if thatwas not making love,
I cannotr guefs whar_is.. Belle, at ﬁr&
only laughed at hlm, and ufed.to fay fuch
rude
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‘wude things about his wig and his falle
«teeth, and the art he ufed to make himfelf
‘Jook young, that I have wondered an hun-
dred times how he bore it: bur afterwards
he grew more importimate, indeed |
 thought impertinent, and Belle threarened
to {peak to my father. As for my mother,
‘we agreed to tell her the fort of. langusge
“he held- whenever he could get. my ffter
-alone, or with only me and Emma; and
‘my poor mother, afraid -of difobliging a
man who fhe thought had -been fuch s
friend to you, and might ‘be to the whole
family, defired we would not rell my father,
who would certainly have. refénted fuch
‘behaviour, and contented herfelf with keep-
-ing-us out of his way, and never fuffering os
‘to berout of her fight. So the poor General,
‘not being able to{ucceed in carrying away
Ifabella on his déwn terms——"

«¢ Curfe 'on Hiis infolent préfumption !
‘eried’ Orlando paffionately; ¢ he never
‘could dareto think of it.”

-«¢ My mother,” anfwered Selma, ¢ be-
~lichs he did :—but-you fee he repents of

7 his
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“his evil intentiohs, and-is: decermin'ci!lo’-bc
: generous and hioneft v laRky: :
¢¢ And:does- my fifter Bel.lc accept of
‘him then - ,
#¢ That is -the matter now -in dcbatc.
My fadher has.reprefented the fituation the
will-be in, if he dies and deaves her unmar-
:-#ied - She knows all the pecuniary advan-
‘tages-ghat_attend fuch 2 fitnation as the
. General-offers her: and the queftion only
.18, whether, as fhe has no attachment what-
-ever, the charmé of grandeur, the chance
- okibeing a Countefs (for the General’s
elder brother has but one fon, a poor puny
.1boy);.and;being called the honourable Mrs,
Fracy; aré.aee {ufficient temptations: to
2aake Hes:forget that the bufband who-is
/to givehor allthefe advintages is a good
vdeal older thani her-father?” -
¢ And how do you think the dcbzte
‘will terminate?” faid Orlando.
;.- %¢ I@bella has been crying about it, as
you fee; and my mother’s being fo ex-
tremely affeGed made me cry: but I be-
:akcvc, Orlando, that the General need not

. defpair.
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defpair, , lfabelly, however, -has, defired
till this evening to confider of.it; when fhe
is to give bhim her anfwer herfelf. He
faid that he could not go to town and. leave
undecided a maiter on which the whole
happinefs of his life depended: nor coul
he bear to be in the prefence of the adored
obje&, till the hour when this decifion was
to be made: o as foon as he had made bis
fine fpeeches, he mounted his horfe, and
is gone to dine at Stockton’s.” '
¢¢ Selina,” enquired Orlando, €< tell me
honeftly, my {weet fifter, what you would
do, were you in Ifabella’s place.”
«¢ ] am very glad I am not, Orlando;
but I will tell you honeftly as much asl
know of my own heart—W ere my father to
fay to mie, as he has faid to my fifter Belle,
that to fee me fo opulently married would
make his latter days eafy, and fave him
from thofe hours of anguifh that now tor-
.ment him about the futurc fate of us all, I
thould certainly marry this old man, if he
were ten thoufand times more odious to
.me than heis. To make my father happy,
' Orlando,
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Orlando, whom |I;;now fec often finking:
under a weight of anxiety.that is deftroying..
him——tofecure toourdear indulgemgnother -
the comforts of affluence, if we fhould lofe
him—and to: promote your intereft, Or- .
lando, and poor Philip’s, and my fifter’s, -:
I would throw myfelf alive into the fire ; or,
what would be to me much more hateful, I
would marry a man whom I abhor.”
The fine blue eyes 6f Selina, on which .
- thofe of her brother were tenderly fixed,
filled with tears as the faid this—her voice -
failed her a moment—but her brother did
not interrupt lier and fhe went on,
¢¢ But were only myfelfin queftion: then,
were 1 to fec poverty and even fervitude on
one fide, and General Tr racy with his bro-
ther’s coronet in one hand, and a fettlement
of .ten thoufand a year in the other, I do
affure you that I thould refufe him.”
¢¢ Generous, charming girl!” cried Or-
lando; ¢ I do believe you, my Selina; and
I rejoice thay you are not expofed to the
alternative. - Belle, though I love her
dearly, has not, I know, quite your heart;
Vou. I1L. E and
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and I hope does not {o much diflike this
mdn, if it is indeed fo probable that fhe
will accept) of him-—Befides, the fituation
in lifs which he can offer, has charms for
her gayer and more ambitious mind, which
my foft Selina cannot tafte.”

¢¢ What fhall 1 fay to my fifter is your
opinion, Orlando?”

¢ That fhe muft confult her own heart,
my dear; for I cannot, in fuch an affair,
give any opinion. But now, Selina, as we
fhall not Lave half a moment. longer to-.
gether, tell me, could you contrive.to go:
. with me this evening to meet Monimia for
the laft time?” Selina, at firft, ftarted
fome obje&ions—If they both went out
iogeihcr their defign in going could hardly
be concealed; and (he fhould perhaps
incur the difpleafure of her father and
mother, who would not be well content
that Orlando, whom they probably wifhed
to confult on the important affair in agita-
tion, fhould quit them immediately after
dinner. It was however, after fome debate,
fettled that he fhould go firft; and that

Selina,

ae e oa
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Selina, to: whom every: thing was loan ren-,
dered.: éafy: drio:could:-cantribute to -the::
happine(s of ' her: betoved brother,. fhould .
follow hin ;: for, fhe. faid - that;'th¢ mighe.
then perhbaps not be::mifled ;- becanfe .it:
was often her cuftom-to fit of an evening-
with Emma up ftairs, as they had ufually a
great deal of work to do for themfelves.and.
their - mother ; ‘and: though this was not a
day ‘when they could: make that excufe;,
yet their habit of doing fo would maketheir;
abfence little remarked on .an evening when ,
a bufinefs was in debate fo momentous as
1{abella’s anfwer. - The brother and fifter
_had ‘hardly, {ettled their little plan of ope-.
rations, before they were told the dinner
was ready and on their entering the dip-
ing room the reft of the family were already
affembled there. -

. Mrs. Somerive, though fhe had colleted -
refolunon to appear dt dinner, could not
conceal the agitation of her mind-—Or-«
l1ando, fo foon to leave her, and the fate of
I{abella in fufpenfe !-~Her dread left her-
daughter fhould: facrifice herfelf and be

E-2 WPy ».
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unhappy, oppofedoto. cher) withes that fhe
might be eftablithed in fuch high afluence,
made her mind a chaos of contending emo-
tions ; whil€ Somerive himfelf, reading in
her couptenance all that paffed in her heart,
and knowing, even better than fhe did,
how neceflary fuch an alliancé was to the
prefervation of all the family, wis  evéd
riiore affe@téd; but he had yét fitength of
mind enough to conceal it better, and'to ap-
pear calni, though thoughtful and melan-
choly, 'frequeritly | turnmg his eyes dn Tt
belld, who feemed in 4 kind of elegdnt Yan!
guior; the effect of her "debate between'dud
ind’ indifference ; though, in' fa&, ‘it-hat
been ‘held much “thore betweet “avérfion -
apd*vanity, in whichithe latter hatdly siecded
che did of,any othiér’ conf' detation’ to’‘torhe
off coﬁquerel e e onw o
“In a family party fo’fituated, thert tWa
not, of courfc, miuch converratlon, and the
dinner paffed’ without any body’s eating,
though éhchh preéfled ‘the other to edt, and
dfftcted to eat themfelves;i-Otlandohardly
fpoke three words, and thofe were addreffed
' to.
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to his mother, the interefting congerp, of .
whofe il beautiful countenance wouode,ii
his very foul. Difiratted between the. fear
- -of adding to that concern by his abrupt
departure, and of a failing in his’ appoint- '
ment with Monimia, he bellevcd this dmnﬂ;,
ufelefs asit was, was the very longeft he ev et
fatdown to. . . Jult as the table-cloth was re-
moved, he heard the clock ftrike five ; and,
Jooking at his watch, which went by the
great clock at the Hull, he- found thexr
" own was ten minutes too flow. —Mogimia
t.hen was. waiting for hlm in the wood;
llﬁemng to every noife, and accufi ing him
of cruclty and delay! Before this xdca*,
every other confideration vanifhed ; and,
ftarting up, without even attcmptmg an
excufe, he hurried away ; nor had his fa-
ther, who called to afk whither he wasgomg
—nor the more tender voice of his mo-
ther, who cried, ¢ Orlando! my fon'!
furely you will not leave us!” power to
detain him a moment. He rufthed out of
the houfe, and ran, with the fwiftoe(s of an
| ndlan, to the great-pond wood,
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By thetime iheafrived theré, it was dl-
moft dark ; bur he dlfccmed between the
ftems of the tall firs the ﬁourc of Monitnia fit-
ting on the feat he had marked to ‘her as the
place of their meeting. Never before did
he feem to love her fo ardcntly as atthat
moment ; his heart was foftehed “by*'the
thoughts of their immediate fcpardndlﬁ
while, oppreffed with the occurrences'of the
day, it feemed ready to burft.—Biéath-
lefs from the fpeed with which ‘e ¥,

‘ a.nd hardly knowmg what he did; ‘Hé‘t‘hl’é‘w
himfelf,. on lus knees beforé’ ‘her, %Hd,
feizing her hands, bathed thcm wx:ﬁ fﬂs
tears.

The trembling girl, who had béen thcre ‘
even earlier than her appointriest,’ ‘dhd
- who had, amid an hundred othet’ féir
defpaired of his commg, alarmed a
unable rmmedlately to weep, hung ovcr
him, as with frantic geftures he fpoke to
her; and when fhe would have reproachcd
- him for the apprehenfions in which he T)ad ‘
- Jeft her, her words were maltuculate H and
it was fome time bcfore either of ‘them

were
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were able to congrntulatc the ot.her that they
thus met once more ! :
Alas! the bitter certamty that . A lon
dong feparation muft foon follow, ponfon-
ed the pleafure of their meering : nelthcr
knew how to fpeak of it,. yet ic: ‘was ime.
poffible for either to think: of a.ny thmg
clfe. . A BN ol
. - ¢Yougo to-morrow,Orlando ¥ faid Mo-
‘nimia,  Yes,” an{wered he ; and thep re-
lating what had paffed in regard to Ifabells,
.he added, that perhaps if his fifter detét-
: mmed to accep,t the offers of General Fr ragy,
_as he believed ‘the would, it - might be
‘in fome refpeéts advantagews to tn'm :
¢ for I underftand,” faid he, ¢ thit"tfie
enamoured old beau means, if Lis love:is
I'ucce&f'ul to return in a f¢w- weeks—per-
haps three wceks or a month, in-orderto
_carry off hls young bride ; and that he has
"hinted to my father, that from thence for-
ward confidering me rather as his brother
than his protegé, he thall not only procure
leavc of abfence from the Geheral of my
regumcm—(for I am not in his, but in that
E 4 where
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where his nephew, Caprain Warwick, hiasa
company)—but ufe his utmoft endeavours
to prccure the immediate promotion, |
own, Monimia, that though I think this
marriage moft prepofterous, and that my
fitter Habella is marrying merely for mo.
ney ; yet I am fo weak, and I am afraid fo
felfith, that the idea of grining by this
altiance the advantage of feeing you, which
I could net often do otherwife, makes me
half forget the difparity of the ages, and
overlook the abfurdity of & :man of fixty-
Fve marrying a girl of twenty-one ; indeed,
whether ‘I approved or difapproved it,
would in this cafe make no difference;
therefore, as' could not prevent the ¢vil,
if it be one, there is, I truft, no rmeannefs
in my- availing myfelf of the good.”
" Monimia felt a weight,-heavy .as the
hand of ‘death, taken cff her heart, when he
told her they were, in -confcquen’ce of this
new family arrangement, likely fo foon to
féet again, -‘Her’ mind, wkich ‘had dwelt
with-horror onthe fdea of a feparation for

momhs; ‘pethaps’ for ycarﬁ, was now re-<
s lieved,
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Neved, by fupppfing it. might ot be for
more than thige, wesks;, 39d_keqwing,ne-
-thing of miljtaryryles,(hefuppofled thatalier
the firft forms of engering o hisnew. profef~
fion were gone through, he might- -KEEUER O
the Hall; and that if fhe colﬂd,gp;;fgpm that
alive w,q;,cbfulnpfs, whichy hey qups, might
then rencw, fee him exery dsy,. te fhanlsl
-at Jealt know. that he was pnder. d;q fame
roof, or wuhm a few miles.of her; to knpy
even that he was in the fame county,; Wasp
fausfa.ﬁtnqn,. fhe (hould hegr Mrs. Raylapd
ijp:{!.lg of him, if the.was herfelf deprived of -
t}xe happinefs of meetipg him ; fhe (hoyld
fee him. in the park, and hear his yoige
-fpeaking to .others, if ki¢.was.not aljowed
to, {peak to her, : Perbaps Mpyg..Len-
nard, conviaced by .thjs_gb[enc¢~;h3}~hzb
{ufpicioas had bepn. groyadleh, . might
lefs vigilantly oppofe. their future inters
courfe. Allthefe hopes—for the hopes of a
young‘and ingxperienced mind; are fan.
guine and .eafily received-—ferved fo far
to,alluage. the .pain Monimia had felt on
- their fisft mesting,. that fhie became foon
R Es " able
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able to conyerfe with calmnefs: ‘and not
only quieted her own troubled fpiits,  but
erideavoured to {Gotlie and ‘comipbfe thofe
of Oilando.’ Her voice had upon his hedrt
the power of magic—delicioufly foothingas
it was, it excited that fort of ‘painful plea-
fure which %' only ‘expreffed by tears:
From this ftate of tender fyinpathy  ttiey
‘were {oon awakened, by a voice callingiata
diftance for Orlando.—Monimia ftarted,
in terror; but ber lover immedidtely ap-
peafed her fears, by telling her what his
hafte and the tumult of his mind had made
him ‘before omir, that ‘he had appointed
Selina to meet them. They now therefore
(as it was fo nearly dark that they could
hardly diftinguith their way) haftened te-
gether-towards that part of thie'wood from
wlence the voice came; and they foon met
the poor terrified Selina, who, aimoft fpeechs-
lefs with fear, on finding herfelf {o far from
home alone, and in a ni'ght that threatened
impenetrable darknefs, trembled like a leaf;,
and faid to Orlando, as Be took her arm
within his, that the whole world fiould ot
- ’ have
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have bribed lper to ventyre, what fhe had
npw donefor:him.. | . kg e
-~ He led again towards the bench by; thp
boat-houfc, though Selina- prefled. him.to
return home as foon as he,could.—<¢ I
tremble;” faid fhe, ‘¢ and am terrified to
death, left I fhould be miffed: ‘my. father
indeed is never very angry; bui juft at

_this time’1 would not for the world add to
the many caufes of uneafinefs which be has
about the reft of us.”—

¢ Nor would I,” replied- hcr bmshe!‘, )
¢ no Selina, there is not in the world any .

.facrifice I would not make to both or-¢ither:

of my pareats, except that of my. affeCtions
for Monimia.” -He thcn, though both
urged him to put an end to, this interview,.
which feemed indeed only produive’of
needlefs pain, infifted upon their fitting
down by bim; and, holding their hands,
which he ki{led as he united themn, he be-
fought them to love eachother when he
was gone, anl to confider each otherins
more than fifters ! He told Monjmia, it was
-in cover-of hisletters to Selina he propoitd
Eé6 -~ . ta
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-0 write to-her, and not hy tlic means of the
-under game-keeper, as.he had: oace prope-
~pofed; and he'shea engpired, if they could
not appoint fome one day in the ' week whan
.they might mest in that fpots <51 fhall
then be prefent with you,” faid he, moura-
~ fully, ¢ at lealt in imagination—yes, .bow-
_ever diftant my . perfon may be, my foul -
- wvill be herel 1 fhall, in fancy at leaft, ca-
- Joy.the delight of feeing together the two
beings whom I moft fondly love, and of
. knowing they are occupied with thethoughts
of their poor. Qrlando ! There is a ftory in
"one of the popular periodical publications,
.1 believe in the SpeQtator, of two Jovess,
who agreed at a certain hour to retire, each
from their refpective engagements, toJook at
the moon ;_ the romantic fatisfaGtion thcy
enjoycd n knowmg that the eyes of the pey-
fon beloyed were, at the moment they were
zmg on it, ﬁxed on the fame planet, will
by this means be doubled to me; fo: I
-Ahall know thz_u at fuch an hour on fuch
a tnormng my’ Monuma and my Sclma will
bc;u& in thns placc, 1 (ball fee ;hem—-l
fhalt
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fisall (ee thecagernefs with which' Menimb
will #k for fiews-of me—the: pleafure: with
which/Selim will give it—<Ewery objett
foind: this (por will be- prefenr ‘to- me:;
dird wheréver 1 may be, however occupied
in my' dity,“my foul will at that moméent
be particatarly here:? - ot it

" '‘8elina, not defs anxious tv gratify hidy in
this. romaritic fancy than Monimia herfelf,
new-flamed Monday; as the morning when
~this inno¢ent -affignation fthould be tiadé;
and give as her'reafon for it, that'ol thic
‘day Ker mother was lefs likely’to mifs Hét,
rbm her being then pamcularly éng aged n
ferding her domeftic concerns; ‘arid “thhe
-&s they did not always certainly réveive ét«
Ytets‘from the neighbouring polt tow#, -
. cept-on Sundays, the terning ‘of ‘the Y&l
" Jowing day of the ‘week w’on% 'bé' thall, in
- which it would be’ moft l’lkely the ’fhoufd
have thofe that werc to be “férit her fbr M&-

pimia. * ° e o
*'“Poor Moniniia, wuh adeep ﬁgh reﬂe&-
‘ed, ‘thae if all this wis ncccﬂiry 16 foften‘a
fepatﬂion of Grily ¢hice weeks (for Orlindo

had

0“
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hadagain affured her it would not be more),
a longer would be quite infupportable to
them both. The deep found of the great
clock at the Hall tolling fix, fillenly con-
veyed towards them by the water, roufed
" her from her momentary dread of future
forrow to a perfeQ fenfe of that which was

immediately before her. It was neceflary

to haften this dreadful parting; there was

not a-moment to lofe; for at a quarter palt .

fix the wasto be in the parlour to make thé

tea for Mrs. Rayland and her aunt, and

the nearelt way was near a mile to the

boufe.—Falteringly the fpoke to Orlando

of the danger of her ftay—he heard her, but

he could not anfwer.—Sclina, who was al-

mott as fearful of being mifled as (he was,

repeated it.—¢ Come then,” cried Orlando,

deje&edly, ¢ fince it muft be fo, let us gan”

~—He took aae under each arm, and was

moving towardsRayland Hall, when Selina

cried,  Dear brother! you will not go to

_the Hall?”—¢ No,” anf{wered he; ““ but [
will not fuffer Monimia to go fo far alone;

therefare we will fee her fafe in fight of the

. . ~ houfe,



{3

‘ ‘e OLD MANOR HOUSE. 87
houfe, and;then’ return.”—¢¢ We miuft be
very' ‘quick then,” faid Selina.—* As
quick as you can walk, my fiftér;” an-
fwered he, flill in extreme agitation : * for
I care hot how foon the pain T enduré at this
moment is at an end—1I fuffer the tortures .
of the damned ! The poor girls, terrified
at the vehemence with which he fpoke,
and the wild way in which he hurried on,
made no reply, and only exerted them-
felves to keep up with him. In filence
they aicended an high ftile, which in one
place feparated the park; and in filence
afcended the hill which arofe behind the
north front of the houfe.—Monimia then
defired him to ftop—¢¢ We are now,” faid
{he, ¢ within fight of the houfe, and: there
can be no danger for me.”—¢ Within
fight 1 faid Orlarido : ¢¢ How is that, my
Monimia, when it is fo dark that we are
hardly within fight of each other?”—
« No,” replied the; *“ but what I mean i is
that there is nothing to. feir in my croﬂ'mg
the park alone.”—¢¢ [ fhall go with you,
howcvcr,” faid Orlando, 1o the old thorn

in
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in the del} helow,” —¢ At the. bazard,”

faid Monimia, tr;mblmg, ““of our bcgag
-tmetby fome of the fervants at the Hall, or
people going home from their Supday’s yi-
fits to them ?”—<¢.At the hazard,”? added
Selina, ¢ of terrifying and difpleafing my
father and:mother ?”—<¢. At the hazard of
eyery. thipg!” replied Qrlando, with a de-
gree of impetuofity which neither of them
had gourage farther to oppofe. They again
became filent; and. as.thgy continued t9
walk very faft, or, rather to run, they pre-
fently reached the place which Qrlanda had
himfelf named for their parting; where MQ-
nimia again ftopped, and dnfcngaomg her
arm from his before he could prevent her,
pr:, faid,  fo Imtly, “’And now, Orlando)
Gp(} tﬂfﬁ you '———dcar, dear Selma e Shc

was quite ynablg to fini(h the fcntencc but, :

turning,, wmﬁd have left them, when Or-

lando, throwmg his arms round her, wildly .

prefled her to his bofom.—* Be not fo
mych concerned,” faid fhe, trying g)cntlx
to difengage herfelf; remember you haye
told me .we fhall mect foon—very foon

again s
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agkin s Or'landtﬁ‘ if youveilly 1ve mb—if
yoﬁ'plty me; dosot; ¥ implore you, detaid
me ‘now.”i—% I-will Hot;” (id he § */God
forbid that I fhould injure you, deareft;

loveliet—— 1" She was gone !'—he ftood
" a moment like a ftatue, ‘while her white
- ¢€loaths- made her diftinguithable through
" the gloom.—Selina then entreated him to
haftén home—¢¢ No !”” hefaid, dejettedly;
¢ No, T muft ftay heretill I hear the door,
" by which I know fhe will enter the houfey
fhut after her; and then I fhall be fure the
is fafe.” Selina could not oppofe this; it
could indeed take up but a moment—
¢¢ Hufh!” cried Orlando, ¢¢ do not fpeak;
let us liken—ba! the door fhuts! Well,
Selina, I will now go back with you; and a
thoufand and a thoufand times I thank you,
my beft Selina, for your indulgence to me.”
They then hurried back the way they
came, and with as much hafte as the dark-
nefs of the night would permit: it' was
above three miles by the neareft path’
and Orlando, occupied folely by:the atr4
gun[h of having parted with’ Moniriia, ut?
tered
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tered not a f{yllable; while Selina
fivelyi |alarmed leftrher mother tho
miffed her, felt her heart beat fo m
apprehenfion, that it was with th
difficulty fhe could keep pace witk
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CHAPV: "‘_

\\N their arrival, howéver, at the houfe,
‘Selina wasagreeably furprifed to find,
om little Emma, who was reading in the
om they fhared above ftairs, that fhe
ad never been enquired for; that the Ge-
ttal had arrived juft before, to tea, which
ns, on his account, ordered later than
fual ; and that Ifabella, who had been be-
w ever fince dinner, with her father and
10ther, was now, the believed, alone with
1¢ General, to whom fhe was to glvc her
nfwer.

The palpitating heart of Selina then be-
ime quieter : fhe took off her hat and
oak, adjufted her hair, and prepared for
1e fummons the expeéted to have to make
i¢ tea. Orlando amomentafterwardsglided -
? to them ; he.faid thére had been no en-
' qum&l
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quiries for Selina, and all was right.—1
went,” faid he, ‘¢ as is my general cuftom
when I come home, into my father’s ftudy,
but I f.und nobody; and, from what [
can gather irom the fervants, this import
ant anfwer has been given, and our old
brother is with his papa and mamma, and
with his- future bride ; they are all fettlmg .
the ceremony together.”

¢ How can you laugh, Orlando,” f:ud ‘
Selina, ¢ at any thing fo ferious »*”

«¢ Nay,” replied he, affuming a levity be -
‘was far from feeling, ¢ you would not hn
. ‘e cry, Selina ! If Ifabellais happy in this
match, furely her family have reafon to be
glad of it ; but one cannot help thinking of
Jaouary and May |” Selina had read but §
little, and knew not to what he alluded ;
nor had fhe time to reply, for at that mo.
ment Mrs. Somerive looked in upon them;
the fmiled, as it feemed, through tears,—~
¢¢ Orlando,” faid the, I am glad you are .
returned—Why did you leave us fo ab.

. ruptly after dinner? But come, my children, -
we wait for you below.”—¢ And.are we
to
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o find there a new relation, Madam »** faid
Orlando. ¢¢ Isthe General to compofe here-
fier a part of our family ?”—¢¢. Your fifter
wms decided that it (ball be fo, replied
Mrs. Somerive, ftifling a figh; ¢ and you,
Drlando, will be pleafed to fee how much
plaﬁu‘c this alliance (notwithftanding there
is certainly a too-.great difparity -of yearsy
gives to your dear father. The- difference
of age is indeed the only obje&ion: in
every other refpe&t General Tracy is' 2’
masch infinitely fuperior to what any of my
Jeughters could have pretenfions to.” VIR
Bowmerive then led the way down ﬁau's, am!’
Inr children followed her. RS
:. Doring {upper the General afflumed, as:
well as he could, the triumphant air-of &
young fuccefsful lover. lfabella was filent;'
and affeted refignation to the will of her’
parents ; while her father locked at her wich®
eyes in which doubt and’ concern’ weré-
mingled with hope and fatisfa&ion. It
feemed as'if he at once'rejoiced it havirng his:
davghter fo' welleftablithed, and yet fearod
that to the dazzling advantdes of tank and"

v . fortune
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fortune fhe might facrifice her happinefs.
None of the party feemed much difpofed-
for converfation ; .and as the General and-
Orlando were todepart early the next mora+
ing, they feparated fooner than ufual: Mrs, '
Somerive in better {pirits than the would
have been, if the General had not aflured
her that he would -himfelf bring Orlando
down with him, when he returned to claim:
the happinefs of becoming allied to her,
and might call himfelf the moft fortunate
of men.

"Calmed by thefe promifes, of which
fhe faw nothing that (hould impede the exe-
" cution, fhe beheld her fon depart on the fol-"

" . lowing morning, without any of thofe

paroxyfms of grief which Orlando had fo .2
much dreaded, and which he was fo ill -
able to bear. Before the travellers got into.
the chaife, in which they were to go poft
to London, the General demanded an audi-
ence of his future bride ; and Orlando was
at the fame time clofeted by his father,
who enjoined him to preferve his morals,
to attend _to the cultivation .of that good

opinion
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inion with ywhich the General honoured
n (points which a little experience proved
be incompatible), and laftly, to make
quiry after his brother, and, if he could
d him, to endeavour by every pofiible
:ans to perfuade him to return home.
Orlando promifed to obey all thefe in-
1&ions, to the utmoft of his power; and
ud to efcape hearing any other charges,
iich he might have found it impoffible to
ey, he received the fummons now fent him
attend theGeneral with pleafure ; for no-
ng is more painful than the fenfations
itch arife at the moment of feparation
ym fuch frrends, even though the abfence
but tranfient. The General bad paid
3 compliments all round, and Orlando
w embraced his family with tears in
3 eyes. His father wrung his bhand,
d once more gave him his blefling.—His
other could not utter the laft adieu! but
:nt back into the palour with her daugh-
rs ;3 while Orlando, feated by his military
itron, left his paternal manfion as faft as-
ur poft-horfes could carry him. .
: He
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He was not difpofed to talk ; but as the
diftance inereafed between him and Moni-
mis—Dbetween hit)dnd) his'family, all he
held dear in the world ! the depreffion of
his fpirits increafed alto; while his comps-
nion, as he approached the fcene of his

former habits, and thought of the raillery -

he thould encounter upon his new fyftem of
reformation, became more filent and con-
templative : the clamours of bis miftreffes,
of whom he had now three upon his hands,
and the ridicule of his friends, arof@ to his
imagination in a very formidable light;
but then the beauty, youth, and vivacity of

Ifabella* Somerive feemed excufes for a

much gredter folly than he was about
to commit. He recolleted many of his
acquaintance, whom he was willing to {up-
pofe much older than himfelf, who had
married young women without balf her at-
tractions. He fancied, that he was weary
of the diffipated life he had hitherto led;
that as he would foon be no longer a young
man, but be declining towards middle age,
it was time to have fomebady who thopld

6 be
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be truly attached to him ;oowhile his being
married did not at all preclude him from
gallantries, which Le faw every body elfe
purfue whether they were married or not.
The greateft inconvenience he forefaw, was
what arofe from the precipitate affeGion
he had fthewn towards his nephew, Captain
Warwick, the orphan fon of his fifter,
~ whom he had taught to confider himfclf as
heir to his fortune, who would be much
mortified at the difappointment. However,
he reconciled himfelf to this objection, by
reflé&ing that it would be very hard indeed
if his kindnefs to his nephew thould pre-
vent his grazifying himfelf; and by refolv-
ing to make young Warwick an immediate
+ prefent of 4 thoufand pounds, and to fettle a
very handfome income upon hini after his
death, that he might not be quite thrown’
out of thole expe@ations to which he had
been brouoh( up, when the General fhould'
have a family of his own. :
Nothing was farther from the General’s
intentions than to marry [{abella Somerive,
even wherhe had firft chaned his batcery,
Vou. IIL F and,
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-and pretended to her honourable love ; but
‘he.found .fo little profpe& of fucceeding
with her, even if all was to happen in her
family as he'had forefeen, and he felt it fo
impofiible.to live without her, that what he
had begun with the moft infidious defigns,
concluded at laft in an honeft, though an
-abfurd one: andhaving once taken the re-
{olution to commit matrimony, he endea-
voured to reafon himfelf out of every objec-
tion that pride, libertinifin, or the fear of
.ridicule, continually raifed againft it. Ifabel-
1a, whofe heart was perfeétly freefrom every
impreflion in favour of any other man, had

fo behaved as to make the enamoured Ge- -

neral believe, that only her charming re-
ferve, owing to her ruftic education, pre-

vented her avowing her attachment to his
perfon; though, on athoufand occafions pre-

vious to his ferious declaration, the had
placed his ¥anity and affectation of youth in
the moft ridiculous point of view, and had
fhewn him that (he did not care a ftraw for
him. _ E
But {uch power bas vanity in obfcuring
the
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he belt underftandings, that her ancient
over really fuppofed he could infpire her
vith fincere affeion for him. = Sall, how-
wer, he felt an awkward kind of fenfation
vhen he thought of the numberlefs gay
roung men with whom his . blooming 1fa-
sella would be furrounded when fhe was his
vife. Above all, he refletted with dif-
juict on his nephew, who was reckoned
ne of the handfomeft men of the times—
1e was three-and-twenty; and the General
elt no fatisfattion in being called uncle—
Uncle ! it founded fo antique. . Warwick,
ndeed, was never admitted to ‘live with
#im ; and he now repented that he had pro-
sured leave for him to come home from
America, in confequence of a wound he -
received there, and héartily withed him
back again ; but his return thither was not, 4
according the General’s own account, very
likely to happen. If the prefence of War-
wick at his own houfe in Grofvenor Place
was not agreeable to him, that of Orlando
was as lictle {o; and though not for quite
the fame reafon, for another very fimilar

Fa2 . Befare
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Before the “laft conqueft made by Ifabella
Somerive over the fufceptible heart of Ge-
neral Tracy, at leaft a third of it-had been
poifeficd by 'a young woman, whom: he
had purchafed of her mother, and whofe
afilumed .virtue "and great attra&ions had
induced him to admit her into his houfe,
where (he had reigned ever fince very def-
potically.  As he had not yet fettled whe-
ther he fhould part with her or not, or ac-
quired courage to tell her his intentions,
fhe muft, tll he could make up his mind
" on this point, remain where the.was ; and,
whatever might be his future refolution,
he did not greatly like that the handfome,
* young Orlando fhould be introduced to her
acquaintance. Ashe could not givethis rea-
. -fon to Mr. Somerive for not atking Orlan-
‘do to take up his abode in his houfe, he had
feduloutly avoided mentioning itatall. Or-
fando had never thought about it ; but, oc-
cupied folely by what he hid left, he con-
fidered not a matter {fo inconfequential as
" ‘whither he was to go when he got to town.
Tracy' had once or twice led the converfa-
: tion
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tion to topics/whichhe thought would en-
‘gage Orlando to fay what he intended in this
refpe ; but Orlando took no notice of it,
till, at length, juft as they croffed FFulham
Bridge, Tracy faid, ¢ Mr. Somerive, fhall
my chaile and horfes put you down in Lon-
don?—You know I ftop on this fide the
tarnpike, at Hyde-Park Corner; but the
chaife fhallgo with you wherever you pleafe.”

¢¢ Iam-muchobliged to you, Sir,” anf{wer-
ed Orlando; who never till that moment.
recoMe&ed that the General had-not invited
him to-his héufe—¢¢ but there is no fort of -
occafion to take your carriage.—I (hall go,”
added. he, “¢ this evening to Mr. Wood-
ford’s.”

‘Fhat was -a plan that the General did
not qu'gic approve of ; he knew that, if his
iatended marriage was once known at that
boufe, it would be inftantly f{pread among
his friends by means of the communica~
tion Wioodford had with many of their
“families, which was a circamftance he was
not yet prepared for. The ambition of
“‘Woodford himfelf, and .the- malice and
- i F 3 Afap-
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difappointment. of the two young ladies,
would bufy them all in circulating the re-
port; and the General, in love as he was,
and determined to marry, had not yet pre-
pared himfelf to ftand the ironical congra-
tulations of his male or female friends,
but particularly the latter, on his refolution
of uniting himfelf in holy matrimony to the
niece of his wine merchant. Thefe thoughts
" made’ Orlando’s intentions of going to
Woodford’s, which however he might
cafily have forefeen, very unpleafing to
him; and he remained filent fome time,
confidering how he might ‘guard agtinﬂ
the i mconvcmencxes he app\'chended.

His reafons for not giving him an"apart.
ment in his own houfe kept their ground ;
but he would very fain have prevent-
ed his going to Woodford’s, at leaft till
he had himfelf taken fome means to parry
the firft burflt of the ridicule he fo much
dreaded. He could not take one very ob-
vious means &0 prevent the circulation of
the news .of his intcnded marriage, by
requefting Orlando not to fpeak of it for

he
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- He Had often remarked that he was quick-
fpirited, not without 2 confiderable fhareof
pride,. and affe@ionate folicitude for the
honour of his- fifters;. to affe, therefore,.
making a fecret in London of what he had
fo openly avowed in the country, could
Kardly fail of awakening the high-fpirited
Orlando to fome degree of refentment,
ifnot of doubt in regard to the reality of
his- intentions.. After a long debate on.
the fubject, the General at laft recollected
that. it was impeffible.to fuppofe Somerive
Bimfclf would not write to a brother-in-law,
whom: he was fo much accuftomed to con-
folr; onva-fubje& 16 intereflig and import-
ant 3. and that,. therefore, any precautions
be mighs take in regard to Orlando would
be ufelefs. Itis true that his being by his
intended marriage allied to his own wine-
merchant, had before given him many fevere
qualms, which a glance from the arch and
bright eyes of 1fabella had at once diffi-
pated: but now, as he approached his town-
boufe, and faw thofe bright eyes no longer,
thefe fits of half repentance, originating in

F 4 pride
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pride and prejudice, securred with more
force; and when he arrived at his own

door, he/ftarted) fronicone of the reveries

thus brought on, and again faid to Or-

lando, ¢ Shall my fervants get you a hack- -

ney coach ?”

There was fomething in the abrupt
manner of afking this, which fuddenly con-
vinced Orlando that the General had no in-
.clination to afk him into his houfe. Piqued
by this obfervation,.-he- apfwered ‘coldly,
that there was no occafion.to trouble his
fervants, for that hefhould walk to tlie houfe
of his uncle, and would fend a -porter far
the {mall portmdniean he bad in' the chaild.
—By this time the Generul’s valet de chame
bre had opened the chaifesdoor, and Ose
lando, who was on that fide, got out. He
flopped ; and ihe General, as he followed

-bim, afked, in-a fow voice, fome queftion of
sone of the footmen who had been left in
town, and who canie to tlie chaife-door alfo':
to  which queftion the man anfwered
aloud, «¢ N, Sir! (e is gone out.” The
- General, turning to Orlando, who was
‘ coolly
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coolly avithing him a good evening, faid—
“ You - will certainly do me the favour to
walk in 7"’ .
. Orlando by this time comprehending
that there was fome lady ufually refident
. with him who was not to be feen, and
that he was oaly afked in becaufe the was
at thistime abfent, anfwered, that he would
rot then idtrude upon him :—‘<but as 1
thall want the: advantage of your inftruc-
tions, Sif,”” faid he, ¢ on many things of
which: I am totally igmorant, I fhall be
~ obliged to. you to tell me where 1 am to.
receive-your orders.”

There was a coldnefs, and indeed a
heughtinefs,- in the manner of Qrlando’s
faying . this, ‘that convinced the General
be faw and was offended by the evident
defigg he had himfclf formed of evading
Wegive him an invitation. More difcon-
¢ereed than he had: almoft ever felr in his.
life, he had again. prefled him to.go, into the.
houfe, which Orlando. again refufed; and
then faying he hoped: to hear from him at
Mr. Woaodford®s, when and wher: be
- Fg might
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might attend him for the parpofe of re- |

ceiving thofe inftru&tions relative to his
future proceedings whichChe had promifed
‘his father to give him, he again withed

him a good evening, and walked away.
Orlando had never been in London but
once when he was about fixteen, and had
then only attended his mother on a vifit
for about a week in the {pring, which fhe
had paffed with her brother. He remen-
bered that he never was fo happy as whes
they left it, and, on a fine evening of
" May, returned- from the fmoke of the
Strand, in one of the fireets.of which Mr
Woodford lived, tohis dear native county; -
where only there: feemed to be any happis
nefs for him. Since that time he had
saever felt a with to revifit London ; .and in
a melancholy mode he now ' progeeded
along the ftreets, recolle&ting httle mgre
than his way from Piccadilly to the Strand.
* Everyobje@ woreavery differentappearance
from what they did when he faw them before.
It was now a dreary, foggy evening in-De-
cember;and juftat the hour when theinhabit-
ants
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Ants of the part of the town he was in were
p their defferts, fo'that hardly any carriages
ut a few ftraggling hackney-coaches and
rays were rumbling over the pavement. As
.approached Charing-Crofs the buftle be-
' me more; and the farther headvanced, the
ng of coaches coming out of the city,
_ going towards the play-houfes from
r parts of the town, deafened him with -
hfe s but it was a mournful refle&tion,
Pat, among all the human beings he faw -
fwound him, there was not one interefted
Ror him. While the dirt through which he
Meded, and the-thicknefs of the air, filled
ﬁnﬂ with- difguft, his mind went back
p# the dear group at home : he faw them
Bl aflembled. round the fire in the little
ﬁlour—his father trying to diffipate with
8:book : the: various anxieties that affailed
for his children, now and then coms
Runicating fome remarkable occurrence
P his wife as (he fat at her-work-table :—s_
ke faw Ifabella employed in making fome
lide {mart article of drefs, and fancying
how well fhe fhould look in it—and Selina,
Fé while _
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while fhe and Emma were aflifting his

mother in’ completing fome linen for him,

more attentive to her father’s reading, often

skkiag queftions and foliciting information-

- But when' he had finithed this picture,

his fancy, with more pain and more pleafure,

fled. to the lovely figure of his Monimia in

“her folitary turret, fighing over the tender
recolle@ion of thofe hours which would

pever: perhaps return, fometimes with-

+ ing (he had never known them, but oftener
regretting that they were now at'am end.

- «=He famher ftepping cautioufly into the
Jibriry, .whenever fhe could find it open,
tb take or to replace fome book which they
had' read together—fhe fhed tears as fhe
read over the well-known paflages he had
particularly pointed out to her—fhe dwek
- on the pages -where be bad witk a pencil
marked fome peculiar beauty in the poetry.
He fancied he faw her take out the:Jock of
his hair which he had given her in a little
cryftal locker, pres it to her lips, and
" then imagining fhe heard the footteps of
her aunt, retra i haftily into her bofom,
' and
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and place it fiear hes heart. A thoufand
tender images crowded on his mind; he
quite forgot whither he was going, and was
.roufed from this abfent ftate of mind only-
by finding himfelf at Temple-Bar. Re-
called - then from the indulgence of his " vis
fionary happinefs to the realities around
him, ke'recollected that he had paffed the
ftreet where his uncle lived: with fome
enquiries, f:owcver, he found his way back ;
and, on arriving at the houfe, he heard
that Mr. Woodford was out, having dined
in the city; and that his wife and her
daughters were  gone ta the play with a.
party of friends who were to fup with them.
He was told, however, by the maid-fer-
vant who let him in, that he was expetted,
"and that a bed had been prepared for himr
by dire&tion of her mafter, who had re-
ceived notice of his intended arrival by a
letter from the country the day before.
Orlando could not help remarking to him-
felf, that he was likely to have but a cool
reception in an houfe, the inhabitants of
which could not one of them ftay at home

5 te
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to receive him; but he was new to the
world, and 'his heart-open' to all the gene-
rous {ympathies of humanity. - He thought
that relations loved one another as well in
London as in the country; but he foon
faw enough of thefe to make him refign;
with perfe® compofure, a too ftri¢t adher-
ence to old-fathioned. claims .of kindred.

.

CHAP,
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CHAP. VL

o

Moment’s refle®ion recalled the can«
. fufed and diffipated thoughts of Or-
lando back to the tranfadions of the day.
He had never liked General Tracy much ;
and he now liked him lefs than ever, and
regretted that Ifabella was to be his wife.
He almoft doubted whether he ever meant
to make her fo ; and the idea of any decep-
tion raifed his indignation. But he had
nobody to whom he could communicate
his thoughts : -and it was perhaps fortunate
for him thathe had not ; for his open, un-
guarded temper, incapable of diffimula-
tion, and defpifing it wherever it appeared,
was very likely to have betrayed him into
confidences with his uncle which would
have hurt his father. \
The moment, however, he faw Wood-
: ford,
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ford, he fhrunk into himfelf;* and inftead
of remembéring that’he had not yet been at
home to receive him, felt only concern
that he was come home at all.

Warm from a city dinner, the boifterous
manners of his uncle appeared particularly
difgufting to Orlando, who.bad lately béen
accuftomed to aflociate only with women,
er with his father and the General; the
converfation of the former of whom was peas
fively mild, and that of the latter fo ex-
tremely courtly that he feemed always to.
fancy himfelf in the drawing-room. Orlando,
therefore, was almoft ftunned with the,
halloo of his uncle on receiving him : he:
fhook him, however, heartily by the hand,
crying—¢ Well, my boy ! I’m glad to fee
thee : though devilifhly thou art bis, my
little hero, to find that all that old Tabby’s.
‘fine promifes end in fending thee to carry &
rag upon a pole, and get fhot through the:
gizzard by the Yankies.—Aha! I was
right, you fee.—Take my werd another
time. I know the world, and mever faw
that waiting for fuch chances anfwered—

A young -
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A youngfellow  may wait till he is grey
on one of thofe hags, and the devil a bic
find himfelf the forwarder at lak.—They
never die; for o’ my confcience I believe
they have each of them as many lives as a
cat : and when at laft they have the con-
fcience to turn the corner, it’s ten to one
but they bilk you after all.—No, no; take
my advice another time—never depend
upon them; ’tis better to fhift for one’s
felf.” .
¢« Well, Sir,” faid Orlando, whom this
harangue . equally tired and difgufted,
« you fee that I have followed your advice,
by embracing a profeflion
¢ A profeflion |” cried Woodford- with
a_contemptuous look ; ¢ and what a pro-
feffion !=To be fhot at for about five-and-
thirty pounds a year! Hey? or how much
is it ? thereabouts, 1 believe.—A rare pro-.
fefion, when a man ties himfelf down to
be at the command of abdut a dozen
others !”’—In this manner he ran on, no-
thing doubting the fhrewdnefs of his re-
marks, and not meaning to be rude and
brutal
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brutal in making them : yet Orlando fek
that he was both; nor was he much re-
lieved by the change in the converfation:
that brought the General’s intended match
into difcuflion. Woodford was at once
flattered by fuch an aliance, and mortified
that bis own daughters had miffed it. He |
felt proud that he thould boaft of having.
the Honourable Lieutemant General Tracy
his nephew, but was vexed that he had
not had any fhare in bringing it about;:and
this contrariety of fenfations found went in.
" the coarfe railiery Be uttered to~ Orlando,
who was once or twice on the point of
lofing his temper, before the entrance.of
the ladies and their party fiom. the play:

put an end to a dialogue fo very difagree-
~ able Yo him..

Young Woodford, who; having quitted:
trade to ftudy the law, was new a inotley:
compofition between a- city buck: and a:
pert Templar, accompanied his mother
and fifters; which he took care to fignify-
was a great favour, and not owing.to his.
with to. oblige them—but -to fee how he

S liked
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liked a young woman they had with them
from the city, and who was the only
daughter of a rich broker of the tribe of
- Ifrael, who had, however, married a Chrifs
tian, and was indifferent enough about his
‘own religion to let his daughter be ealled
a Chriftian alfo. Her fortune was fuppofed
to be at leaft feventy thoufand pounds;
and Mr. Woodford had long been fchem-

ing to procure a match between her and
" Mis. Jemmy :—to which Jemmy declared
-he would condefcend, if he could but
bring himfelf to like the girl. But he
¢¢ thought her confounded ugly, and had
no ‘notion of facrificing himfelf to money.”,
The girl herfelf, juft come from a board- -
ing-fchool, her head full of accomplifh-
ments and romance, was in great hafte for
. alover. ‘Mr. James Woodford was rec-
koned, by fome of his young acquaintance,
a very fmart, fathionable man; and Mifs
Caflado needed very little perfuafion to
fancy herfelf in love with him.
The intended hufband of Maria Wood.
ford and a young man who feemed to have
pretcnﬁom
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pretenfions to the other fifter, were the reft
of the party; who, preceded by Mrs.
Woodford, now appeared. The ladies of
the family fpoke with cool civility to Or
lando—the younger Woodford with the
air that he imagined a man of fafhion
would aflume for the reception of his coun:
try coufin: but under this apparent’ con-
tempt he concealed the mortification he
felt from the obfervation that Qrlande)
who was always admired by.the women
was much improved in his perfon ﬁncehe
daft faw him.

With bis two female ' coufins Orlandb
fiad never becn a: favowrite, notwithfiasd
ing: his acknowledged. beauty ;' and thi
for no other reafon, than becaufe he ha
never paid to their charms the tribute d
ddmiration they expe@ed from every body
Fiiza particularly difliked him, becaufe h
had refufed a fort of a propofal made b
her: father to give him her hand and
fhare of the bufinefs. But the youn
Jewefs, who confulted only her eyes, i
mediately difcovered, by their informatios
S oo th:
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thatthis ftranger, was the {weetelt, hand-
fomet, moft enchanting man in the world ;
and that James Woodford was nothing to
bim. She had her imagination filled with
beroes of novels, and the figure and face
of Orlando exally correfponded with the
ideas of perfeCtion (he had -gathered from
them; while the natural good-breeding
. which accompanied whatever he faid, and
that fort of penfive referve he maintained
in fuch a company, which gave to his
manner peculiar foftnefs, placed him at
~ once among the dear interefting creatures
“with which her head was always full ; and
fhe either (o little knew, or fo little withed
to conceal the impreffion he had made,
thit James Woodford and his mother per-
ceived it, both with -an accefion of ill-
“bumour whieh did not fweeten their man-
ners towards Orlando.
- At fupper every body talked together ;
though their eagernefs to be heard could
not be juftified by the importance of what
“they had to fay, which was chiefly remarks
on the players, criticifm on their acting, or
- anecdotes



*
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anecdotes of their Hves, of which the
younger Mr. Woodford had apparently a
great fund. Orlando, who knew none of

‘them, and for whofe converfation there

was no vacancy if he had been difpofed to
converfe, fat a filent auditor of this edi-

- fying difcourfe; now wondering at the

importance affixed to people and events
which appeared to him of fo little confe--
quence—now comparing the noify group
in which he fat, with the dear circle at
home, and his delicious #éte-a-tétes . with
his fofc and fenfible Monimia—and not
unfrequently looking with fome degree of
wonder on the rely cheeks, disfigured
forms, and difproportioned heads of the
ladies—but efpecially on that of Mrs..

‘Woodford, whofe cheeks were as red,

and whofe plumage waved as formidably
as that of any of the miffes. He foon de-
termined, that till he could finith his bu-
finefs about his commiffion, and prepare
for his duty, he would take a lodging, and
not remain where he was likely to find fo

) 4 little
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that this ftranger was the {weetelt, hand-
fomeft, moft enchanting man in the world ;
and that James Woodford was nothing to
bhim. She had her imagination filled with
heroes of novels, and the figure and face
of Orlando exaétly correfponded with the
ideas of perfettion fhe had -gathered from
them; while the natural good-breeding
whiceh accompanied whatever he faid, and -
that fort of penfive referve he maintained
m fuch a company, which gave to his
manner peculiar foftnefs, placed him at
once among the dear interefting creatures
" with which her head was always full ; and
fhe either (o little knew, or fo little withed
to conceal the impreffion he had made,
that James Woodford and his mother per-
ceived it, both with -an acceflion of ill-
"humour whieh did not {fweeten their man-
ners towards Orlando.
- At fupper every body talked together;
though their eagernefs to be heard could
not be juftified by the importance of what
- they had to fay, which was chiefly remarks
on the players, criticifm on their acting, or
anecdotes
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Never, mind, - my lad~-a foldier finds a
miltre(s wherever he goes; and though I
dare {wear thou haft broken a fixpence
with her as a token of true love—the will

not break her heart, I warrant her, while '

there’s a fturdy young carter in the caunty
of Suflfex—Come, moft magnanimous Cap.
tain, cheer up! We are going to drink, in
a bumper of fuch claret as thou haft not
often tafted, Confufion to the Yankies, and

that there may foon be not a drop of Ame-

rican blood in their rebellious hearts!=

As thou art going to fight againft them,
thou wilt help us drink againft them—
Come; your glafs, Sir; your glafs! and
*when that toaft has paffed, 1 have another.””

Orlando, who was more fhocked and
difgufted by every word his uncle f{poke,
now took his glafs in filence ; and Wood-
ford, engaged in fome of that converfation

1 which he called roafting, with another of

the young men, let him drink the wine
without infifting on his repeating words,
from which, almoft ignorant as he was of

- the



THE OLD MANOR HOUSE. 121

he:nature of the conteft with America, his
reafon and humanity alike recoiled.
But he did not fo efcape from the future
waft with which his infupportable uncle
bad threatened him. When the whole com-
pany had drawn round the fire (for their
fupper was now concluded), and every
glafs was again by the order of Mr. Wood-
ford charged—he, who in dining out, and
in the liberal potations he had taken fince
he came home, had already fwallowed
more than was fufficient to elevate his ro-
buft fpirits, ftood up with his back to
the fire in ‘the middle of his' family |,
and his guefts, and there gave a toaft
which had a very dire& reference to Gene-
ral Tracy’s marriage with his niece Ifabella,
interms fo very improper that Orlando,
to whom it was particularly addrefled,
felt every principle of perfonal honowm
or general propriety infulted by it, and
Pofitively refufed not only to drink it
but to ftay in the room while it was drank.
‘_;eing once roufed, and feeling himfelf
fight, the vulgar ridicule of his uncle had
Vour. III. G ay
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as little effect asthe more ferious and ang
remonftrance of his coxcomb coufin, wh
aflured him, that only his little knowledg
of the world, and ruftic education, couk
cover him from the moft ferious refent
ment. A fevere pang touched the fenfible
heart of Orlando, as he recollefted that ha
beloved mother would be vexed at this dif-
ference between her brother and ber fon:
but, when he related the caufe, he was fure
fhe would not blame, but commend him;
:and confcious of all the dignity of an un-
adulterated mind, fcorning to ftoop to
even an unworthy expreflion becaufe it was
authorifed by cuftom, or infifted upon by
a relation, he took his hat, and, .witling
the ladies good-night with great politenefs,
was leaving the houfe, when Woodford
himfelf overtook him at the door, and apo-
logifed for his unguarded propofal, by
which, however, he protefted he meant not
to offend him. On this apology, and o2
an affurance that he fhould hear no mor¢

of fuch offenfive converfation, Orlando re-
turned
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turned to, the room, though fully deter-
mined to leave the houfe the next day.
The licentious and vulgar mirth, how-
ever, which Mr. Woodford chofe to call
conviviality, was at an end after this inci-
dent. James Woodford, already deteft-
ing Orlando, could hardly be civil to him ;
the lady of the houfe beheld him with a
mixture of envy, contempt and terror:
the miffes, his coufins, felt only refeqgt-
ment and contempt : but the little Jeffica,
gone already an age in love, admired his
{pirit, and adored his beauty; and when
her father’s chariot, with an old Hilpah who
alted as a fort of Duenna in it, came to
fetch her home, fhe made a tolerably con-
fident advance to engage the  brave pretty
creature” to efcort her home. Orlando,
bowever, either did not or would not un-
derftand her; and James Woodford, piqued
at the preference given to Orlando, which
the lady was at no pains to conceal, {uf-
fered her to depart alone.
The reft of the party immediately fepa-
rated : the young barrifter retired to his
- G2 chambers,
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cbambers, hardly deigning to with his
country coufin good-night—Orlando, whofe

trouble no kindnefs from this family had -

power to allay, as their negle&t had no
power to increafe it, went to his room little
difpofed to fleep ; fatigue of bedy and mind
gave him up to a few hours of forgetfulnefs.
At dawn of morning he awoke, and, as he
knew it would be long before any of the
fervants rofe in an houfe where night was
converted into dav, he drefled himfelf; and
as the day was to be dedicated to bufinefs,
and he wifhed to lofe as little time,as paffi-

blc, he went to breakfaft at a coffee-houle,

and left a note for his uncle, faying, in civil
but cold terms, that, as he had fo many

affairs to tranfact in a very fhoit time, he

mutft keep very irregular hours, and there-:
fore thould be a troublefome inmate ina’
family ; for which reafon he (hould takes

lodging near the part of the town where -

his engagements lay, and fhould only oc-

cafionally trefpafs upon him for a dinner.
From the coffee-houfe where he break-

fafted he wrote to General Tracy, requeft-

ing
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' ing his diretions)ias)hedetermined not
to call at his houfe. To this letter, how=
- ever, he did not expe&t an anfwer till after
. one o’clock, as the General was feldom vi-
" fible fooner; and he employed the long
interval in writing to his family a (hort ac-
count of his fafe arrival in London, and
in pouring out his whole heart to Moni-
mia in a letter, which he inclofed in one to
his fifter Selina.
General Tracy was in the mean time
fuffering, on one fide, all the:apprehenfions
of what would be thought and faid, when
his intended marriage thould bz known,
by thofe whofe intereft it was to.keep him
fingle ; and, on the other; from: his fears of
Jofing Ifabella, his paffion. for whom abe
fence did not promife to do much towagzls
ringl Warwick had been returned from.
recruiting party above a week, anid had.
n feveral times in- Grofvenor Place
uiring for his uncle ; and the behaviour
lady of the houfe towards her ancient
was fuch as gave him great reafon to
fe that his intended reform was fuf~
G3 pefied,
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pe&ted, if nothknown. ©Of this, however,
he had no longer any doubt, when, going
late in the evening after his arrival in tows
to the houfe he ufually frequented in St
James’s ftreet, he was attacked upon this
tender fubje& by all his old friends, and
rallied without mercy. As he could not
deny an affair of which they feemed fo well
acquainted with the particulars, he took at
once the refolution to avow it ; their ridi» -
cule then ceafed, and Tracy returned
bome, glad that this firft burft of laughtcf
was over.

But much was yet to come of a more fe-
¥ious nature, againft which he armed him-
felf as well as he could, by refleGing that |
he had a very good right to pleafe himfelf,
and that neither Captain Warwick, nor
any of thofe other perfons to whom he
had given a claim over him, had any other
dependence than on his bourty. To the
women on whom he had made fettlements,
he knew he muft pay them; but whatever
he had done for Warwick was entirely
voluntary ; and as his nephew had no other

dcpendcncc.
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dependence, he would hardly, for his own
fake, fo behave as to cut himfelf off from a
fhare-of his future fortune becaufe he could
not have it aH.

Armed with thefe refle&tions, he deter-
mined to end this difagreeable ftate at
oace, by telling Warwick what he in-
tended for himfelf, and for him. And
when his nephew, apprifed of his being
recurned to London, waited on him the
next morning at breakfaft, Tracy, though
ke would rather have mounted a breach,
plunged at once into the fubje—inform-
od Captain Warwick of his intention to
marry, and of the immediate prefent, “as
well as future provifion he intended for
him.

Warwick, who had always feared his
uncle’s very youthful propenfities would,
as he advanced in life, betray him into the
very folly he was now about to commir,
received this intelligence with more con-
cern than furprife. He was himfelf of
the gayeft and moft inconfiderate difpo-
fition. In the height of health, youth,

) G4 and
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and fpirits, the admiration of every womas
he faw, and the life of every company
he went into)/ higOvanity ' did not allow
him to fuppofe that he owed any part
of that admiration to the profpet he had
of being heir to General Tracy’s wealth;
and, imputing it all to his own meri,
he fancied himfelf fuperior to the malice of
fortune. There were many poffibilities
which, on a moment’s refle&ion, weakened
the blow which this intelligence feemed
at firt to give to his fairet hopes—His
(mcle might change his mind a day be-
fore it was executed—the young woman
might jilt him—or, even if the marrage
took place, he would probably have no
children ; and then he fthould himfelf be fo
little injured by this match, that it was not
worth thinking about with any degree of
concern.—The thoufand pounds too, which
his uncle promifed him, was a douceur
that confiderably abated the bitternefs of
fuch intelligence 5 and Warwick, rather
through the carcleflnefs of his nature than
from motives of prudence or policy, re-
' ceived
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ceived this intelligence fo much more
calmly than Tracy expelted, that his uncle
appeared to be in a better humour with
bim than ever. This: uneafy fubject once
difcuffed, Tracy proceeded to inform him,
that the brother of his intended bride,
for whom be had procured an Erfign’s
commiffion in his (Warwick’s) regiment,
though not in the fame company, had ac-
companied him to London, in order to
equip himfelf for the fervice, ‘and to join
that part of the corps that were in England,
While he was thus fpeaking, Orlando’s
note was brought in ;.and .on Tracy hint<
ing that fuch were his withes, Captain
Warwick immediately offered to go him-
felf to the young foldier, and give him
every affiftance and information t:at could
be ufeful to him.

Inftead, therefore, of a written anfwer to
his note, Orlando heard . a. gentleman en-
quiring. for him. in the coffee-room; and
on his appearing, Captain Warwick, whofe
figure and addrefs immediately prejudiced

B Gs every
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every body in his favour, introduced hirf-
felf as the nephew of General Tracy.

If Orlando inftantly conceived a favour-
able opinion of Warwick, be was yet mor¢
ftruck with his new acquaintance. From
his uncle’s account, and from what his
own imagination added to it, he fuppofed
that he was to be a temporary bear-leada
to a tall ftraight-haired cub juft come from
fchool, who wanted a drill fcrjeant rathet
than a fathionable acquaintance : but whea
he faw, and only for a moment had con
verfed with Orlando, he perceived that he
was one of thofe beings for whom edwr
cation can do little, and whom nature bat
fo highly favoured that nothing can be
added by art. The two young men, thu
highly pleafed with each other, foon enter
ed into converfation, with that unguardet
familiarity which accompanies generou
tempers in the candid days of youth, Or
lando fpoke his mind very freely an tht
?bﬁ"d;;f of the match medjtated by the
Ky g e Wi

> € could not help ex

prefing
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prefling fome curiofity as to Ifabella, whofe
.charms had thus brought about what fo
many artful women of all ‘defcriptions
had been trying at for the laft thirty years
" at leaft. ‘Orlando deferibed " his fifter as
e really thought her—a very handfome
_ girl, full of fpirit and vivacity, with a great
deal of good humour—a good fhare of
underftanding, which did not, however,
exempt her from. being very vain, and
fomewhat of a coquette. It was on enqui-
ries relative to her perfon, which he faid
muft be extraordinary, that Warwick dwelt
the moft—¢¢ Really,” faid Orlando, ¢ I
have feen many women who are as hand |-
fome, fome handfomer. For example, I
think Selina, my third Sifter, infinitely
more beautiful, though 1 own to you the
B not generally reckoned fo.”—¢ Upon
my fowd,” replied Warwick, ¢ your family,
Somerive, muft be a very dangerous one—
Huppofe, though, I am pretty fecure; for
my good old uncle, or young uncle—I cry
bim mercy !—will not let me have a peep,
for the world, at this future aunt of mine!”

G Orlando
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Orlando was glad to fec that W
received with fo much gaieté de ca
svent which would have raifed

minds of moft other perfons, fo fi
inveterate enmity againft his whole
Warwick engaged him to dine ata
in Pall-Mall ; and they then went

gether, that Orlando might know w
find the trade(fmen for whom he ha
fion.

Cl
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CHAP, VIL

OR a young man of the temper and
difpofition of Orlando, there could

not be a more dangegpus companion than
Captain Warwick. Indulged from bis in-
fancy, by his uncle, in every thing that
did not interfere with his own pleafures,
and having no parents to reftrain him,
Warwick never dreamed of checking him-
{elf in whatever gratified his paffiens or
flattered his imagination. His fpirit and
Vivacity recommended him to focieties of
men, where he learned to be an agreeable
Aebauché, to drink without lofing his rea-
fon, but not always to play without lofing
his money. His very fine perfon, and the
foftnefs of manners he could occafionally
afflume, endeared him to the women,
among whom he was called the handfome
Warwick,
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Warwick, and with them Joft his time—
but hitherto’ 'without"' lofing his heart.
With all his acquired imperfetions, he
retained many inherent good qualities—
He was humane, generous, and candid:
his foldiers adored him; and his friends,
amid all that fafhionable diffipation in
which moft of them lived, were more
attached to Warwick than fathionable men
ufually are to any body. Orlando, in the
fimplicity of his heart, thought him the
man in the world moft calculated to be
his friend. Warwick was recruiting at
Barnet ; but, however, had obtained leave
- to be in T.ondon : and Orlando, who, after
pafling a few days with him, could lefs
than ever endure the fort of fociety he
found at Mr. Woodford’s, took a lodging
near Warwick’s, and they became almoft
infeparable. The General, embarraffed
between his love for Habella Somerive,
which he could not conquer, and his
prefent conneltions, which he knew not
how to break, paflfed in a ftate of mind
by no means enviable the firft week afeer

' his
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his return to London; but the greateft
torments 'he' was'to’experience had not yet
overtaken him, for the focieties of fathion-
able women, among which he had been
the oracle, were not yet aflembled for the
winter. He dreaded, when he met them,
not only the lofs of his confequence, but
the fcorn and ridicule he thould be expofed -
to. He wifhed to be once married, when
common civility would reprefs thofe far-
cafms to which he knew he fhould be
otherwife expofed ; yet as the preparations.
neceffary for this important event, which
he affured Mr. Somerive he would haften,.
were to be begun, his refolution failed :,
he withed he had not gone fo far, but. *
bhad adhered to his former cruel plan, -
of waiting till the death of hes father, and
the diftrefs and difperfion of her family,
which that event threatened, had thrown
her into a fituation in which it was likely
fhe might be tempted to accept lefs ho-
pourable propofals. While the mind of the:
ancient lover thus fluttuated between the:
fear of lofing her quite, and the reluc-
: tance
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tance he felt to refign his liberty to.obtaia

her, Ifabella‘difcovéred no impatience for

his return; but waited for her promifed

dignities with tranquillky, which her father

was far from fharing. The painful ides

of facrificing his daughter to mercenary

confiderations, was not more fupportable

than that of leaving her deftitute, together

with the reft of his.family, of a comfortable

fubfiftence ;. but, above all, the cruel de- -
fertion of his eldeft fon, of whom he had

now heard nothing for many weeks, cor-

roded his heart with.unceafing torments;

and thofe torments were increafed by the

neceffity he impofed upon himfelf,.of con-

cealing them as much as: poffible from his:
wife.

The letters he received from Orlando-
.were his only confolation ;. yet-even thefe
were embittered, by hearing, in every one-
.of them, that all his enquiries. after. his
brother had hitherto been fruitlefs,. War-
wick, who found great pleafure in his
company, had, very early in their acquaint-
ance, learned. the fource of that anxiety

which
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which often clouded the open countenance
of his friend; and in hopes of meeting
Philip Somerive, they had gone together,
not only to public places, and to all parts
of them which it was likely he might fre-
quent, but to gaming-houfes and taverns
of the fecond clafs, where, from Orlando’s
defcription of his brother’s ftyle of converfa-
tion, Warwick thought it moft likely he
would be found : but they gained no intel-
ligence of him ; and the very refearch was
not made with impunity by Warwick,
who could feldom help engaging in any
thing that. was going forward. But Or-
lando’s affeGtion for his family, and for
Monimia, fecured him effectually from the
infeCtion of fuch focieties—he had firength
of mind enough to confider how much
be owed to them and to himfelf, and to
refle@ how unpardonable his condu& muft
appear to his father, if, in undertaking to
recover his brother, he fhould lofe biunfelf,
T hefe refle&ions, and an heart almoft infen-
fible of all pleafures but what were derived
from the hope of pafling the fummer of his

life
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life with Monimia, were antidotes even to
the influence of Warwick’s example, who
often gaily’ rallied his''country prejudices,
but never ferioufly attempted to perverc
his principles—and fometimes, in theic
more ferious converfations, was candid
enough to own that he (hould himfelf be &
happier man if he did not, rather than in-
cur the ridicule of thofe for whofe opinion
he felt only contempt, plunge imto vices
for which he had no tafte, and call purfuits .
pleafurable, which, in fa&, had no powcr
to beftow pleafure. '
Orlando had now been three weeks in
London; for the plan of returning to pafs
his Chriftmas at Wolverton, which had
been once propofed, had been given upe
The General, contented with having intro-
duced him to Captain'Warwick, had feen
no more of him fince than common civility
* required, and was now gone to pafs that
fpace of time between the end of the old and
the beginning of the new year, when it is
very unfathionable to be in London, at the
houfe of his brother, Lord Barhaven, who
ufually
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ulually remained at his northern refidence
till the end of January. The General had
originally propofed to return to Somerive’s
houfe at this time; but not having yet

* recovered the doubting qualms which he
bad fince felt, he thought a fortnight at his
brother’s, where he hoped and believed

" 10 idea of his intentions could yet have
been heard, would give his arguments
on both fides fair play, which now were fo
equally balanced : - he fhould be alike
removed from the fafcinating charms of
the bloomiag Ifabella, and from.: thofe -
tivals who, in London, had many efta.
blithed claims on his heart and his pocket,
—He thould not, on one hand, be delight«
ed -with the {petacle of family happinefs

and domeftic comfort, which the circle at

Somerive’s houfe offered to him ; nor, on

the other, dread the ridiculous light into
which the wit of his London friends threw
his intended marriage with a beautiful
ruftic, young enough to be his grand.
daughter, For thefe reafons he wrote to

Somerive, lamenting the neceflity he was
under
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under to change his plan ; and alleging
that it was family engagements alone that
impelled him to do fo, but that as foon as
they were fulfilled he fhould haften on
the wings of rapture to Weft Wolverton,
he fet out for the North.

Orlando continued another month in
town without hearing of his return, or |
wifhing to hear it for any other reafon than
becaufe it would, he thought, be the fignal
of their going down together to the houfe
of his father.—At the end of that time he
became impattent—Mve had been: mow above
fix weeks abfent, and the letters he had
from his family, but ftill more thofe he
lefs frequently received frem Monimiz,
irritated this impatience. The anguith
of mind that every week increafed, while
Mr. Somerive had no news of his eldeft
fon, was by his letters forcibly expreffed
to Orlando, whilehis mother and his fifters
gave him mournful accounts of his far
ther’s health, Mrs. Rayland’s letters were,
though very rare, the greateft alleviations
to his uncafinefs that Orlando received ;

: for
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or they were as expreffive of kindnefs,
ind of increafing attachment to him, as
he referve of her manner, and the for-
nality of her ftyle, would permit them to
be ; and it was a great and very unufual
degree of favour towards any one, that
alone could urge her to write at all. The
two letters he received from her, there-
fore, were confidered by Orlando as being
more unequivocal proofs of her fettled
affettion for him, than any fhe had yet
given.

Still the time that was to intervene before
he fhould be permitted to return to the dear
paternal {pot, around which were affembled
all the future hopes of his life, feemed in-
fupportably long.—He was now in Hert.
fordthire with his men ; and only occafion-
aly obtained a.few days to pafs with his
friend Warwick in London. In the tedious
days he paffed almoft alone in a little coun~
try town, his refource was in books, and to
fuch as he could-attain he applied himfelf
with more avidity than he had ever done
at the Hall. Thus paffed the month of

Febrary,
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February, and part of March.  Mr. Some-
rive then believing, with great appear-
ance of reafon, that Tracy was trifling
with his daughter, wrote to the General
in {uch a way as muft bring on a decifion.
In confequence of this, the General, ftill
wavering, returned to London, from
whence, and from his duty in Parliament,
he had abfented himfelf fince the begin-
ning of the feffion on pretence of ill health.
On his arrival in town a circumftance
“awaited him, which called him back tohis
honeft refolutions ; for the young woman,
on whom he had profufely lavithed great
fums of money, who was eftablithed in his
houfe, and whofe fettlement he had lately
increafed in confequence of his propofed
~ marriage, had quitted his houfe the evening
before that on which the knew 'he was to
return to it, leaving a letter, in which fhe
turned him, and all ker former profeffions of
attachment to him, into ridicule. She took
with her all the prefents he had made her,
to a very confiderable amount—gave him

the name of fa perfon whom fhe had au-
thorifed
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shorifed to receive the annual fum he was
‘to pay her—informed bim fhe was gone to
Jtaly with 2 young man of fafhion, whom
4he named to him, and was his moft obe-
«dient humble fervant.

As .the exceffive vanity of the General
had blinded him fo far as to make him: be-
liecve he was extremely beloved by this
young woman, who had always laughed
at and impofed upon him, he was thun-
derftruck by an incident {o unexpected,
and cruelly mortified to find, that while
he was meditating how to foften to her the
pain of parting, fhe was thinking only of
flying from him with a younger lover. His
refolutions in favour of matrimony, which
-pride and the dread of ridicule had at leaft
fufpended, now returned in all their force.
He immediately wrote to Somerive, ex-~
cufing, as plaufibly as he could, his late
apparent backwardnefs, and acquainted
him that he -only waited for the drafts
of the fettlements, which, as particular
circumftances in his affairs rendered much

© attention

S
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attention to them  neceflary, his folicitor
had promifed to have drawn up, and laid
before two of the moft eminent counfel—
all which he was affured would not take up
above a fortnjght, at the end of which
time he thould lay himfclf and his fortune
at the feet of his adorable Ifabella.

The General however, though he was now
really in earncft, could not prevail on
men of Jaw to make a forced march in his
favour ; and the fortnight elapfed in queries:
and queftions in which there feemed no
other end to be obtained than that of in-
creafing the fees of the gentlemen of the
long robe, and the bill of attendance to the
attorney. . Somerive again .thought him-
felf trifled with ; and the General, in order
to convince him he was not, went down
on a fudden to Weft Wolverton, where

the charms of Ifabella regained at once

all their power; and after ftaying ten
days, and renewing, in the moft folemn
manner, his engagements with Somerive,
be returned to London, to make the laft
preparations for his marriage, which was

2 fixed

1
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& to be within three weeks. - As it had
g been fettled that Orlande was then to
urn hemse 10 ‘be' prefent at-the celebra. -
n of thefe nipuwals, he heard that all
s at” length fettled, with a mixture of
safare and pain—The delight be felt at
2. idea: of - returning to . fuiends.fo dear
him—above all of {eeing his: Monimia, -
s embacteréd by refleCting on the facri-
¢ his fiter was about to make in this "
requal -marriage ; nor could: he refle®
ihaug: regret ' on the injury it wauld do
»the infereft of "his .friead” Warwicek,
ho, however, fpoke: of it himfelf. with -
vlofophic gaiety. :
It was. near the end of Aprll befom thc,
eneraly whonow remained fteady to'his’
gagements, could prevail upom the :raidy ;
scial pleader, the puzzling counfel, and -
e parchment-loving folicitar, to com-
ste .their parts:in this intended contrad. -
t” Iaft: -however :the..General, . atfended
~ewoiof them; fet out for Weft Wolveton,
dina few days was followed by Or-:

mdo. * o .
Verdlon HJ. H Thc
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"The day, after his_arrival was occupied
till it was almoft dark, with the ceremony
of hearing thefe endlefs fettlements read ;
and, as he was a party te them all, it was
impoflible to efeape, even on pretence
of the indifputably neceflary vifit to Mrs,
Rayland ; but the inftant they were figned
he flew eagerly to the Hall. ‘ -

The fight of the many well-known ob-
je&ks on his way—every tree, every (hrub,
recalled to his mind a thoufand pleafing
ideas ; and as he paffed haftily through the
fir wood, where in a dreay night of De-
cember he had laft parted from Monimia,
or at leaft paffled a few agitated moments
previous to their parting, he compared
his prefent fenfations with what he had
at that time felt, and laughed at the fu-
perftitious impreffion given him then, and |
on fome former occafions, by the gloom of
the winter fky—when he fancied that,
in the hollow murmur of the breeze, he
heard, ¢ Orlando will revifit thefe fcenes
no more !”

Every objeét, then wrapped in real and

P
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maginary horrors, was now gay and joyous.

t was a lovely glowing evening, towards

he end of April.—The fun was fet, but -
iis beams {ill tinged with vivid colours

he weftern clouds, and their refleGtion

save the water of the lake that warm and

ofeate hue which painting cannot reach..
—The tender green of {pring formed to

:his a lovely contraft ; and, where the wood

of ancient pines ceafed, his path lay through

v coppice of low underwood and young

felf planted firs—the ground under them

thickly ftrewn with primrofes and the ear-

liet wild flowers of the year,

Hope and pleafure feemed so breathe
around him—FHope and pleafure filled the
heart and flathed in the eyes of Orlando;
and perhaps the moment when he reach-
ed the door of the old Hall, though he
was forced to ftop a moment to recover
his breath and recolle&ion, was one of the
happieft in his life. '

It had been the eftablithed cuftom, from
his firft admiffion te the Hall, never to
enter the apartment of Mrs. Rayland but

Ha2 on '
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on permiffion ; but now, as he had inform.:
ed her from Londoa that he intended to be
at the Hall in a few days, and had receiv-
ed an anfwer moft cordially inviting him,
his impatience would not permit him to
wait for this ceremony ; and he hardly felt
the ground betreath him, as he fprang up
the ftairs that led to her ufual fitting par-
lour, and opening the door, faw, by the
faint light which the old gothic cafements
afforded at that hour of the evening, Mo+
nimia fitcting on the oppofite window feat’
alone. He flew towards her, forgetting;
at that moment, that the world contained
any other being. Surprife and pleafuré
deprived her as much of her recolle&tion
as they had done her lover; but it return.
ed fooner, and fhe entreated him to for-
bear thofe frantic expreffions of tendernefs
which were fo dangerous in fuch a place.
—<¢ Where are the old Ladics then ?” cried
he—¢¢ they are only walking in the gal-
lery,” replied Monimia,  as Mrs. Ray-
land was not well enouph 10 go out 1o-day
—they will be back immediately.”—¢¢ That’
' cannot
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«cannot be,?cried  Orlando, impatiently,
¢ for you know how flow their progrefs is ;
but let us not lofe a moment in talking of
them.—Tell me, Monimia, can I{ee you
:at pight as I ufed to do »—Are you ftill in
your turret, with the fame means of leavirg
it #*—Tell me, Monimia, I mult pot—I
-cannot be refufed.” ‘

¢ Ah, Orlando!” anfwcrpd the faltqruag
Monimia, * deareft Orlando! how eften
have I repented of thofe dangerous, thofe
jmproper meetings ;- with how.much dif-
ficulty we efcaped, and how' impoflible it
would have been:.for any other circum-
flance than your ablence to have quictod
the {ufpicions of my aunt!—And ought
.we now to.repew thishazardous corre] poad-
;noc—ougbt we ta iacur. agam fuch dan-
ger?”’~Orlando mterrupted her ¢ Qught
we !” exclaimed he, & Is that a, quc[hon
_ Mom{ma wonld have- made ?ftgr fo long
an abfence, if Monimia was not changcd 1’
¢ Changed, Orlando ! can you thmk .me
;hangcd iGN Prove then that you ar¢
nat,” faid ha, again lmpauently mtcr-
H 3 mpung

A
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rupting her;z, ¢ let, me fee-you to night;
my leave of abfence is only for a few days,
till my fifter is married, and I muft not—
I will not be trifled with.”—¢¢ Oh, huth!
huth |” whifpered the, ¢ there is a noife!
s¢ they are coming from the gallery!—I
had better not be found here with you.”
=—¢ Promife then, Monimia— promife
me, and you fhall go.—I will hazard
every thing, even an immediate difcovery,
if you refufe me.” Monimia, trembling
at his vehemence, then fighed her confent—
and hardly knowing what fhe was about,
gathered up the work that lay in the witi-
dow feat, and foftly left the room, while
Orlando walked to the other end .of it,
afluming, as well as he was able, an air
of unconcern; but before he bad made a
fecond turn Mrs. Rayland entered—and
ftarted at the fight of him, though fhe
bad expeted him efther that day or the

aext.

He approached her with all that affec-
 tion which is infpired by gratitude ; and as
hc fCﬁJe&fuily klﬂ'ed her hand, the ex-
Ppreficd
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prefled her pleafure at feeing him returned.
He then paid his compliments to Mrs.
Lennard, whofe eyes he faw were throwa
round the reom for Monimia; fhe re-
turned his civilities, however, with greac
good humour. Candles were ordered, and
Mrs. Rayland invited him to fupper, and
to take up his refidence at ¢he Hall—fa-
wours which, with unfeigned pleafure, he
accepted. The oid Lady, who had now
iong been accuftomed to contemplate Or-
lando as a creature.of her own forming,
was pleafed to fancy him improved, 'b‘otix
in his perfon and his manners, during his
ghort abfence.—He bad acquired amilicary
mr-—:he was more eafy, butnot lefsrefpe&-
ful; and fhe fancied that he refembled her
grandfatber s pifture more than he ufed to
do ; but the exprefled fore {urprife not te
{ee him in uniform, which f{he faid, in her
time, all gentlemen of the army appeared
in ufualy.

Orlando promifed he would. conform -
to what fhe thought right in that refpect—~
not bowever without fome apprehenfions,

H 4 that
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.that as he advanced in life the would pro-
. pofe to him, 'in order that he might be fill
more like Sir Orlando Rayland, whofe
portrait {he withed him to refemble, o
purchafe a tie wig, and brandifh a fword,
.of which the guard fhould. be loft inan
immenfe fleeve. ,

As Mrs. Rayland was not very well,
having lately had an attack of ‘the gout,
to which fhe was in the {pring particulady -
fubje@, fhe difmiffed the young folditr
-early; and it was. with inexpreffible de-
light that Orlando took poffeffion once
more of his old apartments, which bad
been carefully prepiared for him. It woud
_ not be eafy to defcribe the fubfequent
meeting between ‘him and Monimis, who
fulfered herfelf to be perfuaded to renew
‘that clandeftine intercourfe, -which they
had both fo ofien condemned as wrapg,
and renounced as dangerous; but when
Monimia could prevail upon him to talk
lefs of his prefent happinefs, and t6 be
more reafonable, (he related 1o. him ail
that had pafed. during his abfencesHer

: ‘. A - life
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Jife had, however, afforded very little va-
riety, but was rather amended in regard
to Mrs. Lennard’s ticatment of her, who
employed her more than ufual in attend-
ance on Mrs. Rayland, in order to fave
herfelf trouble, gave her more liberty, and
was rather lefs barfh towards her than
' forrnerly:—Sﬁe related, that fhe was now
ofien fuffered to go to church, which had:
afforded her the opportunities fthe had
foatched to meet Selina and correfpond
with him. Her aunt had apparcml)r' for~
gotten her [ufpicions and anger when he
wias 10 longer .near the Hall; and the
i ifappearance @f Betty Richards, whe was
£aid to have gone off (according to her
Saen aflertions) to Philip. Somerive, and!
was yeported to be fupported by him ia
f.ondon, had-been the means of eradicating
entirely from the miad of Mrs. Rayland
d1 chofe fufpicions which ‘the: goffip of
the country, colleted and repeated by the
jealoufly of the old butler, had' miade o
hes mind ; and' fhe now thought bétter of
" ®HBs5 .. -Orlando
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Orlando than, if thefe-doubts had never
been raifed.

Orlando; in colleting all thls from Mo-
nimia, faw too clearly the realon why his
brother had fo caréfully avoided him ; and
‘amid all the delight of which his heart
avas fenfible in this canference, it felt s
dharp pang, when he refleted how great
an acceflion of pain this intelligence, which
did not feem to have reached him yet,
would give to the already wounded heart
of his father. .

Day unwelcomely appeared, and it was
dangerous for Monimia to ftay a moment
Jonger.—Orlando  condu@ed her fafely
back, extorting from her a promife that

they fhould meet every night during the

{hort time he was to flay. When he left
her his (pirits would not allow him to
fleep.—The morning was delicious, and a
thoufand birds from the woods, on every
fide the park, feemed to hail his arrival,
Againall the enchanting vifions with which
- youth and hope bad formerly foothed his
wind re-appeared—never did they feem to
him
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lm fo likely to. be realized.. His fan.
guine imagination, no longer reprefied, by
Joubts of Mrs. Rayland’s intenticps to
wards him, which were now every thing
sut alually declared; reprefented f0 him
the mofl bewitching fcenes of future hap-
sinefs. . The only alloy was his brother’s
indifcretions ‘and his father’s health; btait
he-helieved he fheuld be. able to "obviate
the iinconveniencies of the one, and to
reftore the othier, when he fhould poflefs,
what the courfe of nature rendered like-
ly to be at no great diftance, the property
€ Mrs.. Ragland, which he meant to re-
ﬁgn to his:father for. his Jife.

: ¢ Happy pliability of the human f-'pmt 4
Ejlappy that peried, when youth,.and health,
ind hope, wnite to paint in brilliant co-
ours. the uncertain future—whea no fad
xxperience,” no -corrofive diappointmest,
hrows dark hues over the animating land-
cape; or, if they de, are foftened int
hofe thades that only add to its beauty |
Jrlando would met diftinguith, in that his:
ancy was bufied indrawing, any but agree-
cean ok H6 e .ﬂblc
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. able objets—Monimia infinitely more
lovely, and, if poffible, more .beloved than
ever, was the principal figure,.—He f{aw
: her the adored miftre(s. of that houfe,
- where fhe had been brought up in in-
digence, in oblcurity, almoft in {ervitude;
- this gem, which he alone had.found, was
fet whete nature certainly inteaded it to
have been placed—it was to him, not enly
its difcovery, but its luftre was owing—
he {aw it {parkle with genuine beauty, and
illuminate his future days; and he reprefl-
‘ed évery.thought which feemed to m-
- timate the uncertainty of all he thus fondly
anticipated, and even of life itfelf. - = .
' The cool tranquillity of morning, ' the
" frefhnefs of the air, the beauty of the
country whitherfoever he turned bas eyes,
‘had not fufficient . power to footh . and
tranquillize his fpirits—he believed a ook
which thould for a moment carry him .qut
of himfelf would do it more effettually;
and returning to the library, he'took from
the fhelves two: or -three fmall velumes
of poetry whtch. he had. purchafed, and
5 : retiring
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retiring to an elevated  fpot in the‘paﬁk,.
which commanded a view of Monimia’s
turret, he attempted in vain to read;
but the fenfations he felt were fo much
under the influence of fancy, that they
fuddenly afflumed a poetical form in the
following vcrfés:

HYMN&IMM&HO?E.

TWIN ﬁmofﬁgﬁtt whele bkndcdrayl Y
Hluminate the darkeft road -
Where fortune % raving € exile ftrays,
‘When doubt and ware the wanderer load,
. Andam&m Xar from jay"débodc.

aPropnous Love and fmiligg I',Iope v

Be youmy guides, and guardian powersy

- ¥, doom™d with adverfe fateto cope,
¥ quit in Hotour’s aigid houes . .
» "Ehické Iddar, shisle wmqum CE

" Yet Eerc,U’ﬁilf, moR radsant‘! hcre
(thtmftbisp'aycr oF fond cincern)’

. Po beauty’s bolom life endear,

. Prefaging 2.y brightly bura -

o Ehﬁmﬁof mx,bleﬁ Fewan.

ey il - o, .
AP AR m u’ 1N 4

Pt g,
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‘CHAP. VIL .

HREE days, three happy days toOr-
laido, now pafled rapidly away. Di-

vided between his father’s houfe and the
Hall, akd appearing to conttitute the comfort
of both, he was himfelf gay and cheerful,
in the certainty that at night he fhould fee
Monimia. The charms of the feafon 5 the

“beauty of the country, to which he was

attached as well from tafte as habit; the

-gender a?fe@ﬁon of Monimia, which, though

more guarded, was more lively than on
their early ‘acquaintance’; -the delight. of

. knowing that. his. father’s forrows were

foothed and fufpended by his prefence;
and that his mother looked upon his atten-
tion to her as overpaying her for every

~ .other anxiety ;' a1l confpired to give value

0 his exiftence, and to blunt the afperity
L o
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of thole refle®ionsiinregardto his brother,
which now and then would intérpofe and
give him momentary difquiet. He was
not duite content about Ifabella, who,
through the air of gaiety fhe aflumed, did
not feem to be really fo well pleafed as the
affeGted to appear. The fulfome fondnefs
of her ancient military lover fometimes
raifed her ridicule, but oftener difguft,
which Orlando faw with concern. But on
thefe occafiotis he refleted that nothing
in this world is without its alloy ; and that
{o many advantages would acorue to his fa-
mily by the marriage of Ifabella, that a3
the did not feem herfelf averfe to it, it was
"folly in him to think of it with concern.

On the morning of the fourth day after
hisarrival, he had juft walked over from
the Hall, where Mrs. Rayland had detained
him to breakfaft, and was engaged in con-
verfation in the parlour with his father and
the General, when a dark-coloured chariot,
érawn by four fleck dock-tailed horfes that
might have matched the fet at Rayland
VR Hali,
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Hall, was, feen to approach the houfe, fol
Jowed by three fervants in parple liveries.
Mr. Somerive exprefled fome furprife
at this, as he had net the lealt recolleGion
of the equipage : their enquiry, however,
who it could be, was immediately anfwesed
Dy theappearance of Doctor Hellybourn;
‘who, waddling out, enquired for Mr. Some-
xive, and was thewn into the room where
he was fitting.
" Mr. Somerive was fo Imtcaccuﬁomal
to receive vifits of civility from Doot
Hollybourn, or indeed any vifits at o
- shat he was as much furprifed at this as b’
could be at a matter of fo little confes:
quence. . The very great condefcenfion:of
the good Doftor, who bowed as low as his:
prominent ftomach- would let him, #nd"
mhofe fpeeches were interlarded by alh
kinds of flattery, Mr. Somerive account-’
ed for by recolleGing that' the Do&or
was extremely fond- of the company of
peifons of tidle, and never o happy as
when be could introduce fome aneccdote
which
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which related to his ¢ brother the Bithop,”
of to fome Right Honourable or Right
Reverend Friend. He bad, on. the occa-
Gon.of their meeting dat Rayland Hall the.
preceding November,, paid his court moft
iffiduoufly to the General ; and enlarged
upon the beauty of his brother the Lord
Barhaven’s feats; all of which, he faid, he
bad vifited., Somerive:now therefore con-
cluded that it was te the report of his ho
pourable gouelt, and of his intended alli-
ance with the family; that he owed this
very obliging vifit; which, however, he
began 1o think. very tedious, and dreaded
its ‘lafting  fill. the evening: when, at
loagth, the good Do&or, after a pompous
preface, faid that he had an affair of fome
tonfequence to communicate to Mr, Some-
rive,-on whafe tiae he begg,ed to trcfpa.ﬁ
done for ten minutes, *

Somerive, who could not. xmagmc what-a
nan with whom he had fo light an ac-
quaintaace could have to fay to bim, im-
nedisvely applied this unexpeCted circum-
tance to the idea always ;prefeat to his



162 THE OLP MANOR HOUSE.

“mind.  He fancied fome ill had befallen
his eldeft fon, and that one of his friends
had commiffioned this man of the church

. to break to him the horrid tidings; and-
then to pour into his wounded mind the
confolation his profeffion enabled him to |
beftow. :

In an agony not to be-defcribed, there-

- fore, Somerive ted the way inte his Study; §;
where the Door, after anether flourifh-

- ing preface, which Somierive in the confé-

-fion of his mind took for a preparatofy’

: difcourfe, offered:to him for Orlando his

' daughter, the fair and accomplifhed beirefs,

-20 whom he declared he would give twenty
xhoufand pounds dowa, with an engage-

: ment that-at his death that fum. fhould be |
- trebled. ‘

~ Though the propofal gave no great ples-
fure to Somerive, becaufe he difliked Dot-

“tor Hollybourn, and was almoft fure-Or-

‘lando difliked his daughter; yet this coh-

-werfation, fo different from what he ex-
- pelted to hear, gave, while it relieved him
fmm the moft dreadful apprehenfions,: the
S appearance
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wppearance of  joy: to| his,countenance ; he
thanked the confequential Doctor for the
honour he did bis family, promifed to com-
‘municate to Orlando the purport of their
_conference, and to wait upon him with
_an anfwer, or fend Orlando on the follow-
ingday. They then returned to the Gene-
ral and Orlando—the converfation turned
‘on common topics; and the Doctar,
-though' afked ‘ to: ftay -‘dinner, thhdrcw
with*his ufoal dignity. . :
- The General was now conﬁdered as paxt
©of the family; and before him Somerive,
wwhb had hardly yet recovered from his fu-
prife, related to Orlando, as foon as hie was
gone; the purport of his vifit,
¥* Mr. Somerive feemed at firft but" little
difpofed to liften to propofals of fuch a
mature from a man whom he had always
sather difliked, and who now feemed to
have ‘made them, only becaufe it was ge-
nerally underftood that Orlando was ac-
knowledged as the intended heir to the
grea.t eftates of the Rayland family, . s
Orlando
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Orlando yery,: plainly, declared his difin
clination to hear of them; while the Ge.
neral, by no means accuftomed to confider
pecuniary advantages as matsters to be f
flightly thought of, ar haftily rejected, aked
fuch queftions as led Somerive to explas
the particulars of Mifs Hollybourn’s fortune
and expettations; after which he contrived
to turn the converfation o indifferent
matters for a few moments, and thes
walked away with Samerive, whom he very
ferioufly advifed to reconfider the matter
before -he fuffered Orlando to throw from
him this opportunity of becoming s min
of fortune and independence.
" The Do&or’s propafal, however flattes

ang it would have been to many young '
" men, even though they declined accepting
" 4, gave to Qrlando no other pleafure thas
' what for a moment arofe in refle@ing,
that, in thus refufing an affluent fortme,
" he gave to Monimia an additional proof
of his affe®ion. His father, howeves
" after his late converfation with the General,
and
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nd fome reflction alone, began to fee
sis offer in a more favourable light than
' had at firft appeared to him ; and not-
rithftanding the littde inclination he felt
or the family of Hollybourn, he was now"
€ an age and under circumftances which
rave to fuch a fortune as Orlando was now
iffered its full value in his opinion. His
gind, already accuftomed to contemplate
he marriage of General Tracy with Ifa-
della as a defirable event, more eafily ac-
rommodated itfelf to think with apptoba-
ion of another match equally dazzling,
when oppofed to the prefent uncertain fitu-
gtion of Orlando.  Afier taking, thercfore,
fome turns in his Srudy alone, he fent for
big.fon, and entreated of him to forbear
giving the Do&or an anfwer ‘at leaft for
two or three days.

Orlando, who had never hefitated him-
elf what anfwer to give, imagined it im-"
ffible to give it too foon.—¢ Surely,
jir, faid he, ¢ as I.cannot accept this
pod Do&or’s very obhgmg propofals, it

‘will
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will be ufeclefs and uncivil to delay a mo-
ment faying fo, which T'will fay in a letter
in the leaft difpleafing manner I can; but
which, however, I muft beg leave to do
this evening.”

. «J beg then that you will »os,” faid
Somerive in a more peremptory tone than
he was accuftomed to ufe—¢ In fuch a
affair I will not act without confulting Mrs -
Rayland.” ‘

~¢¢ Mrs. Rayland, Sir,” anfwered Or
lando, ¢ will, I am very fure, eithern
interfere, or, if fhe does, it will not beto
recommed Mifs Hollybourn.”

¢ We will enquire that,” replied his |
father coldly; ¢ in the mean time you
have my direCtions not towrite to Dn
Hollybourn.”

« Till when, Sir?”

e At leaft not nll aftcr I know Mrs.
Rayland’s opinion.”

<« All the opinions upon earth, Sir,"
cried Orlando, ¢ will not make me change

my refolutions,”
' 8 : «]
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:€¢ I thank you, however, Orlando,”
tid-Somerive, ¢ for avowing how little
leference you pay to mine.”

-¢¢ Dear Sir, it was only half an hour .
fince you feemed as little difpofed to liften
to this unexpe@ed overture as I am,”

+¢¢ I had not then thought of it properly,
You are young, and rafh enough to deter-
mine on the moft important matters in ten
minutes—I am not; and therefore I again
defire you will not write to Dr. Hollybourn -
this afternoon.”

Orlando, a good deal hurt at this change
in his father’s fentiments, and dreading
importunity on an affair of fuch a nature,”
then enquired if he might himfelf wait
1pon Mrs. Rayland ?—Somerive anfwered,
¢ You may, if you will at the fame time
leliver a letter from me in explanation,
ind fay nothing yourfelf till that letter fhall
o¢ read.”

This Orlando promifed, bemg pretty .
certain that Mrs. Rayland would be much
lefs anxious for this conne&ion than Mr. -
Somerive fuppofed, who now defired him .

T to
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to fend his mother inta-the Swudy.—He
obeyed ; and left them to copfult together.
on this unexpefted offer, and to write: 1o -
Mrs. Rayland, with whom he propofed
dining, and had engaged to return to his.
father with her anfwer early in the evening:.

.Orlando now faw only perfecution and
trouble preparing for him at home dunag
his thort fay, for the tears and tendernefs:
of his mother were infinitely more farmi-
dable to him than any other mode of inser.
ference.—To Selina, whom he called oi.
to walk with him in the thrubbery, while
this conference was holding, and this letter”
writing, he communicated all he felt, She
had cnly tears to give him; for, to refift.
her father’s commands, or even his withes, ;
feemed to her impoffible. She trembled -
at the idea of Orlando’s withﬁandiqg thofe,
wilhes, yet knew enough of his invincible
attachment to Monimia to be aflured that .
he could never yield to them.

A fervant at length brought to Orlando
the letter to Mrs. Rayland for which be bad .
waited, and he took his way to the Hall

.. As
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As he had promifed his father not to
ak upon- it before Mrs. Rayland had
d the contents, he feat it up by one of
: footmen, with a ‘meflage importing
it he waited her commands.

In this uneafy interval he dared not go

fearch of Monimia, nor could he detach

s theughts a moment from the fubje
'a propoftl which threavened te empoifon
e few days- of delight which he had
romifed himfelf. Reftlefs and anxious,
¢ walked backwards and forwards in the
tudy with uncertain fteps, -now diftening
) every noife” in hopes of receiving a
immons to attend Mrs. ‘Rayland ; and
ow bolieving, from the delay, that fhe
i -the propefal -of Dr. Hollybourn in a
vourable light, and was writing to his
ther-to enforce its acceptance.

At length he was defired to walk up
lirs ; and, with a fluttering heart, he &
red the apartmient.of Mrs. Rayland, who
:gan by faying—¢ You know, I {fuppofe,
& contents of the letter my Kin{man Mr.
»merive has taken the troubleto fend me ?”
Vor. 1IL 1 Orlando
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Otlando anfwered, that he certainly did,
* And pray, Sir, have you any wih
to accept this offer? An offer !—The
“world methinks is ftrangely changed !—
Fora man to offer his daughter—is fuch an
indecorum—In my time fuch a proceeding
was unheard of—But however we live and
“learn !—I have heard that the way o
thefe days is to fend young®women to
market like cattle : but there is fomething
perfe@ly fhocking in it to me.—However,
- I fuppofe, to people of the world it is no-
" thing new or extraordinary.—Pray, Sir,
what are your intentions »*

Orlando immediately faw, and faw with
inexpreffible pleafure, that Mrs. Rayland
was averfe to the alliance with Dr. Holly-
" bourn. Heanfwered therefore — ¢ My in-
tentions, Madam, are to decline an offer
which certainly lays me under great obli
gitions to Dr. Hollybourn, but which the
profeflion 1 have chofen, and my inability
to offer Mifs Hollybourn an heart fuch a
ber fortune and merit give her a right to ex-

ped, render it impoffible for me to accept.”
. . . Mrs.
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Mis. Rayland, pleafed to fee that Or-
lando had no defire to become independent
of her, or to force her to a pofitive decla-
ration of her future intentions in regard to
him, which fhe fancied his father wifhed to
do by engaging her to give her fentiments
on this propofal, now {miled very gra-
cioufly upon him, and faid, ¢ I think you
right, coufin Orlando.—Dr. Hollybourn
is to be fure a very worthy man:—his
daughter, they fay, is a young perfon well
brought up ; and the fortune is very large,
which firlt and laft he can give her, befides
what he is always telling me he is to expe&
from his brother the bithop.—But, you are
yet a very young man, coufin; and in truth
it feems to me to be time enough to think
of marrying.—The fortune of this young
woman is certainly very confiderable : but,
perhaps, not greater than at fome time or
other———(the hefitated as if afraid of
faying too much)—I fay, by the time your
fettling in life is advifable, perhaps you
may not have occafion to make fortune an
obje& in marrying, fo much as a good

I2 family.
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s {o anxious for me, and, ] believe, thinks
shis affair likely to be fo agreeable to you,.
that he will be hardly eafy.unlefs he hearse
your fentiments.”

Mr=. Rayland, drawing herfslf up, as:
was her way, faid—*1 (hall be glad to-
fee Mr. Somerive on.any matter that re-
lates to you, -coufin, though-on this occa--
fion [ own it feems very needlefs—How-
ever, you have my leave to fay, that I fhall
be ready to talk over this bufinefs with my~
kinfman, provided, as I faid before, I ams:
nos fuppofed by Dr. Hollybourn os his:
family to interfere.”> -

Orlando, impatient to have this aﬂ'anr»
concluded-at once and for ever, now atkeds
if his father might wait upon her that afier~
noon ?—*¢ When he pleafed,” was'the an--
fwer ;—and Orlando, fearing -that. if fhe
was left long to confider-of-it fhe might
change her mind as his -father had done. .
before, now ran to “Weft Wolverton with -
the utmoft fpeed, guite forgetting that he -
was to have dined with. Mrs. Rayland, on
‘hat dining at all was neceffary,

I3, When
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When he anrived there,, he haftened to
relate to his fatherand his mother, whom he
found together, the purport of his con-
ference with Mrs. Rayland; to whom
Mr.. Somerive agreed to go immediately
after dinner, though he feemed vifibly dif-.
appointed ; while Mrs. Somerive, who had
for a moment indulged herfelf with the
hopes that ‘her Orlando, inftead: of con-
tinging in dependence’ on -the capriceof
Mrs. Rayland, and of being feparated from’
ker by ‘an hazardous- prefeffion, might be
placed: at’once in great ‘afluence, and it
the immediate neighbourkood relinquithed
thofe hopes with a deep figh, but faid no

sthing te ‘her fon on a point where it would
pow be ifelefs.

Mr. Semerive, finding the General was
gone'on'a vifit to Stockton’s, from whence
#t was-probable he would not return til half
an hour after four, determined to haften to
Mrs. ‘Raytand before-dinner. He got on
horfeback, therefore; and, attended by
Orlando, on their arrival at the Hall he
exprefled ta his fon fome apprehenfions

: that
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that the lady of the houfe might be at
dinner : but Orlando, whofe impatience
could brook no delay, declared, without,
a very ftri® enquiry into the hour, that jt
was not yet time, and that he was fure.they
might go to the parlour where the ufually
fex, as (he had fo pofitively faid they mnght'
come atany time. |
Somerive, almoft as anxious for the con-'
ference as his fon, though from very dif<
ferent motives, agreed then to proceed..
©riando would- bave fent up a fervant, kad
he met one; but nene bappened to appear,
and he walked befare his father upthe ftairs,.
and, opening the door of Mrs. Rayland’s,
fitting room, he faw her at table, with Mrs.
Lennard on one fide of it, and Monimia on.
the:other. He would have retreated;-but
& was too late. He was already in the
room—his father already at the table, apo-
logifing to Mrs. Rayland for his unfeafon-
ablé€ intrufion. She received him with civi=
lity, but without any degree of kindnefs or
warmth—defired he would take a chairand
fit down, and then faid to Monimia, who
I4 ftood
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ftood: bluthing and trembling, and not
daring to look up—¢¢ Mary, you.will with=~
draw, Lhave bulinefs:wichimy kinfman™" -

 I-beg I may not-difturb any body,””~
cried Mr. Somerive, turning his eyesa
towards Monimia, and immediately come
prehending who fhe, was—*¢ I beg I maygmn
be allowed to retire till dinner is over.”—'
¢¢ No, Sk," anfwered : Mrs, Rayland; « X
fhall be glad. to hear. your bufinefs now,
and I will difmifs my people.”

Mr. Somerive again looked atMommﬂ
as (he left the room, and. he faw -that O~ -
lando was loft, jf: his -being fo depended
upon his attachment; for - the extremé
beauty, fweetne(s:and. grace..of Monimis;
fo unlike the cherry-cheeked coarfe ruftio:
which his fancy - had. reprefented hery-
amazed and grieved him. He felt at oncey
that a young man whofe heart was devoted -
to her, could never think of -Mifs Holly-
bourn, and that he himfelf could not blame
an attachment to an obje fo lovely, how«
ever imprudent, or however ruinous. .

Mis. Lennard now offered to:withdraw;.

but..
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ut her lady bade her finith her dinner,
‘hile poor Orlando eaft a melancholy look
feer Monimia, and then on the feat fhe
vad left, which Mrs. Rayland defired hinrto -
take. The dinner was foon:removed; and
then Mr.- Somerive, in a few words, rc-'
poated thie purport-of his letter.. Mrs.,
Rayland, even more ftrongly than the had’
datie to -Orlando, exprefled her wilh that
the offer of Dr. Hollybourn might be po-
1ltely declined; and though fhe evaded’
giving hier reafons forit, Somerive thonght
be faw .them unequivocally, and -that,’
though fhe ftudioufly avoided declaring it,
fhe had determined to put Orlando into a’
fiwation in which+it would be not at all-
Neceflary. that he fhould marry, for money,
a:weman‘to whom hé was indifferent; -
Mrs. Rayland had ‘very litle art; -yet
he fancied herfelf -a profound -politician,
nd never confidered that, while the for--
bore pofitively or even. remotely to give:
Jrlando affurances of pofleffing her eftate,
ler infiting upon the propriety of his
narrying, whenever he did marry, a woi_:nan
Is ‘ of
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of family, was in|effek declaring that [(he
meant he fhould be the perfon who was to
perpetuate hers, on which fhe put fo higha
value, and thus to efface, in the illuftrious
blood of his polterity, that alloy which the
inferiority of the Somerives had mingled

with that of the Raylands. '

Somerive, convinced of this even from
the pains fhe took to conceal it, yielded
at once to her wifhes, and affured her he
would permit Orlando with great polite-
nefs to decline Dr. Hollybourn’s propofal;
yet as he continued to liften to her ha
rangues upon family; he could not help
looking fignificantly at Orlando-looks
which his fon perfectly underftood to fay,,
¢« How will this accord with your attach
ment to the young perfon who was ths |
moment di(miffed by Mus. Rayland, » {
one of ¢ her people ?”

The old Lady, however, was hardly evet
in fo good a humour with her relations # §
fhe became after this affair was difcuffed;
and Mr. Somerive never left the houfe o
full of hopes that his family would be its

% pofieflon

a
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pofleflors as he did after this interview,
when he returned home in good fpirits,
" though entirely relinquithing the idea of .
Orlando’s becoming the nephew of
" bifhop. '
Orlando himfelf, though impatient to
write and difpatch the letter to Dr. Holly-
bourn, yet ftaid at the Hall to drink tea, by
the defire of Mrs. Rayland, who gently
" chid him for deferting her at dinner. It
was with more pain than pleafure that he
-heard Monimia fent for to make the tea,
" which had hardly happened twice within
" the laft three years when he was in the
houfe. Mrs. Lennard caft a look at him
when her Lady ordered her niece to be
called: but fhe could make no objection
without raifing thofe fufpicions which fhe
ever appeared fo folicitous to prevent.
“Monimia then attended. Orlando treated
her as a ftranger, whom he was flightly ac-
- quainted with ; and Mrs. Rayland did not
appear to have the remoteft fufpicion that
he had any particular regard for her: fo
friendly to him, as it happened, had been
I6 the
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the miltakes and interpretations which:
the jealoufy''of | Pattenfon' hiad . put "upon.
thofe circumftances that had fo frequently

threatzned to betray him.

He had fettled with Monimia .thc - pre-
ceding night, to {tay fupper with his father,
and return to their ufual rendezvous; and.
their ftolen glances during the half hour.
that they were together, in.the prefence of
- the two old ladies, confirmed this appoint
mcent.

Early in the evening, then, Orlando took
leave of Mrs. Rayland, and went backto:
the houfe of his father, whofe uncommon
good fpirits had diffufed more than ufual
gaiety among bis family. MTrs. Somerive
and Selina were particularly cheerful—the
mother, becaufe fhe faw her hufband for a
moment happy, and.forgetting the cencern
he continually felt about Philip, in looking
forward to the profperity of his brother—
while Selina, who had trembled for the
teafing perfecution fhe apprehended for.
Orlando, was- delighted to find that her.
father would forbear to.urge him on fuch a

fubjed,
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fabje®, and* had acquired new confidence

in. the future intentions of Mrs. Rayland.
IfabeHa, - whofe marriage was now
within a week to take place, and who had
juft received from London fome of thofe
clegant clothes which her father had or-
dered for her, "as well as fome magnificent
prefents from the General, was the leaft gay
of the party : amidft all her endeavours to
perfuade herfelf that fhe was happy, fhe
had of late, and particularly fince fhe had
pofleffed thefe fineries, often: enquired of
herfelf whethet they had really any power
to. beftow happinefs. She had tried on her
diamond ear-rings, and a valuable pearl
neck-lace; but fhe could not dicover
that fhe looked at all handfomer in them
than when fhe wore nothing but a fimple
ribband. The General’s valet de chambre
had drefled her hair : but fhe thought the
mode unbecoming to her face, and the
beautiful dark auburn hue, which had been
fo much admired, was no longer diftin-
guithable. As for her intended hufband,
he was fo far from having made any pro-
) grefs
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grefs in her affeCtions fince he had been re-
ceived as fuch, that her contempt was con-
verted into difguft. His fervants had been
talking among thofe of Somerive, of his
gallantries, and, above all, of the fudden
defertion of the lady who lived with him;
of all which Ifabella had heard from her
maid, and the longer fhe liftened to, or
thought of the anecdotes thus colle&ted, the
greater became her repugrance ; and yet
fhe knew not how to retra&t, and was not
always fure that fhe wifthed it.
Her gravity was eafily accounted for, as
the day approached that was to divide her
-from her family ; and the was fuffered, after
fome gentle raillery, to be filent and penfive
amid(t the cheerful converfation of the reft.
It was a lovely evening in early May.
Orlando, having difpatched his letter, dif-
miffed Dr. Hollybourn and the difagree-
able heirefs from his mind, and gave it up
only to pleafurable impreflions and flatter-
ing hopes. In a happier frame of mind
than he almoft ever was in before, he
joined his family in.their evening walk,
When
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‘When they reached the houfe, they ftopped
in the court before it, to admire the beauty
of the moon, and to liften to the night-
ingale, who feemed to be addreffing to that .
beautiful planét her phaintive orifons. Or-
lando wifhed himfelf with Monimia 3 and
thought with delight that within two hours
he fhould be fo, and fhould relate the
unpleafant alarm of the day, only to tell
her it was over, and had eventually been
fortunate in drawing from Mrs Rayland
declarations more than ever favourable to
his future hopes.

The whole party fat down to fupper in
this cheerful difpofition. The General, like
a happy lover, was particularly animated ;
and the younger girls were much amufed
by fome anecdotes he was relating, when a
fervant entered haftily, and faid that a
gentleman who was juft come poft from
London defired to {peak to General Tracy.

¢ Tome !” cried the General, changing
countenance: ¢¢ Impofiible! I know no
bufinefs any one can have with me that
fhould give him that trouble, Pray, en-

quire
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quire his name, or fend my fervants to*
enquire.”’

¢« I will go myfelf, General ? faid Or-
lando. ¢ I thank you,” cried Tracy, af-
fetting great unconcern ; ‘¢ but I dare fay:
it is nothing worth your troubling yourfelf
to go out for.”

Orlando, however, went out, and n-
ftantly returned bringing with him Cap-
tain Warwick.

Surprife was vifible on the faccs of all
the party, but that of General Tracy ex-:
prefled confternation—72y Warwick eame;
he could not conjefture ; but he. felt i to;s
be extremely difagreeable-to him that :he:
came atall. Warwick was covered with.
duft, ard had that wild and fatigued look -
that announces tumult of fpirit from.an-
hot and rapid journey. The perfon, how-
ever, that nature had given him, was fuch -
as no difadvantageous circumftance could
obfcure. He looked like a young hero
juft returned unhurt from the field to re-
count ics triumphs.

After addrefling his uncle, and being in-

troduced
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woduced -to Mr. and Mrs. Somerive, he -
arned gaily to Orlande, and, fhaking him-
by thé: hand, .fard, I don’t know, my
friend, how you can-ever forgive the man:
whofe fortune it is to announce ‘to you that
you muft quit-immediately fucha cizcle of .
friends as I now find you in!” S

-:6¢ Quit-them I’ ‘¢€xtlaimed Mrs. Some~
rve. “*<Quit us leave-us!? ‘cried her
Kufband.—¢ Yes, indeed ¥’ anfwered Wan-
wick with lefs’ vivacity : ¢ That part of
our regiment ‘which .is in.England, cons
Bting of two companies; is ordered to join
the troops ‘that are going tHither, and are
te fail from Portfmouth next week. The
moment. I was fure -of’this, which was not
til late - lafk night, I.thought it beft to
come down myfelf; becaufc.the time is fo
fhort that my- friend here, the young an~
cient®,. had.better proceced immediately
from hence to Portfmouth.”

Never was a greater,.a.more fudden
change, than thefe few words made in the
difpofitions -of all prefent—except Tracy,.

* Enﬁgu.
whofe -
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whofe only diftrefs was the appearance of
Warwick, where he o little withed to fee
bim. Mrs. Somerive, ftruck to the heart
by the cruel idea of lofing Orlando, retired -
in filent tears ; and her danghters, little lefs
affe@ed, followed her. Somerive bore ths
painful intelligence with more apparént
fortitude ; bu he felt it with even greater
feverity, and with fomething like a pro-
poflefion that he fhould never fee Orlando
again if he left England. Heftifled, kow-
ever, his emotions, ind endeavouned to do
the honours of his houfe to his unexpefied
vifitor 3 but the cffort was too painful tobs
Jong fupported, and in a few moments be
left the room, faying to Orlande, thar
the General and Caprain Wirwick might
perhaps have fome buflac(s, they woukd
leave them together. .

CHAP-
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"CHAP IX

A'R. Somerive threw himfelf into a
chair, and, clafping his hands cagerly
ethcr, exdatmed ¢ Good God ! what u‘
S¢ done now ¥
¢ "Nothing, my dear Sir,”” replied Ori
0, ¢ can or ought to be done, but for
to obey the orders I have received';
[, I befeech you, do not foffer 2 matter
much in courfe, or which might have
n fo eafily forc{'een, to make you ‘une
py i o
%« What will become of me,” cried
nerive wildly, ¢ when you, Orlando, are
ne *~And your brother, your unhappy
sther ! is a mifery rather than a protec-
nto your fifters, to your mother ... .!”
‘* They will want no prote&or, Sir,”
1 Orlando, much affected by his father’s

trefs, ¢ while you live=and . o 4 . .. !

¢ That
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¢¢ That will be but a very lictle while,.
my fon! the cruelty of your brother has-
broken my heart! While you were all that:
could make me amends, .the wound, how--
ever incurable; was not 1mmed1ately mortal,.
but now g
He put his hands on his heart, as if be
really felt there the incurable wound be.
defcribed bleed afrefh. Orlando, conceal~
ing his own concern as well as he could,
endeavoured to footh his father, by repre-
fenting to him that this -was: always likely
to happen, and- that probably a few months
would reftore him to his family.—Some-
rive: liftened to nothing. but: his own
overwhelming apprehenfions,. and caft his-
thoughts around to every remedy that.
might be applied to fo great an evil. : The'
affurance General Tracy had given
that there was no likelihood Orlando fhould-
be fent abroad, now appeared a cruel de--
ception, which had betrayed him into fuch-
folly and rathnefs as fending into the army-
that fon on whom refted all the dependence -
of .his family.—Bitterly repenting. what he
could
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d not now recall, he caught at the hope
Mrs. Rayland might interpofe to pre-
her favourite’s being expofed to the
rers of an .American .campaign—
ou cannet go,” cried Somerive, after
oment’s, paufe ; ¢ Mrs. Rayland will
r fuffer it—it will be renouncing .all
wvantages fhe offers. you.”
I muft then renounce them, Sir,” faid
ndo; ¢, becaufe. I muft otherwife re-
awe. my honour.—What figure,. I be-
1, you, would .2 man make, .who having
legember:accepted a commiffion, fhould
n.it in May becaufe he is ordered
ad ? My dear Sir, could you wifh fuch
iftance thould happen in the perfon of
‘Orlando ?””
he unbappy father. could not but.ac-
vledge the truth of what Orlando faid;
his heart, ftill unable to refift the pain
ted by the idea of. lofing him, clung
luntarily to the -hope that the attache
: of Mrs. Rayland might furnith his
an excufe for withdrawing. from the
ryvand the. greatnefs of the object. far
- which
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which he ftaid juftify his doing fo to the
world.—Orlando in vain contended that
this could not be, and befought his father
not to give to his mother any expettations
that it could—*¢ Confider, Sir,” faid he,
¢¢ that my mother will fuffer enough ; and
let us try rather to foften thofe fufferings
than to aggravate them by fufpenfe, and
by thofe fallacious hopes which will ferve
only to irritate her concern: when my
going to whither my duty calls me is
known to be inevitable, my mother, withall .
her tendernefs of heart, is too reafonable
either fruitlefsly to oppofe or immeafurably
to lament it—fhe would defpife a young
man who fhrunk from his profeffion be-
caufe there was danger in it, and, Iam
fure, affe@ionate as the is, would rather fee
her fon dead with honour, than living un-

der the ftigma of cowardice!”
¢« ] believe you are right, Orlando,”
replied Somerive; ¢ and I will endes-
vour, my fon, to conquer this felfith weak
nefs.—But Mrs. Rayland, it is neceffary
you immediately fee her.”—=¢¢ I fhall go
thither

J—
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thither to-night, Sir,” (2id Orlando, ¢ that
1 may wait upon her early in the morning;
but do not, I entreat you, harbour an idea
that Mrs. Rayland will even wifb to pre-
vent my departure.” 4
" Somerive now, at the earneft entreaty of

Orlando, promifed to compofe himfelf be-
fore he went to his wife and daughters, and
not to encourage their want of fortitude,
by fhewing himfelf wholly deficient in it.
He then withed him good night, faying,
that he would fpeak a few words to Captain

Warwick, and then go to the Hall.
Somerive retired with an opprefled
heart; and Orlando entreated Warwick to
walk with him part of the way. He then
bheard that he muft go to Portfmouth
within two days; and Warwick, who fpoke
of it with all the indifference of a foldier
long ufed to thefe fudden orders, pro-
ceeded to talk of other matters.—¢ Do
'you know,” faid he, * that I am in love
with alt your filters, my friend ; but parti-
cularly with my future aunt ?~—Orlando, I
fhall be a very Joving nephew.—1Vhat eyes
the
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the rogue has!--Egad, I fhall be always
commending the Portuguefe fathion of
marrying one’s aunt—that is, if our old
boy fhould have the confcience to makean
honourable retreat.” '

““ You are a happy man, -Warwick,”
anfwered Orlando : *How lightly you can
talk of what would deprefs half, the young
fellows in England—the chance of lofing
fuch a fortune as the General’s .marriagc
may .deprive you: of !”” -

¢¢. Oh, hang-it!” replied Warwnck ¢ tis
not the fortune I.mind, for I fuppofel (hall
have fome of it at.laft, unlefs fome little
coufins fhould have the ill nature to appear
againft me ; but I hate: that fuch a lovely
girl as this Ifatella of yours fhould be fs-
crificed to my poor old uncle, whom, if you
could fee him in the morning, before he is,
~ like Lord Ogleby, wound.up for the day,
you would vote to be much fitter for.flan-
nels and a good old nurfe, than for &
hufbarid te a -girt of nineteen——and fuch
a girl! upon my foul, fhe is a little divi-
nity !”
¢ Not
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«¢  Not half/fo/interefingin my mind,”
aid Orlando, ¢¢ as the foft, fenfible Selina.”
“¢¢ You are no judge of your fifters—Se-
lina, that is I fuppofe the fecond, is a beau-
tiful Madonna; but Ifabella, my moft
refpetable aunt, is a Thalia, 2 Euphro-
fyne.—I ‘have a great notion, Somerive,
that fhe would prefer the nephew to the
uncle—I have half a mind to try.”

¢« There is hardly time for the experi-’
ment, [ fear,” anfwered Orlando; who
made an effort to be as unconcerned as his
friend.

‘ Not time "’ cried Warwick. ¢ Yes,
there .is time enough for a foldier accuf-
tomed to carry every point by a coup de
main—I1 own, indeed, for.an approach by
&p 1 thould be too much limited.—Or-
lando, fhall I try my military fkill ? have
1 your leave ?—Or fhould you object’ ro -
exchange the intended grave, Gover nor for
the Soldier of fortune?* -

. Not I; 'nideéd, ’ ahfwel‘ed Orlando;
“you. havé i1y pttrl‘nxﬂibnt Warwick—and
o nofv T will with you good night ; for, if

"Vor. J1I: K 1 wke
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I take yon any farther, you will not fiad
your way back.””

#¢ Truft that to me, Orlando,’ anfwered
his friend ; ¢ I am ufed to reconnoitre in
all lights, from the golden rays of Phcebus.
to the accommodating beams of the paper
lantern of an apple-woman at the corner .
of a ftreet in a country town.—But whither
art going, my friend ? for that is a queftion
which I fet forth without afking.”

¢ To the Hall,” replied Orlanda.

¢¢ To the Hall!—and to the turret of
that Hall !—Oh! you happy dog!”"—

¢ Monimia—my angel !—It was not kind

‘To leave me like a turtle here alone !*
4« Hah, my friend! has your fweet
nymph of the enchanted tower no para.
nymph that you could introduce me to?.
It will be horribly flat for me to go back, to
go to my folitary couch, and envy you
hers, and my profperous uncle there—I
fhall hang myfelf befure morning.”

Orlando, hort at this light way of

nammg Monimia, anfwered rather coldly,
s¢ Your
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our - fpirits are, really enviable, War.
:! but do not let them hutry you into
rfuafion that [ am happy enough now to
amufed with them, pleafant as they
” .

Why, what the devil’s the matter
_you ?”” anfwered Warwick; ¢ you are
going to turn parfon, I trow? But
y fo dolorous a tone is fit only for the
it of a methodift—Why, what makes
unbappy, when fuch a girl as you de-
e Monimia'——-
rlandointerrupted him warmlyp—*¢¢ You
determined to miftake me, Captain
-wick ! Whatever confidence I have re- -
d in you in regard to Monimia, {urely
we never faid any thing that fhould
orife you to fpeak thus lightly of her.
true that I love her paffionately, that
heart is mine; but if you fuppofe——"

Pooh, pooh! I {uppofe nothing—
thee do not be fo grave about your
: Hero, my dear Leander!”—Then
ning a more ferious tone, he added :
ut, upon my foul, I mean nothing

K2 offenfive,
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-offenfive, my friend; and rattled as much
. .to difgyife my- own heavinefs as to divert
-yours, for I have left people with whom
‘I fhould much rather have remained a
little longer, and that without having time
to attempt - confoling the gentle heart that
‘s breaking for me.” Hg-then communi-
.cated .to Orlando an intrigue in which.
:he had engaged after he left him. Orlando
-reprefented to him all .the cruelty and -
folly of his condu&t.—¢¢ Oh'! yes,” cried
Warwick ; ¢ all that you fay-is -very wile.
.and very true, and it muft be owned thatit
.comes with peculiar propriety from you,
.my moft fage friend l~~Now. that weae
-within fight of the Hall, for, if I miftake:
not, that great building which is before us
is the abode of the {ybil whofe -rent-roll
.exceeds in value the famous .Jeaves of
antiquity, and of the fair veftal, who—""
¢ Nay, nay!” cried Orlando, ¢ you
.are beginning again; I- will .not .ftay t0
hear you.”
« Only let-me go with you -to "the next
rife,” anfwered-- Warwick ; ¢ only fhew
: me

\
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rre the light from the turretpand I will be:
sontent :

s¢ It is the Eaft—and Juliet is the Sun!”’

And thenI will go back like a miferable-
wretch as I am, and try to dream .of my.
future aunt.” S

"% Rather try not-to dream of her,” faid?
brlando, “ upon my honour; Warw:ck,
[hls gaieté de- caur.of yours excites at once:
my envy and my fear.” o
. ¢ Oh! a foldier, and afraid !"~What, do-
you think I fhall releafe the General’s fair-
nnfoner, and, like an undutiful nephews.
efmpe from  the gamfon with the old.
boy’s prize »*

¢ No, ne, Warwick,.I haye no fuch=
tpprehenﬁons but”—¢ But what ? Fgad,
my friend, confidered in a political light,
it is cléar to mic that this is the very beft.
thing I could do.—But behold the venc--
fable towers of Rayland Hall!

8¢ Ye diftarit fpires, ye- antique towers, -
That crown the woody glade,

" Where fond Orlando ftilladores -
The fweet imprifon’d maid !"

K3 Gise
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Givevme a | monient’s time,” added War-
wick, paufing—*¢ buta moment, and I will
make for you a parody on the whole*.”
¢ You are intolerable, Warwick,” cried
O:lando, « and 1 pofitively will endure
youno longer ’—¢¢ Yes, a little longer,”
faid Warwick ; ¢ let me finifh my parody; -
f tell you I am in a fortunate vein,—You,
©Orlando, who are yourfelf a poet, would
you be taftckefs enough to check a man
infpired 2—L.iften, ¥ am going on——"
. Nay,' but this is fad trifling, my
dear Warwick ! and what is worfe, yoo
will really be heard from the houfe, which
will not be a trifling inconvenience. Be-
fides, upon my honour, your returning o
‘Jate acrofs the park is unfafe ; for, when the
old Butler has no reafons of his own to
have them kept up, there are three fierce
blood-hounds let loofe to range overitall -
night, and they would not fail to feize any
ftranger.” '
¢ D——n your blood-hounds !—Pr'ythee,

* Gray’s Ode on a diftant Profpe& of Eton College.
| Orlando,
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Orlando, do yon think I ant not accuftomed
to guards of all forts, and hare eticountered
the maftiff dog, and the dragon aunt, in
twenty {crambling adventures ?”’ . '

¢« I do not doubt your prowefs,” replied
Orlando; * but here, as there is mo re-
‘'ward, why fhould you exert it ?”
€ Mais feulement pour me temir en baleine,
mon ami, et pour paffer le tems—But, however,
if it is ferioufly inconvenient to you, ] I will
go.—Come, now, to beferious—at whattime
“to-morrow fhall you be at your father’s
~ ¢ Long before you are awake probably,
for you kn‘ow you never are very alert in' a
_morning.”
¢¢ Not when I have notﬁmg to do; but;
.pray, are your family early rifers?. At
what hour may 1 afk, by anticipation, the
bleffing of my blooming aunt ?”’
¢¢ That you muft dilcover, for it is very
uncertain—and now, WarwicK, once more
good nighe!I’”
‘¢ Good night ! O moft fortymate and va=
Torous Orlando of the enchanted caftle !
Orlando  then' gave his - light-hearted
K4 friend-
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ft he fhould be quite unable to -
5. .
ur foon came when’ ke knew fhe
i1m 5 and he trembled. as he led
the ftairs. At ‘length, fince it
fible to difguife from her thofe
which- agitated his mind, he re-
rer all the occurrences of the
ay, and the necefiity: there was
paring himfelf the next day, and-
re of this part of the country the-
ing.
a could not fhed tears ; lier heart
etrified by the greatnefs and.
; of the blow, which fell’x‘vith
e, becaufe their lait interview -
fo Tlittle ‘embittered by fears or
“alarms. When,. however, Or-
lained to her, that his honoyr
irreparably injured if he even
any relu&ancc to. enter on the
ts, of the, profef;ion he had en-
and tbat to attempt dlfengacmcr
w would bé a blemith on his cha- B
1 which he could never recover,
Ks T her
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her good fenfe, and her true tendernefs for
him, gave lier fome degree of compofure,
"and even of refolution. As he declared
that he felt nothing fo feverely as leaving
her—Ileaving. her unprote&ed, and almoft
alone in the world, fthe nobly ftruggled
to conceal her own anguifh, that the might
not aggravate his; and, fince his going
was inevitable, endeavoured net to deprefs,
by her fears, that fpirit with which it was
neceffary for him to go.

Orlando, as much charmed. by hex fenfe
as her affettion, became afhamed of be-
traying lefs tender refolution than a timid .
uninformed girl.  She taught him how to
reprefs his concern; and this interview,
inftead of increafing his regret, fortified his
mind againft it. Monimia remained with
him a lefs time than ufual—with faltering
lips he entreated her to meet him again the
néXc night ‘becaule it would be the laft.—

~Monimia, unable to articulate, affented
only by a bLrokea figh! and Orlando re-
tired to his bed, where flcep abfolutely
S refufed
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réfufed to_indulge him with 'a’ few hours
of forgetfulnefs till-towards ‘morning.

When he had told: Warwick that he
thould be at his father’s‘houfe early in the
morning,. he forgot that he fhould be
detained by the neceffity he. was under:td
attend Mrs..Rayland.- -He " fent up- for
permiffion -to wait-upon her at breakfifly
which was immediatly granted ;rand bhe
opened to her, as foon as he was admirted,
the reafon .of this early. vifit, and the ne-
ceflity he: was urder to take leave of her
-the next day to join his.regiment in -Ame-
rica: -

Mis. Rayland expreffed more furprife
than concern at this information : -accuftom-
ed, from early impreflions, to high ideas of
the military. glory of her "anceftors, and
confidering the Americans as rebels and
round heads, .to conquer them! feemed to
her to be not only-a national “caufe, but
one in- which her family were particularly
bound to -engage.-~-She had contemplated
(}nly the honours, and thought little of the
dingers of:-war. The trophies that fur-
‘ K6 rounded
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rounded the picture of her warlike grand-
father Sir Ofldndo, ‘and“the’ honourable
mention that was made of his prowefs
in the family annals, feemed to her amPle'
compenfation for a wound in his leg, which
had made him a little lame for the reft of

his life. Of Orlando’s perfenal danger, -

therefore, fhe had, as he expeéted, no ap-
prehenfions, and was rather defirous he
fhould juftify her partialiey to him, by
emulating the fame of the heroes of her
family, than afraid of what might happen
in the experiment.

Mors. Rayland parted from him in high
good humour, defired he would give her
as much time as he eould the next day,
and fet out from the Hall rather than from
Weft Wolverton, when he went to Portf:
mouth ; all which Orlando rcadily pro-
mifed, and then, with a heavy heartr, went
to the hovft of his fatker, -

- That capricious fate which feemed to be
weary of the favours fhe had

accumulating on the head of GeneralTracy,

ppeared now determined to difcard him,

as

long been-
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as fhe is often faid to do her ancient fas
vourites. A more malicious- trick than that
fhe now meditated, could hardly befall any
of them—The General had long kept off,
by art, an attack of the gout, a difeafe to:
which he did not allow himfelf to be fup
pofed liable ; but whether it was the long
walk of the preceding evening, or the
tumult of his fpirits on his approaching
nuptials, or the fudden fight of his nephew,
that occafioned an unlucky revulfion, cer«
tdin it is that, in the middle of the night,
he was awakened by this moft inexorable
difeafe peremptorily telling him, in more
than one of his joints, that the vifit would
be more oppreflive by having been fo long
delayed. His valet de chambre was haftily
fummoned, with fuch applications as, how-
ever dangerous, had fometimes repelled its
attacks ; but it was to no purpofe the un-
fortunate General would have ritked his
life to preferve his a&ivity; the morning
found him a cripple, compelled to yield,
with whatever relu&tance, to the old reme-
- dies of patience and flannel. This cir-
cumftance,
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cumftance, fo very mal-apropos, apreasd
yet more terrible’ to the General, wzen be
refle@ed that Warwick, the formalable
handome Warwick, had now an opjor
tunity of entertaining Ifabella: acd e
pain of his mind irritating and iecrezfing
his bodily fufferings, Mr.. Somesive; ine
{tead of a man of the church, who was
within three days to have attended on his
guclt, thought it more expedient to fend
for a phyfician,

Tracy, however, confidéred of nothing
fo carncltly as getting Warwick away—It
was true,. indeed, that he was to go the
next day, or at fartheft the day after- thay
which depended upon the letters . he res
ceived from Tortfinouth ;. but, that ke
fhould be almoft four-and-twenty hours
longer under the fane roof with Ifabella
wis ot to be endured.  After many plansy.
therefore, adopted and reje&ted, the Gene-
ral at lalt determined that he would make:
fome pretence to fend Warwick to Lone
don which he could not evade, and ima-
gincd that he Mhould then be able to fay,

¢ Being gone—1I am myfelf again 1

Far
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For this purpofe he ordered his nephew to
be called 10" his' Bed fidé ;- @hd when Or-
lando arrived at the houfe, they were in:
clofe conference.

The three girls were at. work in.the pare
Iour when their brother entered.it. He
abferved. fomething very unufual in the
manner of Ifabella, who {poke little ; while
all his queftions were. anfwered by one of
his youngeft fifters. He enquired for
Warwick ;. and, in a moment, heard him
come down flairs. He went to him in the

- Hall, and Warw:ck haftily faid—¢ Orlando,
will you come out with me ? I have fome-
thing to fay to you.” ' ,

They. went together into the avenue:
Warwick walked faft, but zppeared loft in
thought; and Orlando, oppreflfed with his
own forraws, had no inclination to fpeak
firft,

At length Warwick, as if he had found
the expedient he wanted, exclaimed fud-
denly— By Heaven it will do?—it muft
do!—it fhall do ! :
¢ Indeed!”

- -

2
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¢ Indeed!” faid Orlando; “¢may T
know what ?”

¢ Tell me, my friend,” cried Warwick
with vehement warmth—*¢ tell' me if yow
love Monimia—if it is not death to pat
with her?” '
"« To what purpofe is fuch a queftion?
Youknow Iexift but for her—you know
I fhould prefer death to this feparation,
becaufe my mind will be torn to pieces
by anxiety for what may befall her in my
abfence !”’

¢ Well, then, I may trhft you—1I may
dfk what you would do for that friend
who fhould not only prevent your parting
with her, but give you your Monimia for
cver !”

¢ Do not trifle with me, Warwick,”
faid Orlando mournfully “¢¢ I cannot beat
i!”

¢ By all that is facred 1" replied War-
wick, ¢ I never was morein earneft in my
life ; and, if you do not trifle with yourfelf,
Monimia may be yours immediately, and’

" 1t
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it will be beyond the power of fortune to-
livide you!”

¢ Explain yourfelf then—but itis ime
poffible, and your wild imagination only—""

¢¢ Say rather,” retorted Warwick, ¢ that
your cold prudence will deftroy what my:
imagination would realize.—I tell you, it is-
in your own power to be happy ;. but be-
fore I reveal how, fwear to me, upon the
honour of a foldier and a gentleman, that
if you do not approve my plan you will not
betray it.”

< Surely, there is little need,” faid Oix
lindo, more and more amazed, ¢ of my
giving you an oath that I will not betray
my friend, efpecially when he meditates.
bow to ferve me.”

¢¢ Pardon me,” cried Wa.rwnck ¢ 1 de-
Ere, Orlando, to ferve you; but I am not
quite fo difinterefted as not to think a.litue.
of myfelf, at the fame time— —"

“I may venture to {wear, Warwick,
that I will never betray you,” faid Orlando-
gravely ; “ but put an end to thefe rid-
dles.” -
¢ You
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¢ You {wear then, upon the honour of 3
foldier and a gentleman, that you will not -
mar my plan if you will not make “yourfelf
a party in it—you have fworn.”

¢¢ | have,” anfwered Orlando, ¢ fworn;
but if it relates * At that moment an
1dea of the truth occurred to hinr.

< If 1t relates to your fifters, you were
going to fay, the oath is not binding—Well
it does relate to HabeHa !

¢¢ To Habella > ~

« Yes, to Ifabella. It matters not, nor
‘have time to relate, how I have contrived,
even in this fhort interval, to perfuade your
lovely fifter that a young fellow of three
and-twenty, with only one thoufand pounds
in the world, and his commiiffion, is more
‘to her tafte than an old one of three-and-
fixty, who is a General, and worth about
an hundred and fifty times that fum.—I
told you, I always carried my obje&t bya
coup dt main—To be brief, I am madly in
love with Ifabella, and The is as muchin
Yove with- me as fhe dares own on fo fhors

an acquaintance.~My uncle is in love
’ with
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with her too ; but fhe is not at all in love
with him; and as (he prefers the nephew
with his knap-fack” to the uncle with his
money- -fack, (he fhall not be facrificed to
him; but I will marry her, and take her
‘with me to America.” ' .

«¢ Marry her !” cried Orlando in ex-
sreme furprife. -

¢ Why, you may well wonder, to bc
fure, becaufe I believe (he is the only girl
in the world that could have made me take
{o extraordinary a refolution.”

¢ But how is it poflible > How is there
time to execute it 2

< Oh, my friend! it is a matter that
takes up very little time when the parties
are agreed.” ‘

¢¢ But Ifabella is not of age; fhe cannot
be married here.”

¢¢ She may in Jerfey, though.”
¢ In Jerfey ?”

¢ Yes; and it is very poffible to go from
Portfmouth to Jerfey, and be back again
time enough for the failing of the {quadron

we muft praceed with to America,”
¢ And
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¢ And has Ifabella confented to alk
this >’
¢ No, becaufe T have not dire&ly pro-
pofed it to her; nor did I, till fince the
converfation I have had with: my uncle,
know that I fhould have the means of per-
forming it, which (I thank him) his anti-
cipating jealoufy has put into my hands.”
Warwick then took out of his pocket-
book a draft of the General’s to him for 2
thoufand pounds, payable at fight in Lon-
don.— My grave old uncle;” cried be,
< for whom I think fortune bas interfered,
to prevent his being ridiculous in his old
age, is jufl now more miferable becaufe
am.in the houfe, than becaufe the goutis-
in his toe; and he has found out, that
inftead of ftaying till' to-merrow o hext
day to go to Portfmouth with you; it will
be better for me to fet out as foon as I can,
to do fome bufinefs for him in London,
“which, though he never thought of it be-
fore, he now fays admits of no delay; and
that I may have' no excufe to ftay after-
wards on my own bufinefs, or to return
hither,
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rther, he has given me a bank note of an
wndred for my :inmediate expences, and
his draft for a thoufand—the douceur he
aromifed me on his marriage.”

e Well 1

< Well !and fo we fhall not want money,
which would have been an almoft invinci-
ble impediment. I fhall-now, as foon as I
have fettled our proceedings with smry an-
gelic Ifabel, which I have not the leaft
doubt of doing, make the beft of my way
to London, execute the imaginary bufinefs
which mymnoit profoundly politic uncle has
given me, and then——"

¢ I do net yet underftand you,” faid
Orlando ; ¢ how is my fifter to be of this
party, or how......”

-¢¢ Nothing fo ealy,” anfwered Warwick ;
¢..I thought, my friend, you were enough
in' love yourfelfto {fuppofe every thing pof-
fible, and not to hefitate between quitting
your miftrefs, perhaps for ever, and taking
her with you as your wife—I go from
London to. Portfmouth—1Is there any dif-
ficulty in your meeting me .there with my .

Ifabella
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Ifabella and your Monimia? You know
there is not; and whatever fcruples your
fifter may have, or as you perhaps think
ought to have, to taking fuch a journey to
me on the acquaintance of the day, will be
obviated by your going with her, and by
her having a female companion.—My
purfeis yours, and its prefent condition will
. enable us to do well enough till fomething
:or other happens in our favour—7 am d-
termined, if 1fabella confents, which I am
now going to try; and fo I leave you,
Orlando, to confider of my propofal : you
muft, however, refolve quickly; for I (hall
fet out almoft as foon as dinner is over for

London, as I have promifed my uncle.”
Warwick then walked away towards the
houfe, leaving Orlando in a ftate of mind
difficult to be conceived or defcribed. To
bave the power of taking with him his
adored Monimia, fecure of a prefent {up-
port for her, and certain that with him fhe
would be happy in any country, was a
temptation it was almaft impoffible to re-
fift : when he confideredon the other hand,
the
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bre ‘pain of being feparated from her, for
\ long, perhaps an eternal abfence, and of
eaving her to the mercy of {fuch a woman
w Mus. -Lennard, who might, either by
withdrawing her protetion, or rendering it
an intolerable bondage, drive the lovely
orphan alone and friendlefs into a cruel
world ; ot‘bcr means of faving her he had
none, and neither the laws of God or man
were againft thofe which were now fo un-
expeciedly offered him.

But his father, already broken-hearted
by the defcrtion of one of his children,
would be hurried to the grave by thus be-
'ng deceived by two others. His mother
»ould be rendered wretched, and he thould
derhaps accufe himfelf of being acceflary to
ke death of both his parents :—the thought
wvas not to be borne. He determined for a
noment to renounce every happinefs which
nuft be purchafed by their mifery, and not
nly to fly himfelf from this almoft irre-
iftible temptatioh, but to prcvént Ifabella
rom yielding to it. But this refolution
vas hardly formed, before the image of .
' | ~ Monimia

-
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Monimia, weeping in folitude her defolate:
‘fate, complaining to him, who was tos far
-off to hear—ill-treated or abandoned by
her aunt—expofed to the infults of the
profligate, and the contempt of the fortu-
nate—came with all its pathetic intereft to
win him from his duty; and then, the
‘happinefs of calling her his~—of knowing
-that only death could divide them! the
conteft was dreadful ; and he knew that
‘when he faw Monimia it would be worfe,
—Once or twice he determined to-i)ut an
-end to it, by telling his father ; but to this
-defperate expedient was oppoféd the honour
he had given to Warwick not to betray, if
‘he would not participate, the intended
flight of his fifter ; nor.did he imagine that
her going off with Warwick would be 2
very diftrefling circurhftance to his father.
—However enraged the General might at
firft be, his pride would not fuffer him
finally to -abanden his nephew. In every
point but that of prefent fortune, Warwick -
muft have the preference; and Orlando '
thought that he had often feen, by- his
' 1 ~ father’s
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ither’s countenanceas) he looked at Ifa-
ella, that he regretted the facrifice he was
iduced by his own circumftances to pro-
1ote.— But with himfelf it was quite other-
ife’; and the rath ftep he was thus firongly
'mpted to take, would blaft at once all
10fe hopes his father now fo fondly che-
ifhed in regard to the Rayland eflate (for
:was certain Mrs. Rayland would never
orgive him); and, by acceding to War- -
vick’s propofal, he muft deeply aggravate
wvery pang of that feparation which his fa-
her feemed already unable to endure.

-

VYour. IIL L CHAY.
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CHAP X

ORN by thefe diftra&ing contefts

between love -and duty, Orlando
continued for fome moments to traverfe
the place where Warwick had left him.
His two younger fifters appeared to inter--
rupt without relieving this painful debate.
He learned from them that Captain War-
- wick and Ifabella were gone together for a
walk, and that the former had fent them
to him, as he wanted to fpeak with them.
A new doubt now arofe in the mind of
Orlando—Ought he to communicate to
" Selina what was going forward, of which
the appeared to be ignorant? or conceal
within his own bofom what he could not
prevent, or entirely difapprove?” After a
little confideration he thought it would be
beft not to-make Selina a party: and he

endeavoured to diffemble as well as he
could
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could the conflict of paffions, which were
preying on his heart. His father, pale and
dejetted, with a flow and languid ftep, foon
after joined them: he bade the two girls
go to their mother, and then taking Or-
lando’s arm, they walked together to a
greater diftance from the houle.

“ You go then to-morrow, Orlando
faid Somerive: ¢ there are no hopes of
any favourable reverfe to this cruel fen,
tence? Mrs. Rayland, I find,”—he hefi-
tated—=<¢ does not wifh. to interfere, Sir,”
replied Orlando. ¢¢ On the contrary, fhe
feems to think that a young man of my age
and profefiion cannot be {o well employed
as in the a&ual fervice of his country.”

Somerive anfwered only with a deep figh;
and aftera fhort paufe Orlando went on:

.¢¢ { befeech you, my deareft Sir, not to
make yourfelf thus unhappy. Confider.
that, notwithftanding this temporary part-
ing, my profpects are infini:ely better than
1 had any right to expet, and—"

¢ They might, however, have been
better,” faid his father in his turn inter-

L2 rupting
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rupting him—¢¢ at leaft they might have
been muze permancntly affured, if you had
liitened to the propofals we heard yefter-
day : inftead of quitting your family, you
mighi then have been fettled near it in
afiluence’

¢ et us not, my dear father,” anfwered
Orlando, ¢ difculs thatany more; I would
not marry Mifs Hullybourn, if fhe could
give me a kingdom,”
_ “¢ Nor give up your boyith fancy for that
girl at the Hall to fave your family, to fave
your tather!” o

Oriando ftarted as if he had trodeon a
ferpent: this was a ftring that jarred too
much, 1t (hreatened to deftroy all the vir-
tuous rddoludons which he had been la-
bouring to adopt; for it feemed to be cru-
cliy and i1 :ftice in his tather to reproach
bim; and, conlcious of the facrifice he
huped io have fortitude enough to make,
it appearcd too Lard that he was at
that. moment blamed for not making
more. : o :
¢ No, Sir,” faid he, ¢ I will not give

b
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tip my fancy/foritheogirbratcthe Hall, as
you are pleafed to term her; but I fee not
how my affettion for her can injure my
family, nor how my refigni- g her could
fave them—For God's !ake, do not embic-
ter the few hours we are to pals together,
either by reproaches which indeed I do not
delerve, or by concern which the occafion
does not demand. DBelieve me, your f{on
fuffers enough, without the additional mi-
“fery of feeing you either diipleated with him
or grieving tor him.”
Orlando, then fearful that any farthcr
" converfation with his father, in the humour
he feemed to be in, would ferve only. to
give pain to them both, and withing to be
alone for a few minutes before he again faw
~VVar\;1ick, went another way; and on his
return to the houie he found an official
letter direting him to repair immediately
for Portfinouth, where the captain of his
company was aflembling his men in order
to embark immediately for America.
Thus certain that he mult fet out
the'next day, and that he had only a few
L3 moinents
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moments, before; he muft meet Warwick

and give his anfier, he hid himfelf in the .

leaft frequented part of the fhrubbery that

adjoined to the houfe, and again-confidered

of the tempting offer that was made

him. Fafcinating as it was, and though

his exceflive affection for Monimia was

often cn the point of overbalancing every

other confideration whatever; his pride

and his duty, his affection for his father,

and his refpect for himfelf, united at length

to conquer hisinclination. How could he

bear to plunge a dagger into the heart of -

his father, who -had little other hope on

earth butin him? or, ifhe could determiae

on that, and fortify himfelf againft the re-

proaches his confcience might make him,

how could he fubmit to be obliged for his

fupport, for the fupport of Monimia, to

Warwick? There was fomething repug-

“nant to the generous feelings of Orlando,
in Warwick’s ufing the very money his

uncle had given him, as the means of dif-

. appointing his benefattor. But, whatever
apology Warwick might make to himfelf
: for -

,
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for 'this, Orlando; thought there could be
none for him if he were to participate in
money thus acquired. He knew that, ac-
cuftomed to expence and indulgencies
as his friend was, a thoufand pounds would
be no very permanent refource when

Ifabella was to fhare it: and he could not = -

bear that 4¢ fhould be fuppofed to connive
at her flight, only to become with Monimia
a burthen to her and Warwick. On the
flender pay of an enfign it were madnefs
fo think he could fupport a wife, however
humble might be her withes’; and his mar-
riage would cut him off for ever from all
hopes of that affitance from Mrs. Rayland, ~
which ‘his father, even though he fhould
forgive, had not the power to afford him.
Could he then endure to expofe his beloved
Monimia to the inconveniencies of -follow-
ing a camp, without having the means of
procuring her fuch alleviations as it al-.
Jowed? He might die in the field, and
leave her expofed to hazards infinitely
greater than thofe which could befall her
in England. This laft confideration deter-

- L4 -mined
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miazd him—TIt decided his wavering vistue,,
and ke refoived to give Warwick a pofiive
" refu‘al inmediatcly before he thould relaple,
and to conceal the almoft invincible temp-
taiion he had been under from his Nioni-
mia, l«ft her weaker, fofter heart yielding
to it, he fhould again find himfelf unable
to refilt it
He now haftened to fird Warwick ; and
fertunately met him at the entrance of the
houfe, whither they were fummoned o
dicner. Warwick enquirtd  with great
cagernels on what he had refolved. « To
be miferalle,” anfwered Orlando, “in
ablaining from what is wrong. I fhould be
miferable if 1 agreed, Warwick, to your
propofal ; and I bave determined, fince
" either way I muft be unhappy, to be fo
with integrity rather than felf-reproach.”
¢« What the devil!” faid Warwick,
¢ you won’t go then my way ?”
¢« No, [ will not.” .. 4
“ Buat you will not, I hORC, Sir,” cried
Warwick half angry—:*¢ yogjwill not think
it neceflary to prevent your fifter »”
' Orlando,
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- Orlandoy, who didnot greatly relith the
peremprory manner in which this was faid,
anfuered coldly—¢¢ You have my honour,
Caprain Warwick, and any other queftion
s an affront.” ‘

$¢ Forgive me, my friend,” replied
Warwick, .refuming his ufual good hu
mour—<¢ forgive me for doubting you.
¥ cannot live withourt lfabella, nor do 1 in-
tend to try at it—I have prevailed 1pon her,
not without ditfic:ilty I aifure you, to corr
fent to meet me at Portimouth.—You
know how much happine!s your yomg with
Monimia would have given to us all l—
But I have not a moment to argue the
matter with you.—You fay you are derer-
minid—So am I ; and all | afk of you s,
shat you will not rob me of my hippinefs,
upon the fame faife, cold fort f reafoning
fyftem to which you are faeciificing your
own.”

A fervant now ceming out to fay that
dinner waited, they went into the houfe.:
A melancholy and file:t meud was Don
concluded. The Geaeral’s horle was

L; brou_ht
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brocght to the i door, on which Warwick.
was to go to the next poft town: and
he rofe to take leave of the family, which
be did with a compofure that amazed Or-
lando, who had no idea how a man could
fo conceal the feelings which muft on fach

an occafion naturally arife. Ifabella was

far from appearing fo tranquil ; but all the

relt were too much engaged with their own

-fenfations to remark thofe which her coun-

tenance betrayed, though to Orlando her

confufion was evident.

Warwick went up to receive the lft
orders of his uncle, and then prepared to
mount his horfe; when Orlando took his
arm, and begged he would fend the fervast
on with the horfes, and give him a few
moment’s atiention as they walked on
after them. :

Warwick readily agreed, in hopes that
he had changed his mind; but Orlando
foon put an end to fuch expeQations by
afking him in what way Ifabella was to
meet him.—¢ I have given you my
bhonour, Warwick,”- faid he, ¢ not to be-

-8 . - tray
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:ray you : but,I muft have yours in return
that my fifter fhall be expofed to no im-
proper adventures. How is the who never
was from home in her life, but for a few
days with her mother in. London, to find
her way to Portfmouth ?” A

¢¢ Ridiculous !’ exclaimed Warwick,  to
find her wayto Portfmouth! ' One would ,
really think fhe was to take a flight to the
extreme parts of the earth, “inftead of
bardly five-and-thirty miles.—My poor
friend, thou haft not been ufed, I fee, to.
thefe little adventures—I have an aid-de-
camp, who, in the abfence of his com-
mander, can fecure a little deferter for
him.—Ifabella is determined to truft me;
and it may fuffice you to know that I love
her too wcll not to take every poffible pre-
caution for her fafety.”

¢« No,” faid Orlando, “¢ it may not
fuffice—Though I have promifed not to in-
terfere, it is only on condition that I am
fure my fifter will not fuffer either in her
perion or her reputation, Give me there-
forc the particulars.” . ‘
L6 Warwick
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Warwick then related, that his fervant, os
whom he could depend, was on the even-
ing they fhould appoint to be ready with
a poft-chaife and four at fome place they’
could *lix upon; where after fupper Ifa-
bella, inflead of “retiting to her room,
fhould meet it—¢¢ Nothing is more eafy,
1 {uppofe,” faid Warwick, ¢ or lefs danger-
ous, than for your fifter to do this; and,
when fthe is once off in the chaife, relays of.
borfes being ordered at the two ftages
between this and Portfmouthi, my fervant,
following on bhorfeback, will efcort her
thither in lefs than four heurs: there I
fhall have a veflel ready to carry us to
Jerfey—Money, my dear boy ! Money,
my dear boy! Money, contrivance and
courage are all that are neceflary.—I have
found the two firlt, and have given the lat
to the only perfon that wanted it.—] have
convinced 1fzbella that, if fhe follows my
dire¢tions, the may be at Portfmouth be- -
fore (be is mifled, and married before any
one can guefs where to look for her—Well,
" Orlando,” you now have my whole plan;

and
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and I truft to your honour not to render it
abortive.”
¢« And I,” -replied Orlando, «¢ truﬁ my
fifter to yours, not without relu®ance and
remorfe—We fhall probably meet at Portf
‘moah?”
¢¢ Probably,” anfwered Warwick ; ¢ far
the two companies are to embark at the
fame time; and I only truft to fome pri-
vate intereft, which I have pevailed upon
my uncle to make for me, to procure leave
to embark in whatever veflel is moft cen-
.venient.—The cajtain of one of the frigtes
is my particular friend, and [ thall proba-
be get a birth with him inftead of going
in a tranfport.” Orlando, to whom the
-whole fcheme appeared eafily practicable,
now agnn fcle all the difpofition to join in
it which he had bcfore combated : but
again his reafon came to his aid, and he
faw Warwick depart withour betraying any
fymptoms of that ftruggle whxch il tore
his heart.
" Orce more, however, he fubdued it ;

and recalled his refolution to go through
the'
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the trying fcene which was to wait him on
his return to the houfe, where he was early
in the evening to bid adieu to all bis
family, in order to fup with Mis. Rayland
as fhe had defired ; and then! the laft
cruel parting with Monimia, more dreadful
than any of his former fufferings, was to
_ embitter his laft moments at Rayland-Hall.

The laft adieu between a father fo affec-
tionate and unhappy and a fon {o beloved, '
need not be defcribed—it would indeed be
difficult to do itjuftice. As his motherand
his fitters hung weeping about him, hecould
not help addreffing fome words to Ifabella,
however unfavourable the time, which fhe
feemed perfectly tounderftand—though fhe -
fhrunk from them, and had carefully
avoided giving him any opportunity of
fpeaking to her alone, At length Orlando
tore himfelf away’; and not daring te look
behind him, yet hardly feeling the ground
beneath him, he hurried to the Hall.

Murs, Rayland received him with as
much calmnels as if he only cime on a
ufual vifit. Of the violent emotions which

agitated
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agitated him (he had noidea, Time and
uninterrupted profperity had fo blunted the
little fenfibility nature had given her, that
fhe was utterly incapable of participating or
comprehending the acute feelings of her
young favourite : yet in her ay fhe was
extremely kind to him; and, after giving
him another courfe of excellent advice,
which lafted near two hours, The told him,
that as his firft equipment might have taken
a good part of her former prefent, fhe had
another note of fifty pounds at his fervice.
This prefent was extremely acceptable to
Orlando, who had not above fixty left of _
her preceding bounty. Mrs. Rayland, de-
_taining Orlando an hour longer than he ex-
pected, at length difmiffed him with her
‘blefling ; and Orlando fhed tears of grati-
tude on her hand, which he kiffed, and,
without being able to {peak, left her.

He then took leave of the feryants ;
but gave to Mrs.” Lennard, with whom he
‘defired to fpeak in her own room, more
time than to the reft; and defirous of do-
ing what hewould to foften the fituation

of

>
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of bis Monimia, he determined to fpeak to
her aunt &n her behalf.

¢ You know, Madam,” faid he, ¢ that
on my lait depar.ure you fpoke to oie of
your niece: le: me now {peal to ycu of
bher. My a!fence may fatisfy ycuas w0
thofe fufpicions, that I know not why you
entertained of me—Lut let me entreat you
to be kind to my, loveiy young friend, for
whom I fcruple not to avow to you a very
great regard.”

« What !” ciied Mrs. Lennard, ¢ has fhe
evcr then been {:h an ungrateful gul as
to fay I was-unkind to her?”

<« Never,” faid Oriando :—*“1n the con-
verfations we have acciden:ally had, your
niece has always fpohen of you with gra:
titude and refpect: bur, after what you
once faid to me about her, 1 ihculd be
remifs were I to quit the houfe without
trying to obviate any little .u'king preju-
dice which may at fume future timg be re-
membered to her difadvantage : allow me
therefore to intcrcede with you, not only tor
forget any of thefe circumftances which,

may
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may prejudice your mind againft her, but
to increafe that tendernefs for her, which
docs fo much honour to your heart.”

¢ Thank you, Sir,” faid Mrs. Lennard,
¢ but I hope I do not want your advice,
nor any body’s, to da my duty to the girl,

. fince fhe is left upon my hands.”

Orlando never felt fo great an inclination
as at that momenr, to take Monimia off’
her hands; and, as he found little was to
be hoped for from his folicitations in her
favour, he took leave of Mrs. Lennard,
and endeavoured, when alone, to colleft
all his refolution for this final adieu with
Monimia; to drive from his recolle&tion
the offer of Warwick, which ftill recurred
to tantalize and torment him; to cone
ceal from her that it ever had been made,
and to fortify. her mind for theirlo. g fepa.
ration while he felt his own finking under it.

Among other things it occured to him,
that if death or caprice deprived Monimia
of the cold and relu&tant proteflion her
aunt now afforded her; fhe might be not
only defolate but pennylefs. He deter-

mircd¢
Y J
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mined, therefore,. to leave with her one of '
the banker’s notes he had juft received,
of ﬁvc-ancf-twemy pounds, and to pals
thefe laft moments in arming her againft
every poffible contingency which might
happen during his abfence, and, asfaras !
ke could, inftructing her how to act if they
occurred.

Monimia, with {wollen eyes, from which
the tears flowly fell notwithftanding her
endeavours to reftrain them, liftened in -
filence, as with a faltering tone and in
disjointed fentences he went through this
mournful tafk. She promifed in a voice
hardly articulate toattend to all he defired,
and ro keep a journal of her life ; « though
what will it be,” faid fhe,  but a joursal
of fufferings and of {orrow ?” '

« But when that forrow, thofe-fufferings
are over, my Monimia,” cried Orlindo,
trying to {peak cheerfully, < with what
tranfport thall we look back on this journal,
and compare our paft anxieties with our
a&ual happinefs {—L.et that idea encourage
you amidit the heavy days that are to in-

tervene

- ‘ .
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ervene - before  we) meetoagain. What-
ver you fuffer, remember that your Or-
ando will return to dry your tears! And
ake care of your precious health, my
Moninria, preferve it for him.” '
She could only anfwer by a deep drawn
igh; while Orlando, cruel as the f(cene
vas, could .not determine to put an end
«q it. Day already dawned ; and as he did
10t mean to go to bed, but had ordered
he under-keeper to attend him with the
sorfes as foon as it was light, he knew that
1¢ fhould foon be called by Jacob: yet
sould he not determine to lead Monimia .
sack to her turret till he heard the man at
he.door, who, tapping at it, informed him
he horfes were ready, and the hour paffed

it which he ordered himfelfto be called.
Monimia then arofe and faid—¢¢ Fare-
vell then, Orlando !” He had no power to
infwer her; but led her filently through
he chapel, round the court, and to her
urret. The moment that tore himn from
ier could not be delayed ; he took the laft
mbrace, and haftily bade. her fhut the
door,
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door, left he (hould-fall-intofuch a parops |
ylm of anguifh as might render Lin un-
able to leave her at all. Monimia, who
could not lLave fupported the pain fheen- -
dured much longer, with feeble and trem-
bling hands ol.eyed him; but as flowly be . |
defcended the dairs, he heard her loud
fols, and was on the point of returning
again jo fnatch her to bis bofom, and de- "
clare it impoffible to part with her.

Tke loud noife of a whip, which Jacob .
impatient of his long delay now founded -
around the houte, roufed him once more.

He ftarted from the dangerous reflectionhe
was indulging, that it was yet in his own
power to take Monimia wih him, or&
lealt to fecure her following him with his
fifter ; and again recovering his courage,
he defcended the ftairs, lcft for the hft
time the heloved turret, and in a few mo-
ments mounted his horfe, and rode almoft
at full fpeed throigh the park. He was
foon on the high-road to the firlt poft-town
towards Porfmouth ; and having afcended
an high down that afforded him the laff

view
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ew he could have of Rayland Hall, he-
spped on the top of ir, ‘and, turning his
offe’s head, fixed his eyes on the feat of
tt his paft happinefs, of all his future hopes,
nd thought how much he probably had
o fuffer b:fore he thould revifit it again,
1ow probible it was that he fhould neyer
fee it more !

Jacob, who had but little norion of all
this, yet fuppofed the capuin, as he was
now called at the Hall, was forry to leave all
bis friends and M:fs Monimmy, and hunt-
ing‘and fhooting, and fuch like, to go to
‘he wars, now thought it might be kind to
:onfole him: but Orlando heeded not the
rery eloquent harangue, which had lafted
tear a quarter of an hour, but fuddenly turn-
d his Lorfe, and fet out as fpeedly as
efore. ~

He took a puft horfe ar the town, and
dut his pormanteau into a Portfmouth
Jiligence that was paffing ; then difiniffing
is favourite horfe, which he would take
10 farther, and recommending him parti
:ularly to Jacob, who promifed to attend

to
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to him while he fed at liberty in the patk,
he made the fervant a handfome prefen,
and on the hack which was ready he pro- -
ceeded as if was purfued ; for the fpeed
with which he rode feemed to give him
fomething liké relief. A very fhort time
“brought him to Portfmouth; where he |
found his baggage from London juft ar- g
rived; and learned *that fome of . the fol
diers were already embarked, that the wind
was fair, and that new orders for the
" greateft expedition were arrived that day
to the commander of the reinforcement
going to America. '

(VACE NN
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N 1

CHAP XI.
NXHAUSTED by the fatigue of body
- and mind, Orlando would now pro-
ibly have loft the painful recollection of
hat had paffed within the laft eight-and-
ity hours by tranfient forgetfulnefs ; but
ren this was not permitted him: the
rders for immediate embarkation were fo
ti@, and the commander of the fquadron
hich was to convoy the tranfports fo im-
tient to execute the diretions of Govern-
ent, that evcry thing was hurry and con-
fion ; and Orlando, far from being al-
wed time to think of what he had left,"
und the care of the company devolve
moft entirely upon him: the men were
r the moft part raw. recruits ; the captain, |
e younger fon of an illuftriods houfe,
ready raifed to that rank (thaugh not fo

- : old
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old as Orlando),, was not come down ; and
the lieutenant, a man-near fifty, was al-
moft incapacitated from attending his duty
by the agonies of his wife and a family

of {everal children, who, as they had been-

in lodzings in a ncighbouring town ever
fince his return from America the pre-
ce ling: year, now aflembled around him
to bid to their only prote&or and fupport
a laﬁ farewcll.

Thc thort notice he had received of his
d-partwe had preventcd his fettling many
things for them which- were now indifpen-
{:ble ; the moment therefore Orlando ar-
rived, this officer {whom he had not before

feen) related to him his fituation; and.

Orlando, in genercufly endeavouring to al-
leviate his woubles by taking as much
bufites from him as he could, found his
additional fatigue well repaid by the ne-
ceflity it laid bim under to detach his mind
from his own regiet and anxiety, At the
firt dawn of day he was at the Point—
Cmbarking the men and baggage; and the
{cene of (iftra@ing hurry that now pre-

fented
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ited itfelf, the, quarrels-and. blafphemy
ith which the beach refounded, the con-
fion among the foldiers and failors, the
ge of the commanders and the murmurs
" the commanded, the eager impatience
“thofe who- had articles to buy-for their
»yage, and the unfeeling avarice of others
ho-had them to- fell, formed altogether 2
ene as extraordinary as it was new to Or-
ndo, who had never been from the neigh-
>urhood of the Hall except ‘for ‘a-few
ecks, which were either paffed-in pledfure

London or in a quiet country town:
: heard therefore, with a mixture of
onder and difguft, the human tempeft
yar in which he was now engaged, and
ir the firft time enquired of himfelf what
1 this was for ?

This was not a place or hour when fuch
queftion, however naturally it occurred,
uld be anfwered—He was to a&, not to
recalate; and hardly had he a moment
» refle& that, hurried as he was to be, he
rould not have the fatisfaction (if fatisfac-
on it might becalled) of feeing Ifabella and
Vou. 1. M Warwick
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Warwick before he.went himfelf on board;
after which i wopld, be impoffible to know
what became. of them, at leaft not_sill his
arrival in America,,  Amid the. tumult that
furrounded bim,, this gave him infinite dif
quict. A thoufand fears for his fifter
crowded on his mind ; .be apprehended fhe
Jnight by fome qccldent be prevented in
fuch a place meeting: Warwick ; he trem-
bled left, if fhe did, his condu& towards
ker, when {he was entirely in. his power, :
might be difhonourable. Such were the
diftreffling r@ﬂe&lons of Orlando in every
momentary paufe the confufion of the
Acene allowed him. But‘ whatever uneafi-
nefs he felr, the time permitted him to
Jhave po mitigation ; apd, in the evening
of the day after his arrival at Portfmouth,
he found himfelf on board a tranf] (port with
the greater part of that company to wlnch
he belonged, and about an equal number
.of dragoans with their horfes. The wind,
though, violent, blew, down, she channel;
and at-nightfall, all.previous orders being
_glven, they obcycd she fignal for getting
. to
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to fea. Iviwas movcilioithey \"véré' }ﬁany
miles at fed thae Offands had timle to con-
“fider his- firaideiba®: <Y, the tittidle hav-
jng a-Hilefobde, e {aw Rl ii'a
little crowded veffel,” where nothing could
‘equal the mconvemeﬁc‘e“{’é whith hi¢'fol-
diers were’ fubjected, ‘bt that “Wiich the
‘iferable negroes’ éidife “ifi“théir pifiige
to’ flavery ®.” ‘Indiffetérit 'to this fo far as
%t mierely ‘rélated to hiwfIf, he could not
fee the' fuffétings 0 which the men were
hke!y to be ~ expofed vhthdut concerti.
‘All ‘of ‘them were young “aiid ‘néw''to the
Yervice; and 'the cdptain’ tvas tos Artefitive
to lis own delicacy to have time td give
the poor fellows all the ‘alleviation their
condition allowed them; 4nd, “om the
‘ftéond day of their ’voyage Yhe* i’ound hls
“dwn fitdation fo unplea{’ant tiat hé cht’ in
I.‘boat on board one Of lhé anates, the com-

"% Yt has lately Béen auédgea in defenct of the
igfive Trdde, that NégroedZon bodrd Guinedmén are
llowed almof 33 miskh> spovk ag d. Soldxgt in. & Tranf-
ote=Exoqllent reafoning! - .

M2 mander
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mander  of \which was diftantly related to
him, and obtained of him for the reft of the
voyage a birth more fuitable to a man of
fathion than a crowded tranfport could af-
ford him. * _

Orlando, the lieutenant (who was half
broken-hearted), and a cornet of horfe were
left in charge of the men ; and it was per- |
haps fortunate for the former, that he was |
fo inceflantly called upon to-attend to his
" dyty that he had hardly a moment to com-
mand but for repofe, and, occupied about
others, could think but little of himfelf.

They had now been fo long at fea, that
the frefh-water failors had conquered the
firft uneafy fenfations given by that element,
except the young cornet, who was the only
fon of a very opulent family and heir.toan
immenfe fortune: during a very long mi-
nority his mother had {fo humoured him,
that even his requeft to enter' the army,
though extremely oppofite to her wifhes
could neither be’ evaded ncr denied. The
fmart uniform'cf a-lig’ht hatfemah *appeared

to him extremely deﬁtaﬁle an & tthe" pof-
fibility

v A
I 4
hl
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fibility of danger:in fuch-a fervice never
occurred to him, nor -wenld he- liften to it
when it wis reprefented by others, He had
hardly put on this f‘ed.ueing attire; aid pro-
vided himfelf with a very beautiful horfe,
Before he was ordered abroad ; and’ now’
fick and defponding, this unhappy child- -of
foolifh afBuence wanted a-nurfe much nore’
than a broad fword—No puling girl juft
out of the nurfery was ever more helplefs ;
and Orlando at once defpifed and pitied'
himi ; but found’ that, having been frxcndly'
enough to offér him. his affiftance, his new-
dcquaintance ‘foon leaned “‘éntirely upon
him ; and. that, having beer: ufed to- have
every one around him at his co&m'nand. he
r'ecewed every friendly ‘attention: which:
compaffiors extorted from others, as ‘mattets:
of courfe. o e

The: fleet had -now paﬁ'edt Madeiray
without however touching at it, and wer®
launched ‘into the great Atlantic Ocean)
Hithérto their voyage had been profperous:
and quick ; and a fhort time promifed to:
terminate it : but the heat.of the weather;!

' M3 operating
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operating oa the crowds of mén and of
horfes-ftowed in fuch a. vefiel, sow began
to be fcverely fclt A fcvcr of tbe malig-
five men fickened of_ it, pf whom three died;
and the other two, more kike fperes than
living creatures, fccmed by their partial re-
covery only to be referved for'more lin-
gering fuﬁ'ermos '

Nor. was that thc wort ; for thc dlfcafc,
after a ceffation of a few days, broke out
afrefh, and Orlando faw his men deprefled:
and difpirited, finking around him its ealy
vi&ims, Contrary winds, or fullen’ ca1ms
which. allowed ihem to make very ‘Titdé
way, added. to the hopeleffnefs of . theif
fituation, and the: other tranfports could
aﬁ'ord them littie affiftance ; for in fome
lhc fame cruel ditemper had begu{r its ra-
vages, and thofe who wete yet free from it
dreaded the infe&tion. It was now that
Orlando felt the juftice of that pathetic
defcription, - given by Thonifon, of the
mortality at fea beforé Carthagena, where

hc addrcﬁ"cs the admxral as witneffing
¢ The
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% Thie deeply racking pang, the ghally form, ..
«~The Lip. pale. quivering, and the beamlols eye
*. No mare w.ir.hu?nw brighte= .. |

" - :heqroans S
et R

. v
LI

«“ Of agomzmg ﬂups
Jd as hzwmg thcn heard
“ Nightly p!.mgcd 'umd the fullen wnves, ‘
 The frequcnt corfe” A
From fuch’ a fcenc, wfxcnever the dn‘f'
effes of hismen: (whom. i in delpue of the
mgcr of. mfe&lon e attended’ with pa-
tnal  kindnefs) or the ‘terrors of the
:lc eﬁ'cmmatc comet would allow him 2

[ 3o

Bments rcfpnte ﬁe cfcaped ay much as.
' could by pzdﬁlg the ¢& evcmngs on d'cck :
e the hear clow wés‘ i'nore dreadfuT to
m than eve thc want of ﬂccp or any
her mconvemcncc. He frequemly took
é' r'x'lght watcb and at other times w’réf):
d himfelf in a grcat coat, and ]ay down
agre he mnght at lealt have air., On thefe

caﬁons fleep. would not always befrxend
m ; and thcn all he had Jefe, his Momrma,
sfamxly, the . Hau, the rujal hgpgmcfs
: bhad enJo)ed in, hxs ngive . cquotry,
I\rI4 forcibly
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forcibly.. prefented.. themfelves in contral
to the- wretchelinefs-around him; and
when he .confidered* a number- of men
thus packed together'in-a Jittle veffel, pe-
rithing by difeaft ; fuch of them as furvived
going to another hemifphere to avenge
on a branch of their own nation a quarrel,
of the juftice of which. they knew little,
and were never {uffered to enquire ; he felt
difpofed to wonder at the folly of mankind,
and to enquire again what all this was for?
He fometimes, howcvtr, endeavoured

to perfuade himfelf-that’ it was for glory:
he.ha.d been taught fo’ love glory—What
fo fa.cred as the’ ‘glory of hiis country ? To
Purchafe i no: cxemon could bé too, great
- =to revenge gn )nfult on it, no facrifict
Thould bé regretted 1f, for a momenn,
his good fenfe avofe in’ defpite of this pre:
Jqd;ce, and induced him’ t6 enquire if it
. was not “frotni a miftaken pomt of honour,
from tHe wickednefs of govérnments, or
the fanguisaty’ ambition or revenge of
monarchs, than fo'much mifery was owing
as wars of every dcfcnpuon muft necefla-
: , rily
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nly occafior ; i hie'quiered théfe-doubts-by
recurrmg to hiftory=—eur Heénriey and' our
Edwards, “héroes whofe ‘names children
dre taught to: lifp with delight, as they aré
bid to execrate the eruel Untle * and the
bloody Queen Mary ; ‘and he tried to bed.
lieve that what thefe Englith Kings had fo
glorioufly -done, was-in their defcendants
equally glortous, becaufe it ‘wenc to'fup<
port the honour of the Britith nanie.~—
Then Alexander, * Czfar, -and all- the
crowned murderers of antiquity-—they were
heroes too whom his “fchool-ftudies had
taught him to admire, and whom his ma+
turer feflection had’ not yét- enttbled him'to
fec divelted of the meteor glare which' fure
reunded them. There was fomething great
in their perfonal valour, -in their contempt.
of death; and he did ot recollett *that
their being themfelves fo indifferent to life
was no reafon why, to fatisfy their owr
vanity, they fhould deluge the world with'
human bldod. There were, indeed, times'
when the modern dlre&ms of war appfaréd‘

3 Kichard the Third, ‘
Lig 1o
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to him in’ailefs favourzbte light—who in-
curred rio'perfoni! dangér, nor gave them-
{elves 4 any othertrouble thidit to’ raife money
from olie’ part ‘of afeip fﬁi)j‘é"“('s/, i order to
enable them' 6 acﬂroy‘ Another, of the fub-
je&s of fome nelghbourmg potentate. Nor
had he, ‘after a wlnle, grcat reafon to ad-
'mire the” mtcgnty “of ‘the fubordinate de-
partménts to whem ‘thie care of providing
for troops thus ftat out 'to fupport the
glory of their mafter wds entrufted. The
prov;ﬁons on board were umvexfally bad;
apd Lbc ﬁckne{'s of the foldncrs was as
much owmg to that caufe as ta the heat of
‘climate.” Mufty oatmeal, half- dried peafe,
and meat half fpoxlcd beforc it had been
falted_down, would in any fituation have
occaﬁoncd difeafes ; and when to fuch de-
fc&we food, their ‘being’ fo' cIofely ﬁowcd
and fo long on board’ was added, thefe
difeafes increafed rapxdly, and”’ g\encrally
ended fatally. But it wasall for ghry. And
that the mxmﬁry fhould in thus purehafi ing-
glory, put a little more than was requifiie
into the pockets of contra&ors, and deftroy
as
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many men by ficknefs as by, the- fword,
ide but lirtle dnﬂ‘exencc inan och& fo.
initely 1mporta.nL b fpcgqﬂy when lt

.4_...

~~~~~~

're for the mo{’t part members of pa.lha.-
=nt, who under other mmcs en_]oycd the
ofits of a war, wlnch dlf(e,?ardmg the
ices of the pcop]e in gcneral or even of
sirown (.onﬁltuems, thcy voted for p purfu-
3. Merciful God' can it bc thy will that
wkind fHould thus tear éach other to
=ces with more férocnty thax} the beafts
the wnldcrncf& ) Ca.n i bc tby dlfpenfa-
a that kings are cntruﬁcd wuh power
ly to deform thy works—-wand in learn-
3 politics to. foroet humamty 2
Orlandp, embar ked in a caufe of whlch
had hardly ever thought ull, he was
lled upon to maintain .it, was mf'en-
ly vifited by refletions, llkc the(e ; but
lenever they recurred he dnove them
m him as much as he coyld, and en- !
wyoured to cherith the fond hope that
might yet be well ; that Ifabella, about
M6 whom
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whom he was haunted with a thoufand
fcars, was in" fome of ‘the” veffels which
were now all aﬂ'cmblcd in one fleet—for
the flownels of their progrefs had en-
abled thofe thips which laft failed to over-
take them ;" and that on his landing he
Thould*meet Warwick and his fifter, and

anticipate with them the fortunate hour of
his return to England.

As the perilous fituation of Ifabella oc-
~cupied his thoughts, whenever he could
a moment detach them from the fcene be-
fore him, he made feveral efforts to learn,
if the was in any of the veffels near which
he often found himfelf; but in none of
them could he gain information of an of-
ficer of the name of Warwick. He then
contrived to fend a meflage to the captain
of the frigate, one of the convoy, with
whom Warwick had told him he was ac-
quainted ; but this officer, to the infinite
difappointment of Orlando, told him in
anfwer to his letter, that it was true his
friend Warwick had fent fome of his bag-
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gage on board, and a ne"gro fervant’s ‘bl
that, after waititg for him 'till the laft‘sro-
ment; it" becamie abfolitély neceflary for
him to fait witlpué=Bim) This account
only fervéd, therefok¥; toincreafe the un-
eafinefs of Orlando, who now féared that,
inftead of being able on his landing in
America to write inftantly to his father
with an account both of himfelf and his
fitter, he fhould only add to the difquiet
which he believed her flight muft have oc-
cafioned to her family : nof was he at ail
fatisfied that Warwick’s dithonourable con-
dué& towards her was not the caufe of their
not being in the fleet, which he'was now
almoft perfuaded they were not:

If at any time he had obeained a thort
interval of repofe, thefe ‘cruel images
haunted him ; but as the voyage was pro-
longed, and the difcomforts of his cone
dition became more fevere, he tound abun-
dant reafon to rejoice that he had refifted
the alluring temptation 217 re to him by
Warwick, and had no: - .:»t:d "1is Mo
nimia to d.fficulties aul itredl:, ur'er

' T whsh
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which many around him had funk : and
in this felicongratulation Bé-found the firft
reward of virtue; afenfation which foothed
all his forrows, and enabled him to fupport
the accumulated evils whnch now prefled
upon him.

The fleet was now within four. days fail
of New-York; or at leaft the failors,
though it was a dead calm, dcclared that
they had no doubt but before the.end of
that time they fhould get in thither. The
fick men revived a little. with the intelli-
gence; and the reft bere with lefs- dejection
the funeral of the dead (for two days bad
not for fome time paffed without a funeral)
and the lofs of the horfes, of which a-third
bad already perifhed. Orlando,.to efeape
the intolerable. fmells below, now always
paffed the night on deck, and was fleeping
on it when the noife occafioned by a fud-
den change of the weather awakened him:
he got up, as well to be out of the way, as
to affift the faxlors, who were foon all bufily
employed; forin a few moments it blew a
burricane. Thcdarkncfs of the night and the

3 violence
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violence of the ftorm were horrors, greatly
increafed by'the! 'dppreliention the feamen
exprefled, that they fhould ,be driven
againft fome of the other veflels and funk :
and ‘this appeared extremely probable;
for, by the flathes of lightning, the tranf-
ports in company were feen driven about,
fometimes within a few yards of each other
—guns of diftrefs were heard, but none
were in a condition to affift the reft; nor
was it poflible for a boat tolive in a fea that
ran mountains high, and threatened to over-
whelm even the men of war which formed-
the convoy. .

" Orlando, to whom as a novice in marbs
time adventures the danger feemed even;
greater than it was, imagined that death was.
inevitable, becaufe it had never appeared.
to him fo near before. He thought, how-.
ever, not fo much of the event, as of the
effect the intelligence of it would have on
thofe infinitely dearer to him than himfelf
~—He heard the agonifing fhrieks of .his
mother, the more fileat but more deftruc-
tive anguith of his father, the tears of his.

fifters,
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fifters, unable to fupprefs their own grief
while they attempted to adminfter comfort
to their parénts, and above all the fufferings
of his gentle Monimia, fufferings more
acute becaufe fhe dared not complairi. Yet,
when the veffel ftrained fo much that the
feamen declared they every moment ex-
pe&ed the timbers to part, Orlando again
thanked God that Monimia was not with
him. The defpair of the licutenant was
folemn and filent;—he bélieved that the
hour was come when he was to leave his
family deftitute in'a world wheré, with all
his exertions, his want of intereft had not
-afforded him the means of fupporting them
by that perilous profeflion to which he had
dedicated his life. But he bore this cer-
tainty (for there feemed not the leaft hope
of efcape) like a foldier 'and a man: he
affifted thie failors; he encouraged the fol-
diers ; and endeavoured, with a calmnefs of
mind wkich gave Orlando an exalted opi-
mion of him, to infpire others with that
hope he did not himfelf feel. To Ors
lando only he declared ks opinien thit

A they
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“they muft perith ; and he {poke in appro-
bation of the fortitude with- which {o young
a man, and one (o.unaccuftomed to look
on danger. and death, .bore this intelli-
gence: bat with theé little cornet he could
not keep his: temper, who, half dead with
terror,. lamented himfelf aloud in terms uns
fnanly and ridiculousj and whe, though hé
‘declared himfelf too much affected by the
violent heaving of the ﬁnp to keep ‘the decké
& moment, ran up costinuallyto afk pu-
erile queftions of the feamen, and té diftradd
thieir attentioniby - his complsmts ‘and clde
mours. -
~Mborning at lengtli sppeared, but thc
wind: rather increafed'than abated ; and thé
Jighit of day ferved: only to thew theishows
rors. of their firuation, and of fome of theis
cotfipanions in diftrefs, who were ftill im
fight, for the ‘men of war were no longer
vifible; and of the three' tranfports whe
were near them, one was difmafted, and
another without het rudder was driven
about a wreck upon the waves, under bare
poles. From this veffel, which the firf¥
| dawn
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dawn of day difcovered clofe to them, they
heard repeated fignals of diitrefs. When-
ever the mountainous waves afforded them
a view of her, they faw the people, -among
whom were two or three women, appear-
ing on her deck, apparently in all the ago-
pics of defpair. Orlando was fuddenly
ftruck with the idea thas this veflfel might
contain his filter; and with dreadful foligi-
tude he watched i, till, in the confufion of
bis thoughts, he fancied he really difcerned
her—All care for his own fafety was then
at an end; and he entrested the .comv
mander of the (hip he was in to allawhim:
toattemypt in a boat to go on board, in the
hopes of adminiftering fome help; but thix
the man pofitively refufed, giving very loud
and fhort reafons, in terms which Orlandoe
did not underftand, why fuch an attempt
would be fatal to whoever undertook it,.
without being of the leaft ufe to thofe for
whom it was undertaken. More and
more impreflfed with the idea that 1fabella
- was among the women, whofe terrors he
faw diftinctly on the deck of the othet
veflel,

]
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~ yeffel, he now hardly- poffeffed his fenfes,
and was on the point -of plunging into the
waves, tremnendous asthey were—when, as-
his eyes were fixed wildly and eagerly on
it, he faw it fink, and the fea bury all it con-
tained !—There was hardly time to utter
an exclamation of horror, when fome of
the unhappy people appeared fo near. the
fhip, that the failors, though fo likely to
fhare the fame fate, endeavoured to fave
them; but two only, ftout men who fwam
frongly, were fnatched from the raging
element. "The reft-foon dlfappcarcd never
to:xfo again | e

,.The force of the wind was now fome-
what Jellened, and the .men -were. infpired
by fome degree of hope to greater . exer-
tians. - About ten o’clock the fterm was ﬁz
mpd: abated that the mafter was able .to
take anobfervatian ; and he found himfelf
many leagues aut of his courfe. No fhip
remained in ﬁght but. one tranfport at a
great diftance, and thie veflel yet drove too
much to allow them:to attempt altering her
courfe. Their immediate - danger, how-

- everg
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ever, gradually diminithed ; and every man
on board, who was able to work, laboured,
in defpite of the fatigne they had unders
gone, to repair their rigming, and remedy
the damages the bull had fuftained. The
fick, who had for many hours' been ne-
gle@ed, were now vifiteds and- one foldier
was found dead. As to the horfes that re-
mained, they had all been thrown over-
board during the moft imminent peril, as
their weight occafioned the fhip to labour
fo much more than ‘fhe would- do withour
t’hqm. The dead foldier ‘was cotnmitted
to the waves ; and as Orlando, with glazed
eyes, faw him'depofited in his watery grave,
and recolleted all the horrors of the pre-
ceding night, he again mvolunranty en-
quired of himfelf, whether fuch things wer¢
to be accounted the difpenfations of Hes:
ven—or, if they were the works of muan,
why they were permitted? The terrible
idea that Ifabella had perifhed in that fhip
He faw fink fhill haunted him,and redoubled
by imaginary forrow all that he faw or fuf-
fered. The' poor fellows who had been
b taken
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taken up-were fo terribly, brmfed, and had
fwallowed fo much water, that they were
not yet fenfible. As foon as they were,
however, Orlando eagerly. queftioned. them
as to-the females whom he had throu

the obfcurity of the dark and dafhmg
waves, difcovered on the déck; a.nd he
learned, to increafe his mifery, that one of
them was a young la.dy, whofc hufband wa.s
anoﬁiccr of foot, and who was himfelf e1-
ther in the fleet, or commo wath the next
convoy. The failor who gave him this in-
forma,twn knew not which, nor did he
know-the lady’s name, or to what regnmeqt
her hufband belonged. The other women,
ke faid, weie, one of them the lady’s fer-
wvant, and the other the wife of afergeant in
Orlanao’s regiment: which feemed toadd to
the prohability that the younyg perfon who
had.penfhed was Ifabella. There hardly
needed this fad conjeC ure to add to the de-
fpondency which, in defpire of all his
fteady couiage, now took pofleffion of Or-
lando—defpondency which he found it ex-
tremely difficult to conceal.  Strong as his

conftitution
'I AITD

1
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conftitution was; it lyielded; at length, to
the united power of malignant infe&ion,
uneafinefs, and fatigne; and when, after
beating about above ten days, the veflel at
length reached the harbour of New-York,
he was taken on fhore in a ftate of infenfibi-
Tity, from the fever which had attacked
him; and his friend, the old lieutenant,
faw him accommodated as well as the cir-
cumftances the place ‘'was under would ad-
mit ; and, feeling for him the affeGion ofa
father, fhed over the blafted hopés of 2
youth fo promifing, tears, which his own
misfortunes had never extorted from him.

s Q“ h?t
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CHAP XIL

Y the care of this excellent man, aided
by the medical fkill of the furgeon of

: regiment, Orlando in about a fortnight
ofe as it were from the grave. His fenfes
.urned long before his ftrength, and with
sm all the fad recolle&ion of his difaf-
yus voyage :—almoft the firft ufe he made
‘his returning reafon, was to implore the
:utenant to enquire for Captain Warwick,
‘whom he found, with inexpreffible for-
W, that no intelligence had been reccived,
1d that he was believed by his brother
ficers to pe in one of thofe tranfports that
ul gone to thebottom. Ina few days a
:gro fervant enquired for Enfign Somerive,
1d Orlando in.a moment recolleted that
was Perfeus, the man who had ferved
Varwick fome years.—He now hoped to
bave
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have heard/ fome account of his fifter and
his friend that might have quieted his ex-
treme uneafinefs : but the fight of Perfeus
only ferved :o increafe it; for he learned
from him that Captain' Warwick arrived at
Portfmouth the evening the firft tranfports
failed, and that, by his intereft with the
captain of the frigate in which the nefrd
embarked, and fome perfons ftill higher in
power, that fhip" was .delayed for fome
days, at the- end of which Warwick pro-
mifed to -appear; but as he did not, nor
even at the end of fome hours longer than
the time he required, the captain would
have incurred too great a rifk by waiting
longer; and therefore got -under weigh
with fo ftrong and favourable a wind, that
they overtook the reft of thefleet two days
before' they made the ‘Pike of Teneriffe.
‘This circumftance, however, Perfeus faid,
twas the only one that gave him: hope; for
he knew -his'mafter, thus miffing his pal-
fage, would hire a veffel to convey him,
‘which would probably not only -take up
fome day s, but hardly fail as they did; and
’ : therefore
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therefore there was reafon to hope that he
might have efcaped the ftorm in which they
fuffered, and it was improbable that the
lady whom Orlando had feen perifh, "and
afterwards heard was the wife of an officer-
of foot, was his fifter. :

* On being queftioned farther, the negro,
who was very intelligent, faid, that Captain -
Warwick had ordered him, with a great’
part of his baggage, on board ; and that he
knew his mafter expe&ted a lady to go with
bim—but he knew not whom.” The bag-"
gage was landed, and put into Orlando’s
l6dging, where Per{eus defired leave to wait
upon him ;-and where the attention of this
faithful fellow, and the hopes he gave him
that Ifabella and her hufband were fafe,
contributed greatly to his recovery.

A fortnight had now elapfed fince his
landing, and no news of his fifter reached
him, nor had he a fingle line from England
as he had been taught to expe®. The’
fad fcene at home, where he feared Ifa-
bella’s elopement had created mﬁnpportablc
forrow, cruelly tormented him; and the

Vou. IIL N image .



266 THE OLD MANOR HOUSE.,

4mage of Monimiadn continual tears and
hopelefs folitude, purfued him inceflanty.
A thoufand times during the paraxy{ms of
his fever he had infifted upon baving pea
and ink to write to her and to his family;
and he began many letters to his father,
recommending Monimia to his prcteétion,
and apologifing for his conduct in regard
10. his fifter; buc the Lieutenant, Mr.
JFleming, had never fent any of thefe inco-
herent letters.—Orlando had now ftrength
.of body and of mind enough to look them
«over; but, ciscumftanced as he was about
Habella, he now hardly knew better than
“he did then, whbat to fay that fhould not
aggravate all the pain he lamented: fome-
thing, however, it was neceflary to write,
as (hips were now daily returning to Eng-
land ; and not to fend fome inteHigence of
“himfelf would be more diftrefling to his
friends, than the ignerance he muft avow as
10 the fate of his fifter. '
Another idea however ftruck Bim, that
fome difcovery, or even her own fears, as
the moment arrived when fhe:was. to leave

her
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her father’s houfe, might bave prevented
the departure of Ifabella from home; and
that even her intention of doing fo-might:
be unknown.—This made him hefitate
whether to name her at -all ; and at length
he determined he would not, fince it would
be only giving to his father an exchange,
but not an alleviation of uneafinefs.

He wrote then thefe unfatisfattory letters
to his family ; and afterwards one to Mo-
nimia.—He gave in all of them the beft
account he could of himfelf, defcribed his
voyage 2s tedious and ftormy; and faid,
flightly, that he had been ill on his firft
ldnding; but was now recovered, and
thould foon proceed to join the body of his
regiment with the northern army under
Burgoyne.—But fuch was the agitation of
his fpirits while he was writing, from the
lively “idea’ he had of the fenfations his
letters would give to thofe to whom they
were addrefled, that it brought on an ac-
cefs of fever, and he was confined fora few
days: nor had he quite recovered his
ufual health, when the commander of the

—_ N2 two
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two companies, defpairing of feeing the
‘men who were mifling arrive, was ordered
to .mufter all that remained of the two com-
panies; and, with a party of difinounted
dragoons, to find their way to the army,
which was now.oa its maich from Canada.
t0 Albany, in.order o form a junétion, of
at Jeaft to open a.communication between.
that army and New York. The whle
body, thus deftined to force its way through
‘an €nemy s, country, .confilted, ipcluding
Apacnqan yo]untccrs, of about two- hun-
dred | ;md fifty men ;. but they, wese, not
.mcqmbcred with aml.lery., and were, almgit
all young men, cager for aftual fervice,-and
in halte to join ap army, of whoff brilliant
fuccefs they formed the. greatsft- expefts
) LlOnS. e -y lmees Faorn ozt q
It was on thq: pth of . Augu(t that-this
fmall party left New. York ; and now Or-.
lando, who had hitherto. been in garrifon,
began to perceive all the horrors and de-
_ waftations of war. . The, country lately fo
flourithing, and. rifing fo,rapidly into opw
lence, prefented r.othmg bug the mains . of
houfes,
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Boufes, fromswhen¢eitheir:cmiferable inha-
bitants had either been‘driven entirely, or
murdered —or had, of the burnt rafters
and_ fad relics of their former comfortable
dwellings, conftra@ed huts: on thiejr lands;
merely becaufe they had no-where elfe ta
go.—Even. fronx thefe- wretched cemporary
abodes they were often driven, to make
way for the Englily foldiersy and their
women and children expofed to the tempeft
of the night, or, what was infinitely iore .
--dreadful, to the brutatity of ihe military.
In 2 war fo protra&ed, and carried on with
fuch various fuccefs, thefe fcenes of de-
vaftation had-occurred o’ often, thatthe
country appeared almoft depopulated; or the
few-ftragglers, - who'yet lingered round the
places moft dagerly contended for, had:
" been habitnated to fuffer till they had
almoft loft the femblance of "humanity.
The party had now marched about feventy
miles; and as they ‘carried.thcir provifions- -
with them, which it was not poffible to do:
in a.great quantity, it became neceffary-
for them to encamp, and fend: out foraging'
N3 partiess
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parties to obtain) a fupply before it was
alually wanted. It was on the edge of
one of thafe morafies' which are called by
the raiives favannahs, encircled -on all
fides by woods, that they formed this {mall
camp; where the Colonel, to whom the
conduct. of: this expedition was - eatrufted,
fortified it as well as fuch a fituation woold
admit; but Lieutenant Fleming, whefe
attachment to Orlando a long intereourfe
of mutual kindnefs bad now gremly
firengthened, pointed put. to him;, in iconfis
dence, slic defoltsof the ftarion thus chofen §
andl declared that if:any body of American
trcops, :ar rebels as they were:then called;
wis in the country,:they muft -be farrownd>
ed,; and either compelled to furrender o
fight their way tuough, . & happened,
however, that for many days they remained
unmolefted—fome recruit of provifions was
obtained, and the plan of their ‘foture
march fettled. The parties who werit -out
faw no enemtes to eppole them; and Or+
lando had now an opportunity of cbferving

this wenderful :country, fo extremely un-
like
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ke England thatitappeared to him to be
mdeed a new world.

Every abjet feemed formed upon &
larger fcale. The rivers, more frequent
than in England, were broader than the
moft boafted of ours,. even-on'their ap-
proach to the fea; and the woods,’ larger
than the oldeft European forefts; ‘even
shiofe that Kings have referved for their
pleafurein France or England,: confifted
often of trees of fuch magnitudeand beaury
as muft -be fxen before a- perfe& idea ican be
formed of thiem. - What Qrlando had oftén.
feen cherithed in Englith gardens as beauti=
RaA-thrubs, here rofe into plants-of fuch
majeftic fize and foliage as'made the: Britifhy
eak poor-in comparifon;-and under them.
mnumerable fhrubs, - of many - of which he'
knew. not the'names, ‘grew in profufions
Thefe woods, however, had in many places-
fuffered Iike the reft of the country; "and
in fome had been fet on fire~in others the’
treés had been felled, as means.of temporary-
defence.~—And ‘Orlandoy: whofe ‘early and
mgcnuous philanthropy had .of late been

N 4 often
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often injured:by a painful fenfatien of dif-
gult,” could not help remarking with a
figh, that manxfeemed!novomty, a-creature
born to confume: the fruits -of the earth,
but ta.weund..and: deform_the bofom of
shat .cacth! - and ke found himfelf almoft
involuncarily aflenting to fome of the moﬁ
gloamy apheri{ms of : Rouffeau.:

But he was yet-a novice; and had only
of late underftood, as well.-as a partial
reprefentation of the caufe by his otherwile
candid friend Fleming would let:-him un-
derftand, the origin of the quarrel in which
he had.drawn. his fword, > "~ .

‘The. fcenes however. he had -already
been witnefsto, were, be thoxight;-‘ notto be
Juftified by amyicaufé: but his fellow fol-
diers feemed:to fee theny In avety different
light ; and:to donfider the°Englith Ameri-
cans as men of. an ‘inferior {pecies, ‘whofe
refittance to the meafures,” whatever thele
might be, of #he mother country, de-
ferved evegy »puniflyment that the' mioht
fcrocnous mode:of: warfarf,‘ ‘could” ’mﬂn&
and even the brave and generally huinane

~ Fleming
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~ Fleming endeatoured to corvert Orlando,
whofe fcriples-as to'the jultice. ofithe’ war
--became. greater tie, more e heard offits:
.prigin,~~He -affuredi him -that a: foldfer:
never thought of examining-into fuch
-*matters—*¢ It'is,™ faid b, . * ‘our-bufinefs
- to fight; -never torafk for:whasfor. if'
every man,.. Ot -even ieveryi officer:in. the:
-, fervice were to.fet about-thiakingy it is'ten
: %0 one if any two of them agreed as to the
'-u;inerits of the enufe.. A man who takes the
.King’s money'is to.da ‘ds' he is- bidy and
-tnever debate the matter., For miy part, I
have heard while I was in- England: a great
‘deal of clamour upen-the fubjeét ;-and it
- has. been called a warupon the people; and
thercfore an unpopular, wari~I am: no poli-

tician, nor do I defire to enter into adif
cuflion about taxation and reprefentation,
+which thefe fellows have made the ground
-for their refiftance. | There is no end of
-the nonfenfe- that may be talked in favour
-of their rebellion, nor the pleas of the
-minifterial party. For myfelf, as I was

« brought up in the army, 1 have always cut
. N 5 the
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the matter very fhort—the {word is myar-
gument ; and I'have fold that to my King,
and therefore muft ufe it in his fervice,
wbatcvcr and wherever it may b; pointed
outtome.” .. . .
. This way of fettlmg the matter was,
..however, fo far from b,mg convincing to
LOrlando, . thas it gaye him new caufe for
refle@iop. . He had always been told, that
the will of the people was the great refortin
the Britith Government; and that no pub-
lic meafure of magnitude and importance
could be.decided-upon, but by the agree-
mentof the Three Efates. Yet the prefent
war, carried on againft a part of their own
body,:anq .in dire& contradition of the
right .univerfally . claimed, was not only
purfued at a ruinpus expence, but in abfo-
lute. centradiction to the withes of the. peaple
‘who were taked to fypport it. . Orlando
«did not cemprehend how. this. could be-
he coukdnot; however,though fooften affur-
ed that it was nopart. of his bufinefs, help
thinking about it; and an American pri-
‘foner, who was brought to their little camp
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bya fcouung party Juft| before it broke up,
affited very much to clear up ‘his ideas on
this fub_]e& He Was 4 mah In middling
life,-and ‘had kept'a flore at’ 'Neéw York ;
but having taken part with his own'¢duntry- -
men, had ‘been fent by 'thém "t5"Co¥igrefs,
where, bcmg a mah of” ﬂ‘rong plaxn \inders
ftanding, hé had joinéd 'hedrtlly in alf the
meafures of refiftitice, and afterwards gone . -
into the field for the fame purpofe : but
hearing that his wife, an “Englith’ woman,
whom he paffionately loved, and his only
‘fon, a boy of feven years old, were arrived
at New York from Engfand, whiher they
tad gone two 'vears Béf‘él_‘e‘, Ie had obtained
leave to quit his command for a thort time,
and had fet our alone, -and in"difguife, in
the - inted ion of reachitig the neighbour-
hood of New York ;' Whre, at the houfe of
one of his tedhporifing friends, he had ap-
poinied his wife and’ chiild to: meet him—
in the' hope of ‘¢onveying ‘them himfelf,
thirdugh 4’ counitry abdunding in perils, to
a Place of prefent fafety.-

But when he was within an hundred

No miles
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miles of the place he wifhed to reach (a
diftance that in America is reckoned a
trifie), he had been met by a party of In-
dians, whom the Britith - commanders had
'latcly let loofe upon the Americans; and
having narrowly efcaped being- fcalped, by
promxfcs, and fome déceptions vety allow-
able in fuch a fituation; he was brought by
the red warriors to the.fmall camp of their
allies the Englith, of which they had juft
received intelligence.  As this unfortunate
American immediately difclofed to the
.commanding officer who he reatly was, and
for what purpofe going to Ne¢w York, he
was deemed of confequence enough to.be
fent thither a prifoner, and till this could
be done, he was alternately .guarded by
the Britith, oﬂicers —a, c;rcumﬁance that
gave Orlapdo an opportunjty he never be-
fore . ha.d of hearing the Amgrican party
tell their own fory, which ferved only to
- excite his pity for them, and a pity not un-
mixed with refpet ; while his aftonithment
increafed as he confidered the infatuation
2 of
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of the ch[h Cabmex,, or rather the eafy A
acqulcfcence of. the Bnu[h Peoplc
~ If his concern, was callcd forsh. Jay th-
nefling the anguith . of mind.eddured- by
his_new acquaintance when i\e tho 1ght ‘of
his wife and child—anguifh ‘with: which
Orlando well knew: how to fympathifesshis
furprife and curiofity;were not lefs awakén-
ed by theappéarance of the native Amen-
can auxiliaries who had been called to the
aid of the Englith. They confifted of a
party -of -near forty, moft;of :theny: yduﬂg
men ; and-headed by a celebrated veteran
warrior, ' who was diftinguithed by d4'hame
which expreffed in thieir language, * The
bloody Captain!” Their favage appear-
ance; and ‘th¢ more favage thirft of bldod
which they avowed=—that ‘bife a‘vi(ﬁty for
plunder, with' an’ betoic contempt 'of dan-
ger, pain, ahd death, made them altogether
objelts of- abhorrchc, mingled with fome-
thing like veneration : bt the. former fén-
timent altogether: predominated when Mr,
Jamiefon (the prifoner). informed him,
that
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that among all the unfair advantages which
the Colohifts comiplained of in the manner
of carrying 'on the war, theré was none that
feemed fo unjnﬁlﬁxble as that of fending
forth the lndxans * againft them. "And .
when

® « Several nations of favages were induced totake
ap arms as allies to his Britannic Majefty. © Not only
the l.umamty, but the polu:y of employing them was
qﬁeﬂloned in Gréat Pntam "The oppafers of it con-
tended, that Indfans were capricions, ‘inconftant, and
intra@able § their rapacity: infatiate, mmd their a&ion
cruel acd barbarous, At the fame time their fervics
were repre fented as uncertain, and that no dependence
could be placed on their engagements On the other
hand. the eal of the Britifh 7. n‘vjkr.r Tor rcducmg the
revolted Colonies ‘was fo viclent as to make them,in
their exceflive wrath, forget that their advesfaries were
men. They “contended that, in their circumftancen
every' ‘appearance of lenity, by mcmng to difobedience,
and thereby increafing the objt&s of pumﬂxmcnt, was
evéhtial  crielty. ' In ‘théir opinion, ' partial Severily
wis goneral mercy ; and the only method of fpeedily
crufhing ‘the Yebellion ‘was: to envelop. its abettors in
fuch complicated diftrefs, as, by rendéring. thieir Gtustion
into'e:able, would make them willing to cccept the
proﬂ'ucd bleflings of peace. ” Ramfay’s Hnﬁnry of the
Ametican Revolution. —The happy «ffc&s of this bare
barous
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when Orlando i faw, in the hands of the
Bloody Captain eleven fcalps, fome of them
evidently thofe of women and children,

others of very old, and confequently de-
fencelefs men ; many of them freth, which
he faid, with an air of itriumph, 'he had
taken from the enemies of the King of Eng-

barous policy never appeared.  Of the tragical fcenesiit
occafioned, the reader, if he or fhe delight in ftudying
circumftances in thig war redounding to the honour of
Britifh’ humamty, is referred to the Annual Regitter for
1779, where an ‘account is given of the expedition of
‘fixteen-hundred men, among whom enc fourth were In-
dians, the reft Britith Americans in the intereft and fer-
vice of Government (thefe Americans were thea called
Tones), to the forts Kingfton and lelmfborough, in
the fettlement of Wyoming on the bufquchanna.
"Thofe who have fo loudly exclaimed againft a whole na-
tion ftruggling for its freedom, on account of the events
of the paft fummer (eventsterrible enaugh, Godknovu!),
are entreated to recolle@ how much the exploits
of thisexpedition (even as related by our own hiltorian)
rexcred-any thing: thatthappened on the roth of Auguf, .
the 2d of September, or at any one_period of the-exe-
erated Revolunon in France—and own, that there are
favages of all countries—even of our own !

a land
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:land within three  weeks—the young s
:hardened E-glihman thuddered with hor-
.¥or, and blufhed for his conntry !

He could not help fpeaking warmly on
sthis fulje& ro Fleming, who anfwered cala-
ly, it was very true that arming the ladi-
.ans was a very fevere meafure~—¢¢ and their

cruelty what we ourfelves,” faid he,. < fo
Joudly complatasd of in. the haft war : —but
after all, my friend; «in-war every adyan-
“tage is taken by both fidés; and-our.Go-
. vernment has confidered, that if bylthié
dreadful fort of warfarethey can the {ooner
. conquer the rebels and reduce them to obe-
"dience, it 13 in fa&t beft for them#*.” Or-
lando, ftill unable to digeft or approve fuch
"do&rine, could never hear of the ferocity
“with which thefe red warmidrs treated their
-prifoners ‘without difguft. Wuh fomc of

% The fame fort of fophiftry was u,('ed hy the mon&c
,Catherine de Medicjs, to urge her .fon, the mfnmml
Charles the Ninth, to the mallacre of the Proteftantsis
1572, —* What piey,” faid the, ““do we not' fhew is
" being cruel l-=What cruclty would it not be to have

pity!” _
the
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the younger among them, however, who
were lefs inured . to blood, he formed fome
kind of acquaintance, and leamcd fome of
their words. One of thele he had dijftin-
guithed from the reft, by remarking hjs
more open .countenance=rhis more. gentle
manners ; and by. hearing-that: he had,: at
the rikk of his own life, faved. a woman
from .the fury of his relation. the .Bloody
Captain, when:he. was--on. the point:of
killing . her - with. bis .. tomahawk. . This
woman, whom they had: found wandering’
in-the woods, whither fhe had been driven
by the Britith troops. who had burned her
little farm :and - killed her hufband,..the
young -Indian, who . was . knowp .by- she
name of the Wolf-hunter, had_copdulted
. in fafety to.a fort, gartifonediby. her own
countrymea—-again . hazarding . his ewn: hfe
to preferve hers.

The fecret fympathy-between ggnerous
minds fccms to exift Lhroughout the whole
lmmpn klnd for ths young warnmrbecamc
foon as much attached . to Orlando as his
nature allowed him to be to any body 5 and

) ) when
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‘when they left their camp, ard continued
Their march (after having difpatched their
prifoner to New York with as ftrong an
efcort as they could fpare), the Wolf
hunter conftantly marched by the fide of
tris new friend; and between the little Eng-
3ithihe had picked vp, and Orlando’s um-
ufual aptnefs to learn languages, which had
however been little exercifed till now, he
gontriveid teacquire a good deal of the cuf-
toms of -#he Indians of North. America, of
which he kitherta had. 'known ‘bue Hrde:
but in regard to -theis ‘wars,. the Taare Me:
heard of themy the more -unpardonable:it’
fecmed-to him- to be in- “the ‘managers of
the war at hom<:'m'auﬁmrxfc thcm to: tzha
‘np‘iht hatchet. - N

After a* very - fatiguing march of “many
days, -during- which- their Indian-affoctates.
were emmcmly ufeful to them in guiding
their ‘way through wouods: and -moraffes,
where they were lcaﬁ likely to mreet parties.
of the Colonifts fuperior to their own, they
reached the place of rendezvous, where
there was a probability of their finding the

army
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army they were t0/joinjs bt it had puthed
forward. with. fo .much .celerity, that they
found them(elves three days behind it: fts
track, however, was fufficiently-marked by
fmoking ruins—by the-corn deftroyed on
the ground—and by the-Bodies & the dead
with whom they could noteithet: encumber
themfelves, or:always fay: to bury. The
heart of Orlando fickened at the fights but
he had:litelé-time.for contemptation-—for
frong detichment Jf Khteriedds, Who had
hafraffed ‘the: réatof the' Britifli army,; weré
ftow returning northward'; and meering this
body of Britith, an ‘engagement enfued,
in which the Provineialy werle repulfed witk
fome lefsibut ‘at the txpence of hine men
killed 4nid elebes wounded—antong he tacd
rer wad Licutenint Fleming : -his- woddd,
however; was not dangefous, and’ Otlande
had the fatisfaion- of frewing, by his un-
wearied ateéndance-on him, fome parc of
the gratitude he felt fot his - former friend. -
fhip. ‘But the care necefary to the wound-
ed, and thedifficulties that théir own people,’
in order to prevent their being followed by

the
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the enemy, had every where thrown in the
May. of their march, made it fo tedious and
o dangerous, that.they often defpaired of
effeCting their purpofe; and when they a
lenggh arrived, quite worn down with- fa-
_;igue, had the mortification to find the
forces they joined in a fruation very difs |
ferent from what they had been taught
to expe&—while the main body was equally
difappointed that a ftronger reinforcement
was not fent them from New York, and a
fnpply of prqvnﬁons, of which they beganto
apprehend the want. At the fame tim¢
the maych of fuch a fmall body of men;
for,.fo many hundred - miles, .through s
country; every whete in arms-againft them;
w3s .3 matter. of wonder ; and in the detail
of their ‘expedition given by the command,
ing ofﬁccr ta the General, the conduct of
Orlando was, f poken of in fuch high terms,
t.hat hc was defired tp make him a compli-
ment on. the, occafion. Orlando, from his
ignorance of the country, had entertaineda
faint hope that he .might find Warwick
already arrived in the northern army ; but
‘ © he
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be had the mortification not only to difcover
that this hope was graundlefs, but his bro-
ther officers, who knew him beft, were una-
aimoufly of opinion that he had perifhed at
fea, from Orlando’s account—They were
fure, they faid, that nothing but fome
fuch difafter would ‘have prevented their
friend Warwick from ceming back with
his company ; and Orlando, with increafed
anguith of heart, affented apparently o’ -
this; and forbore to fay the rgafofis he’
hadite feel;. thatthough‘this thight'voc be
sualtlyrthe ~truthy; the'#bfénce ‘of Warwick
was every wayito Him 4" ﬁihe& of‘ tmeafy
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CHAP. XIIL

—~HE increafing difficulties to which

. the Britifh army; under the command

ot General Burgoyne, were. at this period
expofed, have been fo often defcribed, and
{o 'argely infifted upon, that they need not
bere be ﬁpcated. Deferted by the Cana-
~ dians and other Americans, who were dif-
couraged by their perilous fituation—in
want of neceflary provifions, and fecing
themfelves likely to be furrounded—it was
determined that, if the affiftance they had
been taught to expe&t from New York did
not arrive before the expiration of another
fortnight, they muft give up all hopes of
detence. In the mean time, however, a
movement was relolved upon by a chofen
body of fiftccen hundred men, which brought
on a gencral attack from the Americans,
who carried part of the Britith lines, and
“night
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pight only put an end to 'thc combat, in;
which a great' number-of brave 'men fell, as
well Englithas Germans. Among the ﬂ‘ain;
was Orlar.du’s refpeable friend Fl’enging,,
who, though hardly recovered of his for- -
mer wound, had hurried without orders
to defend the lines, and was fhot through
the lungs as he was leading on his meh} to
repulfe a party of the enemy with the bay-’
onet.—Orlando, who was only a few paces
from him, faw him fall; and, amid the
impetuofity of the action, he ran towards
him, exhorting the men to proceed.—
Fleming, as he lifted him vp, knew him,
and, wringing his hand, faid—¢ Go, my
dear boy ! don’t wafte a moment upon’
me—I am killed! but 1 die contented if
thofe fcoundrels are driven off.—If you re.’
tarn to England, be a friend to my poo‘rA
wife—ta my poor little ones!”” He fpoke
thefe laft words with extreme. difficulty, as .
the blood choked him. Orlando faw his
noble fpirit depart, and haftily ordering the |
black fervant (who had belonged to War-
wick, and now a&Ended on hiu?) to carry

‘off
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off the body, he plunged with a degree of |
defperation into the thickeft of the batle; |
which lafted, however, only a few moments
longer, becaule, as it was by thar time too
dark to diftinguifh friends from foes, each
party found it neceflary toretreat. The Britith
paffed the reft of the night in the melanchaly
employment of afcertaining their lofs, which
was very coniiderable in killed and pri-
foners, particulary in officers, of whom
fome that had been brought off the field
were mortally wcunded. Orlando, wiih
concern that furperfeded every thought for
. himfelf, made it his firft care to vifit the
body of his gallant friend, in a fort of
lingering hope that he might yet live:
bur this hope was immediately at an end;
and Orlando had no other comfort than in
recolleGting that he died glorioufly, and
fhared an honourable grave with many
other brave officers who ended a career of
honour in this fatal field. The interval
between this a@ion and the removal of the
Britith camp by night, figm a fituation no
lo”,gcr ténable, was fhort, but dreadful.

Farigue
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Fatigue and famine, great asthofe evils
were, feemed lefs terrible to the minds of
the Englith, than the certainty that they
muft very foon furrender to an enemy
whom they at once abhorred and con-
temned. The officers ftill endeavoured to
encourage their men, and keep up the {pi-
rits of each other—they recolletted other
occafions in which armies, in a condition
equally defperate, had broken through their
enemies, and conquered thofe who hoped
to have deftroyed them: but the com-
mander himfelf knew the fallacy of thefe
hopcs, and faw that, unlefs fuccours arrived.
in a very few- days, the {urrender of hls
army was inevitable.

They had now, however, a meflenger
from New York, with information that
three thoufand men were advancing to
their aflitance up Hudfon’s River’; but this
expedition had been-fo delayed, or was,
after it was undertaken, fo managed, that
there appeared not the leaft probability of
their arriving in time to fave from the ne-
ceffity of a furrender the devoted army.
~ Vor. IIL o The

-
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The fite meffenger, however, who had
with infinite difficulty made his way to
the Englith camp from New York, brought -
A few' létters to the Btifh officers—and
atong- them,  Orlando, - with a beating
heart, and with handsfo tremulous that he
could hardly break the feal, opened a “pu-
ket from his fifter Selina. It contained a
fhort letter from her, the comfortle(s pur-
port of which, in regard to his family, was
repeated in what follows from Monimia
herfelf, whofe letter Selina had inclofed:

Rayland Hall, 28th June 1777

.

‘¢ Though I know it is yet impofible for
me to hear from you, every moment now
feems to me an age.—Alas ! Orlando, how
Tittle fatisfactory was the fhort letter I receiv-
ed from Portfmouth ! yet I know you could
‘mot write more, hurried as you were. You
have now teen gone fix long—long weeks,
and that is only a very fmall portion of the
time you arée to be abfent, though to me it
feems already a thoufand years.

+* 4 1 do not love, Orlando, to fay much of
h ‘ myfelf,
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myfelf, vnlefs I could tell you any thing
that would maké you happy, which Heaven:
knows I cannot | unle(s it is merely that [
am as well as {o unhappy a being: ‘can be.
1t would'be fome comfort to me," if what
I cannot tell you of myfelf, I could relate
of your dear family : but Selind wili tell
you, if L do not, that your fathers health is
ftill in a very precarious ftate, and that all
yaur friends have fuffered greatly by Ifa-
bella’s going from them, and by their not
knowing what is becomé of her ; for:though
" fhe wrote to them from Portfinouth, dée-
firing their forgivenefs, and informing them
that (he had gone off to be married to Cap-
tain Warwick, and that her uncenquerable
averfion to General Tracy was partly the
reafon of her doing fo; yet they have
never heard that fhe was really married,
nor have any of Captain Warwick’s friends,
of whom your father has made conftant
enquiries, had any intelligence of him. - k
is concluded that he is gone with your
- fifter to America; but not knowing it cer-
taindy, ‘is a continual fource of diftre(s both

02 )
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to Mr. and Mrs, Somerive ; fadly aggrs-
vated, I fear, by their hearing but too
much of your brother, who is known to be
Jiving in London in great fplendour, whick
it is faid he fupports by gaming. Your poor
mother went up with Selina about ten days
fince, in hopes of feeing him, and perfuad-
ing him to return to his family. Selina
defcribed the meeting to me, and half
broke my heart by the defcription, All
your mother could obtain was, a fort of
half promife that he would come down to
Weft Wolverton in Auguft or September,
with which fhe has endeavoured to confole
your father; and I find has kept to herfelf
the greateft part of what pafled, and hasno
hope of his changing his conduct.

¢¢ The poor old General has never reco-
vered the fhock and mortification of Ifa-
bella’s defe@tion. He left Welt Wolver-
ton as foon afterwards as' the gout allowed
him to move; and, it is faid, has difin-
herited Captain Warwick, and given his
whole fortune to his brother’s fon, whofe

title I cannot now recolle&—HoweVver, he
-does
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daes not feem to refent Ifabelia’s defertion
of him towardsjthe reft of your famiily ; for 1
underftand that it was by his means your
mother procured an interview with your
brother ; and that he was very obliging to.
her and Selina while they were in London..
I bave, though with a heavy heart, Heavga
knows ! rallied my dear Selina upon this;
and told her, that perhaps the gallant Ge~
neral, who always admired her, may have
an intention of transferring his affetions
to her; but fhe affures me, and I eafily
believe it, that were he emperor of the
world the would not accept them.
~ ¢ And now, Orlando, muft I talk to you
of your poor Monimia—Ah ! it is reluc-
gsantly I do it; for I can tell you nothing
but what will make you unbappy. Mrs.
Rayland feems to regret your abfence very
much ; the f{peaks of you every day, and
appears to me to be forry fhe ever fuffered
you to depart. Judge, dear Orlando!
whether 1 do not execute the little offices
about her, which now fhe will fuffer no
other perfon to do, with redoubled plea-
O3 - fure,
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fare; when, I hear her thus (peaking of yoa
like a tender mather! I wonder how 1
ever difliked her and thought her fevere.
Ak} T with Mrs. Lennard bad half as
~mach kindnefs; yet has her- Lady had
much te difturb her lately, and my aunt’
réafon to be in good humour. Mr. Har-
bourne, the gentleman who has fo long
managed the bufine(s of the Rayland
eltate, is dead; and within thefe laft ten
days my aunt has prevailed vpon Mrs,
Rayland to replace him with a Mr. Roker
who fhe tells me is a relation of hers, and
a relation of mine, which may be ; but of
all the dﬂgreeablc men [ ever beheld, he
is to me the moft dxfagrceablc—-He bas;
however, gat every thing into Ms h¥ndd
through the influence of my aunt ; and his
nidphew, a creature as odious as ‘himfelf, is
pore into the houfe at North Park End,
where Mr. Harbourne ufed to be for a
inonth or two ; which is fitting up quite in
an‘élegant ftyle, as to new papering, paint-
ing, &c. Ihope when itis done he will be
[es at this houfe than he is now; for,
T ' at
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at prefent, he pafies every, day here, - and-
very often. the fnight; . though..I,nevet
could ‘obferve :that:. his hateful. -exinging
manners pleafed Mrs. Rayland; who does
not know, I'believe, that he has faken pofs
fefhian of your room:-+Oh! how diffarent 3
pofleffor from.. what it opghe Jtu \havet:d
teant, Qrlando, ito ‘bave.faid-as litile of
this difagreeable . chapge as 1 could ; ‘but
my unéonquerable'averﬁon ‘to thefe itwo
men has betmyed ‘mé- into Iazymg wmore
about them. than' T iatended ; fou-knd -
feom Selina; chut youd " fadier: iy uneafy &t
thieir introdultion to- the ‘manXeeatdnt of
the Rayland cftate, dnd filys’ vhat Roker &
a-mantiof: tHe wat eharalién of Wng aao)o -
g@:ﬁ:iﬁemuﬁﬁtpypz e b gilen
=3 ¢ Perhapsyou will impatierthodxalairiyg
Why does Monimia.'mlk to. neezabouot
thefe attorneys when fhe began witlifaging
fhe would mentionhierfeif 3~ It is; Ovlandoy
becaufethey have had’lisore influence:all
ready in injuring my.peace than you would
fuppofe likely. This Roker. (the nephew}y
were hc not. young . enough. almofttorbe
~ Q4 her

-
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her grandfon, I (hould really fancy wasa
~ lover of my aunt Lennard’s. He is a great
raw-boned fright of a man, I think, with
two eyes that look I know not how, but
particularly horrible to me—a wide mouth,
full of great teeth, that are only the more
hideous for being white, becaufe his face is
fo red. that, when he grins, the contraft
makes him feem ready to devour one; thea
he has a red beard, and a great bufhy head
of carroty hair: but all this my aunt fays
is handfome; and that this giant-looking
monfter, who is.not, I think, above eight.
and twenty, is_a fine manly figure.- The
man.returas, or rather earns, this her good
opinion of him, by flattery {o fulfome that
really I bluth for my aunt when I'hear it;
which, however, fhe takes care (hall do as
lictle as poffible, for the is almoft always out
of humour with me on fome pretence or
other when he comes into the robm: where
1 am, and generally contrives fome excufe
o fend me away ; and before her the dif
agreeable monfter affe@s not to notice me :
but if ever I meet him by accident in the
i : houfe,
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houfe, which I avoid as much as I can, he
fpeaks to me fo impertinently that I have
aoften been provoked to tears ; indeed Iam
- convinced he would be more infolent if I
did not threaten that I would acquaint my
aunt. -

. ¢“ I pafs almoft every moment of the time
that Mrs. Rayland does not want me, in
.my own room ; and you know how little I
fhould regret never leaving it, if I could .
there poflefs quict, and read the books you.
left me dire&ions to go through. But even
thefe comforts are denied your poor girit
and while my very foul fickens to tell you
how, becaufe you will in one refpe& fancy
yourfelf the caufe of it, it is neceffary that
I adhere to my promife, Orlando, and con-
ceal nothing from you.

% You recolle®, my dear friend, the
pain we both endured, and the rifk you in-
curred (of which I cannot now ehink with-
out trembling), in confequence of that un-
Jucky meeting with Sir John Belgrave.—
This perfon, you know, left the country
foon after, and went into Scotland with
Os your

4
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your brother; and L remember your telling
me afterwards, that he was gone abroad for
his health—Would to Heaven he had ftaid
there, that I might never have heard again

a name I could never hear without terror!
« Itisto-day a week fince, Mrs. Rayland
being extremely well, which fhe had not
been for fome days before, my adnt defired
leave to go outto dinner with Mr. Roker’s
family, who were on a vifit at Great Wol-
‘verton, at farmer Stepney’s.—She accord-
ingly had the coach, and fetout in greatform,
feaving me ftri® orders not to quit her
miftre(s. After teathe evening was {3 warm,
and Mrs. Rayland, felt herfelf fo well, that
fie had an inclination to get into the park
chair; and for Pattenfon to lead the old
pony in it round the park flowly, that fhe
might fee the alterations and repairs which -
fhe had been perfuaded to ordet for the
accommodation of the nephew ‘and deputy
of her new fteward at North Park; dnd
after fhe was feated by the footman fafely
in this low carridge, which you know flr
has not ‘Been in for almo{’ctwo yvars; fhe
faid
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faid the found it vety pleafant, snsd was
{ure fhéicould bear to o qnite aipr10.the
lodge; but, left fhe fhould be faint; the
.ordered me to walk by the fide of the Chair
with her drops. - . Pattenfon did 4ll hecoiuld
to-perfyade her that:thediftance would: e
100:mugh for her:;Hbul- fhel.fpoke::foshim
more ;fharply than ever I hmd ke¢r do
before —faying, that fhe was the. beft Judge
of that; -and we fer out, the Gajriage
being ;drawn’ ohly a.feos pace, fo that i
found no difficplty,in keeping-ap with: rifs .
As we went along, we faw your horfe lying
under the chefnut trees in the long walk 5
for it was a very hot fevening; and he bhad
gone there for thade. Mrs-Raylapd cal-
led,t0.me, and :pointed, hym.. HUS. 19 M
. Poor- creature!” faid (he, ¢¢ he- looky
melancholy, as if he miffed his mafter; and
he is.quite folitary-tqo in the:park.” Then
fpeaking to Pautenfon,’ fhe atked .if s
wap well taken care of 2~ While: I with 3
figh, could have:anfwered - her. remark, 'by
faying—Ah; Madam! there are dther bes -
mg&who #mifs Qrlando-yet more than thik

0 6 beloved
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* betoved animal, and whe are more folitary
and tndene than he is.—But I affefted to
be at eafe; and hope my countenance did
not betray how much my heart was other-
" wife.~Indeed there was the lefs danger of -
zhis, becaufe Pattenfon’s anfwer, which was

very furly, and fignified that fhe had better

afk about your horfe of Jacob, with whom it

was left in charge, if the had any doubts

about it, diverted Mrs. Rayland’s attention

from me, and fixed it upon Pattenfon, to-

wards whom thé expreffed her difpleafure.

Indeed he has feemed to me for fome time’
to belofing ground in her favour. At length

we reached the north lodge; and as the

. workmen were putting up a new door,

which you know is next the high road from
Carloraine Caftle to Wolverton and other

viltages, and putting on a new coat of ftuceo
-on that fide, Mrs. Rayland ordered Patten-

fon to lead the chaife round thither, and

topped- fome moments there, while fhe

talked to the carpenter and plafterer, who

were jult going from their work. She

kindly faid to me—<“If you are tireit, Mary,

L. Ve ﬁ‘
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fit down at ri:y feet and reft yourfelf.”—1I
affured her I was pot ; but fhe bade me get
her a glafs of -water out of the houfe, and
give her a few drops, left fhe fhould find
the ride too much before fhe got home. -
“There was not a giafs in the houfe; foIran
acrofs the way to James Carter’s cottage,
which is, you know, about fifty yards be-
yond the lodge, on the oppofite fide. His
-wife went outwith the water, and I followed
her; when a gentleman, attended by two
fervants, rode up fo very faft, that his
horfe almoft trampled on me before I could
crofs the road. He checked it, however,
arhen he faw me, and exclaiming with a
great  oath—<¢ My lovely little wood-
nymph! By all that’s facred fhe fhall not
now efcape 'me !”  He then alighted from
his horfe, and (as I conclude, not {eeing
‘Mrs. Rayland and her fervants, who were
concealed pardy by the projettion of the
lodge on that fide, and partly by the flight
gurning in the road) - rudely feized me.—
I fhrieked aloud ; and the woman, who
was but a few paces before me, -began
Lo L9
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roremonftrate with him—I hardly.knew,
fo great was my :terror and confufion,
what either of them faid ; but upon Patten-
fon’s advancing with Robert, who had alfo
accompanied the chaife, he let me go,
faying; ¢¢ Youare ftill at the Hall then; I
Fhall fee you again, fot I find yeur gallant
deferider hasrefigned. his paft.” . He faid
this as he mounted bis horfe, and as I,
himoft Eebfclefs, was led by Carter’s-wife to-
awards - Mrs: -Rayland, whao, shearing from
4dr how the: gentleman had ‘behaved, -ex-
prefled great indignation ; ang as he was by
this time paft her, fhe ordered Patenfon
to-follow him, andilet him: knaw that the
defired b fpeak. t6 him. -1 would .have
prevénted dhis.if I'had retaipedibreath or
recolletion enough toifpeak ; busd fit. down
on the foot-ftodl of the chaife, unable to
attera ward to.preveht Pattenfor’s wid-
dling away -afiqr S&c Jdha, to whom, as
their® were hohopes of his overtaking hing, -
-he hollaed—Sir John ftopped his horfe, and
Pattenfon, pufing and blowitg with-hdyry
“and 4ngen, dehvdred;mfl 1 fuppofe]inme

Vi very
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very complaifant terms, his Lady’s meflage
<1 did not hear it, but 1 diftinguithed Sir
John’s anfwer, which was—

¢« Come to your Liady, good fellow ? Nog
~ the will excufe me-~—my bufmefs is with
young ladies; I have too-tmuch refpe&t for
the old ones to intrude upon them. My
fervice to the ancient gentlewoman of the
Hall, good Mr. favourite butler, and tell
her, if (he has-any commands for me, fhe -
muft employ one of her -pretty -handmaidg
(that 1 faw jult now, if (he pleafes);-and thé
will not fail to ﬁnﬁ for her embafly a moré
favourable reception tivan I think it necef-
fary to give-your wor(hap " Sir John thén .
laughing aloud 4t his own wit;-ih which his
two fervants accom papied him, put his horfe
into a gallop, and was out of fight in an
inftant; long before Pattenfon, whom rage
4nd indignation did not' érider more a&ive,
had reached Ms.- Rafland, and- fepeated
" this meffnge, not without fome additions of
his own, t3 his Liady. 1 thifk I'never faw
Mrs. Rayland fo much difturbed as'at thé

genemi brutdfiy of this riide” ftranger.

Thow- .
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I however foon recovered of my alarm,
when 1 found that this very difagreeable
{cenc had/ended hwithout bringing on any
cenverfation as to-what had formerly pafled;
and J hoped and believed I fhould hear no
more of Sir John Belgrave. Mrs. Ray-
land, from the agitation of {pirits this iafult
had thrown her into, was quite ill when
fhe got back to the Hall; but the next
day, after (he had given vent to her dif-
pleafure, by talking abeut it to my aunt
Lennard, and every one who approached
her, fhe feemed to recover ; and the buitle
that this ridiculous -man had occafioned
gradually died away. It happened on Fri
day, and on the following Sunday I had
promifed to meet Selina, whom 1 had never
bad an opportunity of fecing, after her re-
turn from London till now. We were
equally eager to meet cach other; and
as I have now no difficulty in obtaining
leave to walk in the park when my auntis
with her Lady, I got her permiffion to go
out on, this evening, and pafled with our
deareft Sclina an hour, the moft delightful
: and
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and yet the moft melancholy that I have -
known fince your departure. Selina was
afraid of being mifled, as the told me her
father was never eafy when fhe was out of
" his fight; and now only ftole out while
_he was afleep after dinner. She left me
therefore fooner thaa either of us wifthed;
but after the was gone I fat fome time
weeping where fhe had left me. It was
the bench, Orlando, in the fir grove, by the
boat-houfe, where we fat all together when.
you ‘made us promife to meet there, and:
talk of you when you fhould be gone. All
your fifter had told me of what paffed
ia London between your mother and your,
brother, and of your father’s dejeted,
fpirits ahd declining health,. had affeted
me more than I can defcribe: but after
I had-indulged my tears fome time, I
recolleted your charge to me to keep up;
my fpirits, and I endeavoured to conquer
this depreffion. The fun was nearly fet,
and 1 went over the pond-head by the
great cafcade, in order to go .home the
ocareft way. I had juft pafled through
the high plantation, and was entering the
WK,
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patk, when 1 fase:this bateful Sir John Bels
grave apptoaching me.—Had I met himin
the: path -of the 'plantation; it would have
beer impofiible for me to-have efcaped him;
but now, as the park wasopen before me, -
I ran theinftant I .obferved him!the oppo-
fite-way. - He purfued me. for fome timé,
intreating me to'ftop, and afluring me that
ke meant only to beg my pardon for his
Behaviour tiwb days before, with 2 great
dexl “of other ronfenfe; which-T.did. not
however, hearnfucli:i6f; fbf 1 wasslmoft
© in-a moment within' fight 6f the hoofe, and
¥ faw him thrn back. -1 arrived-guite om
of breath, and- fadly terrified, but I dared
x‘ot’"‘c‘dﬁip]ain Afeer I recovered .myfels
thy -gréateft’ corickrn Was ito think i}
dould ‘never meet-Selina without fearing s
repetition ‘of this difagreeable adventure;
But L had now nobody to liften to my com-
PHints or to relicve e from my forrows;
k thotight'the’ fcrtnon of thit -evening the
folt tedions i'and “unintérefting’ I had
ever ‘read’; and both the old -ladies were
cert:unly pamcularly ill humoured my
o, RTINS .._ '. Loaunt

- .7
PR

-
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lunt mniore; cfpecmlly, who as fnappith’
md peevith to fuch a degree that fhe-
Amoft quarrelled with Mrs Rayland : but,
is (he could not vent all her fpleen on her,’
t fell ‘upon me; and 1 weént to’ bed in
nore’than ufual wretchiednefs, and for the
Ift cime withed ‘thic thie youniger Roker
niight retutn to the Hall—for to his having
seen two days abfent I imputed the irrita
sifity of my poor aunt’s temper. o
- ¢ Ah1-Orlando, how dreary now feemecY
ny own room, to which, when you were
Yere, I ufed to retire with fo much delight
from all the difcomfores of my lot! 1I¢
was a lovely moon-hght mght, aAd: 7d
Hﬁy whén I went to the tdrdet.: ‘Fromy
e -widdow T dooked irito the ‘park) wigh
fenfations how different Trorh thofeI ufed
to feel when1 expected to fee you crofs it
I- was tefiles and wrefched , and khew I
oduld ‘not fieep if I went to bed ; of, if I
did, 1 feared 1 fhould dream of Sir John
Belgrave’s purfuing me. 1 wifhed for fome
book T never had read, for you have often’
told me that ‘nothing fo foon quieted the
P mind,

‘
<
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mind, and led the troubled fpirit away

from its own fad refletions, as fome amufing
or inftructiveauthor); but I had nene in

my room but thofe books of your own

that you gave me, which I had read over

and over again; and fince this Mr. Roker

bas occafionally been in pofleffion of your

apartment next the ftudy, and I once met

him as I was going thicher, I bave never

had the courage to venture down after the

books as I ufed to do. Some of the poems

bowever, Orlando, that you gave me, I am

never, never weary of reading, though I cax

fay them almoft by heart; and therefore,

when I was tired of looking at the moon, [

took up that little volume of Gray, and

read that beautiful ode to Adverfity which

you have fo.often bade me admire; and

indeed I thought, Orlando, that we, though

fuffering under its  iron fcourge and tor-
turing hour,” were yet in a fituation mere

really happy than the profperous worthlefs

Sir John Belgrave, who was able to enjoy
every luxury of life, while you were wan.

_dering about the wosld in danger and-ip
' forrows
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forrow. ~ Alas! thefe thoughts, however
confoling at firft, brought on a train of
others, and fears, the moft terrible fears for -
your precious life affailed me. My fancy
conjured up a-thoufand horrid vifions, and
dwelt on a thoufand terrible pofiibilities,
till at length I found myfelf unable to bear
the wretchednefs 1 had thus- created for
myfelf, and I determined to attempt at:
leaft to lofe it in fleep; and was, from mere
fatigue of {pirits, beginning to doze, when
I was ftartled by a rap at the door at
the back of the bed. 1 believed it to be
a dream, too well recolle®ing that you
were né there. When I liftened a mo-
ment, and the noife was repeated, never,
among all the terrors I have fuffered, did I
feel any alarm like this—I had not courage
to fpeak, nor to move: my firft idea was
to run into my aunt’s room; but then I
muft have difcovered to her what we have
fo anxioufly concealed ; and of which, I be.
lieve, the never had the leaft notion ; for
whatever might be her fufpicions of our
meeting, fhe never feemed to guefs how.
: ' While
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While 1 deliberated in, the moft -fearfol
mgitation: what it would be'beft to do, the
noife was/made @ thirdCtime, lpuder thaa
. before ; and a voice called, in a half whxfpcr,
Mifs ¢ Mifs ! D

. #¢ For God’s fake, who 13 thcrc #” cried
1, haftening to drefs myfelf.. ¢¢You caor
ot haveany bufinefs there, whaover you
are, and | w1ll mll my auntand the fcr-
vants.”

¢ No, no, fos " crled a man’s voice
aloud ! ¢ don’t do that, for yom will only
betray yourfelf; L mean you no harm, but,
on the contrary, good. Lord, Mifs, "us
only me; and I'would not have fyeghtened
you f{o at this time o’night if T could have -
met you by day. 1 havc gor a lettcnfa‘
you.”

“] now knew, -by the voice, that :t was
Jacob, the under game-keeper ; and though
I trembled ftill with fear, it was mixed with
a fenfation of joy, for I hoped the letter was
from you. ¢ A letter!” {aid I: ¢ Oh, pray
give it me inftantly.” Yet Irecalle&ed as in-
ﬂ’.antly, that it was foolith taopes the. dewr.

i 8 The.
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The man faid eagerly, ¢ Bat make halle
yhen,Mi(s, and take it.”=—¢¢ No,” anfwered
1; ¢ leave it at the door, or put it under it 3
I cannot open.the door, for it:is, nailed up,”
¢ Ab ! Mifs, Mifs 1" cried the man; £
did not rufed to be nailed up when I kaow
who was here.” - This f{peech, though I
know not why, increafed.again the terror
which. had a little fubfided ;5 and his map.
ner of {peaking; of you gave me a confufed
idea that the letter was not from yoa.
¢¢ Where did you get the letter, Jacob "
{aid I; ¢ and who is it from ?”’==¢¢ Never
mind that,” replied he, ¢ it is a letter that
will pleafe you, I can tell you.”—< I will
not receive it,” anfwered I, ¢ unlefs I krrow _
whom it is from.” — ¢ Pooh pooh ! what a
to-do ishene ?” faid the man, in a very impér-
tinent manner—** Well, then, if you.are fo
{queamifh all of a {udden, I’ll leave "the
letter, and will come to-morrow up the
{tairs the fame way for an an{wer.”
¢¢ Jacob then feemed to go down; and I
thought 1 heard him fhut the door of the
lower turret room after him; but, for the
world,
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world, I could not have opened that of
my room. Obh, Orlando ! confider what I
muft have fuffered, from fuppofing there
might be a letter lying without it; and
that only a few piecés of half-decayed board
were between me and the firft intelligence
I had received of you! Yet it was allo
poflible that it ‘might be from fome other
perfon, though I could not conjeture who
fhould write to me: but there was fome-
thing of impertinent aflurance in the man-
ner of the game-keeper that fhocked me;
and I well recolle&ted that you once thought
of our correfponding through his means,
yet afterwards determined not to hazard i,
and feemed forry that you had entrufted him
fo far. I will not attempt to "defcribe
the ftate of mind in which I paffed the
night. It was not, luckily for me, very
long; but the fun bad rifén fome time
before I could acquire courage enough to
open the door, and even then I trembled.
But my hopes vanithed, or rather were
exchanged for the moft alarming. fears, the
moment I faw that, if the letter contained

any
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any news of yous it was ot from yourfelf.
‘I know not how [ opened it, for I expeGed -
now nothing but tidings of defpair ; when,
cafting my eyes on the name that con-
cluded it, for I could not read the con-
tents at that moment, I faw that of Sir
-John Berkely Belgrave; and though I'in-
ftantly comprehended the infule it con-
tained, I was relieved to find that it was not
written by fome friend of yours, to tell me
what you were unable to write‘yourfelf.
¢¢ I will not, Orlando, copy this ridicu-
lous billet; but as I was de:ermined neither
to anfier ir, nor to give the officious Jacob
any excule to come up the ftairs to my.
room, 1 thought, after fome- confideration,
that the beft thing I could do would be 13
fpeak to this letter-carrier, though nothing
could be more difagreeable to me, unlefs it
"was his coming for an an{wer. As foon as
breakfaft was over, I {fummoned all the cou-
rage I could, and went -out ’to the ftable
yard, where I knew it was moft likely I
fhould meet him. As foon as he faw me,
he came eagerly towards me ; and none of
“or. IlI, P the
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‘the.otherpien beidg within hearing, he faid,

~#« Jihopel you have gdr:an.an{wer for Sir
Jobn wigive.me, Mifsid?

<% Nyt anfwersdt ; ¢ 1 neither have
an an{wer, noricverisatend to give one to
fo impertinent & letters and I -beg you,
Mr.. Jacob, not to-difturb me any more
with meffages fo vety improper; for if you
do, it wxl] ablige me to complaia to Mrs.
JL.ennard. :

“ The fellow had the impertinence to
fay, thatif I would oot give him an anfwer,
Sir John would come for one himfelf ; but
1 hope and believe 1 fhall hear no more of
it, as it is now Thurfday, and I bave had
no more vifits. [ have faltened the door
as well as Iam able, and would fecure that
below if I knew how : but it is not poflible
for me to do it myfelf; and were I to ak
any other perfon, it would put whoever it
was in . poficffion of the fecret which we
have fo much realon to regret was ever
divulged. :

¢t But do not, ever dear Orlando, bc un-
ealy—I1 am perfuaded Sir John is fatisfied

" with
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with hisqfsalicsdnd ghat i1 fhald:bear no
dhore of itgundeed] belidvebe lagdeft the
country; but | d¥in}ddnr uneemfortablel at
being {foumuéli in: the pawer of fuch 4 man
as this gameikeepers—~However, 'F- now

. deave half open the .door into the paflage
- that leads ta my' aunt!s room ; -and, upbn
the'leaft alarm, 1 would fly to her, and ra-
ther owa the truth, than {ubje&t myfelf’to
a repetition of {uch vifits, either -from this
worthlefs fervant.or his employer. Do not
. therefore,” I again entreat yeu, my. dear
- friend, beuneafy.; > - . .. '
_¢¢:What a letter have I wmtcn, Orlando*
and how litde plealuee will any one fen-
stence i it give to you! I, who would die
" to procure you the finalleft (atisfaCtion, am
" deftined to be the caufe of your unhappi-
* nefs. Sometimes | am fo wretched when
~ {1 think of this, that 1 with. we had never
" met, or refifted, in its beginning, an attach-
-meat likely .to makeialh your.days uneafy ;
yet 1 feel that were 1 without:this tender
affeCtion  my Jifeawould-bea: blarxkpand my
'cxlﬂcnce ot worth:hauving, .
P2 ol Iwill
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.¢¢ I,will not conjure you to remember
your poor Moaimia! I muft indeed end a
letter which-1 have made fo very long, that
I am afraid Selina will not be able to fend
itin her packet. Oh! how hard it is tofay
adieu! .yet my tears fall fo faft that it is
quite {ime—God blefs-you, my dear, dear
fncnd{” :

i

()rlando, d urmg the pcmfal of this letter,
was fo cnﬂrcly OCCLIPLCd by it, that he for-
got where he was. .The Hall and all its
mlmbxtams were.. prefent to h-m and he
farted. up. xodemand inftant fatisfaction of
Sir Jahn B,c]gr;ye,, and to chaftife the mer-
cenary and jnfolent fervant; when he found
hielf;. by, ghendittance of -many. thoufzmd
‘miles, depuived ofalk, . power of protcﬂmg
his Monjmia, urder, marchmg ordcrs tore-
move he knew not whither, and cut off
from all communication with her. He
ftamped about the tent in a' turbulence of
mind little fhort of phrenfy—curfed with
ineffectual vengeance the objecls of his in-
dignation, whom he could not reach; and

was
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was awakened from this dreadful ftate, only
by a meflage from his Colonel that he muft
that moment attend him.— Hardly know-
ing what he did or fiid, he followed the
ferjeant who brought thefe orders ; and was
direCted, inftead of preparing to go with
the camp, to make himfelf ready, with
-another officer, the negro Perfeus, and
three rank and file, for an expedition to
New York, where it was hoped fo {mall a
party might arrive unobferved ; and as the
men were chofen who were the fitteft for {o
perilous an exploit, Orlando was named,
from the experience his commanding officer
had in his firt march of his patience, pru=
dence, and refolution. Orlando cared not
whither he went or what became of him—
be obeyed, as foon as pofiible, the orders
he had received ; and that night, at eleven
o’clock, began his excurfion with his five
companions, and croffed Hudfon’s River.

P3 CHAP.
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pot aftual huoger, a great deficiency of
" nourithment'(for the-whole army had been
fome days on fhort allowance). he felt no-
thing but that Monimia was - hable to the
infults of Sir John Belgrave; ‘perhaps al-
ready the viGtim of his infamous defigns—
an idea that ftung him almoft to madnefs.
"The painfal news, he had. heard, fyolhy. bi
father’s houfe added. tofre, anguith of Bis
fpirits and perbapy never was a mind mqre
diftradted: wirh-a variety. of tormenting ap-
prebenfions, not one ‘of which e had thee
means of stleviating. As foon as u wa’
Bght, the party rencwed their journey, but
had not; proceeded half a quarter of a mxle:-
tow:uds,-the ahickeft part.of the wood be-
fore the’ m-whoop Ipur& forth; and a
rQ;owc.r of pfiets felt. athong them, wound-
4ng .fomc,nanq kjllipg one. of thelr fmall':
party, .- -The Tndians, ruthed Tomqrd the-
.moment the Epgliﬂ; ‘had at random fired
among the trees, and Orlando. faw no-
more; a violent blow on the head de--
prived him of bis fenfes, and to. all ap--
pearance of his life. ‘
P4 When:
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When he recovered his recolle&ion, he
found himfelf lyiag ©n'the ground in one
of thofe temporary” buts which the Indians
ereét in their bunting parties. [t was night,
and he heard them in loud converfation
near him—He found he was their prifoner,
and concluded he was. referved for thofe.
~ horrid tortures of which he had heard fo

many terrific defcriptions. Death appeared,
to him moft defirable; and  his great hope.
was that he fhould by death efcape them—.
or the pain from the wound in his head,

fo exceflive, that he doubted nat but;
that his fcull was frattured, and of courfq
his diffolution near.

He attempted to rife ; not w;th any bOpe.
of efcape, for that was impoffible, but. with
a fort of confufed defire tq agcelerate bis
fate ; when an Indian entered the hut with:
a light, in whom Orlanda difcovered his
former acquaintance the Wolf—huntcr. ‘

“This young favage approached and {poke.
kindly to him, telling him,.that though his,
brothers had killed and fcalpcd the reft of
the party, hc had faved him, and was his

f\&orn

] - .
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. fworn’ fnend--that no ﬁarm fhould came
“to him, and tha.t tﬂad%hﬁef ‘had Promlfcd

him his Life, 1 @l e
-Orlando in° ‘a‘?‘imt"%ftl tf)larﬂéed him
for his kmdnefs, w‘hnéﬁ ‘he fald Was too laﬁe,
as he felt the" wound i ]&rs heéad © bc
morral He: then enqm'recf why the Indxjn
“warriors had “falteti” dpoR & pany o 1hcxr
" allies and-brethret; T i’dfdhe‘rs b}"thc kmg

-of England s i cadiital

The. Wolf-hunter' rephccf that " the
Englith had-not dealt falriy with them—
thae lhey ‘wére promlfed provrﬁons rum,
Sandplonder, SnRtead} of Whlkk' fivey’'gor
nothing in the Englifh’ cafmﬁ ’bu’f’fmd loﬂ;
Somie.of their belt “tefs’ it def?nd’mg the
lines; “and* thaf) ‘the- Enn"ﬂﬂi havmo ‘thus
‘déceived -them; chey ‘iver§ ‘16 Poger ‘thefr
alliesy but - were)ga?ngmke totHelr ¥
Jands, demmmed to p{ur\ﬂcr the ﬁmé‘glefs
of whatever | party thigy thight meet in tl)elt
way, to m;kc tbemElvcs’émds for tl e
lofs of ti ume, and: tHe hesdbidefoff of bravc
warrlors that- had i)érmléh”by behcvmg
the promifes of the great Englefx Caplatia.”
P Orlando’s
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. -Oslando’s generaps hegrt. ;bled for his:
t,l,imi'adcs ?hus ebugtanky, facrifiscehs -and
he lamented ghat they, as. well: as bicfelf,
l;ad not fylen like his friend,Fleming in
$he fieldy |, Ho.afked . if ,all the men who:
‘were with him had. peridhed. His Indian.
fiiend anfivered,. AH but two—a white man-
and a negro—who had. efenped whnle they
were plundering thésett, :

.. Orlando.heard. thiy with a. frgh o£ deeper
eoncern; for be knew that, unlefs thefe
“ynfortunate men -could again crofs the
-siver .apnd regain the camp,. they would:
probably -die,in yhe: woods of hunger and
fatigue, . The, Walf-hunter then epquired:
of Orlando, if he thought be could. march.
‘with them in:the.norning ?—To. which he:
anfiwereds he hoped. fo; ‘but -at the fame
time. ;magincd that -he fhould long before
that time be releafed from.all Lis fufferings.-
He knew, howexver, that 10 complain would'
not only be fruitlgfs, but injure him: in the-
opinion: of hishoft, who made light of the:
wound he had received; and telling Or-
lando he would cureit, he cut off the hair,.

° wathed:
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wathed it with Tum, and ;then lald on it 3:
pledget of chewed- leaves. An Indian’
blanket was thrown over Mtﬁ,’f’oy his-own’
clothes were-taken away § and’ the ¥ v!mg
fAVage giving him- a drink, fuch as thez
had thiemfelves been ° merry over, of rim,,

water and honey, defi-ed*him fo-fleep, and/
in.a few moments fet him the example.. |
Giddy and diftured as was the- nnhappy
Orlando. from the effefts of the blow, hc
mow began. to: awaken to- a. fenfe o(l’usi
condition ; and in. believing that the 1 m_)ury.
e had:recetved was not of fo fatal a naturé
as ‘he had:on the fiift fenfation of pamx
n‘mgmcd he felt infinttely mare: mlfcrable'
in fuppofing thar he (hotld live in fuch- m-(
fapportable: anguifh as his fears for Mo
nimia and: his- family would inflit’ upori:
him—condemnéd: probably as. long as- his;
life lafted; to drag on a.wretched exiftence:
among the favage.tiibes of the: American,
wﬂdernefs, and cut off frem. all commum-
cation with his country.. 4

- In fuch refleions on his own. wretched.-
nefs:he patfedthis rhiferable nighic, Hisitidians
- Ra proteton
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prote&tor foundly fleeping in the fame hut..
Before the'dawn of day thiey bégan to move;
as the chief, or leader of the party, was
anxious to efcape, with the plunder they
Had already got, to the Iroquois country,
from which they came. Orlando, contrary
to his expeQations, found he could walk;
and his friend the Wolf-hunter, pleafed
with the refolution he exerted, fometimes
affifted him when he appeared on the point
of failing in this rapid and difficult march,,
lhroug'h a country known and acceflible
only to Indians. His fhoes and ftockings
had been taken from Bim, and his feet bled
at every ftep : but he went onina fort of
dcfpctauon, hopmg that the more fevere
Ais fuﬂ'enngs were, the feoner they would
end ; mor was it the leaff of thefe, that, on
the firlt dawn of morning,-:lie faw the fcalps.
of his unfortunate, comrades triumphantly
carried by the chief of the party,. whofe
title was the Wild Elk.

New fcenes of horror awaited him on
his way. . As plundcr was now the avowed
purgofe of d;us party of Iroquons, whxcb

5 . confifted

RS A 1 4 &
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confifted of pear forty mén; the) attackcd‘
the defenceléfs vnllach ‘of' tl%é Enghth
Americans, vlhofé mén” Were' out’ vﬁnh {hE
army ; and- dbﬁﬁcyea]thc wemen afnd ciul-
dren, or led therd gway to ceprmty mﬁ'—
nitely worfe than: death:’ Some few the
Wolf-hunter, whotivas theﬁ:cdndin pomr,
was influenced by the entiéatiés b(’ Orlando'
to {pare; bus even thefc were; e f‘éared
referved. only for a more lingering and de:
plorable fate ; and in fa& many hundreds.
of the uphappy people, thus driven frome
their dwellings in "the coutfe’of the‘ war,j
perithed by famme 'in. the woods and
gullies. . ~

Orlando.was now ncar)y rccevercd of~-
the wound in his head, notwuhﬁandmg ,fo-‘
rude a method of clire; bug, in fa& thcv
fkull'had not been injured. The "blow.
was given with the butt’end of a mutket,”
and not with a.tomahawk, which are al-'
moft always mortal. - His friend the Wolf-.
hunter had equipped him like an Indian
warrior., His fine hair was cut off, all.
but a long lock on the crown of his. head:
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~—and he was diltinguithed from an ITro-
quois by nething but his Englith com-
plexion. In thefe circumfbances, after z
long and fatiguing march of eleven days,
ke arrived with his - prové&tor at the camp
or rendezvous of thefe Indians who had
taken up the hatchet as allies to the ltmg‘
of England, where they halted and held
a general coundil. A party who had juft
arrived before them, brought intelligence’
f the convention of Saratoga, fo faral to:
she Biinth, and their German allies: in.
confequence of this, one body of the In<
dians returned again towands the -feat of
war, on a fcheme of general depredationy
-and the other, in which was the Wolf
honter, who carried every where with him
his Englith friend, went to the town of
their diftri&, with-an- intention of recruit-
ing their humhcrs, and® fa]h‘ng upon the
back fettlements while they ‘were in their

prefent defencelefs ftate.

The ground was now: revery where frozen; -
. and their way feemed to lay over fharpened.
ﬂmxc—dfo impenetrable it was. becomne.:
: Qrlando
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©rlando was, inured to- every perfonal fuf-
fering : bur thofe of the unhappy viftims.
of this war—viftims that every day feemed
to muliipty aronnd-him, and- very few of
whom he counld fave, were a continual fource
" -of torment to him ;. while, at. every paufe-
of thefe -horrors, the fears of what might
happen, perhaps had already ' appened
at home; were even mere dreadful than
his aCtual miferies. He found that Perfeus,.
Warwick’s black fervant that bad attended:
Him, was among thofe who efcaped from-
His unfortunate party : 1if he did not fall &:
wictim to hunger, or failed of being de-
ftroyed by fome other wandering hordé-
of favages, he might, as he was a ftout
man, inured to hardihip, and of good:
‘eourage, find his-way to New-York; and.
from thence to England, where he would.
undoubtedly report to Mr. Somerive and:
his diftratted family, that he faw Orlando
die under the hands of an Indian. The:
wretchednefs that. fuch news would infli®.
on his friends, on his Monimia, there was:
na likelihood. of his being able to remove;:

S fos;
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for, in his prefent fituation, there was no
means of conveying a letier with any hope
of its ever reaching the place of its de-
ftination. He tried to prevail on his favage
friend to let him go with the party who
were returning towards Bofton, in hopes
that he might efcape from them, and find
his way alone to fome fort; either of Eng-
lith Americans or Englith : but this, fer
reafons which Orlando did not altogether
comprehend, the Wolf-hunter refufed, and
even exprefled fome refentment that i it was
propofed. ‘

By the time they had rcaclwd the Im‘lmn
village, it was the end of Novemnber-; and
the winter. fet in with.fuch feverity-thatthe
Indians, however eager after_plunderfek
but little difpofed to encounter its ¥igour
Orlando then faw that the dreary montlis.
between November and April he muft be
condemned to pafs among thefe barbarians,
deprived of all human intercourfe, and in
a kind of living death, Even if he could
‘have forced his ‘mind from the confider-
ation of his own difaftrous. fituation, to

contemplate
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contemplate the wonderful variety whichy
Nature exhibits, and to have explored:
thefe wild fcenes, this refouce was denied:
him ; for the whole country was a wide wafte:
of fnow, and every thing around him,
feemed cold and hopelefs as his owm
deftiny. .

. The booty which the Indians had dwxdcd.
at their camp comprifed, among other,
articles, a fmall port folio of his, a memo-
randum book, his pecket book, and a writ-;
- ing cafe : thefe had fallen to the fhare of
his friend the Wolf-hunter, who was very.
willing .to reftore to Orlando things of fo,
litle ule to himfelf, . This was the only,
alleviation the unhappy Orlando found to,
his forrows; yet it was a melancholy one,,
to write letters which he could hardly ex;
pe&t would ever be read, to make for his,
father a journal of occurrences fo mourn-.
ful, and to feel, while he wrote it, that .igg
was too probable the eye for which it was,
intended was clofed for ever. ' B

The fuﬂ‘eungs of Orlando were fuch as _
time, the greac foftener of moft gﬂ!xé}laq’.

t ' ferved
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ferved only to aggravate, What would ke
bave given for even a hope of hearing
from England ! and how maay conjectures
were continually pafling through his mind,
euch more diftrefing than another! In .
his dreams he often faw his Menimia pur-
fued by Sir John Belgrave entreating his
proteétion, and he ftarted up to chaftife the
inhuman perfecutor of her innoeeness ~As
other times fancy, mere favourable, repre-
fented: ber as the ufed so appear in: the early;
days of their actaehment—chéderful, Becaule
uniconfeious of having erred——and tenderly
trufling. to-hifs,‘ever when (he diféovered
that thieir ekdndéftine macmsgs netre cor-
trary to the Rridl Hie: of'disty and. prov
pricty. - Fié Tedrd et voies; bi¢ *admired
her fimple beaury, her innocent tenderirefs,-
the flrength and candour ‘of her imcuk
tivated underftanding—and fuppofed kim.:
feif ergaged, as he ufed to be, in the de-
Bghttul tafk of improving ir. Dreary was
the contralt between his real fituation and
thefe foothing vifions; and he often pre-
ferred fuchl as’ gave him fleéping forment,

. , o
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to fuch as by flattering with happinef(s renq
dered more infupportable ‘the  defpair
which confumed him.

Five weeks, five miferable and dreary
weeks had now crept away ; when {fome-
thing like a change of ideas was offered by
the arrival of two French Canadians and a
party of Indians from that country, who-
had travelled acrofs the {nows and frozes'
lakes to the Indian village..: . -
It was fome comfore to the defolate -
Orlando to. heas a European language;
and though he could fpeak:butlittle French,.

~ he.could read it extremely well. . But with.
thefe men he now conflantly converfed,
aad foon found himfelf able to fpeak if
Bucmly ; from whence he was encouraged:
30 hope shat be might contsive to get .
Quebec, and that from theace a paflage o
Europe. might eafily be obtained. i

¢ Themiferable baveno other medicime

* But omy hope® ~tamime ’

Mu.sunx For Measuzs,.

--and of this the young foldier of lite had
fo lite, that the leat gilmpfe of moré
- reftored
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reftored his deje@ted fpirits ; which, when

all the evils he felt or feared are remem-

bered, it will be acknowledged that no-
thing but a temper naturally fanguine, and

a conftitution unufually ftrong, could have

enabled him fo long to fupport.

" - On founding his favage protetor, who
was extremely attached to him, he found
it feemed not very unlikely that he might
go himfelf with five or fix young warriors
to Quebec to trade early in the fpring,
hunting or fighting on their way as occa-
fion might offer. His' Canadian friends
encouraged this plan : and Orlando ven-
tured to promife a confiderable prefent of
{pirits from the governor of Quebec, as an
acknowledgment for the reftoration of an
Englith officer ; and made many promifes
to the Wolf-hunter, of fending him from
England what fhould give him a great fu-

. periority over all his countrymen, if he
would releafe him, and promote his return
2o Europe. The means of conciliating this
his Indian mafter, and procuring his con-
{ent to a {chetne that he formerly fcemed

fo
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fo averfe to, were. fuggefted to him by his
.new Canadian friends, and promifed to be
fuccefsful.

Thus relieved by hope, the months of
January, February, and March, pafied lefs
heavily. The fpring, which in America
approaches not gradually as it does in Eng-
land, but appears at once, furprifed him by
the fudden change which it produced. The
foow was gone ; and, in a very few days,
the whole country was covered with ver-
dure and burft into bloom. A thoufand
birds filled the extenfive forefts, as gay in
thetr plumage as exquifite in their fong;
and, whichever way Orlando. looked, a
new Eden feemed -to be opening .around
him. - | -

On the 20th of April 1778, Orlando,
the French Canadians, and the Wolf-
hunter leading a party of five-and-twenty
Indian warriors, fet out for Quebec—the
Indians carrying great quantities of furs,
the {poils of the animals they had taken
during the winter. Of thefe Orlando car-
ried his fhare ; and now, re-animated by

' the
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the foothing expeltation of being reftdred
to his country, he endeavoured to con-
form himfelf to the modes of 'his {:wége
hofts, and was indebd 'become almoft s
expert an hunter, in their own methods,
as the moft ative among them.

- They had travelled fomic hundred miles,
and were within a few -days journey of
Quebec, when it was refolved by the Wolf-
hunter to encamp for fome days, in a fpor
particularly favourable to hunting. 'Fhis de-
termination, however unpleafing to Or-
Jando, he knew was not to be 'difpdtéc'l';'zaiihd
though every delay was death to him, he
was compelled to fubmit to what no rc-
monftrance would avert.

The camp, therefore, was formed ; and
if any local circumftance ¢ould have recon-
ciled him to the procraftination of a jour-
mey on which all the hopes of his deliver-
ance ‘from this wretched and tedious éapti-
vity depended, it ‘was the very uncomitnon
beauty of thé fderi¢ry amid Wthh thci'c
huts were ralfcd )

‘This ‘was on the -banks of the river St.

Lamencc,
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Lawrence, .at, a: fpot, where it was about
a mile and . a quarter over. The banks
where they encamped were of an immenfe
height, compofed of lime-ftone and cal-
cined (hells; and an area of about an
hundred yards was between the edge of this
precipice, which hung over the river, and
a fine foreft of trees, fo magnificent and
ftately as to fink the woods of Norway
into infignificance. On the oppofite fide
of the river lay an extenfive favannah,
alive with cattle, and coloured with fuch a
wvariety of {wamp plants, that their colour,
even at that diftance, detraéted fomething
from the vivid green of the new {prung
grafs:: beyond this the eye was loftina
rich and wvarious landfcape, quite unlike
any thing that European profpeéts offer;
and the acclivity on which the tents fiood
finking very fuddenly on the left, the high
cliffs there gave place to a cyprefs fwamp,
or haw ground, entirely filled with thefe
trees ; while on the right the rocks, rifing
fuddenly and fharply, were clothed with
wood .of various fpecies ; the ever-green
) oak,
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‘oak, the fcarlet oak, the tulip tree, and
magnolia, feemed bound together by fef-
‘toons of flowers, fome refembling the con-
'volvulufes of our gardens, and others the
various forts of clematis, with vignenias,
and the Virginian creeper; fome of thefe
already in bloom, ‘others only in the
firft tender foliage of fpring: beneath
thefe fragrant wreaths that wound about
the trees, tufts of rhododendron and ‘azalea,
of andromedas and calmias, grew in the
moft luxuriant beauty; and firawberries
already ripening, or even ripe,  peeped
forth among the rich vegetation of grafs
and flowers. On this fide-all was cheerful
and lovely—on the other mournful and
gloomy, the latter fuited better with the
difpofition Orlando was in, and he reared
his litele hut on that fide next the cyprefs
fwamp, and under the covert of the dark
fir trees that waved over it. ~They had
been here three days, when, with the ‘ofual
capricioufnefs of his country, the Wolf-
hunter determined to recommence their
journey —a circumftance that gave Orlando

7 fome



THE OLD MANOR HOUSE. 137

fome fatisfattion ; and he went to his couch
of bear-fkin with more difpofitidn to feep
than he had felt for fome time, hddj' ¢on;
trary to his ufual cuftom, foon -funk, to
repofc, and his dreams were of his Mo~ _
nimia, foothing and confolatory. -

There is in America a night hawk %,
whofe cry is believed by the Indians al
ways to portend fome evil to thofe who hear
it. In war, they affirm that, if a.chief falls,.
the funereal cry of this bird announces it to
his diftant furvivors. - Ignorance, the mo-
ther of fuperftition, has fo deeply imprefled
‘this on the minds of the Indians, that it is
an article of their faith, and Orlando had:
. feen fome of the moft courageous and fierce:
among them deprefled and difcouraged by
hearing the fhriek of this bird of woe near-
their tents. ;

From the moft delicious dream of Ray-
land Hall, and of Monimia given to himx

* Suppofed to be the Caprimulgus Americanus:.
the bird that is called by the Anglo- Americans ¢ Wb{p»-‘
poor Will,”” becaufe his notes or cry feem to exprcfs
thofe words.

Vou. 111, Q by

-
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to be rolling from the river, and the fun
. appeared red and lurid through the loaded

atmofphere. Orlando endeavoured to fhake
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