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¥ Gentlemen have been too liberal in dealing out reflec-
tions against me ; in any question where England is right,
T will support her ; where she is wrang, I 1ill oppese her in-
Justice ; and in advocating the just cause of America, or of |
any other power against the injustice of England, I say 1
am advocating the cause of my country. Iam not the advo-
cate of America—I am not the advocate of France, but ‘
the advocate of my'v country, because I am the advocate ¢f
Justice.”” Whitbread’s speech upon the orders in Council;
March 6, 1809. Morning Chronicle.

¢« | feel a sort of enthusiasmin favour of Xm«ica, not
only on account of the origin of the people, but also on
account of the noble stand they made for their Indepen-
dence.” Lord Erskine, February 15, 1808. Dcbate upon |
the Orders in Council. Copbett’s Iteb. x. 473.

#RINTED BY HUNTER & ROBINSON,
~BALTIMORE.



PREFACE.

It is an observation of professor Schiitz, that
the objects which Aschylusappearstohave had
in view when he wrote his patriotick tragedy of
Prometheus, were to confirm the Atheniansin
the ardent love of that liberty which they so
enviably enjoyed, and to inspire them with an
utter detestation of despotism, and a determined
resistance to oppression. In the voluptuous mo-
narchy of Persia the poet saw enough to dis-
gust him with tyranny; and the contrast exhi-
bited between the miseries attendant upon such
a form of government, and the happiness arising
from Athenian freedom, wasa cause sufficiently
powerfultoraisetoan exertion almost more than
human the genius of the Shakespear of Greece.
Such too is the object of the author of the
present work. Born and educated in aland of
liberty ; descended from ancestors who, in the
senates of their country, have with invariable -
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v PREFACE.

uniformity given their voices* in defence of its
rights, and for the preservation of its liberties,
he could not but feel, in common with every
British patriot;'his' whele iridignation roused at
the attempt of a weak and wicked administra-
tion to subjugate his free brethren in America,
and thas not only to destroy one of the first
principles of the British constitution, but to
pave the way to the -introduction of despotjck
power at home. If enthusiasm has any where
influenced my pen, let the reader reflect that
it is an enthusiasm if not caused, yet aggra-
vated by the proclaimed increase of the influ-
ence of the crown, and the gigantick strides of
modern corruption. Let him reflect too that it
is directed to the best of objects, the recovery
of the past, the preservation of the present, and
the security of our future liberties. That my
work will in these times escape censure and
abuse, is neither to be unexpected, nor re-
gretted ; for abuse is nothing mere than the
malignant effusion of that corruption, against
which my pen has been uniformly, I wish I
could add, efficaciously employed. If some

# See the divisions at the end of Chandler’s Debates vol:

viii. and xii.




PREFACE. ) v

passages of the poem should seem not imme.
diately to relate fo the period’ in which they
meet the publick eye, let it be remembered
that those passages were written some years
ago amid suspensions of the Elabeas Corpus
act, amid treason and seditiomr bills, amidst the
imprisonments of learned and patriotick men,
and above all under a system of spies and in-
formers, that tended, among other evils, to di-
minish the chief source of human happiness,
the endearments of domestick life.

Imrrespect to the plan and nature of the poem,
T have but little to observe. It will probably be
remarked, as it has been-of the Pharsalia, that
its subject is too near my own times; be it so;
the enlightened reader will perceive an en-
deavour to remedy that defect ; and let hime
remember that human life is short, and had
the validity of this objectien been allowed, the
poem would never have beers writter. 8ome
criticks will perhaps object to the length of the
episodes ; but the same objection has been made-
to the best of poets im the best of times. If
malice,. or ignorance should suggest that the
Americans were the enemies of my country, I
positively deny the assertion. The American
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war was the war of a corrupt administration in .

direct opposition to the voice of the most en-
lightened patriots of the British nation. The
Americans haye beenojustly called our chil-
dren, and our brethren, they have boasted of

" Old England as their home*, and the conces- .

sions ultimately made to them have manifested
the original injustice of the war, They took
up arms in defence of the same rights and li-
berties,which Englishmen themselves defended
at their glorious revolution, and similar succesg
attended both. These are not the poet’s senti-
ments only, they are the sentiments of a Rock-
ingham, a Saville, a Camden and-a Chatham+.
Tt is true that lord North, and his associates
stamped the Americans with the name of
rebels, but ¢ the term rebel (as Mr. Fox ob-
served in the House of Commons, March 11th,
17%6) was no certain mark of disgrace; for that
all the great assertors of liberty, the saviours
of their country, the benefactors of mankind,
in all ages have been called rebels ; that they
cven owed the constitution which enabled
them to sit in that house to a rebellion.”

-

* See the note, b. iv. Ver. 156. ]
« + Sec.the notes, b. iv. ver. 75, 145, 148, 158, 164, 152, 185.
203, V. 61.96. 109. 112, 128,

) -
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PREFACE. vin

In respeet to the language and versification,
fewer liberties have been taken than will be
found in Milton, and none which are not found
in him. Some phrases and sentiments may
appear to have been borrowed, which have run
from my pen without my knowing whence they
came: others indeed I have knowinglyimitated,
as Virgil and Milton have done before me, from
the best authors of antiquity.

The annotations are principally confined to
historical proofs of the sentiments delivered by
the characters introduced in the body of the
work, and in judging of these characters, the
upright critick will not overlook the vindica-
tion. He will reflect too that the opinions ex-
pressed are not always those of the poet ; it is
sufficient for me that I have no where volunta-
rily transgressed the bounds of historick record.

The imagery is, for the most part, the same
as Milton’s, and as peace and liberty are to be
ranked among the best blessings of man, they
naturally suggest the idea of being odxous to
the enemy of man.

I now dismiss my work with the consoling re-
ﬁectiqn that I have endeavoured to inculcate
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the best lessors of morality and virtue: that
my endeavours will be crowned with success,
would be vanity te expect ; but if 1 fail, I shall
fail in the greatest of undertakings, where suc-
cess is uncommon, aud the attempt parden.
sble.

Loxpox,
June }, 1809.
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ARGUMENT OF THE FIRST BOOK.
) e

cation. Subject proposed—the restoration of Liberty.
f of Satan, and his speech to the Infernal Angels assem-
in Pandemonium. Omen, and consequent indigna-
of Satan, who upbraids Moloch and other potentates
ell. Fury of Moloch, appeased by Beelzebub. Moloch
tes war. Second speech of Satan, laying open the plan
i campaign, his various deeds in America, and a por-
of the history of the war. Mammon’s speech, ex- .
ring his success among the hierlings of Britain, but
oring his incapability of corrupting Lord Chatham and
patriots. Other Omens. Array of the infernal host,
their departure for York-town in Virginia. Satap
ws in his car. ' ’




WASHINGTON,
OR

LIBERTY RESTORED.

Acxienry Briwe? who on the haman mind
" Hast deep imapress’d the unutterable worth

Of heaven-sprung Liberty, and didst deaounce

The curse of iguorance with all its woes

Upoa that nation which should spurn her gifts; 5
To thee I call, and beg thy heavenly aid

To uphold my mortal pinions while I sing

Freedom restor’d to half the peepled earth

By freedom’s noblest bulwark,” Washington,

Say the first cause of all this good to man; 10
What rank oppression? what despotick laws !
What deep-laid plots of wicked ministers
"To strangle ia its birth the immortal seed !

Or, if the infernal potentates of hell

Lines4. Or, 4f the infernal—That Providence, in its dis-

Pensations of human affairs, frequently admitted of the
agency of evil spirits, stands rccarded in various passages
- of sacred history; among ethers in 1 Kijngs xxii. 20,

where Ahab, the son and successor of Omri, was persuaded
to go up and fall at Ramoth-Gilead, by a lying spirit in the
mouth of his prophets ; which spirit was permitted by the
Lord not quly to persuade him, but to prevail also. it'is re-

v
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s WASHINGTON, poox 1.

Have been permitted to resume awhile 15

Their power on earth to speed thy great design,

Say, for alone thou canst, which first and last,

In war, or council, ‘lent his develish aid.

Long time had Satan view’d with envious eye,

> -From where in Pandzmoniuin thron’d he sat, 20

Columbia’s mighty chief, at whose right hand

He saw Success waving her Jacid plumes,

While Glory had degcended from above,

And o’er his standard spread her eagle wings.

He saw, and griev’d, and thus to his compeers 25
" Pour’d the foreboding tumults of his soul ;

¢ Was it far this that we have toil’d so long

To avert the will of Heaven, and to mix

In all the affairs of men discord and war ?

Shall a mean rebel trample under foot , 30

markable, indeed, that the celebrated duke of Manchester’
applied this very passage to those evil counse lors whose
rash and headstrong politics caused that fatal war which is
the subject of the present poem ; but the enlightened reader
needs not to be told thas, how evil soever the poet may be-

- 1ieve such counsels to have been, his whole object in intro-
ducing his machinery is purely allegorical. Lordsy’ Debates,
DMarch 5, 17¢6, v. p. 189. Almon.

80. a mean rchel- As the direct tendency of superfluous
wealth, particularly in the earlier period of life, is to ener-
vate the human mind, pointing out only quo ducit gula, it is
not much to be wondered at tht many of the greatest cha-
racters of the world should have arisen from humble stations.
¢« Washington’s patrimonial estate was by no means consi-
derable ; his yonth was employed in useful industry—in the
practice of his profession as a surveyor.”” And it the rea-
der will take the pains to énquire into the origin of the va-
rious administrators (for 1 speak not of emperors and kings)
of the European governments, cither at the present, or in
former times, he will find it not unfrequently obscure and
humble. See Marskall’s Life of Washington, ii. p. 2, 8va.
Phillips, 1604. ’

~




BOOK I. OR LIBERTY RESTORED. 5

Our fruitful crops of ignorance and power?

Say, shall a people’s choice thus reassume

The reins of empire we so long have plac’d

Under the rule of proved 'ministegs?

See where Columbia’s endless woods rebound - 35

WVith hymns of victory ; see her altars biaze

With the rich incense of a people’s joy !

Heard ye that shout? All heaven, and earth, and
hell,’

Chaos, and night reverberate the sound ; .

*Twas to seraphick Liberty. E’en now, 40

Now while we thus deliberation hold,

“The mighty foe prepares with latest hand

To perfect his great work: Columbia,

Whence we have hop’d, as from an earthly throne,
Preeminent to pour upon mankind 45
Future oppression, civil wars and strife ;

Columbia crown’d with freedom, plenty, peace,
Will propogate her blessings far and wide,

And all our hopes be blasted with our power.

Hell ! hear my véice ! perhaps for this last time 50
Do I address thee ; my prophetic mind

Forebodes some dire misfortune to my throne,

44. Whence we have hop’d,—If the efforts of the British mi-
nistry to subjugate America had been crowned with success,
it is hardly esossible to doubt the consequences that would
have ensued: “ either terms must have been granted to
her equivalent toindependence, or else a perpetual cause of
war would have remained.”” Other nations must have suf
fered by these conflicts with America, as they are now
benefited by the establishment of her independence. Upon
this subject the reader may consult the advertisement pre-
fixed to Ramsay’s History ; and the Appendiz, No. IV. 8vo.
Stockdale, 1793. B . :
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Some speedy dissolution. Brave compeers!

1.

Now give your best advice; and thou, whose gold’
Hath mightiest influeace o’er the hearts of men, 55

Exert thy wonted power, or-rather seek
Some new unbroken treasure, for great need
Have we of every succour: fall we now,
We are forever fallen ; we rise no more.”

Scarce had he said, when in the furthest west 6@

Seraphick splendour glided down the sky

And over York-town halted. Vaulted hell

Saw the dire sign, and to its central depths
Groan’d. Satan shoek in all his ponderous limbs,
Aund his dread tongue forgot its utterance;

While silence, still as night, held the whole host

Of hell’s proud chiefs ; until again their prince,
By shame and anger rous’d, thas loud exclaim’d;
¢ Moloch! why sleepest thou? Beelzebub !
Mammon ! and all ye potentates of hell !

Is this the time to sleep, when all the powers
Of heaven and earth combine to overthrow

Our new-establish’d empire, and restore

The reign of peace and charity to man?

E’en hell itself *s in danger: saw ye not

The atchangel Liberty with outspread wing
Glide thro’ the western sky, and take her stand

651

T 70
Rouse, rouse your energies! For shame, ye chiefs!

75

Close by our fae, near York-town’s sea lav’d walls? a

That Liberty’s our death! Then farewelil, hell !
Farewell, our throne! Annihilation, hail1»
o spake the archfiend : indignant Moloch rase

80

T
i



sook 1.  OR LIBERTY RESTORED. 7

And with fell fury struggling, and with worde

Half chok’d in utterance thus pour’d out his wrath ;
“Moloch! why sleepest thou? Did Moloch sleep
Whet all the embattled/Seraphim“engag’d

In doubtful war on either side of beaven?

Did Moloch sleep when the uprooted bills,

Torn from their base, with all their ponderous loads,

Encounter’d in mid ether, and there fixed 20
Arch’d o’er heaven’s pavement? Where was Moloch
then, -

When the dread Thunderer drove his rapid car
O%r fallen millions, and the forked light
Hurl’d us down headlong from the gates of heaven ?
And when-in hell’s profound, where all the host
Lay floundering, did not Moloch’s dauntless spirit -
Thirst for revenge, and urge again the war?
What words have thus eécap’d thee, mighty prince?
Inever prophesied.of death to hell;
Inever bid annihilation hail; 100
Itremble not because seraphick light
Hath halted over York-town, If it have,
Moloch will meet it there. Give me my arms;
This the first time that Moloch branded stood
With sleepy cowardice, and this the last; * 105
For here I swear, and hell confirm tha oath,
That Moloch here shall not be seen again,
Till he redeem his forfeited repute.”

He said, and swore a Stygian oath that shook
E'en Satan’s haughty soul ; then seiz’d his arms, 110
While quivering horrour sat upon his lips.
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To them rose Beelzebub, than whom in hell.
No spirit more fraught with wisdom’s choicest
stores, }

And thus with scothing words the chiefs address’d ;
* Whence this dire discord midst immortal spirits?
Is ’t not enough that heaven and earth combine 116
To uadermine our cause, but must ourselves
Accelerate our downfall, and become

The scorn and ridicule of all our foes?

What joy.in heaven to see the chiefs of hell 20
Divided ’gainst themselves! Beyond this place

We have no other hope ; ’t were vanity

To expect external aid, when he alone

Who has the power to aid us is our foe.

Check then this rising wrath, lest punishment 125
. Bring with it late repentance, and that portent,
Which not our prince alone, but all, e’en thou,
Brave Moloch ! not unmov’d have seen, o’erwhelm
Us all in one inextricable fate.”

To him thus Moloch temperate replied; 130

¢ Thy wisdom, Beelzebub! hath set my fault

In clear and open.view before my eyes.

Moloch’s ungovern’d haste shal] ne’er be said

To have endanger’d hell ; my hate to heaven,

Full well ye all do know, is rooted deep ; 135
My interests are in hell. Our wiser prince
" Foresees some dire misfortune to our power;
Weall, I own it, felt unwonted pangs;

My voice then is for war, for open war,

And if we are to die, let’s die the death . 140
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Of unextinguish’d hate, and whelm with us
In one eternal ruin all mapkind.”
Thus spake the chief, and the universal host
In lengthen’d acclamations rang the dome.
As the fond parent, who to distant Ind 145
Had sent his only son to amass that wealth
Which various evils teach mankind to love,
But which mankind too frequent at the expense

Of health and conscivnce heap; him when from far

149. Of kealth and conscience keap :—The allurements and
temptations which have been laid in the way of the British
youth upon their arrival in Bengal are so ably delineated by
one, whose judgment will scarcely be called in question, that
1do notthink I can render a more acceptable service tothose
who are unwillingto overlook the means inthe attainment of
the end, than by presenting them with thefollowing extract
from the celebrated speech of Lord Clive, March 1772.

¢« The passion for gain is as strong as the passion of love.
1 will suppose that two intimate friends have lived long to-
gether ; that one of them has married a beautiful woman ;
that the friend still continues to live in the house ; and that
the beautiful woman, forgetting her duty to her husband, at-
tempts to seduce the friend ; who, though in thevigour of his
vouth, may, from a high principle of honour, at first resist
the temptation, and even rebuke the lady. Bat if he still
continues to live under the same roof, and she still continues
to throw out her allurcments, he must he seduced atlast, or
fly. Now the banyan is the fair lady to the Company’s ser-
vant. He lays his bags of silver before him to-day, gold
to-morrow ; jewels the next day; and if these fail, he then
tempts him in the way of his profession, which is trade. He
assures him that goods may be had cheap, and sold to great
advantage up the country. In this manner is the attack car-
rred on; and the Company’s servant has no resource, for he
cannot fly. In short, flesh ind blood cannot bear it. Let us
for a moment consider the nature of the education of a young
man who goes to India. The advantages arising from the ~
Company’s service-are now very generally known; and the
great object of every man is to get his son appointed a writer
to Bengal : which is usually ut the age of sixteen. His pe-
rents and relations represent to him how certain he is of mak-
ing a fortune; that My lord such a one gl My lord suzhoa

. B 2
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The happy parent sees, whom even hope 150

Had given up for lost, and ill report

Of founder’d merchantmen, the ecstatick flood

Pours from his'aged ¢yes with nature’s joy ;

So joy’d the archfiend, when Moloch’s haughty soul

Return’d to its allegiance; (well he knew 155

His favourite’s sovereigu worth, next to himself

He was regarded as the eye of hell ;)

And thus with gladden’d countenance rose, and said ;
“ Thrones, Princes, Powers! since thus ye have

decreed

one acquired so much money in such a time: and Mr. such a
one and Mr. such a one so much in suth a time. Thus are
their principles corrupted at their very setting out ; and as
they.generally go a good many together, they inflame one
another’s expectations to such a degree, in the course of the
voyage, that they fix upon a,perioﬁ for their return before
their arrival. i .

¢ Let us now take a view of one of these Writers arrived
in Bengal, and not worth a great. As soon as he lands, a
banyan,worth perhaps one hundred thousand pounds, desires
he may have the honour of serving this young gentleman at
four shillings and six pence per month. The Company has
provided chambers for him, but they are not good enough,;
the banyan finds better. The young man takes awalk ahout
- the town ; he observes that other writers, arrived enly.a year
before him, Tive in splendid apartments or have houses of
their own, ride upon fine prancing Arabian horses, and in
palanquins and chaises ; that they keep seraglios, make ¢n-
tertainments, and treat with cha:paigne and claret. When
hereturns, he tells the banyan what he has observed. The
banyan assures him he may soon arrive at the same good for-
tune; he turnishes him with money ; he is then at his mercy.
‘The advantages of the'banyan advance with the rank of his
master, who 1n acquiring one fortune generally spends three.
But this is not the worst of it : he is in-a state of dependance
‘under the banyan, who commits such-acts of violence and
oppression as his interest prompts-him to, under the pre-
tended sanction and authority of the Company’s servant.”
Debrett’s Debalfi vi. 219-220.
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To wage in bold defiance open war, 160
Know that your prince approves the great design; -
"Tis this alone can save us;/ for)tis writ

Within the book of Fate, that he who loag

Hath reign’d trimphant o’er the minds of men

Shall reign no more_: ’tis on Columbia’s plains 165
The victor shall be vanquish’d : heace it comes
That the chief powers of heaven do now uuite

To aid Columbia’s cause and Washington :

And hell too must unite ; no petty feuds

Mast now disgrace our cause ; concord alone 170
Enabled us the eternal to oppose,

And uproar heaven ; ’tis this alone can save

Our power on earth ; -for ’tis to-this we owe .

~ Empire, dominion, principality :

Let hell then but unite, and hell succeed. 175
What though from heaven the Omnipetent suspend
His golden chain, and all the planets hang

Revolving round their centre, and there pois’d

Seem to endure eternal ; yet the force

Of hell has ne’er been tried but with success 180

~ On earth, and ‘why net .now? Put forth your

strenéth,
Ye mighty chieftdins ! arm without delay ;
Arress these trai‘torous, these ;ebellious sons
Amid their mad career ; Virginia,
Where fate hath.now.enclosed them, be their grave}
Bit above aI\l direct your choicest darts . 186
Against their chiefs; the warriours Lee, and Wayue,
Schuyler, and Putnam, -prudent Sallivan,
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The thunderbolt La Fayette, mighty Greege,

The too suceessful Gates, with Pomeroy, " 190
Ward, Miflin, Morgan, and Pulaski’s might,
Moultrie, St.'Claik, | theother(Washington,
Lincoln, and D’Estang, valiant Rochambeau;
Sumpter, with Marion, aad Cadwallader,

And many wartiours more. Nor yet forget  -195
Their various statesmen, whese prudential care
Supplies the warriours’ wants: here abeve all

Mark that sage Nestor, Franklin,, whose deep mind
‘With more than Arguys’ vigilance pursues

Our intricatest movements ; he alone 200
Is in himself a host, a Washington.

Fondly I hoped in British Wedderburme

192. the other Washington,—Lieutenant colonel Wash-
ington. : .

195. Andmany warriours more.—Some few are mentioned
hereafter butit would be endless to record the Butlers, Pinck-
neys, Knoxes, Spencers, Heaths, Thumases, Stirlings,
Moores, Thompsons,Campbells, Gregorys, Trumbulls,Clin-
tons, Maxwells, and the long list of worthies who defended
the liberties of their country, and the rights of mankind.

198. sage Nestor, Franklin,—Lord Chatham’s opinion of
this great statesman and philosopher was,that he was ¢ one
whom all Europe held in high estimation for his knowledgg
and wisdom, and ranked with her Boyles and her Newtons ;
who was an honor not only to the English nation, but to
human nature.” See Ramsay, i. p. 153, andii. p. 61; and
compare Dr. Franklin’s Answer to the Queries of Mr. Stra-
dan, published in his works. ) '

202. Wedderburne—In the celebrated examination of Dr.
Franklin before the privy-council, Jan, 1774, Mr. Wedder-
$urne, who was then solicitor-general, and council for the
defendants, ¢ delivered one of tl%e most extraordinary invec-
tives (abounding in the most odious personalities azainst Dr.
Franklin) that was on any occasion perhaps ever heard in
the council chamber,’’--¢“ and stands upon record as the gross-
est insult ever offered to a great and venerable character, the
most distinguished ornament of hisageand ceuntry.” Among

.
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To find this sage’s equal, but in vain;

For Franklin when to Wedderburne compar'd

Is to a twinklirg star the fall-orb’d moon. 205
Mark too financier Morris, who(doth seem

To have found the talisman of making gold.

Nor let from your harpyian fangs escape

other effusions of this implacable enemy of America,he scru-
pled not to say of Dr. Frankhin_*¢ te has forfeited all the
respect of societies and of men. Into what companies will
he hereafter go with an unembarrassed face, or the honest
intrepidity of virtue? Men will waich him with a jealous
eye, they will hide tieir papers fromn him, and lock up their
escritoires. tie will henceforth esieem it a /ibe/ to be called a
man of letters ; komo trium Lteruram.”’ ‘f'he dignitied supe-
riority of the American philosopher never manifested itself
more clearly than by the following remnark ; ¢ that though
the invectives of the solicitor-general made no impression
upon him, he was indeed sorry to see the lords of the coun-
cil, who constituted the dernier court 1n colonial attairs, so
rudely and indecently manifesting the pleasure theyreceived
from it.”’ Seec Beltham’s Hist. of G. 111, vol. ii, p. 35, 36,
114; Frankiin’s Works, Acc. of Gov. Hutchsnson’s Letiers ;
Ramsay, i. 92-3. i

206. Financier Morris,—There are few, very few indivi-

" duals to whom America was more indebted for her preserva-

tion than to this eminent and enlightened patriot. Atatime
when the derangement of the American finances appeared
-irremediable, when credit and confidence were annihilated,
and nothing was heard but the distresses of the army and
the clamours of the people, this able politician and finaneier
nobly stepped forward, and by *“ bringing his private ciedit
in aid of the public resvurces; by pledging himself person-
ally and extensively for articles of the most absolute neces-
sity, which could not be otherwise obtained,” restored or-
der and alleviated misery. In general Greene’s army he
employed an agent whose powers were unknown to that
officer ; *“ and when-ver it appearedimpossible for the gene-
ral to extricat€ himself from his embarrassments, this agent
was instructed to furnish him with a dratt on the financier
for such a sam as would retrieve the urgency of the moment.
Thus was Greene frequently rescued from impending ruin
by aid which appeared pravidential, and for which he could
npt account.”” Life of H. vol. iv. p. 514. 618. 626-7.
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The prudent Laurens, (who hath won the beart

Of sage De Castriey,) nor that Jeferson, 210
In whom I see 2 more than comsmon foe ;

Nor Rutlege, Hantock,) (Drané; nor Dickenson,
Randolph, nor Heury, Jay nor Livingston,

Adams nor Reed ; aud numbers more too long

For me to meation. l’eun their women, roused 215

209. Laurens, (whe hath won the keart, & c.—Lieutenant-
* colonel John Laurens (the eldest son of the celebrated Henry.
Laurens, who was confined in the Fower of London) had
been ap{ointed by Congress, an. 1730, as their special minis-
ter to the court of Versailles, where “ his superior talents
as a statesman and negociater,’”’ added to his ¢ engaging
manners and insinudting address, procnred him the most
favourable reception. Hewon the hearts of those who were
at the helm of public affairs,’! and particularly of the mar-
quis de Castries, who directed the marine of France. See
Ramsay, ii. 262-3. 279. , .

212. 214. Hancock, Adams—In the proclamation issued
by general Gave, an. 1775, oifering pardon to all those. who
should lay down their arms, Samuel Adams and John Han-
cock were alone exceptedirom the benefit of it ; their offences
being declared ¢“ to be of too flagitious a nature to admit
ef any other consideration than that of condign punishment.
~—No other notice was taken by thd Cengress of this
clamation, than to choose Mr. Hanceck gresident of that
assembly:”” Belsham, ii, 143 ; Life of W. ii. 288; Raemasay,
i. 200-1.

21 ¢. and numbers more—Buch as the Madisons, Draytons,
Monroes, &e. &c.

215. B’en their women, rous’d, &c.—Women are patriots by
nature, the American women have excelled their nature.
¢ With ready acquiescence, with a firmness always cheerful,
and a constancy never laménting the sacrifices which were
made, they not only yielded up ail the elegancies, delicacies,
and even conveniences, to be furnished by wealth and com-
merce, but, consenting to share the produce of their own la-
bour, they gaye up without regret a considerable portipn of
the covering designed for their own families, to supply the
wants of a distressed soldiery ; end heroieally suppressed the
involuntary sigh, which the de‘:nrturc of their brothers, their
sons and their husbands for the camp rended irom their. bo-
soms.”
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By Motte’s example, and by Caldwell’s woes,

Have stripp’d themselves ot every ornament

To serve their country. Such then be your aim,
Your deadly aim! But sincg their chicftain’s life,

In whom are centred all their hopes and fears, 220

The eloguent language ot Mr. Burke has not failed to do
them justice. ¢¢ He apostrophized with a degree of enthn-
siasm upon the noble spirit of men, whom if they had not
been rebels he would be lavish in praising ; of women, who,
1educed by the ruins of civil discord to the meost horrible
situation of distress and poverty, had constancy, generosity,
and public spirit, to strip the blankets, in a freeaing season,
from themselves and their infants, to send them to the camp,
and preserve that army which they had sent out to fight for
their liberty. And shall Britous overlook such viriue: and
will they persist in oppressing it ?”” &c. See Life of . iv.
P- 298. 482 ; ii. 164 ; Almon’s Parl. Deb. Nov. 1777, viii. p.
18; Raemsay, ii. 172.

216. Motte’s example,—*¢ The British (an. 1781) had built
their works round Mrs. Motte’s dwelling-house. She with
great cheerfulness furnished the Americans with materials
fer firing her own house. These being thrown by them on

* its roof soon kindled into flame. The firing of the house,
which was in the centre of the British works, compelied
the garrison consisting of 165 men, to surrender at discre-
tion.” Ramsay, ii. 247.

216. Caldwell’s woes,—** An incursion (an. 1780) was made
into Jersey from Neéw-York, with 5000 men, commanded by
lieut. gen. ‘Kniphausen. They landed at Elizabeth-town,
and proceeded to Connecticut farms. In this neighbourhood
lived the Rev. Mr. James Caldwell, a presbyterian clergy-
man of great activity, ability, and influence, whoese succes-
ful exertions in animating the Jersey militia to defend their
rights had rendered him particularly obnoxious to the Bri-
tish. When the royal forces were on their way into the
country, a soldier came to his house in his absence, and shot
his wife Mrs. Caldwell instantly dead, by levelling his picee
direétly at her through the window of the room in which she
was sitting with her children.”” $Such is the account given
by Dr. Ramsay (ii. 182) of an act which ¢ excited universal
indignation :”’ but on the other side the Buitish coptended
¢¢ that this lady was the victim of a random shot, and even
that the fatal ba]l had proceeded from the militia.””  The
reader may see the matter discussed in the Life of Washing~

ton, iv. 276+ :
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And justly centred, (for not acts alone,

Nor words, but ¢’en his inmost thoughts, are all
Daily and nightly in their cause engag’d

Under celestial guidance,) since this life

Is thus protected by supérior powers, 225
That be my care. What, shall we these permit,
Like brave Ephialtes, and the ancient Otus,

. From potent Reason sprung, to bring again

The reign of Peace, and bind in links of iron

Our chosen friends of war? Forbid it, hell! 230
Let’s rather urge the ravenous dogs of blood,
Where-€’er dispers’d throughout the peopled world,
From ancient Scythia, and the drenched plains-

Of Italy, to that far-famed isle

By moneyed muck worms, merchant-ministers, 285

227, Ephialtes, Otus, &c.—~Compare the scholiast upon
Homer's ;h’ad ¢ 385 ; and Odyss. ». 307, &ec.

235. moneyed muckworms,— My lords! (said the great
Chatham, an. 1770,) while I had the honour of serving his
majesty, I never ventured to look at the treasury but at a
distance; it is a business I am unfit for, and to which I
never could have submitted. The little I know of it has not
served to raise my opinion of what is vulgarly called the
moneyed interest.—I mean that blood-sucker, that muckworm,
which calls itself the friend of government—that pretends to
serve this or that administration, and may be purchased, on
the same terms, by any administration that advances money.
to government, and takes special care of its own emolu-
ments.”” Debret’s Debates, v. 356.

235. merchant-ministers,—Perhaps the pernicious effect of
the juaction of the merchant and the sovereign is no where
so clearlydemonstrated as in the possessioris of our merchants
in India. There, from the humble factor they have become
the ¢ magnificent Dewan ;’* from the habiliment of the sup-
pliant they have proceeded through the rapid steps of ag-
grandizement to array themselves in the imperial purple;
while their whole course has'been marked with the confisca-
tion of property, the deposition of rajahs, the murder of
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Embroil’'d in endless warfare. Mammon ! haste,
" Back to thy favour’d spet; pour out thy stores, -

brahmans, and the extirpation of nations; Such has been,
in one part of ghe world, the ‘effect of this'monstrous 'union,
and such will ever be the effect of a government which ean
regulate its conduct by such an odious maxim of policy as
that < where there is treasure there istreason >* But thé more
enlightened part of the British nation abhor such iolicy:
they have endeavoured to bring itto a condign punishment,
and thus avert the judgment of an offended Dejty. They
have failed of success, and the prophecy of ‘Isaiah must be
fulfilled. See Belsham’s G. IIL. vol. iii. p. 73—9. 1ul. 11S.
note. 152—164. 185 ;. and vol.-i. 220.

236. in endless warfare.—1f we compare the number of
years in which this nation has been engaged in war, with
that in which it has enjoyed the blessings of peace, the balance
will be found ‘o be pretty equal. Hence one statesman has
called us “¢ a little choleric island ;*’ and another, upon the
authority of Mr. Hume, has observed ¢ that England had too
great a propensity to war, and was too pertinacious in conti-
nuing it.”’ Nor must we omit the dying injunction of Henry
IV. who advised his son, ** never to let the English remain
long in peace, which was apt.to breed intestine commotions ;
but to employ them in foreign expeditions—that all the rest-
less spirits might find occupation fer their inquietude.’

I had a purpose now
To lead out many to the Holy Land ;
Lest rest, and lying still, might make them leok
Too near into my state. Therefore, my Harry,
_ Be it thy. course, to busy giddy minds
With foreign quarrels.—
: Shakes. 2. Hen. IV. act 4. sc. 4.
Various are the causes usually assigned for this su'Pposed na-
tional propensity. - Some have attributed it to our foreign do-
minions and our claim to thecrown of France; others, to con-
tinental connections and-balance of power ; others again, to
commercial views and the dominion of the sea. But with all
due submission I shall beg leave to move the previons ques-
tion, and enquire whether the nation is really choleric, un-
quiet, and proneto war. If Flook around me, I see nosigns
of such a disposition. Iseea virtuous, an honest, an indus-
trious, a benevolent, and a hospitable people. I sec too,
what I do not wish to see, an oppressed people—a people pa-
tient, almost to a proverb, under accumulated burthens, and
although ardent jun the cause of Jiherty, yet snbhmitting,
(v
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Thy choicest stores; lest warn’d at last by ill

The people’s eyes be open’d, and the mist 289
Which North and Hillsborough have pour’d around
At length disperse: 'then will they/soon grow wise,

- Listen to Chatham, Conway, Shelburne’s voice,

The Athenian Fox, and Burke, and Rockingham,
And hail return of peace: but that be thine,

Q Mammon ! to prevent. But I do wrong 245
To give thee this advice; a.single word

1o sounding periods echoes to the wise.

Nor has your prince been sparing of his toil ;

1 from the first have watched Columbia’s son,

And mark’d him for my prey; thrice have I sped

through the delusions of sophistry, to the daily infringement
of their rights and privileges. Insuch a people, removedas
they are from the tumults of the continent, where shall be
found either time, inclination, or opportunity for war ? They
aspire to no arbitrary power ; they seek no connections but
those of mutual benefit; they have provided by their laws
against the bad effects of foreign dominions ; they perceive
that their rulers themselves have mistaken the balance of
power ; and they know and feel that agriculture, commerce,
and manufactures are the pursuits of peace. 'That ministers
and rulers should endcavour to excite a propensity to war,
for various other reasons than the finding ot occupation for
restless spirits, is a truth that needs no demonstration ; but
it must be credulity itself that will give credit to the affir-
mation that such a propensity is natural ta a people, whom
the ocean separates from the continent, who boast of their
iree constitution, and who profess to be the warshippers of
the prince of peace. Almon’s Parl. Deb. vi. p. 23 ; Belsham’s
G. HI. v.295-6. Encyc. Britan. avt. England, p. 635. See
Blackstone, Introd. sect. 4, p. 111, and compare Miles’s
Letter to the Prince of Wules, p. 102-3. ’

240. North and Hillsborough—The former was first lord -
of the treasury and chancellor of the exchequer during the
American war ; and the latter, for part of the time, secre-
tary of state.
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My choicest darts against the hero’s life, 251
And unsuccessful thrice have I been foil’d,

For some superiour seraph guards the chief.

What else but this had' sav’d' his fleeting breath

From these assassins, who by my commagd 250
Way-laid the updaunted hero as he pass’d

On that fam’d mission to the Ohio forks?

What else but this,when midst frost, rains, and snews,
The diiving ice jamm’d up his feeble raft,

Aud plunged him in the deep? What else but this,

257. On that fam’dmission— The exertions made by Mr.
Washington on this oceasion, the perseverance with which
he surmounted the difficuities of the journey, and the judg-
ment he displayed [though a very young man] in his con-
dact towards the Indians, raised him very much in the pub-
lic opinion, as well as in that of the licutenant-governor.”
The whole report of this arduous undcmkin% is given in the
Life of Washington, vol. ii. p. 5; but the following extract
(p. 25) will illustrate the meaning of the text; ¢ Just after
we (Mr.Washington aud Mr. Gist) had passed a place called
Murdering-town (where we intended to quit the path, and
steer across the country at Shannapin’s town) we fell in with
a party of French Indians who had lain in wait for us. One

them fired at Mr. Gist or me, not fifteen steps off, but for-
tunately missed. We took this fellow into custody, and
kept him until about nine o’clock at ni%ht ; then let him go,
and walked all the remaining part of the might without
making any stop, that we might get the stast so far as to
be out of the reach of their pursuit the next day, since we
were well assured that they would follow our track as soon
as it was light.”

260. And plunged kim in tie deep ?—¢ There was no way for
Eetting over but on a raft, which we set about with one poor

atchet, and finished just after sun-setting. This was a whole
day’s work ; we next got itlaunched ; then went on board
of it and set off ; but before we were half way over, we were
Jammed in the ice in such a manner that we expected every
moment our raft to sink and ourselves to perish. I putout
my setting-pole to try to stop the raft, that the ice might
pass by ; when the rapidity of the stream threw it with so
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When glorious Braddock fell, and not one chief

Save Washington alone escap’d unhurt ; 262 .

What but this guardian sav’d him from our power?
Not jealousy;/\nor\envy,Onor(defeat,

wiuchviolence against the pole, that it jerked me out into-ten
“vet water. But [fortunately saved myself by catching hold
on one of theraftlogs. Notwithstanding all our efforts, we
-ould not get to either shore; but were obliged, as we were
near an island, to quit our raft and make toit.”* 5. p. 25-6.

262. Save Washington alone—*¢ General Braddock, who
possessed personal courage in a very eminent degrce, but who
was without experience in that specics of warfare in which
he was engaged—exerted his utmost powers to form his
broken troops, under an incessant and galling fire, on the
very ground where they were first attacked. In his fruitless
eiforts to restore order, every ofificer on horseback, except
Hr. Washington, was Lilled or wounded ; and at length the
zeneral hirself, after losing three horses, received a mortal
wound, and his regulars fled in the utmost terror-and con-
fusion.”  Life of Washinglon, 1. 438.

204, Not Jealousy, mor envy, §c.—'I'he Ainericans, the true
and genuine otfspring off Britishi pareats, have constantly en-
tertained a coustitutional and hereditary jealousy of a stand-
ing army: nor was Washington exempt from this feeling s he
aliowed its justice, though hefelt acutely how much the cause
of his country suffered from it, One af its evils, and not the
least, was the opportunity svhich it gave to his rivals to-in-
dulge their own private envy undct the sermblance of publick
patriotism. Mence arose a faction, headed by general Con-
way, whose chief design seems to have becen to supplant
Washington, and ¢ exalt general Gates on his ruin.”’ Had
this plan succeeded, the subjugation of America would have
appeared inevitable. In a letter to Mr. Laurens, president
of Congress, Washington thus cxpresses himself; “ Why
should 1expcct to be exempt from censure, the unfailing lot
of an elevated station? Merit and talents, which I cannot
pretend to rival, have everbeen subject toit. My heart tells
me it has been my unremitted aim to do the best which cir-
cumstances would permit; vet I may have been very often
mistaken in my judgment of the means, and may in many
instances deserve the imputation of error.””> Upon this sub-
ject, and upon the dreadful distresses of the army, which he
says in one place ‘¢ thust inevitably bereduced to one or other
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Nor rancorous malice, nor unjust abuse, 265
Not traitorons friendship, nor interpal foes,

Not misery itself in every shape, .
Famine, disease, and pestilence, aad feqdn,

Can shake his soul’s fix’d purpose; e’en his evils
Serve but ta raise him in the people’s love, 370
And foy their Jiberties, Promethus-like,

He'd stand ynmov’d amid the wreck of worlds.

of these three thinge—to starve, dissolve, or e in
order to obtain subsistence,” see Life of W. iii. p. 351—
573; ii. 302. 334. 340. 612-3; iv. 253. 349, 97. 468 ; Ram-
say, ii. 2219;3. :164 186—1-;9. oth

on the ¢ nigs he suffered ypon other accounts, see
Lfep.y'nf. ii. 30T, 76 ; Ramsay, i. lzzofn. 306.

266. Nor internal foes,—1¥n the earlier period of the revo-
lutjon there were great nambers ¢ who vieyed the dissolu-
tion of their connection with Britain with anxious regret.
—Apd it was also an unfortunate truth, that in the whole
country hetween New-England and the Potomae, which
was now to become the great theatre of action, although
the majority were in favour of independence, yet there
existed a formidable minority, who not only refused to act
with their counfrymen, but were ready to give the enem
every aid in their power.—In the neighbourhood of New-
York a plot to favour the enemy on their landing, and, as
was understood, to seize and deliver up general Washing-
ton himsel, had been formed, in whi¢h governor Tryon,
through the agency of the mayor of New-York, was be:
lieved to be principally congerned.” See Life of I ii. 483.
466-7. 353, 596; iii. 53-4. : T
. 272, He'd stand uninov!d—'$ Among the many valuable
traits in the eharacter of general Washington, was that un-
yielding firmmess of mind, which resisted these accumulated
circamstances of depression, and supparted him under thenr.
Undismayed by the dangers which surrounded him, he did
vot, for an instant, relax his exertions, nor omit any thing
which could obstruct the progress of the enemy, or ame-
liorate his own condition. ‘He did not appear to despair of
the public safety, but struggled against adverse fortune,
with the hope of yet vanquishing the &' fficnlties which sur.
rounded him ; and constantly showed himself to bris harrassed
and enfeebled army, with a (;erene unembarrassed cournto-

2 .

+
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Bat be ye not dishearten’d ; Washington

Fascapes, tis true, the all-sweeping net of Fate,

Yet hasthe draught been copious; Schaylkill’s banks
Bear ample witness'to the attested fact. 276
*Twas there the very sinews of the war ’
Had by my aid been broken, not a glimpse

Of what mankind hold dearest, precious gold, -

Or glittering silver, met the human eye ; 280
Columbia’s troops, without or tents, or shoes,

Or clothes, or nightly covering, took their rest,

If rest it could be call’d, on the cold ground,

Or chanee some spreading branch of friendly oak
Shelter’d the driving snow : but when they march’d

Their goaded feet pour’d forth the purple stream, 286 .

And mark’d their weary way: sometimes indeed,

By their great leader’s foresight, they régal’d,

Io huts of mud and logs; but even here

No respite could they find, for none would bring 290
‘Provision, or supply, to needy men :

nance, betraying no fears within hamself end mvngoratmg .
and inspiring with confidence the bosoms of others. 7o this -
unconguerable firmness of temper, to this perfect self-possession,
. under the most erate circumsiancss, s America, + na great :
degree, indebted for her independence.” Lafc of | W.ii. 600-1 3 -
iv. 283. 31k 655.—660.

275, &c. Schuylkill’s banks, &c. -oFor the proof of the fadta
recorded in the subsequent lmes, the reader may .consult the -
following passages. For the miseries which the aamy en-
dured ffom the want of ients,foo«l stores, and cloathing, &c.
see Ramsay, i. 327 ; ii. 13. 22. 164, 236; Life of. M.
307. 34k 464-5. 499; m. 335-340 874;—-6 389—-399.:
406.

For the evils.of;: fo\'g,ed. paper sen- Ram.m i 2385 Lifa - .
‘o . iv. 242. 256, 259, 266—270. Y
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Who paid in forged paper, while at hand

The gold of Britain held out every lure.

Hence dire disease and noxious stench had fld )
The close interiour, that'it'scar¢e ‘counld hold 295
The dying:tenant; while the croewded streets

Famine and grinning death had bridg’d with dead.
There had Columbia’s freedom found its grave,

But that the film of darkness had o’erspread

The eyes of Howe. Not long since, Discontent 308
Stalk’d throwgh their camps; and matinies

Pervaded Jersey's and Sylvania’s lines;

While in the Carolinas civil war

Fathers, and ‘sons, and kindred, all involv’d

In undistinguish’d slaughter: e’en the hpuse 303
Of Congress stands divided ’gainst itwelf,

' 300. Discontent—mutinies, &c.—Although the histories of
America and the Letters of Washington abound with de-
scriptions of the evils occurring from short enlistments, yet
I cannot forbear thinking that the final success of the war
was, in a great measure, to be attributed to the military
habit thetegy induced. The immediate evils were, however,
of such magnitude, as to require the judgment of a Wash-
ington to allay. See Life of W, ii. 327.333. 343—5. 526 ;
iv. 95—9. 451. 461 ; Ramsay, ii. 185. 219—2:2.

303. in the Carolinas—** ‘The inhabitants of the country
felt a1} the miseries which are inflicted by war in its most sa-
vage form.. Being almost equally divided between the twe
contending parties, reciprocal injuries had gradually sharp-
ened their resentments against each other, and had armed
neighbour agaiast neighbour, until it became a war of ex-
termination, &¢.” See Lqfe of IV. iv. 598-9.

306. divided ’gainst itself*¢ About this period (1778) se-

*weral circumstanées conspired to foment those pernicious
divisions and factions, whith, in time of greater danger, pa-
t-iotism would most probably have silenced.”” See Life of
¥.iv. p. 53, &c. 264-5. 472-3, 507-8.. T
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And soon must fall, while speculatord, thieves,
And money-jobbers qm their ceuntry’s ills
Fatten and bask : ¢’en Washington calls out

For aid op Jefecsont the hrave De Kalh . 310

Hath met bis fate, and gone to greet the shade
Of great Montgomery in Orcus’ depthy,

307. while gpeculators, §c.—¢ Nothing, in my judgment,
(says Washington) can save ys hyt a total reformation in
our own conduct, or some decisive turn of affairs in Ea-

rope. Thé former, alas! to our shame be it spoken, is

less likely to happen than the latter ; as it is now gopsistent
with the views o¥ the speculators, various tribes of money-
makers, and stock-jobhexs of all denominations, to continue
the war for their own private emolument, without consi-
dering that this avarice and thirst for ‘gain must plunge
cvery thing, inclnding themselyes, in one comman Fwin.”
Life of W. iv. 57 ; 1ii. 49, &c. .

See Ramsay, ii. 129, where speaking of the depreciation
of the American er, he says that at one period if was s9
low as ¢ uvénl” undreds for one.” See #. 135. 184
187-8. 224. .

310. For aid on Jefferson :— Washington in one of his
letters writes thus ;  Where are our men of abilities ? Why
do they not come forth to save their country? Let this
voice mﬁ,dm sir, call upon you, Jefferson, and others.”
Life of W. iv. 58.  See 324, °

310. the brave Pe Kalb__This hrave German baron was
killed at the battle of Camden (an. 178Q,) where he was
second in command under Gates ; and ¢ the Congress re-
solved that a monument should be erected to his memor!v. in
Annapolis with a very honourable inscription.” « While
mmaking a vigorous charge at the head of a regiment of in-
fantry, hefell under eleven wounds.”” See Remsay, ii. 168;
i o
- 312, t Mont —This great and upright cha-
racter, worthy of the hges't eriod of Spg:?tan integgit.%, whom
#riends and foes have equally contributed to eclebrate, whom
both Minervas have claimed their own, died at an early
‘period of the war im making one of the boldest attempts
that history has ever recorded ; the attempt to take Quebec
‘V' escalade, and that too with an inferiour number of troops.
His fate is singular. * Cape Diamond, around which he
was to make his way, presents a precipice, the foot of which
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Where are already sent the warriour souls

i» washed by the river, wheré enormous and rugzed masses
of ice had been piled on each other, so as to render the
way almost impassible,) ) Along|thie scanty patirleading un-
der the projecting rocks of the precipice, the Americans
pressed forward in a narrow file, till they reached the block-
house and picquet. Montgomery, who was himsclf in the
front, assisted with his own hands to cut down or pult up
“he picquets, and open a passage for his troops ; but the ex-
ive roughness and difliculty of the way had so lengthened
his line of march, that he found it absolutely nccessary to
halt 2 few minutes, in order to collect a force with which he
‘uight venture to proceed. Having re-assembled about 200
m:n, whom he encouraged alike by his voice and his ex-
«nple, he advanced boldly and rapidly at their head to force
i2e barrier.  One or two persons had now ventured to re-
win o the battery, and seizing a slow match standing by
one of the guns, discharged the piece, when the American
tront was within iorty paces of it. 'This single and acci-
dental fire was a fatal one. 'T'he gemeral, apd captains
YFPherson and (Lieesman, two valuable young cfficers near
his person, the'first of whom was his aid, togqtber with his
orderly serjeant and a’private, were kilied on the spot.”—
Burke, Barre, and Fox vied with each other in their eulo-
yiums of him ; and even lord North, who' had censured this
unqualified praise bestowed upon a rebel, ¢ admitted indeed
that he was brave, he was able, he was humane, he was
senerous ; but siill he was only a brave, able, humane, and
zenerous rebel;” and said ¢ that the verse of the tragedy of
o might be applied to him; ) ..

- 'Cuise on his virtues, they *ve undonc his country,”

Fox upon'this rose again, and said ‘“ the term of rede/,
ipplied by the noble lord to that excellent person, was no
sertain mark of disgrace, and thercfore he was the lcss edr-
nest $o clear him of the ifhputation; for that ail the great
wsertors of libérly, the saviours of their country, the bene-
factors of mankind, in all ages had been called rebels; that
they eveu owed the constitution, which enabled them to sit
in'that house, to a rebellion.’’ . . ..

¢ Richard Mortzomery, whose short but splendid course
was thus terminated, was a native of Ireland, and had served
with reputation in the late war; afterits conclusion he settled
in New-York, where he married an American lady, and
took a very strong and decided part (as did many of his
oppresseéd countrymen) with the colonies in their contest
with Great-Btitain.”” A monument was decreed him by

Pty
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Of Mercer, Warren, Ledyard, Porterfield, -
And aged Wooster ; while their mightiest Gates, 315
And Greene cease not to mourn their overthrow

By Rawdon and Cornwallis ;- Camden’s plains

Congress, with. an inscription expressive of his great and
eminent services. See Lefe of . ii. 400. 41013 ; Ramsay,
i 230—235—240—2—4 ; Belsham, 1. 135—6; Almon’s
Parl. Deb. iii. 403-4. an. 1776.

314. Mercer, Warren, §c.—** General Mercer was a
Scotchman by birth, but from principle and affection had
engaged to support the liberties of bis adopted country, with
a zeal equal to that of any of its native sons. In private life
he was amiable, and his character as an officer stood high
in the public esteem. He was mortally wounded (in the
battle mear Prnceton, an. 1777,) while gallantly exerting -
himself to rally his broken troops.” See Ramsay, i. 323 ;
and Life of I¥. 1. 625. _

Of Warren, who was killed at Bunker’s Hill, I shall have
te speak hereafter

314. Ledyard,—In the destructive expedition of general
Arnold against New-London, fort Griswold, ¢ after a severe
conflict of iorty minutes, was carried by the assailants.—An
officer of the conquering treops inquired on his entering the
fort who commanded. Colonel Ledyard answered, ¢ / did,
dut you do now :* and presented him his sword. The colo-
nel was immediately run through the body and killed.”
HKomoay, ii. 278-5. See Life of W. iv. 533.4.

314. Porterjield,—This gallant commander, whose bravery
had been conspicuous in an early period of the war, at the
assault of Quebec, where he was then only a serjeant, re-
ceived a mortal wound at the battle of Camden.  See Life
of W. ii. 03 ; iv. 226-7. .

315. aged Wooster ;—.In the year 1777 a detachment of 2000
British troops under major-general Tryon had succeeded in
destroying the town and magazines at Danbury, and were
now returning to their ships : general Wooster, then seventy
years old, with about 300 men, came up with their rear, and
‘¢ attacked them with great gallantry. A sharp skirmish en-
sued, in which he was mortally wounded, and his troops com-
pelled to give way.”’__¢ Congress resolved that a monument
should be erected to his memory as an acknowledgement of
his merit and services.” Ram.ay, ii. 3; Life of W. iii. 94.

317. Rawdon and Cornwalli ;_ To have conquered such
men as Gates and Greene is the highest praise, For a de-
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Columbia’s heart-felt sorrows twice attest.

Georgia 1s ours; and Lincoln’s frustrate hopes

Hove struck proud Charles-town’s flag, and all its
_stores 320

Now grace the triumph of a Clinton’s car.

Itvin is taken ; Sullivan resigns;

While Tarleton, Tryon, Grey, Knyphausen spread

scription of the two victories at Camden, which raised the
confidence of ministers almost to presumption, the reader
may consult Ramsay, ii. 167. 246 ; Life of V. iv. 576. 231.

319. Georgia is ours ; and Lincolw’s frustrate hopes—Gene-
ral Lincoln surrendered Charleston to sir Henry Clinton on
the 12th of May 1780. See Ramsay, ii. 155-6; Life of WV. iv.
204, For the reduction of Georgia, sec Lefe of I¥. iv. 66-7.

322. Irvinestaken ;—General Irvin was wounded and taken

in a skirmish between the Pennsylvania militia and the ad-
vanced light parties of sir William Howe. Life of W. iii.
331.
322, Sullivan resigns ;—This very able commander ¢ had so
freely censured the civil government for having failed to com-
ply with all his demands for military stores, that considerable
oi%znce was given to several members of Congress, and still
more to the board of war. In consequence of these causes,
when, at the close of the campaign, Sullivan complained of
ill heaith and offered on that account to resign his commis-
sion, the endeavours of his friends to obtain a vote request-
ing him to continue in the service, and permitting him to
withdraw from actual duty till his health should be restored,
was overruled, and his resignation was accepted. The re-
solution permitting him to resign was, however, accompa-
nied with one thanking him for his past services.” Life of
7. iv. 161-2.

323. Tariton, Tryon, Grey, Knyphausen—To the es
of these celebrated generals I might have added hbse of
Vaughan,Mawhood, Matthews,and others; but to »¢count all
the miseries they inflicted upon the American’rdfuld be to
write another history. Itis, however, bl:t&ijﬁtice to observe
that the German mercenaries, and the rOyalists, were the
chief agents in unnecessary cruelties.  For a few of their
devastations the reader may consuls Life ;{ ¥, iv. 208. 237.
276 ; iii. 97. 311. 477 note, 564 ; iv. 89; Ramsay, ii. 49-50.
94.  Cempare the Debates of the House of Lords, Dec. 2,
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Destruction, wae, and misery around,

Like the fam’d plagues of Egypt. Travellers , 325
Aand future antiquaries may inquire .
Where Falmouth, Fairfield, Norfolk; Bedford stood,
Where too New-London ; ang the countryman

1777. In the speech of lord Shelburne general Vaughan is
very roughly handled. Almon, x. 162. .

327. Fabnouth,—A town in the northern parts of Massa-
chusetts, was burnt by captain Mowat, Oct. 18, 1775..
Ramsay, i. 225 ; Life of W.1i. 319-20.

327. Fairfield,— This flourishing village was reduced to:
ashes; and many unarmed individuals are alleged to have
suffered the most brutal treatment. The effectual services of
the militia are attested in the apology made by general Tryon
for the wanton destruction of private property, which mark-
ed and disgrace his conduct at this place. The village was
burnt, he says, to resent the fire of the rebels from their
hauses, and to mask our retreat.”” Life of . iv. 117.

327. Norfolk,—was destroyed, Dec. 1775, by lord Pun-
more. The whole loss ¢ was estimated at 300,000 pounds
sterling.” Ramsey,i. 251. The duke of Richmond thus ex-
presses his indignation at this deed. ¢ We were not only to
rob the Amerticans of their property, and make them slaves
to fight our battles, but we made war on them in a manner
which would shock the most barbarous nations, by firing
their towns, and turning the wretched inhabitants to perish
in cold, want and nakedness. Even still more, this bar-
T was not only direeted against our enemies, hut |

warmest and most zealous friends.. This he in-
‘he late conflagration of the loyal town of Nor-
ginia, as administration had se frequently called
ras reduced to ashes by the wanton and unpre-
f one of our naval commanders. Such an aet.
inconsistent with every sentiment of humanity,
xy to every rule of good policy.”” _Almon’s Deb.
:see the duke of Manchester’s speech, 6. 189,
go—For the destruction of Bedford and Fair-
end@l)l Crey, see Life of I¥. iii. 561. Sir Joseph .
wdigRant at this ¢ barbarous warfare carrying on
- inhabitants of the North-American sea-coasts,
i hellish policy of making war upon old men,
ildren, and other innocent and defenceless per-
man’s Deb. iii. 286, .
-London ;—* The town of New-London, and the

.
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"Shall point unto their ashes: this last deed

‘Was vengeful Arnold’s; Arnold, injur'd chief, 330
Indignant turns from mad Kebellion’s lore,

To justice, law, and right;' and had betray’d,

But for an Andre's virtues, and the firmness

Of three proud veterans of her western race,

stores contained in it, were consumed by fire, an. 1781. Te
escape the odium which invariably attends the useless and
wanton destruction of private property, this fire was attri-
buted to accident; but all the American accounts unite in
-declaring it to have been intentional.” Life of W. iv. 554;
‘Remsay, ii. 274.

330. Arnold, injur’d chief,—* It is a matter of reproach,’’
says Dr. Ramsay, “‘to the United States, that they brought
into public view a man of Arnold’s character; but it is to the
honour of human nature, that a great revolution and an eight
wears war produced but one.”” And yet this man was onc¢
an ornament to his profession, and his meiits were valued so
highly by his country, that he acquired the name of the Ame-
rican Hannibal, and was presented by Congress with a horse
gropeﬂy caparisoned, as a token of their approbation.

uch, alas! is the instability of man: it is principle alone,
deeply and radically imbibed, that can secure him from the
allurements of wealth and pleasure; and lamentable must
be the policy of that government which can place its highest
trusts in any other hands than those directed by virtue and
wisdom. .

The history of Arnold’s desertion, with theTamented fate
of the amiable and gallant major Andre, is too well known
to require insertion. See Ramsay, ii. 194204, and p. 3, i.
235; Life of . iv. 327. 332, &ec. ' . .

334. Of three proud veterans—Williams, Vanwert, Pav?
ding, were the names of the three militiamen who so pably
refused major Andre’s tempting offers. The thanksof Con-
gress were voted them,  and a silver medal, with an in-
-acription expressive of their fidelity and patrietism, was di-
rected to be presented to tach of them. Inaddition to this
flattering testimony of their worth, and as a further evidence
of national gratitude, 200 dollars per annum during life,
to be paid in specie, or an equivalent in current money,
was voted to each of them.” "Zifeof W. iv. 347-8. S~
Raomsay, ii. 197-8. D
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Celumbia’s Gibraltar to oyr power. 835

Arnold ! brave, indefatigable chief! :

Whom patience, perseverance, fortitude,

Whom elevated'soul and dignity, .

Have mark’d for highest honours and rewards;

Him since his ingrate country hath contemn’d,. 340

Let it be ours to greet and dignify ;

And if our prince Abaddon envy not

His second title to an earthly guest, .

For not his scorpion-locusts have destroy’d ‘

More of the human race than Arnold’s wrath, 345

Let this his condescension be enroll’d -

In our state office, and in hell’s confines

Let Arnold’s title be Apollyon.”

Instant hell’s palace rang with loud acclame.

« Apollyon, Apollyon {” was cried ; ‘ 350

“ Hail our new prince! Apollyon! All hail!”

When Satan thus resum’d ; “To crown the whole, .

The Indian war-hoop through the distant north, ¢

And south, and west resounds; their hostile files,

Led by a Johnston, Butler, and a Brendt, T 855
335. Columbia’s Gibraltar—Westpoint, 4 strong and im-

portant post built for the defence of the North river, was

called the Gibraltar of America. This post Arnold had en-

ﬁpged, for a stipulated‘sum of money, to betray into the
ands of the British forces. Ramsay, ii. 194—6. ]
342. baddon—*< And they (the locusts with tails like

scorpions) had a king over them, which is the angel of the

bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abad-

don, but in the Greck tongue hath his pame Apollyon.’’
Revelation, ix. 11. :

- 355. Johnston, Butler, and a Brendt,—O°¢the horrible cru-
elties attendant upon Indian warfare, and the impolicy of
using them, I shall have occasion to speak hereafter, and
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Have without mercy scalp’d and tomahawk’d

The arm’d and unarm’d innocence and guilt,

Sparing nor helpless age, nor youth, nor sex.

Ye have the total of our princely deeds; -

And now Columbia with her Washington 360
Had fallen beneath our arm, but that her plaints
Have reach’d the pitying Louis, who, misled °

indeed the American history abounds with thesad relation ;
but for the aythority of the abovementioned names thereader

. may consult Remsay, i. 228-9; ii. 26—8; 144—6. Life of I,
iv. 23—8 ; 30 note, 505-6 ; 565 note. Belham, ii. 376-7. See
Extract of a letter from col. Butler to sir Guy Carlton, Aug.
15,1777, in Aimon’s Deb. viii. 226. 287. Mr. Wilkes, in his
speech, Nov. 18, 1777, exclaims ; ‘¢ Are the scalping-knife
aud tomahawk necessary calamities of war? Are they in-
separable from it? God forbid! I have read, sir, a late pro-
clamation of that great general and preacher Mr. Burgoyne,
which is shocking to a civilized and generous nation,—He
boasts that he will give stretch to the Indian forces under his
direction, and they amount to thousands. Merciful Heaven'
thousands of Indian savages let loose by the command of a
British general against our brethren in America! Human
nature sﬁrinks back from such a scene. At his heels leasht
in, like hounds, should famine, sword and fire crouch for
employment.— What, sir, has been, and continues, the con-
duct of the Indian savages in war ? Is it not to exercisethe
most shocking cruelties on their enemies without distine-
tion of ege or sex? The conduct of this war goes on a par
with its principle. Has the feeble old man, the helpless in-
fant, the defenceless female, ever experienced the tender
mercies of an Indian savage? He drinks the blood of his
enemy, and his favourite repast is on human flesh,’ &c.—
Almon’s Deb. viii. p. 10-11.

362. the pitying Louis,—His most Christian Majesty Louis
XV1. conformably to the preliminaries proposed by his secre-
tary Mr. Gerard, entered, Feb. 6, 1778, ‘* into treaties of
amity, commerce, and alliance with the United States on the
footing of the most perfect eqaality and reciprocity.”” The
commissioners on the part of the Americans were Dr, Frank-
lin, Mr. Silas Deane, and Mr. Arthur Lee ; and the count e
Vergennes, minister for foreign affairs, was the person who

\

e —— o ————— gl



2. - WASHINGTON, ROOK &

‘By Deane and Vergenues, sends them timely aid

Of men and gold. Now Washingtoa’s proud bopes
Surpass all bounds: see where the chieftain dusts 365
His rapid march, with all hiis motley troops, -
Through the Virginian deserts, and those plains
Where prescient vultures hover, and where dogs
And ravenous wolves watch with fell eagerness
Their destin’d prey ; where horrid spectres gleam, 370
Making night vightjess, and nought else is heard
But shrieks, and howls, and clangs, and loud laments:
There must we meet him with the force of hell
Rang’d in close phalanx, and deep’ serried file;

For there perchance we once may try again ~ 373
The strength of Michael with the heavenly host
Cloth’d in new arms, of which they stand in peed,
Since erst witly well-devised enginery '

Them of their ancient afmour we despoil’d

And be ye not dismay’d; for ’tis decreed 380
That on that fatal day some-potent chief

Shall cease to rule : O may this conquering a}m;
This arm my God, my only God in whom

1 put my trust, enforce the blest decree! -

principally conducted the conferences on the part of H. M.
€. Majesty. See Ramsay, ii. 60—8 ; compare Life of W.
iii. 434. 446, &e. ¥ The joy of the Americans produced
by this event was unbounded.” See Life of . iv. 20.
366. motiey troops,—There was such a deficiency of cloth-
ing among the American troops, that upon their junction
with their Freneh allies they felt considerable degradation.
<« Some whole lines, officers as well as men, were shabby,
and a great proportion of the privates were without shirts.”
Ramsay, ii. 193. - :
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Then shall our kingdom stand, and hell again 385
For lengthen’d ages triumph o’er mankind,

But since far other cares your prince’s time -

Must now employ to aid the'public weal,

And, above all, with circumspective eye

To watch the deep desigus of Michael’s soul, 390
"Tis fit that we should delegate our power

To some intrepid chieftain ; and to whom

With greater safety can we trust command

Than to hell’s favourite, thee, brave Moloch! thee?
’Twas thou with Mammon and with Belial join’d,
Who first into the breasts of ministers- - 306
And rulers didst instil oppression: rank,

And:those despotick laws that never fail,.

Sooner or late, to stir rebellion'up,

And civil war, which being uatimely rais’d 400"
Do but augment the powers of the strong,

401. Dobutaugment, §c.—Upon this subject thercader will
possibly be gratified with perusing the opinion of the cele-
brated sir John Barnard, whe, speaking of the rebellion of
1745, observes ; ¢ Can any onesuppose that such a calamity
could be brought upon us, without some neglect or miscon-
duct in those whose duty it was to guard against every pos-
sible calamity ? I shall'not say that this was a wilful neglect,
_ or that any minister thereby designed to furnish the disaf:
fected with an opportunity to rebel ; but this I will say, that
an unsuccessful rebellion is always of great use to a minister;
because it serves to:increase and establish his power, and fur:
nishes him with an opportunity te gratify many of his friends,
as well as to be revenged -of some of his enemies. No rebel-
lion can therefore break out in this country, but-what must
wiford matter of suspicion against those who happen to be
our ministers at the time. 1If the rebellion proceeds from
disaffection, it is to be suspected that the minister, for his
osvn private ends, furnished' them with an-opportunity to
rebel ;. if from discontent, it is to be suspected that the xai.

0 . .

e
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That hell admiv'd-thy wisdom ; and thy valeur, -
Thy desperate valour is so known to all,
As needs no tongue of mine to blage it forth : i
'Tis of that valour now we have great need ; 405
We must not barter, we must wage the war.
Take then she imperial standard, for to thee.
We delegate command in this dire strife;
Quick to Virginia skim thy. rapid way
_ With all our horrent legions ; there agon 430
Qurself will meet thee, wrapt in other form, ’
Darkness, or cloud, or else some animal,
Some vulture, or perchance that sighted bird
That looks with eyes undazzled at the sun.
Haste then, begone ; there is ne time for words ;. 415
'Take the command, and $atan’s will be done.”
Thus spake the prince of darkness, while his eyes
Flashed thick Gorgenic flames. He spake, nov
sat; | ' . 4
His ponderous lirbs resting on that fam’d spear
Whose glittering top iltam’d the vaolted dome. 420
And new, obedieat:to his prince’s wi!l,
Azazel had unfurl’d the mighty ensign,
‘When Mammen with complacant loeks. uprose,
. And with persuasive words address’d his prince ;
* With you, great leader ! will I end my speech, 425
With you begin it ; for on you depead
nister, by his oppression, designedly provoked:them £o rebel;
and as a reasonable suspicion is always good ground fo in-

«airy, Ithink it ought upon every cccasion to be the cer-
tain consequence of a rebellion Debrett’s Deb. ii. p. 59,
Oct, 20,1745, ‘ o

a Tt 1
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Our firmest hopes ; bat well, O prince! you kaow,
For nothing. does eseape your pisacing sye,

That Mammon has ot spac’d or toil er paius,

To cempass those: great/ensde you bave desige’d. 430
My favour’d isle, and favowr’d justly is,

For tho’ among the wise and better part

My influence ia feeble, et the earth

Scarce bolds.a spet 30 dear nato my seul,

Abundant so in. vesariess for here . 435
My altars smoks. with unaxtinguish’d incense,

Before my idol is profusely powrd

Incessant adoration ; scazce one being

In heaven, or earth, ov heil, is wrever'd:

This favour’d spet have I just left, mosbere. 449
Had Mammon.oow hees seen, bat to refill

His cofidrs seven times emptied: much I fear

That even hell will cence the vast sapply.

But though I’ve dearly hought, yet have I well
Seens’d what [ have bought: What if I’ve lost 448
Some solitary few, whom Chatham’s woice

And inhred patriot worth have, ere too late,
Recover’d from my grasp; yet have I gain’d
Britain’s whole host of hirelings to my flock,

Whose minds my lessons. have so deep impress’d 450
That nothing can erase them. Thus I’ve taught:

“ Banish thy conseiance ;. for it ia a despor

That ruleswith arbitrary sway, and yrelds %
No harvest o its owner. Exxwpm ‘
All principle; for principle reguires -
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In the straight line of virtue ; but the ways

Of men being crooked wiys, it will not lead

To honours, titles, dignities, or wealth.

Forsake thy friends ; for well the courtier knows
That friendship is, like virtue, but a name, 464
A mere ideal semblance, nothing real.

And above all, assume the patriot’s tongue

Till you have gain’d your will, which when obtain’d
React the despot ; for what is a people? 465
An ignorant mass made to obey the laws;

’Tis wealth alone is wise and ought to rule.

And when you wish to triumph o’er men’s rights,
Tell them in sounding triplets they are free.

Then let your preamble be full of words. 470

- 466. made to obey the laws ;—See Belsham, vi. 13, where
a noted bishop is mentioned as declaring ; ¢ that speculative-
and philosophical disquisitions upon the subject of govern-
ment, thouih they might be.allowed, did more harm thes
good; but that public discussions of such topics eught to be
prevented : and that he did not knew, in fact, wiat the mass
of the peo, le in any oountry had to-do with the laws but to obey
them.’ Y}; Lockes ! ye Sidneys! ye Hampdens! ye Frank-
lins ! I think I see'your noble spirits smiling at the puny effu-
sions of upstart presumption ; I think I see your indignation
more kindled at the patient apathy of the hearers, than at
the daring boldness of the deliverer of such degmas. -But
this alas | is but one small link in that great chain of causes-
and effects, which are fast leading to the destruction of the
British constitution. See a similar sentiment to the bishop’s
delivered by lord ‘G. Germaine, Debrett, vii. 107.

470. Then let your preamble—That the preamble of a bill.
has not unfrequently been atvarianee with its-clauses, is a
tomplaint of long standing in this country. Our best law--
yers and statésmen have too often had reason to express
their disapprobation at such a proceeding. See the speeches
of Dunning, Fcb. 17, 1777, Almon’s Dsb. vi. 239—241;
Lord Shelburne, Nov. 10, 1775, . v.68. Sir John Bar-
mard, March 10, 1740, Chandler’s i eb. xii- 270.




BOOK I, OR LIBERTY RESTORED. b 4

Sweet as Hybleean honey, when your laws;,

Whether enacting, or declaratory,

Are most subversive of the people’s rights ;

. Or otherways, amid sonre/other clauses

Of various import, foist by silent stealth 475
Some dubious clawse with latent mischief fraught;
And if the people should in tumult rise,

{For action and reaction equal are,)

Send them to battle *gainst the friends of man :

Tell them such friends are natural enemies, 480
Who to maintain the blest relations

Of peace and amity are incapable.

And in one period to embrace the whole,

Do as you would not others do te you.’

Thus bave ] taught, O prince! and my success 485
Has ’en surpass’d my most gigantick bopes;

" 474. amid some other clanses, §¢.—This is another pit
ministerial dexterity of still longer standing than the on
i was Eandulenity appen fn o cempt

“a was fram & in te exemp

of Wales from paying she sixpence in the pound, onlg
vilist mooey, m amounted to upwards of 10
Chandler’s Deb: ix. p. vit. MinuteX'of the third Sessior
Under this head may be ranged the various encroachy
in the Mutiny Aets. See the speech of Mr. Harley,
%, 17601, Chamiler, uii, 141-2. Mr. Thomton o
speech om the Militia Bill, Nov. 1751, savs; *I mu:
however omit ta take nofice that the militia Jaws have
spoited by design, some villaimous clanses having bee
fully intrnded into them, which were previpusly

be such as would render them entirely nseless.”” Del
Deb. iii. 113. See sir W. Meredith’s speech, Jan. 24,
Debrett, vi. 156, and the complaints of Mr. Grey an
M. of Lansdowne concerning the surreptitious clause
?&P;al:igxe salutary restrictions of the Bank, Beltha
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All Europe knows it, for it feels my power}
E’en Asia forgets her Mahomet, .
Aund bows the knee to Mammon. But I’ve fail’d-

In one important point ;| not allmy arts 490

So manifold, and various,. can seduce
The haughty soul of Chatham ; he, proud peer,
Disdains all compromise ; his eloquence ’

. Thunders and lightens through the British- senate;

And rives their very hearts; not even North 495
With all bis haughtiness and pomp of power,

Not Hillsborough’s frown, nor Grenville’s potent

tongue : .
Can stop the mighty torrent : much I dread

38 ' WASHINGTON, - so0x 1.

.[he dire effect ; already Rockingham, -~ - 499

With Shelburne, Conway, Saville, Grafton’s duke,

Richmond, with Granby, Sawbridge, Dunning, Wray, -

B

i 497. Grenville's potent tongue—Mr. Grenville was the cele-

brated author of the measure of taxing America, a measure
-which the sagacity of a Walpole thought too hazardous to |

venture upon ; but said that ¢ he should leave it to some

more daring successor in office to make the experiment.”

See Belskam, i. 112—118. 320.

t 499. Rockingham, §c.—These patriotic defenders of the
-rights and liberties of their brethren in America were abl.
-and warmly supported by their compatriots, Dowdeswel
‘Wilkes, Hartley, Fuller; Luttrell, Johnstone, lords John
and George Cavendish, &c. &c. But their efforts were
,vain, and the consequences were such as must always: be
« expected from the direction of passion and imbecillity. That
some of these statesmen afterwards forgot the prnciples
.upon which they had acted during the American troubles,
is a truth which every honest man must deplore ; but it

was no part of the poet’s duty to omit paying the debt ‘of

atitude to those men whose exertions contributed 8¢
rgely to the happiness of our transatlantick brethren.
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Camden and Barré, Beckford, Burke and Fox,

Second the patriot’s efforts ; and so second,

As when Aarora from the roseate bed

Of her Tithonus rising slow, dispels : 505
The vapours of the night ; but this be mrine -
With these replenish’d coffers to forefend.

Ask every Briton what he loves most dear,

He'll tell you Liberty, nor would he lend

One momentary aid to enslave mankind, 510
Much less his brethren of the self same blood,
Langoage, and manners, but that sophistry,
Miscalled eloquence, and Gorgian lore,

" Which makes the worse appear the bétter cause,
Freezes the genuine instinct of his soul : - 515
Forgetting principle, he trusts in men ;

This is his bane ; could he but once be tanght
To trust men less,. and principle leve more,
Notall the arts of hell and earth combin’d

509. He'll tell yox Laberty, ¢ There is (said the duke of
Buckingham, Oct. 13, 1675,) a thing called liberty, which,
whatsoever some men may think, is that the people of Eng-
land are fondest of; it is that they will nev-r part with ; and is

. that His Majesty (Car. I )in his speech has promised us to

+ takea particular care of.”’ Timberland’s ! ords” Debates, i. 164.
True; the people of England never will part with ‘it; it is
their birthright ; it has descended to them from their Saxon
progenitors, and their history will tell its enemies that they
have frequently gone very great lengths to preserveit. ¢ God
send the prerogative touch not our liberty I’ was the excla-
mation oF the people in the time of Elizabeth, which give
such offence to Elr. Secretary Cecil; and perhaps other
secretaries would be equally offended we=~ ¢hax =ase &
thim—God send that corraption destro)
Yion! Cobbet’s Parl. Hist. i. 936. See Be
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Could do him farther harm. Britannia too, 5%

That virgin goddess, spuras my proffer’d aid ; |

She cast a wistful leok to western skies,

¢ *Tis not my deed,” she cried, and sped her flight

To where Gibraltar towers above the clouds,

And by her Elliot pours destructive fire -525

Upon the astounded foe. Still Mammon’s powers

Are not enfeebled; this Columbia knows,

And knowing feels for all her enemies,

Owe not their frail existence but to me.

But now I must return, my ceffers fill’d, 550

Yet with firm hope at time’s appointed hour

To meet brave Molach on the phins of death.”
8carce had he ended, and his priace’s eye

Glanc’d approbation, when Azazel tail . _

Unfurl’d hell’s streaming ensign to the soond 525

Of countless clarions, Bat no loud acclame,

No universal shout new courage rais’d,

For o’er the fiery surge a sudden blast,

Surcharged with sulphurous and with-nitrous smoke,

Impregnate with inflammable, rush’d forth = 540

With fell impetuosity, and consam’d

Instant the imperial streamer. Satan stood

Speechless ; and e’en with horrour Moloch gaz'd.

As when some subteryanean wind confin’d

In ZEtna’s sulphurous womb sudden expands, 1545

Struggliog for birth, and pours whole torrenté oul

Of liquid lava o’er the fertile plains .

Of Sicily ; nor mound, nor dam can stop
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Its wide destructive course, but herds, and flocks,
Aod farms, and woods, and plains ave all de-
stroy’d ; . s5a
This when the wretched shepherd sees from far,
He first with sileat horrour views the waste,
But soon gives way to grief and lamentation ;
So view’d the infernal host their favourite sign .
Consum’d before their eyes. But Moloch’s soul,
Recover’d fiom its trance, which serv’d to inflame
His wrath tenfold, as some fam’d combatant,
Faint with continued toil, by partial rest
Imbibes new vigour, and renews the war
Anidst applauding thousands, so the fiend 560
’Rapt in himself seiz’d on the burning staff,
And holding high in air; ‘“ Revenge,” he cries,
“Revenge, revenge ; under this ensign die
Or conquer.” “ Die or conquer,” echoed back 1
From furthest hell the long-resounding host. 565 w
Aad now the bristling legions *gan to rise - |
From off the burning marle, and in mid air 1
Floated in depth immense, while from their arms
A gleamy horrour lighten’d thro’ the expanse.
Nor did they long await their furious chief, 570 !
Who strajght in the midst commanded Azazel
To uprear tne half-burat standard; which dread
sign
When Beelzebub, who led the vanguard, saw,
Oonward he rush’d with more than whirlwiud’s force
Through the iron gates of hell, and o’er the bridge
| Of Chaos rapid skimm’d téle murky way 576
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Up to 'the realm of light; him Moloch saw

Witlr joy so zealous in the cause, and now

Press’d on him hard, grinning a ghastly grin,

And hissing slaughter from his borrid jaws. 580
And now, with Bacchaualian roar, Chemos

The obscene, and lewdest Belial led on

The rear, with all its devilish enginry, '

And pass’d hell’s bounds ; the dyiag clarion now
Was scarcely heard, and Satan pensive steod . 585
Pondering within his solitary breast

The dark decrees of fate ; pensive he stood

And gaz’d on Pandeemonium; but sense

Returned soon; for lo! before his eyes 590
The hell-wrought palace gradually suak

Iato the fiery surge, and not & trace’

Was left behind. < Enough, enough !” he oried,
AVhile tears angelick pour’d adown his cheeks,

* | want no other omen ; well I know ~ 595
My end’s at hand ; but by this speaf I swear,

Which shall full soon be drench’d in human bloed,
That earth shall rue my fall.” He said, and tarn’d
T’ward his ethereal steeds, and glittering car,

Whose wheels were wrought of adamant, and roll’d
On platinzan axle, while the spokes 601
Of radiant urim pour’d celestial light :

‘The body of some nev&-digcéver’d substance,

Metallic, ar carbonic, or lignose, .
But not yet analyz’d by mortal hand. : 6OS
Into this flaming car the chieftain vaults;

-And the ethgtea] ;teeds, who know his will, .

]
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And need nor goad nor spur, no sooner feel
The awful presence of their mighty chief,

"Fhan quick as forked lightning with one bound 610

Spring from hell’s confines to Columbia’s Alps.
There Satan sat, watching with keenest eye
The motions of his foe, and round aboat

In circling volumes pous’d hell's darkest clouds,

BND OF TBE FIRST 300K.
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T zanscespext Mind! For by what higher name
Can the confined intellect of man
‘Address thee, or adore theey Great Unknown!
To whom infinite is finite, and the obscure
Lucid as thy own sun’; who fill’st all space, 3
All time with thy incomprehensible.
Blest above all the blest! Since mortal tongue
‘Without thy holy influence neught avails,
- To whom compar'd the human intellect
- 1s but a glow-worm te the orb of day, 10
And preéent, past, and future, all are one;
Grant ne thy heavenly aid, and deign to guide
My wandering thoughts, while I describe to men
That vast beneficence which hath remov’d
Thue film of darkness from the human eye, 15
And let in light. Blest, trebly blest is he,
Whom thou hast chosen to fulfil thy will

1. Tramscendent Mind !—Novs ioww & ©xds, & mdvra ive-
Tagdyos xai ddway 1o war. Plut. deVita Homeri, i, sect. 114,
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©n earth, nor yet unblest that tongue which dares
Under thy guidance such great aets recouat,

Of all the evils/that bave scourg’d mankind, 20
From the beginniug of the world till now,

There is not one so adverse to the will

Of God, and upright man, as that of war, .
That mad, unnatural, fabricated ill.

Whence, then, it may be ask’d, has this fell scourge
So long oppress’d mankind? ’Tis ignorance,. 20
The rankest ignorance, at once the cause,.

And also the effect; ’tis this alone '

Which man impels his fellow-man to slay, {
And long hath delug’d all the world with blood. 30 |
That a frail mortal, whose short life to ills  * 2
Unnumber’d subject, should unpitying stand ‘
’Mid slaughter’d thousands, and recount with joy

33. andrecount withjoy—So Par, Lost, xi. 691; See Reg.iii. 7.
" * To overcome 1n battle, and subdue
Nations, and bring home spoils with infinite -
Map-shaughter, shall be held the highest pitch
Of ‘human glory, and for glory-done
triumph, to be stil’d great conquerors,. .
_5atrpn§ of manl;'ind', Gods, and sons of Gods,
estroyers rightlier call’d, and plagues of men.
Unfonunaotz:y thege glorious destroy:r:,g:ﬁesé, triumphant’
plagues of men, oecupy the wholé volume of history, whether
ancient or madern, sacred or prophane: and yet the hypo-
.crites profess to worship that Being who requires of usto do-
Jjustly, and to love mercy ; and to venerate that Saviour, who
endeavoured to bring peace on earth, and good will towards
men. But a “transcendently excellent Being must regard
with displeasure whatever has a tendency to disturb the
moral order, happiness, and harmony of his creation.” And
if he regards it with displeasure, he must, he will put an
end to it. The worldis inits infancy; when it puts on the
toga of manhood, it will throw off childish things. See
Belsham’s Ilist. G. 11 vi. 348,

r
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The horrid desoiation he hath caus’d ;

The wives whom he hath widowed ; and the sons 35
Whose fathers’ blood his murderous blade hath spilt ;
And call this glory ! \O/my God()(My God!

Grant that such Glory may be far remov’d

From me and mine! Thy owa vast thoughts and acts
So instantaneous are, that to our eyes 40
They seem as one, yet well thou know’st that man
Mast thro’ the gates of evil pass to good,

And from the effect alone can learn the cause ;

And dear bought is that knowledge : but the time,

1 speak prophetick, but I speak from truth, 45
The time will come, when wars at leagth wiill cease,
Full well I know some barbarous conflicts yet

Must desolate our race, until that hour,

That happy hour arrive, which then will coms;
Whoen the two rival natiens of the earth 30

50, Whenthe two rival nationt, §c.— Between our two
countries, (saidthe French to the British monarch, an.1792,)
‘new connections ought to take place. I think I see the re-
mains of that rivalship which has done so much mischief to
both daily wearing away. It becomes two kings who have
distinguished their reigns by a constant desire to promote’
the happiness of their people, to connect themselves by
such ties as will appear to be duvable in proportion as the
two nations shall have clearer views of their own interests. 1
eonsider the success of the alliance, in which I wish you to
concur with as much zealas I do, as of the highest import-
ance; 1 consider it ag necessary to the stabikily of the respec-
tive constitutions, and the internal tranquilhity of our two
kingdoms ; and I will add, that our union ougkt to command

ace to Europe.”” Could a prophet have delivered great-
er truths ? In the same spirit is written the letter of the
First Consul to His Britannick Majesty, Dec. 25, 1799.
s How can two most enlightened nations of F.urope, power-
ful and strong beyond what their safety and independenee

~
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Shall see the folly of their private hate, .
And, firmly knit in hand and heart, restore
To suffering man his liberties and laws.
But this depends notionthein witlalone,
But on the will of Him, whose heavenly light 55
Must first illunie their minds, and further yet ‘
" Remove the mist of ignorance from their ey.es..
Long had mankind, submissive te the rod
Of their despotick rulers, patient Lorn
Their most oppressive burthens, and obey’d,
With sup. rstitious reverence, those laws ;
Which the caprice and arbitrary will
Of their proud rulers fram’d, Nor had they yet
Dar’d to assert their rights, they knew them not,
And ignorance was weakness, which their logds. 65
Turn’d to their own account ; and if perechance
require, sacrifice to ideas of vain greatness ‘the benefits of
commerce, internal prosperity, and the happiness of families?
How is it that they do not feel that peace is of the first ne-
cessity, as well as of the first glory !—Franceand England, by
the gbuse of their strength, may still for a long time, to H0
misfortune of all mations, retard the period of their being
¢xhausted. ~ But I will venture to say it, the fate of all citr
kised nations is attached to the termination of a war whichin-
volves the whole world.”” Prophecy again ! and the pro-
f|pbe4:y will be remembgred when the scornful rejection 1
orgotten. Nor must I omit to record that noble sentiment
expressed by the First Consul to Mr. Fox in 1802 ; « that
the globe might be considered as inhabited by two greatna-
tions, the eastern and the western: and that hostilities be-
tween any of the powers of Europe must be regarded as &
species of civil war.”’ Belsham, iv. 458 ; vii. 306-7 ; viii. 420-
ee the note. Jd. 391 ; and see Append. E. to Miles’s Letter 0
the Prince of Wales.
“ Tanton’ placuit concurrere motu,

Jupiter, =terna gentes in pace futuras?” |
’ g En. xii 504
|

|
|
I
|
|
|
i
I
|
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f'Oppression wak’d a muermaur in their breasts,
Religion forward stept, and thus proclaim’d ;
“Kings are the Lord’s anointed, by God’s grace
jf'l’hey tiold their heavenly mission, ‘murmur not,” ' 70
Lest as proud Pharaoh’s host, who dared of old

To oppose the will of Heaven, ye too be plang’d
Into a sea of woe; ye are prophaae,

Suff necked, ignorant, am irdm race,

And must be rul’d ; we are the chosen few, 75
The golden race, by Wisdom lunfinite

Selected and illum’d; we then alone

Koow what is right and fit; your murmurs cease,
‘And if ye w‘ould be sav'd, obey our will.”

Long pause ensued, for much she people lov’d, 80
And fear’d their pastors; till at last their ills
Increased 0, that neither fear.nor love

69. by God's grace, §c.—Blackstone, towards the conclu-
sion of his excellent chapter upon the King and his Title,
b. i ch. 3, observes, that « divine indefeasible hereditary
fight, when coupled with the doctrine of unlimited passive

ience, is surely of all constitutions the most thoroughly
slvish and dreadful.”” What then must be the feeling o%the
British patriot when'he hears such sentiments as the follow-
ing delivered by an English Bishop before the House of
Lords, Jan. 30, 1793. ¢ Giod to his own secret purposedirects
the worst actiens of tyrants no less than the best of godly
Princes : man’s abuse, therefore of his delegated authority, is
tobe borne by reaignation ,likeany other of God's judgments.
The opposition o
opposition to God’s providential arrangements,” &c. Our an-
cestors at the glorious revolution held averv different doc-
ine, and acted upon very different principles—principles
that have been confirm’d by our best lawyers, and imﬁzed
have become the maxims of the law itself. ¢ Rex debet esse
tublege, quia lex facit regem.”” See Blackstone, b. 1. ch. vii.
Belskam, v. 45-6.

74 am iron race—See Aristot. Polit. lib. ii. p. 319.

the indjvidual to the sovereign power isan '
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Could silence thém, and thus ghey loud complam’d
* If kings by grace divine appointed are

To rule and govern, and if ye, O priests! 85
The chosea few, whom Wisdom Infinite

Guides and illumes; why do not then your words
And actions right accord? The heavenly power

Is merciful, and good, and net a bird

Falleth unto the ground without his care; 90
While ye, who, as ye say, derive your power
From his divine appointinent, merciless,

Your people with oppressions overload,
And tho' we fall in thousands to the earth g
Obeying your commands, ye neither grieve 95
Nor yet lament our fall, and if ye weep,

Ye weep unpitying, nor yet relax ]
Our grievous burthens. First by your own acts
Shew your Q1V|ne appointment ; be ye kind,

Be merciful, be as your father is; 100
And our obedience, and our gratitude
_ Shall prompt repay your bounty, and your love.”

" Thus spake the injur’d péo;)le, and the press. .
~“That happiest invent of the human mind,

Spl'"ead far and wide their plaiats; and reasoning

men . - 105

Began to ponder deeply what was meant

By God’s anointed, and the grace divine.

But time was not yet come, and the hearts of kings
By this discussion were yet harden’d more.

And now the most excruciating pains, 110
And racks, and wheels, and tortures hortrible,

-
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Such as not aneiept fable e’er devis’d

For punishments in hell, were yet devis'd

By the wicked wit of man to punish maa.

Obedience implicit was the\rule, 115
The only rule, by which uahappy man

Could measure his existence. Creeds of faith

Were made and unmade at the mere caprice

Of priests and: synods, and the few who dar’d

To deubs their rectitade drew on themeelves 120
Severe affliction. Gracious God ! How oft

Amid their torments have these apright men

Invok’d thy holy name, and cried aloud;

“0 Lord! Receive our soul; it is for thee

And thy trush®s sake we suffer ; but forgive 12
These our tormventors, epen their-eyes, O Lord!

That they may see thy glory, and become

The vindicators of thy ways to man.

Crant that our sufferings may diffese around

The peepled earth, the light of trath and thee.” 130
The Almighty heard iu pert the martyrs’ prayers,
And part thie winds dispers’d. The light of truth
Began to dawn upon the human mind,

But no tight dawn’d upon the minds of kings;

But purple-finger'd Persecution - 185
Stalk’d round the globe with vast gigantick strides,
Her-head amid the clouds, her feet on earth.

The Almighty saw that man, whom in his image

He had created, and who breath’d his breath,

Had quite forgot his heavenly origin, 14n
And all those lovely prec;pu. which b
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Of mercy and forgiveness ; and instead
Had dar’d to trespass on his Maker’s rights,
And take away that life he could not give,
The Almighty'saw, and sawiit was not good, 145
But call’d no council to deliberate,
On what was right and proper ; for what need
. Of slow deliberation to that Being
Whose thoughts are acts, all-perfect, and all-wise:
And thus He spake; ¢ Let Freedom’s sacred
light ’ 150
Rise o’er the earth ;’ and Freedom’s light avose.
Heaven heard the cheering sound ; Earth saw the |
light ;

And Heaven and Earth re-ecboed mutual joy,

And firit-Helvetia’s brave and hardy sons,
By the sacred warmth invigorate, arese 155
From their deep slumber, and recal’d to mind
Their noble ancestry, that brav’d so long -
The Roman tyrants, who would have impos’d
The slavish yoke upon their stabborn necks;
And thus amid the dssembled statés uprose 160
The intrepid Tell ; long time his free-hora soul
Had spurn’d the Austrian Albert’s iron yeke ;
Albert that tyrant who disdain’d to hear
The people’s just complaints, nor would redress
Their violated rigﬁts, but with a rod
Of jron-rul’d ; und-thus the hero-spake;
“ Fneddc, Warrioars, Coontrymen' The time it

come .

When our oppressed country lomlly cnl]a

-

" 165
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With more than mortal voice on all her soas,

To cast the yoke of slavery from their necks, 170
Or perish in the attempt. Have ye forgot

What time your haughty nobles ye expell’d

For violation of your charter’d rights?

And when those despats charg’d you with rebellion
Before the Imperial Rodolph ; bave ye forgot 175
With what besignant aspect that wise prinee .

Heard your complaints, approved all your acts,
Confirm’d yoar ancientrights,. and granted new ?

Aud will ye now bow down your suppliant necks .

- Beneath the haughty Albert’s ison yoke, 180

Who isas much unlike his noble sire,
As mid-hight darkness is the risen sun?
What confiscations, fines, imprisonmeants,

~ What horrid tortures daily have we borne

Without redress, for if .we but complain i85
Our miseries are doubled! And now, as if

To shew how. far tyrannick wantonness

Can spert with homan feelings, see where Griesler

Oar arbitrary despot, Albert’s tool, :
Hath set his mark of stavery in Altorf, . 190
And order’d all on pain of instant death

To bow before it ; and those suppliant slaves

Who will obey the order, let them live,

'190. his mark of slavery—Griesler, the tyrannical gover-
Bor of Ury, had set his cas upon a post in the market-place
of Altorf,"and commanded every person to pull off -his hat
it on pain of death.  See Salmon’s Modern History, vol.
4. p. 257 ; from whence the historical part of this, and the
following’hook, is chiefly derived.
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Old Tell will spura the tyrant.” Here his voice

Stopt utterance, for his heart was full ; and now 193

The vales of Altorf rang with Joud acclame,

And all Helvetis’s sons-beteok to/arms,

But Griesler’s heart was harden’d, and his eyes

Were stricken bliad by Heaven’s celestial wrath,

For thus it is with tyrqnts; they nor care, 200

Nor feel for human misery, but proceed

With blind infatuation,” hesping ills

On ills reiterate, until at last

The limping feet of justice overtake '

Their long repeated injuries, and they T2

Unwept, unpitied, unlamented die.

Aad such was Griesler’s fate; madden’d with rage

The insensate tyrant seiz’d the aged sire,

Whose venerable locks, and grave aspect

Had to commiseration mov’d e’en brytes, 210
_ And with out-wanton’d wantonness inflicts

A punishment, that e’en malignity,

Come hot from deepest bell, could scarce have fram’d.

This venerable hero had a son,

Born in his age,” his hope, and prop of life, 215

In whom Helvetia saw the father’s worth,

And mark’d him for her-own : him Griesler’s guards,
- Eager to obey their master, instaat seiz’d,

And brought before the tyrant, who with smiles

Deeply malignant thus the sire address’d ; 220

¢ And think’st thon, haughty rebel! that a rout

Of unarm’d rabble can 'my power defy,

Back’d by the strength of Austrian Albert’s arm?
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. Know, base-born slave! who beas’st a name un-
. koows,

Even unto thy couatrymean, that thou, 225
And such as thow, whom Heaveo hath plac’d beneath
Our rule and guidance, sheald with fear and awe
Name e’en our name, much léss dispute our will.

But since with impious tongue thou dar’st to doubt -
The-wisdom of our acts, and hast forgot 230
Our heavenly appointment, know 't is fit

A bright example should be made of thee,

' And this thy offspring ; hear theu our resolve ;

Soon as the morning sun shall gild the tops-

Of yon prond mountains with its early rays, 239
Theeand thy son my guards shall straight conduct
Uato the market-place of Altorf, thers

On pain of instant death to him, and thee,

I charge thee aim thy arrow at an apple-
-Plac’d on the youngster’s head, which if thou miss 240
Thou certain diest : .thys-shall these rebels know

The power of bim whom they have dar’d provoke.”
| Thus spake the tyrant, and the.heart of Tell,
Whom even dungeons, aud the keen¢st racks
Had scarce appall’d; paternal lgve, and fear- 245
Transpierced through; and thus with faultenng

tongue

The veteran exclaim’d; * 0 spare. my son !

His youth, his innocence do loudly plead
In his behalf; I am alone the cause ; ,
Let me then only die; Istand prepar’d.”, 25Q

But tyrants know no mercy in their wrath,
F2
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*Tis on the feelings of mankind they act,

Aund how they outrage these is not their care.
Thus Griesler, when be saw the aged sire -
Sbrink back,with, horreur| from his demn’d decree,
His harden’d heart rejoic’d with double joy, 256
And grinving malice thus the despot spake ;
‘“ Have I at last, theu proud rebellious ! found |
The means to curb thy daring spirit? Know
That Griesler ne’er recalls what is pronounc’d; 260
And mark, one moment shouldst thou hesitate, ‘
That momeat dies thy son before thy face.”
Hesaid, and straight the guards their prisonerslodg’d
In a deep dungeon’s sad security.

Aud now the circling Hours led forth the Sun 265
Thro’ the eastern gates of heav’n ;i when Altorfs
‘ sons,

Wheom sleep, that sooths the cares of other men,
Had nor refresh’d nor sooth’d, for if perchance
Some minds oppress’d with overwhelming toil

- Sunk into wakeful slumbers, phantoms dire, 270
And all that fancy unrestrain’d by jud&ment |
Could form, or feature to affrighted minds

Rose into view, but most of all the fate

Of their revered Tell, which, being unknown,

Was trebly horrible, filled all with woe. o2
But now they rose, call’d by the radiate beams

Of the far-piercing sun. Them Melchdal saw

277, 285, 286. Arnold Melchdal, Walter Furst, and Wer-
ner Stouffacher were three of the principal leaders of the
vevolution. S:e Salmon’s Medern History.



BOOK II. OR LIBERTY RESTORED. 99

Assembling, thick as autumn’s falling leaves,

With bold inquiry fraught, for much their hearts

Yearn’d for the sufferers, in whose fate they saw 280

Their own best rights, and privileges involv’d ;

And Melchdal’s heart was gladden’d at the sight :

His labouring breast had many sleepless nights

Been pendering o’er Helvetia’s wretched ot ;

Nor did his bold compeers, the intrepid Furst, 285

And Stouflacher, not second his designs :

These patriots knew that man lost baif his worth

The moment that he ceased to be free :

And though by fear and terrour tyrants rule,

And triomph q’et men’s minds, (which truth io-
deed :

The imprisoned Tell too well illustrated,) 290

Yet tyranny but triumphs for a time,

And truth, and reason will return at last.

When these compatriots saw Helvetia’s sons

Recover’d from their trance, (for Griesler’s beld, 295

And daring deed had overawed their winds,)

Asa fond father hastens to redeem

An’only son, whom some proud Algerine, ’

Or base Tunisian Lorsair has enslav’d; ,

So them the patriots hastened to relume 30Q

With freedom’s holy lights Alas! how hid

From mortal eye is dark futarity !

Scarce had they reach’d the assembly, and the waves

O: popular acclamation *gan subside ;

When on a sudden the loud trumpet’s voice, 305

With the shrill clarion, and the hollow souad
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Of the ground-shaking hoof, renew’d their fears.
And lo ! the tyrant’s dreaded form appeared’
Looking fix’d hate ; around him throng’d his guards
In close battalion, | and-in|the midst were seen - 310
The god-like veteran, and his dauntless son ;

When thus the herald’s voice aloud proclaim’d; .

“ Ye sons of Altorf! Since ye thus have dar'd
Dispute our sovereign will, and disobey

Our just and wise commands ; we have resolv’d 315
To check rebellion at the fountain-head,

And give a lesson to futurity.

Thus then we have ordain’d, that the elder Tell
Placing au apple on the younger’s head,

Aim at it with his arrow ; if he miss - 820
He instant dies, and should he hesitate,

That moment dies his son before his face, .
Nor shall himself escape. Thos shall ye learn

The power of him whom ye have dar’d proveke.”

- *Twixt word, and deed, there was no space of time:
Already had the armed slaves fulfili’ld 326
The orders of their leader, and around
The unhappy sufferers stood in firm array;

While the astonish’d muititude without -
Were mute with fear ; when thus the aged sire - 330°

- Pour’d out te heaven’s King his pious prayer;

** Almighty pow’r! who know’st the hearts of men
Without she utterance of words ! O héar

A fither’s wishes ; spare, O spare my son!

And from thy holy fountain, Gracious God! 3%

Pour forth a beam -of merey o’er our sins !”
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The Almighty heard aud cast on Piety,
The meekest secaph of the heavenly choir,
A glance that spake in volumes. Quick as theught
The seraph hever’d o’er thre head of Tell, 840
-Unseen by others’ eyes Depriv'd of sease,
And speech the hero stood; when the angei took
The bow and arrow from his trembling hand,
. And by celestial aim the apple fell
Transpierced to the ground., Her mission done 343
The seraph wing’d her rapid 8ight te heaven,
Where joy angelick beam’d upon her face.
But now the pious pair with out.stretch’d hands
Pour'd forth i sileat pray’r their gratitude
To the seat of mercy ; while their covntrymen 850
Made all Helvetia’s mountains echo back
Repeated Hallelujahs. But the tyraat
Fell disappointment seiz’d, and black revenge
Which would be satiate ; nor wanted he
Occasion seething to fulfil his will ; 355
For had the unhappy sire with erring hand
Miss’d his designed aim, and slain his son,
A second reed had pierc’d the tyrant’s heart.
This Griesler learnt,*and as some loness
Prowls round the sheepfold in the evening’s dusk,
Press’d sore by hunger, and maternal care, . 361
But fears to enter, for both men and dogs
Keep there strict watch ; at length by nature’s wants
Imperious urg’d, she overleaps the fence,
And having gorg’d herself with bleod, conveys $65.
. Some mangled carcase to her distant young,

-

.
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Pursued by dogs and men ; 30 Griesler seiz’d -
The unbappy Tell, and Cassemach’s lonely tow’rs--
Had naw receiv’d the sire ; when clouds of. dust,

A true but sileat/messenger,. and gleams - 370
. OFf distant arms awaken'd all his fears.

Then Griesler learnt to tremble ; then he knew

The prince who rules mot in his subjects’ hearts

Is struc k by Heaven’s wrath, and falls despised.

And thus fell Griesler, and that tyrant race" 875

‘Who long oppress’d Helvetia; for her sons;

An armed nation warm’d by Heaven’s fire,.

And urg’d by injuries, had now aris’n

A light to light the world, and show to all,

A nation’s voicé is but the voice of Ged. 380

368. Cassenach’s lonely ww’rs—A castle situated on the
lake Lucerne.

END OF THE SECOND BOOK.
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WASHINGTON,
OR

LIBERTY RESTORED.

Hase stop, my Muse! and own thy gratitude
That thou.yvert not in being at that time
When ignorance’ deep whirlpools whelm’d the world,
And all was vice and woe; when if perchance
Some genius less benighted rose to light, 5
"Twas only to pour forth in barbarous rhime
The praise of murderers and the drunkard’s broils.
'Tis from the evils of those wretched times
That virtue evén now deplores that man
Must wade to freedom thro’ a sea of blood. 10
Bat thus hath fate ordain’d ; Wisdom alone
Can purge the mental ray to bear the light
Of truth, and virtue, liberty, and love.
Hail then, thou period ‘blest! when heaven’s decree
Instructed man to know, and feel his rights: 15
The light onee risen ne’er will set again,
But in meridian glory eternal shine |
Of brightest essence co-essential.

Helvetia now had rais’d her powerful voice ..

G -
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Echoing to the furthest west s and first with joy 2 |
Batavia heard, for there a D’Alva’s crimes

As far eclipsed Griesler’s, as the mind

Of the deep-judging sage outsoars the ken

OfF those purblind, and puny politicians

Whose molish eyes see bat the point oppos’d. 25
Batavia heard, and straight a host of men

Uprose to hail the joyful sound. Them oft

Had Philip’s wanton cruelties, and rage

Insatiate of blood, impell’d to acts ‘

Of deep despair, which despots have miscall'd 30
Rebellion, for they do most rebel '

Who break the laws of God, and traniple down
The altars of his justice. . Man will bear,

And God permit innumerable wrongs

To flourish for a time, but there’s a point, 33
A sacred point, which neither God, nor man

Will suffer to be pass’d, and him, who dares

To make the attempt, tho’ arm’d with " triple.brass,
And deep-encircled round with hosts of slaves,
The watchful wrath of Heaven soon o'ertakes, 40
And plunges head-long down the gulf ‘of woe.
And such awaited Philip; nor veterans,

Nor hireling mercenaries, nor the crime

Of that incarnate fiend, whose bloody deeds

"35. but there’sa point, §c.—See the Act of the United
Colonies for separating themselves from the government 0
Great Britain, and declaring their independence. Ramsa,
i, 338, &ec. .

84, whose bloody deeds—The duke d’Alva boasted that be-

cammel S nl O iy ¢ Nt
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Dimm’d the blest brightness of the orb of day; 45
No! Not the mouster D’Alva could suppress

The uplifted arm of freedom, maii’d by wrongs.

But here the patriot eye/will/shied @ tear

O’¢r Hoorn aud Egmont’s ashes. Ye, brave peers!
Fought for your country, for your country died ; 50
But died not uareveng’d, for William heard

Your uying moaus, and on Eliza cal’’d

For aid, Eliza heard; her patriot soul

That ne’er her people with taxation ground,

tides what his sword nad destroyed, he had caused 18,600 to
be execated by the hangman. ~>amon’s Mod. Hist. ii. 136.
“ There is a case,” said Gov. Johnstone, Feb. 6, 1775,
* directly similar, but we are too vonceited to profit irom
sach experience. Philip11. and his seventeen provinces are
the counterpart of what we are acting.  T'le dcbates in his
council on sending the duke of Alva into the Netherlands,
wre applicable in every part. He was advised by two sen-
sible men, to repair thither himself, and hear the complaints
of his people, beiore he came to such rash resolves: but the
mjority said as in this case that his glory was compromised.
tWas not religion only but taxing without consent of their
states, that brought matters to the last extremity : the duke
of Alva, it is true, was victorious every wheie at first, but
15 cruelties were but sowing the serpents’ teeth. The gues,
the beggar@lpf the Briel, esteemed at that time infimitely
more despicable than the New-Englandgen are represented,
gave the first shock to the power of Spain. In comparing
the probability of events,can any man say that Great Britain
such a prospect of victory in the contest, as Spain might
then hare expected? Yet we know theevent, and how that
"“fhty empire was rent in pieces,” &e. Almon, i. 165.
9. Hoorn aid Egmont's ashes.—The counts of H, and E.
were put to death by D’Alva.
5% William he The Prince of Orange.
52. Ekza—Queen Elizabeth, who assisted the Flemings. _
54. That ne’er her people with tazation ground,— Ihat
racious queen,”” said lord Chesterfield, Dec. 8, 1740, ¢ was
Xtremely shy of loading her subjects with any taxes, or
Putting the public to any expense.” And how well she
erved this character may be learnt from the constant

P
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But rul’d triumphant in her subjects’ hearts ; 55
Who vanquish’d sll her foes, despis’d their threats,
And made Spain’s despot tremble on his throne ;
Thee ! Great Eliza! Tihee; the sulferers

Invoked not in vain: thy noble soul

With the sacred love of liberty inspir'd, 60
Attentive heard their plaints, and thus amidst
Assembled Britons spake their patriot queen;

* Friends, subjects, countrymen ! *Tis now the time
When that great law of nations, which forbida

All interference in another’s rights, 63
Must give precedence ; for the laws of men

Must yield obedience to the laws of God.

That sovereign princes are alone to Heaven
Accountant for their actions is allow’d ;

But when perpetual servitude awaits- 10
A nation of freemen, reason ordains ‘

Their country’s constitution, and its Jaws

tenor of history. The parliament having .xmi»i“ the
eighth year of her reign greater subsidies th ual—* she
utterly refused that extraordinary supply, and accepted of ‘f
much smaller sum. - Abating the receipt of the fourth porto
the money so granted ; and telling them, after commending
their regard for her, ¢ that money in her wly'ecu"-snrwﬂ““” ‘
good as in her own exchequer,’ and that ¢ she made a greaté!
account of the good-wills and benevolent mirds of her g

and loving subjects, than she did of ten subsidies. » We art
told at otﬁer times that this excellent princess supplied s
great part of the publick expenditure ¢ out of herown :if;
venues, sparing_from herself to serve the necessity of o
realm, and shunning thereby loans upon inteyest, a3 2 Mo
pestilent canker that is able to devour even the Sfa“”L
princes.” Timberjand’s Lords' Deb. vii. 589 ; Cobbet! "P;fs
Hist. 3. 716. 767. 818. Compare also Id. i. 727, 768. 71
874. 940-1. ‘
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Absolve them from allegiance ; for what men
- Can be so0 lost to virtue, or to mind,
As freedom to commute for servitude ? 75
Aad if perchance such wretches should be found,
What right have they to bind posterity ?
My free born Britons! °Tis enough for us
" To tell yoa that Batavia is.enslav’d ;
Spain’s haughty despot, and his impious tool, 80
Forgetting God and right,” bave dar’d subvert
The people’s dearest privileges, nor stop
Their dreadful persecutions, till they reach
Despotic power. Patriot William calls
~ Aloud for British succour ; the oppress’d 85
On Britons never call’d for aid in vain.””
Thus spake Eliza, and the people yet
Inclining forwards bent, with ears erect
Listening to silence. Till at length awak’d :
Aswhen Killarney’s circling rocks receive 90
Some cannon’s solitary roar, at first
The distant echo imitates the sound,
And back repeats it, till with ten-fold force
The east, and west, uniting all their strength,
Join their reverberations, and at last 95
The thundering summits madden all the air,
And echo frighten’d echoes back the whole ;
Thus when Eliza ended, peal on peal

73. Absolve them from allegiance ;—The language hereused
by Elizabeth is _corroborated by the testtmony of historv,
See Salmon, p. 141. Compare also sir Christopher Hatton's
;l;;ech upon the Spanish Invasion, Cobldett’s Parl. Hist.i.
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Of loudest acclamation rent the skies.
Such then were Britons ; such a British queen; 100
Alas! How fallen from their noble sires

Is their degenerate offspring?) (They were mes,

" Who knew fair freedom’s worth, and shed their

blood .
Defending others’ freedom, these forgetting
Siduey’, and* Hampden’s virtues, deign enlist 105
Amidst arm’d despots to enslave freemen.
Here stop, my Muse ! and drop a silent tear
O’er their departed worth. But, soft, methinks!
Thou seest Eliza’s spirit from above
Smile at their puny efforts, and bid thee say, 119
The time is coming when Eliza’s soul | =
Shall reign again in her, who British-born
Hath deep imbibed Britain’s ancient spirit.
Yes! I foresee the period blest approach,

106. Amids't arm’d despots—<¢ It has been alleged,” said
Mr. Fox, an. 1792, ¢ as a proof of disaffection, that the
countenances of many wore the face of joy when the intel-
ligence arrived of the duke of Brunswic’s retreat. .What!
is it a sufficient demonstration of republicanism, that men
sbould rejoicein the discomfiture of the aymies of despotiom
combatting against liberty? Could any man who loves the
const.tution of this country wish success to the duke o!
Brunswic, after reading a manifesto which violated every
principle of justice, humanity, freedom, and true govern-
ment?’ &c. In the same spirit Mr. Sheridan exclaims;
¢ Bat we are told that to treat with France would give
offence to the allied powers, with whom we are eventually
to co-operate. Are we then prepared to make a common
cause on the principles and for the purposes for which
those despots have' associated?’ &c. See Belsham, iv. 50°.
515; v. 12. .

114. Yes ! I foresee, & c.—Thrice has the pen been prepared
to expunge this prophecy, and thrice has it been withheldep-

- 'L’ P, .
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When her refulgent glory, bursting forth, 115
The dank, dark, loweriag vapours of the earth
Scatters to east and west, a risen sun.

Thea Britons shall be free, then see again

Their laws, their rights, their freedom uninfring’d.
Thus British virtue, and a-British queen, 120
To reason’s voice obedient, and to God,

Join’d in the cause of liberty gnd man.

Spain’s despot saw, but harden’d at the sight,

Seeing saw not, for tyranoy is blind,

Blind €’en to its own interest, for would 125
The tyrant measure his ambitious views,

By what a patient people could endure,

And there suspend his plans, until at length

+ lnurd to evil they could bear yet more ; °

He might continue heaping crime on crime, 130
~ Till, like the purpled despot of the east,

He place his foot upon their lowly necks,

Aud they shall call it honour. Such is man

Creature of time, and place, and circumstance ;
Such too so varions, and so manifold 135
The ways of him, who out of slavery

Educeth freedom ; out of evil, good.

Bat few there are who know them, and those

So wrapt in their intrinsick excellence,

Their mental eye so dazzled at the sight

It shall stand. Prophecies have more than once ca
tvent

Niy Dmwopas wiv' iy Gc? e pdy
TéAes. Pind. Olym. xiii.
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Of the sublime, the beautiful, the good, N,
That human to celestial yields the palm,

And, angel.like, they see but to adore.

Hence then let virtue not despair; bat, learn

From Philip’s fall, how weak the tyrant’s arts. 145
For now, enrag’d to madnees, when he saw

A British queen, and Sidney’s arm uprais’d

To aid Batavia, two different ways

His proud soul ponder’d, whether by open war,

To assail his foes, or else by covert guile, 150
And treachery to compass his designs.

Thus wrapt in anxious thought the despot stood,
Weighing how most to scourge the human race:
Him, not unheeded, thus fraternal zeal

Accosted ; cursed pair, ready alike 155
To blast man’s full-growa virtues, or to nip

The bud of freedom ‘ere it rise to light ;. -

¢ If ere thy royal cares fraternal love

Hath sooth’d, if e’er thy heated mind been calm’d
By him, whom equal hopes, and equal fears 160
Have join’d in strictest union with thyself;

Now pour thy burthen’d soul into that breast

Which knows no will but thine. Too much I fear

147. Sidney_The accomplished sir Philip Sidney, of
whom that celebrated anecdote is told. After the battle
of Zutphen, while he was lying on the field mangled with
wounds, a bottle of water was brought him to refieve his
thirst; but observing a soldier near him in alike miserable
condition, he said ; ¢ This man’s necessityis still greater than
mine ;* and resigned to him the bottle of water.”” Eneyc.
Britan. The story is somewhat differently told in Watkin’s
Biograp!. Dict. .
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ThateEngland’s haughty monarch, trampling down
The laws of nations, dares to join her arms 165
To those of our proud foe ; rebellion

In England’s monarch/iads an ddvocate;

But think not Heaven looks on such misdeeds

With kind benignant aspect; rather say

It lowers in threateaing storms. Britain shall rue
The day it joins in continental war ; 171
Already have my emissaries sown

Rebellion’s seed in Ireland, there ’t will guicken,
And ripen into harvest ; we meanwhile,

The royal license given, will succeed 175
To D’Alva’s agency, and thus perchance

By well-dissembled acts of courtesy

Eutrap our wary foe within that net

Frow whence he ae’er escapes, for who, that asks
Whether 'by guile, or force, an enemy ° 180
Suoceed; enough it is for us to know

Toat William i< our foe, My liege! you have

What I advise ; whatever else may suit

The present circumstance, whether by war

Maritime, or continental, to distress 185
England’s proud monarch, and to aid the cause

0f kings, and lawful government, befits

Thy royal wisdom, and that depth of mind,

Which Heaven indulgent grants the best of kings.”
Scarce had he ended, when with eager haste, 190
Like the fond mother, whe with open arms

Receives her son retarn’d from distant school,

And knows not to desist, while from her eyes <

’
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Maternal love thick flashes; so tlre king N
With eager haste flew 1o his brother’s arms, 195
And there in silent transport fixed hung,

Until at length\words)thas fouad .cut their way ;
 Belov’d of brothers!" Best of subjects ! Friend,
Dear as the light of day ! Had Heaven bestow’d

One more like thee, not all Eliza’s threats, 200
Nor -Wiliiam’s vaunts ceuld ruffl- this proud soul.
But hence despair ! The brave man knows thee not,
Thou art the coward’s refuge; Spain and Philip
Yield to no earthly power; for though his foes
Were countless as the sands that circle round 205
The torrid Libya’s long-extended coast,

Philip would meet them; hear then our resolve;
Soon as the watchful Hours shall have remov’d,

The clouds of darkness from the eastern sky,

Haste thou to Holland, there assume our power 210
Supreme, without control; in thee we place

That confidenee thy wisdom, and thy worth

Justly deserve; there wage or open war

Against those hereticks, or else i msnare

With covert guile, as to thy wisdom seems; 25 |
For holy church knows no communion-
Of virtue, or of faith with infidels.
This shall proud England’s heresiarchal queen |
By suffering know, and dread again to raise ‘
Against the chosen servants of the Highest, 220
Her heretick arm ; for this our private cause 1
Will be the cause of God, and holy church. \
Altzady do I see my armaments,
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Bless’d by the pious Father, and pronounc’d
- Invincible, triumphant plough the waves; 225
" Already Spain’s proud banuners float on high
. O%er London’s towers, there the holy cross
© Streams to the passing breeze ; while father Thames
Flows by with conscious gratitude, and hails
" The long-lost emblem. But enough of words, 230
We must proceed to deeds ; you to your charge,
Ito the holy Father; when again
We meet, we meet triumpbant o’cr our foes.”
He ended ; and the wiads his vaunts, and threats
Bore to the vast Atlantick. Gracious God ! 235
How blind is man! How incompatible
With reason, or with virtue, are his acts?
He asks for wealth; give him Potosi’s mines,
He asks yet more. Seeks he dominion?
Grant him an empire, he is not content, 240
But must be despot. Asks he happiness?
Make him the happiest, he is still the same
And would be happier. Thus discontent
Hovers with dusky wing o’er all his deeds.
Ogold! O cursed gold! There is scarce one 245
Or vice, or sin, or crime, but springs from thee.
Thou art the cause direct or indirect,
. Ofevery earthly woe. *Tis most to thee,
That e’en our passions owe their headstrong rage:
Man from his Maker’s hands proceeded pure, 250
Ty glittering follies taught him to love wrong.
, But haste my Muse ! Speed on thy rapid course

4
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To better times, when wealth at last gives way,

And yields to virtue her precedence just. I

D’Alva recall’d ; the happy Flemings saw, 25%

Or thought they isaw, some respite from their woe;

And thus one to another joyfal spake ;

“Our woes at length will cease; the barbarous
wretch

Who feasted on our blocd, is now recall’d

To meet the recompense of all his crimes; 260

Our prince in mercy hears his people’s pray’rs,

And from his brother’s hand we shall receive,

Our laws, and privileges unimpair’d.”

- Thus spake the people. Poor short-sighted men !

To think that baffled tyrants e’er relax 265

Their impious endeavours to regain

That which is next their hearts, pow’r uacon
trol’d. :

Place in the tyrant’s balance, darling power,

And in the other scale the people’s love,

This last shall kick the beam, as light as air. 210 |

"When once the passions reason’s seat assume

Men become brutes, tyrants are therefore brutes,
Nay, worse than brutes, for that a portion’s left
'Of reason which they work to bad designs ;

For though their sudden ire they soon digest, 215
Yat deep within the rankling vengeance lies,
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And thus in wisdom’s words he them address’d ; 280

“Think not, brave Flemings ! that tho’ men are
chang’d,

Measures are chang’d ; bj sad experience

Iknow the tyrants’ arts; in outward form

And-falsehood perfect sirens, and their tongues

In subtlety that serpent’s would eclipse 285

Which once deceiv’d the fairest of mankind.

Flemiogs! beware ; before it be too late

Beware of Philip; D’Alva is recall’d,

Bat not yet punish’d, and if William’s mind

Deceive him not, I see, too plain I see 290

Another D’ Alva in the tyrant John.

While ye, brave Flemings! dare demand your ughla,

Your liberty of conscience, and your laws,

8¢ long tribunals streaming with your blood,

S0 long will murderous inquisitions, - 295

Cald courts of justice, banish frem you far

All power of serving your own God the way

That God himself hath taught you. Philip sees

In liberty of conscience, heresy ;

Foul heresy ; and what with heteticks 300

Or compact, or communion can be kept,

But such as hungry tigers keep with lambs,

Or ravenous wolves with way-worn travellers?

Brave Flemings! now your armeare in your hands,

Lay them not down. That people scarce deserve

296. C'aa’d courts qf Jchc,—See Salmon, art. Actlm'-
linds, i, 136
H
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Even the pity of mankind, who ttust 306
The man that truats not them. Your victories
Have gain’d youn.some short respite from your woes;
Do not betray yourselves, and what is shert
¢ ’ Shorten yet more. Hope from the tyrant’s fears,
i But never from his love. Now while I spesk, - 811
Your treaties are infring’d, your rights o’erthrown;
And at my breast the secret murderer’s knife
Perchance is pointed. Has my property
Escap’d their harpy fangs? Am not myself 815
Declar’d atraitor? Yes! my countrymen !
And in su¢h treason William does rejoice,
Such treason is your love.”” (Shouts of applause
In long succession drown’d the hero’s voice, ;
> While tears of feeling warm’d his manly checks; 320
At length he thus;) “ Flemings! I am content- ]
To die in freedom’s cause; nor uareveng’d |
Will be my death; forlo! Eliza’s aid, .
And British valour seon will put to flight :
The hosts of armed slaves which over-awe 32
Your peaceful dwelliags, aad those laws restore
And rights which Spain’s proud mounarch hath i
fring’d.
You have my best advice, but once again
| - Beware of tyrants; trust them as you trust
‘ " The rocks of Bcylia, or Charybdis’ gulfs.” s
! The hero spake; and as the clustering bees

' .
\ 307. Your victories §c.—The victory of Ghent prodiced
zhot&-lwed peace. S
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_Haog ropad their.chieftain, to defend from harm,
And grace with honour; so the people throng’d
Round their beloved prince. They kaew his worth ;
‘They knew that where the periloos battle rag’d 3335
In fellest fury, there their priace was feuad ;
They knew the rancour of his foes, how oft
They plotied ’gainst his life. That life, their guard
And safety, now, alas! too prescieant,
They saw, or seem'd to see beneath the hand, 310
Of dark assassins gasping in their cause,
And moaan’d their Kving hero as the dead.
As when the warriour for the battle arm’d,
Meets the chaste partaer of his heart who holda
W ithia her snowy arms his infaat hope, 345
And fain would stop his course, while love aad fear
Plead from her tear-stain’d eyes; his manly soul
Yielding to nature’s impulse sooths her cares
- With reasoa veil’d in love ; so Willlam’s heart
Responsive to their feelings, felt for them. $50
Should the dark machinations of his foes
Suacceed against his life ; and where is free,
And open virtue safe against the black,
And deep-designing cowardice of vice? ..
He saw no guile to extricate them safe 855
From out the dangerous covert where they lay,
Expos’d on every side to hostile snares.
"Thus pondering oa their state within his breast,
Pensive the bero stood, at length thus spake;

339. tao prescisnt,—He was assassinated at Delft, A. D. 1584.
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** Nor thoughts, nor acts of gratitude in me 360
Shall e’er be wantiiig to requite your love.
Your cause is Nne, nor will the tyrant’s arts
Prevail against,you, while you thusadhere
Each to the @her; *t is dissension
That gives to despots, and preserves their power.
¢* Divide and govem, is their general rule; © 366
* Unite and conquer,’ Flemings! must beyours.””
The Flemmgs heard, nor hearing disobey’d.
O that mankind had always thus been wise,
Nor listen’d to the voice of evil men, 370
Neglecting truth, and solid wisdom’s lore, '
For blinking, mole-eyed phraseology !
To pledge united faith was now their care,
And Utrecht’s walls were witness to their pledge.
Thrice happy pledge, which gave Batavia’s sens 375
The greatest blessing that indulgent Heaven
Bestows on man, their liberties and laws !
But now the tyrant baffled in hisarts,
" Like some fell tigress that hath lost her young,
Mad for revenge, spar’d not one deed of bleod, 386
Open, or covert, to regain his power, '
Or glut his vengeance ; and rgligion,'
Too oft the tool of sanguinary men,
Blesseth his armaments and them proclaims
Invincible.  But Heaven’s averted eye 385
Turns from blasphemers, and to their own plots

374. And Utrecht’s walls—Alluding to the union of the
states at Utrecht, A. D, 1579. For the facts related in this
beok see Salmon, ii. 136, &c. . . .
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Leaves them the victims, while it wraps its friends
In the fragrant cloud of innocence, and trutb,
Impervious to the wicked, || This/ o late
Philip perceiv’d’: not all his base attempts 390
Against Eliza’s life, nor poisonous hetb,
Nor steel of murderers, nor Popish balls,
Availed aught ; and though his armaments
Burthen’d the ocean, and had struck with fear .
The stoutest hearts, not arm’d in freedom’s cause,
Yet Britain’s sons no sooner saw her foe, 306
Than seen, and conquered baffled he return’d
Back to his ports, with all his hideous wrecks.
So much could freedom in the cause of man.

END OF THE THIRD BOOK. -
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Sere———
O ror that heavenly Muse, which, when implor’d
} Byithe blest voice of him, who compass’d stood
With dangersand in solitude involv’d
And darkness, fail’d him not, but deign’d to quit
Her heavenly mansion here to dwell with him, 5
To light his darkness with celestial light,
And make his solitude the abode of joy ;
But he on evil days was fallen, on days
When Hampden, Sidoey, and a cloud of men
Suffer’d for freedomi and for virtue’s sake.- 10
But thou, Urania! gav’st him sweetest song
To cheer his morns and nights, and make the days .
Less evil. O that thou again would’st deign
To visit this sad realm, where wisdom’s voice
And truth, and virtue, by fierce tervour scar’d 15

15. by fierce terrour scar’d,—This was written at a time
whén the country was almost deluged with spies and inform-
ers; when sentiments of liberty, indigenous as they are,
could not be uttered without danger ; when the Habeas Cor-

* pus Act was suspended, and many virtuous and wise raen were
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And boisterous rage, have long been lulPd to rest;
Where to the natural evils of the clime

Wicked designing men have fearless plac’d

The dangerous quicksand, and the sunken rock;
-Which when the innocent are wreck’d upon, 20
They but rejoice. O steer my fragil bark

Amidst these perils, till I reach once more

The azure ocean, and the cloudless sky:

Alas ! too soon did England’s glory set;
The sun that rose to light Eliza’s spirit R
To her blest mansion, charg’d with England’s fate
Sunk gloomy in the west. Nor m}p,' my Muse!
To sing those wretched times, when if perchance
Some star of freedom rose amid the dark,
’Twas like the gleamy meteor of the night 80

for slight offences either immured in a pl’itou.wmn"d
to distant climes ; while others upon constructive treasont |
were bronght to trial for their lives, and when acquitted by2
jury of their country ignominiously denominated “acquitisd
lons.” But ‘“the reign of terrour* is past, it is not natt-
ral to our clime, and however it may aicf the views of a de-
spotick administration in augmenting an already ov
penal code®, yet ultimately it must tend, as all acts of
a government, which does not keep pace with the illumiat-
tion of the people, necessarily do tend, to excite the inqu*
ries of that people into the abuses of their government, an
to demand, with a voice that admits of no denial, a radi
reformation of them.

# Upon the fertile subject of crimes and punishments, |
would endeavour to impress on the minds of my coustry-
men this single fact, that by the good old common law
were only four crimes liable to be punished with death, and
eompensation might even have been made for these. There
are now two hundred if mot more. See the speech of 5%
William Meredith, May 13, 1777, Aimon, vii. 180;
compure Blackstore, b. iv. ch, 1. -
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That shone awhile to dim the eyes of mena,

And leave the dark still darker. Rather speed

Thy rapid flight to where Columbia’s sous,

And Washington, and Frapklin smooth!d the road
To unjversal freedom. O that truth 35
Could blot that page of history, which records
Britain’s most foul disgrace ; ahen British swords
Were sheath’d in British blood, to aid the cause

Of rank oppression, and despotick law !

What thus could urge Britannia to revolt 40
From her own principles ? *Twas Gold and Pow’r,
Twin evils form’d to curse the hopes of mas.

These first induced North, presumptuous fool,

Who blindly steer’d the helm of state, which men
Of wisdom, and of foresight can alone 45
Guide safely thro’ the intricate of things;

These him induc’d to try what force avail’d

Against the sons of freedom, freedom’s sons,
Columbia’s offspring, who by Franklim taught

Knew where to affix the boundary to pow’r ~ 50
And say to-kiags; “ Thus far ye only go,

Beyond this point the people’s rights begin,

Kings ! trespass not ;” but Nerth, proud minister,
Ambitious man, knew scarce'the name of rights

43. presamptuous fool, ¢ Let me tellyou,’ (said lord Chat-
ham, upen anether oceasion, speaking of the ministers)*“who-
everthey were (I don’t care of what consequence) they were
tither fools or knaves; if the latfer, they deserved to be
treated with the just contempt of an injured people ; if the
former, they ought to have been sent to school before they
Were suffered to take the lead inpublic office.”” Debrett, v.
188, May 4, 1770.
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Much less to practise; but the the name prevails, 5
And will prevail so0 long as man endures,

Ang shall not then the practice, which to man
Makes every earthly blessing doubly blest,

Gives himn to know his Maker, and adore

That Maker in his works ? But these are things 60
Too deeply hid from the dim eyes of men
Obscur’d by power and wealth ; for now enrag’d
Like a spoilt child who cannot bear control,

With angry words he Britons thus address’d ;

¢ That prompt obedience, and support are due 65
From subjects to their rulers, isa truth, '
Which they alone will controvert, who wish

_To stir rebellion up, and trample down

The laws and constitution of the realm. -
For what or rule, or government can last (]
Unless it meet support ? and what support
Without taxation? Have we not endur’d

All the calamities of war? incurr’d

55. Much less to practise ;Lord chancellor Camden, Jan.
9,1770, “accused the ministry, if not in express terms, yet
by direct implication, of having formed a conspiracy against
the liberties of their country.”” Andthe marquis of Rock-
ingham declared the maxim of government to be, *That the
rcz;zl prerogative alone was sufficient to support government, 10
whatever hands the administration should be committed.” De
brett, v. 142. 145.

71. Unless it meet support ? &c.— Nam neque quies gen-
tium sine armis, neque arma sine stipendiis, neque stipendis
sine tributis haberi queunt.”’ See the note in Debret, iv. 251,
- where this passage is quoted from Tacitus. For the principal
authority of this speech the reader may consult the speech
of Mr. Grenville, Jan. 14, 1766, Debrett, iv. 292 ; and the Pro-
test, 368; and the specch of Mr. Jenkinson, Mar. 17, 1778,
Almon, ix. 65.
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Expense enormous te defend, and guard
These our rebellious colonies; which are 75

75. rebelkons colomies ;—Shakespeare has put these words
into the mouth of Henry Vth ; ¢ We give express charge—
that none of the French be upbraided, or abused in 'disdainful
language : for when lemity and eruelty play for 3 kingdom,

| thegentlest gamester is the soonest winner.” Act 3, sc. 6.
: Evenin a just cause, and a successful war, the using of op-
probrious language can only serve to aggravate and inflame
the cruelty of the soldiery, and render final reconciliation
. moredifficult; and in an unsuccessful conflict it can excite
no other feeling than contempt, and makethe day ef retri-
bution more dreadful. Itis in fact no proot of bravery, ge-
nerally speaking indeed it is the reverse ; for the weaker the
opponent is in real strength, the more voluble is his tongue.
It might suit the heated minds of 2 despotick administrition
to exclaim, ¢ that treason and rebellion were properly ind
peculiarly the native growth of America ;’’ (see d/mon, vi.
168. and King’s speech, p. 5.) but the uncorrupt virtue of a
Camden, a Chatham, a Richmond, and a patriotick opposi-
tion, could yet preserve untainted the dignity of the British
nation. 4/mon, ii. 39. 61. ¢ They are rebels,’’ said lord Chat-
ham, 30t May1777, “ but what are they rebels for : Surely not
for defending their unquestionable rights! What have these
rebels done heretofore? I remember when they raised four
regiments on their own bottom, and took Louisburg from
- the veteran troops of France. But their excesses havebeen
great. I donot mean their panegyrick ; but must observe
in attenuation, the erroneous and infatuated &ounsels which
have prevailed_the door to mercy and justice has been shut
kgﬁnst them.” Almon, vii. 93, ds' Deb. The Duke of
ichmond having remarked, ¢ that he did not think the
people of America in rebellion, but merely resisting acts of
the most unexampled cruelty and oppression ;”’ the E. of
Denbigh rose, and ¢ openly contended, that those who de-
fended rebellion, were themselves little better than rebels ;
and that there was very little difference between the traitor,
andhe who openly or privately abetted treason.” In reply to
this he was told by the noble duke, * that he was not to be
intimidated or deterred from his duty by loud words, and that
i he would not retract a single jota ke had uttered on this oc-
| ¢asion.” I shall conclude this note with observing that the
; term yreels seems teo be very fashionable at a certain court;
: for whether it be the struggles of the unfortunate Corsicans
~of the wretched Carib‘bs._oflthe patriotick Americans—

|
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As able to sustaia their share of barthen

As Britons are, but that they find from hence
Favour, and countenance from factious men?’
Better by far lay down the reins, and cedse

To guide the state, than thus betray your trust, §0
Than thus without a contest yield your rights.
When were the colonies emancipate

From British jurisdiction ? when were left

To their own judgment of their rulers’ acts?

Such dangerous doctrine, if it meet support, 85
Will like a pestilence spread far and wide
Destruction te all governments on earth.

. Are they not children planted by our care,

Nurs’d in induigence, and when now full grown,

Mid opulence and plenty, shall they grudge 90

or the suﬁerin% Irish—they are all rebels, ¢ daring and in-
corrigible rebels. Belsham, i. 258-9. 417. 423 ; ii. 291-2. See
above, b.i. note312; and memoirs of the D. of Richmond,
Mon. Mag. No. 153.

78. from factious men 2—Lord Dudley, Qct. 26,1775, con-
ténded'that the present rebellion in America was fomented
and supported by a desperate faction in this country; that
none but men of the worst dispositions, and most pernicious
designs, would encourage the claims of America, &c.”
Almon, v. 3; and see the E. of Sandwieh’s speech. ib. p. 8-

81. without a contest—** As they totally denied (said Jord
North, 5 Mar. 1770,) the power of Great Britain to tax them,
it became more absolutely neeessary to compel the obser-
vance of the laws to vindicate our undoubted rights.” De-
brett, v. 254, <«We must risk something ; if we do not, 4l
is over.” vii. 224.

88 planted by our carc.— And now will these Americans,
children planted by our care, nourished up by our indul
gence till they are grown to a degree of strength and opw
lence, and protected by our arms, will they grudge to con-
tribute their mite to relieve us from the heavy weight of that
burthen which we lie under ** See Ramsay, i.57. 346. King's
speech, 26th Oct. 1775 ; Almon, iii. 2 ; and v. 23. 64.

/

.
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Their trifling tribute to relieve our wants?

Ye British senators! I do intreat

Your patient hearing ; for your dignity,

Your honour, your essential initerests,

Your constitution, all are now at stake. 95
Your acts, your laws, your whole authority
Isspurn’d ; your merchaats plunder’d of their goods;
Yoar ships are burut; and all your loyal subjects
Like felons treated ignominious,

Necessity impels you to defend ) 100
Your cause and justice; be ye regolute, '

Be firm, be Vigorous, and to factious men .°

Oppose defiance both abroad and here.

Now is the time to uplift the arm of power,

To show we are in earnest, and expect 105
All due obedience to our country’s laws.

99, Like felons—*“ And will this couptry sit still, when they
see the colony proceeding against your own subjects, tarring
and feathering your servants ; denying your laws and autho-
rity, &c.”” ¢ The Americans have tarred and feathered your
subjects, plundered your merchants, burnt your ships, de-
niej all obedience to your laws and authority, &c.”” Loyd
North, Apr. 22, 1774 ; Debrett, vii. 220-1. Compare lord
Lyttleton’s speech, May 30, 1777 ; Almon, vii. 109.

104. Now is the time—* Now is our time (said lord North
Mar. 235, 1774,) to stand out—to defy them—to proceed with
firmness, and without fear ;—that they would never reform
until we take a measure of this kind. Let this bill produce
a conviction to all America, that we are now in earnest, and
that we will proceed with firmness and vigour ;>’—-¢¢ I hope
that we every one feel, thatitis the common cause of us all.—
The good of this act is, that four or five frigates will do the
business without any military force ;—but if we exert our-
selves now with firmness and intrepidity, it is the more
likely they will submit to-our authority.” = Debrett, vii. 87.
Seed. 114, 123,
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Make this a commea cause, strike terrour round,
Punish the guilty and assert your rights.”
Scarce had the haughty minister surceas’d
His vile attempt'to ' make'thie worse appear 110
The better cause, and clothé in anger’s garb
The pallid tremours of his heart ; scarce ceas’d
His tools their venal plaudits : whea nprose
The patriotick Pitt, the god-like sire
Of a degenerate son. Him Britain lov'd 115
With filial love, and gratitude ; him oft
His prince had call’d to guide the helm of state,
" And with Britannia’s glory gird the world ;
But thence as oft had secret influence,

112.-The paliid tremours—*: It was observed that lord North
trembled and faultered at every weord of his motion.” De-
brett, vii. 119. :
114. The patriotick Pitt,—° A great and celebrated name;
aname that keeps the nameof this country respectable in
every other on the Globe. It may be traly called
€eeertesarss...clarum et venerabile nomen
Gentibus, et muitum nostre quod proderat urbi.’
-« Sir, the venerable age of this great man, his merited rank,
his superior eloquence, his splendid qualities, his eminent
services, the vast space he fills in the eye of mankind ; and
more than all the rest, his fallfrom power, which, like desth,
canonizes and sanctifies a great character, will not suffer
me to censure any part of his conduct, &c.’”” See the very
celebrated speech of Mr. Burke, Ap. 19, 1774, Debrett, vil.
162-3. See the E. of Shelburne’s opinion of < the mereeof
Great Britain,”’ Almon, v.68 ; the D. of Grafton’s, vii. 100 ;
Lord Camden’s, x. 432; Lord Lyttleton’s, 438 ; and Mr.
- Grenville’s, viii. 366. See Life of Waskington, i. $92-3.
119. sccret influence, &c.—Lord Chatham ¢ complained
strongly of the great influence of the E. of Bute, which he
affirmed still (March 1770) continued, and which had pre
. vented there having been any original minister since the
accession of His present Majesty.””—He spoke. of the seeret

\
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That poisonous weed which in the shai;e_of Bute
Had Britain’s evil Genius bestrew’d 121

Behind the throne, whose delétérious tafnt

Hath long pervaded Britain’s atmosphere,

And numb’d the patriot’s efforts ; thence as oft

Had this prevail’d to counteract the deed. 125
Bat now the patriot rose, while from his eyes

Flash’d freedom’s fire, and thus his labouring breast
Bour’d the full torrent of impetuous truth ;

“ Britons, and Senators! long may ye yet

Deserve those names by all the world rever’d! 130
Long may ye-be an hogor to yourselves,

inflaence of an invisible power—of a favourite whose per-
nicious counsels had occasioned all the present unhappiness
andflisturbances in the nation, and who, notwithstanding he
was abroad, was at this moment as potent as ever ; thathehad
ruined every plan for the public good, and betrayed every man
who had taken a responsible oflice ; that there was no safety,
nosecurity against his power and malignity ; that he himself
had been duped, &c.”’—*¢ A long train of such practice has
atlength unwillingly convinced me, that there issomething be-
hind the t'rone grealer than the king himself.>’ Debrett,v.173,
174, See 191. 272. iv. 289. Caqlonel Barre is still stronger; he
observed ¢.that it was the same case in the Admiralty as in
every other part of government ; that there was a certain
busy devil that thrusts ite head into every department, and
did the business for every officer of state ; that we have ano-
minal wminister, mominal secretaries of state, nominal privy
councilmen, whose names are only used for responsibility ; that
80 despicable a junto who form the interior cabinet, may, at
the risque of others, work mischief in darkness and obscu-
rity.” " I'b. 450-1. The M. of Rockingham’s sentiments
upon this subject are given above, note 55, and in Almon,
vii. 70 ; and the reader may sce the duke of Manchester’s in
Almon, x. 333-4 ; E. of Effingham’s, 317 ; D. of Richmond’s,

6. 367 ; and his memoirs quoted above at ver. 75; E. of

Shelburne’s, #. 461 ; and ii. 49 ; and the Great Frederic’s,
tn Belsham, ii. 135. Compare Belsham, i, 91-2 ; ii. 113.
I2
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A glory to your country ; which now calls

With more than filial, than parental voice,

On you at once her parents, and her sons !

O may that fire which fillI’d the patriot breasts 135
Of your forefathers, when at Runimede

They made the tyrant sign our charter’d rights! .
O may that blood which ran ¢hro’ Sidney’s veios,
Now animate your own! And tho’ my life

Hang by a feeble thread, still shall it pour 140
It’s last faint breath to freedom and to you.

" Britous ! it isa principle as broad

As freedom’s whole circumference, that man
Yields up no rights but for his happiness ;
He seeks protectien, and not slavery; 145

140. And tho’ my life hang by a feeble thread,—< The ses-

* sion (an. 1777) being near its close, lord Chatham, unwill-

ing that it should pass over without some publick testimony
of his unutterable abhorrence of the war which now dis-
tracted and convulsed the empire, and of the principles and
conduct of those men whose weak and wickes counsels had
involved the nation in its present calamities, attended the
house of peers on the 30th of May wrapped in flannels, and
bearing a cratch in each hand, &c.”” See Belsham, ii. 287,
&c. He often complains of his ill state of health. Debrett,
v. 127. 134 ; iv. 289. . ,

145. He seeks protection, § c.—*-Can ministers think, (said
lord Rockingham Oct. 31, 1776,) that a whole people—ever
unanimously confederated to'join in a revolt, under a mild,
wise, and equitable administration of public affairs ¥*>—¢"The
idea (of unconditional submission) was abhorrent to the sub-

. Jects of this free government; that Englishmen, whatever

their local situation may be, knew no obedience to any thing
but the laws ; and that when the protection of the laws was
taken away in several instances, particularly by the Capture
Act, when they were declared open enemies, and put out of
the king’s peace, it was impossible for them to do otherways
than they did. If they declared themselves ihdependent, it
was long after they were declared enemies ; and for his part
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Should then a daring minister attempt
To violate the constitution’s laws,
Resistance is no longer criminal

he could not possibly see what degree of obedience was due
where public protection was openly withdrawn.”” A4lmon, vii.
4. “ No people,” said Mr. Hartley, ‘‘can be bound to sus-
render their rights and liberties in return for protection.
When any government make such demands, the compact is
void. These are bold and manliy principles. They are the
pillars of our own constitution.””> Ib. iii. 496, ¢ 'Fhe fore-
fathers of the Americans (said lord Camden) did notleave
their native country, and subject themselves to every dan-
ger and distress, to be reduced to a state of slavery : they
did not tgive up their rights ; they looked for protection,
and not for chains,.from their mother country.”” Debrett,
iv. 367. Compare Ramsay, i. 106. 340.

148. Resistance is ne longer criminal—*¢ My lords, (exclaims
the indignant Chatham, 22 Jan. 1770,) the constitution has
been grossly violated, the constitution at this moment stands
violated.—If the breach in the constitution be effectually
repaired, the people will of themselves return to a state of
tranquillity. If not—may discord {;rcvail  for ever—I1 know to
what point this doctrine and this language will appear direct-
ed. But I feel the principles of an Englishman, and I utter
them without apprehension or reserve.—My lords, this is
not the language of faction ; let it be tried by that eriterion,
by which alone we ean distinguish what is factious from what
is not, by the principles of the English constitution. I have
been bred up in these principles; and know that when the li-
berty of the subject is invaded, and all redress denied him,
resistance is justified.”* Debrett, v. 150, Compare Almon, ii. 6.
“ If depriving (says Gov. Johnstone) a trading town of its
commerce—if cutting off whole societies from the benefit of
the element which God has given them—if proceeding tode-
prive them of the fishery, their subsistence—if altering their
charter, and annihilating all their rights, without hearing
them in their defence—if establishing, in its stead, a new
form of government, which leaves all things in confusion—
if erecting a system of tyranny in their neighbeurhood, and
cstablishing, not tolerating all the absurdities of the Roman
Catholic religion—trial by jury dismissed—habeas corpus
denied—the representatives of the people determined useless
—inferior duties levied by act of parliament—In short, pre-
cedents for the viclation of every thing we hold most sacred
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But thence becomes a duty. Better far

To perish in a struggle for one’s rights, 150
Than live a life of ignominious ease ;

If ease it may be call’d; ‘which'doth depend

'Upon the nod of arbitrary power.

What patriot breast the struggles then can blame

Of our colonial brethren ? They are men, 155

in this country ; I say, if acts like these can vindicate resis-
tance, the Americans can quote them, and God and the
world must judge hetween us. For my own part, I consi-
der, with lord Somers, that ¢ treason against the constitu-
tion is the first species of that crime.’ ”’ 4lmon, i. 162. Sir
G. Saville observed, that cif rebellion was resistance to
ernment, he could not consider all rebellions to be alike ;
gevre must be such a thing as justifiable rebeion—and sub-
mitted to the house, whether a people taxed without their
consent, and their petitions against such taxation rejected ;
their charters taken away without hearing ; and an army let
loose upon them without a possibility of obtaining justice;
whether a people under such circumstances eoud not be
said to be in justifiable rebellion ?*> /b. 176. Upon the doc-
trine of resistance see lord Camden, 4lmon, i1. 14. 83; v.
84 ; the address of the city of London, Ap. 10. 1775. 1. p.
180 ; Temple Luttrell’s speech, démon, iii. 31. 124. ¢ The
Americans (said Mr, Fox) were more justifizble for resisting,
than they would have been had they submitted to the tyran-
nical acts of a British parliament—that when the question
was, whether a people ought to submit to slavery, or aim at
freedom by a spirited resistance, the alternative which must
strike every Englishman was, the choice of the latter.”” 15.
" 42. Cen. Conway upholds the same doctrine, iii. 148. So
Mr. Sawbridge, 216-7 : Alderman Bull, Almon, viii. 15; Mr.
D. Hartley, 5. 124 ; Mr. Wilkes, 136. ‘See Lord’s Protest,
Almon, v. 20 ; D. ol Richmond 4/mon, v. 139 ; E. of Shel-
burne, v. 147 ; vii. 33-4; Lords’ Deb. See 5. 33; D. of
Grafton, ib. 100-2. '
150. To gerisbin a struggle &c.—¢ In my judgment, my
lords, (said lord Chatham,) and I speak it boldly, it were
better for Englishmen to perish in a glorious contention for
their rights, than to purchase a slavish tranquillity at the ex-
pence of a single iota of the constitution.”” Debrett, v. 130
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Are Britons, apd they glory in the name:

Respect their sturdy virtue; ’tis your own.

What tho’ it be ebullient ; ’tis the boiling

Of a rich vigorous bleod, Were theysa dead

To human feelings, as to bow their necke * 160
Without a murmur to the yoke of power;

They would became fit instrumeats to serve

156. Are Britons, & c.—*¢ They had not only a respect, but
an affection for Great Britain, for its laws, its customs and
manners, and even a fondness for its fashions, that greatly
increased the commerce. Natives of England were always
treated with particular regard ; to be an Old-England man
.was, of itself, a character of some respect, and gave a kind
ofrank among us.”’ Dr. Franklin’s Examination, Debrew,
-iv. 327. ¢ They may be flattered (said col. Barre) into any
thing, but they are too much like yourselves to be driven.
Have some indulgence for your own likeness ; respect their

sturdy English virtue ; retract your odious exertions of au-
thority, and remember that—the first step towards making
them centribute to your wants, is to reconcile them to your
governmeant.”” Debrett, vii. 119, . .
“ They were proud of the land of their ancestors, and glo-
.Tied in their descent from Englishmen.” Life of Wasking-
ton, ii. 98. - See the speech of lord John Cavendish, Oct. 31,
1776, Almen, vi._10; and lord Chatham, May 30, 1777,
Almon, vii. 96. < They have no other idea of this country .
-than as their kome ; they have ne other word by which to
-express it.”” Gov. Pownall, Debrett. v. 314.

158. What tho’ it be ebullient ;—Liord Chatham ¢ owned
kis natural partiality to America, and was inclined to make
allowance even for their excess. That they ought to he
treated with tenderness ; for in his sense they were ebulli-
tions of liberty, which broke out upon the skin, and werea
sign, if not of perfect health, at least of a vigorous constita-
tion, and must not be drivenin too suddenly, lesttheyshould
strike to the heart.”” Debrett, v. 128.

162. fit snstruments §c.—* I rejoicé€ (said lord Chatham
that America has resisted. Three millions of people, so0 dea
to all the feelings of liberty, as voluntarile to submat to be
slaves, would have heen fit instruments to make slaves of the
rest” Debrett, iv. 294. See v. 130: Compare Dunning’s
speech, Almon, i. 135; lord J. Cavendish, iii. 149150 ; lord
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The purpose of oppression o’er ourselves.

But it is atk’d, When were the Colonies .
Emancipated ?...When were they enslav’d ?- 165
Both God and'Nature/gave them' freedom’s rights,

. And God and Nature will those rights defend.

Their wise forefathers left sheir native soil

To flee from persecution ; will their spns

Forget their fathers’ virtues? Rather hope =~ 170
The sun will cease to shine; or Albion’s rocks

Sink in the foaming deep. It has been said

Shetburne, Almon, vii. 26; Lords’ Deb. col. Barre, ix. %;
lord Camden, x. 33-4. See Belsiam, ii. 204. ’
164. When were the colonies emancipated ?—** The gentle-
man (Mr. Grenville) asks, When were the colonies emanci-
iated? But I desire to know when they were made slaves.”
ord Chatham, Debrett, iv. 295. Compare 292 ; and Belsham,
ii. 98.
168. Their wise forefuthers §c.—*¢ The forefathers of the
Americans did not leave their native country, and subject
.themselves to every danger ahd distress, to be reduced to a
state of slavery, &c.”” Lord Camden, Dekcett, iv. 367. » If
we take a transient view of those motives which induced the
ancestors of our fellow subjects in America, to leave their
native’ country to encounter the innumerable difficulties of
the unexplored regions of the westéern world, our astonish- -
ment at the present conduct of their descendants will nate-
rally subside. There was no corner of the world into which
men of their free and enterprising spirit would not fly .with
alacrity, rather than submit to the slavish and tyranui
principles which prevailed at that period in their native
country. And we shall wonder, my lords, if the ‘descen-
dants of such illustrious characters spurn, with contempt,
the hand of unconstitutional power, that would snatch from
them such dear-bought privileges as they now eontend for.’
&c. Lord Chatham, May 27, 1774, Debrett, vii. 10-1.
172. 1t Las been said §c.—See above, ver. 88, to which
col. Barre replied; ¢ They planted by your care! No, your
oppressions planted them in America. They fled from
.tﬂanny to a then uncultivated and inhospitable country.—
ey nourished up by your indu]g‘ence ! They grew by your
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That they are children planted by your care,
Inyour indulgeacenurs’d, and by your arms

, Protected.. They! they planted by our care! (75
They by your armsprotected 2. They indalged !

" Ifrank oppression be indulgence call’d,

Indulgent was their parent, and their nurse
A kind protectress of the self-same race,
Thatin her quarrels spills her children’s blood 180
And now would fleece them of the hard-eara’d fruits
Of long laborious toil. Ye have no right;

. neglect of them.—They protected by your arms! They
have nobly taken up arms in your defence.” Ramsay,i. 57.
Sée Franklin’s Works, i. 360 ; < Intended Vindication;” and
gov. Pownall’s speech, May, 1770, Debrett, v. 315.

182. Ye heve no right ;— It is my opinion, (saidlord
Chatham, ) that this kingdom has noright to lay a tax upon
the Colonies, &c.”’—¢ The commons of America, represen-
tedin their several assemblies, have ever been in possession of
the excercise of this, their constitutional right, of giving
and granting their own money. They would have been
slaves if they had not enjoyed it.”" Debrett, iv. 290,291 ; See

Vil 13; Almon, ii. 14-5; x.12.

“ My possition is this—I repeat it__I will maintain itto my
last hour__taxation and representation are inseparable;—this
position is founded on the laws of nature; it is more, it is
itself an eternal law of nature ; for whatever is a man’s own,
is absolutely his ow#t ; no man hath a right to take it from
him without his consent, either expressed by himself or repre-

tive ; whoever attempts to do it, attempts an injury;

boever does it, commits a robbery ; he throws down, and
destroys the distinction between liberty and slavery. Taxa-
tion and representation are coeval with, and essential to this
constitution. I wish the maxim of Machiavel was followed, -
that of examining a constitution, at certain periods, accord-
¢ 1ngto its first principles ; this would correct abuses and sup-

» ply defects. I wish the times would bear it, and that men’s
minds were cool enough to enter upou such a task, and that

. therepresentative authority ofthis kingdom was moreequally
settled.” &c. &c. Lord Car:den, Debrett, iv. 365 ; Almon, ii.

13-4. Compare gdv. Pownall’s speech, Feb. 8, 1769, v. 61 ;

" and Mr. Fox’s,%iay 2, 1774. vii. 248 ; marquis of Granby’s,
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Yes ! I repeat, ye have no legal right

To tax your colonies. ' To give and grant

What is his own, beloags to free-born man ; 185
It is the slave who holds no property

But at a master’s ned. Of this great truth

Your blustering ministers scem sensible;

They tax, and untax, theo they tax again,

As if the buman feelings were their sport, - 190

And yet they talk of dignity, that dignity,

Almon, i. 418 ; sergeant Adair’s, A/mon, iii. 656 ; Mr. D.
Hartley’s,345 ; Mr. Temple Luttrell’s, vi. 24 ; Mr. Wilkes’s,
iii. 8 ; Mr. Burke’s, Jebre:t, vii. 135,

188. Your blustering ministers §c.—** Preposterously, you
began with violence ; and before terrors could have any ef
fect, either good or bad, your ministers immediately begged
pardon ; and promised that repeal to the obstinate Ameri-
cans, which they had refused in an easy, good-natured, com-
plying British parliament.__ Y our ministerial directors blus-
tered liketragick tyrants here ; and then went mumping with
asore leg in America, canting, and whining, and complain-
ing of faction.”* Burke, Debrett, vii. 139. See 131. 134
141-2. 167 ; dlmon, iv 125

¢ The whole of your political conduct (said lord Chatham)
hasbeen one coutinued series of weakness, temerity, de-
spotism, ignorance, futility, negligence, blundering, and the
most notorious servility, incapacity, aud corruption.” A4l
mon, ii. 29. See Ramsay, i. 88. -

191. Andyet they talk qu dignity,—** So that now, (said Mr.
Burke, May 8, 1770,) not only dignity, but government and
power are all brought to nought. Every instrument is gone;
there is neither civil nor military  The malignity of your
will is abhorred ; the debility of your poweris contemned,
" which ever has been, and is now the case of a government without
wisdom.”® Debrett, v. 331. ¢ You are therefore at this mo-
ment in the awkward situation of fighting for a phantom;
a quiddity ; a thing that wants not only a substance, but even
aname : for a'thing, which is neither abstract right, nor pro-
fitable enjoyment. They tell you, sir, that your dignity is
tied to it. I know not how it happens, dut this dignity of yours
18 a terrible sncumbrance ta you ; for it /as of late been ever ot
war with yourinterest,your equity, and everyidea of your policy.
Shew the thing you contend for to be reason ; shew it tobe
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Once the proud boast of Britons, now contemn’d ;

But stop their mad career ; conciliate -

Your injur’d brethren ‘ere it be too late ;

Restare their rights and laws ; and they will fly 195
To meet with open arms your proffer’d love.

But should you still persist, and fondly hope

By your superiour force to over-awe

Their British spirit, despair, aad liberty

common sense ; -shew it to be the means of attaining some
useful end ; and then I am content to allow it what dignity
you please. But what dignity is derived from the perseve-
rance in absurdity, is more than ever I could discern.” vii.
135. Of the vanegated nature of this dignity, and its poli-
tical consequence, the reader may see some specimens in
Belsham, 1. 423 ; viii. 397.

193. concifiate & c.—** Adoptsome lenient measures, which
may lure them to their duty ; proceed like a kind and affec-
tionate parent over a child whom he tenderly loves ; and, in-
stead of those harsh and severe proceedings, pass an amnesty
on all their youthful errors ; clasp them once more in your
fond and affectionate arms ; and 1 will venture to affirm you
will find them «children worthy of their.sire.”” Chatham,
Debrett, vii. 13.  See Almon, ii. 6-7.

199, despair and liberty—** Let us not, sir, drive them to
despair : the despair of a hrave Se(g:le always turns to cou-
rage : ‘that courage once exerted, God knows what may be
the end of it.”’ r. N. Calvert, Debrett, iv. 299. ¢ The
people of America are husbandmen—are unaccustomed to
arms ;—yet if you attempt to force taxes against the spirit
of the people there, you will find, when perhaps it is too
late, that they are of a spirit which will resist all force :
which will grow stronger by being forced ; will prove supe-
rior to all force, and ever has been unconquerable : they are
of a spirit to abide, nay, to court, persecution: and if—
they'should once take it into their hepds that they are under
a state of persecution, that spirit of ‘enthusiasm which is of
their temper, and of their very natyre, will arise, and every
mischievous consequence, in every bxtreme, willaccompany
%> Gov. Pownall, Debrett, v. 56.  *“ The Americans (ex-
claims lord Chatbam, Jan. 20, 1775,)Jeve liberty better than
kfe” Almon, ii. 8. They are the genuine descendants of a
noble ancestry : and I heartily coincide in the patriotick wish

. K _
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Will to their cause unite their poteut aid, 200
And soon an armed nation will arise

To spurn your feeble efforts. Should success,
Which patient Heaven avert, attend your cause,
And should Columbia fall beneaih the rod

Of iron power, like Sampson will she fall, 205
And crush with her our best and dearest rights.

Ye have what 1 advise, but much I fear

How little *t will avail; #nodesty

of the noble lord, ¢ that the young geatlemen of our time
would imitate them.” Compare Belsham, ii. 32.

203. Which patient Heaven avert,—< It is with pleasure
(said gov. Johnstone) I perceive the force of this countsy,
when wielded in such a cause, is totally inadequate.”” A/
mon, iii. 26. And sir Jos. Mawbey, addvessing himself, Mar.
2, 1776, to lord Howe and gen. Burgoyne, after givingtes-
timony to their personal worth, ¢ expressed his astonish-
ment that such men would be concerned in so infamous and
diabolical a business : and owned, that however he might
esteem them as men, he wished that they might not suceeed;
but that the cause of justice, humanity, freedom and the
constitution, might prevail.” 7). 408. .

¢ One hope, sir, (said Mr. T. Luttrell,) I will however
still entertain, and which I am neither afraid, nor ashamed
to avow ; it is, that the Americans may prove successful in
the maintenance of their just rights.”” kb, iii. 2434. In
the same spirit Mv, Wilkes, 4imon, vi. 17.

205. like Sampson—*¢ In such a cause, your success would
be hazardous. = America, if she fell, would fall like the
strong man. She would embrace the piﬁ‘:rs of the state,
and pull down the constitution along with her.”” Lord
Chatham, Debrett, iv, 297, .

208. a modesty—** The gentleman must not wonder he was
not contradicted, when, as the minister, he asserted the right
of parliament to tax America. I know not how it is, but
there is a modesty in this iouse, which does not chuse to con-
tradict a minjster. Even your chair, sir, looks too aften to-
wards St. James’s. I wish gentlemen would get the better
of this modesty. If they do not, perhaps the collective body
may begin to abate of its respect for the representative.
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That fears to give offence, I know not how,

Has crept within these walls: O! that, at Jast, 210
You would be wise, and reverence yourselves !

The British minister should be the-voice

Of Britain’s Commons, and the Commons be

Lord Bacen had told me, that a great question woald mnot
fail of being agitated at one time or anether.” I}, 296.

212. The British minister should be §¢— The word mi-
nister, my lords, has been very much misunderstood of
late. It has a British, and a French signification. In the

- British sense, my lords, it signifies a servant of the parlia-
ment, a servant of the people, as well as of the erown.—The
French sense of the word minister, my lords, maitre de pa-
his, is. one who acts in place of the king, one who is
accountable to none but the king, let him be glllilty of never
80 Many mis iages or mismanagementg. .1 am s te
see it, {ut w:m“gnem of late to havse1doptod this hs?gnse
of the word. Ministers of Great Britain seem to be as ab-
solate as they are in France. But my lords, I hape vour -
lordships will assert the dignity of this house, &c.”” D. of
Argyle, Timberland, vi. 229. It was this digunity that em-
boliined lord Chatham to tell the coumcil, that < he wae
called into the ministry by the voice of the peeple, amd to
them beld himself answerable far his conduct.”. - Emcy.
Brit. axt. Pat.. oo ’

- 213. and the Commons be &c~+* Whoever understands the
theary of the English constitution, and will compare it with
the fact, must see at once how widely they differ. We must .
‘reconcile them to each other, if we wish to save the liber-
ties of this country. 'We mast reduce our political practice
as nearly as possible to.our political principles. The con-
stitution intended that there should be a femaucm relation
betweaen the constituent and represeutative body of the people.
Will any man.affirma that, as the house of commons is now
formed, that relation is in every degree preserved ? My loxds,
itis not preserved ; it is destroyed.”’—* The corruptio

the people is the great original cause of the discontents of
the people themselves, of the enterprises of the crown, and
the notorions decay of the internal vigour of the constitution.
Forthis it evil, someimmediate remedy must be provided;
and I confess, my lords, I did hope, that his majesty’s servants
would not have sufiered so many years of peace to elapse,

‘without ;p:xing some attention to an abject, which ou%ht to
engage and interest us all. I flattered myself I should see
feme barriers threwn up in defence of the constitution, same.
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The voice of Britain's people; ’t is the want

Of this harmonious union, that perchance 215
Hatb caus’d this modest fear to give offence : .
Even our liberty, ?f speech|is-now '

impediment formed to stop the rapid progress of corruption.
I doubt not we all agree that something must be done.”’~
¢t The boroughs of this country have properly enough been
called the rotten parts of the constitution. I have lived in
Cornwall, and without entering into an invidious particv-
larity, have seen enough to justify the appellation.””— It
is notin the little dependent boroughs, it is in the great &
ties, and counties, that the stren ﬁ and vigour of the con-
stitution resides, and by them alone, if an unhappy ques-
tion should ever arise, will the constitution be honestly and
firmly defended. I would increase that strength, because
think it is the only security we have against the profligacy
of the times, the corruption of the peeple, and the ambition
of the crown.”” Lord Chatham, Jan. 22, 1770, Debret:, v.
154-5 ; see 162. 177. 353. 389. In another debate, this indig-
nant statesman, and indel;endent Briton, speaking of the
boroughs, exclaims ; ‘ A borough, which perhaps no man
over saw ; this is what is called, the rotten part of the con-
stitution ; it cannol continue a century ; if it does notdrop, i
must be amputated.”” Jan. 14, 1766 ; Debrett, iv. 291, «I
shall grant (said lotd Carteret, in 1740,) that a perfect har-
mony between king and parliament, has always hitherto
iven weight to the king’s counsels abroad ; but from whence
gid this proceed ? It proceeded from the pariiament speak-
ing the language of the people ; for if ever a parliament, by
corruption, or other means, should begin to speak the lan-
guage of ministers, without regard o the sentiments of the
people, a good harmony between king and parliament, will
then have no authority at home, and consequently can have
no more effect abroad, than a good harmony between the
king and his ministers, I was going to say his footmen ; for
a minister that is hated by the people, is in'a more precari-
ous situation, and must be more dependant, than any ofthe
king’s footmen® Timberland, vii. 472. ¢ The distinguishing,
and sole sign of a people’s being free, is that of their being
overned by those laws, and those men they aprro‘ve of.”
ee the earl of Halifax’s speech, 6. 523 ; duke of Argyle’s,
677. - : - .
217. Our liberty of speech §c.— ¢ Gentlemen, sir, have
been charged with giving birth to sedition in America. They
have spoken their sentiments with freedom against this un-
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Imputed as a crime 3 but such a crime,

And such an impatation shall ot tarn

Me from my purpese, tho’ 'm stigmatiz’d 220 :
With faction and seditiony\ Korwhe speaks

Or writes, or acts in times that are Torrupt,

And hears not rask abuse, had better cease

To act, or write, or spesk; since what he does

Reaches not home, and ’tis the hearts of men, 225
Conscious of ill, that prompts them to revile

The works of uprightness, and patriot worth, -

In such bad times abuse is virtue’s meed,

For slower are the good to give applauie .
Than are the bad to censure. ’Tisour right, 230 -
ltis our bounden duty to deelare

The soul’s free sentiments, and him who robs

Man of his rights, tho” armed with triple steel,

Avenging justice soown will overtake,

And hurl him headlong from his towering height.

Britons ! onee more ere the blest time be past, 236

e a Pcbts

Bappy act, and that freedom has been their crime. Sorry |
am to hear the liberty of speech in this house, imputed as a
crime.  But the imputation shall not discourage me. Itisa
Bberty I mean to exercise. No gentleman ought to be afraid’
to exercise it. It is a liberty by which the gentleman who
calumnfates it might have profited. Me ought to have profit-
¢d. He ought to have Jesisted from his project.”” Ld. Chat- -
ham, Debrett, iv. 294 : so also Mr. Burke, dimon, iii. 170 ;
and lord Camden, v, 92 ; Mr. Fox, iv. 212. Sir Gilbert
Elliot, *in explicit terms stigmatized those who were of an
oygosite opinion, as a sot of people pervaded with the spirit
of faction.”” A/monr, viii. 2. And colonel Luttrell expressed
his ‘ abhorrence of principles which led men to support re-
bellion—He could not remain silent, when he saw a set of
en combined together to betray their country—abettors of
treasonang rebellion, &c.” Ibk&w-l. SceBelsham, i. 96, nete.
2
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Restore Columbia to her rights, and laws;

Your country too restore to happiness.

But ere I close there is one subject more, -
Which fain I would uot notide to your ears, 240
But that indignant justice vrges on.

Methought I heard, would that I were deceiv’d !
That neither Heaven, nor nature, hath forbid

To use the Indian scalpings—Gracious God!

That thou should’st sit upon thy mercy-seat, 245
Nor bare thy arm to vengeance! Who is he

That, to the evils of this murderous war,

Dares authorize, and league with British arms

‘The horrid scalping-knife and tomahawk

Of Savages? What being civilized 250
Would claim alliance with bratality ?
-Curse on such odious stains on Britain’s sons !

242. Methought I heard, &c. The earl of Suffolk, secretary
of state, had more than once vindicated the employment of
Indians in the American war; ¢ for my part, said his lord-
ship, 18th Nov. 1777, ‘“whether foreigners or Indians, which
the noble lord has described by the appellation of savages, I
shall ever think it justifiable to exert every means in our
power to repel the attempts of our rebellious subjects. 1am
clearly of opinion that we are fully justified in using every
means which God and Nature has putinto our hands.” /.
mon, X. 25 ; and again p. 48, in almost the same words ; and
compare p. 82; and lord Denmore declared, ¢ that he hearti-
ly wished more Indians were employed; that they were by
nomeans a cruel people ; that they never excercised the scalp-
ing-knife, or were guilty of a barbarity, but by way of striking
terror into their enemies, and by that means putting an endtothe

Surther effusion of blood.”” Ib. 100 ; so attorney-general Thur-

low, viii. 50 ; and lord North, viii. 360. These sentiments

roused‘the whole indignation of the British Chatham, and he

gave vent %o his feelings in that burst of eloquence, which the
oet has' endeavoured to put into metre. See the speech in
elskam’s Hist. G. I11. i1. 327332 : and Life of ﬂ'

ton, iii. 317-9 ; and Almon, x. 10. 47-8 74, Compare Mr.

Burke’s spesch upon this subject, Almon, viii. 348350
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Where are those principles that diguify
The British soldier? Where that pomp, and pride,
That ciycumstance of glorious war, which makes 255
Ambition virtue ? Where, O Senators !
That noble sense of honour ? Can this sense
Consist with plunder, and a murderer’s views?
As Christian, and as human kind forbear
This horrible barbarity : the mind 260
Of man at such avowal stands aghast.
What! Callit principle to usethe means
That God, and Nature put into our hands !
Can God, and Nature sanction massacre ?
Can God, and Nature claim affinity 265
With torture, murder, scalps, and tomahawks?
Ye sacred Priests! whose pure unsullied hands
Abstain from human blood ; who teach mankind . °
To trace the foot-steps of their heavenly guide,
And mercy love with jusgice ; vindicate 270
The laws, and doctrines of insulted Heaven.
Ye ermin’d Judges! interpose the rights
Of nature, and of man: Defend, support
The justice of your country from this spot,
This stain most horrible. Ye Senators! - 215
Who Honour’s, and who Virtne’s laws obey !
Revere your dignity, and imitate
The bright exemplar of your noblé sires.
And thou blest Genius of our favour’d isle !

. I here invoke thy aid to vindicate 280
The nation’s character. Should this foul deed,
This worse than Popish cruelty pollute
The Brjti;h name, and gnnals. Spain herself
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In barbarous inhumanity, and guilt

N

Will boast no longer her pre-emibhence. 285
She loos’d her blood-hounds ’gainst the wretched
sons

Of scerching Mexick ; we more ruthless far

Arm even hell-hounds *gainst our countrymen,

Our countrymen who staud endear’d to us

By every tie that binds humanity. 200
Weak asI am, and now advanc’d in years,

My daty and my conscience bade me vent
"My deep abhorrence of sych cursed deeds.

Once more then, Britons!. ere it be too Jate
Couciliate your brethren ; let the base 205
And vilér passions of the human mind

Be purg’d, and clean’d away ; let gratitude

For their past services be uppermost

In all your hearts; and: may that liberty,

Which Heaven’s first charter ratified to man, 300
" Spread like the seriptural viae its sheltering leaves,

296. And viler passions §0.—* Will you punish them for '
the madness you have occasioned ? Rather let prudence and
temper come first from this side. I will undertake for Ame-
rica that she will follow the example. "here are two lines
in a ballad of Prior’s, of a man’s behaviour to his wife, 0’
applicable to you and your Colonies, that I cannot help re-
peating them : . :
¢ ¢ Be to her faults a little blind :

Be to her virtues very kind.” ’”
Lord Chatham, an. 1766, Debrett,iv. 297.. See above ver.
193. ¢ Mercy cannot do harm-; it will seat the king where
he ought to be, throned on the hearts of his peopﬁe ; and
millions at home and abroad, now-employed in obloquy or
revolt, would pray for him.” Almon, vii. 95. 119-120. See
the duke of Grafton's speech, ¢5. 102:3.

301. Like the scriptural vine— Lord Chatham declared, (3th
Jan. 1770,) ¢ that liberty was a plant that deserved to be che-
rished ;- that he loved the tree, and wished well to every
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And shed eternal blessings on mankind !”

The patriot ended ; but the voice of truth

Had lost its influence ; for there prevail’d

A hidden power, which, like a talisman, 305
Lock’d up the inteliectual sense, and caus’d

To see with other eyes, and hear with other ears.
Itis this power, by which the prescient mind

Of wisdom’s son foretells the fall of states

With certain augury ; it is this power 310
Which, like the enormous goitre on the neck

Of Alpine peasant, preys apon the state,

Grows with its growth, and dies but with its death.
Nathless the applauding silence which ensued

The patriot’s voice, spake more than loudest ,wprds
How arduous, and how long the contest is, 316

branch of it. That like the vine in the Scripture, it had
spread from east to west, had embraced whole nations with
its branches, and sheltered them under its leaves. That the
Americans had purchased their liberty at a desr rate, since
they had quitted their native country, ‘and gone in search of
freedom to a desart.” Debrett, v. 129, R

305. A hidder power, &c.— After the celebrated motion
of Mr. Dunning, Apr. 6th, 1780, ¢ that the influence of the
crown had increased, was increasing, and ought to be di.
minished ;** after the prophetick exclamation of lord Chat-
ham, May 1771, ¢ that our whole constitution is giving
wiy ;*? after the solemn declaration of Mr. Fox, April 1777,
“that corruption and patronage had overspread the land—
that the king’s name was frequently prostituted by his mi-
nisters.and that majorities were found to support the
worst measures with as much alacrity as the best ;”” and yet
no efficient amendment either in church or state being
likely to take place, (and this too at a time when the crash
of kingdoms is resounding on all sides) the reflecting mind
can only ponder in silence upon the inevitable consequences
of things, and perhaps in sorrow exclaim,

4 Venit summa dies, et ineluctabile tempus
Dardanie.’

See Belsham, iii. 257 ; Almon, v1i.'119,
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*Twixt conscience and corruption ; ’tis this centest
Which gracious Heaven ordain'd te be our guard
Against encroaching crime, and ’twill at fast
Preserve the human race; for art requires $20
Incessant care and trouble, oft renew’d,
‘To gain its purposes, but nature acts
With pure simplicity, and perfect ease,
Wants uo renewal for ’tis ever new ;
'Tis as the orb of day, which, tho’ cbscur’d 825
By passing shadows, blazes forth again,
And from the contrast dazzles yet the more.
This Nosth perceiv’d; and fearful of the event,
For tho’ he knew his power, he also knew
How pepular the cause of freedom was 330
‘To every British bosom, thus aloud
Instant the silence braks; O Senators!
Under the specious name of liberty
Have faction and sedition ta’en their stand ;
The précs now teems with such licentiousness 333
That it is time some measure be devis'd _
To #bp the growing evil. You are told
Tn poinpous eloquence, that should you dare
" To raise the arm of power against the sons

Of freedom, your weak efforts will redound 340
“To your disgrace, and rnin. - What is this
But faction’s very voice? And what but this

335. The press now teems, §o.— Theliberty of the press,”
said lord North, an. 1774,  had get to such a-height, that
some measure must he thought on, &c.” Dedrett, vii. 31.

See also the recommendation in the king’s sprech, Nov.
15th, 1763. '

-t
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Hath caus’d those evils that we now deplore? ~

But be ye not dismay’d; let ne such fear

Enter your breaste; the force that is requir'd . 345
To bring back these rebellious celonies | - .

To their obedience, is so trivial

It scarce deserves your notice; guilt alone

Will meet its punishment, the innocent, .
And loyal to your cause will join their aid, 350

343. Hath caus'd these ovils—.*‘ The seditious spirit of the
colonies owes its birth to the factions in this house—we
were told we trod on tender ground ; we were bid to expeet
disobedience. What was this but telling the Americans to
stand out against the law, to encourage their obstinacy
with the expectation of support from hence > Mr. Gren-
ville, an. 1776, Debreit, iv. 292-3. - : ’

345. The foree that is requir’d &e —*¢ The good of this
act is, that four or five frigates ws// do the business without
any military foree.” Lord North, an. 1774, Debrett, vii.
88 ; see Akbmon, i. 483. Even Colonel Barre seems to have
been led astray upon this subject. ¢ 1have not a doubt,”
says he, ¢ but a very small part of our strength will, at any
time overpower them.” 6. 94 And General Grant de-
clared, ¢ that he had served in America, that he knew the
. Americans very well, and was certain they would not fight ;

they would never dare (o face an English army, and that they -
did not possess any of the qualifications ngcessary to make -
a good soldier.”” 4imon, i. 135. (So said Mr. Rigby, 421.)
In another place the general affirmed, ¢ that at the head of
five regiments of infantry, he would undertake to traverse
the whole country, and grive the inhabitants from one end -
of the contineat to the other.” Life of Washington, ii. 237.
See the notes ; and Belsham, ii. 110-1. Lord Sandwich was
inspired with the same Mardonian knewledge and con.
tempt. Belskam, ii. 91. . .

348. Guilt alone—Earl Gower, president of the council,
contended that, ‘in consequence of lord Howe’s proclama-
tion, great numbers-had flocked to the British standard j
humbers were daily coming in; and without doubt, there
were a great many loyal persons in all the different patts of
America, who only waited for an opportunity of claiminﬁ
the protection of the British arms. In fact, the majority o
the very rebels wished to shake off the yoke they so severe-
ly felt ; they were heartily tired of their new masters ; and
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Withdraw not then your confidence from men

Who have o long enjoy’d it unreproach’d,

Bat think your honour, and your interests

Loudly command you to uphold your rights.”

Thus spake the minister, and confidence 355
With wonted complajsance obey’d his veice.

But confidence i‘c a parisitick plant,

1t seldom fastens on.the virtuous breast,

having tasted the difference between British liberty and
American tyranny, they would gladly return to their alle-
giance, in order to participate of those blessings enjoyed
dke rest of the subjects of the British government.” Almon, vii.
99. Truly, my good lord, you seem to have forgotten that
this was the very object they were contending for.

¢ The rest of the colonies,’”” said lord North, ¢ will not
take -fire at the proper punishment inflicted on thése who
have disobeyed your authority.”’ Debrett, vii. 88.

353. your honour, and your interests—¢ The constitu-
tional authority of this kingdom over its colonies must be
vindicated, and its laws obeyed throughout the Wwhole em.
pire. It is not only its dignity and reputation, but its
power, niy its very existence depends upon the present mo-
ment.”’” E. of Dartmouth, Almon, i. 39. The earl 6f Sand-
wich, ¢¢as an Englishman, and a friend to his country,
could not endure the thoug}l\lt (of reconciliation upon the
ground of independence) ; he woyld never consent to sub-
scribe to a doctrine, so (ierogatory to the honour, so dis-
graceful to the character, and so destructive to the interests
of the country. He would resign every thing sooner than
accede to it.”’ Almon, vii. 15-6. .

357. But confidence &c.—<“1love to be explicit, I can-
net give them my confidence; pardon me, gentlemen,
bowing to the ministry, confidence is a plant of slow growth
in an aged bosom ; youth is the season of credulity ; by
comparing events with each other, reasoning from effects
to causes, methinks I plainly discover the .traces of an
over-ruling influence.”’ ghatha.m, Debrett, iv. 289,

The ¢ pliable disposition’’ of the house of commons was
complained of by various statesmen. See speeches. of lord
John Cavendish, and Mr. Fox, 4lmon, vi. 50. 54, The duke
of Richmond ¢ boldly affirmed that government was car-
ried on solely through the means of bribery and corruption;
that'all test of public conduct was laid aside, which depend-

-
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But oo the unsound trunk it takes deep root,

Thus Heaven for wisest purposes depriv’d 360
The British Senate of its intellects ;

And caus’d them to approve the,worstadvice;,

And him forsake who counseil’d them the best.

But now their crowded squadrons ’gan to leave

Their bostile ports, and over ocean’s waves 365
Plough their eventful way, fraught with disgrace,
And ruin to themselves, but to mankind

ed upon freedom of thought, or freedom of acting. The in-
discriminate. support ministers received, to whatever mea-
sures they thought groper to propose, though ever so ruin-
ousand destructive, furnished daily proofs of it—and nothing
but the personal virtue of the sovereign prevented this couno
try from a total.loss of liberty.”” Aimon, vii. 12-3. x. 36-7.__
The duke of Grafton contended ¢ that parliament was led
blindfolded ; they assented to every thing ministers propos-
ed; they reposed an unlimited confidence in their assurances,
&c.” £6.17. and x. 28. Lord Shelburne condemns in the
strongest terms ‘¢ the shameful subserviency of parliament.’?
See Almon, x. 291-2. And in another place he declares ¢ that
before this country, or its constitution is recovered, that
corrupt house must be new modelled. 1t is at present (an. 1778
the source of all corr\:/l;:ions and misfortunes ; and if al
othermeans should fail, the people will probably rise, and drag
their corrupt and venal representatives from their seats.” Ib,
x.392. Soon after he calls them ¢ the servile followers of
.the minister ; read‘y to obey every mandate he thinks pro-
per to issue; totally jmmersed in the deepest and dirtiest
ways of cosruption, and lost to every sense of their own
duty, and constitutional importance in the state.’”’ 394.—
Let us hope fer the sake of humanity that his lordship did
not find them quite 50 bad when he had the honour ofholda
ing the reins of state. See also sir G. Saville’s speech, AL
mon, iii. 251. Mr. Fox says, ¢ that the confidence of the
nation is placed in their representatives; and if those to
Whom they had given their confidence, should transfer that
confidence to_the minister, they were betrayed not repre-
sentéd.”” See Belsham, iv. 405, and 380-1. where Mr. Sheri-
dan « totally abjures the doctrine of confidence in ministers."
360. Thus Heaven §c.—And Absalom and all the men of
Israel said; The counsel of Hushai the Archite is better

L
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Destin'd the eternal mandate to folfil, = *

Oh Britain! Oh my Country! whea will gold,
And slippery eloquence, and fraudful arts 870
Cease to beguile thy €00 obsequious ear?

Must migery teach thee wisdom ? Misery

Will soon arrive, and thou at length be taught
The bést of lessons by the worst of means. 314

than the counsel of Ahithophel. For the Lord had appointed
to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, to the intent that
the Lord might bring evil upon Absalom.’’ 2 Sam. xvii. 14.

372. Must misery §o.—* That the spirit of the people,”
said governor Johnstone, ¢ sheuld so long be deceived by
their arts and management is to me astonishing. I sioll
whit pats some ur‘:lm- calamaty, for no reasoning on the
certain progress of things in'a growing emgire can affect
their narrow minds.”’ Almon iii. 28. <« :%:'he truth is,” says
Wuhinﬁon ¢ the people must fee! before they will see.”
Life of ub;'ng‘tou, v. 93,

END OF THE FOURTH BOOK,
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Measwuiie had-Fame with Liuge expanded wings,
Spread o’er the vast Atlantick, wide diffus’d,
The bitter tale of woe, that Britain’s sons,
Forgetting British virtue, had uprear’d
The blood-stain’d standard of despotick power. 5
. Columbia heard the sound ; but heard unaw’d ;
* Rous'd by that deep internal sense of right,
! Which Heaven hath planted-in the human breast:
. Toshield it from oppression, her free soul’ i
* Spura’d all the hostile threats ; she knew that:God
. Neverdesigned maa to be a slave ;- 1
' Sheknew that freedom’s heaveu-clad columaus rose-
; Up to the fountain of eternal light;
¢ Whileits-firm base immovable was fix’d
In-earth’s adamantine ceatre.” Were her sons 15
F But true unto themselves, not all the powers-
Of all the leagued potentates on the earth
1’ Could aught avail against them ; ’twasnot ferce,

. Butart, intrigue and cunning that she fear’d ;-
l - L2
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These are the weapons that to guard against 20
lequires untainted virtue, and to these ’

lo oppose the firmest bulwark was her care.

\mong her numerous progeny was one,

o far pre-emiunent above the rest,

n all those qualities of mind which grace 25
iuperiour station, that Columbia saw

8 him that bulwark, which her fondest hopes

1ad scarce expected. In his godlike front
‘rudence and valour had so deep ingrav’d

lach her respective attribute, that each 30
)id seem to strive for mastery ; at his birth
Visdom and Virtue did preside, and nam’d

n happiest hour their offspring, Washington.

is when fond llium saw her favour’d chief,

irn’d for the battle, down her spacious streets 35
1arch like a God, her bulwark and her joy ;

o0 joy’d Columbia, when she saw her son

'ant to defend hiscountry from her foe.

.nd now she hasten’d to convene her sons

'0 aid ber great design ; ard took her stand 40
'n Bunker’s summit ; whence she call’d so loud,
‘hat all the solid continent, from where

he northern zone wrapt in eternal ice

aughs at the solar beam, to that fam’d clime

Vhere Mammon hath embosom’d .all his stores, 4§
.nd pours his golden curses on mankind...,

hro” all this vast expanse her solemn voice
e-echo’d ; “* Sons and Warriours! Ye who long
ook’d up to Britain as another parent ;
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Who spar’d no efforts to defend her cause 50

From foreign foes, and in that cause to shed

Your dearest blood ; now learn what recompense
Proud Britain deigns return ; your rights are sparn’d,
Your laws and constitution, all contemn’d ; :
And now the ocean groans beneath the weight 55
"Of ber throng’d squadrons, come, no loager friends
But bitterest foes, to check fair freedom’s voice,
And place the yoke of oiavery on your necks.

My Sons! But ye will teach the haughty foe

To know himself, and learn how dire the task,

To tram;;le down the laws of God and man. 61
Haste then, convene to conncil, and elect

Some chief for prudenee, and for valour fam’d,

Who in.the senate, or the field, may best

Consult your interest, and your rights defend.” 65
She spake; and they to council instant went.

As when the ocean’s hollow waves uprear

Their foam.y tops, swoln by the boisterous north.;
The winding shores with all their rocks and caves,
Lash’d by the billowy horrour, back rebound 70
The long hoarse bellowings; but when Heaven’s spirit

61. To trample doun éc.—“ The Americans,” said Mr.

Y

Fox, Qct. 1776, “ had done no more than the Endlist *
done against James the second. When James 1

the kingdom, the English declared the throne to

ted, and chose another king. When the late s

werg passed against the Americans, they were tl
anarchy ; they declaréd we had abdicated the gc

and therefore they were at liberty to choose a g

for themselves.”” Almon, vi. 44.

-l
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Breathes its'ambrosial odours o’er the deep,

The silent waves scarce ruffled, hardly give

The solar beam to play its dazazly sport;

So when Célumbia urg’d: fair freedom’s sons 75

In council to'cenvene; the earth around

Groan’d underneath their feet, and all the air

Madden’d in tumult. But when Franklin rose,

At whose right hand sat Wisdom cloth’d in light,

And round whose head a blaze of vivid flame 80

Play’d harmless, mute attention, still as night,

Held all the listening throng, and thus he spake;

* €olumbia’s offspring! Ye who wont to boast

Of British blood, that uncontaminate

Flow’d through your swelling veins, now boast no
more ; 85

Britaim is sold to gold ; the wealth of Ind,

86. the wealth of Ind, §c.— For some years past,"saici

lord Chatham, Jan. 1770, ¢ there has been an influx of

wealth into this country, which has been attended with ma-
ny fatal q , b it has not been the regular, no-
tural produce of labour and industry. The riches of Asia have
been poured in upon us, and have brought with them xet
only Asiatic luzury, but, I fear, Asiatic principles of govers-
ment. Without connections, without any natural interest in the
soil, the importers of foreign gold, kave forced their way into
parliament, by suck a torrent of private corruption, as no pri-
vate hereditury fortune could resist”’ Debrett, v. 153-4 ; see
also p. 356, where his Tordship speaks of the detestation in
which he holds ¢¢ thelofty Asiatic plunderers of Leadenhall-
street.” Even lord North complains of the ¢ officers of the
Company, who, for want of praper laws, disobeyed their
masters, and thereby, as suddenly as exorbitantly, increased
their own finances ; a conduct which might hazard the loss
of those domimions to this kingdom ; might ruin the country
and make the English hated by the peonle over whom they ty-
rannised.”” Jan. 1772 Debrelt, vi. 138.
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Wealth not the produce of industrious toil,

But the effect of wide-extehded power,

Has pour’d upon her such a sweeping deluge

Of luxury, and corruption,/that unléss 90
There be applied some speedy remedy,

The state itself must fall beneath its weight.

*Tis this corruption which hath overspread

The British senate with its noisome fames,

Aud hath so blinded the intellectual sense 95
That they no longer see with reason’s eye,

Of a similar opinion to lord Chatham was sir G. Saville,
14,256 ; Mir. Burrell, Id. 288. See sir Will. Meredith’s opi-
nion, Id. 482-4 ; the attorney-general Thurlow's, 509, 510 ;
col. Burgoyne’s, Debrett, vii. 57. The prodigious corruption
and the destructive influence upon the borough system,
that have almost overwhelmed the nation from this unnatu-
ral influx of Indian wealth, are admirably pourtrayed by
the earl of Shelburae, April 1777, Almon, vii. 86, 87. See
Belshawm, 1. 228, note; 401; viii. 129; Almon, v. 187.201.

Well might Mr. Burke prophecy, an. 1773, that this coun-
iry will have reason to curse the Indies ;> Debrett, vi. 479. It
has cursed them ; it does curse them ; they have been the
cause, direct or indirect, of changing the British character;
instead of the sturdy oak, we see too frequently the bendin,
willow; instead of that firm and ‘steady upholder of the best
principles of the British constitution, we find the victim of
luxury and the suppliant tool of power; where are we now
tosearch for the old English country gentleman, him who
had ¢¢ a natural interest in the soil,” a feeling indigenous to
his country ? He has been driven by Asiatick luxury, and
Asiatick taxation from his house and home, he has sought
for refuge in towns and cities, he has been forced to let the
domains of his ancestors, where his name had been revered
for generations, to purse-proud Begums and time-servin
Nabobs. And what has the country gained by this exchange
Taxes and luxury. What has it Jost, and is daily losing ?
Its rights, its libet€ies, and its feelings. .

’A Ddoxenuaria Tmagray Shi.

96. no io;zger see §c.—Mr. Burke ¢ compared the heuse
of commons to a dead senseless mass, which had neither
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Nor hear the voice of truth, but madly steer :‘

The vessel of the state upon the roeks

Of civil war. What base ingratitude

Feor all the treasures that ye have coasum’d 100
For all the blood that ye bave shed for them,

And for their interesta! When did ye refuse ?
Freely to graat, even beyond your power, §
Your contributions te defend their trade? i |
This all their merchants knew, and feel the truth, |

sense, soul, or activity, but as it derived them- from the
minister.” Amon, i. i4. _

¢ The Americans,” said lerd Shelburne, Qct. 1775
¢ judge from facts. They have seen an uniform lurking sp-
it of despotism pervading every administration. It has pre-
vailed over the wisest, and most constitutional counsels; #
has precipitated us into the most perhicious of all wars; 1
war with our brothers, owr friends, and ouar follow-su-
Jects.” ismon, v. 19.

100-4. for all the treasures §c.—See Dr. Franklin’s Exr
mination, an. 1766, Debrett, iv. 326. 339, &c. and 208, &c.
Life of Washington, ii. 109; Abnon, i. 143. 248. 377—J81.
8ee causes of American diseontents ; and letter eoncerning
the gratitnde of America, Fronklin’s Works, i. 231. %6

" and p. 362; Rom:ay, i. 63-4. 165-6. 169. i

On the 22d Jan. 1756, His Majesty sent the following
message to the house of commons: * His Majesty bei2§
sensible of the zeu! and vigeur with which his githful sub-
Jeets, of certain colonies in North America, have exer
themselves in defence of his Majesty’s just rights and pes-
sessions, recommends it to this house to take the same inté
their consideration, and to enable His Majesty to give them
sach assistance as may be a proper reward and encouragt: |
ment.”” Debrett, iii. 263. 258-9. 433 ; iv. 134. |

105. and feel the truth &c.—See the petition of the Lov- |
don merchants, and from various other towns, in 1760; |
Debrett, iv. 319—322 ; and 1775, Almon, i 104, 169. Lord
Chatham estimated the profits to Greft Britain from i ;
American trade, at two miHions a year, /5. 295. ¢ Youhat¢ |
not a loom, nor an anvil, (said col. Barre,) but what%
stamped with' America ; it is the main prop of your trade.
It. vii. 94. Mr. Burke ¢ compared the situation of Amene
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And justice of your cause. Whence then the need 108
To force your treasures from your willing breasts ;
Unless it be to uphold.the worst design,

The most despotick of all'principles,

in 1774, to a funeral ; trade and commerce were pall-bear-
ers; the merchants and traders chief mourners; the West
Indian and African merchants closed the procession.” A&
mon, i. 6. See x. 379.

107: Yo force your treasures &c.__Dr. Franklin, in that
velebrated tract, (which is said to have excited such hatred
ina certain breast,) called, Kules for reducing a great Em-
pire to @ small one, has thus written; viii. * If when you
are engaged in war, your colonies should vie in liberal aids
of men and money against the common enemy, upon your
simple requisition, and give far beyond their abilities_re-

tthat a penny taken from them by your power, is more
honourable to you than a pound presented_by their benevo-
lence; despise therefore their voluntary grants, and resolve
toharrass {)}?:m with novel taxes. They will probably com-
pltin to vour parliament that they are taxed by a body in
which they have no representative, and that this’is contrary
0 common right. They will petition for redress. Let the
parliament Aout their claims, reject their petitions, refuse
- 1tven to suffer the reading of them, and treat the petitions
- With the utmost contempt.—Nothing can have a better ef-

in producing the alienation preposed ; for, though ma-
:g can fox'%ive injuries, none ever forgave contempt.”

lin’s Works, i. 346-7. See Pelsham, ii. 55.

9. T%2 most despotick §c.— The idea of a virtual re. -
Presentation of America in this house, is the most contemp-
Whleidea that ever entercd into the head of a man—it does
8t deserve a serious refutation. The commons of America,
Tepresented in their several assemblies, have ever been in
Possession of the exercise of this, their constitutional right,
¥ piving and granting their own money. They would have

slaves if they had not enjoyed it.”” Lord C{n.tham, Be-
drett, iv. 291. See I5.309.318-9; andlord Camden’s speech,
Yuoted before, 364 ; gov. Pownall’s, 493 ; lord Shelburne’s,
n,v.66. See Albany papers, Franklin’s Works, i. 120,
&‘L';' and p. 249. American Declaration of - Rights, Life of

-1 212, &c.; 112. 115. 136. 240. This complaint is of very
, oM standing, See Life of W. i. 223-4. 305. 340-1.

-, The humility of the ministers in 1778, compared with
their former arrogance, is an instructive proof of the neces-

[y
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To tax where is no representative ? 110
Have they redress’d one grievance? Have they not
Pass’d their despotick laws to drag us hence

By force and violence to be condemn’d

sity that wisdom should preside over the affairs of a great
kingdom. See Belsham, i1. 363-4.

111. Have they redres?d &c.— To the petition which |
Mr. Penn delivered into the hands of the earl of Dartmouth
on the 1st of Sept. 1775, he was, after a short interval, in- -

formed that ¢ no answer would be given !>’ Belsham, ii. 152.
* How did we treat America (sajd lord Chatham)? Peti-
tions rejected ; complaints unanswered ; dutiful representa-
tions treated with contempt ; an attempt to establish despot-
ism on the ruins of constitutional liberty ; measures to en-

force taxation by the point of the sword.”’ 4/mon, x.76. See

Life of W. ii. 273, note ; 472-3 ; Ramsay i. 141. 346.

112. laws to drag us hgnce—i. e. by reviving the ohsolete |

statute of the 35th of Henry VIIL ¢ But to include, by 2
forced’and preposterous construction, the colonies of North
America in_the scope of this statute was certainly a most
unparalleled perversion of law and justice.” Belsham, ii. 12.
See also the Act for the impartial adninistration of justice
in Massachusetts Bay, Ib. 54. Compare Ramsay, i. 107-8.
Life of W. ii. 159.170. note; 195.

The celebrated ¢ Prussian Edict,” written by Dr. Frank-
lin in ridieule of these laws, concludes in" these words—
¢ And all persons in the said island are hereby cautioned
not to oppose in any wise the execution of this our edict, or
any part thereof, such opposition being high treason; of
which all who are suspected shall be transported in fetters
from Britain to Prussia, there to be tried and executed ac
cording to the Prussian law. )

Such is our pleasure.”

Franklin’s Works, i. 321. See 314. 352-3 ; Debrett’s Deb. v.
21-2. 54-5. 67. Mr. Burke mentioned ¢ with horror, theides
of tearing a man from his family and friends the other side
the Atlantick, and tearing his heart outin Smithfield, sty
ing it the heart of a traitor, because he would not believein
virtual representation, and because he would not believe
that America—was part of the manor of Greenwich.” A4/
mon, i. 168 ; ii. 82 ; lord Camden’s speech; and vii. 114,
Lords’ Deb. where is an abstract of American sufferings.
So viii. 140. '
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At foreign courts by juries prejudic’d ?

Surely the govern’d can themselves best judge, 115
That which is best, because they feel their ills,

And feeling know the apptopriate rémedy.

Where have they shown their mercy ? Where refus’d,
With more than Indian barbarity,

Tovote a famine to their kindred blood ? - 120
And yet they offer pardon ; pardon whom ?

115, can themselves best judge, §c.—** That the people in
the colonies, who are to feel the immediate mischiefs of in-
vasion and conquest by an enemy, in the loss of their estates,
lives and liberties, are likely to be better judges of the quan-
tity of forces necessary to be raised and maintained ; forts
to be built and supported ; and of their own abilities to bear
the expense ; than the parliament of England at so great a
distdihce.”” Albany papers, Franklin’s Works, i. 122-3.—
“Those that feel can best judge.” Dr. Franklia in his Ex-
amination, Debrett, iv. 380.

¢ There is no_great reason (said lord Talbot) to imagine
that those who choose a form of government for themselves,
will be mistaken in their choice.’’ Debrett’s Deb. i. 194-5,
See iv. 494. 309.

118. Where have they shown their mercy ? &c.—By the bill
to restrain the fishery of New England, Mr. Burke said,
“ you séntence to famine at least 300,000 peoge in two pro-
i vinces.” Almon, i. 297. See 293. 303; the Protest of the

"Lords, ii. 99102 ; iii. 242; Mr. Fox’s speech, v. 93 ; lord

Camden’s ; and x. 30-1. .

121. And yet they offer pardon ;—Lord Camden consid-
tred the commission given to lord and sir William Howe,
for granting pardous to the Americans, as ““ an insult on
their understanding.” A/mon, vii. 117, Lords. And Doctor
Franklin, in his answer to lord Howe, July 30, 1776, writes
thus ; +< Directing pardons ta be offered to the colonies,
who are the very parties injured; expresses indeed that
epinion of our ignorance, b ,and i ibility, which

your uninformed and proud nation has long been p]eased to
i . entertain of us ; but it can have no other effect, than that
* of increesing our resentments. It is impossible we should
think of submission to a government, that has, with the
most wanton barbarity and cruelty, burnt our defenceless.

-
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Men need no pardon ia their country’s cause.

Shall shen an isle, a speck upon the world,

towns in the midst of winter ; excited the savages to mas
sacre our peaceful farmers ; and our slaves to murder their
masters ; and is even niow) bringing foreign mercenaries to
deluge our settlements with blood.” Frankiin’s Works,i.
370. Gen. Washington, in his reply to adjutant-general
Patterson. said, ¢ that by what had transpired, their (the
commissioners) powers extended merely to the granting of
pardons ; that those who had been guilty of no fault, wanted
no pardon ; and that they were only defending what they

“deemed their indisputable rights.” Belsham, 1i..250-1. See |

the duke of Manchester’s spcech, 4lmon, v. 264-5.
123. an isle, a speck &c.— It you look on the map of the
globe, and view Great Britain and North America, and

compare the extent of both ; if you consider the soil, the |
harbours, rivers, climate, and increasing population of the |

latter ; nothing but the most obstinate blindness and par-
tiality, can prevail on any man to entertain a serious opinion,

"> that such a country will long continue under subjectionto |

this.”” E. of Coventry, Aimon, v. 184. ¢ A war, (said the

duke of Manchester) carried on against a part of our fellow- |

subjects, whose numbers, at least, equal a fifth of the whole,
and who in extent of country so far exceeds thesize of Bri-
tain, that the comparison of her is but as a speck in the disk
of the sun.” [6. 258. Seeii. 40-1. It is impossible, (said lord
Camden,) that this petty island can continue in dependence
that mighty continent, increasing daily in numbers, and
strength.’” 1i. 85. 8ee iii. 245. i .

But Mr. Hartley has set this subject in the clearest point
of view; ¢ Whatever superintending power or controul 2
parent state may be entitled to, in the infancy of any colony,
as for the common good of any such colony in its infancy;
vet the ultimate end of all colenization is, and ought ‘to be,
to establish kindred and derivative communities into perfect
societies, in the fulness of population, settlement, prosperi-
tv, and power.—These colonies, under the auspicious and
" friendly eye of the parent-state, have at length out-grown
the imbecility of their infant state, and approach to the ma
turity of settlemeat and population, and all the arts of life,
and thereby are become capable of that glorious inheritance
of perfect freedom, which their parent-state has in former
times rescued out of the hands of tyrants, with a view to
assert it for the common good and use of mankind, and par-
ticularly to transmit it entire to their own descendants.”—
Almon, vii. 206. See Ramiay, i. 336.
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Give laws and taxes to a continent?

Insular habits have sé pail’d their sense, 123
That, like some South-sea islets, they nor see,

Kor know beyond their/narrow horizon!

Bat think not that the nation joios their cause ;

No! They with Chatham, Saville, Rockingham,
And the chosen list of patriots firmly knit, 130
Boldly express their hopes that vielence

128. But t’ink not that the nation &c._ 1 am persuaded
the body of the British people are our friends ; but they are
changeable, and by your lying gazettes may soon be made
our enemies.” Franklin’s Works, i. 555. The people of Eng-
land are, indeed, too frequently deluded by the arts of so-
phistry, and too much borne down by the pressures of tax-
ation, but their hearts are bottomed on soundness and integ-
- Tity; and like that glorious orb which scatters the mists of
their atmosphere, so they sooner or later never fail to dis-
perse the vapours of delusion.

Compare the spirited address, remonstrance, and petition
of the city of London to the king, April 10, 1775, Aimon,
ii. 178. ’

“ Respecting %eneral opinion, (said gov. Johnstene,) I
still go further; I maintain that the sense of the best and
wisest men in this country is on the side of the Americans’;
that three to one in Ireland are on their side ; that the sol-
diers and sailors feel an unwillingness to the service; that
;:m never will find the same exertions of spirit in this, as

other wars. I speak it to the credit of the fleet and army;
fhgy do not like to butcher men, whom the greatest charac-
ters in this country consider as contending in the glorious
cause of preserving those instithtions which are necessary
to the happiness, security and elevation of the human mind.”

-&e. AHmon, iii. 24-5.

“1 am confident, (said the hon. T. Luttrell,) as well from
theintelligence I have been able to procure from a multitude
of persons, widely different in station and description, as by
my own remarks in the progress of many a journey through
the interior of this island, during the summer seasen, that
the sense of the mass of the people is in favour of America.”
&c. Almon, iii. 32. See 101. 283-4. 438-9; Debrett, v. 93-4.

131. that violence &c.—The M. of Rockingham, Jan. 22,
1770, observed, ¢ that in America, measures of violence'
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Nor here, nor there will profit aught to good.
Then be ye not dismay’d; your cause is just,

And Heaven, which in its goodness has posiponr’d
This dire attempt against|your liberties 185
Till you’re full-grown in vigour, and in arms,

That Heaven -will crush the swollen threats of men,
And crown Columbia’s efforts with success.

What tho’ their fleets and armies crowd the main ;
What the’ their German mercenaries, bought 140

had been adopted, and it had been the uniform language
'and doctrine of the minjstry to force that country to sub-
mit. That, in his opinion, violence would not do there, and
ke hoped it would not do here.”” Debrett, v. 147. .

136. Till you're full-grown &c._+* We gratefully acknow-
ledge, as signal instances of divine favour towards us, that
his providence would not permit us to be called into this
severe controversy, until we were grown up to our present
strength, had bcen previously exercised in warlike opera-
tion, and ?ossessed of the means of defending ourselves.”
Life of W. ii. 287. This very declaration is objected to them
by lord Mansfield, A{lmon,v. 167. See Mr. Wilkes’s speech,

"mon, iii. 219, 220. .

140. German mercenaries,—See the various treaties with
She duke of Brunswick ; the landgrave of Hesse Cassel;
hereditary prince of Hesse Cassel, &c. Almon, iii. 287300,
&c. with the subsequent speech. The right hon. T.Towns
hend gives a curious description of those troops : he says;
¢ they were enlisted in the Hans Towns, which were knqwn
to be the asylum of all the rogues and vagabonds of the rest
of Germany; men who had fled their respective countries
for their crimes. When such men, therefore, came to serve
in America, to suppose that they would fight cordially for
this country, and for its right, was folly and absurdity in the
extreme.” &ec. Ib. 493.

Lord Shelburne alluding.to a negotiation for 20,000 Rus-
sians ; ¢ There are powers in Europe, (says his lordship)
who will not suffer such a body of Russians to be trans-
ported to America. I speak from information. The minis-
ters know what I mean. Some power has already interpos-
ed to stop the success of the Russian negotiation.”” 4lmon,
v. 69-70. See 131. 187-8. 264.
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At human shambles, join their odious cause?

If justice be not with them, they must fail.

Fear ye them not, but as the traveller,

Dreadless of danger, frem'the mountain-tep,
Viewsthe fork’d lightning play beneath his feet,

And hears the growling thunder; so shall ye, 146
From freedom’s heaven-clad summit, undismay’d,
View the frail efforts of expiring power.

It bas been quéstion’d, what your numbers are'?

What capable of arms? Your revemue? 150 .

Your preseat taxes, and capacity
To bear still more ? Poor foolish men! to think

“ You have ransacked (said Jord Chatham) every corner
of Lower Saxony ; but 40,000 German boors never can
conquer ten times the number of British freemen: they
m%hravage; they cannot conquer.” vii. 93. And again;
“ They (the ministers) have gone to Germany ; they have
sought the alliance and assistance of every pitiful, beggarly,
insignificant, paltry German prince, to cut the throats of
their loyal, brave, and injured brethren in America. They
have entered into mercenary treaties with those human
butchers, for the purchase and sale of human tlood. Bat,
my lords, this is not all : they have entered into other trea-
ties. They have let the savages of America loose upon iheir
innocent, inoffending brethren; loose upon the weak, ithe
aged and defenceless; on dld men, women, and children ;
upon the very babes upon the breast, tobe cut, mangled,
sacrificed, broiled, roasted, nay, to be literally eat. These,
my lor’s, are the allies Great Britain now has; carnage,
desolation, and destruction, wherever her arms are carried,
is her newly adopted mode of making war. Our ministers
have made alliances at the German shambles ; and with the
barbarians of America, with the merciless torturers of their
species : where they will next apply, I cannot tell.”” &c. 4I-
mon, x. 9-10. See iv. 134; Belskam, ii. 188-9. 326-7.

149. It has been question’d, &c.— See the Examination of
Doctor Franklin, Debrett, iv. 324. 336 ; and Frankin's
Works, 1. 269. 262.
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That freedom’s cause e’er rested for support

On revenue, or taxes; freedom’s cause

Rests on the centre of eternity, 155
Plac’d by the Makernear the throne of light ;”
Thunders of acclamation stopp’d the sage,

With peal on peal reiterate, uatil

At length he thus; ‘ But what your numbers are,
The justice of your cause may best inform. 163
If all your foes were tenfold multiplied,

And you yourselves divided in ten parts,

Oae single part, in freedom’s potent cause,

Would gain an easy victory o’er their whole ;”

The skies again re-echoed loud acclame, . 165
And thus again the sage ; “ Columbians!

Tell them your taxes, and your revenue

Flow in your free-born veins; while ye have blood,
Ye will not hesitate to spill that blo6d

For freedom, and your country. What! shall we
Who with unwearied patience have endur’d 17l
Toils, dangers, famine, and the savage brute,

And still more savage Indian ? Say, shall we

Who sought for freedom in a wilderness,

So far forget our nature, and our rights, 175

153. That freedom’s cause &< —* Though the colonists
were without discipline, they possessed native valour. Tho'

they bad neither gold nor silver, they possessed a mine in.

the enthusiasin of their people. Paper for apwards of two
years, rrroduced to them more solid advantages, than Spain
derived (rom her super-abounding precious metals,’” &c. See
Ram:ay, i. 199 ; ii. 181 ; and the marquis of Lansdowne’s
observation upon the French enthusiasm, Belstam, v. 150-1.
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Asto yield every blessing at the nod

Of.arbitrary power? Such were a deed

That even brutes would spurn ; no spotted pard

Koeels to his kindred spots';. no lion/ beads

To bis own semblance. No! ’Tis man alone 180

Subserves his fellow-weakness, and by words

False, and deceitful, shields his cowardice

Under high-soundiug titles. . Man should serve

Those laws, and constitution, which alone

Himself approves and shares. Be ye such men, 185

Think of your noble fathers; and reflect

How dear they bought those charters, and those
rights,

Which unpolluted have come down to you.

Let us transmit their purchase and their fame,

By power uafetter’d, and from shackles free 190

To our expectant sons. On this day’s deed,

Millious unborn depend ; posterity

With all its blessings wait the patriot act:

But if we tamely bow our suppliant necks

To arbitrary power, incessaot curse 195

189. Let us transmit &c.—See the animated resolutions of
the county of Suffolk in Massachusetts, ¢ whereas this,
then savage and uncultivated desert, was purchased by the
toil and treasure, or acquired by the blood and valour of
those, our venerable progenitors; to us they bequeathed
the dear-bought inheritance; to our care and protection
they consigned it ; and the most sacred obligations are up-
on us, to transmit the glorious purchase, unfettered by
power, unclogged with shackles, to our innocent and be-
loved offspring.” On the fortitude, on the wisdom, and on
the exertions of this importaet day, is suspended the fate of
this new world, and of unboin milliens.’” Life of W. ii. 209,
227; and v. 188-9. Sce Ramsay, t. 7, &c.; Aimon, 1. 95.
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Will load our blasted memories, until

The streag.itself of time shall be absorbtd

In the vast ocean of eternity.

What if our\towus, apd(cities/are consum’d ?

Cities comsum’d may yet be built again ; 200
But freedom lost, man’s better moiety,

Like the fair flower that’s trodden underfoot

Scarce holds a semblance of its former self.

But ’tis not, O Columbians ! for your valour

That Franklin trembles ; ’tis that base intrigue, 205
That curs’d corruption, which too soon will pour

Its Stygiam torrent o’er your fertile soil.

O guard against that serpent race of men

Who offer you their gold ; with loyaity,

And virtue, honour, everin their mouths; 210
But in their hearts the basest of designs,

The black design to rob you of your rights:

Better by far to die ; for what is death

199. What if our towns, &c. —*¢ Our house (said Mr. Gads-
den) being constructed of brick, stone, and wood, though
destroyed, may be rebuilt ; but liberty once gone, is lost for
ever.”” Ramsay, i. 197.

205. *tis that base intrigue, &c.—The celebrated, Joseph
Reed replied to a corrupt offer of one of the British com-
missioners ; ¢ I amn not worth pnrchasing, but such as I
am, the king of Great Britain is not rich enough to do it;”
and the Congress, upon this information, and the commis-
sioners’ letters being communicated, resolved, ¢ that the
same cannot but be considered as direct attempts to corrupt
their integrity, and that it is incompatible with the honour
of Congress to hold any manner of correspondence, or in-
tercourse with the said George Johnstone, esq. especially
to nezotiate with him upon affairs, in which the cause of
Tiberty is interested.” Ramsay, ii. 78. Sce 75; Life of W.
. 429, 430 ; iv. 10 ; Almon, v. 232. )
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When *tis compar’d with loss of liberty 2.

He dies a daily death, who lives a slave. . 215
'Tis against these your free, and.open hearts

Cannot be too well guarded :/*Tis'to-these

You must oppose some rock of firm defence,

Some chosen chief who reigus in every breast,

Whem virtue, and whom wisdom mark their own.
But Heaven, Columbians! even now befriends 221
Our virtuous cause ; let each man search his heart,
And there he’ll find a name so deep ingnav’d,

As needs no tongue of mine to utter it; .

A name, which as their father’s, all revere.” 225 -
Instant the electrick pass’d thro’ every breast, ‘
And all the earth rebounded, ¢ Washington !’

Angels look’d down, and sanctified the name.

As the chaste virgin to the constant youth,

Who gains her heart, yields up her trembling hand,
Scarse kaowing what she doth, while o’er her form
The crimson virtue spreads its glowing charms ; 282
So when the chieftain hears the greeting sound,

Rapt in bis native modesty and worth,

He scarce believes that what he hears is real, 285
Scarce knows himself, but as the Roman chief,
Obedient to his senate’s awful voice,

With pleasing sadness left his farrow’d field

To assume the reins of empire; and defend

His menac’d country; so Columbia’s chief, 240
Half willing, half unwilling, to the call

Of his much injur'd country yields assent.

Full well he knew how arduous was the task ;

| "G A K



134 WASHINGTON, BOOK V.

Full oft he thooght how feeble his own powers:
But vain was all remonstrance, for as oft 245
As he ewsay’d to express his modest fears,

So oft the joyous skies reflected back

The lengthen’d acclamations; but at last
Struggling in gratitade, his swollen heart

Wich difficalty thus found utterance ; 250
“ Friends, Lovers, Countrymen ! If gratitude
Were just requital for your high regards,

My labouring breast emboldens me to say

I would not be found wauting ; but the State
Something far greater seeks than gratitude ; 255
Judgment to guide, with prudence to foresee,
Impartial justice, and discernment quick,
Continued perseverance, fortitude,

Assiduous attention to a vast

Variety of things, with patience . : 260
Amidst unnumber’d sufferings, nor least

That dignity of name and character

Which stamps the owner great, and rises far
Superiour to envy ; but these boons

Fall to the lot of few, and how much less 265
To one whom cares domestick occupy

And his paternal farm! too well I know

251. Friends, Lovers, &c.—The reader may see the mod-
est answer of Washington to the president of Congress upon
his being appointed commander in chief, in his Life, ii.299-
&c. Compare ii- 93 ; v. 834__841. where his character is
well delineated. See also the dedication of the work to lord
Lansdowne: and preface, xvi; iii. 365 note. On his love
of retirement Washington is particularly urgent. See v. 4
182. 195..202-4. 543. 767 ; Ramsay, ii. 345-6, &c.
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How feeble are my powers; too much I fear

The sad result of plaus, that would require

The deepest ken of penetration’s eye. 270
Bat ’tis not mine to digobey the voick

. Of my dear country, for to that we owe,

As to a parent, all we hold most dear,

Our life the least ; may then that parent’s love
Pardon my failures, and set right my steps - 285
Where’er the dark, and intricate of things

Obscure the forward path ; and may that Being,
Whose mercy shines benignant o’er our clime,
Direct my efforts to his destin’d. good ?”’

The chieftain ended, and Columbia’s sous 280
Scarce heard the cheering sound, than in loud shouts;
“Hail! Chieftain! hail! Columbia’s saviour, hail !
'Tisto thy wisdom, and thy potent arm

We willing trust our cause, and long may Heaveén
Preserve the sacred life of Washington ! 285
Here stop, my muse! to observe yon generous youth,
Whose downy cheeks the bloom of health adorns ;
Whose virtuous mind, with genuine glory fird,
Streams from his swollen eyes. See where he stands
Close by his country’s guardian. Noble youth !
Thou too shalt be Columbia’s future joy ; 291

284. and long may Heaven &c.—¢ All thatremains is, {says
an address to Washington,) that we join in your fervent
supplications for. the blessing of Heaven on our country,
and that we add our own for the choicest of those blessings
on the most beloved of our citizens.”” Life of W. v. 294.

v
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Her glory, and her pride; Yes! Jefferson!

The cause of freedom, and the cause of man,

8hall not to thy protection trust in vain ;

Thou too shalt be another Washington. 205 |
Meanwhile the hostile squadrons, urg’d by fate,

Made their descent on Boston’s warlike shores;

Such was the heavenly will; for thro’ the extent

Of alt Columbia, scarce wasthere a spot

Where freedom’s altar blaz’d with brighter flame:"

No! not Virginia’s ardent soul out-stript "301

The energies of Boston. Here fate will’d

The British squadrons to fulfil their doom,

And work the work of Heaven in aid ‘of man.

Here Gage, Cornwallis, Burgoyne, Clinton, Howe, |

Pigot, and Carleton, and some other names, 300 |

Which time will lend to history, made descent.

292. Jefferson !—The high respect in which Washington
held this enlightened friend of the human race, may be g
thered from his having placed him at the head of the
partment of foreign affairs. And when we add that his coun-
try has thought kim qualified to fill that chair, which was
once occupied by Washington himself, all further commen-
dation would be useless. See Life of W v. 244. 417-8.

299. scarce was there a spot &c.—See Kamsay, i. 189, ke.
Lord North observed, ¢that all the disturbances that had
been in the provinces, or colonies in America, had origina-
ated in the town of Boston,” &c. Debrett, vii. 70. Mr. Burke
said, ¢* The cause of Boston is become the cause of all Ame-
rica. By these acts of opgression, you have made Boston
the lord mayor of America.”” Almon, i~6. Scc Life of I¥. ii.
151; and compare i. 235. 343, &ec. |

301. Virginia’s &c.—* Virginia led the way in opposition
to the Stamp-act.”’ Ramsay, i. 59. .

306. other names,—Such as, Parker, T'arleton, de Heister,
Grant, Leslie, Grey, Kniphausen, Matthews, Stirling, Per-
cv, Erskine, Prescott, Phillips, Reidesel, Frazer, Powell, |
Hamilton, Arbuthnot, O’Hara, Nesbit, Ross, &c. ‘
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Scarce had their feet burthén’d the generous soil,
When to their wondering eyes, the bird of fate,
With plumage just renew’d, tower’d to the left $10
Screaming aloud, and\in/her |talons bore:

Two timorous doves ; these after various wheels
Poising herself in air, she lifeless dropt

Close to Cornwallis’, and to Burgoyne’s feet.
Amazement seized them both ; they knew the omen,
Butknew too late, for Heaven had destin’d them

Its instrpments in freedom’s glorious cause. 317
Short-sighted Man ! How often dost thou work

The work of good, when thy poor narrow soul

Is beat on nought but evil! And now the time 320
Approach’d, when victory and freedom join’d
Would show the world how little art avail’d

And discipline, against the sons of mien,

When with one mind resolv’d to guard their rights.
There was a mount near Boston’s sea-lav’d walls,”
Which all the coast commanded and the foe, 326
Here Freedom, and Columbia in one night

Rais’d such intrenchments that th’ astonish’d Britons

328. Rais’d sack in‘renckments &o.— The provincials
prodéeeded to Breed’s hill, .(instead of Bunker’s hill,) and
worked with so much diligence, that between midnight and
the dawn of thg moyning, they had thrown up a small re-
doubt about eight rods square. They kept such a profound
silence that they were not heard by the British, on board
their vessels, though very near. These having derived their
first information of what was going on, from the sight of
the work near completion, began an incessant firing upon
them. The provincials bore this with firmness, and though
they wege only young soldiers, continued to labour till they
had thrown up a small breastwork,” &c. See the account
of the battle in Ramsay, i. 201, &c. ~ Life of W. ii. 289, &e.
Belsham. ii. 145. N
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Scarce thought them real ; but Gage’s piercing eye,
Soon undeceiv’d, still more admir’d the skill, 830
And science they portray’d. Instaut he saw

His danger, and asinstant gaye the sign

Of bloode And pow the nitred thunder mixt
With sulphurous lightning, pour’d their iron bail
From sea and land upon the sous of men. 385
But Freedom saw, and with celestial breath )
Breath’d on the storm, which in the rooted earth
Whizz'd its averted way. The British chief,
Inflam’d with rage that Freedom’s haughty sons
Should thus withstand his power, and undismay’d
Extend their dangerous works, instant resolv’d 341
To force the intrenchments with his choicest troops;
This honour, iaterest, safety, all enjoin’d,

Aud thus to Howe he spake; ¢ Thou seest the foe,
How daring his rebellious spirit defies - 345
Our distant power ; ’tis time we show our force

In all its terrours; take some chosen troops,

And let the horrent bayonet drive thence

Those haughty rebels : on thy well-known worth
My firmest hopes rely for prompt success ; . 350
For should the setting sun o’ershade the plains,

And those proud rebeis still retain theis post,
Disgrace, and ruin must attend our cause,

And British valour cease to be the theme

Of universal praise. Haste then, and crown’d 355
With well.earn’d laurels may’st thou soon return!”
Thus spake the chief, and Howe obedient heard.
And now the British veterans °gan their march ;
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Destructive march, the bitter cause of woe

To victors as to vanquish’d ; but scarce reach’d 360
Their midway course, when Freedom, who tha day
Had Warren’s form assum’d, thus'to’her sons
Exclaim’d aloud ; ‘¢ Now is the time arriv’d,

When all those rights and privileges, for which
Your noble fathers left their native home, 365
And came to dwell with saviges, and brutes,

Rather than they would forfeit; which alone

Make life itself a blessing, and endear

Man to his Maker ; these endanger’d all

By the iron hand of power, now rest on you, sro
Pure as you have receiv’d them from your sires,
Down to your children to transmit as pure,

Thiok that the spirits of those godlike men

Now look from Heaven on you their chosen sons ;
Yes; far above the rest are ye now chosen, 375
To guard the post of honour, and defend

Your rights, your laws, your country, and your God.
See there the foe, who, proud of discipline

And military art, has dar’d to doubt
_Your courage, O Columbians! But nor fear, 380
Nor tremble at his threats; such potent aid

Have you in Freedom, come by Heaven’s high will -
Herself to join your cause. Then hear her voice,
Be arm’d with terrour, and repel the foe.”

379. has dar’d to doubt &c.—*¢ European philosophers
had published theories, setting forth that not only vegeta-
bles-and beasts, but that even men degenerated in the west-
ern hemisphere,”” &c. Ramsay, i. 193; ii. 33. But compare
gen. Conway’s speech, Nov, 1775, Abnon, iii. 201,
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She said, and breath’d such ardour in their breasts,

That they scarce waited till the hostile files 386

Had reach’d theintrenchments ; when no signal given,

Such streams ‘of ‘sulphurous-fire pour’d from the
mount, .

That their astonish’d ranks felt, in full force;

‘The present Deity, Confusion saw, . 390

And urg’d their staggering columns; while Dismay,

And Flight, and Death, with vast gigantick strides,

Strew’d with the dead, and dymg al the hill.

As when Vesuvius® subterranean wind

Pours from its yawning crater on mankind 398

Its fiery horrours, while the pitclry smoke

In vast successive columns veils the sun,

And trembling man flies fromy the redden’d gloom

To seek lis safety in the distant plains;

8o fled the British squadrens from the fire 406"

Of Bunker’s terrours ; art, and discipline

Yielded to artless valour ; bus their chief,

Brave in an odicus csuse, and:urg’d: by shame,

Flew thro’ the broken ranks with eagle speed, 404
And thus exckim’d; ‘ For shame, ye Veterams !
Where are those boastful threats, that discipline

On which yeu vaunted to-subdue the foe

At the first onset? Where is gone your fame,

Your British valour ? See those.raw reeruits
Mock all your skill ; those daring rebels laugh 416
At all your efforts, and despise your fame !

Where would you fly » Your distant homes refuse
To give you shelter. Haste then. back return,

143
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Revenge your dying comrades.” Thus he said,
And Shame led back the treops, while Discipline 415
March’d thro’ the columns, and renew’d the war.
But all were vain, had not the Prince of Hell,
Pondering the leaves of Fate, too quick perceiv’d
The cause of British woe; for now his eye
Had reach’d the page where fated Warren’s name,
Slowly vanescent, o’er the book of life 421t
Cast a dim shadow ; gladden’d at the sight
Instant to Death he cried ; ¢ My Son, my Son!
The bard-fought day is ours ; see here the name
Of Warren vanishes ; lift then thy dart, 425
Poise it with fate, and lodge it in his breast.”
Soom as *t was said, L was done ; Death pois’d his dart,
And sped it, fated, to the Hero’s breast.
Columbia long shall mourn him, for he liv'd

'A life of virtue, and he met his fate, 430
As a true patriot, on honour’s bed :
AHampden liv’d, a Hampden died the chief.
Meanwhile had Gage with penetrating eye
Observ’d the yielding columns, and thus spake
To his. great soul ; *“ Surely our ministers 435

432. 4 Hampden bv'd, &c.—Doctor Warren (whom lord
Shelburne calls * a very great man,”” dimon, v. 273.) fell at
the battle of Bunker’s hill, just after the provincials began
their retreat from the breastwork. ¢¢ To the purest patriot-
ism and most undaunted bravery, he added the virtues of
domestick life, the eloquence of an accomplished orator,.
and the wisdom of an able statesman.—Within four days
after he was appointed 'a major-general, he fell a. noble sa.
crifice to a cause which he had espoused from the purest
principles. Like Hampden he lived, and like H'ampden he
died, universally beloved, and universally regretted.” Rame
say, 1. 205, )
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Some demon hath deceived, that they should stamp
Sach meon. as these with dastard cowardice.

O that themselves were witness of those deeds
Which even British- vetesans scarce withstand

Led by the valiaat Howe ! But ’t is no time. 40
For thought, bus actien ; Clinton ! Take fresh troops,

487 with dastard cewardice.—~Compare abeve, ver. 379;
and book iv. ver. 345. The infatuation of the ministry upon
this subject surpassed all bounds. Lord Sandwich observes,
¢« Suppose the colonies do abound with men, what does that
signily ? they are raw, undisciplined, cowardly men. I wish
instead of 40 or 50,000 of these brave fellows, they would
produce in the field, at least 200,000, the more, the better,
the easier would be the conquest ; Believe me, my lords, the
very sound of a cannon would carry them off as fast as their
feet would carry them.._This is too trifling a part of the
argument, to detain your lordships any longer.”” Almon, ii.
89-90. Col. Barre’s answer to this vaporous effusion is ex-
cellent ; ““As to cowards, they were certainly the greatest to
his knowledge; for the 47th regiment of foot, which behav-
ed so gallantly at Bunker’s hill, (an engagement that smack-
ed more of defeat than victory,)—the very corps that broke
the whole French column, and threw them into such disor-
der, at the siege of Quebeck, was three parts composed of
these cowards.”’ Abmon, iii. 49. See also the duke of Rich-
mond’s speech, v. 14; and lord North’s, (an. 1778.) viii.
383. ¢ To a mind,” said gov. Johnstone, ‘‘ who loves to
contemplate the glorious spirit of freedom, no, szecmle can
he more affecting than the actioy at Bunker’s hill. To see
an irregular peasantry commanded by a physitian ; inferior
in number; opposed by every circumstance of cannon and
bombs, that could terrify timid minds, calmnly waiting the
attack of the gallant Howe, leading on the best troops in
the world, with an excellent train of artillery, and twice re-
pulsing those very troops, who had often chased the chosen
battalions of France, and at last retiring for want of ammu-
nition, but in so respectable a manner, that they were not
even pursued ; who ean reflect upon such scenes, and not
adore the constitution of government which, could brecd
such men? Who will not pause and examine before he des-
troys'institutions that have reared such elevated spirits >—
Who 4s there that can dismiss*all doubts on the justice of
a cause, which can inspire such conscious rectitude > &e.
Noeen, 1. 25. .
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Instant relieve the chief, or all is lost.*”
Thus spake the prudent Gage, and Clinton heard,
Nor disobey’d his voice, but‘instant rush’d ™~
Impetuous to the field, to'aid his friends. Q-
And now, with difficulty, scarce, at length,
The many, fresh, and disciplin’d repell’d
The raw, undisciplin’d, exhausted, few,
From their prpud post ; but such was Heaven’s will, -
. For ’tis by labour only, and much toil . 450
" That Nature grants her richest gifts to man.
Nor could the vanqulsh’d victors boast their deeds,
Those deeds by which their number’d dead surpass’d
Their foes thrice told ; and countless miseries,
{ Intheir worst form, were pour’d upon mankind. 455
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Haui, ‘holy Spirit! Celestial Freedom, hail !

Thou with the Eternal fixest thy abode,

Aud with thy Sisters, Truth, and Virtue, knit
Play’st round the throne of light thy gambols pure,
Orif right Reason’s name delight thee more, 5
Thus will I thee iavoke to aid my song,

Which, leaving lesser orbs, through desert space
Wings its bold flight wp to the orb of day.

Hail, holy Spirit, hail ! Thou who wert wont

To quit thy blest abode to dwell with men; 10
Whom Athens saw within her sacred walls,-

And ancient Rome ador’d ; whom Britain oft,

Like a fond mother cherish’d in her arms ;

And thence as oft, by Asiatick wealth

Corrupt, far banish’d, once again descend, 15
And buoy my feeble pinions while I soar

Above all mortal ken, and sing of deeds

S0 far excelling human intellect

That man could scarce believe the facts man saw.
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Thee, purest Essence! even Gallia once, 20
But once, and for one momentary space

Shall see, but reft of reason at the sight

Shall not discern.thy worth, butin thy stead
Adore an Idol, that thy shape assumes

Too oft, and rides triumphant o’er mankind. 25
Bat Gallia long had groan’d beneath the weight

Of haughty despots; long her rights, and laws,
Been trampled down beneath oppression’s hoof ;
Justice was sold by law; the nobles liv’d,

As if arace superiour to the rest, 30
Exempt from various burthens that oppress’d

The suffering people ; but what most ef all

Her vengeance rous’d, was that extravagance
With which her rulers delug’d all the land.

>Tis this extravagance, which, soon or late, 35
Brings kings and kingdoms to untimely end.

This not all Turgot’s virtues could reform ;

Turgot that wise, that able minister,

Whom Gallia’s Genius with her wonted care

Sent tq restore her rights, but sentin vain ; 40

35. *Tis this extravagance,—** The expences,” said Mr.
Burke, an. 1774, ¢ are beyond all measure ruinous ; I have
pretty good authority for saying, that the king (of France)
draws after him a personal expence of between three and
four millions sterling; amd this is an article so rooted and
60 viciqus in its principles, that no act of the ministers can
either lessen or controul it.”” Debrett, vii. 266. See Belsham,
iv. 202—4. 182—5. 273-4.

¢* The expensiveness of the government is the true ground
of the oppression of the people.*’ Life of W. v. 600.

88. Turgot—“An excellent and able minister, the zealous
friend of peace and economy, of toleration and reform,” &c.
See note in Belskam, ii. 214; and Ais Life written by Condoreet.
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For now Profusion with her bandag’d eyes,

And open hand, stalk’d with gigantick strides

Thre’ all the land, and in bher train were seen,
Extortion, Tribute, Bribery) and Frand;

With false Imprisonment, and Espionage, 45
And Irreligion, and gaunt Poverty.

And not far off from these the eye beheld

The female Passions at the helm of state,

And Prestitution, with such numerous ills

. Aswould require ten tongues to utter them. 50

But last of all was seen a monster form

Whose sanguine hands fill’d with the heads of men
Spread horrour round, her eyes so gor’d with blood
That she could scarce distinguish friend from foe,
Gigantick Vengeance; and with her was seen 55
False Liberty, whose wanton, lawless gait,

And Circe tongue, allur’d the ignorant,

But kept the wise far of. How different this

From that celestial Form, whose radiant head

48. The female Passions—<* The hameau de Chantilly was
once the hotel, and gardens of the celebrated madame de
Pompadour, mistress to Louis the Fifteenth; one who con-
tributed in no small degree to bring on that revolution,which
ended in the total overthrow of the house of her royal lover.
No king’s mistress was perhaps ever more cordially hated
than this lady : her profusion knew no bound'f, no one ever
mingled more deeply in state intrigues, and no one ever

" contributéd more liberally to filling the cachots of the de-

testable Bastille. Who can read the narrative of her devoted
victim the unfortunate Maseres de la Tude, and ther think
that no change was wanted in France? One should rather

. beastonished at the patience which had endured oppression

50 long.”’—An unpublished Narrative of a Three Xears Res:-
dence in France, wn 1802, 3, 4, by Anne Plumplre, chap. xiii.

(0]
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Scatters the beams of virtue o’er mankind ; 60
Whose modest gait, and dignified address

Win so on every heart, that to adore

Is but to know\! Where-e’er;she place her feet
Spontaneous earth emits its flowery sweets,

And e’en the barren rock with verdure smiles; 65
Where-e’er she breathe, empyreal odours waft
Ambrosial gales, and all is joy, and love.

Come then, Celestial Freedom ! and with thee
Bring peace, and pleaty, and good wili to men;
And drive far off from pure Columbia’s soil 70
That bleod-gorg’d crew, curs’d with the human shape,
Those moaster-men of old Corruption born

- And long-establish’d Crime, and black Revenge;
Of whom were some sprung from their mother Sin
Close by the gates of hell, and call’d on earth, 75
Barrere, and Danton, Robespierre, Marat,
Tainville, and Samson, d’Herbois, Carriere,
Fouche, Hebert, Orleans, and ten thousand more,
‘Whose names the deep oblivious pool would whelm,
But that the truth of history must record 80
That future men may curse, and future kings
Beware profusion, and those ministers

Whose tinsel eloguence beguiles the ear,

But reaches not the heart; ’guinst such as these
Kings cannot be too guarded; and with them &

78. ten thousand more,—Among these the readers of the
Hlistory ef the French Revolution will easily recognise
Freron, Tallien, Couthon, St. Just, Dumas, Le Bas, Her-
riot, Legendre, Mengaud, Rapinat, &e. &ec.
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False prophets may be join’d, who to subserve

Vile temporary purposes, rave eat

Their bugbear bodings to their prince’s ears.

Thus rooks, and daws, 'aud chattering magpies.prate

Their poisy terrours to the bird of day. 90

But soft, my Muse! where speedest thou thy flight ?

Thy theme is freedom, and Columbia’s son ;

But on the sacred triped when thou sit’st,

Like a Dodonian Priestess, heaven-enrapt,

Thou pour’st prophetick truths, asd blepd’st the

past 95

Aud future time, unheeding cousequence,

But come, Celestial Spirit! again descend,

And say, for best thou canst, what happy spot

First gave thy loved-son to see the light ?

’Twas pure Virginia’s soil, thrice happy soil ! 100

That one blest moment shall thy griefs repay,

Aud to remotest ages hand thy name ;

Yes! all thy woes shall, like the stars of morn,

Sink in the brighter blaze of risen day.

And thou, blest Seraph ! from that bright abode 105
86. False prophets—Seé a specimen of these prophecies

respect.ng the fate of American Independence in Kamsay,

i. 314-5. The record of their existence would be—¢¢ that'a

fickle people, impatient of the restraints of regular govern-

ment, l}’Aad in a fit of passion abolished that of Great Britain,

and established—constitutions of their own—which from

want of wisdom__were no sooner formed than annihilated.

The leading men—hanged—Washington, worthy of a bet-

lter fate, deserted by his army, abandoned by his country,

rushing on the thickest battalions of the foe—to escape an

Ignominious death.’’

. Some of the late bodings of Mr. Burke may also be had
m remembrance.



152 ' WASHINGTON, - -BOOK L

Where midst the Cherubim thou sit’st enthron’d,
And supplicatest mercy o’er the sins
Of us thy fellowsonce ; Oh ! deign to lend
Thy gracious hearing to-my *raptur’d song,
That with no hireling flight directs its course 110
To truth, and virtue, liberty, and thee. -
Thee bounteous heaven in mercy to mankind
Sent down to aid their cause, and for their sakes
Arm’d thee with every virtae that could serve
Its destin’d purpose. Meek huma::ity 115
Claim’d thee in chief; for thy benevolence
Shone like the orb of night in middle course
Perfect and full: thou the poor Indian taught’st
To love the works of peace, and cultivate
All-bounteous mother earth : the prisoner 120
Amidst his chains and duogeons turn’d to thee
His earthly guardian: (nor can Pity’s hand
Bestow a sweeter balm to alleviate
The mad, unnatural misery of war,
Than that the prisoner’s rigours should receive 125
Sonie soothing aid, and comfort: who is he
N .

118. the poor Indian taught’st—See Life of W. v. 377.

120. the prisoner—The sufferings of the American prison-
ers werg conmsiderably aggravated by the circumstance of
their béing looked upon as rebels, and in some instances
exceed almost belief. The reader may consult Appender, No.
#i. p. 281, vol. ii. of Ramsay : and Life of W. i1i. 456—06,
where he will see how well Washington merits the charac-
ter ‘given him in the text. The earl of Abingdon is very s¢-
vere upon the ¢ savage batvbarity,” the ¢ damning pr
of inbumanity,’”” with which the American prisoners were
treated. See Almon, x. 105. So is the earl of Shelburne, /i

98-9. Eleven thousand prisoners are said to have died on
board the Jersey prison ship. Ramsay, ii. 285.
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That sees his fellow.man, who just before

Had in his country’s cause not spar’d his blood,

Now cold, and neked, in a dungeon laid

Far from his native home, ‘w0 wife'no son, 130
No fond parental care to sooth his woes 5

Who sees such misery, nor sheds the tear

Of sympathetick feeling, must be one

Whiom natare owns not; harden’d policy

With ealculating visage, that disclaims 135
Nature’s best ordinances, may perhaps

Have found such wretch ; stroggling humanity

Kor knows nor loves him.) When brutality

With rape and rapine, cruelty, and vice

Scourg’d thy afflicted country, thy pure soul 140
Knew not retaliation,- but return’d,

As thy blest Saviour bid, for evil good ;

For far the brightest ray within that crown

Which harmless play’d around thy god-like head
Was that thou loved’st mercy, mercy thee, 145
But when Necessity with iron hand

Arm’d thee to battle in thy country’s cause,

And in the cause of justice, truth, and right,
'P,hen'tby awaken’d wrath, in terrour clad,

139. Witk rape and rapine,~The abomination$ of the
Hessians are described by Ramsay, i. 324-5. But the endca-
vours of Washington to prevent retaliation in all cases, ex-
cept < those of absolute necessity,” are recorded in his own
Retters to Congress. Sce Life of V. iii. 29. Compare Rum-
say, i.108.9. , ‘

149. in terrour clad, §c.—Of Washington’s persorial bra-
very there are many instances. Sce Ramsay, 1. 307. 323 ;
Lift}r'qf"’. iii. 513-1; but the battle of 'I'renton surpassed
every action in the war. ¢ Nothing could rurpass the astéau-

2
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Was almost arm’d with mere than mortal might, 150

"And Trenton’s walls, where first thy uplifted arm

Turn’d the dread tide of victory on thy foes,

And rais’d' Columbia ‘from-untimely grave,

. Attest thy valour, and thy well-earn’d fame.

Nor yet had subtlety, nor fraudful arts 155

Advantage over thee: thy gad-like mind

By prejudice, and passion unsubdued

Pierc’d thro’ the obscure, and kenn’d the distant
light- - Ax :

E’en power, that bane of every-earthly good,

Which robs man of his senses, and impels 160

To enslave his fellow-mortal, was to thee

The path to peace and love ; and tho’the head

Of armed heroes, yet the citizen )

ishment of the enemy at this unexpected display of vigour
on the part of the American general. His condition and that
of his country had been thought desperate ; but this bold
and fortunate enterprise announced to the British general,
that he had to contend with an adversary who could never
cease to be formidable, so long as the possibility of resist-
ance remained.”” Life of W. ii. 619-20. Lord George Ger-
maine allowed ¢ that, had it not 'becn for the unforeseen
misfortune of Trenton, there was every reason to’ believe
that the campaign weuld have been decisive.”” 4/mon, viii.
21-2.

155. Nor yot had subtiety, &c.—See Life of W.iii. 132.
261, 268 ; and Ramsay, 1. 217-8.

163. yet the citizen §c.—“As to the fatal, but necessary
operations of war,’”” said general Washington, ¢ when we
assumed the soldier, we did not lay aside the citizen, and
we shall most sincerely rejoice with you in that happy hour,
when the re-establishment of American liberty, on the most
firm and solid foundations, shall cnable us to return to our
private stations, in the bosom of a free, peaceful and happy
country.”” Ramsay, i. 220. < The passionate love of glory,
how much socver exeused as the infirmity of noble minds,

. Pt -
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Was never in the soldier once forgot :

Thy proudest aim was freedom ; and the wish ~ 165

Nearest thy heart, that freedom to attain

By bloodless victory. Thy spotlest’mind

Humane, and wise, left to thy country’s foes

To speed the work of death ; thy own blest part,

Asfar as in thee lay, was to disarm 170 *

War of its horrours, and ’bove all that war

Where brethren clash with brethren, friends with
friends.

The man whose bosom such dread scenes delight

Is lost to every blessing heaven bestows

To comfort men on earth ; nor joy, uor love 175

Ever consol’d his breast, but all is void

And dark, save where the passions of the brute

Exert their furious sway. Such dreadful scenes

Thou, hero ! strov’st as far as man could strive,

Tobanish from thy country, and thus spake, 180

Amid the assembled chiefs, thy generous soul;

“Ye noble Chiefs! Columbia’s joy, and hope !

Full well ye know how much I deprecate

might have led him into hazardous enterprises, and have

ally terminated in the vulgar ambition of acquiring un-
controuled power, and dazzling title. He became truly
great by indifference to greatness ; and best provided for the
perpetuity of an honourable fame, by regarding fame as
subordinate to duty. What alesson to those in higi stations,
%ho have hearts and understandings to receive it!*> Dedi-
cation to Life of W. vii-viii ; see Pref. xiii-xiv ; ii. 303, note;
613. Upon the ¢ duty of the citizen being paramount to that
of the soldier,” see the hon. Temple Luttre!l’s speech, A4i-
Ron, iv. 135 ; and the duke of Richmond’s, x. 434,



156 WASHINGTON, BGOR VI,

That sad necessity which urges us

To have recourse to arms; but well ye know 185
How fruitless all endeavours on our part

To stop theé/effasion)of the blood/of men.

Or peace and chains, or liberty and war,

These are our enly-choice ; shall it be said
Columbia hesitated? No! Ye Chiefs! 190
Columbia’s free-born soul ne’er yet betray’d

The rights of man, nor ordinance of God.

O that our foes were with such sentiments

Deeply impress’d! But heaven hath steel’d their

hearts
To invade ‘those rights of others, which them-
selves : 195

Would, if invaded, guard with their last blood.
But all will turn to good ; our foes now feel

How little either force, or art avails.

See' where the generous S8alem spurns their boon;

184, That sad nccessity §c.—Compare Ramsay, i. 335.
*“ We arereduced to thealternative of choosing an uncon-
ditional submission to the tyranny of irritated ministers, or
resistance by force. The latter is our choice. We have
counted the cost of this contest, and find nothing so dreadful
as voluntary slavery.” Ramsay,i. 211-2. 310. See Life of
. ii. 287-8.. 329-30. 502_5—8.

195. those rights of others, §c.— ¢ Arguments (respecting
the right to tax America) which would have appeared so
conclusive to Englishmen, if urged by themselves in support
of their ownrights, had but little weight when used to dis-
prove the existence of their authority over others.” ~Sec
Life of 1¥. ii. 134. 220. 242, note.

199. generous Sa’em §c. — «It was 4 part of the artfuland
malignant plan of the British ministersinframingthe Boston
Port Bill, by rémoving the commerce of that metropolis to

- - » as . .

—————— Yy A



BOOK ¥I. OR LIBERTY RESTORED. 157

See where her rival frustrates their proud hopes; 200
Even the untutor’d Indian scorns their gold,
And with his neighbour smokes the pipe of peace.
" Thus have they fail’d by bribery, and art,
To gain their purpose. Not ¢’en Canada,

oSalem, and making it the seat of government, to establish
arivalship and enmity between these two places, from which
they hoped to derive mighty advantages.’> But this was pre.
vented by the magnanimous spirit of the people of Salem,
who concluded their address to the governour in these
words: ¢ We must be dead to every idea of justice, and
lost to all feelings of humanity, could we indulge one
thought to seize on wealth, and raise our fortunes on the
ruin of our suffering neighbeurs.” Belskam, ii. 73-4; and
Encyclop. Brit. art. America, sect. 169; Life of W. ii. 202;
Ramsay, i. 124. See 171. See the Minute of the Treasury
Board, Mar. 31, 1774. 4imon,i. 34.

200. ker rival—The magnanimity of the people of Mar-
blehead, a port in the vicinity of Boston, deserves equal
%nise. These patriots ‘ generously offered the merchants of

oston the use of their harbours, as well as their wharfs
and warehouses, free of all expense.” Belsham, ii. 74; and
Encyclop. I5.176 : Life of W. ii-230.

201. Indian scorns their gold,—The reply df some Indian
chiefs to the agents who were sent to corrupt them, affords
anoble lesson to civilized nations. ¢ They did not under-
stand the nature of the quarrel, nor could they distinguish
whether, those who dwelt in America, or on the other side
of the ocean were in fault: but they were surprised to see
Englishmen ask their assistance against one another; and
advised them to be reconciled, and not to think of shedding
the blood of their brethren.” Encyclop. I6. 196. It woul
have been happy if the rest of the Indian tribes had imbibed
these sentiments! The Indians, indeed, on the Muskingum
‘ abhorred war, and would take no part therein, giving for
Teason that <tke great Being did not make men to destroy
men, but to love and assist eack other.”’  Ramsay, ii. 149.
cOmpare lord Shelburne’s speech, an. 1775, A/mon,v. 71.

204. Not e’en Canada,—* So sanguine were the hopes of
aministration in this respect, that they had sent 20,000
#tand of arms, and a great quantity of military stores, to
Quebeck for the purpose.” Encyclop. Brit. Ib. 195. But the
wilitia of the province refused to pass the limits of it. See

clsham, ii, 1523 ; and Life of W. ii, 267, note. Compare
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Already half their own, will join their cause. 205
And now their only hopes to obtain success

Are fix’d on our dissensions, and those evils
Which civil ' wars'engender.-“Foolish men!

To think that any evil, even death,

Is, to the virtuous mind, to be compar'd 210%
With loss of freedom ! If Columbia’s sons

Dissent among themselves, will that dissent

Lead them to join their foe ! Perish the thought!
Sooner shall proud Ohio, which now rolls
Through boundless deserts its gigantick waves 215
lnto astonish’d ocean ; sooner this

Shall break the laws of nature, and up-flow

Back to its source divine ;” (instant the chiefs
Bursting the listening silence swore assent ;)

« Thus have they fail’d; thus may they ever fail,

* By base intrigue, and art to gain their cause! 221

col. Barre's speech, A/mon, iii. 39, who méntions that the
¢ Canadians had concealed 400 firelocks in the woods,
which they were determined to make use of against the Eng-
lish, if they forced them te take either side.”

207. our dissensions, §c.—Compare Bamsay, i. 120. 144-5.
Upon the revolt of the Pennsylvania line, ¢ sir Henry Clin-
ton, by confidential messengers, offered to take them under
the protection of the British government—to pardon all
their past offences—to have the pay duc to them from the
Congress faithfully made up, &c.—but the faithful though
revolting soldiers disdained his offers.”” - Jd. ii.220. See
lord Camden’s speech, an. 1775, Aimon, it. 83-6. ¢ Equal
ly fruitless,” said lord Shelburne, ¢ had all attempts to di-
vide the colonies hitherto proved. America felt her strength
enly in proportion to her union ; and the little paltry policy
to multiply jealousies and create divisions, by guarding the
colonies against insidiousness, had strengthened instead of
weakening the great cement of union.” v. 71. See Burke's
speech, an. 1777, Almon, viii. 101-2..
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Nor yet by force will the Almighty Power
Grant them success ; for Heaven’s the friend of man,
Blest him with life, and health, nor will permit
That which is dearer far'than health) -orlife! 225
The iron arm of power to take away.
Bat tho’ thus aided by the heavealy' will,
Still of our own exertions have we need ;
For Heaven smiles not on the indolent,
Nor him ‘who self-forgetting trusts in prayer; 230
"Tis industry alone that Heaven béfriends,
Him who reveres himself, and dreads to lose
The first, best, gift of God to new-born man,
And may such dread, such reverence, ye Chiefs!
Now firmly hold your breasts; for while I speak,
The daring foe has form’d the desperate plan 236
From north aud 'south in one combin’d attack
To pour upon us, as a winter’s flood,
His numerous battalions. ’Tis his view
Thus to distract our counsels, thus revive 240
The hopes of traitors; but abandon fear,
The more they separate, the easier far
'Tis to subdue them. Gates! to thy tried skill
I trust the north, there on the Hudson stream

242. The more they scparate, §c.—*¢ There was a radical
crror,” said Mr, Fox, ¢ in the proceedings, which would
for ever prevent our generals from acting with success ;—.no
man of sense would have placed the two armies in such a po-
sition as from their distance made it impossible that one
should receive any assistance from the other.”’ Aimon, viii.
19 ; and ix. 73. See lord Shelburne’s speech, x. 22. 127;
duke of Richmond's, x. 40 ; lord Chathain’s, £d.74.

Of Burgoyne’s expedition, see an account in the Life of
. i, 240-1)



[
160 WASHINGTON, BOOK VI,

Marshall’d by Burgoyne wilt thou meet the fee. 245 |
But mark my words; be sparing of their blood;
They are our kin, of the same parents born,

Sprung from the self-same God, -and time will come
When those delusive vapours, which obscure

Their mental ray, will vanish into air, 250
And they as eager fly to meet our love,

As now they urge our hate: spare then their blagd;
Let thy superiour wisdom then blage forth

In all its wonted glory. When their troops,
O’ercome by all those evils that await 255
Their lengthen’d march thro’ Hudson’s rocky straits,
Reach Saratoga’s plains, instantdo thou

Cut off retreat; inclose their harrass’d files;

And when gaunt Famine with her mneagre jaws
Stares them in front, and they lay dowa their arms,
" Spare then their feelings, see not thou the deed. 26i
Thus will you show the future race of men

How far superiour wisdom is to force,

And freedom to her foes. Thus will you teach

The lesson of forbearance, and of love, 265
FE’en to our enemy. O that it take

Such deepen’d root within his haughty breast

That he relent, and persecute no more !

261. see not thouthe deed—Upon the capitulation of Sar»-
toga, * general Gates ordered his army to keep within their
camp, while the British soldiers went to a place appointed
for them to lay down their arms, that the latter might not
have the additional mortification of being made spectacles
of so melancholy an event.”” Ercyclop. Brut. art, 4mer. sect.
302; Belsham, 1. 320. See.Ram:ay, ii. 54.
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Haste then, - begone ; aad when th\y work is done,
Rejoin our force. I, meanwhile, to the south 270
To observe Cornwallis, and may Heaven’s will
. Guide all my counsels and'direct my ways !
Thus spake the pious Chief, and prudent Gates
Obey’d superior prudence. O that man’
Would ever thus reflect how dear is life 7%
Unte his fellow-man, whose fleeting soul
When once it pass his lips, not al the gold
Of east, or western Ind; not all the power
Of all the preudest potentates on earth ;
Not all the skill of wisdom’s favour’d sons, 280
Can for one momentary space recal
Back to its pristine seat. O then that man
Would ever ponder deeply in his breast,
Before his hand unheeded take away
. That which the Maker only can bestow ! 285
If, e’er the blow was aim’d, a voice were heard
To exclaim ; “ 1t is your brother;” terrour-struck,
Would not the palsied blade shrink from the grasp,
And fall unstain’d? But are not alt men kin?
What thea is war but murderous fratricide? =~ 990
' War is not justified but to defend .
Our rights, our laws, our freedom, and our God.
Meanwhile the British Clinton just return’d
From captar’d Charleston; and its vanquish®d Chief,
Aad now expectant of support had taken 295
294. captur’d Oharleston, §c.—General Lincoln surren-

dored Charleston to Sir Henry Clinton and the British
. forces, May 1760. Remsay, ii. 155.

) o P
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Columbia’s middle station, and there watch'd

With keenest vigilance his wary foe,

No sooner had the expected aid receiv’d .

Than as a Giant, from long sleep refresh’d,

Stretches his mighty limbs, and proud of strength
Rouses himself to action, so the chief =~ -301
Pants for new glory in the field of blood, |
And thus to Arnold pours his rising wrath ;
‘ Brave, injur’d Chief! thou whose transcendent

vk

worth : o
Thy ingrate country spurns, whose virtuous pride .
Disdains to bow before an upstart race . 86

Of lawless rebels; but who wiser choosest
The path of loyalty, and just, and right,
Now show thy great pre-eminence ; take, lead |
Our choicest troops to victory ; pour forth. . - 310
Thy ample vengeance on thy ingrate foes ;
Remember Andre’s blood ; and let that name ..
Which mid Canadian swamps, and woeds, and rocks,
Thy fortitude, and perseverance gain’d, . |
Still be thy own; Columbian Hannibal 315
Spares not his Romans ; let Virginia, |
Where curs’d rebellion lifts her proudest head, |
296. Columbia’s middle station, §c.—Among other rein- |
forcements which sir Henry Clinton had received at New
York, was a body of 3000 Germans. Raemsay ii- 265.

303. Arnold—The reader may compare Remsay, ii. T%.
315. Columbian Hannibal—Arnold had acquired the name
of the American Hannibal by his arduous expedition“into |

Canada. Ramsay, i. 235.

316. let Virginia, §c.—See Ramsay, ii. 2256 ; Life of V.
et Aomay 1. 356; LR Y
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Both-know, and feel that Arnold is her foe.

That being done, for nothing can thy arm

Long time withstand, thence on Connecticut 820

Pour thy resistless torrent; fire, 'and sword

Shall clear the way before thee, and perchance

The terrour of thy mighty name, and deeds

May thus recall our foe, and give to thee

The glory, and thé meed to thwart his plans.” = 425
Thus Clinton spake, and Arnold thus replied ;

“Vengeance be mine ! By this right hand I swear

That Arnold ne’er shall tarnish that great name

Which mid severest perils, at the risk

Of alt things dear to man, he hardly earn’d. = 330 .

Andre’s foul murder calls aloud on me, .

On me for vengeance ; be it then reveng’d.

Norlet the Indian tomahawk be spar’d,

Unearth their hatchet, let the war-whoop sound |

From the dread Mobawks, and the Genessees, 335

To where beneath the Alleghany snows -

The murderous Creeks, and Choctaws feast on blood,

Sparing nor youth, nor sex ; and since our foe

320. on Connecticut—See Life of W. iv. 532.
332, be it then reveng’d.—¢ Arnold declared, in aletter to
Washington, that if Andre suffered, heshould think himself -
und.in honor to rataliate. He also observed that forty
of the principal inhabitants of South Carolina had justly
forfeited their lives, which had hitherto been spared only
through the clemency of sir Henry Clinton, but who could
nolonger extend his mercy if major Andre suffered; an
event which would probably gpen a scene of bloodshed, at.
which humanity must revolt.”” Ramsay, ii. 200, .

338. Sparing nor youtk, §c.—Of the horrible cruelties
committed by the Indians, the reader may see an account in
Ramsay, ii. chap. xviii. and p. 37,
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Clamours of freedom, and the rigl‘m of meu,

Set free the slaves, give them their natural rights,
They too are men, and place but in their hands 341
The armsiof /men;,| and they to Washington

Will prove their manliness : but lest perchance
Some generous Chief, some Carlaton, some Macbride,

. 340, Set free the slaves,—Lord Dunmore ¢ had declared all
indentcd servants, negroes, and others, appertaining to re
bels, who were able and willing to bear arms, mﬁ who
Joined his majesty’s forces, to be free.” Ramiay, i. 9.
See 252; and ii. 172; Life of W. ii. 442. Compare Mr.
Burke's speech, Fels. 1778, Almon, viii. 351.

343, some Carleton,— Of the Indians in his service gene-
ral Carleton had made a very sparing use, and at the end of
the carhipaign they were dismissed on a general promise of
veturning when called for. But it was believed that he had,
in his dispatches to England, strongly remonstrated
the employment of savages in any shape whatever in the
further prosccution of this war.”” Belskam, ii. 308.

¢¢ The reputation acquired by iuneul Carleton in his mi-
litary character—was exceeded by the superior applause,
merited from his exercise of the virtues of humanity and ge-
‘nerosity—he not only fed and clothed them (the sick leftia
the American hospitals in Canada) but permitted them
when recovered to return home. Apprehending that fet
might make some conceal themselves in the w rather
than, by apglying for relief, make themselves known, he
removed their doub’s by a proclamation, in which he engaged,
that as soon as their health was restored, they should have
free liberty of returping to their respective provinces, &e.”
Ramsay, i. 269. See ii. 282. 390; Life of W.ii. 427. See
lord Shelburne’s speech, Nov. 1777, Aimon, x. 23.

344, seme Macbride,—In the naval battle of Rodney and '

Langara, near Cape 8St. Vincent, July 1780, the Spanish
admiral in the Pheenix struck to captain Macbride of the
Beinfaisant, whose crew was afflicted with a malignantsmall-
pox. The captain, ¢ disdaining to convey infection evea to
an enemy_—offered to permit the Spanish prisoners to stay on
board the Pheenix, rather than by a removal to expose them
to the small-pox, trusting to the admiral’s honour, that o |
advantage would be taken of the circumstance. The proposal
was cheerfully embraced, and the conditions honourably
abserved.” Hamsay, ii. 206. ‘.

.
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Some lenient Campbell, too humrane, and weak, 345
Should by an ill-tim’d mercy thwart our plans,

TeH them that mercy to rebellious men

Is but eventful cruelty); and [guilt

Severely punish’d saves the innocent.

Bat ’t is not war alone on yhich to place 850
Our greatest trust, and confidence ; see where
Their troops ill-paid, ill-fed, ill-cloth’d, worse arm’d;,
Are ripe for mutiny, and only wait

The signal given from hence. Their very chiefs
Press’d by external, and internal ills, 858
Their private substance spent, and all theic hopes
Frustrate, when Britain with_parental arms

~ '315. lenient Campb:il,_The moderation, prudence, and.
humanity of the British colonel Campbell, in the southern
states, are mentioned by the American. historian with the
highest approbation. See Ramsay, ii. 98. 287-8; Life of I}.
iv. 65-6.

348. Is but eventual cruelty ;—“TFhe zeal of the British mi--
nisters for reducing the revolted colonies was so violent, as
to make them, in their excessive wrath, forget that their ad-
versaries were men. They contended that in their circum-
stances every appearance of lenity, by inciting to disobedi-"
ence, and thereby increasing the objects of punishment, |
wils eventual cruelty. In their opinion, partial severity was

eneral mercy, and the only method of speedily crushing
therebe!lion was to envelop its abettors in such complicated
distress, as by rendering their situation intolerable, would
make them willing to accept the proffered blessings of peace
and security.” Ramsay, ii. 26. See 102. 232.273 276: A pro-
elamation of sir George Collierand governour Fryon declar-
ed. ¢ the existence of a single house on the coast to be a
striking monument of British mercy.” Belsham, ii. 405-6.

354. The signal given from hence. See the tempting offérs-.
of general Arnold to ¢ unpaid soldiers, who were suffering
from the want of -both food and clothing, and to officers.
who were in a great degree obliged to support® therpscives
from' their own resources, &e.”” Ram.ay, 1. 2034,

Po C e
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Offers a parent’s love, and grants redress,
‘Their waats, their hopes, their fears, their loyalty,
Smother’d but not extinguish’d, shall incite 360
Compliance, and they willing shall return
'To meet your proffer'd love with open artns.
This then is my advice ; let no address,
That either art, or artifice can frame,
Be wanting ; aud if Clinton give consent, $6)
Arnold will instant tempt their chiefs, and men
With specious reason, and more solid ‘bribe.
Thus shall be wove a double net to ensnare
Yon haughty rebel, and his starving troops.”

Thus spake the wrath of Arnold, and to him 570
Again the British Chief; * Brave Veteran!

_ Whether thy wisdom, or thy valeur more

Merits applause, is difficult for us
Rightly to judge, since both in equal poise
Are thus so nicely balanc’d : but no mere - 375
Of words, lest thus perchance ibepublicﬁ weal
Even ourselves may injure ; now to deeds;
Thou to the post assign’d, and if aught else
Thy genius may invent to harm the foe
Be both the merit, and reward thy own.” 380
They ended parle, and haughty Arnold’s soul
Bent on a double.vengeance, sped his flight
To where Virginia, scarce from Leslie’s arm

383, searcc from Leslie’s arm §c.—Major-general Leslie
had been detached from New-York to the Chesapeak with
2000 men, in order to favour lo:d Cornwallis’s designs on

" *hcsouthern states : and after his departure Virginia was
. again invaded by general Arneid. Sve Ramsay, i. 226.
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Recover’d, uow was fated to sustain ’
Havock, and misery to which compar’d 385

Its former ills were but a sport and play. .
Meantime Cornwallis in'tbe southern élime

Had met no equal; distant Georgia ’

Own’d him supreme; while thro’ the Carolinas

His proud victorious troops swept all aloag . 390

Like a resistless torrent ; even Gates

When, proud of victory, he dusted back

His lengthen’d march from Saratoga’s straits,

Aund fondly hop’d the terrour of his name

Would check his mighty foe, too soon perceiv’d 395

His fatal errour, and on Camden’s plains

Gave a fresh chaplet to his rival’s brow.

There, brave de Kalb! was shorn thy fated thread ;

Columbia long did mourn thee as her own ;

Thon fought’st fot freedom, and for freedom died’st.

Nor Gates alone felt the resistiess arm 401

Of conquering Britons: see where laurell’d (ireene,

Freedom’s high-favour’d son, Columbia’s prop,

Yields to superior Rawdon : Camden’s plains

Witness Columbia’s second overthrow. ~ 405

Here dauntless Tarleton, like Mygdenides,

389. while thro’ the Carolinas &c.The people had for a
time ¢¢ abandoned all schemes of further resistance. At

Beaufort, Camden, Ninety six, they generally laid dawn -

their arms, and submitted eicher as prisoners or as subjects.
This was followed by an unusual calm, and the British be-
lieved that the state was thoreughly conquered, &c.” Rom-
say, ii. 159. See.170.

398, brave de Kalb !—See above, b. i. ver. 310.

405. second overthrow —See above, b. 1. ver. .317.

406. Tarlelan, like Mygdonides, §c.—Chorebus, the son ~

of Mygzdon, who was the breshar of Hecuba {seec £n. ii.
~ -

T AT
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Cloth’d in the hostile garb, and ornament,

Entraps his foe ; there with an eagle’s stoop *
Pounces destruction upon Sumter’s force ;

While daring Prevast,) Maitland, and Moncrief 410
Had vanquish’d D’Estaing, and Pulaski’s might.
Here Simcoe, able pastisan, repell’d

The valiant Steuben, and with fire, and sword
Spread ruin: there the noble Phillips brav’d

La Fayette’s haughty spirit, who saw with grief 415
Desertion thinning his impatient troops :

‘While further off; the British Diomed

342. 389) had, with his followers, put on the armour of the
Greeks whom he had killed at the storming of Troy ; and
in like manner colonel Tarleton with a party had assumed
the name and dress of Americans, and passed themselves
for the advance of general Gates’s army. See Ramsay,ii.
165-6. Colonel Tarleton surprised Sumter’s eorps at Fish-
ing Creek—* and the whole detachment was either killed,
captured, or dispersed.”” /d. 169. :

411. 1Y Estaing,. and Pulaki—By the assistance of that
able engineer ma{or Morcrief, ﬁener&l Prevost and colonel
Maitland successfully defended the town of Savannahagainst
the counts .d’Estaing, and Pulaski, and general Lincpln.
Ramsay, ii. 121-2. i

412. Here Stmcoe,—Colonel Simcoe was said to be * one
of the best partizans in the.British-service:”” Life-of W. iii.
475; iv. 477-8. For an account of the expedition wgainst
Steuben at a place called The Fork, see [d. iv. 49¥.

414. tie noble Plillips §c.—The marquis de la Fayette
was obliged to retreat before generale Phillips and Cornwal-
lis. Ramsay, ii. 256-7. See Iafe of W. iv. 486. Desertion bad
become so-frequent in La Fayette’s-army as to threaten its

- dissolution. Lafe of W. iv. 481. .
437. the British Diomed §&c.— General Grey, who.had.ac-
-quired the name of the ¢ no-flit general,”” had surprised
colonel Baylor’s.regiment of light dragoons in a barn while
they were 1n a profound sleep. The British treops, - ¢ refus-
ing to give quarter, bavonectted for a time all they fell in
with.”” About 40 wcre hade prisoners. ‘¢ Thesc were in-
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Gave to his slecping foes the dreams of death.

Last, tho’ not Jeast, the fierce St, Leger rav'd

With Johnson’s savages, and those far wome 420
Than savages, miscalied Loyalists s

These black revenge, and fury, hot from hell,

Led on to deeds of madness ; fathers, sons;

Sons, fathers ; and fraternal love, now chang’d
Into fix’d hate, point at their kindred blood = 425

debted for their lives to the humanity of one of Grey’s ca
tains, who gave quarters to the whole fourth troop, thou$
contrary (as is uxd&to the orders of his superiour officers.”
Ramsay, 1i. 94-5. Life of W. iii. 564-5. See Belsham, ii. 379.
Humanity would express a hope that this account is exag-
gerated; and indeed some extenuation is derived from the
circumstance of the attack being made in the night.

419. the fierce St. Leger §c.—The ‘detachment which
was to proceed by the way of the Mohawk river was put un-
der the command of colonel St. Leger. ¢ It consisted of
about 200 British troops, a regiment of New-York loyalists,
raised and commanded by sir John Johnson, and a large
body of savages.”” Ramsay, ii. 27. 'The cruelties committed
by the Indians, and particularly the murder of the innocent
and beautiful miss Maccrea, “ excited universal horrour,’”®
and * instead of disposing the inhabitants to court British
protection, had a contrary effect.””—¢ Their cruel mode of
warfare, by putting to_death as well the smiling infant and
the defenceless female, as the resisting armed man, excited
an universal gpirit of resistance.”’ See /5. 36—39. Of the
plunder and ravages committed by the loyalists the Ameri-
can history is full. See Ramsay, i1. 114. ¢ A particular de-
tail—would be sufficient to freeze every breast with hor-
rour.” Ib. 145. See 287-8.293. ¢ It was the general opinion
of the Americans, that the continuance-of the war, and the
asperity with which it had been carried on, was more owin,
to the machinations of their own countrymen, who ha
taken part with royal government, than to their British
enemies. Jt is certain that the former had been most active
in predatory excursions, and most forward in scenes of
blood, and murder.”” Rumsay, ii. 308,

.
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The dark*assassin’s paignard. Gracious God !

Mow long shall this contaminated globe

Escape thy justice ! Is it that misery

Must point the road to happiness and love ?

Yes! and the time shall come when love alone 430
Shall reign triumphant, and thy name be blest

By purer tongues upen a sinless earth.

BND OF THE SIXTH BOOK. -
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ARGUMENT OF THE SEVENTH BOOK.

Distresses of the American army. Prayer of Washington.
The Goddess Liberty appears to him, and brings him con-
solation. Arrival of the French fortes under Rochambeau,
and march of the united troops to York-town. Soliloquy of
lord Cornwallis, and speech to his officers. His lordship’s
determination to defend York-town. Washington's address
to his forces. Death of colonel Scammiell.
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Now hed the slow-pac’d wain of sable night
Ascended heaven’s mid-steep, and in her train

The starry host with all their glittering gems
Spangled the expanse ; now was creation hush’d

In the soft dews of sleep, all but the mind s
- Of great Columbia’s chieftain, ..im no sleep

- But anxious care possess’d, and troubled thoughts

~ How he might shield his country from those ills °

. Which now on every side assail’d her round;

F’en in his very camp disease had s;\yread 10
So thick her noisome vapours, that he fear'd

No efforts on his part could save the rest

~ From the grim jaws of death, and to these ills

- Were added mutiny, and discontent,

Whose clamorous tongues-pervaded all the' camp: 15
Nor wanted cause; oft without food, or clothes,
Expos'd to all the inclemencies of sky,

Nor day, nor night, nor season brought relief,
E’en Congress’ self uuab&a to sapply
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The army’s wants, was yet perforce impel’d 20
To adopt such measures as necessity,

Not prudence dictates, and increas’d tenfold

The evil that was meant)to remedy.

Pondering on these, and various otler ills,

Thas to the Almighty Being the hero pray’d; 25
« Almighty Power! who on the human breast
Didst from the first ingrave the sacred love

Of thy.celestial freedom, making. man

After thy likeness! Oh! in mercy spare,
Benignant Being ! in mercy spare our sins. 30
Thou know’st how often, and how fervently

My soul hath yearn’d for peace; how oft essay’d
To stop the effusion of the human blood ; .

Alas! thou know’st how vain; in thee alone

1 put my trust; Oh! guide my erring thoughts, $5
Teach me to know thy will, and to obey

That will when known, that thus the path of right

21. To adopt suck measures &c.—Compare the note at b.i.

ver. 275 ; and Ramsay, ii. 2225.* * In addition to the dis-
asters from short crops, and depreciating money, disorder
and confusion pervaded the departments for sapplying the
army. Systems for these purposes had been hastily adopted,
and were very inadequate to the end proposed,” &c. 6. 185.
- See Life of Wv;

money for the extortion of avarice on the wants of the pub-
lick ,an attempt was made, under the recommendation

Congress, to limit prices by law ; and this limitation, if per-
sisted in, would once more have produced a famine,” &c. /6.

4038 See iv.245-7, 256. 264-7., where Washington com-

plains of thedefects of the State system, and the consequent
want of power in Congress. 1 see one head gradually

jii. 40—3. ¢ Mistaking a real depreciation of '

changing into thirteen. I see one army branching into thir- |

teen ; and instead of looking up to Congress as the supremt
controuling power of the United States, considering them
#elves as dependent on thuir respective states,” &e. Sed 6l

|
|
|
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May lead to virtue, happiness, and thee.
But if thy justice must o’ertake our sins
Thy wili, Omnipotent! thy will be done.” - 40

. - Thus pray’d the chief) whenl/to his ravish'd eyes

A radiant form appear’d, whose lucid robe

Flow’d to her feet, while all around was pour’d
Ambrosial fragrance ; and with voice divine -

Thus slie address’d Columbia’s pious Chief'; 45
“Beloved Son ! thy virtuous prayer is heard,

And now by Heaven’s all-wise decree I come,

. To shield Columbia from her numerous foes,

And by thy means to give to future-men

Freedom’s eternal boon; the time shall come 50
When e’en thy. foes, who now with madden’d ire
Break the first precept of their heavenly guide,

.And do themselves to others what themselves

Would not be done unto; the time shall come -
When they with loudest voice, and gratitude 53 -
Shall hail fair freedom’s orb ; that orb once risen

Shall never set, but shall eternal shine

Diffusing light, and.love throughout the world.

But evils P must passy before that time

That blessed time arrive, for happiness 60
Lies up the steeps of pain. But now attend,

While to thy gladden’d heart I pour fresh balm

Of joy and comfort ; Britain’s haughty flag,

" That rul’d despotick o’er that element

Which Heaven gave free to man, thus making pewer,
And right synonymous, has dar’d provoke . 66
Russia’s great empress to defend the laws
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Of nature, and of nations : Neutral Powers
Have guaranteed the rights of God and man.
But this the least ; for mighty Louis hears _ 70
Columbia’s plaints, and even new at hand )
His crowded squadrons, which by aid divine
Wrapt ia celestial clouds have pass’d the foe,
Enter thy joyous havens; greet them, Son !

With love fraternal, and without delay 75

Instiit to York-town speed your troops combin’d,
And there aga_in we’ll meet thee.”” Thus she spake,
And vanish’d, but by her empyreal gait
‘Was known, confest the Seraph Liberty.
O’erpower’d the hero sank, and on his knees 80
Pour’d forth his silent gratitude to God.
But scon was rous’d ; for lo! the trumpet’s seund
Joyous announc’d great Gallia’s sons arriv’d. ,
Nop bad the morn thro’.the eastern gate of heaven
Diffus’d her roseate beams, when Fayette’s spirit 85
68. Neutral Powers §¢.—On the armed neutralkity formed
%Rwi&, Sweden, and Denmark, in the year 1780, see

msay, ii. 209—211; Lifeof W. iv. 369.373: Belskam, ii.
40-1-2. ¢¢ Let us (said lord Lansdowne, an. 179Z) epdeavour

to regain the good opinion of Eugope, whic! ‘have lost

by our pride and rapacity ; let us proclaim freedom to neu-

tral nations ; and by thus recognizing the commercial liber- .

ty of the world, we should be the first to profjt by it.” Bel-
sham, vi. 359. ] .
70. mighty Louis,—See book i. ver. 362.
85. Fayelte’s spirit—*¢ The marquis de la Fayette, whose

letters to France had a considerable share in reconciling the |

nation to patronize the United Stites, was among the first
in the American army who received the welcome tidings of

the treaty. In atransport of joy, mingled with an effusion

of tears, he embraced general Washington, exchiming:
¢The king, my master, bas acknowledged your independ-
ence, and entered into an alliance with you for its establish-
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Brooking no equal in Columbia’s cause,

With eager haste to Washingten conducts

His kindred chieftains, mighty Rochambeau,

The brave de Grasse, St./Simon’sinoble fires;

" The valiant Ternay, and de Barras’ skill, 90
With that sage ministet whose ardent zeal

Had triuomph’d o’er Columbia’s enemies,

The prudent Gerard ; these with Chastelleux,

Du Portail, Choisy, and some other chiefs

Now met Columbia’s hero, when in few 95

-

. ment.” The heartfelt joy, which spread from breast to
breast, exceeded description. The several brigades assem-
bled by order of the commander in chief, their'chaplains
offered up publick thanks to Almighty God, and delivered
discourses suitable to the occasion. A feu de joie was fired,
and, on a proper signal being given, the air resounded with
—<Long ltve the king of France’—poured forth from the
breast of every private irr the army.” Ram:ay, 1. 68.

88. Roclambeau, &c.—_The French troops, convoyed by
marquis de Ternay, left 'France on the 1st of May, 1780,
under the command of the count de Rochambeau, but did
not arrive at Rhode Island till the 10th of July following.
See Ramsay, it. 192. The count de Grasse with a French
fleet of 28 sail of the line entered the Chesapeak in August
%781. The troops on board of this fleet were commanded by
the marquis” de St. Simon. 15.268. A French fleet of 8
sail of the line, under the count de Barras, entered the
Chesapeak in the night of September 7th, 1781, at the time-
when admirals Graves and de Grasse were manceavring
near its mouth. 75. 261.

B. The prudent Gerard, (or Girard )— He was one of the
secretaries of H. M. C. Majesty’s council of state, and had
been employed in the negotiations between France and Ame-
rica; afterwards he was sent as minister plenipotentiary tp
the United States. Ramsay, ii. 65. 88 ; Life of W. iv. 20.

94. some other chiefs— Among others may ' T
®’Estouches, ‘who commanded the French

of de Ternay ; the baron de Yiominel, .
Q2 '

,
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Thns spake La Fayette ; ¢ Noble Washington !
Great Lonis sends thee aid, and such an aid
As nerds no tongue of Fayette to applaud.
The name of Rochambeau who leads our traops
To victory, and freedom, Fame herself 100
Hath made her own ; and these our noble kin
Will on the field of battle prove their worth.”
“ Fayette ! (replied the Chief) we greet them all,
As brethren greet them ; Noble Rochambeau !
And ye brave sons of France! our gratitude 105
_ To mighty Lonis passeth utterance ; ) )
Next to our nature, and that nature’s God .
We owe to him our freedom. Welcome all,
Thrice welcome are ye brethren.” Thus to him
Great Rochambeau replied ; “ Most noble Chief!
Whose very name is freedom, and whose cause 111
- The cause of God, and man; we but obey
The dictates of our hearts, when we obey
Oyr mighty-monarch’s will; thdat will declares -
That the whole power of Gallia’s potentite 115
Shall be exerted in Columbia’s cause;
With her we’ll live as brethren, and our lives,

Y08. We owe to kim our freedom.—That America wasina
great measure ¢ indebted to, France for her rank as-a pa-
tion,’”’ was an opinion pretty general in the United States;
and indeed the pathetick statement of their distresses, after
the fall of Charleston, ‘to the king of France, strongly cor-
roborated the opinion. See Léfe of FI”. v. 608, note; Ram-
say, ii. 262. For thespeech of Rochambeau, in answer to the
address of congratulatien from the general assembly of the .
state of Rhode Island, and for the circumstances attending
the junction of the two armics, see Rem:ay, it. 192-3.
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To her devoted, now await command

Of thee Great Chieftain ; ardently we burn

To drive Corawallis, arid the British ‘troops 120
From the blest soil of freedom ; [léad us, Chief !

This instant lead us to the daring foe.”

Yet was he speaking, when the hosts conjoin’d
Upsent a shout to the universal Lord

That rang heaven’s joyous concave. Washington
Gave'instant sign of march, thrice blessed march, 126
The cause of ceaseless good to future men,

While Freedom’s self, unseen by mortal eye,

Made straight the way before them. Now had Fame
With busy pinions to Cornwallis sped 130
Carrying the fatal news, and as is wont,

Had fill’d a less undaunted soul with fear,

And aggravated phantasies; but him

No fears possess’d, bis British spirit disdain’d

To fear a foe; but as that generous brute, 135
Whose floating image stream’d before his eyes,
When circled round by hunters, and by dogs,
Lashes himself to vengeance ; so the Chief

In his own might collected, pausing stands,

And to his own great soul thus dauntless speaks ;

“If *tis the will of Heaven that Liberty 141
Shall fix her standard in these western climes,

Vain were resistance; Heaven itself best knows

That which is best; but if 't is Fate’s decree

That proud Rebellion here shall bend her head, 145
Our numerous foes tho’ tenfold multiplied
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Were but as dust; our fate then rests above,

And if we are not waating to ourselves,

The British flag shall triumph o’er its foes,

Teach them to, spare their threats, and boast no
more.” 150

Thus thought Cornwallis, and around him call’d

His various chiéftains; here brave Tarleton came,

With mighty Abercrombie, Simcoe’s zeal,

Campbell, Duandas, and many other chiefs,

All but brave Phillips; his eyes death had clos’d 155

Thr6’ euvy: Them Cornwallis thus address'd ;

‘¢ Britons, and heroes! well do ye deserve

These titles, and ye noble German friends !

Much to your valour do we justly owe.

Oft have we seen you mid the battle’s rage 160

Plunging amidst the foe, and dauntless rush

E’en to the cannon’s mouth ; oft have we seen .

That foe, confiding to a basty flight,

Speed to his woods, and fastnesses, to escape

Your ’venging swords, while all his towns, and,

farms 166
Have fallen the spoil of your victorious deeds.

Heroes! the time’sarriv’d when Btitain stands

155 brave Phillips ;—* This distinguished officer, who hav-
ing been taken at Saratoga, had been lately exchanged, and
was appointed to be commander of the royal forcesis
Virginia, March 1781, terminated his life in the May fol-
lewing. 'At early periods of his military career, on
different occasions of a preceding war, he had gained the
full approbation of prince Ferdinand, under whom he had
served in Germany.' As an officer he was universally admi~
xed.” Rameay,ii. 228 ; Lafe of IV iv. 487..

'
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In geed of all your valour: Washingtoa™

Sunk, spiritless, fall’n, as a last resoprce .

Has call’d on Gallia’s king, oupfditural foe, 170
And proud rebellion has ir;ﬁal}la’s king’

Found a firm friend; Gallia shall rue the day

She gave that friendship : but be cheer’d, ye Chiefs,
Clinton has promis’d aid, immedate aid,

And Digby soon, and Graves, with Britain’s fleet
Will rid the Chesapeak of those proud flags 176
That idly stream before the vapouring gale.

But now attend to these your Chief’s commands;

In the deep Yourk which laves our northern front,

172. Gallia shall rue the duy—In the debate of March 17,
1778, Mr. Jenkinson observes, ¢ that the spirit of free en-
quiy and the effects of an extended commerce, have intro-
duced a spirit among the French people that is wholly in-
compatible with their government.—Besides this, one bad
cffect of the zeal with which they affected to take up the
American cause, and which they now learn in earnest to
have an affection for, has tainted their principles with a
spirit of republicanism. These principles of liberty always
diminish the force of government ; and ifthey take root and
.grow up in France, we shall gee that government as dis-
tracted and unsettled as any other.”’ See Almon, ix. 67.

174. Clinton has promis’d aid, &c.— ¢ Letters of an early
date in September 1781, were received by lord Cornwallis
(who had- established himself at York-town in Virginia)
from sir Henry Clinton, announcing that he would do his
tmost to re-inforce the royal army in Chesapeak, or make
every diversion in his power, and that admiral Digby was
hourly expected on the caast.” Ramsay, ii. 260, 261. Ano-
ther letter was afterwards received, ¢ announcing the arri-
val of admiral Digby with three ships of the line from Eu-
Tope, and the determination of the general and flag officers
in New- York to embark 5000 men in a fleet, which would
probably sail on the 5th of October—that this fieet consisted
of twenty-three sail of the line, and that joint exertions of the
navy and army would be made for his relief.”” &c. Jb. 268.

179. In the deep Yark &c.—* York (ar York-town) is a
small village on thesouth side of the rivér which bears that
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Let all our frigates, and our ships of war - 180
Be mafely moor’d, that thus the pass *twixt us,

And Gloster Point oppos’d may be secure ;

‘That point, braye Tarleton ! to thy valorous arm
‘We now confide, let it be fortified,

And both the river’s banks, with batteries, 185
And strong redoubts; but on our southern side,
Where we seem most expos’d, end where the foe
Will plau his chief attack, let neither art,

"Nor labour be found wanting, abbattis,

Nor fraize be spar’d, nor hornwook with its ditch,

mame, wherecthe long peninsula between the York and the
James is only eight miles wide. In this broad and bold river
a ship of the line may ride in safety. Its southern banksare
high ; and some batteries facing the water had been cen-
structed on them by a small corps of artillery belonging to
the state of Virginia, formerly stationed at this place. On
the opposite shore is Gloucester Point ; a piece of land pro-

Jecting deep into the river, and narrowing it at that place,

so thit it does not exceed one mile. Both these posts were

fortifying them. The communication between- them was
commanded by his batteries, and by some ships of war
which lay under his guns. The main body of his army
{which amounted to about 7000 men) was encamped in the
open greunds about York-town, within a range of outer
redoubts and field-works, calculated to command the per-
insula, and impede the approach of the assailants} co-
lonel Tarleton, with a small detachment consisting of six
or seven hundred men, held the post at Gloucester Point.”
Life of W. iv. 537.8, '

186. but on our southersn side, &c.—<¢ The works erected
for the security of York-town on the'right, were redoubts
and batteries, with a line of stockade in rear. A marshy
ravine lay in front of the right, over which was placed 2
largeredoubt. The morass extended along the center, which
was defended by a line of stockade, and by batteries : on the
left of the center was a hornwork with a ditch, a row 0
fraizeand an abbatis. Two redoubts were advanced before
the left.” Ramsay, ii. 268.

-
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occul;ied by lord Cornwallis,, who had been assiduous iz .
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Nor strong redoubt, nor battery, nor the lines -
Of firm stockade ; the marshy deep ravine
That guards our right may yet require some art
To strengthen it ; this, and\whatever else
Seems to your wisdomns meet, be instant done. 195
Now to your pests, ye Chiefs! and let the word
Be—Rule Britanaia, and Rebellion crash’d.”
Thus spake the brave Cornwallis, and the Chiefs
Hie to their posts his orders to fulfil,
And wait with silent fortitude the foe. 200
But now uprear’d upon the western hills
Stream’d Freedom’s ensigns, while the gleamy stesl
Dazzles the distant sun, which then uprose
With conscious majesty, and slacken’d course
To wake earth’s incense, and behold a deed 205
That sheds eternal blessings on mankind ;
~When thus Columbia’s hero. to his troops ;
“Gauls, and Columbians? yon rising orb
That with unclouded glory sheds the beams
Of light, and love to man, must witness now 210
Freedom triumphant, or proud Despotism
Forging eternal fetters; ’tis on you,
On you high chosen above the rest of men
That Heaven has fix’d the doom, whether the day
Of death, or life, shall rise upon mankind : 215
Accept the high appointment ; be ye men’
Swear by the spirits of your noble sires,
Swear by your God, that victory or death
Shall crown your efforts; see the foe intrench’d
~ Up to the chin now waits the coming storm 220

- K
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Of Freedom’s fury, and from Clinton hopes
Fresh aid ; but that, Columbians! be yours

To avert by previous victory ; and when
Auspicious Heaven shall crown your noble deeds,

Then let Humanity's blest office shine 25

Triumphant in yeur breasts.” Scarce had he sid,
‘When loudest shouts of ¢ Victory, or death,”
Torment the frighted air; not louder shouts

Were heard from Rome’s brave veterans on that day, -
When thro’ parch’d deserts by great Cato led, 230

They reach’d fair Leptis, halftheir numbers lost
The spoil of horrid snakes; and now arriv’d

On York-town’s plains the friends of free-born man
Began the hostile trench, and counterwork’d

By lines, and parallels the enclosed foe; 235
Not unresisted ; Britain’s warriour e¢hief

Yielded to none in valour; every inch

‘Was stain’d with blood ; nor had he then withdrawn,
Despite of Simon’s bravery, his troops

Within his inner lines, but to obey 240
Clinton’s superior orders, premising

Digby’s arrival with immediate aid.

Nor thee, brave Scammell ! must the muse forget,

234. and counterwork’d §c.—Compare Life of W, iv. 53,
&c. In the first rencounter the loss on the American side
¢ was principally sustained by the corps of the marquis d¢
St. Simon on the left.”” 540. )

243. Nor thee, brave Scammell!— The combined army
halted in the evening, about two miles from York-town, an
lay on their arms ali night. On the next day colone! Scam-
mell, an officer of uncommon merit, and of the most am

manners, in approachingthe outer works of the British, Wi
mortally wounded, and taken prisoner.” Ramiay, ii. 263.
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Death saw thee with incautious step advance
To trace the foe’s proug works, and with sure aim
Made thy frail, weak mortality his own. 246
Columbia mourn’d thy fate,’ and'e’en thy'foes
Bewail’d and envied thy uacommon worth.

END OF THE SEVENTH BOOR.

LY
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ARGUMENT OF THE EIGHTH BOOK.
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8oliloquy of Washington. Liberty again appears to him,
and foretells future peaece and happiness; recousts to him
the services she has performed, at length removes from his
eyes the film of mortality. Picture of the infernal host,
floating above the Apalachian Mountains. The shied of
Satan, Preparation for battle.
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Scarce had Night’s harbinger begun to draw
Her sable curtain o’er the vast concave
Shedding gray twilight, whea Columbia’s son: _
Wrapt in sad thought forth issued from his tent, _
To view that terrein where ambition’s rage 5
Would premature send down to dusky death
The souls of thousand warriours § pondering deep
The pensive hero staed, and thought he saw
Thick dews of blood impurpling o’er the plain,
While clanging vultures seem’d to hover round 1o
Gorg’d with the blood of men.. Aw’d by the sight
Thus to his mighty soul the hero.spake;
“Alas ! how preguant is the present hour
With dark futority ! Unbappy man!
Disturbed nature seems to wail thy lot, 15
That born to reap the bestof Heaven’s gifts
" Thou shouldst subvert the. intention of thy God.
Whence ali this madness * Tigers wage not war -
With. ravenous tigers ; nor the spotted pard .

B2
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Preys on his kindred spots ; ’t is man alone 2
Is to his fellow man the savage brute.

Him dire ambition, and the curse of gold

Impel to human'/murder);. notcontent

With what sufficeth happiness, he seeks

That which promotes his misery. O Peace! 25
How yearns my soul for thee ! How oft I’ve tried
To stop the effusion of the blood of man,

And bless my country with thy pure delights!

But all in vain ; ambition’s lawless rage

Forbids the joyful hope. But thou, blest star! 30
That thus with solemn majesty diffusest

‘Wide o’er the silent earth thy pearly beams,

* The type of heavenly love! hear now my vows;
Should Heaven, and freedom aid my feeble arm
 And crown with victory Columbia’s sons, 35
No baughty insolence, no proud disdain,

* No black reveange for countless injuries,

Shall check my purpose, or pellute my soul :

But all my past endeavours be renew’d

To stop the evils that so long have whelm’d 40
'The buman race with woe, and give to man

Peace and good-will divine. And thou blest Seraph !
‘That erst from Heaven descended, and didst deign
Tocall me son: Oh! grant me heavenly aid,

Fulfil thy glorious promise, thatthe orb 45
Of liberty once risen, ne’er shall set,

Butshall eternal shine.” Scarce had he said

When freedom’s Seraph- burst upon his view,

And in her hand she bore an orbed shield
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Of such transcendent brightness, that, tho’ veil'd

In thickest cloud, the strongest mortal eye 51
Could not support its edge, and thus she spake;
While sounds celestial, 'and 'empyreal' sweets
Breath’d round the enravish’d senses of the chief’;
“Beloved Chieftain! Freedom’schosen prop! 55
Thy pious prayer is heard, and Heaven ordains
That man no longer shall be made the sport

Of proud ambition, but that reason’s light

Diverg’d from western woods as from her centre,
Shall thro’ the world restore the reign of peace. 60
But tho’ the time be short ere this decree

Shall have full force, yet is it mark’d with blood.
The morrow’s sun which soon shall tinge the hills
With light ethereal, shall grow pale to see

The horrours of the day ; bat these few hours 65
Of misery overpast, ages of joy, )

With some short blood-stain’d intervals of evil,

Shall bless mankind, and the first stene be laid

_ Of universal freedom, peace, and love.

67. Some short blood-stain’d intervals &c.It is my firm
persuasion, deeply impressed, that wars will speedily be ex-
tirpated from the face of Europe ; this opinion will, I know,
afford rather a subject for ridicule than contemplation to
those who ‘measure the duration of time by the short, evan-
escent space of human existence: but the world is yet in
its first stage of infancy, the light of reason has but just
begun to dawn, and ome of its best effects will be to teach
the rising man, to study the happiness of his fellow-crea-
tures, and no longer be made the tool of folly or ambition.

The effect of knowledge in uniting the Americans in the
defence of their rights and liberties, is well portrayed by
Dr. Ramsay, ii. 321.
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Hail thén, thou chosen Chief! thou blest of men!
Fulfil the will of Heaven, and give to man )
The life that Heaven ordain’d him at his birth.”
Thus spake 'Seraphick Virtue; and the Chief
Instant the Seraph knew, and thus replied ;

¢ Celestial Spirit! Belov’d of God and man ! 75
I know and feel thy power, nor will delay

One moment to fulfil the will divine.

With thee my guide, and shield, not all the earth
Risen in arms shall chill my heart with fear,

Or stop the daring progress of my arm.” 80
Thus spake the chief, and Freedem thus again ;

‘* Leng bave Ilov’d thy zeal, long time admird
Thy various virtues ; midst the battle’s rage

Oft have I seen thee with a whirlwind’s foree.

Bear down whole columns of the opposed foe; 85
And yet as oft amidst sulphureous smoke,

And whizzing death, have I perceiv’d thy soul
Pause on the well-fought field, and plan thy thoughts
Into new being. In the cabinet

Kings have admir’d thy wisdom, for thy brow 90
€rown’d with the choicest gifts of youtlr and age,

In years scarce mellow’d but in judgment ripe,
E’en.from thy bitterest foes hath claim*d respect -
T is there Deliberation joys to sit,

While Wisdom, join’d with Genius, hand in hand
Play round their Chieftain. These thou ow’st to me ;
I am thy great auxiliar, and thy shield. " 9%
Midst all the dangers of the battle’s rage, :

o S i L5 el -
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- Midst western.woods, and Indian tomahawks,
Midst deep-plann’d ambuscades, and icy frauds, 100 -
Midst Apalachian snows, mid treachery,
Disease, and famine; haye| Iistood-thy friend.
Oft have I turn’d the leaden death aside
Unseen by thee, and thus preserv’d a life
On which the fate of millions yet unbora 105
Depends for freedom’s blessings ; even now
Thy greatest earthly foes, on whom.alone
Britain’s best hopes depended, are thro*me
Lur’d by Eustathiu’ gold, and stricken blind

99, Midst western woods, &c.—See notes, book i. ver. 257.
260, &ec.

-109. Eustathius’ gold,—The island of Eustathius was
taken by sir George Rodney, and general Vaughan in Feb.
1781. ¢ The wealth accumulated in the barren spot was
predigious. The whole island seemed to be one vast maga-
zine. The store-houses were filled, and the beach covered
with valuable commodities. These alone, on a moderate
calculation, were estimated to be worth above three millions

* sterling. All this property, together with whit was found
on the island, was inﬁiscrimi-nately seized and declared to
be confiscated.”” &c. Ramsay, ii. 215. ‘¢ The Dutch West
India company, many of the citizens of Amsterdam, and
several Americans, were great sufferers by the capture of
this island, and the confiscation of all property found there-
-in, which immediately followed ; but the British merchants
were much mere so. These, confiding in the acknowledged
neutrality of the island, and in acts of parliament, had ac-
¢dmulated therein great quantities of West India produce,
as well as European goods. They stated their hard case to
admiral Rodney and general Vaughan, and contended that
their connection with the captured island was under the
sanction of acts of parliament, and that their commerce had
been conducted according to the rules and maxims of tMd.
ing nations, T applications of this kind it was answered ;
that theisland was Dutch, every thingin it was Dutch, was -
wnder the protection of the Datch flag, and as Dutch it
should be treated.” Jb. 216. After mentioning the numbers
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Know net or friends, or foes, but there consume -
In barbarous wantonness that precious time 1
Which else had sav’d a kingdom. These and more

 Columbia owes to me, and now I'm sent

By Heaven’s high mahdate to assist thy cause,
The cause of God and man; and in much need 11>
Thou stand’st of heavenly aid, for ’t is not man

_Thou hast alone to combat, but all Hell

Is risen in arms against thee, and now floats
In mid expanse, o’er Apalachian snows,

Cloth’d with internal horrours ; but fear not, 120

For Liberty’s thy friend, and with this shield

Of heavenly temper ever guards her sons.”

This said ; the seraph- breath’d ambrosial breath
On the enravish’d chief; instant his imbs o
Imbib’d celestial vigour, and his eyes oM
Dropp’d the thick film of weak mortality. '

Q may the Muse receive such heavenlyaid !

For hard it is for mortal to describe

- that were reduced to indigence in consequence of suchpro- -

ceedings, the historian observes; ¢ The friends of humani- -

ty, who wish that war was exterminated from the world,

or entered into only for the attainment of national justicey
must be gratified when they are told, that this unexampled
rapacity was one link in thegreat chain of causes which,
hereafter shall be explained, breught on the great event is
the Chesapeak, which gave peace to contending nations.—
While admiral Rodney and liis officers were bewildered in
the sales of confiscated property at Eustathiyps, and especial-
1y while his fleet was weakened by a large detachment sent
coffto convoy their booty to Great Britain, the French were
silently executing a well-digested scheme, which assur'
them a naval superiority on the American coast, to the
total ruin of the British interest in the United States.” Ik
217-8. Compare Ib. 263 ; and Life of W. iv. 525.
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That which beyond the sphere of this poor world
Is only to be known. Scarce was his sight 130
Purg’d from its dross, when all the infernal host,
Floating in depth immense'twixt earth’and sky,

In all its horrours burst upon his view : ‘
Astounded stood the chief, and turn’d his eyes
T’ward his seraphick guide, who smil’d a smile 135
Ineffable, and thus dispell’d his fears ; :
¢ Well may thy mortal senses feel alarm

At a]l those horrours,which now strike thy view,
When e’en celestials, arm’d with heavenly arms,
Long time withstood them doubting victory, 140
And fear’d that heaven itself had gone to wrack.
But now by much-accumulated sin,

And long sojourn in hell, and above ail

By-the decrees of Heaven, their power to harm

By~ open force is gone, and nought remains 145
But empty show; tho’ yet by fury blind

And mad despair, they urge their hastening fate,
Despite of all the signs of heavenly wrath,

And that scorch’d omen, which is there uprear’d
Close to the blood-gorg’d Moloch. Hence let fear
Be banish’d from thy breast, for Fate forbids 151
Their arms to hurt mankind. Thence turn your eyes
“T’ward their infernal chieftain, in his froat
Pretending hope and joy, while deep despair
Preys on his tortur’d bosom ; so bad men 155
“Oft to promote the blackest purposes

"Against their fellow-men, wear on their brow

E
i{
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The hollow smiles of ill-dissembled love
‘While their hearts rankle with malicious ire. ,
But see where Satan, in thick darkness wrapt, 160
Far *bove the blasted Apalachians floats,
Arm’d with his horrent shield, and glittering spear,
And tho’ be knows his fate, yet in that fate
Premeditates the downfall of mankind.”
She spake ; the hero turn’d, and back, aghast, 165
Recoil’d at sight of that adamantiae orb,
Whoss broad circumference of horrours glard,
Like a nocturnal meteor scaring men.

On its huge boss, & vast and solid rock,

Sat dreaded Demogorgon ; and around 10

Pursuit and Flight, and Fear, and Uproar wild,
And dire Confusion, mix’d with fiends from hell,
‘Whose names the Muse disdains to bring to light.
Here too was laughing Sin, and stalking Death,
Aud Famine, grinding her insatiate teeth, 175
With meagre Poverty, and brutish Force.

Here Tumult blaz’d, and Slaughter, and black Faie
Prowling for blood of victims newly slain,

Here Discord, trampling on she human mind, 17
Urg’d men to war, while pallid Darckpess, crown’d
With dust, and tears, and bleod, inwrapt the whole.
And in the next vast circle rose to view

The infernal host warring against the High’st.

Here flaming darts in countless multitudes

Vaulted all heaven with fire, and underneath 165

The bristling myriads met in copdlict dread.—
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Here shield- with shield, helmet with helmet clash’d,
Here angel shock’d with angel, spear with spear,
And all was clamour, discord, rage, and din.
Not far from these was seen'the host ofhiell 190
Training their devilish engines, here their chief
Scoffing with Belial watch’d the dire effect ;
When in an instant all the ethereal sky .
Madden’d with fury, and the chained bwlts 194 -
Mow’d down whole legious of the angelick host; . °
Foul rout enswed, and all heaven’s pavement flow’d *
With nectarous ichor, such as bleeds from Gods.
And next appear’d buge rocks, and wgeds aud hills,
Encountering in mid sky ; here n.oa&g’d
Awnd dire coufusion, there the horrid Moloch, 206
Like a mad Thyad with the God enrapt,
Rolling his slawghter-flashing eye-balls round,
Rav’d out his impious blasphemies, and swore
That heaven should. go to wrack. And next to these,
In separate division, blaz’d to view 205
The ancient Cronus, imprecating curses
Against his rebel son, the thundering Jove,
Who.hurl’d bis parent with his Titans down
From highest heaven into the pitchy depth
Of Tartarus; where iron hinges grate 210
O’er brazen thresholds ; there is outer dark,
And storm and tempest, and the realm of night,
Where Sleep andDeath have fix’d their drear aboc
As far ’neath hell, as hell’s beneath the sky.
Here the gigantick sons of Heaven, and Earth,
Strugg!ed for air, and sun, in dreadful gloom ;

S '
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While sage Promethens, with his mother Themis,
8tood counselling the great Satarnian Jove;

But soon.repents his counsel, ingrate Jove,

Like human tyrants, now disdains his friend, 220
Kicks down the ladder whence he mounts aloft,
And laws, and justice tramples *neath his feet :

See now the beanefactor of mankind,

Who taught @yem first to use their eyes, and ears,

" Doom’d in his turn the tyrant’s wrath to feel; 2%
See where tho’ chain’d to rugged Scythia’s rocks
He braves the thunderer's ire, and scornful tells
The cringing Mercury, that he dares his bolts;

* He canuot kill ge,”” spake the enlighten’d sage,

‘“ Prometheus is immortal :” scarce he said, 230

When trembling earth, struck by the forked light,

Open’d her yawning jaws, and deep iavolv’d

The dauntless hero midst the sinking wreck.

Next unto these a giant brood was seen, .

Threatening the beavens, and piling with vast toil

The Alps on Apenines, and up both up-rolling 236

The raging Atna, and its sister Fire,

With all their rocks, and” woods, and waves, and

flames. )

And in the next division blaz’d to sight 2%

Horrours which scarce the Muse herseif could counts

Or chieftain’s eye tho’ purg’d ef earthly dross,

Could plain distinguish, such, so gmeat the blase;
217. While sage Prometheus, &c.—See Lschylus, Prov

217 ; and compare ver. 235—8. 447. 478.506. 1061, of ¢

same patriotick drama, for.anillustration .of the subsegquesd
. [assages.

PN
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Here perjur’d Gods were seen in dreary trance
Punish’d for breach of oath on sacred Styx :

Here too were kings, sunk in the lap of ease, 245
Sleeping profoundly, whilé'their tinisters
Removed far from danger and from toil,

Halloo the dogs of war, and roar aloud,

‘ Havock, ye sons of earth, havock and blood !’
Fools ! not to know that havock, echo.like, 250
Returns upon its authors. There were kings,
Distrus_ting those, who most deserved trust,

Their genuioe friends, their people’s firmest hope,
And placing all their confidence in men,

Whom gaunt ambition, and the love of power,
Have taught so to contemn the people’s love, 256
That surest prop of power, that they at last

Unable to retrieve their countless faults,

Or save their country from impending fate,

Hail ruin as their good. And near to these 260
Were racks, and wheels, and superstitious fires

Of heathen-imitating monks, and priests,

With human victims slain to hiuman Gods.

Next Satan’s own fell deeds in happy Eden.

Here lay the fiend close to the ear of Eve, 265
Whispering soft disobedience to the will

Of Adam, and her God'; she with bold hand
Plucks the forbidden fruit, and eats thereof

With wanton eagerness, then gives the man,

Who thro’ despair doth take ; what could he else ?
For what is man unblest by female charm? 271
A solitary nothing. Now they joy
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Ia luscious wantonoesm, and guilt, and sin,

‘While Satan laughs askauce. So story-says,

Sung by the immorfal Milton, Britain’s Eye. 275
" And next to0 these appear’d a dreadful sighs,

A city plunder’d by the barbarous foe.

Here were the awful temples of the Gods

One herrid blaze of light ; the Gods themselVes
Deserting their abode thro” guilt of man. 280
Here from the lofty roofs, and kLiattlements,

Were frantick mothers with their infant hopes
Plunging to death, to escape from servitude,

And what is worse than death. Here aged sires
Whose hoary locks had mov’d the hearts: of brutes,
E’en at the altar’s vain security, ' . - 286
. Transpierc’d by hostile steel ; their headless ranks
Thrown on their bleeding sons; while their own dogs
Impious, were glatting in their master’s blood. 2682
Here prayers, and oaths, and dreadful clash of arms,
And hollow sound of hoofs, thick clogg’d with gore;
Here rape, and rapiae, pillage, all combin’d
With horrid darkness, and the gleams of steel ;
While lurid spectres glanc’d throughout the air,
And clamours, shrieks, and cries invelv’d the whole.
And in the last compartment blaz'd afar 296
Nature’s vast, awful, universal wreck,

Here all the fissured earth with dreadful crash
Disgorg’d from yawning craters' sulphurous fire,
Here floating granites in the liquid mass 308
Roll’d horribly ; there madden’d ocean heaves

His billowy vapours, and for mastery .
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Strives with his sister elements] fire,
Blotting the orb of day ; while thre’ the air
Heaven’s wrathful trumpet up to judgment callg
The souls of men; heré/variegated Vied, 306
And Evil now confess’d their darkest deeds,
Quaking with horrosr; here pale Despotism
With all its cringing minions trembling stand
Waiting the awful sentence,..* Go, ye cors’d, 310
To everlasting fire;* that instant hell
. Opes its wide jaws, and all the infernsl hpst
Greet the throng’d advocates of crigee, and sin.

Such was the Gorgon shield of Hell’s Archfiend;
And round the auter orb, thick sulphurous flames

In curling billows roll’d, a ses of fire. 316

" Skiga within these terrours dewp ingleom’d,

8at like the shadesof night, his awful head

€rown’d with the helm, and nodding plumes of

fate; C81Y

While borrow’d lightning play’d before his face,

And hlkwrougbt thonders rattled rouad his car.
The hero saw, and scarce at length restor’d

By his angelick guide to reason’s light,

When grisly Terrour in the ribs of Death,

With teeth of naked steel, on his pale horse 325

Sat grinning slaughter; in his train were seen

Vultares, and howling dogs, and ravenous wolves.

When thus the chieftain to his heavenly guide;

“Take me, O take me from this scene of woe !

Thou know’st how much my soul hath yeara’d for

peace,.
S2

B b
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How much it longs to snap the titled spear, 331
And give to suffering man the balm of rest.”

* And man shall have that rest, (the seraph cried,)
But Fate must/'bé/folfill’d)| and virtdous men
Compell’d to do those things their soul abhors. 3835
But haste, convene thy chiefs, for soon the foe
Prepares for batile; and once more reflect

That Freedom is thy friend, and while thy heart
With virtue dwells, will ne’er forsake thy cause.
And see, the sword of Michael waves aleft 340
In middle sky, while Victory, and Success,

‘With outspread pinions float above thy tents.””

The seraph said, and join’d the heavenly choir;
Nor could Columbia’s chieftain thus forbear ;

“Hail ! Heavenly Mission ! Since ’tis so decreed
For man to suffer, that his race may gain, 346
I make no longer pause, but haste to obey

The will of Fate, and crown the work divine.”

335. Compell’d to da §c.— Sir,” said Washington one
day to a foreign gentleman, ¢ 1 observe you wish me to
speak of the war. %t is a conversation I always avoid. Ire-
joice in the establishment of the liberties of America; but
the time of the struggle was a horrible period, in which the

best men were compelled to do many things repugnant to
their nature.” New Annual Reg. 1800, p. 197. P

END OF THE EIGHTR BOOK.
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Washington's address to his troops. Battle of York-town.
Two British redoubts taken by assault. Colonel Hamilton.
Lord Cornwallis’s speech to Abercrombie,~—with the reply.
Abercrombie’s successful sortie,—with his speeches to-his
hoops. Bravery of the British.
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Axp now the watchful Hours with silent hand
Unbarr?d the gates of heaven, and led the Morn
Forth from his eastern chamber, like 2 God,.

To bless with heavenly light the sons of men, |

When great Columbia’s chief without delay 5

Conven’d her chosen guardians, and allies.

Here Laurens’ noble ardeur, valiant Knox,

Brave Steuben, Butler, and Viominel,

Nelson, and Weedon, Naoille, Hamilton,

With those brave chiefs whom oft the Muse has
nam’d, . o 10

And Freedom will record ; these now conven’d,

Columbia’s chief with speedy words address’d,

While reund the circle pour’d the thronging troeps ;

““ Warriours ! Avengers of your country’s wrongs ;

Heroes! whom Trenton hath immortaliz’d 3 15

Victors of Saratoga ! whom nor want,

Nor cold, nor famine, no! nor vgteran foes

* With all their boasted discipline could turn

From'the great cause of justice, law, and right!

I

?
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And ye, brave Frenchmen! oa whose Jaurell’d brows
Triumi:hant Victory joys to hold her seat; 21
See the blest hour arriv’d, when all our woes

Mast end 'their sarthly course :"ere yonder orb,
Whose roseate beams just tinge the eastern sky,
ShaH be full risen, the sign of blood is rais’d. 25
Soldiers ! the spirits of your noble sires,

‘Who sought for freedom in a wilderness,

Now hover over you, their favour’d sons.

Revere their sterling worth ; revere your own ;
Act from yourown exemplar, and take shame 30
Not only not to equal, but excel

That which yourselves have done. The hour is struck
Of vengeance to our foes ; the hour is struck

Of renovated liberty to man.

Soldiers ! on you depends your country’s fate; 35
Your rights, your laws, your freedom are at stake;
Your wives, your children, parents all that men,
Aud free men hold most dear, depend on you.

This is no-common. confliet, and demands .

No common efforts, but I speak to men , 40
Whom conquest now awaits; whom death itself,
Which oft’ner strikes the coward thanthe brave,
Meets thein unarm’d with terrours, when it.meets
Fighting for freedom in their country’s cause :
Show now that country that your ancient fame 45
Shines undiminish’d, and when solid peace

Shall crown your gloriousacts, and we obtain

Our rank amid the nations of the earth,

Then shall your grateful countrymen exclaim
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With pointed fingér, as they see you pass, \ 50

“ Of freedom’s first defenders that was ohe.’ ”
Scarce had he paus’d, than as when boisterous winds
Impel the curling billows of the deep

Against proud Portland’s long-extended bank,

The shore no soomer feels the surgy lash, 55
Than wide o’er ether spreads the echoing roar;

So now such loud, suck long, incessant shouts

Burst from the enraptur’d host, that earth and sky
In one applauding tumault seem’d combin’d.

“Give thedread sigu, great chieftain ! Give the word;”
Was one united, one repeated shout. 61
The hero saw, nor longer had he check’d-

His ardour-breathing troops, whose horrent ranks
Bristled like ocean to the western breeze,

But that the foe, whose British spirit disdain’d 65
To wait attack, had now commenc’d the war, -

51. < Of freedom’s first defenders §c.—Bonaparte’s ener-
getick proclamation to his soldiers, issued at Milan, May
1796, concluded in these words; ¢ You will then return to
your homes, and your fellow-citizens will say, showing

u, This man was of the army of Italy.”” Compare also

is spirited address to his soldiers after the victory of Cas.
tigliene.

“ Happy, thrice happy,’’ said Washington, ¢ shall they
be pronounced hereafter, who have contributed any thing,
who have performed the meanest office, in erecting this
stupendous fabric of freedom.” Life of W.iv. €68.

66. kad now commenc’d the war, §&ec.—* On approachin
the lines a sharp skirmish took place, which terminate
“unfavourably for the British ; after which they remained
under cover of their works, and the blockade sustained no
further interrmgtion.” Life of W. iv. 339. Compare Ram-

say, ii. 268-9, * :

.
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Aad to his serrowing eyes a crowd of friends,
Bearing their wounded comrades in their arms,
Pase’'d with their groaning burthens, while the roar
Of distant/cannen' loud,’ and' louder yet, ()
Increas’d upon his ears, and the thick smoke
Roll’d its sulphureous volumes to the skies,
So when Columbian Niagara, swela
By melted snows, and pouring rains, rolls down
Its vapid borrours o’er expanded rocks (H
Into the deep abyss, while all the air,
Charg’d with the surging vapours, dims the sun;
This when the wandering traveller hears from far
In the deep gloom of long-extended woods,
At firet his ear perceives the hollow sound 80
With little observation, til agaia
The veering winds, aided by shorten’d space,

" Bring.it with increas’d fury, and at last
His eyes and ears, and feelings all confus’d
Blend in the common horreur ; so the chief . 15
¢:az’d on the rising storm, and scarce restrain’d
His troops’ impetuous ardour, who inflam'd
With more than common wrath for slaughter’d friends,
With difficuity wait the sign of blood;
But this no sooner giv’n, they rush, they fly, 99
Mix io the carnage and colleague with death. .
And now the dreaded parallels of war

~

92. the dreaded parallels §c.— On the 9th and 10th of
October 1781, the French and Americans opened their bat-

. N

1
.
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Open’d their throated thunders, and the storm
Rag’d in full fury: as when threatening clouds

With heav’n’s electrick franght, arnd mutual ire, 95
Darken the Indinn ocean, when thie change

Of monseon winds disturbs great nature’s flow,

Urg’d by the eastern, or by westera blasts

They join in bbrrid conflict, and the rosr

Of pesling thunder, aud the forked light 100
Madden the sea, and sky, and all is lost

In one confusion vast, fire, water, air;

Should some fate-freighted vessel, bound for Ind

- With gold, the curse of intellect on board,

Reach then these terrours, meither pow’r, nor art,
Avails them aught, bat straight the vivid fire 106
Rents the thin oak, and pours in watery death ;
So rag’d the horrours of the field of bloed.

~ Here nitred thunder roll’d along the plain,
And vibrated thro’ heaven’s ethereal vaulg, 110
While trembling Apalachians burl’d the sound:
To frighten’d ocean, and old ocean’s fears
Re-hurl’d to trembling Apalachians.

. Here sulphurous lightning, and the gleam of steel
Glanc’d through the lurid smoke; and iron fate 115
Fell, like the snows of heav’n, till wearied Death
Gorg’d, tho’ uasatisfied, sat down for rest.

And should perchance same momentary space

teries : they kept up a brisk and well-directed fire from hea-
vy cannon, from mortars, and howitzers. The shells of the
besiegers reached the ships in the harbour, and the Charon

of 44 quns and a tr shi; 2? Ramoay, ii.
g g S S B
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Relax the throated engines’ horrid roar,

There piercing cries, and groans of dying, men, 120 '

There boasts of victors o’er théir vanquish’d foes,
There neighing steeds wailing their loss of limbs, -
Guiltless, yet suffering for the crimes of man ;
These all, where any interval prevails, :
Transpiece the murky air ; and mix’d with these 125
Are prayers, and tears, and vows, and useless oaths,
And then anon the clarion shrill is heard

With the loud trumpet, aid the hollow drum ;
‘While York’s plain flows in fratricidal blood ¢

* Such and so great the terrours of the field. 180

Mean-time the chieftain, where the battle rag’d
In fellest fury, there his awful front

Blaz’d like a meteor, while the grace divine
Shone round his form majestick, and his arm

A treble blade seem’d wielding. But the Ganls, 135
Jealous to be outdone in freedom’s cause,

{

Shot through the plain their lightning gleam of arms, |

Greeting mid danger : and Columbia’s son,
Who saw with joy this emulating spirit

139. Who saw with joy §c.—* Reciprocal esteem, shde
spirit of emulation between the French and Americans,

being cultivated with great care by the commander in chief,
the siege was carried on with unexampled rapidity. ‘On the

" might of the 11th the second parallel was opened, &c.—The

three succééding days were devoted to the completion of
the second parallel, and of the batteries constructed it it;
during which, the fires of the garrison, who, with i
defatigable labour, had opened several new embrasures, be-

.came more destructive than at any previous time.” Leftef

W. iv. AN
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>Twixt the two rival nations, now design’d 140
To give it fullest force. Far to the left '
Two strong redoubts by British prowess form’d,
Flank’d and impeded his progressive toils ;

These to possess by storm at every risk

Was his fix’d purpose, and against the one 145

142. Two strong redoubts §c.—** The men in the trenches
were particularly annoyed by two redoubts, advanced three
hundred yards in front (on the left) of the British works,
which flanked the second parallel of the besiegers. It was
n ry to po these redoubts; and on the 14th pre- -

arations were made to carry them both by storm. To avail
imself of the spirit of emulation existing between the
troops of the two nations, and to avoid furnishing matter to
excite the jealousy of either, the attack of the one was com-
mitted to the Americans, and of the other to the French.—
The marquis de la Fayette commanded the American de-
tachment, composed of the light infantry, which was in-
tended to act against the redoubt on the left of the British
‘works on the river bank ; and the haron de Viominel led the
adiers and chasseurs-of his country against that which
being further to the British right, approached rather nearer
the French lines. Towards the close of the day, the two de-
tachments marched with equal firmness to the assault.—
Emulous for glory both for themselves, and their country,
every exertion was made by each., Colonrcl Hamilton led the
advanced corps of the Americans, consisting of his own and
of colonel Gimat’s battalions ; and colonel Laurens, ano-
ther aid of the commander in chief, turned the redoubt at
the head of eighty men, in order to take the garrison in
reverse, and intercept their'retreat. The troops rushed on
to the charge without firing a single piece; and so great
was their ardour, that they did not give the sappers time to
remove the abhattis and palisades. l§:ssing over them, they
assaulted the works with irresistible impetuosityjon all sides
at once, and entéred them with such rapidity that theirloss
was inconsiderable. This redoubt was defended by major
Campbell, with some inferiour officers, and forty-five pri-
vates.—The redoubt attacked by the French was defended
by a greater number of men; and the resistance being
greater, was not overcome so quickly, or with so listle
loss.” Life of W. iv. 541-2 ;. Ramsay, ii. 269-270, .

B s SR S N
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Some chosen Gauls by brave Viominel

Were straight cenducted, while great F‘yette led
Columbia’s freesborn ardours gainst the other. -
Scarce was the onset,giv’n, when abbatis, -

And fraise, and palisades already pass’d 150
The dauntless Hamilton upon the works

Waves the proud flag of freedom ; Laurens saw

The joyous emblem, and with rival speed

Hastes in reverse, and cuts off all retreat.

Then Campbell, British chieftain, knew too late 155

. How vain the struggle gainst fair Freedom’s sons.

*T was then, great Hamilton! thy inbred worth -

Blaz’d forth in glory; like Columb"’s chief,

Forgetting recent wrongs, imcapable

Of imitating actions that disgrace 160

More generous brutes, in middle victory

Thou stay’dst the arm of slaughter ; Mercy’s self,

The Muse can witness, quitted her abode; .

‘And with a wreath, pluck *d from the bowers of
heaven, :

With hand seraphick crown’d thy virtucus brow.-

Meanwbile the brave Viominel leads on 166

His emulous Gauls, and treads with equal steps

The path to victory, but his success

157. *Twas then, great Hamilton !—* The irritation pre-
duced by the recent carnage in fort Griswold had net so ﬁ.r
subduedy the humanity of the American character, as to in-
duce retaliation. Not a man was killed, except in action.
+ Incapable,’ said colonel ¥amilton in his report, of imi-
tating examples of barbarity, and forgetting recent provo:
.cation, the soldiery spared every man at ceased to resist.
Life of W. iv. 543, note. . See Ramsay, 1. 270.
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Was dearly bought ; for Britons, tho’ compell’d
To yield the contest to superiour force, 170
’Sdeign’d ‘to retire till that the number’d dead
Of their proud foes surpass’d theifr own fourfold,
- Night now in sable clothing veil’d the sky,
When great Cornwallis, who throughout the day
Had prodigies perform’d of valour, turn’d 175
His eyes to- heaven’s vault, and thought he saw
The light’ned scale of justice rising slow
Charg’d with the fate of Britain; back aghast
The hero shrank, and thus exclaim’d aloud ;
** Whence do these visionary forms arise 180
Disturbing reason’s empire ? Is there not
Enough of misery in human life,
But must our fancy aggravate the ill?
Hence, thou false vision of the troubled mind,
Cornwallis knows thee not.” The hero spakes 185
Then calid brave Abercrombie to his tent,
And thus his kindred nobleness address’d ;
“ Warridur ! Too long our frustrate hopes are plac’d
"On Clinton’s promise ; a messenger
Is just arriv’d who brings intelligence 190
To damp our opening prospect : Hood and Graves -
188. our frustrate hopes §¢.—* On the 10th of Oct. 1781,
a messenger arrived with a dispatch from sir H. Clinton to
lord Cornwallis, dated on the 30th of September, which
stated various circumstances tending to lessen the proba-
bility of relief being obtained, by a direct movement from
ew-York.” Ramiay, ii. 269. ) o
191. Hood and Grares—For an account of the indecisive

action hetween the English and French fleets, the former
* under the command of admirals Hood and Graves, and the

T2
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Whio five successive suns have hover'd off

The bay of Chesapeak, eacountering

Superiour force and numbers, by mischance -
Have suffer’d Barras 1o escape their skill, 195
And join De Grasse, who now has fortified

The entranoe of the bay, and there secure

Defies attack ; it is then on ourselves,

The warriour’s best reliance, on ourselyes,

That all our future hopes, and confidence 200
Must safely rets, and when the morrow’s dawn

Shall streak the distant hills, do thou assail ‘
With some selected bands those batteries

From whence our haughty foe threats to disgorge

A renovated tempest ;° show that foe, ' 205
Vain of his late success, that Britons rise

Superiour from defeat.” Thus spake the chief,

And Abercrombie thus ia few replied ;

*General! To execute thy wiser plans

Is Abercrombie’s glery, and his pride, A ) 210
And ere the morning ray shall strike the hills

Thy will shall be fulfill’d, and Britain’s sons

latter under De Grasse, with their manceuvring for five
days off the Chesapeak, and the consequent junction of De
" Grasse and the count de Barras, see Life of W. iv. 528-9. 537.
202. do thou assail &¢.—To suspend for a short time a
catastrophe which appeared almest inevitahle, lord Corn-
wallis resolved on attempting to retard the completion of
the second parallel, by a vigorous sortie against two batte-
ries which appeared to be in the greatest-readiness, and
which were guarded by French troops. The party making
this sortie consisted of three hundred ard fi'ty men, com-
manded by leutenant-colonel Abercrombie.” Life of W iv.
‘515, ) -
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Pour their full vengeance on those rebel forts.”
To whom Cornwallis; ¢ Well I know thy worth,
And time shall come when on the name.rever'd 215
Of Abercrombie Britain’s/liopes/shall rewt:
But now we part, I to repair our ills,
Thou to thy post, and soon we’ll meet again.”
Hesaid, and both their several ways pursued,
Striving to ward by weak mortality 220
The blow of justice, and the arm of heaven.
Rut now the joyous harbinger of day
’Gan to dispel from off the tainted earth
Foul slavery’s latest vapours, when uprese
The Scottish chief; around him throng’d his bands,
Selected bands, to whose vain prowess fate 226
Had giv’n the spark of slavery to relume .
For some short moments, these encircled round
The warriour thus in ardent word address’d s’
‘““Fellows in arms ! to whom our chief assigns 230
The glorious pust to check in mid career
Yon rebel host, and blast their full-grown pride,
Show now your werthiness ; that eminence
On which we stand high chos’a above the rest
Must not bé tarnish’d, but posterity ) 235
Joy to record your deeds. Mark then my words;.
Soon as the signal’s given,. with eagle speed.

" Rush on the opposed batteries, and thence
Drive with the {avour’d bayonet the foe
Who dares resist your progress; that perform’d 240.
Spike up their belching engines, and desroy

- mm o .
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Whate’er the time permit; -but when their guards

Shall from the trenches with superidur force

Advance upon your flanks, resist ye not

But save your valaed lives for futare time =~ 245

And opportunities more suitable.”

The hero spake, and instant gave the word.

As when the rapid Exe, by melted snows

And northern torrents swoln, sweeps o’er the plains,

Nor herds, nor fields, nor hedge, nor bridge, nor
towa ' 250

Can stop its furious course, while Exon’s walls,

And Cleve’s green summits echo back the roar;

So rush’d the comrades of the intrepid chief

On the audacious foe, who tho’ elate

By recent.victory, and in nambers strong, 255

Could not withstand brave Abercrombie’s arm,

But fled dismay’d ; then did the British troops

Fulfil their chieftain’s orders, and ‘the wreck

252. Cleve’s ancn summits—Cleve, which has long been
a seat of the Northmores, is situated on a commanding
eminence opposite to the ancient city-of Exeter, the capital
of the West of England ; the river Exe, which is subject
to periodical inundations, runs below the hill, and between
it and the city. o

257. then did the British troops &e.—¢ The party under
colonel Abercrombié was formed into two detachments,
which, about four in the mornjng, atticked the two batte-
ries with great impetuosity, and carried both with inconside.
rible loss; but the gnards from the trenches immediately
advancing on them, they retreated without being able to
effect any thing important, and the few pieces which they
" had hastily spiked were soon rendered fit for service,” Life
of W. iv. 545 ; Ram:ay, ii. 270. -
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Of the:Columbian works had been complete,

Had not St. Simon’s penetrating eye 260
‘Perceiv’d the direful evil,. and alond

Thus to his troops he/criés ; |¢*For shame, ye Gauls!
Where do you speed yeur flight? No otherhope,

No other bulwark now awaits your steps ;

In your own arms your bopes of safety lie. = 265
Are these your promises, your firm resolves,

To die, or conquer in Columbia’s cause ?

But tho’ ye have forgot your daty, Gauls !
Your.chieftain well knows his. My rule’s to sleep
On the drench’d plain of battle.” Scarce he spake, 270
And in mid horrours plung’d. °T was then the Gauls
No soouer saw their chieftain’s valued life
,Endanger’d by their fault, than as the dust

Of nitred powder, whea the awful reed

Isonce applied, instant the whole explodes; 275
8o they with one accord, by love, and shame,

And conscieace urg’d, out of their trenches sprang
Shouting aloud ; *“ Save, save, our general save ;*
Aud furious rush’d amid the hostile ranks.

And now the horrid bayonet’s dreaded point 280
Drank deep the blood of men with rage renew’d ;
While Discord, never satiate, laughing stood,
Urging fell slaughter, and the groans of death.

Then had the struggle ’twixt the combatants

Been long and glorious, the Gauls to drive 285
The impetuous Britons from their haughty post, !
And save their blasted laurels; Britain’s sons

Te check rebellion’s progress, and destroy



-

- Almost enclos’d, and from their countrymen

’
re

g8 WASHINGTON, seor 1.

The foe’s encroaching works: both atood.
fought, ;

Both with one mind infuriate were impelP’d - 200

Resolv’d to die, /or conquer on thepot., |

So mighty Hector, so the Grecian chiefs .

Strove for Patroclus’ corpse, the one to save,

And back convey it to the Grecian ships,

The other to proud Troy to bear the prize ; 295

While all arbund the heaped bodies lay

Drenching the earth with Greek and Trojan blood.

Then had insatiate Death, with Terrour join’d,

In the dark web of slaughter wrapt them beth,

:Had not great Abercrombie’s piercing eyé 300

Perceiv’d the pouring deluge, and aloud !

Thus to his troops exglaims ; “ Comrades in arms!

Have ye forgot your orders to'retire

From the surrounding foe ? all contest now - -

Is vain and useless ; save your precious lives 305

While yet to save is easy; haste, retreat,

Obey your chieftain’s voice, nor let that voice

Accuse of rashness what should be enrolld

In deeds of highest valour.”” Thua he spake,

And they reluctant yield : flank’d by the foe, 310

Cut off, unwilling still to quit their post,

They yet would fight, and fighting did retire.

So mighty Ajax by the Trojans press’d,

Yet fought, and turn’d, and turn’d; and fought
again, . : , N

\
\
i
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Mach loath to quit the field, until at last,
By Jove’s supreme decree, his mighty limbs,
Slow changing their short steps, retir’d compell’d.

14

END oF TEEZ NINTH BQAE..
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ARGUMENT OF THE TENTH BOOK.

.

Battle of York-town continued. ‘Speech of Satan to the
infernal host. Fears of Washington. Dispersion of the in-
fernals, with the exception of their chiefs. Advice of Beel
zebub, of Moloch, and of Sutan. ©perations of Satan. In-
trepidity of lord Cornwallis. Untimely fate of colonel Lau-
rens. Fury of the American troops. Lord Cornwallis’s
attempt to escape frustrated. His soliloquy, and its conse-
quence. Satan’s grief, and soldoquy. The departure of the
infernal chieftains, Mammon only excepted. The gated of
hell sealed by the archangel Michael. Spontaneous prayer
of the Americans at the sun's rising. Conclusion of the
battle. Extraordinary courage of the Britons. Speech of
Jord Cornwallis to his chiefs. Surrender of York-town.
Terrours of Death, and Sin. The Poet’s address to Peace.
Liberty’s last counsel to Washingten. Conclusion.
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Tn_n golden car, and panting steeds of Day
Had now completed more than middle spate
Up heaven’s concave steep ; when hellP’s arch-fiend,
Like some self-poised planet, high in air,
Hung o’er his balanc’d myriads, and aloud 5
Thus to fierce Moloch pour’d his ponderous voice ;
““ Hell’s second ehief ! Terreur of God and Man !
Long have I seen thy soul panting revenge, -
Like some gall’d liow on his daring foe,
Some old Typheeus on the thundering Jove ; 10
Nor have I seen thus long to sooth thy wrath,
But add fresh fuel to thy risen flames, ‘
Chieftain ! The hour is come, when all our fears,
And woes must vanish into desert air,
Or else be fix’d eternal ; mortal power 15
Can do no more, or Abercrombie’s arm
Had yet resisted. - Be it then for us,
For us to check the progress of the foe,
And float the British lion o’er his tents.
- This day the knell of Freedom tolle aloud 26
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- To all the earth ; and Ignorance again,
With all her various evils, shall diffuse
Her re-establish’d lostre o’er mankind.

_Haste then, brave chief! nor fear that puny seraph,
Who proudly beats her half-illumin’d shield 25
Near Michael's waving sword ; that sword be mine -
To shiver on this orb; but no delay,-

Lead on the infernal phalanx; let the roar

OF our dread engines fright the barren sky :

While the round earth shall to itscentre shake 30
And fear for its cohesion.” Thus he said,

Aaud his fierce eye-balls flash’d the fires of hell;

Nor Moloch deign’d reply, but instant gave

The horrid sign of blood ; at which the host
Upsent a shout that shook the globed earth 35
E’en to its centre; rent the frighted sky,

And made the darkest depths of distant hell

Tremble throughout. And now the earth had gone
Against the will of Heaven to eternal wrack ; .

Had not Columbia’s chieftain seen the storm, 40
And thus to Freedem pour’d his pious prayer ;
Celestial Spirit! If e’er thou took’st delight
To succour suffering man ; if e’er thou heard’st
Him whom thou call’st thy son; now lend thine aid;
For mortal strength no longer can avail .45
Without the help of Heaven ;- preserve thy friends;
Preserve the human race from these dire ills;

And O! may universal peace and love
Repay the horrours of this dreadful day !”
‘Scarce had he said when through the seas of air 50
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The heavenly seraph skimm’d her lucid way,

Nor ¢los’d her oary pinions, till oppos’d

To all the hostile myriads pois’d she stood,

And thus indignant spakie with voice divine; -

“Iofernal myriads! Know it is not given &5

Immortal weapons to be stain’d’ with blood" )

Of mortal man; hence then to whence ye came, .

Your fittest place of residence ; there wait

Your future doom: too long has patient Heaven

Endur’d your countless wrongs ;too long hath man

Been made your sport and prey. Hence then be
gone.”’ (23

She spake; nor waited Moloch’s bursting rage,

But straight from off her blazing shield remov d

That mist of clouds which all its glory veil’d :*

lustant fell horrour seiz’d their sinful ranks, 65

And from their nerveless hands the couched speat

Dropp’d, nor their eyes-could wait the fiery edge

Of that resplendent orb, which like the sun,

Shot thro’ the barren space *twixt earth and sky,

And filPd all ether with ambrosial blaze. 70

Now angel with arch angel turn'd to flight ‘

With terrible dismay, and odious royt ;

As erst in heaven when Michael’s girding sword

Had quell’d their mightiest’;- so much had sin

Weaken'd their heavenly powers;  nor staid their
course 75

Till thro’ the gates of hell they wing’d their way,

As when proud Snowdon’s awful summit wrapt

In sinking darkuess, ﬁlls\;;rith awe the minds-
Q.
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of Cnmbnm shepherds, whoe then house their Hocks
Fearing the coming storm ; but when the sun 80
Rising in awful majesty dispels

The incumbent gloom, then all the vallies laugh
‘With joy responsive to the shepherd’s breast :

So now the orb of liberty dispell’d

The infernal host throughout the liquid air; 83
Save where their mightiest few withstood, tho’ scarce
Withstood the fiery orb, not less by sin

Pollute, but once advanc’d in higher sphere

Were more enabled to endure the blaze.

These now, their heads in clouds of treble dark 90
Closely enwrapt, together join’d to plot

New schemes of evil ’gainst the sons of men.

To them Beelzebub, majestick king,

With crest unfallen thus the silence brake ;

« Imperial powers! For by what other name 95
Can you be yet address’d, who even now,

Though all our forces fled, and our own strength
More than half lost by long svjouran in hell,

Yet even now with undiminish’d spirit

Withstand the fsrce of Michael newly come 100
Froem highest.heav’'n’s invigorating light ?
Unconquer’d Virtues! Since our mighty plan,

So well devised with seeming excellence,

Hath fail’d success, and by experience taught

We dearly learn how futile all attempts - 105 -
To wield immortal arms *gainst mortal man ;

Hear now what I advise; full well ye know

How much by fraad, and subilety is gain’d
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O’er the weak minds of men ; by this alone

Our mighty ehief tempted the first of men 110
To his destruction, and by this alone

Do wicked kings and ministers on earth

Obtain unlawful sway, which when obtain’d

They use with barefac’d tyranny ; so we

May mix unseen among the British host, 115

And whisper in their breasts the surest means

To ensure success against our dauntless foe.

This done; when victory shall crown their deeds,
Then may we take revenge for all the shame

Our flying myriads suffer.” Thus he spake; 120
And thus to him fierce Moloch gave reply ;

“ Long have I, mighty Beelzebub! admir’d

Thy sovereign wisdom ; for amongst our chiefs

Who wiser is than thou, our prince except?

But much I fear, while Michael’s potent sword 125 -

Waves thus aloft, and Liberty’s dread shield
Flaming its fiery horrours, guards the foe,

Nor wiles nor subtlety will aught avail.

My voice then is with unextinguish’d rage, .
And instant onset, in close phalanx join’d, 130
To attack those heavenly guards, and from despair
To seek our hope of safety.” Thus he said,

And as some wounded lion rolls around

His flashing eye-balls, raging o devour

His daring enemy, and with histail . 183
Lashes his tawny sides, until at last

With foaming jaws he springs upon the foe :

Sonew had Moloch’s fierce intrepid soul

—~———

TV ey i <RV -
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Not waited for hie peers, but instant rush’d

Upoa the sword of Michael, when his prince 140
Thus with persuasive accents check’d hjs rage ;
““Moloch ! Fuil well-do all thy brive compeers

Know thy intrepid worth, where danger is

There Moloch’s dauntless form is surely found 3

Bot ’t is not bravery alone our cause . 135
Stands now in need of, ’tis collected thought,

And cool deliberation to supplant

Our heavenly opponents, and since they

Have not recourse to arms, so will not' we :.

Here we are equal ;- then will be the time 150
To appeal to force, when Micbael’s dreaded sword
Which now so vainly cleaves the yielding air

Shall dare to interrupt our welldlaid plans.

What if hard fate forbid our potent host

Their promis’d victory o’er mortal man ! 155
. Virtue herself’s full oft the slave of force,.

Nor e’en our foe with all her vaunted might

Shalil dare to trespass ’gainst the high command :-
Here then we are but equal ; but tho' fate

Forbid immortal weapons to be-us'd 160
*Gainst frail morsality ; yet is-not Death,

That grisly king of terrours, iron-tooth’d,

Whom I in secret dalliance erst in heavén

Begot on Sin, my son, my only son,

Is he not siill impower’d to glut hig maw. 165
With blood of fallen Adam’s progeny ?-

But Death is heedless, cares for friend nor foe,- «
And sweeps with undistinguish’d greediness

.
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Within his brazen net, both good, and bad ;

High, low, rich, poor are all as one tohim; 170
Let us then guide his hand, he"ll not refuse

To obey our counsel,/nor to aid (cur cause,

The cause of him and us ; and if, perchance,

He strike Columbia’s hero, then will peace,

And faith, and freedom bid farewell to earth: 175
Here then we more than equal our proud foe:

Hence then despair, we have the joyful hope

Of speedy.vengeance. Nor is this, though great,
Our sole reliance ; can we but delay

For six short days the foe’s progressive works, 180
And victory eternal shall be ours;

For even now while floating high in air

’Boye Apalachian snows, my joyful eyes

Discern’d Britanbia’s pendant streaming high

Before the favouring gale; she pilots men, 185
And, but her ponderous freight hatb much delay’d

180. For six short days &c.—* Sir Henry Clinton was
well informed of the danger which threatened the army in
Virginia, and could not be insensible to the influence which
its fate would have on the war. He determined therefore
to hazard every thin§ for its preservation; and having em-
barked about 7000 of his best troops, sailed for the Chesa-
peak, under convoy of a fleet augmented to twenty-five
sail of the line. The armament, which did not leave the
Hook till the day on which the capitulation was signed at
York-town, (19th of October,) appeared off the cape of
Virginia on the 24th of October. Unquestionable intelli-
sence being received there that lord Cornwallis had surren-

ered, no sufficient motive remained for attacking an ene-
my so superiour in point of force as was the count de Grasse,
and the British general returned to New-York.” Life of
W. iv. 555-6; Ramsay, ii. 272,

-
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Her eager speed, had long ere this been hers.
Heste then, brave chiefs ! Put off your heavenly form,
And in man’s form mix with your fellow men ;
There give the counsel of superiour minds, 19¢
And may success and better fates prevail !

Thus spake the fiend, and loud applause ensu’d
Save where stern Moloch’s half unsoothed soul
Scarce frown’d assent grimly. But now the chiefs
Obedient to the counsel of their prince, 195
Put on the human shape of various mien
_As suited best their tempers and their hepes
To hold dominion o’er the sons of men.

Far on the drenched plain a warriour lay,
With wounds and glory erown’d, and circling foes, 200
' Whom not e’en age, that chills the blood of men,
Could keep fronr honour in his country’s cause :
Much did Cornwallis love him, but his fate

Had not yet reach’d the mighty general’s ear.

Him Satan saw, and stranght assum’d his form 205
Exact in limb and feature, and with speed

Thus to the British chieftain pour’d his words

“* Beloved general ! Britain’s firmest hope !

Lo! where victorious Abercrombie’s arm,

With scarce a handful of our veteran bands, 210
Hath check’d the aspiring progress of the foe.

By this day’s valourous deed Britannia gains

A never-fading ecrown : we greet thee, chief!
_And hail the auspicious omen ; hence let fear

Be banish’d far, for if we can -attack, 215

Aud that successful, sure, we can defend;

’
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Nor need we long defence, for even now

Intelligence on which- I can depend,

Hath reach’d my joyous ears, that Clinton sends

A timely succour to his friends in need, 220

Ere six short suns have roll’d their daily course,

Britannia’s flag shall float off yonder Cépe

And all our woes be ended.”” Thus hie said,

And thus to him Corawallis answer’d brief}

“Experienc’d Veteran! Well thou would’st ade
vige, ‘ 223

But much I fear, that ere twe suns have roll’d

Their perfect course, nor gun, nor battery,

Nor ammunition will remain; our works

In every quarter sink beneath the fire

Of our besiegers, and those parallels, 230

Which threat their epening horrours, will complete

Our ruin; neither town, nor works, nor ships

Afford us forther shelter from our foes. :

229. sink bereatk the fire &c.—¢ About four in the after.
noon, the besiegers opened several batteries in their second
Rarallel; and i1t was apparent that, in the course of the
e&uing day, the wholeline of batteries in that parallel, in
which was mounting an immense quantity of artillery,
would be ready to play on the town. The works of the

esieged were in no condition to sustain so tremendous a
fire. “They were every where in ruins. 'Their batteries
Were so overpowered, that in the whole front that was at-
tacked they could not show a single gun ; and their shells
were nearly expended. In this extremity, lerd Cornwal-
lis formed the bold design of endeavouring to escape by
land with the greater part of his army.” Life of Washington,
. 545.6. See above, note book ix. ver. 92,
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Longer resistance then is waste of life
Toarm’d and unarm’d, and humanity 285
Must teach us to be mercifal and just.”

Thus spake the chief, and thus again the fiend ;

o If then resistance is ne longer safe,

What if we trust to flight? Our valourous troops,
Join’d on the Gloster shore with Tarleton’s force,
May thro’ the oppes’d de Choisy’s feeble hands 241
Cut their resistless way ; when may we gain

By rapid march the Rappahannock ford,

Pass the Potomack, with its sister flood,

And thus thro’ Peansylvania force our way 445
Till we reach Jersey, where we meet again |
Our British brethren.” ¢ Well thou hast advis’d,”
Reply’d Cornwallis, “for though desperate,
Seems the attempt, yet desperate is our state,

239. What if we trust to flight? &t._Lord Cornwallis
¢¢ determined to leave his sick and baggage behind, and
crossing over in the night with the effectives to Gloster
shore, to attack de Choise. After cutting to pieces, or
dispersing the troops under that officer, ie intended to
mount his infantry on the horses belonging to that détach-
ment, and on others to be seized on the road, and by a ra-

id march to guin the fords of the great rivers; and by
reing his way throngh Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Jer-
sey, to form a junction with the army in New-York.—
Scarcely a possibility existed that this desperate attempt
” could be crowned with success; but the actual situation of
the British general had become so absolutely hopeless, that
it could scarcely be changed for the worse. Boats prepar-
" ed under other pretexts, were held in readiness to receive
the troops at ten at night, ig order to convey them over
theriver.”” Life of W. iv. 546-7.
244. its sister flood,—The Susquehannah,
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Despair then be our safeguard, - a
Shall spread her sable curtain, !
Under pretences various be safe '
Close to the town.” Thus/endelC
And now the fiend rejoicing in’
Bow’d and withdrew, andinthe ..« ~ . .

Saw where his lengthen’d strides he proudly stroae,
Nor check’d his gait, but smil’d within his breast

To see how wicked beings defeat the end

Of their own wickedness. Scarce had the steeds,
Aund fervent wheels of Day descended down 260
The middie steep of heaven’s vast concave,

When now the second parallel complete,

The storm of-battle ’gan to rage afresh

. In treble fury, that one unengag’d 265
Had said the Tempest was but just commenc’d.

Now all- the plains, and bills, and distant sea

Laugh with the sulphurous light, and gleam of arms,
While the dread enginry pours all around

Its iron shewers. _Meantime the British chief, 270
Firm and unmov’d amid surrounding wrecks,

Crested in valour stood, nor knew to yield.

So some spent boar circled by dogs and men

Bristles in vain the horrours of his back,

And whets his angry tusks, but to enhance 275
The value of the capture to the foe.-

Then did Cornwallis’ great and mighty soul

Shine forth pre.eminent; his god-like mind

Then mark’d him fit for rule ; while all around

Evil on evil rose incalc‘v.;'lvate, 280
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Lo death itself in every hideous shape

"hat scares the soul of rman appear’d in view ;
How cool his orders ! How compos'd his brow !
Dreadless of danger e’en‘when whizsing fate
Drove up the stony earth beneath his feet. 285
While half his brave companions at his side
‘Grasp’d in the agonies of death the stained dust ;
Whijle the throng’d streets of York-town flow’d in

] blood
Bridg’d with the dead and dying, and the crash
Of falling houses in uotimely fate, 290

And hideous ruin crush’d those maimed men,

Who seeking shelter crawl’d beneath their roofs;
When e’en his guards forgetting their owa ills
Thought of their chief, and wish’d kim to retire;
How like a God he stood ! The breath of life 205
How willing to compact for hosour’s meed !

But vain his efforts ; for in the open sky

Heaven’s awful trumpet spake the wrath divine,

Far to the right mid thickening clonds of war,
Near to Columbia’s guardian, Laurens stood 300
Cloth’d with impetuous valour, on his brow
Sat purple youth circled with wisdom’s‘croy‘vn ;

Dear to Columbia’s bulwark was the chief,

Dear to his country ; to his valourous arm,

And to his virtues much that country ow’d. 305
Ah! Youth! togbrave! the Muse herself must drop
The sorrowing tear aler thy approaching fate.

Alas ! Too soon the enemy of man

Hath envied thee thy worth,'and nipt thy bud

-~
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Ere it arrive to fruit ; with other hopes 310
Thy country nurtur’d thee ; but tho’ thou fall,
‘Thou tall’st in glory shrouded, and thy sons

Shall smile in freedom) \whenlthey| weep forthee.

" Thee now the arch-fiend, where from afar he viewed
. The fratrividal horrours of the field, - 315
Too soon perceiv’d, and - with deep-melice fraught

Thus to the king of Terrours pour’d-his ire;
“ Beloved Son! In whom my only hopes
Now rest ; full well thou know’st how much my cause,

And thine in this day’s contest are involv’d ; 320 -

Well too thou know’st how Fate forbids to use
Immortal arms; to thee alone is given

The power to hurt mankiud ; to thee alene

I now address myself; see where our foes,

Just on the verge of capture, closer draw 325
The yawning net of war; see where the prey

By their own useless numbers circumscrib’d

Lose half their vigour, ’tis to thee, my son!

1 look for succour, hear then my request.” ,

Him interrupting brief the king replied ; 330
“Speak that request, and deem thy wi]l obey'd ;
My cause and thine are one, but much I fear

This day is evil.” Thus the Terrour said,

And thus the hell-sprung Malice gave reply ;

“ Thou seest far off where youthful Laurens stands,
Shrouded in valour and his noble deeds, 336
Much to his foresight does Columbia owe,

And on his ardent patriotick zeal
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His chieftain rests his hopes; but bravery
Is his least virtue, and the excess of it 340
His greatest foible. Vengeance then be ours;
His fate will kindle in his general’s breast
Regret past utterance. Take thou this ball,
Dip it in fate, and speed it to his heart.”
The grisly Terrour took, and grinn’d a smile, 345
His last fell smile, then lodg’d ths fated lead
Deep in the chieftain’s breast; now sleep’s dark cloud
The hero’s eyelids clos’d, butmot before

" Thus with faint accent spake his parting soul ;
“Go tell the general, *t is not death 1 moan, 350
As that I die, and have not done enough
To eternize my fame.” Thus greatly fell

339. but bravery Is kis least virtue, &e.—Lieut. Col. John
Laurens, whose fate is here degcribed, and whose character
is s0 exquisitely drawn by Dr. Ramsay, did not lose kis life
at the siege of York-town, butin an unimportant skirmish
atthe conclusion of the war inthe subsequent year ;. but the

et could not forbear trespassing upon chronology in or-
g‘e)r to crown the deeds of a patriot, ¢ who was the pride of
his country, the idol of the army, and an ornament of hu-
man_nature.”—¢ Where-ever the war raged most, there
was he to be found. A dauntless bravery was the least of
his virtues, and an excess of it his greatest foible.”” Eam-
say, ii. 291; Life of W.iv. 636. Upon hearing of his fate
general Washington said ; ¢ The death of colonel Laurens
1 consider as a very heavy misfortune, not only to the pub-
lick at large, but particularly to his family, and to all his
private friends and connections, to whom his amiable and
useful character had rendered him peculiarly dear.”” Life of
W. iv. 637. !

350. ¢ Go tell the ‘gvemral, &c.—Compare the dying
speech of general Desaix at the battle of Marengo, whence
this is borrowed. : T

.
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The youthful Laurens, and like Thebes’ brave chief
Died but to live forever. ~ Spotless shade !
Reproachless Warriour ! Bravery and worth 3355
Have lost in thee their model, but'thy fame

Shall shine to fature men the polar star

To guide their wanderings thro” the seas of life.

Ner did not Freedom. see thy coming fave ;

She saw and griev’d, and from seraphick eyes 360’

Shed tears of angels’ pity, but the will

Of Heaven must be obey’d; the Fates forbad:

Two stars-to rule Columbia’s hemisphere.

But what or tongue, or pencil can portray

Thy mighty general’s grief? Him utteraace- 365
Long time forsook, and Fate denied the tear

To ease his swollen heart. But nor the fiend
Rejoiced in liis joy, such fury seiz’d

The wadden’d’ troops, that like the forked fire . .

Hucl’d by Heaven’s haod:upon the sins of men, 3870

So rash’d their gleamy bayonets on the foe;
While black Revenge before their bristling ranks.
Made smooth the road to certain: victory.

Now rose the star of evening, beauteous light,

Night’s silent messenger, and in her hand . 375

Led grateful Twilight ; now had horrid War
Relax’d his rancour, when the British chief:
Prepar’d to execute his latest plan,

Axd last resource so seemingly devis'd;

w2

. -
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Now were the boats unmoor'd, and with first freight

Reach’d in security the opposed shore, 381

When Freedom saw, and with her breath divine

Breath’d on the 'indignant'waters, which uprose

Io curling billows, while the elements

Pour’d forth their winds and rain. Cornwallis saw,

And reft of hope thus to his poignant soul 386

The hero spake ; * Some God, some God it is

That thus with wrath celestial thwarts my hopes;

All contest now is vain, the will of Heaven

With humble resignation I obey.” 390 °

Scarce had the hero said, when round his tent

Empyreal glory blaz’d, and words divine

Thus pour'd the balm of comfort in bis breast;

¢ Tho’ long Heaven’s patience hath endur’d the sins

Of rash-and feeble men ; yet mercy shines 395

In the celestial breast pre-eminent,

And spares the rod of vengeance ; taught thyself

The awful lesson of experience,

Teach thou to others, that the heavenly will

Created mankind free, and did intend i 400
380. and with first freight §c.—The arrangements were

made with the utmost secrecy ; and the first embarkation

had arrived at the peint unperceived, and part of the troops

were landed, when a sudden and violent storm of wind and

rain interrupted the further exeoution of this hazardous

plan, and drove the boats down the river. It was not till

the appearance of day-light that the storm ceased, so that

the boats could return. They were sent to bring back the

soldiers ; who, without much loss, were relanded on the

southern shore in the course of the forepoon.” Life of V.
iv. 547 ; Ramsay, ii. 270-1. oo
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That free they should remain, themselves alone,
And their own cowardice have forg’d their chaml H
Teach thou this lesson, when the time arrive

That Indian darkness shall'invite'thy sway :
_Now when the blessed sun shall gild the earth, 408
Humble thyself before the mighty foe,

Aund learn thy mercy, which the heavenly mind
Instils into his heart.” The glory ceas’d,

And left him prostrate, while his swollen eyes
Pour’d the big tears of penitential grief. 410
’T was the archfiend, who from afar had seen

The failure of his plans, and Freedom’s arm
Triumphaat in the cause of just, and right,

Look’d up to heaven, and iu the band of Gdd

Saw the dread scales of justice, and his fate, 415
His unreprieved fate, in lightest scale

Mounted aloft, and thus to his own seul

Pensive he spake; ““ Alas! My hour is come,

My final bour, when I must leave mankind

To their own innate virtues, unpollute ) 420
By ills external; such indeed they came

From their great Maker’s hand, and such again
They will in time become, for virtue is

Innate and natural, and vice alone : 324
Is taught, -acquir’d. Farewell then, happy race !
Farewell thou earth, and seas, ye glittering stars:

A long farewell; and thou bright orb of night

That with reflected glory givest back

Those golden beams, that once call’d forth my hate,
And still my envy, take my last farewell. 430
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It is not Michael’s arm that now uplifs

Threats its red vengeance, ’tis not this I fear ;

No! By the empyreal heaves I swear, that erst
Bore witnees 46y psweis, .and shook throughout
R’en 10 its utmost verge beneath my arm; ‘435
No ! ’t is not this, nor yet the enfeebled state,
Which abseace long from heav’n’s ambrosial light
Hath deep snd irrecoverably impress’d :

No! ’tis the internal feeling; ’t is those scales
Which call me to my doom, and shew how vain 440
To oppose by arms the fix’d: decrees of Fate.”

Thus spake the fiend bis last, and sped his flight
With murky pinions thro” the seas of air,

Like some dun cloud upthrown from Ztna’s fires.
Him follow’d Beelzebub, and’ all-the crew M5
Of hel’s curst chieftains, for e’en Molach’s soul
Was humbled, seeing the fated scales aloft ;

Nor stopp’d their course till down the steeps of hell
He and his rout accurs’d plung’d their last stoop.

All now had fled,. save one, and one alone 45¢
The menster- Mammon; him the heavenly Power
Ordain’d for wisest purpose to remain

Some longer time on earth ;. but there’s & point

A sacred point, beyond: which Mammon’s ceurse
Not reaches, then shall Freedom blazé abroad 455
In highest glory o’er the fertile globe ;-

Then Peace,.and Virtue, uncorrupted Faith,

And naked Truth, and truth’s all-potent child,. ~
Eteral Wisdom, shall eternal reign.

Scarce had the infernals left the abode of men 460
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When Michael, now his mission done on earth

Of guardian care to weak mortality,

Spread forth his heavenly pinions, that around
Scatter’d ambresial/fragrance, ‘and‘uplift,

With glory shining like the rising sua, 465
High thre’ the void of ether skimm’d his way ;

Nor stopp’d till at the adamantine gates of hell,
Which the infernal chiefs had just regain’d,

He thus his mission crown’d in fewest words ;

‘“Hell ! Seal thy gates; and thou oblivious Pool 470
Whelm the infernal hes#; *tis given no more

To injure man, but peace and love shall reigd
Henceforth triumphant o’er the sacred earth ;

Such is the will of Heaven, Heaven’s will be done.”
Thus spake the archangel, and the infernal gates 475
Clos’d their harsh thunders, that the lowest depths
Of long-extended hell trembled throughout ;
Night’s silent reign astounded echoed back

The grating horrour ; and affrighted Chaos

Leapt from his throne, never to mount again. 480
His mission thus complete, the mighty saint
Wing'd his celestial flight through liquid space

To heaven’s golden portals, where the Hours .
Keep watch alternate, these spontaneous roll’d

474. Such is the will of Heaven,— And I saw an angel
come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless
it, and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the
ragon, that old serpent, which is the devil, and Satan,
and bound him a thousand years ; And cast him into the
bettomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him
that he should deceive the hations no more, till the thousan
ears should be fulfilled ; and after that he must be loosed a
ttle season.’’ Revelgtions, chap. xx, ver. 1, 2, 3,
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Their fragrant clouds, self-opening to his speed. 485
Now through the eastern gate the gorgeous sun

Slowly, majestick rose, and scarce uplift

In fullest orb above the smiling earth-

Than fix’d it stood in glory, beaming forth

The light of love, and liberty to man. 490

This when Columbia’s heroes, and allies

First saw, with outstretch’d hands, and grateful hearts

They pour’d their adorations to that God |

Who made both sun and them, and led them forth

From slavery, as the Israelif®s of old - 495

Frow bondage and from Pharoah; * Gracious Being !

Accept our gtatefu) iromage which we pay

Pure, and unfeigned at thy mercy-seat ;

Under thy heavenly aid not all our foes,

~ Tho’ tenfold multiplied, shall turn our hearts 500

From the great cause of Justice, Truth, and Thee.”

Such was their song spontaneous, for they saw

The band of heaven uplifted in their canse.

*T was then their chief, whose penetrating mind

Had seen the late attempt to escape by flight,* 505

And fear’d for the result,, ahguld Britain’s sons

Longer resist; ’t was then his mighty soul

Shot I'ke the winged lightning thro’ their ranks

Breathing celestial artb?ur, in his train

Courage and Terrour fellow’d, shouting loud, 510

While Victory and Success in middle air

Blaz'd visibly. “Now, now,” the hero cries,

“The day is ours; let the assault be given.”

From rank, to rank the electrick furor ran,
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And shouts of victory rang the vaulted sky. 515
As when Columbian rivers pour their floods .
Down from the western mountaius to the sea,
And burst the riven rotk;_while the loud roar
Frights the black horrour of their mighty woods,
And all is deluge : or as when some fire, 520
HurlP’d by Heaven’s hand on Africk’s parched trees,
Flames far and wide, and e’en the beasts of speed
Cannot escape its fury : sa the troops
Thro’ fire and smoke, and terrour cleave their way,
And leave the flying plain behind their steps 525
Hillock’d with dead. See e’en the foaming steeds
With glistening ears await the trumpet’s sound,

- Paw the drench’d plain, and snort the risen war. -
Here mighty Fayette, like the warriour God,
Foams to the right; thece his great rival’s soul,
The brave Rochambeay fears to be outdone, 531
And bears down all before him; while Gouvain
With Lincoln, Steuben, Nelson, Portail, Knox,
And dauantless Hamilton’s impetuous fires ’
Complete the scene of slaughter, and dismay. 535
Then did the British troops perceive too late
How vain resistance *gainst fair Freedom’s sons ;
Still did their spirit, worthy a better cause,
Disdain, but by command to yield the day,
And stood unmov’d, save but to close their files 540
O’er fallen dead, Buteow as when'some flood -

538. Still did their spirst, §¢.~— To the valour of his ene-
my Washington gave that praise which is merited;  they
really foui}:t,’ he said, ¢ with courage worthy a better
cause.’” Life of W. iv. 610.
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Stopt by a trifling mound, swells up its stream

To pour a double horrour o’er the plains ;

8o now Columbia’s warriours, and allies, :
Freedom and \Fury drging on theirranks, 545-
Scarce check’d re-pour their deluge on the foe.

This brave Cornwallis saw, and seeing knew

The die of Fate was cast, and thus the chief

With sorrowing werds address’d hissorrowing troops ;
“ My brave companions! Ye whose well-tried worth
Merits a better fate...bat ’t is'not man 551
With whom we have to combat, °t is a power
Superiour far to man, a powef which tames

The fiercest beast, and lulls the wisest mind.

*T was this which cast that mist before my eyes 555
When led by false delusive hope I ween’d ‘
A speedy succour from our valourous chief,
And thus prevented by a prompt attack ¢
The junction of our foes ; ’t was this which coop’d
My force in York-town, while the power remain’d
To reach our distant brethren in the south ; 561

858. And thus prevented &c.—<“ La Fayette, after hid
junction with St. Simen, had taken post at Williamsburg ;
ord Cornwallis, in the month of August, had intended an
attack upon this force, but was prevented by the expecta-
tion of succours from sir H. Clinton.”” Remuay, ii. 260.

560. while the power remain’d &c.—** On the same uncer-
tain ground of conjecturing what ought to have been done,
it might be said that the knowledge earl Cornwallis had of

ublick affairs, would have justified him in abandonimg
%ork—town, in order to return to South Carolina. It seems
as though this would have been his wisest plan; but either
from an opinion that his instructions to stand his ground .
were positive, or that effectual relief was probable, his ¢
lordship thought proper to risk every thing on the issue of
a siege, &c.”” Ramsay, ii. 261. :

-
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