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PR E F.A CE.

Pubhfher of the Dﬂélm
Edmon.

) AVIN'G recewed great Encou-
ragement from both Kingdoms;

and efpecially from this, to pubhfh a
compleat and corre@ Edition in four
Volumes, - of the Works of the Reve-
rend Dr. SWIFT, D. S.P.D. we de-
fire Leave to- inform the Reader how
we have proceeded in this Affair. - We
do not find,- that the Author did ever
put his Narhe to above two Compofi-
tions, which were both ‘writ in Profe ;
the former is a Letter to the Lord Trear
furer,




'vi PREFACE.

furer, OxFoRrD,upon aPropofal for cor- -
reting and alcertaining the Engli/b .

. Language; the other is a Letter upon a -

different Subjec to the Lord Chancel- -
lor; MippLETON, Whidlf was: never

printed before; but we fourid thé Name
fubfcribed at Length in the original
Manufcript. This Way of Proceeding
in the Author, hath pubus under the
Neceffity of complying with the gene-
ral Opinion, which hath fixed certain
Writings both in Verfe and Proff upen
hinr,* '\ghcthct truly orno; we thall hot
prefume to determine ; for: yjé\afe af-
fured, he never dire®ly owned ‘to his
neareft Friends an Writings which ge-
nerally: paffed for his; the-unavyo
Confequence whercof was, that gﬁs
thofe Poems or Trca)t,d'eg,
Juglpous art’ of the, W(irld a,gl;ce &9
haye come from hxs,Pg many othqr;
were vulgarly fixed qnninm,
Writer much inferior (at leatt if Prmt»
érs “and Bookfellers were to be Judges)
might have juft Reafon, to carhplain. of
ang yet, we ate equally. affyred: by thofe
Gentfemcn in. thxs ngdpqx, who fcem
C _ ..o
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P.RyE PiA CE; iViE

e
¢, QL,0oFeL, rkanerot
offered. tta chatgebint with
fome 'Ilnﬂcs which e had not writ; hie
would oever give, them, the feaft Satd‘-
fa&wn, by pwnmg of dcnyu'lg ;o
. If we wese mty mfosmed fthc Aus
thor hath, ofteh protefted; that befever
did write three Copics -of Verfea with
the leaft Intention to. have them printed,
although he was; gafy enough to thew
them to; his Friends, and a thcxzDeﬁme
was net very dcrupulous in foffering
them tq take.Cepies:; .from . whernce
.moft of thqﬁ: Poemns: were occafionally
printed in both:Kingdoms, -either in
fingle Papers, or in focelhmes .

Several Apphcatlons ‘have becn madc ,
to the Author for two Years paft by
moft of his Friends, that he'would give
us Leave to_ print thofe Writings ‘in
Verfe and Profe, which are univerfally
imputed to him? The Arguments mads |
Ufe of. were, "That futh.a ColleGtionas
we prop,ofed ~could. nat:be printed-ir

Lomlon 5



viii PIK'E F'A!C-E:

Loridon ;. becoufé feveral: Copies, ‘arid
fome wholefT teatifés'wére the Property
of different Bookfellers, whio were not
Likely to agtree in Partnerfhip, norhad
the fame Advantage with us of confiilt-
ing the ‘Author and ‘his Friends, who
were pleafed to corre€t many grofs Er-
_ vors,aid firike out fomt very injudici-
ous,Interpolations ; 'e‘ulaﬂy’_ in the
Voyages of Captain GuLLIVER : Not to
mention feveral Things in Profe as well
as. Verfe;: 'which we procured from
fome Gentlemen who were either con-~
pived ‘at, or fuffered to take: Copies.
- We ddded, That if we did fiot unders+

take.this Work, it would certainly be
attempted by ‘fome Bookfeller, who
probably might not be fo ready to fub-
mit to the Advice and Dire&ion of the

Apthor’s Fni_ends.

But our Argaments were of little Ef-
fe&; further, than that the Author was

* prevailed on to fuffer foine Friends to
review and correct the Sheets after they
were printed; and fometimes he conde-
fcerided to give'éthemihisown()pinio;i.
- n



PREFACE ix

In pristing the four Volumiet! we
have been advifed 'to : sbfetve “the: folt
lowing’ Order 1 'The firl Vohirie eott-
fiteth of thofe Mifcellagies;!!'Wwhich
were publifhed in London, about thi
Years ago; that is to fiy, the Profe
Part of them; but in this Impreflion
are feveral confiderable ‘Additions.
The fecond Volume containeth all the
Poetical Writings, that we could col-
le@,>and which._are generally afcribed
to the (ame -Author-; wherein-weo exi-
tirely fubmitted o the Directions of his
Friends, ~The third Volyme. maketh
up-the, four Farts.of QaptainiGuLLE-
VER's Trayels. The fourth ‘Volunte
s 3_cpmpleat [Calledtion! of -allIthate
TraQy refating to-lrakgnd,: which, are

univerfally allowedito lave been wieit-
tn by the:fania Awthor; and-may, sieo-
‘t’:%s:;e dcfal ,mimy;:@ecggm

. BBO%W%IIB Wity s
and even to England itfelff‘gvhcre r?ff{’t

of them have been priptad,. dhdwell
received, AR

This
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PR EF.ACE.

.BY THE

Publither of the Dsblin
Edition.

H AVING l’CCClVCd great Encou-
ragement from both Kingdoms;
and efpecxally from this, to pubh(h a
Compleat and' corre@ Edition in four
Volumes, * of the Works of the Reve-
rendDr SWIFT, D.S.P.D. we de-
fire Leave to- inform the Reader how
we have proceeded in this Affair. - We
do not find; that the Author did ever
put his Nime to above two Compofi-
tions, which were both writ in Profe ;
the former is a Letter to the Lord Trear |

furer,



vili  An Account of the Livx amd WriTINGS

q‘aicbiutobefound!buniverﬂydw throughout his
orks.

He accepted of an Invitation from the Earl of Berx =~
rxY, who was appointed on¢ of the Lords]Juftices in Frelswel,
to attend him as his Chaplain and private Secretary: But
one BusH, another of Lord BEr k2 LEY’s Attendants, found
Means to infinuate to his Lordthip, that the Poft of Se-
cretary was not proper for a Clergyman : Lord BERKELEor
Liftencd perhaps tooattentively t6 (thefe Infinpations, and ma-
ki¥ fome Apology to Mr. SwiFT, divefted him of thae
Office, and befowed it mpon Ms., BusH.—This injurious
Treatment SW1FT revenged by a fhort, but biting Satire,
intitled, THE DrscovERrY.

HowzvERr, during the Gevernment of the Earls of
BERKELEY and GALwAY, who .were jointly Lords Juftices
of Ireland, two Livings, Laracor and Rathbeggon, were be-
ftowed upon Mr. SwiFT: The firft of thee Reftorics was
worth about 200 /. and the latter about 6o . a-Year ; and
they were the only Preferments that he enjoyed till he was
appointed Dean of St. Patrick’s ip the Year 1913. i

As foon as he had taken Poﬁ’eﬂion of his two Livings,
he went to refide at Laracor, and gave publick Notiee to his
Parifthioners, that he would read Prayers on every Wednefday
and Friday. On the next Wednefday the Bell was rung, and
the Reftor attended in the Defk, when, sfter having fat fome
Time, and finding the Congregation to confiit only of him-
felf and his Clesk Roger, began with great Compofuse
and Gravity, but with a Turn peeuliar to himfelf, * Dearly
“ 3=|oveg Roger, the S:;ripmre moveth or:;dn:ﬂ me d::: fon-
w Places,” &¢c. and then procee y through
the rv{holc Service. This triﬂingP Cireumflance is mentioned,
only to fhew, that he ceuld not refit a Vein of Humour,
whenever he had an Opportunity of exerting it.

A ftri® Refidence at Laracer was not in the leaft fuitable
to his Difpofition; he made frequent Excurfions not only to
Dublin, but to Londen. In the mean time, the rich Deanry
of Derry became vacant, and would have been given to him
by Lord Ber KELEY, if Dr. King, then Bithop of Derry,
and afterwards Archbithop -of Dublin, -had not intrested of
his Lordfhip, with great Eamnefincfs, -that, as Derry was fi-
tuated in the Midft of Prefbyterians, the Deanry might be
given to fome grave and elderly Divine, who -would refide
upon the Spot, and not to SWiFT, who was an ingenious
and fprightly y Man, and would be frequently abfent.:
SWIFT was ac fet afide for his Youth; but ‘he li-
ved to fee Dr. Kineg fof afide for -his.4ge, when, upon the |
Death of Dr. Linpsay, he claimed the RBrimacy - of Ire-
aud ; but this Difappointment the Archbithop no oth;rwig:
. ' refented,



o D. JONATHAN SWIFT. i

refented, than by réceiving the new Primate Dr. BOLTER,
in his own Houfe, without rifing from his Chair, and ma-
king this Apology: “ My Lord, I am certain your Grace
“ will forgive me, becaufe, you know, I am too old to
“ ﬁ‘é_ »

IN 1701, Mr. SWIFT took his Dotor’s Degree, and in
the End of that Year King WirrL1am died. Upon the
Acceflion gf Quecen ANNE, the Doftor came into England.:
It cannot B¥ denied, that/the'\chief Minifters of ithat/ Qucen,
whether diftinguifhed under the Titles of Whigs or Tories,
were, from the Beginning to the End of her Reign, En-
couragers of Learning, and Patrons of learned Men.—The
Wits and Poets of that /Era were numerons and eminent ;
amidit the Croud, yet fhining abovc the reft, appeared Dr,
SwirT. .

Ipfe ante alios pnlc'bmimis' omues,
* Infert fe focium [Eneas, atque agmina jungit.

He was known to the great Men of each Denomination : Asd
althongh he had been . bred up and educated with ‘Whigs, he
foon attached himfelf openly to the Tories, becaufe, as he
fiid, the Whigs had renounced their old Principles, and re-
ceived others, which their Forefathers held in utter Abhar-
rence. It may be aflerted, and will redound to the H
of Dr. SwirT, that when he rofe into the Confidence and
Efteem of thofe great Men who fat at the Helm of Affairs,
he fcarce ever himfelf; or grew giddy by the Plenitude
of Power.. He may have been carried away by inconfiderate
Paffion, but he was not to be fwayed by deliberate Evil. He
may have crred in Judgment, but he was upright in Inten-
AmonNag the varlous Branches into which SwiFT’s ex-
Gve Genius fpread itfelf, thofe peculiar Talents of level-
ing his Writings to the loweft, and fuitaining their Dignity
to the higheft Capacity, were probably the original Motives
that attraéted the Earl of Oxford’s Friendthip to him.-~-
From 1703 to 1710, he laboured, though fecretly, yet
with great D;xﬁgcnee. in profecuting the Schemes that were
formed to produce the Change in the Miniftry which then
happened : - By that Time the Charaéles of Dr. SwiFT, as
an Author, -was perfe@ly cftablithed; and, from the Year
1710 to 2713, he was bufied in maintaining the Caufe of the
Miniftry, in Pamphlets, Poems, and weekly Papers, and was
then made Dean of St. Patrick’s, in Point of Power and Re-
venue cfteemed no inconfiderable Psomotion ; but to an am-
bitious -Mind, whofe perpetual Aim was a Settlement in Eng- .
-Jaad, it muft appear, (as perhaps it was defigned) an hom;“hll.-
43 . e
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x n Account of the Livx and Wu-:;mco

able 'and profitable Banifhment ; ‘Pemper mighe
occafion life Friends to wdh pxly pmmotcd
at a Diﬁlncc.; Spirit was often mtu[hl

of his Genius often :irregular. He lfﬁlmodllofcﬂ‘ICAlr
of a Patron, than that of Friend, and affe@ted rather to di-
&are than advife.
Tz Quoen had intended him a Bitheprick -in Bnglasd,
" which was conftantly the Objet of ‘his Ambjzion; tut Dr.
SHARP, Ardlhﬂloqunrt, seprefented. him the Q)een
as not being a Chrifhian,  and'a ‘certain great ' Lady fup|
:the A ; the Queen thercfore :at length gave the Ba—
to another. SwrFT, after this ‘Event, ftil fpoke
of the Queen with Decorum ; but his Refentment was with-
out Bounds when ‘he -mentioned the Archbifhop-or the
YLady.
Ui'ou his Arrival in Ireland, to take Pofleflion of his
Deanry, he found the Rage of Party-fo violent, that the
common People, who had: gtn taught .to look upon him as
a Jacobite, threw Stones and Dirt at him as he pafled
through the Streets. The Chapter of St. Patrick’s- mceivtd
1him with Reluance, and oppofed all his Mcafuses; he was
avoided as a Peftileace ; he wn.s -as an Invader; he
was marked out as an Exem is Country.—Fewer Twe
lents, and. lefs Firmacf, m hnve yielded to fuch ian out-
ragious fition : Sed contra aadentior ibat. He knew too
much of human Nature to be difcouraged too much at this
Treatment.—His firft Atempt was to reduce to Reafon and
Obedience his Reverend Brethren of the Chapter; and in
this he fucceeded fo perfeétly, that, in a fhort time, they
held him in the m::l' Refpeat and .V, eneration, and fubmit-
- ted inplicitly to ver he
Having eﬂabh!hed himfelf in his Deanry he returmed
to Bxgland, in the beginning of the Year 143 4; where he
found two Fri dlfumted and the Queen declinin
in ber Health, and dlﬂ‘mﬂl'd in her Sitmation. He exert
his utmott to reconcile the Minifters; but, ﬁndng his Pains
fruitlefs, he retired, defponding and dnﬁ , to a Friend’s
Houfe in Berkfbire, where he remained till thc Queen died ;
an Event which put a final Period to all his Views in England
he therefore returned as faft as poflible ta Dublin. As he
was known to have been attached to the Queen’s laft Mini-
firy; to bave written againft the Whigs ; and * to have oiled
** many a Spring which HARLEY mnvtd ** he met with fre~
a uent Indignities, not only from the Popuhcc but from Per-
ns of all Ranks; a Treatment that increafed the Sournefs
of his Temper, confined his Acquaintance, and added Bitter<
nefs to his Style.
1w




.of D. JONATHAN §WIFT. xi

In the Year 1716, he-wasprivatcly marvied by Dr. Assx,
then Bithop of Clogher, to a Lady whom he has celebrated
lythe Name of STaLLA. She was the Daughter of Sir
WiLLr am Temr Lx’sStoward, whofe Name was JoHNSON ;
ad $ir ' WiLL1aM, when the died, left her 1000 /. on ac-
connt of “her Father’s faithful Services. ‘She was a Perfon of
Eﬁt Delicacy, extremely boautiful, .and .equally romarkable
the Sweetne(s of her Temper, and the Poignancy of her
Wit; her Underftanding wais'of the fig Clafs; hcr?rodmce
ancommon ; and -her Piety oxemplary. The Dean became
i with her while he lived with Sir WrLLyam
TemeLe. When fhe firft left England, is mot:known ; but
they continued the fame. Occonomy-of Life after Marrlage as
before; he -remainod at the Deanry, fhe in Lodgings at the
other Side of the Lify. -He never openly acknowledged her
for his Wik, sor did their Intimaey exceed the Bounds of
Plstenick Love; fuch Care being. always taken to fummon
Witnefles of their Convth‘erﬁtion.dthat it would perhaps be im-
to , that they had ever been er, but in
m&nxfe at leaft a thid Perlbu.——Upo‘:g:gi.s extraor-
dinary Condu@, the Earl of ORRERY obferves, that there
are A@tions, the true Motives of -which will never be known ;
and that this Fatt is pethaps one, -which, having related as
he learn’d-it’ from the Dean’s Friends, he leaves.to the Read-
e’s Obfervations. She died in January 1728. Her Death
eccafioned great-Regret to the Dean ; for he never afterwards
mentioned her Name without a Sigh.

Asour the.year 1720, the Dean, who had been fo lately
neglected, -afpericd and pelted, began to be popular; but his
Popularity was not univerfal till the Publication of the Drq-
pier’s Letters ; he then became the -Idol of the People; his
Health was drank in every Company, and his Effigies difplay-
ed‘in every Street; the Rabble. crouded after him with Accg
mations; he was eminently a Law-giver to the Weavers, who
frequently eame in a Body to receive his Advice in fettlin
the Rates -of their ManufaCtures, and the Wages of thew
Joumeymen ;-and when Elections were depending for the City
of Dublin, many Corporations refufed to declare themfelves
till they knew his Sentiments and Inclimations. Over the
Populace he was now-the moft abfolute Monarch that ever
governed Men ; he was regarded by Perfons of cvery Rask,
with Veneration and Efteem; and in the Pofleffion of this
Power, thus admired and beloved, he continued till he loft hig
Senfes; a Lofs which he feemed to forefee, and which he pro-
phetically lameanted to his Friends.

WE are mow drawing towards the laft Scene of his Life;
the total Deprivation of bis Seafes came upon him by degrees.
1In the Year 1736, he'was fized with a violent Fit of G:d‘_:
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ing tie "Author and :his - Friends, who
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ous,Interpolations ; (gartlcular y in the
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mention feveral Thirigs in Profe as well
as. Verfe;: ‘which we procured from
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PREFAOQE B

In printing ‘the four Volurtiet! we
have béeen adviibd to’ oisfetve “the folt
lowing' Order : /'Y it Vohurie eon-
fifeth of thofe Mifcellanies;!!'Wwhich
were publithed in, London; ahout thlr?
Years ago; that is to fay, the Pro
Part of them; but in this Imxpreflion
are -feveral confiderable Additions.
The fecond Volume containeth all the
Poetical Writings, that we could col-
le&,~ and which are genorally afcribed
to the fame -Author ; -wherein-wo eri-
tirely; fubmitted to the Direions of his
Fncnds, _The (third Volyme - maketh
tip- the, four PBuits.of Oaptain; Grrs-
vzks Traye)s: T{nc fournth. Volupe
is 3 cpmp eatr¢ ion! of -gllthofe
Trafts relating to-lralnd,. which, are
univerfally allowaed;to v CR WEit-
ten by the fam Awtlior; and may, peo-
bably.be wiefal sponimanyQetafiads
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and even to England i ltfelfﬁgvhcre moft
of them have been prigted,. atdlwyell
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Xiv  Ax Aecconnt of the Lyre and WriTiNGS

Ir his PROSE WORKS are confidered, in them will e
found a certain mafterly Concifene(s iy the Style, that has ne~
ver been equalled by any other Writer: The Truth of this
Affertion will more evidently appear, by comparing him with
fome of the Authors of his own Time. Of thefe Dr. T1L~
LOTsON and Mr. ADDISON are to be numbered among the
mbft eminent. ADpDrsow has all the Powers that can capri-
vate and improve :. His Diction is eafy, and his Periods arc well
turned, his Expreffions\dre! flowing,| and)bis. Homour is deli-
cate. TILLOTSON is navous, grave, majeftick and perfpi-
cwons. We muft join both thefe Charallers together, to
- -form a true Idea of Dr. SWirT ! Yet as he outdoes ADDy~
soN ‘in Humour, he excels TiiroTsoN in Perfpicuity.
‘When the Writings of .AppisoN. terminate.in Party, he
«lofes himfelf extremely, and, from a’ delicate and juft Co-
median, «deviates into one of the loweft Kind *. Not fo Dr.
SwiFT; he appears like a mafterly Gladiator ; he wiclds the
Sword of Party with Rafe, Jufinefs and Dexterity: And,
-wihite he emtertains the Ignorant.and- the Vulgar, he draws
an .equal Attention from the Learned and the Great. When
_he is ferious, his Gravity becomes him: When he laughs,
~hig Rénders'muft langh with bim.- * - ) .

* - Hrs POETICAL ‘PERFORMANCES ought to be con-
ifidered ‘as occafional Poems, written either to pleafe or vex
. forhe pafticular. Perfons. We muft rot fuppofc .them defign-
sed for ‘Polterity : If he had cultivated his Genius- in that
‘Way, h¢ muft certainly Have excelled, efpecially in Satire.
:He.aims to be feverely ufeful, rather than politely engaging.
:He affimed morc the Air and Manners of a Critic than of a
Poet. Had he lived in the fame Age with Horacg, he
would have. approached neirer to him than any other Poct :
~And, if we may make an'Allowance for the difierent Courfe
of Study, and dificrent Form of Government, to which each
*6f thefe great Men were fubje&t; we may obferve, in feweral
Inftances, a firong Refemblance between them. Both Poets
“are diftinguithd for Wit and Humour ; each difplays a peculiar
Felicity of Diction ; but of the Two, HorRACE is the more
«elegant and delicate: while he condemns, hepleafes. SwirT
takes Pleafure in giving Pain: The Diflimilitude of their
Tempers might be owing to the different Turns in their For-
-tuie. SwiPT early formed large Views of Ambition, and
was difappainted : Hor A cE, from an exiled low State, rofe
- into Affluence, and enjoyed the Favour and Friendthip of
-AvqusTus. Each Poet' was the Delight of the principal
Perfons of his Age. Cum magnis vixiffe was not meore apphi-
cable to HoRACE than to SWiFT; they both were tempe-
rate; both were frugal ; and both were of the fame Tafte,
HoRACE

* Freebolder. ,
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Hoaace had his Lypra, SwrFT had his VaNkssa.
Hoxace had his MAECENAs and AGRIPPA; SWIFT
bd his OXFQRD and BoLINGBROKE. HoRacEk ‘had
bsVirGrL; SwiFT had his ParE. + ...

“The Englife Edition of SwirT’s Works,” fays Lord
Ozxzry, * I have fcarce feen, and I have had little Incli~
“nation to ¢xamine it, becaufe I was acquainted with the
* Dean at the Time when Faulbner’s Edition) came odt 5 'and
“ therefore, muft always look upon that Copy as moft au~
“ thentick ; well knowing that Mr. Faalkner had the Advan.
“ dgc of printing his Edition by Confent and Approbation
“ of the Author himfelf.”” + : ) :

Foxr the above Reafon, the Pubkifthers of this Edition have
followed Mr. Faulkner’s, and they hope, with confiderable
Advantage, For, befides the-Addition of a ninth Volume,
oontaining the Tale of a Tub; the Battle 'of the Books in St.
}::\cs’s Library ; and the Fragment, which to ufe the Words of

d ORR ER Y, although not owned by the Dean, aut Erafmi
Junt aut diaboli; the whole is printed in a more regular and uni-
form Manner. ‘The Letters, which, in his Edition, are add-
o by Way of .dppendix, arc here brought into their proper
Places, anX others kept out, which Mr. Faulkner, through,
Inadvertency, had inferted twice; fome confiderable Omif~
fions are fupplied from other Copies ; and innumerable type~
graphical Errors correéted. -

THe FIRST VOLUME begins with, 4 Difcourfe of the
Contefts and Diffenfions between the Nobles and Commons in
Athens and Rome. It was written in the Year 1701, to-
wards the End of King WiLL1aM’s Reign, amd at a Time
when that Prince was made extremely uneafy, by the Vio .
lence with which fome of his Minifters and chief Favourites
Vere purfied. Complaints and Inquiries arofe in the Senate;
Feuds and Animofities in the Convocation. Nor had forcign
Afliirs a more propitious Afpeé. The King, in hopes to
&ifpe the gathering Clouds, had made feveral Changes in his
Minifiry, and had removed fome of his faithfulleft Servants;
Sotwithftanding of which the Houfe of Commons could not
be appeafed, but proceeded to impeach, the Earl of PorT-
LAND *, Lord SoMERs 4, Earl of ORFORD }, and the

of HaLiFaXx §.
You

* Groom of the Stole. 4

{ Lord Keeper, afterwards Chancellor. :

$ Treafurer of the Navy, and one of the Lords of Admiralty.

| One’of the Commiffioners of the Treafury, and afterwards
Chancellor of the Exchequer.
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Yovwﬂlﬁndthedlmﬂasd'&el'ouim?uchﬂ Lozds
defcribed under Atheniss Names, PHOCION is the Earl- of
PORTLAND; ARISTIDES, Lord SoMERs; THEMF*S T O-
cLzs, the Earl of ORFoaD; and PxricLes the Eaxl of

. HaLiFAX. In a Parallel of this Sort, it is impoffible that

every Cireumftance fhould tally with the wimoft Exaétness ;
but the whole Treatifé is full of hiftorical Knowiedge, and- cx-
oclient keﬂex'nns.f . . ot B wich

The Sentiments of &/ Church o] gland) Man, with Refpet®
s0 Rebigion and Government, was written in the Year 1708.
It is adapted to that. particular. Period. Thes?h - the
whole Pamphlet is nervous, and, cxcept'in fomre few Places,
impartial.—The STATE oF HoLLAND is juflly and con-
cifely delincated, and is a Traét well worth Reading and Ae-
tention; and it confirms an Obfervation which wil
ally occur, that SWIFT excells in whatever Style or Manner
be affumes.  When he is in earneft, his Strength of Reafon
carries with it Convittion; when in joft, every Competitor in
the Race of Wit is left behind him. .

THE A nt againft abolifvisg of Clriftianity is carried
on with the higheft Wit and Humour. He judged rightly in
imagining that-a frhall Treatife, written with a Spirit-of Mirthx
and Freedom, muft be more efficacious, than long Sermons,
or laborious Leflons of Morality. He endeaveurs to Jaugh
us into Religion; well kinowing that we are often laughed out
of it. - . :

THE Papers which immediately follow, are entirely hamor-
ous, and relate tll)PA RTRIDGE, l:al Almanac-maker ; and tho?
they are not only temporary but , yet, by an Ast, .
liu-ym SWIFT h)i,nikl}:othz m:nnduid im:’:ri_ond, fop:sc:o
be read with Pleafire, as long as the Englifp Language fubfitts.

- NEXT in order is, 4 Pﬁeﬁ Jor the Advancement of Religi-
on, and the Reformation of Manners, written in the Year 1709,
and dedicated to the Countefs of BRRXELEY, The Author
appears in carneft throughout the whole Treatife, and the
Dedication or Introduétion is in a Strain of ferious Panegyric,
which the Lady, to whom it is addrefled undoubtedly deferv-
ed - :

THERE are two Letters in this Volume, extremely wor-
thy of Notice: The one is, to 4 young Gentleman lately enter-
ed into .I-icl)lj ff::;rs; t:; -other, r::d a youn thL:d_; on ber Mar-
riage. The r ought to be b Clargy-
meflin the three Kingdoms, and tbcylattcr, by;urlf m:‘fe)"
married Women. They contain Obfervations that delight
and improve every Mind; and they will be read with P|
and Advantage, by the oldeft moft ex ry Divines;
udby&emdt&ﬁngni&ndmdmo&m ifhed Ladies.

L . THE
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Tae reft of the Volume is filled up with fhort Trats and
Pipers of various Sorts, moftly humorous and entertaining.
O muft laugh at the Story in one of the Intelligencers of
Wik and Swobbers; and with the Tatler on thofc inferior
Duties of Life, called Les petites morales, hung up in every
Squires Hall in England. ’ . .

Tre SECOND VOLUME of SwiFT’s Works is filled
sith Poetry, but the Poems in gerferal are fhort and fatirical.
The Poem of the greateft Length is'called Cadeinus and Viandffa :
Asa Poem it js excellent in its Kind, perfeétly corre®t, and
amirsbly conduéted. SwirT, who had the niceft Ear, is
remarkably chafte and deficate in his Rhyme. Varefa’s real
Name is fuppofed to be EsTHER VANOMR1GH, The Poem
ifelf is dated in the Year 1713, when SwiFT was in his
Meridian Altitude : favoured by the Courticrs; flattered, fear-’
e and admifed by the greateft Men' in the Nation. If you re-
view his feveral Poems to STELL A, you will find them fuller of
Affeftion than Defire, and more expreflive of Friendfhip than
of Love. Several of his Poems are perfonal, and leave a ver
fimall Impreflion on the Mind, but’many of them arc exqui-
fite. Upon » general View of his Poetry, we fhall find hin,
1 in his other Performances, an uncommon, furprifing, he-
teroclite Genius; luxurious in his Fancy, lively in his Ideas,
humorous in his Defcriptions, and bitter, exceeding bitter in
bis Satire. The Lady’s Dreffing Room has been blamed for want
of Delicacy.—His Companions and humble Followers, find
themfelves immortalized by the Infertion of their Names, in
his Addreflcs to Stellz, or in other mifcellaneons Picces, wrote
in an eafy, though not in a carelefs Manner. His more ex<
alted Friends are treated in a diffcrent Style: You will per-
ceive a real Dignity, and a moft delicate Kind of Wit, in all
his Poems to Lord OxForDp, Lord PLTERBOROUGH,
Lord CAR TERET, Mr. PULTENEY, and particularly in a-
Poem to the Conntefs of WiNcHELSEA, and another to
Mifs Bsopy Froype. A third Kind of Style may be dif~
cemed in his Poems addreffed to Mr. PorEe,” Mr. Gay,
Dr. DELaNY, and Dr, YounG; when he writes to them,
there is a Mixture of Eafe, Dignity, Familiarity, and Affecti-
on; they were his intimate Friends, whom hé loved fincerely,
;:nd whom he withed to accompany to the Poetical Regions of
ternity, ’ ' l. .

Tn? THIRD VOLUME contains the Travels of Ly~
MUEL GULLIVER into feveral remote Nations of the orid.
They are divided into four Parts: The firft 4 Voyage to L11.,
LrpUT : The fecond, a Voyage to BRoBDINGNAG: The
thind, to'LAPUTA, and other Iflands : The fourth, and moft
extraordinary, o the Country éf the HOUYHNHNMSs. Thefe

Voyages are"intended as 3 moral political Romance, in which

*¥ox, L. [ » SWIFT

L.
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SwirT feems to bave exerted the fisongelt Effosts. of a>fiac

r Genius.

He Inhabitants of Lilliput are reprefented as if refle@ed

- fi‘'om a convex Mirror, by which every Qbjeét is yeduced to a

- defpicable Minutenes, The Inhabitants of Brobdingnag,. by

a contrary Mirror, are enlarged to a fhocking Deformity. - In

Lilliput we behold a Sct of puny Infeéts or Animalcul{s ina

human Shape, ridiculoufly engaged in Affirs of Impartance.

- in Brobdingnag, the Monflers of .cnormous Size, are employed
in Trifles. S :

He feems, in his Defcription of Lilliput, to have had Exg-
dand more immediately in hjs View. In his Defcription of
Blefufcu, he feems.to intend the People and Kingdom of
. France. Yet the Allegory between tbe(g two Nations, -is fre-
-quently interrupted, and ¢ any where compleat. Several
- juft Strokes-of Satire arg. fta here and there upon Er-

" rors in the Condu@ of our Gavernment; and in his fixth
- «Chapter of his Voyage to Brobdinguag, he gives an Account
. of the political State of Europe : Obfervations are deliver-
ed wilr’ his ufual Spirit of Humour and Severity. He ap-
_pears moft affected with the Procee di:ﬁs of the Courts of Ju-
- dicature, and complains of bging almott ruined by a Chancery
Suit which was determined in bis faveur with Cofts.

SEVERAL juft Strokes of Satire are fcattered up and down
gpon political Errors in Government. In fome Parts GurL-
.L1VER féems to have had particular Incidents, if not parti-
.eular Perfons, in his View. His Obfervations on Education
ate ufeful ; and fo are his Improvements on the Inftitutions
-of LYCURGUS. :

Tue third Part of Gulliver's Travels is, in general, writ-
~gen again@t Chymifts, Mathematiciang, Mechanicks and Pro-
je@ors of all ‘Kinds. However wild the Defeription of the
fying Tlend, and the-Manners and various Projects of the Phi-
éﬁ’ hers of Lagada, may appear, yet it is a.real PiGure em-
'Bdlfﬂxed with much Wit and Jatent Humour. It is a Satire
upon thofe Aftronomers and Mathematicians who have o ea-
firely’ dedicated their Time to the Planets, that they have
.been carelefs of their Family and Country, and have been
chw%mu‘xnm about the Occonomy and Welfare of the up-

orlds.
"-“’l‘n: Pn_xtiea for 2 'more eafy and expeditions Method of
writing a Treatie in any Science, by 2 wooden Engine, is
entertainingly fatirical, and is aimed at thofc Authors, whe,
i of receiving Matesials from their own Thoughts and
Obfervations, collet from Diftionaries and -Common-place
PBooks an irregxhr Variety, without Order, Ufs or Ddig‘ .

* THE Proje&t of (hortening a Difcourfe by cutﬁ:ﬂ:o (yl-
lables into one, and leaving out Verbs and & plel;,;:
. . PO
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pointed at-the Cuftom. .of dontraling the Englih
mg;, the Diale@t of which is naturally harth, and that-

s is ftill increafed by improper Contraltions. .

Tue fiwth Chapter is Full of Severity and Satire. Somes
times it is exerted againft the legiflative Power, fometimes a~
pinft particular Politicians, &-c.

Hx feems to have finifhed his Voyage to Leputa in a care- -
kfs burrying Manner, elfe why was tht Curtain dropt fo foon?
Onc laments to find fo ‘many illoftrious’ Ghofts vanith & -
qickly, and fo abruptly from our. Sight, many of whom.
were of the brighteft Charaters in. Hiffory. :

GuLLrvER tired of Heroes, changes the Sceme, in tha-
tighth Chapter of his Voyai’e to Laputa, and becomes curioug ~
to know the Situation of Pocts and Philofophers, who, i .
their Turn, have as eagerly contended fos Fame, ss Cxsag.
for Power, or BruTus for.Liberty, .,

THe Defeription of STRULDBRUGGS in the tenth Chie--
pter is an inftruétive Piece of Morality, for if we-confader it ine+
2 fitious Light, it tends to-reconcile us to.our final Diffoluti- -
en. Death when fet in contra(t to the Immortality of the
Siruldbraggs -is no longer the King of Terrors; he lofes his .

; he appears to us as a Friend, and we cheerfully obey -
s becaufe it brings certain Relief to the .
ies. It is $n this Defeription that Swirt fhines in a..

Manner. . . .

Txis Volume contludes with’ Gulliver’s- Voyige to the.:
Bwynbabims: In this laft Part of his Travels, SwxzT has .
Riulged 3 Mifanthropy thit is intolerable. * :

THe FOURTH VOLUME contains a.Collcétion of
"Trifts relative to the Kingdom of Ireland, not only local bug-
mry. In the Beginning of the Volume is a Pamphlet, .

A Letter from o Member of the Houfe of Commons -
¥ Yreland, yo 4 Member of the Honft of Commons in England
vencerning the Sacramiental Teft, wrilten in the Year 1708, And
kis preceeded by an esplanatory ‘Advertifement, that was ei-~ -
‘t’rr:ihted or firiflly revifed ?;5 l?ean h;:::nfem s 1

A1s Pamphlet is written patticularly againit repe the
Teff 48; and whoevet conﬁmimfd{f?l:ulto the Ki g;
bm of Ireland, will find in it fome Arguments of Weight.

::pct:dnﬁmm' in cafe apy fuch Repeal fhould ever be at-

there.

THE next Tratt is, A Propofal for the wniverfal Ufe of
Yit Manufaffures in Clotbs and Furnisure of Houfes, &c. ut-
terly Yg:&lng and venouncing cvery Thing wearable, that:
Comes from Kngland; written in the Year 1720.

1% looking over the Dates of SwirT’s Works, he does .
ot appear as a political Writer, from the Year 1714, to 1720.
mkmwiﬁopmbably b2 ‘:urious to know in what Man-~

2 neg
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ner he employed his Time from the Death of the Queen, ¢ill
the South-Sea Year. Not in Poctry, for his poetical Pieces,
during that Period, are in a Manner dameftick, being fcaree
any "more than' Trifles to SHERIDAN, or Pomatia to
STELLA, The Chafm is to be filled up, as is fuppofed, by
Gullivér’s Travels, fuch a Work muft, in all Likélihood, have
engrofled his Leifure, during five or fix Years. When that
was finifhed, he found an Opening to indulge his Love of
Politicks, and to commence a Patriot fordreland: And he made
Vfe of the Opportunity, by increafing the natural Jealoufy,
which the lefler Ifland conftantly entertains of the greater.
is Treatife or Propofal immediately raifed a very violent
ame. ‘The Printer was profe ; and the Profecution
$ad the fame Effc@, which generally attends thefe Kind of
Meafures; it added Fuel to the Flame. 'But his greateft Ene-
fhics muft confefs, that the Pamphlet is written in the St{:
10{ a Man, who had the Good of his Country neareft hi
eart, . .
** To the Propofal, in favour of the Irifk Manufaluces, fac-
“eced fome Argumeénts againft enlarging the Power of Bifbops inm
le:ting of Leafes. This Pamphlet is intermix’d with thofe ma-
flerly Strokes of lrony which fo often appear in SwiFT’s
Works. The gencral Subject of it gives an Occafion to re-
‘¢olle a Circumftance much to the Dean’s Honoynn Me
‘could never be induced to take Fines for any of the ter
Lands: He always chofc to raifc the Reats," as the Me-
- ‘thod leaft oppreffive to the prefent Tenant, and moft advane-
‘tageous to 5! ‘future Tenants and Landlords.. .
, WE& arc now come to the DR APsER’s Lefters, thofc braz-
eh Monuments of his Fame. They were written in the Year
1724. The Occafion of thofc Letters was a Scarcity of Cap»
r Coin in Jieland, to o great a Degree, that, for fome Time
. paft, the chief Manufa&urers throughout the Kingdom, were
obliged t:fpaly their Workmen ip Pieces of Tin, or in other
“Tokens, uppofititious Value. Such a Methad was.very
" ‘difudvantageous to thé,lower Parts of Traffick and was in ge-
neral an Impediment to the Commerce of the State. Teo re-
medy this Evil, the late King granted a Patent to WiLrram
Woop, to coin, during the Term of 54 Years, Farthi
and Halfpence in England for the Ufe of Ireland, to the Value
of a certain Sum fpecified.—But the Patent was thought to be
.of fuch dangerous Confequence to the Publick, and of fuch
exorbitant Advantage to the Patentee, that the Dean, under
‘the Charatter of M. B. DRAPIER, wrote a Letter to th
*People, warning them, not to accept Woop’s Halfpence an
Farthipgs 3s carrent Coin. o ’
T AT zﬁc Sound of the DRAPIER’S Trumpet,. a Spirjt arofe
smong the Pcople, that, in the Eaftern Phrafe, was fike unto
. . v "t . M - a
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sTempeft in the Day of the Whirlwind. Every Perfon. was
eonvinced, that the Admiffion of Woon’s Copper muft prove
fitl to the Commonwealth. The Papift, the Fanatick, the
Tory, the Whig, all lifted themfelves Volnnteers under the
Buner of M. B. Drarazz, and were all equally zealous to
fve the common Caufe. Much Heat, and many fiery
Speeches againft the Adminiftration, were the uence of
this Union ; nor had the Flames been allayed, notwithitandiog
Threats and Proclamations;/\ had /not| thie Cdin"been totally
fipprefled, and had not Woop withdrawn his Patent.

Tue next Tract is, A fbort View of the State of Ireland in
the Year 1727. O this kittle Notice need be taken, fince the:

fent State of Ircland is, in general, as fourithing as pof-

le; owing chiefly toa Spirit amongft the landed Gentlemen
to promote Agriculture and Manufactures. -

THE Viadication of bis Excellency Jobn Lord Carteret from
tbe Charge of favouring sone but Tories, High-Churchmen and
Jacobites, written in the Year 1730, is entirjy humoraus, and
fare all the remaining Pamphlets of this Volume...

Tie FIFTH VOLUME begins with the Condut? of the’
Alies, It is. thought that the Publifber’s Preface was compo~ -
fd by the Dean himflf, but affe@edly written in a bad Style.
The laft P: ph, fays Lord ORRERY, makes me falpel .
bis Hand, «Te is plam%ecn, fays the Publither, that & -
* Spirit of Liberty is diffufed through all thefe Writings, -
“and that the Author is an Enemy to Tyranny and Op-
 preflion in any Shape whatever.”” This is the. Charatter .
2t which SwirT aimed, and this is the Chara€ter which in-
deed he deferved . I .

As Faults have been freely pointed out, fo ought we to re«
ember, that with all thofe Faults he was above Corruption, .
2 Virne in itfelf, fufficient to cover a Multitade of human

fince from that Virtug alone, can flow Profperity tq
the Commonwealth. ) X 3

THE Condu of the Allies was written in the Yesr 1712, .
aditis preparatory to the Peace, which the Minifters werer
then concerting, and which was afterwards perfeQted at -
Urxecnr, It begins by Reflexions on War in genesal,
'k‘:“:::‘ y mentions the feveral Civil Wass in our .

ngdom.,

THE Papers called the Examincrs, at leaft thole of which
Dr. Swipt is the Anthor, fill up the reft of the Volumes
in in November 1710, and are carried down to the »
Ead'of Iy 1911. They are written in Defence of the new
Ydmi and x!!;:rnicplar Revolutions at Court, whicly .
%23 introdueed the Earl of OxroxDp, and had difplaced the
Eulof Gopospman and bis Friends. - o s
[ MANYX. -
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MANY of Swi¥T’s Examiners are perfonally aimed at the
General ’[Duke of MAR uoxoucug. In a free Country, the
Power of a General is always to be feared : The greater his
Military Capacity, or the more fuccefsful his Arms, in the

cater Danger are the Liberties of the Pecople. On this
ﬁaxim SwiFT procecded; and while he was writing in De-
fence of the Commonwealth, he had an Opportunity of gi-
ving 4 Looft to his own Severity of which the Houfe of Pride,
an lfevc:ra.l other \Allegorical -Effay$ ave very fpirited Ex-
amples. . -

l{ur the Animadverfions on thefe Papers muft be cut thort.
The prefent Times, and the Honour due to many noble Fa-
tuilies defeended from the Perfons mentioned. in the Examairz-
. ers, make it neccﬂ'ary to take-as flight Notice as poffible evenx
of the witticft Paffages in them ; becanfe many of thofe Paf=
fages arife from perfonal Reflexions, or Party-farcafins, In
eneral, the feveral Points relating. to the National i)ebt,
alas, how increafed fince the Year 1710!) the too lon,
Continuance of the War, apd other nrubli_ck Topicks o
Complaint, are metancholy Truths, jultly becoming the Pen
of'a Man who loves his Country. .
** SWIFT, a Man of violent Paffions was, in confequence of
the(e Paffions, violent in his Party; but as his Capacity and
Genius were fo extraordinary Infi extenfive, even his Party-
writings carry with them Dignity and Inftrution: and in
that Light the reading the Examiners is recommended, where
may be found a nervous Style,'a clar Dicion, and great
Knowledge of the true landed Intereft of Englond.

THe SIXTH VOLUME contains fiuch a Mixture of
Verfe, Profe, Politicks, Similies, Wit, Trifics, and politc Con-
verfation, that it is " not cafy to know in what Manner to
ofbat it ;" or what particular Part to rccommend.. The two
Letters from the Earl of PEFERBORQUGH to Mr. Pork,
are excellent in their Kind: - Thofe of the Dean and of Mx.
PorE, have much lefs Merit, or at leaft, are much lefs agree-
able: - At the Time when he wrote thofe two Letters, he bad
Iing up his:Helmet and his Buckler, and was' rctifed: to his
Plough ‘and his Wheelbarrow ; wearied with Courts and dif>

d with Seatefmen. - L

THE publick- Spirit of the Whigs, is a Pamphlet in anfwer
2o the Crifis, written by Sir RICHARD STEELE, but it con-
tains -fueh acute Satire againft the Nobility of ScoTLAND
that in an Advertifement printed before it, we are told, *
¢ the Scots Lerds then i Eondon went ini 2 Body to camphin
¥ againit the Author, and the Confequence of that Complaint
‘ was a Proclamation, offering 2 Reward of 300 I to diftom
 Yer higy!d +R was written in_the Year 1712, by the Con-
ent, if not the Encouragement ‘of the Minifter of that Zra.

©. . : , In
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Inthe Style and- Condud, it was onc of the. boldeft, as welf
s one of the moft mafiesly Tralts that Swirr ewer

Wrote, . ‘ t . L
AN Aivice offered ta the Members of the Oftober Clud,
v written in 1711, and is fo applicable to.that particulag
Time, that there is no Occafion to make any Animadvesfions
wonit. From political Tralts the true Hiftory of Englasd
is tobe deduced, and if Fogeigners were to enter into thag
Branch of Reading,. they might frani¢|aimore diftin& Nation
of our Legiflature, and of our Manners, than from moge lay
boured and conneted Accounts of opr:Conflitution. .
THs other Picces in this Volume, except The Remarks on
the Barricr-treaty, are pot thought (_'uﬁcin:ﬁley ftriking to dey
kve much Notice. Some of them are Moiautiffimae of
SwirTh Writings, which, it is beligved, he would frarce
bave publifhed, fond as he was of fecing his Works in Print,
if he had been in the full Vigour of his Underftanding, oy
bad confidered, that thofe kinfp of Trifies, which are weak
# Feathers, in fupporting a Reputation, are heavy as Lead
in depreffing it. . - .
THe SEVENTH VOLUME contasins SwiFT’s epifto.
lary Correfpondence from the Year 1734 to the Year z737.
It s an acknowledged Obfervation, that no Part of an Au-
thor’s Writings give a greater Infight into his natyral Di
tion, than his Letters, cpecially when written with .Free- .
dom and Sincerity. . ot

THE Manners and Opinions of thofe Perfons with whom
be carrefponded, are_ in every Refpeét fo blended with his
oW, as not to be cafily feparated ; and in fuch a kind of unis
kdView, they will mutually refle@ Light on each other. To
3 young Gentleman entering jnto the World the Subjet may
{:’ﬂvc of particular Importance, as.it may guide him not only

the Choice of his Cosreffondents, but in his Manner of
vnting to them. :

I diftuffing this Volume of Sw1FT’s Letters, there is ne
fmall Difficu)ty. General Criticifins will be attended with
Obfeurity ; and it wonld be tedious to confider them in their
€& Order. The Review therefore fhall be confined to what
feems to deferve Attention. To bcsin then with the Letters
that paffed between Dr. SWIFT and Mr. Pore. The Cor-
Itfondence h:‘& commenced in a very early Part of Mr.
Pore’s Life, afl was carried on with fearce any Interruption
from the Death of the Queen.  If Mr. Pori may be judged
of from his Works, his chief.Aim was to be efteemed a
Man of Virtue. = His'Lettets ate written in that Style. His
kft Volumes are all ‘of the moral Kind. . He bas avoided
Trifiés, 'antd confequently has efcaped a Rock which has pro-
*d very injurious to SWIET’ Reputation, He bas given his

‘- ‘ Imagination
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Ymagination: Yhit {Scope, and ‘yet has preferveda perpetual
Guard upon Ris Condu@’ The Conlhnft‘lon of his Bodp‘eand
Mind might carly incline him .to Habits of Caution and Rec-
fbrve; his Manners were delicate, éafy nd engaging; and
he tréated his Friends with' a Politeriefs that charmed, and a
Generofity that was much to his Honour. Every Gueft was
mmade happy. within his Doors. Pleafure dwelt under his
Roef, and Elegance at his Table. Dr. SwirT was
of a different Difpofition : - To' his' Dotoefticks he was paf:
fionate ind ch to his Equals and Superiors rather an en-
tértaining than defirable Companion. 'He told a Story in an
#dmirablé Manner : his Sentences were fhort and  perfpicuo
his Obfervations were piercing. He was, ierb‘aps. as he f:i% .
Bimfelf, too protd to be vain. When he was polite, i
wis in a' Manner entirely his own. 1In his Friendhips he
was ¢onftant ahd undi{guifed. He was the fame in his En-
tmities. " He generally fpoke as he thought i all Companies,
end at all Times. . X
- NoTwrTHstANDING the Difimilitude’ 6f Minds and
Manners which was. ay;arent between thefe two lﬁrﬂt Men,
yet the fame Sort’ of Frlendthip feems t have fubfifted be-
tween them, ‘as between Virgit apd Hokace.  The my-
tval Affetion of the two Engli ngocts appears throughoug
theit Wotks: And therefore the Report very induftrioufly
- fpréad, and not without Bme Degreée of Succéfs, cannot avoid
being taken notice of ; **, That the Friendfhip between SwiFT
« gnd Pork Was not f3 firm and perfe@ at the latter End
* ‘gs at the Beginning of their Lives,” On Dr. SwiFT’s
Side, ‘fays Lord ORRERY, he is certain it rémained unalter-
able. Wor' did it appear lef3 fervent on the Side of Mr,
PopE: 'Their Letters are the beft Evidence to determine the:
Doubt. In ohe of $wiFT’s lateft Letters to his Lordfhip
he fays, * When yof fee my dear Friend Porg, tell him
¢ will anfiwer his Letter foon; I love him above “all the re
® of Mankind.” He adds, that in his long Correfpondence
with Mr. Pore, he ftarce ever received the leaft Billet from
Rim, without the kindeft Mention of Dr. SWiFT; and the
tendereft Anxiety for his Health ; fo that the Friendthip and
Affe@tion of Sw1FT and Pore fubfifted as entire and uninter-
tuptéd as their Friends could wifh, or their Enemies regree.
“In all Swrrr's WHtiniss will be found g own jar
Vein of Humour. The fame Liberty of reflion would
have been improper ‘and abfurd in any other Writer, but it
smduoed the Cotifequiences which he ggﬁnd His fceming
rrogance gained himi more Favéur, than the Humility an
#ffe@ted Bemevolence of others.  His Raillery and Freedom
of Cenfure, are corivéyed in a Manner more prevalent, and
peshaps often mote agrecable, “than Flattery. He feldom
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ﬁd, but whese Merit was confpicnous. A fingle Stroke of
is Pen pleafed more, and gave more Honour, than a long
fatieripg Dedication from any other Author. - His Style was
mallerly, corre® and flrang: Never diffufive, yet always
‘dear; and if we confider it in comparifon witht bis Predecefiors,
hebas outdone them all, and is one, perbaps the Chief,
of thofe few fele€t Exglifs Writers, wha have excelled in E-
legance and Propricty of Lamguage. But he is not intitled
alape to the Olive Garland,\/\He/\ bas [had (his( Coadjitors in
the ViGory. The Trinmvirate, to whom we owe an
and Propricty unknown to our Forefathers, are,
SwirT, ADD1ISON, and Bou!}eono;;m:t d:: Sight of
fich Names no Difpute cap arife in ing the Exglié
Moderns to the m Antients:  The prefent Ccnmrl;?md
indeed all future Gengrations may be congratulated upon the
Acquifition of three fuch Men.
THROUGHOUT his various Correfpondence may be difces
vered very ftrong Marks of an anxious, benevolent Priend:
And the Mifanthrope js often loft in the good-natured Masn.
His Letters to Gay, and thofe to Dr. SHERIDAN in the
cghth Volume, confirm this Opinion. The Letters from
Lord BoLiNGBROKE, which arc infarted in this: Colleétion,
arg written with an Elegancy and Politenefs, that d:;:suﬁ
them from all the reft : We fee they were not init fos
she Prefs. Byt how : Valuable wre moft carelel Strokes
from fuch a Pen? R PN
- GaY’s Letters heve nothing in them firiking or recom-
meadatory.  His Senitiments are thofe of.an hoseft, indolent;
good-natured Man, He laved SWi#T to a'Degres of: Vene-
ration, and tbc.Friendﬂﬁ! was returned: with great- Sincerity.
AT the latter End of the SEVENTH VOLUME is a
Pamphlet, written in the Year 3734, intitled] Fre Fhoughts on
the prefent Stete of Affcirs. Lord ORxxx Y advifts his oo in
Words : n you have rcad i, Digite compefce Subellumn.
Tz EIGHTH VOLUME begins with - Direflisns 0
Servants ; which Traét is uafmithed. . A Preface.and Dediea’
tion were to have been added to it. ‘The Eagk of Onrzry,
in one of his Letters, fays, He thinksit was not publithed
till after the Dean’s Death ;  but that he remembers the Ma-
nufcript banded about, and much applanded, in his Lifetime,
To fay what can be offered in its Favour: The Tractis
written in fo facetious a kind of low Humowr, that it muf®
pleafe many Readers: Nor is it without fome Degree of Me+
rit, by pointing out with an amazing Exaétnefs (and what'in
alefi trivill Calk mul bave becn called Judgment) the
Faults, Blunders, Tricks, Lies and various' Knaveries.of dos
meftick Servants. How much Time mufb have been - efas
ployed in putting together fuch a Work? What an lntc:‘fe“;
. ' \
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nefs'of Thought malt bave .been beflowed, u dn'liswon-!
and moft flavith Soenes of Life! It is one of Compofi-
tions, that the utmdft Strength of Wit can fearce fuftain |
finking. A Man of SwiFT's cxltcd Genins, ought com- '
ftantly ¢o have foared in higher Regions. It is to be withed -
Ais- Thoughts bad taken another Tum. Poor SwirT! why |
did he below him&if, before he was deprived of Reafon ?
Let him-be forgivess that Fxror, and a Vail of Oblivion. '
drawa over certain/Execrefcences of (Wit and Humour ; he
will then be admired, as an Honmour to the Publick, and a..
Scourge to all the Knaves-and Fools of his Time.

. THe let which follows the Direftions to Servaats, is
intitled, Reqfons duwdly offered 1o the Parliameni of Ircland,
for. ngdiq the. Sucrathental Teft $% favowr of the Cathobicks.
‘This Traé is writton umier-the affmed Charaéer of a Rowass -
Catholick, by which Means the. Aather attacks his Adverfa-

sick’ withr Advahtege, The greatet- Art, and the
M&:K&wdi@inymtmm ' .ontthe

238!
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a Garden over-run witli Docks and Thiftles, among
.fome Rofe-trecs aecidentally makle theit Appearance.
of the Rofes will particalarly sppear in three

Sermons that are curious. ’ : j

1 Talrs .Volune concludes with:Dr. Swrwr’s Will, which;
Blie all .hin othcr Writings, is drawn up in’ his own- peculiar
Mimner; oven in {o ferious 2 Compofition,-he cannot help in~

dulging himfelf, in Jeaving - Legacies that carry with thunAn:-

.. The Life and Charaffer of the Reverend Dr. SWiTT

43
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" Arof Radllery and Jeft,—Fankner’s Edition g:es no farther,
Taz NINTH VOLUME contains, the Tale of a Tud;
the Battle of the Books in St. James’s Library; and the .
nat. Tbe Tele of @ Tub has made much Noife in the W
B was one of SWrFT’s earlieft Performances, and has never
lem excelled in Wit and Spirit by his own or any other Pen.
The Cenfirres that are paficd upon it are various. The moft
mieria] of which were fuch as reflofied wpan Dr. Swarr,
inthe Charaéter of a Clergyman/snd/a Chiriffian,
. THE beft, and, what is mere extrsordinary, the moft fe-
ﬂmhxzfology that can be made for the Author, was. written
by bimfelf, and is dated Fume 3. 1709, from which Time it
his been conftantly printed in a prefatory Mammer to the
Work itfelf. In this Apology Dr. SwyFT candidly acknow-
Hﬁ.- “ That there are feveral youthful Sallies, which, from
“ the grave and the wife, may deferve a Rebuke.” And
further'adds, « That he will ‘forfeit his Life, if any one O-
“ pinion can be deduced from the Book, which is contrary to
“ Religion or Morality,” - v vt et T
THE Battle of the Bosks took its Rife from the Coutro-
verly between Siv Ailliam Templé and My, Wotton : a Contros
ly which made much Noife, and emplqyed many Pens, to-
vards the letter End of the laft Century. *This humorous
Treatife is drawn up in an heroick comick Style, in which
;s“"’ with great {Vit and Spirit gives the Victory to the.
ormer, * '
THE Fragment, or, & bl:/'mrji qo’ncmi;gntbe ‘machanical
Z"'i" of the Spirit, is a Satire againft Enthufiafm, and
& affefted Infpirations, which conflantly begin in Folly,
1td very ofteri end in Vice.

R : ‘e
To conciude this Account, .we have fubjoined 2. Copy of a-
addreficd te tho Printer of .thie DUSLIN JOURNAL,!
4d pobligaed in. Jansary 1y52. e . '
I have at lat finithed, what you have often heard me with I
might be able to do, a Mynuthent For the g‘reate{t Genips,
o o Age, the late Dean of St. Patrit¥’s. 'The Thing in,
R ;’mdm a Trifle, but :‘: is ::‘orc thanrevcr I thould have’
#tempted, -had I not- with Indignation feen a Country (fo
bononred by the -Birth of fo gnt a Man, and fo r¥aith-‘
2"!{ ferved by him all his Lxé;u f long and fo thamefully.
igent in ‘erefting fome Montment of Gratitude to his
Memory.,  Countrics are not wife in fuch Negleét; for they,
but themfelves:- Men of Genius are encouraged to apply
their Talents to the Service of their Country, when they fe,
&t Gratitade to the Memory of thofe have deférved
well of them.—It was with View, that 1 determined to
throw in my Mite. ) o -
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- IN a fine Lawn below my Houfe, I have planted an lﬂp-‘l_
podrome. It is a circular Plantation, confilting of five Walks ;
the Central of which is a Horfe Courfe, and three Rounds'
make exallly a Mile. All the Lines are fo laid out, that
from the Center the fix Rows of Trees appear but one, and |
form 106 Arches round the Field; in the Center of which I
bave cre@ted a Mount, and placed a Marble Column on its"|
proper Pedeftal, with all the Decorations of the Order; on
the Summit of which\I/placed 3| Pegafuss, juft (céming to take. !
Flight to Heaven ; and.on the Dye of the Pedeftal T have
engraved the following Infcription,” wrote by an ingenions |
Friend. . .

* Tu'memoriam JONATRAN SWIFT S. T. P, viri fine pari. |

-Aonidum fontes aperis, divine pocta, |
} Arte mova; athereas propriis ut Pegafus akis i
_ Scande domos : aternum addet tus fama columme -
 Huic memori decns; hicy tanti qua poffumus umbram
Nominis in mentem, facro revocare quotansis
~ . Ludorum ritu jwvat, bic, tibi parvas bonorum
" Offertur cumulus ; laxdum guo fine tuaram
‘Copia claudatur qui querit, gentis Ierne .
Peltora ferutetur, Tatumgue inserroget orbom, 1750,

I have alfo appointed a finall Fund for apnual Premiums to
be diftributed in the Celebration of Games at the Monument
yearly. The Ceremony is to laft three Days, beginning the
firlt of May yearly. On this Day, young Maids and Men in
the Neighbourhood are to affemble in this Hippodrome, with
their Garlands and Chaplets of Flowers, and to dance round
the Monument, ﬁng:g the Praifes of this ingenious Patriot,
and (trowing with Flowers dll the Place: After which they are
to dance for a.Prize; the beft. Dancer among the Maids is to
be prefented with a Cap and Ribbons; and, after the. Dance,
the young Men are to run for a Hat and Gloves. ;

' ’gﬂs cond Day, there is to be a large Market upon thé
round : Andthe Girl who produces the fineft Hank of Yarn,
§d the moft regular Reel and: Count, is to have a Guinea
vemium; and the Perfon who buys the greatet Quantity of
"Yarn is to have a Premium of two Guineas.
. THE third Day, the Farmer who produces the beft yearling
Calf of his own breed, is to have to Guineas Premium ;
and he that produces the faireft Colt or Filly, of his own
breed likewife, not over two Years old, fhall receive a Premi-
um of two Guineas alfo,.—Thus the whole will not exceed

n Paunds, and all thefe ufeful Branches of our Growth and
;flan acture will be encouraged in remembering the Patron.
who with o much Care and Tendernefs recommended them to,
others, and cherifhed them himfelf.— I am, &c. *



A

DISCOUR.SE

OF THE

Contefts and Diflenfions

BETWEEN THE

NOBLES andthe COMMONS in
Athens and Rome; with the Confequences
they had upon both thofe STATES.

———— 84 t1hi vera videtur,
Dede manus ; &, fi falfa ¢fty accingere contra.
LucreT.

‘Written in the Year 1701,

" CHAP. L

T is agreed, that in all Government there is an
I‘ abfolute unlimited Power, which paturally and

“originally feemeth to be placed in the whole
Body, where-ever the executive Part of it lies. This
holds in the Body natural. For where-ever we place
the Beginning of Motion, whether from the Head,
or the %'{eart, or the animal Spirits in general, the
Body moveth and a&teth by a Confent of all its Parts.
This unlimited Power placed fundamentally in the
Body of a People, is what the beft Legiflators of all
" Vor. L. B. Ages
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Ages have endeavoured, in their feveral Schemes, or
Inftitutions of Government, to depofite in fuch Hands
as would preferve the People from Rapine and Op-
reflion within, as well as Violence from without.
oft of them feem to agree in this; thatit was a
Truft too great to be committed to any one Man, “or
Affembly j and therefore they left the Right f1ill i
the whole Body ; 'but the Adminiftration 'or executivie
Part, in the Hands of One, the Fea, or the Many =
Into which three Powers, all independent Bodies of
Men feem naturally to divide. For by all I have
read of thofe innumerable.and petty Commonwealths
in Italy, Greece, and Sicily, as well as the great ones
of Carthage and Rome ; it feemeth to me, that a free
People met together, whether by éompaﬂ or Family
Government, as foon as they fall into any A&s of
Civil Society, do,. of them{elves,.divide into three
‘Powers. 'The firft is, that of fome one eminent Spi-
rit, who having fignalized . his Valour, and Fortune
in Defence of his Country, or.by the Pra&ice of po-
pular Arts at Home, -becometh to have great Inﬁﬁ-
ence on the People, to grow their Leader in warlike
Expeditions, and to ‘prefide, after a fort, in” their
Civil Aflemblies: And this is grounded upon the Prin-
ciples of Natare and common Reafon, which in all
Difficulties and Dangers, where Prudence or Coarage
is required, do rather incite us to flyfor Counfel or
Affiftance to a fingle Perfon than a Multitude. The
fecond natural Divifion of Power, is of fuch Men whe
have acquired lar%c? Pofleflions, and confequently De-
pendencies, or defcend from Anceftors, who have.
them great Inheritances, together with an Heredi
Authority: Thefe eafily uniting in Thoughts and
-Opinions, and ating in Concert,.iegin to enter upon
Meafures for fecuring their Properties; which are
‘bett upheld by preparing againft Invafions from a-
Jbroad, and maintaining Peace at home. This com-
mences a great Council, or Senate of Nobles for the
weighty Affairs of the Nation. The laft Divifion is
of the Mafs, or Body of the People; whofe Part of
T -V Power

|
1
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Powerés great, and undifputable, whenever they ca
wite either colletively, or by Deputation to exert it.
Now the three Forms of Government, fo generally
k}lown in the Schools, differ only by the Civil Admi-
l?lﬂmlion being placed in the Hands of One, or fome-
tmes Two, (as in Sparta) who were called King:; or
In a Senate, who were called the|Nobles ;- corum(the
People Collective or Reprefentative, who may be cal-
ldthe Commons : Each of thefe had frequently the
execative Power in Greece, and fometimes in Rome:
But the Power in the laft Refort, was always meant
by Legiflators to be held in Balance among all Three.
And it will be an eternal Rule in Politics, among
every free People, that there is a Balance of Power
tbe carefully held by every State within itfelf, as
well as among feveral States with each other.
Tue true Meaning of a Balance of Power, .either
without, or within a State, is beft conceived by con-
ering what the Nature of a Balance is. It fup-
pofes three Things. Firft, the Part which is held,
together with the%-[and that holdeth it ; and then the
two Scales, with whatever is weighed therein. Now
confider feveral States in a Neighbourhood: In order
W preferve Peace between thefe States, it is neceflary
they thould be formed into a Balance, whereof one-.
O more are to be Diretors, who are to divide the
refinto equal Scales, and upon Occafions remove
m one into the other, or elfe fall with their own
Weight into the lighteft : So, in a State within itfelf,
¢ Balance muft be held by a third Hand, who is to-
Geal the remaining Power with the utmoft ExaGnefs
nto each Scale. Now it is not neceflary, that the
Power hould be equally divided between thefe three ;
for the Balance may be held by the Weakef, who,
b his Addrefs and Condu&, removing from either
Scale, and adding of his own, may keep the Scales
duy poifed. Such was that of the two Kings of
Sarta; the Confular Power in Rome; that of the
Kings: of Media before the Reign ef Cyrus, as repre-
’ Bz fented
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fented by Xemophin ; and that of the feveral limite,&
States in the Gorbic Inftitutions.

WHEN the Balance is broke; whether by the Ne -
%ligence, Folly,” or Weaknefs of the Fand that held
1, or by mighty Weights fallen into either Scale ; the
Power will never continue long in equal Divifion be-
tween the two remaining Parties,-but, (until the Ba—
Iance is fixed ‘anew) will run entirely into ene. This
gives the trueft Account of what is underftood in the
moft antient and ‘approved Greet Authors, by the
Word Tyranny ; which is not meant for the feizing of
the uncontrouled, or abfolute Power into the Hands
. of a fingle Perfon, (as many fuperficial Men have

grofsly miftaken) ; but for the breaking of the Balance
" by whatever Hand, and leavin%t’he Power wholly in

one Scale. For Tyranny and Ufurpation in a State,
are by no Means confined to-any Number, as might
eafily appear from Examples enou%_h; and, becaufe
the Point is material, I fhall cite a few to prove it.

* 'THE Romans, having fent to_4&beps, and the Greek

o Cities of Italy, for the” Copies of the
Dicnyf. beft Laws, chofe ten Legiflators to put |
Hal. /. ro. them into Form; and, during the Ex-

ercife of their Office, fufpended the
Confular Power, leaving #ie Adminiftration of Affairs

in their Hands. TheFe very Men, although chofen |
for fuch a Work, as the digefting a Body of Laws
“for the Government of a free State, did immediately’
ufurp arbitrary Power, ran into all the Forms of it,’
had their Guards and Spies, after the Pra&ice of
the Tyrants of thofe Ages; affeted Kingly State,
deftroyed the Nobles, and oppreffed the People ; one
- of them proceeding fo far as to endeavour to force a
- Lady of great Virtue ; the very Crime which' gave
Occafion to the Expulfion of the Regal Pawer but
fixty Years before, as this Attempt dif to that of the

Drcemir. ' ’

Ve Epbori in Sparta were at firft only certain

Perfons deputed by the King to judge in Civil Mat.

ters, while 75y were employed in the Wars. 'Ilalmefe

. o : en,
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Men, at feveral times, ofurped the abfolute. Autho-
fity, and were as cruel Tyrants as any in their Age.
Soon after the unfortunate Expedi-
ton into Sicily, the Avhemians chofe Thucyd. lib. 8.
for hundred Men for Adminiftra-
ton of Affairs, who became a Body of Tyrants, and
were called, in the Language)of thofeAges,jan-O/i-
garchy, or Tyranny of the Few under which hateful
Denomination, they were foon after depofed in great
Rage by the People.
WHEN Athens was fubdued by Ly- Xemoph. de
Junder, he appointed thirty Men for Rebus Grec.
the Adminiftration of that city, who )
immediately fell into the rankeft Tyragny : But this .
was not all : For conceiving their Power not founded.
on a Bafs large enough, they admitted three thou-
fand into a Share of the Government ; and thus for-
tified, became the crueleft Tyranny upon Record.
They murdered, in cold Blood, great Numbers of the -
bet Men, without any Provocation; from the mere.
Luft of Cruelty, like Nero, or Caligula. This was. -
fach a Number of Tyrants together, as amounted to -
near a third Part of the whole city. -
For Xenopbon telleth us, that the city Memorab. .
contained about ten thoufand Houfes, 45. 3. .
andallowing one Man to every Houfe, .
who could have any. Share in the Government, (the -
tett confifting of Women, Children, and Servants) and -
making other obvious Abatements ; thefe Tyrants, if
they had been careful to adhere together, might have
been a Majority even of the People Colletive.
In the Time of the fecond Punic
War, the Balance of Power in Car- Polyb. Frag.
thags was got on the Side of the /i, 6.. -
People, and this to a Degree, that
fome Authors reckon the Government to-have been
then among them a Dominatio Plebis, ox Tyranny of the-
Commans, which, it feems, they were at all Times apt
t £l into, and was at laft among the Caufes that
B3 ruineds
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ruined their State: And the frequent Murders of their
, ‘Generals, which Diodorus telleth usg
Lib. zo. was grown to an eftablithed Cuftom a-
. mong them, may be another Inftance
that Tyranny is not confined to Numbers.
- I sHaLL mention but one Example more among a
great Number that might be produced ; it is related
_ by the Author laft cited. " The Orators
Lib. 13. of the People at Arpos, (whether you
: will ftyle them in mogcrn Phrafe, Greas
Speakers in the Houfe, or only in ﬁ':neral, Reprefenta-
tives of the People Collective) ftirred up the Comn,
Mons againft the NosLEs; of whom 1600 were -
murde! at once; anhd, at laft, the Orators them-
felves, becaufe they left off their Accufation; o
fpeak intelligibly, becaufe they awithdrew their Im?
peackments § having, it feemeth, raifed a Spirit they
were not able to lay. And this laft Circumftance, as
Cafes have lately ftood, may perhaps be worth noting...

From what hath been already advanced, feveral.
Conclufions may be drawn. :

First, TRat a mixt Government, partaking of the!
known Forms réceived in the Schools, is by no Means
of Gothic Invention, but hath Place in Nature and
Reafon ; feenieth very well-to agree with the Senti-
ments of moft Legiflators, and to have been followed
in moft States, whether they have appeared undey the’
Name of Monarchies, Ariftocracies, or Democracies.,
For, not to mention the feveral Republicks of this
Compofition in Gax/ and Germany, defcribed by Czfar
and Tacitus; Polybius telleth us, the beft Government

is that which confifteth of three Forms,
Frag. lib. 6. Regno, Optimatium, et Populi Imperio -
: Which may be fairly tranflated, the
Kings, Lords, and Commons. . Such was that of Sparta, .
" in its primitive Inttitution by Lycurgus ; who obfervin
" the Corruptions, and Depravations to which every (ﬁ'
thefe were fubject, compounded his Scheme outof all;
fo that it was made up of Reges, Semiores, et Populus,
Such alfo was the State of Rome, u‘-ldﬁ its Conf;x\ls d
< n

'%
Yer

"
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Avd the -Author telleth us, that the Romans fell upon.
this Model purely by Chance, (which I take to have.
been Nature and common Reafon) but the Sparsans by
- Thought, and Defign. And fuch at Carsbage was the
Stmma Reipublice, or Power in the laft .
Refort; for they had their Kings called Ldess ik,
Sifetes, and a Senate which had the ,
:})wet of Nebles, and the'Pegple 'had'a-Share eftablifh..
t00.. : . .
Seconpry, It will follow, ‘That thofe Reafoners, .
who employ fo much of their Zeal, their Wit, and
their Leifure for the 1}pholding the Balance of Power
in Clrifiendom, at the fame time that by their Praftices
they are endeavouring to deftroy it at home, are not
fuch mighty Patriats, or fo much in the true Intereft of
their Country, as they would affect to be thought; but,
feem to be employed like a Man, who pulleth down’
with his Right Hand what he hath been building-
with his Left. .
THirpLy, This maketh appear the Error of thofe,,
who think it an uncontroulable Maxim, that Power is .
always fafer lodged in many Hands than in one.
For, if thefe many Hands be made up, only from.
one of the three Divifions before mentioned ; Tt is
Plain from thofe Examples already produced, and eafy’
© be paralleled in other Ages and Countries, that,
they are as capable of enflaving'the Nation, and of]
atting all Manner of Tyranny and Oppreffion, as it is'
poffible for a fingle Perfon to be; although we fhould
fuppofe their Number not only to be of four or five:
bundred, but above three thoufand. )
Acain,*It is manifeft from what hath been faid,
that in order to preferve the Balance in a mixed State,
the Limits of Power depofited with each Party ought
to be afcertained, and generally known. The I§e-
felts of this is the Caufe that introduces thofe Strug-
lingg in a State about Prerogatiue and Liberty, aboug
ncroachments of the Few upon the Rights of the
Many, and of the Many upon the Privileges of the
‘w; which ever did, and ever will conclude in a
o Tyranny ;

-
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Tyranny; firft, either of the Few, or the Many, but
atyl:{l infallibly of a fingle Perfon. For; wh‘;:yh ever
of the three Divifions in a State is upon the Scramble
for more Power than its own, (as one or other .of:
them generally is) unlefs due Care be taken by the
other Two; upon every new Queftion that arifes, they.
will be fure to decide in Favour, of themfelves, tal
gmiuch of inberent Right - they -will tiourifh' up a dor-
mant Power, and referve Privileges in petts, to exert.
upon Occafions, to ferve Expedients,” ard to urge up-
on Neceflities. They will make large Demands, and
{canty Conceffions, ever comingoff confiderable Gain-
ers: Thus at length the Balance is broke and Tyranny
letin; from which Door of the Three it matters not.
To pretend to a declarative Right upon any Occa~-
fion whatever, is little lefs than to make ufe of the
whole Power ; that is, to declare an Opinion to be
Law, which hath always been contefted, or peshaps
never ftarted before fuch an Incident brought it on the
Stage. Not ta confent to the enatting of fuch a Law, .
which hath no View befides the general Good, unlefs
another Law fhall at the fame time pafs with no other
View, but that of advancing the Power of one Party
alone ; what is this, but to claim a pofitive Voice as
well as 2 negative? To pretend that great Changes-
" and Alienations of Property have created new and
at Dependencies, and confequently new. Additions
of Power, as fome Reafoners have done, is a moft
dangerous Tenet: If Dominion muft follow Property,.
Jet it follow in the fame Pace : For Changes in Pro-
perty through the Bulk of a Nation make {low March-
¢és, and its due Power always attends it. To con-
¢lude, that whatever Attempt is begun by an Affem~
bly, ought to be purfued to the End, without regard
to the greateft Incidents that may happen to alter-the
Cafe ; to count it mean, and below the Dignity of a
Houfe, to quit a Profecution ; to refolve upon aaCon-
clufion, before it is poflible to be appri‘ed of the Pre-
mifles. Teo at thus, I fay, is to afge& not only ab-
folute Power, but Infallibility too. Yet fuch unac.
countahle.

]
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_conntable Proceedings as thefe have popular Affem-
blies engaged in, for want ef fixing the due Limits
of Power and Privilege, , - ,

GreaT Changes may, indeed, bé made in 2 Gos
remment, yet the Form continue, and the Balance be
beld ; but large Intervals of Time muft pafs between
every fach Innovatien,, enoughto melt down, and
make it of a.piece with the Conftitution. ~ Such we are
told were the Proceedings of Solor, when he modelled
anew the Athenian Commonwealth. And what Con-
vilfions in our own, as wellas other States, have
been bred by a Negle& of this Rule,. is frefh and no=
torious enoagh.: It is too foon, in.all Cenfcience, to.

“repeat this Error again. - e )

Havinc fhewn that there is,a natoral Balarice of
Power in all free States, and how it hath been divided,
fometimes by the People themfelves, as in Rome;. at
others by the Inftitutions of the Legiflators, as in the
feveral States of Greece and Sicily = "The next Thing is
to examine what Methods have been taken to.break or
overthrow this Balance ; which evety one of the three
Parties hath continuafly endeavoured, as Opportunities
have ferved ; as might appear from the Stories of moft
Ages and Countries. -« For, abfolute Power in a- parti~
cular State, is of the fame Nature with unjverfal Mon
narchy ini feveral States adjoining to each other. So
endlefs and exorbitant are the Defires of Men, whether
confidered in their Perfons or their States, that they
will grafp at all,- and can form -no‘'Scheme of perfect
Happinefs with lefs. Ever fince Men have been united
miq Governments, the Hapes and Endeavours -after
univerfal Monarchy have been Bandied among them,
from the Reign of Ninus, to this of the Mopt Chrifiian
King: In which Purfuits Gommonwealths have had
their Share, as well as Monarchs: So the Atbenians,
the Spartans, the Thebans, ard the Achaians did feve-,
12l Timés aim at the univgrial Menarchy of Greece .
So the Commonwealths 6f Carbage and Rome, affelted
the univerfal Monarchy of the then known World. In
like Manner hath abfalute Power been purfued }3}{ Ath;;r :

. evér:
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feveral Parties of each particular State; wherein fingl& -
Perfons have-met with moft Succefs, although the En— -
deavours of the Few and the Many have been frequent
enough:: Yet, being neither fo uniform in their Defigns ,,
nor fo dire& in their Views, they neither coald manage
nor maintain the Power they had got; but:were ever
deceived by the Popularity, . and Ambition of fome -
fingle Perfon. - So'that'it-wil be-always a-wrong Step-
in iolicy, for the Nobles, or Commons, to carry their .
Endeavours after Power {o far, as' to overthrow the
Balance: -Afd -it' would be enough to damp- their. -
‘Warmth in fuch Purfhits, if they could oncetefle®, that
ja fuch a Coutrfe.they will be fure to run upon the very
Rock that they meant to avoid; which I fuppofe they
would have us think, is-tlie Tyrknny of a fingle Perfon.
. Many Examples might be uced of the Endea- -
vours' from each of thefe three Rivals after abfolute
Power: But I fhall fuit my Difeourfe to the Time I
am writinﬁ it; and relate only fuch Diflenfions in-
Groece and Rome, between the Nobles ad Commons, .
with the Confequences- of them, wherein the latter-
were the Apgrefiors. '
- I'seALL begin with Greece, whiere my Obfervations -
fiall be confined to Arbéns; although feveral Inftances
might be broaght from other States thercof.

CHAP I

Of the Diffenfions in Athens between the-
: Few and_the Many.. -

"YHESEUS is the Firft, who is recorded with -
any Appearance:of Truth to have brought the..
Grecians from a barbarous Manner of Life, amon
feattered Villages, into Cities; and to have eftablith
the popular State in Atbens, afligning to ‘himfelf the
Guardianthip of the Laws, and chief Command in
War- He was forced, after fome Time to leave the:
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HAbvians to. their own Méafutés upon :account of -
their feditious Temper, -whick ever continued with
them -until the final Diffolution of their Government
by the Romans. It feems, ‘the -Gonntry about Mitica
was the moft.barren of any in Greeee 5 through which_
Means, it happemed .that the Nativés were never ex
pelled by the Fury of Invaders, (who tllon}ht it not
woth a Conqueft) but continued-always ' Abarigines;
and therefore retained, through all Revolutions, &
Tin&ture of that turbulent, Spirit wherewith their Go-
vernment began. This-Inftitution of T5¢fess appeareth
to have been rather a Sort of mixed Monarchy thaa
a popular Sgate; and for ought we kndw, might con-
tinue {o during. the Series of Kings, until the Death of
Lidrus, ~ From this laft Prinee, Solen was faid to be
defcended ; who finding the People engaged m two
violent Faions, of the Poor and the Rich, and
in great Confufion thereupan ; refufing the Monarchy
which was offered him, chofe rather to caft.the Go-
vernment after another Model, -wherein he 'made due
Provifion for fettling the Balance of Power, ehufing a
Senate of four hundred, and. difpefing the Magiftras
ties, and Offices, aceording to Mens Eftates; leaving
to the Multitude their Votesin ele&ing, and-the Power
of judging certain Procefles by App:f -"This Council
of four hundred was chofen, - a hundred out of each
‘Tribe ; and feemeth to have been'a ‘Body Reprefenta+
tive of the People ; :although the People Collettive res
ferved a Share of Power to themfelves: It is a Point
«of Hiftory perplexed éneugh:; but thus much is-certain;
that the Balance-of Power was provided for, elfe Pifi
Jfiratus, (called by Authors the Tyrant of .
dthens) could mever have:. goverpéd. fo  Herodot,
peaceably as he did, without changing any ~ 4%. 1. -
of Solen’s Laws, Thefe {tveral Powers o
together with that of the, drchon,: or chief:Magiftrate,
made up the Form' of GGovernment.in Atbexs, at what
Time it began to appear -upon. the Scene of AQion
aIld,sml’y. 4. REE SN LA SN T
R M B T R Trs
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% Tae:fish great Man bred apunder thil Inflitution
mvas Miitindes; who kived ‘about minety Years after

sSolom.; -and is reckoned'to'have been the firft great Ca-

in net omly of Arbens, but of al-Grées.” From the
Tithe of Miltiades 1o that of Photion, who is looked
apon as the laft famous General of Arbens, are-zbout

one huidred andthirty Years: -After-which they
were fubdued-and mfulted l;ly Alexander’s -Captaters,
and continued under feveral Revolutions, a fmaH
trucklinig State of ne Naghe, - or Reputation, -until
fhey fell.with the :reft of Grescr-under the Power of

- Durinc this Period From Mi/Kades t0 Phociorz, X
Yhall wdce the Condut of ithe Atheriians, with- Relation
ta their Diffenfions between-the PeorrE and fome of
their GENERALS ; who at that Time, by their Power
and Credit in the Army, in a warlike Commonwealth,
and often fupported by each other, were, with the
Magifttates and other Civil' Officers, a-Sort-of Coun-
ife to the Power .of  the ‘Peopl¢, -who fince the
Death -of Svlon; had already vAade great Ehcroach-
ments. ‘What thefe Diffenfions were, “how founded;
and .what thé Confequences of them, ‘I fhall briefly
and impartially relate. ’ ’ :
- FmusT here. premife, that the Nobles in Athens were
not at. this Time a .Corporate Affembly, that1 can
gather ; 1 therefore the Refentments of ‘the Commonms
werefually torged againft particular Perfons, and by
way of Articlesof Impeachment. Whereas the Com-
. mons in Rome, and fome other States, (as will appear
in proper, Place) although they followed this Method
upon Occafion, yet generally parfued the Enlargément.
of their Power,” by more fet-Quarrels-of one entire
Affembly againft another. However, the-Cuftom oF
particular Impeachments being not limited to former
Ages, any more than that of general Struggles, and
Diflenfions . between fixed. Aflemblies 'of Nobles and
‘Commans;.and the Ruin of Geeper having been owin,
to the former, as that of Rome was to the-Iatter ;' I
$hall treat on both exprefsly ; that thofe States, who are
. . concerned
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toicerned in either, (if at leaft there be any fuch now
inthe World) may, by obferving the Means and Iflues
of former Diflenfions, learn whether the Caufes are
dike in theirs; and if they find them to be fo, may
confider whether they ought not juftly to apprehend
the fame Effe&s.

To fpeak of every particular Perfon, impeached
by the Commons of Athens, within the compafs de-
figned, would introduce the Hiftory of almoft every
great Man they had among them. I fhall therefore
tke notice only of fix, who living in that Period of
Time when Athens was at the Height of its Glory,
(asindeed it could not be otherwife while fuch Hands
were at the Helm) although impeached for high Crimes
ard Mifdemeanors, fuch as Bribery, arbitrary Proceeds
irgs, mifatplying, or emlexzling publick Funds, ill Cone
42 at Sea, and the like; were honoured and lae
mented by their Country as the Prefervers of it; and
have had the Veneration of all ages fince juftly paid
to their Memories. .

MILTIADES was one of the Athemian Gene-
nils againft the Perfian Power ; and the famous Viftos
g 3t Marathon was chiefly owing to his Valour and

ondu®. Being fent fome time after to reduce the
Hland Paros, he miftook a great Fire at a Diftance for
the Flest, and being noways a Match for the Enemy,
fet fail to Athens. ~ At his Arrival he was impeacked
by the Commons for Treachery, although not able to
appear by reafon of his Wounds; fined 30,000 Crowns,
and died in Prifon. Although the Confequences of
this Proceeding upon the Affairs of Arbens, were no
more than the untimely Lofs of fo great and good a
Man, yet I could not forbear relating it. .«

HEIR next great Man was Ariffides: Befides the
Dighty Service he had done his Country in.the Wars ;
be was a Perfon of the firiGteft Juftice, and beft acs
auainted with the Laws, as well as Forms of their

overnment ; {o that he was in a manner Chancelitr
of Athens. ‘'This Man, upon a flight and falfe Accu-
fation of favouring arditrary Power, was banithed by

Vor. L. ag . Offracifm ;
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Offracifm ; which rendered into modern Engli/s, would ~
fignify, That they voted be fbonld be removed from their
Prefence and Councils for ever. But they had foon the
Wit to recall him ; and to that Ation owed the Pre—
fervation of their State by his future Services. For, it
maft be ftill confefled in behalf of the Athenian People,
that they never conceived themfelves-perfeitly infal-
lible, nor arrived to the Heights of modern Affemblies,
to make Obffimacy confirm what fudden Heat and Tz~
merity began. 'They thought it not below the Dignmity
of an Aflembly to endeavour at corre&ing an ill Step 3
at leaft to repent, ‘although it often fell out too late.
THEMISTOCLES was at firlt a Commoner
himfelf. It was he who raifed the Athenians to their
Greatnefs at Sea, which he thought to be the true and
conftant Intereft of that Commonwealth ; and the fa-
mous naval Vi&ory over the Perfians at Salamis was
owing to his Condu&. It feems the People obferved
fomewhat of Haughtinefs in his Temper and Beha-
+ wviour, and therefore banithed him for five Years ; but
finding fome {flight Matter of Accufation againft him,
they fent to feize his Perfon, and he hardly efcaped to
the Perfian Court; from whence, if the Love of his
Country had not furmounted its bafe Ingratitude to
him, he had many Invitations to return at the Head
of the Perfian Fleet, and take a terrible Revenge ; but
he rather chofe a voluntary Death.
Tz People of Athens impeached Pericles for mifa
ﬂyinietebe publick Revenues to bis owon private Ufe. e
n a Perfon of great Defervings from the Re-
Eublick, was an admirable Steaker, and very popular ;
is Accompts were confufed, and be avanted Time to adjuft
them ; therefore, merely to divert that Difficulty, and
the Confequences of it, he was forced to engage his
Country in the Peloponnefian War, the longeft that e-
ver was known in Greece, and which ended in the ut-
-ter Ruin of Athens.
Tur fame People having refolved to fubdue Sicily
fent a mighty Fleet under the Command of Nicias,
Lamachus, and Alcibiades ; the two former, Perfoon;
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of Age and Experience; the laft, a young Man of

noble Birth, excellent Education, and a plentiful For.-

tue. A little before the Fleet fet fail, it feemeth, one

Night, the Stone Images of Mercury, placed in feve-

rl Parts of the City, were all pared in the Face : This
Attion the Atbenians interpreted for a Defign of de-
froying the popular State’;'and dlcibiades, having been
formerly noted for the like Frolicks and Excurfions,
was immediately accufed of this. He, whether con-
fcious of his Innocence, or affured of the Secrecy, of-
fered to come to his Trial before he went to his Com-
mand : This the Atbenians refufed : But as foon as he
was got to Sicily they fent for him back, defigning to
take the Advantage, and profecute him in the Abfence
of his Friends, and of the Army, where he was very
powerful. It feemeth he underftood the Refentments
of a popular Affembly too well to truft them; and
therefore, inftead of returning, efcaped tq Sparsa;
where his Defire of Revenge prevailing over his Love
to his Country, he became its greateft Enemy. Mean
while, the Arbenians before Sicily, by the ¥)cath of
one Commander, and the Superftition, Weaknefs, and
perfed ilt Condu of the other, were uttesly deftroy-
ed; the whole Fleet taken, a miferable Slaughter
made of the Army, whereof hardly one ever return~
ed. Some time after this, Alibiades was recalled upon
bis own Conditions, by the Necefiities of the People,
and made chief Commander at Sea.and Land ; but
his Lieutenant engaging againft his pofitive Orders,
and being beaten by Lyfander ; Alcibiades was again
difgraced and banithed. However, the Athenians ha-
Vin§ loft all Strength and Heart fince their Misfortuné
at §icily, and now deprived of the only Perfon that
was able to recover their Lofles, repent of their Rafth-
nefs, and endeavour, in vain, for his Reftoration ; the
Perfian Lieutenant, to whofe Proteftion he fled, ma-
king him a Sacrifice to the Refentments of Ly/ander,
the General of-the Lacedemonians ; who now reduceth
all the Dominions of the Arbenians, takes the City,
razes their Walls, ruins éheir Works, and chzm%lt:.s
: 2 e
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the Form of their Government; which, although agai
reftored for fome time by Tkrafybulus, (as their Walls
were rebuilt by Conon) yet here we muft date the Fall
of the Athenian Greatnefs, the Pominion and chief
Power in Greece, from that Period, to the Time of
Alexander the Great, which was about fifty Years, be—
ing divided between, the|Spartans and Thebans : Al-.
4hough Philip, Alexander’s Father, "(the Moft Chriftiasn
King of that Age) had, indeed, fome time before, be-
gun to break in upon the Republicks of Greece, by Con—
ueft or Bribery ; particularly dealing large Money among
e popular Orators; by which he brought many of
them, as the Term of Art was then, to Philippize.

In the Time of Alexander and his Captains, the
Athenians were offered an Opportunity of recoverin
their Liberty, and being reftored to their former
State; but the wife Turn they thought to give the
Matter, was by an Impeachment and Sacrifice of the
Author to hinder the Succefs. For, after the De-
ftru&tion of Thebes by Mexander, this Prince deﬁgm'ng
the Conquett of Athens, was prevented by Phocion, she
Athenian General, then Ambaffador from that State ;
who, by his great Wifdom and Skill at Negotiation,
ivert ed Alexander from his Defign, and reftored the
Arbezizns to his Favour. The very fame Succefs he
had with Antipater after Alexander’s Death ; at which
‘Time, the Government was new regulated by So/on’s
Laws: But Polyperchon, in Hatred to Pbecion, having
by Order of the young King, whofe Governor he
was, reftored thofe whom Phocion had banithed ; the

. Plot fucceeded, Phociin was accufed by popular Ora-
ors, and put to Death.

THus was the moft pawerful Commonwealth of
all Greece, after great Degeneracies from the Inftite-
tion of Solon, utterly deftroyed by that rafh, jealous,
and inconftant Humour of the People, which was
never fatisfied to fee a General either wictorious, -or
unfortunate : Such ill Judges, as well as Rewarders,
have popular Affemblics been, of thofe who beft de-
ferved from them. ) ' Now

ow,

-
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Now, the Circamftance, which makes thefe Ex-
amples of more Importance, is, that this very Powerr
of the. People in Athens, claimed fo confidently for an
imberent Right,” and infifted on as the andonbted Privie
lege of an Athenian born, was the rankeft Encroach-
mentimaginable, and the grofleft Degeneracy from the
Form that Solon left them; /) Inj fhort; | their Govern
ment was grown into a Domisatio Plebis, or Tyramy of
the Peaple ; who, by de , had broke and ewer-
thrown that Balance which that Legiflator had very
well fixed and provided for. This appeareth not enly

fram what hath been already faid of that Lawgiver,
but more manifeftly from a Pafage in Dic- Lib. 28.°
dorus; who telleth ns, That Anupater, one s T
of Alexander’s Captains, abrogated the popuiar Govern-
ment, (in Athens), and reflored the Power of Suffrages
and Magifiracy, to fuch anly, as were: avorth tave thou<
Jand Drachmas ; by which Means, (faith he) that Repu~
blick came to be again adminiftred by the Laws of Selon.
By this Quotation, it is manifeft, that this great Au-
thor looked upon Selon’s Inftitution, and a populay
Government to be two different Things. And as for
this Reftoration by Antipater, it had neither Confe~
quence nor Continuance worth obferving.

I might eafily produce many more Examples, but
thefe are {ufficient: And it may be-worth the Reader’s
Time to refle&, a little, on.the Merits of the Caufe,
as well as of the Men who had been thus dealt with
by their Country. I fhall dire& tim no further; than
by repeating, that Ariflides was the moft renowned
by the People themfelves for his exa®t Fufiice, and
Knovledge in the Law. That Themiflocles was a moft
fortunate Admiral, and had got-a mighty Victory over
the great King of Perfia’s Fieet. 'That Pericles was an
able Minifter of State, an excellent Qrator, and a Man
of Letters : And laftly, that Plocion; befides the Suc-
eefs of his Arms, was al{e- renowned for his Nego-
tiations abroad; baving, in am Embaffy, brought the
greaveff Monarch of the World; at thas Time; 0 the

C3 : Torng
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Terms of an benowrable Peace, ty evbich bis Goxntry awas
prefarved. .

I fhall conclude my Remarks upom Arbens, with
the Charaler given us of that People by Podybiss.
About this Time, {aith he, #he Athemians were govermed
by two Men; quite funk in their affairs; bad kitthe or
wo Commerce avith) the raft of  Greece, and avere becoms
great Rewverencers of cronuned Heads.

For, from the Time of Alrxander’s Captains, until
Greece was fnbdued by the Romass, (to the latter Part
of which this Defcription of Polybins falleth in) Atbens
never produced one famous Man, either for Councils
.or Arms, or hardly for Learning. And, indeed it was-

Pohb. 2 dark infipid Periad through all Greece :
~99%  Far, except. the Achaian Lieague under Ara-
tws and Philopemen ; and the Endeavours of 4gis and
Cleamenes to reftore the State of Sperta, fo frequently
harafled with Tyrannies, occafianed by the popular
PraQlices of the Epbori; there was very little worth
vocording,  All which Confequences may, perhaps,
be juftly 1mputed to this Degenetacy of dtbens.

CHAP I

Of the Diffenfions besween the Patricians and
Plebeians i# Rome 3 with the Confequen-
ces they bad upon that State.

AVING, in the foregoing Chapter, confined
myfelf to the Proceedinfrs”o the Commons, on-
ly by the Methad of Impeachments againft particular
Perfons, with the fatal Effets they had upon the State
of Atbens ; 1 thall now treat of the Diffanfions at Rame,
between the People and the colleive Body of the
Patricians or Nobles. It is a large Subje& ; but J fhall
draw it into as narrow a Compafs as I can.
 As Greece, from the moft antient Accounts we have
of it, was divided into feveral Kingdoms, fo was ?o&
. art
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Pat of 1aly imto feveral petty i . And
ai thofe Kings in Greece are (aid 1o have Di .
bern depofed by their. Peaple’ zpon the Honf. .
feore of their arbitrary Broceedings ; fo, car.
onthe comtrary, the Commonwealths of lraly wete
all fwallowed ap, and concluded in thie Tyranny of
the Roman Eavperors. \However, the Differences be-
tween thofe Grecian Monarchies, and Zaefian Repar
blicks, wese not very great. For, bythe Accounts
Homer giveth us of thofe Grecian Princes, who came
tw the Siege of Troy, as welk as by feveral Paflages in
the Odygley ; it is manifeft, that the Power of thefe:
Princes, in their feveral States, was mach of a Size
with that of the Kings in Sparta, the Archon at Atbens,
the Suffetes at Carthage, and the Confuls in Rome: So
thata limited and divided Power feemeth to have been
the moft antient and inherent Principles of both thofe
People in Matters of Government. And fuch did that
of Rome continue from the Time of Roewius, although
with fome Interruptions,” to Fabkius Cefar ; when it
ended in the Tyraany of 2 fingle Perfon. During
which Period, (not many Years longer than from the
Normaz Conqueft to our Age) the Commons were:
growing, by degrees, into Power and Property, geinin
ground upo)r'\ the Patricians, as it were I‘::ch b%ul:ldg
antil ac laft they quite ovesturned the Balance ; leaving
all Doors open to the Prattices of popular and amin-
tious Men, who deftroyed the wifeft Republick, and
enflaved the nobleft People that ever entered upon the
Stage of the World. By what Steps and Degrees
this was brought to pafs, fhall be the Subjeét of my
prefent Inguiry. . .
WiuiLe Romz was governed by Kings, the Monar-
chy was altogether ele@ive. Romulus himfelf, when he
had bailt the City, was declared King by the univerfal
Confent of the People, and by Augury which was then
underfiood for dicvine Appointment. Among other Di-
vifions he made of the People, one was into Patrici-
ans and Plebeians : 'The former were like the Barons
of England, fome Time after the Conqueft; and the.

latter
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jatter are alfe defcribed to be.almokt exatlly what owr
Commons were then: For they were Dependants upon
the Patricians, ‘whom they chofe for their Patrons and
Prote&ors, to anfwerfor their A ance, and defend
them in any Procefs . They alio {upplied their Patrons
with Money, in Exchange for their Proteftion. ‘This
Cuftom of Patraxage, ) it| feemeth;- was. (very antient,
and long pratifed among the Greeks.

Qur of thefe Patricians Romulus chofe an hundred
to be a Senate, or Grand Cowncil, for Advice, and Af-
fiftance to him. in the Adminiftration. The Senate
therefore, originally confifted all of Nobles, and were,
of themfelves, a flanding Council; the People being
only convoked upon fuch Occafions, as by this Infti-
tution of Romulus fell into their Cognizance: Thefe
were to conftitute. Magiftrates, to give their Votes for
-making Laws, and to-advife upon entering on a War:
But, the two former. of thefe popular Privileges, were:
ta be confirmed by the Authority of the Senate ; and
the laft was only permitted at the King's Pleafure.
This was the utmoft Extent of Power pretended by the
Cortmons in the Time of Romulus ;. all the reft being
divided: between the King and the Senate ;. the whole
agreeing very nearly with the Conftitution of England,
for fome Centuries after the Conqueft..

ArTER a.Year’s Inteeregnum from-the Death of Ro~
mulus, the Senate of their own Authority, chofe a Suc-
ceflor, and a Stranger; merely upon the Fame of his
Virtue, without: afking the Confent of the Commons;
which Cuftam they likewife obferved in the two fol-
Jowing Kings.. But, in the. Elettion of Tarquinius
Prifcus, the fifth King, we firft hear mentioned, that
it was done, Populi impetrata wenia; which, indeed,
was but very reafonable for a free People to expeéts
although I cannot remember in. my little Reading, by

what Incidents they were brought to advance fo great
a Step. However it were, this Prince, in gratitude
to the People, by whofe.Confent-he was chofen, eletts
¢d an hundred Senators out of the. Commons ; whofe
. Number,
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Namber, with former Additions, now amousted to *

three hundred. .
_ Tuz-People, having once difcovered their own
Strength, did foon take occafion to exert it, and that
by very great Degrees. For, at this King’s Death,
[(who was murdered by the Sons of a former) being
ata Lofs for a Succeflor; Sepviss)Tudlius; aStranger,
and of mean Extra&ion, was chofen Protector of the
Kingdom, by the Pesple, without the Confent of the
Senate ; at which the Nobles being difpleafed, he
wholly applied himfelf to gratify the Commons ; and
was by them declared. and confirmed no longer Pro-

tc&or, bﬂt K‘nﬁrﬂ

Tuis Prince firft introduced the Cuftom of givin
Freedom to Servants, fa as to become Citizens of equ
" Privileges wish the reft ; which very mach contributed
10 increafe the Power of the People. ,

Tups, in a very few Years, the Commons procesd-
el fo far as to wreft even the Power-of chufing &
King entirely out of the Hands of the Nobles : Which
was {o great a Leap, and caufed {uch a Conwvulfion
and Struggle in the State, that the Canftitution could
not bear 4t ; but civil Diflanfians arofe, which immediy
ately were followed by the Tyranny of a fingle Perfon,.
4 this was by the utter Subverfion of the Regal Govesmn.
ment, and by a Settlement upen a new Foundation..
Far, the Nobles, fpighted at this Indignity done thema
by the Commons, ﬁgnnly united in a Body, depofed
this Prince by plain Fosce, and chofe Targum .the
Proud ; who, running into all the. Forms and Methods
of Tyranny, after a cruel Reign, was expelled by am
univerfal Concurrence.of Nobles and People, whom
the Miferies of his Reign bad reconciled., '

WuEen the confular Government began, the Balance
of Power between the Nobles and Plebeians was fixed

anew. The two firft Confuls were nominated by the-

Nobles, and confirmed by.the Commens ; and a Law
was enacted, Thatno Perfon thould bear any Magiftrar
<y in Reme, injuffi populi ; thavis, without Coxfess of the

I

-
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In fuch torbulent Times as thefe, many of the
poorer Citizens had contratted aumerous Debts, eithex
to the richer Sort among themfelves, or to Senators
and other Nobles: and the Cafe of Debtors in Rozrze,
for the firft four * Centuries, was, after the fet Time
. 4 wihe for Payment, no Choice, but either to

ndit pay, or, be the Creditor’s Shave. In
condiia. this ' Juné&ure, the Commons leave the
City in Mutiny and Difcontent ; and will not retayry,
hut upon comﬁtion to be acquitted of all their Debts 3
and moreover, that certain Magiftrates be chofen year=
1y, whofe Bufinefs it fhall be to defend the Commons
from Injuries. Thefe are called Tribunes of the People,
their. Perfons are held facred and inviolable, and the
People bind themfelves by Oath, never to abrogate the
Office. By thefe Tribures, " in Procefs of Time, the
People were grofsly impofed on, to ferve the Turns.
and Occafions of revengeful or ambitious Men ; and
to-commit fuch Exorbitances, as could not end, but
in the Diffolution of the Government. ’ .

Furss Tribunes, a Year or two after their Inftitu-
tion, kindled great Diffenfions betweenthe Nobles and’
the Commons ; en the account of Coriolanus, a Noble-
man whom the latter had impeached”; and the Confe~

quences of whofe Impeachment (if I had not confined.
mylelf to Grecian Examples for that Part of my Sub~
je&) had like to have been fo fatal to their State.
And, from this Time, the Tribunes begun a Cuftom
of accufing, to the People, whatever Nobles they plea-
fed ; feveral of whom were basithed, or put to death;
imevery Age.

Ar this Time the Romaxs were very much engaged
in Wars with their neighbouring States ; but upon the
leaft Intervals of Peace, the Quarrels between the
Nobles and the Plbeians would revive; and one of
the moft frequentSubjeéts of their Differences, was the
vonguered Lapds, whichthe Commons would fain have
divided among the Publick ; but the Senate could not
‘be brought to.give their @onfent. For feveral of the
wifeft among the Nobles began to apprehend the

growing,
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growing Power of the People ; and therefore, knowing
what an Acceffion thereof would accrue to them, by
fuch an Addition of Property, ufed all Means to pre-
vetit: For this the Appian Family was moft noted ;
ad thereupon moft hated by the Commons. One of
them, having made a Speech againtt this Divifion of
Lands, was impeached by the People of High Treafon,
and 2 Day appointed for his T'rial ; but he, difdain-
ing to make his Defence, chofe rather the ufual Rozax
Remedy of killing himfelf : After whofe Death, the
Commons prevailed, and the Lands werse divided a~
mong them.

Tnrs Point was no fooner gained, but new Diffen-
fions began: For the Plebeians would fain have a Law
tnafted, to lay all Mens Rights and Privileges upon
the fame Level; and to enlarge the Power of every
Magiftrate, within his own Jurifdi®tion, as much as
that of the Confuls. The Tribunes alfo obtained to
kave their Number doubled, which before Diony.
%2 five ; and the Author tells us, that their HZI? :
Infolence and Power increafed with their car.
Number ; and the Seditions were alfo doubled with it.

B the Beginning of the fourth Century, from the
Building of game, the Tribunes proceeded fo far, in
the Name of the Commons, as to accufe and fine the
Confuls themfelves, who reprefented the kingly Power.
And the Senate obferving, how, in all Contentions,
they were forced to yield to the Tribunes and People,
thought it their wifeft Courfe to give Way alfo to
Time: Therefore a Decree was made to fend Ambaf-
fdors to Atbens, and the other Grecian Common-
wealths, planted in that Part of Jtaly called Gracia
M‘j", to make a Colle&tion of the beft Laws; out of
%hich, and fome of their own, a new compleat Body
o Laws was formed, afterwards known by the Name
fthe Lawws of the Tavelve Tables.

To digeft thefe Laws into Order, ten Men were
thofen, and the Adminifiration of all Affairs left in
their Hands : What Ufe they made of it, hath been
dready fhewn. It was certainly a great Revolution,

produced
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produced entirely by the many unjaft Encroachments
-of the People ; and might have wholly changed the
Fate. of Rome, if the Folly and Vice of thofe who were
chiefly concerned, could have fuffered it to take Root.

A féw Years after, the Commons made further
Advances on the Power .of the Nobles; demanding,
among the reft,’ that 'the Confulfhip, 'which hitherto
liad only been difpofed ‘to the former; fhould, now lie
ih common to the Pretenfions of any Romar what-
ever. This, although it failed at prefent, yet after-
wards obtained, aﬁwas a miglty Step to the Ruin

of the Commonwealth. .

* Wuat I have hitherto faid ‘of Roine, hath been
<hiefly colleéted out of that exat and diligent Writer
Dionyfius Halicarnaffeus ; whofe Hiftory (through the
Injury of Time) reacheth no farther'than to the Be-
gmning of the fourth Century, after the Building of
.%;m—. The reft I fhall fupply from other Authors ;
-although I do not think it neceflary fo deduce this
‘Matter any farther, fo very particularly as I have hi-
therto done. X B

To point at what Time the Balance of Power was
moft equally held- between the Lords and Commons in

Romre, would, perhaps, admit a Controverfy. Polybi-
Fragm us telleth us, That, in the fecond Punick War, |
b, 6.' the Carthaginians weré declining, becaufe |

' the Balance was got too much on the Side |
of the People; whereas the Romans were in their |
greateft Vigour, by the'Power remaining in the Se-
‘Hate ; yet this was between two and three hundred
Years after the Period Dionyfiiis endeth with ; in which
‘Time the Commons had made feveral further Ac-
quifitions. 'This, however, muft be granted, that
(until about the Middle' of the fourth Century) when
the Senate appeared refolute at any Time upon exert-
ing their Authority, and adhered clofely together, they
Dio ”.!ﬁ‘“ ~ .did often carry their Point. chﬁdes it is

. abferve]d by flh’;‘ b’eﬂ:?uthox}éa, that }n all t:e

uarrels an umults at Kome, from the
sach, . Expulfion-of the Kings ; although the Pec;-
- . P (4
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ple frequently proceeded to rude eontumelious Lan«
guage, and fometimes fo far as to pull and hale one a-
nother about the Forum : yet no Blood was ever drawn
inany popular Commotions, until the Time of the Grac-
di: However, I am of Opinion, that the Balance had
begun many Years before to lean to the popular Side.
But this Default was correted, partly by the Principle
jut mentioned, of never drawing'Blood 'in-aTumult ;
partly by the warlike Genius of the People, , which, in
thofe Ages, was almoft perpetually employed ; and part-
ly by their great Commanders, who, by the great Cre-
dit they had in their Armies, fell into the Scales as a
farther Counterposife to the growing Power of the Peo-
Pe. Befides, Polybius, who lived in the Time of Scipso
4fricanus the younger, had the fame Apprehenfions of
the continual Encroachments made by the Commons ;
and being a Perfon of as great Abilittes, and as much
Sag:gdty as any of his Age ; from obferving the Cor-
mptions which, he faith, had already entered into the
Roman Conftitution, did very nearly i{)rctel what would
be the Iffue of them. His Words are very remarkable,
and with little Addition may be rendered to
‘b{S Purpofe.  That thofe Abufes and Corru- Lib.s,
ions, awbich in Time defiray a Government, are
Jrun alomg avith the wery Seeds of it, and both grow up
logesher :* And that, as Ruft eateth away Iron, and Worms
“vr Wood ; and both are a Sort of Plagues, born and
bred along avith the Subflance they defiroy ; fo with every
Form and Scheme of Government that Man can invent,
e Vice, ar Corruption crecpeth in awith the wvery Inflitu-
Yion, avbich groaveth up along with, and at lafi defirgys it.

he fame Author in another Place ventureth

fo far a5 to guefs at the particular Fate which  Fragm.
would attend the Roman Government. He /4. 6.
fith, its Ruins would arife from the popular

umults, which would introduce a Dominatio Plekis,
o Tyranny of the People: Wherein, it is certain, he

ad Reafon, and therefore, might have adventured to
Ptlue his Conjeftures fo far, as to the Confequences
ofa popular Tyranny ; which, as perpetual Experienge
-You. L, D teacheth,
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teacheth, never faileth to be followed by the arbitrary

Government of a fingle Perfon.
AgpouT the Middle of the fourth Century from the

Building of Rome, it was declared lawful for Nobles and

Plebeians to intermarry ; which Cuftom, among many

other States, hath proved the moft effetual Means to

ruin the former, and raife the latter,

AnD now, the greateft Employments in the State
were, one after another, by iaws forcibly ena&ted
by the Commons, made free to the People; the Cor-
Julpbip itfelf, the Office of Cenfor, that of the Queflors,
or Commiffioners of the Treafury, the Office of Pretor,
or Chief Fuflice, the Prieflbood, and even that of
Diftator : 'The Senate, after long Oppofition, yielding,
merely for prefent Quiet, to the continual urging Cla-
mours of the Commons, and of the Tribunes their Ad-
vocates. A Law was likewife enafted, that the Ple-
bifcita, or, a Vote of the Houfe of Commons, thould

be of univerfal Obligation. Nay, inTime,
‘Dionyf.  the Method of enaling Laws was wholly
%ib. 2. inverted: For, whereas the Senate ufed of

old, to confirm the Plbifita; the People
did at laft, as they pleafed, confirm, or difannul, the
Senatufconfulta. . .

APPIUS CLAUDIUS brought in a Cuftom of
admitting to the Senate, the Sons of freed Men, or of
fuch who had once been Slaves ; by which, and fuc-
cceding Alterations of the like Nature, that great
Council degenerated into a moft corrupt and faltious
Body of Men divided againtt itfelf; and its Aathority
‘became defpifed.

Tue Century and half following, to the End of the’
third Punick War, by the Deftru&tion of Carthage,
was a very bufy Period at Rome: The Intervals be-
tween every War -being {o fhort, that the Tribunes and
People had hardly Leifure or Breath to engage in
domeftick Diffenfions : However, the little Time they
could {pare, was generally employed the fame Way.
So Terentius Leo, a Tribune, is recorded -to have
bafely proftituted the Privileges of a Roman Citizen,

. . in
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in perfect Spite to the Nobles. So the great Afvican
Sdpio, and his Brother after all their mighty Services,
were impeached by an ungrateful Commons.

HowkeveRr, the warlike Genius of the People, and
continual Employment they had for it, ferved to di-
vert this Humour from running into a Head, until the
Age of the Gracchi.

Tugse Perfons entering the Scene, in the Time of a
full Peace, fell violently upon advancing the Power of
te People, by reducing into Praftice all thofe En-
aoachments, which they had been fo many Years
gaining. There were, at that Time, certain conguer-
¢ Lands to be’ divided ; befides a great private E_g/latc
kft by a King. 'Thefe, the Tribunes, by Procure-
ment of the elder Gracchus, declared by their legifla-
tve Authority, were not to be difpofed of by the
Nobles ; but by the Commons only. The younger Bro-
ther purfued the fame Defign; and befides, obtained a
Law, that all Jralians fhould vote at Ele@ions, as well
a the Citizens of Rome : In fhort, the whole Endea-
Sows of them both, perpetually turned upon retrench-
ing the Nobles Authority in all Things, gut efpecially
In the Matter of Fudicature. And although they both
lof their Lives in thofe Purfuits, yet they traced out
fuch Ways, as were afterwards followed by Marius,
Sylla, Pompey, and Cefar, to the Ruin of the Roman
Freedom and Greatnefs. ,

o, in the Time of Marius; Saturninus, a Tri-
ne procured a Law, that the Senate would be bound,

y Oath, to agree to whatever the People would enaét:
And Mariys himfelf, while he was in that Office of

fibune, is recorded to have, with great Induftry,
Wed all Endeavours for deprefling the Nobles, and
tafing the People ; particularly for cramping the for-
Rer in their Power of Fudicature; which was their
™f! antient inberent Right.

STLL 4, by the fame Meafures, became abfolute

Jrant of Rome: He added three hundred Commons
© the Senate, which perplexed the Power of the
Whole Qrder, and rendered it ineffe@tual ; then, fling-

D2 ing
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ing off the Mafk, he abolifhed the Office of Tribune,
as being only a Scaffold to Tyranny ; whereof he had
no further Ufe.

As to Pompey and Cefar 5 Plutarch telleth-us, that
their Union for pulling down the Nodles, (by their
Credit with the People) was the Caufe of the Civil-
War, which ended, in the Tyranny, of, the latter;
both of them, in their Confulfhips, having ufed all
Egdeavours and Occafions for finking the Authority
of the Patricians, and giving Way to all Encroach-
ments of the People, wherein they expeted beft to
find their own Account. -

Frowm this Deduction of popular Encroachments in
Rome, the Reader will eafily judge how much the
Balance was fallen upon that Side. Indeed, by this
Time the very Foundation was removed, and it was
a moral Impoffibility, that the Republick could fubfift
any longer. For, the Commons having ufurped the
Offices of the State, and\ trampled on the Senate, there
was no Government left but a Dominatio Plebis : Let
us, therefore, examine, how they proceeded in this
‘Conjunéture.

I think it is an univerfal Truth, that the People
are much more dextrous at pulling down, and fetting
ap, than at preferving what is fixed : And they are
not fonder of feizing more than their own, than they
are of delivering it up again to the awor/e Bidder, with
their own into the Bargain. For, although in their
corrupt Notions of Divine Worthip, they are apt to
multiply their Gods ; yet their earthly Devotion is
feldom paid to above one Idol at a Time, of their
own Creation ; whofe Oar they pull with lefs Mur-
muring, and much more Skill, than when they /are
the Lading, or even bold the Helr.

Tue feveral Provinces of the - Roman Empire,
were now governed by the great Men of their State ;
. thofe upon the Frontiers with powerful Armies, either
for Conqueft, or Defence. Thefe Governors upon
any Defigns of Revenge, or Ambition, were fure to
meet with a divided Power at home; and therefore

bent
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bent all their Thoughts and Applications to-clofe in
with the People ; who were now, by many Degrees,
the fronger Party. Two of the greateft Spirits that
Rome ever produced, happened to live at the fame
Time, and to be engaged in the fame Purfuit ; and
this at a Jun&ure the moft dangerous for fuch a Con-
telt. Thefe were Pompey dnd /Cefar ;) two Stars of fuch
aMagnitude, that their ConjuncZion was as likely to be
fatal, as their Oppofition.

THE Tribunes and People, having now fubdued all
Competitors, began the laft Game of a prevalent Popu~
lace, which is that of chufing them{glvcs a Mafler ;
while the Nobles forefaw, and ufed all Endeavours
left them, to prevent it. The People, at firft, made
Pompey their Admiral, with full Power over all the
Mediterranean ; foon after, Captain-General of all the
Roman Forces, and Governor of Afia. Pompey, on the
ether Side, reftored the Office of Tribune, which Sylla,
had put down; and, in his Confulthip, procured a
Law for examining into the Mifcarriages of Men. in Office,.
or Command, for twenty Years pafi. Many other Ex.
amples of Pompey’s Popularity, are left us on Record,.
who was a perfeét Favourite of the People, and de-
figned to be more;_ but his Pretenfions grew ftale, for
want of a timely Opportunity to introduce them upon
the Stage. For Ce¢far, with his Legions in Gaul, was
a fperpﬂual Check upon his Defigns; and in the Arts
of pleafing the People, did foon after get many Lengths
beyond him. He telleth us himfelf, that the Senate,
by a bold Effort, having made fome fevere Decrees
againft his Proceedings, and againft the Tribunes ; thefe

left the City, and went over to his Party, and con-
fequently along with them the AffeCtions and Interefts
of the People ; which is further manifeft, from the Ac-
counts he giveth us of the Citizens, in feveral Towns,
mutinying againft their Commanders, and delivering:
both to his Devotion. Befides, Cefar’s publick and.
avowed Pretenfions for beginning the Civil War, were
10 reftore the Tribunes and the People, oppreflpd (as.
be pretended) by the Nobles. :
D3 TH1s:
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THuis forced Pompey, againft his Inclinations, upon '
the Neceflity of changing Sides, for Fear of being for-
{aken by both ; and of c%oﬁng in with the Senate and '
chief Magiftrates, by whom he was chofen General
againft Cefar.

* THus, at length, the Semate (at leaft the primitive |
Part of them, the Nob/es ) under Pampey; and the Com-
mons under Cefar, came to a final Decifion of the long
Quarrels between them. For, I think, the Ambition

of private Men did, by no means, begin, or occafion

this War ; although Civil Diflenfions never fail of in~
. troducing, and fpiriting the Ambition of private Men,
who thus became, indeed, the great Inftruments for the
deciding of fuch Quarrels, am?:t laft are fure to feize
on the Prize. But no Man, who fees a Flock of Vul-
tures hovering over two Armies ready to engage, can
Juttly charge the Blood drawn in the Battle to them,
although the Carcafles fall to their Share. For, while
the Balance of Power is equally held, the Ambition of
private Men, whether great Commanders or Orators,
5iveth neither Danger nor Fear, nor can pofiibly ens
ave their Country ; but, That once broken, the di-
vided Parties are forced to unite each to its Head, un-
der whofe Condu&, or Fortune, one Side is, at firft,
viorious, and, at laft, both are Slaves. And, to put
it paft Difpute, that this entire Subverfion of the Ro-
man Liberty and Conftitution, was altogether owing to
thofe Meafures which had broke thé Balance between
the Patricians and Plebeians ; whereof the Ambition of
_particular Men, was but an Effe® and Confequence ;
we need only confider, that, when the uncorrupted Part
of the Senate, had, by the Death of Cefar, made one
great Effort to reftore their former State and Liberty,
the Succefs did not anfwer their Hopes ; but that whole
Affembly was {o funk in its Authority, that thofe Pa-
triots were forced to fly, and give way to the Madnefs
of the People ; who, by their own Difpofitions, ftirred
up with the Harangues of their Orators, were now
wholly bent upon fingle and defpotick Slavery. Elfe,
haow
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kow could fuch a Profligate as Ahrony, or a Boy of
eighteen like O&awius, ever dare to dream - of giving
the Law to fuch an Empire and People? Wherein
the latter fucceeded, and entailed the' vileft Tyranny
that Heaven, in its Anger, ever infli®ed on a corrapt
and poifoned People: And this with: fo little- Appear--
ance, at Cefar’s Deatlr)/thatwhen Citero(wrote o Bru--
#us, how he had prevailed by his Credit with OZawis,.
o promife him (Brutus) Pardon and Security for his.
Perfon ; that great Roman received the Notice with
the utmoft Indignity, and returned Cicero an Anfwer
{yet upon Record) full of the higheft Refentment and
Contempt for fuch an Offer, and from fuch a Hand.

Here ended all Shew, or Shadow of Liberty in.
Rome : Here was the Repofitory of all the wife Con-
tentions and Struggles for Power, between the Nobles
and Cemmons, lapped up fafely in the Bofom of a
Nero and a Caligula, a Tiberius and a Domitian.

LET us now fee from this Deduction of particular
Impeachments, and general Diffenfions in Greece and
Reme, what Conclufions may naturally be formed for
Infiru&ion of any other State, that may haply, upon.
many Points, labour under the like Circumftances.

CHAP. IV.

PON the Subje of Impeachments we may ob-

ferve, that the Cuftom of accufing the Nob/es to
the Pesple, either by themfelves, or their Orators
(now ftyled, An Impeackment in the name of the Com-
mons) hath been very antient, both in Greece and Rome,,
as well as Carthage ; and therefore may feem to be
the inherent Right of a free People ; -nay, perhaps it
isreally fo : But then, it is to be confidered, fir/, that
this Caftom was peculiar to Republicks, or fuch States
where the Adminiftration lay principally in the Hands
of the Commons ; and ever raged more, or lefs, ac-
cording to their Encroachments upon abfolute Power ;
having always becn looked upon, by the wifeft Mené

an
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and beft Authors of thofe Times, as an Effe& of L.ix
centioufnefs, and not of Liberty ; a Diftin&tion which
no Multitude, either reprefented or collective, hath been,
at any time, very nice in obferving. However, per-"
‘haps this Cuftom, in a popular State, of impeaching
-particular Men, may feem to be nothing elfe but the
-People’s chuﬁng, upon Qccafion, toexercife their own
Jurifdi€tion in Perfon ; as if a King of England fhould
fit as Chief Juftice in his Court of King’s Bench ; which,
they fay, in former Times he fometimes did. But,
in Sparta, which was called a kingly Government,
although the People were perfeéily free ; yet, becaufe
the Adminiftration was n the two Kings, and the
Epbori, (with the Aflitance of the Senate) we read of |
no Impeachments by the People ; nor was the Procefs
againft great Men, either upon account of Ambition,
or ill Condu&, although it reached fometimes to Kings
themfelves, ever formed that way, as I can recolle¢t ;
-but only paffed through thofe Hands where the Admi-
niftration lay.. So likewife,_durinf the regal Govern-
ment in Rome, although it wese inftituted a mix’d Mo-
narchy, and the People. made great Advances in Pow-
er; yet I do not remember to.have read of one Im-
peachment from the Commons againft a Patrician, un-
til the Confular State began, and the People had made.
great Encroachments upon:the. Adminiftration.
Anoruer Thing to be confidered is ; that allowing
-this Right of Impeachment to be as.inherent as they
pleafe; yet, if the Commons have been perpetually
miftaken in the Merits of the Caufes and the Perfons,
as well as in the Confequences of fuch Impeachments
upon the Peace of the State ; we cannot conclude. lefs,
than that the Commons in Greece and Rome, (whatever
they may be in other States) were, by no means,
qualified either as Profecutors, or Judges, in fuch Mat-
ters ; and therefore, that it would have been prudent,
to referve thefe Privileges dormant, never to be pro-
duced but upon very great and urging Occafions, where
the State is in apparent Danger, the univerfal Body of
the People in Clamours againt the Adminiftration, and
0]
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1o other Remedy in View. But, for a few popular
Orators, or T'ribunes, upon the Score ¢f perfonal Picques;
orte employ the Pride they conceivve in feeing themfelves at
the Head of @ Party ; or as a Method for Advancement ;
ormved by certain powerfil Arguments, that could make
Demofthenes Philippize : For {uch Men, I fay, when
the State would, of itfelf, gladly be quiet, and hath
befides Affairs of the laft Tmportance upon the Anvil;
T4 impeach Miltiades after a great Navval Vittory, for not
pefiing the Perfian Fleet: To impeack Ariftides, the
Perfon moft werfed among them in the Knowsledge and Pra-
&ice of their Laws, for a blind Sufpicion of bis alling
ir an arlitrary Way ; that is, as they expound it, not in
tcert with the People: To impeach Pericles, after all
bis Serices, for a few inconfiderable Accompts ; or To
inpeach Phocion, awbo bad been guilty of mo other Crime,
bt negotiating a Treaty for the Peace and Security of bis
Cauntry: What could the Continnance of fuch Pro-
ceedings end in, but the utter Difcouragement of afl
ituous Aions and Perfons, and confequently in the
Ruin of a State ? Therefore, the Hiftorians of thofe
Ages, feldom fail to fet this Matter in all its Lights;
leaving us the higheft and moft honourable Jdeas of
thofe Perfons, who fuffered by the Perfecution of the
People, together with the fatal Confequences they
bad; and how the Profecutors feldom failed to repent
when it was too late. :
Tuese Impeachments perpetually falling upon
many of the beft Men, both in Greece and Rome, are a
Clood of Witneffes, and Examples enough to difcou-
fage Men of Vittue and Abilities from engaging in the
Service of the Publick ; and help, on the other Side,
t0 introduce the Ambitious, the Covetous, the Super~
ficial, and the Ill defigning; who are as apt to be bold,
and forward, and meddling, as the former are to be
Cautious, and -modeft, and referved. This was fo well
nown in Greece, that an Eagernefs after Employments
In the State, was looked upon by wife Men, as the
¥or} Title a Man could fet up ; and made Plato fay,
Tbat if all Men avere as good as they ought 5 the Quarrel
ink
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in a Commonwealth awould be, wot as it is mow, avke
thould be Minifiers of State, but awho fhould not be fo.
Lib. Memorab And Socrates is .in_trodnced by Xerc-

) " phon feverely chiding a Friend of his
for not entering into the publick Service, when he was
every way qualified forit. Such a Backwardnefs there

was at that Time amongigood Men to engage with an

, ufurping People, and a’Set of prag-
Lib. 11. matical ambitious Orators. And Dig;-

dorus telleth us, That when the Petalifm was ereéted at

Syracufe, in Imitation of the Ofiracifim at Athens, it
was fo notorioufly levelled againft all who had either
Birth or Merit to recommend them, that whoever
poffefed either withdrew for fear, and would have no
Concern in publick Affairs. So that the People
themfelves were forced to abrogate it for fear of
bringing all Things into Confufion.

THere is one Thing mere to be obferved, where-
in all the popular Impeachments in Greece and Rome
feem to have agreed ; and that was a Notion they had
of being concerned in Point of Honour to condemn
whatever Perfon they impeached, however frivolaus

“the Articles were upon which they began; or how-
ever weak the Surmifes, whereon they were to
roceed in their Proofs. For, to conceive, that the
y of the People could be miftaken, was an indi-
gnity not to be imagined, until the Confequences had
cenvinced them when it was paft Remedy. And, I
Jook upon this as a Fate to which all popular Accufa-
tions are fubjett ; although I fhould think that the'
Saying, Vox Populi, Vox Dei, ought to be underftood
of the univerfal Bent and Current of a People ; not
the bare Majority of a few Reprefentatives 3 which is
often procured by listle Arts, and great Induftry and
Application ; wherein thofe, who engage in the Pur-
{uits of Malice and Revenge, are much more fedulous
than fuch as would prevent them.

Frowm what hath been deduced of the Diffenfions in
Rome, between the two Bodies of Patricians and Ples
eians, feveral Reflexions may be made.

Firfs
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Fiff, That when the Balance of Power is duly
fied in a State, nothing is more dangerous and un-
wife than .to give way to the fir#? Steps of popular
Encroachments ; which is ufually done either in
Hopes of procuring Eafe and Quiet from fome vexa-
tioss Clamour ; or elfe made merchandize, and merely

bt and fokd. This is breaking|into)a|Conftitution
toferve a prefent Expedient, or fupply a prefent Exi-

cy : The Remedy of an Empyrick to ftifle the pre-

t Pain, but with certain Profpett of fudden and
temible Returns. When a Child groweth eafy and
tontent by being humoured ; and when a Lover be-
cometh fatisfied %y fmall Compliances, without further
Purfuits; then expeét to find popular Affemblies con-
tent with {mall Conceflions. ff?there could one fingle
Example be brought from the whole Compafs of Hi-
fory, of any one popular Aflembly, who after begin-
ting to contend for Power, ever fat-down quictly
with a «certain Share: -Or, if one Inftance could be
prodaced of a popular Affembly, that ever knew, or
propofed, or declared -what Share of Power was their
due; then might there be fome Hopes that it were a
Matterto be adjufted by Reafonings, by Cenferences,
or Debates : ‘But fince all that is manifeftly otherwife,
Ifee no other Courfe to be taken in a fettled State,
than a fteady conftant Refolution in thofe to whom
the reft of the Balance is entrufted, never to give
way fo-far to popular Clamours, as to make the E:aﬁ
Breach in’the Conftitution ; through which a Million
of Abufes and Encroachments will certainly, in Time,
force their Way. '

Acain, from this Deduion, it will not be diffi-
alt to gather and affign certain Marks of popular
Encroachments ; by obferving of which thofe who
bold the Balance in a State, may judge of the De-
grees, and, by early Remedies and Application, put 2
flop to the fatal Confequences that would otherwife
enfie. What thofe Marks are, hath been-at large
deduced, and need not be here repeated.

- ‘ ANoTHER
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. Avotner Confequence is this, That (with all Re-
fpe& for popular Aflemblies be it fpoke) it is hard to
recolle® one Folly, Infirmity, or Vice, to which a
fingle Man is fubjeCted, and from which a Body of
Commens either coliettive or reprefented can be whol-
ly exempt. For, befides that they are compofed of Men
with all their Infirmities about them ;. they have alfo
the ill Fortune to be' generally led and influenced by
the very worlt among themfelves: I mean popular
Orators, Tribunes ; or, as they are now ftyled, Greas
8peakers, Lrading Men, apd the like. From whence it
cometh to pafs, that in their Refults we have fome-
times found the fame Spirit of Cruelty and Revenge,
of Malice and Pride ; the fame Blindnefs and Obfti-
nacy, and Unfteadinefs ; the fame ungovernable Rage
and Anger ;_the fame Injpftice, Sophiftry and Fraud,
that ever lodged in the Breaft of any Individual.
Acain, In all free States.the Evil to be avoided
is Tyranny ; that is to fay, the Swmwma Imperié, or un-
. limited Power folely in the Hands of the One, the
Feaw, or the Many. Now, we have fhewn, that al-
though moft Revolutions of Government in Greece
and Rome began with the T'yranny of the People, yet
they generally concluded in that of a fingle Perfon.
So that an ufurping Populace is its own Duxpe; a mere
Underworker, ang a Purchafer in truft for fome
fingle Tyrant; whofe State and Power they advance
to their owh Ruin, with as blind an Inftin&, as thofe
‘Worms that die with weaying magnificent Habits for
Beings of a fuperior Nature to their own,

CHAP V.

OME Reflexions upon the late publick Proceed-
inge among us, and that Variety of Fations, into
which we dre ftill {o:intricately engaged, gave Occafi-
on to this Difcourfe. I am not confcious that I have
: forced



in ATHENS and ROME. 37

Tored one Example, or put itinto any other Light
than it appeared to me, long before I had Thoughts
of producing it. :
cannot conclude without adding fome particular
Remarks upon the prefent Pofture of Affairs, and
Difpofitions in this Kingdom. :
Tue Fate of Empire'is' \grown’a ¢dmimon Place :
t all Forms of Government having been inftitu-
ted by Men, muft be mortal like their Authors, and .
have their Periods of Duration limited, as well as thofe
of private Perfons ; this is a Truth of vulgar Know-
ledge and Obfervation. But there are few who turn
their Thoughts to- examine how thefe Difeafes in a
State are Ered, that haften its End; which would,
owever, be a very ufeful Inquiry. For, although we
tannot prolong the Period of a Commonwealth be-
yond the Decree of Heaven, or the Date of its Nature,
ény more than human Life, beyond the Strength of
the feminal Virtue ; yet we may manage a fickly Con-
fitution, and preferve a ftrong one ; we may watch
ad prevent Accidents ; we may turn off a great
low from without, and purge away an ill humour
" that is lurking within: And by thefe and other fuch
Methods, render a ftate long-lived, although not
Immortal, Yet fome Phyficians have thought, that, if
Lwere poffible to keep the feveral Humours of the
ody, in an exaét‘equal Balance of each with its op-
pofite, it might be immortal ; and fo perhaps would
2 political Body, if the Balance of Power could be
always held exaltly even. ~But I doubt, thisis al-
moft as impofiible 'in the Praice as the other.

It hath an Appearance of Fatality, and that the
Period of 3 State approacheth, when a Concurrence
of many Circumftances, both within and without, u-
lte towards its Ruin; while the whole Body of the

cople are either ftupidly negligent, or elfe giving in
With all their Might, to thoﬁ: very Practices that are-
Working their Deftru@ion. To fee whole Bodies of

en breaking a Conftitution by the very fame Errors .

3t {o many have been broke before.” To obferve

Vou. I, : E . oppofite
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held it ; which was, at laft, very feafonably prevented
by the late Revolution. However, as it is the T'alent
of human Nature to run from one Extreme to an-
other; fo, ina very few Years, we have made mighty
Leaps from prerogative Heights into the Depth of
Popularity ; and, I doubt,to the very laft Degree that
our Conttitutionwill\bearhiTtwere to berwithed, that
the moft auguft Aflembly of the Commons, would pleafe
to form a Pandeé? of their own Power and Privileges, ta
be confirmed by the entire legiflative Authority ; and
that in as folemn a Manner (if they pleafe) as the
Magna Charta. But to fix one Foot of their Compafs
where-ever they think fit, and extend the other to fuch

terrible Lengths, without defcribing any Circumfe-

rence at all ; is to leave us, and themfelves, in a very
\incertain State, and in a fort of Roration, that the Au-
thor of the Oceana never dream’d on. I believe the
moft hardy Tribune will not venture to affirm, at pre-
fent, that any jult Fears of Encroachment are given us
from,_ the regal Power, or the Few : And, is it then
impofiible to eir on the other Side? How far muft we
roceed ! Or where thall we ftop ? Tbe Raging of the
§ea, and the Madnefs of the People, are put together
in holy Writ:"and it is God alone, who can fay to-
either, Hitherto fhalt thou pafs, and no farther. .

Tue Balance of Power, in. a limited State, is of
fuch abfolute Neceflity, that Cromavel/ himfelf, before
‘he had perfectly confirmed Kis Tyranny ; having fome
Occafions for the Appearance of a Parliament, was for-
ced to create and erett an entire new Houfe of Lords,
(fiich as it was) for a Counterpéife to the Commons.
And indeed confidering the Vilenefs of the Clay, I
have fometimes wondered, that no ‘Tribune of that
Age, durft ever venture to alk the Potter, What doft
thou make ? * But it was then about the laft A& of a
popular Ufurpation; and Fate, or Cromavell had al-
ready prepared them for that of a fingle Perfon.

‘I have been often amazed at the rude, paflionate
and miftaken Refults, which have, at’certain times, fal-
len from great Aflemblies, both antient and modern x’i

. . an
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and of other Countries as well as onrown. This gave
me the Opinion I mentioned a while ago ; that publick
Conventions are liable to all the Infirmities, Follies,
and Vices of private Men. To which, if there be any
Exception, it muft be of fuch Aﬂ'embfies, who a& by
wiiverfal Concert, upon publick Principles, and for publich
Erds; fuch as proceed ‘ipon' Debates without ugbeco-
ming Warmth, or Influence from particular Leaders and
byfiamers ; fuch, whofe Members, inftead of canvafing
1o procure Majorities for their private Opinions, are rea-
& tocomply awith gensral fober Refults, althongh contrary °
to their owun Sentiments. 'Whatever Aflemblies a& by
thefe; and other Methods of the like Nature, muft be
allowed to be exempt from feveral Fmperfeétions, to
which particular Men are fubjected. But I think,
the Source of moft Miftakes and Mifcarriages, in Mat-
ters debated by publick Affemblies, arifeth from.the
Influence of private Perfons upon great Numbers;
ftyled in common Bhrafe /eading Men and Partiss. And
therefore, when we fometimes meet a few Words put
together, which is called the Vote, or Refolution ofP an
Affembly, and which we cannot poffibly reconcile to
Prudence or publick Good 5 it is moft charitable to con.
yefure, that fuch a Vote hath been conceived, and
born and bred in a private Brain; afterwards raifed and
fupported by an obfequious Party; and then, with ufu-
al Methods confirmed by an ar#ificial/ Majority.  For,
let us fappofe five: hundred Men, mixed, in point of .
Senfe and Honefty, as’ ufually Affemblies are; and
let us fuppofe thefe Men propofing, debating, refol-
ving, voting, according to the mere natural Motions of
their own little, or much Reafon and Underftanding ; I
do allow, that Abundance of indigefted and abortive,
many pernicious and foolith Overtures would arife, and
float a few Minutes; but then they would die, and
difappear. Becaufe,"this muft be faid in behalf of
human Kind ; that common Senfe, and plain Reafon,
while Men are difengaged from-acquired Opinions,will
ever have fome general Influence upon their Minds :
Whereas, the Species of Folly and. Vice aredinfinite,
E 3 and
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and fo different in every Individual, that they could
pever procure a Majority, if other Corruptions did not
enter to E:rvm Mens Underftandings, and mifguide
their Wills.

To defcribe how Parties are bred in an Affembly,
would be a Work too difficult at prefent, and perhaps
not altogether fafe:\) Periculofer plenum epus alee. Whe-
ther thofe who ar¢ Leaders, ufually arrive at that Sta-
tion, more by a Sort of Inftinét, or fecret Compofition
of their Nature, or Influence of the Stars, than by the
Pofieflion of any great Abilities; may be a Point of
much. Difpute : But, when the Leader is once fixed,
there will never fail to b¢ Followers. And Man is fo
apt to imitate, fo much of the Nature of Sheep, (Imi-
tatores, fervum Pecus) that, whoever is {o bold to give
the firlt great Leap over the Heads of thofe about bim,
(although he be the worft of the Flock) thall be quick~
ly followed by the reft. Befides, when Patties are once
formed, the Straiglers look fo ridjculous, and become
fo infignificant, that they have no other Way, but to
run into the Herd, which, atleaft, will hide and pro.
te&t them ; and where, to be much confidered, requir-
eth only to be very violent. ,

BuTt there is one Circumftance, with relation to
Parties, which I take to be, of all others, moft perni«
cious in a State ; and I would be glad any Partizan
would help me to a tolerable Reafon, that, becaufe C/o~
dius and Curio happen to agree with me in a few fin-
gular Notions, I muft therefore blindly follow them in
all: Or, to ftate it at beft, that, becaufe B:ibu/us, the
Party-Man, is perfuaded that Cledius and Cxrio do
really propofe the Good of their Country, as their
chiet End ; therefore Bibulus fhall be wholly guided
and governed by them, in the Means and Meafures
towards it. It is enough for Bibulus, and the reft of
the Herd to fay, without further examining, [ am of
the Side with Clodius, or I wote with Curio: Are thefe
proper Methods to form and make up what they
think fit to call the anited Wifdom of the Nation? Isit
aot poflible, that, upon fome Occafions, Clodiug mh?:

-
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bebold and infolent, borne away by his Paflioh, mali~
¢ions and revengeful ; that Cario may be corrupt, and
expofe to Sale his Tongue, or his Pen. I conceiveit
. far below the Dignity, both of human Nature, and
heman Reafon, to be engaged in any Party, the moft
plavfible foever, upon fuch fervile Conditions.

Ta1s Influence of Oxgupon Many, which feemeth to
be as great in a People reprefemted,. as it was of old in
the Commons colletive; together with the Confequen~
ces it hath had upon the Legiflature ; hath given me
frequent Occafion to. reflect upon what Diodorus telleth
us of one Charondas, a Lawgiver to the Sybarites, an
antient People of Jtely; who was fo averfe from all
Innovation, efpecially when it was to proceed from

icular Perfons ; aud, 1 fuppofe, that he might put
x out of the Power of Men, fond of their own Notions,
o difturb the Conftitution at their Pleafures, by ad-
vancing private Schemes ; as to provide a Statute, that,
whoever propofed any Alteration to be made, thould
fiep out, and do it with a Rope ahout his Neck: If
the Matter propafed were %enerally approved, then it
fhould pafs intg a Law ; if it went in the Negative,
the Propofer to be immediately banged. Great Mini-
flers may talk of what Projects they rleafc ; but I am
deceived, if a more effeGual one could ever be found,
for taking off (as the prefent Phrafe is) thofe hot un-
quict Spirits, who difturb Affemblies, and obftruét pu~
blick Affairs, by gratifying their Pride, their Malice,
their Ambition, their Vanity, or their Avarice,

THosz who, in a late Reign, began the Ditintion
between the perfonal and political Capacity, feem to
have had Reafon, if they judged of Princes by them- -
felves: For,I think, there is hardly to be found, through
all Nature, a greater Difference between two Things,
than there is between a reprefenting Commoner, in the
Fun@ion of his publick Cailing, and the fame Perfon,
when he a&eth in the common Offices of Life. Here,
he alloweth himfelf to be upon a Level with the reft of
Mortals : Here, he followeth his own Reafon, and his
own Way ; and rather affeQieth a Singularity inhis Acti-

ons
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A
MEDITATION

U PIO'N/ |4

BROOM-STICK:

ACCORDINGTO

The Style and Manner of the Honourable
RoBerT BovLre’s Meditations.

‘Written in the YEAR 1%03. -

HIS fingle Stick, which you now behold in-
glorioufly lying in that negleted Corner, I
once knew in a flourithing State in a Fo-

reh: It was full of Sap, full of Leaves, and full
of Boughs : But now, in vain does the bufy Art of
Man pretend to vye with Nature, by tying that wi-
thered Bundle of T'wigs to its faplefs Trunk : It is now
at beft but the reverfe of what itwas ; a Tree turned
upfide down, the Branches on the Earth, and the Root
I the Air: It is now handled by every dirty Wench,
tondemned to do her Drudgery ; and by a capricious
Kind of Fate, deftined to make other Things clean,
ad be nafty itfelf. At length, worn to the Stumps
i the Service of the Maids, it is either thrown out
of Doors, or condemned to the laft Ufe of kindling
iFire. When I beheld this, I fighed, and faid within

myfelf,
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.myfelf, SURELY MorTAL MaN 1s A BrooMsTICK;
Nature fent him into the World ftrong and lufty, in
a thriving Condition, wearing his own Hair on his
Head, the praper Branches of this reafoning Vegetable;
-until the Ax of Intemperance hath lopped off ﬁs green
Boughs, and left him a withered Trunk : he then flieth
‘to Art, and puttéth\6n/a Perriavig; @aluing himfelf up-
on an unnatural Bundle of Hairs, all covered with
Powder, that never grew on his Head: But now,
“fhquld this our Broomyftick pretend .to entet the Scene,
proud of thofe Birchen Spoils it neverbore, and all co-
vered with Duft, although the Sweepings of the fineft
Lady’s Chamber; we fhould be apt to ridicule and
-defpife its Vanity. Partial Jusdges that we are of our
own Excellencies, and other Mens Defaults !

Bur a Broomfiick, perhaps you will fay, is an Em-
blem of a Tree ftanding on its Head ; and pray what
‘is Man but a topfy~turvy Creature ? 'his animal Facul-
ties perpetually mounted on his rational, his Head
where his Heels fhould be, groveling on the Earth.
And yet, with all his Faalts, he fetteth up to be an
-univerfal Reformer.and Corre&tor of Abufes; a Re-
.mover of Grievances; raketh into every Slut’s Corner
‘of Nature, bringing hidden Corraptioas to the Light,
and raifeth a mightyDuft where there was none be"f%re;

fharing deeply all the while in the very fame Polluti-

-ons he pretendeth to fweep away. #His laft Days are

{pent in Slavery to Womnien, and generally the leaft de-

ferving ; until worn to the Stumps, like his Brother

Beforn; he is either kicked out of Doors, or made ufe

g to kindle Flames for others to warm themfelves
Y.

THE




THE
SENTIMENTS

O'FV'A

Church-of - England-Man,
. . 'With Refpe& to \ .

R:ericroNn and GOVERNMENT.

‘Written in the YEAR 1708.

HOEVER -hath examined the Condu&t

and Proceedings of both Parties for fome

Years paft, whether in or out of Power,

cannot well conceive it poflible to go far towards the
xtremes of either, without offering fome violence to
his Integrity or Underftanding. A wife and good
Man may indeed be fometimes induced to comply with,
3 Number, whofe Opinion he generally approveth,’
although it be perhaps againft his own. But this Li-
berty fhould be made ufe of upon very few Occafions,
and thofe of fmall Importance, and then only with 2
View of bringing .over his own Side another Time to
fomething of greater and more publick Moment. But
to facrifice the Innocency of a Friend, the Good of
our Country, or our own Confcience, to the Humour,
or Paffion, or Intereft, of a Party ; plainly fhews, that
either our Heads or our Hearts are not as they fhould
be: Yet this very PraQice is the fundamental Law
of each Faction among us; as may be obvious to
Vou. I. F any



so  Tb SENTIMENTS of 4

any who will impartially, and without Engagement,
be at the Pains to examine their A&ions; which,
however, is not fo eafy a Talk : For it feemeth a
Principle in human Nature, to incline one Way more
than another, even in Matters where we are wholly
unconcerned. And it is a common obfervation, that
in reading a Hiftory) of [Fafls done)a thoufand Years
ago ; or ftanding by a Play among thofe who are per-
fe&t Strangers to us, we are apt to find our Hopes and
Withes engaged on a fudden in favour of one Side
more than another. No Wonder then ; that we are
. all fo ready to intereft ourfelves in the Courfe of pu-
blick Affairs ; where the moft inconfiderable have fome
real Share, and, by the wonderful Importance which
every Man is of to himfelf, a very great imaginary one.

Anp indeed when the two Pagties that divide the
whole Commonwealth, come once to a Rupture, with-
out any Hopes left of forming a Third with better
Principles, to balance the others; it feemeth evel
Man's Duty to chufe one of the two Sides, although
he cannot entirely approve of either ; and all Pretences
to Neutrality are juftly exploded by both, being too
ftale and obvious ; only intending the Safety and Eafe
of a few Individuals, while the Publick is embroiled.
This was the Opinion and Pratice of the latter Cars,
whom I efteem to have been the wifeft and beft of all
the Romans. But before Things proceed to open Vio-
lence, the trueft Service a private Man may hope to
do his Country, is by unbyafling his Mind as much as
pofiible, and then endeavouring to moderate between
the Rival Powers, which muft needs be owned a fair
Proceeding with the World ; becaufe, it is of all others
the leaft confiftent with the common Defign of making
a Fortune by the Meri¢ of an Opinion.

I have gone as far as I am able in qualifying myfelf
to be fuch a Moderator : I believe, I am no Brgos in
Religion ; and I am fure, I am none in Government.
I converfe in full Freedom with many confiderable
‘Men- of both Partics ; and if not in equal Number, it
‘is purely accidental and perfonal, as happening to be

near
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nearthe Court, and to have made Acquaintance there,
more under one Miniftry than another. Then, I am
not under the Neceflity of declaring myfelf by the
Profpe& of an Employment. And laitly, if all this
- be not fufficient,s I induftrioufly conceal my Name ;
which wholly exempts me from any Hopes and Fears
in delivering my Opinion,

Iv confequence of this free Ufe of my Reafon, I
cannot poffibly think fo well or fo ill of either Party, as
they would endeavour to petfuade the World of each
other, and of themfelves. For inftance; I do not
charge it upon the Body of the Whigs, er the Tories,
that their feveral Principles lead them to introduce Pre-
fbytery, and the Religion of the Church of Rome, ora
Commonwealth, and arbitrary Power. For, why
frould any Party be accufed of a Principle which they
folemnly difown and proteft againft 7 But, to this they
have 2 ‘mutual Anfwer ready; they both aflure us,
that their Adverfayies are not to be believed; that
they difown theic Principles out of Fear; which are
manifeft enough when we examine their Practices.
Ta prove this, they will produce Inftances, on one
Side, either of avowed Prefbyterians, or Perfons of
libertine and atheiftical Tenets ; and, on the other, of
profefled Papifts, or fuch as are openly in the Intereft
of the abdicated Family. Now, itis very natural for
all fabordinate Seéts and Denominations in 2 State, to
fde with fome general Party, and to chufe that which
they find to agree with themfBives in fome general
P ninciple. 'Thus at the Refloration, the Prefbyterians,
Arabaptifts, Independents, and other Sets, did all with
very good Reafon ‘unite and folder up their feveral
Schemes to join againft the Church § who, without re-
gard to-their DiftinGtions, treated them all as equal
Adverfaries. 'Thus our prefent Diffenters do very na-
tually clofe in with the Whigs, who profefs Modera-
tion, Qeclare they abhor ail Thoughts of Perfecution,
and think it hard, that thofe who differ only in a few
Ceremonies and Speculations, thould be denied the Pri- -
vilege and Profit of ferving their Country in the highett

F2 Employments
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Employments of State. Thus, the Atheifts, Liber- |

tines, Defpifers of Religion and Revelation in general;
that is to_fay, all thofe who ufually pafs under the
Name of Free-thinkers, do properly join with the

fame Body ; becaufe they likewife preach up Medera-

#ion, and are not fo over nice to diﬁinguiﬂl between
an unlimited Liberty of (Confcience; andan unlimited
Freedom of Opinion. Then, on the other Side, the
profefled Firmnefs of the Tories for Epifeopacy, as an
apoftolical Inftitution ; their Averfion from thofe Seéts
who lie under the Reproach of having once deftroyed
their Conftitution, and who they imagine, by tao in-
difcreeta Zeal for Reformation, have defaced the pri-
mitive Model of the Church ; next their Veneration
for monarchical Government in the common Courfe of
Succeflion, and their Hatred to Republican Scliemes.

‘Thefe, I fay, are Principles which not only the Non-

juring Zealots profefs, but even Papifts themfelves fall

readi%y inwith. And every Extreme here mentioned,

ﬂings a general Scandal upon the whole Body it pre-

tendeth to adhere to. .

Bur furely no Man whatever ought in Juftice or
good Manners to be charged with Principles he aGually
difowns, unlefs his Pra¢tices do openly, and without
the leaft Room for doubt,.contradict his Profeflion :
Not upon fmall Surmifes, or becaufe he has the Mif~
fortune to have ill Men fometimes agree with him in
a few general Sentiments. However, although _the
Extremes of Whig and Tory feem with little Juitice to
have drawn Religion into their Controverfies, wherein
they have {mall Concern; yet they have both borrowed
one leading Principle from the Abufe of it; which is,
to have built their feveral Syftems of political Faith,
not upon Inquiries after Truth, but upon Oppofition
to each other, upon injurious Appellations, charging
their Adverfaries with horrid Opinions, and thea
reproaching them for the Want of Charity, Ef zeuter

In order to remove thefe Prejudices, I have thought
nothing could be more effectual than to defcribe the
.. Sentiments
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Sentiments of a Céwrb-af-En%!gnd-Mm with refpe&t
to Religion and Gowernment. is I fhall endeavour
" todo in fuch a Manner as may be-liable to the leaft
Objettion from either Party ; and which I am confi-
dent would be affented to by great Numbers in both,
if they were not mifled to thofe mutual Mifreprefen-
tations, by fuch Motives  as they|would berathamed
to own. '

[ hall begin with Religion.

Axp here, although it maketh an odd Sound, ‘}'et it
is neceffary to fay, that whoever profefleth himfelf a
Member of the Church of England, qught to believe a
God, and his Providence, together with revealed Re-
ligion, and the Divinity of Chrifi. For, befide thofe
maay thoufands, who (to fpeak in the Phrafe of Di-
vines) do pratically deny all this by the Immorality
of their Lives ; there is no fmall Number, who, in their
Converfation and Writings dire&ly,or by Confequence,.
tadeavour to overthrow it: yet all thefe place them-
felves in the Lift of the National Church ; although °
at the fame T'ime (as it is highly reafonable) they are
great Sticklers for Liberty of Confcience.

To enter upon particulats: A Church-of-England-
Manhath a true Veneration for the Scheme eftablithed
among us of Ecclefiaftical Government: and althnuih
be will not determine whether Epifcopacy be of di-
vine Right, he is fure it is moft agreeable to primitive
Inﬂitution; fitteft, of all others, for preferving Order
and Purity, and under its prefent igegulations, beft
Ca!cﬂl:;? for our civil-State; he fhould therefore
think the Abolifhment ‘of that Order among us,
woald prove a mighty Scandal and Corruption to our
Faith, and manifeftly dangerous to our Monarchy;
ny, he would defend it by Arms againtt all the

owers on Earth, except our own Legiflature ; in
Which Cafe he would fubmit as to a general Cala~
mty, a Dearth, or a Peftilence.

As to Rites and Ceremonies, and Forms of Prayer,
be dllows there might be fome ufeful Alterations ; and:
More, which in the Profpe& of uniting Chriftians.

F3 might
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might be very fupportable, as Things declared in their
own Nature indifferent ; to which he therefore would
readily comply, if the Clergy, or (although this be not

fo fair a Method) ifthe Legiflature thould dirett : Yet,

at the fame time he cannot altogether blame the
former for their Unwillingnefs to confent to any Al-
teration ; which, Befide the Troublé, and perhaps Dif-
ace, would certainly never produce the good Effeéts
intended by it. ‘The only Condition that could make
it prudent, and juft for the Clergy to comply in al-
tering the Ceremonial, or any ether indifferent Part,
woul%i be a firm Refolution in the Legiflature, to in~
terpofe by fome fri€t and effe€tual Laws, to prevent
the rifing and {preading of new Sefts, how plaufible:
{oever, %or the futuré; elfe there muft never be an
End : And it would be to.a& like a Man, who fhould
ull down and change the Ornaments of his Houfe,
in Compliance to every one who was'diil'gofed to find
fault as he paffed by ; which, befides the perpetuat
Trouble and Expence, would very much damage;
and perhaps in time deftroy the Building. Seds, in
a State, feem only tolerated, with any Reafon, becaufe
they are already (f:pread ; and becaufe it would not be
agreeable with fo mild a Government, or {o pure a
Religion as ours, to ufe violent Methods againft great
Nuntbers of mifiaken People, while they do not mani-
feftly endanger the Conftitution of either. But the
greateft Advocates for general Libert{ of Confcience,
will allow that they ought to be checked in their Be-
ginnings, if they will allow them to be an Evil at all ;
or, which is the fame Thing, if they will only grant,
it were better for the Peace of the State, that there
fhould be none. But, while the Clergy confider the
natural Temper of Mankind in general, or of our own
Country in particular ; what Affurances can they have,
that any Compliances they fhall make, will remove
the Evil of Diflenfion, while the Liberty ftill continueth
of profefling whatever new Opinions we pleafe } Or,
how can itgbc imagined, that the Body of diffenting
Teachers,
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Teachers, who muft be all undone by fuch a Revolu- .
tion, will not caft about fome new Objeétions to with-
hold their Flocks, and draw in freth Profelytes by
fome further Innovations or Refinements.

Uron thefe Reafons, he is for tolerating fuch dif-
ferent Forms in religious Worthip; as are already ad-
mitted ; but, by no means)/for leaving it inthe Pow-
erof thofe who are tolerated, to advance their own
Models upon the Ruin of what is already eftablithed ;
which it is natural for all Seéts to defire, ‘and which
they cannot juftify by any confiftent Principles, if
they do not endeavour ; and yet, which they cannot
gzccccd in, without the utmoft Danger to the publick

eace.

To prevent thefe Inconveniencies, he thinketh it
highly juft, that all Rewards of Truft, Profit, or Di-
guity, which the State leaveth in the Difpofal of the
Adminifiration, fhould be given only to thofe, whofe
Principles diret them to preferve the Conftitution in
alits Parts.  In the late Affair of occafional Conformi-
ty, the general Argument of thofe who were againft -
1t, was not, to deny it an Evil in itfelf, but that the
Remedy propofed was violent, untimely, and impro-
per; which is the * Bithop of 8z/ifbury’s Opinion, in
the Speech he made and publithed againft the Bill :
But, however juft their Fears, or Complaints might
have been upon that Score, he thinketh it a little too
grofs, and precipitate to employ their Writers already,
In Arguments for repealing the Sacramental Teft,
upon no wifer & Maxim, than that no Man fhould, .
on the account of Confcience, be deprived the Li-
berty of ferving his Country ; a Topick which may
be equally applied to admit Papifts, Atheifls, Mako-
metans, Heathens, and Fews. If the Chuch wanteth
Members of its own to employ in the Service of the
Publick ; or be fo unhappily contrived, as to ex~
dude, from its Communion, fuch Perfons who are

likelieft

® Dr. BURNET:
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likelieft to have great Abilities ; it is time'it fhould
be altered and reduced into fome more perfe&, or, at
leaft, more popular Form: But, in the mean while,
it is not altogether improbable, that when thofe, who
diflike the Conftitution, are fo very zealous in their
Offers for the Service of their Country, they are not
wholly unmindful of their Party, orof themfelves.
Tue Dutch, whofe Prattice is fo often quoted to
rove and celebrate th: great Advantages of a general

iberty of Confcience, have yet a national Religion

profefied by all who bear Office among them : But
why fhould they be a Precedent for us, either in Re-
ligion or Government? Our Country differeth from
theirs, as well in Situation, Soil, and Produtions of
Nature, as in the Genius and Complexion of Inha-
bitants. They are a Commonwealth founded on a
fudden, by a defperate Attempt in a defperate Con-
dition, not formed or digefted into a regular Syftem,
by mature Thought and Reafon, but huddled up un-
der the Preflure of fudden Exigencies ; calculated for
no long Duration, and hitherto fubfifting by Acci-
dent in the Midft of contending Powers, who cannot
yet agree about fharing it amonslﬁ them. Thefe Dif-
ficulties do, indeed, preferve them from any great
Corruptions, which their crazy Conftitution would
extremely fubje& them to in a long Peace. That
Confluence of People, in a perfecuting Age, to a
Place of Refuge neareft at Hand, put them upon the
Neceflity of Trade, to which they wifely gave all
Eafe and Encouragement : And, if we could think
fit to imitate tifem in this laft Particular, there would
need no more to invite Foreigners among us; who
feem to think no farther, than how to re their
Property and Confcience, without projefting any
Share in that Government which gives them Pro-
tedtion ; or calling it Perfecution, if it be denied them.
But I fpeak it for the Honour of our Adminiftra-
tion ; that although our Sefts are not fo numerous
as thofe in Holland ; which, I prefume, is not our
Fault, and I with may not be our Misfortune ; \:;
. nu
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much excel them, and all Chrifiendom befides, in our
Indulgences to tender * Confciences. One fingle
Compliance with the National Form of receiving the
Sacrament, is all we require to qualify any Sectary
among us for the greateft Employments in the State ;
after which, he is at Liberty to rejoin his own Affem-
blies for the reft of his Life!\//Befides)) I aill fuppofe
any of the numerous Seéts in' Holland, to have fo far
prevailed as to have raifed a Civil War, deftroyed their
Government and Religion, and put their Adminifirators
todeath ; after which, I will fuppefe the People to
have recovered all again, and to l;mve fettled omr their
old Foundation : Then I would put a Query ; whether
that Se@, which was the unhappy Inftrument of all
this Confufion, could reafonably expeét to be entruft-
ed for the future with the greateft Employments ; or,
indeed, to be hardly tolerated ameng them ?

To go on with the Sentiments of a Church-of-
Englaid-Mar : He doth not fee how that mighty
Paffion for the Church, which fome Men pretend, can
well confift with thofe Indignities, and that Contempt
they beftow on the Perfons of the Clergy. It is a
firange Mark whereby to diftinguith High-Church-Men,
that they are fuch, who imagine the Clergy can never
be too Joav. He thinks the Maxim thefe Gentlemen
are {o fond of ; that they are for an bumble Clergy, is
avery good one: And fo is he; and for an humble
Laity too ; fince Humility is a Virtue that perha
equally befitteth and adorneth every Station of Life.

But then, if the Scriblers on the other fide freely
fpeak the Sentiments.of their Party ; a Divine of the
Church of England cannot look for much better Quars
ter from thence. You fhall obferve nothing more
frequent in their weekly Prayers, than a Way of af-
feting to confound the Terms of Clergy and High-
Church ; of applying both indifférently, and then load-
ing the latter with all the Calumny they can invent.
They

«

* When this was writlen, there was yo Law againft occa=
Junal Couformity.
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They will tell you they honour a Clergyman ; bat
talk at the fame time, as if there were not Three in
the Kingdom, who could fall in with their Definition .
After the like Manner, they infult the Unimerfities, as
poifoned Fountains, and Corrupters of Youth. )

Now,. it feemeth clear to me, thatthe #bigs might
eafily have procured, and maiatained a Majority among
the Clergy, and'perhaps' in“the Univerfities, if they
had not too much encouraged, or connived at this
Intemperance of Speech, and Virulence of Pen, in
“the worft and maft proftitute of their Party : Among
whom there hath been, for fome Years paft, fuch a
erpetual Clamour againft the Ambition, the implaca-
le Temper, and the Covetoufnefs of the Prieflbood -
Such a Cant of High-Church, and Perfecution, and be-
ing Priefi-ridden ; ﬁ) many Reproaches about zarrow
Principles, or Terms of Communitn: Then fuch fcanda- "

lous Reflexions on the Univerfities, for infe@ing the

Youth of the Nation with arbitrary and Facobite Prin-
ciples; that it was patural for thofe, who had the |
Care of Religion and Education, to apprehend fome
eneral Defign of altering the Conttitution.of both.
nd all this was the more extraordinary, becaufe it
could not eafily be forgot, that, whatever Oppofition
was made to the Ufurpations of King 7 emes, proceed~
ed altogether from the Church of Esgland, and chiefly
from the Clrgy, and one of the Univerfities. For,
if it were of any Ufe to recal Matters of Fa&, what is
more notorious than that Prince’s applying himfelf firt
to the Church of England, and, upon their Refufal to
fall in with his Meafures, making the like Advances
-to the Diffenters of all Kinds, who readily and al-
moft univerfally complied with him; affefting, .in
their numerous Addrefles and Pamphlets, the Style
of Our Brethren the Roman Catholicks ; whofe Interefts
they put on the fame Foot with their own; and
fome of Cramwell's Officers took Pofts in the Army
raifed againit the Prince of Orange. Thefe Proceed-
ings of theirs, they can only extenuate by urging the
Provocations they had met from the Church in King
Charles’s

]
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Charles’s Reign ; which, althongh perhaps excufable
upon the Score of human Infirmity ; are not, by
any Means, a Plea of Merit, equal to the Conftancy
and Sufferings of the Bifhops and Clergy ; or of the
Head and Fellows of Magdalen College ; that furnith-
el the Prince of Orange’s Declaration with fuch
powerful Arguments, to juftify and promote the Re-
volation, "

THEREFORE a Church-sf-England-Man abhors the
Humour of the Age, in delighting to fling Scandals
wpon the Clergy in general; which, befides the
Difgrace to the Reformation, and to Religion itfelf,
cafieth an Jgnominy upon the Kingdom, that it doth
not deferve.  'We have no better Materials to com-

und the Priefthood of, than the Mafs of Man-
ind, which, corrupted as it is, thofe who receive
Orders, muft have {fome Vices to leave behind them,
when they enter into the Church ; and if a few do
fill adhere, it is no Wonder, but rather a great one
that they are no worfe. Therefore he cannot think
Anmbition, or Love of Power, more juftly laid to their
Charge, than to other Men ; becaufe, that would be
to;ﬁ:e Religion itfelf, or-at leaft the beft Conftitu-
tion of Church-Government anfwerable for the Errors
and Depravity of human Nature.

Witnin thefe laft two hundred Years, all Sorts
of temporal Power have been wrefted from the
Clergy, and much of their Ecclefiaftick : The Rea-
fon, or Juftice of which Proceeding, I fhall not ex-
amine ; but that the Remedies were a little too vio-
lent, with refpe@ to their Pofeffons, the Legiflature
hath lately confefled, by the Remiffion of their firf
Fruits, Neither do the common Libellers deny this ;
who, in their Inve&ives onmly tax the Church with
an unfatiable Defire of Power and Wealth, (equally
common to all Bodies of Men, as well as Indivi-
duals) but thank God, that the Laws have deprived
them of both. However, it is worth obferving the
Juftice of Pasties : The Sets among us are apt to

complainm,
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complain, and think it hard Ufage to be reproached
now, after fifty Years, for overturning the State, for
the Murder of a Xing; and the Indignity of an Ufur-
pation ; yet thefe very Men, and their Partifans, are
continually reproaching the Clergy, and laying to
their Charge she Pride, the Avarice, the Luxury, the
Ignorance, and Superilition of Popifs Times, for a
thoufand Years paft.

He thinketh it a Scandal to Government, that fuch
an unlimited Liberty fhould be allowed of publithing
Books againft thofe Dottrines in Religion, wherein
all Chriftians have agreed ; much more to connivs
at fuch Trals as rejet all Revelation, and, by their
Confequenges, often deny the very Being of a God.
Surely it is not a fufficignt Atenement for the Wri-
ters, that they profefs much Loyalty to the prefent
Government, and fprinkle, up and down, fome Argu-
ments in favour of the Difenters ; that they difpute,
as ftrenuoufly as they can, for Liberty of Confcience,
and inveigh largely againft all Ecclefiafticks, under the
Name o% High-Clurch ; aud, in fhort, under the
Shelter of fome popular Principles in Politicks and
Religion, undermine the Foundations of all Piety and
Virtue. .

As he doth not reckon every Schifm of that damn-
able Nature, which fome would reprefent; fo he
is very far from clofing with the new Opinion of thofe,
who would make it no Crime at all ; and argue at a
wild Rate, that God Almighty is delighted with the
Variety of Faith and Worthip, as he is with the Va-
rieties of Nature. To fuch Abfurdities are Men car-
ried by the Afle®ation of Free-thinking, and remoujng
the Prejudices of Education ; under which Head, they
have, for fome Time, begun to lift Morality and Reli-
gion.  Itis certain, that, before the Rebellion in 1641,
although the Number of Puritans, (as they were then
called) were as great as it is with us; and although
they affeed to follow Paftors of that Denomination,

et thofe Paftors had Epifcopal Ordination, poflefled
%referments in the Church, and were fometimes pro;
. - mote
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moted to Bifhopricks themfelves. But a Breach, in the

.geveral Form of Worthip, was, in thofe Days, reck-
_oned fo dangerous and {inful in itfelf, and fo offenfive
10 Reman Catboficks at home and abroad ; that it was
two unpopular to be attempted : Neither, I believe,
was the Expedient then found out, of maintaining fe-
parate Paflors out of private Purfes.

Wuen a Schifm is once 'fpread 'in‘a-Nation, ‘there
groweth, at length, a Difpute, which are the Schifma- -
tiks. Without entring on the Arguments, ufed by
both Sides 2mong us, to fix the Guile on each other;
itis certain, that, in the Senfe of the Law, the Schifm
lieth-on that Side which oppofeth itfelf to the Religion
. of the State. I leave it among Diwines to dilate upon
the Danger of Scbifm, as a fpiritoal Evil ; but I would
confider it-only as a temporal one. And I think it
dear, that any great Separation from the eftablifhed
Worfhip, although to a new one that is more pure
and perfe&t, may be an Occafion of endangering the
publick Peace ; becaufe, it will compofe a Body al-
ways in referve, prepared to follow any difcontented
Heads, upon the plaufible Pretext of advancing true
Religion, and oppofing Error, Superftition, or Idola-
try. For this Reafon, Plato, layeth it down as a
Maxim, that Men ought to aworfbip the Gods, according
to the Laavs of the Country ; and he introduceth Socrates,
in his laft Difcourfe, utterly difowning the Crime laid
to his Charge, of teaching new Diwinities, or Methods
of Worfhip. Thus the lpoor Hugonots of France,
were engaged in a Civil War, by the fpecious
Pretences of fome,. who, under.the Guife of Re-
ligion, facrificed fo many thoufand Lives to their
own Ambition, and Revenge. . Thus, was the whole
Body of Puritans in England, drawn to be the Inftru-
ments, or Abettors of all Manner of Villany,
by the Artifices of a few Men, whofe * Defigns
from the firft, were levelled to deftroy the Confticy-
tion both of Religion and Government. And thus,
even in Holland itfelf, where it is pretended that

Vou. I. G _ the
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the Variety of Se@ts live fo amicably togethet, and m
fuch perfe& Obedience to the Magiftrate ; it is noto-
rious, how a turbulent Party jeining with the ‘rmi-
nians, did, in the Memory of our Fathers, attempt to
deftroy the Liberty of that Republick. ‘So that, up-
-on the whole, where Se/s are tolerated in a State, it
is fit they fhould\enjoy |a/fullOLiberty. 6f) Confcience,
and every other Privilege of free-born Subjeéts, 1
‘awhich wo Power is amnexed. And to preferve their
*Obedience upon all Emergencies, -2 Government can-
not give them too much-Eafe, ner truft them with too.
little Poaver.

“TuE Clergy are ufually charged with a perfecuting
Spirit, which they are faid to difcover by an impla-
cable Hatred againf all Diffenters; and this appeareth
to be more unreafonable, becanfe they fuffer lefs in
their Interefts by a Toleration, than any of the Cor-
forming Laity: For, while the Church remaineth in its
prefent Form, no Difenter can poflibly have any Share
in its Dignities, Revenues, -or Power; whereas,
once receiving the Sacrament, he is rendered capable
of the hiiheﬁ Employments in the State. And it is
very pofiible, that a narrow Education, together with
a Mixture of human Infirmity, may help to beget,
among fome of the Clergy in Poffeffion, fuch an Aver-
fion and Contempt for all Junovators, as Phyficians dre
apt to have for Empyricks, or Lawyers for Pettgﬁggen,
.or Merchants for Pedlars. But, fince the Number of
-Se&aries doth not concern the Clergy, either in Point
of Intereft, or Confcience, (it being an Evil not in
their Power to remedy) it is more fair and reafonable
to fuppofe, their Diflike proceedeth from the Dangers
they apprehend to the Peace of the Commonweafth
in the Ruin whereof, they muft expe& to be the firft
-and greateft Sufferers.

To conclude this Se&tion, it muft be obferved,
that there is a very good Word, which Itath of late
fuffered much by both Parties; Imean MopErATION;
which the one Side very jutly difowneth, and the

other as unjuftly pretendeth to. Befide what paffeth
: every

“
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every Day in Converfation ; any Man who reads the
Papers publithed by Mr. Lefly, and others of his Stamp,
muft peeds conclude, that, if this Author could make
te Nation fee his Adverfaries, under the Colours he
pantsthem in ; we had nothing elfe to do, but rife as
one Man, \and deftroy fuch Wretches from the Face
of the Earth. On the other Side, how fhall we ex-
wie the Advocates for Moderation; amoug whom, X
©ud appeal to an huadred Papers of univerfal Ap-
z:hbaﬂ?n,.by the Caufg they were writ for, which lay
Principles to the whole Body of the Tories, as, if

iy were true, and believed ; our next Bufinefs thould,
R be to ere& Gibbets in every Parifh, and
them out of the Way. But, 1 fuppofe, it is
umed, the common People underftand Raillery, on

& leall Rbetorick ; and will not take Hyperboles in too
lieral a Senfe ; which, however, in fome Junéures,
might prove a defperate Experiment. And this is
M‘ﬁm, in the modern Senfe of the Word; to

e i the mod Rallpr! .
:?d!. gmmally, the Bigots of both Parties

SECT. IL .

The Semtisents of a Church—of-Englandf
Man, with refpest to Government.

\VE look upon it as a very juft Reproach, although
. we cannot agree where -to fl:x it; that therg
fhould be fo much Violence and Hatred in seligious
atters, among Men who agree in all Fundamentals,
and oply differ in fome Ceremonies ; or, at moft, mere
fpeculative Points. Yet, Is not this frequently the Cafe
ween contending Parties in a State ? ' For Inftance ;
Do not the Gener ity of Whigs and Tories among us,
Profefs to agree in the fame Fundamentals ; their Loy
alty to the Em, their Abjuration of the an{ehr
G2 : e
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the Settlement of the Crown in the Proteflant Line ;
and a Rewolution Principle ? Their Affeétion to the
Church eftablifhed, with Toleration of Diffenters ?
Nay, fomctimes they go farther, and pafs over into each
other’s Principles ; the #kigs become great Afférters
of the Prerogative; and the 7ories, of the People’s
Liberty ; thele crying down-almoft the-whole Set of
Bifhops, and thofe defending them; fo that the Dif-
ferences fairly ftated, would be much of a Sort with
thofe in Religion among us ; and amount to little more
than, awho fbould take Place, or go in and out firfl, or
kifs the Queen's Hand ; and what are thefe but a few
Court Ceremonies ? Or awbo fhould be in the Minifiry ?
And what is that to the Body of :thé Nation,- but a
mere fpeculative Point ? Yet, 1 think, it moft be allow-
ed, that no religious Se@s ever carried their mutaal
Averfions to greater Heights, than our State Parties
have done ; who, the more to inflame their Paffigns,
have mixed religious and Civil Animofities together ;
borrewing one of their Appellations from the Church,
with the Addition of High and Lo ; how little foever
their Difputes relate to the Term, as it is generally un-
derftood. .

I now proceed to deliver the Sentiments of a Church-
of-England-Mar, with refpe& to Government.

He doth not think the Church of England fo par-
rowly calculated, that it cannot fall in with any regp-
lar Speties of Government ; nor doth he think any one
regular Species of Government, more acceptable to God
than another. The three generally received in the
Schools, have all of them their feveral Perfeions, and
are fubjeét to their feveral Depravations : However,
few States are ruined by any Defett in their Inftita-
tion, but generally by the Corruption of Manners ;
againft which, the beft Inftitution is no long Seeurity,
and without which, a very ill one may fubfift and
flourith: Whereof there are two pregnant Inftances
now in Eurgpe, The firft is the Ariflocracy of Fe-
mice ; which, founded upon the wifeft Maxims, and
digefted by a great Length of Time, hath, in o:r Agg:i
: admitte
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admitted fo many Abufes, through the Degeneracy of
the Nobles, that the Period of its Duration feemeth to
approach. The other is the united Republicks of the
States General; where a Vein of Temperance, In-
duftry, Parfimony, and a publick Spirit, running throagh
the whoie Body of the People, hath preferved an in-
fant Commonwealth, of an untimely Birth, and fickl
Conflitution, for above an hundred Years, through fo
many Dangers and Difficulties, as a much more healthy
cne could never have ftruggled againft, without thofe
Advantages.

WHERE Security of Perfon’ and Property is pre- -
ferved by Laws, which none but the #%ole can re-
peal, there the great Ends of Government are pro-
vided for, whether the Adminiftration be in the Hands
of One or of Many. Where any one Perfon, or Body
of Men, who do not reprefent the Whole, feize into
their Hands the Power in the laft Refort ; there is pro-
perly no longer a Government, but what 4riffotle, and
his Followers, call the Abufe and Corruptions of ene.
This Diftin&tion excludeth arbitrary Power, in what~
ever Numbers ; which, notwithftanding all that Hobées,
‘Filmer, and others, have faid to its Advantage, I look.
upon as a greater Evil than Anarcby itlelf ; as much as
a Sawage 1s in a happier State of Life, than a S/ave at.
the Oar.

IT is reckoned ill Manners, as well as unreafonable,.
for Men to quarrel upon Difference in Opinion ; be-
canfe that it is ufually fuppofed to be a Thing which
»o Man can help in himielf: But this I do not con-
ccive to be an univerfal infallible Maxim, except in
thofe Cafes where the Queftion is pretty equally dif-
puted among the Learned and the Wife : Where it is
otherwife, a Man of tolerable Reaton, fome Experi~
ence, and willing to be inftructed, may apprchend he.
is got into a wrong Opinion, although the whole.
Courfe of his Mind and Inclination,. would perivade.
kim to believe it true : He may be convinced that he
isin an Error, although.he-doth not fee where it lieth ;.
by the bad Effeéts of it in the common Conduct of his

3, Lite 3
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Life; and by obferving thofe Perfons, for whofe Wif
 dom, and Goodnefs he hath the greateft Deference,
to be of a contrary Sentiment.  According to Hobbes’s
Comparifon of Reafoning with cafling up Accounts ;
whoever findetha Miftakein the Sum sota/, muft allow
bimfelf out; although, after repeated Trials, he may
not fee in which Article he hathmifreckoned. I will
inftance, in one Opinion, which I look upon every
Man obliged in Confcience to quit, or in Prudence to
conceal ; I mean, that whoever argueth in Defence of
abfolute Power in a fingle Perfon, although he offers
the old plaufible Plea, that i# #s bis Opinion, wbich ke
cannot help, unlefs be be comvinced, ought, in all free
States, to be treated as the common. Enemy of Man-
kind. Yet this is lai as a heavy Charge upon the
Ckrgy of the two Reigns before the Rw:itim 5 who,
under the Terms of Paffive Obedience and Non-Refif-
ance, are faid to have greached up the unlimited Power
of the Prince, becauie they found it a Do&rine that
pleafed the Court, and made way for their Prefer-
ment. And I believe there may be Frath enough in
this Accufation, to convince us, that human Frailty
will too often intell:fofe itfelf among Perfons of the
holieft Fun&tion. However, it may be offered in Ex-
cufe for the Clergy, that in the beft Societies there are
fome ill Members, which a corrupted Court and Mi-
niftry wilk indeftrioufly find out, and introduce. Be-
fides, itis manifeft that the greater Number of thofe,
who held and preached this Do&rine, were mifgnided
by equivocal Terms, and by perfeét Ignorance in the
Principles of Government, which they had not made
any Part of their Study. The Queftion originally put,
and as I remember to have heard it difputed in pu-
blick Schools, was this ; Whether, under any Presence
wvbatfoever, it may be lowful to refift the. fupreme Ma-
gifirate, which was held in the Negative; and this is
certainly the right Opinion. But many of the Clergy
and other learned Men, deceived by a dubious Expref-
fron, miftook the Qe to. which Paffive Obedience
was due. By the fupreme Magifirate is properly un-

. Lo - derftood
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derflood the legiflative Power, which in all Govern-

ment muft be abfolute and‘unlimited. But the word

Maygifirate feeming to denote a fingle Perfonr, and to

exprefs the executive Power ; it came to pafs, thatthe

Obedience due to the Legiflature was, for want of
knowing or confidering this eafy Diftin&ion, mifapplied

tothe Adwrinifration. - Neither is-it-any Wonder; thas

the Clergy, or other well-meaning People, fhould of-

ten fall into this Error, which deceived Hobdes him-

felf {o far, as to be the Foundation ef all the political

Miftakes in his Book ; where he perpetually confounds

the Executive with the Legiflative Power T thouf‘l;F all

well inftituted States have ever placed them in differ-

ent Hands; as may be obvious to thofe who know .
any thing of Athens, Sparta, Thebes, and other Re-

publicks of Greece 5 as well as the greater ones of Car-

thage and Rome.

ESIDES, it is to be confidered, that when thefe
Deodirines began to be preached among us, the King-
dom had ner quite worn out the Memory of that
horrid Rebellion, under the Confequences of which it
had groned almoft twenty Years. And a aeak Prince,
in Conjunétion with a Succeflion of moft preftitute
Minifters, be%lan again to difpofe the People to new
Attempts ; which it was, no doubt, the Clergy’s Duty
to endeavour to prevent; if fome of them had not
for want of Knowledge in temporal Affairs; and o-
thers, perhaps, from a worfe Principle, proceeded vp-
on a Topick, that, ftriftly followed, would enflave
all Mankind. .

Amono other theological Arguments, made ufe of
in thofe Times, in Praife of Monarchy, and Juftifica-
tion of abfolute Obedience to a Prince, there feemed
tobe one of a fingular Nature: It was urged, that
Heawen was governed by a Monarch, who had none to
controul his Power, but was abfolutely obeyed : Then
it followed, That earthly Governments were the more
Elerfe&, the nearer they imitated the Government in

eaven. All which I look wpon as the ftrongeft Ar-
gument againdt deforick Power that ever was oEeﬁrned;

.. e
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fince no.Reafon can poflibly be why it is beft
for the World that God Almighty fuch a Power,
which doth not diretly prove that no mortal Man
fhould ever have the like.  *

BurT although a Clarch-of-England-Mas thinketh
every Species of Government equally /awysu/; he doth
not think them equally ¢xpedient ; -or for-every Coun-
try indifferently. There may be fomething in the
Climate, naturally difpofing Men tgwards one Sart of
Obedience ; as itis manifeflt all over 4/is, where we
never read of any Commonwealth, except fome fmall
ones on the Weflern Coalls, eftablithed by the Greeks,
‘There may be a great deal in the Siwaton of a
Country, and in the prefent Gemins of the People.
It hath” been obferve«f that the temperate Climates
ufually run into moderate Governments, and the Ex-
tremes into defpotick Power. It is a2 Remark of
Hobbes, that the Youth of Englaxd are corrupted in
their Principles of Government, by reading the Au-
thors of Gresce and Rome, who writ under Common-
wealths. But it might have been more fairly offered
for the Honour of Liberty, that while the reft of the
known World was over-run with the arbitrary Go-
vernment of fingle Perfons ; 4rts and Sciences took their
Rife, and flourifhed only in thofe few fmall Territo-
vies where the People were fiee. . And, although.
Learning may eontinue after Liberty is loft, as it did ia
Rome, ér a while upon the Foundation laid under the
Comimonwealth, and the particular Patronage of fome:
Emperors ; yet it hardly ever began under :%' yransy in
any Nation: Becaufe S/avery is of all Things the great--
eft Clog and Obftacle to Specx/ation. And indeed, Ars
bitrary Power is but the fisft natusal Step from Awarchy
or the favage Life; the adjufting Poaver and Freedom.
being an Effeét and Confequence of maturer Think-
ing: And this is no where fo duly regulated as in a
- bimited Monarchy: Becaufe I believe it may pafs fora
Maxim in State, that tbe ddminifiration casnpt be pla-
ced in too few Hands, nor the Legiflature in too many.
Now in this materia] Point, the Conflitution of the

" Englif
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Englih Government far exceedeth all others at this

Time on the Earth; to which the Prcfcnt Eftablith-
_ ment of the Church doth fo happily agree, that I

think, whoever is an Enemy to either, muft of Necefli-

ty befo to borh.

He thinketh, as our Monarchy is conftituted, an
Hereditary Right is muchy'to\be|preferredcbefore E/e-
&im. - Becaufe, the Government here, efpecially b
fome late Amendments, is fo regularly difpofed in a
isParts, that it almoft executeth itfelf. And therefore,
upon the Death of a Prince among us, the Adminiftra-
tion goeth on without any Rub or Interruption. For
the fame Reafons, we have lefs to apprehend from the
Weaknsfs, ar Fury of our Monarchs, who have fuch wife
Councils to guide the firft, and Laws to reftrain the o-
ther.  And therefore, this Hereditdry Right thould be
kept fo facred, as never to break the Succeffion, unlefs
where the preferving it may endanger the Conttitution ;
which is no€ from. any intrinfick Merit, or unalienable
Right in a particular Family ; but to avoid the Confe--
quences that wlually attend the Ambition of Competi~*
tors, to which eleftive Kingdoms are expofed ; and
which is the only Obftacle to hinder them from arri-
ving at the greateft Perfection that Government can
B{ bly reach. Hence appears the Abfurdity of that

ifintion between a King de fafto, and one de jure,

¥ith refpet to us: For every /imited Monarchis a.
Km}g’é: jure, becaufe he governeth by the Confent of
the Whole ; which is- Authority fufficient to abolith att
Precedent Reign. 1f a King -comein by Congueft, he is
no lQngcr a limited Mon’arci ¢ Ifhe dfterwards confent
% Limitations, he becometh immediately King ¢ ju=
r, for the fame Reafon. :

Tne great Advocates for Succeffon, who affirm'it
ought not to be violated upon any Regard or Confide~
faton whatever, do infift much upon ove Argument,
that feemeth to carry little Weight. They would have
I, that 4 Crewn is.a Prince’s Birth-right, and ought, at
2, to be as well fecured to him, and his Poﬂerity_.
& the Inheritance of any private Man : in fhort, th}i:
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he has the fame Title to his Kingdom, which every In-
dividual hath to his Property. Now the Confequence
of this Dotrine muft be, that as 2 man may find feve-

ral ways to wafte, mifpend, or abufe his Patrimony,

without being anfwerable to the Laws ; fo a King, may
in like Manner do what he will with his ozux ; that is,
be may fquander and mifapply his Revenues, and even.
alienate the Crown, withouc being called toan Account.
by his Subjeéts. They allow fuch a Prince to be guilty,
indeed of much Folly and Wickeduefs; but for thefe-
he is anfwerable to God, as every private Map muft be,,

who is guilty of Mifmanagement in his own Concerns..

Now the Folly of this Reafoning will beft ﬁpear, by
applyiniit in a parallel Caf;u:n&ml! an argue,
that a Phyfician 1s fuppofed to underftand his own Art
beft ; that the Law proteteth and encourageth his Pro-
feflion: And therefore, although he fhould manifefily-
prefcribe Pogfor to all his Patients, whereof they muft
immediately die ; he cannot be juftly punifhed, but is
anfwerable only to God. O thould the fame. be offer~
ed in behalf of 2 Divine, wha would preach againft
Religion, and moral.Duties : In either of thefe two
Cafes, every Body would find out the Sophiftry ; and,
prefently anfwer, that, althouEh- comman Men are not
exactly fkilled inr the Compofitian, or Application of
Medicines, er in prefcribing the, Limits of Duty; yet
the Difference hetween Poifons and Remedies, is eafily
k:mwn by their Efc@ts, and common Reafon fqon di-
inguitheth between Zirtue and Vice: and it muft be
Becedlary to forbid both thefe the further Prafice of
their Profeflions ; becpufe, their Crimes are not purely
perfonal to the Phyfician ar the Divine, but.deftruttive
to-the Publick. All which is inknitely fironger, in
zefpeft to a Prince ; in whefe good, or ill Condugt, the
Happinefs, or Mifery of a wgolc Nation is included ;
whereas, it is of {fmall Confequence to the Publick,
farther than Example, how any private Perfon ma-
nageth his Property.
" BuT, granting that the Right of a lineal Succeflor
to a Crowp, were upan the fame Foot with the

Property
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Propeity of a Subje@; #ftill it may, at any time be
sansferred by the legiflative Power, as other Proper-
ties frequently are. The fupreme Power in a State
undo no Wrong; becaufe, whatever that doth, is
the Aftion of all : And when the Lawyers apply this
Maxim to the King, they muft underftand it only im
that Senfe, as he is Adminiftrator of the {upreme
Power; otherwife, it is not univerfally true, but
;naybe controuled in feveral Inftances eafy to pro-
uce.

Axp thefe are the Topicks we muft proceéd upon,
1o juftify oor Exclufion of the young Pretender in
France: That of his fufpefted Birth being merely
popular, and therefore not made ufe of, as I re-
member, fince the Revolution, in any Speech, Vote,
or Proclamation, where there was Occafion to men-
tion him. . L

As to the Abdication of King Yames, which the
Advocates on that Side look upon to have been fot-
cble and unjuft, and confequently void in itfelf;
think 2 Man may obferve every Article of the Engl;
Church, without being in much Pain about it. ¥
is not unlikely that all Doors were 'laid open for his
Departure, and perbaps not without the Privity of
the Prince of Orarnge ; as reafonably conc]udin%, that
the Kingdom might be better fettled in his Ablence::
But to a%xm,' he had any Caufe to apprehend the fame
Treatment with his Father, is an improbable Scandal
flung upon the Nation by a féw bigotted French Scri-
blers, or the invidious Affertion of a ruined P4ty at
home, in the Bitternefs of their Souls. "Not one ma-
terial Circumftance agreeing with thofe in 1648 ; and
the greateft Part of the Nation having preferved the
utmoft Horror for that ignominious Murder. But
whether his Removal was caufed by his own Fears,
or other Mens Artifices, it is. manifeft to e, that
fuppofing the Throne to be vacant,’which was the
Foot the Nation went upon; the Body of the

' ‘ People
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People was thereupon left at. Liberty, te chufe what
“Form of Government they pleafed, by themfelves-or
* their Reprefentatives.

Tue only Difficulty of any Weight againit the
Proceedings at the Revolution, is an obvioys Obje&ti-
.on, to which the Writers upon that Subje&t have not
yet given a dire@, or fufficient Anfwer; as if they
were in Pain at ‘fome Confequences, which they ap-
_prehended thofe of the contrary Opinion might draw
from it. I will repeat this Objeétion, as'it was offer-
ed me fome time ago, with all its Advantages, by a
‘very pious, learned, and worthy * Gentleman of the
Nonjuring Party. ’ - .

Tue Force of his Argument turned upon this;
thatthe Laws made by the fupreme Power, cannot
otherwife than by the [{prcme Power be annulled :
“That, this confifting in England of a King, ‘Lords,
and Commons, whereof each have a negative Voice,
- no two of them can repeal or enad a Law without
Confent of the third; much lefs, may any one of
them be entirely excluded from its Part of the Le-
giflature by a Pote of the other two. That all thefe
Maxims were openly violated at the Revolution;
where an Affembly of the Nobles and Pegple, not fum-
moned by the King’s Writ, (which was an effential
_Part of the. Conftitution), and-confequently no law-
ful Meeting ; did, mérely ppon their own Authority,
declare the King to have abdicated, the "T'hrone
vacant; and gave .the Crown, by a Vote, to a Ne-
‘phew, when there were three Children to inherit ; al-
though by the fundamental Laws of the Realm, the
‘next Heir is immediately to fucceed. Neither doth
it appear, how a Prince’s Abdication can make any
_other ‘Sort of Vacancy in the Throne, than would
be‘ caufed by his Décath; fince he cannot abdicate
“for his Children, (who claim their Right of Succef- |
fion by A& of Parliament), otherwi%c than by his

C. : own
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own Confent, in Form, to a Bill from the two Hou-
fes. ’

Awp this is the Difficulty that feemeth chiefly to
fick with the moft reafonable of thofe, who, from a
mere Scruple of -Confcience, refufe to join with us
upon the Revolution.Principle; but for the reft, are,
Thelieve, as far from loying arbitrary ,Government,
asany others can be, who are-born under a free Con-
flitation, and are allowed to have the leaft' Share of
common good Senfe.

Iy thisObjection, there are two -Queftions inclu-
ded: Firf, Whether upon the Foot of our Conftitu-
tion, as it flood in the Reign of the late King Fames,
1 King of England may be depofed ? The fecond is,
Whether the People of England, conveened by their
own Authority, after.the King had withdrawn him-
felf in the Manner he did, had Power to alter the Suc-
ceffion ? .

As for the firft ; it.is aPoint T fhall not prefume to
determine; and fhall therefore only fay, that to any
Man who holds the Negative, I would demand the
Liberty of putting the'Cafe -as firongly as I pleafe.
Iwill fuppofe a Prince limited by Laws like ours,
yet ranning into a thoufand Caprices of Cruelty, like
Nero or Calignla. T will fuppofe him to murder his
Mother and his "'Wife, to commit Inceft, to ravifh
Matrons, to blow up the Senate, and burn his Metro-
polis ; openly to rénounce God and Chrift, and wor-
thip the Devil: Thefe, and the like exorbitancies
are in-the Power of a fingle Perfon to commit with-
out the Advice of a Mmniftry, or Affiftance of an
Amy. And if fuch a King, as I have defcribed,
cannot be depofed but by his own Confent i Par-
liament, I do not well fee how he' can be r¢fffed; or
what can be meant by a /limited Monarchy; or
what fignifies the People’s Confent, in making and
Tepealing Laws, if the Perfon who adminifters hath
no Tie of Confcience, and is anfwerable to none but
God. T defire no fronger Proof that an Opinion
muft be falfe, than to fmﬁ very great Abfurdities an-

Vou. I. H nexed
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nexed to it ; and there cannot be greater than in the
refent Cafe: For it is not a bare Speculation, that
.%ings may run into fuch Enormities as are above
mentioned ; the Pra@ice may be proved by Exam- |
les, not only drawn from the firft Cefars, or later |
mperors, but many modern Princes of Europe ; fuch
as Peter the Cruel, Philip IL. of Spain,- Fobn Bafilo-
wits of Mufeovy; and in our Nation, King Fobn, |
Richard I11. and Henry VILI. But there cannot be |
equal Abfurdities fuppofed in maintaining the con-
trary Opinion; becanfe it is certain, that Princes
have it in their Power to keep a Majority on their
Side by any tolerable Adminiftration ; until provo-
ked by’ .continual Oppreflions, no Man indeed can
then anfwer where the Madnefs of the" People will
ftop. ‘

.l}\s to the fecond Part of the Objection ; whether
the People of England conveened by their own Au-
thority, upon King Fames's -precipitate Departure,
had Power to alter the Succeflion ? :

IN anfwer to this, Ithink it is manifeft from the
Pradtice of the wifeft nations, and who feem to have
had the trueft Notions of Freedom; that when a
Prince was laid afide for Mal-adminiftration, the

obles and People, if they thought it neceflary for the
publick Weal, did refume the Adminiftration of the
fupreme Power, (the Power itfelf having been always
in them) and did not only alter the Succeflion, but
often the very Form of Government too ; becaufe they
believed there was no natural Right in one Man to go-
vern another ; but that all was by Inftitution, Force,
or Confent. Thus, the Cities of Greece, when they
drove out their tyrannical Kings, either chofe others
from a new Family, or abolifhed the kingly Govern-
ment, and became free States, Thus di:: Romans,
upon the Expulfion of Tarquin, found it inconvenient
for them to be fubje& any longer to the Pride, the
Lutt, the Cruelty, and arbitrary Will of fingle Per-
fons ; and therefore, by general Confent, entirely al-
tered the whole Frame of their Government. Nor
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do Ifind the Proceedings of either, in this Point tor
Bave been condemned by any Hiftorian of the fuc-
ceeding Ages. .

Bur a great deal hath been already faid by other
Writers, upon this invidious and beaten Subje& ; there~
fore I fhall let it fall ; although the Point be com-
monly miftaken, efpecially by, the Lawyers; whoof
alother Profeffions feem leaft to underftand the Na«
tweof Government in general ; like under Workmen,
who are expert enough at making a fingle Wheel in
aClock, but are utterly ignorant how to adjuft the
feveral Parts, or to regulate the Movement.

To return’ therefore from this Digreffion: it is a
Church-of-England-Man’s Opinion, that the Freedom'
of a Nation confifteth in an abfolute wn/imited legifia-
tive Power, wherein the whole Body of the People
are fairly reprefented, ard in an executive duly limited:
Becafe on this Side likewife, there may be’ danger-
dus Degrees, and a very ill Extreme. For, when .
two Parties in a State are pretty equal in Poaver,
Pretenfions, Merit, and.Virtue,(for thefe two laft are,
with refation to Parties and a Court, quite different
Things), it hath been the Opinion of the beft Wri-
rs upon Government, that a Prince ought not in
any Sort to be under-the Guidance or Influence of
cither; becaufe he declineth, by this Means, from
his Office of prefiding over the Whole to be the Head
Of a Party ; which, befides the Indignity, renderethr
him anfwerable for all publick- Mifmanagements, and
the Confequences of them: And inm wﬁétever State
this happens, there muft either be a Weaknefs in-the:
Prince or Miniftry, or elfe the former is too much’
mned by the Nobles, or thofe who reprefent the

e, - .

To conclude: A Church-of-England-Man may with
rudence and a good' Conicience approve the pro-
fefled Principles of one Party more than the other, .
acording as he thinks they beft promote the good
of Church and State ; -but he wilg never be fwayed-

Paffion or Intereft to advance an Opinion merel

Ha becaufe
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becaufe it is that of the Part{(he moft approveth.;.
which one fingle Principle he looketh upon as the Root
of all our Civil Animofities. ‘To enter into a Party as
into an Order of Fryars, with fo defigned an Obe-
dience to Superiors, is very unfuitable both with the

civil and religious Liberties, we fo zealoufly afiert..

Thus, the Underftandingsiofia whole Senate are. of-
ten enflaved by three or four Leaders on each Side ;
who, inftead of intending the publick Weal, have
their Hearts wholly fet upon Ways and Means. how to
get, or to keep Emtgloyments. But to fpeak more
at large; how has this Spirit of Fattion mingled it~
felf with the Mafs of the People, changed their Na--
ture and Manners, and the very Genips of the Na-
tion ? Broke all the Laws of Charity, Neighbourhood,
Alliance and Hofpitality ; deftroyed all Ties of Friend-
fhip, and divided Familics againft themfelves ? And no
‘Wonder it fhould be fo, when in order to find . out

the Chara&er of a Perfon ; inftead of inquiring whe~

ther he be a Man of Virtue, Honour, Piety, Wit,

Senfe, ar Learning ; the modern Queftion is
‘only, whether he be a Whig or a Tory ; under which.
Terms all good and ill Qualities are included.

Now, becaufe it is a Point of Difficulty to chufe
an exad Middle between two ill Extremes; it ma
be worth inquiring in the prefent Cafe; which of thefe
awife and good Man would rather feem to avoid:
Taking therefore their own good and ill Charaters
with due Abatements and Allowances for Partiality
and Paffion; I fhould think, that, in order to pre-.
ferve the Conftitution entire in the Church and State;
whoever hath. a true Value for both, would be fure.
to avoid the Extremes of Whig for the Sake of the
former ; and the Exremes of %»_-y on account of the
latter.

. I have now faid all that I could think convenjent
wpon fo nice 2 Subje&t; and find, I have the Am-.
bition common with,other Reafoners, to with, at leaft,.
that both Parties may think me ix sbe Right ; which

. . A would

1
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would be of fome Ufe to thofe who have any Virtue
left, but are blindly drawn into the Extravagancies of
either, upon falfe Reprefentations, to ferve the Am-
bition or Malice of defigning men, without any Pro-
fpet of their own. But if that may not be hoped
for; my next. With fhould be,, that both might think
me in the Wrong ; which I would underftand, as an
ample Juftification of myfelf, and a fure Ground to:
believe, that I have proceeded at leaft with Impar-
tility, and perhaps with Truth. -

H 3 AN
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AR G UM E/N.T

To prove, That the:.

Abolithing of Chriftianity;.

I'N

'ENGLAND

Mﬂ)’, as Things now ftand, be attended
with fome %nconvemenc:es, and per-
haps, not produce thofe many good
Effets propofed thercby

Written in the Year 1708.

AM very fenfible what 2 Weakaefs and Prefam~
ption % is,. to reafon againft the general FHumour
and Difpofition of. the World, I remember it
¥ay with great Juftice, and a due Regard to-the
Freedom btk of the Publick and the Prefs, forhidden
“M {evere Penalties to write or dxfcourﬁ, or lay
f;ﬂ alflmn(tthe Union, evensbefore it was confirm-
ament: Becaufe that was looked upon.as
Egg:fe the Current of the People ; whichy

of ity is a. manifcft Breach of the

fundamental
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fundamental Law, that makes this Majority of Opi-
nion tRe Voice of God. In like Manner, and for
the very fame Reafons, it may perhaps be mneither
fafe nor prudent to argue againft the abolithing of Chri-
ftianity, at a Jun€ure when all Parties appear fo un-
#nimoufly deterfnined upon tHe Point; as we canmet
but allow from//their A&iois, .their Difconrfes, and
their Writings. However, I know not how, whether
from the Affe@ation of Singularity, or the Perverfenefs
of human Nature; but fo it unhappily falleth out,
that I cannot be entirely of this Opinion. Nay, al-
though- I were fure an Order were iffued out for my
immediate Profecution by the Attorney-General; I
fhould ftill confefs, that in the prefent Pofture of our
Affairs at home or abroad, I'do not yet fee the ab-
folute Neceflity of extirpating the Chsiftian Religion
from among us. : .

Thuis perliaps may appear too great a Paradox,
even- for our wife and paradoxical Age to-endure:
Therefore I fhall handle it with all T'endernefs, and
with the utmoft Deference to that great and profound
Majority, which is of another Sentiment.

* Anp yet: the Curious may -pleafe to obferve, how
much the'Genius of a Nation 1s lable to alter.irthalf
an Age ; I have heard it affirmed for certain by fome
very old People, that the contrary Opinion was even
in their Memories as much in Vogue as the other is
now ; and that a Proje&t for the abolithing Chri-
ftianity would then "have appeared- as fingular,. and
been thought as abfurd, as it would be at:this. time
to write or difcourfe in its Defence. O
* TuerEForE I freely own, that all Appearances
are againftme. The Syftem of the Gofpel, after the
Fate of other Syftems, is generally antiquated 'and ex-
ploded ; and the Maf$ or Body of the common. People,
among whom it feemeth to have had its lateft Credit,
are now grown as much athamed of it as their:Betters :

inions, like Fafhions always defcending from thofe

of Quality to the middle Sort, and thence to the Vul-
gar, where at length they are drop'd and vmﬂxB
- uT
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Bur here I would not be miftaken ; and muft there-
fore be fo bold as to borrow a Diftin&tion from the
Writers on the other Side,, when they make a Diffe-
rence between nominal and real Trinitarians. 1 hope
10 Reader imagineth me fo weak as to ftand up in the
Defence of real Chriftiagity ; fuch as ufed in primi=
tive Times (if we may, belieye the -Authoss. of-thofe
Ages; to have an Influence upon Mens Belief and
Alions.) To offer at the reftoring of that, wquld
indeed be a wild Proje& ; it would be to dig up Foun- .
dations ; to deftroy at one Blow a// the Wit, and ba/f
the Leaming of the Kingdom ; to break the entire
Frame and “Conftitution of Things; to ruin Trade,.
extinguith Arts and Sciences with the Profeffors of them;
I fhort, to turn our Courts, Exchanges, and Shops -
o Defarts : And would be full as abfurd as the Pro-

of Horace, where he advifes the Romaus, all in a

Y, to léave their City, and feek a new Seat in.

¢ remote Part of the World, by Way of Cure for

¢ Corruption of their Manners.

TuergrorE, I think this Caution was in itfelf al-
Wgether unneceffary, (which I have inferted only to-
ir,cvent all Poffibility of cavilling) fince every candid

¢ader will eafily underftand my Difcourfe to be in-.
®0ded only im Defence of mominal Chriftianity ; -the.
Other having been for fome Time wholly laid afide by-
‘8:"“31 Confent; as utterly inconfiftent with our pre-

it Schemes of Wealth and Power.

20T why we fhould therefore, caft off the Name and,
Tide of Chriftians, although the general Opinion and;
Refolgtltm be fo violent for it ; I confefs I cannot (with,
Submiffiony apprehend- the Confequence neceffary.
However, fince the Undertakers propofe fuch wonder-
ful Advantages to the Nation by this Project; and
‘,dvanﬁe many plaufible Objetions againft the Syftem
"fchflﬁianity ; I fhall briefly confider the Strength of °

th; fairly “allow them their greatet Weight, and
"ﬂ'e_f fuch Anfwers as I think mof reafonable. After
Vhich [ will heg leave to fhew what Laconveniencies.

o . ! mays
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may .poﬂibly happeh by fuch an Innovation, in the

prefent Pofture of our Affairs. ;

Firft, ONE great Advantage propofed by the abo-
Rhing of Chriftianity is, That it would very much
enlarge and eftablifh Liberty of Confcience, that great
Bulwark of our Nation, and of the Proseflant Religion,
which is ftill too/much limited. by Pri¢fi-craft, not-
withftanding all thes good Intentions of the Legifla-
ture ; as we have lately found by a fevere Inftance.

For it is confidently reported, that two young Gentle--

men of great Hopes, bright Wit, and profound Judg-
ment, who, upon a-thorough Examination of Caufes
and Effects, and by the mere Force of natural Abili-
ties,. without the leaft Tin&ure of Learning ; having
made a Difcovery, that there -was no God, and ge-
neroufly communimtinlg their Fhoughts for the Good
of the Publick ; were fome Time ago, by an unparal-
lelled Severity, and upon I know not what obfolete
Law, broke only for Blajpbemy. And as it hath beer
wifely abferved, if Perfecution once begins, mo Man
alive. knaweth how far-it may reach, or where it will
end. :
* In anfwer to all which; with Deference to wifer
Judgments ; I think this rather fhews the Neceffity
of a nominal Religion among us. Great Wits love to
be free with the higheft Obje&s ; and, if they cannot be
allowed a God to revile or renounce, they will fpeak
Ewil of Dignities, abufe the Government; and refleé
upon the Miniftry ; which, J-am fure, few will deny to.
be of much more pernicious Confequence ; according.
to the Saying of Tiberius, Deoram offenfa Diis cure.
As to the particular Fa& related, I think it is not fair
to argue from one Inftance’; perhaps another cannot be
roduced ; yet-(to the Comfort of all thofe, who may
Be apprehenfive of Perfecution) Blafphemy we know
is freely fpoke a Millien of Times in every Coffee-
houfe and Tavern, or where-ever elfe good Gompary.
meet. It muft be allowed indeed; that, to break-an’
Englifh free-born Officer only for Blafphemy, was, o
fpeak the gentleft of fuch an Adtion, a very bigh Stragz_
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«f abfolute Power. Little can be faid in Excufe for
the General ; perhaps he was afraid it.might give Of-
fence to the Allies, among whom, for ought I know,
it may be the Cuftom of the Country to believe a
God. " But if he argued, .as fome have done, upon a
miftaken Principle, that an Officer who is guilty of
fpeaking Blafphemy, may, fome Time or other, pro-
<eed fo far as to raife a Mutiny'; thé Confequence is,
by no Means, to.be admitted : For, furely, the Com-
-mander of an Englifb Army is like to be butill obeyed
whofe Soldiers fear and reverence him.aslittle as they
4o a Deity. -

It is further obje®ed ‘againft the Gofpel Syftem,
that it obligeth Men to the Belief of Things too diffi-
alt for Free-thinkers, and fuch who have fhdken
of the Prejudices that ufually cling to a confined Edu-
ation. 'To which I .anfwer, that Men fhould be
<autious how they raife Objetions, which refle&t upon
the Wifdom of the Nation. Isnot every Body freely
allowed to believe whatever he pleafeth, and to pu-
blith his Belief to the World whenever he thinketh fit ;
¢lpecially if .it ferve to ftrengthen the Party which is
dn the Right ? Would any indifferent Foreigner, who
hould read the Trumpery lately written by Agill,
Tindall, Toland, Coward, and forty more, imagine
the Gofpel to be our Rule of Faith, and:confirmed
by Parliaments ? Doth any Man either believe, or fay,
he believeth or defireth to have it thought that he fays
de believeth one Syllable of the Matter ? And is any
Man worfe received upon that Score ; or doth he find

Want of NominalFaith a Difadvantage to him, in
the Purfuit of any Civil, or Military, Employment 2
Whatif there be an old dormant Statate or two againf

! Are they not now obfolete, to a Degree, that
Empfon and Dudley themfelves, if they were now alive,
would find it impoffible to put them in Execution ?
. Iris likewife urged, that there are, by Cémputation,
In this Kingdom, above ten thoufand Parfons ; whofe
Revenues, added to thofe of my Lords the Bifhops,
Would fuffice to maintain, at leaft, two hundred young
) Gentlemen
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. Gentlemen of Wit and Pleafure, aind Free-thinking;
Enemies to Prisft-craft, narrow Principles, Pedantry,
-and Prejudices s who wnight be an -Ofnament to the
Court and Town : ‘And then again, {o great a Num-
ber of able: (bodied) Divines might be a Recruit to
‘our Fleetand Armies. This; indeed, appeareth to be
a Confideration of . fome| Weight, ~But then, on the
-other Side, feveral Things deferve to be confidered
likewife : as, Firft, Whether it may not be thought
neceflary, that in certain Tracs of Country, like what
gwe call Parithes, there fhould be o Man, at leaft, of
Abilities to read and write. Then, it feemeth a
-wrong Computation, that the Revenues of the Church
throughout this Ifland, would be large .enough te
umaintain two hundred young Gentlemen, or even
half that Number, after the prefent refined Way of
Living ; that is, to allow each of them fuch a Rent,
‘as, in.the modern Form of. Speech, would make them
-eafy. :But flill, there is in this Projet a greater Mif-
:chief behind ; and we ought to beware of the Woman’s
Folly, who killed the l%en that every Morning laid
" her a golden Egg. For, pray, what would become
~of the Race ef Men in the mext Age, if we had no-
thing to truft to, befides the fcrophulous confumptive
Produétions furnithed by our Men of Witand Pleafure;
when, having fquandered away their Vigour, Health,
and Eftates, ‘they are forced, by fome difagreeable
-Marriage, to piece up their broken Fortunes, and
wentail Rottennefs and. Politenefs on their. Polterity ?
'Now, here are ten thoufand Parfons reduced by the
wife Regulations of Henry VIII. to the Neceflity of
‘a low Dijet, and moderate Exercife, who are the
only great Reftorers of our Breed ; without which,
the Nation would, in an Age or two, become but
one great Hofpital. . .
AnoTHER Advantage propofed by the abolifhing
of Chriftianity is, the clear Gain of one Day in {even,
which is now entirely loft, and confequently the King-
«dem one feventh lefs confiderable in Trade, Bufi-
:nefs and Pleafure ; befide the Lofs to the Publick of fo
many
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amaty flately StraCtures now in the Hands of the
Clergy ; which might be converted into ‘Theatres, Ex-
changes, Market-houfes, common :Dormitories, and
<other publick Edifices.

I'hope I fhall be forgiven a hard Word, if I-calt
this 2 perfect Cavil. I readily own there hath beea
an old Cuftom, Time ouit'of l&ind, for Peaple ®0) af-
femble i the Chrurches every Suwday, and-that Shops
are fiill ‘frequently fhut, in-order, as it- is *conceived,
to preferve the Memory of that antient.Practice ; but
how this can prove a Hindrance to :Bufinefs, or Plea-
fure, is hard to imagine. What if the Men of Plea-
fure, are forced, one Day in theWeek, to game at
bome, inftead of the Chocolate-Hoife? Are mot the
Taverns and Coffee-Houfes open 2+ Can there be a more
foavenient Seafon for taking a-Dofe of Phyfick ¢ Are
fewer Claps got upon: Sundays than other Days ? Is
not that the chief Day for Traders to fum up the Ac-
counfs of the Week ; and for Lawyers to prepare their
Briefs ? But I would fain-know-how it can be pretend-
¢d, that the Churches are mifapplied. Where are
more-Appointments and Rendezvouzes of Gallantry ?

here more Care to appear in the forcmoft Box with
freater Advantage of Drefs? Where more Meetings
for Bufinefs »W here more Bargains driven of all Sorts ?
glnd where:{fo -many Conveniencies, or Incitements to

cep? ) ) .

TheRz is'one Advantage, greater than any of the
foregoing, propofed by the abolithing of Chriftianity 3
that:it “will utterly extinguifh Parties ameng us, by
Teioving thofe fadtious Diftinétions of High and Loav
Church, of Whig and Tory, Prefbyterian and Church-
%-England ; -which are now fo many grievous Clogs
Upon publick Proceedings, and difpofe Men to preter
the pratifying themfelves, or deprefling their Adver-
‘sﬂnes, ‘before the moft important Intereft of the

tate, - -

I confefs, if it were certain that fo great an Ad-
Vantage would redound to the Nation by this Ex-
pedient, I would fubmit and be filent : But, will any

oL, I, I A Man
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Man fay, that, if the Words #Whoring, Drinking, Cheat<
ing, Lying, Stealing, wese, by A& of Parliament,
cjected out of the Englip Tongue and Diionaries,
we fhould all awake next Morning chafte and tempe-
rate, honeft and juft, and Lovers of Truth. Is this a

. - fair Confequence ? Or, if the Phyficians would forbid

. us to ‘pronounce’\the ! Words Pox{ (Gout, Rbexmatifim,

\

and Store ; weuld that. Expedient ferve Bke fo.many
Talifmans .to deftroy the Difeafes themfelves? Are
Party and Fa&ion rooted in Mens Hearts no deeper
than Phrafes borrowed from Religion, or founded up-
on no firmer Principles ? And is our Language fo poor,
that we cannot find other Terms to exprefs them ?
Are Envy, Pride, Avarice, and Ambiton, fueh il
Nomenclators, that they cannot furnifh Appellations
for their Owners ? WIill not Heydukes and Mamalukes,
Mandarines, and Potfbaws, or arty other Works formed
at Pleafure, . ferve to diftinguith thofe who are.in the
Minifiry from .others; who awould be in it .if they
could ? What, for Inftance, is eafier than to vary .the
Form: of Speech ; and,- inftead of the Word Church,
make it a Queftion in Politicks, Whether the Mams-.
ment be in Danger ? Becaufe Religion was neareft at
Hand to furnith a, few.convenient Phrafes : Is cur
Invention fo barren, we can. find no other ? Suppofe,
for Argument Sake, That the Tories favoured * Marga-
rita, the Whigs Mrs. Tofts, and the Trimmers Valen-
tini ; Waould not Margaritians, Toftians, and Falenti-
mians, be very. tolerable Mazks. of . Diftinéion ? The
Prafini and Veneti, twe moft virulent Factions in
Italy, began (if I remember right) by a Diftinction of
Colours 1n Ribbands; which we.might do, with as

‘good a Grace, about the Dignity.of the Blus and

Green; and would ferve as properly to divide the
Court, the Parliament, .and the Kingdom between
them, . as any Terms of Ast ahatfoever, borrowed

: “from

® Italian Singers then in Vogue.

\
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fiom Religion. Therefore, I think there is little
Force in this Obje&tion againft Chriffianity ; or Pro--
{pet of fo great an.Advantage as.is prapofed in the
abolithing of it.i. .

Ir is again objefted, as a very abfurd; ridiculous
Caftom, .aSet of Men.fhould be .fuffered, much
lels employed, and hired to bawl-one Dayin feyen,
againt the Lawfulnefs of thofe 'Methods moft in Ufe
towards -the Purfuit of Greatnefs, . Riches, and Plea-
fire; which are the conftant Pra&ice of all Men
dlive.on-the.other fix: . But this Objeétion is, I think,
a litle unworthy fo: refined. an Age- as ours. Let
us argue . this Matter calmly; I.appeal to the Breaft
of any polite Free-thinker, . whether in the Purfuit of
gratifying a predominant Paflion, he hath not always
felt a wonderful Incitement, by refleing it was a
Thing forbidden-: And therefore we fee, in order to
cultivate this. T'afte, the Wifdom' of the Nation hath
taken fpecial €are, that the Ladies fhould be furnith-
ed: with prohibited Silks, and the Men with prohibit-
edWine: Amnd, indeed, it were* to be withed, that
fome other Prohibitions were promoted; in order to
improve the Pleafures of the Town ; which, for want
of fuch Expedients, b?n. already as I am told, to
fag and grow languid; giving way daily to cruel
Inroads from the Spleen.. .

It is likewife propofed, as a great Advantage to
the Publick, that if we once difcard-the Syfilem of
the Gofpel, all Religion will, of courfe, be banithed
for ever ;. and confequently along with it, thofe gries
veus - Prejudices of ‘Education; which, under :-the
Names of : Virtne, Conftience, Honour, . Jutice, . and
thelike, are fo apt to difturb the Peace of human
Minds ; and the Notions whereof are fo hard to be
eradicated: by right Reafon;: or Eree-thinking, fomes
times during the whole Courfe of our Lives.

Hene, firft, I obferve how -difficult it is to get rid
of a Phrafe, which the World is once grown fond of;
dthough the Occafion that firft produced it, be ens
Wwely taken. away. For feveral Years paft, if aMa:

Iz ha
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had but an ill-favoured Nofe, the Deep-thinkers of.

the Age, would fome Way or other, contrive to im- -

te the Cawle to the Prejudice of his- Education.
‘rom this Fountain are faid to be derived all our fool-
ith Notions of Juftice, Piety, Love of our-Country ;

all our Opinions of God, or a future State,- Heaven, .
Hell, and the like/\And|there| might formerly, per--.

haps, have been fome Pretence for this Charge. But

fo effectual Care hath been fince taken, to remove

thofe Prejudices by an entire (}hanf! in. the Methods

of Education ; that (with Honour I mention it to our

polite Inneovatars) the young Gentlemen whe are now

on the Scene, feem to have not the leaft Tin&wyre left

of thofe Infufions, or Scuz of thofe Weeds ; and, by

Confequence,.the Reafon for abolifhing Nomime/ Chri- -
flianity upen that Pretext, is wholly ceafed.

For the reft, it may perhaps adimit a Contro- |

verfy, whether the banithing all Notions-of Religion
whatever, would be. convemient for: the Vulgar..
Not that I am, in the leaft, of opinion ‘with thofe,

who hold Religion to have.been the Invention of Pos.

liticians, to keep the lower Part of the World in awe,
- by the Pear of iavifible Powers; unlefs Mankind were
then very diffarent from what it is now : For I look-
upon the Mafs, or Body of our People here in Exg-
dand, to be as Free-thinkers, that is to fay, as flanch
. Unbelievers, as any of.the higheft Rank., But I
conceive fome feattered Notions about: .. fuperiot
Power to be of fingular Ufe for the common Peo--
e, as furnifhing excellent Materials to keep-Chil-
ren quiet, when they grow peevith;  and provi-
ding Topicks of Amufement in a tedious Winter-
night, ' '

‘Lastry, Itis prop as a. fingular Advantage,
that the abolithing of Chriftianity, ‘will very much
contribute to the upiting of Preseflants, by enlagng_
the Terms of Communion, fo-as to take in all Sorts
of Diffenters ; who are- now fhut out of the Pale upon
account of a few Ceremonies, which ali Sides confefs
te. be Things indifferens : Thgt this lhmmlé eﬁ!e».

L. © Qually

|
|
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Gudlly anfwer the great Ends of a Scheme foy”Com-~
prebenfion, by opening a large noble Gate, a which
‘all Bodies miay enter; whereas the chafferig with
Difenters, and. ing about this or the other Ce-
femony, is batl like. opening a few Wickets, and
karing them at jar, by which no more than one' can
ﬁdli: at a Time, and that not without floppingand
ing, and fqueezing; his Body. |
To all this I anfwer,-Phat there is one darling
Inclination of Mankind, which ufually affeéteth to be
iRetainer to Religion, although the be neither isy
P‘fe_ﬂﬁiﬁ Godmother, orits Friend; I meanthe
Spirit of Oppofition, that lived long before Chriftie
auty, and can eafily fubfit withoutit. Let us, for:.
] , examine .wherein the Oppofition of Se&a-
nes among us confifteth ; .we fhall find Chriftianity-
% have no Share in it atall. Does the Gofpel any-
where prefcribe a ftarched fqueezed Countenance,
ff formal Gait, a Si:i)larity of Manners and Ha- -
bit, or any affe@ted-Modes of Speech,- differentfrom
te reafonable Part of Mankind ¢ Yet, if Chriftianity
did not lend its Name, to #and in the Ga, and to
employ or divert thefe Humours, they mdft of Ne-
Glity be. fpent in Contraventions to the Laws of
the Land, and Difturbance of the publick Peace.
Thﬁfe is a Portion of Enthufiafn afligned to eve
Nation, which ifit hath not -proper Gbjaéts. to .wo:z
on, will burft out, and fet all in a Flame. If tife
Uiet of a State can be bought by only flingin
en‘'a few Ceremonies to devoar, it is a Purchaf%
10 wife Man would refufe. Let the Mattiffs amufe
themfelves about a Sheep-fkin flufted with Hay, pro-
Vided it will- keep them from worrying the Flock.
Th_c Infiitution of Convents abroad, feemeth in one
Point 5 Strain of great Wifdom ; there bcing few
'regularities in human Pafiions, that may not _ave
ccourfe to vent themfelves in fome of thofe hOr-
*15; which are fo many Retreats for the Spec ula-
t“’e.:'thc Melancholy, the Proud, the Silent, the
Rolitick, and. the Morofe, to. fpend themfelves, aad

I 3 evaporate:-

~
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sevaporate the noxious Particles; for each of whom,
.we in this. llland are forced to-provide a feveral Seét
of Religion, to keep them quiet, And whenever

.Chriftianity fhall be abolithed, the Legiflature muft

find . fome other Expedient to employ and entertain
them. For what importeth it, how large a Gate
you open, if there will |be) always left,a Namber,

who place a Pride and a Merit in refofing to en- -

ter? ‘

Havine thus confidered the moft important Ob- -

jeGtions againft Chriftianity, and the chief Advanta

propofed by the abolithing thereof ; I thall now, with -

equal Deference ‘and Submiffion to wifer Judgments

as before, proceed to mention a few Inconveniencies -

that may happen, if the Gofpel fhould be repealed ;.

" which perhaps, the Projectors may not have fuffici- -

-ently confidered.

Anp firft, k am very fenfible how much the Gen- - '

tlemen of Wit and Pleafure are apt to murmaur, and .
be ‘chocked at the Sight of fo many daggled-tail,
Parfons, who happened to fall in their Way, and.

offend their Eyes: But at the fame time thefe wife - |

Reformers do - not confider what an Advantage and*
Felicity it is, for great Wits to be always provided -
with Obje@s of Scorn and Contempt,.in order to. ex-
ercife and improve their Talents, and. divert their -

leen from 'fming on each othier, or.on themfelves ;..
efpecially when all this- may be. done: without the
leaft imaginable Danger 20 their Perfons.. ]

Anp to urge another Argument of a parallel Na- -
ture : If Ch‘xl-i‘Xixnity were once abolifhed, how could
the Free-thinkers, the ftrong Reafoners, and the
Men of profound Learning be able. to find another
Subje fo.calculated in allsl’oints whereon to difplay
their Abilities.. What wonderful Produitions of Wit
fhould we be deprived of, from thofe whofe Genius,
by continual Prattice, hath been wholly turned upon
Raillery and Inove&ives againit Religion ; and would
therefore never be able to fhine or diftinguith them- -
fclves upon any other Subje®?, We. are daily com-

: : plaining
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phining: of the: great Decline of Wit among us; and
mtdd?ve-take gwn:y,the greateft, perhapsgtﬁe only -
Topick we have left:? Who would ever have fufpet.ed- -
4fill for a Wity.or Toland for .a Philofopher, if the.:
inexhanftible Stock:of Chriftianity had not been at -
Hand w provide. them with Materials ¢ What other -
Subject through all Art of Nature could have produced. :
Tindal for a profound Adthor, or furnifhed him with .
Readers ? It is the wife Choice of the-Subject, that .
done adorneth and diftinguithes the Writer. For had -
an hundred fuch-Pens as.thefe been employed on the -
Side of Religion, they would haveimmediately funk -
into Silence. and Oblivion.-.

Nor: de I« think4it.whélly -groundlefs, or my -
Fears altogethier. imapinary ; ‘that the abolithing of -
Chriftianity may, perhaps, bring the Church in Dan- -
ger; ory: at leat, pyt.the Senate to the T'rouble of
another. {feeuring Vote... I.defire, I may not be mif-- -
tsken; I aro. far-from prefuming to affirm or think,..
that the Chureh:is in Danger at prefent, or as. Thin‘gs. .
now ftand ; but we.know not how foon it may be fo, .
when the - Chriftian. Religion s repealed. As plau-- -
fible as this' Proje& feems, -there: may a. danger- -
04 Defign lurk under it. Nothing can:be. more .
Notorious, than that the Arbeifs, I::{{ﬂ:, - Socinians,
Anii-Trinitarians, and okher Subdivifions of Free- -
thinkers, are Perfons of little . Zeal for the prefent
Ecdefidftical Eftablihment: Their declared Opini- -
on iis. for repealing :the facramental Teft; they are. !
very indifferent with: regard .to: Ceremonies ; nor
4o they hold the. Fas Diwsmum of Epifcopacy. There-
fore this may be. intended -as one politick Step to--
wards altering the Conftitution of -the Church efta-
blifhed, and Eming up Preféytery in the.Stead ; which
Lleave to be further confidered by thofe at the Helm.

In the laft Place, I think nothing can be m8re plain,.
than that by this Expedient we fhall run into.the Evil
we chiefly pretend to avoid; and that thé Aboliths-
Gent of the Chriftian Religion, will be the r::aci‘i:fﬁ

ourfa:
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Courfe we can take to introdece P i Avd I am:
the more inclined tgthis Opinion, becaufe we know
it hath been the conitant Pratice of the Fsfwts to
fend over ‘Emiflaries, .with Inftrutions to-perfonate
themfelves Members of the feveral prevailing SeQs
among us. So it is-recorded, that they. have at.fon~
dry '%imcs appeared-in the Guife of Prefyterians,
Anabaptifis, Independests, |and (Qudkers);. accordimg as
any of thefe.were moft in Credit: So, finge the
Fafhion hath been taken up of exploding Religion,
the Popise Miflionaries have not been wanting to mix
with the Free-thinkers ;. among whom, 7oland, . the |
great Oracle of the Antr-Chrifiians, is an Irifs Prieft,
the Son of an Jri/s Prieft; and.the moft learned and
ingenious Author of a Book, called the Rights -of the
Cfri/h'an Church, was, in.a psoper Juntture, reconciled
-to the Romi/b Faithy wbhofe true Son, as appeareth by
an hundred Paffages in his Treatife, he fill continueth.
Perhaps I could add fome others to the Number; but
the Fa& is beyond Difpute ; and the Reafoning shey

roceed by, 1s right; for, fn{)p_oﬁng- Chriflianity to
Ec extinguithed, the People will never be at Eafe, until
they find.out fome ather Method..of, Worthip ; which
will as infallibly produce Superftition, as this will end
in Popery. ‘ ) . .

Anp therefore, if, notwithfanding all I have
faid, it fhall flill be thought neceffary to have a Bill
‘brought.in_ for repealing Chriftianity ; I wogld. hum-
bly ofker an Amendment, that inftead of the Werd
Cz;iﬁiam'ty, may.be put Religion in general ; which
I conceive, will much better anfwer all -the. good
Ends propofed by the Projeftors of it,  Eor, as long
as we leave in Being a God,.and his Providence,
with all the. neceflary ,Confequences, whigh curious
and inquifitive Men will be apt to,draw from fuch
Premifes; we do.not frike at the .Root of the Evil,
although.we fhould ever.fo effetually annihilate the

refent Scheme of the Gofpel. For, of what Ufe is
‘reedom. of Thought, ifP it will .not produce Free:
dom of Adtion; which is the fole Ead, how }emotc
ocver,
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fdever, i Ap, e, 0f all Objections againft Chri-
fiznity ? And “therefore, the Free-thinkers confider
itasa Sort of Edifice, wherein all the Parts have
fach a mutual Dependence on each other, thatif you
happen to puil.out one. fingle Nail, the whole Fabrick
ma fall to the Ground. . 'This was happily exprefled .
by him, who had heard of a\Text brought for Proof
6ithe Trinity, which in an antient Manufcript was
dierently read ; he thereppon immediately took the
Hint, and by a fudden Dedu&ion of a long Sorites,
moftlogically concluded : -Why, ifit be as you fay,
Imay fafely whore and drink on,. and defy the Parfon.
From which, and many the like Inftances, eafy to be
produced, I think nothing can be more manifeft, thin

that the Quarrel is not againft any pasticular Points of
- hard Digeftion in the Chriftian Syftem ; bat againft
Religion in general ; which, by laying Reftraints on
buman Nature, isfuppofed the great Enemy to the
Freedom of Thought and Aion.

Uron the whole; if it fhall fill be thought for
the Benefit of Charch and State, that Chriftianity be -
*0_ ; I conceive, however, it may be more con-
venient to defer the Execution to a Time of Peace;
ad not venture in this Conjunéture to difoblige our.
Allies; who, as it falleth out, are all Chriftians ; and-
many of them, by the Prejudices of their Education,
‘°-,b'gmd, as to place a ‘Sort-of Bride in the Appel- .-
ltion.  If, upon icing reje@ted by them, we are to-.
tuft to an Alliance with the Turé, we fhall find our-..

lves ‘l;;nch deceived : for, as he is too renéote, and

tally en in War with the Perfiar Emperor;
2 his Pcoplgavgve‘n;ﬂd be more fcandalized at ourpe;:ﬁ- -
deligy, than oar Chriftian Neighbours. Becaufe, the
Turks are not only ftrict Obfervers of religious Wor- -
g:’eP ;‘gut, what is worfe, believe a God ; whi?h is
te than is required of us, even while we preferve.:
the Name of Chriftians y

k'lho

1
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. To conclude : Whatever fome may-think of the
.Fea: Advantages to Trade, by this favourite Scheme;
do very much apprehend, that, in fix Menths Time,
after the A&t is p for the Extispation of the Go-
{pel,. the Bank and Eaf India Stock may fall, at leaft, -
ne per Cent, And, fince that is fifty Times more
than ever the Wifdom, of jour, Age thetght fit to ven.
ture for the Prefervatien of Chriftianity,. there is no

Reafon we fhould be at fo great a Lofs, merely for the
Sake of dyffroging it.  * o

- 1




PREDICTITONS
For the TEAR 1,70"8;

Wherein “the ‘Month, and Day of the
Month are fer down, the Perfons nam-
ed, and the great Actions and Events of
-next Year particularly.related as they will
come to pafs. ’

Written to prevent the People of ‘Englasid from being
farther impofed on by valgar dimanack-Makers.

By ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, Ef;

Lis faid, that the Author, when be bad writ the following Pae
.2er, and being* ot a Lofs- what' Noame to prefix to it ; ga fing
_lbm}b Long-Acre, obferved a Sign over a Houfe where a
Pﬂ mith dwelt, and found the Name Bicker{taff written under
it : Which being a Name fomewhat wncommon, be chofe to call
bimfelf TGac Biekerftaff. This Name was fometime afterward
mads ufe of by Sir Richard Stecle, and Mr. Addifon, in the
TATLERS ; in which Papers, as well as many of .the SPEC-

;ATORS, it is well known, that the .Author bad a confiderable
art, -
'

AV ING long confidered the grofs Abufe of
Aftrology in this Kinfdom ; upon debating the
Matter with myfelf, I could not poflibly lay the

Fagl upon the Art, but, upon thofe grofs Impoﬁoll'ls,
who
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+who fet up to be the Artifts. I know feveral learned

. Men have contended, that the whole is a Cheat; thatit
is abfurd and ridiculous to-imagine, the Starscan have
any Influence at all-upon human 'A&ions, Thoughts,

~or Inclinations : ‘And whoever-hath -not bent his Stu-

- dies that Way, may-be excufedifor ehinking fo, when |
be fees in how'Wretched 2 Manrier ohiis: mohle Artis |

treated, by a few mean illiterate Traders- between us -

-and the Stars ;~who import a_yearly Stock of Non-
fenfe, Lies, Folly, and Impertinence, whith they
- offer to the World as:.genuine*from the Planets; al-
~though they defcend  from. no greater a Height than

_ »their own Brains.

Iintend, in a fhert time, to.publifh a Jirge and

trational Defence of- this ‘Art; and, therefore, fhall
fay no more in its Juftification at prefent,. than that it
‘hath been in all Ages defendex by many learned
Men ; and, among the reft, by Secrazes Wimielf, whom
1 look upon as undoubtedly the wifeft of uminfpired
Mortals: To which if we add, that thofe who have
condemned this Art, although otherwife learned, ha-
- ving been fach as either did not apply their Studies
- this Way,' or at leaft did net facceéd in their Appl-
-cations ; their Teftimony will not be of much Weight
-to its. Difadvantage, fince they are lighlé to the com®.
-mon Objeétion of condemning what they did not un-
derftand. ’ ’ . ; ’
Nogr am I at all offended, or think it an Injury t
the Art, when I fee the common Dealers ia it,
Students in Afirology, the Philomaths, and the reft of
that Tribe, treated by wife Men with theutmoft Scors
and Contempt: But I rather wonder, when I obferve
“Gentlemen in the Country, rich enough to ferve the
Nation in Parliamrent, poring in Partrige’s Almanack,
to find out the Events of the Year at home and
broad ; not daringto propefe a Hunting-match, un*
-€il Gadtury, or'he, hath fixed the Weather.

I will allow either of the two I have mentioned;
or any other of the Fraternity to be not only Aftro-

logers, but Conjurers too; if I do not produce an
ECIS, ) A 3 A n Prhundﬁd
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humdred Inftances -in’ all their Almanacks, to con~
vince any reafonable Man, that they do not fo much
ssunderftand Grammar and Syntax; that they are
notable to fpell any Word out of the ufual Road";
noreven in their Prefaces to write common Senfe or
intelligible Engli/b. Then for their Obfervations and
Predictions, they are fuch as,willtequally) fuit-any
Age, or Country in the World. Tbis Month a certain
great Perfon awill_be threatened awith Death or Sicknefs.
This the News-paper will tell them; for there we
fnd at the End of the Year, that no Month paffes
without the Death of fome Perfon of Note; and it
would be hard, -if it.thould be othérwife, when there
e at leaft two thoufdnd Peffons: of Note in this
Kingdom, many- of them.old; =and, the Almanack-
maker has the Liberty of chufing the ficklieft Seafon
in the Year, where he may*fix his Predi&ion. Again,
Tbis Month an eminent Clergyiman will be preferred ; of
which. there may be fome hundreds, half of them
with one Foot in the Grave. Then, Such a Planet
™ fuh a Houfe fheavs great Machinations, Plots and
Cmppiracies, that may in time be brought to Light : Af-
ter which,  if we hear of any Difcovery, the A-
frologer gets the Honour ; if not, his Prediction fill
#andeth good. And at laft, God preferve King Wil--
' !ﬂm  from all bis open and fecret Enemies, Amen. When,
if the'King fhould haPpen to have died, the Aftrolo-
gerplainly foretold it, otherwife, it pafleth but for
the pious Ejaculation of a loyal Subjeét: Although it

unluckily happened in fome of their Almanacks, that,
Poor King #:lliam was prayed for many Months af-
ter he was dead ; becaufe, it unluckily fell out that
ke died about the Beginning of the Year. '
To mention no more of their impertinent Prediti-
ons: What have we to do with their Advertifements
about Pills, and Drink for the Vencreal Difeaf, or their.
mutual Quarrels in Verfe and Profe of Whig and
Try 2 wherewith the Stars have little to do.. . .-
Havine long obferved and lamented thefe, and 2
hundred other Abufes of this Art, too tedious to re- 7
You. 1. i K peaty
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I refolved to proceed in a new Way; which ¥
doubt not will be to the general Satisfaction of the
Kingdom. I canthis Year produce but a Specimen.
«of what 1 defign for the future ; having employed moft,
Part of my Time in adjufling and correéting the Cal.”
culations I made for fome Years ﬁiﬁ; bea:é, 1 would,
offer nothing to the World of which I am not as fully
fatisfied, as that I am now alive. " For thefe two.laft
Years I have not failed in above one or two Particulars,
and thofe of no very great Moment. I exallly fore-
told the Mifcarriage at Toulon, with all its Pasticnlars 3
and the Lofs of Admiral Shove/; althongh I was mif-
taken as to the Day, placing that Accident abount
thirty fix Hours fooner than it happened ;”but npon
reviewing my Schemes, I quickly found the Caufe of
that Error. I likewife foretald the Battle at Almanza
to the very Day and Hour, with the Lofs on both
fides, and the Confequences-thereof. All which I
fhewed to fome Friends many Months before they hap-.
pened ; that is, I gave them Papers fealed up, to open
at fuch a Time, after which they were at Liberty ta
read them ; and there they found my PrediCtions true
in every Article, except one or two, very minute.

As for the few following PrediCtions I now offer the
World, 1 forbore to publith them, until I had perufed
the feveral Almanacks for the Year we are now entered
upon. 1 found them all in the ufual Strain, and I be
the Reader will compare their Manner with mine : Ans
here I make bold to t:ll the World, that I lay the
whole Credit of my Art upon the Truth of thefe Pre-
dittions ; and I will be content that Partrige, and the.

- relt of his Clan, may hoot me for a Cheat and Impo-
flor,. if I fail in any fingle Particular of Moment. I
believe any Man, who reads this Paper, will look up-
on me to be at leatt 2 Pesfon of as much Honefty and,
‘Underftanding, as 2 common Maker of Almanacks..
T do not lurk in the Dark ; I am not wholly unknown
in the World; I have fet my Name at length, to be
a Mark of Infamy to Mankind, if they fhall find I

decgive them.,
. In
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Ir one Point. X muft defire fo be forgiven ; that I
wlk more {paringly of heme Affairs. As it would be
Imprud ence to tii(tover‘ Secrets of State, fo it might
be dangerons to my Perfon : But in fmaller Matters,
and foch 43 are not ‘of publick Confequence, I fhall
b very free ¢ And the Truth of my ConjeQures will
% muck appear from. thefe as\the|other, ~As forthe
wof fignal Events abroad im France, Flanders, Italy
and Spain, 1 fhall miake no Scruple te predié& themr
#plinTerms : Some of them are of Mmportance,
ad, T hope; T thall feldom ntiftake the Day they will
bappen: “'Fherefore, I think. gpod: to inform the
Readet, that ¥ all along make wfe of the O/ Style
Oferved i Emglasid ; which I defire he will compare,
¥ith tha¢ of the News-papets, at the Time they re-
Bte the ‘AQiotis T mention..

Imuft 2dd one Word more: I know it hath been
the Opinion of {everal learned Petfons, who think well
¢iongh of the true Art 6f Aftrology, That the Stars
40 only incline; - sk not force the Adions or Wills of
Mén. * And therefore, Bowever I may proceed by
Yight Rules; * yo¢ T catinbt in Prudence & confidently
f:‘?, that thi¢ Events will follow exaftly as I predict

Mmoo e e b ;

1lop, T have matarely confidered this ObjeQion,
%hich in fonie Gafes is° of ‘no- Hele Weight. Fos

ainplé-+ A Man tay; by the Influence of an over.
Rlifg Planet, be difpofed of inclined to Luft, Rage,

Avarice ; an] yet by the Force of Reafon over-
e thur éuil Influence.  And'this was the Cafe of
Siotter; - but the great Events of the World ufually
"Pcnding apeti Ng\‘fmben of Men, it cannot be ex-
Peited they fhiould all usiité to crofs theit Inclina--
ﬁ‘m, fiom purfuing a general Defign wherein they
Manimoutly agrée. Befides the Influence of the
rs reacheth to many A&ions and Events, which
¥e niot any way in the Power of Reafon ; as Sick-
t¢fs; Death, and what we commonly call Accidents ;
With many more needlefs to repeat.

K= Bur
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But now it is Time to-proceed to my: Predi@iops;
which I have begun to calculate from the Time that.
the Sun entereth into Aries. "And this. F take to be
properly the Beginning of the patural Yeay. . I purfue

them to the Time that-he entéreth Libra, or fome-

what more, which is the bufy Period of the Year.
The Remainder I have,not yet adjulled.ipon account,
of feveral Impediments needlefs here to mention. Be-’
fides, I muft remind the Reader agajn, that this is
but a Specimen &f what I'defign, in'fucceédipg Years,
to treat more at large, if I may have Liberty and’
.Encouragement. - ) )

My firft Predittion is but a Trifle ;"yet I will men--
tion it, to thew how ignorant thofe fottifh Pretenders,
to Aftrology are in their own Concerns : It relateth
to Partrige the Almanack-maker; I have confulted
the Star of his Nativity by my own Rules; and find’
he will infallibly die ypon the 2gth of March next,
about Eleven at Night, of a raging Fever: There,
fore I advife him to confider of 1t, and fettle his'Af,
fairs in time, I

Tue Month of 4P RIL will be pbfervable fof the
Death of many, great Perfons, On sthe 4t will die
the Cardinal 4 Noailles, Archbiftiop of ~ Paris: On,
the 11th the young Prince of Afiurias, Son to the
Duke of Anjox: On the 14t a great Peer of this
Realm will die at his Country-houfe : On, the 19t
an old Layman of great Fame and Leaming: And on
the 23d an eminent Goldfmith in Lembard-fireet. T
could mention others, both” at home and abroad, lf:
1 did not confider fuch Events.of very liifle Ufe or In-
#rufion to the Reader, orto the World, ~ . -

As to publick Affairs: On the 7th of this Month
there will be an Infurre@tion in Daiphiny, occafioned
by the Oppreflions of the People ; which will not be.
quieted in fome Months. L . .

" O the 15th will be 3 violent Sgorm on the Soith-
Eaft Coaft of France; which will deftroy many of
their Ships; "and fome in the very Harbour, ', T .
- _ N o - ~ . X‘E
. oA ;
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Tue 19** will be famous for the Revolt of 2 whole
Province or Kingdom, excepting one City ; by which
the Affairs of a certain Prince in the Alliance will
take 2 better Face.

MAY, againft common Conjeltures, will be no
very bufy l’&omh in Eaurgpe; but very fignal for the
Death of the Danpbine, which'will happen-on the 7th,
afier 2 fhort Fit of Sicknefs, and grievous Torments
with the Strangury. He dieth lefs lamented by the
Coart than the K?;fgdbmp ) '

On the Pgth; 4 Marefchal of France will break his
Leg by a Fall from his Horfe: I have not been able
i difcover, whether he will then die or not..

Ox the 11th, willbegin 2 moft important Siege,.
which the Eyes of all Evrope will be upon : I'cannot be
more particular ; for in relating Affairs that fo nearly
toncer the Conftderates, and confequently this Kinge-
dom; I' am forcéd to confine myfelf, for. feveral
Realons very obvious to the Reader.

. Ox the 15th, News will arrive of a very fw?ri/irég
Event, than which nothing could be more unexpe&ted.

Ox the 1gth, thre¢ noble Ladies of this Kingdom,.
will, againft all Expetation, prove with Child,. to the.
great Joy of “their Hufbands. )

Onthe 234, a famous Buffoon of the Play-Houfe
will di¢ a ridiculous Death, fuitable to his Vocation.
" JUNE, 'This Month will be diftinguifhed at home,.
by the otterdifperfing of thofe ridiculous deluded En-
thufiafts, commonly called Prophets ; occafioned chief-
b by feeing the Time come, when many of their Pro- °

ecies were to be fulfilled ; and then, finding thems

Ives deteived by contrary Events. Itis indeed to be
admired, how- any Deceiver can be fo weak to foretel
Things near at Hand ; when 3 very few Months muft
of Neceflity difcover the Impofture to all the World =
In this Point, lefs ptudent than common Almanack-
makers, who are fo wife to-wander in generals, talk
dubiouﬂy, and leave to.the Reader the Bufinefs of In-
Rrpretation, : ’ .

: X3 O



108 PREDICTIONS

Ov the 1ft of this Month a French General witd be
killed by a random Shot of a Cannon-ball.

On the 6th, a Fire will break out in the Suburbs of
Paris, which will deftroy -above a thoufand Houfes,
and feemeth to be the Foreboding of what will hap-
pen, to the Surprize of all Exrope, about the End of
the following Month/ .o

On the 1oth, a great Battle will be fought, which
will begin at Four of the Clock in the Afternoon, and
1aft until Nine at Night, with great Obftinacy, but no
very decifive Event. I fhall not name the Place, for
the Reafons aforefaid ; but the Commanders on each
left Wing will be killed ——— I fee Bonfires, and hear
_ the Noife of Guns for a Viftory. )

On the 14th, there will be a falfe Report of. the
French King's Death,

.Ox the zoth, €ardinal Partscarrero will die of a
Dyfentery, with great Sufpicion of Poifon ; but the
Report of his Intention to revolt to King Charles will
prove falfe. . .

- JULY, the 6th of this Month a certain General
will, by a glorious Aétion, recover the Reputation he
loft by former Misfortunes. 7

O the 12th, a great Commander yiill die a Prifoner
in the Hands of his Enemies. :

On the 14th, a fhameful Difcovery will be made of

-a French Jefuit giving Poifon to a great foreign Gene-
ral; and when he is put to the Torture, will make
wonderful Difcaveries. )

In fhort, this will prove a Month of great Aé&tion,
if I might have Liberty to relate the Particulars.

AT ‘home, the Death of an old famous Senator
will happen on the 15th at his Country-houfe, worn
with Age and Difeafes. . -

BuT that which will make this Month memorable
to all Pofterity, is the Death of the Fremcs Kin
Lewis XIV. after a Week’s Sicknefs at Mar/i ; whi

. will happen on the zgth, about Six o’ Clock in the
Evening. It feemeth to be an Effeét of the Gout
in his Stomach, followed by a Flux. And in %ree

. ays
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Days. afker Monfieur Chamillard will follow his. Ma-
fler, dying fuddenly of an Apoplexy. L
* In this Month likewife an Ambafador will die in
London ; bue T cannot affign the Day. ’

- 4UGUST. 'The Adfairs of - France will feem tg -
fuffer no Change for a while under the. Duke of Bur
gundy's Adminiftrations VBut'the Genias thatahimated
the whole Machine being gone, will be the Caufe of
mighty Turns and Revolutions in the following Yean
The new King maketh yet little Change either in the
Ay or the Miniftry; ~but the L_i%els‘againﬁ his
Grandfather, that fly about his very Court give him .
Uneafinefs.

I fee.an Exprefs in mighty Hafte, with.Joy and
Wonder in his {ooks, arriv%ng by the Break of Day
onthe 26¢h of this.Month, having travelled in three
Days a prodigious Joqmey‘bx Land and Sea. In the
Evening I.hear Bells and Guns, and 'fee the blazing
of a thoufand Bonfires. .  :- . .: . Cites

A young Admiral, of noble Birth, doth likewifg
this Month gain immortal Honour, by a great At-

ement. . .

Tue Affairs of Poland are this Month eatirely fete
lled.; Augufius refigneth his Pretenfions, which he had
3gain taken up for fome Time : Staniflaus is peaceably
Poflefled of the Throne and the King of Saweden de-
dareth for.the Emperor. . S

I cannot omit one particular Accident, here at
h"“‘“; that near the End of this Month, much Mif-
chief will be done at Bartbolemew Fair, by the Fall
Qf a Booth. . )

SEPTEMBER. This Month-begins with-a ve-
5y fuprifing Fit of froky Weather, which .will laft
hear twelve Days. :

Tue Pope having long languifhed, laft Month the
Swellings in his Legs breaking, and the Flefh morti-

Ing, will die on the 1r1th inftant: And in three

eeks Time, after a mighty Conteft, be fucceeded
b a Cardinal of the Zmperial Faction, but Native of

Weany, who is now -about fixty one Years old.T

HE
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- ‘T'uw Fronch Arnty aéteth now wholly on e defen-
five, firongly fortified in their- Trenches; and thée
young French King fendetl Overturés for a Treaty of
Peace, by the Dnl%e of Mdntud ; which, becaufe it is
2’ Matter of State that concerneth us here athome,
Y fhal} {fpeak nio fasther of. -
T fhall add biit/one |[Pre8iGtion more, ‘and that in
inyftical Terms, which fhall be included in a- Verfé
eut of Firgil. '

« Mher erit jam Tﬂ'b-,’i o dlm:gmw Arg;‘ )
' Delestos Heroas. -0 - - -

' Upon the 2gth Day of this Month, the fillilling of
Ris Prediftion will be thanifeft ¢ every body. - ~
* Tris is the fartheft I have proceeded in my Calca--
fatiotis f6r the prefent ¥ear. - 1 do tiot pretend, that.
Shef are all tRe- great Bvénts which will'happen in
this Period ;_but that thofe I have fet down WilL ind-
fallibly céme to pafs. It inay, perhiaps,. ftill'be ob-
je@ed, why I hdve nbt {poke more particilarly of
Affairs at home; or of the Succefs of our Armies
whroad, which I'might,” and could very largely have:
done. But-thofe in Power have wifely difconraged.
Men ftom ineddling in publick Coficerns ; and I was
refolved;. by no- Means, to give the leaft Offence..
‘This I will venture to {ay ; that it-will be a glorious
Eampaign for the Aflies; wherein the Enghifs Forces,.
Both_ by Sea and Land. will have their fall Share of
¥onour.: . That ker Majefty Queen ANNE will
continue in Health and Profperity : And, that ng ill.
‘Accident will atfive to -any in'the chief Miniftry.
- - Asto the particalar Events I Kave mentioned, thé
Readers may judge by the fulfilling of them, whethet.
¥ am of the Level with common Aftrologers ; who,
with an old paultry Cant, and a.few Pot-hooks for
Planets to amufe the Vulgat, have, in my Opinion,
%00 lonig been fuffered .to abufe the World. But an.
honeft %hyﬁcian ought not to be defpifed, becaufe.
there - arg fuch Things-as-Mountebanks,. I ho;:a, 1
W A\
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Have fome Share of Reputation, which I would not
willingly forfeit for a Frolick, or Humour: And I
believe no- Gentleman who reads this Paper, will
look upon it to be of the fame Caft, or Mold, with
the common Scribblers that are every Day hawked
about. My Fortune hath placed me above the little-
Regard of writing for a few Pence, which I neither
value nor want: 'Therefore, let not wife' Men'too-
hally condemn this Effay, intended for a good De-
fign to cultivate and improve an antient Art, long in.
Difgrace, by having fallen into mean unikilful Hands.
Alitde Time will determine whether I have deceived
others, or myfelf ; and, I think,. it is no very unrea-
fnable Requeft, that Men would pleafe to fufpend
their Judgments until then. I was once of the Opi- _
nion with thofe who defpife all Predi&tions from the
Stars, until in the Year 1686, a Man of Quality.
fbewed me written -in his #/bum, that the moft learn-
el Aftronomer Captain Hally affured him, he would
never believe any Thing of the Stars Influence, if
there were not a great Revolution in England in the’
Year 1688.  Since that Time;, 1 began to have other
Thoughts ; and, after eighteen Years diligent Study
ad Application, 1 think I have no reafon to repent of
my Pains. I fhall detain the Reader no longer than
to let him know, that the Account I defign to give of |
next Year’s Events, fhall take in the principal Affairs
that happen in Europe: And if Ibe denied the Liber-
ty of offering it to my own Country, I fhall appeal-
t0 the learned World, by publithing it in Latiz, and.
giving Order to have it printed in Holland,

THE
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‘T H E

ACCOMPLISHMENT
, Of the Finst of )
‘Mr. Bickerfaff’s Predi&ions.
BEING AN
ACCOUNT
OF THE
Death of Mr. PARTRIGE, the

"ALMANACK-MAKER, upon the
2gth Inftant.

in a Letter to a Perfon of Honour.

.

Writtén in the Year 1708;

My Loap, : ..
N Obedience to” yowr Lordfhip's Commands, s
well as to fatisfy. my own Curiofity; I have, for
fome days paft, inquired conftansly after Partrige
the Almanack-maker; of whom it was foretold 1
M:. Bickerftaff’s Predi@ions, publithed about a Month.
ago, that he fhould die-the zgth Inftant, abeut Eleven
at Night, of a raging Fever. I had fome Sort of
Knowledge of him when I was employed in the Re-
venue; becgufe he ufed every Year to prefent x}n:

: ~wit
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with his Almanack, as he did other Gentlemen ; up-
-on the Score of fomg little Gratuity we gave him,
-1 faw him accidentalfy once or’twice about ten Days
before he died; and obferved he began very much
0 droop .and kanguifh, although 1 hear his Friends
did ‘not*feem - to “apprehend him in ‘any Danger:
About two or three'Dayslagohe grewdll ; was con-
fined “firtt to his Chamber, and-in 4 few Hours after
".to his Bed; where Dr: Cafe, and Mrs. Kirleus * were
Aent for to vifit, and 40 prefcribe to” him. -Upon
rthiy'Intelligerice, T fént thrice every Day one Servant
~or other to inquire after his Health; and Yefterday
-about four-in the Afterndon, Word was brought me
that he was paft Hopes: Upon which I prevailed
with myfelf to ge and fee him; partly out.of Com-
‘miferation, and, I confefsy partly -out of Curiofity.
He knew me very well, feemed furprifed at my
Condefcenfion, and made -me Compliments upon it
-as well as he could in the Condition he was.
Fhe People about , him. faid, he had "been for fome
Time delirious; . but when I faw him, he had His
Urnderftanding as well as ever I knew, and fpoke
firong and hearty, without any feeming Uneafinefs
or Conftraint. After T had told him, I was forry to
fee him in thole imelancholy Circumftances, and faid
fome other Civilities, fuitable to the Occafion ; I de-
fired him to tell me freely and ingenuoufly whether the
Predittions Mr, -Bickerfflaff- had. publiftted relating to
his Death, had not too much affe€ted and worked on
his Imagination. He confeffed he often had it in his
Head, but never with much Apprehenfion'@ifl about 2
Fortnight before ; fince which Time it had the perpe-
tual Pofleffion of his Mind and Thoughts; and he
did- verily -believe was the true natural Caufe of his
prefént Diftemper: For, faid he, I am thoroughly
perfuaded, and I think I have very good Reafons, that
Mr.- Bickerflaff fpoke' altogether by Guefs, and knew
sio more what will happen this Year than I did myfelf.

- ¢ Two fumons Quacks at that Time in London, 1
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Twld him his Difcotxfe furprifed me;. and I would
be glad he were in a State of Health to be able ¢o tell
. mewhat Reafon he had to be conwvinced of Mr, Bicker<
faf*signorance. . He replied, 1 am a poor ignoranv
Fellow, bred to a mean Trade; - yet 1 have Scnfe.
enoughto knew, that ail Pretences of foretelling by
Aftrology, are Deceits ; for this manifett-Reafon, be-
<anfe the Wife'and Learned, who' can'only judge whe-
ther there be any Truth in this Science, do alt unani-,
zoufly agree o laugh at and defpife it; and nome but
the poor ignorant Vuigar-give it any Credit, and that
. aly upon the Word of fuch filly Wretches as I and
ay Fellows, who can-hardly” wtite or read. I then'
tked him, why. he had not calculated his own Nati-
iy, to fee whether it agreed with Bickerfaff’s Pres
diftions? At which he thook his Head, and faid, O}
S, this is no Time for jeﬁg, but for repenting
thofe Fooleries, as I do now fronf the very Bottom of
myHeart, By what.I' can gather from-you, faid 1;
the Obfervations. and Predi@tions you printed with yoor
Almanacks were ‘miere Impofitions upon the People:
He replied, if it was otherwife; I have the
lefs to anfwer for. We have a common Form for alt
thofe Things: As to-foretelling the Weather, we ne-
ver meddle wirh. tiat, but leaye it to the Printer, wha
taketh it-out of any old Almanack as he thinketl fit »
ereft was my own Invention to make my Alma-
nack fe]] ; having a Wife to maintain, and no other
ay to get my Bread ; for mending old Shoes is a
poor Livelihood : And (added he, fighing) I with I
May not have done more Mifchief by my Phyfick than
@y Aftrology, although I had fome good Receipts
m my Grandmother, and my own Compofitions
were fach, as 1 thought could, at left, do no Hurt.
I'had fome other %ifcourfe with him, which now
Icannot call to Mind; and I fear 1 have already
tred your Lordfhip. 1 fhall only add one Circum-
fance, That on his Death-bed he declared himfelf a
Yonconformift, and had a fanatick Preacher to be
bis fpiritual Guide, After balf an Hopr’s Converfa-
Vou. I L tion,
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my own Defence, I now enter the Lifts againft Falf:
hood, Ignorance, and Envy : But I am exafperated, at
~Jength, .to-drag out- this Cacxs from.the Den of Ob~
“fcurity where he lurketh, detect him by the-Light of
thofe Stars he hath fo impudently traduced, and fhew
there is not a Monfter.in .the Skiés fo pernicious and
malevolent to Mankind, as an ignorant Pretender to
Phyfick and Aftrology. ' "I fhall'not' dire@ly fall on
the many grofs Errors, nor expofe the notorious Ab-
{urdities of this profticated Libeller, until I’ have let
the learned World fairly into the Controverfy depend-
ing, and then leave the unprejudiced to judge of the
,Merits and Juftice of my Caufe.
IT was towards the Conclufion of the Year 1707,
when .an impudent Pamphlet crept-into the Werld,
intitled, Prediftions, &c. by Ifaac Bickerftaff Eff. A-
mong the many arrogant Affertions laid down by that
lying Spirit of Divination, heé was pleafed to pitch on
t{ne Cardinal de Noialles, and myfelf, among many
other eminent and illoftrious Perfons, that were to die
within the Compafs of the enfuing Year; and pe-
remptorily fixes the Month, Day, and Hour of our
Deaths : This, I think, is fparting with great Men,
and publick Spirits, to the Scandal of Religion,- and
Reproach of Pawer; aund'if fovereig: Princes, and
Aftrologers, muft make Diverfion for the Vulgar;
why then, farewel, fay I, to all Governments,. Eccle-
“fiattical and Civil. But, I thank my better Stars, ] am
“alive to confront this falfe and audacious PrediGor, and
to make him rue the Hour he ever affronted a Man of
‘Sciénce and Refentment. The Cardinal may take what
‘Meafures’ he pleafeth with him ;. as his Excellency is
‘a Foreigner, and a Papitt, he hath no Réafon torely on
me for his Juftification ; T fhall only affure ‘the World
he is alive; but as he wis bred to Letters, and is
Mafter of a Pen, let him ufe it in hjs own Defence.
In the mean time, I fhall prefent the, Publick with 2
faithful Narrative of the ungenerous Treatment, and
hard Ufage, 1 have reccived from the virulent Papers,
and malicious Practices of this pretended Aﬁmlogerh



The following Piece, under the Name of
Joun ParTRIGE, Was written by that
famous Poet Nicnoras Rowe, Efgs
and therefore being upon: the fame Sub-
Je&t, although not by the fame Author,
we have thought fit to publith it, thar
the Reader may have the whole Account
together,

"Squire BickEersTarr Deteed: -
OR, THE

Aftrological Impoftor Convited.

By FOHN PARTRIGE, Student in Puysick
) and AsTROLOGY.. -

T is hard, my dear Countrymen of thefe united
Nations : It is very hard, that a Briton born, 2
. Proteftant Aftrologer, a Man of Revolution Prin-
Ciples, an Afferter. of the Liberty and Property of
the People, fhould cry outin vain, for Juftice againft . _
2 Frenchman, a Papift, and an illiterate Pretender to--
Science; thatwould blaft my Reputation, moft inha-
Manly bury me alive, and defraud my native Country: -
of thofe Services, which. in my * double Capacity, I *
daily offer. the Publick.
. WnaT great Provocations I have received, let the:
lmpartial Reader judge, and how unwillingly, even in.
: " L2 my

L Phyfician and —Zﬂrolz;ger.,
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mounted on a Table, with a two-foot Rule i his.
Hand, meafuring-my Walls, and taking the Dimen-
fions. of the Room. Pray, Sir, fayeth I, not to inter-
Tupt-you, have ydu any Bafmeéfs with me? Only,
Bin, replieth he, order the Girl to bring ‘me a better
ZLight, for this is but a*very dim one. Sir, fayeth I,
my Name is Partrige: | OhDtheODo&tor’s Brother,
belike, crieth he ; the Stair-cafe, I believe, and thefe
two Apartments hung in clofe Mourning, will be fuf-
Acient, -and only 2 Strip of- Bays round the other
Rooms. The Doflor muft needs die rich, he had
great Deglings in his Way for many Years ; if he had
10 Family Coat, you had as good ufe the Scutcheons
of the Company ; they. are as fhowith, and will look
_as magnificent as if he was defcended from the Blood-
goyal.  With ‘that I'affumed a greater Air of Au-
thority, and demanded who employed him, or how
he came there ? Why, I was fent, Sir, by the Compa-
Ay of Undertakers, fayeth hg, and the{ were employ-
&d by. the honeft Gentleman, who is Bxecutor to the
ood Doétor departed ; and our rafcally Porter, I be-
fcve, is fallen faft-afleep with the black Cloth, and
iconpea; or he had been here, and we might have
~.been tacking up by this Time. Sir, fayeth I, pray be
advifed by a Friend, and make the beft your
Speed out of my Doors, for I hear my Wife’s Voice,
{which, by the bye, is pretty diftinguifhable) and in
that Corner of the Room fandeth a good Cudgel,
which fome body hath felt before now ; if that Jight in
ber Hands, and l{e know the Bufinefs yoa came about;
- without confulting the Stars, I can affure yon it will
be employed very much-to the Detriment of your
Perfon. Sir, crieth he, bowing with great Civility, I
rceive, extreme Grief for the Lofs of the Do&or
ifordercth you a little at prefent; but early in the
Morning I will wait on you with all neceflary Ma-
‘terjals. 'Now 1 mention no Mr. , Bickerflaff; nor
o' I fay, that a certain Star-gazing 'Squire hath been
a pl‘zginf my Executor before his Time ; but § leave
the World to jydge ; and, if it puts Things ;nd'l‘l;;;f!
- S : y
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mw- it will mot-be niuch ‘wide of the

WeLL, once more. I get my Dodrs clofed, and pee--
pued for Bed, in hopes of a.litle Repafe, after fp
many rofting-Adventurests juft as I wad putting out
my Light in arder-to it, anothier-bouncetlr as hard ds
be can knock ; T open the Window, dnd afk who
there, and what he wanteth ? 1 am- N, the Sexten,
seplieth he, and come to know whetiver che Docor left
a1y Orders for ‘s Fineral Sermon ; and ‘whers h is.
® be. lajd, ansl -whether his:Grdve is to-be plain de-
bricked ». Why, Sirrakis fayeth I, you know ms weil
wough ; you L.amrsot dead, wnd' How:ddreyou.
afront me afier this Manneri: Alackraalay, Sif, re-
Plies the Fellow,: why, is is'in Print) and the wholk
Town knoweth | you- are deid; why,- there: is My, .
Weis the Joiner, is but fitting Screws to your Coffih, .
ke will be here with it-in:-aw Joftant 3he Was afviid.
You wonld hdwe wanted :it before this- Time. Sirrain,
Sitrab,  (ayeth 1,. you fhall kmow to-morsow. to your
Coft that I-ajg alive,. and-alive like to be.. Why, It
% frange, Sir, fayeth he, yoo fhquid make fuch a 8¢
oet of. your Death, to us that are ybur Nei 5.
tlooketh ag if you:had a Defignto defrand.the Church
o its Dues; and- let me tell ‘yom, - for.one that hath .
lived fo long, by the Heavens, thiit it is unhandfomely
d"ﬂe Hig, hift, fayeth another Rogue, that ficod by -
kim, away Dodtor inter yoor Flagnel Gear as faft @
¥ou can; for here is 2. whole Pack of Difmals:comirify
' you, with their black Equipages; and how-inde-
cent will js loak. for yon to fand frighvening, Folls at
Your Window, when yow fhould have: been.inyoir
Coffin this three Hours ? In fhort, what'with Undes-
takers, Embalmers, Joiners, Sextons, and your dammed™
egy-hawdcers, upon a la.te.Pm&itionwinthzfck andd
Altrology, I got.not one Wink of Sleep thht Nighs,
or, fcarce-a Moment's Reft'ever fince.: Now, T-doubt
ot, but ¢his villanons *Squire has. the Impadence tb
aflest, that thefe are entirely Strangers. to him 5 he,
~MM@MA@§¢MJ&;MM;&
face
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. Bickerflaff, I warrant you, is more a Man of
onour, than to be an Accomplice with a Pack of

Raféals, thae walk the Stregts on Niglhits, and difturb.

People in their Beds. Bat he is out, if he thinks
.whole World is blind; for there is one Fobn |

Partrige can fmell a Knave as far as Grub-fireet ; al-

though be lieth in/the moftexalted Garret,  and wri-

teth himfelf 'Squire : But I will keep my Temper, and

( in the Narration. . .

I could not ftir. out of Doors for the Spaee of three |
Months after this, but prefently one cometh up to me
5n the Street,. Mr. Partrige, that Coffin- you- was laft
‘buried in, I have not been.yet paid for. Dolor,
<erieth another Dog, how do yoa think People can live:
‘by making of Gsaves for nothing ? Next Time you
e, 'yon may. even toll.outthe- Bell yourfelf for Ned.
A third Rogue tippeth me by the Elbow, and wonder
eth. how I have the Conftience to fneak abroad, with-
sut paying my Funcral Expences. Lord, fayeth one, I
durt have fwore that was honeft Dr. Passrige, my old
.Friend; but, poor Man, he.is%ou«. E beg your Par-
den, fayeth another, you look {o like my old Acquain- |
sance that I ufed to-confult on fome private Occafions,
but, alack, he is gone the Way of all Floth. Look,
Jook, look, crieth a third, after a. eompetent Space
of ftaring at me; Would not one think oar Neighbour

- the Almanack-maker, was crept out of his Grave, to
take the other Peep at the Stars in.this World, and.
fhew how much he is improved in Fortune. telling by
having taken a Journey to the other?” )

- : Nay, the very Reader of our Parifh, 2 good, fober,.
difcreet Perfon, hath fent two or three Tines for me
-t0 come and be. buried decently, or fend him fofi-

*.eient Reafons ta the contrary ; or, if I have been ™
terred in any other Parifh, to produce my:Certificate
.38 the A&t requireth. My poox Wife is almoft run
Adiftraled with being _called Widow Purtrige, when
dhe knoweth it is falfe ;. and once a Term fhe is cited
igto.the ‘Court, to take ont Letters of Adminiftration.

:Bat, the greateft Gricvance is,. a paaltry. Quankék!ﬁ:;
L i i . ¢

.
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prinmd‘-measmlﬁ’m N. B. fayeth, he lir
weth in the: Honfe: of .the: Jate ingexiaus M. Partrige,.
en.emigent Praftitioner in er; Phyfick,. and A

Bur, to fhew how far the. wicked Spirit of Envy,.
Maice and Refeament eam hurry;dosae-Men 5 my
aamelefs old Perfecutor bad provided me a Monument
atthe Stone Cutter’s, sud would have it'ere&ed.inthe
Paifh Chinrch ;, and this-Piece of neteriows and, expen~

. fm Villany had aCtually fucceeded, .if I had not ufed.
my nmoft Intereft with the Veflry, where it was caz—
Zied at laft but by two Vaiser,that I.am alive. - That
Swatagem failing, oyt-cameth-aJong fable Elegy, be--

secked with Hour-glaffes, Mamocks, .Sgtlls, Spades,.
and Skeletons, with an Epitagh as, confideptly wsitten
 abufe. me, -and iy Profefion,.as.if I had been under:

Ground thefe tweonty Years. o

Aupy, pfter.fuch barbarous Treatment as this, Can
the World ‘hlame me, when I-afk, What is become.of
the Fresdom of .an Faglifemen? And -whese is the

Liberty and: Property, . that my ol -ghriews Esiand

Gme over to :affesti? We have drowe Papery -out of

the Nation, and fent Slavesy-to foreign Climes. The

Conly:remaisin | ;- mhienc a Man of Sci-

once asid Ghacadler fhall be oponly. infulied in -the:

Midg of the .many: ufeful Services:he is daily paying

the Poblick. Was it ever: hénrd, even 'in Jandy or
fg& ht;m't a. Sate-atto ;-mhm&m :o:t £
by na Emm 1 , ot hawled oytol :

Wﬁddby;a;

2

Pack of -villanous dedp-mouthed Hawlers
hough 1 print Almanecks,.and: publidh- Adyertife—
Tents ; although 1 .produce Certificasob upder the, Mi-
titers and Church-wardens Hands, I am alive, and:
el the-fame on Oath at Quarter-Seffions ; out:
Cometh o full and trueRelation of the Death and In-
krment of Joun PamTricE; Truth is bore down,.
““c_ﬁaﬁons negleted, the Teftimony of fober Perfons
dcfpifed, and a Man islooked upon by his Neighbours,

a
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as if he had been feven Years dead, and is buried alive
n the Mid#t of his-Friends and ‘Accquaintance. ,
Now can any Man of common Senfe think it con-
fiftent with the Honouwr of my Profefon, and not:
much beneath the Dignity of a- Philofopher, - to ftand
dawling before his own Door: ‘th 1 Alive!
‘Ho! The fameus Dr.| Rartrige I No Counterfeit, but
all alive I- As if X had the twelve Celeftial Mon-
frers of the Zodiack to thew within, or was forced for
a Livelihood to turn Retailer to May and Bartholomew
Fairs. Therefore, if her Majefty would but graci-
‘oufly be pleafed to think a Hardfhip of this Nature |
‘woithy lier Royal Confideration ; and the next Par
‘liament, in their great Wifdom, caft but an Eye to-
-wards the deplorable Cafe of their old Philornath, that’
{annually beftoweth his poetical good Withes on them;
‘¥ am fure, there is one Jaac Bickerfiaff, Edq; would
foon be truffed up for his bloedy Predictions, and put-
Ting good Subjeéts in Terror of theif Lives : And that
-henceforward to- murder a Man by way of Prephecy,
-and bury him-in a printed Letter,: either to a Lerd or
sCommoner fhall as legally’ entitle him to the prefeat
‘Pofléflion of Tpburm; as if-he robbed ‘on the Highway,
‘er'cut.your Throat in Bed. S “ ‘
- I'fhall demonfirate: to the Judiciens, that Frame
:and- Rokxe, are at the Bottom of this horrid Confpira-
‘cy againft me; and that Culpris aforefaid, is a Popifp
“Emiffary; hath paid his Vifits 0 St. Germiains, and is
‘now-in the Meafares of Eewis XIV. 'Fhat, alltl"ac at-
‘tempting my Repatation, there-is a gemeral Maflacre
‘of Learmnwgned in thefe Realms. And, through
-my Sides, is a Wound given-to all the Proteftant
: makess in the Univerfe.. o '

- . : B N . . W ngi“-

A
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.Isaac BickeRSTAFF, Efg;
AGAINST o

What is objected to him by Mr. PARTRIGE,'.
in his Almanack for the prefent Yeag,
1709. :

+ r

By the faid Isaac ﬁxcxns'un, 'Efy;

‘Written in the YEar 1700,

R. Partrige hath 'been lately pleafed to
treat.- me after a very:rough. Manner, in

that whicd is called, His Almanack for

the prefent Year: Such Ufape is very undecent
Bom one Gemtleman to amother, and doth not at all
contribute vo the Difme? of Truth ; which ought
t be the great End in alt Difputes of the Laarmed
To call a Man Fool and -Hillain, and impudent
Fdiry, only for differing from him in a Point
Ierely fpeculative, is, in my humble Opinion, a very
improper Style for a Perfon of bis Education. 1 ap-
peal to the Jearmed World, whether in my laft Year’s
Predictions, I gave him the leat Provocation for foch
: unworthy
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wnworthy Treatment, Philofophers have differed in
.all Ages, but the difcreeteft among them have always
-differed as became Philofophers. Scurrility and Paf-
fion, in a Controverfy among Scholars, is juft fo much
-of-nothing te the-Purpefe ; and, -at beft, 4 taci Con-
‘feflion of a weak-Caufe: My Concetn is not {fo-mach
for my own Reputation, as that of the Republick of
Letters, “which"Mr." Partxipe’ hath 'endeavoured te
-wound, through my Sides. If Men of publick Spirit
‘muft be fupercilioufly treated for their ingenions At
stempts; -how will true ufeful Knowledge-be everad-
vanced? I with Mr. Paririge knew the Thoughts
which foreign Univéifities huve conceived of his un-
-generous Proceedings with me; but I am too tender

of his Reputation to publith_ them to -the-World. -

“That Spirit of Envy apd Pride, which blafteth fo ma-
xy rifing Geniitfes in-our Nation;’ is-yet anknéws a-
mong Profeffors abroad : The Neceflity of juthfying
'myfe%f will excufe my Vanity, when I tell the
Reader that I have near an Hundred Aomorary Let-
ters from feveral Parts of Eurgpe, (fome as far a8
Mufeovy ) in Praife of myPerformance. Befides, fer
‘veral others, which, as I have been credibly informed,
were opened in the Poft-Office, and never feat me.
® It is true, the Jaguifition in. Portugal was pleafed
to burn my Preditions, and condemn the Author and
‘Readers of them ; but, I hope, at the fame time, 1t
will bé canfideted,| in orable aGtaw “frar¥
ing liewh-at prefont-in that Kingdom scn Awsl- with the
proforndeft Veneration 0§ cronned Heads, .1, will pré-
fume to add; - that -it a little concernad ﬁﬂmﬁﬂ
¢f Partugal, to .interpofe his Authority in' Behalf of
a- Schwldr and a Gentlemaw, the Subje@t .of 3 Natos
with. which heds.now indo firict an Alliance.. ‘But,
the other Kingdoms.and States: of Exrape; h‘wcma::g

.. . ST Sae, . .,
. ® s is Fall, as dle Anthor. was affired by Sir Iool
Metbuen then Ambeflagor to that Growsy — .-

I




Ysaac BrekeRsTAFF, Efgr. 121

* we with more Candour and Generofity. IfI had
Leave to print the Latin Letters tranfmitted to me
from foreign Parts, they would fill 2 Volume, and be
afull Defence aguaintt all that Mr. Partrige, or his
Accomplices of the Portagal Inguifition, will be ever
ableto object; who, by the way, are the only Ene-
wies thy Predictions have/ever metiwith athhome) or
abroad.  Bat, I hope, I know better what is due to
the Honour of a learned Correfpondence, in fo tender
aPoint. Yet fome of thofe illuftrious Perfons will,

.perhaps, excufe me for tranfcribing a Paffage or two
mmy own Vindication.” The * moft learned Mon-
?Ielur Leibnitz thus addrefleth to me }ﬁs third Letter »

uftrifimo  Bickerflaffo Afrologie Inflauratori, &c.
Monfieur /e Clerc/ciﬁtingjx’;)y l‘gredi&i{fns in a Trea-
tife he publithed laft Year, is pleafed to fay, Jta -
ferrime Bickerflafi.us, nobilis Anglus, ‘dﬁrolaforum bu-
Jyce Seeuli facile Princeps. Signior Magliabecchi, the
Great Duke’s famous Library-l%eepcr, fpendeth almoft
his whole Letter in Compliments and Praifes. It is
true, the renowned Profeffor of Affronomy at Utrecht,
feemeth to differ from me in one Article ; but itis af-
terthe modeft Manner that becometh a Philofopher;
3, Pace tanti wiri dixerim: And p. 55. he feemeth
to lay the Error upon the Printer, (as indeed it ought)
ad Giith, wel forfan error Typographi, cum alioguin
Bickrﬁaﬁm wir do&iffimus, &c.

Ie Mr. Partrige had followed thefe Examples in
the Controverfy- between us, he might have fpared
me the Trouble of juftifying myfelf in fo publick a

anner, I believe few Men are readier to own their
Error than I, or more thankful to thofe who will
Pleafe to inform him of them. But it feems this Gen-

Vor. I. M tleman,

.
The Quotations bere inferted, are in Imitation of Dr. Bent-
ky, in fime Part of the famous Controver[y between bim and
,ﬁ:&? Boyle, afterwards Earl of Orsery. and Knight of the
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tleman, inftead of encouraging the Progrefs of his
own Art, is gleafed.to look upon all Attentpts of that
Kind, as an Invafion of his Province. He hath been
indeed fo wife, ‘to make no Objeltion agajnft the
Truth of my Preditions, except-in one fingle Point,
relating to himfelf: and, to dl::monlhate how much
Men are blinded by, their own Partiality, I do fo-
lemnly affure the Reader, that he is the only Perfon
from whom I ever heard that Objeftion offered ;
which Confideration alone, I think, will take off all
- its Weight. 4 )
Wit my utmoft Endeavours, I have not been
able to trace above two Objettions ever made againit
the Truth of my laft Year’s Prophecies: The firft
is of a Frenchman, who was pleafed to publifh to the
World, that the Cardinal de Noailles was fiill alive,
notwithflanding the pretended Prophecy of Monfieur Bi-
gerftaffe : But how far a Frenchman, a Papiff, and an
nemy is to be believed, in his.own Caufe, againft an
Englifp Proteflant, who is true to the Government, 1
fhall leave to the candid and impartial Reader.

Tue other Objetion is the unhappy Occafion of
this Difcourfe ; and relateth to an Article in my Pre-
di&ions, which foretold the Death of Mr. Partrige to
happen on March 29. 1708. This he is pleafed to
contradit abfolutely in the Almanack he hath publifh-
ed for the prefent Year; and in that ungentlemanly
Manner, (pardon the Expreflion) as I have above re-
lated. In that Work, he very roundly afferteth, That
he is not only now alive, but was likewife akive upon that
wery 2qth of March, avken I bad foretold he foould dic.
This is the Subje& of the prefent Controverfy-between
us; which I defign to handle with all Brevity, Perfpi-

_cuity, and Calmnefs : In this Difpute, I am fenfible,
the Eyes, not only of England, but of all Europe, will
be uport us: And the Learned in every. Country will,
1 doabt not, take Part on that Side where they find
.toft Appearance of Reafon and Truth. )

WiTHouT entering into Criticifms of ‘Chrewobgy
-about the Hour of his Death; I fhall only prove, ih';t
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M. Partrige is not alive. And my firft Argument is
thys: Above a thoufand Gentlemen having bought
. his Almanacks for this Year, merely to find what he
faid againft me ; at every Line they read, they would
lift up their Eyes, and cry out, between Rage and
Laughter, Tkey avere fure no Man alive ever awrit fuch
demned Staff as this. Neither. | did (1D ever/hear that
Opinion difputed : So, that Mr. Partrige lieth under
a Dilemma, either of difowning his Almanack, or al--
lowing himfelf to be #o Man alive. But now, if an
informed Carcafs walketh fill about, and is pleafed to
all itfelf Partrige; Mr. Bickerflaff doth not think .
limfelf any Way anfwerable for that. Neither had
thefaid Carcafs any Right to beat the poor Boy, who
happened to pafs by it in the Street, crying, 4 full
ard trus Aecount of Dr. Partrige’s Death, &c..
SeconpLy, M. Partrige pretendeth to tell For-
tunes, and recover flolen Goods; which all the Parifh
faith he muft do by converfing with the Devil, and
other evil Spirits: And no wife Man will ever allow
ke could converfe perfonally with either, until after
he was dead. . :
Tuirory, I willplainly prove himto. be dead out
of his own Almanack for this Year, and from the
very Paflage which he produceth to make us think
im ‘alive,” He there faith, He is ot only now alive,
bat g alfs alicve upon that wery 2gth of March, ahich
! firetold 'he fboujd die on : By this he declaretb his O-
Pinion, that a Man may be alive neaw, who was not a-
lve 2 Twelve-month ago. And, indeed, there lies
the Sophiftry of his Argument. He dareth not aflert,
he was alive ever fince the 2gth of March, but that he
4 now alive, and was fo on that Day ; 1 grant the lat-
ter, for he did not die until Night, as appeareth by the
Printed Account of his Death, in a Letter 20 a Lord ;
and whether he be fince revived, I léave the World
tjudge. 'This, indeed, is perfe& cavilling, and T
2m athamed to dwell’ any longer upon it.
FourTuiy, I will appeal to Mr. Partrige Kimfelf,
whether it be probable I could have been fo indifcreet,
M=z. te

—
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to begin my Prediftions with the ony Falthood that
cver was pretended to be in them ; and this in an Af-
fair at home, where I had fo many Opportunities to
" be exatt; and muft have given fuch Advantages a-
gainftme to a Perfon of Mr. Partrige’s Wit and Learn-
ing ; who, if he could poffibly have raifed one fingle
Objettion more, a%aini’c theTruthyof Prophecies,
would hardly have fpared me. .
Anp here I muft take Occafion to reprove the a~
bove mentioned Writer of the Relation of Mr. Par-
trige’s Death, in a Letter to a Lord; who was pleafed
to tax me with a Miftake of four awbole Hours in my
Calculation of that Event. I maft confefs, this Cen~
fure, pronounced with an Air of Certainty, in a Mat-
- ter that {o nearly concerned me, and by a prejudicious
Author, moved me not a little. But although I were
at that time out of Time, yet feveral of my Friends,
whofe Curiofity had led them to be exaétly informed,
(for asto my own Part, having no Doubt at all in the
Matter, I neveronce thought of it) affured me I com-
uted to fomething under half an Hour, which (F
ak my private Opinion) is an Error of no very
reat Magnitude, that Men fhould raife €lamour a-
nt it. I fhall only fay, it would not be amifs, if that
Author would henceforth be more tender of. other
Mens Repatation as well as his own. It is well there
were no more Miftakes of that Kind ; if there bhad, I
prefume he would have told me of them with as litdle
Ceremony. :

THERE is one Objeltion againft Mr. Partrige’s
Death, which I have fometimes met with, althougfl
indeed very flightly offered ; That he fill continueth
to write Almanacks. - But this is no more than what
is common to all of that Profeffion ; Gadbury,. Poor
Robbin, Dove, Wing, and feveral others, do yearly pu-
blifh their Almanacks, although feveral of them have

- been dead fince before the Revolution. Now the na-

- tural Reafon of this I take to be, -that, whereas it is the °

Privilege of other Authors, to Swve after their Deaths,
Almanack-makers are only excluded ; becaufe their
- Diflertations
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Differtations treating only upon the Minates as they
pafs, become ufelefs as thofe go off. In Confider-
ation of which, Time, whofe Regiffers they are, gives
them a Leafe in Reverfion, to continue their Works
after their Death.

I fhould not have given the Publick or myfelf the
Trouble of this Vindication) if my) (Name had) not
been made ufe of by feveral Perfons, to whom I never
lntit; one of which, a few Days ago, was pleafed to
father on me a new Set of Predictions. But I think
thefe are Things too ferious to be trifled with. It
grieved me to the Heart, when I faw my Labours,
which had coft me fo much Thought and Watching,
bawled about by common Hawkers, which I only in»
tended for the weighty Confideration of the graveft
Perfons. This prejudiced the World fo much at firft,
that feveral of my Friends had the Affurance to atk
me, Whether I were in Jeft ? To which I only anfwer--
edcoldly, That the Event will fpew. Butitis the Ta-
lent of our Age and Nation, to turn Things of the -
greateft Importance into Ridicule. 'When the End of
the Year had werifed all my Preditions ; out cometh
Mr. Partrige’s Almanack, difputing the Point of his
Death ; fo that I .am employed, like the General who
was forced to kill his Enemies twice over, whom a Ne-
tromancer had raifed to Life. If Mr. Partrige hath pra~
ﬁlfed the fame Experiment upon himfelf, and be a-
gain alive ; Jong may he continue {o ; but that doth
not in the leaft contradict my Veracity : For, ] think,
I'have clearly proved, by inwincible Demonfiration, that
he died at fartheft within half an Hoar of the Time I
foretold ; and not four Hours fooner, as the above
Inentioned Author, in his Letter to a Lord, hath ma-~
licionfly fuggefted, with Defign to blaft my Credit,.
by carging me with fo grofs a Miftake. ;

M3 A
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PR O 'J ECT
g Fog';'Hiz |
Advancement of RELIGION,

AND THE

Reformation of M A NNERS.

" Written in the YZAR 1709

. To the Ceuntefs of BERKLEY.

Mabawm,

Y Intention in prefixing -your Ladyfhip’s
Name, is not after th!:eg common FoZm, i:o
defire your Protetion of the following Pa-

Pers, which I take to be a very unreafonable Requett ; -
e by being infcribed to your Ladythip, although
without your f(nowledge, and from a concealed Hand,
You cannot recommend them without fome Sufpicion
of Partiality. My real Defign is, I confefs, the very
g'?he ll’lhave often deteﬁ‘gd in moft Dedications ; That

publifhing your Praifes to the World. Not n

the Subjeét of your noble Birth, for I know otll:::
s noble ; or of the Greatnefs of your Fortune, for I
others far greater ; -or of that beautiful Race

(the Images of their Parents) which calleth you tll\:Io-

Cr o
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ther: For even this may, perhaps, have been equal
Ied in fome other Age, or Country. Befides, none of
thefe Advantages do derive any Accomplithments to
the Ov-ners; but ferve at beft, only to adorn what they
really poficfs. What I intend, isyour Piety, Truth,
good Senfe, and good Natute, Affability and Charity ;
wherein I with your Ladyfhip had many Equals, or
any Superiors ; and I with I could fay, I knew them.:
too; for then your Ladyfhip might have had a Chance-
to efcape this Addrefs. In the mean time, I think it
bighly neceffary for the Intereft of Virtue and Reli-
ion, that the whole Kingdom fhould be informed in
. {ome Parts of your Chara&er: For Inftance: That,
the cafieft and politeft Converfation, joined with the
trueft Picty, may be obferved in your Ladythip, in as
great Perfettion, as they were ever feen apart in any
other Ferfons. That, by your Prudence and Ma-
nagement under feveral Difadvantages, you have pre-
ferved the Luftre of that moft noble Family, into
which you are grafted, and which the unmeafurable
Profufion of Anceflors, for many Generations, had
too much eclipfed. Then, how happily you perform
every Office of Life, to which Providence hath called
you: In the Education of thofe two incomparable
Daughters, whofe Conduét is fo unjverfally admired ;
in every Duty of a prudent, complying, affe@ionate
Wife ; in that Care which defcemfeth to the meaneft
" of your Dometticks ; and laftly, in that endlefs Boanty
-to the Poor, and Difcretion where to diftribute it. I in- -
fit on my Opinion, that it is of Importance for the Pu-
blick to know this, and a great deal more of your La-
dythip ; yet whoever goeth'about to inform them, thall,
inftead of finding Credit, perhaps be cenfured for a
‘Flatterer. 'T'o avoid fo ufual a Reproach, 1declare this
to be no Dedication ; but merely an Introduion to a
:Propofal for the Advancement of Religion and Mo-
rals; by tracing, however imperfetly, fome few Li-
neaments in the Charaéter of a Lady, who hath fpent
all ber Life in the Pradtice and Promotion of both.
: : - AMONG
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MONG all the Schemes offered to the Publick

 in this projeting Age, I have obferved, withr
fome Difpleafure, that there have never been any for
the Improvement of Religion and Morals : Which,
befides the Piety of the Defign from the Confequences
of fuch a Reformation in a ?uture Life, would be the
beft natural Means for advancing the publick Felici-
ty of the State, as well as the prefent Happinefs of
every Individual. Fer, as much as Faith and Morali-
ty are declined among us, Iam altogether confident,
they might, ‘in a fhort time, and with no very great
Trouble, be raifed to as high a Pesfetion, as Num-
bers are capable of receiving. Indeed, the Method
5 fo eafy and obvious, and fome prefent Opportuni=
ties {o %qod 5 that, in order to have this Proje& redu~
ced to Praltice, there feemeth to want nothing more
than to put thofe in mind, who, by their Honour,
Duty, and Intereft, are chiefly concerned.

Bur, becaufe it is idle te propefe Remedies before
we are affured of the Difeafe, or to be in Fear, until
We are convinced of the Danger; I fhall firft thew
In general, that the Nation is extremely corrupted in
Religion and Morals ; and then, I will offer a fhort
Scheme for the Reformation of both. .

As to the firft; I know it is reckoned but a Form
of Speech, when Divines complain of the Wicked-
nefs of the Age: However, I believe, upon- a faiy
Comparifon with the other Times and Countries, it
%ould be found an undoubted Truth,

For, firft, to deliver nothing but plain Matter of

a&, without Exaggeration or Satyr, I fuppofe it wilk
be granted, thac hardly one in a hundred among our
People of Quality, or Gentry, appeareth fo a& by any

naciple of Religion. That great Numbers of them.
do entirely difcard it, and are ready to own their Dil-
belief of all Revelation in ordinary Difcourfe. Nor is
the Cafe much better among the Vulgar, efpecially in
great Towns, where the Profanenefs and Ignorance
of Handicraftfimen, {mall Traders, Servants, and m:‘m
€
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like, are to a Degree very hard to be imagined great--
er. ‘Then, it is obferved abroad, that no Race of
Mortals hath fo little Senfe of Religion as the Englip
Soldiers: To confirm which, I have been often told
by great Officers in the Army, that in the whole
Compafs of their Acquaintance, they could not recolle&
three of their Proféffion, whofeemed|to. régard, or be-
Jieve one Syllable of the Gofpel : And the fame, at
leaft, may be affirmed of the Fleet. The Confequen- -
‘ces of all which, upon the Aétions of Men, are equal--
ly manifeft. They never go about, as in former Times, .
to hide or palliate their Vices ; but expofe them freely.
to View, like any other common Occurrences of Life,.
without the leaft Reproach from the World, or them-
felves. For Inftance, any Man will tell you, he in.
tendeth to be drunk.this Evening, or was {o laft Night,,
with as little-Ceremony or Scruple, as he. would tell
you the Time of the Day. He will lét you know he-
is going to a Wench, or that he hath'got a Clap, with
as much Indifferency as he wauld. a Piece of*publick
News : He will {wear, curfe, or blafpheme, without
the leaft Paflion or Provocation: And although all-
Regard for Reputation be not quite laid afide in the
other Sex; it is, however,. at -fo low an Ebb, that
very. few among them, féem to think Virtue and
Conduét of any Neceflity for preferving it. If this be.
not fo, how cometh it to pafs, that Women of taint-
ed Reputations. fmd the fame Countenance, and Re-
¢eption in all publick Places, with thofe. of the niceft
Virtue, . who pay and receive Vifits from them, with-
out any Manner of Scruple ? Which. Proceeding, as
it is not-very old-among us, o7 take it to be of moft
pernicious Confequence. It looketh like a Sort of
compounding between Virtue and Vice ; as if a Wo--
man were allowed to be vicious, provided the be not
profligate : As if there were a certain Point Where
Gallantry endeth, and Infamy beginneth ; or that an
" ‘bundred criminal Amours were not as pardonable as
Ralf a Score, -

7 Besipk
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Besipe thofe Corruptions already mentioned, it
would be endlefs to enumerate fuch as arife from the
Excefs of Play, or Gaming: The Cheats, the Quar-
rels, the Oaths and Blafphemies, among the Men:
Among the Women, the Negle& of houfhold Affairs,
the unlimited Freedams, the undecent Paffion ; and,
lafly the known Inlet to-all Lewdnefs, when after an
il Run, the Perfon muft ‘anfwer' the Defe@s' 'of the
Pyfe: The Rule on fuch Occafions, holding true in
Play, ‘as it dothin Law ; Quod non habet in Crumeng,
lat in Corpore. .

. Bur all thefe are Trifles in comparifon, iF we fiep
nnto other Scenes, and confider the Fraud and Coze-
nage of trading Men and Shopkeepers : That infati-
able Gulph of Injuftice and Oppreflion ; the Law,
The open Traffick of all civil and military Employ-
ments (I wifh it refted there) without the leaft Re-
gard to Merit or Qualifications : The corrupt Ma-
nagement of Men in Office: The many deteftable
Abufes in chufing thofe, who reprefent the People ; -
with the Management of Intereft and Faétions among
the Reprefentatives : T'o which I muft be bold to ad

e Ignorance among fome of the lower Clergy ; the
tmean fervile Temper of others ; the pert pragmatical

tmeanor of feveral young Stagers in Divinity, up-
on their firft producing themfelves into the World.
W‘th many other Circumftances needlefs, or rather
widious.to mention ; which falling in with the Cor:
Tptions already related, have, however unjuitly,
almoft rendered the whole Order contemptible.

. Tuis is a fhort View of the general Depravi-
Ues among us without entering into Particul®rs,
Which would be an endlefs Labour. Now, as
unverfal and deep-rooted as thefe Corruptions
appear to be, I am utterly deceived, if an effe-
ftoal Remedy might not be applied to moft of
them ; nejther am 1 at prefent upon a wild fpe-_
clative Project, but fuch a one as may be eaflly
Mt in Execation. )

Fogr,
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For, while the Prerogative of giving all Employ-
ments continueth in-the Crown, either immediately
~or by Subordination ; it is in the Power of the Princ
‘to make Piety and Virtue become the Fafhion of the
Age; if at the fame time he would make them ne-
ceffary Qualifications for Favour and Preferment.

* It is clear from\prefent Experience| [that the bare
Example of the beft Prince, will not have any mighty

" Influence where the Age is-very corrapt. For, when
‘was there ever a better Prince on the Throne than
the prefent Queen ? I do not talk of her Talent for
Government, her Love of ‘the People, or any other
Qualities that are purely regal; but her Piety, Cha-
sity, Temperance, conjugal Love, and whatever
-other Virtues do beft adorn a private Life ; whetein,
without Queftion, or Flattery, fhe hath no Syperior:
Yet neither will it be Satyr or peevith Invettive to
affirm, that Infidelity and Vice are not much dipi-
wnithed fince her Coming to the Crown, nor will, in
Probability, uiitil more effeCual Remedies be pro-
vided. :

Tuus human Nature feemeth to ly under this Dif
wudvantage, that the Example alone of a vicious
Prince, will in time corrupt an Age; but the Ex-
ample of a good One will not be fufficient to reform
it without further Endeavours. Princes mwuft there-

. fore fupply this Defe@ by a vigorous Exercife of
that Authority, which the Law hath left them, by
making it every Man’s Intereft and Honour to cul-
tivate Religion and Virtue; by reridering Vice a
Difgrace, and the certain Ruin to Preferment or
Pretenfions: All which they fhould firft attempt
in their own Courts: and Families. For Inftance,
might not the Queen’s Domefticks of the middle
and lower Sort, be obliged upon Pénalty of Sufpen-
fion; or Lofs of their l%mployments, to a conftant
-weekly Attendance on the Service of the Church;
to a decent Behaviour in it; to receive the Sacra-
ment four times a-Year; to avoid fwearing and ir-

' - religions
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religious profane Difcourfes; and to the Appearance
at leaft of Temperance and Chaflity ? Might not the
Care of all this be committed to the frict Infpeétion
of proper Officers ? Might not thofe of higher Rank,
and nearer Accefs to Her Majefty, receive her own
Commands to the fame Puxpo{g:, and be countenanced
or disfavoured according/as'they (obey |2 CMight not
the Queen lay her Injunctions on the Bifhops and
other great Men of undoubted Piety, to make dili
gnt Inquiry, and give her Notice, whether any
Perfon about Her fhould happen to be of Libertine
Principles or Morals? Might not all thofe who enter
.ipon any Office in Her ﬁajeﬁy’s Family, be obliged
to take an Oath parallel with that againft Symony, -
which is adminiftred to the Clergy ? It is not to be
doubted, but that if thefe or the like Proceedings,
wereduly obferved, Morality and Religion would foon
become fathionable Court-virtues ; and be taken up
2 the only Methods to get or keep Employments
there: which alone would have a mighty Influence
Upon many of the Nobility, and principal Gentry.
Bur, if the like Methods were purfued as far as
pofible, with regard to thofe who are in the great
Employments of the State; it is hard to conceive
how general a Reformation they might in Time
Produce among us.  For, if Piety and Virtue were
once reckoned Qualifications neceflary to Preferment ;
¢very Man thus endued, when put into great Sta-"
fons, would readily imitate the Queen’s %xample,
i the Diftribution of all Offices in his Difpofal ;
elpecially, if any apparent Tranfgreffion through
Favour ‘o Partiality, would be imputed to him for a
Mifdemeanour, by which he muft certainly forfeit
his Favour and Station: And there being fuch great
umbers in Employment, fcattered through every
Town and Country in this Kingdom ; if all thefe
Were examplary in the Condutt of their Lives, Things
Wwould foon take a new Face, and Religion receive
a mighty Encouragement: Nor would the publick
Vo, I, N Weal
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“Weal be lefs advanced ; fince of nine Offices in .ten
that are -ill executed, the Defect is not in ‘Capacity |
-or Underftandimg, but in common Honefty. I know
no Employment, for which Piety difqualifieth any
Man; and if-it did, I doubt, the ObjeGtion would '
-not be very feafomably offered at prefent: Becaule,
it is ferhaps too juft\a Reflexion; that in the Difpofal
of Places, th¢ Queftion whether a Perfon be jf# for
-what he is-recommended to, is generally the laft that
- is thought on, er regarded. i
T have -often imagined, that fomething parallel to -
the-Office of Cenfors antjently in Rome, would be
“«of mighty Ufe among us; and could be eafily limit-
-d from tunning into any Exorbitancies. The Ro-
mans underftood Liberty at leaft as well as we ; were
as jealous of it, and upon every Occafion as bold
Aflertors: Yet, I do not remember to have read
any great Complaints of the Abufes in that Office
among them ; but many admirable Effets of it are
left upon Record. There are feveral pernicious
-Vices frequent and notorious among us,” that e-
fcape or clude the Punifhment of any Law we -
have yet invented, or have had no Law at all a-
gainft them ; fuch as Atheifm, Drunkennefs, Fraud,
" Avarice, and feveral others; which by this Infti-
tution wifely regulated, ‘might be much reformed.
Suppofe, for Inftance, that itinerary Commiffioners
were appointed to infpect everywhere throughout
‘the Kingdom, into the Condu& (at leaft) of Men
in Office, with refped to their Morals and Religi-
on, as well as their Abilities; to receive the Com-
plaints and Informations ' that -fhould be offered
againft them; and make their Report here upon
Oath, to the Court or the Miniftry, who fhould
reward or punith accordingly. I avoid entering
into the Particolars of this or any other Scheme,
which coming from a private Hand, might be
liable to many Defe@s, but would foon be di-
gefted by the Wifdom of the Nation: And fu!"e-
Ys

-
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Iy, fix thoufanid Pounds a Year would not be ill laid
o amoig as many Commiflioners duly qualified ;.
who in three Divifions fhould be perfonally obliged
to take their"yearly Circuits for that Purpofe.

BuT, this is befide my prefent Defign, which was’
only to thew what Degree of Reformation is in the”
Power of the %een, without the Interpofition of the
Legiflature ; and which Fler Majefty is without Que-
flion obliged in Confcience to endeavour by Her-
Authority,. as much as She doth by Her Pra&tice.

It will be eafily granted, that the Example of this-
great Town hath a mighty Influence over the whole:
Kingdom; and it is as manifeft, that the Town is-
equally influenced by the Court and the Miniftry, and -

" thofe, who by their Employments or their Hopes, de--
pend upon them. Now, if under fo excellent a Prin--
eefs, as the prefent Queen, we would fappofe a Fa-
nily firiCtly regulated, as T have above prapofed ;- a,
Miniftry, where every fingle Perfon was o}? dittinguifh-:
ed Piety ; "if we fhould fuppofe all great Offices of”
State and Law filled after the- fame Manner, and with.-
fich as'were equally diligent-in chufing Perfons, who-
I their feveral Subordinations would be obliged to-
follow the Examples ‘of their Superioss, under the Pe-
naity of Lofs of Favour and Place; will not every:
body grant, that the Empire of Vice and Irreligion-
would 'be foon deftroyed in this great Metropolis, and’
receive a terrible. Blow through the whole Ifland,.
which hath fo great an Intercourfe with.it, and fo-
much affeéteth to follow its Fathions. .

For, if Religion were once underftood to be.
the neceflary “Step to Favour and Preferment; can
it be imagined, that any Man- would openly offend’
againft it, who had the leaft Regard. for his Re-
putation or his Fortune? There is no Quality fo-
contrary to any Natare, which Men cannot affeét,.
and put on upon Occafion, in ordér to ferve an In~
tereft, or gratify a prevailing Paflion: The proud-"
¢} Man will petfonate ngmillty, the morofelt learn’

: ) 20 tod
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to flatter, the lazieft will be fedulous and a8ive,

where he is in Purfuit of what he hath much at .
Heart: How ready therefore would moft Men be to

ftep into the Paths of Virtue and Piety, if they infal-
libly led to Favour and Fortune.

Ir Swearing and Profanenefs, {candalous and a-
vowed Lewdnefs; exceflive)Gaming @nd Intempe-
rance were a little difcountenanced in the Army, I
cannot readily fee what ill Confequences coufd be ap-
frehended : If Gentlemen of that Profeflion were at

eaft obliged to fome external Decorum in their Con-

du@ ; or even if a profligate Life and Character were,
not a Means of Advancement, and the Appearance of
Piety a moft infallible Hinderance; ‘it is impofiible the
Corruptions there fhould be fo univerfal and exorbi-
tant. I have been affured” by feveral great’ Officers,
that no Troops abroad are fo il difciplined as the
Englifb ; which cannot well be otherwife, while the
common Soldiers have perpetuzlly before their Eyes
the vicious Example of their Leaders: -And it is
hardly pofiible for thofe to commit any Crime, where-
of thefe are not infinitely more guilty, and with lefs
‘Temptation. ' -

IT is commonly chasged upon the Gentlemen of
the Army, that the bealtly Vice of Drinking to Ex-
cefs, hath been lately from their Example reftored
among us ; which for fome Years before was almoft
‘dropt in England. But whoever the Introducers were,
they have fucceeded to a Miracle; many of the
young Nobility and Gentry are already become great
Proficients, and ire under no Manner of Concern to
hide their Talent; but are got beyond all Senfe of
Shame, or Fear of Reproach. '

Tuis might foon be remedied, if the Queen
would think fit to declare, that no young Perfon of.
Quality whatever, who was notorioufly’ addifted
to that or any other Vice, fhould be capable of
Her Favour, or even admitted into Her Pre-
fence; with pofitive Command to her Minifters
and others in great Office, to treat “them ‘inﬁe

. . ¢
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fime Manner; after which, all Men, who had any
Regard for their Reputation, or any Profpeét of Pre-
fernent, would avoid their Commerce. ‘This would
quickly make that Vice fo fcandalous, that thofe,
whe could not fubdue, would at leaft endeavour to*
difguife it.

By the like Methods, a Stop might be put to that”
minous Practice of deep Gaming: And the Reafon- |
why it prevaileth fo much, is, §ecaufe a Treatment
directly oppofite in every Point, s made ufe of to pro-
mote it; by which Means the Laws enacted againf!
this Abufe are wholly eluded.

It cannot be denied, that the Want of ftri@ Dif+
cipline in the Univerfities, hath been of pernicious
Confequence to the Youth of this Nation, who are
there almoft left entirely to their own Management ; -
efpecially thofe among them of better Quality and For+-
tune ; who, becaufe they are.not under a “Neceflity -
of making Leaming their Maintenance; are eafily
allowed to pafs their Time, and take their Degrees
with littte or no Improvement: Than which, there
Cannot well be a greater Abfurdity.  For; if no Ad<
Vancement of Knowledge can be had from thofe Pla-
¢es, the Time there fpent- is at beft otterly loft, be-
caufe every ornamental Part of Education is better
taught elfewhere : And- as for keeping Youths out of
Harms Way, I-doubt where fo many of them are got
together; ac full Liberty of doing what they pleafe, -
1twill not anfwer- the End But, whatever Abufes, -
Lorruptions,- or Deviations from Statutes have crept
mto the Univerfities, through-Neglet, or Length of
Tl_me ; they might in a great Degree be reformed by

& Injun&ions from Court, (wpon each Particular, .
10 the Vifitors and Heads of Houfes) ; befides the pe-
Caliar Authority the Queen may have in feveral Col-

¢s, whereof her Predeceflors were the Founders.
nd among other Regulations, it would be very
Convenient to-prevent the Excefs of Drinking, witht
that fcurvy Cuftom among the Lads, and Parent -of
N 3- the
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the former Vice, the taking of Tobacco, where it is
not abfolutely neceflary in Point of Health.
Frowm the Univerfities, the young Nobility, and
others of great Fortunes are fent for early up to Town,
for Fear of contrating any Airs of Pedantry by a
College Education. i/lany of the younger Gentry
retire to the Inns‘of-Coart,) where!they! are wholly
left to their own Difcretion. And the Confequence
* of this Remiflnefs in Education, appeareth by obfer-
ving, that nine in ten of thofe, who rife in the
Church, or the Court,, the Law or the Army, are
younger Brothers, or new Men, whofe narrow For-
tanes have forced them upon Induftry and Application.
As for thé Inns-of-Court, unlefs we fuppofe them
to be much degenerated, they muft needs be the
worlt inftituted Seminaries in any Chriftian Country ;
but whether they may be corre@ed without the Inter-
pofition of the Legiflature, I have not Skill enough
to determine. However, it is certain, that all wife
Nations have agreed in the Neceflity of a ftri¢t Eda-
cation ; which confifted, among other Things, in the
Obfervance of moral Duties, e peciallylgnuﬁice, Tem-=
perance, and Chaflity, as well as the Knowledge of
Arts, and bodily Exercifes: But all thefe among us,
are laughed out of Doors.
WiTtHouT the leaft Intention to offend the Clcrgy,
I cannot but think, that, through a miftaken Noton
and Praftice, they prevent themfelves from doing
much Service, which otherwife might ly in their
Power, to Religion and Virtue : 1 mean, by affefling
fo much to converfe with each other, and caring fo little
to mingle with the Laity. They have their particalar
Clubs, and particular Coffeezhoufes where they gene-
rally appear in Clufters : A fingle Divine.dareth hardly
- fhew his Perfon among Numbers of fing Gentlemen; or
if he happen to fall into fuch Company, he is filent
and fufpicious ; in continual Apprehenfion, that fome
‘pert Man of Pleafure fhould break an unmanserly
Eﬁ, and render him ridiculous. Now I take this Be-
viour of the Clergy ta be juft as reafonable, as if the
Phyficians
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Phyficians fhould agree to fpend their Time in vifit~-
ing one another, or their feveral Apothecaries, and -
leave their Patients to fhift for themfelves. In my
humble Opinion, the Clergy's Bufinefs lieth entirely
arong the Laity ; nbeither s there, perhaps, a more
¢feftual Way to forward the Salvation of Mens Souls,.
than for fpiritual Perfons to.make/themf{elves as agree-
able as they can, in the Converfations of the World 3.
for which a learned Education gives them great Ad-
vantage, if they would pleafe to improve and apply it..
Jt fo happens, that the Men of Pleafurs, who never go-
to Church, nor ainufe themfelves to read Books of De-
votion, form their Ideas of the Clergy, from afew
?oor.Sq-ollers they often obferve in the Streets, or-
neaking out of fome Perfon of Quality’s Houfe, where .
they are hired by the Lady at Ten Shillings 2 Month ;
while thofe of better Figure and Parts do feldom.
appear to corre& thefe Notions.  And let fome Reae
foners think what they pleafe; it is certain, that Men.
muft be brought to efteem and love the Clergy, be--
fore they can be perfuaded to.be in love with Religion.
No Man values the beft Medicines, if adminiftered by -
a Phyfician, whofe Perfon he hateth or defpifeth. If
the Clergy were as forward to appear in all Compa--
Ries, as other Gentlemen, and would a litde fludy the .
Arts of Converfation, to make themfelves agreeable,.
they might be welcome at every. Party, where there.
was the leaft Regard for Politénefs, or good.Senfe;
and confequently prevent a thoufand vicious or pro-
fane Difeourfes, as well as A€tions: Neither would
Men of Underftanding complain, that a Clergyman
was & Conftraint upon the Company ; becaufe they
could not fpeak Blafphemy, or obfcené Jefts before him,
While the People are fo jeajous of the Clergy’s Ambis-
tion, asto abhor all Thoughts of the Return of Ecclg-
fiaftick Dilcipline among them ; I do not fee any gthey -
Method left for Men of that Fun&ion to take, in order
to reform the World, than by ufing all honeft Arts to
make themfelves acceptable to the Laity. 'This, no
doub, is Part of that Wifdom of the Serpent, whl&l;
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the Asnthor of Chriftianity direQeth ; -and is the very
" Method ufed by St. Paul, who Became all Things to all
Mew, o the Jews a Jew, and a Greek to the Greeks.

" How to remedy thefe Inconveniemcies, may be a
Matter of fome Difficulty; fince the Clergy feem to
be -of an - Opinion;  that; this Mumogr, of’ {equeftring
themfelves is a Part of their Duty ;- nay, asI remem+-
ber, they have been told by fome of - their Bifhops in
their Paftoral Lettefs, particularly by * onz among
them,. who yet, in his own Praftice, hath all his Life-
fime; taken a Courfe diré&tly contrary. ButIam de-
ceived, if an aukward Shame, and Fear of ill Ufage
from the Laity, have not a greater Share in this mi-
ftaken Conde&, than theit own Inclinations: How-
ever, if the outward Profeffion of Religion and Virtue;
were once in Practice amd Countenance at Court, as
well as among all' Men in Office, or who have any
Hopesor Dependence for Preferment ; a good Treat--
ment of the Clergy would be the'ncméary_ Confe-
quence of fuch-a ﬁformation : and they would foon
be wifé énough to fee their own Duty and Interefl,
in qualifying themfelves for Lay-converfation, when
once they were-out of Fear of being chocked by Ri-
baldry, or Profanenefs. . - '

THERE is one further Circamftance upon this Oc:
cafion, which I know not whether it will be very
erthodox to mention:  The Clergy are the only Set
of Men among us, who conftantly wear a diftin&
Habic from others: The-Confequence of which (not
in-Reafon, but in Fa&t) is this, that as long as any
feandalous Perfons appear in-that  Drefs, it-will con»
tinue, in fome Degree, a-general Mark of Contempt.
Whoever happens to fee a Scoandrel in a Gonwn, reel!
ing Home at Midnight, (a Sight neither frequent nor
méracalous) is apt to-entertain an ill Idea of the whole
_Q{der; and, at the fame time, to-be extremely com-

u
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forted in-his own .Vices. Some Remedy might be-
putto this, if thofe ﬁragglil;g Gentlemen,, who come
up to Town to feek their Fortunes, weye fairly dif-
mifled to the Wef Indies ; where there is Work
enough, and where fome better Provifion fhould be’
made for them, than I doubt there is at prefent. Or,
what if no Perfon were allowed to wear the Habit,
who had not fome Preferment’ in the Church; or, at.
leaft, fome temporal Fortune fufficient to keep him
out of Contempt ? , )
. THERE isong Abnfe in this Town, which wonder-~
fully contributeth to the Promotion of Vice ; when fuck
Men are often put-into the Commiflion of the Peace,
whofe Interelt it is, that Virtye.fhould be utterly ba-
nifhed from among us; who maintain, or atléaft en-
rich themielves by encouraging the groffeft Immorali-
ties’; to whom all the Bawcds of the Ward pay Contrie
bution for Shelter and Proteion from, the Laws.
Thus, thefe worthy Magifirates,. inftead of leflenin
Enormities, are the Occafion: of juft twice as ;m
Debauchery as there would “be, without them., For
thofe infamons Wonten are forced upon doubling their
Work and Indaftry, to dnfwer double Charges, of
aying the Juftice, and fupporting themfelves = | Like
g‘hiev who efcape the Gallows, and are let out te
fteal, in order to difcharge the Goaler’s Fees, e
I is not to be queftioned, but the Q%é,en and Min
. piftry might eafily redrefs this ahominab gGrievang,b
by enlarging the:Number of Juftices of the. Peace p
by endeavouring to'chufe Men of virtuoys. Prigci<
Fes 3 by admitting none,, who have mot confiderable
ortunes; perhaps by receiving into -the Numbeg
fome of the moft eminent Clergy: Then, by forcing
all of them, upon fevere Penalties, to att.when therg
is Occafion ;. and not permitting any, who are of-
fered, to refufe the Commiffion. "But in thefe two,
Iaft Cafes, which are very material, I &dub; there
would be Need of the Legiflatgre. . <« "~ * -1
‘Tue Reformation of tﬁe Stage is_entirely in the
Power of the:Queen; and,, in. the C@ﬁ&m'f “i;-
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Yath upon the Minds of younger People, doth very
well deferve the firicteft Care. Befide the undecent
dod profane Paflages ; befide the perpetual turning
into Ridicule the very Fun@ion of the Priefthood ; with
other Irregularities in moft modern Comedies, which
have heen often objefted to them ; it is worth obfer-
ving the diftributive) Juftice-of the Anthors, ‘which is
conftantly applied. to the Punifhment of ‘Virtue, and
the Reward of Vice ; dire&tly oppofite to the Rules of
their beft Criticks, as well as to the Praice of Dra-
gatick Poets in all other Ages and Countries. For
xample, a Country *Squire, who is reprefented with
no other Vice but that of being a Clown, and having
the proyincial Accent upon his Tongue, which is
neither a Fault, nor in ‘his Power to remedy, muft be
condemned to marry a caft Wench, or a cracked
Chamber-maid. On the other Side, a Rakehell of
the Towr, whofe Chara@er is fet off with no other
Accomplifiments but- extenfive Prodigality, Profane-
nefs; Intemperance, and Luft ; is rewarded with the

Eady. of great Fortune, to repair his own, which his.

Vices hiad almoft ruined. And, as in aTragedy, the
Hero is reprefénted to have obtained many Victories,

in order to raife his Charaéter in the Minds of the.

Spedtators ; fo the Hero of a Comedy is reprefented to
have been viGtorious in all his Intrigues for the fame
Réafon. I do not remember that our Ezglifs Poets
ever fifferéd a criminal Amour to fucceed upon the
Stage, until the Reign of King" Charles-the Second.
Eyér fince ‘that Time, tHe Alderman is made a
-€uckold, the detuded Virgin is debauched ; and Adul-
tety and Forhication: are fuppofed to be cémmitted
behind the Scenes; as Partof the Aétion.” Thefe, and
roany more, Corroptions of the Theatre, peculiar to our
Age and Nation, need continue no longer than while
- the Court i§ coritent to connivé at, or negle& them.
Surely a Pédfior would not be ill employed on fome
Men of Wis, Learning, and Virtue, who might have
Power to’ firike “out efery. offenfive, dr unbecomin
Baflage from Plays 4lreinly writton, aswell as thofe that
- , may

< o e—
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-may be offered to'the Stage for the future. By which,
and other wife Regulations, the Theatre might be-
come-a very innocent and -ufeful Diverfion, inftead of
Eeing a Scandal and Reproach so our Religion and
ountry.

TuEe Propofals I have hitherto made,- for .the Ad-
vancement of Religion ,and, Morality; are-fuch, as
- tome within the Reach of the Admimftration ; fuch as
apious aflive Prince, with a fleady Refolution, might
foon bring to Effect. Neither am I aware of any Ob-
JeCliors to be raifed againft what I have advanced-;
unlefs it thould be thoughe, that the making Religion
aneceffary Step to Intereft and Favaur, might increafe
Hypocrify among us : And, I readily believe it would.
But, if one in twenty, fhould be brought over to true
Fl_etv_ by this, or the like Methods, and the other
nineteen be only Hypocrites, the Advantages would
fill be great. Befides, Hypocrify is much. more elj-
gible than open Infidelity and Vice: It wearsithe
Livery of Religion, it acknowledgeth her Authority,
and is cautious of giving Scandal. Nay,- a long con-
tinued Difguife is too great a Conftraing upon human
Nature, efpecially an Englitp Difpofition, Men would
leave off their Vices out of mere Wearinefs, rather than
undergo the Toil and Hazard, and perhaps.Expence
of practifing them perpetually in private. And, I be-
lieve, it is"often with Religion as it is with Loves
which, by much diffembling, at laft groweth-real. <
. ALL other Projedts to this great End, have proved
ditherto ineffe@tual. Laws againft Immorality haye
not been executed ; and Proclamatjonsoccafionally if-
feed out to enforce them, are wholly unregarded as
hings of Form. Religious Socicties, although begun
Wwith excellent Intention, and by Perfons of true Piety,
are faid, I know not whether truly or po, to have
dwindled into fa&lious Clubs, and grown a Trade to
enrich little knavith Informers of the meaneft Rank,
uch as common Contiables, and broken Shopkeepers.
Anp that Tome effeCtual Attempt. fhould be made
towards fuch a Reformation, is perhaps morg _n;ce{-
! ary,
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.fary, than People commonly apprehend ; becaufe the

-Ruin of a Stute is generally prectded by an univerfal
cy of Manners, and Contempt of Religrion;

swhich is entirely our Cafe at prefene. -~ - -

Diis te minovem qwod gevis, impevas. |

NEerrrer isthisa Matter to be deferred until a more
eonvenient Time of Peace and Leifure: A Reforma-
-tion in Men’s Faith and Morals,-is the beft natural, as
‘wel 2s réligious Means to- bring the War to a good
:Conclufion. Becaufe, if Men in Truft performed their
Daty for Confcience Sake, Affairs would not fuffer '
through Fraud, Falfhood, and Negle&®, as they now

ally do : "And if they believed a God and his
grovidence, and afed accordingly, they might rea-
Adonably hope for his Divine Aflitance in i% jult a
Caufe as ours. '

‘Nowr could- the Majefly of the Engli Crown ap-
“pear, upon any Occafion, in a greater Luftre, either
to Foreigners, or Sabjetts, than §; an Adminiftration,
which praducing fuch good Effetts, would difcover fo
‘much Power. And Power being the natural Appetite
‘of Princes ; a limited Monarch cannot fo well gratify
it in any Point, as a ftri¢t Execution of the Laws. '

Besipes, -all Parties would ‘be obliged to clofe with ‘
o good a Work as this, for their own Reputation :
Netther is any Expedient more likely to ‘unite ghem.
iFor, the moft violent Party-men I have ever obferved,
‘are fuch as in the Condu& of their Lives have dif-
-covered leat Senfe of Religion, or Morality ; and,
‘when all fuch are laid afide, at leaft, thofe among them
‘who fhall be found incorrigible, it will be a Matter,
-perhaps, of no great Difficulty to reconcile the reft.

Tug many Corruptions, at prefent, in every Branch
‘6f Bufinefs, are almoft inconceivable. I have heard
it computed by fkilful Perfons, that, of fix Millions
raiféd every Year for the Service of the Publick,
‘one Third, at leaft, is funk and intercepted through
-the feveral Clafles and Spbordinations of artful

L Men
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Men in Office, before the Remainder is applied to
the proper Ufe. ‘This is an accidental ill Effe&® of
our Freedom : And while fuch Men are in Truft, who
have no Check from within, nor any Views but to-
wards their Intereft ; there is no other Fence againft
them, bat the Certainty of being hanfged upon-the
fift Difcovery, by the arbitrary Will of an-unlimited
Manarch, or his Fizier. Among Us, the only Dan-
ger to be apprehended, is the Lofs of an Employment ;
and that Danger is to be eluded a thoufand Ways.
Befides, when Fraud is great, it furnifheth Weapons
to defend itfelf: And, at worft, if the Crimes be fo
Hagrant, that a Man is laid afide out of perfe®
Shame (which rarely happeneth) he retireth loaded
with the Spoils of the Nation; Ez fruitar diis iratis,
Icould name a Commiffion, where feveral Perfons out
of a Salary of five hundred Pounds, without other
vifible Revenues, have always lived at the rate of
two thoufand, - and laid out forty or fifty thoufand up-~
on Purchafes of Land, or Annvities. An hundred
other Inflances of the fame Kind might eafily be
Produced. What Remedy, therefore, can be found
againft fuch Grievances, in a Conftitation like ours,
but to bring Religion into\Countenance, and encou-
Tage thofe, who, from the Hope of future Reward,
and Dread of future Punithment, will be moved to
a&t with Juftice and Integrity ?

TH1s 1s not tobeaccomplithed any other Way than

Introducing Religion, as much as poflible, to be
the Turn and Fathion of the Age ; which only lieth
i the Power of the Adminiftration ; the Prince with
utmoft Stri@knefs regulating the Court, the Miniftry,
and other Perfons in great Employment ; and theie,
by their Example and Authority, reforming all who

ave Dependence on them. -

_Lr is certain, that 4 Reformation, fuccefsfully car-
Tied on in this great Town, would, in Time, {pread
thelf over the whole Kingdom ; fince moft of the
Confiderable Youth pafleth here that Seafon of their

1ves, wherein the firongeft Impreflions are made, in

oL, I, ‘ (o) " order
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order to improve their Education, or advance their
Fortune: And thofe among them who return into
their feveral Countries, are fure to be followed and
imitated, as the greateft Patterns of Wit and good
Breeding. ) |

Anp if Things were once in this Train; thatis,
if Virtue and Religion were eftablithed. as the necef-
fary Titles to Reputation and Preferment; and if Vice
and Infidelity were not only loaden with Infamy, but
made the infallible Ruin of all Mens Pretenfions ; our
Duty, by becoming our Intereft, would take Root in
our .Natures, and mix with the very Genius of our
People ; fo that it would not be eafy for the Example
of one wicked Prince, to bring us back to our for-
mer Corruptions. .

I have confined myfelf (as.-it is. before obferved)
to thofe Methods for the Advancement of Piety,
which are.in the Power of a Prince limited like ours,
by a ftri®t Execution of the Laws already in Force.
And this is enough for a Project that cometh without
any Name, or Recommendation: I doubt, a great
deal more than will fuddenly be reduced into Pra-
ctice. Although, if any Difpofition fhould appear
towards fo good 2 Work, it is certain, that the Af-
fitance of the legiflative Power would be neceflary
to mzake it more compleat. .I will inftance only in
a few Particulars.

. In order to reform.the Vices of thjs Town, which,
as we have faid, hath fo mighty an Influence on the
whole Kingdom; it would bevery inflrumental to have
a Law made, that all Taverns, or Alehoufes, fhould
be obliged to difmifs their Company by Twelve at
Night, and fhut up their Doors; and that no Wo-
man fhould be fuffered to enter any Tavern or Ale-
houfe upon any Pretence whatever. It is eafy to

- conceive, what a Number of ill Confequences fuch a
Law would prevent; the Mifchiefs of Quarrels and
Lewdnefs. and Thefts, and midnight Brawls, the
Difeafes of Intemperance and Venery ; anda thopf&ng

. Q

~—
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other Evils needlefs to mention. Nor would it be a-
mifs, if the Mafters of thofe publick Houfes were o-
bliged, upon the fevereft Penalties, to give only a
proportioned Quantity of Drink to every Company 3
andpsvhen he found his Guefts difordered with Ex-
cefs, to refufe them any more.

I believe there is hardly 'a Nation' in"Chriflendorm, .
where all Kind of Fraud is practifed in fo unmeafu- -
nable a Degree as with us. The Lawyer, the Tradef-
man, the Mechanick, have found fo many Arts to
deceive in their feveral Callings, that they far out-
grow the common Prudence of  Mankind, which is
in no fort able to fence againft them. Neither could
the Legiflature, .in: any Thing, more: confult the pu-
blick Good, than by providing fome effe@tual Remedy
againft this Evil; which, in feveral Cafes, deferveth
greater Punifhment than many Crimes that are ca-
‘pi_tal among us. The Vintner, who, by mixing Poifon
with his Wines, deftroyeth more Lives, than any ma-
lignant Difeafe : The Lawyer, who: perfuadeth you
t0 a Purchafe, which he knoweth is mortgaged for
more than the- Worth, to the Ruin of you and your
Family : ‘The Banquier or Scrivener, who taketh all
your Fortune to difpofe of,” when he hath beforehand
refolved to break the following Day ; doth furely de-
ferve the Gallows much better than the Wretch, who
1s carried thither for flealing a Horfe.

IT cannot eafily-be anfwered to God or Man, why
2 Law is not made fos limiting the Prefs ; at leaft

far as to prevent the publithing of fuch pernicious
Books, as under Pretence of Free-thinking, endea-
Your to overthrow thofe Tenets in Religion, which
have been held inviolable almoft in all Ages, by eve-
Iy Se& ‘that pretendeth to be Chriftian ; and cannot
therefore, with any Colour of Reafom, be called

oints in Controverfy, or Matters of Speculation, as fome
would pretend. The DoGrine of the Trinity, the Di-
¥imty of Chrift, the Immortality of the Siul, and even
% Truth of all Revelation are daily exploded and
Oz denied
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denied in Books openly printed ; although it is to be
Afuppofed, that neither Party avow fuch%’rinciples,.or
. ‘'own the fupporting of them to be any way neceffa-
xy to their Service.
It would be endlefs to fet down, every Corryption
or Defeit, which requireth a Remedy from the le-
. giflative Power.//\Senates dreClike to) have little Re-
gard for any Propofals that come from avitbout Doors :
Although under a due Senfe of my own Inabilities,
¥ am fully convinced that the unbiaffed Thoughts of
an honeft and wife Man, employed on the Good of
his Country, may be better digefted, than the Re-
{ults of a Multitade, where Fadtion and Intereft too
often prevail : As a fingle Guide may dire¢t the Way,
‘better than five hundred who bewe comirary Vieaws, or
Jook afquimt, or jbut their Eyes. . .
I thall mention but one more Particular,. which ¥
“think a Parliament ought to take under Confidera-
tion : Whether it be not a Shame to our Country,
and a Scandal to Chriftianity, that, in many Towns
nhere there is a prodigious Increafe in the Number
of Houfes and Inhabitants, fo little Care fhould be
taken for the Building of Churches, that five Parts
in fix of the People are abfolutely hindered from
hearing Divine Service ? particularly here in * Loa-
dox, where a fingle Minifter, with one or two forry
Curates, has the Care fometimes of above twenty
thoufand Souls incumbent on him. A Neglett of Re-
ligion fo ignominious in my Opinion, that it caa
bardly be equalled in any civilized Age or ‘Country.

. Bur,

. This Paragraph is knowa to have given the firft Hint to cer-
dain Bifbops, particularly to that maft excellent Prelate, Bifbop
Atterbury, in the Earl of Oxford’s Miniftry, to procure a Fuxd
Jor building fifty new Churches in Londpn,




Advancerment of RELIGION, &c. 149

BuT, to leave thefe airy Imaginations of introdu-
eing new Laws.for the Amendment of Mankind :
What I principally infift on, is the due Execution of
theold, which lieth wholly in the Crown, and in the
Authority derived from thence : I return therefore to
my former Affertion; that, if Stations of Power,
Tru#, Profit, and Honour, , were;conftantly made the
Rewards of Virtue and Piety ; fuch an Adminiltra-
tion muft needs have a mighty Influence on the Faith
and Morals of the whole Kingdom: and Men of
great Abilities would #ben endeavour to excel in
the Duties of - a religious Life, in order to qualify
themfelves for publick Service. I may poflibly be
wrong in fome of the Means I prefcribe towards
this End; but that is no material Qbjeion againft
the Defign itfelf. Let thofe who gre at the lglelm
sontrive it better, which perhaps t%ey'may eafily
do. Every body will agree, that the Difeafe is
manifeft, as well as dangerous; that fome Reme-
dy is neceffary, and that none yet applied hath been
effetual ; which is a fufficient Excufe for any Man
Who wifheth well to his Country, to offer his
Thoughts, ‘when he can have no other End in View
but the publick Good. The prefent QuEen is a
rince of as many and great Virtues as ever filled a

hrone, how would it brighten her Chara&er to
the prefent and after Ages, if She would exert Her
Utmoft Authority to inftil fome Share of thofe Virtues
mto Her People, which they are too degenerate to
kflm only from Her Example. And, be it fpoks
with all the Veneration poifible, for fo excellent a
Sovereign ; Her beft Endeavours in this weighty Af-
fair, are a moft important Part of Her Duty, as well
as of Her Intereft, and Her Honour.

Bur, it muft be confefled, That as Things are
ROw, every Man thinketh, he hath laid in a fufficient
Stock of Merit, and may pretend to any Egploy-
Ment, provided he hath been loud and frequentin

ng himfelf heasty for the Government. ks
N 03 ; true ;.
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true; he is a Man of Pleafure, and a Free-thirker;
that is, in ether Words, he is a Profligate in his
Morals, and a Defpifer of Religion; but in Point
of Party, he is one to -be confided in ; he is an Af-
fertor of Liberty and Property ; he rattleth out a-
gainft Popery, and Arbitrary Power, and Priefi-craft,
and High-charch., , It |is-enough : He is a Perfon
fully qualified for any Employment in the Court, or
the Navy, the Law, or the Revenue; where he
will be fure to leave no Arts untried of Bribery,
Fraud, Injuftice, or Oppreffion, that he can practife
with any Hope of Impunity. No Wonder fuch
Men are true to a Government, where Liberty
runneth high, where Property, bowever attained, is
. fo well fecured, and where the Adminiftration is at

leaft fo gentle: It is impoflible they eould chufe

an}i_s other Conftitution, without changing te their
Lofs. -

Fiperity to a prefent Eftablithment, is indeed

one principal Means to defend it from a foreign Ene-

my; but without other Qualifications, will not pre-

vent Corruptions from within: And States are more

often ruined by thefe than the other.

To conclude : Whether the Propofals I have offer-

ed towards a Reformation, be fuch as are moft pro-
dent and convenient, may probably be a Queftion;
bat it is none at all, whether /ome Reformation be ab-
folutely neceffary; becaufe the Nature of Things is
fuch, that if Abafes be not remedied, they will cer
tainly increafe, nor ever ftop till they ead in the Sub-
verfion of a Commonwealth. As there muft always
of Neceflity be fome Corruptions; fo in a well
inftitated State, the executive Power will be al-
ways contending againft them, by reducing Things (as
Mackiavel f] ) to their firfl Prisciple; ; never let~
ting Abufes grow inveterate, or multiply fo far, that
it will be hard to find Remedies, and, perhaps, im-
flible to apply them : As he that would keep his
oufe in Repair, muft attend cvery little Breach

: or
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or Flaw, and fupply it immediately, elfe Time alone
- will bring all to Ruin; how much more the common
Accidents of Storms and Rain? He muft live in
perpetual Danger of his Houfe falling about his Ears;
and will find it cheaper to threw it quite down, and
build it again from the Ground, perhaps upon a new
Foundation, or at leaft,in ;2 new Form, which mag-
wcitheg be fo fafe, nor fo convenient as the old,
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Frtical ESSAY

UroN, , THE

FACULTIES of the MIND.

Sir,

BE ING fo great a Lover of Antiqui-
ties, it was reafonable to fuppofe you
would be very much obliged with any thing
that was new. I have been of late offend-
ed with many Writers of Effays and moral
Difcourfes, for running into ftale Topicks
and thread-bare Quotations, and not hand-
ling their Subject fully and clofely: All
which Errors 1 have carefully avoided in
the following Effay, which I have propofed
2 a Pattern for young Writers to imitate.
The Thoughts and Obfervatians being en-
tirely new, the Quotations untouched by
others, the Subject of mighty Importance,
and treated with much Order and Perfpi-
Cuity : It hath coft me a great deal of
Time; and I defire you will accept and.
confider it as the utmoft Effort of my Ge-

niys,
A
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Trtical ESSA'Y, &P

HILOSOPHERS fay, that Man is a Mi-
crocofm, or little World, refembling in Mini-

_ ature every Part of the Great: And, in my
Opinion, the Body Natural may be compared to the
Body Politick : And if this be fo, how can the Epicn-
reans Opinion be true, -That the Univerfe was formed
by a fortuitous Concourfe of Atems ; which I will no
more believe, than that the accidental Jumbling of
the Letters in the Alphabet, could fall by Chance into
amoft ingenious and learned Treatife of Philofophy.
Rifum teneatis Amici ? Hor. This falfe Opinion muft
needs create many more ; it is like an Error in the firft
Conco&ion, which cannot be correéted in the fecond ;
the Foundation is weak, and whatever Superftru&ture
Youraife upon it, muft of Neceflity fall. to the Ground.,
hus, Men are led from ene Error to another, until
With Ixion they embrace a:Cloud inftead of Furs ; or,
like the Dog in the Fable, lofe the-Subftance in gaping
at the Shadow. For fuch Opinions canmot cohere :
but like the Iron and Clay in the Toes of Nebuchad-
#exzar’s Image, muft feparate and break in Pieces.
have read in a certain Author, that Alexander wept
caufe he had no more Worlds to conquer ; which
€ need not have done, if the fortuitous Concourfe
of Atoms could -create éne: But this is an Opinion
fitter for that many-headed Beaft, the Vulgar,
€atertain, then.for fo wife a. Man, as Epicuras ; the
- corrupt
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corrupt Part of his Se& only borrowed his Name, as
the Monkey did the Cat’s Claw, to draw the Chef
nut out of the Fire. -
HowEevER, the firft Step t6 the Cure, is to know the
Difeafe ; and although Truth may be difficult to find,
becaufe, as the Philofopher obferveth, fhe liveth in the
Bottom of a Well;, yet weineed not; like blind -Men,
grope in open Day-light. I hope, I may be allowed,
among fo many far more learned Men, to offer myp
Mite, fince g Stander-by may fomctimes, perbaps,
fee more of the Game than he that playeth it. But
I.do not think a Philofopher obliged to account for
-every Phanomenon in Natuse; -ar drown himfelf
with Ariflotle, for not "being able to Holve the Eb-
bing and Flowing of the Tide, in that fatal Sen-
4ence he pafied upon himbelf, Quia te nom_ capio, tn
capies ma. _ ‘
WHEREIN he was at-once the Judge and the Cri-
minal, the Accufer and Executioner. Socrates, on
the other hand, who faid he knew nothing, was pro-
wounced by the Oracle-to be -the wifeft Man - in the
‘World. - - A
BuT to return.from this Digreflion ; I think itas
‘¢lear as any Demonftration in Ewckid, That Nature
doth nothing in vain; 'if we were able ta dive inta
‘her fecret .Receffes, we fhould find, that the fmalleff
Blade of Grafs, or moft contemptible Weed, hath its
particular Ufe ; bat fhe is chiefly admirable in her
-minutet Compofitions, the lealt and moft contem-
ptible Infe& moft difcovers the Art of Nature, if i
-may fo call it; although Nature, which delightetk in
Variety, will always triumph over Art. And, as
+the Poet obferveth,

Naturam expellas furca licet, afgue recurret,  Hor,

Bur the varionsOpinians of Philofophers, have fcat-
-tered through the World as many Plagues of the Mind,
as Pandora’s Box did thofe of the Body, only with this
Difference, that they have not left Hope at the Bo
’ tom.
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tom. And if Truth be not fled with 4frea, fhe is
certainly as hidden as the Source of Nil,, and canbe
found only in Utopia. Not that I would reflet on
thofe wife Sages, which would be a Sort of Ingrati-
tade ; and he that calleth a Man ungrateful, fums up
all the Evil that 2 Man <an be guilty of. .

Ingratum fi dixeris, emnia dicis.

Bur, what I blame the Philofophers for, (although
_fome may think it a Paradox) is chiefly their Pride ;
nothing lefs than an ipf dixi?, and you muft pin your
Faith on their Sleeve. And, although Diogenes lived
ina Tab, there might be for ought I know, as much
Pride under his Rags, as in the fine fpun Garment of
the Divine Plato. 1t is reported of this Diogenes, that
when Alexander came to fee him, and promg?ed to give
him whatever he would afk; the Cynict only anfwered,
Take not from me what thou canfi mot give me ; but fland.
from between me and the Light, which was almoft as
extravagant as the Philofopher that flung his Money
into the Sea, with this remarkable Saying,
How different was this Man from the Ufurer, who
being told his Son would fpend all he had got, re-
plied, .He cannot take more Pleafire in fpending, than I
did in getting it. 'Thefe Men could fee the Faults of
<ach-other, but not their own ; thofe they flung into
the Bag behind; Non videmus id mantice quad a tergo
¢t I may, perhaps, be cenfured for my free Opinions,
y thofe carping Momus’s, whom Authors worthip as
the Indians do the Devil, for Fear. They will en-
deavdur to give my Reputation as many Wounds as
the Man in the Almanack ; but I valae it not, and
pethaps, like Flies, they may buz fo often about the
Candle, untit they burn their Wings. They muft
ardon me, if I venture to give-them this Advice,
0t to rail at what they cannot underftand ; it doth
but difcover that felf-tormenting Paffion of Envy;
than which, the greateft Tyrant never invented a
more cruel Torment.

Vor. I. P Invidia
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Invidia Siculi non invenere @rm
Tormentum majus

I muft be fo bold to tell my Criticks and Witlings,
that they are.no more Judges of this, than a Man that
is born blind can have any true Idea of Colours. I
have always obferved, that your empty Veflels found
loudeft: I value their Lathes as little as the Sea did
when Xerxes whipped it. The utmoft Faveur a
Man can expe& from them, is that which Polypbemss
promifed Ulyfles, that he would devour him the laft:
They think to fubdue a Writer, as Cefar did his Ene-
my, with a Vewi, widi, wici. 1.confefs, I value the
Opinion of the judicious Few, a Rimer, a Dennis, or a
Waravick ; but for the reft,. to give my Judgment at
once, Lthink the long Difpute among the Philofo-
phers about a Vacuum, may be determined in the Af-
firmative, that itis.to be found in a Critick’s Head.
They are, at beft, but the Drones of the learned
‘World, who devour the Honey, and will not work
themfelves ; and a Writer need no more regard them,
than the Moon does the barking of a little fenfelefs
Cur: For, in fpite of. their terrible Roaring, you
may with half an Eye difcover the 46 er the
Lion’s Skin. .

BuT to return to our Difcourfe : Demofthenes bein
afked, what was the firft Part of an Orator, repli
Afion: What was,the fecond, 4%ion: What was the
third, 4&Zion: ‘And {o on ad infinitum. This may
be true in Oratary ; but Contemplation, in other
Things, exceedeth A&ion. And therefore, a wife
Man is never lefs alone, than when he is alone.

Jouvex,

Nunguam minus folus, quim cum folus.

" Anp Ard;imde!:, the famous Mathematiciap, was

{o intent upon his Problems, that.he never mind

the Soldier who came to kill him. Therefore, not
80
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to detra&t from the juft Praife which belongeth to
Orators, they ought to confider, -that Nature, which
gave us two Eyes to fee, and two Ears to hear, hath
given us but one Tongue to {peak ; wherein, how-
ever, fome do fo abound, that the Virszaff, who have
been fo long in Search for the perpetual Motion,
may infallibly find it there; )

Some Men admire Republicks; becaufe, Orators
flourith there moft, and are the great Enemies of Ty-
ranny : But my Opinion is, that one Tyrant is better
than an hundred. Befides, thefe Orators inflame the
People, whofe Anger is really but a fhort Fit of
Ma(fncfs.

Ira furor brewis eft. Hor.

ArTEr which, Laws are like Cobwebs, which
may catch {mall Flies, but let Wafps and Hornets
break through. But, in Oratory, the greateft Artis
to hide Art. .

Artis eft celare drtem.

Bur.this muft be-the Work of Time ; we muft lay
Lold on all Opportunities; and let flip no Occafion, elfe
we fhall be forced to weave Pemelope’s Web 5 unravel
Inthe Night what we fpun in the Day. And, there-
fore I have obferved that Time is painted with a Lock
before, and bald behind ; fignifying thereby, that we
maft take Tlime (as we fay) by the Forelock; for
when it is once paft, there is no recalling it. :

Tue Mind ofP Manis, at firft, (if you will pardon
the Expreflion) like a Tabula rafa; or like Wax,
which while it is foft, is capable of any Imprefiion,
until Time hath hardened it. And at length Death,
that grim Tyrant, ftoppeth us in the Midft of our
Career. 'The greateft Conquerors have at laft been
conquered by Death, which fpareth none from the
Sceptre to the Spade.

Mors omnibus communis.
Pz ALL
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ALy Rivers go to the Sea, bat none return from it.
Xerxes wept when he beheld his Army ; to confider
that in lefs than an hundred Years they would be all
dead. dnacreon was chocked with a Grape-flone;
and violent Joy killeth as well as violent Grief.
There is nothing in this Werld conftant, but Incon- |
ftancy ; yet Plato)thought;othat) if (Virtue would
appear to the World in her own native Drefs, all
Men would be enamoured with her. But now, fince
Intereft governs the World, and Men negle&t the
Golden Mean, Fupiter himfelf, if he came on the
Earth, would be defpifed, unlefs-it were as he did to
Danae, in a golden Shower. For Men, ngw-a-days,
worthip the rifing Sun, and not the fetting.

Danec eris felix, multos numerabis amicos.

Tavs have I, in Obedience tg your Commands,
ventured to expofe myfelf to Cenfure in this critical
Age. Whether I have done Right to my Subjed,
maft be left to the Judgment of the learned Reader:
However, I cannot but hope, that my attempting of
it, may be an Encouragement for fome able Pen to
perform it with more Succefs.
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PROPOSAL

F O R

Correting, Improving, and Afcertaining-
the ExcLisH ToNGUE:

I'N A

Letter to the Moft Honourable ROBERT
Earl of OxForp and MorTIMER, Lord
High Trreafurer. of Great Britain.

It s well knowm, that if the Dueen bad lived a Year or two
lmger, the following Propofal would, in all Probability, bave
ioken Effe.  For the Lord Treafurer bad alrcady nominated
Jeveral Perfons without Diftinttion of Quality or Parly, who
were to compofe a Society for the Purpofés mentioned by the
Author ; and re/olved to ufe bis Credit with Her Majefly,
that @ Fund fbould be applied to fupport the Expence of a large
Room, where the Socicty fbould mect, and for other Incidents,
But-this Scheme felt to the Ground, . partly by the Diffenfions
among the great Men at-Court; but chicfly by the lamented
Dmi of that.ghrious..Princeft. .

To the Moft Honourable ROBERT Earl of
OxFoRD. .

My Lorp,

HAT I had the Honour of mentioning to
your Lordfhip fome Time ago in Conver-

fation, was not a new Thought, juft then

flarted by Accident-or Occafion, but the Refuit of
long Reflexion ;.and .I have been confrmed in my
v Pg3 Seatiments
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Sentiments by the Opinion of fome very judicious
Perfons, with whom I confulted. They all agreed,
‘That nothing would be of greater Ufe towards the
Improvement of Knowledge and Politenefs, than fome
effectual Method for Correcting, Enbargingy and Afeer-
taining our Language ; and they think it 2 Work ve-
ry poffible to be compafled, under the Protetion of
a Prince, the Countenance’'and Encouragement of a
Miniftry, and the Care of proper Perfons, chofen for
fuch an Undertaking. I was glad to find your Lord-
thip’s Anfwer in fo different a Style, from what hath
been commonly made ufe of on fuch like Occafions,
for fome Years paft: Thar &l fuch Thoughts muft be de-
Jerred to a Time of Peace : A Topick which fome have
carried fo far, that they would not have us by any
Means think of preferving our Civil or Religious Con-
ftitution, becaufe we are engaged in a War abroad.
It will be among the diftinguithing Marks of your
Miniftry, my Lord, that you had a Genius above
all fuch Regards; and that no reafonable Propofal for
the Honour, the Advantage, or the Ornament of your
Country, however foreign to your more immediate
Office, was ever neglefted by you. I confefs the
Merit of this Candour and Condefcenfion is very mach
leflened ; ‘becaufe your Lordfhip hardly leaveth us
Room to offei our good Withes ; removing all our
Difficulties, and fupplying our Wants, fafter than the
moft vifionary Projetor can adjuft his Schemes, And
therefore, my Lord, the Defign of this Paper is not fo-
much to offer you Waps and Means, as to complain of
a Griewance, the redrefling of which. is to be your own:
Work, as much as that of paying the Natioas Debts,
or opening a Trade into the Seuth Sea ; and although
not of fuch immediate Benefit as either of thefe, or
any other of your glorious A&ions, yet perhaps in fu-

ture Ages not lefs to your Honeur.
My Lord, I do here, in the Name of all the learsed
and polite Perfons of the Nation, complain to your
- Lordfhip, as Firj# Minifier, that our Language is ex-
tremely imperfet ; that its daily Improvements are blu'
D
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o means in Proportion to its daily Corruptions ; that

the Pretenders to polith and refine it, have chiefly mul-

tiplied Abufes and Abfurdities ; and that, in many In-

flances, it offendeth againft every Part of Grammar..

But left your Lordfhip fhould thgﬁ my Cenfure too fe-
. vere, [ fhall-take Leave to be more pasticular.

I believe your Lordfhip will agree with me in the.
Reafon, why our Language is lefs tefined-than thofe of”
lialy, Spain, or France.. Tt is plain, that the Lasin
Tongue in its Purity was never in this {fland ; towards .
the Conqueft of which, few or no Attempts were
made till the Time of Clawdins: Neithcr was that
Language ever fo vulgar in Britain, as it'is known to
have been in Gax/ and Spain.. Further, we.find that.
the Roman Legions here, were. at length all recalled to
belp their Country againft the Gosbs, and other barba--
tous Invaders.. Mean time, the Britons left to fhift
for themfelves, and daily harafled by cruel Inoads
from the Pi&s, were forced to call in the Saxoms for
their Defence ; who confequently redaced the greateft
Part of the Iland to their own Power, drove the Bri-
#ons into the. moft remote and mountainous Parts ; and
the reft of the Country, in Cuftoms, Religion, and
Language, became wholly Saxon. This I take to be
the Reafon why there are more Latin Words remain--
mg in the Britifb Tongue than in the old Saxos;
whicle, excepting fome few Variations in the Ortho--
graphy, is the fame in moft original Words with our
Prelent Exglifb, as well as with the German and other.
Nortbern Diale@s. v :

Epwarp the Confeffor, having lived long in France,
appeareth to. be the firff, who introduced any Mixture
of the French Tongue with the Saxon; the Court af-
feing what the. Prince was fond of, and others

ing it up for a Fafthion, as it is now with us.
.”/illiaﬂ the Congueror proceeded much further; bring-
g over with him vaft Numbers of that Nation, {eat-
tering them in every Monaftery, giving them great
Quantities of Land, diretting alil Pleadings to be in
that Language, and endeavouring to make it univesfal
n
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in the Kiagdom. This, at leaft, is the OQpinion ge-
nerally received : But your Lordfhip. hath -fully, con-
vinced me, that the French Tongue made yet a greater
Progrefs here under Harry the Second, who had large
Territories on that Continent, both from his Father -
and his Wife; made frequent Journeys and Expedi-
tions thither, and was always attended with a Namber
of his Countrymen, Retainers at his Court. For fome
Ceaturies after, there was a conftant Intercourfe be-
tween France and England, by the Dominions we pof
feffed there, and the Conquefts we made : So that our
Language, betweern two and three hundred Years ago;
{eemeth to have had a greater Mixture with the Frech
than at prefent ; many Words having been afterwards
reje@ted, and fome iince the Time of Spencer; al-
though we have flill retained not a few, which have
been.long antiquated in Framce. I could produce fever
zal Inflances of both Kinds, if it were of any Ufe or
Entertainment.
To examine into the feveral Circumfances, by
.which the Language of a Country may be
would force me to enter into a wide Field. I fhall
only obferve, That the Latin, the Fremch, and the
Engli/p, feem to have undergone the fame Fortune.
The firft, from the Days of Romulxs to thofe of Fulius
Ccfar, fuffered perpetyal Changes ; and by what we
.meet in thofe Authors who occafionally fpeak an that
Subje&, as well as from certain Fragments of old
.Laws;-it-ic manifeft, that the Larin, three hundred
Years before Tully, was as unintelligible in his Time,
as the Baglifo and. French of the fame Period are now;
and thefe two have changed as much fince William
the Conqueror, (which is but little lefs than feven hun-
dred Years) as the Latin appeareth to have done in the
like Term. Whether our Lan e, or the French
-will decline as faft as the Romax did, is-a Queftion
that would perhaps admit more Debate than it is
.worth. There were many Reafons for the Cortu-
-ptions of the laft : As the Change of their Governinent
‘%0 a Tyranny, which ruined the Study of Eloque:l:,lcci
there

‘4
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there being no further Ufe or Encouragement for
popular Orators : Fheir giving not only the Freedom
of the City, but Capacity for Employments, to feve-
ral Towns in Gawl, Spain, and Germany, and other
diftant Parts, as far as 4fia; which brought a great
Number of foreign Pretenders into Rome: The fla-
vith Difpofition of the Senate and People ; by which
the Wit and Eloquence of the ‘Age were wholly turn-
ed into Panegyrick, the moft barren of all Subjedts :
The great Corruption of Manners, and Introdution
of foreign Luxury, with foreign Terms to exprefs it:
With feveral others that might be affigned : Not to
mention thofe Invafions from the Gotds and Vandals,
which are too obvious to infift on.

TrE Roman Language arrived at great PerfeQion
before it began to fccay: The Frexch, for thefe laft
fifly Years, hath been polithing as much as it will bear;
and appeaseth to be declining by the nataral Incon-
flancy of that People, as well as the Affe@tation of
fome late Authors, to introduce and multiply Cant
Words, which is the moft rainous Carruption in any
Lingunge. La Bruyere, a late celebrated Writer among

, maketh ufe of many new Terms which are not to
be found in any of the common DiGionaries before his .
Time. But the Englih Tongue is not arrived to fuch.
2 Degree of Perfection, as, upon that account, to
make us apprehend any Thoughts of its Decay: And,
if it were once refined to a certain Standard, perhaps,
there might be Ways to fix it for ever, or at leaft until
Weare invaded, and made a Conqueft by fome other
State: And even then, our beft Writings might pro-.
bably be preferved with Care, and grow into Efteem,
and the Authors have a Chance for %:\)mortahty

Bur without fuch great Revolutions as thefe, (to
which we are, 1 think, lefs fubje@ than Kingdoms.
Upon the Continent), I fee no abfolute Neceflity why
any Langnage thould be perpetually changing; for we

d many Examples to the contrary. From Homer to.
Plutarch, are above a thoufand Years; fo long, at
leat, the Purity of the Greet Tongue may be allowed.

t9-
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to laft ; and we know not how far before. ‘The Gre-
cians fpread their Colonies round all the Coafts of -4/
Minor, even to the Northern Parts, lying towards the
Euxine 5 in every Ifland of the Zgean Sea, and feveral
others in the -Mediterrancan ; where the Language was
g:efewed ontire for many Ages, after they themfelves

came Colonies to/Rorme, and uatihthey were over-run
by the barbarous Nations upon the Fall of that Empire:
‘The Chinefe have Books in their Language above two
thoufand Years old ; neither have the frequent Con-
quefls of the Tartars been able to alter it. The Ger-
man, Spanifp, and ltalian, have admitted few- or ro
Changes for fome Ages paft, The other Languages of ‘
Europe 1 know nothing ‘of ; neijther is there any Oc-
cafion to confider-them.

Havine taken this Compafs, I return to thofe Con-
fiderations upon our own Language, which I would
humbly offer your Lordthip. The Period wherein the
Englif Tongue received moft Improvement, I take to
commence with the Beginning of Queen Elizabeth’s
Reign, and to conclude with the great Rebeltion in
Forty two. It is true, there-'was a very ill Tafle
both of Style and Wit, which prevailed under King
Fames 1, ;- but that feemeth to have been corre@ed in
the firft Years of his Succeffor; who, among many
otherQualifications of an-excellent Prince, was a great
JPatron- of Learning. Frem thut great Rebellion to
this prefent Time, I'am apt to doubt whether: the Cor-
Fuptions in our Language have not, atleaft, equalled
the Refinements of it, and thefe Corruptions very few
of the beft Authors in ous-Age have wholly efcaped.
During the Ufurpation, .fach an Infufion of enthufiz-
ftick.Jargen, prevailed in every Writing, as was not
fhaken off-in- many Years after. To this fucceeded
that Licentioufnefs which entered with the Refloration;
and from infeQing our Religion and Morals, fell
to corrupt our Language : Which laft, was not like to
be -much improved by thofe, who, at that time, made
up the Court of King Charles IL. ; either fuch who had
followed him in his Banithment, or who bad been-al-

. togeﬂ!ﬂ‘
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togethet converfant in.the Diale& of thofe faratick.
Times; or young Men, who had been educated in the-
fame Company ; fo that the Cexrs, which vfed to bethe’
Standard of Propriety, and Correéinefs of Speech, was,
then, and, I think, hath ever fince continued the worft

School in England, for that Accomplithment; and fo will

remain, until better Care be taken-in, the-Education:
of our young Nobility ; that they may fet out into the’
World with fome Foundation of Literature, in order.
t qualify them for Patterns of Politenefs. 'The Can-’
fequence of. this Defe& upon-our Language, -may ap-:
pear from the. Plays, and other Compofitions, written.
for Entertainment, within fifty Years paft; filled with
2 Succeffion of affected Phrafes, and new conceited

Words, either borrowed from the current Style of the

Coutt, or from thofe, who, under the Charalter of
Men of Wit and Pleafure, pretend to give the Law.

Magy of -thefe Refinements have ﬂreaﬁy been long

antiquated, and are now hardly intelligible ; which

isno Wonder, when they were the Produ& only of-
Ighorance.and Caprice.

I have never known this great Town without one -
ot more Dunces of Figure, who had Credit enough to
gve Rife to fome new Word, and propagate it in-
moft Converfations ; although it had neither Humour
%or Significancy. If.it ftruck the prefent Talle, it was’

n transferred into the. Plays, and current Scribbles
of the Week,..and became an Addition to our Lan- -
age ; while the Men of Wit and Learning, inftead ;

early obviating fuch Corruptions, were too often

ced to imitate-and comply with them.

Tuere is another Set of Men, who have contri- -

ted. very much to the fpoiling of the Englits Tongue ;
L mean the Poets, from the. Time of the Reftoration. -
Thefe,Gentlemen, although they could not be infen-
fible how much our Language was already overftock--
ed with Monofyllables, yet, to fave Time and Pains,
Introduced that ‘barbarous Cuftom- of abbreviating.
Words, to fit them to the Meafure of their Verfes ;
and this they have frequently done, fo very injudi-

cioufly,
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doufly, as to form fuch harfh unharmonious Sounds,
that none but a Northers Ear could endure.. They
have joined the moft obdurate Confonants, without |
one intervegning Vowel, only to fhorten a Syllable:
And their Tafte .in time became fo depraved, that
what was at firlt a poetical Licehce, not to be jufti-
fied, they made their Choice); (alledging, that the
‘Words pronounced at length, founded faint and lan-
guid. . This was a Prétence to take up the fame
Cuftora in Profe ; {o -that moft of the Books we fee
now-a-days, are full of thofe Manglings and Abbre-
wiations. - Inftances of this Abufe are innumerable:

What doth your Lordthip think of the Words, Drxdy'd,
Diflurb’d, - Rebuk'd, Fledg'd, and a thoufand others,
-every where to be metin Profe, as well as Verfe !
‘Where, by leaving out a Vowel to fave a Syllable,
we form {o jarring a Sound, and fo difficalt to utter,
sthat I have often wondered how it.could ever obtain.
- Anorner Caufe (and perhaps borrowed from the
former) which hath contributed not a little to the
maiming of our Language, is-a foolith Opinion, ad-
wanced of late Years, that we ought to fpell exadly as
we {peak ; which, befides the obvious Inconvenience of
utterly deftroying our Etymology, would be a Thirﬁ

we fhould never fee an End of. Not only the fever
Fowns and Counties of England, have a different Way
-of pronouncing ; but even here in Loadon, they clip
-their Words after orie Manner about the Court, ano-
sther in the City, arld a third in the Suburbs ; and in
-a few Years, it is probable, will all differ from them-
felves, as Fancy or Fafhion fhall dire€t: All which
-reduced to Writing, would entirely confound Ortho-
.graphy. Yet many People are fo fond of this Conceit,
that it is fometimes a difficult Matter to read modern
Books and Pamphlets ; where the Words are fo cur-
‘tailed, and varied from their original Spelling, that
whoever hath been ufed to plain Englifs, will hardly

know them by Sight. .

SEVERAL young Men at the Univerfities, ceml;l‘y
_poffeffed with the Fear of Pedantry, run into a worle
Extreme ;
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Extreme; and think all Politenefs to confift in read-
ing the daily Trafh fent down to thém from hence :
This they call, Kncawing the World, and reading Men
and Manners. ‘Thus furnithed, they come up to
Town ; reckon all their Errors for Accomplifhments,
borrow the newelt Set of Phrafes ; and if they take
a Pen into their Hands,''all'the -‘odd Words'' they
have picked tp in a Coffee-houfe, or a gaming
Ordinary, .are produced as Flowers of Style; an
the Orthography refined to the utmoft. To this we
owe thofe monftrous Produ&ions, which under the
Names of Trips, Spies, Amufements, and other con-
ceited Appellations, have over-run us for fome Years
pat. To this we owe that frange Race of Wits,
who tell us they write to the Humour of the Age.
And, Iwifh I could fay, thefe quaint Fopperies were
wholly abfent from graver Subje®s. In fhort, I
would updertake to fhew your Lordfhip feveral
Pieces, where the Beauties of this Kind are fo pre-
dominant, that with all your Skill in Languages, you
could never be able either to read or underftand
them.

BuT, I am very much miftaken, if many of thefe
falfe Refinements among us, do not arife from a Prin-
ciple, which would quite deftroy their Credit, if it
were well underftood and confidered. For, Iam
afraid, my Lord, that with all the real good Quali-
ties of our Country, we are naturally not very po-
lite. This perpetual Difpofition to fhorten our Words,
by retrenching the Vowels, is nothing elfe but a
Tendency to lapfe into tlge Barbarity of thofe Nor-
thern Nations from whom we are defcended, and
whofe Languages labour all under the fame Defeét.
For it is worthy our Obfervation, that the Spaniards,
the French, and the Jtalians, although derived from
the fame Nortbern Anceftors, with ourfelves, are,
with the utmoft Difficulty taught fo pronounce our
Words; which the Sacedes and Danes, as well as
the Germans and the Dutch, attain to with Eafe,

Vou. L. Q becaufe
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becaufe our Syllables refemble theirs, in the Rough-
nefs and Frequency of Confonants. Now, as we
ftruggle with an ill Climate to improve the nobler '
Kinds of Fruits; are at the Expence of Walls to
receive and reverberate the faint Rays of the Sun,
and fence againft the Northern Blafts ; we fometimes
by the Help of \a) good |Soil equal| the Produétions
of warmer Countries, who have no need to be at
fo much Coft or Care: It is the fame Thing with
refpe& to the politer Arts among us; and the fame
Defe@ of Heat which giveth a Fiercenefs to our Na-
tures, may contribute to that Roughnefs of our Lan-
uage, which beareth fome Anjogy to the harth
rmit of colder Countries. For, I do not reckon, that
we want a Genius more than the reft of our Neigh-
bours: But your Lordfhip will be of my Opinion,
that we ought to ftruggle with thefe natural Dif-
advantages as much as we -can; and be careful
whom we employ, .whenevet we defign to comelt
them ; which is 2 Work that hath hitherto been af-
fumed by the leaft qualified Hands: So, that if the
Choice had been left to me, 1 woild rather have
trufted the Refinement of our Language, . as far asit
relateth to' Sound, to the Judgment of the Women,
than of illiterate. Court-fops, half-witted Poets, and
Univerfity-Boys.  For, it is plain, that Women in
their Manner of corrupting Words, do naturally dif-
card the Confonants, as we do the Vowels. What
Y am going to tell your Lordfhip, appeareth very
trifling ; that more than once, where fome of both
Sexes were in Company,, I have perfuaded two or
three of each to take a Pen, and write down a
Number of Letters, joined together, juft as it came
into their Heads; and upon reading this Gibberifh,
we have found that which the Men had writ, by
the frequent encountring of rough Confonants, to
found lgce High-Dutch ; and the other by the Wo-
men, like Jtalian abounding in Vowels and Liquids.
Now, althongh I would by no means give La‘:lixes
: ‘ ¢
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the Trouble of advifing us in the Reformation of
our Language ; yet I cannot help thinking, that fince
they have been left out of all Meetings, except Par-
ties at Play, or where worfe Defigns are carried on,
our Converfation hath very much degenerated.

In order to reform, our, Language,- I conceive;
my Lord, that a free judicious Choice fhould be
made of fuch Perfons, as are generally allowed to
be beft qualified for fuch a Work, without any Re-
gard to Quality, Party, or Profeflion. Thefe to a
certain Number, at leaft, thould affemble at fome
appointed Time and Place, and fix on Rules by which
they defign to proceed.. What Methods they will take,
is not for me to preferibe.  Your Lordihip, and
other Perfous in great Employment, might pleafe to ~
be of the Number: And, Iam afraid, fuch a Society
would want your Inftruétion and Example, as much
as your Prote&ion. For I.have, not without a little
Envy, obferved of late the Style of fome great Mi-
nifters very much to exceed that of any other Pro-
ductions. .

THur Perfons who are to undertake this Work, will
lizve the Example of the French before them, to imi-
tac where thefe have proceeded right, and to avoid
theiy Miftakes. Befides the Grammar Part, wherein
we are allowed to be very defetive, they will obferve

ny grofs Impropriéties, which however authorifed
by Praltice and grown familiar, ought to be difcarded..
They will find many Words that deferve to be utterly
thrown out of our Language ; many more to be cor-
refted, and perhaps not a few, long fince antiqua-
ted, which ought to be reftored, on account.of their
Energy and Sound. »

But what I have moft at Heart, is, that fome
Method fhould be thought on for .afcertaining and
fxing our Language for ever, after fucti Alterations
are made in it as fhall be thought requifite. For, I
am of opinion, that it is better a Language fhould
not be wholly perfed, than that it fhould be perpe-

Q.2 tualy
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tually changing ; and we muft give over at one Time
or other, or at length infallibly change for the worfe:
As the Romans did, when they began to quit their
Simplicity of Style for affeéted Refinements ; fuch as
we meet in Tacitus and other Authors, which ended
by degrees in many Barbarities, even before the
Gorbs had invaded Traly. -
Tue Fame of our Writers is ufually confined to
thefe two Iflands; and it is hard it thould be limited
in Time as much as in Place, by the perpetual Va-
riations of our Speech. 1Itis your Lordfhip’s Obfer-
vation, that if it were not for the Bib/e and Com-
snon-Prayer-Book in the vulgar Tongue, we fhould
hardly be able to underftand any thing that was
written among us an hundred Years ago; which is
certainly true: For thofe Books being perpetually
read in Churches, have proved a Kind of Standard

for Language, efpecially to the common People. .

And, I doubt, whether the Alterations fince intro-
duced, have added much to the Beauty or Strength
of the Englib Tongue, although they have taken off
a great deal from that Simplicity, which is one of
the greateft Perfetions in any Language. You, my
Lord, who are fo converfant in the facred Writings,
and fo great #Judge of them in their Originals, will
agree, that no Tranflation our Country ever yet pro-
duced, hath come up to that of the O4 and New
Tefiament : And by the many beautiful Paflages which
I have often had the Honour to hear your Lordfhip
cite from thence, I am perfuaded that the Tranflators
of the Bible were Mafters of an Exgli/s Style much
fitter for that Work, than any we fee in our prefcpt
Writings : which I take to be owing to the Simplicity
that runs through the whole. Then, as to the greateft
Part of our Liturgy, compiled long before the Tranf-
lation of the Bible now in Ufe, and little altered fince;
there feem to be in it as great Strains of true fublime
Floquence, as are anywbere to he found in our Lan-
guage ; which every Man of gcod Tafte will obfcn:’;
. - . o . !
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;l;rthe Clommunion-Serwvice, that of Burial, and other
Darts. .

But, where I fay; tliat I would have our Lan~
guage, after it is duly corre&, always to laft; I do
not mean that it fhould never be enlarged : Provi-
ded, that no Word, which a Society, fhall give a
Sandtion to, be- afterwards’antiquated and exploded,
tiey may have Liberty to receive whatever new
ones they fhall find Occafion for: Becaufe then the
old Books will yet be always valuable according to-
their intrinfick Worth, and not thrown afide on ac-

count of unintelligible Words and- Phrafes, which ap--
" pear harfh and unconth, only becaufe they are out of
Fahion. Had the Roman Tongue continued vulgar
in that City until this Time; it would have been
abfolutely neceffary, from the mighty Changes that
lizve been made in Law and Religion; from the
many Terms of Art required in Trade and in War ;

om the - new Inventions that have happened in
the World ; from the vaft fpreading of Navigation
and Commerce, with many other obvious Circum:
flances, to have made great Additions to that Lan--
Suage; yet the Antients would ftill have been read;
and underftood with Pleafure and Eafe. The- Greek
Tongue received many Enlargements between the

ime of Homer, and that-of Plutarch; yet the former
Author was probably as well underflood in Trajan’s
Time, as the latter. What Horace faith of Words
going off, and perifbing like Leaves, and new omes coming
i their Place, is a Misfortune he lamenteth, rather
than a Thing he approveth: But I cannot fee
why this fhould be abfolutely neceffary, or if it
were, what would have become of his Monumentuns.
@re perennius.

Writing by Memory only, as I do-at prefent, E

vould gladly keep within my Depth ; and therefore
not enter into further Particutars.  Neither do.

3 pretend more than te thew the Ufefulnefs- of this.
gy and to make fome general Obfervations ;.

- : Q. 3. - Jeaving -
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leaving the reft to that Society, which I Nepe will |
owe its Inftitution and Patronage to your «Lordthip.
Befides, I wonld willingly avoid Repetition ; having I
about.a Year ago communicated to the Publick,
much of what I had to offer upon this Subjedt, by |
the Hands of an ingenious * Gentleman, who fora |
long time did thrice'/a Week) divert) 6r inftru@ the
Kingdom by his Papers ; and is fuppofed to purfue !
the Famc Defign at prefent, under the Title of Speator. |
This Author, who hath tried the Force and Compafs
of our Language with fo much Succefs, agreeth en- |
tirely with me in moft of my Sentiments relating to
it: So do the greateft Part of the Men of Wit and
Learning, whom I have had the Happinefs to con-

verfe with: And therefore I imagine, that fuch a
Society would be pretty unanimous in the main '

Points. :

. Your Lordfhip muft allow, that fuch a Work
as this, brought to PerfeQtion, weould very much
contribute to the Glory of Her Majety’s Reign;

" which ought to be recorded in Words more dyrable
than Brafs, and fuch as our Pofterity may read a
thoufand Years hence, with Pleafure, as well as Ad-
miration. I have always difapproved that falfe Gom-
pliment to Princes; That the moft lafting Monument
they can have, is the Hearts of their Subjects. Itis
indeed their greateft prefent Felicity to reign in their
Subjets Hearts; but thefe are too perifhable to
preferve their Memories, which can only be done by
the Pens of able and faithful Hiitorians. And, 1

“take it to be your Lordthip’s Duty, as prime Minifler,
to-give Order for infpefting our Language, and ren-
dering it fit to record the Hiftory of fo great and good
a Princefs. Befides, my Lord, as difinterefted as you
appear to the World, I am convinced, that no Man-
is more in the Power of a prevailing favourite Paffion
than yourfe!f; I mean, that Defire of true and laft-
ing Honour, which you have borne along with yos

through

Mr. ApDISON.
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throuph every Stage of your Life. To this you have
often facrificed your Intereft, your Eafe, and your
Health : For preferving and increafing this, you have
expofed your Perfon to fecret Treachery, and open
Violence. There is not perhays an Example in Hi.
flory of any Minifter, who, in fo fhort a Time, hath
performed fo many gredt'Things, (4nd (overcome fo
many great Difficultics. Now, althoagh I am fully
convinced, that you fear God, honour your Queen,
and love your Country, as much as any of your
Fellow-fubjets ; yet I muft believe, that the Defire
of Fame hath heen: no inconfiderable Motive to
quicken you in the Purfuit of thofe A&ions which
will beft deferve it,. But, at the fame time, I
muft be fo. plain as to tell your Lordthip, that if
you will not take fome Care to fettle our Lan-
guage, and put it into a State ef Continuance, I
cannot promife that your Memory fhall be preferved
above an hundred Years, further than by imperfec

Tradition. .
As barbarous and ignorant as we were in former
Centuries ; there was more effeGtual Care taken by
our Anceftors, to preferve the Memory of Times
and Perfons, than we find in this Age of Learning
and Politenefs, as we are pleafed to cail it. Therude
Latin of the Monks is ftill very intelligible ; whereas,
had their Records been delivered down only in the
vulgar Tongue, fo barren and fo barbarous, fo fubje&
t0 continual fucceeding Changes ; they could not now’
be underfood, unlefs by Antiquaries, who miade it
their Study to expound them. And we muft, -at this
Day, have been content with fuch poor Abfiraéls of
our Englifp Story, as laborious Men of low Genius
would think fit to giveus: And even thefe, int the
Bext Age, would be vwife fwallowed ap in fuc-
ceeding Collettions. WThings go on at this Rate;
I can promife your Lordfhip, is, that-abaut two
bundred Years hence, fome painful Compiler, whp
will be as the Trouble of fudying old Language,
may



176 ALETTER tothe

may inform the World, that, ir the Reign of Queen
ANNE, Robert Earl of Oxford, a very wife and
excellent Man, was made High-Freafurer, and faved
his Country, which in thofe Days was-almoft mined
by a foreign War, and a domefiiet Faltion. ‘Thus
much he may be able | topick eut; and willing to
transfer into his new Hiftory : But the reft of your
Chara@er, which ¥, or any other Writer may now
value ourfelves by drawing, and the particular Ac-
count of the great Things done under your Mi-
niftry, for which you are already- fo celebrated in
moft Parts of Europe, will probably be dropt on ac:
count of the antiquated Style, aad Manner they are
delivered in.

How then fhall any Man, wlio hath a-Genias for
Hiftory, equal to the beift of the Antient,, be able
‘to undertzke fuch a Work with Spirit and Chearful-
nefs, when he confiders, that he will. be read with
Pleafure but a very few Years, and in an Age or
two thall hardly be underftood without: an Inter
"preter  ‘This is like employing am excellent Statuary
to work. upon-mouldring Stone. Thofe who apply
their Studics to preferve the Memory of others,
will alway: have fome Concern for their-own. And
I believe it is for this Reafon, that fo- few Writers
.among us, of any Diftin&ior, have turned their
Thoughts to fuch a difcouraging Employment:
For the beft Englis Hiftorian muft ly under this
Mortification, that when his Style groweth antiquated;
he will be only confidered as a tedious Relater of
Fafts; and perhaps confulted in his-turn, among
other neglected Authors, to furnifh Materials for
fome - future Collettor.

I doubt your Lordthip is but il -entertained with
a few fcattered Thoughts, a Svbjelt that de-
ferveth to be treated with A¥Bity and Care: How+
ever, I muft beg Leave to add a few Words more,
;cd\aps not ahogether foreign to the fame Matter:

know not whether that which I am going to far;

} . may
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may pafs for Caution, Advice or Reproach ; anyof
which will be juftly thought very improper from
one in my Station, to one in yours. However, I
muft venture to affirm, that if Genius and Learnin
be not encouraged under your Lordfhip’s Admini-
firation, you are the moft inexcufable Perfon alive,
All your other Virtues, iy Lord; will (be/ defedtive
without this : Your Affability, Candour, and Good-
nature ; that perpetual Agreeablenefs of Converfa-
tion, fo difengaged in the midft of fuch a Weight
of Bufinefs and Oppofition ; even your Juftice, Pru-
dence, and Magnanimity, will thine lefs bright with-
out it.  Your Lordfhip is univerfally allowed to pof-
fefs a very large Portion in moft Pasts of Literature ;
and to this you owe the cultivating thofe many
Virtues, which otherwife would have been lelys
ador?ed, or in lower PerfeQion. Neither can you
acquit yourfelf of thefe Obligations, without letting
the Arts, in their Turn, thare your Influence an
Proteftion. Befides, who knoweth but fome rrue
Genius inay happen to arife under your Miniftry,
exortus ut wtherius Sol. Every Age might, perhaps,
Produce one or two of thefe to adorn it, if they
were not funk under the Cenfure and Obloquy of
plodding, fervile, imitating Pedants : I do not mean
y a true Genius, any %old Writer, who breaks
through theé Rules of Decency, to diftinguifh himfelf
Y the Singularity of Opinions ; but one, who upon
a deferving Subjed, is able to open new Scenes, and
difcover a Vein of true and noble Thinking, which
Rever entered into any Imagination before : Every
Strole of whofe Pen is worth all the Paper blotted
by hundreds of athers in the Compafs of their Lives.
know, my Lord, your Friends will offer in your
efence, thatin your private Capacity, you never
refufed your Purfe andp Credit to the Service and
upport of learned or ingenious Men: And that er-
Ver fince you have been in publick Employment, you
4ve conflantly beftowed your Favours to the moft
- deferving
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deferving Perfons. But I defire your Lordfhip net
to be deceived : We never will admit of thefe Ex-
cufes ; nor will allow your private Liberality, as

reat as it is, to attone for your exceffive publick

hrift.  But here again, I am afraid moft good Sub-
je@ts will interpofe,in!your Defence, by alledging
the defperate Condition you found the Nation in,
and the Neceflity there was for fo able and faithful
a Steward to’ retrieve it, if poffible, by the -utmoft’
Fragality. We grant all this, my Lord ; but theg,
it ought likewife to be confidered, that you have
already faved feveral Millions to the Publick; and
that what we afk is too inconfiderable to break inta
any Rules of the firiteft good Hufbandry. The
French King beftoweth about half a Dozen Penfions
to learned Men in feveral Parts of Europe; and
perhaps a Dozen "in his own Kingdom ; which, in
the whole, do probably not amount to half the In-
come of many a private Commoner in England;
yet have more contributed to- the Glory of that
Prince, than any Million he hath otherwife empldyed-
For Learning, like all true Merit, is eafily fatisfied ;
whillt the fglfe and counterfeit is perpetually cra--
ving, and never thinketh it hath enough. The fmal-
left Favour given by a great Prince as a Mark of
Efteem, to reward the Enguements of the Mind, ne-
ver faileth to be returned with Praife and Gratitude,.
and loudly celebrated to the World. I have known,
fome Years ago, feveral Penfions, given to particular
Perfons, (how defervedly I fhall not inquire) any one
of which, if divided into fmaller Parcels, and diftri-
buted by the Crowri to thofe whe might, upon Occa-
fion, diftinguith themfelves by fome extraordinary
Prodution of Wit or Learning; would be amply
fufficient to anfwer the End. Or, if any fuch Per-
fons were above Money, as every great Gemius CET:
tainly is, with very moderate Conveniencies of Lifc)
# Medal, or fome Mark of Diftinction, ‘would do. full

as well
. Bur
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But I forget my Province; and find myfelf turn-
ing Projector before I am aware ; although it be one
of the laft Chara&ers under which I fhould defire to
appear before your Lordthip ; efpecially when I have
the Ambition of afpiring to that of being with the

greatggh Refpe& and Truth,
u
My LORD,
Your LORDSHIP™S
Moft Obedient, moff Obliged,

And mofp Humble Seryant,
J. SWIFT.

dowpon, Feb. 224,
1711-12,
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PREDICTION

OF

MERLIN,

Britifh WIZARD.

Written™ above a Thoufand YEARS
_ago; and relating to the YEAR 170g.

‘With explanatory Notss by 7. N. Philomath. -
“Written 1a the Yzanr 1709.

AS'T year was publithed a Paper of Predifti--

- ons, pretended to be written by one Jaac

Bickerflaff Efg; but the true Defign of it

Was to ridicule the Art of Aftrology, and expofe

8 Profeflors as ignorant, or Impoflors.  Againft this

Imputation, Dr. Partrige hath learnedly vindicated
{elf in his Almanack for that Year.
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For a farther Defence of this famous Art, I have
thought fit to prefept the World with the following
Prophecy. The Original is faid to be of the famous
Merlin, who lived about a thoufand Years ago: And
the fpllawipg Tranflation is two hundred Years old-;
for it feemeth to be written near the End of Hesry

VII's Reign. I'found/it| il (an oldEdition of Mer-

Zin's Prophecies; imprinted -at London by JFoban |

Haukyns, in the Year 1530, Page 39. Ifet itdown
Word for Word in the old Orthogtaphy, and fhall
take Leavgto fbjoin a.few explalgsc:{y Notes. — -

CUER any TER adbpd 1o

JRINE,

Dt Frannce bit Ltioe thos if

the Sygne. :
Tamys Rpvere twpg p-frozen,
TWalke fans wetpng Shoes ne Hofen,
@hen cometh foorth, Jcb unver:
- flonve,
Frem Towne of Stoffe -fo fatten
Lonve,
dn pervie Chiftan woe Lhe porne
@o Fraunce that cver be wag borne.
@hen hall the Syl beweple bis
Bofle 3
Rot Hall grin Werrps make upthe
Lofle. ' :
Ponge Symnele thall again mifcareye:
Qnd Norway’s JPrpd again hall mat:

ey, - - ,
. Sno
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Snn‘f;lom the Tree where Wlofums

fele,-

Rife Fruit- all come, and all ig
wele,

Reaums thall., daunse, DHonde in
Donbve, _

anv it thall be'merpe im old Inglonde;

Chen old Englonde fhail-be no more,

and no gpan thall He fovie therefore.,

Geryon fhall bave three Daves a-
gayne, :

Till Hapfburge makpth them but
- tivapne.

Explanatory NOTES.

Seven amd Ten. - This line-defcribes the Year whan:
thefe Events fhall happen. Seven and ten make Se-
venteen, which I explain féventeen hundred, and this:
Number added to nine-makes the Year we are now
m; for it' muft be- underflood of the natural Year
which begins the firft of Jamary.-

Tamys Ryvere tayys, &c.- The-River Thames frozem:
twice in one Year, fo.as Men db walk on it, is a very
fignal Accident ; which: perhaps hath not fallen out for
feveral hundred Years befores and is the Reafom
why fome Aftrologers heve thought that this Pro-

phecy could nevcrﬁe fulfilled; becaufe they imagined
. aThing could never happer in our Climate.

From Towme of Stoffe, &c. This is a plain Defigna-
tion of the Duke of Marlborough. One Kind of Stuff
ufed to fatten Land is called Mar/, and every body

\ows, that Borough is a Name fora Town; and
this Way of Expreffion is after the ufual dark Man-
wes of-0ld Aftrological PrediGions,

Rz Then
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Then fball the Fybe, &¢. By the Fib is underfiood:
the Daupbin of France, as the King’s eldeft Sons are
ealled: It is here faid, He fhall lament the Lofs of the:
Duke of Burgandy, called the Bofe, which is an old
Englifp Wo'::‘gfor Husnp-fboulder, or Crook-back, as that
Duke is known to be : And the Prophecy feemeth to
mean, that he fhould'belovércome,) or flain. By the
Grin Berrys, in the next Line, is meant the young
Duke of Berry, the Daupbin’s third Son, who fhall net.
have Valowr or Fortune enough to fupply the Lofs of
his eldeft Brother.

Yonge Symnek, &c. By Symmek is meant the pre--
tendcf Prince of Wales; who, if he offereth to attempt
any thing againft England, thall mifcarry as he
before. Lambert Symnel is the Name of a young Man
noted in our Hiftories for perfonating the Son (a8 1re~
member) of Edward IV. .

And Noravay's Pryd, &c. T cannot guefs who is
meant by ® Norwey's Pride, perhaps the Reader may,
as well as the Senfe of the two following Lines.

Reaums fhall, &c. Reaums, or as the Word is now,
-Realms, is the old Name of Kingdoms: And this is &

- wery plain PrediGtion of our' happy Uniox, with the
Felicities that fhall attend it. It is added, that.O4
Bnugland fhall be no more, and yet mo Man fhall be
forry forit. And, indeed, properly {peaking, Exglosd
is no more; for the. whele Iﬂani is onenﬁﬁngd@»
under the Name of Britain.

Geryon fball, &c. This PrediQion, althongh fome-
what obfcure, is wonderfully adapt. Geryon. is faid
“to have been a King of Spain, whom Hercules flew.
It was 2 Fi@ion of the Poets, tiat he had three Heads,
which the Aathor fayeth he fhall have again. Thats,
Spain fhall have three Kings ; which is new wonder~

_fully verified: For, befides the King of Portugah
which properly is Part of Spaix, there are now tW0:
Rivals for Spain; Charles and Philip. But C::;

® Queen Anme.  The Prophecy means, thet for fooud mart? &
fecond time, and bave Children that would live.
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bting defeciided fremi the Count of HapfBargh, Founder
of the Aufrien Family, fhall foon make thofe Heads
b;"fg two ; by overturning Philip, and driving him out
of Spain,

Soue of thefe Prediftions are already fulfilled
and it is highly probable the reft may be in due Time:
And, I thiok, - I have:not forced the Words;, by
my Explanation, into any other Senfe than what.
they will naturally bear. If this be granted, I am
fure it muft be alfo allowed, that the Author (who-
ever he were) was a Perfon of extraordinary Sagacity ;
gmd that Aftrology brought to fuch Perfetion as this,
it, by  no means, an Art to be defpifed ; whatever
Mr. Bickerflaff, or other merry Gentlemen are plea-
fed to think, As to the Tradition of thefe Lines;
havi.nf been writ in the Original by Merkiz; I con-
fefs, I'lay not much Weight upon it: But it is enough
to juftify their Authority, that the Book from whence
I'have tranfcribed them, was-printed 170 Years ago, -
s appeareth by the ‘Title Page. For the Satisfattion
of any Gentleman, who -may be ecither doubtful of
the Truth, or curious to be informed ; I fhall give -
Order:to have the very Book fent to the Printer of this.
Piper,’ with Direftions to let any body fee it that.-
Plealeth ; becanfe I believe it is pretty fcaraes



We have added out of the Preface to the
fourth Volume of TarLers, what is
there faid of the Author.

N the laft Tarrer, I promifed fome
Explanations’ of 'Paffages @nd Perfons |
mentioned in this Work, as well as fome |
Account of the Affiftances I have had in the
Performance. 1 fhall do this in very few
Words; for, when a Man has noDefign, but |
to fpeak plain Truth, he may fay a greal
.deal in a very narrow Compafs. . I have, In
the Dedication of the firft Volume, made my
Acknowledgments to Dr. Swirr, whole
pleafant Writings, in the Name of Bicker-
:faffy created an Inclination in the Townto-
wards any thing that could appear in the
fame Difguife. 1 muft acknowledge: alfo,
that, at my firft entering upon this Work, 3
certain uncommon Way of Thinking, and
a Turn in Converfation peculiar to thata-
greeable Gentleman, rendered his Company
very advantageous to one, whofe Imagind-
tion was to. be continually employed upo?
obvious and common Subjefts, though 2t
- the fame time obliged to treat of them 17
anew and unbeaten Method. His Verfes
on the Shower in Town, and the Deferiph®
of the Morning, are Inftances of the Happi—
nefs of that Genius, which could raife fuck
pleafing Ideas upon Occafions fo. barren
an ordinary Invention, THE




THE

T A T L-ER

This TATLER relating to the [ame Subjeft comtained in the-
Letter to the Lord High Treafurer, was thought proper to
be prefixed to -the faid Letter. It  is well known, ibat the -
Autbor writ Jeveral Tatlers, and fome-Spe@ators ; and fur--
wifbed Hints for mamy more. Partitularly, The Tables of-
Fame, The Life and Adventures of a Shilling, The Account
of ENGLAND by an Indiam King, and fome others. B, .
as we are informed, be would never tell bis beft. Friends the .
perticular Papers.

3

Thurfddy, Séptember 28. 17%0..
o ~
From my own Apartment, Sept. 27..’

HE following Letter. bath laid before me-
many great and manifeft Evils, .in the World -
of Letters, which.I had overlooked; bat-

they open to me a very bufy Scene, and it will.re-
quire no fmall Care and Application to amend Ernors.
which are. become fo univerfal. The AffeGtation of.
Politenefs, is expofed in this Epiftle. with a great deak
of Wit and Difcernment ; fo that whatever Difcourfes -
I may fall into hereafter upon the SubjeQs the Writer
treateth of, I fhall at Yrd'ent lay the Matter before the
Wosld, without the leaft Aljeration from the Wards
_ofmy Correfpondent, - "1’9
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To Isaac Bickerstarr Efg;

SIR,

‘.T HERE are fome Abufes among us of greas:
¢ Confequence, the Reformation of which is
¢ meﬂy your Province ; ‘although,' as'far as I have
¢ converfant in your Papers, you have not yet
¢ confidered them. Thefe are the deplorable Ignorance
¢ that for fome Years hath reigned among our Enghts
¢ Writers ; the great Depravity of our Tafle ; and the
¢ continual Corruption of our Style. I fay nothing
¢ here of thofe who handle particular Sciences, Divi-
“mity, Law, Phyfick, and the liké ; I mean the Tra-
¢ders in Hiftory and Politicks, and the Belles Lettres ;
¢ together with thofe by whom Books are not tran-
¢ flated, but (as the common Expreflions-are) Doxe out
¢ of French, Latin, or other Languages, and made
«Exrglib. I cannot but obferve to you, that, undl of
*late Years, a Grub-frect Book was always bound in
¢ Sheep-fkin, with {uitable Print and Paper ; the Price
* never above a Shilling; and taken off wholly by
¢ common Tradefmen, or Country-pedlars. But now
¢ they appear-in all Sizes and Shapes, and in all Places:
¢ They are handed about from Lapfuls in every Cof-
¢ fee-houfe to Perfors of Quality ; are thewa in #ef-
¢ minfler-ball, and the Court of Requefts. You may fee
¢ them gilt, and in Royal Paper of five or fix hundred
¢ Pages, and rated accordingly. I would en o
sfurnifh you with.a Catalogue of Englis Books, pu-
« blithed within the Compafs of feven f?am paft, which,
¢at the firft Hdnd, would coft you 4n hundred Pounds ;
“¢wherein you fhall not be ahle to find ten Lines toge-
*ther of common Grammar or common Senfe.

¢ Tuesk two Evils, Ignorance, and Want of Tafte,
“have produced a third; I mean the continual Cor-
¢ ruption of our Engl‘% Tongue ;' which, without fome
¢ timely Remedy, will fuffér more by the falfe Refine-
-¢ ments of twenty Years paft; thin it hath been im-
* proved:-in the foregoing Kondred:  Add thip is what
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¢ I defign chiefly to ent upon ; leaving the former-
¢ Evils %o your Xnimad:regr;onp.o g

‘Bur, inftead of giving you a Lift of the late Re-
« finements crept into our Language ; I here fend you:
¢ the Copy. of a Letter Ireeeivcdﬁ:meﬁme ago from.
“amoft accomplithed Perfon in this Way of Writing ;.
“upon which 1 fhall make fome Remarks, It i 1n.
¢ thefe Terms : .

STR,

‘Y Cowdnt get the Things you fent for all cbas-
“ L Town——1 tho't 1o ha’ come down myfelf, and:
: }h«m I'd ba bro't wm; but I ba'mt dow't, and } }aegm

“Lean't do't, that’s porz.—Tom begins to gi'mfelf Airs,.
“becaufe be’s goingp:vith the lex}g":—-——"ﬂis faid.
‘tie French King will bambousie us agen, which casfes.
“many Speculations. The Facks, and others of that
* Kidney, are very uppifb, and alter xpon'’s, ps.you may:
“fee by their Phixz's.——Will Hazard has got the.
* Higps, having lok to the Tune of five hundr’d Pound,.
“th’ he unacrilands Play very well, m body better,

‘He has promis’t me upon Rep, to leave off Play ;.
¢ but you'm)w *tis 2 Weaknefs Ae’s apt to give into,.
“the' he has as much Wit as.any Man, ns body more.
“He has lain smeog. ever fince. The Mok's very-
* quiet with us now—————1I belicve you #bo't 1 banter'd
“you in my laft like a Country Put.—1 fban’t leave the:
“Town this Month,’ &'e.

This Letter is. in every Point:an admirable Pattern-
of the prefent polite Way of Writing ; ner is it of lefs.
Authority for being an Epiftle: You may.gather every

lower of it, with a thoufand more of equal Sweetnefs,
the Books, Pamphlets, and fingle Papers, offered
u every Day in the Coffee<houfes : And thefe are the
Beauties introduced to fupply the Want of Wit, Senfe,
Humour and Learning ; which formesly were looked
Don as (?xliﬁtatm;for % Writsr. If a Man of Wit,
who died forty Years ago, weze to rile from the Grave
on.
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on Purpafe ; how would he be able to read this Let.
ter? And after he had got through that Difficulty,
. bow- would he be able to underftand it? The firt
Thing that firiketh your Eye, is the Breaks at the End
of almoft every Sentence; of which I know not the
Ufe, only thatit isa Refinement,-and very frequently
. practifed.. Then/you iwill obfeyve the |Abbreviations
and Elifions, by which Confonants of moft obdurate
Sound are joined t r, witheut.ene foftening Vow-
¢l to intervene : And alt this only to make one Syllable |
of two, dire&ly contrary to the Example of the Grech |
" and Romans ; altogether: of the Gothic Strain, and 2|
matural Tendency towards relapfing into Barbarity,
- which delighteth in Monofyllables, and uniting of
mute Confonants ; as itis obfervable in -all the North-
- ern Languages:. And this is ftill.more vifible in the
next Refinement; which confifteth-in preneuncing the
- firft Syllable in a Word that hath many, and-difmiffing’
thereft;-fuch as Phixx, Hipps, Mobb, . Pozx, Rep, ant
many more; when we are already overloaded with
Monofyllables, which are the Difgrace of our Lad-
guage. Thus we*cram enc Syllable; and cut off tlic
: teft; -as the Owl fattened her<Mice: after . fhe had bit
. off their Legs, to prevent thenr from: reaning away;
- and if ours be the. Elme Reafon:for-maiming of Word,
it.will certainly anfwer the End, for I -am furedo
othar- Nation will defire to- borrow them. Some
: Words are. hitherto - but fairly fplit; and thercfore
only in their Way to Perfottion ;- as Jneog. and Phn-
’s : But in a fhort time, itis to be hoped, they Wll1
further docked-t6 Zac. and Plen. This Reflexion
‘had made.me, of late Years,.very impatient for ‘3
a Peace ; .which I believe .would fave: the Lives of
many brave. Words, as well as Men. The Wasnhath
. introduced .Abundance of Polyfyllables, which will
never be able to live many-more Campaigns. Spers
lations, Operations, Preliminaries, Amba, s, Pallifa-
does, Communication, Circumvallation, Battalions, 35
namerous as they. are, if they attack us too ﬁeqnentz
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in our Coffee-houfes, we fhall certainly put-them te
Flight, and cot off the Rear.

HE third Refinement obfervable in the Letter Ifend
you, confifteth in the-Choice of certain Words invented
by fome pretty Fellows, fach as Banter, Bambeuzle, Coun-
try Put, and Kidney, as it -is there applied ; fome of
which are now ftruggling, for the [Viogue,-and, others
?re in Poffeflion of it. I have donef% bntuﬂ::ftxfor

ame Years paft, to-ftop the Progrefs of | an. -
ter; but halt)r:ﬂbeen‘:ginly borne down by Numbers,
ard betrayed by thofe- who premifed to affift me.

IN the laft-Place, you are to take Notice of certain
choice Phrafes fcattered through the Letter; fome of
them tolerable enough, until they were worn to Ra
by fervile Imitators. ¥ou might eafily find them, al-
though -they were not in a difterent Print ; and there-
fore I need not difturb them.

TresE arethe falfe Refmements in our Style, which
you ought to corre& : Firft, by Arguments and fair
Means ; but if thofe fail, I think you are to make Ufe
of your Authority as Cenfer, and by an annual Index
Expurgatorius, expunge all Words and Phrafes that ’
are oﬂ{.nﬁve to good Senfe, and condemn thofe barba-
reus Mutilations of Vowels and Syllables. In this laft
Point, the ufual Pretence is, that they fpell as they
fpeak : A noble Standard for Language | To depend
ugon the Caprice of every Coxcomb; who, becaufe
Words are the Cloathing of our Thoughts, cuts them
out, and fhapes them as he pleafeth, anﬁ changes them
oftener than his Drefs. I believe, all reafonable People
would be content, that fuch Refiners were more fparin
of their Words, and liberal in their Syllables. Gn this
Head, I fhould be glad yon would beftow fome Ad-
vice- upon feveral young Readers in our Churches ; whe
coming up from the Univerfity, full fraught with Ad- °
miration of our Town Politenefs, will needs corre@t the
Style of their Prayer-books. 1In reading the Abfoluti.
on, they are very careful to fay Pardens and Abfoles ;
and in the Prayer for the Royal Family, it muft be ez~
au'm, énrick'um, profper'um, and bring'sms, 'Then, in

’ ' ' their
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their Sermons they ule all the modern Terms of Art;
Sham, Banter, Mob, Bubble, Bully, Cutting, Sbuffiing,
and Pelming: All which, and many more of the like

Stamp, as I have heard them often in the Pulpit from -

fame young Sophifters; fo I have read them in fome of

<thofe Smf: that have made-a Noife of late. The
Defign.it feemeth, is t0|avoid the dreadful Imputati-
-OR o?;:dantry ;0 thew us, that they Axow tbe Town, ux
-degfland Men and Mamners, and have not been poring
‘upon old. unfathiosable Boolcs in-the Univerfity.

I thould be glad to fee you the Inftrument of in
«roducing into our Style, that Simplicity which is the
eft and trueft- Ornament of moft Things in humaa
:Life, which the politer Ages always aimed at in their
Building and Drefs, (Simplex munditiis) as well as their
Praduitions of Wit. It is manifet, that all new af-
feted Modes of Speech, whether borrowed from the
o P sy Lgiog - iy el e
ding Parts in any age ; and, as prove
;n":ﬁny hundmiof mf‘”nthnceswm; have beén o inours. The
“Whritin, oy was a Cop ct.?ymm.
-and of g;arfmihe_\] efuit, both inthe nﬂ::ygn %
Elizabeth ; arein a Style, that, with very few
-ances, would not oftend any psefent, Reader; muck
amore clear and intelligible than thefe of Sir H. Footen,
Sir Robert Nasnton, Qfburn, Daniel the Hiflorian, avd
feveral others who writ later ; but being Men of the
“Court, and affefting the Phrafes then in Fathion ; they
:are often-either not to be underftood, or-appear peded™
dy ridiculous.

Waat Remedies are to be applied o thefe Evils, I
have not Room to confider ; having, I fear, alnead)
taken up moft of your Paper. Befides, I thinkit¥
-our Office only to reprefent Abules, and yaurs to 5
«drefs them. .

I am, with great Refpe®,
S§ IR
rm:, &c.
THE
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N.B. The two following TaTLEgS are

not in the Volumes publithed by Sir
Richard Stecle. ' :

TATLER.

e~——Laceratque, trabitgué _
* Molle pecus—— ' © Vira,

b

From Tuefday, Fas. 23. fo Sainrz;’a_y,_ "Fan. 27. 1710,

A MONGST other Severities I have met

with from  fome Criticks; the cruelleft for

... an old Man is, that they will not let me

b quiet in my Bed, but purfue me to my very

Dreams, I muft not dream but when: they ‘Pleafe‘,
Tor upon long continued Subjects, however vifiona
In their own Nature; becaufe there is a manife

oral quite through them, which to produce as a

'am is improbable and unnatural.” The Paih

Imight have had from this Objection, is prevented

“Vor. 1, s . by
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by confidering they have miffed another, againft which
1 fhould have been at a Lofs to defend myfelf. They
might have atked me, Whether the Dreams I pu-
blith can properl¥ be called Lucubrations,awhichis the
Name I have given to 4ll my Papers, whether in
Volumes or Half-fheets : So manifeft-a ContradiQion
in Terminis, that/¥/wondet mo|Sophifter ever thoaght
of it: But the other is a Cavil. I remember when
I was a Boy .at School, I have often dreamed out the
whole Pafiages of 2 Day; that I rode a Journey,

baited, fupped, went té’Bed,"and rofe the next Morn-

ing: And I have known young Ladies who could
dream a whole Contexture of Adventures in one
Night, large enough to make a Novel. In Youth
the Imagination is ftrong, not mixed with Cares, nor
tinged with thofe Paffions that ‘moft difturb and con-
found it; fuch as Avarice, Ambition, and many
others. ‘Now, as old Men are faid to Children
again, fo, in this Article of Dreaming, 1 am returned
to my €hildhood. My Imagination- is at full Eafe,
withont Care, Avarice or Ambition, to clog it; by
avhich, .among many others, I have this Advantage,
of doubling the fmall Remainder of my Time, and
living-four and twenty Hours in thé Day.. However,
the Dream I am going now to relate, is as wild 2
can well. be imagined, and adapted to pleafe thefe
Refiners upon Sleep, without any Moral that I can
difcover, S . - . .
¢ It happened that my Maid left on the Table in
¢ my Bed-chamber, one of her Story-books (as fhe
¢ calls them) which I took ‘up, and.found full of
¢ frange Impertinence, fitted to her Tafte and Condi-
¢ tion ; of poor Servants who came to be Ladies,
¢ Serving-men of low Degree, who married Kings
¢ Daughters. Among ‘other Things, 1 met this fage
¢ Obfervation ; That a Lion would never hurt a trué
¢ Virgin. With this Medley of Nonfenfe in my Fancy
« I went to Bed, and dreamed that a Friend waked

#.me jn the Morning, and .propofed for Paftime ® |

# fpend a_few Hours in focing the Parifh-lions, Wi“"h:



Neg. T% TATLER: 193

“he had not done fince he came -to Town 5 and be-
* canfe they fhewed but once & Week, he would not
¢ mifs the Opportunity. I faid, I would humour him}
¢ although, to fpeak the Truth; I was not fond of
*thofe cruel Spectacles; and if it wese not fo antient
¢ a Coftom,. founded, as I had heard,-upon the wifeft -
‘"Maxims, -I fhould be apt to cenfore the Inbumanity
‘ of thofe who introduced it. All this would be a
‘ Riddle to the waking Reader, until I difcover the
¢ Scenemy Imagination hath formed upon the ./axim;
‘ That a Lion would never hurt a true Virgin. I
¢ dreamed, -that by-a Law of'immemoarial Time, a -
* He-lion: was kept in every Parifh.at the-common
¢ Charge;. and: in a Place provided,.adjoining to the
¢ Churchiyard: That, before. any: one-of - the Fair
‘'Sex was married, if the affirmed herfelf to be a Virz
‘ gin, the muft on her. Wedding-day, and in her-
**Wedding. cloaths, -perform: the Ceremony of going
¢-alone into the Den, and ftay an Hour with the Lion
¢ let loofe, and kept fafting four and twenty Hours on
* purpafe.. At a proper l‘%eight, above the Den, were
: 'to}?nve'nient Galleries 'ftzlr:thc‘llclationg and-Friends of
€ y! Couple, and open torall Spe&ators. No
“Miid::n\fns ﬁl:téd to-oﬁifre herfelf to ﬁe Lion; but
¢ if fhe refufed, it was a Difgrace to marry her, and
*-every one might have Liberty of calling her aWhore:
¢ And methought it was as ufual a-Diverfion to fee
“the Parifh-lions, as-with.us: to go to- an Opera:
¢ And it was reckoned cenvenient.-to be near the
*-Church, either for masrying the Virgin, if fhe efca- -
*‘ped the T'rial;: or for burying her Bones when the -
¢ Lion had devowred the reft; as he conftantly did.

To go on therefore with the- Dream : ¢ We called
“firft (as I -remember) to fee St. Dunflan’s. Lion, bue -
{we were told they did not fhew to-day: From
‘ thence we went to Covent-Gardew, which, to my
¢ great Surprize, we found as lean as a Skeleton;
‘ ‘when I expeéted quite the contrary ; but the Keeper
:‘fﬂd. it was no Wonder at all, becaufe the poor Beaft
“had not got an Ounce of Woman’s Flefh fince ho-

. ] S.2- . ¢ came-
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¢ came into the Parith. ‘This amazed me mioré than
¢ the other, and I was forming to myfelf a mighty
¢ Veneration for the Ladies in that Quarter of the
* Town; when the Keeper went on,-and faid, he
_ ¢ wondered the Parith would be at the Charge of
¢ maintainit;ﬁ a Lion for nothing. Friend, (faid I)
¢ do you call it/nothing)toCjuftifyithe! Virtue of fo
¢ many Ladies, or hath your Lion loft his diftinguith-
¢ ing Faculty ? Can there be any thing more for the
¢ Honour of your Parifh, than that all the Ladies mar-
¢ ried in your Church were pure Virgins? That is
¢ true, (faid he) and the Doctor knoweth it to his Sor-
¢ row; for there hath not been a Couple married-in
¢ our Church fince his Worfhip came amongftus. The
¢ Virgins hereabouts are too wife to venture the Claws
¢ of the Lion ; and becaufe no body will marry them,
¢ have all entered into Vows of Virginity. So thatin
< Proportion we have much the. largeft Nunnery in
«-the whole Town. This Manner of Ladies eatering.
¢ into a Vow of Virginity, becauvfe they were not Vir+
¢ gins, 1. eafily conceived ; and my Dream told me,
‘ that the whole Kingdom was fu]l of Nuhmeries;
¢ plentifully ftocked from the fame Reafon. '
:- ¢ WE went to fece another Lion, where we: found
¢-much. Company met in the Gallery : The
¢ told us, we fhould fee Spors enough, as he called it}
¢ and in a litde Time, we faw. a young beautiful La«
¢ dy put intq the Den, who walked up towards the
¢.Lion with all im:siuble Security in -her :Counte:
¢ nance, and Jook .ﬁnili,nan .mé&r Lover and
¢ Friends in-the Gallery ; whuch I thought nothing exs
¢ traordinary, becaufe it was never known that any
¢ Lion had been mitaken. But however, we wereall
¢ difappointed ; for the Lion lifted up his right Paw,
¢ which was the fatal Sign, and advancing forward,
¢ feized her by the Arm, and began to tear it: The
¢ poor Lady gave a terrible Shriek, and cried out,
$ The Lion is juft, I am no true Virgin! Ohl Sappbo,
. ¢ Sappho: She could fay no more ; for the Lion gave
¢ her the-Coup db Grace, by a Squeezc in the Thn::;,
. . N .(




Ny 7% TATLEK: 10%

“‘and the exgirded at his Feet.” The Keeper dragged’
¢ away her Body to feed the Animal after the Com-
¢ pany fhould be gone; for the Parifh:lions never u-
“fed to eat in publick. After a little Paufe, another
¢ Lady came on towards the Lion in the fame manner
¢‘as the former : We obferved the Beaft'{mell her with
* great Diligence; he fcratched jboth hercHands with
¢ lifting them to his Nofe, and laying one of his Claws
¢ on her Bofom, drew Blood: however he let her
‘ go,~and at-the fame time- turned from her with a
¢ Sort of Contempt, “at -which fhe was not a littlé -
¢ mortifiedy ‘and retired with fome Confufion to her
* Friends in-the Gallery. Methought the whole Com< -
* pany immediately underftood the Meaning: of this ;
! that the Eafinefs of the Lady had fuﬂ"cred%\er toad-~ -
‘ mit certain imprudent and dangerous Familiarities,
* bordering too much upon what is criminal; neither
¢ was it fure whether the Lover then prefent had not
¢ fome Skarers with him in thofe Freedoms, of whick -
‘2 Lady can never be too fparing.
‘ THis happened to be an-extraordinary Day ; fof -
* 2 third>Lady eame. into- the: Den; laughing loud;
¢ Ph)'ingwi&iher‘l‘an, toffing her Head, and fmiling
*round on the young Fellowsin the Gatlery. How-
‘ ever the Lion leaped on her-with great Fury, and
‘ we gave her for gone; but on a fudden he let go -
* his.Hold, turned from her as:if he were naufeated;
then he gave her a Lath with his Tail ; after whick
fhe retorned to the Gallery, not the leaft out' of
* Countenance: ‘And this it.feemeth. was the. ufual
! Treatment of Coquety: * - . ‘-
‘I thought we had now ‘feen enough; but my -
¢ Friend would needs have us go and vifit one or two-
* Lions in the City, We:called at two or three
‘ Dens where-they happened not:to fhew ; but we
¢ generally found half a Score young Girls, between
*-cight and eleven years old,. playing.with .each Lion,
“fitting on his back,: and putting their Hands into
* ‘his Mouth § fome of them would now and thengeta
& Scratch, but wealways %ifcov,end, upon examim;:g‘. :
: 3 ¢ that

N

€
.

.
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¢ that they had been hoydening with the young Ap-

¢ prentices. One of them was calling to a pretty Girk

¢ about twelve Years old, who ftoad by us in the Gal- |
- ¢ lery, to come down to the Lion, and upon her Re-

¢ fufal, faid, Mi/s Betty, e could never gat you to come

< mear the Lion fince you played at Hoope and Hide with

¢ my Brother in) the Garres.

: ¢ WE followed a Couple, with the Wedding-folks,
¢ going to the Church of St. Mary 4x. The Lady,
¢ although well ftricken in Years, extremely crooked,
¢ and deformed, was drﬁgfid out beyond the Gaiety
¢ of Fifteen; having jumbled together, as I imagined,
¢ all the taudry Remains of Aunts, Godmothers, and
¢ Grandmothers, for fome Generations paft : One of
¢ the Neighbours whifpered me, that fhe was an old:
¢ Maid, and had the cleareft Reputation of any in the
¢ Parith. There is nothing firange in that, thoughtI,
¢ but was very much furprifed, when I obferved af-
¢ terwards that fhe went towards the Lion with Dif-
¢ truft and Concern. The Bealt was lying down; |
s but upon Siglt of hes, fnuffed up his Nofe two or
¢ three Times, and then giving the Sign of Death,
¢ proceeded inftantly to Execution. In the midft of
¢ her Agonies, fhe was heard to name the Words,
< Italy and Artifices, with the utmoft Horror, and fe-
< veral re Exeeratioas. And at laft coneluded,
¢ Fool that 1 awas, te put fo meuch Confidince in the
S Toughnefs of my Skim. - L. .
. ¢ The Keeper immediately fet all - if order agan
¢ for another Cuflomer, which hagpened: to- be s fas
< mous Prude, whom her Parents long TFhreaten*
¢ ings, and much Perfuafion, had with the extremeft
< Difficulty prevailed on to accept a young handfome
¢ Goldfmith, wha might have pretended to-five imes
¢ her Fortune. The Fathers and Mothers in the
¢ Neighbourhood ufed to quate. her for an ¢
¢ toc.tiei.r Da Her Elhows. wese rivetted O
¢ herSides; her whele Perfon fo ondered as to 1n*
¢ form every body that. fe was. afsaid they fould |
¢ touch her. She aaly drcadedto approach t L“’”*E |
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¢ becanfe it was a He one, and abhotred to think
¢ a Male Animal fhould prefume to breathe upon her.
¢ The Sight of a Man at twenty Yards Diftance made
¢ her draw back her Head. She always fat upon the
¢ farther Corner of the Chair, although there were fix
* Chairs between her and her Lover, and with the
¢ Door wide open, and, her littl¢-Sifter in the Room.
¢ She was never faluted but at the Tip of her Ear;
¢ and her Father had much a-do to make her dine
¢ without her Gloves, when there was a Man at Table.
¢ She entered the Den with fome Fear, which we
¢ took ta proceed from the Height of her Modetty,
¢ offended at the Sight of fo many Men in the Gal-
¢lery. 'The Lion beholding her at a Diftance, im- .
¢ mediately gave the deadly Sign ; at which the poor
¢ Creature (methinks I fee her fill) mifcarried in a
¢ Fright before us all. The Lion feemed to be as
¢ much farprifed as we, and gave her Time to make
her Confeflion ; That fb¢ was five Months gone by
¢ the Foveman of ber Father's Shop: That this aas ber
¢ big Belly; and when her Friends atked, why fhe
¢ thould venture the Trial? She faid, ber Nurfe aof-
¢ fured ber, that a Lion awould wever burt a Woman:
" with Child.” Upon this I immediately awaked,
and could not help withing, that the Deputy-Cenfora
of my late Inftitation were endued with the fame In~
fin& as thefe Parifh-lions. _ '

THE
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T A T-L-ER

—— Ingenuas didiciffe fidditer Artes
E mollit Mores. e

Ovine

From Saturday, March 3. to Tuefddy, Mareh 6. 1710.
From my own Apartment in Ch.mngl-kow‘, March 5;

\HOSE inferior Duties of Life. which the
French call les pezites’ Morales, or: the fmatet
Morals, are with us diftingnithed by the

Name of god Manners, or Breeding. - This I look
upon, in Notion of it,"to be a Sort of
artificial - Senfe, adapted to the meaneft. Car
Pacities; and introduced to make Mankind eafy in
their Comtherce with .each other. Low and little
Undcrthndings,‘withont fome Rales of this Kind;
would be perpstually wandering inte a thoufand
Indecencies and lrregularities in Behaviour; and, i
their ordimary Converfation, fall into the fame boiftere
ous Familiarities that one obferveth amongft them,.
When a Debauch hath quite taken away the Ufe of
their Reafon. ‘- In other Inftances, it is odd to confis
der, that, for Want of common ‘Difcretion, the very
Endof good Breeding is whally perverted ; and .Civililty&
intende



202 T% TATLER. No 20

intended to make us eafy, is employed in laying Chains
and Fetters upon us, in debarring us of our Wilia, and
in croffing our moft reafonable Defires and Inclinations.
‘This Abufe reigneth chiefly in the Country, as I found |
to my Vexation, when I was laft there, in a Vifit I |
made to 2 Neighbour-about two Miles-from my Con-
fin. As foon as I, entered: the| Parlour;- they put me
into the great Chair that flood clofe by a huge Fire,
and kept me there by Force, until I was almoft ftiffled. .
Then, a Boy came in great Hurry to pull off my
Boots, which I in vain oppofed; urging, that I muft
return foon after Dinner. In the.mean -time, ;ch; ;
good Lady whifpered her eldeft Daughter; and flipped-
a Key into herpl-e!and The Giﬂnlgehtumed imftantly
with .a Beer-glafs half full of Apua Mirabikis.and
Syrrup of Gilfy—ﬁowers. 1 took.as much as I had 2
mind for; but Madam vowed I fhould drink it off, .
(for-fhe was fare it would-do me. Good. after coming
out of the cold Air) and I was forced to obey ; which .
abfolutely took away my Stomach. When Dinner
came in, ¥ had a miid to fit at a2 Diftance from the
Fire ; but they told ‘me; it was as much as my Life.
was worth, and fet me with my Back: juft againftit.
Although my Appetite were quite gone, I refolved to
force down as much as Icould ; and defired the Leg
of a Pullet;. Indeed, Mr. Bickerfaff, fays the Lady,
you muft eat 2.Wing to oblige me; and fo ;:t a
Couple upon my Plate.. Ewas perfecuted at thi 4
during the. whole Meal. As aften as I called for
Small.beer, the Mafter tipped the Wink, and the Sers
vant brought me a Brimmer of Ofober. Some time
after Dinser; I ordered my Confin’s-Man who cams
with me, to get:ready: the Horfes; but it was refolved
I fhould not ftir that Night ; and when I-feemed pretty
much bent upon going, they ordered the Stable Doos
to be locked ; .and the Children hid my Cloak and
Boots. The next Queftion was, what I would have
far Supper 7 I faid I never eat any thing at Night ; but
was at Jaft in my own Defence obliged to n;met’liehgﬁ
. - L ']
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Thing that came into my Head. After three Hours
fpent chiefly in Apologies for my Entertainment, infi-
nuatiog to me, ¢ That, this was the worlt Tims of
¢ the Year, for.Provifions ; that they were .at a great
¢ Diftance from any Market ; that, they were afraid
¢ I fhould be ftarved ; and that, they knew they kept
¢ meto my Lofs;’ the Lady wentiand|left;me to her
Hufband (for they took fpecial Care I fheuld never be
alone). As foon as her Back was turned, the litilg
Mifles ran hackwards and forwards every Moment ;
and conftantly as they-came.in or went out, made 3
Courtefy diye&ly at me, which.in good Manmers.I was
forced to return wigh 2 Bow, and Yowr bumble S¢rvamt,
prety Mifs. Exa&ly at Light -the Mother came yp,
and difcovered by the Redpefs.of her Face,. that Supe
per was not far off. It was twice as large as the Din-
ner; and my :Perfecution doubled jn Proportion,
defired at my . uinalHour ito go to my Reppfe, and
was. conduéted to'my Chamber by the Gentleman, his
Lady, and the whoie Train of Children. ; They im<
portuned me to drink fomething before Iwent.to Bed ;
and; upon'my refufing, at laft left a Bottle of Stingo, as
they called jt, for fear Ifhould wake and be thirfly in
the Night. I was forced .in the Morning to rife-and
drefs myfelf.in. the Dark, becaufe they would not fuf-
fer my Kinfman’s Servant.to difturb me at the Hour
1 defired .to.be called. .I wgs now refalved to break
through all Meafures to get away.; and, after fitting
down to a monftrons-Breakfaft of cold Beef, Mutton,
Neats-tongues, Venifon-pafty, and ftale Beer, took
Leave of the Faily. -But the Gentleman would
Deeds fee me Part of my Way ; and carry me a fhart
Cut through his own Grounds, which he told me -
wapld fave half a Mile’s riding. This laft Piece of
Civility had Jike to have.coft me dear, being once or
twice jn Danger of my Neck, by leaping over his
Ditches, and at laft forced to alight in the Dirt’; when
my Horfe, having flipped his Bridle, ran away, and
100k us up more than an Hour to recover him again.

.. . . ol
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“ ¥ is evident, that none of the Abfurdities I met
-with in this Vifit proceeded from an ill Intention, but
-frorh a wrong Judgment of Complaifance, and a Mif-
application in the Rules of it. fcannot fo eafily ex-
~cufe the more refined Criticks upon Behaviour, who
having profefled no other Study, are yet infinitely
defettive in the/moft'\material Parts of it.| Ned Fafbion
“hath_been bred all his Life about Court, and under-
ftandeth to a Title all the Pan&ilio’s of a Drawing-
zoom. He vifiteth moft of the fine ‘Women near
St.zm:‘s; and upon every Occafion fays the civilleft
4nd fofteft 'Fhings to them of any Man breathing.
Yo Mr. * Jaac %lse oweth an eafy Slide in his Bow,
and a ‘gtacefnl Manner of coming into- 2 Room.
But in {fome other Cafes he is very far from being 2

well-bred Perfon : He laughéth at Men of far fupenior

{l]nderlfanding 0 his own, for not -beihg as well
dreffed as himfélf; defpifeth all his Acquaintance who

are not of Quality ; and in publick Places hathon
that account often avoided taking notice of fome
among the beft Speakers in the Houfe of Commons.

He raileth firenuoufly at both Univerfities before the
Members of either; and is never heard to fwear an
Oath, or break in upon Religion and Morality, ex-
¢ept in the Company of Divines. On the other
_hand, a Man of right Senfe hath all the Effentials of
§ood Breeding, although he may be wanting in the

orms of it. ~Horatio hath fpent moft of his Time 2t
Oxford. He hath a great dea] of Learning, an 2
greeable Wit, and as much Modefty as may ferve ©0
adorn without concealing 'his other good Qualities-
In that retired Way of living, he feemeth to have
formed a Notion of human Nature, as he hath foun
it defcribed in the Writings of the greateft Men ; not
as he is likely to meet with -it in the common Co!
of Life. Hence it is, that he giveth no Offence ; but
converfeth with great Deference, Candour, and f,{t;‘

' manity.

- ® A famous Dancing-Mafler in thoe Days.



Ne 20, 7he TATLER. 205

manity. His Bow, I muft confefs, is fomewhat
aukward ; but then he hath an extenfive,’ univerfal,
and unaffeed Knowledge, which may perhaps.
a little -excufe him. He would make no extrao:~
dinary Figure at a Ball ; but I can aflure the Ladies
in his Behalf, and for their own Confolation, that he
hath writ better Verfes\on/the)'Sex| than any Man
now living, and is preparing fuch a Poem for the
Prefs, as will tranfmit their Praifes and his own to
many Generations.

Vor. L T A
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" Young GEN T LEMAN

Lately entered into-

HOLY. ORDERS:

By a Pg;}sqg'.of QuaniTy.

S Dated Yanaary 9. 2719-392
- STR, i

LTHOUGH it wereagainft my Knowledge;

or Advice that you entered into Holy Or-

; dess, under the prefent Difpofitions of Man-

kind towards the Charch ; yet, fince it is now fuppofed

t00 late to recede, (atleaft according to the general

Pradtice and Qpinion) I cannot forbear offering my

Thoughts to you upon this new. Condition of Life you

are engaged in. | :

I could heartily, with that the Circumftances of
our Fortune had enabled you to have costinued
me years longer in the Univerfity ; at leaft, until you

were ten Years ftanding ; to have laid in a competent
T2 Stock
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Stock of human Learning, and fome Knowledge in
Divinity, before you attempted to appear in the World:
For, I cannot but lament the common Courfe, which
at leaft nine in ten of thofe who enter into the Mini-
firy, are obliged to run. When they have takena
Degree, and are confequently n a Burden to their
Friends; who now, think; themfelves fully difchagged ;
they get into Orders as {oon as they can, (upon which
¥ fhall make no Remarks), firft folicit a Readerfhip,
and if they be very fortunate, arrive in Timetoa
Curacy here in Town ; or elfe, are fent to be Affiftants
in the Country, where they probably continue feveral
Years (many of them their whole Lives) with thirtp
or forty Pounds a Year for their Support,- uatil fame
Bithop, who happeneth not'to be over-ftocked withRe-
lations, or attached to Favourites, or is content to fap-
ply his Diocefe without Colonies from England, be-
flows them fome inconfiderable Benefice ; when it 18
odds they are already incumbered with a numerogs
Funi?. I would be glad to know what Ingervals of
Life fuch Perfonscan poffibly fet Wpart for Improve-
ment of their Minds; or which Way they cOlﬂd.b‘
furnithed with Books ; the Library they brought with
them from' " their .College, being ufually not the moft
numerous, or judicioufly chofen. If fuch Gentlemen
arrive to be great Scholars, it muft, I think, beeithes
by Means fupernatural, or by a Method altogether out
of any Road yet known to the Learned. But I-cgn-
ceive the Fa&t dire@ly otherwife; and that many of
them lofe the greateft Part of the (mall Pittance ¥
received at the Univerfity. ‘

1 take it for granted, that you intend to purfoe tb¢
be;t‘::ln ‘.I‘ra&,l anil are already defirous to be feen ‘;
a Pulpit; only, , you will think it proper
pafs your Q:mntil;?eamong fome of the defolate
Chusches five Miles round this Town, where YO8
may at leaft le?m to read and to fpedk, beforez‘:‘
'ventare to ¢xpofe your Parts in a City ‘Congregation.
Not that thefe ave betrer Jud s:tybut becanfe, :{
& Mai muft needs expofe his F oﬁ;, itis mor;":i?;;‘
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dilcreet to do fo, before few Witnefies, and in a fcat-
tered Neighbourhood. And you will do well, if you
can prevail upon fome intimate and judicious Friend to
be your conftant Hearer, and allow him with the ut-
moft Freedom to give you notice of whatever he fhall
find amifs either in your Voice or. Gefture ; for Want
of which early Warning,/ many. Clergymen’ contiriue
defective, and fometimes ridiculous, to the End of
their Lives : Neither is it-rare to obferve among ex-
@llent and learned Divines, a certain ungracious Man—
xr, or an unhappy Tone of Voice, which they ne-
ver have been able to fhake off.. i

Tcould Likewife have been glad,. if you had ap-
plied yourfelf a little more to the Study of the Engl/s
Languagc, than I.fear you have done ; the Neglect-
whereof is one of the moft general Defets among the
Scholars-of* this Kingdom, who feem to have not the
leaft Conception of a Style, but run on in a flat Kind,
of Phrafeology, often mingled with barbarous Terms-
and Expreflions peculiar to the Nation: Neither do I
perceive, that any Perfon either findeth or acknowled~-
geth his Wants upon this Head, or in the leaft defireth
+ tohave them fupplied. Proper Words in proper Places,
make the true Definition of a Style: But this would
require too ample a Difquifition to be now dwelt on.

owever, I fhall venture to name one or two Faults,
Wwhich are eafy to be remedied with a very fmall Pors_
tion of Abijlities. .

The firft, is the frequent Ufe of obfcure Terms,.
Wwhich by the Women are called bard Words, and by
the better Sort of Vulgar, fine Language ; than which

do not know a more univerfal, inexcufable, and
Unueceffary Miftake among the Clergy of all Diftinti-
ans, but efpecially the younger Practitioners. I have.

een curious enough to take a Lift of feveral hundred -
ords in a Sermon of a new Beginner, which not
one of his Hearers amony a hundred, could poflibly
underftand : Neither can I eafily call ta mind any
Clergyman of ‘my own,_Acquaintance who is wholly
¢xempt from this Error ; although many of them agree
T3 with
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. with mein the Diflike of the Thing. But, T am aptto
put myelf in the Place of the Vulgar, and think ma-
ny Words difficult or obfcure, which the Preacher will
not allow to be fo, becaufe thofe Words are obvious to
Scholars. I believe the Method obferved by the fa-
mous Lord Falkland, in fome of his Writings, would
not be an ill one, for young Divines: I was affured by
an old Perfon of Quality, who knew him well, that
when he doubted whether a Word were perfectly in-
telligible or no, he ufed to confult one o?e his Lady’s
Chambermaids (not the Waiting-woman, becaufe it
was poflible fhe might be converfantin Romances) and
by her Judgment was guided, whether to receive orre-
je&it. And if that great Perfon thought fuch a Caution
neceffary in Treatifes offered to the learned World ; it
will be fure, at leaft, as in Sermons, where the
meaneft Hearer is {uppofed to be concerned; and where
very often a Lady’s Chambermaid may be allowed to
ual half the Congregation, both as to Quality and
nderftanding. But, I know nothow it cometh to pafs,
that Profeflors in moft Arts and Sciences are genefo:y
the worft qualified to explain their Meanings to thofe
who are not of their TriY)e: A common Farmer fhall
make you underftand in three Words, #bar bis Foot is
ont of Joint, or bis Collar Bone broken; wherein a Surgeon,
after a hundred Terms of Ar, if you arenot a Scholar,
fhall leave you to feek. It is frequently the fame Cale
in Law, Phyfick, and even many of the meaner Arts.
Axp upon this account it is, that among bard
Weords, I number likewife thofe which are peculiar to
Divinity asit is a Science ; becaufe I have obferved fe-
veral Clergymen, otherwife little fond of obfcure
‘Terms, yetin their Sermons very liberal of thofe which
they find in ecclefiaftical Writers, as if it were our Du-
ty to underftand them : Which I am fure it is not. And
1 defy the greateft Divine, to produce any Law either
of God or Man, which obligeth me to comprebcﬂd
the Meaning of Omnifcicnce, Omniprefence, Ubiquity, At
dributg, beatifick Vifion, with a thoufand others fo fre-
quent in Pulpits ; any more than that of Excentrich
: Jdiofynerads
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Miopncracy, Eantity, and the like. I believe, I may
yenture to infift further, that many Terms wufed in
Holy Writ, particularly by St. Pax/, might with,
more Difcretion be chan e({ into plainer Speech, ex~
cept when they are introduced as Part of a Quotation.
. I'am the more earneft in this Matter, becaufe it is
a general Complaint, and the jufteft in the World.
For a Divine hath nothing ‘to fay to the wifeft Con-
gregation of any Parifh in this lg;ngdom, which he
may not exprefs in a Manner to be underftood by the
meaneft among them. And this Affertion. muft be
true, or elfe God requireth mote from us than we are.
able to perform. However, not to contend whether
a Logician might poﬂil:ll.{ put a Cafe that would ferve
for an Exception ; I will appeal to any Man of Let.:
ters, whether at leaft nineteen in twenty of thofe per~
plexing Words might not be changed int eafy ones,,
fuch as natarally occur to ordinary Men, and
probably did fo at firft to thofe very Gentlemen, who

are fo fond of the former. -

Wk are often reproved by Divines from the Pulpits,.
on account of our Ignorance in Things facred; and
perhaps with Juflice enough : Howevens it is nog. very
reafonable for them to exped, that commomr Men
fhould underftand Expreflions, which are never made:
ufe of in common Life. No Gentleman thinketh it
fafe or prudent to fend a Servant with a Meflage with-
out repeating it more than once, and endeavouring to
put it into Terms brought ‘down to the Capacity of
the Bearer: Yet after all this Care it is frequent fcr
Servants to miftake,, and fometimes occafion Mifun~
derftandings between Friends; although the common
Domefticks in fome Gentlemens Families, may have
more Opportunities of improving their Minds, than
the ordinary Sort of Tradefmen.

Ir isnfuza] for Clergymen who are taxed with
this learned Defe&, to quote Dr. Tillotfon, and othes
famous Divines in their Defence ; without confider~
Ing the Difference between elaborate Difcourfes upon
important Occafions, .delivered to Princes, or Parlia-

ments,



212 ALETTERth & - .

ments; written with-a View of being mude publick ;
and a plain Sermon intended for the middle or lowet
Size of People. Neither do they feem to remember
the many Alterations, Additions, and Expungings
made by great Authors in thofe Treatifes which they

repare for the Publick. Befides, that excellent Pre-

te above mentioned)/ was krown €0/ preach after a
much more popular Manner in the City Congrega-
tions: Ard, if in thofe Parts of his'W{;rks,‘ he be
any where too obfcure for the Underftandings of
many, who may be fuppofed to have been his Hear-
érs; it bught to be-numbered among kis. Omiffions.
* F'ur Fear of being thought Pedants hath been of'
perniciows Confequence to young Divines. ‘This hatl
wirolly tzken:mfny of thein off fiom their feverer Stu-
dies in the Univerfity; which they have exchanged”
for Plays, Poeths, and Pamphiets, in order to qualify
them for Tea-tables, and Coffee-houfes. ‘This they’
ufually-eall Polite Converfation, knowing the World, and*
reading Men inflead of Books. Thefe'Accomplifhments,
when applied in the Pulpit, appear by a guaint, terfe,
florid Style, rounded into Periods and Cadencies,
commonly without either Propriety or Meaning. I
have liftened with my utmoft” Attention - for half an’
Hour to an Orator of this Species, without being able’
fo underftand, much lefs to carry away one fingle
Sentence out of 'a whole Sermon. Others, to fhew"
that their Studies have not been confined to Sciences,
or antient Authers, will talk-in the Style of a gaming’
Ordinary, and White-Friars ;- where F fnppofe the
Hearers can be little. edified by the Terms of Pa/m-
ing, Shuffiing, Biting, Bambouzling, and the like, if’
they-have not been fometimes converfant among
Pic{-pockets, and Sharpers. And truly as they fay
a Man is known by his Company ; {o it fhould feem,
that a Man’s Company may be known by his Manoer
of exprefling himfelf, either in publick Aflemblics, oF
private Converfation.

It would be endlefs to run over the feveral De-

fetts of Style among us: I fhall therefore fay nothﬂozf
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‘ef the mean and the panitry, (which are ufually attend-
ed by the fuffian ) ; much lefs of the flovenly or inde-
<ent, Two Things I will jult wara you againft : The
firft is, the Frequency of flat wnneceffary Epithets ;
and the other is the Folly of ufing old thread-bare
Phrafes, which will often make you go out of yous
Way to find and apply them; areliaufeous to rational
Hearers, and will feldom exprefs your -Meaning as
well as your own natural Words.

ALTHoucwH, as I have already obferved, our Eng~-
ki Tongue be too little cultivated in this .K'mgdo‘m ;
yet the Faults are nine in ten pwing to Affeétation,
and-not to the Want of Undex'ftanﬁing, When &
Man’s Thoughts are clear, the propereft Words will
generally offer themfelves firft; and ﬁis own Judgment
will diret him in what Order to place them, foas
they may- be beft underfood. here Men err ar
ilainﬁ this Method, it is ufuilly on Purpole, and te
ew their Learning, their Oratory, their Politenefs,,
or their Knowledge of the World, In fhort, that
Simplicity, withont which no buman Performance
€an arrive to any great Perfeftion, is no whese morg

eminently ufeful than in this. | ° S
I have been confidering that Part of Oratory,.
which relaseth to the moving of the Paflions : Thus,
1obferve, is in Efteem and Praftice among fomg
Church Divings, as well as among all the Preachers
and Hearers of the Fanatick or Enthufiaflick Strain. %
will here deliver to you (perbaps with mare Freedom
than Prudence) my Opinion upon the Point, |
HE two great Orators of Grezce- and Rome, Dey
moftbenes and Cicers, althengh each of them a Leader,
%01', as the Greeks called it, a D:mgugﬂ? in a popue
ar State ; yet. feem to differ in their Pradlice upon
this Branch of their Ast : The former, who had <o
deal with 4 People of much more Politenefs, Learning
and Wit, laid the greateft Weight of his Oratory
Vron the Strength of his Arguments offered to theiy
Underﬁandipg and Reafon : Whereas, Tal/yconfidered
‘the Difpofitions of a fincere, more ignogant, and lefy
mercuriak
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Agnorant Man comprehend what is his Daty; and te
convince him by Arguments, drawn to the Level of
his Underftanding, :that he ought to perform it. .

BuT I muft remember,'that my Defign in this P.

wwas not fo much to inftru& you in your Bufinefs, either
-as a Cle an,-or a®Préacher, as to warn you againft
fomeMiftakes, which' are.obvious'td the Generality of
Mankind,as well asto me; and we, who are Hearers,
.may be .allowed to have fome Opportunities in the
*Quality of being Standers-by. Only, perhaps, I may
now again tranfgrefs, by defiring you to exprefs the
JHeads of your Divifions in as few and clear Words,
as you poffibly can ; otherwife, I, and many thoufand.
-others, will never be able to refain them, nor confe-
quently to carry away a Syllable. of the Sermon.

I fhall now mention a Particular, wheréin your
whole Body will be certainly againft me ; and the Laity,
-almoft to 2 Man, on my Side. However it cameabout,
T cannot get over the Prejudice-of taking fome little Of-
fence at the Clergy, for-perpetually reading their Ser-
mons; perhaps, my frequent hearing of Forgigners,
who never make ufe of Notes, may have added tomy
Difguft. And {.cannot but think, that whatever i
read, differeth as much from what is repeated with-
out Book, as a Copy doth from an Original. ‘At the
fame time, T am highly. fenfible, what an extreme.
Difficalty it would be upon you to altef this Method;
and that, in fuch a Cafe, your Sermons would be
mach lefs valuable than they are, for Want of Time .
to improve and corre® them. I would therefore |
gladly come to a Compromife with you in_this Mat- |
ter. 1knew a Clergyman of fome Diftin&ion, Who |
appeared to deliver his Sermon without looking 12t |
his Notes ; which, when I complimented him upos |
he affured me, he could not Tepeat fix Lines; bt |
his Method was to write the whole Sermon in aaTg¢ |
plain Hand, with all the Forms of Margin, Paré.

ph, marked Page, and the like; then on Susd,
orning, he took Care to run it over five or fix Times

which fé could do in an Hour; and when he de-
\ . Jivered
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Tvered it ; by pretending to turn his Face from one
Side to the other, he would (in hjs own Expreflion)
pick up the Lines, and cheat his People, by making
them believe he had it all by Heart. He farther
added, that whenever he happened, by Negleé; to
omit any of thefe Circumftances, the Vogue of the
Parifp was, our Doctor gavve'us but an-indifferent Sermon
to-day. Now, among us, many Clergymen aét fo di-
re@tly contrary to this Method ; that from a Habit of
faving Time and Paper, which they acquired at the
Univerfity, they write in fo diminutive a Manner,
with fach frequent Blots and Interlineations, that they
are hardly able to go on without perpetual Hefitations,
or extemporary letives: And I defire to know,
what can be more inexcufable than to fee a' Divine,
and a Scholar, at a Lofs in reading his own Compofi-
tions ; which, 'tis fuppofed, he¢ hath been preparing
with much Pains ancf gzmgbt, for the Inftrution of his
People. The Want of a little more Care in this Ar-
ticle, is the Caufe of much ungraceful Behaviour. You
- will obferve fome Clergymen with their Heads held
down from the Beginning to the End, within an Inch
of the Cuthion, toread what is hardly legible ; which,
befides the untoward Manner, hinders them from
making the beft Advantage of their Voice: Others,
again, have a Trick of popping up and down every
Moment, from their Paper to the Audience, like an
idle School-boy on a Repetition-day.

LET me intreat you therefore, to add one Half-
crown a Year to the Article of Paper; to tranfcribe
your Sermens in as large and plain Manner as you

- can, and either make no Interlineations; or change
the whole Leaf: For we, your Hearers, would rather
you thould be lefs corre&, than perpetually ftammer-
’Iléli: which I take to be one of the worft Solecifms in

orick. And laftly, read your Sermon once
twice, for a few Days before you preach it. '19:)
‘which you will probably anfwer fome Years hence,
That it awas but juft fmifoed wben the laft BeH rang so
'cb{’fd’; aind Hhaﬂrcadilytl;elim, but ot excufe youl.
YoL, 1, .
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I cannot forbear warning you, in the moft earnét
Manner, agaiaftendeavopring at Wit in your Sermons:
Becaufe, by the flriGtet Computation, it is very near

-a Millicn to One, that you have none ;. and becaufe ‘

too many of your Calliag, _have confequently made
themfelves everlaflingly ridiculous by attempting it.
I remember fevepal/ young | Men (in/this " Town, who
.could never leave the Pulpit under~palf a Dozen
-Conceits ; and this Faculty adhered to. thofe.{Gentle-
men a longer or fhorter Time, exaétly in Proportion
to their feveral Degrees of Dulnefs: “Accordingly, 1
am told that fome of them retain it to this Day. I
_heartily, with the Brood, wete atan End.
BeFoRE you enter into the commony unfufferable
Cant, of takinf all Occafions to difparage the Heathen
Philofophers ;1 hope, you will differ from fome of your
Brethren, by firlt inquiring what thofe Philofopbers can
fay for themfelves. The Syftem of Morality to be ga-
_thered aut of the Writings,. or Sayings of thofe antient
.Sages, falleth undoubtedly very fhort of thatdelivered
.in the Gofpel; and wanteth, befides, the divine San-
,&ion which our Saviour gave to his. Whatever is
_further related .by the Evangelifts, containeth chiefly
_Matters of Fa&, and.confequently of Faith ; fuch as
_the Bigth pf Chrift, his being the Meffiah, his Miracles,
.his Death, Refurreftion, and Afcenfion: None of
which can properly come under the Appellation of
,human Wifdom, being intended only to make us wife
.unto Salvation.” And therefore in this Point, nothing
.can be juftly laid to the Charge of. the Pbilofapbers.;
further, than that they were ignorant of certain Fadts
which happened long after their Death., ButI am
.deceived, if a better Comment gould be any: where
_colle@ed upon the mpral Part of the Gofpel, from
the_ Writings of thofe excellent Men. . Even, di-
vine Precept of loving our Enemies, is at large infifted
on by Plato ; who putteth it, as I remember,. into the
Mouth of Sacrates. And as to the Reproach of Hea-
" shenifim, I doubt they had lefs of it than the corrupted
Jews, in whofe Time they lived. Forit is a E:G‘:

- -

|
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Piece of Ignorance among us,to conceive, that, in thofe”

lite and tearned Ages, even Perfons of any tolerable-

ducation, much leée:he wifeft Philofophers, did ac-
knowledge, or worfhip dny more than ene Almighty
Power, under feveral Denominations, to whom they
allowed all thofe Attributes we afcribe to the Divinity.
And, 23 T take it, human‘€ompreheénfion redcheth 'no
further : Neither did our Saviour think it neceffary to-
explain to us the Nature of God ; becaufe, as I fup-
pofe, it would be impoffible, without beftowing on us-
other Faculties than we poffefs- at prefent.” But the
true Mifery of the Heathen World, appeareth to be
what I before mentioned, the Want of ‘a divine San-~
&on; without which, the DiQtates of the Philofophers’
failed in the Point of Authority ; and confequently the-
Bolk of Mankind lay, indeed, under a great Load of
Ignorance, even- in the Article of Morality ; but the.
Philofophers themfeves did not. Take the Matter in -,
this Light, and it will afford Field enough for a Di~
vine to enlarge :on; by fhewing the Advantages which
the Chriftian World hath over the Heathen ; and the’,
abfolute Neeeflity of divine Revelation, to' make the -
Knowledge of the true God, and the Pra&tice of Vir---
tte more univerfal in the World.

I'am not ignorant how much I differ in this Opinion**
fom fome antient Fathers in the Church ; who arguing
againft the Heathens, made it a principal Topick to
decry their Philofophy as much as they could: Which,'
Thope, is not altogether our prefent Cafe.- Befides, it
18 to be confidered, that thofe Fathers lived in the De- -

ne of Literature; and; in my Judgment, (who thould -
be uawilling to give the leaft Offence,) appear to be ra-
ther moft excdf:rnvt holy Perfons, than ofpg-anfcendent
Genius and ‘Learning. - Their genuine Writings (for
many*of them have extremely fnﬁ‘ered by fparious Ad-
ditions) are of admirable Ufe for confirming the Truth-
of antient Do@rines and Difcipline; by -fhewing the
State and Practice of the primitive Church. But among*
fucks of them as have'falgen in my Way, I do not re-
Wember .any, whofe Mannier of arguing or exhorting E--

Uz- could

-
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. could heartily recommend to the Imitation of a young
Divine, when he is to fpeak from the Pulpit. Perhaps
I judge too haftily, there being feveral of them, in
whofe Writings I have made very little Progrefs, and
in others none at all. For I perufed only fuch as wem
recommended to me, at 2 Time when I had more Lsi-
fure, and a better' Difpofition to read) ‘than have fince
fallen to my Share. »

To return then to.the Heathen Philofophers; I hope
you will not only give them Quarter, but make their
Works a conﬁdcraillc Past of your Study. To thefe I
will venture to add the principal Orators and Hiftori-
ans, and perhaps a few of the Poets: by the reading of
which, you will foon difcover your Mind and Thoughts
to be enlarged, your Imagination extended and refined,
your Judgment directed, your Admiration leflened, and
your Fostitude increafed. All which Advantages muft
needs be of excellent Ufe to a Divine, whofe Duty itis
to preach and prattife the Contempt of human Things.

I would fay Yomething concerning Quetations;
wherein I think you cannot be too fparing, except frome -
Scripture, and the primitive Writers l:; the: Charch.
As to the former, when you offer a Text as a Proofor
an Illuftration, we your Hearers expect to be fii
ufed ; and fometimes think we have Reafon to- com*
plain, efpecially of you younger Divines; which maketh
us fear, that fome of you conceive you have no mor
to do than to turn. over a Concordance, and thereha-
vingvfonnd the principal Wad, introduce as muchof
the Verfe as will ferve your Turn, altbough in reality
it maketh nothing for you. I do not altogether difap-
prove the Manner of inteyweaving Texts of Scripture
through the Style of your Sermons ; wherein, howerer,
I have fometimes obferved great Inftances of Indifcre-
tion and Impropriety ; agginit.which I therefore: ves*
ture to give you a Caution. -

As to Quotations from antient Fathers, I think they
are beft brought in, to confirm fome: Opinion contxo-
verted by thofe who différ from us : In other Cafes we

give you full Power to adopt the Segtence for )'::f ‘
owl,
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own, rather than‘tell us, as -S2. Auftin excellently ol=
Jferwveth: Bat, to mention modern Writers by Name, or
ufe the Phrafe of a /ate excellnt Prelate of our Church,
and the like, is altogether intolerable ; and, for what
Reafon I knmow not,’ maketh every rational Hearer
afhamed. - Of no better a Stamp is your Heathen Phi-
hfopher, and famous Poét,/\and!|Roman Hiflorian!; at
leaft in comnton Congregations, who will rather be-
lieve you on your own Word, than on that of Plase -
or Homer. ’ 1
I have lived to fee Greet and ‘Lzm'n almoft entirely
driven out of the Pulpit ; for which I am heartily glad.
The frequent Ufe of the latter was, certainly 2 Rem- -
mnt of Popery, which never admitted Scripture in the
velgar Lang ; and I wonder that Pratticewas never - -
accordingly objeéted to us by the Fanaticks: g
Trne Mention of Quotations puts me in mind of
Common-Place Books, which have been long in Ufer
by induftriouns )};onng-Divines, and, I hear; do ‘il :
continue fo ; I know they-are very beneficial to- Law-
yers and Phyficians, becaufe they are ColleQions of
Fa@s or Cafes, whereupon-a great Part of their feve-
ral Faculties-depend : Of thefe I have feen feveral, but
never yet any written by a Clergyman; only from what
I im informed, they generally are Extracts of Theolo-
gical and Moral Sentences, drawn from-Ecclefiattical
and other Authors, reduced under proper Headsy -
ufually begun, and, perhaps, fintthed, while the Colv -
rs were young in-the Church ; as being intended
for Materials, -or %lurferies to ftock -future Sermons.
You will obferve the wife Editers of antient Authors,
when they meet. a Sentence worthy of 'being diftin-
guithed, take fpecial Care to have the firft Word print«
ed in Capital Letters, that you may not overlook it 3
Such, for Example, as the Jnconflancy of Fortune, the
Goodnefs of Peace, the Excelfency of Wifdom, the Certainty
f-Death ; that Profperity maketh Men infolent, and Ads -
venfity humble ; and the like- eternal Truths, which
¢very Ploughman knoweth well enough, although he
never heard of -Ariflotke or- Platee 1f Thedlogical
Ugs’ Common-. -
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Common-place Books be no better filled, I think they
had better be laid afide : And I could with, that Men -
of tolerable IntelleQuals would rather truft to their
own natural Reafon, improved by a general Conver-
fation with Books, to enlarge on Points which they
are fuppofed already to underftand. If a rational Man
readeth an excellent Author with jult-Application, he -
fhall find himfelf extremely improved, and perhaps in-
fenfibly led to imitate that Author’s Perfeftions ; al-
though in a little Time he fhould not remember one
Word in the Book, nor even the Subjet it handled :
For, Boaks give the fame Turn to our Thoughts and
Way of Reafoain that good, and ill Company do to
our Behaviour and Con ion ; without either load-
ing our Memories, or making us even fenfible of the
~Change. And particularly, I have obferved in Preach-
ing, that no Men fucceed better than thofe, who trult
entirely to the Stock or Fund of their own Reafon;
advanced, indeed, but not overlaid by Commerce with
Books. Whoever only readeth, in order to tranfcribe
wife and fhining Remarks, without entering iato the
Genius and Spirit of the Author; as it is probable ke
will make no very judicious Extra&, fo he will be apt
to truft to that Collection in all his Compofitions;
be mifled out of the regular Way of Thinking, in or-
der to introduce thofe Materials which he beenat
the Pains to gather : And the Produ of all this, will
be found a manifeft incoherent Piece of Patchwork.
Somz Gentlemen abounding in their Univerfity Eru-
dition, are aﬁ to ill their Sermons with philofophical
“T'erms, and Notions of the metaphyfical ar abftraéed
Kind ; which generally have one Advantage, to b
equally underftood by the Wife, the Vulgar, and the
Preacher himfelf. I have been better entettained, and
mere informed by a Chapter in the Pikgrim’s Progrols
than by a long Difcourfe upon the #7i// and the Jate~
k&, and /i or complex ldeas. Others again aré
fond of dilating on Matter and Mstion, talk the for+
auitous Concourfe of Atoms, of Theories, and Phanomesa;
dirc&ly againft the Advice of St. Pas/, who 7“’9{
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peareth to have been convérfant enough in thefe Kind'
of Studies. - :

I do nat find- that you are any where direfled in the.
Canons, or Articles, to attempt explaining the My-.
fieries of the Chriftian Religion. And, indeed, finco
Providence intended there fhould be Myfteries ; I do
not fec how it can be agteeable to-Piety, Ontbodoxy,
or good Senfz, to go about fuch a Work. For, to
]8:& there feemeth to be a manifef Dilemma in the

: If you explain them, they are Myfteries' no
longer ; if you fail, you have laboured.to no 9
What I thould think moft reafonable and fafe for
you to do, upon this Occafion, is upon folemn Days
:;:ie:ivu the Doftrine as the Church holdeth it, and

'm it -by Seviptare. - -For my Part, having confi«
deshl the Matter impartially, I.can fee no great Rea.
fon which thofe Gentlemen, yqu call the Free-zhinkersy
can have for their- Clamonr againft religious Myfte<
ries 3 fince it: is plain, they were not invented by the

, to wham they bring .no_Prefit, nor. acquire
any outs For every Clergymaniis ready, either
to tell us the utmaft he kyoweth, or to confefs that he
doth not underffand them : Neither is it firange,. that
Ahere fhould be Myfteries in Divinity, as well as in
the commoneft Operations of Nature. ]

Axp here. I am at a Lofs what to fay, upon the
frequent Cuftom of preaching againft Arbeifm, Deifin,
Froe-thimking, and the liko ; as young Divines are par+ -
ticalarly fond of daing, efpecially when they exercife
their Talent in Churches, frequented by People of
Quality ; which, as it is but an ill Compliment to the -
Andience, fo.I am under fome Doubt whether it an«
{wers the. End. Becanfe, Perfons under thofe Impu-
tations are generally no great Frequenters of Churchs
¢, and fo the Congregation is but little edified for
the Sake of three or four Fools, who are paft Grace.
Neither do I think it any Part of Prudence, to perplex
the Minds of well-difpofed People with Doubts, ‘:gich
thably would never have otherwife come into their

cads, But Jam of opipion, and-dare be pofitive in

it,
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it; thdt not one in a hundred of thofe, who pretend to-
be Free-thinkers, are really fo in their Hearts. For
there is one Obfervation awhich I never knew to fail,
and I defire you will examine it-in the Courfe of your
Life ; that no Gentleman of a liberal Education, and
segular in.his Morals, did cver profefs himfelf a Frez--
thinker: Where then 'are-thefe:Kind 'of People t be-
found ? Amongft the worft Part of the Soldiery, made:
up of Pages, younger.Brothers of obfcare Families, and.
others of defperate Fortunes ; -or elfe among idle Town-
fops; and now and then a drunken 'Squire of theCoun-
try. Therefore, nothing can be'plainer, than thit Igno-
rance, and Vice, are two Ingredients abfolately necef-
fary in the Compofition- of thofe you generally call
Free-thinkers;.who, inPropriety of Speech, are noTbint-
¢rs at all. And, fince I am in the Way of it, pray clitfi-
der one Thing farther: Asyoung as you are, you can-
rot but have already obferved, what a violent Run there
is among too many-weak People, againft Univerfity E-
ducation : Be firmly affured, that the whole Cryis made
up by thofe, who were cither never fent to a College;
or, through their Irregularities and Stupidity, never
made the leaft Improvement while they were there.
have above forty of the latter now in my Eye ; f

of them in this Town; whofe Learning, Maxners, Tem- -
perance, Probity, Gaod.nature, and Politicks, are all of
a-piece. Others of them in the Country, bpphre‘;ﬁo?
their Tenants, tyrannizing over the Neighbourhood
cheating theVicaz, talking Nonfenfe, and getting drunk
at the Seffions. It is from fuch Seminaries as thefe,
that the World is provided with the feveral T'ribes and
Denominations of Free-zhinkers ; who, in'my Judgment,
are not to be reformed by Arguments offered. to prove
the Truth of the Chriftian r%i‘;:x; becaufe, Reafoming
will never make a Man corre& an ilLOpinion, W

by Reafoning he neves acquired: Far, in the Courfe of
Things, Men always grow vicious before they becom¢
Unbelievers: Bat, i% you .could once convince the
Town or Country Profligate, by Topicks drawn from
she View of their own Quiet, Repuiation, Healtly 04

4
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Advantage ; their Infidelity woyld foon drop off: This,
I confefs, is no eafy Tafk ; becaufe it is almoft in a

literal Senfe, to fight auith Beafls,. Now, to make

it clear, that we are to look for no other Original of
this Jufidelity, whereof. Divines fo much com};falin; it
is allowed on all Hands, that the People of England
are more cosrupt in their/Morals; than any other Na~
tion at this Day under the Ssa : And this Corruption

is manifeftly owing to other Caufes, both numerous
and obwions, much more than to the Publication of
irreligious Books ; which, indeed, are but the Confe-,
quence of the former. For, all the Writers againft
. Chriftianity, fince the Revolution, have been of the
loweft Rank among Men, in regard to Literature,

Wit, and Senje ; and, upon that account, wholly
unqualified to propagate Herefies, unlefs among People:
already abandoned. ,

In an Age where ¢very thing difliked by thofe, who
think with the Majority, is called Difaffedtion; it may
perhaps be ill interpreted, when 1 venture to tell you,
that this univerfal Depravation of Manners, is owing
to the perpetual bandying of Fafions among us for
thirty Years pafty when, without weighing the M-
tives of Fuflice, Law, Confeience, or Honour, every Man
adjufteth his Principles to- thofe of the Party he hath
chofen, and among whom he may_ beft find his own.
Account : But, by reafon of our frequent Viciflitudes,

, who were impatient to be out of Play, have:
been forced to recant, or at leaft to reconcile their:
former Tenets with every new Syflem of Adminiftra-
tion. Add to.this, that the old fundamental Cuftom of
annual Parliaments being -wholly laid afide, and Ele-
iions growing chargeable ; fince Gentlemen found that
their Country Seass brought them in lefs than a Sear in.
the Houfe ; the Votets, tbat is to fay, the Bulk of the
common People, have been univerfally feduced insa
Bribery, Parjury, Drunkennsfs, Malice, and Slander,

Nor ta be forthes tedious, or rather invidious ; thefe
are a few, amang other Caufes, which have contriba~
ted to the Ruin of.our Morals, and.confequently to the

- Contempt
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Contempt of Religion. For, imagine to yourfelf, if yor-
rlelfe, a landed Youtlt, whom his Mother would never -
uffer to look into a Book; for fear of fpoiling his-
Eyes; got into Parliament,” and-ebferving all Ene. .
mies to the Clergy heard with -the utmoft Applanfe;-
what Notions he muft imbibe ; how readily -he will:
join in-the Cry ; 'What'an'Efteem hé' will 'doneeive of:
himfelf; and what a Contempt he maft entertain, not
only for his Vicar at home, b#it for the whole Order.

I therefore again:conclude, that the Trade of Inf-
delity hath been-taken up only for-an Expedient to-*
keep in Countenance that univerfal Corraptionof M-
rals, which many other Caufes firft eontributed to in-
goduee, ‘and to cultivate.. ‘And thus; Mr. Hobbes's

aying upon Reafon, may be much more propetly ap-
plied-%o.Religion: That, if Religion «avith ]:zegair{ﬂ a
Man, a Man «will be againft Religion. Although, after
all, I have heard a Profligate offer much flronger
Arguments againft paying -his Debts, than ever he*
was_known -te do againft Chriffiarity; indeed, the
Reafon was, becaufe 1n that Jun&ure he happened to-
be clofer prefled by the Bai/iff than the Parfon.

- IGNORANCE may, perhaps, be the Motber of Super-.
Slition ; but- Experience hath not proved it to be fo oft
Dewotion : For Chriftianity always made the moft eafy:
and.quickeft Progrefs in civilized Countries. I men--
tion this, becaufe itis affirmed, that the Clergy are in
moft Credit where Ignorance prevaileth, (and furely
this Kingdom would i'; called the Paradife of Clergy-
men, if that Opinion - were true] for which they in-
flance England in the Times of Pipery. But whoever-
knoweth any thing of three or four -Centuries before:
the Reformation, will find, the little Learning then
fturing, was more equally divided between the Er-
&lifp 'Clergy and Laity, than it is at prefent. - There
were feveral famouws Lawyers -in that Period, whofe
Writings are flill in the higheft Repute; and fome Hi~
floriaks, and Poets, who were not of the Ghurch.
Whereas, now-a-dzs‘i our Education is fo corraptedy
that youwill hardly find a young Perfon of Quality wﬂ;n:- :

’ -
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“'the leaft T'in€ture of Knowledge ; at the fame time that
* many of the Clergy were never more learned, or fo
fcurvily treated. Here amohg us, at leat, a Man of
Letters, out of the three Profeflions, is almoft a Prodigy.
And thofe few who have preferved any Rudiments of
Learning, are (except, perhaps, one or two Smatterers)
the Clergy’s Friends to\a/Man { | For;I dare appeal to
any Clergyman in this Kingdom, whether the greateft
Dance in his Parifh be ‘not always the ‘moft proud,
wicked, fraudulent, and intra&able of his Flocﬁ.

I think the Clergy. have almoft given over ‘Perplex-
ing themfelves and their Hearers, with abftrufe Points
of Predeftination, Ele&ion, and the like ; atleaft, itis
"Time they fhould ; and therefore, I fhall not trouble
‘you further upon this Head. -

I have now faid all I could think convenient with
-relation to your Conduét in the Pulpit. Your Behavi-
-our in the World is another Scene, upon which, I fhall
readily offer you my Thoughts, if you appear to defire
them from me, by your Approbation ofP what I have
herzh written ; if not, I have already troubled you too
much,

I am, SIR,
Your affeltionate -
Friend and Servant.

January g,
1719-20. -

* N. B.. This Difeourfe, was awritten fourteen Years
ago; fince avhich Time, thé Cafe is extremely altered by
Deaths and Succeffions,

THE
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WONDERFUL

WONDER

OF.
W ONDER S

“Written in the Year 1720.

i HERE is a certain Perfon lately arrived at
: this City, whom it is very proper the World
{hould be informed of. His Chara&er may,
perhaps, be thought very inconfiftent, improbable, and
unnatural : However, I intend to draw it with the ut-
moft Regard to Truth. This, I am the better quali-
fied to do, becaufe he is a Sort of Dependant upon our
Family, and a/moff of the fame Age ; although I can-
hot dire&dy fay, I have ever feer him. He is a Na-
tive of this Country, and hath lived long among us ;
but what appeareth wonderful, and hardly credible,
was never feen before by any Mortal.
It is true, indeed, he always chufes the /owef Place
in Company, and contriveth it fo, to keep out of Sight.
Voz. L. X t

\
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It is reported, however, that, in his younger Days, he
was frequently expofed to View; but always againt
his Will, and was {ure to fmart for it.

As to his Family; he came into the World 2
younger Brother, being of ix Children, the fourth in
order of Birth ; of which the eldeft is now Head of the
Houfe; the fecond andithird rcarry o4rms; but the
two youngeft are only Feormen: Some, indeed, add,
that he hath likewife a Twin-brother, who lived over-

* againft him, and keepeth a.¥ifualling-houfe : He has

the Reputation to be a /g, _,gn}ing,_[gm:zx’;f Fellow;
and that when his Bags are filll, he is often needy;
yet, when the Fit taketh him, as faft as .he gets, he

o dets- it fiy.

WHEN in Office, no oge difecharget) himfelf, or ditb
bis Bufinef better. He hath fometimes frained bard
for an honeft Livelihood ; and never got a Bit, until
every body elfe had done.

" ONE Pratice appeareth very blameable in him ;that
every Morning he privately frequenteth unclean Houfes,
where any modeft Perfon would bluth to be feen. And
although this be generally known, yet the World, as
cenforious asit is, hath been fo kind to overlook this
Infirmity in him. To deal impartially, it muft be
granted, thathe is too great a Lover of himfelf, and
very often confulteth his own Eafz, at the Expence of
his beft Friends. But this is one of his &/ind Sides;
and the beft of Men I fear are not without shem.”

He hath been conftituted by the bigher Powers 1n
the Station of Receiver-gemeral; in which Employ-
ment, fome have cenfured him for playing faf ﬂnd
Joofe. He is likewife Owerfeer .of the Golden Mines,
which he daily infpeteth, when his Health will per-
mit him. - _ '

He was long bred under a * Mafler of Arts, whoin
ftilled gocd Principles in him, but thefe were foon cor-
rupted. 1 know not whether it deferveth Mention, that

he is fo very capricious, as to take it for an equz} Af;
ront

& Magifler Artis, Ingeniogue Largitor Venter. —
igifl igenioque Larg .




of WONDERS. 23r

front to talk either of 4iffing, or kicking him ; which
hath occafioned a thoufand Quarrels: However, no bo-
dy ever hath been fo great a Sufferer for Faults, which’
he neither was, nor poffibly could be guilty of. '
. In his Religion, he has thus much of the Quaker,
that he ftandeth always covened, jeven- in the Prefence
of the King: In moft other Points, a perfect Idolater,
although he endeavoureth to conceal it : For he is known
to offer daily Sacrifices to certain fubterraneous Nymphs,
whom he worthippeth in an bumble Pofture, prone on his
Face, and fiript flark-naked; and fo leaveth his Offer-
ings behind him, which the Priefls of thofe Goddefles
are careful enough to remove upon certain Seafons,
with the utmoft Privacy at Midnight ; and from thence
maintain themfelves and Families. In all urgent Neceffi-
ties and Preffures he applieth himfelf to thefe Deities,
and fometimes even in the Streets and Highbways; from
an Opinion that thofe Powers have an Influence in
all Places ; although their peculiar Refidence be in
Caverns under. Ground. Upon thefe Occafions, the
faireft. Ladies will not refufe to Jend their Hands to af-
fithim: for, although they are athamed to have him
Jeen in their Company, or even fo much asto hear him
named ; yet it is wel{ known, that he is one of their
conflant Followers. i

In Polititks, he always fubmitteth to what is upper--
moft ; but he perufuth Pamphlets on both Sides with
great Impartiality, although feldom until ewvery &ody -
elfe bath done awith them. ' ’ o

His Eearning is of a mixed Kind ; and he may pro-
perly.be calted a Helluo librorum, or another Facobus
de Voragine ; although his Studies are chiefly confined’
to Schoo/-men, Commentators, and German Divines ; to-
gether with modern Poetry and Criticks: And he is an
Atomick Philofopher, firongly maintaining a »sid in
Nature, which he feemeth to have fairly proved by’
many Experiments. ’ :

I fhall now proceed to defctibe fome peculidr Qya-
lities, which 1n feveral Inftances feem to diftinguifh.
this Pérfon from the commo;{ Race of other Mortﬁls.

2 18
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His Grandfather was a' Member of the Rump Par-
Biament ; as the Grandfon is of the prefent ; where he
often rifes, fometimes grumbles, but never fpeaks. How-
ever, he lets nothing pafs avillingly, but what is awell
digefed. His Courage is indifputable, for he will
take the boldeft Man alive 4y ¢the Nefe.

He is geerally/the  firfi-4-bed in the Family, and
the /aff up ; which is to be lamented ; becaufe when
he happeneth to rife before the reft, it hath been thought
to forebode fome good Fortune to bis Superiors.

As Wifdom is acquired by Age, fo by every new
Wrinkle in his Face, he is reported to gain fome zew
Knowledge. _ ’

In him we may obferve the true Effects and Confe-
uences of Tyranny in a State: For, as he is a great
ppreffor of all below him, fo there is no body more

oppre[jed by thofe above him : Yet in his ‘Time, he hath
been fo highly in Favour, that many illuffrious Per- |
Jons have been entirely indebted to 4i for their Pre-

Sferments. ' 1

Hs hath difcovered from his own Experience tie
true Puint, wherein all human A&ions, Projecs and
Defigns do chiefly terminate ; and how mean and for- |
did they are at tbe Bortom. 1

It behoves the Publick to'keep him guies ; for his |
Jre Murmurs are a cextain Sign og intefiine Tu-

ts. _
No Philofopher éver lamented more the Luxury,
for which thell; Nations are fo juftly taxed; it hath
been known to coft him Tears of Bloed: For in his
own Nature he is far from being profufe ; although, in-
deed, he never ftayeth aNight ata Gentleman's gloufe.
without leaving fomething bebind bim. )

He receiveth, with great Submifion, whatever his
Patrons think fit to give him, and when they lay ks
@y Burdens upon him, which is frequent enough, he
gets rid of them as foon as he can; but not with-
out fome Labour, and much Grumbling.

Hs is a perpetual Hanger on 5 yetnq body knoweth
how to be without bim. He patiently ?uﬁ'cmh himfeg

\
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to be: #ept under, but loveth to be well ufed ; and, in
that Cafe, will facrifice his Zitals to give you Eafe;
and he hath hardly one Acquaintance, for whom he
hath not been bound ; yet, as far as we can find, was
never known to /4 any thing by it.

HE is obferved to be wery unguiet)in the Company
of a Frencbman in new Cloaths, or a young Coguet.

HE is, in fhort, the Subje& of much Mirtb and Rail-
lery, which he feemeth to take well enough ; although
it hath not been ebferved, that ever any good Thing
came from himfelf. :

THERE is fo general an Opinion of his Juftice,
that fometimes very bard Cafes are left to his Decifion :
And while he fiteth upon them, he carrieth himfelf
exaQly even. betaween both Sides, except where fome

" knotty Point arifeth ; and then he is obferved to lean a.
little to the Right, or Lef?, as the Matter inclineth.
him ; but his Reafons for it are fo manifeft and con--
vincing, that every Man approves them.

X3 THE
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T H E°

WO NDER

OF ALL PHE"

WQOQNDERS,
THAT
Ever the Worrp-wondered at..
Written in the Year 1721

“To all Persons of Quarrty and others.

EWLY arrived at this City the 'famons
Amﬁ ffabn Emanuel Schoits, who, to the
urprize and Satisfation of all $pe-
Qators, 1s rcady to do the following wonderful
crfoxmd auces, the. like never performed, in this
om.
n];v::rlcixc}tanaroflron red hot, and.dmdht
into g of Gunpowder. before al] t.he Compaay.
and it thall not taku:Er H
3
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He lets any Gentleman charge a Blunderbufs,
with the fame Gunpowder, and twelve Leaden Bul-
lets; which Blunderbufs the faid Artift difchargeth
fall in the Face of the faid Company, without doing
the Jeaft Hurt; the Bullets fticking in the Wall be-
hind them.

Hz, taketh any Gentleman's own Sword, andruns

it through, the faid Gentlepan’s Body, fo that the
Point appeareth bloody at the Back, te all the Speta-
tors ; then he taketh out the Sword, wipeth it clean,
and returneth it to the Owner; who receiveth no
manner of Hurt.

He taketh a Pot of fcalding Oil, and throweth itby
great Ladles full dire@ly at the Ladies, without fpoil-
ing theix Gloaths, or burning their Skins.

%‘IB taketh any Perfon of Quality’s Child, from two
Years old to fix, and lets the Child’s own Father or
Mother take a Pike in their Hands; then the Anift
takes the Child in his Arms and toffeth it upon the
Point of the Pike, where it fticketh, to the great Sa-
tisfation. of all SpeQators; and,is then taken of
without fo much as an Hole in his Coat.

HEe mounts upon a Scaffold, juft over the Spefa-
“tors, and from thence .throweth down a great Quan-
tity of large Tiles and-Stones, which fall like fo-
many Pillows, without fo much as difcompofing either
Perukes or Head-dreffes. ] e i

e taketh any Perfon of Quality. up to the
Scaffold, which Perfon pul%h‘h:f};' "Ms Shoes and
leapeth nine Feet dire@ly down on a Board prepared
on Purpofe, full of fharp Spikes fix Inches long, with:
out hurting his Feet, or damaging his Stockings,

Hk places the faid Board on.a Chair, upon which

a Lady fitéthr down with' another Lady upon her

Lap; while the Spikes, inftead of- éntering into the
. under Liady’s Flefh, will’feel like'a’V elvet'_%?tiﬂﬁqﬂ-

HE taketh any Perfon of Quality’s Footman; tieth:

a Rope about his bate Neck; andw&aweth‘ him.up by

Pulleys to the Cieling, and there keepeth him hangi?6

as long as his Mafter or tire: Company pleafes; “:g
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fid Footman, to the Wonder and Delight of all Be-
holders, with a Pot of Ale in one- Hand, and a Pipe
in the other ; and, when he is let'down, there will not
appear the leaft Mark of a Cord about his Neck.

He bids a Lady’s Maid put her Finger into a Cup
of clear Liquor like Water; upon which her Face
and both her Hands are/immediately withered,' like
an old Woman of fourfcore ; her Belly fwelleth as if
the were within a Week of her Time, and her Legs
are as thick as Mill-pofts ; but upon putting her Finger
into another Cup, fhe becometh as young and hand-
fome as fhe was before.

Hz giveth any Gentleman Leave to drive forty
Twelve-penny Nails up to the Head in a Porter’s
Backfide ; and then he places the faid Porter on a
Loadftone Chair, which draweth out every Nail, and
the Porter feeleth no Pain.

HeE likewife draws the Teeth of half a Dozen Gen-
tlemen ; mixeth and jumbles them in a Hat ; giveth
any Perfon Leave to blindfold him, while he returneth
each their own, and fixes them as well as ever.

Witn his Fore-finger and Thumb he thrufteth
feveral Gentlemens and Ladies Eyes out of their
Heads, withount the leaft Pain; at which Time they
fee an unfpeakable Number of beautiful Colours; and
after they are entertained to the full, he places them
again in their proper Sockets, without any Damage
to the Sight. ) '

He lets any Gentleman drink a Quart of hot melted
Lead ; and by a Draught of prepared Liquor, of
which he taketh Part himfelf, he maketh the faid
Lead pafs through the faid Gentleman before all the -
Spe&ators, without any Damage : After which, it is .
produced in a Cake to the Company.

WiTH many other wonderful Performances of Art, .
too tedious here to mention. ,

Tue faid Artift hath performed before moft Kings .
and Princes in Eurgpe with great Applaufe.

Hz.
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Hs performeth every Day (except Sundays) from
Ten of the Clock, to One in the Forenoon; and from
Four until Seven in the Evening, at the New Inn in
Smithfield. R

THE firft Seat a Briti/h Crown, the fecond a Britif
half Crown, and the loweft-a Britifs Shilling.

N. B. Tus beft Hands in Town are to play at the
{aid Show.

!
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Young LAD Y

MARRIAGE.

‘Written in the YEAR 1723,

‘Mapam,
H E Hurry and Tmpertinence of receiving and
aying Vifits on account of your Marriage,
Eeing now over; you are beginning to en-
ter into 2 Courfe of Life, where you will want much
Advice to divert you from falling into many Errors, -
Fopperies and Follies to which your Sex is fubje&.
I have always borne an entire Friendfhip to your
Father and Mother; and the Perfon they have cho-
fen for your Hufband, hath been; for fome Years
paft, my particular Favourite. I have long wifhed
you might come together, becaufe I hoped, that,
from the Goodnefs of your Difpofition, and by fol-
lowing thé Counfel of wife Friends, you mig’{lf in
ime
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‘Time make yourfelf worthy of him. Your Parents
were {o far in the right, that they did not produce
you much into the World; whereby you avoided
many wrong Steps which others have taken; and
have fewer 1ll Impreflions to be removed : But they
failed, as it is generally the Cafe,intoo much negle&-
ing to cultivate your Mind ; without which, it is impof-
fible to acquire or preferve the Friendfhip and Efteém
of a wife Man, who foon groweth weary of acting the
Lover, and treating his%)Vife,like a Miftrefs ; but
wanteth a reafonable Companion, and a true Friend
through every Stage of his Life. 1t muft be therefore
your Bufinefs to qualify yourfelf for thofe Offices;
‘wherein I will not fail to be yeur Direttor as long as
I fhall think you deferve it, by letting you know how
_you are to a&t, and what you ought to avoid.

Amp beware of defpifing or negleting my Inftru-
-&ions; whereon, .will depend, not only yeur making
-a good Fjgure in the World, butyour own real Hap-
:pinefs, as well as that of the Perfort who ought to be
the deareft to you.

I muft theretore defire you in the firft place to be
~very flow in changing the modeft Behaviour of a Vir-
gin : It is ufoal in young Wives before they have been
:many Weeks .married, to affume .a bold, forward

Look and Manner of talking, as if they intended to
ggnify in all .Companies, that they were no longer
-Gitls, and conféquently that their whole Demeanour,
before they gota Hufband, was all-but a Countenance
.and Conftraint upon their Nature: Whereas, I fup-
.pole, if the Votes of wife Men were gathered, a very
great Majority would be in favour of tﬁofc Ladies, who
-after they were entered into thdt State, rather chofe to
.double their Portion of Modefty and Refervednefs.

1 muft likewifé  warn you ftri®ly againft the leaft
-Degree of Fondnefs to your Hufband before any Wit
" nefles whatever, even' before your deaseft Relatlons,

or the very Maids of your Chambet. This Proceed-
ing is fo extremely odious and difguftful to all who
-have either good Breeding or good Senfe, that they af-

fign
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fign, two very unamiable Reafons for it; the one is
grofs Hypocrify, and the other hath too bad a Name
to mention. If there is any Difference to be made,
your Hufband is the loweft Perfon in Company, ei-
ther at home or abroad ;_and every Gentleman pres
fent bath a bettexr Claim to all Marks of Civility and
Diftin&tion from you.. Conceal yous Eftéem and'Love
in your own Breaft, apd referve your kind Looks and
JLanguage for private Hours ; which are fo many in
the four and twenty, that they will afford Time to
employ a Paffion as exalted as any that was cver de-
fcriﬁc!—in a French Romance. .

Uron this Head, I fhould likewife advife you to
differ in Pra&ice from thofe, Ladies who affe& Abus-
-dance of. Uneafinefs while their Hufbands are abroad ;
ftart with every Knock at the Door, and ring the Bell
inceffantly for their Servants.to let in their Mafter ;
will not eat a Bit at Dinner or Supper.if the-Hufband
happen to ftay out; and receive Em at his Return
.with foch a Medley of Chiding. and Kindnefs, and
catechizing him where he. hath been ; that a Shrew
from. Billingfgate would be a more eafy and eligible
Companion. - L _

Or the fame Leaven are thofe Wives, who when
their Hufbands are gone a Journey, huft have a Let-
ter every Poft, upon Pain of Fits and Hyftericks ; and
a Day muft be fixed for their. Return Home without
the leaft Allowance for Bufinefs, or Sicknefs, or Ac- -
cidents, or Weather :. Upon which, I can only fay,
that in my Obfervation, thofe Ladies, who are apt
to,make the greateft Clotter upon fuch Oreafions,
would lLiberally have paid a Meflenger for bringing
them News, that their Hufbands had broken their
Necks on the Read. ' .

You will perhaps be offended, when I advife you
to abate 2 little of that violent Paffion for fine Clothes

fo predominant in your Sex. It is fomewhat hard,
that ours, for whofe fake you wear them, are not ad-
mitted to be-of your Council : I may venture to-affute
you, that we will.make an Abatement at apy fime of
-Vou. I, ' Y four

¢ -
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:four Pouinds a Yard in a Brocade, if the Ladies will bt
allow a fuitable Addition of Care in the Cleanlinefs and
-Sweetnefs -of their Perfons: For, the fatyrical Part of
‘Mankind will needs believe, -that it-is.not impofiible,
<0 be very fine and very filthy ; and -that the Capati-
ties of a Lady are fometimes apt 4o fall fhort in culti-
vating -Cleanlinefs\and |Finiery together.|) I fhall only
add, upon fo tender a Subjet, what a pleafant Gen-
‘tleman faid eonceminE a filly Woman of Quality;
-that nothing could -make her fupportable but cutting
-off her Head ; for his Ears were-offended by her
‘Tongue, and his Nofe by her Hair and Teeth.

I am wholly ‘at a Lofs how to advife you in the

-Choice of Company ; which, however, is a Point of |

as great Importance as any in your Life. If your ge-
neral Acquaintance be among Ladies who are your
Equals or Superiors, lfarovided they have nothing of
what is commonly called an ill Reputation, you think
you are fafe ; and thisin the Style of the World will
s for Company. Whereas, I am afraid it will
hard for you to pick out one Female-acquaintance
in this Town, from whom you may not be in mani-
feft Danger of contrating fome Foppery, AffeQation,
Vanity, Folly, or Vice. gYom' only fafe Way of con-
wverfing with them, is by a firm Refolution to proceed
in your Pratice and Behaviour, dire@ly contrary to
whatever they fhall fay or do: And, this I take to be
a general Rule, with very few Exceptions. For
Inftance, in the Doflrines they ufually deliver to young
‘married Women for managing their Hufbands ; their
feveral Accounts.of their own Conduét in that Parti-
«ular, to recommend it to your Imitation; the Re-
flexions they make.upon others of their Sex for a&tin,
differently ; their Dire@ions how to come off wil
‘ViQory .upon any Difpute or:Quarrel you may have
with your Hufband ; the Asts by which you may dil-
cover and pra&ife upom:his weak Side ; when to work
by Flattery and Infinuation ; :when to melt him with
Tears; and when to engage him.with a high Hand.
In thefe, and a thoufand other Cafes, it-wiﬁ.be -
. : ’ cnt
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dent to retain as niany of their Leures in your Me-
mory as you-can, and then determine to a&t in full
Ogipoﬁtion to them all.

bope your Hufband will interpofe his- Authority,
to limit-you- in-the Trade. of Vifiting : Half-a-Dozen
Fools are in all Confcience as many as you fhould re~
quire ; and it will be fufficient! for (you (to/ fee_them
twice 2 Year: For I think the Fathion doth not exa&k
that . Vifits fhould be paid to Friends.- )

I advife that your Company at home thould con-
ift of Men rather than Women. To fay the Truth,
I never yet knew a tolerable Woman to be fond of
her own Sex: I confefs, when both are mixed and
well. chofen,: and put’ their beft Qualities forward,
there may be an Intercourfe of Civility and Good-
will ; which, with the Addition of fome Degree of
Senfe, can make Converfation or any Amufement a-—
greeable. But a Knot of Ladies, got together by
themfelves, is a very School of Impertinence and De-
traltion; and it is well if thofe be.the worft.  _

Lzt your Men-acquaintance be of your Hufband’s.

hoice, and not. recommended. to you. by any She-
companions ; becaufe they will certainly fix a Cox-
comb upon you ; and it will coft you fome Time and.
Pains before you can arrive at the Knowledge of di-
ﬁinﬁuilhing fach a one from a Man of Senfe.

EVER take a Favourite Waaiting-maid into your
Cabinet-council,. to- entertain you with- Hiftories of
thofe Ladies whom fhe.hath formerly ferved ;.of their
Diverfion and their Drefles ;- to infinuate how great
a Fortuneé you brought, and how little you are allow-
ed to fquander ;-to appeal to herfrom your Hufband,
and to%e determined by her Judgment, becaufe you
are fure it-will be always for you; to-receive and
difcard Servants by her Approbation, or Diflike ; to
engage you by her Infinuations into Mifonderftand-
Ings with your beft Friends ; to reprefent all Things
in falf:1 Colours, agd to be the: compmon Emiffary of

Yz S B
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Bur, the grand Affair of your Life will be t6 gﬁ iy
and mfervegt;cml?ﬁendﬂﬁp and Efteem of your Hif-
bam{ Your are married to a Man of goed Education
and Learning, of an excellent Underftanding, and an
exa& Tafte. It is true, and it is happy for you, that
thefe Qualities in him are'adorned with great Modetfty,
a moft amiable Sweetnefs of Temper, and an unufual
Difpofition to Sobriety and Virtae : But neither Good~
nature, nor Virtue, will fuffer him to efteem you a-
gainft his Judgment ; -and although he be not capable
of ufing you ill, -yet you will, in time, giowa Thing:
indifferent, and perhaps contemptible; unlefs you can
fapply the: Lofs of Youth and Beauty with more de-
- Jagre Qualities. You have bat a few Years to be
young and handfome in the Eyes of the World ; and
as few Months to be fo in the Eyes of a- Hufband,
who is not a Fool ; for, I hope, you do not ftilt dream -
" of Charms and Raptures ;; which Marriage ever did,
and ever will put- a fodden End to. Bdglcek:, -your’s
wis a Match of Prudence, and common Good-liking,
without any Mixture of that ridiculous Pafion which
hath no Being, but in Pliy-books 3nd Romances.
‘You muft, therefore, ufe all Endeavours to attain
to fome Degree of thofe Accomplifhments, which your
Hufband motft valueth in othér People, and for which
he is moft valued himfelf. You muft improve your
Mind, by clofely: purfuing fuch a Method of Study,
as I fhall dire&t or a ¢ of. You muft get 2 Col-
le&tion of Hiftory and Travels, which I will recom-
mend to you; and fpend, fome Hours evéry Day in
reading them, and making Extraéts from them, if your
Memory be weak. You muft'invite Perfons of Know-
ledge and Underftanding to an Actiuaintance with you,
by whofe Converfation you may learn to corre& your
‘Tafte and Judgment: when you can bring your-
felf to comprehend and relith the good Senfe of others;
you will arrive, in Time, to think rightly yourfelf,
and to become a reafonabie and :‘ireeable Companion.
‘This muft produce in your and a uue'ml':n:al
R Ve
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Love and Efteem for you, which old Age will not di~
minith. He will have a Re, for your Judgment
and Opinion, in Matters of the greateft Weight ; you
will be able to entertain each other, without a third
Perfon to’relieve you, I:X finding Difcourfe. The
Enduements of your Mind will even make. your Pere
fon-more agreeable to him'; 'and-when you are-alone,
your Time will not ly heavy upon your Hands, for
Want of fome trifling Amufement.

As litde Refpe@ as I have for the Generality of
your Sex, it hath fometimes moved me with Pity, ta
fee the Lady of the Houfe forced to withdraw, im-
mediately after Dinner, and this in Families where
there is not much Drinking ; asif it were an eftablifhed
Maxim, that Women are incapable of all Converfation.
In a Room where*both Sexes meet, if the Men are
difcourfing upon any general Subje&, the Ladies never
think . it their Bufinefs to partake in what pafleth; but,
in a feparate Club, entertain each ether with the Price
and Cgoiqe of Lace and Silk, and what Drefles they
liked, or difapproved at the Church, or the Play-houfe.
And when you are among yourfelves, how naturally,
after the firft Compliments, do you apply your Hands
to each others-Lappets, and Ruffles, and Mantuas ;
as if the whole.Bufinefs of your Lives, and the pu-
blick Concern of the World,, J;pended |;_pon the Cutor
Colour of your Petticoats ? ‘As Divimes fay, That fome
People take more Pains to be damned, thgn it would
coft them to be faved ;. fo your Sex employ more
Thought, Memory, and Application to be Fools, than
wonll:lgfcrve to make them wife. and ufeful. When I
refleét on this,. I cannot conceive yoa. to be human
Creatures, but a Sort of Species hardly a De
above a Monkey ;. who hath more diverting Tricks
than any of you ; is an Animal lefs mifchievous and
expenfive ; might, in Time, be a tolerable Critick in
Velvet and Brocade; and, for ought I know, would
equally become them. .

I would have you look upon Finery as a neceffary
Eolly, which all great Ladics did whom I have ever
T Y3 : known &
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known : T do not defire you to be out of the Fifhion,.

but to be the laft and leaftin it: I expet that your
Drefs fhall be one Degree lower than your Fortuné can
"afford : And, in your Heart, T would wifh yon to be
an utter Contemner of all Diftinftions which a finer
Petticoat can give you ; becaufe, it will neither make
you richer, handfomer, younger, better-natured, shore
wirtuous, or wile, than ifith upon a Peg.
Ir you are in Oompanywi;lng/len of Learnifig ; al:
though they happen to difcourfe of Arts and Sciénces
out of your Compafs, yet you will gather more Ad-

vantage by liftening to them, than from all the Non- -

fenfe and Frippery of rour own Séx : Buat, if they bé
Men of Breeding as well as Learning, they will feldom
enﬁnge in any Converfation where you ought not tobe
& Hearer, and in Time have your Part.  If they talk
of the Manners and Cuftoms of the feveral Kingdoms
of Earope; of Travels into remote Nations ; of the
State of their own Country'; or of the great Men and
Ad&ions of Greece and Rome: I they give their Judg-
ment upon Englifp and French Writers, either in Verfe
or Proi%:x;’ or of the Nature and Limits of Virtue and
Vice ; it is 2 Shame for arr Engli/b Lady -not to relith.
fuch Difcourfes, not to improve by them, and endes:
vour by Reading and Information, to have Ler Share

in thofe Entertainments ; rather than tarn afide, as it{

is the ufpal Caftom, and confult with the Woman who
fits next her,. about 2 new Cargo of Fans.

It is alittle hard, that not one Gentleman’s Daugh-
ter in a thoufand, fhould be biought to read, or un-
derftand her own natural Toigue, or be Judge of the

“eafieft Books that are written in it; as any one may
find, who can have the Patichce to hear them, when
they are difpofed to mangle a Play or Novel, where
the'leaft Word ‘out of the common Road, is fure to
difconcert them ; and’it is no Wonder, when they aré
not fo much as taught to {pell in"their Childhood, nor
can ever attain to it in their whole Lives. I advifé.

you, therefore, to read aloud, more or lefs, every Day

to your Hufband, if be will permit you, or to.anp

|
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other: Friend, (but not a female one) who i$ able to
fet youright : And as for Spelling, you maﬁ compafs
itin Time, by making Colle@ions from the Books you
rad. : .

1 know very well, that thofé who. are commonly
called legmed Womien, have loft-allManner-of €redit
by their impertinent Talkativenefs,” and Conceit of
themfelvés : But there is an eafy Remedy for this ; if
you once corifider, that, after al{the Pains you may be.
at, you neve¥ can arrive;in point of Learning, to thé
Perfeltion of a School-boy. Buit the Reading I would
advife you to, isonly for Improvement of your o
§ood Senfe, which will never fail of being mend

y Difcretion. It is'a wrong Method, and ill Choice
of Books, that'make thofe learned Ladies juft fo much
the worfe for what they have read. And therefore, it
thall be my Cate to dire& you better; a Tafk for whick
1 take myfelf to bé not ill qualified’; becaufe I have .
fpent more Tini¢, and have had more Opportunities.
than many others, to obferve, and difcover from what .
Sources the various Follies of Women are derived. *
* PrAy obferve, how infignificant Things are the
common Rice of Ladies, wfen, they have pafled theic

-Youth and Beauty ; how contemptible they appear to
the- Men, and yet more contcmgtible to ‘the younger
Part of their own Sex; and havé no Relief but irt’
"pafling their’ Afternoons in Vifits, where they are ne-

ver acceptable ; 'and their Evenings at Cards among
each other ; while the former Part of the Day is fpent
in Spléen and Envy, or in vain Endeavoars to repair

by Are and Drefs the Ruins .of Time ; Whereas, I
have known Ladies at fixty, to whom all the polite

Part of the Court and Town paid their Addrefies ;
without any farther View ‘than that of enjoying thé
Pleafure of their Converfation. L :

I am’ ignorant-of dny one Quality that is athiable
in & Man, which is not equally foin 2 Woman. 1da
not except-eveti Modefty, and Gentlenefs of Nature.
Nordo I knew one Vice or Folly, which is hiot eg;a“ll :
 detcftable in botk, ‘Fhere s, iadeed, one In m:i

' W.
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which is: ly allowedyou, I-mean that of Cow-
ardice. Yet there fhould feem to be fomething very.

capricious, that when Women profefs their Admiration
for a Colc:inel or a Captain, on a¢count of his Valour ;.
they fhould fancy it a ceful becoming Quality

in themielves, to be a;':a:r'{ig:;thdr own Shagdc?;s; to
fcream in a Barge, when the Weather is calmett, or in.
a:Coach at the Ring; to run from a Cow at an hon-
dred. Yards Diftance ; to fall into Fits at the Sight of a
Spider, an Earwig, or.a Frog. At leaft, if Cowardice’
Be a Sign of Cruelty, (as its generally fﬁnt«l) Icaw
hardly think it an Accomplithment fo defirable, as to
bie thought worthy of improving by Affe@ation.

ANp as the fame Virtues equally become both
Sexes ; fo there is no Quality whereby Women endea-
vour to diftinguith themfelves from Men, for which
they are not juft.fo much.the worfe;; except that only
of Refervednefs ;- which, however, as you generally .
manage.it, is nothing elfe but Affe@ation, or Hypo-
crify.  For, as you cannot too much difcountenance
thofe of our Sex, who prefume to take.unbecoming Lix
‘herties before you ; fo you ought to be wholly uncon~:
firained in the Company of de%erving Men, when you
have had fufficient Experience of their Difcretions

THERE is never Wantin%in_ this Town, a Tribe of
bold, fwaggering, ta.tth&g dies, whofe Talents pafs
among Coxcombs.for Wit and Humour.:. Their Ex-
cellency lieth in rude choquing Expreflions, and
what they call running a man dowon. If a Gentleman
in their Cothpany, happen to have any Blemith in his
Birth, or Perfon ; if any Misfortune hath befallen his
- Family, or himfelf, for whichhe is athamed ; they
will be fure to give him bread Hints of.it, without
any Provocation.. I. would recommend you to the Aec-
quaintance of a common Proftitate, rather than tq

at- of fuch -Termagants as thefe. I have often
thought that no Man is ebliged to fuppofe ftich Crea»
tures to be Women ; but .to treat them like infolent
Rafcals, difguifed in Female' Habits, who.ought te
be fripped,. and kicked down Stairss. -

- s =
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I will add .one Thing, although it be a lLttle out
of Place ; which is to defire, that you will learn to
*value and efteem your Hufband, for thofe good Qua-~
lities which he really poffefleth ; and not to fancy o-

~thers in him, which he certainly hath not. For, al-
though this latter be generally underftood fora Mark
of Love, yet it is indeed nothing but Affe&ation, or ill
Judgment. Itis true, the Perfan you have chofen want-
eth fo very few Accomplithments, that you are in no
great Danger of erring on this Side : But my Caution
1s occafioned- by a Lady of your Acquaintance, mar-
ried to a very valuable Perfon, whom yet fhe is fo un-
fortunate as to be always commending for thofe Per-
feQions, to which he can leaft pretend. .

I can give you no Advice upon the Article of Ex-

nce ; only, I think, you ou%{xt to be well informed

ow much your Hufband’s Revenue amounteth to,
and be fo good a Camputer, as to keep within it, in
that Part of the Management which gﬂcth to your
Share ; and not to put yourfelf in the Number of thofe
politick Ladies, who think they gain a great Point,
when they have teazed their Hufbands to buy them a
new Equipage, a laced Head, or a fine Petticoat;
without once corfidering what long Scores remain un-
paid to the Butcher. T
I defire you will keep this Letter in your Cabinet,
and often examine impartially your whole Conduck
by it: And fo God blefs you, and make you a fair
Example to your Sex, and a perpetual Comfort to
' ¥ur Hufband, and your Parents. I am, with great
ruth and Affe&ion,

Mapawn,
Your moft faithful Friend,
" And bumble Servant.

THE
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NUMBER I

. Ipfe per ommes
Ibir_perfonas, et turbam reddet in unam.

©  “Whitten'in Iréland in the Year ryas.

- HE Players having now almoft done with the
Comedy called the Beggars Opera, for the
. Seafon ; it may be no unpleafantSpeculation,

o refle& a little upon this Dramatick Picce, {o fingu-

lar in the Subje& and Manner, fo much an Original;
and which hath frequently given fo very agreeable an
Entertainment.

AvrTtHOUGH an ‘evil Tafle be very apt to prevail,
both here and in London ; yet there is a Point which
whoever can rightly touch, will never fail of pleafing
a very great Majority ; fo great, that the Diflikers,
-eut of Dulnefs or Affe&tation, will be filent, and for~
‘ced to fall in with the Herd : The Point I mean, is
- what we call Humour ; which," in its Perfection is al-
lowed to be much erable to Wit ; if it be not ra-
ther the moft ufeful, and agreeable Species of it.

I agree with Sir William Temple, that the Word is

culiar to our Engli/s Tongue; but I differ from him
an the Opinion, that the Thing itfclf is peculi;rthm
: ]
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the Englip Nation, becaufe, the contrary may be '
found in many Spanib, Italian, and Fremch Produfi-
ons: Ani&anicuhrly, whoever hath a Taffe for true
Humour, find an handred Inftances of it, in thofe
Volumes printed in Frasce, under the Name of Le
Theatre Italien : 'To fay nothing of Rabelais, Cervan-
dgesy and mn;i others, .

ow I take the Comedy, or Farce, (or whatever
Name the Criticks will allow it) called the Beggars
Opera, to excel in this Article of Humour ; and upon
that Merit to have met with fuch prodigious Succels
dboth here and in England. . |

As to Postry, Eloguence, and Mufick, which are faid
to have moft Power over the Minds of Men; itis
«certain, that very few have a Taffe or Fudgment of the
Excellencies of the two former; and if a Man fuc-
ceed in either, it is upon the Authority of thofe fw
Fudges, that lend their Tafte to the Bulk of Readers, -
who have none of their own. I am told, there are
- asfew good Judges ir Mufick ; and-that gmong thofe
who crowd the Opera’s, Nine in Ten go thither
merely out of Curiofity, Fafbion, or Affeétation. \

But a Taffe for Humour, is in fome Manner fixed to
the very Nature of Man, and generally obvious to
-the Vulgar, excgat upon Subjets too refined, and fu-

ior to their Underftanding.

Axp, as this Taffs of Humeur, is purely nagural, o
is Humour itfelf ; neither is it a Talent confined to Men
of Wit, or Learring ; for we obferve it fometimes a-
mong common Servants, and the m2aneft of the

e, while the very Owners are often ignorant of
the Gift they poffefs. o

I know very well, that this happy Zaknt is con-
temptibly treated by Criticks, umre); the Name of
dow Humonr,.or low Comedy; but I know likewife,
-that the Spaniards and Italians, who are allowed to
have the moft Wit of any Nations in. Exrope, .do moft
excel in it, and do moft efteem it.

By what Difpofition of the Mind, what Influence
of the Stars, or. what Situation of the Climate, this

. ' Enducment
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fEaduement is beftowed upon Mankind, may be a
" “Quettion fit for Philofophers to difcufs. Itis eertainly
the beft Ingredient towards that Kind of Satyr, which
-is moft ufeful, and gives the Jeaft Offence; which,
inftead of la(hinf, laugheth Men out of their Follies,
and Vices; and is the Charaler that giveth Horace
-the Preference to Juvenal )]

Anxp, although fome Things are too ferious, fo-
lemn or facred to be turned into Ridicule, yet the
Abufes of them are certainly not; fince it is allowed,
that Corruptions in Religion, Politicks and Law, may
be proper Topicks for this Kind of Sayr.
o THERE are two Ends that Men propofe in writing
*Satyr ; one of them lefs noble than the other, -as re-

ding nothing further than the private Satisfattion,
and Pleafure of the Writer; but without any View
towands perfonal Malice : 'The other is a publick Spirit,
.prompting Men of Genius>and Virtue, to mend the

orld as far as they are able. And as both thefe Ends
are innocent, fo the Jatter is highly commendable.
With regard to theformer, I demand, whether I have
not as good aTitle to laugh, as Men have to be ridi-
culous ; and to expofe Vice, as another hath to be viti-
ous. If LridiculetheFollies and Corruptions of a Court,
aMinifiry, or & Senate ; are they not amply paid by
Penfions, Titles, and Powver, while, I expeét, and defire
no otherReward, than that of laughing with a few
Friends in .2 Corner ? Yet, if thofe who take Offence,
:think “me in the Wrong, I am ready to change the
‘Sceme with them, whenever they pleafe.

“Bur, if my Defign be to make Mankind better ;
-then I think it is my Duty ; at leaft, I am fure it is the
Jntereft of thofe very Courts and Minifiers, whofe Fol-
lies or Vices I ridicule, to reward me for my good In-
tentions : For, if it be reckoned a high Point of Wif-
dom to get the Laughers on our Sige; it is much
more eafy, as well as wife, to get thofe on our Side,
who can make Millions laugh when they pleafe.

My Reafon for mentioning Courts, and Miniffcrs,
((whom I naver think on, Fut avith the moff profound

Vou. L. zZ Veneration)
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Veneration) is, becaufe an Opinion obtains, that i
the Beggars Opera, there appeareth to be fome Re--
flexion upon Courtiers and Statefmen, whereof I am
by no means a Judge. |

It is true, indeed, that Mr. Gay, the Author of
this Piece, hath been fomewhat fingular in the Courfe
of his Fortunes; for ithath happened, that after four-
teen Years attending the Cawrt, with'a large Stock of |
real Merit, a modeft and agreeable Converfation, 2
bundred Promifes, and five bundred Friends, hath failed |
of Preferment ; and upon a very weighty Reafon.

- He lay under the Sufpicion of having written a Libel, |

or Lampoon againft a great * Minifter. "Itis u;c(

that great Minifter was demonftratively convin

and publickly owned his Conviftion, that Mr. Gar
was not the Author ; but having Jain under the Su-
fpicion, it feemed very juft, that he fhould fuffer the

* Punifhment ; becaufe in this’ moft reformed Age, the

Virtues of a primé Minifter are no more to be fufpe@-
ed, than the Chattity of Ce/ar’s Wife. 1
It muft be allowed, that the Beggars Opera’is not
the firft of Mr. Gay’s Works, wherein he hath been
faulty with regard to Courtiers, and Statefinen. For,
to omit his other Pieces ; even in his Fables, publifhed
within two years paft, and dedicated to the Duke of
CumeerLAND, for which he was promifed a Reward,
he hath been thought fomewhat too bold upon the

"Courtiers.  And although it.be highly probable, be

meant only the Courticrs of former.Times, yet he afted
unwarily, by not confidering that the Malignity of
fome People might mifinterpret what he faid, to the
Difadvantage of prefent Perfons and Affairs. -

But I have now ‘done with Mr. Gay as a Politi-

- cian ; and fhall confider him henceforward only as Au-

thor of the Beggars Opera, wherein he hath, by 2

"Turn of Humour entirely new, placéd Vices of all

Kinds in the ftrongeft and moft odious Light; and

thereby, done eminent Service, both to Religion and
Morality.

* Sir ROBERT WALP o'u;, afterwards Earl of orford,
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Morality.  This appeareth from the unparallelled
Sticcefs he hath met with. All Rarnks, Parties, and
Denominations of Men, either crowding to fee his
Opera, or reading it with Delight in their Clofets ;
even Miniflers of State, whom he is thought to have
moft offended (next to thofe whom the A&ors repre--
fent) appearing frequently\/\at.|thel (Theatre) 1 from a
Conf{cioufnefs of their own Innocence, and to con-
vince the World -how unjuft a Parallel, Malice, Envy,
and Difaffection to the Government have made.

1 am affured that feveral worthy Clergymen in this
Gity, went privately to fee-the Beggars Opera repre-
fented ; and that the feering- Coxcombs in the Pit,
amufed themfelves with making Difcoveries, and
fpreading the Names of thofe Gentlemen round the
Audience. ,

I fhall not- pretend to vindicate - a Clergyman,
who would appear openly in his Habit at a Theatre,
waith fuch a vicious Crew, as might probably ftand
round him -at. fuch Gomedies, am% profane Tragedies,
as are often reprefented.” Befides, I know very well,
that Perfons oftheir. Fun&ion are bound to avoid the
Appearance-of Evil, or of giving Caufe of Offence.
Bat when the Lords Ghancellors, who are Keepers of
the King’s Confcience ; wheén the Fudges of the Land,
whofe 'Fitle is Rewverend; when Ladies, who are
bound by the Rules of their Sex to the ftriGteft Decen-
cy, appear in the:Theatre without Cenfure ; I cannot
anderftand; why. a young Clrgyman, who- cometh
concealed, out of Curiofity to fee anm innocent and
moral Play, fhould be {0 highly:condemned : Nordo I
much approve the Rigour of a great Prelate, who faid,
He hoped none of his Clergy were there. 1 am glad to
hear there are no weightier Objetions againft that Re-
verend Body planted in'this City, and I wifh there
never may. But I fhould be very forry, thatany of
them fhould be fo weak, as to imitate a ¥ Coxrs-Chap-

Z2 " laim

® Dr. HERRING, Chaplein to the Sociéty at Lincoln’s Tnn,
afterwards Bifbop of Bangor, and after that Archbifbop of York.
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lain in EncLAND, Who preached againft-the Beggars
Opera ; which will probably do more Good, than a
thoufand Sermons of fo ftupid, fo injudicious, and fo .
profitute a Divine. X .

In this happy Performance of Mr. Gay’s all the
Charaéers are juft, and none of them carried beyond
Nature, or hardly/\beyond Practice! 1 It/difcovers the
whole Syftem of that Commonwealth, or that Zmpe-
rium in Imperio of Iniquity, eftablithed among us, by
which neither our Lives nor our Properties are fecure,
either in the High-ways, or in publicie Affemblies, or
even in our own Houfes. It fhews the miferable Lives
and the conftant Fate of thofe abandoned Wretebes:
For how little they fell their Lives and Souls; betrayed
by their Whores, their Comrades, and the Receievers and

urchafers of thofe Thefts and Robberies. 'This Co-
medy containeth likewife a Satyr, which, without in-
quiring whether it affects the prefent Age, may poffi-
bly be ufeful in Times:to come. I mean, where the
Author takes the Occafion of comparing thofe common
Robbers of thé Publick, and their feveral Stratagems of
betraying, undermining, and hanging each other, to
the feveral Arts of Politicians in Times of Corruption.

Tuis Comedy likewife expofeth with great Juftice,
that unnatural Fafte for Italiax Mufick ameng us,
which is wholly. unfuitable to our Northern Climate,
and the Gensus of the People, whereby we are over-
run withe Jtalian Effeminacy, .and Jtalian Nonfenfe.
An old Gentleman {aid to me, that many Years ago,
when the Pra&ice of an unnatural Vice grew frequent
in London, and many were profecuted for it, he was
fure it would be the Fore-runner of Jtalian Operas and
Singers; and then we fhould have nothing ﬁut Stab-
bing or Poifoning, to make us perfett Jtalians.

5»0)« the whole, I deliver my Judgment, That
nothing but fervile Attachment to a Party, Affeftation
of Singularity, lamentable Dulnefs, miftaken Zeal, or
ﬁpdiccf Hypocrify, can have the leaft reafonable Ob-
jection againtt this excelient moral Performance of the
Celebrated Mr. Gaxy., . :

THE
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NUMBER V.

Written in the YEAR 1928.. °

THERE is no Talent fo ufeful towards rifing in-
the World, or which putteth Men more out
of the Reach of Fortune, than that Quality

generally pofiefied by the- dulleft. Sort of Men, in-

common Speech called Difiretion ; a Species of lower-

Prudence, by the Afliftance of which, People of the

meaneft IntelleCtuals, without any other Qualification,

pafs through the World in great Tranquillity, and with
univerfal good Treatment, neither giving nor taking

Offence. Courts are feldom unprovided. of Perfons.

under this Charater; on whom, if they happen to

be of great Quality, moft Employments, even the
greateft, natarally fall, when Competitors will not
agree ; and in fuch Promotions, no body rejoiceth or
ieveth. The Truth of this I could prove by feveral
nftances, within my own Memory, (for.I fay no-

thing of prefent Times).
Z 3 Anp,.
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Anp, indeed, as Regularity and Forms are of great
Ufe in carrying on the Bufinefs of the World, fo it is
ve%,oonvenient, that Perfons endued with this Kind
of Difcretion, fhould have the Share which is proper
to their Talents, in the Condu& of Affairs; but, by
no means meddle in Matters which require Gensus,
ﬁaming, Sirony Comprebenfion, Quicknefs of Conception,

lagranimity, Generofity, Sagacity, or any other fupe-
rior Gift of humanﬁMindf. ﬁecanl_‘e, this Sortpzf
Diferetion, is ufually attended with a ﬂ:ton% Defire of.
Money, and few Scruples about the Way of obtaining
it ; with fervile Flattery and Submiffion ; with a Want.
‘of all publick Spirit or Principle; with a perpetual:
wrong fud ent, when the Owners come into Power
and high Place, how to difpofe of Favour and Prefer--
ment; having no Meafure for Merit and Virtue in o--
thers, but thofe very Steps by which themfelves a-
fcended ; nor the leaft Intention of doing Good, or
Hurt to the Publick ; farther than either one or the.
other is likely to be fubfervient to their own Security, .
or Intereft.. Thus, being void of all Friendfhip and
Enmity, they never complain or find fault with the
Times; and indeed never have Reafon.

MEN of eminent Parts and Abilities, as well as
Virtues, do fometimes rife in Courss,.fometimes in the
Law, and fometimes even in the Chwch. Such were
the Lord Bacon, the Earl of Strafford, Archbithop
Laud in the Reign of King Charles 1. and others in
our own Times, whom I fhall not name. But thefe
and many more, under different Princes, and in diffe-
rent Kingdoms, werc difpraced,. ar banifped, or fuffer-
ed Death, merely in Envy to their Virtues and {upe-
rier Genius, which emboldened them in great Exi-
gencies and Diftrefes of State, (wanting a reafonable
Infufion of this Aldermanly Difcretion) to attempt the
Service of their Prince and Country, out of the com--
mon Forms.

‘Tui1s evil Fortune which generally attendeth extra--
ordinary Men in the Management of great Affairs,
hath been imputed to divers Caufes, that need n;t be |
. ’ cre 1



Ne g, The INTELLIGENCER. 259

here fet down, when fo obvious a one occurreth ; if
what a * certain Writer obferveth, be true ; that aben -
a great Genius appeareth in the World, the Dunces are-
df in Confederacy againff bim. And, if this be his..
Fate, when he employetlr his Talents wholly in his-
Clofet, . without interfering with any Man's Ambition,.
or Avarice ; what maft hc ‘expe& when he.ventureth:.
out to feek for Preferment in a Gourt, but univerfal Op~
gﬁﬁon, when he is mounting the Ladder, and every

and ready to tarn him off, when he.is at the Top?-
And in this Point; Fortune generally a&teth directly.
contrary to Nature.; for in Nature. we find, that Bo--
dies full of Life and Spirit mount-eafily, and are hard.
to fall ; whereas, heavyBodies are hard to rife, and-
come down with greater Velocity, in Proportion to-
their Weight :. But we find Fortune every Day aling
juft the Reverfe of this.

THis Talent of Difcretion, as E.have-defcribed it
in its feveral Adjun@s and Circamftanees, is no where -
fo ferviceable as to the Clergy ; to whole Preferment.
nothing is {o fatal as the Charalter of Wit, Politenofs
in Reading,. or Manners, or that Kind of Behaviour,
which we contra& by having too much converfed.
with Perfons of.high Station- and Eminency ; thefe
Qualifications- being reckoned by the Vulgar of all:
Ranks, to be Marks of Lewvity, which is the laft Crime
the world will pardon in a Clergyman : To this I'may.
add a free Manner of.{peaking in.mix'd Company, and.
too frequent an Appearance in Places of much Refort,
which are equally noxious to fpiritaal Promotion.

I have known, indeed, a few Exceptions to forme
Parts of thefe Obfervations. I have feen fome of the.
dulleft Men alive aiming at Wit ; and others, with as
little Pretentions, affeéting Politenefs in Manners and
Difcourfe ; but, never being able to petfuade the World
of their Guilt, they, grew into confiderable Stations,
upon the firm Affurance which all People had of their-

. Diferetion ;.

* Vide the Autbor’s Thoughts on verions Subjeli,
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Diferetion ; becanfe they were a Size too low, to de-- -
ccive the World to their own Difadvantage. But this,
T confefs, is a Trial too dangerous often to engage in.

Tuexe is a known Story of a Clergyman,. who was-
recommended for a Preferment by fome great Man-
at Court, to an * Archbifhop.. His Grace faid, he had
heard that the Clergyman' ufed to play 'at Wbift and
Saupbbers: That as to playing now and then a fober-
Game at Wit for Paftime, it ‘might be pardoned ;
but he could not digeft thofe wicked Savobbers; and it:
was with fome Pains that my Eord Semmers could un--
deceive him. Iafk, by what Talents we may fuppofe
that great Prelate afcended fo high ; or what Sort of
Qualifications he would expett in thofe whom he took:
into his Patronage, or would probably recommend-
to Court, for the-éeovernment'-of diftant Churches.

Two Clergymen, in my Memory, fteod Candidates.
for a fmall Free-fchool*in Yorkthire; where a Gentle-
man of Quality and Intereft in the Country, who hap-

ened- to- have a better-Underftanding than his Neigh--
gours, procured the Place for him who was the bet--
ter Scholar, and more- gentlemanly Perfon of the two;
very much to the Regret of all the Parith. The other
being difappointed, came up to London, where he be-
came the greateft Pattern of this lower Diferetion that
I have known, and poffefled with as heavy IntelleGtu~-
als ; which, together with the Coldnefs of his Temper,
and Gravity of his Deportment, earried him fafe
through many-Difficulties : And he lived and died in-
a great Station; while his Competitor is too obfcure-
for Fame to tell us what became of him.

TH1s Species of Diferetion, which I fo much cele«
brate, and do moft heartily recommend, hath one-
Advantage not yet mentioned; that it will carry a
Man fafe through all the Malice and Variety of Par-
sies, {o far, that whatever Fation happeneth to be up-
permoft, his Claim is ufually allowed for a- Share of

- what

* Dr, Tenifon, late Arcbbifoop of Canterbury,
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what is goingl.: And the Thing feemeth to me hiﬁhly
reafonable : Forin all great Changes, the prevading
Side is ufually fo tempeftuous, that it wants the Bal-
laft of thofe, whom the World calleth moderate Men,
and 1 call Men of Diferetion; whom People in Power
may with little Ceremony load as heavy as they pleafe,
drive them through the hardeft and deepeft Roads with-
out Danger of foundering, or breaking their Backs ;.
and will ge fure to find them neither refty nor vicious.

I will here give the Reader a fhort Hiftory of two -
Clergymen in England, the Charafters of each, and-
the Pregrefs of their Fortunes in the World: By which:
the Force of worldly Difcretion, and the bad Cenfe=
quences from the Want. of that Virtue, will firongly:
appear. :
€ORUSODES, an Oxford Student, and a-Farm--
er’s Son, was never abfent from Prayers or Lefture ;.
nor once out of his College after Tom had tolled. He- -
fpent, every Day, ten Hours in his Clofet, in reading
his Courfes, dozing, clipping Papers,. or dearning his.
Stockings: which laft he performed to Admiration,
He could be foberly drunk at thie Expence of others,
with College Ale, and- at thofe Stafons-was always mofi
devout. He wore the fame Gown five Years, with«
out draEtl)xzag or tearing.. He never once. looked into.:
a Play-book, or a-Poem.. He read Virgi/ and Ramus.
in the fame Cadence, but with a very different Tafte. .
He never underflood a Jeft, or had the leaft Conce--
ption of Wit.

For otie Saying he flandeth.in Renown to this Day..
Being with fome other Students aver a- Pot of Ale,..
ene of the Company faid fo many pleafant Things,..
that the reft were much diverted, only Corufodes was.
filent and unmoved. When they parted, he called this-
nerry Companion afide, and faid, Sir, I perceive by
your often [peaking, and our Friends laughing, that you
Jpeak many Fefis, and you could not but obferve my Si--
lence.  But, Sir, this is my Humour, I never make a Feft:
wyfelf, nor everdangh at another Man's,
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CORUSODES: thas endued, got into Holy Or-
.ders; having by the moft extreme Parfimony faved’
thirty four Pounds out of avery beggarly Fellowthip;.
went up to London, where his Sifter was Waiting-
woman to a Lady, and fo good a Solicitor, that by her -
Means he was admitted to read Prayers in. the Family
twice-a-day, at ten Shillings’'a Month.' “He had now
acquired a low, obfequious, avkward Bow, anda Ta- -
Ient of grofs Flattery, both in and out .of Seafon; he*
would fhake the Butlér by the Hand ; he:taught the -
Page his Catechifm; and was fometimes admitted to -
dine at the Steward’s Table. In fhort, he got the good
Word of the whole Family ; and was recommended, .
by my Lady for Chaplain to fome other noble Houfes,
by which his Revenue (befides Vales) amounted to a- -
bout thirty Pounds a-Year. His Sifter procured him a:
Scarf from my Lord, (who had a fmall Defign of Gal- -
lantry upon her) ; and by his Lordfhip’s Solicitation, .
he got a Le&urethip in Town of fixty Pounds a-Year;
where he preached conftantly in Perfon, in-a grave-
Manner, with an-audible Voice, a Style ecclefiattick, .
and the Matter (fuch-as.it-was) ‘wel fuited-to the In-

telle&uals of his Hearers. Some Time after,a Coun
Living fell .in my Lord’s Difpofal ; and his Lordfhip,
" Who had now fome Enco ment given him of Suc- -
cefs in his Amour, beftowed the- Living on Corufedes,
who flill kept his LeQureftip and Refidence in Town, .
where he was a conftant Attendant at all Megtings re- -
lating to. Charity, without ever contributing further:
than his. frequent pious Exhortations. I:any Woman.
of better Fafhion in the Parith happened to be abfent-
from Church, they were fure.of a Vifit from him in-
a.Day or two, to chide and to dine with them.
HE had a fele& Number of Poor, conftantly attend-
. ing-at the Street-door-.of hit Lodgings, for whom he-
* was acommon Solicitor, to his former Patronefs, drop-
ping in- his own Half-crown among the Colle&ions,
and taking it-out-when he difpofed of the Money. At
a Perfon of Quality’s Houfe, he would never fit down-
uatil he was thrice bhjd, and then upon the Corner of .
the
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the moft diftant Chair. His whole Demeanor was
formal and ftarched, which adhered fo clofe, that he
could never fhake it off in his higheft Promotion.

His Lord was now in high Employment at Court,
-and attended by him with the moft abject Afliduity ;
and his Sifter being gone off with Child to a private
Lodging, my Lord continued his Graces toGorujodes ;

ot him to be a Chaplain in Ordinary, and in due
.%'ime a Parith in Town, and a Dignity in the Church.

He paid his Curates puntually, at the loweft Salary,
and partly out of the Communion-money ; but gave
them good Advice in Abundance. -He married a Ci-
tizen’s Widow who taught him to put out {fmall Sums
at Ten per Cent. and brought hith acquainted with Job-
.bers in Change-Alley. By her Dexterity, he fold the
Clerkihip of his Parith when it became vacant.

He kept a miferable Houfe, but the Blame was
laid. wholly upon Madam ; for the good Do&tor was
-always at his Books, or vifiting the Sick, or doing e-
ther Offices of Charity and Piety in his Parifh.

HE treated all his Inferiors of the Clergy with a
moft fanftified Pride; was rigoroufly and umiver{ally
cenforious upon all his Brethren of the Gown, on their
firft Appearance in the World, or while they continued
meanly fPrefen’ed ; but gave large Allowance to the
Laity of high Rank, or great Riches ; ufing neither
.Eyes nor Ears for their Faults : He was never fenfib
of the leaft Corruption in Courts, Parliaments, or Mi-
niflries ; but made the moft favourable Conftructions
of all .publick Proceedings: and Power, in whatever
Hands, or whatever Party, was always fecure of his
moft charitable Opinion. He had many wholefome
Maxims ready to excufe all Mifcarriages of State;
Men are but Men; Erunt witia domec homines: And
Ruod fupra mos, nibil ad nos : With feveral others of
equal Weight. '

It would lengthen my Paper beyond Meafure, to
trace out the whole Syltem of his Condu& ; his dread-
ful Apprehenfions of Popery ;- his great Moderation to-
wards Diffenters of all Denominations ; with hearty

/ Withes,
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‘Wifhes, that, by yiclding fomewhat on both Sides,
there might be a general Union among Proteftants ;
his fhort, inoffenfive Sermons in his Turns at Court,
and the Matter exaétly fuited to the prefent Junéture
of prevailing Opinions ; the Arts he ufed to’obtain a
Mitre, by writing againit Epifcopacy ; and the Proofs
he gave of his \Loyalty/ by palliating or defending
the i/lnrder of a martyred Priace.

ExnpvuEep with all thefe Accomplithments, we leave
him in the foll Career of Succefs, mounting faft to-
wards the Top of the Ladder-ecclefiatical, which he
hath a fair Probability to reach, without the Merit of
one fingle Virtue ; moderately flocked with the leaft
valuable Parts of Erudition ; utterly devoid of all Tafe,
Fudgment, or Genius ; and in his Grandeur naturally
chufing to hawl up others after him, whofe Accom-
plithments moft refemble his own ; except his beloved
Sons, Nephews, or other Kindred, be not in Compe-
tition ; or laitly, except his Inclinations be diverted by
thofe who have Power to mortify or further advance
him. - -
EUGENIO fet out from the fame Univerfity, and
about the fame Time with Corufodes : He had the Re-
putation of an Arch-lad at School, and was unforta-
nately poffefled with a Talent for :Poetry, on which Ac-

count he received many chiding Letters from his Fa- -

ther, and grave Advice from:his Tutor. He did not
negle@ his College-learning ; ‘but his chiefStudy was
the Aathors of Antiquity, with a perfett Knowledge
-in the Greet and Roman Tongues. He could never pro-
-cure himfelfto be chofen Fellow ; for it was objected
-againft him, that he had written Verfes, and particu-
larly fome wherein he glanced at a certain Reverend
‘Doctor, famous for Dalnefs : That, he had been feen

-bowing to Ladies as he met them in the Street; and it’

~was proved, that once he had been found dancing in a

iprivate Family with half a Dozen of both Sexes.
HE was the younger Son to a Gentleman of a good
Birth, but {mall Eftate ; and his Father dying, he was
-driven to London,to feek his Fortune : .He gotinto Or-
' . -ders,
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ders, and became Reader in a Parith-church, at twen-
ty Pounds a-Year; was carried by an Oxford Friend
to Will's Coffee-houfe, frequented in thofe Days by
Men of Wit; where in fome Time he had the bad
Luck to be diftinguithed. His fcanty Salary compel-
led him te run deep in Debt for a new Gown and Caf-
fock ; and now and then forced 'him'to'write {ome Pa-

r of Wit or Humour, or preach a Sermon for ten

hillings to fupply his Neceflities. He was a thoufand
times recommended by his poetical Friends to great
Perfons, as a young Man of excellent Parts, who de-
ferved Encouragement ; and received a thoufand Pro-
mifes : . But his i‘lode&y and a generous Spirit, which

difdained the Slavery of continual Application and At-
" tendance, always difappointed him ; making Room for
!srigilant Dunces, who were fure to be never out of

ight.

e had an excellent Faculty in preaching, if he
were not fometimes a little too refined, and apt to
truft too much to his own Way of Thinking and Rea-
foning.

Wgzn, upon the Vacancy of Preferment, he was
hardly drawn to attend upon fome promifing Lord ;
he received the ufual Anfwer, that be came too late, for
it bad been given to another the very Day before. And he
had only the Comfort left, that every body faid, it was
a thoufand Pities fomething could not be done for
poor Mr. Eugenio.

TrE Remainder of this Story will be difpatched in
a few Words. Wearied with weak Hopes, and weaker
Purfuits, he accepted a Curacy in Derbyfbire, of thirty
Pounds a-Year; and when he was five and forty, he
had the great Felicity to be preferred by a Friend of
his Father’s to a Vicarage worth annually fixty Pounds,
in the moft defert Parts of Lincolnfbire ; where, his Spi-
rits quite funk with thofe Reflexions that Solitude and
Difappointments bring, he married 2 Farmer’s Wi-
dow, and is fill alive, utterly undiftinguithed and for-
gotten ; only fome of the Neighbours have-accident-
ally heard, ¢that he bad been a notable Man in bis Youth. -

Vor. I Aa THE
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NUMBER IX

'

ROM frequently refleting upon the Courfe and
F Method of educating Youth in thisand a neigh-
- bouringKingdom, with the general Succefs and
Confequence fhereof, I am come to this Determina~
tion: That Education is always the avor/z in propor-
tion to the Wealth and Grandeur of the Parents: Nor
do I doubt in theleaft, that if the whole World were
now under the Dominion of one Monarch (provided I
might be allowed to chufe abere he fhould lgx the Seat
of his Empire) the only Son and Heir of that Monarch,
would be the worft educated Mortal that ever was
born fince the Creation: And I doubt, the fame Pro--
£ortion will hold through all Degrees and Titles,
om an Emperor downwards, to the common Gentry,

I do not fay, that this hath been always.tlie Cafe 5
for in better Times it was direétly otherwife, and a
Scholar may fill half his Greet and Roman Shelves with
Authors of the nobleft Birth, as well as higheft Virtue.
- Nor do I tax all Nations at prefent with this Defeét ;
for 1know there are fome to be excepted, and parti-
cularly Scot/and, under all the Difadvantages of its Cli-
mate and Soil, if that Happinefs be not rather owing
even to thofe very Difadvantages. What is then to be
‘done, if this Reflexion muft fix on two Countries,
which will be moft ready to take Offence, and which
.of all others it will tie.Jéaft prudent or fafe to offend?
B Aaz ’ Bur
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Bur there is one Circumftance yet more dangerous
. and lamentable: For if, according to the Pofiu/atum
already laid down, the higher Quality any Youth is
of, he is in greater Likelihood to be werfe educated ;
it behoveth me to dread, and keep far from-the Verge
of Scandalum Magnatum.

RerTracTingtherefore that hazardous Pofiulatum 3
1 fhall venture no further at prefent, than to fay, that

hapdo Jome Cﬁ'& in edncltil]:lg&e bs‘;omln of iNohi-

ity and princi entry, might not be i .
Ift" this be notpdelivere':t;y with 8Softnc:fs enon;l:";im
for the future be filent.

In the mean time, let me atk only two Queflions,
which relate to England. I afk firft, how it cometh
about, that, for above fixty Years paft, the chief Con-
duét of Affairs hath been generally placed in Neaw-mes,
with few ®xceptions ¢ The nobleft Blood of Exgland
hath been fhed in the grand Rebellion, many great
Families became extin&, or fupplied by Minors.
‘When the King was reftored, very few of thofe Lords
remained, who began, or at leaft had improved: their
Education, under the happy Reign of King Fames, or
King Charles 1. of which Lords the two principal
were the Marquis of Ormond, and the Earl of Soxsb<
ampton, 'The Minors baving, during the Rebellion
and Ufurpation, either teceived too much Tin&ure of
bad Principles from thofe fanatick Times ; or, coming
to Age at the Reftoration, fell into the Vices of that

diffolute Reign. L ’
- I date from this ZAra the corrupt Method of Eda-
cation among us, and the Confequence thereof, in the
Neceflity the Crown lay under of introducing Neww-men
into the higheft Employments of State, or to the Office
of what we now call Prime Minifters, Men of Art,
Knowledge, Application and Infinudtion, merely for
Want of a Supply among the Nobility. They were
generally (although not always) of good Birth, fome-
times younger Brothers, at other times fuch, who al-
thoug{ inheriting ample Fortunes, yet happened to be
well educated, and provided with Leaming. Such
_ ’ ' under

.
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under that King, were Hyde, Bridgeman, Clifford>
. OfBorn, Godolpkin, Afbley-Cooper : Few ornone under
‘the_ fhort Reign' of “King. Fames 1I. Under King
William ; Sommers, Montague, Churchill, Vernon,
Harry-Boyle, and many others. - Under the Queen;
Harley, 8t Jobn, Harcourt, Trevor, who indeed were
Perfons of the' beft private Families, but unidorned
with Titles. So in the laft Reign, Mr. Robert Walpole,
‘was, for many Years, Prime Minifter, in' which Poft he
‘fill HaPPILY continueth': His Brother Horace is Am-
baflador-Extraordinary to-framce. . Mr. Addifox and
Mr. Craggs, without the leaft Alliance to fupport
them, have been Secretaries of State.- ’ )
Ir the Fa&ts have been thus for above fixty Years
fa.ﬂ, (whereof I could, with a litde further Recol-
e&tion, produce many more Inftances) I would afk
again, how it hath happened, that, in a Nation plen-
ti%ully abounding with Nobility, fo great a Share in
the moft important Parts of publick Management,
“hath been for fo long 2 Period chiefly entrufted to Com-
" moners ; unlefs fome Omiffions or Defe&s of the high-
eft Import, may be charged upon thofe, to whom the
€are of educating our noble Youth hath been commit-
ted ? For, if there be any Difference between human
Creatures in the Point ofy natural Parts, as we.ufvally
call them; it fthould.feem, that the Advantage lieth
on the Side of Children born from noble wealthy Pa-
“ vents ; the fame traditional Sloth and Luxury, which
" rendér their Body weak and effeminate, perhaps re-
fining and giving a freer Motion to the Spirits, beyand
“what can be expeted from the grofs, robuft Iflue of
- meaner Mortals. Add to this, the peculiar Advan-
tages, which all young Noblemen poffefs, by the
Privileges of their Birth; fuch as a free Accefs to
Courts, .and a Deference paid to their Perfons.

BuT as my Lord Bacon chargeth it for a Fault on
Princes, that they are impatient to compafs Ends,
without givinithcmfclves the Trouble of copfulting
or executing the Means ; fo, perhaps, it may be the
Difpofition of young Nobles, either from the Indul-

: Aag gence
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gencel oagh Parenttsl; Tt::on and Govemners, or their

own Inaltivity, that they expett the Accomplifbments

of a good Education, without the leaft ﬁ:gcncc_ of
Time or Study to acquire them.

WhaT I faid laft, I am ready to retra&. -For the
Cafe is infinitely worfe; and the very Maxims fet up to
dire& modern Education, are cnongh''to deftroy all the
Seeds of Knowledge, Honour, Wifdom a.m:{ Virtue,
among us. 'The current Opinion prevails, that the
Study of Greck and Latin is Lofs of Time ; that the
publick Schools, by misgling the Sons of Noblemen
with thofe of the Vulgar, engage the former in bad
Company ; that Whipping breaks the Spirits of Lads
well born; that Univerfities make young Men Pe-

- dants; that to Dance, Fence, fpeak Frencs, and know
how to behave yourfelf among great Perfons of both
Sexes, comprehends tbe avbole Duty of a Gentleman.

I cannot but think this wife Syftem of Education,
hath been much cultivated among us by thofe Wor-
thies of the Army, who, during tﬁc laft War, return-

_ing from Flanders at the Clofe of each Campaign, be-
came the Ditators of Bebaviour, Drefs, and Pelite-
nefs, to all thofe Youngfers, who frequent Chocolate-
Coffee-gaming Houfes, Drawing-rooms, Operas

. Levees and Affemblies; where a Colonel, by his Pay,
Perquifites, and Plunder, was.qualified to out-fhine

_many Peers of the Realm ; and, by theInfluence of an
exotick Habit and Demeanor,-added to other foreign
Accomplithments, gave the Law to the whole Town;
and was copied as the Standard-pattern of whatever
was refined in Dre(s, Equipage, Converfation, or Di-
verfions.

1 remember, in thofe Times, an admired Original
of that Vocation, fitting in a Coffee-houfe near two

* Gentlemen, whereof one was of the Clergy, who were
engaged in fome Difcourfe that favoured of Learning;
this éﬂiccr thought fit to interpofe; and profefling to

deliver the Sentiments of his Fraternity, as well as his
own, (and probably did fo of too many ambng them)
durning to the Clergyman, fpoke in. the following

. ' Maaner ;
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' Manuer ; D——n me, Dolor, fay wibat you wiill, the
Army is the only School for Gentlemen.. Do you think
"y Lord Marlborough beat the French aith Greek and
Latin? D——n me, @ Scholar wben ke comes into govd’
Company, awhat is ke but an Afi ? D———n me, Iwodd
be glad, by G—d, to fee any of, your Schalars with kis.
Nouns, and bis Vers, \and \bis' Pbilofophy, and Trigono-
metry, what a Figure be would make at a Siege or Block~
" ade, or recommoitring. De—n me, &ci After
.which he proceeded with a Volley of Military Terms,.
lefs fignificant, founding worfe, -and harder to be un~
derftood than any that were ever coined by the Com~
mentators upon Ariffotke. I would net here be thought-
to charge the Soldiery with Ignorance and Contempt
of Learning, without allowing Exceptions, of which, I
haveknown a few : But, howevci,n the worfe: Examall)lle,.
efpedially in a great Majority, will certainly prevail.
Pfc}:avz hcarg,r that t.g:: Ita}.'tc Earl of Ox}ps, in the
Time of his Miniftry, rever pafled by White’s Choco--
Jate-boufe (the common Rendezvous of infamous Shas-
pers, and noble Cullies) without befowing. a Curfe
upon that famous Academy, as, the Bane of half the
Englifo Nability. 1 have likewife .been told another
.Paffage concerning that great Minifter; which, becaufe
it giveth an humorous Idea of one principal Ingredient
.in modern Education, take as followeth. Lg Sac, the
famous French Dancing-mailer, in great Admiration,
.afked a Friend, whether it were true, that Mr. Harley
was made an Earl and Lord-Treafurer ? And finding it
_confirmed, faid ; * Well, I awonder wwbat the Dewil the
Queen could fee in bim; fir I attended bim tavo Years,
and be was the greateft Dunve that ewer Itaught.
ANoTHER fl’inderance to good Education, and I
think the greateft of any, is that pernicious Cuftom in
rich and noble Families, of entertaining Fresch Tutors
in their Houfes. Thefe wretched Pedagogues are en-
joined by the Father, to take fpecial Care that the ng :
’ fh

!

® The Author’s Friends bave feard bim tell ths ¢ a3
from the Earl bimfelf, . . Pefx ,
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fhall be perfe@ in his Freach; by the Mother, that
Mafler muft not walk until he is hot, nor be fuffered to

lay with other Boys, nor be wet in his Feet, nordaub
Kin Cloaths:- Andto fee that the Dancing-mafter at-
tendeth conftantly, and doth his Duty : She forther in-

fifts, that the Child  be, not kept (too long poring on”

-his Book, becaufe he is fubje& to fore Eyes, and of
a weakly Conttitution.

" By thefe Methods, the young Gentleman is in every
Atticle us fully accomplifhed at eight Years old, as at
eight and twenty ; Age adding only to the Growth of

- “bis Perfon and his Vices ; fo that it you fhould look at
him in his Boyhood through the magnifying End of a
Perfpeitive, and in his Manhood through the other, it

: d be impoffible to fpy any Difference ; the fame

. Airs, the fame Strut, the fame Cock of his Hat, and
the Pofture of his Sword, (as far as the Changes of

- Fafhions will aHow) the fame Underftanding, the fame
‘Compafs of Knowledge, with the very fame Abfurdity,

- Impudehce, and Impertinence of Tongue. .

e is taught from the Nurfery, that he muft inherit
agreat Eftate, and hath no need to mind his Book;
whicls is & Leflfon he never forgetteth to the End of
his Life. His chief Jolace is to fteal down, and play
at Span-farthing with the Page, or young Blacka-
more, or little -favourite Foot-boy ; one of which is
his principal Confident and bofom Friend: .

'HERE is one young * Lord in this Town, who, by
an-unexampled Piece of good Fortune, was miracu-
loudly fnatched outof the Gulph of Ignorance ; eonfi-

-ned to a- publick School for a due Term of Years;
well whipped when he deferved it; clad no better than
his Comrades, and always their Play-fellow on the
fame Foot; had no Precedence in the School, bat
what was given him.by his Merit, and loft it whenever
he was negligent. Itis well known how many Muti-
nies were-bred at this unprecedented Treatment; what

Complaints
® The Anthor-is’ to mean the Lord Vifonnt MoxXz~
€ASIEL, of lnhnc{" P : 4 :
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Complaints among his Re/ations and othier Great Ones.
of both Sexes; that his Stoglgings with Silver Clocks.
were ravifhed from him; that he wore his own Hair;.
that his Drefs was undiftinguithed ; that "he was not.
fit to appear at a Ball or Affembly, nor fuffered to go
to either : And it was with the utmoft Difficulty, that
he became qualified for'his prefent’Removal'to the
Univerfity.; where he may probably be farther -
cuted, and poffibly with Succef3, if the Firmnefs' of a.

Govemor, and his own good Difpofitions will not pre~
ferve him, I confefs, I canilot but with he may go
on'in the Way he began; becaufe I have a Cpr?ohgty
to know, by {6 _fingu/ar an Experiment, whether Truth,
Honour, Juftice, Temperance, Courage, and good
Senfe, acquired by a Schoo and College Education, may:
not produce a very tolerable Lad ; although he fhould
happen to fail in one or twoof thofe Accomplithments,
which in the general Vogue afe held fo important to-
the finithing of 2 Gentleman.

It is true, I have known an Academical Education:
to have been exploded in publick Affemblies ; and
have heard morethan one or two Perfons of high Rank
declare, they could learn nothing more at Oxford and-
Cambridge, than to drink Ale, and fmoke Tobacco s

- wherein I firmly believed them, and could have added
fome hundred Examples from my own ©Obfervation i
one of thofe Univerfities: But they all were of young
Heirs fent thither only for Form ; either from Schools,.
where they were not fuffered by thejr careful Parents
to ftay above three Months in the Year; or from un-
der the Management of French Family-tutors, who
¥et often attended them in their College, to prevent all

oflibility of their Improvement: But I never ygt-
knew any one Perfon of Quality, who followed iis
Studies at the Univerfity, and carried away his juft.
Proportion of Learning, who was not ready upon alt
Occafions to celebrate and defend that Courfe of Edu-
cation, and to prove a Patron of learned Men.

T'HERE isone Circumftance in a learned Education,,.
which aught to have much Weight, even with th(}{:

who

~
\
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who have no Learning- st all. The Books read ac
Schools and Colleges, of Incitements to Virtue,:
and Difcouragoments from. Vige, drawn-from the wi-
fcft Reafons, the ffrongeft Motives, and the moft in—
fluencing Examples. THhus, young Minds are: filled:
early with an Inclitiation to Good, and 'an Abhorrence
of Evil; both which increafe in them, according to
the Advances they make in Literature: And; although
they may be, too often are drawn by the Tempta-
tions of ‘onth, and the Opportunities of 2 large l?:-

tune, into fome I larities,. when they come for-

ward into the great orld; it:is ever with Relu®ance
and Compunétion of Mind, becaufé their Biafs to Vir-

‘tue fHll continues. They may firay fometimes by In-

oad,. and keep it always in View. I fpeak
only of thofe Excefles, which are too much the At-
tendants of Youth and"warmer Blood : But, as to the
Points of Honour, Truth, Juftice, and other noble
Gifts of the Mind, wherein the Temperatare of the
Body hath no Concern, they are feldom ar never
known to be mifled.
* T have engaged myfelf. very unwarily in too copi-
ous a Subje& for fo thort aPaper. The prefent Scope
I would aim at, is to prove, that fome Proportion of”
human Knowledge appeareth ret}niﬁtc to thofe, who,
by their Birth or Fortune, are called ta the making of
Laws, and in a fubordinate Way to the Execution of
them; and that fuch Knowledgeis notto be obtained
_without a Miracle ; under the frequent, corru]éc, and
fottifh Methods, of educating thofe, who are born to
Wealth or Titles. For, I would have it remembered,
that I do. by no means confine thefe Remarks to young
Perfons of noble Birth; the fame Errors running
through all Families, where. there is Wealth enough to
a&'orf, that their Sons (at léaft the Eldeft) may be
"good for nothing. Why fhould my Son be a Scholar,
when it is not intended that he fhould live by his
‘Learning ?* By this Rule, if what is commonly faid
to be true, that Moncy anfwereth all ngs?h:u';{l

'ﬁrmitkor Compliance, but they wiHl foon return to the
1ight




|

Neg.  The INTELLIGENCER, - 27s
fhould my Son be honeft, tomperate, juft or charitable,

. fince he hath no Intention to depend upon any of

thefe Qualitics for a Maintenance

WHEN all is done, perhaps, upon the whole, the
Matter is not fo bad as I would mike it: And Gop,
who worketh Good out of Evil, alting only by the
ordinary Courfe and Rule of Natute; permits this cons
tinaal Circulation of human Things for his own un.
fearchable Ends, ‘The Father graweth rich by Ava.
rice, Injuftice, Qppreflion; he is a Tyrant in the
Neighbaurhood over Slaves and Beggars, whom hg .
calleth his Tenants. Why fhould he defire to have
Qualitfes infufed inso his Son, which himfelf never
poffefled, or knew, or found the Want of in the Ac-
quifition of his Wealth ¢ The San, hred in Sloth and
Idlenefs, hecometh a S¥endthrift. 3 Cully, 8 Proflis
gatc; and goeth oyt of the Warld ch%gar as his

ather came in:+ Thus the former is punithed for his

own Sins, as woll as for thefe of the latter. The
Dunghil having raifed a huge Mufhroom of fhore
Duratian, is naw {pread te enrich other Mens Lands,
Itis, indegd, of warfe Confequence, where noblq
Familigs are gane ta Decay; becaufe their Titlgs and.
Privileges outlive thejr Eftates : And Paliticians gel]
us, that nothing is moarg dangerqus ta the Publicl,
than a numerous Nobility without Meri¢ ar Fartune,
But even hera Gen hath liliewife prefiribed fome
Remedy in the Order of Nature ; fo many great Fa,
miligs oming to an End by their Slath, Luxury, and
abandoned Lufts, which enefvated their Breed thraugh
every Suecoffion, producing gradually & marg effemi-
nate Race, wholly eafit for Propagation. '

THOUGHTS
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'Various- Subjeéts. :

‘X.T E haye juft Religion -enough -to make us_
W bate, but not enough to make us ~owve one
another.

RersecT on Things paft, as Wars, Negotia’tions,
Fa&tions, and the like; we enter {o little into thofe
Interefts that we wonder how Men could pofiibly be
fo bufy, and concerned for Things fo tranfitory:
Look on the prefent Times, we find the fame Hu-

<tmour; yet wonder not atall.

A wife Man endeavoureth, by confidering all Cir--
cumftances, to make ConjeCtures, and form Conclu-
fions: But the fmalleft Accident intervening, (and in
the Courfe. of Affairs it is impoffible to forefee all)
doth often produce fuch Turns and Changes, that at
laft he is juft as much in doubt of Events, as the moft,
igporant and unexperienced Perfon. ~ . -

Pos1TIVENESS 15 a good Quality for Preachers and
Orators ; becaufe whoever would obtrude his Thoughts
and Reafons upon a Multitude, will convince others,
the miore, .as he appeareth convinced himfelf.

Vou. L. Bb How
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How is it pofiible to -that Mankind will
take Advice, when they will not o much as take
Warning ? _ )

I forget whether Advice be among the loft Thing's
which Arioflo fayeth,.are to be found in the Moon ;
That and .Time-ought ' have been -there.

No . Preacher- is\/\liftezed (10, Obeit(Time; which

giveth us the fame Train and Turn of Thought, that
elder People: have tried.in vain to put into our Heads
before.
WHew we defire or folicit any thing ; our Minds
run wholly on the good Side, or Circumftances of it
when it is obtained, - our Minds run only on the bad
ones.

IN a ‘Glafs- Heufis ‘the Workmen often fling-in -a
fmall Quantity of frefh Coals, which. feemeth to di-
fturb the Fire, but very mauch enliveiieth it. This
may allude to a gentle firring of the Paffions, that
the Mind may not languith.

RevricioN feemeth to have grown an Infant with
Age, -and requireth’ Miracles tonurle it)- as-it had "in
its Infaney. : .

Avv Fits of Pleafure are balancid -by:an eqt::’l

of Pain, or Lawguor; it'is like i
Year, Purt of the nems Rmmfptnﬂg

Tus lu:l:r m a ﬂmg mﬁ;}‘m - up
iR curin, 3 jes, Prejudices; and> Opiisiors:
he had Eonm&ed-’in the' forthier: !

Ir a Writer would know:hew to behave: himfelf: -
with relation to Poftetity-; let him' confider in old
Books, what he finds, that'he. is glad so:knew; and
what"Omiflions he moft lamenteth. T

WHATEVER the Poets pretend, “it-is’ phiin
gave Inimortality to nene-but themfelves-: It is H::z :
and Firgil we reverence and admite; ndt-Achilles or
Aneas. With Hiflorians it is- quite the-comtrary ;-
-our Thoughts:are.takén up-with the A&iohs, Perfons,

and Events we read ; and’ we little ‘regerd the A~
‘thors.

WHEN a-tree Genius-appeareth in the World, yoo

. may
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may know bim by this ‘infalible Sign; that the
Dunces are all in Confederacy againﬁ{nim.

Men who poflefs-all the Advantages of Life, are
in a State where there are many Accidents to diforder.
.and difcompofe, but few to pleafe them. .

Jr isumwife to.punith Cowards with- Ignominy ;-
- for if they had regarded that, they would:not have
been Cowards; Death .is' their proper Panitfhment,
becaufe they.fear it moft. .

. Tus greateft Inventions were prodiced in the
‘Times of Ignorance ; asthe Ufe of the Compafs, Gun--
:poswder, and Pristing ; and by the dulleft Nation, as.
the Germans. . e Relati

OnE Argoment to-prove that the common. Relati-

- ons-of Ghafis. and. Spesires are generally falfe ; may be.
-wrawn _from: the:Opinion held, that Spirits are never
foen by more than one:Perfon at a Time ;-that is to.
fay, it feikdom happens that ;above one:Perfon in.a
Gompany is pofleft . with. any  high !Degree -of Spleen
:or Melanckoly. - :

I-am:apt to think,:that,iin the Day:of'judgment,
.there will be- {mall- Allowance :given to. the Wife: for
-Bheir Want-of | Merals, or-to:the Jgnorant: for : their-

‘Want -of Raith ; becanfe both are .without Excufe.
"This. renders the:Advantages equal of Igrorance and
'Knowledge.. 'Bat fome. Scouples in the Wife, and-
fome. Vices in theIgnorant; will perhaps be forgiven.
~mpon the Strength of Femptation to each. :

TrE: Value of 'feveral .Circaniftances in Hiftory,
'leflepeth vesy-much - by Diftance of Time:; although-
-fome .miaute Circumftances are.very valuable; and

it requireth great Judgment in.a Writer to diftinguith.

Ir.is gtos:a a.»nggd of Courfe: for Writers tt%?aﬂ;, ’
this critical Age, as Divines fay, this finfil Age.

It is pleafant to obferve, how free the prefent
Age is in laying Maxes on the next: Future Ages
Jeall talk of this: This feall be famous -to all-Po-
Sflerity. Whereas, their Time and Thoughts will be
taken up about prefent 'I‘}l:;mgs, as ours are now.

2 Tae
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TrR Chameleon, who is faid to feed upon nothing-
but Air, hath of all Animals the nimbleft Tongue..

WuEN a Man is made a fpiritual Peer, hei‘;fith.
his Sirname ; when a temporal, his Chriftian Name.

IT is in Difputes as in Armies; where the weaker
Side fetteth up falfe Lights, and maketh a great
Noife, ‘that the Enemy 'may believe ‘theém to be more
numerons and ftrong thanthey really are:

Some Men, under the Notions of weeding Sut
gejndieu, eradicate Religion, Virtue, and common

onefty. -

I:eﬂa{l well-inftitated Commonwealths, Care hath
been taken to limit Mens Poffeflions ; which is done
for many Reafons ; and amengft the reft, for one that
perhaps is not often. confidered: Becaufe, when
Boumr: are fet to Mens Defires, after they have ac-
quired a3 much as the Laws will permit them, their
private Intereft is at an End ; and they have nothing
. to. do,. but to take care of.the Publick. :

THerg are but three Ways for 2 Man to revenge-
himfelf of a: cenforious World : To defpife it ; to re-
turn the like ;. ar to.endeavour to live {o.as to aveid it.
‘The firft of thefé is ufually pretended ; the iaft is- al-
moftimpofiible ; the univerfal Prattice is for the fecond.

Herodotus telleth us, thatin cold Countries Beafts very:
feldom have Horns; but in. hot they have very large
ones. ‘This might bear a pleafant Application..

I never heard a finer Piece of Satyr againft:Lawuyens,
than that of 4firologers; when they, pretend by Rules
- of Art to foretel in what Time a-Suit will end, and
whether to the Advantage of the Plaintiff or Defend--
ant : Thus making the Matter depend entirely upon
the Influence of Stars, without the leaft Regard
to the Merits of the Caufe. -

THaT Expreflionin Apocrypba about Tobir, and his
Dog following him, I have often heard ridiculed ; ygt
Homer has the fame Words of Telemachus more than
once ; and Virgi/ fayeth {fomething like it of Evander :
And I take the Book of Zdbit to he pardy poetical. ;

\
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T have known fome men poflefied of good Quali-
‘ties, - which were very. ferviceable to others, but ufelefs
to themfelves; like a Sun-dial on the Front-of a
-Houfe; to inform she Neighbouss and Paffengers, but

Ir a Man would regifter all his Opinions upon Love,
Politickes, Religion, Learning, land the like ; 'begin-
ning from his Youth, and fo goon to old Age: “?h:t
-a Bandle of .Inconfiflencies and Centradittions would
appear at laft ¢

WaAT they 4o-in Heaven we are ignorant of ;
swhat they do.nos we.are told sly ; that they nei-

-ther marry, norare given in Marriage.

WHEN a2 Man obferves the Choice of Ladies now a-
days, in the difpenfing of their Favours; can he for-
bear. paying fome Veneration to the Memory of thofe .
‘Mares mentioned by Xewopbon ; who, D,
while their Manes were on ; thatis, *°
while they were in their Beauty, would never admit
-the Embraces of an Afs. . :

It is a.miferable Thing to live in Sufpence ; it is
the Life of a Spider. /Vide quidem, pende tames, im-
proba, dixit. . ' .

TxE floical ‘Scheme: of fnmying our Wants, by
lopping off .our Defires; is. like cutting off our Feet

-when we want Shees. :

Puysicians ought not to-give their Judpment of .
Religion, for the fame Reafon that Butchers are not.
admieted to- be* Jerors upon Life and Death.

Tue Reafon why fo few Marriages are happy,.
is, becaufe young Ladies fpend.their Time in making,
Nots, and not in making Cages. . '

Ir a'Man will obferve as he walks the Streets, I
‘believe he will find the memieft Countenances in-
-mourning Coaches. -

_ 'Notuing niore unqualifieth a Man -to a&t with
Prudence, than a - Misfortane that_is attended with.
Shame and: Guilt.. - :

re equefiri. .

Bb 3. . Tuse
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Tue Power of Fortune is confefled only by thie Mi-
ferable ; for the Happy impute all their Succefs to
Prudence or Merit. - .

AMmziTioN often puts Men upon doing the mean-
eft Offices ; fo climbing is performed in the fame Po-
fture with creeping. -

Iu. Company is like & Dog,| who fouls thofe moft
whom he loveth beit.

Censurkis the Tax a Man payeth to the Publick
for being eminent. .

Avrtnoucy Men are accued. for not. knowing
their own Weaknefs; yet peshaps as few know. their
own Strength. It is in Men as in Soils, where fome-
times there is a Vein of Gold which the Owner know-
eth not of,

SaTyR isreckoned the eafieftof all Wit; but I take
it to be otherwife. in very bad Times : For itis as hard
to fatyrize well a Man of diftinguithed Vices, as to
praife well a Man of diftinguithed Virtues. Itis eafy
enough to do either to People of moderate Chara-
&ters. .

InvexnTion is the Talent of Youth, and Judgment
of Age; fo that our Judgment groweth harder to
pleal% when we have fewer Things to offer it : This
goes through the whole Commerce of Life. When

we are old, our Friends find it difficult to pleafe us,.
and are lefs concerned whether we. be pleafed or.no..

No wife Man ever wifhed to be younges.

An idle Reafon leffens the Weight of the good ones-

you gave before.. ’
- Tre Motives of the beft Aions will not.bear too
fri an Inquiry. It is allowed, that the Caufe of
moft A&tions, good or bad, may be refolved iato the
Love of ourfelves : But the. Self-love of fome Men
inclines them to pleafe others; and the Self-love of
.others is. wholly employed in pleafing themfelves.
- 'This makes the great Diftinftion between Virtue and
Vice. Religion is the beft Motive of all Adtions;
yet Religion is allowed to be the higheft Inftance of
Self-love. ' '

Waen
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Waex the. World hath.once:begun to’ ufe us'illy it
afterwards ‘continues the fame Treatment with lefs
Scruple or Ceremony 5 as Men do-a Whore.

©rp.Men. view beft. at Diftance witly the Eyes of
their Underftanding, as well as with thofe of Nature.

Some People take more Care to hide their Wifdom
than their Folly.

ArBITRARY Power is the matural OEje& of Tems -
ptation to a Prince ; as Wine or Women to 2 young
Fellow, or a. Bnbe to a Judge, or Avarice. to«old
Age, or Vanity to 2 Female.

« Antbony Henly's Farmer dying of aw A&hma, faid :
Well, if I can get this Breath once. ous, I will take
care it fhall never get 7x.again..

Tue Humour of exploding many Thmgs under the
Names of Trifles, Fopperies,.and only imaginary
Gaods, is a very faliP Preof: either of Wifdom or
Magnanimity ; and a great Check to virtuous A&ions.
For Inftance, with regard to bame: There is-in moft
People a Relu&tance and Unwillingnefs to be forgot- -
ten. We.obferve, even among the Vulgar, how fond
they are.to have an Infcription over their Grave. It
requireth but little Philofophy to.difcover and-obferve,
* that there is no intrinfick. Value.in all this ;. however,
if it be founded  in our Nature, 2s an Incitement m .
" Virtue, it ought not to be ridiculed.

ComPraINT is the largeft Tribute Heaven recei-
veth; and the fincereft-Part of our Devotion.

TuE common Fluency of Spgech in many Men and ’
moft Women, is owing to a Scarcity of Matter, and.
Scarcity of Words ; for whoever is a Mafter of Lan--

age, and hath a Mind full of Ideas, will be apt in
Fu aimgto hefitate upan the Choaice of both : Whereds.
common Speakers have only-one Set of Ideas, and one
Set of Words to clothe them:in ; and thefe are always

-ready at the. Mouth. So. People come fafter out of a
Church when it 1s almoﬂ: empty, than when a.Crowd -
3s at the Door. . v

Erw are qualified to ﬁnm in Company 3 but it is in-
.mofk Mens Power to be agreeable, 'The Reafon,.

therefore:

.
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therefore, why Converfation mans. foléi at prefent, is’
not the Defeé of Underftanding.; but Pride, Vanity,
ill Nawuge, AffeQation, Singularity, Pofitivenefs ; or
fome other Vics, .the Efiect. of a. wrong Edoncation.
To.be vain, is rather 2 Mark.of Humility than of
Prides.. Vain Men delight’ in telling what Honours
have been done them, ; what- great ) Company they
have leept, dnd the hke ; by.which they. plainly con-
fefs, that ;thefe Honousswvere.more than their Due ;
and fuch as. their Eriends would-not believe, . if they
had not been. told : . Whereas.a Man truly
shinks the teft Honenss below his Mesit, and con-
uently {cameth to boaft. . I therefore deliver it as
a Maxim; that whoever defires the Chara&ter of a
proud Man, ought to conceal his Vanity.
Law in a free Country, is, or ought to be, the
"-Determination .of the Majority. of thode . who have-
Property in Land.
. One Argument ufed to the Difadvantage of Pro-
-vidence, I take to be a very firong one in its Defence.
R.is objeied, that Storms amd Tempetts, - unfruitful -
Seafons, Serpents, Spiders, Flies, and other moxious
or troublefome Animals, with.many more. Inftances of
he like Kind, difcover an ImperfeQion in Nature ;.
becanfe human Life would be much eafier.without .
them : But the Defign of Previdence may clearly be
-perceived in this Proceeding. . The Motions of the
Sun and Moon ; in fhort, the whole Syftem of the
Ubniverfe, as far as Philofophers have been able to.
difcaver and obferve, are in: the. utmoit Degree. of Re-
ﬁu]uity and Perfettion : . But where.ever God hath..
ft to Man the Power of .interpofing .2 Remedy by
‘Thought or Labour, there he hath placed Things in a
.State of Lmperfe&ion; on fe toftir up human In-
dpfcy ; : without whichim fragnate, or indeed.
-sather could not fubfift at:all : Caris ecaews mortalia
Korda.. . . 3.t . .
Pra1sg is the Daughter of prefent Rower. .
I have kaown . feveral P:ﬂgﬂl of great Fame for-
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Wifdom in publick Affairs and Counfels, governed:
by foolifh Servants. "

I have known great Minifters diftinguifhed for Wit

and Learning, who preferréd none but Dunces.

’ I have known Men of Valour, Cowards to their
Wives.

I have known Mex/\of the greateft Cunninig, pers
petually cheated, .

I knew three great Minifters, who could exattly
compute and fettle the Accompts of a Kingdom ; but
were wholly igrorant of their own Oeconomy.

Tus Prean.ﬁing-of ‘Divines helpeth to preferve well-
inclined Men:in the Courfe.of Virtue; but feldom ér
never reclaims the Vicious, - -

PrincEs ufually make wifer Choices than thie Ser-

.vants whom they truft for the Difpofal of Places; I

have known a Prince moré than once chufe an able-
Minifter ; but I never. obferved that Minifter to ufe:
his Credit in the Difpofal of an Employment to .a
Perfon whom he- thought the fitteft forit. One of”
the greateft in this Age owned and excufed the Mat--
-ter to me ; from the %’iolencc“of Parties, and the Un--
reafonablenefs of Friends.. -l '

SmaLy Caufes are fufficient to make a Man unea--
fy, when great ones are not in the Way: For want
of a. Block he will ftumble at a Straw.

DioxrTy, high Station, or great.Riches, are in
fome -Sort neceflary to old Mes, in order to keep the
younger at.a Diftance ; who are. atherwife too apt to
infult them upon the Score. of their Age.. . - .

- Eveay Map. defiseth to live dong; but no Man.
-would ke old. . 3 -

LowE of Flattery in moft Men proceedeth from the-
mean Opinion they have of themfelves : 'In Women
from the contrary. :

- Ir Books and Laws continue to increafe .as they
have done for fifty Years paft ; I am in fome.Concern
for future Ages, how any Man will be learned, or
any Man a Lawyer. - o T

) . Kinas
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Kivwes are commonly faid to have Jowg Hands; -
I with they had as lng Ears.

Princes in their Infancy, Childhood and Youth,
are {aid to difcover prodigious Parts and Wit; w0
:fpeak Things that furprife and. aftomith : - Strange, fo
many bopefu/ Princes, and fo many fameful. mgs'

-If they hq?)en to/die/young, they would' have been
rod: ies of Wifdom and: Vmue Ifthey: live, they.

Prdtgin indeed.; but of anether Sort..

Pou'ncn, -asthe Word is-comamonly andedftoed,

are nothing but Coerreptions ;- and:eonfequently of no -
-Ule w0 2 good'King, orwgoodM)piﬂry -For-which -
iReafon, Courts are .fo-aver-ran with Poditicks. .

SILE NUS, the Fofterfashen of: Bucebus, -is al-
-ways carried by an 4, and hath Homns on his Head,
''The Moral is ; that: ards-are.led by-o0ls, and.
<have a gredt Chanoe. tobe Gaclkolds.

VENUS, abeautiful good-natured Lady, was the--
1Goddefs. of Love ; Fune, .a. terribile Shrew, the God-
.ddaof Marriage ; -andthey were al»waysmortal Ene-

'I‘nou who -are aga.u!ﬂ“aehgxon, ‘muft ‘peeds - be
Fools : - Ahd therefore. we.read, -that, of all Animals,
-Qoo .refafed. the Firfl-bare of an Ats.

A werylitle Wit is valued.in a“Woman;; -as weare
Pleafed with a few Words fpoken: plain by a Parrot.

A:mice'Msn.is 3. Man,of naty Ideas.

" APOLLQO was .held the ‘God of Phyfick, -and

Sender.of «Difeales : - Both.were: ongmﬂly the -fame
Trade, and,ftill. coatinbe. .. -

Ot Men and Comets. h!ve!b!en reverenced for
the fame Reafon ; . their long Beards, -and"-Pretences.:
to foretcl Events.

I'was atked-at Court; whatI thought of the Frewdb.
Ambaflador and his Train; who were all Embroidery
and - Lace; full of ‘Bows, Cringes, and-Geftures ? I
{3id it was Solomen’s 1mportauon s Gold and Apes.

Turreis. a Story. in Pawfaniai, of a Plot-for be-
traying a City, difcovered. by the Brayiag-of an A4/ :

éacklmg of Geefe faved the Capirol : And CZ:- :
s
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line’s Confpiracy was difcovered by a Whore. 'Thefe
are the only three Animals, as far as I remember, fa-
mous in Hiftory for Ewidences and Informers.

Most Kinds of Diverfion in Men, Children, and
‘other Animals, are an Imitation of Fighting.

AUGUSTUS meeting an Afs with a lucky Name,
foretold himfelf goodFortune: ibmeetmany Afes,
but none of them have lucky Names. '

Ir a Man maketh me keep my Diftance ; the Com-
fort is, he keepeth his at the fame time.

WHo can deny that all Men are violent Lovers of
Truth, when we fee them fo pofitive in their Errors,
which they will maintain out of their Zeal to Truth,
although they contradict themfelves every Day of their
Lives. .

That was excellently obferved, {ay 1, when 1 read a
Paffage in an Author, where his Opinion agreeth with
mine. When we differ, there I pronounce him to be
miflaken. :

Very few Men, properly fpeaking, Awe at pre-
fent ; but arc providing to /ive another Time.

As univerfal a Praétice as Lyingis, and as eafy a
one as it feemeth ; I:do not remember to have heard
three good Lies.in all:my Converfation; even from
thofe, who were moft celebrated in that Facalty.

The End of the Firft Volume.
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