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CHAPTER XIII

THE MEXICAN WAR AND SLAVERY,

REFERENCES.

- A. B. Hart, Source-Book, Chaps. xvi., xvii.; H. C. Wright, Chil
dren’s Stories of American Progress, Chaps. xiv.—xvi.

259. War with Mexico. (1846.) — With the annexation
of Texas, the United States succeeded to a quarrel with Texan
Mexico. Texas claimed the Rio Grande as her south- clims
western boundary, while Mexico insisted that the Nueces
River was the true division line. President Polk sent an
envoy to Mexico; but the Mexicans would have nothing to
do with the envoy, and he returned from a fruitless errand.
Meanwhile, General Zachary Taylor, with a small body
of troops, had been ordered to Corpus Christi, on the
border of the disputed territory, and a little later to ad-
vance to Fort Brown (Brownsville), on the Rio Grande. Mexican
‘The Mexicans naturally looked upon this as an invasion War begun,
of their country, and ordered a body of troops across the !
river; an engagement soon followed, and the Mexican War
was begun. This was April 24, 1846.
President Polk, as soon as the news reached him, sent a
message to Congress, in which he said, “ Mexico has passed
the boundary of the United States, has invaded our terri-
tory, and shed American blood upon the American soil.”
“ War exists, and notwithstanding all our efforts to avaid it,
exists by the act of Mexico herself.” Congress responded
)
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290 History of the United States.

promptly by declaring that war existed “by the act of
Mexico,”Oauthorizing a call for fifty thousand volunteers
and expenditures for military supplies, and appropriating
large sums to meet the expenses.!

It was in relation to this message and two later ones in
which the President reasserted the charge that Mexico had
invaded “our territory ” and shed “the blood of our cit-
zens on our own 8oil,” that Abraham Lincoln, in the House
of Representatives, introduced in 1847 his “ Spot Resolu
tions,” calling upon the President to indicate the exact
spot where this had taken place, and to inform the House
whether the “citizens ” had not been armed soldiers, sent
there by the President’s own orders.

360. Mexican Campaign; New Mexice. ‘(1846-1847.) —
The whole campaign embraced four projects: (1)an attack
upon Mexico from the north — this was intrusted to General
Zachary Taylor; (2) an attack upon the city of Mexico —
this was led by General Winfield Scott; (3) an attack
upon New Mexico, including what is now known as Ari-
zona —this was made under the direction of General
Stephen W. Kearny; (4) an attack upon California by
the fleet of American vessels which had been sent there
in anticipation of war with Mexico. All these plans were
carried out.

General Taylor, against heavy odds so far as numbers
were concerned, defeated the Mexicans at Monterey, and
at Buena Vista (February 27, 1847); but the government,

11t has been said that “ the United States tried in vain to get a payment of
what was due her citizens.” The justice of these claims was very doubtful at
best, and Mexico had done her utmost to pay them, the disordered condition
of the country making it almost impossible to collect & revenue. When she

thought she saw the meaning of the Texas negotiations, it was not unnatural
that she should cease tv make payment.
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having determined to attack the capital, withdrew many of

his men, and he was, forced to| cease operations. Before

long, feeling himself ill-used by the administration, he re- Taylor
signed his position. The United States, however, con- resigns
tinued to hold northern Mexico. '

MAP OF THE MEXICAN WAR.

The expedition against New Mexico was entirely suc- New Mexicq
cessful. By the summer of 1846 the region was controlled seizeds
by United States forces, and Kearny, leaving part of his
troops to retain it, set off for California; but before he
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arrived, news was received that it was already in the pos
session .of the United States.

261. California Captured. (1845-1846.) — In the winter
of 1845 Captain John C. Frémont, then on a third explor-
ing expedition west of the Rocky Mountains, passed into
California and took up the cause of the American settlers,
who claimed to be oppressed by the Mexican governor.
An independent government was set up, and through the
codperation of Frémont with Commodores Sloat and
Stockton, who had captured almost without a struggle the
ports of Monterey, San Francisco, and Los Angeles, the
whole of California, a possession of incalculable value, fell
into the hands of the United States.

262. Scott’s Campaign ; City of Mexico Captured.
(1847.) — It being clear that the Mexicans would be diffi-
cult to overcome, it was determined to attack the capital
by a new route. A large naval force with twelve thousand
troops sailed for Vera Cruz, the port of the city of Mexico.
After a bombardment of four days, Vera Cruz, with the
fort of San Juan de Ulloa, the strongest fortification in
Mexico, surrendered.

About the middle of April, 1847, General Winfield Scott
began his march to the city of Mexico from the very
point and over nearly the route adopted so long before
by Cortez. His discipline, skill, and intelligence, and the
excellence of his troops, proved superior to the much
larger numbers and great natural advantages of the
Mexicans.

The only serious resistance the American army met on
its way was at Cerro Gordo, about fifty miles from Vera
Cruz. Here, after a short conflict, the Mexicans under
Santa Anna were driven back, and the victorious army
continued its march. After several sharp battles in the
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immed.tate neighborhood- 'of 'the - city 'of ' Mexico, that city
surrendered September 14, 1847, and the war was practi-
cally over.

© 263. Terms of Peace with Mexico. (1848.)— It was by
no means easy to agree upon terms of peace. The one
~ thing upon which the Mexicans of all factions were united,
was that territory should not be given up; while territory
was exactly what the United States had fought for. More-
over the United States held some of tht fairest provinces
of Mexico, and had no intention of returning them.

After many fruitless negotiations, and a revolution in
Mexico, a treaty was arranged in February, 1848, at Gua-
dalupe Hidalgo,! a little place near the capital. By its
terms the United States was to pay Mexico $15,000,000,
satisfy claims of American citizens against her to the
amount of about $3,500,000, and receive in return the
territory comprising old New Mexico and Upper California.
The Rio Grande was recognized as the boundary of
Texas. By this treaty 522,568 square miles of territory
was added to the United States3

The total cost to the United States of the Mexican War
was in the neighborhood of $100,000,000, besides the loss
of life, which, while small on the battle-field or from wounds,
was large from disease. Though successful in every en-
counter, the country had little cause for pride, for her
successes were won in a questionable war against a weak
and divided enemy.

1 Guadalupe Hidalgo (Gwah-dah-loo’pa Hee-dahl'go).

2 In consequence of a difficulty regarding the exact boundary,a treaty was
negotiated with Mexico, through James Gadsden in 1853, by which 45,535
square miles south of New Mexico were purchased from Mexico for the sum
of $10,000,000. This tract is usually called the Gadsden Purchase. Texas
had added 371,063 square miles, making the total of these additions 939,166

square miles, so that again the United States had acquired more than the
area of the original thirteen states.

Peace, 1848

Terms of

Cost of the
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There: wascatthe time much opposition to the war,
though not sufficient to prevent it.! While it has been far
better that the large territory acquired should be under
American control, there is little reason to doubt that it
would soon have come under the rule of the United States
through settlement, or purchase, or in some way less ques-
tionable than that which was followed.

264. Oregon. (1815-1846.)— It was not only the south-
ern boundaries which were in dispute. The northeastern
boundary difficulties with Great Britain had been settled
in 1842, but at that time it had not seemed practicable to
enter upon the question of the northwestern boundary,
which was also in dispute. It was accordingly left for
future negotiation, both countries maintaining a joint occu-
pancy of the country west of the Rocky Mountains under
an arrangement dating from 1818, and renewed from time
to time. Very little was known in the eastern states of
the character of the Oregon country. Many able men
thought its possession of little moment and were quite
ready to yield it to England.? '

There was, however, in not a few states of the union
much interest in the Oregon country, and a goodly number

1 Lowell’s ¢ Biglow Papers,” first series, express this feeling very clearly,
General Grant said that the Mexican War was “one of the most unjust ever
waged by a stronger against a weaker nation.”  Personal Memoirs,” i. 53.

3 Senator McDuffie, of South Carolina, said as late as 1843: “ What is the
patare of this country? Why, as T understand it, seven hundred miles this
side of the Rocky Mountains is uninhabitable; a region where rain seldom
falls; a barren sandy soil; mountains totally impassable. Well, now, what are
we going to do in this case? How are you going to apply steam? Have you
made anything like an estimate of the cost of a railroad from here to the Colum-
bia? Why, the wealth of the Indies would be insufficient. Of what use wil!
this be for agricultural purposes? Why, I would not for that purpose give a
pinch of snuff for the whole territory. I thank God for his mercy in placing
the Rocky Mountains there,”
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of persons wcre ready to try their fortunes on the Pacific
coast. The first band of, emigrants went out from Massa-
chusetts in 1832. The American Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions in 1836 sent out to the Oregon Ind-
ians missionaries, among them Dr. Mareus Whitman. In
the years following other missionaries, both Catholic and
Protestant, were sent. A small band of emigrants went in

1841, a larger one the next year, and in 1843 a band of
" more than eight hundred persons emigrated to the distant
country. Isolated from the rest of the population, these
emigrants showed themselves good examples of the ear-
nest, self-reliant, self-governing American pioneer.

In the Presidential campaign of 1844, one of the Demo-
cratic cries had been, “ Fifty-four forty [54° 40'] or fight,”
that latitude being the southern boundary of the Russian
possessions, and one which would exclude Great Britain
altogether from the western coast of the continent. It
was folly to suppose that England would agree to such
terms without a conflict! In his inaugural, Polk took a
warlike tone which, though probably meant for politi-
cal effect, stimulated the emigration already begun. In
1845, about seven thousand American citizens were
actually living within Oregon, while the British occupancy
was limited to a few forts and stations of the Hudson’s
Bay Company.

By the Florida treaty of 1819 the parallel of 42° north
latitude had been agreed upon as the northern boundary
of the Spanish possessions, and to this line Mexico ex-
tended without question ; the disputed territory was there-
fore between 42° and 54° 40'. Of this the United States
claimed all, while Great Britain claimed to a point some-
what south of the Columbia River.

3 The United States already had offered to compromise on the line of 49°
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Neither the United States nor Great Britain had an in-
disputable claim, and so a compromise was the natural as
well as the fairest settlement; this was agreed upon. The
line of 49° north latitude, already the boundary from the
Lake of the Woods to the Rocky Mountains was settled on
as the line to the coast, but England was to retain Van-
couver Island. This peaceful settlement “was at once
just, honorable, and fortunate.” !

265. Sub-Treasuries reestablished; Tariff; Polk’s Suc-
cess. (1846-1848.) — The Sub-Treasury system had been
abolished in -1841, and the government had since availed
itself of private banks. At the first session of the new
Congress an improved system, though essentially similar
to the old one, was devised, and a bill establishing it was
promptly passed. This is still in force (1901).

Polk in his first message advised a revision of the tariff
so as to reduce duties and make a tariff for revenue only.
After a considerable struggle Congress passed a bill known
as the Tariff of 1846, this was only a moderately protec-
tive measure, and until 1861 the country was more nearly
upon a free trade basis than during any period since 1816.
Under this’tariff all duties were ad valorem.

It will be seen that in less than three years Polk had

1 The claims of the United States to Oregon rested (1) on Gray's visit to
the Columbia River in 1792 (sect. 174); (2) on Lewis and Clark’s explora-
tions (sect. 174) ; (3) on the Louisiana Purchase ; (4) on the Spanish treaty
of 1819 ; (5) on the retrocession by England of Astoria, an American post,
after the War of 1812; (6) the American settlements south of the 49° parallel.

The treaty was proclaimed in force August 5, 1846. From the coast the
boundary line was to follow “the middle of the channel which separates the
continent from Vancouver Island.” A question having arisen as to the true
channel, the matter was not settled until 1871 (see sect. 371). The Oregon
country thus confirmed to the United States embraced the present states of
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and parts of Montana and Wyoming.




VRSB PRITHNIPD NYT 11D PRI 296

18 DY DR VYSLY O IR DR ITORSBY POIDNKWD KT )
=SB W PNYI DORIEORD N DR DT PR LHOYY FIRILIBRYANR
RYT DOWPPIIVR YD DEN DYT ANR ; I8DIE WODIBIM IR IR WD
BYT 1D YN W 1IN (M DR PIOIN MDWDES TN I8 49 b 1S
DO [YINNYI DINDYIIN PR ,DINVHNVD PET RYT 13 TDNMN 0T N prd”
T IND DR TINSY IYIY LINYDY [YRIDDSE D N3 DIY 1 S Kk
R7 IEDIR WIIWID PT SPIIR WNRIPMN DY YOIV BN
(*Y5pDRaYTIDIY R ,PPOWIY M ,BOYIVI R Y
FAVISE  RABYANVR WTN WORPYSY 1B (p1MY 266
RN IPINT WDEPTYSY DD (¥ X1 — (1848—1846) .a%8DTY D'PYE
DI P DR YA XM PR V1841 PR INIBNYI DERYYIR BDINNYI
DY DY PID ANET WOY W NI YDIND BENMB R BB HBYIYI 18T
RT % POIY DYDY SNNNIY VOPHDD PHIWOYIWD ¥ PR DYIIND
PR DIDYIINOR DY DRFT DYV PYIVI 8 DR LIMENYI DOIIRPIDIN Y058
.(1901) LBYID 'R BIY THI IR PV WHT POIRNYI BUDYIONT S
-BD DY PITITMINN POBRIYI DREYDED IBYIY [T PR BN PONB
Sit DN WML B (YOND ¥ IR [N BWIFIPIYD SBT SR R T8 M Ay
B (YD DYIIND YT OED ARDED (PPN 8 I NDION WD 193 P
PP M52 1R DT 5 1846 D MMIND YT DON LINDYI 1R WIS Py
NN UMY INYD IS DY R 1861 13 11k, PV DIRRDYDNIE YD 8
=R 1816 931 JINMYE WIS AR PR RMY DRI SYTISAPMD N
N5 1D DY — 7DIIRSEN IR” YNV IPIBY (YT RGP WY
JUNND YOIVBYINMS KT DD ABYN By
DENYI PONB BET W MTT B WM PR I [ RIS VP I

< DYTIIYI IMPI VT IRNE 1Y IYOREDZ PVIVMRIWD KT 1D DYD Ky (*
DOYSSD M DUWI? WNMR (2) 1782 'R IUD BUIOEET DM3 MY DY mam (1)
oY1 AR (4) 3 IVIDMIYD MIINGS T DD IYDNPIE IR (3)  ; Ianengpy
L8008 1YY PYNY DN ISP DN DT AR (5) ;1819 1D DEDPEIDL 1Y INRY
IPINSPIPI UEPIIWDE KT (6) 1812 1D NDBND WT IKI LIVODER ISP IYDE 18
’ 2Y28780 1Y049 DY o M

13D .1846 DOV YOS DY DDEID 'R IVIENYI DV'DEPRIB IR DVLPEW W
1D IYD'D DY IPIOMDORY DNV PV PIOVIY RYT DET ISYDE D'D'DEB I3 DN
1 JITD B TIAVINR WMPIPN 1B BIYIDIP DYT 2k BIVD WM L8> by
BYDIVEYI DY IR ABT RNT NIR LIRIBD IVIDIT DYT YN NP 1YY 0N
IFENYI IVIROYIIVIIR DI BIS MR IR YIIPN CTIED 1AV RV 1STL 13 pwnn
=8N LIGITE IJORSOY PIDER KT IVDLIONG DEN IVOREOY YOIIMRIYD RYT D
23'DEMN IR BIVDIED 1D IPIND IR ¥IBTIR DD



297 WIPBSYPY 1IN IR TPISPIDPYD K

IVOIIOIIR DD (YDIPIIN T OXD Y DR (YO8 BDENA R BIWDYIIM
JSONBIW N OB IYIIDIY, PINI [VOTD DIYDYI I BET W DR BOR PR
I WORPTPRY DD IPIMNE R LBORNP OIMDIWD 1R HVIND W
IRy DYBIBYYI PR PISID IR ROT L IMNNI DWPDYR DM
JLIONNPI MINTIY R BUIRDYRD 1R

. DY UNK YD BN WD — (1848) .NIWDIINP N TN 266
DY 18 DDIRNYI BRT (YD B IIRDVORD ND NLWN YD DY [P BETIN
SILINONNI DY B [YOBNY DRT TS IR WILID POIMRNPIWOIR DR
“RDMIVDR RYT D JYPYIIY 1Y 2P IINMI 1R BPDRINID IND ND IYDET 1IN
¥ 1N ¥DIDPYD DYD TRDINY W W3R TIN5 DY ¥ PN YD B W
YT [IMRNYI BO8IDYI DR DY 1M LIVDROZYI (NN DY 1R8I R byod
(*.583 D aNPYTILIY RYT (PN DYW

1% 1Y DY SWISYD 583 RYT A% ANSYY 8 pnya R (1849) o83
DR T BND DT DI — RS (VO ¥ A YMY (NP By
IO PTOIVINT PN NY PN INT O3 WT BN M DY T
SIB YNPI M IRIY IT PR MY RYT ND TEITON I RYT X 05V
VUNNIVINR I8 PR PSP 1R Y 50N WONSanpBYI Ihyn Oy o
'R IVDDR-SYEI DYINBD 1D BIVSID  IYDNR DINRNYINR ,DUPLOM
SR I8 DD BIBYLY PNV PINT PN BRI YT BRI Y5
P38 OIND PN BYLYI BIYDYI BIXN DY BPYDRSPLIY YISITYIY
13 V3NN DN JYBINIIDY KT ND (PN DK YOIDIINIR KRYT DIV YD
SOD W YNNI R DN MR JOWINMINR NP 30T 285 PR B
IVDIRINDY KT UMY TIR YDED PR 0D KT IYMY DAYy b DY
1IN 1Y IUNDYI BIYDYI BORN NBY YT DT LAY BEN IO 18,10
Sp3a PRIYPMIDIYD NI Y3 W [NNIONI SNt [ID

LSDNINE D DIDBDWN DY 1% IWDBNNT W W D P WET 8
PR NPDRINTD (8D ) WONN DD PR DIBLDWN DY WIS {87

ny3 288D 1Ypg 1I'D'D 18D B N0 IINYI BIDR 'R NPFIRIY KRYT (¢
AYDED IBDIBED DIBMDR IPPIBEINZ B D DAY B 1IN 1R YDA by Y
IPWNYI DPFIDIY NP WIVIPIVR TR TR (VD) WNN 18PIVDE 1D XA DY IR
IWIPIPOAR B TR BTN EBIETEN 1D VDR W WINR L1848 808 1
DY PR DPED WT I OME WYY IR DB NS IPLBIP 1R DYNI WA iy
DIIPIB IUN YIDYEPT V3 IJOREDY YO'PLDE R 'R OIDIENY DIPYa 303N
DI N1 0NN DR IVOINIWI KT DIDFOVYI LDETDEI YY1 1'R DN PIgs
SIIB? NI WRR IYDMIBRTYD BN




The Mexican War and Slavery. 297

accomplished the main/ objects he hadiset before himself
on entering office (sect. 258), and he might well feel satis-
fied with his success. The tariff had been reduced, the
Sub-Treasury had been reéstablished, the Oregon ques-
tion had been settled, and California had been acquired.

266. Gold in California. (1848.)— No one suspected the
great value of California. It was known to be of excep-
tional fertility ; this, together with the splendid harbor of
San Francisco, was enough to make it highly desirable in
American eyes. Scarcely, however, had the treaty with
Mexico been arranged when news was brought of the
discovery of gold.!

At once (1849) there was a rush to the gold fields.
There were at‘that time two ways to get there, — around
Cape Horn, and by the route overland. By these two
routes men hastened to the new El Dorado. Of the two,
the overland route was perhaps the more dangerous, for
the path lay across vast plains, unoccupied except by herds
of buffalo and hostile Indians. These goldseekers were
- full of an indomitable perseverance that was worthy of a
better cause. The hardships and sufferings of these over-
land emigrants were many and severe. So great was the
loss of life among the cattle, and, indeed, among the emi-
grants themselves, that it was said that the trail could be
kept by following the line of whitening bones.

A third route, by ship or steamer to the Isthmus of
Panama, thence across the isthmus and by water to San

1 The discovery was made by a man named Marshall, during the construc-
tion of a mill-race in the valley of the American River, for the sawmill of a
Swiss immigrant, Captain Sutter. Gold was actually discovered in January,
1848, before the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo had been signed, but news

travelled so slowly in those days that the fact was not fully appreciated in the.

eastern states until December, when President Polk, in his annual message;
confirmed the reports and gave them great publicity.
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Franciscoj was_soon_opened, and became the favorite way
of reaching California until the Pacific railroad offered a
pleasanter and more rapid means of travel.

Notwithstanding the hardships, in less than two years
there were fully one hundred thousand emigrants within
the bounds of California. Most of the emigrants were
from the free states, and this fact had an important influ-
ence upon the after history, not only of California, but
of the whole country.

-267. Wilmot Proviso. (1846.) — The acquisition of so
much territory again brought up the question of slavery,
and in a way that demanded an answer. Texas had been
admitted as a slave state, but all the other territory had
been free under Mexico. Should this new territory be
free or slave under the United States? As a rule south-
ern men would not settle where they could not take their
slaves with them. The North would resist any proposi-
tion to make slave territory of that which was already free.
If the Missouri Compromise of 1820 were applied to the new
country, the line of 36° 30' would divide California nearly
in halves; but this satisfied neither the Northerners, whose
principles it violated, nor the Southerners, who would thus
be shut out from some of the most desirable lands.

While the question of obtaining territory from Mexico
was being debated in Congress, David Wilmot, a Demo-
cratic member of the House from Pennsylvania, proposed
an amendment to the bill, providing that slavery should be
forever prohibited in any territory that might be purchased
from Mexico. This is known as the “ Wilmot Proviso,”
and though it passed the House of Representatives (1846),
it failed in the Senate. It was, however, a political watch-
word in the next two or three Presidential campaigns.!

1 Hannibal Hamlin (afterward Vice-President), in the absence of Wilmot,
introduced for him the proviso in the House of Representatives.
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268. Presidential’ 'Candidates ;-'Free-soil Party ; Whigs Presidential

elect Taylor.

(1848.) —In this state of affairs the time

for nominating candidates for the Presidency came round.
Clear-headed men saw that now there was a distinct issue
before the country, but the leaders of both of the great
parties dodged the question, and each nominating conven-
tion refused to commit itself in regard to slavery The

Democrats chose Lewis

Cass of Michigan, as can-

didate for President, and
William O. Butler of Ken-
tucky for Vice-President.
The Whigs, following the
course which had been so
successful in 1840, nomi-
nated Zachary Taylor of
Louisiana, with Millard
Fillmore of New York for
Vice-President. Taylor
was a slaveholder, but was
believed to be opposed to
the extension of slavery.
A number of Whigsand
northern Democrats who
supported the Wilmot Pro-
viso, dissatisfied with the
action of the conventions

ZACHARY TAYLOR.

ZacHARY TAYLOR was born in Virginia, No-
vember 24,178¢. He was educated in Kentucky.
his father having removed to that state in r78s.
He entered the United States army in 1808, and
took part in the various Indian wars and showed
himself to be a skilful officer. His victories in
the Mexican War made him the Whig candidate
for Preside~t, and he was elected. He died in
oﬁce July 9, 1850. He was a man of sterling

was k as “Old Rough and

Ready.”

in regard to slavery, resolved to form a new party. A
convention of these, held at Buffalo, formed the * Free-
soil Party”; the old Liberty party joined them, and the
convention nominated Martin Van Buren and Charles

Francis Adams.

In the election which followed, though this party did not

nomina-

tions, 1848.

Zachary
Taylor.
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get/al single. (electoral vote, it succeeded in dividing the
Democrats in New York, with the result of giving that
state to the Whigs, and thereby electing Taylor and Fill
more, who received a majority of electoral votes in both
the free and the slave states.

It was because of Taylor’s military success alone that
he was chosen as a candidate. He himself acknowk
edged that he had never voted in his life, and had no
political training whatever; and many stories were told to
show his lack of acquaintance with political affairs. He
was a man of integrity, and proved to be a far better chief
officer than some who had had greater opportunities.
His death, which occurred after he had been sixteen
months in office, was an undoubted loss to the country.

269. California sets up a Government. (1849.) — With the
emigrants to California went a large number of ruffians,
thieves, and villains of all descriptions, and the condition
of that country was a lawless one. The order-loving men
among the emigrants, disgusted at the dilatoriness of Con-
gress, which had provided no government for them, set up
in 1849 a government of their own, and, by the advice of
President Taylor, applied to Congress for admission as a
state. A clause in the proposed constitution prohibiting
slavery aroused opposition to the measure among the
southern members of Congress. During the discussion of
the question the President died, and the Vice-President,
Millard Fillmore, assumed the duties of the Presidential
office.

270. Difficult Questions before Congress. (1849-1850.) —
Texas claimed that her western boundary was the rivet
Rio Grande to its source. This claim took in territory
which had always been considered a part of Mexico. But
the Texans, supported by the South as a whole, persevered
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in their claim. Should these claims of Texas be allowed ?
Should California come|injas-a free state? Should New
Mexico and Utah be organized as territories with or with-
out slavery? These were the questions before the Con-
" gress of 1849-1850.

Another matter was also forcing itself into notice. The
South complained that the old fugitive slave law of 1793,
for the return of runaway slaves to their owners, was not
enforced, and was inadequate. The North on its side com-

MEDAL PRESENTED BY CONGRESS TO HENRY CLAY.

plained of the slave trade in the city of Washington, de-
claring it to be a disgrace to the country. It was now
evident that the question of slavery had got into politics
and would stay there until some settlement could be made.

271. Compromise of 1850.— Extremists on both sides
demanded secession as the only remedy, while the moder-
ate men of both sides believed that some arrangement like
the Missouri Compromise could be made. Henry Clay
had come forward in 1820 as the “Great Pacificator”;
now through his influence a committee of the Senate pre-
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pared the “Omnibus Bill,” so called because it provided
for so many different, things.

The bill was a compromise measure designed to settle all
existing troubles. Its different provisions were taken up
separately, and finally passed one by one with little modifi-
cation. This arrangement is known as the Compromise of
1850. The chief points were (1) that California should be
admitted as a free state; (2) that New Mexico and Utah
should be organized as territories without reference to
slavery ; (3) that Texas should give up some of her claims
to the lands in dispute, but should receive $10,000,000 for
so doing; (4) that the slave trade in the District of Colum-
bia should be forbidden, though slavery itself should be
allowed!; (5) that a new and more stringent fugitive slave
law should be enacted.

272. Webster and the Fugitive Slave Law. (1850.) — The
debate in Congress over these measures was long and
bitter. Daniel Webster, in a speech on the 7th of March,
1850, defended the compromise and attacked the Aboli
tionists as disturbers of the country, at the same time
apologizing for slavery. This speech caused a great sen-
sation all over the country. Though his motive for mak-
ing it has never been clearly explained, it was probably
the fear of secession. Whatever the motive, Webster's
great influence was gone. Many of his former friends
looked upon him as a renegade, and even southern men
distrusted him. He died in 1852, without regaining his
former prestige.2

273. California admitted; the Fugitive Slave Law.

1 This, while yielding something to the antislavery sentiment, would allow
members of Congress and others to bring their slaves to the capital without
question.

2 See Whittier's poems, % Ichabod,” 1850, and % The Lost Occasion,” 18%a
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(1850.) — There seems to be little doubt that the Com-
promise of 1850 was acceptable tothe majority of the people
both north and south. What they wished for was peace.
California was admitted as a free state September 9, 1850,
and the other provisions of the compromise were carried out.

The new fugitive slave law, however, aroused much
feeling when it became more fully understood. Its pro-
visions were rigid. The whole matter was put under the
charge of United States officials. The fugitive was not
permitted to testify ; cases were to be decided without a
jury by a United States commissioner or judge, from
whose decision there was to be no appeal by kabeas corpus
or otherwise ; the simple affidavit of the alleged owner or
his agent was sufficient, on proof of identity, to send the
fugitive back into slavery ; on slight evidence the case could
be removed from the state where the alleged fugitive was
captured to the state from which it was claimed that he had
fled ; all persons were required to aid in the capture of the
runaways should the marshal call on them for help; ob-
structing the arrest of fugitives, or concealing them, or in
any way aiding their escape, was punishable by heavy fine
and by imprisonment.

At once there arose a cry from the North that such
a law was “ unjust, unconstitutional, and immoral.” As a
political measure the law was very unwise, for nothing that
had been done previously had so tended to force the subject
of slavery on the attention of the people of the North. It
was not long before many of the northern states passed
“ Personal Liberty Laws,” designed to obstruct as much
as possible the execution of the obnoxious law. Meanwhile
the Antislavery party was rapidly increasing.

274. Census ; Great Increase of Immigration. (1850.) —
The census of 1850 showed that the population had
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increased more than one-third over that of 1840. In every
way the country was growing ; manufactories were rapidly
increasing in' the eastern and middle states, railroads were
stretching out farther and farther west, and commerce, both
foreign and along the coast was extending, the United
States being surpassed in tonnage by Great Britain only.
The outlook for the country from a material point of view
was highly promising.

A great famine in Ireland in 1847 ; a number of political
revolutions in Europe, which forced many to leave their
homes ; the news of the discovery of gold in California;
and the stories of the freedom of America;—all com-
bined to cause a vast increase of immigration. From a
yearly average for the preceding twenty-five years of less
than one hundred thousand the number had grown to more
than three hundred thousand in 1850. It was a significant
fact that, with the most trifling exceptions, all these immi-
grants settled in the free states and territories.

275. Inventors. (1839-1846.) — Political quarrels and
struggles did not choke the spirit of invention and enter-
prise which is now recognized as an American characteris-
tic. It was, however, only after years of discouragement
and toil that Elias Howe, Jr., of Massachusetts, in 1846
patented his sewing-machine. The great feature of his
invention was the position of the eye in the point of the
needle; it was this that made his machine successful, and
all subsequent improvements have retained this feature.
It was not until 1854 that Howe fully established his claim
and reaped the reward of his ingenuity.

In 1839 Charles Goodyear and Nathaniel Haywood
of Connecticut discovered that sulphur mixed with india-
rubber at a high temperature would result in a composition
that can be worked into almost any shape. This process
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of treating rubber \with, sulphur is known as vulcanizing,
and was patented in 1844. Many great improvements
have since been made, and rubber is now extensively used
in the manufacture of a great variety of articles.
276. Postage (1845); Department of the Interior (1849).
— Previous to 1845 the postage on letters was charged
according to the number of sheets and the distance the
letter was carried, the amount due being- collected on
delivery.
In 1845 a new law was passed, reducing the postage to
_five cents for all distances under three hundred miles and
ten cents for greater distances, the charge to be according
to weight, a half-ounce being taken as the unit. In 1847
postage stamps of these denominations were issued and the
modern system of postal administration was fairly begun.
In 1851 the postage on letters was again reduced, a uniform
charge of three cents per half-ounce or fraction thereof
being established, regardless of distance, except in the
cases of the extreme West and the Pacific coast? In 1875
the International Universal Postal Union, with headquar-
ters at Berne, began operations, and now almost all nations

L Postage rates were fixed by act of Congress in 1792, and afterward modified
in 1816 and at other times. In 1843, for a distance not over thirty miles, the
rate for a single sheet was six cents ; from thirty to eighty miles, ten cents ;
eighty to one hundred and fifty miles, twelve and one-half cents, and so on,
according to distance, the highest rate being twenty-five cents for over four
hundred miles. Two pieces of paper were charged double these rates. These
were the inland charges ; ocean postage was proportionally higher.

2 The postage on papers, books, and printed matter was also (1851) greatly
lessened. In 1883 the letter rate was reduced to two cents, and in 1885 the
unit for domestic letter postage was made one ounce. Postal cards, introduced
by Austria, were first issued by the United States in May, 1873. Ocean post-
age was also, largely through the efforts of the United States, reduced to five
cents per half-ounce (or to speak accurately, per hfteen grammes), and
that upon printed matter in proportion.
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have joined it,'making uniform international postal rates
for nearly the whole world. This is one of the greatest
triumphs of modern civilization.

In 1849 a new department was added to the executive
branch of the government, called the Department of the
Interior, because everything under its charge is connected |
with internal affairs. None of the other branches of the
government has under its direction a greater variety of
interests; among them are the Public Lands, the Patent
Office, Pensions, the Indians, the Census, and Education.
The Secretary is a member of the President’s Cabinet
Most of the duties had previously been performed by the
Department of State.

277. New Party Leaders; Presidential Nominations.
(1852.) — John C. Calhoun died in 1850; Henry Clay
and Daniel Webster in 1852. New party leaders came
upon the scene from both the South and the North.
Among the Democrats were Stephen A. Douglas of

. Illinois and Jefferson Davis of Mississippi; among the

southern Whigs, Alexander H. Stephens of Georgia;
while the new Antislavery party gained great strength in
Congress by the election to seats in the House or Senate
of Charles Sumner of Massachusetts, Salmon P. Chase of
Ohio, and William H. Seward of New York.

A change in the great political parties of the country
was now inevitable. Slavery must divide the northern and
southern wings of both Democrats and Whigs. The anti-
slavery Whigs began to go to the Free-soil party, as did
also the antislavery Democrats of the North. In the
South the pro-slavery Whigs tended to unite with the
Democrats; thus in both North and South the Whigs
were losing numbers, while the Democratic losses in the
North were more than offset by the gains in the South.
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When the time came to choose a President, the Whigs,
hoping to win again through military glory, nominated
General Winfield Scott, with William A. Graham of North
Carolina for Vice-President. The Democrats nominated
Franklin Pierce of New Hampshire for President, and
William R. King of Alabama for Vice-President. Both
the Whigs and the Democrats upheld in their platforms
the Compromise of 1850, including the Fugitive Slave
Law. The Free-soil convention nominated John P. Hale
of New Hampshire and George W. Julian of Indiana. In
the election the Democrats carried all the states except
four, though in some the majority was small.l

278. Franklin Pierce; World’s Fairs; Japan. (1853.)
— The Free-soil party polled a smaller vote than in the
preceding election. It seemed as if the Compromise of
1850 was about to be fairly tested. Though Pierce had
been in political life for a number of years, and had been
a brigadier-general in the Mexican War, he had done
nothing to bring himself before the notice of the country
at large. He was chosen simply because the convention
was afraid to nominate o6ne of the party leaders.

Among the peaceful occurrences of this troubled admin-
istration may be mentioned the American World’s Fair,
which was held at New York in 1853. England had
held in 1851, at London, a grand exhibition to illustrate
the world’s progress in arts and sciences, and to this
she had invited the world to contribute. It had been a
great success, and the United States wished to follow her
example. The New York Fair was of great use in giv-
ing the American people a knowledge of the products and
manufactures-of other countries. These two fairs were

1The four states were Massachluetts, Vermont, Tennessee, and Ken-
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the pioneers of the numerous expositions which have fol
lowed in various lands. :

Japan, like China, had closed her ports to foreign coun-
tries for centuries. Commodore Matthew C. Perry was
sent in 1853 to try to open negotiations, and succeeded in
1854 in making a treaty with the military ruler of Japan by
which certain ports were opened. Skilful diplomacy accom-
plished that which other nations had attempted in vain.

279. Pacific Railroad; ¢ Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” (18s3.)
— The acquisition of California, the discovery of gold
there, and the prospect of intercourse with Japan, height-
ened the desire for communication between the Atlantic
and Pacific oceans by some route shorter than that around
Cape Horn or that by the way of the Isthmus. With this
end in view the government sent out, in 1853, an expedi-
tion to examine the different routes that might seem suit-
able for a railroad to the Pacific. A full report of these
various surveys was published by Congress; it forms a
valuable account of that part of the country at that time.
It was not until 1862 that a Pacific railroad was begun,
and seven years went by before the East and West were
joined by rails (sect. 366).

In 1852 Harriet Beecher Stowe published “ Uncle Tom's
Cabin,” a story of slave life in the South. This book made
an immense sensation ; within a year of its publication over
three hundred thousand copies had been sold. It presented
the subject of slavery in a way that took hold of the public,
and was largely instrumental in changing the question from
a political to a moral one. Few books have had so rapid
and so wide a circulation. It was read all over Europe,
and has been translated into twenty different languages!

1 Its popularity is still great. It was first issued as a serial story, 1851-1842,in
the National Era, an antislavery newspaper published a4 the city of Washington
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280. Kansas-Nebraska Bill. (1854.) — By the Missouri
Compromise (sect.,205) slavery was not, to be allowed out-
side of the state of Missouri, north of the line of 36° 30'.
The Compromise of 1850 (sect. 271) had done nothing to
interfere with this arrangement, for it related only to land
acquired from Mexico, while the Missouri Compromise
related to the Louisiana Purchase. It would seem that
slavery as a national question had been settled, at least
for a time, by the compromises of 1820 and of 1850.

In 1854 Stephen A. Douglas, a Democratic senator
from Illinois, introduced into Congress what is known as
the “Kansas-Nebraska Bill,” providing for the organiza-
tion of two new territories west of Missouri and Iowa, both
within the Louisiana Purchase and north of the line of 36°
30. It was further declared that the question of slavery
in the territories was one to be decided by the inhabitants
of the territories, and not by Congress; that Congress, in

1820, had no right to legislate concerning slavery, and that

therefore it was still an open question.

This doctrine, as stated in the bill, was called at the time
¢ Squatter Sovereignty,” the early settlers being often called
squatters. Though the northern members of Congress in-
sisted that this was a breach of faith, and that such a
result was not thought of in the Compromise of 1850,
the bill was passed and signed by the President.

281. American Party. (1852-1856.) — About this time
a new party was organized, called by its members the
“ American Party,” but generally known as the “ Know-
Nothing ” party. This name arose from the fact that in
the earlier days of the organization it was a secret order,
and its members, when asked any questions about it, always
answered, “I don’t know.” As the name American indi-
cated, it was opposed to everything foreign, its watchword
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being “ America for Americans.” The large increase in
the number of immigrants, and the looseness with which
the naturalization laws were carried out, made the restric-
tion of the suffrage to native Americans, and to those who
had resided for a long period in the United States, a car-
dinal doctrine of the “ Americans.” To this was added,
at first, opposition to the alleged political influence of the
Catholic Church.

This party grew rapidly, and at one time it seemed likely
to become a rival to the Democrats; but, dodging the
question of slavery, it tried to make “nativism”’ a national
issue. Where so many voters were themselves immigrants,
it was natural that the attempt failed. The party disap-
peared after the Presidential election of 1856.

282. Condition of the South. (1852.) — The southern
people did not encourage free immigrants, for they were
afraid that free labor would make the slaves discontented,
and in the end lead to insurrections. In fact, the slave
holder was afraid of anything that might increase the
intelligence of his slaves, and this was natural; for he had
found from experience that as a negro gained knowledge
he became more dissatisfied with his condition.

The result of this policy was that even agriculture be-
came less and less profitable; the cultivation of cotton and
tobacco claiming in many parts of the South almost the
whole attention of the planters, while wheat and corn,
both of which were adaptcd to the climate, were too often
neglected. Rotation of crops in many places was not
observed, and the land was not properly enriched.

Though the aggregate of the cotton and tobacco crops
increased, the profits became less, on account of the waste-
ful and unscientific methods of cultivation employed. The
plantations were often managed by overseers who had little
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or no interest in anything 'except’in-getting the largest
returns year by year, regardless of the effect on the land;
the slaves, on their part, wished to do as little work as
possible, and were apt to distrust improved methods and
implements; and some of the planters paid little atten-
tion to their estates, often spending a large part of their
time away from home.

So, though it was not recognized at the time, the South
was pursuing an unwise policy if she wished to keep abreast
of the North. A very few, in both North and South, saw
the real tendency of affairs and spoke out, but they were
not believed. One thing, however, the southern leaders
did see clearly, which was that their political power would
before long be greatly lessened unless something could be
done to change the course of events.

283. Representation in Congress; Cuba. (1850-1852.) —
The. membership of the House of Representatives is based
upon population; and as the free states were increasing
faster than the slave states (Appendix V1.), it was simply
a question of time when the former would have control of
both branches of Congress. The South had long seen
this. An examination of the tables of representation in
Congress (Appendix V.) will show that from 1820 to
1848 the representation of the sections of the country in
the Senate were equal. This was due to the fact that
a slave state was admitted to balance every free state, but
in 1850 this arrangement came to an end by the admission
of California as a free state. So it was clear that in the
Senate also the South would lose control if anything
should divide the Democratic party. For this reason, it
was a mistake for the Democrats to support the Kansas-
Nebraska Bill, as it could hardly fail to divide the northern
Democrats.

Representa-
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One'way' to retain power was to asquire more territory
which would be open to slavery. For this purpose the
island of Cuba offered great attractions: in it slavery
already existed ; it was fertile and well adapted to the cuk
tivation of crops usually raised by slave labor; and it was
owned by Spain, a weak and needy power, who might be
forced, if not cajoled, into disposing of it to a powerful
neighbor. At first, adventurers tried to seize Cuba, with
the idea of subsequent admission to the Union. These
Filibusters, as they were called, were unsuccessful in their
attempts to seize the island ; a number of them were cap-
tured, and were promptly executed by the Spanish govern-
ment.! '

284. Ostend Manifesto. (1854.) —In 1854 the United
States ministers to Great Britain, France, and Spain, who
were respectively James Buchanan, John Y. Mason, and
Pierre Soulé, were instructed by President Pierce to meet
and confer as to the best means of acquiring Cuba.

They met at Ostend, Belgium, and after some discussion
issued what is known as the “ Ostend Manifesto,” a doce
ment in which they said that the possession of Cuba was
a necessity for the United States; and that if Spain per-
sisted in refusing to sell the island, the United States
would be justified in seizing it. This paper occasioned
considerable comment abroad, but the passage of the
Kansas-Nebraska Bill and the threatening aspect of
home affairs, prevented any further agitation of the sub-
ject.

1"The most notorious of the Filibusters was “ General ” William Walker,
who organized several expeditions against the Central American States
between 1855 and 1860. After actually succeeding in making himself at one
time President of Nicaragua, he was at last captured and shot in Honduras,
in 1860. The Civil War put an end to filibustering.
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285 Troubles in Kansas (1854-1858.) — The principle Troublesin

of “squatter sovereignty !’;haying been made the rule for Kansas.

the new territories, it was evident that the party which
could secure the greatest number of settlers would decide
whether the territory, and the subsequent state, should be
free or slave. Accordingly, as soon as the bill was
signed, both North and South began to pour settlers into
the new territories, but especially into Kansas.

In this struggle the North had the decided advantage,
for the slaveholders hesitated about taking their slaves
where there was a risk of losing them. In the eastern
states great interest was taken in this western emigration,
and societies were organized for encouraging and aiding it.
In order to avoid Missouri, the emigrants from the free
states took the roundabout way through Iowa.

The settlers who opposed slavery were soon in the
majority ; but as all the settlers were near the Missouri
boundary, the pro-slavery party was reénforced by men
from the latter state, who at every election crossed the
line and voted more than enough ballots to counterbalance
the free vote; sometimes, indeed, the number of ballots
counted was more than the whole number of voters in the
territory.

The free settlers declined to recognize legislatures so
chosen or laws made by them, but, holding elections of
their own, chose legislatures and framed constitutions in
accord with their own views. Of course, the pro-slavery
element refused to acknowledge these actions, and un-
fortunately the trouble did not stop with words and
elections. Men were attacked and shot, public buildings,
houses, and even whole villages were destroyed by the

Kansas

cmigrants,

“Border Ruffians,” as they were called. The settlers “Border
from the East and North, feeling that their just rights Ruffans”
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were invaded, met force with force, and retaliated with
a severity perhaps quite equal to that which they them-
selves experienced. The whole territory was in a state
. of actual war.

The administration at Washington generally sided with
the pro-slavery party; but though governor after governor
was sent out, it seemed impossible to preserve peace. It
was not long before the free settlers had so increased in
numbers as to be warranted in asking that the territory
should be admitted to the Union as a state, but though
they petitioned Congress more than once, their request was
not granted until 1861.

SUMMARY.

The annexation of Texas brought on war with Mexico, in which the
United States was successful. New Mexico and Upper California were
annexed to the United States.

By treaty with Great Britain the Oregon question was settled by taking
the line 49° north latitude as the boundary. The Independent Treasury
system was established under Polk. Gold was discovered in California
and there was in 1849 a great rush of emigrants to the gold fields.

The Whigs elected Taylor President in 1848. He died, and Vice-
President Fillmore succeeded. A great compromise between the slav-
ery and antislavery men in Congress was arranged in 1850. Cali-
fornia was admitted as a state, 1850. Calhoun died in 1850, and Clay
and Webster in 1852. The Kansas-Nebraska Bill allowed “squatter
sovereignty,” and the Kansas troubles followed.
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INCREASE OF SECTIONAL FEELING.
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286. ¢ Anti-Nebraska Men *’; Republicans; Charles Sum-
ner. (1854-1856.) — The Kansas trouble caused intense
excitement in the country and on the floors of Congress,
and “bleeding Kansas” was a phrase often used in the
North. In the election following the passage of the Kan-
sas-Nebraska Bill the opponents of the measure united and
elected enough members to control the House of Repre-
sentatives.

It was not long before the Anti-Nebraska men, as they
were called, took the name of Republicans, and formed the
Republican party. This party, since so well known, was
composed chiefly of the old northern antislavery Whigs,
with whom were joined many of those who held anti-
slavery views in the Free-soil, the American, and the
Democratic parties. The new party had few sympathizers
in the South, except among the Germans of Missouri and
among the inhabitants of western Virginia.

During the debate in Congress Charles Sumrer, a sena-
tor from Massachusetts, spoke very severely of one of the
South Carolina senators. Preston S. Brooks, a member
of the House of Representatives from South Carolina, and
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a nephew of the aggrieved senator, came into the Senate
chamber after the adjournment of that body, and attack-
ing 'Sumner’who’'was 'seated at his desk, beat him about
the head with a heavy cane, injuring him so severely that
for nearly four years he was unable to resume his place.

For this assault Brooks was censured by the House of
Representatives and fined by a Washington court of justice.
He at once resigned his place, but was almost unani-
mously reélected, only six votes being cast against him.
This incident added greatly to the bitter feeling already
existing between the great sections of the country.

287. Presidential Nominations and Election of 1856. —
The Presidential election of 1856 was one of . the most
important that had yet been held. The Democrats nomi-
nated James Buchanan of Pennsylvania, and John C.
Breckinridge of Kentucky, both supporters of the Kan-
sas-Nebraska Bill; the American party ignored the slavery
question, and nominated Millard Fillmore of New York,
and Andrew J. Donelson of Tennessee. The new Repub-
lican party met for the first time in a convention, and nom-
inated John C. Frémont of California, and William L.
Drayton of New Jersey. The cry of the new party was,
“Free soil, free speech, free men, and Frémont.”

In the election which followed, Buchanan and Breckin-
ridge were chosen; but the new party, hardly two years
old, had carried eleven out of the fifteen free states, and
polled a popular vote of nearly a million and a half.

The Americans carried only the state of Maryland, and
from this time ceased to exist as a party. The signs of
the times clearly indicated that, in another four years, an
antislavery President might be chosen.

288. ¢“Dred Scott Case’: Fugitive Slaves. (1856-
18s57.) — Curiously enough, the constitutionality of the
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Missouri Compromise (sect205)had never been brought
before the United States Supreme Court until “ The Dred
Scott Case”! in 1855. Though the case had been argued
before the court, the decision was not made public till
after the inauguration of Buchanan.

When published, the “ Dred Scott decision” created
great indigngtion in the North, for it upheld the extreme
southern view of slavery in almost all respects. It said,
in short, that negroes could not be citizens ; that they were
property, and therefore slaves could be taken anywhere in
the United States in the same way as other property ; that
the Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional; and that
Congress had no right to forbid slavery in the territories.

If the Kansas-Nebraska Bill had been obnoxious to the
North, this decision was far more so, and many deter-
mined to ignore it, and if needful, to resist the execution
of decrees in accordance with it. That Chief Justice
Taney was sincere in his opinion no one can doubt, but
he allowed himself to go beyond the legal questions at
issue, and to make a political and historical argument
which was, to say the least, inappropriate and unbecoming.

Soon after the rise of the antislavery movement there

1 Dred Scott, a negro slave of Missouri, was taken in 1834 by his owner,
first into Illinois, and then into Minnesota Territory. This latter was part of
the country from which slavery was excluded by the Missouri Compromise.
While in Minnesota Scott married. He was brought back to Missouri in
1838. After some time he discovered that by previous decisions of the Mis-
souri courts his residence in Illinois and Minnesota had made him a free man.
Having been whipped by his master he brought suit against him, claiming that
he himself was a free man. The court, before which the case came, decided
in his favor. On appeal, the Supreme Court of Missouri reversed this deci-
sion. Scott’s owner now sold him and his family to a citizen of New York.
‘The case was taken into the United States Courts, and was finally appealed to
the Supreme Court in 1855. Here the decision (1857) was against Scott, as
given above. Dred Scott was afterward set free by his owner.

¢ Dred
Scott Case.®

“ Dred
Scott”
decision.
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came into existence what was known as “ The Underground

Railroad.” This was simply the concerted action of a2 num-

ber of Abolitionists who sympathized with the fugitive

slaves, secreted them, and helped them on from point to

point on their way to Canada or some other place of safety.

Several instances of fugitive slaves reclaimed under the

law of 1850 excited much anger in the North, and made the
execution of the law more and more difficult.

When the decision of the Supreme Court was added to

what had been done befpre, the patience of many was ex-

hausted, and they made no

secret of their views; thus

the feeling between the

sections became more em-

bittered than ever. Still

the majority of the people

of the free states looked

upon slavery as a necessary

evil in the states where it

existed, and believing that

it was in such cases a state

matter, would have gladly

JAMES BUCHANAN. " welcomed a way to take it

Jaues BUCHANAN was born in Pennsylvania, . o0t
April 23, 1791.  He graduated at Dickinson Col: out Of natlonal POhthS-

lege, 1809, and studied law.  He was member  The Abolitionists in 1857
gress, 1820; to Russia, 1831;

Senéwr. 3: gn;.qtzrs.m;‘;e.,; milnin:; were a small company.

to Great Britain, 1853-1857; and was elect

President, 1856. His career as President is 289- ]ames Buchanan;

noted elsewhere. He died June 1, 1868, the Mormons. (1857 ) —

James Buchanan was sixty-six years old. He was a man of

good character, a trusted politician in his party, which had

bestowed upon him many political offices, and he was
favorable to the pro-slavery element. He declared it to be
his purpose to execute the “high and responsible duties”
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of his office “in such’'a’manner-as'to restore harmony and
ancient friendship among the people of the several states.”

The Mormons (sect. 254) had prospered in Utah. The
soil was made to produce large crops by means of irriga-
tion. Brigham Young was the pioneer of this system in
the West. The success in Utah led to the introduction of
irrigation in California, Arizona, and the inter-mountain
states, where its importance can hardly be overestimated.

Misunderstandings and difficulties arose from time to
time between the United States authorities and the settlers,
but no actual conflict took place. v
- 290. Panic; Ocean Telegraph Cable. (1857.) — The
country was so prosperous that, as in 1837, many new
enterprises were started. Railroads were built faster than
they were needed, and the earnings in many cases were not
enough to pay expenses, much less dividends. Soon a
very large number of railroad shares were thrown upon
the market for sale,-resulting in a panic, which affected
business generally. The number of mercantile failures
in the country was very great.

As early as 1846 a telegraphic message had been sent
under the Hudson River, by means of a wire covered with
gutta-percha. This had proved that it was practicable to
send messages under water, and soon cables of mederate
length were laid on the beds of rivers and under narrow
bodies of water. Cyrus W. Field, a wealthy merchant of
New York, became interested in a project to lay a tele-
graphic line across the Atlantic Ocean.

A company of English and Americans was formed, and
soundings were made in the ocean to discover the nature
of the bottom. It was found that between Newfoundland
and Ireland the depth did not exceed two and one-half
miles, while the bottom was nearly level. This has since

Mormons,

Panic of
1857.

Ocean
telegraph,
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been, ¢alled the Telegraphic Plateau. After many experi-
ments and efforts a line was successfully laid in 1858, but,
after a few messages had been sent back and forth, it
refused to work; the practicability of an ocean telegraph
had been demonstrated, however, though it was not until
1866 that a thoroughly successful cable was laid (sect
"364). '

Gold in 291. Gold; Silver; Oil Fields. (1858-1859.) — Little

Colorado. K534 been known of the mineral resources of the country
between Kansas and the Rocky Mountains, but in 1858
gold was discovered in Colorado; and in the same year the

DENVER IN 1858,
From a sketch.

Silver in famous Comstock lode at Virginia City, Nevada, was found,

Nevads.  one of, the richest silver deposits in the world. Mines of
gold and silver, and of other valuable minerals, including
coal, were discovered in different parts of the West, show-
ing it to be a region rich in mineral wealth.

Oil fieldsof  Tn 1859, some men who were digging a well near Titus-

m"l' ville, in western Pennsylvania, struck a deposit of coal-oil
or petroleum, and the “oil fields” of Pennsylvania and of
other states soon brought vast wealth to their owners. The
oil itself nearly displaced the animal oils hitherto used for
illumination, and became an article of great commercial
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importance. The products manufactured out of the crude
oil are almost innumerable ; they include dyes, medicines,
and materials used in almost all the arts, and the list is
continually increasing.

292. John Brown. (1859.) — In the autumn of 1859 the Jobn
whole country, but especially the South, was 'startled by Brown,
what seemed to be an attempt to incite the slaves to an 1859-
insurrection.

John Brown, of Ossawatomie, Kansas, had been prom-
inent in the Kansas war, and was filled with a desire to
liberate the slaves of the
South. Supposing that
an opportunity and a
leader were all that was
needed to arouse them,
he, with a force of less
than twenty-five men,
seized the United States
arsenal at Harper’s
Ferry, on the Potomac,
in Virginia. Of course
he was soon overpow-
ered, and several of his followers, including two of his
sons, were killed. He himself, badly wounded, was taken
prisoner with most of his little band.

John Brown was tried by the Virginia courts, condemned,
and executed. Inthe South this attempt was regarded as a
proof that many in the free states wished to incite insurrec-
tions among the slaves; while, in the North, surprise was
mingled with pity and admiration for the self-sacrificing
courage of the man, though the majority wholly disap-
proved of his action, and looked upon him as a fanatic.

293. Presidential Nominations. (1860.) — The great

HARPER'S FERRY IN 1859.
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Presidentil Democratic party was now confronted with the question of

nomina-  glayery| in‘away)thaticould not be ignored. In 1860, at

tions, 1860 ¢he convention for nominating a candidate for President,
after a discussion that showed jrreconcilable differences,
the delegates separated; the two. portions, each holding
a new convention, nominated each its own candidates.
One division supported Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois, and
Herschel V. Johnson of Georgia, and popular sovereignty;
while the other division, holding pro-slavery views, nomi-
nated John C. Breckinridge of Kentucky and Joseph Lane
of Oregon.

The American party, the remnant of the old Whigs,
and some Deémocrats, calling themselves the Constitu
tional Union party, nominated John Bell of Tennessee,
and Edward Everett of Massachusetts, adopting as their
platform the indefinite declaration, “ The Constitution of
the country, the union of the states, and the enforcement
of the laws.”

The Republicans nominated Abraham Lincoln of Illinois,
and Hannibal Hamlin of Maine (sect. 299).

Thus there were four tickets in the field; probably there
never was a time when the actual political feelings of the
country were better represented by party candidates.

Political The Douglas platform said that “squatter sovereignty”

“platforms,” and the Supreme Court must settle the slavery question.

1860, The Breckinridge platform said that ‘Slavery must be
taken into the territories and protected there.” The Union
party evaded the question of slavery altogether. The
Republican platform said that slavery must be kept out
of the territories, whatever else might happen.

The division of their opponents gave a good majority
of the electoral votes to the Republican candidates, who
received also the largest popular vote, and carried every
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free state except New Jersey, where three electoral votes
were cast for Douglas.

204. Secession. (1860-1861.) — For the first time a dis-
tinctly antislavery party had elected a President, and
though the new Congress had not a Republican majority
in either house, the southern leaders thought the time had
come to resort to separation. Had the question of seces-
sion been submitted to a pop-

ular vote, in 1860, a]l the mm

southern states, except South

Carolina, would probably have | MPBREURY
EXTRA.

given a negative answer.
The Legislature of South

e
Carolina, which still cast the B el S
electoral vote of the state, re- N e Y
. N “ . . S .
mained in session until Lin- oanm et e s e
X brinnpinr g RN
coln’s election was assured, ST e
. . o Loty tgunhiep pablos b
and then, calling a convention, oSt

adjourned. The convention T
soon met, and on December ""l°"

20, 1860, passed an ordinance -
of secession. This document -
declared “ that the union now 'lssotvnn‘
subsisting between South
Carolina and other states,
under the name of the ‘United 4 CHARLESTON BROADSIDE.

States of America,’ is hereby dissolved.” The governor
of the state issued a proclamation announcing the fact;
preparations were at once made to provide for an inde-
pendent government, and messengers were sent to the

other slave states to persuade them to follow the example
f South Carolina.

Within about six weeks Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, :

Secession.

South Caro-
lina secedes,
December
20, 1860,
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Georgia, and Louisiana had held conventions and passed
secession ordinances. . The remaining slave states declined
to follow at once, desiring to wait further developments.

295. Confederate States of America. (1861.) — Delegates
from the states named, appointed by the conventions, met
February 4, 1861, at Montgomery, Alabama, and organ-
ized a government under the name of “The Confederate
States of America.” A provisional constitution was adopted
February 8, and the next day the Congress elected for one
year Jefferson Davis of Mississippi provisional President,
and Alexander H. Stephens of Georgia Vice-president,
each state having one vote. A permanent constitution
was adopted by the Congress March 11, and was ratified
by the conventions of the states to which it was referred.
On February 23, Texas had joined the ranks of the seces-
sionists, and now became a member of the Confederacy.

The constitution was that of the United States, modified
or changed where it seemed necessary. The words “ Con-
federate States” and “ Confederacy "’ were substituted for
“ United States ” and “ Union "’ wherever the latter phrases
occurred. Among the changes were the distinct assertion
of “the sovereign and independent character” of each
state;! the introduction of the word “slave”; the prohibi-
tion of protective tariffs, and of appropriations of public
money for internal improvements; the permission granted
to the President to veto items in appropriation bills, and
to the Congress to allow each member of the Cabinet a
seat upon the floor of either house ““ with the privilege of
discussing any measure appertaining to his department.”
The term of the President was made six years, and he was
restricted to one term.

1 Notwithstanding this, the constitution provided for “a permanent federal
government.”
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296. Confederate Government; State Sovereignty. — The Confederate
government never was completely established, as no Su- government
preme Court was organized. The sessions of the Congress
were generally held in secret, and it did little but register -
the will of the executive branch of the government; the
war powers granted to the executive, or exercised by it,
overrode everything else.

In the conduct of the early secession movement there
seems to have been an endeavor to copy the action of the
colonies at the time of the Declaration of Independence.
Everything was referred to conventions, and it was
only after the war had begun that measures were re-
ferred to a popular vote. .

So fully was the doctrine of state sovereignty held in State sover.
the South that as soon as a state had seceded, even though cignty.
the method may not have been approved, the citizens as
a whole went with the state. Many who had spoken
strongly against secession, chiefly on the ground of its
being inexpedient, afterward supported the act in legisla-
tive assemblies and on the battle-field.

297. Buchanan; Peace Conference. (1861.) — Mean-
while the United States Congress had met, and President
Buchanan sent in his message, taking ground somewhat
similar to that which Andrew Jackson had taken thirty
years before.

But while denying the right of secession, Buchanan Buchanan’s
apparently doubted whether the United States had the Position-
legal power to coerce a state, and he refused to assume
the responsibility of even attempting to take any such
measure while Congress was in session.

It was natural that men’s thoughts should be turned
back to other crises in the history of the country, and that
an effort to compromise should be tried. A peace con-
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ference was called by Virginia to meet-at Washington
and was attended by delegates from twenty-one states;
but the proposed amendments to the Constitution were
unsatisfactory, and the conference did little more than
show that even the moderate men of the country could not
agree on a compromise. '

298. Inaction at the North; Fort Sumter. (1861.)—
Buchanan’s Cabinet was composed in part of southern
men, and was divided in sentiment; some members sym-
pathized with the South, and some did not believe in
coercion. The result was inaction when the times called
loudly for prompt and vigorous measures. This halting
and vacillating conduct of the government was of great
advantage to the southern leaders.

As soon as a state had passed an ordinance of seces-
sion its senators and representatives in the United States
Congress withdrew, generally taking leave of Congress
in a speech. All this time the government was doing
little or nothing to prepare for a conflict, while the southern
states were seizing the United States stores of military
supplies, drilling militia, and making every preparation
for armed resistance.

Fort Moultrie, in the harbor of Charleston, South Caro-
lina, was garrisoned ‘by a small body of troops under the
command of Major Robert Anderson. Anticipating an
attack by the state troops, he determined to remove his
little force to Fort Sumter in the harbor, which though
unfinished, seemed to offer a better chance of defence.

On the evening of December 26, 1860, he transferred
his troops and supplies. These latter were scanty even for
the few men that he had. At length President Buchanan
sent a merchant steamer, the Szar of the West, to Charles-
ton with supplies for the garrison, but a battery which the
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state authorities had thrown up on Morris Island fired
upon her, and she returned without landing her supplies.

299. Inauguration of Lincoln.

1861, all the forts be-
longing to the United
States in the seceded
states, except Sumter in
South Carolina, Pickens
at Pensacola, Florida,
and the defences at Key
West, had been surren-
dered to the state author-
ities. Seven states had
declared themselves out
of the Union, and it was
believed if any force

were used to compel’

them to return to the
Union the remaining
slave states also would
secede. The views of
the people of the free
states were unknown,
though it was believed
that many would be un-
willing that an appeal
should be made to force.
Such was the condition
of the country when the
time for the inauguration
of Lincoln drew near.

the hard, rough-and-tumble life of a fi

(1861.) — Before March,

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

ABRAHAM LincoLN, President 1861-1865, was
born in Hardin County, Kentucky, February 1a,
1809, and died April 15,1865. Recent investigations
show that his family was of good New England
stock. His father moved to Indiana in 1816, and in
1830 to Illinois. Abraham Lincoln’s early life was
settler,
He learned to chop wood and split rails, to help his
father in carpentry, and in all kinds of farm work.
He said of himself he went to school * by littles,”
and *“ in all it did not amount to more than a year.”
But he read every book and newspaper that he could
get hold of, and everything he read he made his
own. Whatever he undertook he mastered. He
was a L , and a land sur-
veyor; later he studned law, was elected to the Legis-
lature, and was representative in Congress 1847
1849 (sect. 257). He was candidate for United
States Senator in 1858, but was defeated by Stephen
A. Douglas, with whom he had travelled through
the state debating political questions. His kindly
nature, great ability, and broad statesmanship
gained for him the affection and confidence of the
people to a degree unequalled except in the case of
Washington.

.

The prospect was very discouraging. Some of Lincoln’s
friends, who feared the risk of a public journey, persuaded

Condition of
the country,
March,
1861.
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him to travel secretly the last part of the way to Washing-
ton. He was inaugurated on the 4th of March, a large
body of | troops (béing 'present by arrangement of General
Scott. '

Lincoln’s inaugural address was conciliatory and far
removed from anything like abolitionism. The situation
of the new administration
was difficult in the extreme;
many of the office-holders
were in sympathy with the
secessionists, and it was al-
most impossible to know in
whom to trust. The Presi-
dent, while conciliatory, soon
made it clear that his admin-
istration would not be lacking

in firmness.
300. Sumter fired upon.

W. H. SEWARD,

WiLuan H. SEwARD was born in New
York, May 16, 180o1. He studied law. He
was elected governor, 1838, and was sent to
the United States Senate, 1849. He was a
leading antislavery Whig and was one of
the fcunders of the Republican party. He
was a didate for the Presidency in 1860,
but Lincoln obtained the nomination. He
was Secretary of State, 1861-1869, and
showed great ability in his conduct of affairs.
He died at Auburn, New York, October 10,

(April 12, 1861.) — Shortly
after the inauguration, the
Secretary of State, William
H. Seward, refused to recog-
nize a delegation sent from
the Confederate Congress at
Montgomery, to treat for an
amicable separation. On the

1873.

8th of April President Lin-
coln’s official notification that Fort Sumter would be pro-
visioned by force, if necessary, reached the governor of
South Carolina, orders having been given to send a fleet
thither. Before the fleet could reach its destination, the
Confederates had opened fire upon Fort Sumter, April 12,
by the batteries which had been built along the shores of




IYERSBY YRINIRIYD KT 1D PuIwY) 828

POUOLIYBY I8 [JDMT 1Y DRIV RND IYIRD YISYN b DSRpad
PD SN YBYYS DY DMV PR YISO 1Y DWIWNY DTN (Yagn P
BOR PR POINNYI PINOYINRIPRIOEDNS  R0IWEN IR Y1 P
DEN WD SN YDNTI ¥ DB DMYNNLR WI PR WD JYnd oy
DIONIPIYOENY DET BIPD S8WIN

DOR PR POIIDIVR DM [POORNYI DX (ORPS DEN YIPY RMY
PARN ISP PIVR ND BN DR IO PR OCDYDYIWIR PPN PR
“EOBDIDIN W D YIS KT ONVBSODY (VDRRIYIN JYNIMIAN MM
SEED'D [YAND YDDEYI DI YD YN W I PR Oy
PR DY PR ,INI D IYOMIPIIR T IVINT DEN I RM DWW DI
JINWRIR TP YD YD [I0YN PR VDM Y TAYDAR DYDY
SE5D DINDYI O8I BRN ,LYDYIWIR YNPI PR W DI LDIMNNB W
DVTYDRSTNIY B (YSTINT BIN [RENIDDIDIS T I

— (1861 ,12 9'BY) .BITINIOND WHDND IWDOPD KT 300
PR ODORNYI BYPBYNMR PR DIYTIIE YT RN DTN DY p¥Ip N
J1ONOMY LJUDVTIMIYSNIIN YISYDNR B WOLYIDYD T LRD ,bb
IYORWIVDIND W DR [RUVVIVOPT 8 PIPPIVIN 1Y LINIDIY P ,TINVD
IVoVDIR (VAN YSTIRAWE 1Y DPWYI DN MIYDRILIED DD DININD
DD TMWNNI YT ORN SMBEN YO8 By (KD (YISTIMD 8 AR
DIRDYI SINYDNE LN [SRPIS LIYINYID DRT LIVINRDIY BN M
DIRMIYID DD PN DINMYD BYN WHORD INVOYD KT I8 LINLY
Y3 PPV (P DY DN IR VD5 DB RSN YT DW BN I Pk
KT WINR 57BN (VD12 DYT YBROD ¥ AN (VP 1% PSYEYI {ymgn
IPIINDYR (VOSIWIVDIND RV IVIND LS8 R VI BED YORSD
IINPI (YT DEN IMOPBNI KT DD TYDDED INDOYD W MR oW
DY IWIED PR LIVDNN INDDOINYD ND (Va3 KT 12 BOYBZYIDIN
MR PR WD WA DD MWOW ¥ TR LWBDIYYI PUNY vy

fot 328 FOMI WINPT AR AT DIDYI 193 DYHIN ,TIW1D .1 DEYIM (*
LPTIEDYTIYY DVYNDY DRN W (1801 8D IYDIG BT DN 1 R OIWNYI Iy
DVIYD PR IVIWNYI DPWYI TR IR WMWIIPNEI DB 1838 MY IR IIMENYI DIAYNYS 1R
DEM DM KT ND WD B VNI PR W 1849 'R IPDREDY FOIIVRIYD R'T 1D
APISP2IMBYY WIT DD WA RYT 1D WINR IR DR NIWDEDY 1Y Y3 1Py
DX MDIEE KT YIAR LOYINPID IEE DETTD 1YNYI 1800 TR IR 1R NP e
NP3 W PR 1869—1861 VIR RYT IR IOEDI? DYNYRANR DIYOEYIOMIE WM
o PNt IFDVUDINIPD YONTI DINEYI BEN Y MR IVDIIYIYIG YIVOIYDIR MDD WRYIDYD
A8T2 ,AYa8DDR 1010 DY DMWY 1V 1M DR IV 1 NP D08 1M1y



829 IYoBYI YYD B DR W

PR INDDYD WHLHDRD W PR IRNDE KT KN DYINI PR Prane ‘

JUOM3 1Y (VIINDYINS [VINT IVDINT DYDINISD KT IR [VIISRIOMR
ANy R BSVDYINE DIIND IYAIVWONR P (RDWLY IND BN
[VOENY IPNOND DED Y SKD NI PR DMSTDIID BINEYI BN DEN
1D PR DMTE N3 DD DAY 1D TR BIMYIE (YOEIOND Pt b

SNPTIIDREI KT NP3 O (YORDYI BN WIRINK

SYB'BSD DYT ND MY

Sp30D DY P> 938EYT 1yoEs DT 1@ 1ypnpd yund Epoydys-1mss
1D TWDEYD § IPAPI PDIVIONIR PO WD BEIYD 'R (YENPI Bp/an’ie ¢
D58 IYREIDELYT RIT 1ID IYWNPI BOAPIPI 18568 'R TR 1PYPIID DONWTY N
JUDREDY IRYEDID YT 1ID RSP 1PN 1PN PIED 03By YT mpTipe
I PR TIWI TR PV DI BIRTNIRIYPD VR ~DPTRID BRPD TPV W
1PWNY3 BANOPI IR 1858 WM [IX DITIND-DIPTINM WO ¥ IYNPI TIR 1857
T 1PONa9E BIPRRADIR 083 BER PSSP [ BET priDsapSyn 8 18ppe 1
RT IR 1858 WM 1R IYNPI wOPPINMIY [PINT EIENPS 1D (P P
DN ITIPD BN TIIWA 18 1859 W 1R $13MNopR 10 IOy S
DORTNRIPD DET IPREODT RIT IPNPMIITIEDIIN 1850 R BSEOYI LY 1183 [EENT
JYNENPI BYEOPANA (IR (PIEDPI IR 1IEID 33P0

SPTIPIPIDIR I8 IPNPI IR 1860 WIMY ('R ABDED-ONEN [YRIPTINIYE W
SUBEDIS2RBYY RIT 1D 1pIeNpa wOpmwpaniIng R Py L19%p3'9 opapame
L1860 ,PI0PEYT IR IYDINPIIR T BEN EINOEWP TIT Pruasenny pnpa ne
JBIDIDID [YmREDY KT D (PWNPI ma%EDPasEs 983 1R Spaw amk m
D IYEREDY JYREIIYDIED RIT  DYODYM IR BIPTTINPTT 808808 TN
IR DI JEDPDYRIT 1861 NEIBPD IR IPIWNPI DTSR 1PIT #ppoe
-11pIB-DINY DO DIPDIBD N PIMOPPOE 1k wapTriyie 0S8 1wy mOnynn
IDIR IPITTINN B AN JYRIDIWHE KT [PIWINPI 1P [PAVBYI KT BN
OpT BDE IR IWNPI DIWVEPAINR IR I5EPNG Jradepiy B3 jynpa ppant
aTOPD YT ANR IPIWNPI  [YOETYR IR 91k ypiz OYT 1861 PO i
JAP3P3PPRIN PIT BEN AWOPD KT JEEDBTD 1D IYDEN 1R yuded




Increase of Sectional Feeling. 329

Charleston harbor, and to this Major Anderson had replied. Bombard-
After a steady fire 'had been'kept up 'for more than twenty- mentof Fort
four hours, Major Anderson, having exhausted his ammu- Sumter,
nition and the barracks being on fire, surrendered, receiving Anderson
the honors of war. Afterward with his troops he sailed to surrenders.
New York. - No one was killed on either side during the
bombardment.

SUMMARY.

Anti-Nebraska men take the name of Republicans. Charles Sumner
was assaulted in the Senate chamber for his words against a southern
senator. James Buchanan was in 1856 elected President by the Demo-
crats. The Republicans carried eleven of the fifteen free states. The
“Dred Scott Case” caused great indignation in the North. A severe
commercial crisis occurred in 1857. An ocean telegraph cable was
laid in 1858, but it soon ceased working. The silver mines of Nevada
were developed in 1858, and the oil fields of Pennsylvania in 1859. An
attempted insurrection of the slaves organized by John Brown, begun
by him in 1859, was the occasion of much excitement. Brown was
captured and executed.

The Presidential campaign of 1860 was an exciting one. Abraham-
Lincoln, nominated by the Republicans, was successful. South Caro-
lina seceded in December, 1860, and was soon followed by Mississippi,
Florida, Alabama, Georgia, and Texas. The Confederate States of
America were set up February, 1861. Jefferson Davis and Alexander
H. Stephens were chosen President and Vice-President respectively.
Efforts for a peaceful solution of the difficulties were unsuccessful.
Lincoln was inaugdrated March 4, 1861. Fort Sumter in Charleston
barbor was fired upon April 12, 1861. It was surrendered.
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fall of (1861.) — The effect of the fall of Fort Sumter was mar-
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FORT SUMTER BEFORE THE BOMBARDMENT.

vellous. Up to this time few in the North had believed
that the South was in earnest; most persons had thought
that the questions were political, and, like similar ones in
the past, that they would in some way be peacefully set-
tled. Others, like Horace Greeley of the New VYork
T7ibune, had said that if the South wished to go she
should be allowed to go in peace. Except for the few who
330
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sympathized wholly 'with'the ‘South)'the news of the fall
of Sumter seemed to unite the people of the free states.

When President Lincoln, on April 15, two days after the
surrender, issued his call for seventy-five thousand volun-
teers, “to maintain the honor, the integrity, and the
existence of our national union,” the answer was prompt.
More men than were called for volunteered by thousands,
and provisions, money, arms, and supplies of all kinds were
tendered by states and by individuals.

The first care of the Federal government was to provide
for the safety of the city of Washington, for there was a
strong probability that Virginia would secede. What course
the state of Maryland would pursue was uncertain; for
though the politicians and the people of the southern coun-

Lincoln
calls for
volunteers,

Position of
Virginia and
Maryland.

ties were in sympathy with the South, the majority of the

people of the state disapproved of secession. At the time,
however, the true condition of affairs was difficult to ascer-
tain, and it was due to the promptness of the national
government, and the skill of the governor, supported by a
few able and prominent men, that the state did not secede.

As the Sixth Massachusetts regiment was passing
through the city of Baltimore, on the 19th of April, it was
attacked by a mob, and several of the soldiers were killed.
This was the first blood shed in the strife. For a few days
the troops avoided Baltimore by going down Chesapeake
Bay, landing at Annapolis, and proceeding thence to
Washington. Direct communication was, however, soon
resumed, and there was no more trouble with Maryland.

302. Effect of the Fall of Sumter in the South and in the
Border States. (1861.) — The fall of Sumter united the
North; it had a similar effect on the South. Many who
thought secession inexpedient rushed to the defence of
their states as soon as coercion was begun, and the.call

Attack on
Massachu-
setts troops
in Baltimore
April 19,
1861,

The fall of
Sumter and
the South.
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for/troop3cby.the Confederate government was answered
with as great enthusiasm as that which responded to the
call of Lincoln in the North.

History of the United States.

Upon the call of the United States government for troops

JEFFERSON DAVIS.

JeFrErsoN Davis was born in Ken-
tucky, June 3, 1868. He graduated at
West Point in 1828. He served in the
Black Hawk War, 1831-1832, and on other
frontier duty. He removed to Mississippi,
and was sent to Congress. He resigned to
join the army in the Mexican War, where
he acquitted himself with great credit. He

was from Mississippi, 1847-18s3,
and Secretary of War, 1853-1857, when he
was again ch He resigned

January 21, 1861, and was chosen pro-
visional President of the Confederate
States, February o, 1861, and President for
six years, November 21, 186:. He was taken
prisoner in May, 1865, and confined in For-
tress Monroe for two years, when he was re-
leased on bail, but was never brought to trial.
He died in New Orleans, December 6, 1889.

“to put down the rebellion,”
North Carolina, Tennessee,
Arkansas, and Virginia joined
the Confederacy. Kentucky,

* Maryland, and Missouri,

though containing many se-
cessionists, remained in the
Union, while in Delaware
there was little or no sympa-
thy with secession.!

303. The Blockade. (1861.)
— Jefferson Davis, the Presi- -
dent of the Confederacy, re-
plied to Lincoln’s call for
troops and proclamation of
April 15 by a proclamation on
the 17th offering “letters of
marque and reprisal ” against
the United States. Lincoln,
on the 19th, proclaimed a par-
tial, and on the 23d,a general,
blockade of southern ports.

As the South had few
manufactures, she was largely

1 The states seceded in the following order: Arkansas, May 6; North

Carolina, May 20; Virginia, May 23 ; Tennessee, June 8.
the action ratified by a free, popular vote.

In no case was
Both Virginia and Tennessee were

in the possession of the Confederate troops when the vote was taken in those
states, and no vote was taken in the others.
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dependent upon foreign markets for supplies. In order to Importance
pay for these it was/necessary to-export' cotton or tobacco, of the
almost the only articles she pro- blockade.
duced which were wanted in Europe. i

The importance to the United States

of maintaining the blockade will ‘

readily be seen. The Confederate l

States, assuming the position of an !

independent power, formally de- |

clared war against the United States THRE CONFEDERATE FLAG.

in April:

304. The Two Sections Compared. (1861.) — It will be The North
well to review briefly the condition of the whole country, and South
and to compare the two sections now arrayed against each °TP*%
other. By the census of 1860 the population of the United
States was found to have increased more than one-third
over that of 1850. In material interests, railroads showed
the most striking increase, there being a total of about
30,000 miles against 7500 in 1850. In shipping, every
country except Great Britain was surpassed, while in agri-
culture the United States was first; the cotton crop alone
‘was estimated at about five million bales of 400 pounds
each. Manufactures were daily increasing and the country
as a whole was a hive of industry. (See note, page 465.)

The increase in population and in wealth had been very
largely in the free states. In these there was a variety of
interests, such as farming, manufactures, fishing, transporta.
tion,and commerce. In the slave states, the cultivation of
cotton and tobacco was followed, often to the exclusion of
other crops. As a result, the South had depended on the
North for many kinds of supplies; even the cotton and
tobacco of the South had been exported in ships belonging
to the North. Yet many of the southern leaders believed
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that even if the North could do without cotton, England
and\the continental 'nations would insist upon having it,
and so would interfere in case of any war between the
North and the South.

305. Comparison of the Sections continued. (1861.)—
Minnesota and Oregon had been admitted into the Union
as free states, and Kansas was ready to come in at any
moment. The control of the Senate had been hopelessly
lost to the slave states. The population of the free states
was 19,128,418 ; of the slave states, 12,315,372, but a large
part of this population was in the border states (Appendix
VL.). South of the border states there was no large city
except New Orleans. Except in Maryland and Delaware
the number of manufacturing establishments in the South
was insignificant. The statistics of wealth showed that by
far the greater part of the capital of the country was held
in the free states.

Each section underestimated the patriotism, the endur-
ance, the bravery, and the intelligence of the other. The
South thought that the North was absorbed in money-
getting, and would sacrifice anything rather than lose its
dollars; and that if the men of the North did fight, the
Southerners would be more than a match for them; it was
also thought that very many in the North sympathized
with the South.

On the other hand, the North thought the South meant
only to bluster and threaten. Notwithstanding all the
lessons of past years, northern men did not comprehend
how firmly the doctrine of state sovereignty was fixed in
southern hearts, nor did they appreciate the deep affec-
tion Southerners felt for their native states, which would
make even the large class of non-slaveholders resent any
invasion of their soil.
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306. The Territory and Adyvantagesof the South. (1861.)
— Few in the North or South anticipated the magnitude
of the impending struggle, or understood clearly the prin-
ciples involved. The seceded states stretched from the
Atlantic to the extreme western point of Texas, and from
the Gulf of Mexico nearly to the line of 36° 30/, to which
must be added the greater part of Virginia. Their territory
comprised about 800,000 square miles, with a population of
nearly 9,000,000, including 3,500,000 slaves; their north-
ern line was more than 2000 miles, and their coast-line
more than 3000 miles in length. It was indeed a vast ter-
ritory and a large population, but the resources of the
North were far greater ; and if other nations did not inter-
fere, everything favored northern success.

In some respects the people of the South had the ad-
vantage. Acting on the defensive, they needed fewer
men ; while the North had not only to attack, but also to
hold the places which might be taken. Many of the ablest
officers of the United States army in 1860 were southern
men. Such were Generals Robert E. Lee, Joseph E.
Johnston, and P. G. T. Beauregard. Almost all the officers
of any note in the southern army had been educated at West
Point. When their states seceded they resigned their
commissions in the United States army and joined the
southern forces. A large part of the military supplies in
the country was stored in southern forts.

Again, the South could send all her best fighting men to
the front, as she had slaves to work on the plantations,
and to perform the manual labor required in the country.
Several of these advantages were only temporary, but they
gave the South a good start. On the other hand, the South
had no navy,—a most serious lack, — neither had she
merchant vessels which could be pressed into service,
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nor mechanics or shipyards for the rapid construction of
vessels.” ‘The ‘North, possessing in these respects what
the South lacked, was able almost immediately to estab-
lish a blockade of the southern ports, to the very great
disadvantage of the South.

307. “On to Richmond”; Bull Run. (1861.)— Three
days before the people of Virginia were to vote upon the
question of secession, the capital of the Confederate States
was moved from Montgomery, Alabama, to Richmond,
Virginia. Immediately the cry in the North was “On to
Richmond.” General Winfield Scott, who was in com-
mand of the United States army, was opposed to any for-
ward movement with raw troops, especially with men who
had enlisted for only three months. But the cry of the
newspapers and the people at large could not be wholly
ignored, and preparations were made for an advance toward
Richmond.

Confederate troops had been stationed at various points
on a line from Fortress Monroe on Chesapeake Bay,
along the Potomac River to Harper's Ferry. They held
also the northern border of Tennessee and Kentucky and
part of Missouri. The Confederates had fortified many
places on the Mississippi River as well as points on the
Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, and were building forts
and defences of every kind along the coast.

The success of United States troops in the early cam-
paign of West Virginia gave an undue confidence to -
the northern people; even Secretary Seward said that
the war would be ended in ninety days.

The result of the pressure to advance was the first
battle of Bull Run, known in the South.as Manassas,
fought about thirty miles southwest of Washington.
Contrary to the general opinion at the time, it appears to
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have been on the part of the Federals a well-planned,
well-executed battle, until the arrival of reénforcements for
the Confederates at a moment opportune for their cause
. gave them the day, when the Union defeat soon became
a rout.

So severely had the victors suffered that they did not
attempt to follow up their advantage. Johnston, the Con-
federate general, said, “ The Confederate army was more
disorganized by victory than the United States by defeat.”

308. Importance of Bull Run. (1861.)— The importance
of the battle of Bull Run was threefold : first, in its effect
upon the North; second, on the South; and third, in its
effect upon Europe. The men at the North, at first sur-
prised and then dismayed, recognized that the conflict
was to be no child’s play, or even a “ninety days’ cam-
paign,” and prepared with dogged earnestness for “three
years or the war”; the Confederates became overconfi-
dent. The European governments were led to believe
that the battle indicated superiority in the generalship and
fighting qualities of the Confederates, and that ultimate
victory would be with them. The consequence was that,
with the exception of Russia, the European governments,
as far as was practicable with a professed neutrality,
directly and indirectly favored the South. This was
specially the case with England and France.

309. McClellan; Army of the Potomac; the West. (1861.)
— George B. McClellan, who had gained prominence in
the campaign in western Virginia, was called to Wash-
ington with the concurrence of General Scott, to command
what had become the “ Army of the Potomac.”

General McClellan had been educated at West Point,
had seen service in the Mexican War, but above all had
been successful in Virginia, so “ Little Mac, the soldiers’
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pride” was believed by the northern army and people
to be the one man who could bring success to the Union
cause.

For the next eight or nine months McClellan did little
else than drill and organize armies ; the South did likewise,
and for the rest of the year no general engagement took
place near Washington. In the West, under Generals
Lyon, Frémont, and Halleck, the Confederate forces were
gradually driven out of Missouri, and the state saved
to the Union.

310. Northern Plans for the Campaign. (2861.) — It was
clear to President Lincoln and his advisers that in order
to insure success it would be necessary (1) to hold the
line of the Potomac, and if possible, take Richmond; (2)
to open the Mississippi to the sea, thus dividing the Con-
federacy; and (3) to maintain a close blockade of the
seaports, thus cutting off from the South any supplies
from abroad.

The United States cruisers had done what they could
to make effective the blockade proclaimed by President
Lincoln, but they were frequently driven off by stress of
weather, and vessels meanwhile would steal in and out.
If it were possible to capture some of the ports, it would
make the blockade much more effective and less difficult.

On the coast from the Potomac to the Rio Grande, the
United States held only two forts; Fortress Monroe at
the mouth of the James, and Fort Pickens, near Pensacola,
Florida. Fort Pickens was retained by a stratagem simi-
lar to that of Major Anderson at Fort Sumter, and bad
resisted all attacks.

In the summer of 1861 a Union naval expedition was
fitted out, which took Hatteras Inlet and the forts de-
fending it. Later, another expedition took Port Royal,
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South Carolina, a numbériof the islands on the coast, and
an island near the mouth of the Mississippi. These places
became depots of supplies for the Union fleets, and bases
from which to make attacks, besides materially lessening
the opportunities for running the blockade.

311. Election of Davis and Stephens; Mason and Slidell.
(1861.) — At an election held in the South, November 6,
1861, Davis and Stephens were elected President and
Vice-President by a unanimous electoral vote.

One of the most important incidents of the whole
struggle took place during the fall of this year (1861). It
was essential for the success of the Confederacy that the
government should obtain supplies from abroad, and in
order to do this, the recognition of the Confederacy as
an independent nation by European governments would
be of incalculable assistance. Accordingly two envoys
were sent to Europe. Running the blockade, they reached
Cuba, and there took passage for England in the British
steamer 77ent.

On November 8, Captain Charles Wilkes, command-
ing the United States steamer Sa#s Jacinto, stopped the
Trent near the Bahamas, and seized the Confederate
envoys, James M. Mason and John Slidell, with their two
secretaries and brought them to Boston, where they were
confined in Fort Warren. On receipt of this news both
England and the United States were thrown into great ex-
citement. Great Britain sent war supplies and troops to
Canada, and in very blunt language demanded the return of
the commissioners and a suitable apology for the offence.

In the United States the act of Captain Wilkes was loudly
applauded, the House of Representatives passed a resolution
declaring that the thanks of the Congress were due to him,
and that he deserved a gold medal for his conduct.

Port Royal
taken.

Davis and
Stephens
elected.

Confederate
envoys to
Europe,
1861.

Mason and
Slidell seized
by Captain
Wilkes,
1861.

Wilkes
applauded.



Mason and
Slidell
given up.

Condition
of affairs in
the Confed-
erate States,
1862,

340 History of the United States.

For a short time it seemed as if war between England
and the United States was inevitable. But the United
States had always opposed this right of search, and not to
return the prisoners would be to reverse the whole previous
policy of the government and to disavow its most cherished
principles. The prisoners were accordingly given up to
the British government. Secretary Seward laid the re-
sponsibility upon Captain Wilkes who had acted without
instructions. The people of the North felt that England
had been unnecessarily firm, and much hard feeling was

- the result.!

312. Condition of Affairs in the South and in the North.
(January, 1862.) — By the close of the year it was evident
that the struggle would be long and severe. While the
Confederates had been generally successful in actual con-
flict, their operations had been little more than defensive.
They had failed to secure the accession of Maryland, Ken-
tucky, or Missouri, or to gain any permanent foothold north
of the Potomac, or seriously to threaten the city of Wash-
ington.

Though recognized as belligerents, their government had
not been acknowledged by the European powers. Their
whole coast had been fairly well blockaded, and at least
three important points on it had been captured. All along
their northern border large armies of Federal troops, inex-
perienced, indeed, but daily increasing in efficiency, were
ready to resist invasion, and were threatening an attack
as soon as they were sufficiently drilled. Without com-
merce, and almost without manufactures, the South was
not in a good condition to sustain a long war. Skilful

1 Captain Wilkes had been the commander of the well-known exploring
expedition which had been sent out by the United States in 1838 to visit the
southern seas and Antarctic Ocean,
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officers, a brave armily|'and @ unitéd people are not the
only essentials to success.

On the other hand, the Union states were havmg little
experience of actual warfare. . Everything with them was
going on much as usual; commerce and manufactures were
perhaps even more active than formerly. A large army
and navy had been raised without much difficulty. The
South was almost surrounded by fleets and armies, and the
North, instead of being disheartened by the want of success
in the field, was only nerving itself for greater efforts and
profiting by its mistakes.

The Congress at Washington, in which the war party
now had an overwhelming majority, voted men and money
without hesitation, and passed acts approving and legalizing
the orders of President Lincoln issued since March 4. In
the border states the writ of Zabeas corpus had been sus-
,pended, and arrests of men suspected of aiding and abetting
the Confederacy were frequent. Distasteful as this was to
very many, it was believed to be a military necessity, for the
South had many friends in the North who did their best to
send supplies and information across the lines. Many
southern sympathizers were in Washington City, and some
of the government employees furnished information of
great value to the southern cause.

313. Permanent Confederate Government' Fighting in
the West; General Grant.. (1862.) — The new permanent
Confederate government went into operation February 22,
1862, at Richmond, Virginia, which had been chosen as
the capital of the new Confederacy. Jefferson Davis took
the oath of office at the foot of the statuec of Washington
in the public square. The day was rainy and cheerless.

The first fighting of the year 1862 was in the West.
The Confederates had built two forts in northern Ten-
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nesseé | tooprotect; that state from invasion: Fort Henry
on the Tennessee, and Fort Donelson on the Cumberland
River. To reduce these places, General Ulysses S. Grant
(sect. 368), who had already shown military ability, was
to codperate with Commodore A. H. Foote, who was to
ascend the river with a fleet of gunboats.

Before Grant could reach Fort Henry it had surrendered
to the gunboats, and the combined forces proceeded against
Fort Donelson. After three days’ fighting the commander
asked what terms would be given, to which Grant replied :

it DN nator o S R8T

/M s,
R =2

/mrﬂ.‘%
12 S B~
72y L,

GENERAL GRANT'S “ UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER " REPLY.

“No terms except an unconditional and immediate sur-
render can be accepted. I propose to move immediately
upon your works.” The fort was surrendered, and about
fifteen thousand prisoners and a large quantity of arms fell
into the hands of the Union army. This was the first great
victory on the Union side, and an important one, for with
that of General Thomas near Mill Springs, it compelled the
Confederates to abandon Kentucky, and to leave a large
part of Tennessee in the control of the Union forces.
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Two months later, April 6, Grant was attacked at Pitts-
burg Landing, or Shiloh, on the Tennessee, by General
Albert Sidney Johnston ; there was a severe two days’ fight,
and but for the arrival of General Buell with reénforce-
ments, Grant might have been defeated. The Confeder-
ates retired with the loss of their general, while over ten
thousand men were killed, wounded, and missing. On the
Union side the losses were even greater, and no attempt was
made at an immediate pursuit. It was a dearly bought
victory. ©On April 7, Island No. 10 on the Mississippi
surrendered to Commodore Foote; the river was now open
to the United States forces as far as Fort Pillow.!

314. Monitor and Merrimac; Farragut takes New Or-
leans. (1862.) — So far it was only in the West that the
advantage had been decidedly in the favor of the Union
forces. The navy-yard at Norfolk, Virginia, had been cap-
tured by the Confederates. The frigate Merrimac, which
had been taken by them, was converted into an ironclad
ship fitted with a beak to run into an enemy’s vessel
Ironclads were not new, but they had never been tried in
actual warfare.

The Mervimac, or Virginia, as she was now called, being
ready for trial, sailed out of Norfolk Harbor, March 8,
1862. In Hampton Roads, near by, were four or five of
the best ships of war in the United States navy. The new
sea-monster, for such she seemed to be, attacked these
ships, and though they rained shot and shell on her, they
could make no impression upon her iron sides. She ran
into the Cumberland and sunk her. The others would
have met a similar fate had not night come on, when the
Merrimac returned to Norfolk. The news spread dismay

1The islands in the Mississippi, beginning at the mouth of the Ohio and
going southward, were numbered 1, 2, 3, and so on.
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in the North. There seemed nothing to prevent the terri.
ble vessel from’going ‘to-Baltimore, or any of the northern
seaports, which would be utterly at her mercy.

About two hours after the Merrimac had left Hampton
Roads for the night, a strange little craft, named the Mon-

J
\ /
\ -

MAP OF HAMPTON ROADS, VIRGINIA.

itor, arrived from New York. She had been built from
the design of John Ericsson, the inventor of the steam
propeller (sect. 234). She seemed altogether unable to
cope with so formidable an antagonist as the Mervimac,
but the next day when the Mer»imac came out from Nor-
folk the Monitor was ready to meet her. After a fight of
four hours, the Merrimac retired to Norfolk, and did no
more damage.!

1 The Merrimac was destroyed by the Confederates when they abandoned
Norfolk later in the war.
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This short conflict, brought about.a revolution in naval
warfare the world over. It was seen that wooden vessels
were helpless against ironclads, and every maritime nation
began to build ironclads of one kind or another.

The United States as soon as possible added tc its navy
a number of monitors, as they were called. The joy of

MEDAL COMMEMORATING THE ACTION BETWEEN THE " MONITOR " AND
THE “ MERRIMAC.”

From the B: ian Society’s Collecti

the North at the result of this engagement was propor-
tional to its previous dismay.

In the spring of 1862 Union fleets on the southern coast
had such success that all the good ports of the Atlantic,
except Savannah, Charleston, and Wilmington, in North
Carolina, were lost to the South. In February an expe-
dition, commanded by General Benjamin F. Butler and
Commodore David G. Farragut, sailed from Chesapeake
Bay to take New Orleans.

Farragut, a native of Tennessee, was a resident of Vir-
ginia at the outbreak of the war, but refused to follow his

state. He had entered the navy in 1812, and was therefore

a veteran in the service. A week was spent in the vain
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endeavor, to capture the forts which had been erected to
defend the approach to New Orleans by the river, then he
determined to pass them. There was a desperate conflict,
but he succeeded. Two days later (April 25) New Orleans

ROBERT E. LEE.

Genzrat Roszrr EpwarD Lxx was
born in Virginia, January 19, 1807. Hewas
ason of General Henry Lee — the * Light
Horse Harry " Lee of Revolutionary fame,
He graduated from West Point in 1829. He
served in the Mexican War, was superin-
tendent of West Point, 1852-1855, and com-
manded the forces which captured John
Brown at Harper's Ferry. He resigned
his commission in the United States army
when it was clear that Virginia would secede
from the Union. He was given the com-
mand of the army of northern Virginia,
June, 1862. By his remarkable military
skill, particularly in defence, he did more
than any other one man o strengthen the
Confed . He b presid of
Washington and Lee University, Lexing-
ton, Virginia, in 1865, which office he held
until his death, October 12, 1870.

surrendered. It was not long
before the forts below the city
also surrendered. General
Butler remained in charge of
New Orleans, but the fleet
went up the Mississippi, and
soon the whole river, with the
exception of Vicksburg and
one or two other points, was
open to the Union forces.

315. Peninsular Campaign ;
General R. E. Lee. (1862.) —
McClellan, meanwhile, had
continued to drill and orga-
nize the Army of the Potomac.
The authorities at Washing-
ton and the people at large
had become quite tired of his
inactivity and thought it high
time for him to make a for-
ward movement.

After much consultation
and urging, McClellan moved
his army down the Potomac,
to approach Richmond from
the southeast = McDowell

was left near Fredericksburg to protect Washington, and
a force was stationed in the Shenandoah Valley under

Banks.

The Confederate army was commanded by Gen-
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eral Joseph E. Johnston., McClellan moved his army to
the mouth of the James River, and proceeded to attack
Yorktown. It took a month to capture this place, and
meanwhile Johnston was getting ready to repel an attack

upon Richmond.

After taking Yorktown, McClellan pushed on and suc-
cceded in getting within a few miles of Richmond. There

the Chickahominy, a small
stream, but swollen by sud-
den rains, divided his forces.
Johnston at once attacked the
weaker division of McClellan’s
army, and though Johnston
was wounded and forced to
retire, he had succeeded in
delaying its advance. Mean-
while, the Confederates under
Jackson drove Banks down
the Shenandoah Valley toward

Washington, so frightening -

the authorities that McDowell
was hastily recalled to defend
the city.

The wounded Johnston was
succeeded by General Robert
E. Lee.

316. Failure to take Rich-
mond; Bull Run; Antietam.
(1862.) — Jackson having dis-
posed of Banks, and McDow-
ell being held back to protect

“STONEWALL" JACKSON.

THOMAS JONATHAN JACKSON was bora
in Virginia, 1824. He graduated from
West Point in 18¢6. He served in the
Mexican War, but resigned from the army
and became an instructor in the Virginia
Military Institute, Lexington. He was
given a command in the Confederate
army, and was very successful. At the
first battle of Bull R, he and his brigade
stood, it was said, like a * stone wall,” and
from that time he was known as “ Stone-
wall” Jackson, He was Lee’s most trusted
general. He was fired upon, through
error, by his own men at Chancellorsville,
and died a few days later, May 10, 1863.
His character was almost Puritanic, and he
was a thorough soldier.

Washington, Lee, who had been joined by Jackson’s forces
attacked McClellan, and after seven days of almost con-

-

McClellan
checked.

Robert E,
Lee takes
command of
Confederate
army before
Richmond.

¢ Seven
days’ battle®



McClellan
fails to take
Richmond.

Second
battle of
Bull Run,
August 29,
30, 1862.

Lee invades
Maryland;
repulsed at
Antietam,
September
17, 1862.

Burnside
defeated at
Fredericks-
burg,
December
13 1862,

348 History of the United States. .

tinuous _ fighting, forced him back to the James River.
Here 'Lee was repulsed, but McClellan’s attempt to take
Richmond was a failure. Lee now determined to attack
Pope, who commanded the Union forces near Washing-
ton. The armies met on the old field of Bull Run, and
Pope was defeated. By September (1862) the two armies
occupied about the same positions as early in the year.
Lee and Jackson were as active and ready as McClellan
was slow and cautious.

The Confederates now thought it a good time to invade
the North. Lee crossed the Potomac above Washington,
took Frederick, Maryland, and prepared to move on Balti-
more or Philadelphia. McClellan followed, forcing Lee
to turn westward. Meantime, Harper's Ferry with eleven
thousand men, besides stores, fell into the hands of the Con-
federates. The armies met at Antietam Creek, near
Sharpsburg, Maryland, and after a severe battle (Sep-
tember 17), Lee retreated across the Potomac.! He had
been much disappointed in meeting with so little sympa-
thy in Maryland.

McClellan did not pursue the retreating army and in con-
sequence of his inactivity not only in this instance, but
also in earlier ones, he was removed from command, and
assigned to no further active duty during the war.

317. Fredericksburg ; Murfreesboro. (1862.)— Thecom-
mand of the Army of the Potomac was now given to Gen-
eral Ambrose E. Burnside. If McClellan was over-cautious,
Burnside was rash. Attempting to reach Richmond by
the way of the Rappahannock and Fredericksburg, his
army was driven back and defeated (December 13), with
a terrible loss of life. With the appointment of General

1 McClellan lost in this battle about 12,000, and Lee about 10,000.
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Joseph Hooker, the unfortunate Army of the Potomac
changed commandersiagain.

In the West the Union forces had been gradually
advancing. Though the Confederates had made a few
successful raids into Tennessee and Kentucky, the result
of the year’s campaign was decidedly against them. Brax-
ton Bragg, the Confederate general, was defeated at Perry-
ville, October 8. On the last day of the year 1862, a severe
battle was fought at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, between
Rosecrans, the Union general, and Bragg, resulting in
the retreat of Bragg, after a heavy loss on both sides.

318. Slavery; ¢Contraband.” (1861).— At the begin-
ning of the war the United States government showed no
disposition to interfere with slavery. President Lincoln in
his inaugural said, quoting from one of his own campgign
speeches: “I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to
interfere with the institution of slavery in the states where
it exists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I
have no inclination to do so.’

In May, 1861, some fugitive slaves came into the camp
of General Butler at Fortress Monroe. He refused to
give them up to their owner, who was the commander of
the Confederate forces near by, and who asked by a flag
of truce that they should be returned to him under the
fugitive slave law. Butler replied that slaves were con-

traband of war, as they could be used in working on for-

tifications and in other ways. This name of “ Contraband ”
was applied to the ex-slaves for a long time.

319. Slavery; Emancipation Proclamation. (1861-1863.)
— In August, 1861, General John C. Frémont, command-
ing in Missouri, issued a proclamation, declaring that all
citizens who should take up arms against the United
States, or assist its enemies, should have their property

Fighting in
the West.

bands.”



Lincoln’s
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cipation
Proclama-
tion
announced.
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confiscated, and “ their slaves, if any they have, are hereby
declared free men.”’’1.(This order, so far as it related to the
slaves, was annulled by President Lincoln.

In South Carolina, General Hunter, in May, 1861, in a
military order, said: “Slavery and martial law in a free
country are altogether incompatible. The persons in these
three states, Georgia, Florida, and South Carolina, hereto-
fore held as slaves, are therefore declared forever free.”
He also mustered a regiment of negroes into the service.

President Lincoln annulled the proclamation of Hunter,
as dealing with questions beyond the authority of “com-
manders in the field” to decide. Lincoln at the same
time, in his proclamation besought the people to embrace
the offer of compensated emancipation,! proposed by the
United States Congress.

The feeling in the North against slavery was rapidly
growing. Lincoln never pressed his views much in
advance of public opinion. He bided his time until he
thought the hour had come, and then he spoke or acted.
He had already considered the subject carefully, and was
only waiting the time to speak. The battle of Antietam
gave him a suitable opportunity.

320. Emancipation a War Measure; Effect. (1863-1865.)
— On the 22d of September, 1862, President Lincoln issued
a proclamation, stating that on the first day of January, 1863,
‘“all persons held as slaves within any state or designated
part of a state, the people whereof shall then be in rebel-
lion against the United States, shall be then, thencefor-
ward, and forever free.” 3

Of course, no notice was taken of this preliminary proc-

1 Compensated emancipation: that is, that payment should be made to the

slave owners for slaves set free.
8 Those portions were designated which were not under the contral of the
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lamation by the districtsi named;and-on January 1, 1863, Emancipa.

he issued the proclamation of which he had given one i‘:‘t‘:"““'
on

hundred days’ notice. In this he declared the power was ;. .4
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EXTRACT FROM LINCOLN'S EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION,
Reduced facsimile of the autegraph copy.
vested in him as “ Commander-in-chief of the Army and
Navy of the United States,” claiming that it was “a fit
and necessary war measure.” :

Union government, for the President did not claim the power to issue such an
@rder respecting those states which had not seceded.
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This, proclamation was the first official blow struck at
slavery, and henceforth made the war not only a struggle
to maintain the union of the states, but also one to set free
the slaves. Perhaps its greatest effect was abroad, for
the long and brave resistance of the South had begun to
make the Europeans think that she might succeed after
all, and ought, perhaps, to be recognized. Now, any rec-
ognition of her independence, or any help which might
be officially extended to her, would be at least an indirect
support to slavery.

The most important immediate result was the employ-
ment of negroes and fugitive slaves in the armies of the
Union. They had already been employed by the Con-
federates in throwing up intrenchments and as team-
sters, and for other purposes. The faithfulness of the
negroes to their southern masters, particularly on the
plantations, where often there were no white men, has
scarcely been paralleled in history, and is worthy of great
admiration. :

The enlistment of negroes by the Federal government
was resented by the South, and led finally to a cessation
of the exchange of prisoners’; for as the Confederate au-
thorities naturally refused to exchange any black soldiers
or their white officers captured in battle, the United States
government refused to exchange at all, feeling bound to
protect equally all who had entered its service. About
one hundred and eighty thousand negroes entered the
armies of the United States during the war and their record
is a creditable one.

321. Prisoners of War. (1861-1865.)— Of the evils in-
cident to war, the confinement and ill-treatment of prisoners
is not the least; and when exchange of prisoners is not
practised, or is much restricted, the evils are greatly in-
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creased. This, true of all wars, was sorrowfully true of
the Civil War in\\Ameérica0l.Seldom, if ever, have such
heart-rending sufferings been endured ; and Andersonville
has become almost a synonym for terrible miseries.!

322. The Sioux War. (1862.)— To add to the difficul-
ties of the United States, in the summer of 1862, the Sioux
Indians in Dakota and western Minnesota revolted. They
had complained with abundant reason of unjust treatment
and non-fulfilment of treaties. To avenge their wrongs,
they fell upon the whites, killing men, women, and chil-
dren. A detachment from the army soon put an end to
these troubles, and a number of the Indians were tried,
found guilty of murder, and hanged.

323. Campaign in the West; Vicksburg. (1863.) — In
the West and Southwest there were four Union armies:
one under Grant, in the vicinity of Vicksburg, Mississippi;
one under Banks, in Louisiana; one under Schofield, in
Missouri; and one under Rosecrans, near Murfreesboro,
Tennessee. The main purpose of the first three was to
open the Mississippi River, and thus divide the Confed-
eracy. The objective point of the army of Rosecrans was
Chattanooga.

Vicksburg and Port Hudson, still held by the Confed-
erates, were very strong points. Leaving Corinth, Grant,
with the codperation of gunboats and transports, tried plan
after plan in order to defeat the Confederate forces, and
to reduce Vicksburg; again and again his efforts were
unsuccessful. He next occupied the country east of the
city, and made several ineffectual assaults upon the forti-
fications. He then began a regular siege of the city.

- 324. Chancellorsville; Lee invades Pennsylvania. (1863.)

1« Of that camp, the Confederate inspector-general spoke as a place of hor-
rors beyond description.”

Sioux War,
1862,

Union
armies in the

West, 1863.

Grant
besieges
Vicksburg.
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—In the East, General Hooker (sect. 317) had been suc-
cessful 'in reorganizing the Army of the Potomac. He
determined to approach Richmond from the Rappa-

Chancellors- hannock River. He met Lee at a small place called

ville.‘ May

2, 3, 1863.

Chancellorsville, and was defeated (May 3, 3, 1863), with
a loss of about seventeen thousand men. On the Con-

MAP OF THE VICKSBURG CAMPAIGN,

federate side the loss in numbers was not so heavy; but

«Stonewall” their great soldier, “ Stonewall” Jackson, was shot by his

Jackson
killed.

own men in the dusk of the evening, under the supposition
that he and his staff were enemies.

Lee now resolved on a second invasion of the North, a
movement practically forced upon him by public opinion.
His army of seventy-three thousand experienced troops
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moved toward the Shenandoah Valley. Hooker kept his
army between Lee and Washington. But when Lee
crossed the Potomac, and hastened across Maryland,
Hooker followed him. Lee entered ‘Pennsylvania and
captured Chambersburg. A part of his force reached
York, while his cavalry were within sight of Harrisburg.

The North was thoroughly alarmed and with good
reason. The militia were hastily called out, and hurried
forward to protect Philadelphia and Harrisburg and to
reénforce the army. Meanwhile, on the 27th of June,
Hooker, annoyed by the orders which came from Wash-
ington, asked to be relieved of his command.

THE GETTYSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK.
H k Avenue looking south.

325. Gettysburg. (1863.)— Hooker was succeeded by
General George G. Meade of Pennsylvania. Meade was a
graduate of West Point, had served in the Mexican War, and
had been in the Army of the Potomac since its organiza-
tion. A steady officer who would run few risks, he con-
ducted the remainder of the campaign in his own way.!

1 He retained his position as commander of the Army of the Potomac until
the close of the war, but after March 3, 1864, acted under Grant (sect. 337).

Lee invades
Maryland
and Penn-
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General
Meade in
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of the
Potomac.
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Gettysburg, The two armies met at Gettysburg. A dreadful battle

July 1, 2, 3,
1863.

Lee retreats.

Vicksburg,

July 4, 1863.

The Missis-
sippi open,
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followed, lasting three days (July
1, 2, 3). No field ever was more
stubbornly contested; but Lee was
defeated and forced to retreat
The loss of each army was great:
about forty-four thousand men,
about one-third of those en-
gaged in the conflict, were killed,
wounded, or missing.  Gettys-
burg, the greatest battle on
American soil, is generally re-
garded as the turning-point of
the war.

Lee retreated across the Poto-
mac, and no further attempt was
made to invade the -North. It
was, indeed, impossible; all that
Lee could do was to resist attacks
and prolong the struggle. Meade
followed the Confederates slowly
until both armies were not far
from the place from which they
had started.

326. Vicksburg; Chattanooga.
(1863.)— On the 4th of July, the
day after the battle of Gettys-
burg, Vicksburg surrendered to
General Grant, and thirty-two
thousand prisoners fell into his
hands. A few days later Port Hud-
son surrendered to Banks, and the
Mississippi was open to its mouth.
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The Confederates still held Chattanooga, which com-
manded eastern’Tennessee'and ' the' entrance to Georgia.
General Rosecrans was able to force the Confederate
General Bragg to retire from Chattanooga; but_later
Bragg, having received reénforcements, attacked Rose-
crans and defeated him at the battle of Chickamauga
(September 19, 20), where, had it not been for the steadi-
ness of General Thomas, the defeat would have been a
rout. As it was, each army lost more than sixteen thou-
sand men. Bragg gained a victory, but he did not get
Chattanooga, though he shut up the Union forces in the
town. :

Grant, by his successes, had become one of the best
known generals, and now all the western armies were put
under his orders. He came to Chattanooga, bringing
reénforcements and a number of officers who had served
under him in his previous campaign. The siege of Chat-
tanooga was raised. Bragg still held strong positions on
the hills, and from these Grant determined, if possible, to
drive him. In this he was entirely successful, and as part
of the battle was fought on the mountain summit above
the mists of the valley, it has been known as the “battle
above the clouds.” Bragg retreated to Dalton, Georgia,
where he was shortly superseded by Joseph E. Johnston.

327. Morgan’s Raid. (1863.)— One of the most striking
incidents of the year (1863) was the raid of John Morgan,
the Confederate cavalry general. Starting from Ten-
nessee, he passed through Kentucky, his force being
increased by sympathizers as he proceeded. Capturing
one or two towns on the way, he reached the Ohio River,
and seizing two steamers, crossed into Indiana; he then
turned toward Ohio, and crossed the southern part of the
state, going by night through the very outskirts of Cin-
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cinnati. Everywhere he went he plundered and de-
stroyed, || The raid caused the greatest alarm, and Morgan
was pursued not only by regular troops, but-also by almost
every one in that part of the country capable of bearing
arms. Finding that the whole country was aroused, he
made for the Ohio River, on the banks of which he was
finally captured. He was placed in confinement, but man-
aged to escape and get again within the southern lines.

~ 328. The Blockade; Naval Operations. (1863.) — Mean-
while the blockade was maintained with vigor, and it
became more and more difficult for the “blockade run-
ners,” as such vessels were called, to slip into the one or
two ports which were not held by the Union forces.

An attempt by a Union naval force to take Fort Sumter
was a failure. Later in the year a combined naval and
military force, under General Quincy A. Gillmore, made a
desperate attack, battered Fort Sumter to pieces and took
Fort Wagner, one of the outer harbor defences. Shells
were thrown into Charleston itself, but the city was not
taken. The Confederates built a ram, the A¢/anza, in the
Savannah River; it was similar in build to the Merrimac,

" but on its way to the sea, it encountered the monitor Wee-

hawken, and was captured after a short action.

329. American Shipping and Confederate Cruisers.
(1861-1865.) — From the first, the South had expected the
European governments to interfere for the sake of getting
supplies of cotton, if for nothing else. They hoped also
to secure a navy, but the close blockade maintained by the
United States prevented, with one or two exceptions, any
vessels built in the South from getting to sea.

In England, agents of the Confederate government suc-
ceeded in having several vessels built, armed, and manned.
Charles Francis Adams, the American minister at London,
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warned the British government of the nature of the vessels Confederate
and their destination; but'for ‘some-reason the British did 'fl‘l::“’n
not stop them. They were allowed to put to sea, and guggng,
the result was that many vessels were captured, and
American shipping was almost driven from the ocean,

owners of vessels putting their ships under foreign flags

in order to prevent the Confederate privateers from cap-

turing them.!

The most noted of the cruisers were the AZabama, the The

Georgia, the Shenandoak, and the Florida. Most of these 4/@bama.
vessels answered Secretary Seward’s description of the
Alabama : “ She was purposely built for war against the
United States by British subjects in a British port. . . .
When she was ready she was sent . . . and her armament
and equipment were sent . . . to a common port outside
of the British waters, . . . and she was sent forth on her
work of destruction with a crew chiefly of British sub-
jects.” The Alabama alone took sixty-five vessels, most
of which she burned. These captures gave rise to the
celebrated “ Alabama Claims” and to the Geneva Arbi-
tration (sect. 370).

330. Conscription North and South. (1862-1863.) — By Conscrip-
the summer of 1863 the novelty of the war had worn off, tion
and enlistments for the army were decreasing rapidly; so
it was deemed necessary to resort to conscription or a
draft. There was much objection to this, especially in the
city of New York, where, on the 13th of July, 1863, there Riotsin
was a serious riot, and the mob practically had control for New York.
several days. During this time about fifty buildings were
burned, over two million dollars’ worth of property de-
stroyed,-and a number of lives sacrificed. The mob had a

1 By United States law no vessei which has been transferred from the
American flag can be restored to it except by special act of Congress.
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special hatred of colored people, and several were bru-
tally/'murdered.”' . ‘Among the buildings burned was the
Colored Orphans’ Asylum; fortunately, there was time for
the -children to escape by a back door before the rioters
gained access in front. The tiot was finally put down by
the police, aided by some troops who were hurried from the

-field of Gettysburg for the purpose. It was estimated that

over twelve hundred of the rioters were killed.

The draft was not directly very successful at the North,
but it tended to increase the volunteering, and so far
answered the purpose. In the South, conscription had
been first resorted to in April, 1862. All men between
the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, except those who

‘were mentally or physically unfit for service, were subject

to military service. By the second law, passed February,
1864, all white men between seventeen and fifty were
enrolled. :

For various reasons there were in the North many ex-
emptions. In the South, the exemptions were much fewer,
and the law was rigorously enforced. There were no sub-
stitutes as in the North; for every able-bodied man was
himself already a conscript. In the North few of those
who had conscientious scruples against fighting suffered
much. In the South many endured great suffering for
conscience’ sake.!

331. Plans to raise Revenue in the United States. (1861.)
— The ordinary revenues of the country were insufficient
to support the armies and the navy which had been called
into existence, and some new way to raise money had to be

1 From those who in the North were enrolled as liable for military service,
men were chosen by lot. The names, written on slips of paper, were drawms
eut of a wheel ; hence the term “ draft.” In the South the word “ conscrip-
tion” was used.
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devised. The two principal means open to a nation for
raising funds are (1) Taxation;'(2) Borrowing. The latter
involves taxation, but it is not so evident. At the special
session of Congress held in July, 1861, the duties on many
articles of import were increased, and later internal taxa-
tion was resorted to.

Congress made use also of borrowing to a large extent.
This can be done in two ways: first, by issuing bonds,
agreeing to pay interest on the sum named in the bond at
a certain rate per annum ; secondly, by issuing bills, similar
to bank-bills, promising to pay on demand the sum named
in the bill. Congress tried both of these plans.

As the expenses of the war increased more and more,
the loans and bills authorized did not suffice. The banks
of the country suspended specie payments December 30,
1861 ; they had done this several times before, notably in
1837 (sect. 243). The government was forced to follow
their example, and soon neither gold nor silver was to be
seen in circulation.

332. Small Notes and ¢¢ Greenbacks.” (1862.)— People
were driven to all sorts of expedients to “ make change,”
and, as in 1837, business firms issued “tokens,” and notes
for small amounts redeemable in sums of one dollar or
over; but the most popular way was to enclose postage
stamps in small envelopes, with the amount enclosed
written or printed on the outside. The government,
however, soon issued bills of the denominations of fifty
cents, twenty-five cents, etc., which met the demand for
change. .

It was plain that something more must be done. So,
early in 1862, Congress authorized the issue of bills of vari-
ous denominations, which came to be known, from the color
of the backs of the bills, as “ greenbacks.” These bills
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were made a legal tender! for everything except payment
of duties on'imports,'and of interest on the public debt.
It was thought that if the interest on the debt was made
payable in coin, the loans would be more readily sub-
scribed to, both at home and abroad, and in order to get
the gold coin to do this, duties on imports were required
to be paid in gold.

333. “Premium on Gold.”” (1862-1879.)— Early in
1862 gold began, as it was said, to demand a premium in
“greenbacks.”? As the payment of the greenbacks in coin
depended upon the success of the government in the war,
the “premium on gold” was regarded as a sort of ther-
mometer, or bulletin, by which to estimate the probable
result of the conflict. In the early part of 1862 the pre-
mium was two per cent; in December it was thirty-three
per cent; in December, 1863, notwithstanding the suc-
cesses of Gettysburg and Vicksburg, it was fifty-one per
cent; in June, 1864, the premium was one hundred per
cent, making the paper dollar worth but fifty cents in
gold. In July, 1864, the premium reached the highest
point, one hundred and eighty-five, making the paper
dollar worth only about thirty-five cents ip gold. From
this time the premium gradually declined, until the United
States resumed specie payment in 1879, when the bills
were exchangeable for gold at their face value (sect. 392).

As it would not do to issue too many bills, large loans
were negotiated on as good terms as possible. The large

1 Legal tender is money or currency which the law authorizes a debtor to
offer in payment of a debt, and requires the creditor to receive.

3 In reality it was the paper money which declined and which should have
been quoted at a discount, because gold was the standard with which the bills
were compared, but it was thought not only more patriotic, but also a matter
of policy, to quote gold at a premium rather than bills at a discount.
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issue of “greenbacks,’ inflated prices, making the govern-

ment pay higher rates for everything, thus vastly increas- -

ing the debt, besides making the amount of yearly interest.
to be paid far greater. It is estimated that the debt was
increased in this way several hundred millions of dollars.
By the end of 1863 the expense of carrying on the war
was enormous, the daily cost of the army and navy being
nearly $3,000,000, and during the latter part of the next
year it was still greater.

334. Finances in the South. (1862-1865.) — In the Con-
federacy a somewhat similar but worse state of affairs
existed. Taxes were laid on almost everything that could
be taxed, and notes were issued payable “six months after
the ratification of a treaty of peace with the United States.”
Bonds were also issued to a large amount, and many sold
in Europe. As the success of the South became more
doubtful these bonds rell in value, until at last they became
worthless.! '

The notes also became more and more depreciated, until
in some places the curious spectacle was seen of ‘green-
backs " being accepted by the Confederates in preference
_to their own currency. Though the advance in prices was

great in the North, it was small in comparison with that
in the South. Early ih May, 1864, the following were
some of the prices ‘quoted in Confederate money at Rich-
mond : shoes, one hundred and twenty-five dollars per pair;
flour, two hundred and seventy-five dollars per barrel; bacon,
nine dollars per pound; potatoes, twenty-five dollars per
bushel; butter, fifteen dollars per pound. Many things
which are considered the necessaries of life were abso-
lutely unobtainable, so close was the blackade of the ports.

1 By Amendment XIV. of the Constitution, “ debts incurred in aid of insur-
tection or rebellion against the United States”” are “illegal and void.”

Finances in
the South.

Prices in the
Confed-
eracy.



364 History of the United States.

Suffering in  The suffering in the South for the want of those articles

the South. w4/ Very' great, ‘and'it fell heavily upon the women and
children who had to stay at home. In the army the lack
of quinine and other drugs was also severely felt.

CAMPAIGNS IN VIRGINIA,

National 335. National Bank Act. (1863.) — The United States
Bank Act.  Congress passed the National Bank Act in 1863. By its
provisions banks could be organized under a national law,
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and could issue notes on the security of United States National
bonds deposited with the United States Treasurer at Bank-notes.
Washington. As the redemption of these notes was cer-
tain, they were accepted everywhere, regardless of the place
of issue, and formed an admirable circulating medium. A
market was also provided for United States bonds, and
the interest of the people in the stability of the govern-
ment was greatly strengthened.!

336. Union Armies, East and West. (1863.) — It was
evident at the close of the year 1863 that final success was
to be on the side of the Union.. In spite of the bravery
and endurance of the Confederates, they had steadily
lost almost everywhere except in Virginia.

SUMMARY.

The Civil War began with the attack on Fort Sumter, April 12,
1861. The fall of Sumter roused both the North and the South. The
first battle was Bull Run, in which the Union forces were defeated.
The resources of the North were far greater than those of the South.
Having the navy and the ability to secure many vessels, the Federal
government could blockade the southern ports.

In 1862 the important engagement between the Mondfor and the ’
Merrimac took place. Before the end of the year Forts Henry and
Donelson and Island No. 10 were captured, and the battle of Pittsburg
Landing was fought. The year closed favorably for the Union cause.

Early in the second year of the war (April, 1862, to April, 1863) New
Orleans was taken —the one great victory of the year. McClellan
failed to capture Richmond. Pope was defeated at Bull Run. Lee
invaded Maryland, but was checked at Antietam. He was allowed to

1 Notes could be issued to the amount of ninety per cent of the par value
of the bond. Somewhat later a law was passed taxing all paper money
except that issued by national banks. This put an end to issue of notes by
state banks,
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retreat. President Lincoln announced the Emancipation Proclamation
September 22,'1862,'and issued it January 1, 1863. The Union arms
suffered a severe repulse at Fredericksburg.

The third year of the war opened disastrously for the Union cause
with the Union defeat at Chancellorsville, May 2, 3, 1863. Lee invaded
Maryland and Pennsylvania, and was defeated by Meade at Gettysburg,
July 1, 2, 3, 1863. Lee retreated to Virginia. Vicksburg surrendered
to General Grant July 4, 1863; Port Hudson surrendered to Banks,
and the Mississippi was opened to the sea. Rosecrans was defeated at
Cliickamauga. Grant raises the siege of Chattanooga, and defeats
Bragg in the “battle above the clouds.”

The blockade was maintained. Confederate privateers, especially
the Alabama, inflicted great damage upon American shipping. Con-
scription was resorted to both North and South. Revenue was raised
by taxation and borrowing. Premium on gold increases rapidly.
Finances at the South were much worse than at the North. The United
States Congress passes National Bank Act, 1863.

For Topical Analysis, see Appendix X., page xlvi.

right is ight, since Ged is Ged,

_ right the day must wia.
Te doubt, weuld be disleyalty,

To falter, 'would be sin.

REDUCED FACSIMILE OF A “ WAR-TIME" ENVELOPR.
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CHAPTER XVI.
CIVIL WAR (continued).

REFERENCES.

A. B. Hart, Source-Book, Chap. xviii.; J. D. Champlin, Young
Folks' History of the War for the Union; H. C. Wright, Children’s
Stories of American Progress, Chap. xvii.

337. Grant placed at the Head of the Armies; Sherman.
(1864.) — The war had now gone on for two years and a
half. The South was rapidly using up her resources and
was suffering from lack of men and supplies. But there
were not a few in the North who failed to see this; they
were tired of the war, and did not hesitate to say so.
Moreover, it was getting near the time for the Presidential
election, and unless there should be some signal success,
the war party feared that Lincoln might not be reélected,
and that a compromise might be made with the South.

It was evident that a single head for all the armies in the
field was needed —a man who should be responsible for the
whole plan of operations everywhere. Accordingly, Con-
gress revived the rank of lieutenant-general, which had
previously been held only by Washington and Scott.
‘Lincoln at once bestowed it upon the man whom public
opinion, as well as military judgment, pointe