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PRACTICAL . EDUCATION-

CHAPTER XX.

ON FEMALE ACCOMPLISHMENTS,
MASTERS, AND GOVERNESSES.

SOME years ago an opera dancer at Lyons,
whofe charms were upon the wane, applied
to an Englith gentleman for a recommenda-
tion to fome of his friends in England; as a
govémefs for young ladies. ¢ Do you doubt,”
'faid the lady, (obferving that the gentleman
was fomewhat confounded by the eafy affurance
‘of her requeft,) * do you doubt my capability ?
~ < Do I not fpeak good Parifian French? Have I
¢ any provincial accent? I will undertake to
< teach the language grammatically. And for

* mufic and dang¢ing, without vanity, may Inot
- Vor. III, - B




g PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

¢ pretend to teach them to aﬁy young perfon#”
The lady’s excellence in all thefe particulars.
‘was unqueftionable. She was beyend difpute
~ @ highly accomplifhed woman. Prefled by
her forcible intcrrogatorfes, the gentleman was.
compelled to hint, that an Englifh mother of a
family might be inco_nvenie.htly inquifitive about
the private hiftory of a perfon who was to edu-
cate her daughters. ¢ Oh,” faid the lady,
« I can chahge my name ; and at my age no-
< body will make farther i mqumes

 Befote we can determine how far this lady’s
pretenfions were ill founded, and before we can
exaltly decide what qualifications are moft de-
firable in governefs, we muft form fome efti-
mate of the pofitive and relative value of what
are called accomplithments. '

We are not going to attack any of them with
cymcal afperity, or with the ambition to efta-
blifh any hew dogmatical tenets in the place off o
old received opinions. It can, however, do .
no harm to difcufs this important fubjeét with
.proper reverence and humility. Without alarm-
ing - thofe mothers, who declare themfelves
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above all things anxious for the rapid. progrefs
of their daughters in every fathionable accom-
plithment, it may be innocently afked; what
price fuch mothets are Willing to pay for thefe

_ advantages. Any price within the limits of our

fortune ! they would probably exclaim.
_ There are other ftandards by which we can

meafure the value of objelts, as well as by mo-

ney. *“ Fond mother, would you, if it were
* in your power, accept of an opera~dancer for
‘¢ your daughter’s governefs, upon condition
« that you thould live to fee that daughter dance
« the beft minuet at a birth-night ball?”

« Not for the "world,” replies the mother,
“ Do you think I would hazard my daughter’s

« innocence and reputation, for the fake of fees

* ing her dance a good minuet? Shocking!
* Abfurd! What can you mean by fuch an
“ outrageous queftion ?”

« To fix your attention. Where the mind

< has not precifely afcertained its wifhes, it is
¢ fometimes ufeful to confider extremes ; by

¢ determining what price you will no¢ pay, we

*¢ fhall at length afcertain the value which you -

B2
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4 PRACTICAL EDUCATION. '

« fet upon the objet. Reputation and inno-
¢ cence; you fay, you will not, upon any ac-
< count, hazard. But would you confent that -
« your daughter fhould, by univerfal acclama-
« tion, be proclaimed the moft accomplifhed
<« woman in Europe, upon the fimple condition,
« that fhe fhould pafs her days in a nunnery "
* I fhould have no right to make fuch a con-
« dition ; domeftic happinefs I ought certainly
“ to prefer to public admiration, for my da‘ugb-
« ter. Her accomplithments ‘would be of little
« ufe to her, if the were to be thut up from
« the world: who is to be the judge of them in
¢ a punnery "
« I will fay no more about the nunnery. But
« would not you, as a good mother, confent
“ to have your daughter turned into an auto-
“ maton for eight hours in every, day for fifteen
« years, for the promife of hearing her, at the
*“ end of that time, pronounced the firft private
«« performer at the moft fathienable, and moft
“¢ crowded concert in London ”
« Eight hours a day for fifteen years are too
-« much. No one need pratife fo much to be-
¢ come the firft performer in England ?”

’
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¢ That is another queftion. You have not
“ téld me whether. you would {acrifice fo much
« of yoﬁr daughter’s exiftence for fuch an ob-
« je&t, fuppofing that you could obtain it at no
« other price.” ,

¢ For one goncert,” fays the hefitating mo-
ther ; .« I think it would be too high a price.
« Yet I would give any thing to have my
« daughter play better than any one in England.
« What a diftin€tion! She would be immedi-
s ately taken notice of in all companies! She
“ might get into the ﬁrﬁ circles ip London!
 She would want neithey beauty nor fortune
 tg recommend her! She would be a match
« for any man, who has any tafte for mufic! l
« And mufic is univerfally admired, even by
« thofe who have the misfortune to have no
« tafte for it. Befides, it is fuch an elegant
¢ accomplithment in itfelf! "Such a conftant
« fource of innocent amufement! Putting every
« thing elfe out of the queftion, I fhould with my
« daughter to have every poflible accomplifh-
% ment ; becaufe accomplithments are fuch .
t charming refources for young women, - they

B3



6 PRACTICAL EDUCATION,

¢ keep them out of harm’s way, they make a
« vaft deal of their idle time pafs fo pleafantly

¢ to themfelves and others! This is my chief

. ¢ reafon for liking them.”
Here are fo many reafons brought together
at once, along with the chief reafon, that ,their

“are altogether unanfwerable; we muft feparate,

" clafs, and confider them one at a time. Ac-

complifhments; it feems, are valuable, as being
the objefts of univerfal admiration. Some ac-
complifhments have another fpecies of value, as

they are tickets of admiffion to fathionable com-

pany. ~ Accomplitiments have another, and a

higher fpecies of value, as they are fuppofed ta
increafe a young lady’s chance of a prize in the
matrimonial lottery. Accomplifhments have alfo
_a value as refources againft ennui, as they afford
- continual amufement and innocent occupation,
- This is oftenfibly their chief praife ; it deferves to
beconfidered withrefpe&t. Falfeand odiousmuft
be that philofophy which would deftroy any one
‘of the innocent pleafures of our exiftence. Na
reward was thought too high for the invention
of a new pleafure ; no punifhment would be
thought too fevere for thofe who would deftroy
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an old one. .Women are pe.culiarly' reftrained
in their fituation, and in their employments,
by the cuftoms of fociety: to diminifh the num.
ber of thefe employments, therefore; would be
crucl; they fhould rather be enceuraged, by
all means, to cultivate thofe taftes which can
attach them to their Ho,mc, and which can pre-
ferve them from the miferies of diffipation.
Every fedentary.occupation muft be valuable to
thofe who are to lead fedentary lives ; and every
art, however trifling in itfelf, which tends te
enliven and embellifh.demeftic life, muft be ad-
vantageous, not anly to the female fex, but to
fociety in general. As far as accomplithments
<an contribute to all or any of thefe excellent
purpofes, they muft be juft.ebjeéls of attention
in early education.

" A number of experiments have already been
tried ; let us examine the refult. Qut of the
prodigious number of young women wheo leara
mufic and drawing, for inftance, how many are
there, who, after they become miftrefles of
their own time, and after they have the choice
of their own amufements, continue to prallife .

B 4



8§ PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

thefe accomplifhments for the pure pleafure of
the occupation? As foon as a young lady is
married, does not the frequently difcover, that
< fhe really has not leifure to cultivate talents
¢ which take up fo much time.” Does not the
complain of the labour of pratifing four or five
hours a day to keep up her mufical charaéter?
‘What motive has fhe for perfeverance ; the is, )
perhaps, already tired of playing to all her ac-
quaintance. She may really take pleafure in
hearing good mufic; but her own performance
will not then pleafe her ear fo much as that of
many others. She will prefer the more indolent
pleafure of hearing the beft mufic that can be
heard for money at public concerts, She will

. then of courfe leave off playing, but continue

-, very-fond of mufic. How often is the labour

of years thus loft for ever !

Thofe who have excelled in drawing do not
appear to abandon the occupation fo fuddenly;
it does not demand fuch an inordinate quantity
of time to keep up the talent; the exertion of
the imitative powers is agreeable; the em-
i)loyme'nt is progreflive, and therefore the mind
is carried on to complete what has been begun.
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Independently of all applaufe, which may be
expeted for the performance, there is a plea-
fure in going on with the work. But fetting
afide enthufiafm and habit, the probability that
any fenfible perfon will continue to purfue a
given employment, muft depend, in a great
meafure, upon their own convition of its utility,
or of its being agreeable to thofe whom they
with to pleafe. The pleafure, which a lady’s
friends receive from her drawings, atifes chiefly
from the perceptign of their comparative excel-
lence. Comparativ;: excellence is all to which
gentlewomen artifts ufually pretend, all ta
which they expet to attain; pofitive excel-
lence is {carcely attained by one in a hundred.
Compared with the performances of other young
ladies of their acquaintance, the drawings of
Mifs X or Y may be juftly confidered as charm-
ing ! admirable ! and aftonithing! But there
are few drawings by young ladies which can be
compared with thofe of a profeffed artift. The
wifhes of obliging friends are fatisfied with a
few drawings in handfome frames, to be hung
up for the young lady’s credit; and when it is
4



10 PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

allowed amongft their acquaintance that fhre
draws in a fuperior ftyle, the purpofe of this
part of her education is fatisfaltorily anfwered.
We do not here {peak of thofe few individuals
who really excel in drawing, who have learnt
fomething more than the common routine -
which is ufually learnt from a drawing-mafier,
who have acquired an agreeable talent, not
 for the mere purpofe of exhibiting themfelves,
but for the fake of the occupation it affords
and the pleafure it may give to their friends.
We have the pleafure of knowing fome who
exallly an{wer to this defcription, and who
muft feel themfelves diftin&t and honourable
exceptions to thefe general obfervations.

‘From whatever caufe it arifes, we may ob-
ferve, that after y:oun'g women are fettled in
life, their tafte for draw%ing and mufic gradually
declines. For this falt we can appeal only to
the recolleétion of individuals. We may hence
form fome eftimate of the real value which
ought to be put upon what are called accom-
plithments, confidered as occupations. Hence
may we alfo conclude, that parents do not form
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their judgments from the falts which they fee
every day inreal life ; or elfe may we not infer
that they deceive themfelves as to their own
motives ; and that athong& the reafons which
make them fo anxious about the accomplifh-
ments of their daughters, there are fome fecret
‘motives more powerful than thofe which are
ufually openly acknowledged?

It is admitted in the cabinet council of mo-
thers, that fome ‘fhare of the value.of accom-
plithments depends upon the demand for them
in the fafhionable world. < A young lady,”

they fay, * is nobody, and nothing, without -

s accorf;plifhmt:nts;‘fhey~ are as neceflary to
. # her as a fortune : they are indeed confidered
s¢-as part of her fortune, and fometimes are even
« found to fupply the place of it. Next to
« beanty, they are the beft tickets of admiffion
“ into fociety which fhe can produce; and
< every body knows, that on the company fhe -
*“ keeps depends the chance of a young wo-
* man’s fettling advantageoufly in the world.”
- To judge of what will pleafe and attach
men of fuperior {enfe and charaQers——we are
8



12 PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

not quite certa’in that thefe are the men who
are to be confidered firft when we fpeak of a
young lady’s fettling advantageoufly in the
world ; but we will take this for granted

to judge of what will pleafe and attach men of
fuperior fenfe and charaéters, we muﬂ:lébferve ,
their atual condu&t in life, and liften to their
fpeculative opinions. Superficial accomplifh-
ments do not appéar to be the objelts of their -
preference. In enumerating the perfettions of
his wife, or in retfacing the progrefs of his love,
does a man of fenfe dwell upon his miftrefs’s
{kill in drawing, or dancing, or mufic? No.
Thefe he tells you, are extremely agreeable
talents, but they could have never attached
him ; they are fubordinate parts in her cha-
ralter; he is angry thatyou can fank them
amongft her perfe€tions; he¢ knows that a thow
fand women poffefs thefe accomplifhments,
~who have never touched his heart. He does
not perhaps deny, that in Chloe, altogether,
they have power to pleafe, but he does not
think them effential to her power.

The opinion of women, who have feen a
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good deal of the world; is worth attending to
upon this fubjet ; efpecially if we can obtain
it when their paffions are wholly uninterefted in
their decifion. Whatever may be the judg-
ment of individuals concerning the charalter
and politics of the celebrated Madame Roland,
her opinion as a woman of abilities, and as a
woman who bad feen a variety of life, will be
thought deferving of attention. Her book was
written at a time when fhe was in daily expec-
tation of death, wher the could have no motive
to_conceal her' real fentiments upon any fubjett:
She gives an account of her employmentd in
prifon ; and, amongft others, mentions mufic
and drawing. :
“I then employed myfelf in drawing tift

« dinner time. 1 had fo long been out of the
s« habit -of ufing a pencil, that I could not ex-
« pett to be very dexterous’; but we common-
“ ly retain the power of repeating with pleas
-“fure, or at leaft of attempting with eafe;
“ whatever we have fuccefsfully pra&ifed .in
“ our youth. Therefore the fiudy of the fine
# arts, confidered asa part of female education,
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« fhould be attended to, much lefs with aview

« to the acquifition of fuperior talents, than
« with a defire to give women a tafte for in-
 duftry, the habit of application, .and a

. % greater variety of employments; for thefe.

« affift us to efcape from ennui, the moft cruel
< difeafe of civilized fociety; by thefe we are
« preferved from the dangers of vice, and even
« from thafe feduftions which are far more
« likely to lead us aftray.
“Iwould not make my daughter a performer*.
* I remember, that my mother was afraid that
“1 ihqul& become a great mufician, or that I
« fhould have devoted myfelf entirel);. to paint-
¢ ing: fhe wifhed that I thould, abéveall other
- ¢ things, love the ‘duties of my fex; that I
s fhould.be a good ceconomift, a good miftrefs,
* as well as a good mother of a family. I with
« my Eudora to be able to accompany her
% voice agreeably on the harp. I wifh that fhe
 may play' agreeably on the piane-forte ; that
% {he' may know .enough of dfawing to feel
« pleafure from the fight and from the exami«

® ‘Une virtuofe,
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« nation of the fineft piftures of the great pain-
¢ ters ; that {he may be able to draw a flower
. * that happens to pleafe her; and that fhe may
ol uni_té in her drefs elegance and fimplicity.
« I fhould with that her talents might be fuch,
« that they fhould neither excite the admiration
« of éthers, nor infpire her with vanity ; I thould
< with that fhe fhould pleafe by the general effet
«.of her whole charatter, without ever firiking
f‘l'any body with aftonithment at firft fight;
< and that fhe fhould attach by her good quali-
« ties, rather thanfhine by her accomplifh-
-« ments.” . ’ .

" Women cannot forefee what may be the taftes
of the individuals with whom they are to pafs
their lives. 'Their own taftes thould not there-
fore be'early decided ; ‘they fhould, if poffible,
be fo educated that they may attain any talent
in perfe€tion which they may defire, or which
their circumftances may render neccflary.” Tf,
for inftance, a woman were to marry a man who
was fond of mufic, or who admired painting,
fhe thould be able to cultivate thefe talents for
his amufement and her own. If he be a man
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of fenfe and feeling, he will be more pleafed.
with the motive than with the thing that is
altually done. But if it be urged, that all wo-
men cannot expet to marry men of fenfe and
Eeling;‘and if we are told, that neverthelefs-
they muft look.to “an advantageous eftablifh-
¢ ment,” we muft conclude, that men of rank
and fortune are meant by that comprehenfive
pbrafe. Another fet of arguments muft be
ufed to thofe, who fpeculate on their daughters
accomplithments in this line. They have, per-
baps, feen fome inflances of what they cal
fuccefs ; they have feen fome young women of
* theiracquaintance, whofeaccomplithmentshave
attratted men of fortune fuperior to their ownj
confequently, maternal tendernefs is awakened,
and many mothers are fanguine in their expec-
tations of the effet of their daughters: educa-
tion. But they forget that every boly now
makes the fame reflections, that parents are,
and have been for fome years, fpeculating in
the fame line; confequently, the market is
likely to be everftocked, and, of courfe, the
value of the commoditics muft fall. Evesy
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young lady (and every young woman is now a
young lady) has fome pretenfions to accom-
plilhments. She draws a little; or fhe plays a
little; or fhe fpeaks French a little. Even
‘the blue-board boarding fchools, ridiculed by
Mifs Allfcrip in the Heirefs, profefs to perfett
young ladies in fome or all of thefe neceffary
parts.of education. Stop at any good inn on
the London roads, @nd you will probably find
that the landlady’s daughter can thew you fome
of her own framed drawings, can play a tune
upon her fpinnet, or fupport a dialogue in
French of a reafonable length, inthe cuftomary
queftions and anfwers. Now it is the praftice -
. -in high life to under-value, and avoid as much
as poffible, every thing which defcends to the
inferior claffes of fociety. The drefs of to-day
is unfafhionable to-morrow, becaufe every body
wears it. The drefs is not preferred becaufe it
is pretty or ufeful, but becaufe itis the diftinc-
“tion of well-bred people. * In the fame manner
accomplithments have loft much of that value
which they acquired from opinion, fince they
have become common, They are mow fo
Ver. III, C ‘
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common, that they cannot be ‘conﬁdergd as
the diftinguifhing charateriftics of even a gen»
tlewoman’s education. , The higher claffes in
life, and thofe individuals who aim atdiftin€tion,
now eftablifh anether fpecies of monopoly, and
feCure to themfelves a certain fet of expenfive
mafters in mufic, drawing, dancing, &c. They
endeavour to believe, and to make bthers be-
lieve, that no one can be well educated with-
out having ferved an apprenticefhip of fo many
leffons under fome of thefe privileged mafters.
But it is in vain that they intrench themfelves,
they are purfued by. the intrufive vulgar. Ina
wealthy mercantile nation there is nothing which
can be bought for money, that will long con-
tinue to be an envied diftinGion. The hope' of
_ attaining to that degrée of eminence in the fine

arts which really deferves celebrity, becomes

every day more difficult to private praétitioners,

becaufe the number of compentors daily i in-
preafes. and it is the intereft of mafters to
forward their pupils by every poffible means.
Both geﬁius and perfeverence muft now be

united to obtain the p;‘iég of diftinttion ; and

~ M

!
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how feldom are they found, or kept togethe.r,
in the common courfe of education !
Confidering all thefe circumftances, is not
there fome reafon to apprehend, that in a few
years the tafte for feveral fathionable appen-.
dages of female education may change, and
that thofe will confequently be treated with
negleét who have no other claim to public re-
gard than their proficiency in’ what may, per-
haps, then be thought vulgar or obfolete ac- .
complifiments? Our great grandmothers dif-
tinguithed themfelves by truly fubftantial ten-
ftitch chairs and carpets, by needle work pic~
tures of Solomon and the queen of Sheba.
Thefe were admirable in their day, Abut_' their
day is over ; and thefe'ufeful, ingenious, and
laborious fpe'cin’:ens'of female talents, are con-
figned to the garret, or they are produced but
as curiofities, to excite wonder at the ftrange
patience and miferable deftiny of former ge-‘
nerations: the tafte for tapeftry and embroi-
dery are thus paft; the long labours of the loom
have ceafed. Cloth-work, crape-work, che- -
nille-work, ribbon-work, wafer-work, with a
C2
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lor'ig train of etceteras, have all paffed away in
our own memory ; yet thefe conferred much
evanefcent fame, and a proportional quantity
of vain emulation. A tafte for drawing, or
mufic, cannot be clafled ‘with any of thefe tri-
fling performances ; but there are many faded
drawings of the prefent generations, which
cannot ftand in competition with the glowing
and faithful colours of the filk and worfted of
former times ; and many of the hours {pent at
.a ﬁammering harpfichord might furely, with
full as much domeftic advantage, have been
devoted to the embellithment of chairs and car-
pets.  'We hope that no one will fo perverfely
mifunderftand us, as to'infer from thefe remarks,
that we defire to fee the revival of old tapeftry.
work ; or that we condemn the elegant accom-
plithments of mufic and drawing. We con-.
demn only the abufe of thefe accomplifhments;
we with that they fhould be confidered as do-
meftic occupatiohs, not as matters of compe-
tition, or of exhibition, nor yet as the means
of attrafling temporary admiration. We are
not afraid that any, who-are really confcious of
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‘haying acquired accc‘)mplifhm'ents with thefe
prudent and honourable views, fhould mifap-'
prehend what has been faid. Mediocrity may,
perhaps, attempt tomifreprefent our remarks, and
may endeavour to make it appear that we have
attacked, and that we would difcourage, every
effort of female tafte and ingenuity in the fine
arts; we cannot therefore be too explicit in
difclaiming fuch illiberal views.

We have not fpoken of dancing, thougl:x it
is one of_the moft admired of female accom-
plithments. This evidently is an amufement,
not an occupation ; it is an agreeable exercife,
~ufeful to the health, and advantageous, as it
confers a certain degres of habitual eafé and
grace. Mr. Locke feems to think, that it gives
young people confidence in themfelves when
they come into company, and that it is there-
fore expedient to teach children early to dance;
but there are fo many other methods of infpir-
ing _youné people with this confidence in them-
felves, that it appears unneceflary to lay much
firefs upon this argument, If children live in
good company, and fee conftantly peoplé with

' ‘ Cs :
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agreeable manners, they will acquire manners
which the dancing-mafier does not always
teach ; and they will eafily vary their forms of
politencf{s with the fafhion of the day. Nobody
comes into a room regularly as their dancing-
mafter taught them to make their entrance ; we
fhould think a firit adherence to his leffon ri-
diculous and awkward in well bred company ;
therefore much muft be left to the difcretion
and tafte of the pupil, after the dancing mafter
has made his laft bow. Eafe of manners is not
always attained by thofe who have been firi€tly
difciplined by a Veftris, becaufe the leflons are
not always pra&ifed in precifely the fame cir-
-cumftances in which they were learnt: this
_confufes and confounds the pupils, and they
rather lofe than gain confidence in themfelves,
from perceiving that they cannot immediately |
apply what they have been taught. But we
need not expatiate upon this fubje&t, becaufe
there are few parents of good fenfe, in any rank
of life, who will not perceive that their daugh-
ters manners cannot be formed or palithed by a *
dancing mafter. 'We are not to confider dang-

ing in a grave and moral light; it is an amufe-



FEMALE/ACCOMPLISHMENTS, &c. 23

ment much more agreeable to youﬁg people,
and much better fuited to them in every refpett,
than cards, or filent affemblies of formal vifitors.
It promotes cheerfulnefs, and prevéhts, in fome
meafure, the habits of gofliping, and the love
of fcandal. So far we willingly agree with its
moft vivacious advocates, in its common eulo-
gium. But this is not, we fear, faying emough.
‘We fee, or fancy that we fee, the fober matron
1ay down her carefullyforted cards upon the card
‘table, and with ditatorial folemnity fhe pro-
nounces, ¢ That dancing is fomething more
# than an amufement ; -that girls muft learn to
« dance, becaufe they muft appear well in phb-
« Jic ; becaufe the young ladies who dance the
< beft are ufually moft taken Rotice of in public;
« moft admired by the other fex ; moft likely,
< in fhort, not only to have their choice of the
« beft partner in a ball room, but fometimes of
<¢ the beft partner for life.”

With fubmiffion to maternal authority, thefe
arguments do not fecm to be ju{iiﬁed of late
~ years. Girls, who dance remarkably wel, are,
‘1t is true, admired in-a ball room, and ’followcd,

C4
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perhaps, by thofe idle, thoughtlefs young men,
who frequent public places merely for want of
fomething elfe to do. This race of beings are
not particularly calculated to make good huf-
bands in any fenfe of t_he word ; nor are they
ufually difpofed to think of marriage in any

* other light than as the laft defperate expedient

to repair their injured fortunes. They fet their
wits againft the fex in general, and confider

. themfelves as in danger of being jockeyed into
 the matrimonial ftate. Some few, perhaps,
.who have not brought their imagination fuffi-

ciently under the command of the calculating
faculty, are caught by beauty and accomplith-

" ments, ,.and marry againft the common rules of

intereft. Thefe #hen are confidered with pity,
or with ridicule, by their companions, as dupes
who have fuffered themfelves to be taken in :
others aré warned by their fate ; and the future
probability of fimilar errors, of courfe, muft
be diminifhed. The fafhionable apathy, whe-
ther real or affeted, with which young men

~ lounge in public places, with fcarcely the ap-

pearance of attention to the fair exhibitors be-
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fore them, fufficiently marks the temper of the
times; and if the female fex have loft any thing
of the refpe&t and efteem which ought to be

paid to them in fociety, they can fcarcely ex- *

pe&t to regain their proper influence by concef-
“fions to the falfe and vitiated tafte 6f thofe who

combine to treat them with negle€t bordering -

upon infolence. If the fyftem of female educa-

tion, if the fyftem of female manners, confpire -

to thew in the fair fex a degrading anxiety to
attrat worthlefs admiration, wealthy, or titled
homage, is it furprifing that every young man,
who has any pretenfions to birth, fortune, or.
fathion, fhould confider himfelf as the arbiter

of their fate, .and the defpotic jpdg’heir
merit? Women, who unde®and th&¥ real
intére{ts, perceive the catfes of the contempt
- with which the fex is treated by fathionable '
. coxcombs, and they feel fome indignation at
the meannefs with which. this contempt, tacitly'
or openly exprefled, is endured. Women,
who feel none of this indignation, and who,
either from their education, or their circum-

ftances, are. folicitous to obtain only prefent
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amufement, or what they think the permnénf
advantages of a fortunate alliance, will yet find
themfelves miftaken by perfifting in their
thoughtlefs carcer ; they will not gain even the
obje&ls to which they afpire. How many ac-
complithed belles run the ufual round of difli-
pation in all public places of exhibition, tire
the public eye, and after a feafon or two fade -
and are forgotten! How many accdmﬁliihed
belles are there, who, having gained the objeét
.of their own, or of their mother’s ambition, find
themfelves'doomed to‘mifery for life! Thofe
unequal marriages; which are {oietimes called
excellent matches, feldlom produce much hap--
pi And where happinefs is not, what #s
- allthereft? ' '
If.all, or any of thefe refle€tions fhould ftrike
the heart, and convince the underftanding, of
-an anxious, but reafonable mother, the will,
probably, immediately determine upon her own
conduét in the education of her daughters: fhe
-will refolve to avoid the common errors of the
frivolous or the intercfted; fhe will not be in-

fluenced by the importunity of every idle ac-
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quaintance, who may talk to her of the necef-
fity of her daughter’s:being taken notice of in
public, of the chances of an advantageous efta-
blithment, of the good fortune of Mifs Y
or lady Angelina X~—, in meeting with a
coxcomb or a {pendthrift for a hufband; nor
will the be moved with maternal emulation
when fhe is further told, that thefe young ladies
~ owed their fyccefs entirely to the fuperiarity of
their accomplithments : fhe will confider, far
one moment, what is meant by the word fuc-
cefs; the will, perhaps, .not be of opinion that
¢ ’tis beft repenting in a coach and fix ;" fhe
will, perhaps, refle€t, that even the <« f{oft
“ founds” of titled grandeur lofe their power

to pleafe, and « falute the ear” almoft unob-

ferved. The happinefs, the permanent happi-
nefs of her child, will be the firft, 'the laft ob- .
je&t of the good and the enlightened mother:'
to this all her views and all her efforts will tend;
and to this fhe will make every fathionable,
every elegant accompli{hme;lt fubfervient.

As to the means of acquiring thefe accom-
plithments, it would be abfurd, and prefump-
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tuous, to prefent here any vague precepts, or
tedious details, upon the mode of learning
dﬁwing, dancing, and mufic. Thefe can be
beft learned from the mafters who profefs to.
teach them, as far as the technical part is ne-
ceffary. But fuccefs will not ultimately depend
upon any technical infirutions that a mafter
can give: he may diret the efforts of induftry
fo as to fave much ufelefs labour; he may pre-
vent. his pupils from acquiring bad pra&tical
habits; he may aflift but he cannot infpire, the -
fpirit of perfeverance. A mafter who is not
cxi)e&ed, or indeed allowed, to interfere in_
the general education of his pupils, can only
diligently attend to them whilft he is giving his
Jeffons; he has not any power, except that
pemnicious motive, competition, to excite them -
to excel; his inftrutions cannot be peculiarly
adaptedtotheir tempers or their underftandings,
becaufe with thefe he is unacquainted. Now
a fenfible mother has it ip her power to fupply
all thefe deficiencies; even if fhe \doeé not
herfelf excel in any of the accomplifhments
-which her daughters are learning, her know-
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ledgé of their minds, her .taﬁe, her judgment,
her affetion, her fuperintending intelligence,
will be of ineftimable value to her children.
If fhe has any fkill in any accomplithment, the
will, for the firft years of her daughters life,
be undoubtedly the beft perfon to inftruét them. -
By fkill, we do not mean fuperior talents, or
- proficiency in mufic or drawing ; without thefe
fhe may be able to teach all that is neceffary
in the early part of education. One of the
beft motives which 4 woman can -have tq_tlzul:
tivate her talents after the marries, is the hope
and belief, that the may be eflentially fervice-
able in the inftrution of her family. And that
fthe may be eflentially ferviceable, let no falfe
‘humility lead her to doubt. She need not be
anxious for the rapid progrefs of her little pu-
pils; fhe need not be terrified if fhe fee their
equals in age furpafs them under wﬁat; the
thinks more able tuition; fhe may fecurely
fatisfy herfelf, that if fhe but infpires her chil-
dren with a defire to excel, with the habits
of attention and induﬂry; they will certainly

fucceed, fooner or later,-in whatever it is de-
) .

' -
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firable that they fhould learn. The exatt age
at which the mufic, dancing, or drawing maf-
ter, thould begin their inftruétions need not be
fixed. If.a mother fhould not be fo fituated
as to be able to procure the befl mafters for her
daughters whilit they are yet vchildren, fhe need
not be in defpair ; ‘a rapid progrefs is made in
a fhort time by well educated young people ;
thofe who have not acquired any bad habits are
eafily taught: it therefore {feems prudent, if the
beft mafters cannot be procured at any given pe-
riod of education, to wait patiently rather than
hazard their firft impreflions, and the firft habits
which might be given by any inferior technical in-
ftruttion. It is faid, that the celebrated mu-
fician Timotheus, whofe excellence in his art
Alexander the conqueror of the world was
forced to acknowledge, had the prudence to
demand double entrance money from every
{cholar who had had any other mufic mafter.
Befides the advantage of being entirely free
from other bad habits, children who are not
taught by inferior mafters, will not contratt
habits of liftlefs application. Under the eye of

-
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any indolent perfon children feldom give theiren-~
tire attention to what they are about. Tﬁej' be-
come mere machines, and without ufing theic
own underftanding in the leaft, have recourfe
to the convenient mafter upon every occafion.
The utmoft that children in fuch circumftances
can learn, is all the technical part of the art
which the mafter can teach. 'When the mafter
is at laft difmiffled, and her education com-
pleted, the pupil is left both fatigued and help-
lefs. <« Few have been taught to any purpofe,
« who have not been their own téachers,” fays
Sir Jothua Reynolds. This refletion upon the
art of teaching may perhaps be too general;
but thofe perfons, who look back upon their
education, will in many refpetls allow it to be
juft. They will perceive that they have been
too much taught, and that they have learned
every thing which they knew as an art, and
nothing as a fcience. Few people have fuffi-
cient courage to recommence their own educas
tion, and for this reafon few people get beyond
a cerfain point of mediocrity. It is eafy to
them to pratife the leflons which they have

3



32 PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

learned, if they pradife them in intelleGtual
darknefs ; but if you let in upon them bne ray
-~ of philofophic light, you dazzle and confound
them, fo that they cannot even perform their
cuftomary feats. A ’young man*, who had
been blind from his birth, and learned to draw
a crofs, a circle, and a fquare, with great ac-
‘curacy; when he was twenty his eyes were
couched, and when he could fee perfetly well,
he was defired to draw his circle and fquare.
His new fenfe of feeing, {6 far from affifting
him in this operation, was extremely trouble-
fome to him; though he took more pains than
ufual, he performed very ill: confounded by
. the new difficulty, he concluded that fight was
ufelefs in all operations to be performed by the

hand, and he thought his eyes would be of no

ufe to him in future. How many people find

their reafon as ufelefs and troublefome to them

as this young man found his eye-fight !
Whilftwe are learning any mechanical ope-

¢ V. Storia di quattro frat=lli nati ciechi e guwariti coll”
eftrazione delle cateratte,
i Francefco Buzzi.
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ration, or whilft we are acquiring any techni-
cal art, the mind is commonly paffive. In the

firit aftempts, perhaps, we reafon or invent
ways of abridging our own labour, and the

* awkwardnefs of the unpra&ifed hand is affifted
by ingenuity and refle&tion ; but as we improve
in' manual dexterity,” attention and ingenuity
are mo longer exerted; we go on habitually
without thought. Fhought would probably
interrupt the operation, and break the chain of .
affociated altions, An artificer ftops his hand _
the moment you afk him to explain what he is
about: he can work and talk of indifferent ob-
jefts; but if he refleéts upon the manner in
which he performs certain flight of hand parts
of his bufinefs, it is ten to one but he cannot
go on with them. A man, who writes a free_

. running hand, goes on without thinking of the
manner in which he writes; fix his attention
upon the manner in which he holds his pen, or
'forms his letters, and he probably will not write
quite fo faft, or fo well, as ufual. "When a
gid firft attempts'to drefs herfelf at a glafs, the
glafs perplexes, inftead of affifting her, becaufe

~Vou III. - D
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fhe thinks, and reafons about every motiony
but when by habit fhe has learned how to move
her hands in obedience to the figel-image*,
which performs its exercife’ in the mirrot, ne
farther thought is employed.. Make the child
obferve that the moves her left hand forward
when the image in the glafs moves in a con-’
trary manner, turn the child’s attention to any
of her own rnotions, and the will make miftakes
as fhe did before her habits were formed.
Many occupations, which are generally fup-
pofed to depend upon the underftanding, and
which do probably depend in the firft inftance
upon the underfianding, become by pradtice:
~ purely mechanical. This is the cafe in many
of the imitative arts. A perfon unufed to draw-
ing exerts a great deal of attention in copying
any new objet ; but cuftom foon fupplies the
place of thought. By cuftom+t, as a great ar-
tift affures us, he will become able to draw the
human figute tolerably well with as little effort

" - - *® This word is fometimes by mitake fpelt fqd-@i

N 4 Sir Jofhua Reynolds,
PR
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of the thind, as to trace with a pen'the letters
- of the alphabet. '

© We muft furtber obferve, that the habit of
purfuing any occupation, which reqhires no
mental exertion, induces an indolence or inca«
pacity of intelle&. Mere artifts are commonly
as ftapid as mere artificers, and thefe are little
miore than machines. oo .
" The length of time which is'required to ob-
tain praftical fkill and dexterity in certain ac-
" complifhments is one reafon, why there are fo
few people who obtain any thing more than
mechanical excellence. Théy become the
flaves of cuftom, and they become proad of .
theirflavery. At firft they might biave condider-
«d cuftom &s a tyrant; but when:they have
obeyed her for a certain time, they.do her vos
luntary homage ever aftery asto a fovereign by
divine right. ~ To prevent this fpecies of intel-
le&tual-degtradation, we muft in education be
careful 16 rank mere mechanical talents below
the exercife of the mental powers. Thus the
~ambition of young people will be direéted to
high objeés ; and all inferior qualifications may
De -
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be attaned without contraéting the underftand-
ing. Praife children for patience, for perfeve- -
rance, for induftry; ehcourage them to reafon
and to invent upon all fubjets, and you may
dire&t their attention afterwards as you think
proper. But if you applaud children merely
for drawihg a flower neatly, or copying a land-
fcape, without exciting theisr ambition to any
thing higher, you will never create fuperior
~ talenfs, or a;fuperior charafter. The writing
and drawing automaton performs its advertifed
“wonders. to the fatisfaltion of the fpeQators ;
bixt the machine is not < inflinct with fpirit,”
you cannot expeé} from it the defign, the fketch
of a Raphael, or from its pen the thoughts of a
Shakfpeare. It is eafy to guide the hand, but
who can transfufe a foul into the image ?

- It is not.an uncommon thing to hear yoﬁng
people, who have been long under the tuition
of maﬁefs,' complain of their own want of ge- -
"mius. They arg fenfible that they have not
‘made any great progrefs in any bf the accom-
plithments, which they have endeavoured to
Jearn ; they fee others, who have not perhaps
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" had what they call fuch opportunities and ad-
. vantages in their education, fuddenly furpafs
them; this they attribute to natural genius,
and they fay to themfelves in defpafr, « Cer-
< tainly I have no tafte for drawing, I have no
“« genius for mufic, I have learned fo many
« years, I have had fo many,leflons from the
« beft mafters, and yet here is fuch and fuch a
“ one, who has had no mafter, who has taught
< herfelf, and perhaps did not begin till late in
« life, has got before me, becaufe fhe has a
“ natural genius for thefe things. She muft
¢ have a natural tafte for them, becaule the

& can fit whole hours at thefe things for her own
« pleafure. Now I never would take a pencil
“ in my hand-for my own choice; and I am
« glad, atall events, that t‘he'time for leflons

. “.and mafters is over. My education is finith-

« ed, for I am of age.” ' '
. The difguft and defpair, which are thus in-
duced by an injudicious education, abfolutcly
defeat even its own trivial purpofes. So that,

whatever may be the views of parents, whe-

#her-they confider ornamental accomplifhments

ST "D s
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as effential to their,daughter’s fucce/s in the
world, or whether they value them rather as -
fecondary objefts, fubordinate to her happi-
pefs; whether they with their daughter atually
" to excel in any particular accomplithment, or
"~ to have the power of excelling in any to which
circumftances may dire& her, it is in all cafes
advifable to culhvate the general power of the
pupxl’s unde;ﬂand;pg, inftead of confining her
to technical Pra&iccs and precepts, under the
gye of any mafter, who does not poffefs that
which is the oul of every art. |

. 'We do not mean any illiberal attack upon
mafters, but in wrxtmg upon cducatxon it 1s
neceﬂ'ary to examine the utility of different
modes of mﬁru&xon, thhout fear of" oﬁ'endmg
any ¢lafs of men. We acknowledge, that it i§
feldom found that thofc can commumcate their
knowledge the beﬁ w/zo pofefs the mq/l, ef-
- pecially if thxs knowledge be that of an artift
or a lmguxﬁ Before any perfon is properly
quahﬁed to teach, he muft have the power of
recolleéhng exaétly how /e learned; he muft
g0 back fiep by fiep to the point at which he
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began, and he muft be able to condu& his pu- ‘
pil through the fame path without impatience
or precipitation. He muft not only have ac-
 quired a knowledge of the procefs by which his
own ideas and habits were formed, but he muft
_ have.extenfive experience of the varieties of the -
human mind. He muft not fuppofe, that the
operations of intelleét are carried on precifely
_in the fame manner in all minds; he muft not
ima.giné, that there is but one method of teachs
" ng, which will fuit all perfons alike. The
analogies which ftrike his own mind, the arr
rangement of ideas, which to him appears the
moft perfpicupus, to his ‘pupil may appear re-.
mote and confufed. He muft not attribute this
tg. hjs pupil’s inattention, ﬁup‘idity, or obfti-
nacy ; byt he muft attribute it fo the true caufes;
thc' different affociation of jdeas jn different
minds, the different habits of thipkirig, which-
arife from their various tempers and previous
education. He muft be acquaintea with the
. habits of all tempers; the flow, the quick, the
inventive, the ipveftigating ; and he muft adapt
‘ D4 .
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"\ his inftru&tions accordingly. There is fome-
thing more, requifite: a mafter flnuit not only
know what he profeffes to teach of his own

> peculiar art or fcience, but he ought to know

allits bearings and dependences. He muft be
acquainted not brily with the local topography
of his own diftri&, but he mutt have the whole
map of human knowledge before him; ‘and
whilft he dwells moft upon his dwn province,
he muft yet be free from local prejudices, and
muft confider himfelf as a citizen of the world.”
Children who ftudy geography in {mall feparate
maps, underftand, perhaps, the view of each
country tolerably well ; but we fee them quite
puzzled when they are to conne&t thefe maps
in their idea of the world. They do not know
the relative fize or fituation of England or
France ; they cannot find London or Paris when
they look for the firft time upon the globe, and
every country feems to be turned upfide down
in their imagination. Young, people who learn
_particular arts and fciences from mafters wha
have confined their view to the boundary of
~ each, without having given an enlarged idea '
R ) 3 . ' '




REMALE ACCOMPLISHMENTS, &c. 41

of the whole, are much in the fame fituation
with thefe unfortunate geographers.
. The perfifting ‘to teach things feparately,
which oﬁght ‘to be taught as a wh'olé, mutft
'prevent the progrefs of mental cultivation*:
The divifion and fubdivifion of different parts
of education, which are monopolized as trades
by the mafters whe profefs to teach them, muft
tend to increafe and perpetuate error. Thefe
intelle€tual cafis are pernicious. '
1t is-faid, that the Perfians had mafters to
Yeach their children each feparate virtue: one
matfter to teach juftice, another fortitude, an-~
other temperance, and fo on. How thefe maf-
ters could preferve the boundaries of their feve-
ral moral . temitories, it is not eafy to imagine,
efpecially if they-all infifted upon independent
fovereignty. There muft have been fome dan-
ger, furely, of their difputing with one fnother
_eoncemning -the importance of their refpetive
profeffions, like the bourgeois’ gentilhomme’s
dancing' mafter, mufic mafter, mafter of mo-.
rality, ‘and mafter of philofophy, who all fell to

# Condillac.
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blows to fettle their pretenﬁons, forgetful o£thc
prefence of their pupil. Mafters, who are ex-
pe&‘ed to teach only one thing, may be fincerely '
anxious for the improvement of their pupils in
that particular, without being in the leaft inte-
refted for their general charater or happinefs.
_Thus the drawing mafter has done his part, and
is fatisfied if he teéaches his pupil to draw well ;
it is no concern-of his what her temper may be,
any more than what fort of hand fhe writes, or
how fhe dances. The dancing mafter, in his
turn, is wholly indifferent about the young
lady’s progrefs in drawing; all be undertakes
is, to teach her to dance.

We mention thefe circumftances to thew
parents, that matfters, even when they do the.
utmoft that they engage to do, cannot educate
their children ; they can only partially inftruét
them in particular arts. Parents muft them.
felves prefide over the education of their chil-
dren, or muft entirely give them into the care
bf fome perfon of an enlarged and philofophic
mind, who can fupply all the deficiencies of
gommon mafters, and who can take advantage
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of all the pofitive good that can be obtained
. from exifting inftitutions. Such a preceptor or
governefs muft poffe(s extenfive knowledge,
and that {uperiority of mind which fees thejﬁ&
proportion and value of every acquifition, which
isnot to be overawed by authority, or dazzled
by fathion. Under the eye of fuch perfons, - |
matters will keep precifely their proper places ;
they will teach all they can teach, without in-
ftilling abfurd prejudices, or infpiring a {fpirit
of vain rivalfhip ;3 nor will th:ey be fuffered to
continue their leflans when they have nothit,‘x;g’ |
more to teach.

Parents, who do not think that they have
leifure, or feel that they have capacity to take
the entire direStion of their children’s educas
tion upon themfelves, will truft this important
office to a governefs. The inquiry concerning
the value of female accomplifhments has been
purpofely entered into before we could fpeak’
x(h)f' the choice of a governefs, becaufe the eftima-
‘ ;ion in which thefe are held will very much de-
termine parents in their choice. ‘

Jf what has been faid of the probability ofg
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decline in the public tafte for what are ufually
called accomplifhments : ‘of their relative
utility to the happinefs of families and indivi- -
duals; of the wafte of time, and wafte of the _
higher powers of the mind in acciuiring them:
. if what hasbeen obferved on any of thefe points
1s allowed to be juft, we fhall have little diffi-
culty in purfuing the fame principles further.
In the choice of a governefs we fhould not con-
fider hef-fafhiopable accomplithments as her
- beft recommendations; thefe will be only fe-
condary objets. We fhall examine with more
anxiety, whether the pofefs a found, difcrimi-
natinig, and enlarged underftanding.  Whether
her mind be free from prejudice; whether fthe
has fteadinefs of temper to purfue her own
plans ; and, above all, whether fhe has that
fpecies of integrity which will juftify a parent
in trufting a child to her care. We fhall attend
to her converfation, and obferve her manners, .
with fcrupulous minutenefs. Children are
#mitative animals, and they are pecuharly dif-
" pofed to imitate the language, manners, and
geftures, of tl}Ofe with whom they live, and to
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whom they look up with admiration. In fe-
male education too much care cannot be taken
to form all thofe habits in ‘morals and in man-
ners, which are diftinguifhing charaQeriftics of
amiable women. Thefe habits muft be ac-
quired early, or they will never appear eafy or
graceful : they will neceffarily .be formed by
thofe who fee none but good models. ‘

We have already pointed out the abfolute
neceffity of union amongft- all thofe who are
concerned in a child’s education: A governefs
muft either rule, or obey, decidedly. ;If fhe da
not agree with the child’s parents in opinion,
fhe mutt either know how to convince them by
argument, or fhe muft with {trict integrity con- -
form her praétice to their theorics. THere are
few parents, -who will choofe to give up the
entire care of their children to any governefs ;
therefore there will probably be fome points in
which a difference of opinion will arife. - A
fenfible woman will never {fubmit to be treated,
as governeffes are in fome families, like the
fervant who was afked by his mafter what bufi-
nefs he had to think ; nor will  woman of fenfe
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ot temper infift upon her opinions without pro-
ducing her reafons.” She will thus enfure the
refpeét and the confidence of enlightened pa-
rents. ' ' '
It is the intereft of parents to treat the perfon
who educates their- children with that perfeSt
equality and kindnefs, which will cenciliate her
affe€tion, and-which will at the fame time pre-
fetve her influénce and authority over her pu-
pils. And it is with pledfute we obferve, that
the ' ftyle. of behiaviour to ‘govermefies, 'in welk:
bred families, is much changed within thefe few
years. A governefs is no longer treated as an
vpper fervant; or asan intermediate being be«
tween a fervantand a gentlewoman : the is now
treated as the friend_and companion of the
family, and the muft, confequently, have warm
and permanent intereft it its profperity: fhe .
becomes attached to her pupils from gratitude
to their parents, from fympathy, from generofity,
as well as fromthe firict fenfe of dﬁty; .
In fafhionable life there is, however, fome
danger, that parents fhould go into extremes
in -their behaviour towards tlgeir governefles.
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Thofe who difdairi the idea of affuming faperis
onity of rank and fortune, and who defire to
treat the perfon who educates their children ad
thelr equal, aét with perfet propriety ;. but if
they make her théir bompanio'n’ in all theif
Amufements they go a- ftep too far, and they
defeat their own purpofes. If a governefs ats
tends the card table;: and the aflembly-roomi§
. if fhe is to vifit,. and be vifited, what is. to'be-
come of her pupilsini her abfence? They muft
be left tothe care of fervants. There are fome
ladies who will not accept of ‘any invitation, is
in whi_cﬁ the governefs of their children is not
mmcluded. This may be done from a good mo-
tive, but, furely, itis unreafonable ; for the very
ufe of a governefsis to fupply the mother’s
place in her abfence. Cannot this be managed
beiter? ‘Cannot the mother and governefs
amufe themfelves at different times ? - There
would then be perfe&t equality ; the governefs
would be in the fame fociety, and- would be.
treated with the fame refpe&t, without negleét-
ing her duty. The reward which is given to
women of abilities, and of unblemithed reputa-

4
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tion, who devote themfelves to the fuperintend:
ence of the ed,ucation(' of young ladies in the
. higher ranks of life, the daughters-of our affinent
nobility, ought to be confiderably greéter than
what it is at prefent: it ought to be fuch as to
excite ‘women to cultivate their talents, and
their underftandings, with a view to. this pro.
feffion. A profeffion we call it, for it fhould be
contfidered; as fuch, as an ho‘nourablg: profeffion,
which a' gentlewoman might’ follow without
lofing any degree of the eftimation in which fhe
is-held by what is called the world. There is
no employment, at prefent, by whicha gentle-
woman can maintain herfelf without loﬁﬁg-
fomething of that refpe&t, fomething of that
rank in fociety, which necither female fortitude
nor male philofophy willingly foregaes. The
liberal profeffions are open.to men of {mall for-
tunes; by prefenting one fimilar refource’ to
women, we fhould give a ftrang motive for their
moral and intelletual improvement.

- Nor does it feem probable, that they thould
make a difgraceful or imprudent ufe of their
increafing influence and liberty in this cafe, be-
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caufe their previous education muft. previoufly
prepare them properly. The misfortune of wo-

“ien has ufually been, to have power trufted to’
them before they were educated to ufe it pru-
dently. To faythat preceptrefles in the higher
ranks of life fhould be liberally rewarded, is
but a vague expreffion; fomething fpecific
thould be mentioned, wherever genéral utility is
the objeft. Let us obferve ; that many of the
firft dignities of the church are beﬁbwed,. and
properly beftowed, upon men ‘who have edu-
cated the higheft ranks of our nobility. Thofe
who look with an evil eye upon thefe promo-
tions do not fairly eftimate the national import«
ance of education for the rich and powerful.
No' provifion can ‘be made for women, who
diret the education of the daughters of our
nobility, anyways equivalent to the provifion
made for preceptors by thofe who have influ-
ence in the flate. A pecuniary compenfation
isin the power of opulént families. Three
hundred -a year, for twelve or fourteen years,
the fpace of time which a preceptrefs muft pro~ -
bably employ in the education of a young lady.

Vo, 111, E -
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would be a fuitable compenfation for her care,
With this provifion the would be enabled, after
her pupil’s education was completed, either to
fettle in a family of her own, or fhe would in
the decline of life be happily independent, fe-
cure from the temptation of marrying for money.
If a few munificent and enlightened individuals
fet the exarhple of liberally rewarding merit in
this fituation, many young women will probably
al;pear with talents and good-qualities fuited to
the views of the moft fanguine parents. With
good fenfe, and literary taftes, a young woman
might inftruét herfelf during the firft years of her -
pupil’s childhood, and might gradually prepare
herfelf . with all the neceffary knowledge ; ac-
cording to the principles that have been fug-
gefted, there would be no necefity for her be-
ing a mifirefs of arts, a performer in mufic, a
paintréfs, a linguift, or a poetefs. A general
~ knowledge of literature is indifpenfable ; and
yet farther; fhe muft have fufficient tafte and
judgment to dire&t the literary talents of her
pupils. - _

With refpe&t to the literary education of the
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female fex, the arguments on both fides of the'
queftion have already been ftated, with all the
impartiality in our power, in another place* :
without obtruding a detail of the fame argu-
mets again upon the public, it will ‘be fuffici-
ent to profefs the diftin&t opinion, which a
longer confideration of the fubje&t has yet more
fully confirmed. That it will tend to the hap-
, pinefs of fociety in general, that women fhould .
have their underftandings cultivated and enlarg-
ed .as much as péﬂible; that the happinefs of
dometftic life, the virtues and the powers of
pleafmg in the female fex, the yet more defira-
ble power of attaching thofe worthy of their
love and efteem, will be increafed by the judi-
cious cultivation of the female underftanding,
more than by all that modern gallantry or anci-
ent chivalry could devife in favour of the fex.
Much prudence and ability are requifite to
conduét properly a young woman’s literary edu-
cation. Herimagination muft notbe raifed above
the tafte for neceflary occupatiohs, or the nume-
rous fmall, but not trifling pleafures of domeftic

* Letters for Literary Ladies, fecond edition.
E2
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life : "her mind muft be enlarged, yet the deli
cacy of her manners muit be preferved : her

' knowledge muft be various, and lier powers of
reafoning unawed by authority ; yet {he muft
kabilually feel that nice fenfe of propriety,
which is at once the guard and the charm of
every feminine virtpe.” By early caution, un-
remitting, {crupulous caution in.the choice of.
the books which are put into the bands of girls,
a mother, or a preceptrefs; may fully occupy,
and entertain their pupils, and excite in their
minds a fafle for propriety, as well as a tafte
for literature. It eannot be neceffary to add
more than this general idea, that a mother qught
to be an{werable to.her daughter’s hufband for
the books her danghter raads, as well as for the
company fhe keeps..

Thofe obfervations, which a,pply equally to
the cultivation of the underftanding both of men
and of women, we do not here mean to point
out; we w;ould {peak only of what may. be

. peculiar to femalé education. From the ftudy

of the learned languages women by cuftom,

fortunately for them, are esempted : of ancient
4
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literature they may in ‘tranflations which are
acknowledged to be excellent, obtain a fuffi-_
cient knowledge, without paying too much
time and labour for this claflic pleafure.' Con-
fufed notions from fafhionable publications, from
periodical papers, and comedies,' have made
their way into common converfation, and
thence have affumed an appearance of autho-
rity, and have been extremely difadvantageous
to female education. Sentiment and ridicule
have confpired to reprefent reafon, knowledge,
and {cience, as unfuitable or dangerous to wo-
men  yet at the fame time wit, and fuperficial
acquirements in literature, have been the objeét
of admiration in fociety ; fo that this dangerous
inference has been drawn almoft without our
“perceiving its fallacy, that fuperficial knows-
ledge is more defirable in women than accurate
knowledge. This principle muft lead to in-
numerable errors; it muft produce continual
contraditions in the courfe of education ; in-
ftead of méking women more reafonable, and
Yefs prefuming, it willf render them at once ar-
jogant and ignorant ; full of pretenfions, inc,é-l
Es
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pable of application, and unfit to hear them-
felves convinced. Whatever young women
learn, let ihem be tiught accurately ; let them
know ever fo little apparently, they will know
much if they have learnt that little well. A
girl who runs through a courfe of natural hif-
tory; hears fomething about chemiftry, has been
taugﬁt fomething of botany, and who knows
‘but juft enough of thefe to make her fancy that
fhe is well iﬁformed,. is in a miferable fituation,
in danger of becoming ridiculous, and infup-
~ portably tirefome to men of fenfe and fcience.
But let a woman know any one thing complete-
ly, and fhe will have fufficient underftanding to
Jearn more, and to apply what fhe has been
taught fo as to intereft men of generofity and
genius in her favour. The knowledge of the
, general principles of any {cience is very differ-
ent from fuperficial knowledge of the fcience ;
perhaps, from not attending to this diftinétion,
or from not underﬁanding it, many have failed
in female education. Some attempt will be
made to mark this diftin€tion praétically, when
we gome to fpeak of the cultivation of the mer
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mory, invention, and judgmerit. No intelligent
preceptrefs will, it is hoped, find any difficulty
'in the application of the obfervations they may
meet within the chapters on imagination, fym-
pathy and fenfibility, vanity, and temper. The
mafculine pronoun ke, has been ufed for gram- -
matical convenience, not at allbecaufe we agree -
with the prejudiced, and uncourteous gram-
marian, who afferts * that the mafculine is the -
# more worthy gender;”



CHAPTER XXI.

MEMORY AND INVENTION.

BEFORE we beftow many years of time and
pains upon any obje&t, it may be prudent to
afford a few minutes p;'eviouﬂy to afcertain its
precife value. Many perfons have a vague idea
of the great value of memory, and, without
analyfing their opinion, they refolve to cultivate
the memories of their children, as much, and
as foon as poflible. So far from having deter-
mined the value of this talent, we fhall find that
it will be difficult to give "a popular definition
‘of a good memory. Some people. call that a
- good memory which retains the greateft num-
ber of ideas for the longeft time. Others prefer




~

MEMORY AND INVENTION, 87

a recolleftive, to a retentive mémory, and value
not fo. much the number, as the fele€tion of
falts ; not fo much the mafs, or even the anti-
quity, of accumulated treafure, as the power of
producing -current {pecie for immediate ufe.
Memory is fometimes {poken of as if it were a
faculty admirable in itfelf, without any union
with the other powers of the mind. Amongft
thofe who allow that memory has no independ-
ent claim to regard, there are yet many who
believe, that a fuperior degree of it is effential
to the fuccefsful exercife of the higher faculties,
fuch as judgment and invention. The degree
in which it is ufeful to thofe powers, has not
however been determined. ‘Thofe who are
governed in their opinions by precedent and
authority can produce many learned names, to
prove that memory was held in the higheft efti-
mation amongft the great men of antiquity ; it
was cultivated with much anxiety in their pub-
lic inftitutions, and in their private education.
But there were many circumftances, which
formerly contributed to make a great memory
effential to a great man. In civil and military

employments, amongft the ancients, it was in
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a high degree requifite. Generals were expett«
* ed to know by heart the names of the foldiers
in their armies; demagogues, who hoped to
pleafe the people, wert expefted to know the
hames of all their fellow citizens*. Orators,
who did not {peak extempare, were obliged to
get their long orations by rote. Thofe who
ftudied {fcience ar philofophy were gbliged ta
cultivate their memory with inceffant care, be-
caufe, if they frequented the fchools for inftruc-
tion, they treafured up the fayings of the maf-
térs of different fefts, and learned their doc-
trines only by oral ipftruStion. Manufcripts
‘were frequently got by heart by thofe who were
eéger to fecure the knowledge they contained,
and who had not opportunities of recurring to
the originals. It is not furprifing, therefore,
that memory, to which fo much was trufted,
fhould have been held in fuch };igh efteem.

At the revival of literature in Europe, beforg
the difcovery of the art of printing, it was
fcarcely poffible to make any progrefs in the
literature of the age, without poffeffing a reten
tive memory. A man who had read a few

* V. Plutarch. - Quintiliag,
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manufcripts, and could repeat them, was a

~ wonder, and a treafure : he could travel from
'place to p]ace; and live by his‘ learning ; he
was a circulating library to a nation, and the
more books he could carry in his head the bet-
fer; he was certain of an admiring audience if,
he could repeat what Ariftotle or Saint Jerome
had written; and he had far more encourage-
ment to engrave the words of others on his me- -
mory, than to invent or judge for himfelf.

In the twelfth century above fix hundred
fcholars aflembled in the forefts of Champagne,
to hear the le&ures of the learned Abeillard;
they made themfelves huts of the boughs of
trees, and in this new academic grove were fa-
tisfied to go almoft witliout the neceflaries of
life. In the fpecimens of Abeillard’s compo-
fition, which are handed down to us, we may
~ difcover proofs of his having been vain of a fur-
prifing memory ; it {feems to have been the fu-
perior faculty of his mind: his fix hundred
pupils could carry away with them only fo
much r'o'f his learning as they could get by heart
@uging his coul_-fg qf leCtures; and he who had
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the beft memory muft have been beft paid for
his journey *.

The art of printing, by multiplying copies fo
as to put them within the eafy reference of all
claffes of people, has lowered the value of this
~fpecies of retentive niemory. It is better to re-
fer to the book itfelf, than to the man who has

read the book. Knowledge is nmow ready -

 claffed for ufe, and it is fafely ftored up inthe
great common-place books of public libraries,
A man of literature need not encumber his me-

mory with whole paffages from the authors he

wants to quote ;-he need only mark down the
page, and the words are fafe.

Mere erudition does not in thefe days enfure
permanent fame. The names of the Abbé de
Longuerue, and of the Florentine libratian
Magliabechi, excite no vivid emotions in the
minds of thofe who have heard of them before ;
and there are many, perh;ps not illiterate pet-
fons, who would not be afhamed to own that
they had never heard of them at all. Yet thefe

* Berington's Hiftory of the Lives of Abeillard and
Heloifa, p. 173.

’
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men were both of them, but a few years ago,
temarkable for extraordiniary meiriory and erus
dition. When M. de Longuerue was a child,
he was {uch a prodigy of memory and know-
ledge, that Lewis the Fourteenth, paffing
through the Abbé’s province, ftopped to fee and
- hear him. When he grew up, Paris confulted
him as the oracle of learning. His erudition,
fays d’Alembert*, was not only prodigious,
but attually terrible. Greek and Hebrew were
more familiar to him than his native tongue.
His memory was fo well furnifhed with hiftoric
fatts,: with chronological and. typographical.
knowledge; that upon hearing a perfon affert
in converfation, that it would be a difficult tatk
to write a-good hiftorical defeription of France t3
he afferted that he could do it from memory,
without confulting any books. All he afked
was, to have fome maps of France laid before
him: thefe recalled to his mind the hiftory of
each province, of all the fiefs of the crown of-
each city, and even of each diftinguithed nobles

* Eloge de M. L'Abbé d'Alary. -
+ Marquis d’Argenfon’s Effays, page 383,
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man’s feat in the kingdom. He wrote his folio
hiftory in a year. It was admired as a great-
curiofity in manufcript; but when it came to
be printed, fundry grofs errors appeared: he
was obliged to take out feveral leaves in cor-
' re€ting the prefs. The edition was very ex-
penfive, énd the work, at laft, would have
been rather more acceptable to the public, if
the author had not written it from memory.
Love of the wonderful muft yield to efteem for
the ufeful. ' \"

The effe&t which all this erudition had upon
the Abbé de Longherue’s tafte, judgment, and
imagination, is worthy of our attention. Sorhe
of his opinions. fpeak fufficiently for our pur--
pofe. He was of opinion that the Englith
have never done any good*, fince they re-
nounced the ftudy of Greek and_Arabic, for
Geometry and Phyfics. He was eof opiniony
that two antiquarian books upon Homer, viz.
Antiquitates Homerice and Homeri Gnomolo-
gia, are preferable to Homer himfelf. He
would rather have them, he declared, bgcaufe

* D'Alembert’s Eloge de M. d’Alary.
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with thefe he had all that was ufeful in the poet, ’
without being obliged to go through long fto-
ries, which put him to fleep. « As for that
« madman Ariofto,” faid he, * I fometimes
¢ divert myfelf with him.” One odd volume
of Racine was thie only French book to be found
in his library. His erudition died with him,
and the world has.not profited much by his fur-
prifing memory. :

The librarian Magliabechi was no lefs fa
mous than M. de Languerué for his memory,
and he was yet more ftrongly affeted by the
mania for books. His appetite for them was
{o voracious, that he acqt\xired the name of the
glutton of litérature*. Before he died he had
Jwallowed fix large rooms full of books. Whe- -
ther he had time to digeft any of them we do
not know, but we are fure that he wifhed to
have done o ; for the only line of his own com-
pofition, which he has left for the mﬁru&xon,of
pofterity, is round a medal. The medal repre-
fents him fitting with a book in his hand, and
with a great number of books feattered on the

* Curiofities of Literature, vol. li. page 145.
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floor round him. The candid infcription fig«
nifies, that.to become learned it is not fufficient
to recad much, if we read without refle&ion.
, The names of Franklin and of Shakfpeare are
known wherever literature is cultivated, to all
‘Wwho have any pretenfions to {cience or to ge-
nius ; yet they were neither of them men of ex-
traordinary erudition, nor from their works
fhould we judge that memory was their pre«
dominant faculty. It may be faid, that a fu-
perior degree of memory was effential to the
exercife of their judgment and invention ; that
without having treafured up in his memory 2
saricty of minute obfervations upon human na-
‘ture, Shakfpeare could never have painted the
paffions with fo bold and juft a hand, that if
Franklin had not accurately remembered his
own philofophical obfervations, and thofe of
athers, he never would have made thofe dif-
coveries which have immortalized his name.
Admitting the juftice of thefe affertions, we
fee that memory to greai men is but a {ubordi-
mate fervant, a.treafurer who receives, and is
expetted to keep faithfully whatever is com-
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mitted to his care; and not only to preferve
faithfully all depofits, but to produce, them at
. the moment they are wanted. There are fub-
ftances which are faid to imbibe and retain the
rays of light, and to emit them only in certain
fituations. As long as they retain the rays, no
eye regards them.

It has often been obferved, that a recollec-
tive and retentive memory are feldom found
united. If. this were true, and that we had
our choice of either, which fhould we prefer?
For the purpofes of oftentation, perhaps the
one; for utility the other. A perfon who could
repeat from beginning to end the whole Eco-
nomy of Hluman Life, which he had learned
in his childhood, might, if we had time to fit
ftill and liften to him, obtain our admiration for
his extraordinarily retentive memory ; but the
perfon who, in daily occurrences or intéréﬁing
affairs, recollets at the proper time what is
ufeful to us, obtains from our gratitude fome-
“thing more than vain admiration. To fpeak
accurat;]y, we muft i‘emark, that retentive and

recol\le&ive memories are but relative terms;
You. 111, F
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the recollettive memory muft be retentive of alt
that it recolleéls ; the retentive memory cannot
fhew itfelf till the moment it becomes recollec-
tive. But we value either precifely in proper-
tion as they are ufeful and agreeable.
Jutt at the time when philofophers were in-
tent upon trying experiments in eledricity, Dr.
- Heberden recolleted to have feen, many years
before, a fmall elettrical ftone called tourma-
“lin*, in the poffeffion of Dr. Sharpe at Cam-
bridge. It was the only one known in Eng]énd
at that time. Dr. Heberden procured it ; and
feveral curious experiments were made and ve-
rified with it. In this inftance it is obvious, \
that we admire the retentive local memory of
" Dr. Heberden, merely becaufe it vbece‘lme re< .
eolleive and ufeful. Had the tourmalin never
been wanted, it would have been a matter of_
indifference, whether the diretion for it at ljr.
Sharpe’s at Cambridge had been remembered

or forgotten. There was a man t who under-

* Prieftley on Ele@ricity, page 317.
+ Fuller, author of the Worthies of England. Sec Cue
riefitics of Literature, vol: i, .
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took in going from Temple Bar to the fartheft -
patt of Cheapfide and back again, to enume~
rate at his return every fign on each fide of the
way in its order, and to repeat them, if it
fhould be required, either backwards or for-
wards, This he exaltly accomplithed. Asa
playful trial of memory, this affords us a mo-
ment’s entertainment ; but if we were to be
ferious upon the fubje&, we fhould fay it was
a pity that the'man did Mt ufe his extraordi-
nary memory for fome better purpofe. The late
king of Pruffia, when he intended to advance -
Trenck in the army, upon his firft introdution
gave him a lift of the ftrangeft names which
. could be picked out, tolearnby rote. Trenck
learned them quickly, and the king was much
pleafed with this inftance of his memory ; but
Frederick would certainly never have made fuch
a trial of the abilities of Voltaire.

We canrtot always forefee what faéts may be
ufefyl, and what may be ufelefs to us, otherwifc
the cultivation of the memory might be con-
duéted by unerring rules. In the common bufi-
nefs of life people regulate their memories by

F2
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the circumftances in which they happen to be:
placed. A clerk in a counting houfe by prac-
- tice learns to remember the circumftances, af-
fairs, and names of numerous merchants, of his
mafter’s cuftomers, the places of their abode,.
and perhaps, fomething of their peculiar hu-
mours and manners. A fine lady remembers.
her vifiting liff, and perhaps the drefles and
partners of every couple ata crowded ball ; fhe;A
finds all' thefe particulars a ufeful fupply for
daily converfation, fhe therefore remembers.
them with care. An amateur, who is ambiti-

eus to- fhine in the fociety of literary men, col--

Ve

Ie&ts literary anecdotes, and retails them when-
ever oecafion permits. Men of fenfe, ‘who
cultivate their memories for ufeful purpofes, are
not obliged to treafure up heterogeneeus fats»
by reducing particulars to general principles,,
and by .connefling them with proper affocia-
tions, they enjoy all the real advantages, whilft
they are exempt from the labour of accumula~
tion. . -

Mzr. Stewart has with fo much ability point--
ed out the effe&ts of fyftematic arrangement, of.
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writing, reading; and the ufe of technical con-
trivances in the cultivation of the memory, that
it would be a prefumptuous and unneceffary
| attempt to expatiate in other words upon the
{ame fubjeét. It may not be ufelefs; howevyer,
%o repeat a few of his obfervations, becaufe in
.confidering what farther improvement may be
made, it is always effential to have fully in-our
view what is already known.

Philofophic arrancrement affifts the memory
by clafling, under a few general principles, a
numdber of apparently diffimilarand unconneéted
particulars. The habit, for inftance, of attend-
ing to the connexion of caufe and ‘effett, pre-
fents a multitude of interefting analogies to the
minds of men of fcience, which efcape other
perfons; the vulgar feel no pleafure in contem-
plating objeéls that appear remote from com-
mon life ; and they find it extremely difficult
to remember obfervations and reafonings, which
are foreign to their cuftomary courfe -of affoci-
ated ideas. Even literary and ingenious peo-
Ple, when they begin to learn any art or {cience,
wually complain that their memory is not able

Fs
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to retain all the terms and ideas which pour In
upon them with perplexing rapidity. In time
this difficulty is conquered, not fo much by the
ftrength of the memory as by the exercife of
judgment: they learn to diftinguifh, and fele&t
the material terms,. fafts, and arguments, from
thofc that are fubordinate, and they clafs them
under general heads, to relieve the memory
from all fuperfluous labour.

In all ftudies there is fome prevalent aﬁb-
ciating principle, which gradually becomes fa-
miliar to our minds, but which we do not im-

‘thediately difcover in our firft attempts. In
- poetry, refemblance ; in philofophy, caufe and
effeét ; In mathematics, demonftrations conti-
-nually recur s and, therefore, cach is expeted
by perfons who have been ufed to thefe refpec-
tive ftudies. : ‘

The habit of committing our knowledge to
writing affifts the memory, becaufe in writing
we detain certain ideas long enough in our
view to perceive all their relations; we ufe fixed

- and abbreviated figns for all our thoughts, with
the affiftance of thefe we can prevent confufion
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in our reafonings. We can without fatigue, by
the help of words, letters, figures, or algebraic
figns, go through a variety of mental proceffes,
and folve many difficult problems, which, with-
out fuch affiftance, muft have been too exten-
five for our capacities. | '

If our books be well chofen, and if we read
with difcrimination and attention, reading will
improve the memory, ‘becaufe as it increafes
our knowledge, it increafes our intereft in évery :
new difcovery, and in every new combination
of ideas. , _

We agree entirely with Mr. Stewart in his
ebfervations upon technical helps to the me-
mory ; they are hurtful to the underftanding,
becaufe they break the general habits of philo--
fophic order in the mind. There is no con-
nexion of ideas between the memorial lines,
for inftance, in Grey’s Memoria Technica, the
hiftory of the Kings, or Emperors, and the dates
that we with to remember. However it may
be advantageous in edugation to ufe fuch con-
frivances, to aflift our pupils in remempering

F4



T2 PRACTICAL EDUCATION,

thofe technical parts of knowledge, which are
fometimes valued above their worth in fociety.

The fats upon which the prihciples of any
{cience are founded fhould never be learnt by
rote in a technical manner. But the names -
and the dates of the reigns of a number ofkings
and en;lperors, if they muft be remembf;i'ed by
children, {hould be.]earnt in the manhef which
may give them the leaft trouble.* =

It is commonly afferted that our memory is
to be improved by exercife :* exercife may be of
different kinds, and we muft detemﬁne what
fortis beft. Repetition is found to fix words,
and fometimes ideas, ftrongly in the mind : the
words of the burthen of a fong, which we have
frequently heard, are eafily and long remem-
bered. When we want to get any thiﬁg by
rote, we repeat it over and ower again, till the
founds feem to follow one another habitually,
~and then we fay we have them perfeily by
rote . The regular recurrence of founds, at

* V. Chapter on Books, 2nd on Geography.
t Dr. Darwin, Zoonomia.
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thymes, thelcadencc, the alliteration, the pecu-
liar ftruture or the poet’s lines, aflift us. All
thefe are mechanical helps to the memory. To
fome people repetition feems much more agree-
able than to others; but it may be doubted
whether a facility and propenfity to repetition
be favourable to rational memory. Whilft we
gepedt, we exclude all thought from the mind,
we form a habit of faying certain founds in a
certain order ; but if this habit be afterwards
broken by any trifling external circumftances,
we lofe all our labour. We have no means of
recolle@ing what we have learned in this man+
ner. Once gone it is gone for ever. It depends
but upon one principle of affociation. Thofe
who exert ingenuity as well asmemory in'learn-

ing by heart, may not perhaps affociate founds

- with fo much expedition, but they wi!l have

.the power of recollettion in a greater degree;
they will have more chances in their favour, be-
fides the great power of voluntary exertion . a
power which few paffive repeaters ever poffefs.
The following lines are eafily learned.
¢ Hafte, then, ye fpirits; to youf charge repair,
¥ The fluttering fan be Zephyretta’s care;;
A}

\
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f¢ The drops to thee, Brillante, we confign,

¢¢ And, Momentilla, let the watch be thine

“¢ Do thou, Crifpiffa, tend her favourite lock,
¢ Ariel himfelf fhall be the guard of Shock.”

N

To a perfon who merely learned the founds
in thefe lines by rote, without knowing the
~ fenfe of the words, all the advantage of the ap-
- propriated names and offices of the fylphs would
be loft. No one, who has any fenfe of propriety,
can call thefe {ylphs by wrong names, or put
- them out of their places. Momentilla and the
watch, Zephyretta and the fan, Crifpiffa and
the lock of hair, Brillante and the diamond
drops, are o intimately affociated, that they
neceffarily recur together in the memory. The
following celebrated lines on envy, fome people
will find eafy, and others difficult to learn by
heart. -

¢ Envy will merit, as its fhade, purfue; !

¢ But, like a thadow, proves the fubftance true :
¢ For envy’d wit, like Sol eclips’d, makes known
¢ Th’ oppofing body’s groflnefs ot its own.

¢¢ When firft that fun too pow’rful beams difplays,
« Tt draws up vapour, which obfcures its rays ;
¢¢ But ev’n thofe clouds at 1aft adorn its way,

¢ Reflet new glories, and augment the da._y."’.‘
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The flow of thefe lines is not particularly
‘eafy ; thofe who truft merely to the power of
. reiteration in getting them by rote will fipd the
“tafk difficult; thofe who feize the ideas will

ncceﬁ'aril\y recolleét their order, and the fenfe
will condu€t thém to their proper places with
certainty : they cannot, for inftance, make the
clouds adorn the fun’s rays before the fun’s
powerful beams have drawn up the vapours.
This fixes the place of the four laft lines. The
fimile of merit and the fun, and envy and the
clouds, keeps each idea in its order ; if any one
efcapes, it is eafily miffed, and eafily recalled.

 We feldom meet with thofe who can give us
an accurate account of their own thoughts ; it
is, therefore, difficult to tell the different ways
in which diffefent people manage their memo-
ry. We judge by the effcilts frequently, that
caufés are the fame, which fometimes are en-
tirely different. Thus, we, in common conver-
fation, fhould fay, that two pecople had an
equally good memory, who could repeat with
"equal exa&tnefs any thing which they had heard
or read. Butin their methods of remember-

%
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ing thefe perfons might differ effentially ; the
one might have exerted much more judgment
and ingenuity in the condut of his memory
than the other, and might thus have not only
" fatigued himfelf lefs, but might have improved
his underftanding, whillt the other learned
merely by rote. When Dr. Johnfon reported
the parliamentary debates for the Gentleman’s
Magazine, his judgment, his habit of attending
1o the order in which ideas follow one another
in reafoning, his previous knowledge of the
charalters and ftyle of the different fpeakers,
muft confiderably have affifted his memory. His
tafte for literary compofition muft have thewn
him ibftantly where any argument or allufion
was mifplaced. A connefing phrafe, or a
. link in a chain of reafoning, is miffed as readily,
by a perfon ufed to writing and argument, as
a word in a line of poetry is miffed by a poetic
ear. If any thing has efcaped the memory of
perfons who remember by general claffification, .
they are not only by their art able to difcover
that fomethidg is rﬁiﬂing, but they have a ge-
neral direCtion where to find it ; they know to’
3
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what clafs of ideas it muft belong; they can
hunt from generals to particulars,. till they are
fure at laft of tracing and deteting the deferter;
they have certain figns by which they know
the objett of which they are in fearch, and .
they traft with more certainty to thefe charatter-
iftics, than to the mere vague recolle@ion of
having feen it before. We feeldifpofed to truft
the memory of thefe who can give us fome
teafon for what they remembér. If they can
prove to- us that their aﬂ'e,rtidﬂ could not, con~ -
fiftently with other fatls, be falfe, we admit the’
affertion into the rank of falls, and their judg-
ment thus goes {urety for their memory..

In the common mode of education great ex-
altnefs of repetition is required from pupils.
This feems to be made a matter of too much
mmportance. There are circumftances in life,,
in which this talent is ufeful, but its utility
perhaps we fhall find, upon examination, is '

ovesrated. . |
. In giving evidence of words, dates, and faéts,.
ih a court of juftice, the utmoft precifion is re-
quiﬁte.‘ The propetty, lives, and charatters,,
of individuals, depend upon this precifion.
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But we muft obferve, that after long detailed
evidence has been given.by a number of wit- -
nefles, an advocate feparates the material from
the immaterial circumftances, and the judge in
his charge' again comprefles the arguments of .
the counfel, fo that much of what has been faid
during the trial might as well have been omit-
ted. All thefe fuperfluous ideas were remem-
bered to no purpofe. Anevidence fometimes,
if he be permitted,. would tell not only all that
he remembersof the circun;-ﬁances about which
he is examined, but alfo a number of  other
circumftances, which are ~cafually affociated -
with thefe in his memory.” An able advocate,

- rejells, by a quicknefs of judgment which ap-
pears like intuition, all that is irrelevant to his
argument and his caufe ; and it is by thisfelec-
tion that Ais memory, in the evidence perhaps
of twenty different people, is able to retain all
that is ufeful. When this heterogeneous mafs
of evidence is clafled by his perfpicuous ar~
rangement, his éudience feel no diFﬁcix]ty either
in underftanding or recolleéting all which had
before appeared confufed. Thus the exercife
of the judgment faves much of the labous of

N\
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- memory ; labour whick is not merely unnecef-
fary, but hurtful, to our underftanding. ’
~In making', obfervations upon {ubjeéts which
are new to us, we muft be content to ufe our
memory unaffifted at firlt by our reafon; we
mutt treafure up the ,ore and rubbifh together,
becaufe we cannot immediately diftinguith them
from each other. But the fooner we can fepa-

_ rate them the better. In the beginning of all
experimental fciences, a number of ufelefs par-
ticulars are recorded, becaufe they are not
knowh to be ufelefs ; when from comparing
thefe a few general principles are difcovered,
the mem‘ory is immediately relieved, the judg-
ment and inventive faculty have power and
liberty to work, and then a rapid progrefs and
great difcoveries are made. It is the misfor-
tune of thofe who firft cultivate new {ciences,
that their memory is overloaded ; but' if thofe
who fucceed to them fubmit to the fame fenfe-
lefs drudgéry, it is not their misfortune, but
their fault. Let us look over the hiftory of
thofe who have made difcoveries and inven-
tions, we fhall perceive, that it has been by

¢
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rejeCting ufelefs ideas that they have firft cleara
ed their way to truth. Dr. Prieftley’s Hiftories
of Vifion and of Eleétricity are as ufeful when
we confider them as hiftories of the human
mind, as wl;gn we read them as hiftories of
fcience. Dr.P. has publithed a catalogue of
books*, from which he gathered his materials.
The pains, he tells us, thatit coft him to com-
prefs and abridge the accounts which ingenious
men have given of their own experiments,
teach us how much our progrefs in real know-

ledge depends upon rejeting all that is fuper- .

fluous. When Simor_;ides offered to teach The-

miftocles the art of memory, Themiftocles an- .

fwered, ¢ Rather teach me the art of forget-
“ting; for I find that I remember much that
¢« I'had better forget, and forget” (confequently)
¢ fome things which I wifh to remember.”

When any difcovery or invention is complet
ed, we are frequently aftonifhed at its obvious
ﬂmplicity. The ideas neceffary to the difcovery
are feldom fo numetous as to fatigue our me-

mory. Memory feems to have been ufeful to

* At the end of the hiftory of Vifion.
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.inVeﬁtoi's only as it prefented a few ideas in a
_tertain happy connexion, as it prefented them
faithfully and diftin@ly to view in the proper
moment. If we with for examples of the
conduct of the underflanding, we need only
look into Dr. Franklin’s works. He is fo fres
from all affe@ation, he lays his mind fo fairfy
before us, that he is perhaps the beft example
we can fele@t. Thofe who are ufed to look at
. objeéls in a microfcope fay, that full as much
depends upon the objetts being well ‘prepared
for infpetion, as upon the attention of the ob«
ferver, or‘the e:gcellef)ce of the glafs.

The firft thing that firikes us, in looking over
DoStor Franklin’s works, is the variety of his ob-
fervations upon different fubjets. We might
imagine, that a very tenacious and powerful me~
mory was neceffary to regifter all thefe: but Dr.

- Franklin informs us, that it was his” conftant
praftice to note down every hint as it occurred
to him: he urges his friends to do the fame; -
he obferves, that there is fcarcely a day pafles
without our hearing or feeing fomething which,
if properly attended to, might lead to ufeful

Vor. IIL G ‘
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-difcoveries. By thus committing hi§ ideas to
writing, his mind was left at liberty to think.
No extraordinary effort of memory was, even
upon the greateft occafions, requifite. A friend
wrote to him to inquire how he was led to his
great difcovery of the identity of lightning and
eie&ricity 3 and how he firft came to think of
| dréwing down lightning from the clouds. Dr.
* Franklin replies, that he could not anfwer bet-
ter than by giving an extra& from the minutes
he ufed to keep of the experiments he made,
with memorandums of fuch as he purpofed to
make, the reafons for making them, and the
obfervations that rofe'upon thgm. By this ex-
tra&t, fays Dr. Franklin, you will fee that the
| thought was not fo much az out of the way one,
. but that it migl'lt have occurred to any elec-
trician *, ' o

* ¢« Nov.7, 1749. Ele@rical fluid agrees with light=

“ ning in thefe particulars. 1. Givinglight. 2. Colour
“ of the light. 3. Crooked dire@ion. 4. Swift motion,
“ 5. Being condu@ed by metals. 6. Crack or noife in
¢ exploding. 7. Subfifting in water or ice. 8. Rending

. ““ bodies it paffes through. 9. Deftroying animals. 10.
“ Melting metals, 11. Firing inflammable fubftances.
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*. ‘When the ideas are arrafxg'ed in clear order,
as we fee them in this hote, the analogy or ins -
* dulon to which Dr. Franklin was led appears
ealy. Why then had it never been made by
any other perfon? - Numbefs of ingetlious merni
were at this time intent upon ele@ricity.  The
ideas which were neeeffaty to this difcovery
were .not numerous or complicated. We may
remark, that one analogy connefting thefe ob-
fervations together, they are more eafily recol:
leCted; and their being written down for 4
particular purpofe, on which Dr. Franklin’s
mind was intent, muft have made it itill eafief
to him to retain themi. ,

The degree of memory he was forced to em-
ploy is thus reduced to a portion in which few
people are defeQtive. Now, let us fuppofe;
that Dr. Franklin, at the time he wrote his me=

“ 12, Sulphurous fmell, The ele@ric fluid is attraled
“ by points. We do not know whether this property is
% in lightning. But fince they agree in all the particiilars
* whercin we can already compare them, is it not proba-
*“bable, they agree likewile in this> Let the experis
* ment be made.” ‘

Dr. Franklin's Letters, page 333, °

G2
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morandum, had fully in Ius recollettion every
previpus experiment that had ever been tried
on eleftricity ; and mot only thefe, but the the-
ories, names, ages, and private hiftory, of all
the men who had tried thefe experiments; of
what advantage would this have been to him?
He muft have excluded all thefe impertinent
ideas fucceffively as they rofe before him, and
he muft have fele@ted the fifteen ufeful obferva-
tions, which we have mentioned, from this
troublefome multitude. ‘Fhe chance in fuch a
fele&tion would have been againft him; the
time employed in the examination and reje€tion
of all the unneceflary recolle&ions would have
been abfolutely wafted. ) o

We muft wifh that it were in our power,
when we make obfervations upon nature, or
when we read the refle€tions of others, to ar-
range. our thoughts fo as to be ready when we-
waiit to reafon or invent. 'When cards are dealt
to us, we can fort our hand according to the
known probabilities of the game, and a new

arrangement is eafily madé when we hear what
is trumps. ’

/
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In colleting -and forting obfervations Dr.
Franklin particularly excelled, therefore we
may fafely continue to take him for our exam-
ple. Wherever he happened to be, in a- boat,
in a mine, in a printer’s thop, in a crowded
city or in the country, in Europe or America,
he difplays the fame a€livity of obfervation.
When any thing, however trifling, ftruck him
which he could net account for, he never refted
till he had traced the effe@ to its caufe. Thus,
after having made one remark, he- had freth -
motive to colle&t faéls, either to confirm or re- -
fate an hypothefis ; his gbfervations tending
confequently to fome determinate purpofe, they
were arranged in the moment they were made
in the moft commodious manner, both for his -
memory and invention; they were arranged
cither according to their obvious analogies,
or their relation to each other as caufe
and effe€t. He had two ufeful methods of
judging of the value of his own 'ideas; he
either confidered how they could be imme-
diately ‘applied to praftical improvements in
' Gs
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the arts, or how they could lead to the fo-
lution of any qof the great problems in fci-
ence. . Here we muft again obferve, that judg-
ment faved the Jabour of memory. A perfon,:
who fets about tb colle& falts at random, ig
little better than a magpie, who picks up and
lays by any odd bits of money he can light-
upon without knowing their ufe.

Mifcellaneous abfervations which are made
by. thofe who have no philofophy may acciden-
tally lead to fomething ufeful; but here we -
admire the good fortune, and not the genius,
of the individuals who make fuch difcoveries;
‘thefe are prizes drawn from the lottery of fciz
ence, which ought not to feduce us from the
paths of fober induftry. How long may an ab-
fervation fortunately made continue to he ufe-
lefs ta mankind, merely becaufe it has not heen
' reafoned upon ! The trifling obfervation, that
a ftraight ftick appears bent in ' water, was made
many hundred years before the reafon of that
appearance was difcovered! The invention of
the telefcope might have been made by any .

A
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. perfon who could have\purfued this flight ob- .-
fervation through all its confequences.
Having now defined, or rather defcribed,
what we mean by a good memory, we may
confider how the memory fhould be cultivated. '
In children, as well as in men, the ftrength of
that habit, or perhaps of that power of the
mind which aflociates ideas together, varies
" confiderably. It is proBable, that this differ-
ence may depend fometimes upon organization.
A child who is born with any defe in his eyes
cannot poffibly have the fame pleafure in ob-
je&ts of fight, which thofe enjoy who have ftrong
eyes: ideas affociated with thefe external ob- -
jetts are therefore not affociated with pleafure,
and, confequently, they are not recolle&gd
with any fenfations of pleafure. An ingenious
writer * fuppofes, that all the difference of ca- :
pacity amongft men ultimately depends on their
original power of feeling pleafure or pain, and
their confequent different habits of attention.
When there is any defet in a child’s organi-
zation, we mqﬂ have re_courfg to phyfics, and

. Helveﬁus, ¢ Sur I'Efprit.”
G4
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not to mctaphyiic;; but even amongft children,
who are apparently in the full pofleffion of al}
their fenfes, we fee very different ciegrees of
vivacity : tﬁqfe who have moft vivacity feldom
take delight in repeating their ideas; they are
more pleafed with navelty 'thax\l prone to habit.
Thofe on the contrary who are deficient in, vi-
vacity are much dlfpofed to the eafy indolent
pleafure of repetltlon ; 1t cofts them lefs exer-
tion to fay or do the fume thing over again, than
to attempt any thmg new ; they are uniformly
good fubjetls to hablt becaufe novelty has na
charms to feduce their attentxon A

The egducatian of the memory in thefe twa
claffes of children ought not to be the fam_e,
Thofe #who are difpofed to repetition thould not
be indulged in it, becaufe it will increafe their &
indolence ; they thould be excited by praife, by
éxam_ple, by fympathy, and by all the ﬁi’dngeft
motives tl}at we can employ. Their iniereff in
every thing around them muft by all means be '
jncreafed : when they fhow e(ager‘r-xiefs» about :.my“
thipg, no matter what if is; we may then_’cxcrs .
cife theit memory upon that fubjet with fome
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hopes of fuccefs. It is of importance that they
fhould fucceed in their firft trials, otherwife
they will be difcouraged from repeating their
attempts, and they will diftruft their own me-
m.gn_'y in future. The fear of not remembering
will occupy, a,nc.l_“ agifatc and. weaken their
minc‘ls‘; they fhould, therefore, be animated by
hdpe. If they fail, at all events, let them not.
fbé reproached ; the m'ortiﬁcéﬁon they nathrally
feel is fuﬁ{cjent: nor fhould they be left to0,
~ dwell upon their difappbintment; they thould
have a freth and eafier trial ;giv;en to them, that
- they méy recover their own {elf-complacency as
expeditioufly as poffible. It may be faid, that
there are children of fuch a fluggifh tempera- -.
ment, that they feel no pleafure in fuccefs, and .
-no mortification in perceivirig their own mental .
deficiencies. There are few children of this -
defcription, fcarcely any, pgx;lggps, whofe de-
fefts have not been increafed by education..
Exertion has been made fo painful to them, that
at‘length they have funk into apathy, or fub-
* mitted 4in defpair to the eternal punifhm;n_t_of
fhame, o
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The miftaken notion, that the memory muft
be exercifed only in books, has been often fatal
to the pupils of iiterary people. 'We remem-
ber beft thofe things which intereft us moft ;
which are ufeful to us in converfation; in
our daily bufinefs or amufement. So do chil-
dren. On thefe things we fhould exercife their
memory.  Tell a boy who has loft his top,.to
remember at fuch a particular time to put yod
in\ mind of it, and if he does, that you will
give him another ; he will probably remember
your requefts after this, better than you will -
yourfelf. - Affetionate children will eafily ex-
tend their recolleftive memories in the fervice
of their friends and companions. ¢ Putme in
“ mind to give your friend what he 'afked for,
% and I will give it to Lim if you remember it
« at the right time.” It will be beft to manage
thefe affairs fo that convenience, and not ca-
pr'_ice; fhall appear to be your motive for the
requefts. The time and place fhould be pre-
cifely fixed, and fomething fhould be chofen
which is likely to recall your fequeft at the ap- ‘
pointed time. If you fay, put me in mind of

© 2
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fuch a thing the moment the cloth is takenf
away after dinner; or as foon as candles are
brought into the roo‘m; or when I go by fuch-
a fhop in our walk this evening; here are
things mentioned which will much affift the
young remembrancer : the moment the cloth is
taken away, or the candles come, he will re-
colle&t, from aﬂbciatio\n, that fomething is to
be done, thav ke has fomething to do; and
prefently he will make out f;vh.at~ that {omething
1s, . _ '
A good memory for bufinefs depends upon
local, well arranged aflociations. ~ The man of -
bufinefs makes aihartificial memory for himfelf ’

out of the trivial occurrences of the day, and

the hours as they pafs recall their refpeétive oc- -

cupations. Children can acquire thefe habits
very early in their education ; they are eager to
give their companions an account of any thing
they have feen or heard ; their tutors thould

become their companions, and encourage them

by fympathy to addrefs thefe narrations to -
them. Children who forget their leflons in -
gheonology, and their pence tables, can relate -

.
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.

with perfet accuracy any circumftances which
have intereflted themfelves. This fhews that
there is no deficiency in their capacity. Every
one, who hagd had any experience of the plea-
fure of talking, knows how intimately it is con-
nefted with the pleafure of being liftened.teo.
The auditors, confequently, poflefs fupreme. -
power over narrative childhood, without ufing
any artifice, by fimply fhewing attention to well’
arranged, and well recollefted narratives, and
ceafing to attend when the young orator’s me-
mory and ftory become confufed, he will natu-
.rally be excited to arrange his ideas. The or-
der of time is the firft and cafieft principle of
‘affociation to help the memory. This, till
young people acquire thé ideas of caufe and ef-
fe&t, will be their favourite mode of arrangement.
Things that happen at the fame time; things
that are faid, thoughts that have occurred, at
* the fame time, will recur to the mind together.
. We may obferve, that ill educated people con-
tigue through life' to remember things by this
fingle affociation; and :confequently, there is
an heterogencous colle€tion of ‘ideas in. their
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mind, which have no rational cqrnexion with
eac}’l‘ other; crowds which have accidentally
met, and are forced to live for ever together.
A vulgar evi/dence, when he is examined
about his memory of a particular fa&, gives as
a reafon for his remembering it a relation of a

" number of other circumftances, which he tells

you happened at the fame time ; or he calls to
witnefs any animate or inanimate obje&s, which

. he happened to fee at the fame time. All thefe

things are fo joined with the principal fa in
his mind, that his remembering them diftinétly,
feems to him, and he expe&s will feem to
athers, demontftration of the truth and accuracy
of his principal affertion. When a lawyer tells
him he has nothing to do with thefe ideas, he is
immediately at a ftand in his narrative, he can
recolleét nothing; he is fure of nothing ; he has
no reafon te give for his belief, unlefs he may
fay that it was Michaelmas-day when fuch a
thing happened, that he had a goofe for dinner
that day, or that he had a new wig. Thofe

- who have more enlarged minds, feldom pr<‘J~

duce thefe firange reafons for remembering
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fa8s. - Indeed, no one can reafon clearly; whofe:
memory has thefe foolifh habits; the ill match-
ed ideas are infeparably joined, and they imas
gine there is forhe natural connexion between
them. Hence arife thofe obftinate prejudices;
which no arguments can vanquith.

To prevent children from arguing ill, we

‘muft, therefore, take cate, in exercifing their

memory, to difcourage them in this method of
proving, that they remember one thing by tell-
ing us a number of others which happened at

. the fame time; rather let them be excited to

bring their reafoning faculty into play in fup<

. port of their memofy. . Suppofe, for inftance,

that a child has miflaid his hat, and was trying "

' to recolleét where he had put it. He firft may

recolle®, from the affociation of time, that he
had the hat the laft time he went out; but
when he wants to recolleét when that time was,
he had: better go back, if he can, to his motive
for going. out: this one idea will bring a nums
ber of others in right order into his mind. He
went out, fuppofe, to fetch his kite, which he
was afraid would be wetted by a fhower of
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;1ain; then the boy recollets that his hat muft
have been wetted by the fame rain, and that
when he came in, inftead of hanging it up in

'its ufual place, it was put before the fire to be
dried. What fire is the next queftion, &c.

Such an inftance as this may appear very tri-
vial; but children whofe minds are well ma-
naged about trifles, will retain good habits
when they are to think about matters of confe-
qﬁence. By exercifing the memory in this
manner about things, inftead of about books
and leflons, we fhall not difguft and tire our
pupils, nor fhall we give the falfe notion, that
all knovlvledge is acquired by reading.

’Long before children read fluently for their -
own amufement, they like to hear others read
aloud to them, becaufe they have then the
entertainment without the labour. We.may
exercife their memory by afking for an account
of what they have heard. B}it let them never
be required to repeat in the words of the book,
or even to preferve the fame arrqrigement;
let them fpeak in words of their own, and
arrange their ideas to their own plan; this will
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exercife at once their judgment, invention, and
memory.

« Try if you can explain to me what I have
“ juft been explaining to you, a fenfible tu-
tor will frequently fay to his pupils 5 and he
will fuffer them to explain in a different man-
ner from himfelf, he will only require them
to remember what is effential to the explana-
“tion. In fuch repetitions as thefe the mind
is alive, therefore it will firengthen and im-
prove. |

Children are all, more or lefs, pleafed with
the perception of refemblances and of analogy. -
This propenfity affifts us much in the cultiva-
tion of the memory ; but it muft be managed
with difcretion, “or it will injure the other
powers of the tnderftanding. There is in fome
minds 4 futile love of tracing analogies, which
leads to fuperftition, to falfe reafoning, and
falfe tafte. The quick perception of refem-
blances is in other minds produétive of wit,
poetic genius, and fcientific inveption. ™ The
difference between thefe two claffes depends
upon this, the one has more judgment, and ~

g

~
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* more the habit of ufing it than the other. Chil-

.dren who are pleafed by trifling coincidences, |

by allufions, and fimilitudes, fhould be taught
.with great care to reafon ; when once they per-
.ceive the pleafure of demonftration, they. will
not be contented with the inaccuracy of come
mon analogies.” A tutor is often tempted to
Aeach pupils who are fond of allufions by means
of them, becaufe he finds that they remember
.well whatever fuits their tafte for refemblances.
By fbllow}«ring the real analogies between differ-
ent -arts and fciences, and making ufe of the .
knowlédgé children have on one fubjeét to il-
luftrate another, we may at once amufe' their
fancy, and cultivate their memory with advan-
‘tage. Ideas laid up in this manner ‘will recur
in the fame order, and will be ready for further
" ufe. When two ideas are remembered by their
mutual connexion, furely it is‘beft that they
fhould both of them be fubftantially ufeful ; and
not that one fhould attend merely to an{wer for
the appearance of the other. ,
As men readily remember thofe things Wthh
are.every day ufeful to them in bufinefs, what
Vor. III. H
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relates to their amufements, or to their favourite
taftes in arts, feiences, or in literature ; fo chil-
dren find no difficulty in remembering 'every
thing which mixes daily with their little plea-
fures. They value knowledge, which is #/e-
Sul and agreeable to them, as highly as we do;
but they confider only the prefent, and we take
the future into our eftimate. Children feel no
intereft in half the things that are committed,
with the moft folemn recommendations, to the
care of their memory. Itis in vain to tell them,
« You muit xjemember Juck a thing, becaufe it
« will be ufeful to you when you grow up to
“ bea man.” The child feels like a child, and

has no idea of what he may feel when he grows

up tebe a man. He tries to remember what
be is defired, perhaps, becaufe he withes to
. pleafe his wifer friends ; but if the ideas are re-
mate from his every day bufinefs,/ if nothihg
recall them but voluntary exertion, and if he
be obliged to abftra& his little foul from every
thing it holds' dear before he can recolle& his
leflons, they will have no hold upon his me-
~ mary; he will feel that recolleion is teo opes
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‘rofe, and he wxll en_]oy none of the * pleafures

« of memory.” _
To induce children to exercife their memory
we muft put them in fituations where they may

be immediately rewarded for their exertion.

We muft create an intereft in their mifds; no- -

thing uninterefting is long remembered. In a
large and literary family, it will not be difficult
to invent occupations for children, which may
exercife all their faculties. Even the converfa-
tion of fuch a family will create in their minds
. adefire for knowledge ; what they hear will

recall to their memory what they read, and if
they are encouraged to take a reafopable fhare

in converfation, they will acquire the habit of

liffening to every thing that others fay. By per-

mitting children to talk tree]y ‘of what they

read, we are more likely to improve their me-

mory for books, than by.exating from them
formal repetitions of leffons.

Dr. Johnfon, who is faid to have had an un- -
<ommenly good memary, tells us, that when .

he was a boy, he uled, after he had acquired

any freth knowledge from his books, to run |
and tell it to an old woman of whom he was

He ~

s

~ e
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very fond. This exercife was fo agreeable to
him, that it imprinted what he read upon his
memory.

La Gaucherie, one of the preceptors of Hen-
1y IV, having found that he had to do witha
young prince of an impatient mind, and aftive
genius, little fuited to fedentary ftudies, inftead
of compelling his pupil to read, taught him by
means of converfation anecdotes of heroes
and: the wife {ayings of ancient philofophers
were thus imprinted upon the mind of this
prince. It is faid, that Henry IV. a;}plied in
his fubfequent life all the knowledge he had
acquired in this manner fo happily, that learned
men were furprifed at his memory*.

By thefe obfervations we by no means would
infinuate, that application to books is unnecef-
fary. We are fenfible that accurate knowledge
upon any fubje& cannot be acquired by fuper-
ficial converfation, that it can be obtained only
by patient application. But we mean to peint
out, that an early tafte for literature Amay be

-excited in children by converfation, and that

*® See Preface to L'Efprit des Romains conﬁdér@.
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their memory fhould be firft cultivated in the
manner which will give them the leaft pain.
When' there is motive for application, and
when habits of induftry have been gradually
acquired, we n;ay fecurely truit, that our pupils
will complete their own education. Nor fhould
‘we have reafon to fear, that thofe who have a
good memory for all other things, thould not be
able ta retain all that is worth rememberingin
books. Children fhould never be praifed for
merely remembering exaétly what they read,
they fhould be praifed for felefing with good
fenfe what is worth their attenfion, and for ap.
plying what they remember to ufeful purpofes.
" We have obferved how much the habit of
inventing increafes the with for knowledge, and
increafes the intereft men take in a number of
ideas, which are indifferent to uncultivated and
indolent people. It is the fame with children.
Children who invent exercife their memory
with pleafure,- from the immediate fenfe of
utility and fuccefs. A piece of knowledge,
which they lay by in their minds with the hopes

of ‘making ufe of it in fome future invention,
‘ ~ Hs
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they have more motives for remembering, than
what they merely learn by rote, becaufe they
are commanded to do fo by the voice of autho-
rity. ‘ |

A recolleftive memory of books appears
early in children who are not overwhelmed with
them ; if the 1mprefﬁons made upon their minds
be diftin&t, they will recur with pleafure to the
memory when fimilar ideas are prefented.

July 1796. S—— heard his father read Sir
Brook Boothby’s excellent epitaph upon Alger-
non Sidney ; the following lines pleafed the boy
particularly :

¢ Approach, contemplate this immortal name,

¢¢ Swear on this fhrine to emulate his fame ;

*¢¢ To dare, like him, e’en to thy lateft breath,
¢ Gontemning chains, and poverty, and death.”” = -

S——'s father afked him why he liked thefe
lines, and whether they put him in mind of any
thing that he had heard before. S§—— faid,
« It puts me in mind of Hamilcar’s making his
¢ fon Hannibal fwear to hate the Romans, and

“love his countrymen eternally. But I like

-

L]
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& this much better. Ithink it was exceedingly
¢ foolith and wrong of Hamilcar to make his
« fon {wear always to hate the Romans.”
Latin leffons are ufually fo very difagrecable
to boys, that they feldom are pleafed with any
allufions to them; but by good management
in a tutor, even thefe leflons may bé affociated
with agreeable ideas. Boys fheuld be encou-
raged to talk and think about what théy leam
in Latin, as well as what they read in Englith ;
they fhould be allowed to judge of the charac-
ters defcribed in ancient authors, to compare
them with our prefent ideas of excellence, and
thus to make fome ufe of their learning. It
will thct‘l be not merely engraved upon their
memory in the form of leflons, it will be min-
gled with their notions of life and manners ; it
will, occur to them when they converfe, and
when they alt; they will bpoffe(s the admired
“talent for claffical allufion, as well as all the-
folid advantages of an unprejudiced judgment.
1t is not enough that gentlemen thould be maf-
ters of the learned languages, they muft know
bow to produce their knowledge without pe-~
) Hqe
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dantry or affeftation. The memory may in vain
be ftored with claffical precedents, unlefs-thefe
can be brought into ufe in fpeaking or writing
without the parade of dull citatiop, or formal
introduftion. ¢ Sir,” faid Dr. Johnfon, to fome
profing tormentor, “ I would rather a man
« would knock me down than begin to talk to
« me of the Punic wars.” A public fpeaker,

who rifes in the Houfe of Commons, with pe-
‘ dantry prepenfe to quote Latin or Greek, is
coughed or laughed down; but the beautiful
_ unpremeditated claffical allufions of Burke or
Sheridan, fometimes conveyed in a fingle word,
feize the imagination irrefiftibly. -

Since we perceive, that memory is chiefly
ufeful as.it furnifhes. materials for invention,
and that. invention can greatly abridge the
mere labour of accumulation, we muft exa-
mine how the inventive faculty can be properly
exercifed: The vague precept, of cultivating
the memory and invention of young people at
the fame time, will not inform parents how
this is to be accomplithed ; we truft therefore,
that we may be permitted, contrary tq the cuf-

-
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tom of didaétic writers, to illuftrate a general
precepf by a few éxamples; and we take thefe
examples from real life, becaufe we apprehend,
that fiftions, "however ingenious, will never
advance the fcience of education fo much as
fimple experiments.

No elaborate theory of invention fhall here -
alarm parents. It is a miftake, to {fuppofe that
the inventive faculty can be employed only on
important fubjeQs, it can be exercifed in the
moft trifling circumftances of domeftic life.
Scarcely any family can be fo unfortunately
fituated, that they may not employ the ingenu-
ity of their children without violent exertion, or
any grand apparatus. Let us only make ufe
of the circumftances which happen every hour.
Children are interefted in every thing that is -
going forward. Building, or planting, or con-
verfation, or readin.g; they attend to every
thing, and from every thing might they, witha
little affiftance, obtain inftruétion. Let their -
ufeful curiofity be encouraged ; let them make
a part of the general fociety of the family, in-
flead of being treated as if they had neither
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dantry or affeftation. The memory may 1} ’é
be ftored with claffical precedents, unle 2 f
can be brought into ufe in fpeakmglf ?‘ é“
without the parade of dull c1tatxo; ?g :;: g
introduétion. ¢ Sir,” faid Dr. Jo‘ ,’, 3~ ;«'
profing tormentor, « I wou./ ; ¥ :I .

« would knock me down t} 2; H é; g :." -

« me of the Punic wars.” 7/ & 7

who rifes in the Houfe f’ i7 ug
| ’ .cnt faid

dantry prepenfe to ¢ g:
coughed or laughe ; 7
unpremeditated ;

Sheridan, fom
{eize the i .cet of paper at once.
Since * . fzid, that he thought fuch a pen-

ufeful ald not rule well ;- and he called to S—,

, mufic books,
4 time; and it was
.Jden rake could not be

and
me * ,( he could invent any methed of doing

:c pufinefs better. S—=— took about a quar-
rer of an hour to confider; and he then de-
fcribed a little machine for ruling a fheet of
paper at a fingle ftroke, which his father exe-
cuted for him. It fucceeded well, and this

fuccefs was the beft reward he could have,
3 N

{aﬂ’“’ boy we mentioned-before) and afked
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Another day Mr. —— obferved, that the
maid, whofe bufinefs it was to empty a bucket |
of afhes into an afh hole, never could be per-
fuaded to do it, becaufe the. afhes were biown
againft her face by the wind; ‘and he deter-
mined to invent a méthod v;'hioil fhould make
it convenient to her to do as fhe was defired.
The maid ufually threw the afhes into a heap
on the fheltered fide of a wall; the thing to be
done was, to make her put the bucket through
a hole in this wall, and empty the afhes on the
other fide. This problem was given to all the
children and grown up perfons in the family.
One of the children invented the thelf, which,
they faid, fhould be like part of the vane of a
winnowing machine which they bad lately
feen; the manmer of placing this vane another
of the children fuggefted: both thefe ideas
joined together produced the contrivance which
was wanted. '

A little model was made in wood of this
bucket, which was a pretty toy. The thing
itfelf was executed, and was found ufeful.
(V. Plate 1)
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June 8th. 1796. Mr. was balanc~

ing a pair of fcales very exallly, in which he

was going to weigh fome opium ; this led to
a.converfation upon fcales and weighing. Some
one faid, that the dealers in diamonds muft
‘have very exat fcales, as the difference of a
grain makes fuch a great difference in their
wvalue. S—— was very attentive to this con-
verfation. M-—— told him, that jewellers

always, if they can, buy diamonds when the
air is light; and fell them when it is ht;avy.
S«— did not underftand the reafon of this,
4ill Kis father éxplained to him the general
principles of Hydroftatics, and fhewed him a
-few experinents with bodies of different fpe-
cific ~gravi'ty: thefe experiments were diftinétly
underftood by eévery body prefent. The bo
then obferved, that it was not fair of the jew-
ellers to buy and fell in' this manner ; they
fhould not, faid he, ufe thefe we-ights. Dia-
monds fhould be the weights.  Diamonds
thould be weighed againft diamonds.
Novembér 1795.- One day after dinner,
the candles had been left for fome time with-
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out being fnuffed ; and Mr. faid he
withed candles could be made - whxch would

not require fnufﬁng

Mirs, * %% % % % * X * thought of cutting the
wick into feveral pieces before it was put inte
" the candle, that fo, when it burned down te
,the diviﬁons, the wick might fall off. M—-
thought that the wick might be tied tight round
- “at intervals, before it was put into the candle ;
that when it burned down to the places where
it was tied, it would fnap off ; but Mr.
objeéted, that the candle would moft likely
- goout when it had burned down' te her knots.

It was then propofed, to fend a ftream of oxy-
gene through the candle inftead of a wick.
M—— afked if fomé fubftance might not be
ufed for wicks which fhould bumn into powder
and fly off or fublime. Mr. fmiled at
this, and faid, ¢ Some fubflance ; fome lkind of

“air ; fome chemical mirture ! A perfon igno-

“ rant of chemiftry always talks of, as an igno-
‘¢ rant perfon in mechanics always fays, «Oh,
¢ you can do it fomehow with a fpring.”

As the company could not immediately dif-

’
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cover any way of making candles which fhould
not require to be fouffed, they- proceeded to
invent ways of putting out a candle at a certain
time without hands. The younger part of the
company had hopes of folving this problem,
~ and every eye was attentively fixed upon the
candle. {

«« How would you put it out S— " faid
Mr. ———. /S—— faid, that if a weight, a
very little lighter than the extinguifher, were -

tied to a ftring, and if the ftring were put over
a pulley, and if tke extinguifher were tied to.
the other end of the firing, and the candle put
exaflly under the extinguither; the extin-
, guither would move very, very gently down, f
and at laft put out the candle. .
M obferved, that whilft it was
putting out the candle there would be a difa-

greeable {mell, becaufe the extinguifher would
be a confiderable time moving very, very gently
down over the candle after the candle had be-
gun to go out.

C—— (a girl of twelve years old) fpoke
next, I would tie an extinguifher to one
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«end of a thread. I would put this firing
« through a pulley faftened to the ceiling; the

« other end of this firing fhoyld be faftened to

« the middle of another thread, which fheuld
« be ftrained between two pofts fet upright on
« each fide of the candle, fo as that the latter

« {tring may ]ean. againfi the candle at'any dif-

.« tance you want below the flame. When the
« candle burns down to this. ftring, it will burn
“it in two, and the extinguither will drop
< upon the candle.” -

- This is the exa& defcription of the weaver's
alarm, mentioned in the Philofophical Tranfac-

- tions, which €—— had never feen or heard of.
$ Mr. —— now fhowed us the patent extin-

guither, which was much approved of by all

the rival inventors.

It is very ufeful to give children problems

which have already been folved, becaufe they

can immediately compare their own imperfect

ideas with fuccefsful inventions, which have
aflually been brought ito real ufe. We know

beforchand what ideas are neceffary to complete "

the invention, and whether the pupil has all
 the neceffary knowledge. Though by the cour-
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tefy of poetry, a creative power is afcribed to
inventive genius, yet we muft be ccnvinced,
that no geni;ls can -invent without materials.
. Nothing can come of. nothing. Invention is
the new combination of materials. We
muft judge in general of the eafe or diffi-
culty of any invention, either by the number
of idegs n;ceﬂ”ary to be combined, or by. the
diffimilarity or analogy of thofe ideas. In giv-
ing any problem to children, we thould not only
confider whether they know all that is neceflary
ﬁpon the fubjet, but alfo, whether that know-
ledge is fufficiently 'familiar to their minds,
" whether circumftances are likely to recall it,
and whether they have a perfeétly clear idea,of -
the thing to be done, By confidering all thefe
pafticularé, we may pretty nearly proportiom
our queftions to the capacity of the pupil; and
we may lead his mind on ftep by ftep from ob-
vious to intricate inventions.

- July 80th. 1796. L——, who was juft re-
‘turned from Edinburgh, and had taken down
in two large volumes Dr. Black’s letures, ufed
to tead to us part of them, for about a quarter
of an hour, every morning after breakfaft. He .

-~
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was frequently interrupted (which interrul')-
tions he bore with heroic patience) by Mr.

s explanations and, comments. When he
came to the expanfive power of fleam, and to
the défcript’ion of the different fteam engines
which have been invented, Mr. —— ftopped
to ak. B, C——, and S, to defcribe the ftcam
engine in their own words. They all defcribed °
it in fuch manner as to thew, that they clearly
underftood the principle of the machine. Only
the general principle had been explained to
them., L--—, after having read the defcrip-
. tion of Savary’s and Newcomen’s fteam engines,
was beginning to read the defcription of that
invented by Mr. Watt ; but Mr. — ftopped him,
that he might try whether any perfon prefent
couldinventit. Mr. E— thusftated the difficulty.
¢¢ In the old fteam engine cold water, you know,
« is thrown into the cylinder to condenfe the
¢ fteam ; but in condenﬁng the fteam the cold
« water at the fame time cools the cylinder.
« Now thé¢ cylinder muft bé heated again be-
« fore it can be filled with fteam ; for till it is
« héated it will condente the fteam. There is,
Vor. IIL I
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«« confequently, a great wafte of heat and fuel.
« How. can you condenfe. the fteam without

¢ cooling the cylinder "

S . « Lect down a cold tin tube into the

« cylinder when you want to condenfe the fteam,
« and draw it up again.as foon as the fteam is
« condenfed ; or, if you could, put a cylinder
« of ice up the great tube.”

$ome of the company afked, if an hori-
zontal plate of cold metal, made to flide up the
infide of the cylinder, would condenfe the
fieam. ‘The edges of the plate only would
touch the cylinder; the furface of the.plate
might condenfe the fteam.

 But,” faid Mr. E—, « how can you in- -

¢ troduce and withdraw it?”

C—— (a girl of 12} then faid, « I would.

“ put a cold veffel to condenfe the fteam at the
* top of the cylinder.” o -

Mr. E——. <« So as tp touch the cy]mder,
“ do you mean?” ‘ A

C———.. ¢ No, not fo as to touch the cylin-
s der, but at fome diftance from it.”

Mr. E——. ¢ Then the cold air would rufh

4
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« into the cylinder whilft the fteam was paﬂi}ig
« from the cylinder to your condenfer.”

C “ But I would cover in ¢he cold
“ veflel, and 1 would cover in the paffage to
« jt.” L ‘

Mr. E——. <« I have the pleafure of in-

« forming you, that you have reinvented part

“ of the great Mr. Watt’s improvement on the -
¢« fteam e‘ngine. " You fee how it facilitates in-
« yention, to begin by ftating the difficulty
¢ clearly to the mind. This is what every prac-
“ tical inventor does when he invents in me-
* chanics.”

To the good natured reader we need offer
‘no apology, to the ill natured we dare attémpt
none, for introducing thefe detailed views of
the firft attempts of young invention. They are
not exhibited a;s models, either to do honour to
the tutor or his pupils; but fimply to thew,
how the mind may be led from the eafieft fteps,
to what are fuppofed to be difficult in educa-
tion. By imagining ourfelves to be iri the fame
fituation with children, we may guefs what
things are difficult-to them ; and if we can re-

12
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collet the courfe of our own minds in acquiring
knowledge, or in inventing, we may by retrac-
ing the fame fteps’inftru¢t others. The order
that is frequently followed by authors, in the
divifion and fubdivifion of their elementary
© treatifes, is not always the beft for thofe who
are to learn. Such authors are ufually more
intent upon proving to the learned ‘that they
- underftand their fubje€t, than upon communi-
cating their knowledge to” the ignorant. Pa-.
rents and tutors muft, therefore, {fupply familiar
oral inftruftion, and thofe fimple, but effential -
explanatiors, which books difdain, or neglet&t
to give.. And there is this advantage in all
inftruétion given in converfation, that it can
be made interefting by a thoufand little cir-
cumftances, which are below the dignity of
didattic writers. éradually we may proceed
from fimple to more complicated contrivances.
The invention of experiments to determine a
theory, or to afcértain the truthof an affertion,
muft be particularly ufeful to the underﬁa.nd-
ing: Amy perfon, who has atténded to expe-
riments in chiemiftry and natural'_ philofophy,

{
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muft know that invention can be as fully and
elegantly difplayed upon thefe fubjeéts as upon
any in the ._ﬁné arts or literature.” There is
one great advantage in {cidatific invention, it
is not dependent upon capricious tafte, for its
reward. The beauty and elegance of a poem
mgy be difputed by a thoufand amatéurs ; there
can be but one opini\on about the truth of a
difcovery in fcience.

Independently of all ambitien, there is confi-
derable pleafure in the purfuit of experimental °
knowledge. Children, before they are yet fools
to fame, enjoy this fubftantial pleafure. Nor
are we to fuppofe that children have not capa-
cities for fuch purfuits: they are peculiarly
fuited to their capacity. ‘They love to fee ex-
periments tried and to try them. They fhew this
difpofition not ohly wherever they are encou-
raged, but wherever they are permitted to thew
it: and if we compare their method of rea-
foning with the reafonings of the learned, we
fhall fometimes be furprifed. They have no
prejudices, therefore they have the complete
ufe of all their fenfes; they have fsw ideas,

I3
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but thofe few are diftint ; they can be analyfed
and compaired with eafe ; children, therefore,
jﬁdge and invent better in proportion to their
bknowledge than moft grown up people. .
Doctor Hooke obferves, that a fenfible man,
in folving any philofophical problem, fhould
always lean to that fide which is oppofite to
his favourite tafte. A chemift is difpofed to

account for every thing by chemical means ; a

| Ageométrician is inclined to folve every problem
geometrically ; and a mechanic accounts for
all the phznomena of nature by the laws of
mechanifm, This undue bias upon the minds
of ingenious people has frequently rendered
their talents lefs ufeful to mankind. It isthe
" duty of thofe who educate ingénious children,
to guard againft this fpecies of {cientific infanityt
" There are prejudices of another defcription,
which are fatal to inventive genius ; fome of
" thefe are ufually found to attend ignorance, and
others fometimes adhere to the learned. Igno-
rant people, if they poffefs any degree of in-
vention, are fo confident in their own abilities,

that they will not /take the pains to inquire
» . 9
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what others have thought or done; they dif-

dain all g;cneral principles, and will  rather

fcramble through fome bye path of their own,

ftriking out, than condefcend to be fhewn the
beft road by the moft enlightened guide. For
this “reafon felf-taught geniufes, as they are
called, feldom go beyond a certain point in
their own education, and the praifc we beftow
upbn their ingenuity is always accompanied
with expreflions of regret: «It is a pity that
“ fuch a genius had not the advantages of a
< good education.” .

The learned on the contrary, who have been
bred up in reverence for eftat:ifhed opinions,
and who have felt in many inftances the advan-
tage of general principles, are apt to adhere too
pertinacioufly to their theories, and hence they

negle@ or defpife new obfervations. How

long did the maxim, that nature abhors a va-

cuum, content the learned ! And how many

difcoveries were retarded by this fingle falfe

principle ! For a great number of years it was

affirmed and believed, that all obje&.;; were

feen by the intervention of vifual rays, proceed-
I4 o
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ing from the eye much in the fame manner as
we feel any obje&t at a diftance from us by the
help of a ftick*. Whilt this abfurd analogy
‘fatisﬁéd the mind, no difcoveries were made in
vifion, none were attempted. A prepoflcflion
often mifleads the induftry of altive genius.
Doctor Hooke, in fpite of the ridicule which
he met with, was firm in his belief, that man-
kind would difcover fome method of failing in
the air. Balloons have juftified his predition;
but all his own induftry in trying experiments
upon flying was wafted, becaufe he perfifted in
following a falfe analogy to the wings of birds.
He ma{de wings of various forts ; ftill he took it
for granted that he mu/ learn to fly by.mecha-
nical means: had he applied to chémillry he
might have fucceeded. Jt is curious to obferve,.
how nearly he once’ touched upon the difco-
very, andyet, mifled by his pr@poﬁ'eﬁion, quit-
ted hishold.” He obferved, that the air cellst
of fithes are filled with air which bubys them up
in the water, and he fuppofes that this air is
- * Priefiley on Vifion, vol. i. page 23.
+V. Hooiie's Pofthumous Works.
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Tighter than common air.  Had he purfued thig
idea, hecmight have invented balloons: but he
returned with fatal perfeverance to his old
tHeory of wings. Trom fuch falts we may
learn the power and danger of prcjudiée in the
moft ingenious minds, and we fhall be careful
to preferve our pupils early from its blind do-
minidn_. ' |
The beft Prefervation againft Flze prefump-
tion to which ignorance is liable, and the beft
perfervative againft the felf-fufficiency to which
the lcarned are fubje@, is the habit of;varying
“our ftudies and occupa‘;ions. Thofe who have
a general view of the whole map of human
knowledge, perceive how many unexplored re-
gions are yet to be cultivated by future induftry ;
nor will they implicitly {ubmit to the reports of
ignorant voyagers. No imaginary pillars ef
Hercules will bound their enterprizes. There
“isno prefumption in believing, that much more
is poﬁible to {cience than ever human ingenuity
has executed ; therefore young people fhould
not be ridiculed for that fanguine tempef, which
excites to great inventions.. They /fhould be
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ridiculed only when they imagine, that they
'poﬂ"efs the means of doing things to which they
are unequal. The fear of this deferved ridicule
will ftimylate them to acqpire knowledge, and
will induce them to eftimate cautioufly their
own powers before they hazard their reputa-
- tion. We need not fear that this caution fhould
reprefs their ativity of mind; ambition will
fecure their perfeverance,‘if they are taught
that every acquifition is within the reach of
_ unremitting induftry. This is not an iopinion
‘to be artfully inculcated to ferve a particylar
purpofe, but it is an opinion drawn from expe-
rience ; an opinion which men of the higheft
abilities and intggrit'y; of talents and habits the
" moft diffimilar, have confirmed by their united
teftimony. Helvetius maintained, that no great
' man ever formed a great defign, which he was
- not alfo capable of executing.

“Even where perfe»;erance is exercifed, the
~choice of the fubje&s: on which the inventive
powers -are employed determines in a great
mcafillre their value : therefore, in the educa-
tion of ingenious children, we fhould gradually

-
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turn their attention from curious trifles to ime
portant obs'et?ts. Boverick*, who made chains

”

«to yoke 4 flea, ‘muft have poflefled exquifite
pafience; befides his chain of two hundred
links, with its padlock and key, all weighing
together lefs than the third part of a grain, thxs

indefatigable minute ertificer was the maker of

. a landau, which opened and fhut by {prings;

this equipage, with fix horfes ‘harnefled fo it,
a coachman fitting on the box, with a dog
between his' legs, four infide and two outfide

_paffengers, befides a poftillion riding one of the

fore horfes, was drawn with all the eafe and
fafety imaginable by a well trained flea! The
inventor and executor of this puerile machine
beftowed on -it, probably, as muc_h time as
would have {ufficed to produce Watt’s fire en-
gine, or Montgolfier’s balloon. It did not,

- perhaps, coft the marquis of Worcefter more

exertion to draw out his celebrated century of

“inventions; it did not, perhaps, coft Newton

more to write thofe queries, which Maclaurin

* Hooke's Micrographia, page 6z.
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faid he could never read without feeling his |

hair ftand an end with admiration. ,

Brebeuf, a French wit, wrote a 3.mdred and
fifty epigrams upon-a painted lady. : a brother
wit, fired with emulation, wrote upon the fame
fubjeé three hundred more, making inall four
hundred and fifty epigrams, each with appro-
priate turns of their own. Probably, Pope and
Parnell did net rack their invention fo much,
or exercife ni;re induftry in completing « The
* Rape of the Lock,” or “The Rife of Wo-

”»

« man.” Thefe will live for ever: who will
read the four hundred and fifty epigrams?

The moft effe€tual methods to difcourage in
young people the tafte for frivolous ingenuity
vwill Be, never to admire thefe ¢ laborious no-
« things,” to compare them with ufeful and
élegant inventions, and to fhow that vain curi-
ofities can be but the wonder and amufement
of a2 moment. Children' who begin with tri-
fling inventions may be led from thefe to ge-
neral principles, and with their knowledge .
their ambition will neceffarily increafe. It

cannot be expefted, that the moft enlarged -
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plan of education could early giye. an intimate
acquaintance with all the fciences ; but with
their leading principles, their general hiftory,
their prefent ftate, and their immediate defi-
derata®, young people may and ought to be
made acquainted. Their own induftry will
afterwards colleét more precife information,
and they will never wafte their time in vain
ftudies and fruitlefs inventions. Even if the
cultivationof the memory were our grand objett,
this plan of education will fucceed.——When the
Abbé de Longuerue, whofe prodigious memory
we have formerly mentioned, was afked by
by the Marquis d’Argenfon, how he managed
to arrage and retain in his Vhead every thing

that entered it, and to tecolleét every thlng -

when wanted the Abbe anfwered,

« Sir, the elements of every fcience muft

“ be learned whilft we are very young; the

« firft principles of every language, the abc,
« as I may fay, of every kind of knowledge:
« this is not difficult in youth, efpecially as

* Prieflley has ably given the defiderata of ele&ricity,
vifion, &c, .
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« jt is not neceffary to penetrate far; fimple
« notions are fufficient ; when once thefe are
« acquired,. every thing we read afterwards

* finds its proper place.”




CHAPTER XXII.

-~

TASTE AND IMAGINATION.

~

‘ FIGURATIVE language feems to have
confounded the ideds of moft writers upon .
metaphyfics. Imagination, Memory, and Rea-
fon, have been long introduced to our acquaint-
ance as allegorical pérfonages, and we have
infenfibly learned to confider them as real be-
ings. The <« viewlefs regions” . of the foul
have been portioned out amongft thefe ideal
fovereigns, but difputes have, neverthelefs,
fometimes arifen concerning the boundaries of -
intellettual proviﬁces. Amongft the difputed
territories, thofe of Imagination have been moft

fréqucnﬂy the feat of war; her empire has
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been fubjeét to continual revolution, her domi-"
nions have been by potent invaders divided

and fubdivided. TFancy*, Memoryt, Ideal

prefencef, and Conception §, have fhared .her\
{poils.

By pocts imagination has been addreffed as
the great pafcnt of genius, as the arbiter, if
not thcj. creator, of our pleafures; By philofo-
phers her name has’been fometimes pronounc-
ed with horror ; to her fatal delufions they.have
afcribed all the crimes and miferies of man-
kind. Yet, even philofophers have not always
agreed in their opinions: whilft fome have
treatcd Imagination with contempt, as the ir--
reconcilable enemy of Reafon, by others| the
has been confidered, with more refpe&, as
" Reafon’s infeparable friend, as the friend who
colleéts and prepares all the arguments upon
which Reafon decides, as the ix'ljured,.mifrc-
prefented power, who is often forced to fupply

* Warton’s ode to Fancy.  { Gerard. } Lord Kames.
' § Profeflor Stewart.

i V. Ah excellent effay ‘of Mr. Barnes's on Imagination.
Manchefler Society, Vol. i.

|l
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het adverfaries with eloquence, who is. often
called upon to prefide at het own tnal and to
p‘ronounce her own condemnatiqn

Iniagfnatmn is « the power,” wre dte -told,
of - “:forming imagés 3 the word image,; how-=

ever; does fiot,” fri€tly fpeuking, éxprefs “ahy
 thitig' more than a‘re'préférita'tion of arl object
éf fight ; but the power of i 1mag1nat10n extends'
to obje&ts of all the ‘fenfes s !

" : ..“ I hearavonce you cannot hear, a
'+ % Whichfays I muft not flay.
.. % I fee a hand you cannot fee,
«_ . % Which beckons me away.”
Imagination ‘hears-the voice, as well as feas -
the hand; by an eafy licence of - metaphor,
what was originally ufed to exprefsthe operation
of .one of our fenfes, is extended to them all.
'We do not precifely fay, that imagination forms
#mages of paft founds, or taftes, or fmells; but
we- fay, that fhe: forms ideas- of them; and:
ideas, we are told, are mental images, -Ithas
been fuggefted by Dr. Darwin, that all ‘thefe
arialogies between images and thoughts have-
ptobdbly. originated in our: obferving - the
Vor. III. K \
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little pi€tures painted on the retina of the
eye. L :

It is difficuly certainly, if not impofible, ta
{peak of the myifible opgratiops; of the mind
or. body, without exprefling ourfelves in meta;
phor of fome kind or other; and we arg eafily,
‘milled, by allufians to fenfible objeés, becaufp
when we comprehend the allufion, we fatter
ourfelves that we underftand the theory. which
it is defigned to illuftrate. Whether we call
ideas images in popular language, or.vibrations,
according to Dr. Heartley’s. fyftem, or modes

- of fenfation with Condillac, or motions of the

fenforium, in the language of Drx. Darwin, -
may feem- a matter of indiffergnce. Bugeven
the. choice. of names.is not, a matter. of, indify
ference to thofe. who. wifh to argue. acangtglly;;,.
. when. they are_obliged tg defcribe their fegl,
ings ar thoughts by metaphoric expreflions,
they will. prefes the fimpleft ; thofe with -whigh,
the feweft extranzous - affpciations. age.connells - |
ed. ‘Warda.which call yp.a,variety.of heteror,
geneous. ideas. to our. minds, are. unfit for the
Burpofes. of :faber seafaning; qpy attentianis,
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diftfafted by tlicm and we cannot reftrain it
to.the accurate comparifon of fimple propor=
tions, We yield to pleafing reverie, inftead of
exerting painful voluntary attention, Hence it
is probably ufeful in our attempts to reafon,
efpecially uponmetaphyfical fubjeéls, tochange’
from titne to time our nomenclature, and to’
fabftitute terms which have no relation to our”
dld" affociations, and which do not affe& the
prejudices of olr education. We are obliged
to’ defiie with fome' degree of acturacy the’

fenfe of new terms, and we are thus led tor
cowpare our did notions with more feverity.
Oue: fuperflitibus' reverence for mere fymbols
is alfo: diffipated s fymbols are apt té impofe:
even-upon thofe who: btknowledge theit vanityy
anth: who- profefs ‘to- confider’ thém: merely. as
abje&s of vulgar worthip. - &
 When'we call  clafs of our ideas,. magm
and piGtures, a tribe of- affeciations with pait.:
ing:comes into: owt mind, arid we argue. abouts
Ifnagination a9 if: fha'were> aludlly a painttrefs;
who: has. colours at ligf command, aid who,!
upbn fome invifible vanvafs in the foul, pour
‘K2
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trays the. likenefs of -all earthly and’celefiial:
objeéts. When we cobtinue to purfue the faimes
Amcta.ph‘or: in'fpeaking of the: moral infléence of
Imaginafion, wie fay that her colouring dectives,
ys, . that her: pictures ate :flattering - and falfe,;
that flie-draws objeéts out of proportion, &a.,
To what do all thefe metaphdrs lead 2. We:
make no riew difcoveries byitalking in this many
ner; we do nat learn the pawfe.qr the cure of:
any of the difeafes-of the mind, We only .pers
fuade ourfelves that we know fomethlng,,whem
we ar€ really ignoraat, I R NI
. We-have fedaloufly- avoided. -entering:: inte:
any. métaphyfical difquifitions ;: bivit -:we thawéd
examined; with -care ‘the : fyftems. oft thearetic’
writers, that;we.:may be ableite-avail ourfelves,
of fuch of their obfervations as can be. réduded:
to prattice in education. .. With -réfpet to the.
Jarts, imagindtion. may beé:¢onfidered prattically
in two points of view, as,it relates toour tafte,
and as it relates to our-talents for the: arts;’

Without being. a poet, or ‘ani omatof, a man’ -

may have a fufficient degree -of imagination to-
receive pleafure from the talents of othess ; he-
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may be a critical judge of the réfpeéhve merits
‘of orators, poets, and artifts. This fenﬁbxhty
to the pleafures of the irﬁaginatlon, When judi-
cioufly managed adds much to the happinefs
of life; and it muﬁ be pecuharly advantageous
‘to thofe who are prec]uded by thexr ﬁdtlon in
‘foc1ety from the neceffity of manual labour.

Mental exercnfe, ‘and mental amufcments, are

effential to all perfons in ‘the ‘higher ranks of /

life, who would efcape from the fever of diffi-
pation, or from the lethargy of ennui. The
mere phyfical advantages which wealth can

procure are reducible to the fhort fum of « meat,

« fire, and clothes.” A: nobleman of the higheft

birth, and with the longeft line of anceftry,
inherits no intuitive tafte, nor can he purchafe it
from the artift, the painter, or the poet; ti)e
poffeffion of the whole Pinelli library could not
infufe the flighteft portion of fiterature. Educa-
tion can alone give the full power to enjoy the
real advantages of fortune. To educate the
tafte and the i_maginétion, it is not neceﬂ‘afy to
furround the heir of an opulent family with
mafters and connoiffeurs. Let him never hearf

K3
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the jargon of amateurs, let him learn the agt
¢ not toadmire.” But in his earlieft childhood
cultivate his fenfes with care, that he ni,ay be
able to fee and hear, to fegl and underftand,
for himfelf. . Vifible images he will rapidly
collet in his memory ; but thefe muft be fe-
lc&ed and his firft aflocjations muft not be
truﬁed to accident. Encourage him to obferve
wltb attention -all the works of nature, but
;hew.' him only -the beft imitations of art; the
firft objefts that he contemplates with delight
will remain long affociated with pleafure in his
imagination ; you muft, therefore, be careful,
that thefe early aflociations accord with the
decifions of thofe who have determined the
. pational ftandard of tafte. In many inftances
tafte is governed by arbitrary and variable laws;
the fathions of drefs, of decoration, of manner,
change from day ta day ; therefore no exclufive
prejudices fhould canfine your pupil’s unders
ﬁanding- Let him know, as far as we know
them, the general principles - which govern
' mankind-in their admiration of the fublime and

.....
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enlarged toleration of mind, which compre-
hends the poffibility of a tafte different from our
own. Shew him, and you need not go farther
than the Indian fkreen, or the Chinefe paper
in your drawing-room, for the illuftration, that
 the fublime and beautiful vary at Pekin, at
London, on Weftminfter bridge, and on the
banks of the Ganges. Let your young pupil
look over a colletion of gems or of ancient
. medals ; it is heceffary that his eye fhould be
early accuftomed to Grecian beauty, and to all
the claffic forms of grace. But do nat fuffer
him to become a bigot, though he may be an

enthufiaft in his admiration of the antique.’

Short leflons upon this fubje& may be convey-
edin a few words. If a child fees you look at
the bottom of a print for the name of the artift,
before you will venture to pronounce upon its
merits, he will follow your example, and he
will judge by the authority of others, and mot
by his own tafte, If he hears you afk, who
wrote this poem? Who built this palace? Is
this a genuine antique? he will afk the fame
gueftions before he ventures to be pléafed. If
K4
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he hears you pronounce with emphafis, that
fuch a thing comes from Italy, and therefore
muft be in good tafte, he will take the fame
compendious method of decifion upon the firft

convenient occafion. He will not trouble him-

felf to examine why utility pleafes, nor will he

analyfe his tafte, to difcover why one propor-
tion or one defign pleafes him better than ano-
ther ; he will, if by example you teach him
prejudice, content himfelf with repeating the
words, proportion, ahtique, pi&turefque, &c.
without annexing ‘any. precife ideas to thefe
words. '

Parents, who have not turned their attention

to metaphyfics, may, perhaps, apprehend, that

they have forhething very abftrufe or intricate

to learr, before they can inftruét their pupils
in the principles of tafte: but thefe principles
are fimple, and two or three entertaining beoks,
of no very alarming fize, comprife all that has
yet been afcertained upon this fubjet. Vernet's
Théorie' des Sentimens Agréables; Hogarth’s
Analyfis of Beauty ; ‘an Effay of Hume’s on

the Standard of Tafte; Burke’s Sublime and -

4
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Beautiful ; Lord Kaimes’s Elemenfs of Criticilmj -
Sir Jofhua Reynolds’s Difcourfes ; ‘and Alifon
on Tafte ; contain fo much inftrution, mixed
with fo'much amufement, that we cannot think
that it will be-a Zerrible tq/k to any parent to
perufe them.

. Thefe books are above the' comprehenﬁon of
_shildren ; but the principles which they con-
tain can be early illuftrated in converfation. - It
will be eafy in familiar inftances to fhew chil-
dren that the fitnefs, propriety, or utility, of
certain forms recommends them to our appro- -
bation: that uniformity, an appearance of
order and regularity, are, in fome cafes, agree-
able to us ; contraft, in others: that one clafs
of objedts pleafes us from habit, another from
novelty ; &c. The general principle that go- \
verns tafte, in the greateft variety of inftances,
is the affociation of ideas, and this fortunately
can be moft eafily illuftrated.
.« Ilike fuch a perfon becaufe her voice puts
“me in.mind of my mother’s. I like this
 walk, becaufe I was very happy thelaft fim'e :
%I was here with my fifter. I think green is
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# the prettieft of all colours ; my fither’s rooth
¢ is painted green, and itis very cheerful, and
« Ihave been very happy in that room: and,
© ¢ befides, the grafs is green in fpring.” Such
ﬁmi)le obfervations as thefe come naturally .
from children ; they take notice of the ihflience
of affociation upon their tafte, though, perhaps,
they may not extend their obfervations fo as to
deduce the general principle according to phi-
lofophical forms. 'We fhould not lay down for
them this or any other principle of tafte, as a
rule which they are to take for granted ; but we
" fhould lead them to clafs their own defultory
remarks, and we fhould excite them to attend
to their own feelings, and to afcertain the truth
by experiments upon themfelves. We have
often obferved, that children have been much
entertained with comparing the accidental cire
cumftances they have met with, and the un+
premeditated expreﬂidns ufed in converfation,
with any geteral maxim, In this point of .
' view, we may.render even general mhxims fer-
viceable to children, becaufe they will excite
to experifnent : our pupils will dete& their
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falfehood, or, after fufficient refle@tion, acknow-
ledge their truth.

Perhaps it may be thought, that this mode
of inftruétion will tend rather to improve the
judgment than the tafte ; but every perfon of
good tafte muft have alfo a good judgment in
matters of tafte ; fometimes the judgménf may
have been partially exercifed upon a particulai
clafs of obje@s, and its accuracy of difcrimina-
tion may be confined to this one fubjeét ; there-
fore we haftily decide, that, becaufe men of
tafte may not always be men of univerfally good
judgment, thefe two powers of the mind are
unneceflary to one another. By teaching the
philofophy at the fame time that we cultivate
the pleafures of tafte, we fhall open to our.pu-
pils a new world, we fhall give them a new
fenfe. The pleafure of every effe€t will be

_ increafed by the perception of its caufe : the

magic of the fcenery will not lofe its power to
charm, though we are av'vare of the fecret of
the enchantment,

We have hitherto fpoken of the tafte for what

| is beaut;f_ul, a tafte for the fublime we fhould

)
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be cautious in cultivating. Obfcurity and tet-
ror are two of the grand fources of the fublime;
.analyfe the feeling, examine accurately the ob-
je&t which creates the emotion, and you diffipate
‘the illufion, you annihilate the pleafure.

-

¢ What feemed its head the likenefs of a kingly
crown had on.” :
The indiftin&nefs of the head and of the
kingly crown makes this a fublime image.
Upon the fame principle,

¢ Danger, whofe limbs, of giant mould,
¢ No mortal eye can fix’d behold,”

always muft appear fublime as long as .the paf-
fion of fear operates. Would it not, how_ever,‘
be imprudent in education to permit that early
propenfity to fuperftitious terrors, and that tem-
porary fufpenfion of the reafoning faculties,
which are often. effential to our tafte for the
fublime? When we hear of « Margaret’s grimly
s ghoft,” or of the « dead ftill hour of night,’;
a fort of awful trembling feizes us, partly from
.- the effe& of early affociations, and partly from
" the folemn tone of the reader. The early affas
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ciations which we perhaps: hiave formed.of ter-
ror, with the ideas of apparitions, and  winding -

- fheets, ‘and fable throwds, .fhould.be unknown -
to children. The filent folemn hour of midnight*
fhould not to.them be an hourofterror. Inthe:
followitig ~poetjc .defeription. .of the beldame:
télling. dreadful ftories - to herinfant audience,:
we hear only of the pleafures of the imagina-
tion, - we do.not recolle€t how dearly thefe plea~’
fures muft be purchafed by their votaries :
oew e w oxow *.‘vﬁnally b'y‘night .

¢ The village matron, round the blazing hearth,

« Sufpends the infant audience with her tales, -

¢ Breathing aftonithment ! of witching rhymes,
~ % And evil'fpirits; of the deathbed call -

£¢Qf him who robbed the widow; and devoured

¢ The orphan’s portion ; of the unquiet fouls

 Ris’n from the grave to eafe the heavy guilt

¢ Of dékds in life concealed ;- of fhapes that walk

¢ Atdead of night, and clank their chains, and wave

¢ The torch of hell around the murd’rer’s bed.
e At every folemn paufe the crowd recoil,

“ Gazing each other fpeechlefs, and congeal’d’

# With fhiv’ring fighs; till, eager for th” event, -

. ¢ Aroupd the'beldame all ereét they hang, * :
£Each trembhng heart with grateful terrors quell’d* ’r

‘ L I{A.kenﬁdc,

-
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No prudent mother will ever imtate this elgs
quent village: maatroh, nor will fhe.permit any -
beldame in the nurfery ta conjure up thefs:
- fublime fhapes; dand to quell the hearts of hey.
 children with thefe grateful tetrors. We werat
once prefent when:a, group of fpeechlefs chils:
dren fat liftening- to the fiory: of Blue-beard,
« hreathing aftonifhment.” - A gentleman who
faw the charm. beginning’ to optvate;. refolved:
to counterakits-dangeraus. influence.  Juft. at!
the critical moment; when the fatal key drops
from the trembling hands of the: imprudent wife,
the gentleman iniérruptgd' the awful paufe of
filence that enfued, and. requefted permiffion
to relate the ‘remainder of the:: frory. Tta'.gi~
comedy does not  offend ‘the  taffe’ of! young,
fo much as of old crltxcs, the tranﬁtxon fram
@ave to -gay was happily managed... Blues
beard’s wife afforded much diverfior, and'loft
all fympathy, the.moment fhe was: reprefented
dsa dhrious, tattling, tl'mid; ridiculous womam
The terrdrs of. Blite-beard' hlmfc‘lf fubfided
when he ‘was properly mtroduced to the com-
pany; and the denetsememtof the picce was

2
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managed much to the entertainment of the
audience ;. the cataftzophe, infiead of freezing

their young bload,. produced general laughter..

Ludicrous images, thus prefented to. the mind
which has been prepared for horror, have amw
inflantaneous effeft upon ‘the rifible mufcles=
it feems better to ufe thefe means of counteraét-
ing the terrors. of; the. imagination, than to reas
fon upon. the fubjeét whilft the fit is. on.; reafom
fhguld be ufed: between. the fits®.  Thole who:
fudy the migds. of children. know the njce
toyches which affe& their- imagination,. andi
they can by a few words change thejr feelmgs
by, the, power-of aflociation, - .

 Fesdinand Duke of Tufcm)wes once ﬁmnla
with the piSkure of a child.crying.:. the paintery::
who was at work: uppn: the. head,, withed.
giyethe duke.a;preof of his &kill; ‘by a few ju~
dicipus firokes he. converted .the.crying intq &,
laughing face The duke, when hé-looked aty

* Know there are words and fpel]s whxch can con-
tl'ol , P : - ‘s
L. Betwqen ;be,ﬁi;s, the feve.r of.the foul,” PO?BM

- e Haan tl’eterofCol‘tdl& .
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the child again, was in aftonithinent: the
painter,.to fhow himfelf mafter of the human
countenance, reftored his firft touches; and
the duke, in a few moments, fawv the child
weeping .again. * A’ precéptor may -acquire

- fimilar power over the countenance: of his pu-

pil if he has ftudied the oratorical art: by the
art of oratory, we do not mean the'at of mifre-
prefentation; ‘the art of deception, we. ean the
art of fhewing ‘the truth’ in-the- firongeft light,
of exciting - vittaous enthufiafim’ and generous
indignation. ‘'Warm, glowing-eloguence is not
inconfiffent. With-accuracy of -reafoning and’
judgment. When we have exprefled our ad~ .
miration or ablorrence of ‘any aclion or cha-
riter, we fhould afterwards be ready coolly
to explair to our pupils-the juftice of our fenti-
ments: by this due mixture and alternation of -
cloqhe.nbeiari‘d‘ réafoning, we may cultivate ‘@’
tafte for the moral fublime, and yet preferve the
charater from any tinéture of extravagant en-
thufiafm. We cannot cxbe&, that the ‘.torrent
of-paffion fhould never fweep away the lanid- .
marks of exaét morality ; but after its over-




TASTE IA'ND IMAGINATION. 145
ﬁov‘ving impetuofity abates, we fhould take a
€alm furvey of its eﬂ’e&s, and we fhould be
able to afcertain the boundaries of right and
wtong with geometrical precifion:

There is a ftyle of bombaft morality affeSted
by fome authors, which muft be hurtful to
young redders; génetofity and honour, courage
and fentiment, are the ftriking qualities which
feize and enchant the imagination in romance :
thefe qualities muft be joined with juftice, ptu~
dence, economy, patiencé, and many humble
virtues, to make a charater really eftimable ;
but thefe would {poil the effett perhaps of dra-
mitic exhibition. :

Childrenn may with much greater fafety fee
hideous thari gigantic reprefentations of the-paf-
fions. Richard the third excites abhorrence; but
young Charles De Moor, in ¢ The Robbers,”
comimands our fympathy; even the .enormity
of his guilt exempts him from all ordinary
modes of trial; we forget the murdeter, and fe¢
fomething like a hero. It is curious to obferve,
that the legiflature in Germany; and in Eng< ' '
land, have found it neceflary to interfere as to

Vou IIL. . L
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the reprefentation of Captain Mac Heath and
the Robbers* ; two charafters in which the
tragic and the comic mufe have had powerfuk
effeéts in exciting imitation. George Barnwelk

—w

is a hideous reprefentation of the paffions, and -

therefore beneficial.

There are many {ublime obje&ts which do
not depend upon terror, or at leaft upon falfe
affociations of terror, for their effet ; and there
are many fublime thoughts, which have no
connetion with violent paffions or falfe ideas
of morality. Thefe are what we fhould feleét,
i poflible, to raife, without inflating the ima-
gination. The view of the ocean, of the fet-
ting or the rifing fun, the great and bc‘)ld {cenes
of nature, affe&t the mind with {fublime pléa-
fure. All the objedts which fuggeft ideas of
vaft {pace, or power, of the infinite duration of
time, of the decay of the monuments of ancient
grandeur, or of the mafter-picces of human art
and induftry, have power to rife fublime fen-
fations : but we fhould confider, that they raife
this pleafure only by fuggefting certain ideas

* V. Preface to The Robbers.
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thofe, who have not the previous ideas, will
not feel the pleafure. We fhould not there-
fore expe&, that children fhould admire objeéts
which do not excite any ideas in their minds 5
we fhould wait till they have acquired the ne-
ceflary knowledge, and we fhould not injudi-
cioufly familiarife them with thefe objets.

Simplicity is a fource of the fublime peculi-

“arly fuited to children; accuracy of obferva-
tion and diftinétnefs of perception are effential
to this {pecies of the fublime. In Percy’s cal-
leétion of ancient ballads, and in the modern
poems of the Ayrefhire ploughman, we'may
fee many inflances of the effeét of fimplicity.

"'To preferve our pupil’s tafte from a falfe love
of ornament, he muft avoid, both in books or
in converfation, all verbofe and turgid defcrip-
tions, the nfe of words and epithets which only
fill up the meafure of a line.

When a child fees any new obje&, or feels
any new fenfation, we fhould affit him with
appropriate words to exprefs his thoughts and ~
feelings ; when the impreffion is frefh in his
mind, the affociation with the precife defcrip-

~ Le
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tive epithets can be made with moft certainty.
As foon as a child has acquired a fufficient
flock of words and’ ideas, he fhould be from
time to time exercifed in defcription ; we fhould
ericourage him to give an exa& account of his
own feelings in his own words. " Thofe parents
who have been ufed to elegant, will not per-
_haps be fatisfied with the plain defcriptions of
unpra(tifed pupils; but they fhould not be faf-
tidious, they fhould rather be content with an
epithet too little, than with an epithet too
much, and they fhould compare the child’s de-
fcription with the” objefts altually defcribed,
and not with the poems of Thompfon or Gray,
or Milton or Shakfpeare. If we excite our
pupils to copy from the writings of others, they
never can have any originality of thought. To
fhew parents what* fort of fimple defcriptions
they may reafonably expeét from children, we
venture to produce the following extempore
defcriptions of a fummer’s evening, given by
three children of different ages. . - ’
July 12th, 1796.. Mr. was walking
out with his family, and he afked his children
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#o defcribe the evening juft as it appeared to
them. ¢ Theré were three bards'in Offian’s
« poems,” faid he, “who were fent out tq fee
« what fort of a night it was; they all gave
« different defcriptions upon their return ; you
¢ have never any of you read Offian, but you
¢ can give us fome defcription of this evening ;
“try.”

B—— (a girl of 14). * The clouds in the
 weft are bright with the light of the fun
“ which has juft fet; a thick mift is feen in
¢ the eaft, and the fmoke which had been
« heaped up in the day time is now {pread, and
“ mixes with the mift all round us; the noifes
« are heard more plainly (theugh there are but
¢ few) than in the day-time; and thofe which
“ are at a diftance found almoft as near as thofe
¢ which are clofe to us; there is a red mift
«ronnd the moon.”

C—— (a girl of eleven years old). ¢ The
« weftern clouds are pink with the light of the '
¢ fun which has juft fet. The moon fhines red-
¢ through the mift. The fmoke and mift makes
¢ it look dark at a diftance, but the few objetls

Ls '
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« near us appear plainer. If it was not for the
< light of the moon they would not be feen, but
« the moon is exceedingly bright, it fhines upon
« the houfe and the windows. Every thing
« founds bufy ata diftance, but what is near
s us is fill.” -

S—-—(a boy between nine and ten years old),
¢ The fun has fet behind the hill, and the wef-
« tern clouds are tinged with light. The mift
% mixes with the fmoke, Which rifes from the
% heaps of weeds which fome poor man is
¢ burning to earn bread for his family. The
¢ moon thrbugh the mift peeps her head, and
¢ fometimes the goes back, retires intoher bower
« of clouds. The few noifes that are heard are
# heard very plain—very plainly.”

‘We fhould obferve, that the children who
- attempted thefe little defcriptions had not been
:habituatc& to the poetic trade ; thefe were the
only deferiptions of an evening which they ever
made. It would be hurtful to cxetcife chil-
dren frequently in defiriptive compofition ; it
would give them the habit of exaét obfervation,

itis true, but fomething more is neceffary ta
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the higher fpecies of poetry. Words muft be
AeleQed which do not only reprefent, but which
fuggeft ideas. Minute accuracy is effential to
fome forts of defcription ; but ina higher ftyle
of poetry, only the large features charaéteriftic
- of the fcene muft be produced, and all that is
fubordinate muft be fupprefled. Sir Jothua
Reynolds juftly obferves, that painters who aim
merely at deception of the eye by exaét imita-
tion, are not likely, even'in their moft fuccefsful
imitations, to roufe the imagination. The man
who mifteok the painted fly for a real fly, only
‘brufhed, or attempted to brufh it away; the
exadt reprefentation of fuch a common objeét
«could not raife any fublime ideas in his mind,
and when he perceived the deception, the won-
der which he felt at the painter’s art was a
fenfation different from poetic enthufiafm.

As foon as-young people have colletted 2
variety of ideas, we can proceed a ftep in the
education of their fancy. We fhould fometimes
in converfation, fomctimes in writing or in
drawing, fhow ‘them how a few ftrokes, or a
few werds can fuggeft or combine various ideas.

L¢

-
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" A fingle expreffion from Cafar charmed a mu, |
tinous army to inftant fubmiffion. Unlefs the
words « Roman Citizens!” had fuggefted more
than meets the ear, how could they have pro-
duced this wonderful effe€t? The works of
Voltaire and Sterne abound - with examples of
~ the fkilful ufe of the language of fuggeftion;
on this the wit of Voltaire, and the humour and
pathos of Sterne, fecurely depend for theit fuc-
;:cfs. Thus, corporal Trim’s eloquence on the
death of his young mafter owed its effet upon
the whole kitchen, including  the fat feullion,
« who was fcouring a. fifh-kettle upon her
«knees,” to the well-timed ufe of the mixed
language of aétion and fuggeftion.
.« Are we not here now?’ continued the
¢ corporal (ftriking the end of his ftick perpendi-
« cularly upon the floor, fo as to give an idea
¢ of health and ftability), <and are we not’
« (dropl;;ing“ his hat upon the ground) ¢ gone in
¢ a moment ?”? ' | » :
< Are we not here'now? and gone in a mo-
‘<« ment ! continues Sterne, who, in this in-

ftance, reveals the fecret of his own art. «There
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¢ was nothing in- the fentence ; it was one of
£ your . felf-evident truths» we have the advan-
« tage of hearing every day; and if Trim had
s¢ not trufted more to his hat than his head, he
¢ had made nothing at all of it.”

When we point out to our pupils fuch exam-
ples in Sterne, we hope it will not be ynder-
ftood, that we point them 6ut to induce fervile
imitation. 'We apprehend, that the imitators
of Sterne .havé failed, from not having difco-
dafhes
of this author, are not in themfelves beauties,
but that 1he}; affett us by fuggefting ideas. To
prevent any young writers from the intemperate
or abfurd ufe of interjettions, we fhould fhew

them Mr. Horne Tooke’s acute remarks upon

- vered that the interjeftions and

this mode of embellithment. We do not, how-
ever, entirely agree with this author in his ab-
horrence of interjeftions. We do not. believe
that “ where fpeech can be employed they are
“totally ufelefs; and are always infufficient
«for the purpofe of communicating our
§¢ thoughts *.”  Even if we clafs them, as Mr.

* V. Epea Pteroenta, p. 88.
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Tooke himfelf does*, amongft “ involuntary
< convulfions with oral found,” fuch as groan-
ing, fhrieking, &c. yet they may fuggeft ideas,’
as well as exprefs animal feelings. Sighing,
according to Mr. Tooke, is in the clafs of inter-
je&ions, yet the poet acknowledges the fupe-

rior eloquence of fighs:

¢¢ Perfuafive words, and more perfuajve fighs.”

« Iwifh,” faid Uncle Toby, with a deep figh
{after hearing the ftory of Le Fevre), I with,
«’Trim, I was aflecp.” The figh here adds great
force to the with; and it does not mark that
Uncle Toby, from vehemence of paffion, had
returned to the brutal ftate of a favage who has
not learnt the ufe of fpeech: but, on the con-
trary, it fuggefts to the rcader, that Uncle Toby
was a man of civilized’ humanity ; not one
whofe compaffion was to be excited merely as
an animal feeling by the a&ual figlt of a fellow-
creature in pain, but rather by the delcription
of the fufferer’s fituation.

In painting, as well as in writing, the lan-

* Chapter on Grammar. .
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guage of fuggeition affe€ts the mind, and if any
of our pupils fhould with to excel in this art,
they muft early attend to this principle. The
pitture of Agamemnon hiding his face at the
{acrifice of his daughter exprefles little to the
eye, but much to the iinaginatfon. The ufual
figns of grief and joy make but flight impref-
fion ; to laugh and to weep are fuch commot,
exprefﬁohs of delight or anguifh, that they can-
not be miftaken, even by the illiterate ; but
the imagination muft be cultivated to cnlar;ge
the fpherc of fympathy, and to render a more
refined language intelligible. It is faid that a
Milanefe artift painted two peafants, and two
country-girlé, who laughed fo heartily, that no
one could -look at them without laughing*.
-Thisis an inftance of fympathy unconnetted
with imagination. The‘following in an inftance
of fympathy excited by imagination. When
Porcia was to part from Brutus, jult before the
bi’eaking out of the civil war, * {he endea-
“ voured,” fays Plutarch, « aswell as i)oﬁib]e,

¢ to conceal the forrow that oppreficd her ; but,

* V. Camper’s Works, p. 125.



15600 CPRACTICAL EDUCATION.

s¢ notwithftanding her magnanimity, a piture
* betrayed her diitrefs. The fubjett was the
s¢ parting of Hettor and Andromache. He was
« reprefented delivering his fon Aftyanax into
« her,arms, and the eyes of Andromache were
# fixed upon him. The refemblance that this
¢ pi€ture bore to her own diftrefs made Porcia
’:"bu_rﬁ into tears the moment fhe beheld it”
“If Porcia had never read Homer, Andromache
would not have had this power over her ima-
- gination and her fympathy.

. The imagination not only heightens the
power of {ympathy with the emotions of all
the paffions which a painter would excite, but
it is likewife eflential to oyr tafte for another
clafs of pleafures. Attifts, who like Hogarth
would pleafe by humour, wit, and ndxcule,
muft depend upon the imagination of the {pec-
tators to {upply all the intermediate ideas which
they would fuggeft. The cobweb over the poor
box, one of the happieft ﬁrokes' of fatire that
Hogarth ever invented, would probably fay
nothing to the inattentive eye, or the dull ima-

gination. A young perfon muft acquire the

’
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* Janguage before he can underftand the ideas of .
fuperior minds. '

The tafte for poetry muft be prepared by the
culture of the imagination. The united powers
of mufic and poetry could not have triumphed
over Alexander, unlefs his imagination had
affifted ¢ the mighty mafter.”

¢ With downcaft looks the joylefs vi&or fat,
¢¢ Revolving in his altered foul

¢¢ The various turns of chance below ;

¢¢ And now and then a figh he ftole,

¢¢ And tears began to flow.”

The figh and the tears were the confequences
of Alexander’s own thoughts, which were only
recalled by kindred founds. We are well
awaré;, that favage nations, or thofe that are
imperfeétly civilized, are fubjeé& to enthufia{m ;
but we are inclined to think that the barbarous .
clamour, with which they proclaim their de-
light in mufic and poetry, may deceive us as to
the degree in which it is felt : the fenfations
of cultivated minds may be more exquifite,
though they are felt in filence. It has been

fuppofed, that ignorance is extremely fufcep-

(¢4
-
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tible of the pleafures of wonder; but wonder
.and admiration are different. feelings : the ad-
miration which a cultivated mind feels for ex-
cellence, of which it can fully judge, is furely a
higher fpecies of pleafure, than the brute won-
der expreffed by “ a foolifh face of praife.” Ma-
dame Roland tells us, that once, at a fermon
preached by a celebrated I'renchman, fhe was
ftruck with the earneft attention péinted in the
countenance of a young woman who waslook-
ing up at the preacher. At length the fair en-
thufiaft exclaimed, “ My God, how he per-
« {pires |” A different fort of admiration was felt
by Caefar, when the fcroll dfopped from his hand
whilft he liftened to an oration of Cicero’s.
"There are an infinite variety of affociations,
‘ by which the orator has power to roufe the,
imagination of a perfon of cultivated under-
ftanding ; there are comparatively few, by
which he can amufe the fancy of illiterate audi-
tors. It is not that they have lefs imagination
than others, they have equally the power of
miﬁng vivid images, but there are few images
which can be recalled to them ; the combina-
3 .
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tions of their ideas are confined to a fmall num-
ber, and words have na peetic or literary affo-
ciations in their minds :. even amongft children
this difference between the power we have.
 over the cultivated and uncultivated mind early
appears. . A laurcl leaf is to the eye of anilli.
terate ‘boy nothing more than a fhrub with a
fhining, green, \pointed leaf : recal the idea of
that thrub by. the moft exa& defeription, it will.
affe&t him with no peculiar p]eafufe : but affo-
ciate early in a boy’s mind the ideas ¢f glory, .
of poctry, of Olympic crowns, of Daphne and
Apollo ; by fome of thefc latent aflociations
the orator may afterwards raife his enthufiafm.
We thall not here repeat what has been faid
upon the choice of literature for young people,
but -fhall once more warn parents to let their
pupils read only the beft authors, if they with
them to have a fine imagination, or a delicate
tafte. When their minds are awake and warm,
thew theril excellence : let them hear oratory
only when they can fetlit ; if the impreflion be
vivid, no matter how tranfrent the touch. Ideas’

which have once firuck the imagination can be
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recalled by the magic of a word, with all theif
original, all their affociated force. Do not faz
tigue the eye and ear of your vivacious pupit
with'the monotonous founds and confufed ima:
ges of vulgar poetry. Do not make him repeat
‘the fineft paffages of Skakefpeare and Milton ¢
the effeét is loft by repegition; the words, the
ideas arc profanéd. 'Let your pupils hear elo-
quence from eloquent lips, and they will own
its power. But let a drawling, unimpaffioned
reader, read a play of Shakfpeare’s, or an ora-
tion of Demofthenes, and if your pupil is not
out of patience, he will never tafte the charms \
of eloquence. Ifhe feels a fine fentiment, or a
fublime idea, paufe, leave his mind full, leave
his imagination elevated. Five minutes a_f\'ter-"
wards, perhaps, your pupil’s attention is turn-
ed to fomething elfe, and the fublime idea feems
to be forgotten : but do not fear; the idea is
not oBlitcrated ; it is latent in his memory ; it
will appear ata proper time, perhaps a month,
perhaps twenty years afterwards. Idecas may
remain long ufelefs, and almoft forgotten in
the mind, and may be called forth by fome

correfponding affociation from their torpid ftate.
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Yoting people, who wifh to make thémfelves
brators or eloquent writers;  fhould acquire the
habit of atfendiﬁg firft to the géneral impreffiont
made upon their own minds by oratory, and
afterwards to the cdufé which produced the'
effe@t ; hence they will obtain comritand ovef
thé minds of others, by ufing the knowledge
they have acquired of their own. The habit
of confidering every néw idea, 6r hew fa&, as
a fubje&t for aliuﬁon, may alfo bé ufeful to the
young oratof. A change from time to time in
the nature of his ftudies will enlarge and irivi:
gorate his imagination. Gibbon fays, that,
dfter the publication of his firft volume of the
Romian hiftory, he gave Mmfelf a fhort holiday.
“ I indulged my curiofity in fome fhudies of a
% very different nature: a courfe ' of anatomy,
« which was demonttrated by Dii Hunter; and
« fortie leffons of chymiitry, which were deliver-
« ed by Dr. Higgins. The principles of thefe
« {ciences, and 4 tafte for books of natural hif-
* tory, contributed to multiply my ideas and
« images ; and the anatomift and chyr;lift may
* fometimes track me in their own fnow.”
You. IIL M
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Different degrees of enthufiafm are requifite
in different profeflions; but we are inclined
to think that the imagination might with ad-
¥antage be cultivated to a much higher degree
. than is commonly allowed in young men in-
" tended for public advocates. We have feen
feveral examples of the’ advantage of a general
tafte for the belles lettres in eminent lawyers* ;
‘and we have lately feen an ingenious treatife.
called Deinology, or .Inﬁruéi’cions for a Young
Barrifter, which confirms our epinien upon this
fubje&. An orator, by the judicious prepara-
tion of the minds of his audience, may jncreafe
the effett of his beft arguments. A Grecia_m
painter ¢, before he would produce a piture
which he bad fmithed, reprefenting a martial
énterprize, ordered martial mufic to be played,
to raife the enthufiafm of the affembled {peéta-
tors; when their imhgination. was fufficiently
elevated, he uncovered the piture, and it was
beheld with fympathetic tranfports of applaufe.

*4.ord Mansfield, Huffey Burgh, &c.

+ 'I‘heon;
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It is nfually thought that perfons of extraor-
dinary imagination are deficient in judg_ment 3
by proper education this evil might be prevent-
ed. We may obferve that perfons, who have
acquired particular facility in certain exercifes
of the imegination, can by voluntary exertion -
either excite or fupprefs certain trains of ideas
on which their enthufiafm depends. An aéor,
who ftorms and raves whilft he is upon the ftage,
appears with a mild and peaceable demeanour
8 moment afterwards behind the fcenes. A
poet, in his infpired moments, repeats his own
werfes in his garret with all the emphafis and
fervor of enthufiafm ; but when he comes down
to dine with a mixed convivial company, his
poetic fury fubfides, a new train of ideas takes
place in his imagination. = As long as he has '
fufficient oommahd over himfelf to lay afide his '
enthufialm in company, he is confidered as a
zeafonable, fenfible man, and the more imagi-
nation he difpla_\"s in his poems the better. The
fame exercife of fancy, which we admire .in
one cafe, we ridicule in another. The enthu-

M2 ‘
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fiafm which charaéterifes the man of genius -
borders upon infanity.

When Voltaire was teaching mademoifelle
Clairon, the celebrated atrefs, to perform an
impaffioned part in one of his tragedies, fhe
objefted to the violence of his enthufiafm.
« Mais, monfieur, on me préndroit pour une
« poffedée* ”—¢ Eh mademoifelle,” replied
the philofophic bard, ¢ il faut &tre un poffedé
« pour réuffir'en aucun art.” )

The degree of enthufiafm, which makes the
painter and poet fet a value which to more idle,
* 'or more bufy mdrtals, appears imaginary upon
their refpefltive arts, fupports the artift under
the preflfure of difappoihtment and negle&t, fti-
mulates his exertions, and renders him almoft
infenfible to labour and fatigue. Miilitary he-
roes, or thofe who are « infune with ambitiont,”
endure all the real miferies of life, and brave
the terrors of death, under the invigorating in-

¢ * But, Sir, I fhall be taken for one pofiefled!”

“ Well, Ma'am, you muft be Zke oxe pofeffed, if you
. would fucceed in any art.”

+ Dr, Darwin,
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fluence of an extravagant imagination. Cure
them of their enthufiafm, and they are no
longer heroes. We muft therefore decide in
education what fpecies of charalters we would
produce, before we can determine what de-'
gree, or what habits of imagination, are defir
_able. | '
1 <« Je fuis le Dieu de la danfe*!” exclaimed
Veftris ; and probably Alexander the Great did
not feel more pride in his Apotheofis. Had
any cynical philofopher undertaken to cure Vef~
tris of his vanity,. it would not have been a
charitable aétion. Veftris might, perhaps, by
force of reafoning, have been brought to ac-
knowledge that a dancing mafter was not a di-
vinity, but this conviction would not ‘have in-
creafed his felicity ; on the contrary, he would
have become wretched in proportion as he be-
came rational. The felicity of enthufiafts de-
pends upon 'their being abfolutely incapable of
reafoning, or of lifiening to reafon upon certain
fubjeéts ; provide& they are refolute in repeat-
ing their own train of thoughts without co'x{;?.

# « J am the God of dancing!”
M s
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paring them with that of others, they may defy
the malice of wifdom, and in happy ignorance
may enjoy perpetual delirium.

Parents, who value the happinefs of their
children, will confider exaétly what chance
there is of their enjoying unmolefted any par-

tial enthufiafm; they will. confider, that by.

early excitations it is very eafy to raife any fpe-
cies of ambition in the minds of their pupils.

The various fpecies of enthufiafm neceffary to.

make a poet, a painter, an orator, or a military
hero, may be infpired, without doubt, by educa-
tion. How far thefe are conne&ted withhappinefs

is another queftion. Whatever be the objeét-

which he purfues, we muft as much as poffible
enforee our pupil’s fuccefs. Thofe who have
been excited to exertion by enthufiafm, if they
do not abtain the reward or admiration which
they had been taught to exped, fink into help~

Tefs defpondency. Whether their obje€t has .

~ been great or {mall, if it has been their favourite
obje@, and they fail of its attainment, their
mortification and ﬁlbfequent lahguor are une
avaidable. The wifeft of monarchs exclaimed,
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that all was vanity and vexation of fpirit ; he
«did not, pex‘haf;'s, feel more weary of the world

than the poer juggler fclt, who, after educating .
his hands to the aftonithing dexterity of throw-
\ing up into the air, and catching as they fell,
fix eggs fucceffively, without breaking them,
received from the emperor, before whom he
performed, fix eggs to reward the labour of his
life! This poor man’s ambition appears ob-
vioufly abfurd, and we are under no immediate
apprehenfion, that parents thould infpire their
children with the enthufiafm neceflary to the
profeffion of a juggler: but unlefs fome pre-
cautions are taken, the objefls which excite
the ambition of numbers may be placed fo as
to deceive the eye and imagination of children}
and they may labour through life in purfuit of
phantoms. If children early hear their parents
exprefs violent admiration for riches, rank,
power, or fame, they catch a fpeéies of en-
thufiafm for thefe things, before they can efti-
mate juftly their value; from the countenance
and manner they draw very important conclu.
fions. ¢ Felicity is painted on your counte-

M4
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« pance,” is a polite phrafe of falutation in
' China. The tafte for looking happy is not
confined to the Chinefe : the rich and great*,
by every artifice of luxury, endeavour to imprefs
the fpeQator with the idea of their fuperior fe-
licitj. From experience we know, that the
external figns of delight are not always fincere,
and that the apparatus of luxury is not neceffary ’
to happinefs. Children who live with perfons
of good fenfe learn to feparate the ideas of hap-
pinefs and a coach and fix; but young peopie
who fee their fathers, mothers, and preceptors,
all fmitten with fudden admiration at the fight
of a fine phaeton, or a fine gentleman, are.imme-
dia,tely infeéted with the fame abfurd enthu-
fiafm. Thefe parents do not fufpet, that they
are perverting the imagination of their children,
when they call them with foolith eagernefs to
the windows to look at a fine equipage, a fplen-
gli(i cavalcade, or a military proceffion ; they
. perhaps fummon a boy, who is intended for a
~;nerchant, or g lawyer, to hear * the fpirit ftir-
# ring drum ;” and they are afterwards furprifed,

* V. Smith’s Moral Theory.
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if he fays, when he is fifteen or fixteen, that,
“'if his father pleafes, he had rather go into
s¢ the army than go'.to the bar.” The mother
is alarmed, perhaps, about the fame time by

an-unaccountable predilettion in her daughter’s
' fancy for a red coat, and totally forgets having
called the child to the window to look at the
fmart cockades, and to hear the tune of « See
¢ the conqu’ring hero comes.”

« Hear you me, Jeffica,” fays Shylock to
his daughter, « lock up my doors; and when
s¢ _ybu hear the drum, and the vile fqueaking
¢ of the wry=necked fife, clamber not you up
s¢ into the cafements then.” » _

Shylock’s exhortations were vain; Jeffica
had arrived at years of difcretion, and it was
too late to forbid her clambering up to the cafe-
ments ; the precautjons fhould have been taken
fooner; the epithets vile fqueaking and wry-
necked fife could not alter the lady’s tafte : and
Shylock fhould have known how peremptory
prohibitions and exaggerated expreffions of
averfion operate upon the female imagination ;

he was imprudent in the extreme of his caution.
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We fhould let children fee things as they really .
are, and we fhould not prejudice them either
by our exclamations of rﬁptui'e, or by our af-
fe&ted difguft. If they are familiarifed with
fhow they will not be caught by it ; if they fee
the whole of whatever is to be {een, their ima-
gination will not paint things more delighful
than they really are. Tor thefe reafons we
think that young people fhould not be refirain-
ed, though they may be guided in their taftes;
rave fhould fupply them with all the information
in which they are deficient, and leave them to
form their own judgments.

Without making it a matter of favour, or of
extraordinary ..c.ohfeqaence, parents can take
their children to fee public exhibitions, or te
partake of any amufements shich are really
agreeable; they can at the fame time avoid
mixing faftitious with real pleafure. If, for
inftance, we have an -opportunity of taking 4
boy to a good play, ora girl to aball, let them
enjoy the full pleafure of the amufement, but
do not let us excite their imagination by great

preparations, or by anticipating remarks : « Oh,
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« you'll be very happy to-morrow, for you're
< to go-to the play. You muft look well to-
s night, for you are going to the ball! Were
¢ you never at a ball? Did you never fee a.play
« before? Oh, then you'll be delighted, I'm
« fure!” The children often look much more
fenfible, and fometimes more compofed, in
the midft of thefe foolith exclamations, than
their parents. ¢ Eftce que je m’amufe, ma-
« man?” faid a little girl of fix years old, the
firft time fhe was taken to the playhoufe.
Befides the influence of opinion, there are a
rumber of other circumftances to be confidered
in cultivating the imagination. The difpofition’
to affociate ideas varies in ftrength and quick-
nefs in oppofite temperaments; the natural
vivacity or dullnefs of the fenfes, the habit of
obferving external objels, the power of volun-
tary exertion, the propenfity t6 revcﬁe, muft
all be confidered before we can adapt a plon of
education exacttly to the pupil’s advantage. A
‘wife preceptor will counteraét as much as pof-
fible all thofe defelts, to which a child may
pppear moft liable, and will cultivate his ima-

3
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gination fo as to prevent the errors, to which
he is moft expofed by natural, or what we call,
natural difpofition.

‘ Some children appear to feel fenfations of

pleafure or pain with more energy than others ;.

they take more delight in feeling than in reflec-
tion ; they have peither much leifure nor much
inclination for the intelle€tual exertions of com-
parifon ‘or deliberation. Great care fhould be
taken to encourage children of this temper to
defcribe and to compare their fenfations. By
their defcriptions we may difcover what mo-
tives we ought to employ te govern them, and
if we can teach them to compare their feelings,
we fhall induce that volun‘tary exertion of mind
in which they are naturally defeétive. We
cannot compare orjudge of our fenfations with-
out voluntary exertion. When we deliberate
. we rebeat our ideas flowly, and this is an exer-
cife peculiarly ufeful to thofe who feel quickly.

When any pleafure makes too great an im-
preffion upon children of vivid fenfations, we
fhould repeat it “frequently till it begins to fa-
tigue; or we fhould contraft it, and bring it
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into dire& comparifon with fome' otlier fpecies
of pleafure. For inftance, fuppofe a boy had
appeated highly delighted with feeing a game
at cards, and that we were apprehenfive he
might from this early affociation acquire a tafte
for gaming ; we might either repeat the amufe-
ment till the playing at cards began to weary
the boy, or we might take him immediately
after playing at cards to an interefting comedy 3
probably, the amufement he would receive at
the playhoufe would be greater than that which
he had enjoyed at the card-table ; and as thefe
two fpecies of pleafure would inimediately fuc-
ceed to each other, the child could fcarcely
avoid comparing them. Is it neceffary to re-
peat, that all this thould be done withaut aiy
artifice? The child fhould know the meaning
of our condu@®, and then he will never fet
himfelf in oppofition to our management.

If it is not convenient, or poffible, to dull
the charm of novelty by repetition, or to con-
traft a new pleafure with fome other {uperior
amufement, there is another expedient which
may be ufeful ; we may call the power of affo-
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ciation to pur affiftance: this power .is\(dme-
times a full match for the moft lively fenfations,
For inftance, fuppole a boy of ftrong feelings
had been offended by fome ttifle, and exprefled -
fenfations of hatred againft the offender obwi-
oufly too violent for the occafion ; to bring the
angry boy’s imagination to a temperate ftate, we
might recall fome circumftance of; his former
affeétion for the offender ; or the general idea,
that it is amiable and noble to command our
paffion, and to forgive thofe who have injured
us. At the fight of his mother, with whom
he had many agreeable aflociations, the imagi-
nation of Coriolanus raifed up inftantly a train
of ideas eonneéted with the love of his family,
and of his ‘country, and immediately the vio-
lencé of Bis fenfations of anger were fubdued.

" Brutus, after his friend Caffius has apologifed
to him for his ¢ rath humour,” by faying, “ that
f it was hereditary from his n,wther,” proniifes
that the next time Caffius is over-earneft with
« his Brutus; he will think his mother chides,
« and ‘leave him fo;” that is to fay, Brutus
promifes to recolle€t an affociation of ideas,

N




TASTE) AXD IMAGINATION. 175

which thall enable him to bear with his friend’s
ill humour. )

,Children, who affociate ideas very. ftrongly
and with rapidity, muft be educated with con-
tinual attention. With childeen of this clafs
the flighteft circumffances age of confequence ;.
they may at firlt appearto be eafily managed,
becaufe they will remember pertinacioufly any
reproof, any rewasd or punifhment, and from:
affociation they will fcrupuloufly avoid or fol-
low what has, in any one inftance, been joined
with pain or pleafure in their imagination:
but unfortupately accidental events will influ-
ence them, as well as the rewards and punifh~
ments of their preceptors. We fhall be fur-
prifed to find, that even where there is appa-
rently no hope, or fear, or paffion, to difturb.
their judgment, they cannot reafon, or under-
fland reafoning. On ftudying them more clofe~
Iy, we fhall difcover the caufe of this feeming
imbecility. A multitude of affociated ideas
occur to them upon whatever fubje&t we at-
tempt to reafon, which diftra& tbeir attention,
and make them change the terms of every pros
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pofition with inceffant variety. Their pleafured
are chiefly fecondary reflefted pleafures, and
they do not judge by their aQual fenfations fo
much as by their affociations. They like and
diflike without being able to affign any fuffici<
ent caufe for their preference or averfion. They

make a choice frequently without appearing to’ -

deliberate, and if you; by perfuading them td
a more detailed examinhation of thie objeéts,
convince them, that according to the commort
ftandard of good and evil, they have made a
foolifh choicé, they will ftill feem puzzled and’
. uncertain; and, if you leave them: at liberty,
will perfift in their original determination. - By
this criterion we may decide, that they are in-
fluenced by fome fecret falfe affociation of ideas;
and, inftead of argming with them upon the
obvious folly of their prefent choice, we fhould
endeavour to make them trace back their ideas;

and difcover the affociation by which they are’ -

govemed.’ In fome cafes this may be out of

their power, becaufe the original -affeciation

may have been totally forgotten, and yet thofe

¢onnefted with it may continue to alt; but
2

]
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everi when we cannot fucceed in any partiéu'lat'
inftance in kiete&ing the caufe of the error, we
thall do the pupils material fervice by exciting -
"them to obferve their own minds. A tutor,
who carefully femarks ‘the circumftances in
which a child expreffes uncommon grief or joy,
hope or feat, may obtain complete knowledge.
“of his affociations, and may accurately diftin-
" guith the proximate and remote caufes of all his
pupil’s defires and averfions. He will then
have abfolute command over the child’s mind,

" and he fhould upon'no«’ac'cdunt truft his pupil

to the dire@ion of any other perfon. Another
tutor, though perhaps of equal ability, could
not be equally fecure of fuccefs; the child
would probably be fufpeéted of cunning, ca-
price, or obftinacy, becaufe the caufes of his-
“taftes and judgments could not be difcovered
by his new preceptor. '

It often happens, th:at thofe who feel pleafure
and pain moft ftrongly, are likewife moft dif-
pofed to form ftrong affociations of ideas. Chil-
dren of this chara&ter are never ftupid, but often
prejudiced and paffionate ; they can readily

Ver. 111, N
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affign a reafon for their preference or averfion 5
they recolleét diftinétly the eriginal fenfations of
pleafure or pain, on which their affociations
depend ; they do not, like Mr. Transfer in
Zeluco, like or diflike perfons and things, be-
caufe they have been ufed to them, but becaufe
they have received fome injury or benefit from
them. Such children are apt to make great
miftakes in reafoning, from their regiftering of
coincidences haftily ; they do not wait to repeat
their experiments, but if they have in one in-
ftance obferved two things to happen at the
fame time, they expe& that they will always
recur together. ¥f one event precedes or fol-
lows another-accidentally, they believe it to be
 the caufe qr effe&t of its concomitant, and this

belief is not to be fhaken in their minds by ri-

dicule or argument. They are, confequently,
inclined both to fuperflition and enthufiafm,
a(:cord'ing as their hopes and fears predeminate.
They are likewife fubjeét to'abfurd antipathies
—antipathies which verge towards infanity.
Dr. Darwin relates a ftrong inftance of an-

tipathy in a child from affociation. The child,

-
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on tafting the griftle of fturgeon, afked what
griftle was? and was anfwered, that griftle was
like the divifien of a man’s nofe. The child,
difgufted at this idea, for twenty years after- A
wards could never be petfuaded to tafte ftur-
g’eon *. . .
Zimmermann affures us, that he was an eye-
witnefs ‘of.a fingular anfipathy, which we may
be permitted to defcribe in his own words. -

.« Happening to be in company with fome
« Englifh gentlemen, all of them men of diftinc-
* tion, the converfation fell upon antipathies.
-« Many of the company denied theirreality, and
~ « corifidered them as idle ftories, but-I affured
« them that they were truly a difeafe. Mr.
« William Matthews, fon to the governor of
« Barbadoes, was of my opinion, becaufe he

« hirnfelf had an antipathy to fpiders. The
- < reft of the company laughed at him. I un-
~ « dertook to prove to them that this antipathy -
¢ was really an impre(fion on his foul, rq/'ultz';ig
“ from the determination of a mechanical ¢ffect.
# (We do not pretend to know what Dr. Zim-

# Zoonomia, vol, ii.

N2
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¢ mermann means by this.) Lord Jobin Mur-
¢ ray undertook to fhape fome black wax into
¢ the appearance of a fpider, with a view to
¢ obferve whether tlre antipatly would take
¢ place at the fimple figute of the infe&t? He
¢ then withdrew for a moment, and came in
“ again with the wax in his hand, which he
¢ kept fhut. Mr. Matthews, who in' other
¢ yefpelts was a very amiable and moderate
¢ man, immediately cbi;eeiving that his friend
¢ really had a fpider in his hand, clapped his
“ hand to his fword with extreme fury, and
¢ running back towards the partition, cried
« out moft horribly. All the mufcles of his face
« were fwelled, his eyes were rolling in_theit
¢ fockets, and his body was immoveable. We
¢ were all exceedingly alarmed, and immedi-
e ately ran to his affiftance, took his {fword from
¢ him, and affured him that what he conceived
“tobea fpider was nothing more than a bit of
¢ wax, which he might fee upon the table.
« He remained fome time in this {pafmodi¢
¢ ftate ; but at length he began to recover, and
“ to deplore the horrible paffion from which het
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« fiill fuffered. - His pulfe was very firong and
“ quick', and his whole body was covered with
« a cold perfpiration. After taking an anodyne
« draft, he refumed his ufual tranquillity.” - -

« We are not to wonder at this antipathy,”
continues Zimmermann; ¢ the {piders at Bar-
¢« badoes are vfery large, and of an hideous
# figure. Mr. Matthews was born there, and
« his antipathy was therefore to be accounted
« for.  Some of the 'cbxhpefny undertook to
“ make a little waxen {pider in his prefence.
‘¢ He faw this done with great tranquillity, but
< he could not be perfuaded to touch it, though
* he was by no means a timorous man in other
# refpeéts. Nor would he follow my advice to
% endeavour to conquer this antipathy by firft
¢ drawing parté of fpiders of different forts, and
¢ after a time whole fpiders, till at length he
« might be able to look at portions of real {pi- .

« ders; and"thus gradually accuftom himfelf

« to whole ones, at firft dead, and then living
¢ ones.™

‘Dr. Zimmermann’s method of cure appears
sather more ingenious, than his way of account=

N3
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ing for the difeafe. ‘Are all the natives of Bar- |
badoes fubjeét to convulfions at the fight of the
large fpiders in that ifland? or why does Mr.
George Matthews’s having been born there ac-
count fo fatisfa&torily for his antipathy ?

The cure of thefe unreafonable fears of harm-
lefs animals, like all other antipathiesa would,__
perhaps, be eafily effeéted, if it were judicioufly
.é.ttempted early in life. The epithets which
we ufe in fpeaking of animals, and our expref:
fions of cohntenance, have great influence on
the minds of children. If we, as Dr. Darwin
advifes, call the fpider tke ingenious fpider, and
the frog the harmlefs frog, and if we look at
them with complacency, inftead of averfion,
~ children, from fympathy, will imitaig: wur man-
ner, and from curiofity will attend to the ani-
mals, to difcover whether the commendatory,
" epithets we beftow upon them are juft. ‘

It is comparatively of little confequence to
-conquer antipathies which have trifling objeéls.
An individual can go through life very well
without eating fturgeon, or touching fpiders
but when we confider the influence of the fame
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difpofition to affociate falfe ideas too ftrongly in
more important inftanees, we fhall perceive the
neceflity of correfting it by education.

Locke tells us of a young man, who, having
been accuftomed to fee an old trunk in\the room
with him when he learned to dance, affociated
his dancing exertions fo ftrongly with the fight
of this trunk, that he could not fucceed by any
voluntary efforts in its abfence. 'We have, in -
our remarks upon attention, pointed out the
éreat inconveniences to which thofe are ex-
pofed, who acquire affociated habits of inte]- -
lectual exertion ; who cannot fpeak, or write,
or think, without certain habitual aids to their
memory or imagination. We mutt farther ob-
ferve, that inceffant vigilance is neceffary in the
moral education of children difpofed to form
ftrong aflociations ; they are liable to fudden
"and abfurd diflikes or prediletions, with re-

fpeét to perfons, as well as things; they are

{ubjeét to caprice in their affetions and temper,

and liable to a variety of mental infirmities,

which, in different degrees, we call paffion or
N4
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madnefs. . Locke tells us, that he knew a man,
who, after havmg been reftored to health by a
~ painful operatlon, had fo firongly affociated the
idea and’ ﬁgure of the operator with the agony
" he had endured, that though he acknowledged

the oblxgatlon, and felt gratitude towards this -

fnend who had faved hlm, he never afterwards
could bear to fee his benefaftor. There are
fome people, who affociate fo readily and in-
~ corrigibly the idea of any pain or infult they
have recexved from another, with his perfon
and charater, that thcy can never afterwards
forget or forfrwe They are hence dlf’pofed to
all the 1ntemperance of hatred and revenge ; to
the chronic mahce of an Iago, or the acute

'panga of an Achilles. Homer, in the fpeech

of Achilles to Agamemnon s medlatmg ambaf-

fadors, has drawn a firong and natural pi€ture
of the progrefs of : anger. It is ‘worth ftudying
as a leffon in metaphyﬁcs Whenever affocia-
tion fuggeﬁs to the mind of Achilles the injury
he has recelved he lofes his reafon, -and the
orator ‘works himfelf up from argument to de-

(IR

clamation, and from declamation to defperate
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refolution, through a cldfe linked connexion of
ideas’and fenfations. '

The infanities of ambition, avarice, and va-
nity, origiate in early miftaken aflociations.
A feather, or a crown, or an alderman’s chain,
or 4 cardinal’s hat, or a purfe of yellow coun-
ters, are unlﬁckily aflociated in the minds of
fome men with the idea of happinefs, and,
without ftaying'to deliberate, thefe unfortunate
perfons hunt through life the phantafms of a
‘difordered imagination.. Whilft we pity, we
are amufed by the blindnefs ‘an_d» blunders ‘pf
thofe, whofe miftakes can affe€ no one’s feli-
city but their own; but any ‘delufions; which
prompt their vi&tims to aftions inimical to their
fellow-creatures, are the objeéts, not ufually .
of pity, but of indignation, of private averfion,
and public punifhment. We fmile at the ava-
ricious infanity of the mifer, who dreffes him- -
flf in the caft-off wig of a beggar, and who
pulls a cruthed pancake from his pocket for his
& own and for his fri;nd’s dinner®*. We {mile at

fh'e infane vanity of the pauper, who dreffed

* Elwes, Sfe his Life:
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himfelf in a many-coloured paper ftar, affumed
the title of Duke of Baublefhire, and as fuch
requ:ired homage from every paffenger*. But
are we inclined to {mile at the outxjageods. va-
nity of the man, who ftyled himfelf the fon of
Jupiter, and who murdered his beft friend for
vefufing him divine honours? Are we difpofed
“to pity the flave-merchant, who, urged by the

maniacal defire for gold, hears unmoved the

groans of '}'ﬁs fellow-creatures, the execrations -

of mankind, and that <« {mall ftill voice,” which
haunts thofe who are ftainéd with blood ?

The moral infanities which ftrike us with hor-
ror, compaffion, or ridicule, however they may
differ in their effe€ts, have frequently one com-
" mon origin; an early falfe affociation of ideas.
Perfons who miftake in meafuring their own
feelings, or who negle& to compare their ideas,
and to balance contending withes, f{carcely
merit the name of rational creatures, The
man, who does not deliberate, is loft. '

We have eﬁ&eavoured, though well aware

* There is an account of this poor man’s death in the .

Star, 1796. o
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of the difficulty of the fubje&@, to point out
{fome g;f the precaytions that fhould be ufed in
governing the imagination of young people of.
different difpofitions. We fhould add, that in
all cafes the pupil’s ‘attention to his own mind
will be of more confequence, than the utmoft
vigilance of the moft able preceptor; the fooner
\ ‘he is made acquainted with his own charalter,
and the fooner he.can be excited to govern him-~
felf by reafon, or to attempt the cure of his '
own defeéts, the better.

“There is one habit of the imagination, to
which we have not yet.adverted, the habit of
reverie. In reverie we are fo intent upon a
particular train of ideas, that we are unconfci-
bus of all external objefts, and we exert but
little voluntary power. It is true that fome
perfons in caftle-building both reafon and in-
yent, and therefore muft exert fome degree of
volition ; even in the wildeft reverie there may
be traced fome fpecies of confiftency, fome
connexion amongft the ideas ; but this is fimply
_the refult of the affociation of ideas. Inventive -
cafile-builders are rather nearer the ftate of in-
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fanity than of reverie; they reafon well upon

falfe principles ; their airy fabrics are ‘often both
in good tafte and in'good proportion ; nothing

js wanting to them but a foundation. On the
contrary, nothing can be smore filly than the

- yeveries of filly people; they are not only de-
fetive in confiftency, but they' want all the
“unities ; they are not extravagant, but they are
ftupid ; they confift ufually of a liftlefs reifgra-.
tion of uninterefting ideas; the whole pleafure
chjoyed by thofe addifted to them confifts in
the facility of repetition.

It is a miftaken notion, that only people of
ardent imaginations are difpofed to reverie ; the
maft indolent and ftupid perfons watte their ex-

Jiftence in this indulgence ; they do not aét al-
ways in confequence of their dreams, therefore
we do not dete& their folly. Young people of
‘attive minds, when they have not fufficient oc--

'cupatioq, x‘;eceﬁ'arily indulgq in revéljie; and
by degrees this wild exercife of their invention
and imagination becomes fo d‘elightful to them, -
‘that they prefer it to all fober erﬁployments. o

M. Williams, in his LeGtures upon Educgs
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tion, gives an account of a boy fingularly ad-
dicted to reverie. The defire of invifibility had
feized his mind, and for feveral years he had -
indulged ‘his.fancy with imagining all the ple;l-
fures that he thould command, and all the feats
that he could petform, if he were in pofleffion
of Gyges’s ring. The reader thould, however,
be informed, that this caftle-buildet was hot a
youth of ftri€t veracity ; his confeffion upon this
occafion, as upon others, might not have beea
fincere. We only ftate the flory from Mt. Wil-
liams. 3 Y g ‘
To prevent ¢hildren from acquiriag a tafte
for reverie, let them have various’ occupations
both of mind and body. Let us not dire&
their imagination to extraordinary future plea-
fures, but let us fuffer them to enjoy the pre-
fent. Anticipation is a fpecies of reverie, and
children, who have promifes of future pleafures
frequently made to.them, live in a continual
ftate of anticipation. ‘
To cure the habit of reverie when it has once
been formed, we muft take different methods
with different tempers, With thofe who in-
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dulge in the fupid réverie, we fhould employ
ftrong excitations, and i)refént to the fenfes #
rapid fucceffjon of obje&ts, which will compléte»
ly engage without fatiguing them. This mode
muft riot be followed with children-of different
difpofitions, elfe we' thould increafe inftead
“of curing the difeafe. The moft Iikely me-
thod to break this habit in children of great
quicknefs or fenfibility,- is to fet them to fome
employment which.is wholly new to them, and
which will confequently exercife and .exhauft -
all their faculties, fo that they fhall have zo
" life left fot caftle-building. Monotonous ‘c-
cupations, fuch as copying, drawing, or. writ-
ing, playing on the harpfichord, &c. are not,
* {f habit has made them cafy to the pupil, fit for
\our purpofe. We may all pereeive, that in
fuch occupations the powers of the mind are
Jeft unexercifed. We can frequently read aloud
with tolerable emphafis for a conﬁdcrable time
together, and at the fame time think upon fome
fubjelt foreign to the book we hold in oyr
hands.
+ The moft difficult exercifes of the mind, fuch

4
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as In'venﬁon,.o'r firic reafoning, are thofe alone
which are ‘fufficient to fubjugate and chain
down the imagination of fome adive. fpirits:
"To fuch laborious exercifes they thould be ex+ -
cited by.the encouraging voice of praife and
affeCtion. Imaginative children will be mare
difpofed to invent than to réafon, but they can-
not perfe& any invertion without reafoning ;
there. will, therefore, be a mixtare of what
they like and diflike in the exercife of invention,
and the habit of reafoning will, perhaps, gra-
dually become agréeable to them, if it be thus
dexteroufly united with the pleafures of the
imagination. - '

So much has alrcady been written by various
authors upon the pleafures and the dangers of
imagination, that we could fcarcely hope to -
add any thing new to what the‘y have produced: .
but we have endeavoured to arrange the ob-
fervations which appeared-moft applicable to
praélical education ; we have pointed out how
the principlcs of tafte may be carly taught with-
out injury to the general underftanding, and
how the imagination fhould be prepared for the

)
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higher pleafures of eloquence and poetry. We
have attempted to define the boundaries be-
tween the enthufiafm of genius, and its extra-

vagance ; and to fhew fome of the precautions |

which may be ufed, to prevent the moral de«
fe&ts to which perfons of ardent imagination are
ufually fubje&t. The degree in which the ima-«
gination fhould be cultivated muft, we have
obferved, be determined by the views which
parents may haye for sheir children, by their
fituations in fociety, and by the érofeﬂions for
which they are deftined. The homely proverb,
which has been apptied te fire, may with equal
truth be applied to imagination: ¢ It isa good
« fervant, but a bad mafter.”




c_'HAprER. XXIIL.
ON WIT AND JUDGMENT.

\ }IT has been fhewn, that the powers of me-
mory, invention, and imagination, ought to
be rendered fubfervient to judgment: it has
been fhewn, that reafoning and judgment .
‘abridge the labours of memory, and a_;'é necef-
fary to regulate the higheft flights of imagina-

. -tion. We fhall now confider the power of
reafoning in another point of view, as being ef-
fential to our condué in life. The obje&t of
reafoning is to adapt means to an end, to at-
tain the command of effe€ts by the difcovery
of the caufes on which they depend,

Until children have acquired fome know-
Vor. III o |
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ledgé of effels, they cannot inquire into caufes.
Obfervation muft precede reafoning; and as
judgment is nothing more than the perception
of the refult of comparifon, we fhould never
urge our pupils to judge, until they have ac-
quired fome portion of expetience.

To teach children to compare objeéts exa&l-
ly, we fhould place the things to be examined
diftin&tly before them. ' Every thing that is fu-
_perfluous fhould be taken away, and a fufficient
~ “motive fhould be given to excite the pupil’s
atteition. We need not here repeat the ad-
vice that has formerly been given refpefting the
choi¢e.of proper motives to excite and fix at-
tention ; or the precautions meceffary to pre-
vent the pain of fatigue, and of ynfuccefsfyl
application. If compatifon be early rendered

"a tafk to children, they will diflike and avoid
" this exereife of the mind, and they wilt confe-
quently thew an inaptitude to reafon: i com-
paring objets be made interefting and amufing
to our pupils, they will foon become expert in

"~ difcovering refemblances and differences; apd

tbus they will be prepared for reafoning.
' ' 2
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Rouffeau has judicioufly advifed, that the
Jenfes of children thould be cultivated with the
utmoft care. In proportion to the diftinétnefs

* of their perceptions will be the acciiracy of their

memory, and, probably, alfo the precifion of
their judgment. A child, who fees imperfe&-
ly, cannot reafon juftly about the objets of
fight, becaufe he has not fufficient data. A
child, who does ‘not hear diftinétly, cannet
judge well of founds; and, if we could fup-
pofe the fenfe of touch to be twice as accurate

_in one child as in another, we might conclude,

that the judgment of thefe children muft differ
in a fimilar proportion. The defeéts in organi-
zation are not within the power of. the precep-
tor; but Wé may obferve, that inattention, and
want of exercife, are frequently the caufes of
what are miftaken for natural defeéts; and,
on the contrary, increafed attention and culti-
-vation fometimes prqdﬁc_e that quicknefs of eye
and ear, and that confequent readinefs of judg-
ment, which we are apt to attribute to natural
{uperiority of Qrganization or capacity. Even
among# children we may early obferve a con-
Oz
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fiderable difference between the quicknefs‘of
“their fenfes and of their reafoning upon fubje&ts

where they have had experience, and upon

thofe -on. which they have not been exer-
‘eifed. ‘

- The firft exerc1fes for the ju-' sment of chil-

dren {hould; as Rouﬂeau recommcnds, relate .

fo vifible’ and tarmble fubftances. Let them
compare the ﬁze and {hape of dxfferent obje&s,
let them trequently try what they can lift; at
what dlftance they can fee obje&s, at ‘what
diftance they cari hear founds: by thefe exer-
cifes they will learn to Judge of diftances and
: weight ; and they may learn to judge of the

folid conténts of bodies of, differert Iha‘pes,~ by -

comparmg the obfervations of their fenfé of
'teelmg and of. ﬁtrht. The meafure of hollow
bodies can be eafily taken by poiring llqurdé
fnto them, and-then comparing sthe quamines

of the hqulds that fill veffels of different {hapes. ,

- “This isa ﬁmple method of exercxﬁng the judg-
‘ment of children; and, if they -are allowed to
try, thefe little experiments for themfelves, the
‘pmuﬁcmenf will fix the falts in their memory,
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and will affociate pleafure. with the -habits of |
'comparifbn. Rouflfeau’ rewards' Emilius with
cakes when he judges rightly; fuccefs, we
think, 'is 2 better reward. . Roudffeau was him-~
felf chxldiihly fond of cakes and cream.- -
- The fitep’ which 1mmedxzitely follqws com-
parifon, ig'deduétion. The cat is larger than -
the kitten; then a hole through which the cat
can go, muft be larger than a hole through
which the kitten can go. Long before a child
can put this reafoning into words, he is capable
of forming the conclafion, and we need not be
in hafte to make him 3nneunce it-in mode and
figure. We may fee by the various methods
which young children employ to reach what is
above them, to drag, to pufh, to lift different
bodies, that they reafon 5 that is to fay,, that
" they adapt means to an end, before they can
explain their own defigns in wards. - Look at
a child bulldmg a houfe of cards: he dexte-
roufly. balances every card as he floors the edi- .
fice; he ralfes ftory over ﬁory, and fhews us
that he-has fome defign in view, though he
© avould be utterly incapable of dcfcnbmg his in-

' (OF
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tentions previoufly in words. We have formerly
endeavoured to fhew how the vocabulary of
our pupils may be gradually enlarged, exally
in proportion to their real knowledge., A great
dea] depends upon our attention to this propor-
tion ; if children have not & fufficient number
of ‘words to make their thoughts intelligible,
we cannot affift them to reafon by our conver-
fation, we cannot communicate to them the re-
fult of our experience; they will have a great
deal of ufelefs labour in comparing objeéls,
becaufe they will not be able to underftand the
evidence of others, as they do not underftand
their language; and at laft, the reafonings
which they carry on in their own minds will be
-confufed for want of figns to keep them dift
tiné&t. . On the _contrar}', if their vocabulary
exceed their ideas, if they are taught a variety
of words to which they conne&t 1o accurate
meaning, it is impoffible that they fhould ¢x-
prefs their thoughts with precifion, As this is
one of the ‘moft common errors in education,
- ®e fhall dwell upon it more particularly.

We have pointed out the mifchief which %

-
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doné to the underftanding -of children by the
nonfenfical converfation of common achéint-
ance. * Shéuld you like to be aking? ‘What
¢ are you to be ? Are you to be a bithop, or:a
« judge? Had you rather be a general, or an
¢ admiral, my little dear ?”’ are fome of the qﬁef-
tions which every one has probably heard pro-
pofed to children of five or fix yearsold. Chil-
dien who have not learned by rote the expeéted
anfwers to fuch interrogatories, ftand in amazed
filence upon thefe occafions ; or elfe anfwer at
" tandom, having no poffible means of forming
any judgment upon fuch fubjeéts. We have
often thought, in liftening to the converfations
of grown up people with children, that the chil-
dren reafoned infinitely better than their oppo-
. fents. People, who are not interefted in the
'education of children, do not care what argu-
ments they ufe, what abfurdities they utter in
talking to them ; they ufually talk to them of
things which.are totally above their comprehen-
fion; and they inftill error and prejudice, with-
out the fmalleft degree of compun&ion; ot
rather, without in the leaft knowing what they
.04
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-are about.” We éameftly repeat our advice to,

‘parents, to keep their children as much as pof-

fible from fuch converfation: children will never

reafon if they are frequently allowed to hear or
. to talk nonfenfe. Unlefs they have been in the
habit of hearing foolith converfation, they very
feldom talk nonfenfe. They may exprefs them-
felves in a manner which we do not underftand,
or they may make miftakes from not accurately
comprehending the words of others; but in
thefe cafes we fhould not reprove or filence
them, we fhould patiently endeavour to find
out their hidden meaning. If we rebuke or
ridicule them, we fhall intimidate them, and
" either leffen their confidence in themfelves or
in us. In the one cafe we prevent them from

thinking, in the other we deter them from

communicating their thoughts; and thus we

preclude ourfelves from the poflibility of affift-
ing them in reafoning. To fhow parents the
nature of the miftakes which children make

 from their imperfe& knowledge of words, ‘we
fhall give a few examples from real life.

S=——, at five years old, when he heard fome
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one fpeak of bay horfes, fajd, he fuppofed. that
a bay horfe muft be the béff. Upon crofs quel=
tioning him, it appeared ‘that he -was.led ‘to
‘this conclufion by the analdgy between the
found of the words bay ‘and obey.. - A few dgys
previous to this his father had told him, ‘thae
' fpirited horfes were always the mmoft rcady to
obey.

Thefe erroneous analogxes between the found
of words and their fenfe frequently miflead
children in reafoning; we fhould, therefore,
encourage children to explain themfelves fully,
that we may retify their errors. :

‘When S—— was between four and five
years old, a lady who had taken him upon her
fap playfully, put her hands before his eyes,
and (we believe) afked if he liked to be blind-
ed. S—— faid no ; and he looked very thought-
ful. After a paufe, he added, * Smellie fays,
«¢ that ‘children like better to be blinded than
“ to have their legs tied.” (S—-Q had read
this in Smellie two or three days before.)

Father. « Are you of Smelli¢’s-opinion " |

S—— hefitated. P
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Father. « Would you rather be blmded, or
have your legs tied #” :

. "Sems, * I'would rather have my legs tied
* ot quite tight.” '

Bather. -« Do you know what is meant by -
& binded 2 ‘

-Se——. ¢ Having their.eyes put out.”

Father. « How do you mean " ~

S+e—. “« To put fomething into the eye ta
¢« make the blood burit out ; and then the blood .
« would come all over #, and cover it, and
% ftick to it, and hinder them from feeing, I
¢ don’t know how.”

It is obvious, that whilft this boy's imagina-
fion piured to him a bloody orb when he
heard the word blinded, he was perfeitly right -
in his reafoning in preferring to have his legs’
tied; but he did not judge of the propofition
meant to be laid before him ; he judged of an-
gther which he had formed for himfelf. His

‘father explained to him, that Smellie meant
~ blindfolded, inftead of blinded; a handker-
chief was then tied round the boy’s head fo as
hinder him from feeing, and he was made¢ pes-




WiT-AND JUDEMENT. . 208

feétly 16 underftand the meamﬁg of thc word
blindfolded. s

. In fueh tiifles as thefe it may appear of little .
tonfequence to re&afy the ‘werbkal errors of chil-
dren; but exa@ly the fame fpecies of miftake
will prevent them from reafoning accurately ik

“matters of confequence. It will not coft us

much trouble to dete& thefe mlftakes when
the caufes of them are yet recent; but it wifl
give usinfinite trouble to retrace thoughts which
‘have paffed in infancy. When prejudices, of
the habits of reafoning inaccurately, have been .
‘formed; we cannot eafily difcover or remedy
the remote trifling origin of the evil.

When children begin to inquire about cauifes,
they are not able to diftinguifh between coin-
cidence and caufation; we formerly obferved
the effe@ which this ignorance produces upon
their temper; we muft now obferve its effe@
upon their underftanding. A little refleétiop
upon our own minds will prevent us from feek
ing that ftupid amazement, or from exprrcﬁing
that infulting contempt, which the matural
thoughts of children fometimes excite in per-
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' fons, who have’ frequently lefs underftanding
than their pupils. What account can we give
. of the conmexign between caufe' and effeft?
How is the idea, that one thing is the caufe of
another, firlt produced in oyr minds? All
that we know is, that amongft human events
thofe which precede are, in fome cafes, fup-
pofed to produce-what follow. When we have
obferved, in feveral inftagces, that one event
conftantly precedes another, we believe, and
expeél, that thefe events will in future recur
together. - Before children have had experience,
it is fearcely poffible that they (hould diftinguifh
‘between fortuitous circumftances and caufa-
tion.4 accidental \cqincide'nces. of time, and-
jqxta-poﬁtion, continually.lead them into ervor.
We fhould not accufe children of reafoning i,
we ﬂlould‘. not imagine that they ate defeGtive
in judgment, when they make miftakes from
deficient experience ; we fhould only endeavour
to make them delay to decide until they have
repéated their experiments; and, at all events,
‘we fhould encourage them to lay open their. . -
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minds to us, ‘that We “may ‘affift them by our

fuperior knowledge. Lot
--This fpring, Tittle' W= (three years old)

" was looking-at a' man Wwho Wwas mowing the

grafs-before the door. - It had been raining; and .~

. whem ¢ funi fhone’the’ vapour began-to fifs
' fro"mlﬁ'l‘ej‘gljafs. «:Does the man mowing. make
e the fmoké rife from the grafs ?”' faid the little
' ,‘He was ot laughed at for- this.fimple -
queﬁxon The man’s mowing immediately
preceded the rifing’of the vapour; tha child
kad never obfetved 3 man mowihg ‘before; and
it was abfolutely impoffible that he could tell
what ‘effe€ts might be produced by it; he very-
natiirally imagined, that the event which-ims
taediately preceded the rifing of the vapour was
the ‘caufe ‘of its rife; the fun was at a diftarice}
the fcythe 'was’ near-the ‘grafs. The little boy
fhewed by the tone of his i inquiry, that he was
in the philofephic ftafe of doubt had he been
ndls:uled for his queftion, had he beeén told that
" he tallted fomfenfe; he'would not upon another
‘occafion have told his thoughts, and he éer-
tainly could not have improved in reafoning.
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The way to improve children in their judg:
. ment with refpett to .caufation, is to increafe
their knowledge, and to lead them to try ex-
periments by yvhich  they -may difcover what

" gircumfiances are ¢ffentlal to the produltion of

. sny given effed, and what are merely acceffo-
ry, unimportant concomitants of the event®.

-~ A child; who for the firft time fees blue and
ved-paints: mixed together to produce purple,
vould not be certain that the pallet an which

- thefe colours were mixed, the fpatyla with ‘
which they were tempered, were not neceffary
dircumftances. In many cafes the veflels i
which things are niixed are effential ; thera-
fare, 5 fenfible child woyld repeat the experi-
ment exaftly in the fame manner in which he
had feen it fucceed. Thisexalmefs fhould not be
fuffered. to become indolent imitation, or fuperr
flitioys adherence to particular forms. Children
‘fhould be excited to add or dedu&t particulars
in trying experinie_nts, and to obferve the effefls
in thefe changes. In ¢ Chemiftry,”. and
¢ Mechanics,” we have pointed oyt a yariety

* Y. Stewart. -
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_ of occypations, in  which the judgment of
clnldren may be ¢xercifed upon the 1mmedutg.
obJe&s of their fenfes. '
o It is -natoral; g_erhaps, that . we fhould
-expefl owr pupils to thew furprife at thole
things, ‘which excite furprize in' our mindsy
but we fhould confider, that almoft svery
thing is new to children, ‘and therefore thene
-is fcarcely any gradation in their aftonifhmest.
- A child of three or four years old wonld be as
-tauch .amwfed, and, . probably, as. much fur-
prifed, by feeing a paper kite fly, as he-could
bé by beholding the afcentof a balloon. We
‘foould mok attribute this o finpidity or want of
judgment, .but fimply to ignecance.

" A few dalys ago We—ew— {three years dld),
who was leamning ‘his lesters, .was let to fow an
0.n the gqrdgn with muftard feed. Wereriowe
'was much pleafed with the’ operation. : When
the green plants appeased above “ground, it
was expetted that W~ would be muoh
furprifed at fecing the exa&t fhape of hiso.

_.XHe was.taken to look .at it ; but he thewed no
{urprize, nofort of emotion.
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.. We have advifed, that the judgment of chil-
‘dren fhould be -exércifed upon -the objeits of
' their fenfes. It is fcarcely poflible, that they .
!fhvould téafon upen the fubje@s which are
Josfietitnes propofed to them ; with refpeét to
ewfanners and fociety, they have had no expe-
\giexe, confequently they can form no judg-
sments. By imprudently endeavouring t turh
.sheattention of children to converfation that'is
cunfaibed: to them;. people may give the appear-
-ance'of early imtelligerice, aud a certain teadi-
Lyiefo of repaxtee and fluency of expreffion; byt
‘iHefe.ave ‘trinfient advantages. Smiart, witly
lchiklren amiifeg!theréifc]éf for a few hours; and
are f(;rgottm; and we may obferve, that almoft
J/all. children .whe are-praifed and admited for
-dprightlined} -and -wit; . réafon’ abfirdly, - and
~eentinue igrorant, .. Wit and judgment depend
1upofi different and oppéfite habits of the mind.
»:Witifearches for: rémote refemblances between
;jobjacts o thoughts apparently difimilar. Jadg-
~mgdt, compares the. ebje&ts placed before it,
«inprder to find aut their differences rather than
their refemblances: . The compatifons- of jpdg-



“AVIT AND JUDGMENT. 209

ment may be flow ; thofe of wit muft be rapid.
The fame power of attention in children may
produce either wit orjud'gmefzt. Parents muft
~ decide in which faculty, or rather, in which
of thefe habits of the mind, they with their
pupils to excel; and they muft conduét their
education accordingly. Thofe who are defirous
to make their pupils witty, muft facrifice fome
portion of their judgment to the acquifition of
the talent for wit ; they muft allow their chil- -
dren to talk frequently at random. Amongft
" a multitude of hazarded obfervations a happy
hit is now and then made : for thefe happy hits
children who are to be made wits fhould be
praifed ; and they muft acquire fufficient cou-
rage to {peak from a curfory view of things ;
therefore tl'le miftakes they make from fuper-
ficial examination muft not be pointed out to
them ; their attention muft be turned to the
comic, rather than to the ferious fide of ob-
je&ts ; they muﬁ. ftudy the different mear;ings
and powers of words ; they fhould hear witty

* - converfation, read epigrams, and comedies :

* and in all company they fhould be exercifed
Voo III. P
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before numbers in {mart dialogue and' re-
partee. :

When we mention the methods of educat-
ing a child to be witty, we at the fame time
point out the dangers of this education: and

it is but juft to warn parents agsinft ex-

pedling inconfiftent qualities from their pupils;
Thofe who fteadily prefer the folid advantages
of judgment, to the tranfient brilliancy of wit,
fhould not be martified when they fee their
children, perhaps,‘.deﬁc‘icnt at nine or ten years

~ old in the fhowy talents for general converfa-

tion ; they muft bear td fee their pupils appear .

. flow; they muft bear the contraft of flippant

gaiety and fober fimplicity ; they muft purfue -
exallly an oppofite: courfe to that which has
been recommended for the education of wits H
they muft never praife their pupils for hazard-
ing obfervations ; they muft cautioufly point out
any miftakes that are made from a precipitate
furvey of obje&s; they fhould not harden their
pupils againft that feeling of fhame, wlhich
zrifes in the mind from the perception of hav-
mg uttered an abfurdxty ; they fhiould -never
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encourage their pupils to play upon words; and
their admiration of wit thould never be vehe-
mently or enthufiaftically expreflfed. -

" 'We fhall - give a few examples to convince
parents, that children, whofe reafoning powers
have been cultivated, are rather flow in' com-
prehending and in admiring wit. They require -
to have it explained, they want to fettle the
exall juftice and morality of the repartee, be-
fore they will admire it. E :

(November 20th, 1795.) To day at dinnet -
the converfation happened to turn upon wit.

‘Somebody. mentioned -the well known reply of -

the hackney coachman to Pope. S——, a boy
of nine years old, liftened attentively, but did .

“not feem to underftand it, his father endea-

voured to explain it to him. “P?pe was 2

. ¢ little ill made@eedn ; his favourite exclama-’

« tion was, ¢ God mend me !" Now, when he
« was in a paffion with the hackney coachman,
¢ he cried as ufual, *God mend me!’ < Mend-
« you, Sir,’ faid the coachman: °it would be
« eafier to make a‘new one.’” Do you under-
« ftand this now, S—m=— "

P2 -
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Se— looked dull upon it, and, after.fome
minutes confideration, faid, “ Yes, Pope was
% ill made ; the man meant it would be better
“ to make a new one than to mend him.”
Seie did not yet feem to tafte the wit; he
took the an{wer literally, and under&ood it
foberly. '

Immediately afterwards, the officer’s famous
reply to Pope was told to S«u——. About ten-
days after this converfation, S--— faid to his
fifter, «] wonder, M——, that people don't
oftener “laugh at crooked people: like ‘the

- officer who' called Pope a note of interfoga-,
¢ tion.”

M, « It would be ill natured to laugh
“ atthem.” :

. Sepmome. «But you all pranfed that man for
« faying that about Pope, . 'Y‘ dxd not thmk-
* him ill natured” ' :

‘Mr. « No, becaufe Pope had been-

_“ impertinent t6 him.” .. g

¥ PRI

—_—

s,-_-‘ ) .66 .HOW ?” B ..
" Mo,  “ Don't you remember, that
“ ?vhen the officer faid that a note of interro-
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"‘/gation would make the paﬂ'a_gé clear, Pope
¢ turned round, and looking at him with great
¢ contempt, afked if he knew whata note of
“ interrogation was?"” ‘
- Sew———. ¢« Yes, I remember that; but I
« do not think that was very imtpertinent, be-
“caufe Pope might not know Whether the
- man knew it qr not.” :

Mr. ——. «Very true; but then you
“ fee, that Pope took it for granted that the
« officer was extremely ignorant ; a boy who

« s juft learning to read knows whata note of

“ interrogation is.”’ ‘
(thoughtfully). ¢ Yes, it was rude

“ of Pope; but then the man was an officer,

“and therefore, it was very likely that he
 might be xgnorant you know you faid that
“« officers were often very ignorant.” '

Mr.
“ Young men, I told you, who are tired of
* books, and ambitions ef a red coat, often
¢ go into the army to fave themfelves the trou-
+ ¢ble of acquiring the knowleage neceflary for
« other profeffions. A man cannot be a good

Ps3

. « Ifaid often ; but not akvays.

7
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« lawyer, or a good phyfician, without having
« acquired a great deal of knowledge ; but an
« officer need have little kriowledge to know
“how to ftand to be fhot at. But thbugh it
« may be true in general that officers are often
« ignorant, it is not neceffary that they thould,
“befo; amanin a red coat may have as
« much knowledge as a man in a black, or a
« blue ofte } therefore no fenfible perfon fhould
“ decide that a man is 1gnorant merely becaufe
¢« he is an oﬁ‘icer, as Pope did.”

S «No to be fure. I undgrﬁand
“« now.” ' |

Ma——., <« But I thought S-—-—, you
< underftood this before.”

Mr. é He is. very right not to let
« it pafs without ﬁhderftanding it thoroughly.
« You are very right, S—, not to fwallow
* <« things whole ; chew them well.”

- S———— looked 3s if he was ftill chewing.

M——. « What are you thinking of,
€S
- S——. «Of the man’s laughmg at Pope

« for bemg crooked SO
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Mr. ——. - «If Pope had not faid any thing
“.rude to that man, the man would have done
«.very wrong to have laughed at him. If the
« officer had walked into a coffee-houfe, and
“pointing at Pope, had fa;id,* ¢ there’s a little
« crooked thing like a note of interrogation,’
« people might have been pleafed with his wit
“in f{eeing that refemblance, but they would
¢« have difliked his ill nature ; and thofe who
“knew Mr. Pope would probable have an<
s fwered, Yes, Sir, -but that crooked little man
% is one of the moft witty men in England ; he

~ “ isthe great poet, Mr. Pope.” But when Mr.

—— o _a

¢ Pope had infulted the officer the cafe was
«altered. Now, if the officer had fimply an-
« fwered, when he was afked what a note of |
¢ interrogation was, ‘a little crooked thing ;’
s¢ and if he had looked at Pope from head to
“foot as he fpake thefe words, every body’s
¢« attention would pave been turned upon
« Pope’s figure; but then the officer would
¢ have reproached him only for his perfonal
s defeéts ; but by faying, ‘a little crooked
A thing that qfks queftions, the officer repraved
P4
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“ Pope for his impertinence. Pope had juft
«afked him a queftion, and every body per-
« ceived the double application of the anfwer.
« Jt was an exa&t defcription of a note of inter-
« rogation, and of Mr. Pope. It is this fort -
“of partial refemblance quickly pointed out
¢ between things, which at firft appear very
« unlike, that furprifes and pleafes people, and
< they call it wit.”

How difficult it is to explain wit to a child |
~ and how much more difficult to fix its value
and morality! About a month after this con-
verfation had ‘paﬂ'ed, S— x_'eturned to the
charge: his mind had not been completely
fettled about wit. '

(January 9th, 1796.) “So, S——- you dont
* yet underftand wit, Ifee,” faid M—— to
him, when he looked very grave at fomething
that was faid to him in jeft. S—— immedi-
ately atked, « What is wit ?”

‘M—— anfwered (laughing), ¢« Wit is the

«folly of grown up people.”

.

\

Mr. ——. “How can you give the boy
fuch an anfwer! Come to me, my dear;
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# and I'll try if I can give you a better. There
« are two kinds of wit, one which'de;;ends upon
« words, and another which depends upon
« thoughts. I will give you an inftance of wit
¢ depending upon words :
¢ Hear yonder beggar; how he cries
¢¢ I am fo lame, I cannot rife !
¢¢ If he tells truth, he lies.”
¢ Do you underftand that "
S——. <« No! If he tells truth he lies!
- ¢« No, he can’t both tell truth and tell a lie at
¢ the fame time ; that’s impoffible.”
Mr. . “ Then there is fomething in the,
« words which you don’t “underftand : in the
« comman fenfe of the words they contradift
« each other; but tr}" if you can find out
¢ any uncommon fenfe, anj word which can
¢ be underftood in two fenfes.”
S—— muttered the words, « if he tells truth
« he lies,” and looked indignant, but prefently
faid, ¢ Oh, now I underftand’; the beggar was
« lying down ; he lies, means he lies down, not
" ¢ he tells a lie.”

The perceptios of the double meaning of the

/
’
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words did not feem to pleafe this boy; on the’
. contrary, it feemed to provoke him, and he’

 appeared to think that he had wafted his time
upon the difcovery. B
Mr. . < Now I will give you an inftance

“ of wit that depends upon the ideas rather

.+ “than on the words. A man of very bad cha-
¢ ralter had told falfehoods of another, who'

¢ then made thefe two lines:

« Lie on, whilf my revenge fhall be,
¢ To tell the very truth of thee.”

_ S—— approved of this imxﬁediately, and
heartily, and recolletted the only epigram he
‘knew by rote, one which he had heard in con-

verfation two or three months before this time. .

It was made upon a tall ftupid man, who had
challenged another to make an epigram ex-
tempore upon him. . :

¢ Unlike to Robinfon fhall be my fong ;
€ It fhall be witty, and it fhan’t be long.”

At tﬁe time S—— firft heard this epigram,
he had been as flow in comprehending it as
poflible ; ‘but after it had’ been thoroughly ex-
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plained, it pleafed him, and remained fixed in
his memory.
M:r.

tained wit both in words and in ideas; and he

obferved, that this epigram con-

gave S—— one other example. ¢ There were
« two contractors ; I mean people who make a
¢ bargain with government, or with thofe who
« govern the country, to fupply them with
'« certain things at a certain price ; there were
« two contraltors, one of whom was employed
« to fupply government with corn, the other
« agreed to fupply government with rum.
« Now, you know, corn may be called grain,
% and rum may be called fpirit. Both thefe
« contraftors cheated in their bargain; both
¢ their names were the fame ; and the follow-"
“ ing epigram was made on them.
¢ Both of 2 name, lo! two contraéors come;
¢¢ One cheats in corn, and t’other cheats in rum,
. ¢ Which is the greater, if you can, explain,
“¢ A rogue in fpirit, or a rogue in grain?”’
, “ has another

« fenfe, you know-—will, intention, foul; he

« Spirit,” continued Mr.

« has the fpirit of a rogue ; fhe has the fpirit of »
% contradition. And grain has alfo another.
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“ meaning ; the grain ofthis table, the grain of
* your coat. ' Dyed in grain, means dyed into
« the fubftance of the nraterial fo that the dye
“can’t be wathed out. A rogue in grain,
* means a man whofe habit of cheating is fixed
«in his m¥nd : and it is difficult to determine
« which is the worff, a man who has the with,
« or a-man who has the habit of doing wrong.
¢ At firft it feems as if you were only afked
« which was the worft, to cheat in felling grain,
« or in felling {pirit; but the concealed mean-
“ ing makes the queftion both fenfe and wit.”

Thefe detailed examples we fear may appear.

tirefome ; but we know not how without them

to explain ourfelves fully. We fhould add for

the confolation of thofe who admire wit, and

we are amongft the gumber ourfelves, that it is
' x'nuéfx more likely that wit fhould be engrafted
‘upon judgment, than that judgment fhould be
engrafted upon wit.

We hope that we have, in the chaP‘ter on
" books, fully explained the danger of accuftom-
ing children to read ‘what they do not under-
~ ftand. Poetry they cannot early compreheng,

-
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and even if they do underftand it, they cannot
improve their reafoning faculty by poetic ftudies.
The analogies of poetry and of reafoning are
very different. ¢ The mufe,” fays an excel-
lent ju«fge upoh this fubjeét, « would make
“ but an indifferent {chool-miftrefs.® We in-

clude under the head poetry all books in which .

declamation and eloquence are fubftituted for
reafoning. We fhould accuftom our pupils.to,
judge frily of the reafoning which they meet
with in books; no names of high authority
fhould ever preclude an author’s arguments. from }
cxammatlon : |

The fo}lowmg paffage from St. Pierre’ sEtudes '
de la Nature was read to two boys: H—,
{4- years old ; S——, 10 years old.

« Hurtful infeéts prefent (the fame) oppo-
« fitions and figns of deftrution; the gnat,
« thirfty of human blood, announces himfeif te
“ our fight by the white fpots with which his
« brown body is fpeckled; and by the thrill
« found of his wings, which interrupts the calm

e of the groves, he announces himfelf to our

% ear as well as to our eye. The carnivotous



29300/ .CCPRACTICAL EDUCATION.

« wafp is ftreaked like the tiger, with bands of

« black over a yellow ground.”
H-——— and 5—— both at once exclaimed;

_that thefe fpots in the gnat, dnd fireaks in the -

wafp, had nothing to do with their ftinging us.
L. The buzzing of the gnat,” faid 88—y
"« would, I think, be a very agreeable found to
« us, if we did not know that the gnat would
¢ fting, and that it was ¢oming near us; and,
s as to the wafp, I remember flopping one day
% upon the flairs to look at the beautiful black
¢ and yellow body of a wafp. I did not think
< of danger, nor of it’s ftinging me then, and
« T did not know that it .was like. the tiger.
s After I had been ftung by a wafp, Idid not
« think a wafp fuch a beautiful animal. I
% think it is very often from our ‘knowing that

« animals can hurt us, that we think them ugly. .

« We might as well fay,” ‘continued S——,
pointing to a crocus which was near him, « wé
« might as well fay, that a man who has a yel-
< low face has the fame difpofition as'that cro-
« cus, or that the crocus is in every thing like
* the man, becaufe it is yellow.” .



WIT AND JUDGMENT. 223
Cicero's « curious confolation for deafnefs"”
is properly naticed by Mr. Hume. It'wasread
to S——— a few days ago, to try whether he
could detett the fophiftry: he was not previ-
gufly told what was thought of it by others.
.« How many languages are there,” fays Ci-
cero, “ which you do not underftand! The Pu-
“ pic, Spanith, Gallic, Egyptian, &c. With
« regard to all thefe you are as if you were deaf,
« and yet you are indifferent about the matter, -
. ¢¢ Is it then fo great a misfortune to be deaf to
« ope language more?”
¢ ] don’t think,” ,fald, Se—oee, € @hat was
¢ at.all a good way to confole the man, becaufe
« it was putting him in mind that he was more
¢ deaf than he thought he was. He did not
¢ think of thofe langﬁages, perhaps, till he was
“ put in mind that he could not hear them.”
In ftating any queftion (o a child, 'we fhould
avbi,dt letting our own' opinion be knawn, left
we Jead or intimidate his mind: We fhould
alfo avoid all appearance of anxiety, all impa-
tience for the anfwer ; our pupnl’s mind fhould
be in a calm flate when he i5 to judge: if we
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turn his fympathetic attention to our hopes and
fears, we agitate him, and he will judge by our
<countenances rather than by comparing the ob-
; je&s'or propofitions which are laid before him.
' Some people, in arguing with children, teach
them to be iiiﬁngenuous by the uncandid man-,
mer in which they proceed ; they thow a-defire
for viCtory rather than for truth; they ftate the
arguments only on their own fide of the quef:
tion, and they will not allow the force of thofe
which are br;)ught.againft them. Children are
thus piqued, inftead of being convinced, and
in their turn they become zealots in fupport of
their own opiniens ; they hunt only- for érgu-
ments in their own favour, and théy are morti-
‘fied when a good reafon is brought on the op-
“pofite fide of the queftion to that on which they'
| bhappen to have enlifted. To prevént this we
fhould never argue, or fuffer others to argue for
vitory with our pupils; we fhould not praife
them for their clevernefs in finding out argu-
ments in fuppoit of their own opinion ; but we
fhould praife their candour and good fenfe when
they perceive and acknowledge thé force of

L4
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their opponent’s arguments. They fhould not
be exercifed as advocates, but as judges; they
fhould be encouragcd to keep their minds im-
_ partial, to fum up the reafons which they have
heard, and to form their opinion. from thefe
without regard to what they may have originally
afferted. We fhould never triumph over chil-
dren for changing their opinion. ¢ I thought
“ you were on my fide of the queftion; or, I ’
% thought you were on the other fide of the
« queftion juft now !” is fometimes tauntingly
faid to an mgenuous child, who- changes his
opinion when he hears a new argument. You
think it a proof of his- want of judgment, that
he changes his opiﬁion. Do you think it a
proof that your fcales are bad, becaufe they vi-
brate with every additional weight that is added
to either fide ? '

Idle people fometimes amufe themfelves with
trying the judgment of children, by telliné them
improbable, /ei’;travagant ftories, and then afk
the fimple liftenérs whether they believe what -
has been told them. The readinefs of belief in -
children will always be proportioned to their

Yor. IIL." Q
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expefience of the veracity of thofe with whom
they converfe ; confequently children, who live
with thofe who fpeak truth to them, will fearce-
ly ever be inclined to doubt the veracity of
ftrangers. Such trials of the judgment of our
pupilé fhould never be permitted. Why thould
~ the example of lying be fet before the honeft
" minds of children, who are far from filly when

. they fhew fimplicity ? They guide themfelves

by the beft rules, by which even a philofopher
in fimilar circumftances could guide himfelf.
The things afferted are extraordinary, but the
children believe them, becaufe they have never
had any experience of the falfehood of human
te{hmony .
- The Socratic mode of reafomng is frequently
praétifed upon childreri. People arrange quef-
tions artfully, fo as to bring them to whatever
conclufion they pleafe. In this mode of reafon-
. ing much depends upon getting the firft move ;.
 the child has very little chance of having it, his

pfecepto:; ufually begins firft with a peremptory
* voice, “ Now anfwer me this queftion ?” The
pupil, who knows that the interrogatories aze
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put with a defign to entrap him, is immediately
alarmed; and inftead of giving a dire€t candid
anfwer to the’ queﬁibb, is always looking for-
ward to the poffible confequences of his reply; °
or he is confidering how he may evade the fnare
that is laid for him. Under thefé circumftances
" he is in imminent danger of learning the fhuf-
fling habits of cunning ; he has little chance of
learning the nature of open, manly inveftiga-
tion. B
Preceptors, who imagine that it is neceffary
to put on very grave faces, and to ufe much
- learned apparatus in teaching the art of reafon-
ing, are not nearly fo likely to fucceed as thofe
are, who have the happy art of encouraging
children to lay open their minds freely, and
who can make every pleafing trifle an exercife
for the underﬁ'anding. If it be playfully pointed
out to a child that he reafons i, he {miles and
corre&ts himfelf; but you run the hazard of
making him pofitive in error, if you reprove or
ridicule him with feverity. It is better to feize
the fubjeéls that accidentally arife in converfa-
.Q2 .
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3

tion, than forma]ly to prepare fubjels for dif-
cuffion.

« The king’s ftag hounds,” (fays Mr. White
of Selborne, in his entertaining obfervations on
.quadrupeds¥*,) the king’s ftag hounds ¢« came
« dowri to Alton, attended by a huntfmanand fix
« yeoman prickers with horns, to try for the ftag
« that has haunted Hartley-wood and its envi-
« rons for fo long a time. Many hundreds of
< people, horfe and foot, attended the dogs to
« fee the deer unharboured ; but though the’
 huntfman drew Hartley-wood, and Long-
“ coppice, .and Shrub-wood, and Temple-hang-
« ers, and in their way back, 'Hartley, and
¢« Ward-le-ham-hangers, yet no ftag could be
« found.

« The royal pack, accufiomed to have - the
<< deer turned out before them, never drew the
“ coverts with any aa’drefc and fpirit,” &ec.

Children, who are accuftomed to have the
game ftarted and turned out before them by their

* A Naturalift's Calendar by the late Rev. Gilbert

White, M. A. publithed by Dr. Aikin, pnntcd for B,
and J- White, Fleet-Strect
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preceptors, may pethaps, like the royal pack, |
 lofe their wonted addrefs and {pirit, and may
be difgracefully af a fault in the iaublic chace.
Preceptors fhould not help their pupils, out in
.ar'gumenf, they fhould excite them to explain
and fupport their own obfervations. _
Many ladies fhew in' general converfation the
powers of eafy raillery joihed to reafoning, un-
incumbered with pedantry. If they would
employ thefe talents in the education of their
children, they would probably be as well re-
paid for their exertions, as they can poffibly be
© by tﬁe polite, but tranfient applaufe, of the
vifitors to whom théy ufually devote theirpowers ‘
of ent'értaining,- A little praife or blame, a
. {mile from a mother, or a frown, a moment’s
attention, or a look of cold negle&t, have the
happy; or the fatal -power of repreffing or of
exciting the energy of a child, of direfing his
underftanding to ufeful: or:pernicious purpofes.
Scarcely a day paffes in which children do not
make fome attempt to reafon about the little
events which intereft them, and upon thefe oc-
cafions a mother, who joins in converfation

. Qs
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wit‘h her children, may infiru¢t them in the art
of reafoning without the parade of logical dif-
quifitions. '

Mr. Locke has done mankind an effential
fervice, by the candid manner in which he has
fpoken of fome of the learned forms of arg\lxmen-
tation. A great proportion of fociety, he.ob-"
ferves, are inacquainted with thefe forms, and
have never heard the name of Ariftotle; yet
without the aid of {yllogifms, they can reafon
fufficiently well for all the ufeful purpofes of
life, often much better than thofe who have
been difciplined in the fchools. It would indeed
“ be putting one man fadly over the head of
« another,” to confine the reafoning faculty to
the difciples of Ariftotle, to any feét or fyftem,
or to any forms of difputation. MTr. Locke has
very clearly fhewn, - that fyllogifms do not aflift
the mind in the perception of the agreement. or
difagreement of -ideas; but, on the contrary;
* that they invert the natural order in which the
© thoughts fhould be placed, and in which they
muft be'placed, before we can draw a juft con-
.~ clufion, To children who are not familiarifed
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with fcholaftic terms, the found of harfh words,
and -quaint language, unlike any thing that
they hear in common converfation, is alone
fufficient to alarm their imagifx:}tion with fome
confufed apprehenfion of difficulty. In this
flate of alarm they .are feldom fufficiently maf-
ters of themfelves, either to deny or to acknow-
ledge an adept’s major, minar, or conclufion,
Even thofe who are moft expert in fyllogiftical
reafoning do not often apply it to the common
affairs of life; in which reafoning is juft as much
wanted as it is in the abftra&t queftions of phi-
lofophy : and many argue, and condu them-
felves with great prudence Xd precifion, who

mig}xt, perhaps, be caught the horns of a

dilemma, or who would infallibly fall viGims to

the croeodile.

Young people thould not be iénorant,’ how-
ever, of thefe boafted forms of argumentation;’

and it may, as they advance in the knowledge

‘of words, be a ufeful exercife to refift the at- -

tacks of fophiftry. As defenfive weapons, it is
neceflary, that young people fhould bave the
command of logical terms ; as offenfive wea-

Q4
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pons, no ingenuous perfon would wifh to teach
a child to employ them. They fhould knaw
the evolutions, and be able to perform the ex-
ercife of a logician, according to the cuftom of -
the times, according to the ufage of different
nations ; but they fhould not attach any undue
‘importance to this technical art: nor fhould
they truft to it in the day of battle. _ ”

We have feen fyllogifms, crocodiles, enthi-
memas, forites, &c. explained and tried upon
a boy of nine or ten years old. in’ playful con.
verfation, fo that he became accuftomed to the
terms without learning to be pedantic in the
abufe of them ; and his quicknefs in reafoningv
- was increafed by exercife in detefting puerile
fophifms: fuch as that of the Cretans—Gorgias
-and his bargain about the winning of his firft
~ caufe, In the following forites * of Themif-
tocles—< My fon commands his mother; his
¢ mother commands me ;5 I command the Athe-
- ¢ nians; the Athenians command Greece
« Greece commands Europe ; Europe cofn.

. * V. Deinology ; where there are many entertaining ex- -
amples of the figures of rhetoric,

A}
i
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« mands the whole earth; therefore my fon
« commands ' the whole earth”—the f{ophifm
depends upon the inaccurate ufe of the word
commands, which is employed in different
{enfes in the different propofitions. This error
was without difficulty detefted by S——at ten

years old ; and we make no doubt that any

unprejudiced boy of the fame age would imme- -

diately point out the fallacy without hefitation ;
but we do not feel quite fure that' a boy exer-
cifed in logxc, who had been taught to admire
and reverence the ancient ﬁgures of rhetoric,
would with equal readmefs detett the fophifm.

Perhaps it may feem furprifing, that the fame
boy, who judged fo well of this forites of
Themiftocles, fhould a few months before have
been eafily entrapped by the following fimple
dilemma.’ ' :
M——. <« We fhould avoid what gives us

Ty

‘ - N
~ S—. “Yesto be fure.”
M——. « Whatever burns us gives us

_ pain,
S, ¢ Yes, that it does!”

”»
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M—-. « We fhould then aveid whatever
burns us.’ \

To this ‘conclafion S—— heartlly aﬂ'ented
for he had but juft recovered from the pain of a
burn. - ‘ v

M——. < Fire burns us.”

S——. < Yes, Iknow that.”

M——. <« We thould then avoid ﬁre

Se=—. <« Yes.”

This hafty yes was extorted from the boy by
the mode of interrogatory; but he foon per-
‘ceived his miftake. e

M——: " «We fhould avoid'fire. What
« when we are very cold ?” |

Se——. « Oh, noj; I th_eant to fay, thatwe
“ fhould avoid a ceftain degree of fire. We
“ fhould not go ¢0o near -the fire, We fhould
“ not go/ﬁ near as to burn ourfelves.”

Children who have but little experience fre-
qtienfly admit affertions to be true in ge'x')era'l,;
which are only true in - particular inftances.
* and this is often attributed fo their want of judg-
ment: it fhould be attributed to their want of
expesionce. - Experience, and nothing elfe, .

L ]
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can retify thefe miftakes: if we attempt to
corre&t them by words, we fhall merely teach
our pupils to argue about terms, not to reafon.
Some of the queftions and .themes which are
given to boys may afford us inftances of this in=
judicious education. < Is e]oql\lence advanta-
geous, or hurtful to a ftate?” What a vaft
range of ideas, what variety of experience in
men and things thculd a perfon poflefs, who is
to difcufs this queftion! Yet it is often dif-
cuffed by unfortunate fcholars of eleven or
twelve years old. ¢« What is the greateft good:”
The anfwer expefted by a preceptor to this

"queftion obvioufly is, virtue ; and, if a boy can

in decent language write a page or two about
pleafure’s being a tranfient, and virtue’s being
a permanent good, his mafter flatters himfelf
that he has early taught him to rcafon philefo-
phically. But what ideas does the youth annex
to the words pleafure and virtue? Or does he

‘annex any? If he annex no idea to the words,

he is merely talking about founds.

.+ All reafoning ultimately refers to matters of -

fa&t; to judge whether any picce of reafoning
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be within the comprehenfion of a child, we
muft confider whether the fadts to .which it re-
fers are within his experience. The more we
increafe his knowledge of fals, the more we
+ fhould exercifé him in reafoning upon them ;
but we fhould teach him to examine carefully
‘before he admits any thing to be a fa&, or
any aflertion to be true. Experiment, as
to fubftances, is the teft of truth; and atten-
tion to his own feelings, as to matters of
feeling. Comparifon of the evidence of others
with the general laws of nature, which he has
learned from his own obfervation, is another
mode of obtaining an accurate knowledge of .
facts. M. Condillac, in his Art of Reafomng,

mam’tams, that the evidente of reafon depends

folely upon our perception of the wdentity, or,

to ufe a lefs formidable word, famenefs, of one

propofition with z‘mother‘ “« A demonﬁr’atio’n,

~ he fays, < is’ only a chain' of propoﬂtlons, in

« which the fame ideas paffing from one to the
¢ other differ only becaufe they are differently

. exprefled; the” evidence of any reafoning

L4

« copfifts folely in its identity.”
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M. Condillac * exemplifies this doirine by
tranflating this propofition, « The méafur¢ of
' -« every triangle is the produt of its height by
< half its bafe,” into felf-evident, or, as he calls
them, identicai propofitions. | The whole ulti-
mately referring to the ideas which we have
obtained by our fenfes of a triangle ; of its bafe,
of meafure, height, and number. If a child
had notApreviouﬂy acquired any one of thefe
- ideas, it would be in vain to explain ore term
by another, or to tranflate one phrafe or propo-
fition into anather ; they might be jdentical, but
they would not be felf-evident ‘propoﬁtions' to
the pupil ; and no conclufion, except what re-
lates merely to words, could be formed from
fuch reafoning. The moral which we fthould
- draw from Condillac’s obfervations for Pra&i-
cal Educafion muft be, that clear ideas fhould
firft be acquired by the exercife of the fenfes;
%and that afterwards, when we reafon about

* Une demonﬁratxon eft donc une fuite de propofitions,
oil. les mémes idées paﬂ'ant de Y'uné i l'autre, ne différent
que parce qu'elles font énoncées différemment; et levn
deace d'un raifonnement confifte umquement dans llden-
tité. V. Art de Raifonper, p.2. -~ - . 4
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things in words, we fhould ufe few and accu-
rate terms, that we may have as litte trouble
_as poffible in changing or tranflating éne phrafe
or propofition into another. '
Children, if they are not overawed by autho-
rity, if they are encouraged in the habit of ob-
ferving their own fenfations, and if they are
taught precifion in the ufe of the words by which
they defcribe them, will probably reafon accu-
rately where their own feelings are concerned.
In appreciating the teftimony of others, and
in judging of chances and probability, we muft
~ not expett our pupils to proceed very rapidly.
There is more danger that they fhould over- -
rate, than that they fhould undervalue the evi-
dence of others; becaufe, as we formerly fiat-
ed, we take it for granted, t,hat.they have had
Little experience of falfehood. We fhould, to
i)referve them from i:redulify, excite them, in
all cafes where it can be obtained, never toreft
fatisfied without the firongeft fﬁecie.s of evi-
_ dence, that of their own fenfes. If a child
fays, « T am fure of fuch a thing,” we fhould
;mimediately examine into his reafons for be~
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lieving it. - « Mr. A. or Mr. B. told me fo,” is
not a fufficient caufe of belief, unlefs the child
has had long experience of A, and B.’s truth
. and accui'acy 5 "andl, at all events,' the indolent
habit of relying upon the affertions of others,
inftead of verifying them, fhould not be in-
dulged. A
It would be wafte of time to repeat thofe exs
periments, of the truth of which the uniform
‘experience of our lives has convinced us; we
run no hazard, for inftance, in i)elieving:any

| one whoﬁmp]y afferts, that they have feen an
apple fall from a tree ; this affertion agrees wi'th ‘
the great natural law of gravilj,.or, in other
‘words, with the uniform éxperience of mam
kind : but.if any body told us, that they had
feen an apple hanging felf-poifed in the air, we
fhould reafonably fufpci&v the truth of their ab-
fervation, or of their evidepce. This is the
firft rule which we can moft readily teach aur
pupils in judging of evidence. We are not
fpeaking of children from four to fix years <ld,
for every thing is almoft equally extraordinary
to them; but when children are about ten or

/
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eleven, they have acquired a f{ufficient variety
of fafts to form comparifons, and to judge to a
certain degree of the probability of any new
fa&t that is related. In reading and in conver-
fation we fhould now exetcife them in forming
judgments, where we know that they have the
means of com’parifon. * Do you believe fuch
« a thing to be true? and why do you believe
« it? Can you account for fuch a thing " are
queftions we fhould often afk at this period of
their education. On hearing extraofdinary falts
fome children will not be fatisfied with vague
affertions, others content themfelves with fay-
ing, « It is fo, I read it in a book.” We
thould have little hopes of thofe who fwallow
every' thing they read in a book ; we are always
pleafed to fee a child hefitate and doubt, and
require pofitive I;roof before he believes. The
tafte for the marvellous is ftrong in ignorant
minds, the wifh'to account for every new ap-
pearance charalterifes the cultivated pupil.

. A lady told a boy of nine years old (S——y)
the following ftory, which fhe had juft met
with in « The Curiofitles of Literature.” An
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ofhicer, Vi;ilo was confined in the Baﬁille,‘ ufed
to amufe himfelf by playing on the flute: one
day he obferved; thait anumber of {piders canie
down from their webs, and hung round him as
if liftening to his mufic ; a number of mice alfo
came from their holes, and retited as foon as
he flopped. The officet had a great diflike to
mice ; he procured a cat from the keeper of
the prifon, and when the mice wefe entranced
by :his mufic, he let the cat out amongft- them,

- 8—~— was much difpleafed by this man’s
treacherous conduék towards the poor mice, and.
his indignation for fome moments fufpended his
reafbning facuity ; but, when S—— had fuf-
ficiently expreffed his indignation againft the
oﬁicer in the affair of the mice, he began to
queftion the truth of the flory; and he faid;
that he did not think it was certain, that the
mice and fpiders came to liften to the mufic.
¢« I do not know about the mice,” faid he,
¢ but I think, perhaps, when the officer played
~ % upon the flute, he fet the air in motion, and
#¢ fhook the cobwebs, fo as to difturb the fpis
““ders.” We do not, nor did the child think,
You. 111, R ' |
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that this was a fatisfatory account of the
matter, but we mention it as an inftance of the

Jove of inveftigation, which we with to encou- -

rage.

" “The difficulty of judging conceming the truth
of evidence increafes, when we take moral
caufes into the account. If we had any fuf-
picion, that a man who told us that he had feen
an apple fall from a tree, had himfelf pulled the
apple down and ftolen it, we fhould fet the
probability of his telling a falfehood, and his

motive for doing fo, againft his evidence; and -

- though, according to the natural phyfical courfs
of things, there would be no improbability in
his ftory, yet there might arife improbability

from his charafter for difhonefty ; and thus we

fhould feel ourfelves in doubt concerning the
fac. But if two people agreed in the fame
teftimony our doubt would vanifh, the difhoneft
man’s doubtful evidence would be corroborated,

and we fhould believe, notwithftanding his ge~

neral charater, in the truth of his affertion in
. this inftance. We could make the matter in-
finitely more complicated, but what has been

v ."' 3» .
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faid will be fufficient to fuggeft to preceptors
the difficulty, which their young and inexperi-

- enced pupils muft feel; in forming judgments
of fa&s where phyfical and moral probabilities
“are in dire€t oppofition to each other.

We wifh that a Writer.equal to fuch a tafk
would write trials for children as exercifes for
their judgment; beginning with the fimpleft,.
and proceeding gradually to more compli-:
cated cafes in-which moral reafoningscan be
ufed. We do not mean, that‘it would be ad-

~ vifable to initiate young readers in the technical
forms of law ; but the general principles of juf-:
tice, upon which all law is founded, might, we
think, be advantageoufly exemplified. Such"
trials would entertain children extremely.
There is a flight attempt at the kind of -
compoﬁﬁon we mean, ina little trial in Even~
ings at Home ; and we have feen children read
it with great avidity. Cyrus’s judgment about:
the two coats, and the ingenious ftory of the
olive merchant’s caufe rejudged by the fenfible -
child in the Arabian Tales, have been found,

- highly interefting to a young audience, ‘

Rz2
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We fhould prefer truth, to filtion; if ':wd
could fele& any in(}ancés from. real life, any
trials“fuited to the capacity of young people,
they would be preferable to any which, the moft
ingenious writer could .invent fqr our ptirpofe,
A gentleman, who has taken his two fons, one
of them ten, and the other fifteen, years.old, toy
hear trials -at his county aflizes, fbnnd,.ﬁy'thé:
account which: the boys gave of what. they had:

heard,  that they had been intetefted; and ithat,

they were capable of underftanding the bufingfs..
Allowance, miuft be made. at firft for the buf:.
tle and noife of; a.public place, and. for the.
Yariety of objééts which diftratt the attentior,
Much of the readinefs of forming judgments.
depends upon the power of difcarding and ob~
litérating from our mind all the fuperflyous.
circumftances ; it may bé ufeful to exercife. OuE.
pupils, by tellig.g them now and then ftories.in -
the confufed manngr jo which they are forne<

times related byt puzzled witnefles ; let them

reduce the heterogeneous circumftances to orx,

der, make a clear ftatement of the cafg for

thc:.mfelveg; and, try if they; can point out the..
: 4
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falts on which the decifion principally refts.
This is not merély education for a lawyer, the
powers of reafoning and judgment, when the}
have been exercifed in this manner, may be
turned to any drt or profeflion. We fhould, if
we were to try the judgméﬁt.of children, ob-
ferve, whether in unufual circumftances they
can apply their former principles, and comparé
‘the new objé&s that are placed before them
without perplexity. We have fometimes fouﬁd,
that on {ubjets entirely new to them, childr.er?;
‘who have been ufed to reafon, can lay afide the
circumftances that are not eflential, and form a
diftint judgment for themfelves, independent-
ly of the opinion of others. '

Laft winter the entertaining life of the cele-
brated mifer Mr. Elwes was read aloud in a
family, in which there were a number of chil-
dren. Mr. Elwes,” ance, as he was walking
home on a dark night, in London, ran againft
a chair pole and bruifed both his fkins, His
friends fent for a furgeon. Elwes was alarmed
at the idea of expence, and he laid the fu.rgeon '
8 wager to the amount of his bill, that the Ieg

Rs
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which he took under his own prote&tion would
get well fooner than that which was put under

" the furgeon’s care ; atthe fame time Mr. Elwes

promifed to put nothing to the leg of which he
took: charge. Mr. Elwes’s favourite leg got
well fooner than that which the furgeon had
undertaken to cure, and Mr. Elwes won his

- wager. In a note upon this tranfafion his

biographer fays, ¢ This wager would have
« been a bubble bet if it had been brought be-
« fore the Jockey-club, becaufe Mr. Elwes,
¢ though he promifed to put nothing to the
¢ leg under his own prbte&ion, took Velnos’
“ vegetable firup during the time of its cure.”

C (a girl of 12 years old,) obferved
when this' anecdote was read, that' < ftill the

 wager was a fair wager, becaufe #e med:-

¢« cine which Mr. Elwe's’took, if it'was of any

“ufe, muft have been of ufe to both legs; :

¢ therefore the furgeon and Mr. Elwes had

" ¢ equal advéntage from'jt.” C—— had never
heard of the Jockey club, nor of bubble bets

before, and fhe ufed the word medicine, be-

caufe fhe forgot the name of Velnos’ vegetable
firup. |

’
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‘We have obferved, that works of criticifm
are unfit for children, and teach them rather to
re-member what others fay of authors, than to
j‘u&ge of the books themfelves impartially ; but, .
when we obje&ted to works of criticifm, we
did not mean to obje& to criticifm ; we think
it an excellent exercife for the judgment, and
we have ourfelves been fo well corretted, and
fo kindly affifted by the obfervations of young
critics, that we cannot_doubt their capacity.
This book has been read to a jury of young
critics, who gave their utmoft attention to it for

. about halfan hour at a fitting, and many amend- |
‘ments have been made from their fuggeftions.
In the chapter on obftinacy, forinftance, when
we were afferting, that children fometimes
forget their old bad habits, and do not confider
thefe as a part of themfelves, there was this
allufion. ' '

“ As the fnake when he cafts his ikin leaves -
« the flough behind him, and winds on his

-~ way in new and beautiful colours.” '

‘The moment this fentence was read, it was
objefted to by the audience. S—~—, who had
R4
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been pondering over the affair in filence, exe
claimed, “ But I think there is a fault in the
¢ allufion ; do not {nakes caft their fkins every
« year? Then thefe new and beautiful colours,
<« which are the good habits, muﬁ be thrown
s afide and forgotten the next time ; but that
< fhould not be.”

' This criticifm appeared conclufive even ta
the author, and the fentence was immediately
expunged.

When young people have acquired a com-
mand of language, we muft be careful left
their fluency and theirready ufe of {ynonymous
expreflions (hbuld leffen the accuracy of their
reafoning. Mr. Horne Tooke has ably fhewn .
the connetion between the ftudy of language
and the art of reafoning. It is not neceﬂ'éry tq
make our pupils profound grammarians, or ety-
mologifts, but attention to the origin, abbre-
viations, and various meanings of words, will
aflit them not only to fpeak, but to think and
argue with preciﬁon.' This is not a ftudy of-
abftraét fpeculation, but of praftical, daily
ptility ; half the difputes, and much of the
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'mifery of the world, originéte and perpetuate
themfelves by the inaccurate ufe of words.
One party ufesa word in this fenfe, the oppofite

" party ufes the fame word in another fenfe ; all

their reafonings appear abfurd to each: other;
and, inftcad of exp!ainﬁng them, they quarrel.
This is not the cafe merely in philofophical dif-
\putes between authors, but it happens conti-
nually in the bufy aftive {cenes of life. Even
whillt we were writing this paﬂ'aé;e, in thq
newf{paper of to-day we met with an inftance,
that is fufficiently ftriking.
« The accufation againft me,"” fays Sir Sidney
Smith, in his excellent letter to Pichegru, ex-
poftulating upon his unmerited confinement,
« brought forward by your juftice of the peace,
€ was, that'_I was the enemy of the ,re'publié;
“ You know, General, that with milifary men
< the word enemy has merely a technical figni-
«¢ fication, without exprefling the leaft chara&e:
« of hatred. You willreadily admit this principle,
¢ the refult of which is, that I ought not to be
« perfecuted for the injury I have been enabled
“ to do whilft I carried arms againft you.”
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Here the argument between two Generals,
one of whom is pleading for his liberty, if not
for his life, turns upon the meaning and con-

. @ruion of a fingle word. Accuracy of reafon-
ing, and fome knowledge of language, may,
it appears, be of effential fervice in all pro-
feffions. )

It is not only neceffary to attend to the exat
meaning which is avowedly affixed to any terms
ufed in argument, but it is alfo ufeful to attend
to the thoughts which are often fuggefted to
the difputants by certain words. Thus, the

words happinefs, and beauty, fuggeft in con-

verfation very different ideas to different men,
and in arguing concerning thefe they could
never come to a conclufion: even perfons who
agree in'the fame definition of a word frequent-
ly do not fufficiently attend to the ideas which
the word fuggefts; to the affociation of thoughts
and emotions which it ‘excites ;’ and, confe-
" .quently, they cannot firi€tly abide by their own
‘definition, nor can they difcover where the error
Kes. We have obferved, that the imagination
is powerfully affe@ted by words that fuggeft
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Iong trains of ideas; our reafonings are influ-
enced in the fame manner, and the elliptical
figures of fpeech are ufed in reafoning as well '
as in poetry.

«t ] would-do fo-and fo, if I were Alexander.” -

<« And fo would I, if I were Parmenid g
i,sé thort r;ap]y, which Muggefts a number of
ideas, and a train of reafoning. To thofe who
cannot fupply the intermediate ideas the an-
fwer would not appear either 'fublime'or rati-
onal. Young people, when they appear to
admire any compreffed reafoning, fhould be
encouraged to thew, that they can fupply the
‘thoughts and reafons that are not exprefled. Vi- .
vacious children will be difgufted, however, if
they are required to detail upon the fubject;
all that is neceflary is, to be fure that they attu-
ally comprehend what they admire.
~ Sometimes a queftion that appears fimple in-
volves the conﬁderétion‘ of others whicl;_ are
difficult. 'Whenever a preceptor cannot go to
the bottom of the bufinefs, he will do wifely to
fay fo at once to his pupil, inftead of attempt-
ing a fuperficial or evafive reply. For inftance,
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if a child was to hear that the Dutch burn and
deftroy quantities of fpice, the produce of their
India iflands, he would probably exprefs fome
furprife, and perhaps fome indignatien. Ifa
preceptor were to fay, ¢ The Dutch have a
* right to do what they pleafe with what is
# their own, and the fpice is their own,” his
pupil would not be fatisfied ; he would proba-
‘bly fay, « Yes, they have a right to do what
« they pleafe with what is their own; but
s¢ why fhould they deftroy What is ufeful?”
The preceptor might anfwer, if he chofe to .
make a foolith anfwer, <« The Dutch follow
« their own intereft in burning the fpice ; they
« fell wHat remains at ahigher price ; the mar-
“ ket would be overitocked if they did not
# burn fome of their fpice.” Even fuppofing
the child to underftand the terms, this would
not be a fatisfaltory anfwer ; nor could one be
given without difcuffing the nature of com-
merce, and the juffice of monopolies. Where
one queftion in this manner involves another,
we fhould poftpone the difcuffion if it cannot
be completely made ; the road may be juﬂ;

/
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pointed.out, and the pupil's curiofity may be
exoited. to future enquiry. It is even better
to be ignorant; than to have fupetficial know:
ledgé, . S - ""..‘,”.:’.‘ . e
. A philofopher, who himfe¥ excelled,in aca
curdcy of reafoning, recommends the-fudy-of
mathematics to improve the acuténief$ and pre:
cifion of the reafoning faculty*. To ftudy any
thing accurately will have an excellent effett
upon the mind, and we may afterwards direct
the judgment to whatever purpofes we pleafe.
Ithas been often remarked, as a reproach upon
men of fcience and literature, that thofe who
judge extremely well of books, and of abftrat
~ philofophical queftions, do not fhew the fame
judgment in the a&tive bufinefs of life ; a man,
undoubtedly, may be a good mathematician, a
good critic, an excellent 'Writer, and may yet
not fhew, or rather not employ, much judg-
ment in his condu& : his powers of reafoning
cannot be deficient, the habit of employing
. thofe powers in cbndu&ing himfelf he fhould
have been taught by early education. Moral

* Locke, On the Condu@ of the Human Underfianding,
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reafoning, and the habit of afting in confe-
quence of theconviftion of judgment, we call
prudence ; a virtue of fo much confequence
to all the other virtues, a virtue of fo much
confequence to -ourfelves and to our friends,
that it {urely merits a whole chapter in Pra&ti-
cal Education,



CHAPTER XXIV,

ON PRUDENCE AND ECONOMY.

»r

VOLTAIRE fays, that the king of Pruffia
always wrote with one kind of enthufiafm,
and afted with another. It often happens,
that men judge with one degree of underftand-
ing, and conduét themfelves with ancther * ;
hence the common place remarks on the differ-
ence between theory and praice ; hence the
obfervation, that it is eafy to be prudent for
~ other people, but extremelyldiﬂicult to be pru-
"® Here lies the mutton eatingking ;

‘Whofe promife none relied on ;

‘Who never faid a foolifh thing,

And never did a wife one.
ErrtarH on Charles. 2d,
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dent for ourfelves. Prudence is a virtue cori«
pounded of judgment and’ refolution: we do
not here fpeak of that nartow fpecies of pru-
dence, which is mere properly called worldly
wifdom ; but we mean-that enlarged, compre-
henfive wifdom, which, after taking a calm
view of the objeéts of happinefs, fteadily prefers
the -greateft ‘portion of felicity: < This is nof a
' felfith virtue, \for, according to our definition,
benevoler;ce, as one of the greateft fources of
oyr pleafures, muft be included-in -the trily
prudent man’s eftimate. T:wo .things .are ne-
c'leﬁ‘ary tomake any perfon prudent, the power
tojudge, and the habit of ating.in confequence:
of his copvi€tion. We have in the pf_eceding
chapter, as far as we were-able, fuggefted the'
heft methods of cqltivating-.~the ‘powers of rea-,
foning. m our pupils; we 'fnﬁﬁs fdow confider,
how-thefe can be-applied immediately to thefr.
cond-u&, and affociated with habits of ation.
Inftead of deciding always for our young pu~
pils, we fhould early accuftom them to thoofe
for themfelves about cvery"tr'lﬁe";Wh‘ich fs-intes
reﬁ?ng"td'cﬁi'idhood; “if they choofe wifely,



~
‘

PRUDENCE AND némmm. 7 4
they fhould enjoy the natural ‘reward of their
prudence ; ahd if they decide ré(hly, they thould
be fuffered to feel the confequence of their own
error.  Experience, it is faid, makes even fools

“Wwife ; and the fooner we can-give experience,
the fooner we fhall teach wifdom. But we
muft not fubflitute belief upon truft for belief
upon convi€tion. When a little boy fays, « I
* did ot eat any niore cuftard, becaufe mam-
« ma told me that the cuftard would make mé
¢« fick,” heuis»on]y obedient, he is not prhdeqt;
he fubmits to his mother’s judgmerit, he does
not ufe his own. When obedience is out of the
queftion, children fometimes follow the opi-

nions of others; of this we formerly gave an

inftance (v. Toys) in the poor boy, who chofe
a gilt coach, becaufe his mamma « and every
« body faid it was the prettief,,” whilft he
really preferred the ufeful cart: we fhould
never prejudice them either by our iog'/'dom ‘ot
our folly. | . L
‘When their attention is not- turned to divine
- what the fpeQtators think and feel, children

will have leifure to confult their ewn minds; and
Vou. IIIL s
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to compare their own feelings, As. this has
been already fpoken of, we fhall not dwell upon
it; we only mention it as a neceffary precau-
tion in teaching prudence.

Some parents may perhaps fear, that, if they
. were to allow children ta choofe upon every
trifling occafion for themfelves, they would be;
come wilful 'and troublefome : this certainly
will be the effeét, if we make them think that
there is a pleafure in the exercife of free-will,
independently of any good that may be obtained
by judicious choice. “ Now, my dear, you
« thall have your choice! You fhall choofe for
« yourfelf ! You fhall have your free choice !"
are expreflions that may be pronounced in fuch
a tone, and with fuch an emphafis to a child,
as immediately to excite a {pecies of triumphant
ecftafy from the mere idea of having his own
free choice. By a different accent and empha-
fis we may reprefs the ideas of triﬁmph, and
without intimidating the pupil, we may turn
his mind to the difficulties, rather than the

. glory of being in a fituation to decide for hime
felf. '

’

[ |
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'We muft not be furprifed at the early impru-
dence’ of children ;" their miftakes when they
firft are allowed to make a choice are inevita-
ble; all their fenfations gre new to them, confe-
quently they cannot judge of what they fhall like
or diflike. If fome of Lord Macartney’s fuite

‘had, on his return from the late embafly to
"China, brought home fome plant whofe fmell
was perfeétly unknown to Europeans, would’
it have been poffible for the greateft philofopher
_in England to have decided, if he had been -
atked, whether he fhould like the unknown
perfume ? Children for the firft five ot fix yeats
of their lives are in the fituation of this philofo
pher, relatively to external objefts. We Iheuld
‘never reproachfully fay to a child, ¢ You ‘afked

& to fmell fuch a thing ; you afked to fee fuch

“a thmg 3 and now you have had your wih,
- you don’t like them !” *How can the child
poflibly judge of what he fhall like or diflike,
before he\hés tried? Let him try éxperiments .
upon his ewn- feelings;' the more accurate
knowledge he -acquires,  the fooner, he will be
 enabled to choofe prudently. You may expe-
52
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dite his progrels, by exciting him to compare .
each new fenfation with thofe to which he i
already familiarifed ; this will counteraft that

Tove of novelty which & often found dangerous

to prﬁdence.; 'if the mind is employed in com-

paring, it canot be dazzled by new obje&s. *
Children often imagine; that what they Iike
for the prefent mmute, they fhall* continue t6
like for ever ; they have not learnt from expe-
Timent, that the moft agreeable fenfations. fa-
tigue, if they are prolonged or frequently re-
_peated ; they have not learnt, that all violent
ftimuli are followed by weannefs or ennuf.
“The fenfible preceptor ‘will not infift upon his
-pupil’s knowing thefe thmgs, by infpiration, or
‘will he expett that: his aﬁ'er_tion; or prophecies
fhould be implicitly believed ; he will wait ti

.the child feels, and at that moment ke will ex-

cite his pupil to obferve. his dwn*feéling‘s.
« You thought that you fhould never be'tired -
% of fmeﬂing that ‘rofe, or of looking at that
“ pl&ure now you perceive that you are tn'ed' .
¢ remember this; it may be of ufe to you an-

.« other time.” If this be faid in a frlend}y "

-
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manper, it wilknot pique the child to defend.
 his paﬁ choice, but it wil_i 'dire& his future
Jjudgment. ‘

..Young people’ are often reproached for thelr‘
imprudence in preferring a {fmall prefent plea-,
fure to a large diftant adyantage ; this error alfo. .
arifes from inexperience, not from want ‘of
Jﬂdgment or deficiency in. ﬁréngth of mind..
‘When that which has been the future has in its/
turn become prefent, children begin to have:.
fome idea of the nature of time, and they'can‘
then form fome comparifons between the value:

 of prefent and future pleafures. . This is a very .
flow procefs ; old ppeople calculate and depend
ypon the diftant future fnor_é than the young,
not always from their increafed wifdom or pru-:
.dence, but merely from their increafed expe-
rience, and confequent belief that the future-
will in timé.arrive. It is imprudent in old peo-
ple to depend upon the future ; if they were to-
reafon upon the chance of: their lives;: 'they-
ought not to be fécure of its arrival ; yet habit
~in this inftance, .as in many others, is. more
powerful than reafon; in all the plans of elderly
§3

Y
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people there is feldom any etror from impatience
as to the future ; there often appear grofs errors
- in their fecurity as to its arrival. If thefe oppo~_
fite habits could be mixed in the mixds of the
old, and of the young, it would be for their
_ Thutual advantage. - '
1t is not poffible to snfu/e experience into the
.;nind ; our pupils muft feel for themfelves : but_
by teaching: them to obferve their own feelings

- we ,may abridge their labour ; a few leffons will

téach a great deal when they are properly ap-
pliéd. To teach children to calculate and com-
pare their prefent and future iﬂe_afures, we may
begin by fixirig-fhort intervals of time for our
experiments’; an hour, a day; a week, perhaps,
are periods of time to which their imagination
will eafily extend ; they can meafure and com-
.pare their feelings’ within thefe fpaces of time,
and we may lead them to ebferve their own
erfors in not providing for the future.  Now

.« Friday is come ; laft Mohdéy you thought
« Friday would never come. If you had mot ~

« cut away all your pencil laft week, you would
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“have had fome left to draw with to-day.
% Another time you will manage better.” -

‘We thould alfo lead them to compare thekr
ideas of any given pleafure, before and after
the period of its arrival. « You thought laft
« fummer that you fhould like makii;g {fnow-
% balls in winter, better than making hay in
¢ fummer. Now you have made fnow-balls
« to-day ; -and you remember what you felt
« when you were making hay laft fummer; do
% you like the fnow-ball pleafure, or the hay-
« makirig ‘pleafure the beft?” V. Berquin’s
Quatre Saifons. ,

If our pupils, when they have any choice to

. make, prefer a fmallgratification to a great fu-
ture pleafure, we fhould not at the moment of
. their decifion reproach their imprudence, but
we fhould feadily make them abide by their
€hoice s and when the time arrives at which the
greater pleafure might have been enjoyed, we
thould femark the circumftance, but. not with
a tone of reproach, for ‘it is their affair, not
ours. * You preferred héwing a fheet of paper
% the moment you wanted it laft week, to the
‘ S4
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% having a quire of paper 'this wedk.”? - <.Qh,
¢ but,” fays the child, * I wanted a fheet of
& paper very much then, but I did. not con-
# fider how foori this week would coma, I with
% I'had chofen the'quire.” . ¢ Then Yemember
s what you feel now, and you will he able to

s¢ choofe better upon another occafion.” We .

fhould always refer to the pupils-own feelings,
sind look forwward to thei_r,fu_tur¢ a,dvan;age ; the
, m{:,afor; why {o few ;young' people attend.to ad.
:vié;ﬁ isi that their preceptors do nottbripg it
#fually‘home to,t’héir feelings ; it is .ufelefs.to
reproach for paft imprudence; the éhi_ld {ees
#he errdr as pleinly as we do; all that-can’ be
done is to make it aleffon for the fature..

13 To. a.geometrician the. .words by propofition

& fland for a- whale demontfiration: if _he reé:
<olles: that he has once gone over thg dgmbn;-
ffation; +he is fatisfied of its truth, and withous
yerifying it again, he makes ufe of it ig} making
gt the : demopftration’ of a new. ;pxopqﬁtio,n'.
In. moral, reafoning;iwe »pyoceed in" the fame¢
-ina;nnex,; . -,iyef recalle&t the, refult. of our paft
¢xpgiments, and we efer to this.maral dey

a3
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:tnonﬁration in folving a new problem.  Ip
time, by frequent pradtice, this operation is
‘ performed fo rapidly by the mmd that we
fcarcely, perceive it, and yet it guides our ac-
- tions. A man in walking acrofs the room
keeps out of the way of the tables and 'chairs; :
without perceiving-that he reafons about the
matter ; a fober man avoids-hard drinking, be-
caufe he knows it to be hurtful to his health;
but he does not every time he refufes to drmk
go over the whole train of reafoning which firft
decided his determination. A modem philo-
“fopher * calls this rapid fpecies of reafor;i't'lg'
$¢ intuitive analogy ;” applied to the bufinefs of
life, the French call it taét.. Senfible people
have this tat in higher perfettion than others,
and prudent people govern themfelves by it
more regularly than others: by the methods
which we have recommended, we bope it may
be fuccefsfully cultivated in early gducation. -
Rouffeau, in exprefling his. contempt for
thofe who make habit their only guide of ac-
tion, goes, as he is apt to do in the heat of de-

" % Darwin's Zoonomia, . -
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clamation, into the error oppofite to that which

he ridicules. < The only habit,” cries he,-

« that I with my Emilius to have, is the habit

% of having no habits.” Emilius would have-

been a ftrange being, had he literally accom-
plithed his preceptor’s with. To go up ftairs

" 'would have been a moft operofe, and to go

dowa ftairs a moft tremendous affair toEmi-
¥ius, for as he was to have no habits, béfv}een
every flep of the ftairs new deliberations muft
take place, and frefh decifions of the judgment

and will enfue, In his moral judgments Emi--

Kus would have had as much ufelefs labour.
Habit furely is neceffary, even to thofe who
‘make reafon the ultimate judge of their affairs.
Reafon is not to be appealed to upon every
trivial occafion, to rejudge the fame caufe a
million of times. - Muft a man, every time he
draws a ftraight line, repeat to himfelf, « a right
“ line is that which lieth evenly between its

s points!” Muft he rehearfe the propoﬁtior'xs'
- of Euclid, inftead of availing himfelf of their

pratical ufe ? ‘
¢ Chriftian, canft thou raife a perpendicular

. ~
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« upon a ftraight line ?” is the apoftrophe with
which the crofs-legged emperor of Barbary,
- feated on his throne of rough deal boards, ac-

.~ cofts every learned firanger who frequents his

court. In the -courfe of his reign, probably,
his Barbaric majefty may have' reiterated the
demonftration of this favourite propofition,
which he learned from a French furgeon, about
five hundred times; - but his majefty’s under-
ftanding Is not materjally improved by thefe re-
citals ; his geomctncal learning is confined, we
are told, to this fingle propofition.

- It would have been fcarcely worth while to
have fingled out for combat this paradox of
Rouffeau’s concerning habit, if it had not pre-
fented itfelf in the formidable form of an anti-
thefis. A falfe maxim conveyed in an antithefis
is dangerous, becaufe it is eafily remembered
and repeated, and it quxckly paffes curfent in
converfation. :
- But to seturn to our fubje@, of which we
have imprudently loft fight, Imprudence does
not always arife from negle¢t of our-paft expe-
;‘iwce,'gc from oyr forgetting to take the future
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into r)ur'calc'ulationé, Liut from falfe affociations,-
qr from paffion. Objetts often appear different
1o on€ man, from what th_éy do to the reft of
the world: this man may ‘reafon well upon.
whit the: majority ‘of reafonable people agree
to call falfe»appearaﬂces 5 be may follow ftrigtly
' the convi€tion of his own'underftanding, and.
| yet the world will fay that he alls very mpru-
deritly: _To.the tafte or fmell of thofe who are
in a-fever, objels not only appear, but r,reélly
" are to the patients differént from what they ap-
" pear to perféns;jxx. fqund - health ;_in the fame,
mannér to the imagination objeéts have really
a different .value ;in mgments of enthufiafm,
from what;’qhey. have in qur_cboler hours, and.
we fcarcely can believe that our view of -objefts
will ever vary." It is in vain to oppofe reafon to.
falfe aﬁociaﬁo_ns, -we muft endeavour to com-
~ Pat one fet of aflociations by another, and to,
alter the fituation, and co}ifequently, the views,
of the miiftaken ;perfoh. - Suppofe, foy inftance,
that a. ch_ild had. ,béep m a coach an\d fix upon
Jome pleajant excurfion (it is an .improbable
thing, .but we may fuppofe any thing) : fup-

+
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pofe that a child had enjoyed from fome acci-
dental circumftances an’extraordinary degree of

‘pleafure in a -coach and fix, he might afters

‘wards long to be in a fimilar vehiclé, from a
- ‘miftaken notion, that it could confer happinefs.

Here we fhould not oppofe the force of reafons

ing'to a falfe .aﬁ'oéiation, but we fhould coun-
- terat the former aflociation. Give the child an _

equal quantity of amufement when he ‘is not’
in a coach and fix, and then he will form freth
pleafurable 4ffociations with other objeéts which

- may balance his firft prepofleflion. If you op- |

pofe reafon ineffe€tually to paﬁioh or tafte, you
bring the voice and power of reafon into difcre-
dit with your pupil. When you have changed

his view of things, you may then reafon with

‘him, an'd,{how.him the caufe of his former
miftake. <

In the excellent fable of the fhield -that was
gold on one fide and filver on the other, the
two difputants never could have agreed until
they chimged 'place's.' When you.have in fe-
veral inftances proved by experiment that you
judge more prudently than your pupil, he will

’
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" be ftrongly inclined to liften to your counfels,
and then your experiencé will be of real ufe to
him ; he will argue from it with fafety and fa-
tisfaltion. When, -after recovering from fits of
paffion or enthufiafm, you ha{re upon feveral
occafions convinced him, that your admonitions
would have prevented him from the pain of re- ..
pentance, he will recolleét this when he again
feels the firft rife of paffion in kis mind, and he
méy in that lucid moment avail himfelf of your
‘calm reafon, and thus avoid the exceffes of ex-
travagant paffions. That unfortudate Ftrench
monarch®, who was liable to tempoerary fits of
frenfy, learned to forefee his approaching ma-
Jady, and often requefted his friends to difarm
him, left he fhould injure any of his attendants.

In a malady which precludes the ufe of rea-
fon, it was poﬁible for this humane patient to
forefee the probable mxfchlef he might do to his
fellow creatures,*and to take prudent meafures
againft hxs own violence ; and may not we ex-
pe&, that thofe who are early accuftomed to
attend to their own feelings, inay prepare againg.

® Charles VI,
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the extravagance of their own paffiens, and
avail themfelves of the regulating advice of their
temperate friends?

In the education of glrls we mult teach them
much more caution than is neceffary to boys:
their prudence muft be more the refult of rea~
foning than of experiment; they muft truft to
the expenenctof others, they cannot always
have recourfe to what ought to be, they muft
‘adapt themfelves to whatis. They cannot rec-
tify the material miftakes in their conduft*.
Timidity, a certain tardinefs of decifion, and"
relutance to aét in public fituations, are not
confidered as defefts in a woman’s charafers
her paufing prudence does not to a man of dif-
cernment denote imbecility, but appears to him
the graceful aufpicious chara&eriftic of female
virtue. There is always more probability, that
women fhould endanger their own happinefs by
precipitation than by forbearance. Prompti-
tude of choice is feldom expeéted from the fe-
male fex ; they fhould avail themfelves of the

* « No penance can abfolve their guilty fa:he,
¢ Nor tears, that wath out fin, can wath out thame.”"
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leifure that is permitted to them for refle@ion
« Begin nothing of which you have not well
« confidered the end,” was the piece of advice
for which the Eaftern Sultan* paid a purfe of
gold, the price fet upon it by a fage. "The

monarch did not repent of his purchafe. This -

maxim fhould be engraved upon the memory
“of our female pupils by the repeated leflons of

" education. We fhould even in trifles avoid

every circumftance which can tend to make
girls venturefome, which can encourage them
. to truit to their good fortune, inftead of relying
on their own prudence. Marmontels tale, ens
titled « Heureufement,” is a witty, but furely
not a moral tale. Gijrls thould be’ difcouraged
from hazarding opinions in general converfation,
but amongft their friends they fhould he excited
to reafon with accuracy and with temper. * It
is really a part of a woman’s prudence to have
.command of temper ; if flte has it not, her wit
and fenfe will not have their juft value in do-
meftic life. Calphurnia, a Roman lady, ufed
to plead her own caufes before the fenate, and

* Féfﬁan Tales, .-
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_ we are informed, that.fhe became « fo trou-
- « bleforme and confident, that the judges de-
« creed that thenceforward no woman fhould
« be fuffered to plead.” Did not this lady
make an imprudent ufe of her talents?

In the choice of fnends, and on all matters

of tafte, young women fhould be excxtcd to
reafon about their own feelings. < There is
“ no reafoning about tafte,” is a pernicious
maxim+ if there was more reafoning, thérc
would be lefs difputation upon this fubjeét. I
women queﬁloned their own minds, or allowed
their friends to quefhon them concerning the
reafons of their ¢ preferences and averfions,”

there would not probably be fo many love

matches, and fo few love marriages. Itisin

vain to expe&t, that young women fhould begin
to reafon miraculoufly, at the very moment that
reafon is wanted in the guidance of their con-
duét: we fhould alfo obferve, that women are
called upon for the exertion of their prudence
at an age when young men are fcarcely fup-
pofed to poffefs that virtue ; therefore . women
fhould be more early, and more Carefully edy-
Your. IIL T

.
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cated for the purpo{'é. The important decifions
of a woman’s lifg are often made before fhe is
twenty ; a man does not come upon the theatre
of public life, where moft of his prudence is
thewn, till he is much older. ‘

Economy is an effential domeftic virtue.

Some women have a foolith love of expen-

five baubles ; a tafte which a very little care,
probably, in their early education, might have
prevented. We are told, that when a collec-
tion of three hundred and fifty pounds wds made
for the celebrated Cuzzona to fave her from ab-
folute want, the immediately laid out two han-
dred pounds of the money in the purchafe of a
Jhell cap, which was then in fathion *. Prudent
mothers will avoid fhewing any adniiration of
pretty tririkets before their young daughters,
and they will oppofc the idcas of utility and du- '
rability to the mere caprice of fafhion, which
creates a tafte for beauty, as it were, by procla-
mation. “ Such athing is pretty, bat it is of
“ no ufe. Such a thing is pretty, but it will

« foon wear out”—a mother may fay ; and fhe
* Mrs. Piozzi's Englith Synonymy, vol. i. p, 359.

(8
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wwould prove the truth of her affertions to her
pupils. o |

Economy is ufually confined to the manage-
ment of money; but it may be thewn on many
«other occafions : economy may be exercifed in
taking care of whatewer belongs to us ; children
{hould have the care of their own clothes, and-
if they are negligent of what is in their charge,)
this negligence fhould not be repaired by. fer-
vants or friends, they fhould feel the real natural
" confequences of their own neglect, but no other
punifhment could be infli€ted ; and they thould
be left to make tbeif -own refle€tions upon their
" errors and misfortunes, undifturbed by the. re-
proaches of their friends, or by the profing moral
of a governefs or p,receptdr.’ We recommend,
for we muft defcend to thefe trifles, that girls
fhould be fupplied with an independent ftock of
2ll the little -things - which are in daily ufe;
houfewifes and p/o,cke.t books well ftored with
afeful: implements ; and there fhould be no
lending and borrowing amongft children. Itwill
be but juft to proyide our pupils with cogvenient
places for the prefervation and arrangement of

T2
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_their little goods. ©rder is neceffary to econoq
my, and we cannot more certainly create a tafte
for order, than by fhewing early its advantages
in pralice as well as in theory. The averfion
to old things thould, if poffible, be prevented in
children ; we fhould not exprefs contempt for.
old things, but we fhould treat them with -~
creafed reverence, and exult in their having
arrived under our proteQtion to fuch a credita- '
ble age. « I have had fuch a hat fo long,
« therefore it does not fignify what becomes of
«it!” is the fpeech of a promifing little fpend-
thrift. < I have taken care of my hat, it hag,
« Jafted ' fo long; and I hope I fhall make it
« laft longer,” is the exultation of 2 young eco-
nomift, in which his prudent friend fhould {ym-
pathife. ' '

«Wafte not, want not,” is an excellent motto,
in an Englifh nobleman’s kitchen *. 'Fh& moft
opulent parehts ought not to be afhamed to
adopt it in the economic educdtion of their chil-
drén; early ‘habits of care, and an early aver-

 fion and contempt for the felfifh {pirit of waftes,

‘* Lord Scarfdale’s. Keddlefton.
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ful extravagance, may preferve the fortunes,
and, what is of far more importance, the inte-
grity and peace of mind, of noble families.
'We have faid, that economy cannot be exer-
cifed without children’s having the manage-
ment of money. Whilft our pupils are young; :
if they are educated at home, they cannot have
much real occafion for money ; all the neceffa-
ries of life are provided for them; and if they

.have money to fpend, it muft be probably laid

out in fuperfluities. This is a bad beginning
Money fhould be rcprefented to our pupils as
what it really is, the conventional fign of the
value of commodities; before children are ac-
chainted with the real and comparative value of
any of thefe commodities, it is furely imprudent
to truft them with money. As to the idea that
children may be charitable and generous in the
difpofal of money, we have exprglféd our fen-
timents fully upon this fubje&t already. We
are however fenfible, that when children are
fent to  any fchool, it is advifeable to fupply

* them with pocket-money enough to put them

upon an equal footing with their companians ;
T3 '



~

278 PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

otherwife we might run the hazard of inducing
worfe faults thanr extravagance—meannefs; or
envy.

Young people who are educated at home
thould, asfmuch as poﬁible, be educated to take
a family intereft in al the domeftic expences.
Parental referve in money matfers is extremely
impolitic; as Mr. Locke judicioufly obferves,
that a father, who wraps his affairs up in myf-
tery, and who “views his fon with jealous

"y

<« eyes,” as aperfon who is to begin to live
‘when he dies, mu# make him an enemy by
“treating him as fuch. A frank fimplicity and
cordial dependence upon the integrity and upon
the fympathy of their children, will enfure fo
parents their dxﬁntereﬁed friendfhip. Ignorance
is always miore to'be dreaded than knowledgé.
Young people who - are abfolutely ignorant of .
aﬁ'aifs, who ‘have no idea of the relative ex-
pence of, different modes of living, and of the
various wants of a family, are apt to be extreme-
ly unreafonable in the’ imaginary difpofal of
" their parent’s fortune ; they confine their view
"merely to’ their own ‘experices. I only
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« fpend fuch a fum,” they fay, « and furely
« that is nothing to my father’s income.” They
conﬁder only the abfolute amount of what they

fpend, they cannot compare it with the number

of other expences which are neceffary for the
reft of the family; they do not know thefe,
therefore they camnot perceive the proportion
which it is reafonable that their ekpenditure

fhould bear to the whole. Mrs. D’Arblay, in

one of her excellent novels, has given a firiking

_pi€ture of the ignorance in which young women

fometimes leave their father’s houfe, and begin *

‘to manage in life for themfelves, without know-
ing any thing of the powers of money. Camil-

la’s imprudence muft chiefly be afcribed to her

ignorance. Young women fhould be accuf-
tomed to keep the family accounts, and their
-arithmetic thould not be merely a fpeculative
fcience ; they fhould learn the price of all ne-
ceffaries, and of all luxuries ; they thould learn
what luxuries are fuited to their fortune and
rank, what degree of expence in drefs is ef-
dential to a regular]y"'ncat appearance, and
~what muft be the increafed expence and temp-
' T4
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tations of fathion in different fituations ; they’
fhould not be fuffered to imagine that they can
- refift thefe temptations more than others, if they
get into company above their rank, nor fhould
they have any indiftinét idea, that by fome
‘ ‘wonderfully economical operations they can
make a given fum of money go farther than’
others can do. The fteadinefs of calculation
will prevent all thefe vain notions; and young
‘women, when they fee in ftubborn figures what
muft be the confequence of getting into fitua-
‘tions where they muft be tempted to exceed
" their means, will probably Begin by aveiding,
‘inftead of braving, the danger. ~ '
Moft parents think that their fons are more
difpofed to extravagance than their daughters ;
the fons are ufually expofed to greater tempta-
tions. Young men excite one apother to ex-
pence, and to a certain careleflnefs of economy,
which aflumes the name of fpirit, while it
ofien forfeits all pretenfions to juftice. A pru-
dent father will never,/from any falfe notions
of forming his fon early to good company, in-
- troduce him to affociates whofe only merit is
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their rank or their fortune. Such companions
- will lead a weak young man into every {pecies
of extravagance, and then defert and ridicule
him in the hour of diftrefs. Ifa young man has
a tafte for literature, and for rational fociety,
his economy will be fecured fimply, becaufe
his pleafures will not be expenfive, nor depeni-
dent upon the caprice of fafhionable affociates.
‘The intermediate ftate between that of a {chool-
boy and a man is the dangerous period, in which
tafte for expence is often acquired, before the
means of gratifying it areobtained. | Boys liten
with anxiety to-the. converfation of thofe who
are a few years older than themfelves. From
this converfation they gather information re-
fpeQing the ways of the world, which, though
often erroneous, they tenacioufly believe to be
accurate: it is in vain’ that their older friends
may affure them that fuch and fuch frivolous
expences are not neceffary to the well-being of
a man in fociety, they adhere to the opinion of
the younger counfel ; ‘they conclude that every
-'thing is changed fince their parents were young,
that they muft not govern themfelves by anti-
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" quated notions, but by the fcheme of economy

which happens to be the fafhion of the day.
During this boyifh ftate parents fhould be par-
ticularly attentive to the company which their
fons keep; and they fhould frequently in con-
verfation with fenfible, but not with morofe or
old-fafhioned people, lead to the fubje&t of
economy, and openly difcufs and fettle the moft
effential points. At the fame time a father

fhould not intimidate his fon ‘with the idea that

nothing but rigid economy can win his parental
. favour; his, parental favour fhould not be a

mercenary obje&t ; he fhould rather thew his
. fon, that be is aware of the great temptations
-to which a young man is expofed in going firft
Jinto the warld ; he {hould fhew him, both that
he is difpoféd to place confidence in him, and

.that he yet knows. the fallibility of youthful pru- -

-dence. If he expe&t from his fon unerring pru-

dence, he expetts too much, and he will, per- '
-haps, create an apprehenfion of his difpleafure, -

-which may chill and reprefs-all ingenuous con-
fidence. Inall his childith, and in all his youth-
- ful diftrefles, a fon fhould be habitually inclined
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to turn to his father as' to his mof mdulgcnt
friend. < Apply to me if ever you get into
« any difficulties, and you will always find me
« your moft indulgent friend,” were the wotds
of a father to a child of twelve years old, pro-
nounced with fuch encouraging benevoléncs,
- that they were never forgotten. by the perfoh
to whom they were addreffed. ’

Before a young man goes into the world, it
will be a great advantage to him to have forde
fhare in the management of his father's affairs;

. by laying out.money for another Perfon' he will
acquire habits of care, which will be uféfuf to
“him afterwards in- his own affairs.” A father,
who is building, or improving grounds, who is
carrying on works of any fort, can eaﬁiy allot
fome portion of the bufinefs to his fon, as an
exercife for his judgment and prudence. He
: fhould hear and fee the eftimates of workmen,
and he fhould, as foon as he has colle@ed the |
e ‘neceﬁ'ary fa&s, form eftimates of his own, be-
fore he hears the calculation of others: this
power of eftimating will be of great advaptage
“to gentlemen, it will circumfcribe their wi(hés,
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and it will prote€t them againft the low frauds
of defigning workmen.

It may feem trivial, but we cannot forbear
to advife young people to read the newfpapers
of the day regularly: they will keep up by thefe
means with the current of affairs,-and they will
_exercife their judgment' upon interefting bufi-
nefs, and large objeéts. The foég‘er boys ae-
quire the fort of knowledge neceffary for the
converfation of fenfible men the better ; they will
be the lefs expofed to feel falfe thame. Falfe
ﬂ:amé, the conftant attendant upon ignorance,

. often leads young men into imprudent - ex-
pences; when, upon any occafion, they do
not know by any certain calculation to what
any expence may amount, tlléy are athamed

" to inquire ‘minutely. From another fort of

- weaknefs they are afhamed to refift the exam-
ple or importunity of numbers;  againft this
weaknefs, the {frong,deﬁre of preferving the
v,gopd opinion of eftimable friends is the beft
~prefervative. The tafte for the eftgem of fupe-
rior charafters cures the mind of fondnefs for
_vulgar applaufe. '

s
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We have in the very firft chapter of this
book fpoken of the danger of the paffian for
- gaming, and the precautions that we have re-
commendéd in early education will, it is hoped,
prevent the diforder from appearing in our pu-
pils as they grow up.  Occupations for the un-
derftanding, and objeéls far the affe@tiops, will
preclude the neceffity of the violent ftimulus of
the gaming table, It may be faid, that many
" men of fuperior abilities, and of generous focial
tempers, become gamefters. They do fo, be-
caufe they have exhaufted other pleafures, and -
~ becaufe they have -been accuftomed to ftrong
“excitements. Such excitements do not become
neceflary ta happinefs, till they have been made -
habitual. : ,
There was an excellent Effay on Projefls,
publithed fome years ago by an anonymous
. writer, which we think would make a proper.
impreflion upon young perfons of good fenfe.
‘We do not wifh to reérefs the generous enter-
- prifing ardour of youth, nor to confine the ideas.
to the narrow circle of which felf muft be the
centre, Calculation will fhew what can be
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. done, and how 1t can be done ; and thus the

individual, w;thout injury to himfelf, may, if
he wifth it, {peculate extenﬁvely for the good
of his fellow creatures.

It is fcarcely poflible, that the mean paffion

of avarice fhould exift in the mind of any young '

pesfon who has been tolerably well educated ;
but too much pains cannot be taken to preferve
that domeftic felicity, which arifes from entire
confidénce and fatisfattion amongft the indivi-
duals of a family with regard to prope}ty. Ex-
aétnefs in accounts and in bufinefs relative to
property, far from being unneceffaty amongft
friends and relations, are, we think, peculi-

- arly agreeable, and effential to the continuance

of frank intimacy. We fhould, shilft our pu;
pils are young, teach.them a love for exaétnefs
about property; a refpe€t for the rights of
others, rather than a tenacious anxiety ébou,t
theirown. When young people are of a pro-
per age to manage money and property of their
own, let them know precifely what they can
annually fpend ; in whatever form they receive

an income, let that income be certain: if pre-
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fents of pocké’t money or of drefs are from time
to time made to them, this creates éxpe&ation
and uncertainty in their mirds. All perfons
who have a ftuStuating revenue are difpofed to
be imprudent and extravagant. It is remark-
able, that the Weft Indian planters, whofe pro-
perty is akind of lottery, are extravagantly dif-

" pofed to fpeculation ; in the hopes of a favour-
_able feafon they live from year to year in un- .
bounded profufion. It is curious to obferve,
that the p‘ropenﬁty to extravagance exifts in
thofe who enjoy the greateft. affluence, and in
thofe who haye felt the greateft diftrefs. Thofe
who ‘have little to lofe are recklefs about that -

little ; and any uncertainty as to the tenure of
property, or as to the rewards of induﬁry, im-
-mediately operates, not only to deprefs aétivity,
but to deftroy prudence. ¢ Prudence,” fays
Mr. Edwards, ¢ is a term that has no pl;ce
¢ in the negra vocabulary ; inftead of trufting
“ to what are called the ground provifions,
s whic'h are fafé from the hurricanes, the ne-
« groes, in the cultivation of their own lands,

« truft more to plantain-groves, corn, and other .
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« yegetables that are ligble to be deftroyed hy]
« ftorms. When tf:cy arn a little money, they
- immediate]y.gll'atify their palate with falted
« meats and other provifions, which are to them
« delicacies. The idea. of accumulating, énd,
« of being economic in order to accumulate, is
« ynknown to thefe poor flaves, who hold their
« Jands by the moft uncerfaﬁn of all tenures*.”
We are told, that the provifion ground, the
creation of the negro’s induftry, and the hope
" of his life, is fold by public aution to pay his
mafter’s debts. Is it wonderful that the term
prudence fhould be unknown in the negnl) vo-
' cabulary? - :
The very pooreft clafs of people in London,
who feel defpair, and who merely ’live to bear
the evil of the day, are, it is faid, very little
difpofed to be prudent. In a late publication,
Mr. Colquhoun’s « Treatife on the Police of
« the Metropolis,” he tells us, that the « chief
« canfumption of oyfters, crabs, lobfters, pickled
'f‘ falmon, &c. when firft in feafon, and when
“ the prices are high, is by the lowef! claffes of

¢ V. Edwards’s Hiftary of the Weft Indics.
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& the people. The middle ranks, and thofe
 immediately under them, abftain generally

t from fuch inhdulgencies until the prices are -

& moderate *.”

Perhaps it may be thought, thdt the con-
Tumption of oyfters, ctabs, and pickled falmon,
in London, or the management of the negro’s

' provifion ground .in Jamaica, has litile to do
with a pratical eflay upon economy and pru-
dence for children ; but we hope; that we may
be permitted to ufe thefe far fetched illuftra<
tions; to thew that the fame caufes a& upon
the'mind independently of climate: they are
thentioned here to fhew, that the little revenue
of young people ought to be fixed and certain.

When we recommend economy and pru-
8ence to our pupils; we muft at the fame time
keep their hearts open to the pleafures of gene-
tofity; economy and ptudence will put it in the
power of the generous to give,

¢¢ The worth of every thing
¢¢ Is as much money as ’twill bring,”?

¢ V. a note in page 32 of the Treatife on the Police of
the Metropolis.

Vou, IIL. %)

A



290 PRACTICAL EI;UCATION.

will never be the venal maxim of thofe wha

underftand the nature of philofophic prudence.
“The worth of money is to be eftimated by the

number of real pleafures which it can proc{lre:

there are may which are not to be bought by

gold*; thefe will never lofe their pre-eminent

value with perfons who have been educated

both to reafon and to feel.

* « Turn from the glittering bribe your fmfﬁful eye,

¢ Nor fell for gold what gold can never buy.”
Jonvsou s London.

‘We admire the fentiment, notwnhﬁandmg the. imaccu=
racy of thefe lines,




CHAPTER XXV. e

SUMMARY.

” L

THE general principle,” that we fhould
affociate ‘pleafure with whatever we with that
our pupils fhould purfue, and pain with what-
* ever we wifh that they fhould aveid, forms, our
readers will perceive, - the bafis of our plan of
education. This maxim, applied to the culti-
vation of the underftanding, or of the affetions,
will, we apprehend, be equally fuccefsful;
virtues, as well as abilities, or what is popularly
called genius, we believe to be- the refult of
education, more than the gift of nature. A
fond mother will tremble at the idea;, that fo "
much depends upon her own care in the early
education of her- children; but, even though

Ua
J
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fhe may be inexperienced in the art, the tnay

be perfuaded that patience and perfeverance

will enfure her fuccefs: even from her timidity
we may prophefy favoutably ; for, in education;

to know the 'danger is often to avoid it. The

firft fteps require rather caution and gentle kind-

nefs, than any difficult or laborious exertions §

the female fex are from their fituations their

manners, and talents, peculiarly fuited to the

fuperintendence of the early years of childhood. '
We haye therefore, in the firlt ‘chapters of the

preceding work; endeavoured to adapt our res.
marky principally to female readers; and we

fhall think ourfelves happy if any anxiousmo«
ther feels their. prattical utility.

In the chapters on Toys, Tafks; and Atteri<
tion; we have attempted to fhew how the ins A
firuftion anid amufements of children may be fo
managed ps to coincide with each other, Play,’
we have. obferved, is only a change of occupa-
tion, and toys; to :be permanently agreeable to-
children, .muft afford them continued employ+
ment. We have declared war againft tafks, or'

rather againft the train of melancholy ideas
4 .
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- which, -affociated with this Word, ufually rén-:-
der it odious to the ears of the difgufted fcho-
Jar. By kind patience, and well-timed, diftin&,
and, above all, by fhort leffons, a young child
may be initiated in the myfteries of learning,
and in the firft principles of knowledge, without,
. fatigue, or punithment, or tears. No ‘matter
how little be learned in a given time, provided
the pupil be not difgufted; provided the with
to improve be excited, and the habits of atten-
tion be acquired. Attention we confider as
the facylty of the mind which is,¢ﬂ'éntial to |
the cultivation of all its other powers;

It is effential to fuccefs in what are called
accomplifhments, or talents, as well as to our
progrefs in the laborious arts or abftraét fciences,
Believing fo much to depend upon this faculty
or habit, we have taken particular pains to ex-
plain the praétical methods by which it may be

jmproved. The general ‘maxims, thaf the at-

' tention of young people fhould at firft be exers

cifed but for very fhort periods ; that they fhould

never be urged to the point of fatigue ; that

Pl@qfuge" efpecially the great pleafure of fug-
' Vi
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cefs, ‘fhould be affociated with the exertions ef
the pupil ; are applicable to children of all tem-
pers. The care which has been recommended,
in the ufe of words, to convey uniformly diftin&
ideas, will, it is hoped sbe found advantageous..
We have, without entering into the {peculative
'queﬁion'concerning the original differences of
ter.np‘erva_nd genius, offered fuch obfervations
" as we thought might be ufeful in the education
of the attention of vivacious,. and indolent chik
dren; whether their idlenefs or ‘indolence pro-
ceed from nature, or ffom miftaken modes of
inftru&ion: we have been anxious to point out
means of curing their defeéts; and, from our
fuccefsful experience with pupils apparently of
oppofite diféoﬁtions, we have ventured to af-
' fért with fome confidence, that no parent fhould

defpair of correéting a child’s defeéts, thatno -
preceptor fhould defpair of producing in his pu-
pil the fpecies of abilities which his education

fteadily tends to form. Thefe are encouraging
hopes, but not flattering promifes. Having
. juﬁ opeiled thefe bright views to parents, we
I};ave paufed to warn them, that all their expecs
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t-a¢ioﬁs, a1 their cares will be in vain, unlefs
they have fufficient prudence and firength of
mind to follow a certain mode of condu& with -
réfpe& to fervants, and with refpett to common
acquaintance. More failures in private educa-
tion have been occafioned by the interference of
fervants and acquaintance, than from any other
caufe. It is impoffible, we repeat it in the
ftrongeft terms, it is impoffible that parents can
be fuccefsful in the education of their ¢hildren
at home, unlefs they have fteadinefs enough to -
“refift all interference from vifitors and acquaint-
ance, who from thoughtlefs kindnefs, or a'bufy_
defire to adminifter advice, are apt to counter-
at the views of a preceptor ; and who often in”
a few minutes undo the work of years. When
our pupils have formed their habits, and have
reafon and experience fufficient to guide them,
 let them be left as free as air; let them choofe
their friends-and acquaintance ; let them fee
the greateft variety of charaéters, and hear the
greateft variety of converfation and opinions: -
but whilft they are children, whiltt they are
deftitute of the means to judge, their parents
U4
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or preceptors muft fupply their deficient reafon;
and authonty, without violence, fhould dire&
them to their happinefs. They mutt fee, that
all who gre concerned in their education agreg
in the mean:s of goyerning them ; in all their
;:ommar‘ld's and prohibiti}ons,’ in the diftribution
of praife aﬁ_d blame?v of reward and punifhment,
there muft be unanimity. Where there does
not exift this unanihity in families ; where pa-
ferits have not fufficient firmnefs to prevent. the
intederenge of écquaintance, and fufficient pru-
dence to keep children from all clandefiine
“comﬁunication with fervants, we earneftly ad-
vife that the childl_-en' be fent ,to fome public
femin;xry of edugation. We have taken fome
pains to detail the methods by Awhich Aal'l huri'f
ful comgi_unication Betw__een children and fer-
vants in a well regulated fa{milj may be avoided,
and we have afferted, from the experience of
above twenty years, that the{'e methods havq
been found not only praéhcable, but eafy.

1In the Chapters on Obedlence, Temper and
Truth, the general principle, that pleafure
ﬂwuld exate to exertlon and vn'tue, and that
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pain fhould be connefted with "whatever we
with our pupils to avoid, is applied to praltice
with a minutenefs of detail which we knew not
how to avoid. Obedience we have confidered
as a relative, rather than as a polfitive virtue;
before children are able to condutt themfelves,
their obedience muft be rendered habitual:
obedience alters its nature as the pupil i)ecomés
more and more rational ; and the only method
to fecure the obedience, the willing, enlighten-
ed .obedi.ence of rational beings, is to convince
them by experignce, that it tends to their hap-
pinefs. Truth depends upon example more
than precept, and we have endeavoured to im-
prefs it on the minds of all who are concerned
in education, that the firft thing neceffary to
teach their pupils to love truth, is in their whole
condu to refpett it themfelves. We have re-
probated the artifices fometimes ufed by precep-
~ tors towards their pupils; we have fhewn that
all confidence is deftroyed by thefe deceptiops.
May they never more be attempted! May pa-
Tents unite in honeft deteftation of thefe prac-
tices! Children age not fools, and they are not-
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to be governed like fools. Parents who adhere
to the firm principle of truth, may be certain
of the refpe&t and confidence of their children..
Children who never fee the example of falfe-
hood, will gro® up with a fimplicity of charac-
ter, with an habitual love of truth, that muft
furprife preceptors who have feen the propen-
fity to deceit which early appears in children
~ who have had the misfortune to live with fer-
vants, or with perfons who have the habits of
meannefs and cunning. We have advifed, that
children, before their habits are formed, fhould
never be expofed to temptations to deceive ;
that po queftions thould be afked them which
hazard their young integrity ; that as they grow
older they fhould gradually be trufted ; and that
they fhould be placed in fituations where they
may feel the advantages both of {peaking truth,
and of obtaining a charatter for integrity. The
perception of the utility of this virtue to the in-
dividual, and to fociety, will confirm the ha-
bitual reverence in which our pupils have been
‘taught to hold it. As young people become
reafonable, the nature of their habits and of
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their education fhculd be explained te them,
and their virtues, from being virtues of cuftom,
‘thould be rendered virtues of choice andweafon.
It is eafier to confirm gopod habits by the con-
vi€tion of the underftanding, than to induce
habits in confequence of that conviétion. This
. principle we hdve purfued in the chapter on )
Rewards and Punifhments ; we have not con- .
fidered punifhment as vengeance or retaliation,
but as pain inflicted with the reafonable hope Ef '
procuring fome future advantage to the dekbins
quent, or to foeiety. The {malleft poffible quan-~
tity of pain that can effet this purpofe, we
fuppofe, muft, ‘with ail juft and humane per-
- fons, be the meafure of punithment. This no-
tion of punifhment, both for the fake of the
preceptor and the pupil, fhould be clearly ex-
plained as early as it can be made intelligible.
As to rewards, we do not wifh that they fhould
be bribes; they fhould ftimulate, without
weakening the mind. The confeq\'lences which
naturally follow every fpecies of good condudt,
are the proper and beft rewards that we can
devife ; children whofe q:;d¢rftanding\s are cul-
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tivated, and whofe tempers are not fpoiled,
will be eafily made happy without the petty
bribes,which are adminiftered daily to ill edu«
cated, ignorant, over ftimulated, and confe-
guently, wretched and illhumo/ured children.
Far from making childhood a ftate of continual
penance, reftraint, and mifery, we wifh that it
fhould be made a ftate of uniform happinefs ;
that parents and preceptors fhould treat 'the§r
pupils with as much equality as their improving
:reafon juftifies. The views of children fhould
be extended to theiy future advantage*, and
they fhould confider childhood as a part of their
exiftence, not as a certain number of years
which muft be pafled over before they can en-
joy any of the pleafures of life, before they can
-,enjoi' any of the privileges of grown up people.
Preceptors fhould not accyftom their pupils tq
what they cafl indulgence, but they fhould
give'them the utmoft degree of prefent pleafure
which is confiftent with their future advantage,
'Would it not be folly and cruelty to give prefent
pleafure af, the expence of a much larger pox-

* Emiliug,




! SUMMARY. ' 301
tion of future p;in? When children acquire
experiepce and reafon; they rejudge the con:
duét of thofe who- have educated them; and
their confidence and their gratitude will be in
exa&t proportion to the wifdom and juftice with
which they have been govérned.

It was neceffary to explain at large thefg
ideas of rewards and punifhments, that wé
might clearly fee our way in the progrefs of
education. After having determined; that our
obje is to obtain for our pupils the greateft
poffible portion of felicity ; after Laving obferv-
ed, that no happinefs can be enjoyed in {ociety
without the focial vittues; without the u/&ful
‘and the agreeable qualities; our view natu-
rally turns to the means of forming thefe virtues,
of enfuring thefe effential qualities. - On our
fympathy with our fellow-creatures depend
many of our focial virtues; from our ambition
to excel puf competitors arife many of our moft,
ufeful and agreeable attions. *We have confi-
dered thefe principles of aftion as they depend
on ¢ach other, and as they are afterwards fepa-
Yated, Sympathy and fenfibility, uninformed
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by reafon, cannot be proper guides to allion.
We have endeavoured to fhew how fympathy
may be improved into virtue. Children fhould
not fee the deformed expreflion of the malevo-
lent paffions in the countenance of thofe who
live with them: before the habits are formed,
before fytnpathy has any rule to guide itfelf; it
is neceflarily determined by example. , Bene-
volence and affeStionate kindnefs from parents
to children firft infpire the pleafing emotions of
love and gratitude. Sympathy is not able to
contend with paffion or appetite: we fhould
therefore avoid placing children in painful com-
petition with one another. We love thofe from
whom we receive pleafure. To make children -
fond of each other, we muft make them the
caufe of pleafure to each other; we muft place
them in fituations where no paffion or appetite
croffes their natural fympathy.:. We have fpo-
ken of the difference between tranfient, con-
vivial fympathy, and that higher {pecies of fym- .
pathy which, connetted with efteem, conftitutes
friendfhip. We have.exhorted parents not to
exhauft imprudently the fenfibility of their chil
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dren ; not to lavifh careffes upon infancy,_and
cruelly to withdraw kindnefs when their chil-
dren have learned to expeét the daily ftimulus
- of affeftion. The ideasof exercifing {enfibility
we have endeavoured to explain, and to fhew,
that if we require premature gratitude and ge-
nerofity from young people, we fhall only teach
them affeftation and hypocrify. We have
flightly touched on the dangers of exceflive fe-
male fenfibility, and have fuggefted, that' ufe-
“ful, altive employments, and the cultivation of
- the reafoning faculty, render {ympathy and
{fenfibility more refpetable, and not lefs grace-
ful.

In treating of vanity, pride, and ambition,
we have been more indulgent to vanity than
our proud readers will approve. We hope,
however, not to be mifunderftood; we hopé
that we fhall not appear to be admirers of that
mean and ridiculous foible, which is anxioufly
concealed by all who have any defire to obtain
cefteem. We cannot, however, avoid thinking,
that it is abfurd to infpire young people with a
-with to excel, and at the fame time to infift
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upon their reprefling all expreffions of fafisfac-
fion if they fucceed. The défire to obtain the
good opiniont of otheis is a firong motive to
exertion' ¢ this defire ¢#nnot be difcriminative
ig children before they have any knowledge of
the comparative value of different qualities, and
before théy can eftimate the conféélueﬁt valie of
the applaufe of different individuals. We have
endeavoured fo fhew how, from appealing at
firft to the opinions of others, children may be led
to form judgments of their own aflions, and
to appeal fo their own minds for approbation.
The fenfe of duty and independent felf-com-
placency may gradually be fubfiituted in the
place of weak, ignorant vanity. There is not

" much danger that young peoffle, whofe under-"
ftandings are improved, and who mix gradually
with fociety, fhould not be able to reptefs thofe
offenfive expreffions of vanity or pride, which
are difagreeable to the feelings of the impartial
fpe&tators. We fhould rather let the vanity of
children find its own level than attempt any ar-
tificial adjuftments; they will learn propriety of
manness from obfervation and cxpeﬁénée; we
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thould have patience with their early uncivilifed
prefumption; left; by premature reftraints, we
eheck the energy of the mind, and induce the
" cold; feeble vice of hypocrify. In their own
family, among the friends whom tiley ought to
Tove and efteem, let children, withi fimple; un=
referved vivacity, exprefs the good opinion they
have of themfelves. It is infinitely better that

they fhould be allowed this neceflary expans |

fion of felf<complacency in the company of their
ﬁlpeﬁors, than that it fhould be reprefled by

the cold hand of authority, and afterwards be

difplayed in the cbmpany of inferiors and fycos

| _ phants. . We have endeavoured to diftinguifh

“between the proper and imptoper ufe of praife
4s a motive in education: we have confidered
it as a ftimulus which, like all other excitements,
is ferviceable or pernicious, according to the
degree in which it is ufed; and the ‘circums
ftances in which it is applied.

~ Whilft we have thus been examining the ges

~eral means of educating the heart and the un-

derftanding, we have avoided entering minute<

Jy into the technical methods of obtaining cerv
Yor, 111, . X
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tain parts of km;wledge. It was eflential, in
the firft p]ace,‘ to thew, how the defire of -
knowledge was to be excited: what acduire-
ments are moft defirable, and how they are to
be moft eafily obtained, are the next confidera-
tions. In the chapters on Books—Claffical Li-
terature and Grammar—Arithmetic and Geo-
“metry—Geography and Aftronomy—Mecha-
nics and Chemiftry—we have attempted to
fhew, how a tafte for literature may early be
infufed into the minds of children, and how the
rudiments of {cience, and fome general princi-
ples of knowledge; may be acquired, without
difgufting the pupil, or fatiguing him by un-
© ceafing application. We have, in {peaking of
the choice of books for children, fuggefted the
general principles, by which a feleStion may be
fafely made ; and by minute, but we hope not
invidious criticifm, we have illuftrated our prin-
ciples fo as to make them pra&tically ufeful. )

The examination of M. Condillac’s Cours
d’Etude was meant to illuftrate our own fenti-
ments, more than to attack a particular fyftem.
Far from intending to depreciate this author,
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we think moft highly of his abilities; but we
thought it neceffary to point out fome praétical '\
errors in his mede of inftruétion. Without ex-
amples from real life, we fhould have Wanderecf,
as many others of far fuperior abilities have al-
ready wandered, in the fhadowy land of theory.

" In our chap‘ters on Grammar, ’Arithmetic,
Mechanics, Chemiftry, &c. all that we have
attempted has, been to recall to preceptors the
difficulties which they once experienced, and
to trace thofe early foo_t{feps which time infen-
fibly obliterates. How few poffefs, like Faruk-
naz in the Perfian tale, the happy art of tranf-
fufing their own fouls into the bofoms of others!
We fhall not pity the reader whom we have
dragged through Garretfon’s Exercifes, if we
can fave one trembling little pilgrim from that
<< {lough of defpond.” We hope that the pa-
tient, quiet mode of teaching claffical literature,
that we have found to fucceed in a few inftan-
ces, may be found equally fuccefsful in others ;
we are not confcious bf having exaggerated,
and we fincerely with that fome intelligent, be-
X2
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nevolent parents may verify our experiments
upon their own children.

The grea‘t,difﬁculgy which has been found in
attempts to inftru€t children in fcience has, we
apprehend, arifen from the theoretic manner in
';vhich preceptors have proceeded. The know-
Jedge that cannot be immediately.applied to
vfe, has no intereft for children, has no hold
wpon their memories ; they may learn the prin-
ciples of mechanics, or. geometry, or chemiftryy
. but if they have no means of applying their
knowledge, it is quickly forgotten, and nothing
but the difguft conneéted with the recolleStion
of ufelefs labour remains in the pupil’s mind.
It has been our obje&, in treating of thefe fub-
je@s, to fhew how they may be made intereft-
ing to yomng people; and for this purpofe we
fhould point out to them, in the daily, altive
bufinefs of life, the prattical ufe of fcientific
knowledge. ~ Their fenfes fhould be exercifed
in experiments, and thefe’ experiments fhould,
be fimple, diftin&, and applicable to fome ob-
je&t in which our pupils are immediately inte-
sefted. Weare not folicitous about the quan<
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tity of knowledge that is obtained at any given
age, but we are extremely anxious that the de-
fire t6 learn fhould continually increafe, and
that whatever is taught fhould be taught with

that per{picuity, which improves the general .

underftanding. If the firft principles of fcience
are once clearly underftood, there is no danger

“that the pupil fhould not, at any fubfequent -

period of his life, improve his praftical fkill,
.and increafe his knowledge to whatever degree
he thinks proper.

We have hitherto proceeded without difcuf-
fing the. comparative advantages of public or
_ private ‘education. ‘Whether children are to be
_educated at home, or to be fent to public femi-
naries, the fame courfe of education, d‘uring
the firft years of their lives, fhould be purfued ;

and the preparatory care of parents is eflential

to the fuccefs of the public preceptor. We
have admitted the neceffity of public fchools,
and, in the prefent ftate of fociety, we-acknow-

Jedge that many parents have it not in their -

power properly-to fupérintend the private edu-
_ cation of a family. We have earneftly advifed
X3 '

"
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parents not to attempt private education with-
out firft célculating the difficulties of the under-
taking ; we have pointed out that, by €o-ope-
rating with the public inftruftor, parents may
affift in the,format.ior‘l of their children’s charac-
ters, without undertaking the fole management
of their claffical infiru&tion. A private educa--
tion, upon a calm furvey of the advantages of
both fyftems, we prefer, becaufe more is in the
power of the private than of the public inftruc-
tor. One uniform courfe of experience may
be preferved, and no examples, but thofe
which we wifh to have followed, need be feen
by thofe children who are brought up at home.
“When we give our opinion in favour of private
education, we hope that all we have faid on
_ fervants and on acquaintance will be full in the
reader’s recollettion. - No private education,
we repeat it, can fucceed without perfe& una-
nimity, conﬁﬁen;:y, and fteadinefs, amongﬁ all -
the individuals in the family, )

We have recorhmended to parents the higheft
Bberality as the higheft prudence, in rewarding
“the care of enlightened preceptors, Ye great

A
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and opulent parents, condefcend to make your
children happy ; provide for yourfelves the cor-
dial of domeftic affe@ion againft  that ficknefs
« of long life—old age.” '

In what we have faid of governefles, mafters,
.and the value of female accomplifhments, we "
have confidered not only what is the fathion of
to-day, but rather what is likely to be the fafhion
of ten or twenty years hence. Mothers will
* Yook back, and obferve how much the fyftem of V\
female education has altered within their own
- memory ; and they will fee, with “ the prophe-
« tic eye of tafte,” what may probably be the
" fathion of another {pring—another race*. We
‘have endeavoured to fubftitute the Wordshdz‘)-
mefiic happinefs inftead of the prefent terms,
¢ fuccefs in the world—fortunate eftablifh-
¢ ments,” &c.. This will lead, perhaps, at
firft, to fome confufion in the minds of thofe
~who have been long ufed to the vold terms ; ‘but
" the new vocabulary has its advantages; the

. .young and unprejudiced will, perhaps, per-

* # ¢ Another fpring, another race fupplies.”
' Pore’s Homer»

X4,

-
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ceive them, and maternal tendernefs will eftis
mate with more precifion, but not with lefg
eagernefs, the chances af happinefs accord-
ing to the new and old tables of 'Calculation,
Seltary-metaphyficians, if any of this defcrip+

tion fhould ever deign to open a book that has
a practical title, will, we fear, be difappainted
in our chapters on Memory—lxﬁagination and
Judgment. They will not find us the. partizang
-bf aﬁy fyftem, and they will probably clofe the
‘volume with fupercilious contémpt We en-
deavour to confole ourfelves by the hope that
men of fenfe and candour will be more induls
gent, and will view with more complacency an
attempt to collet from all metaphyfical writers .
-thofe obfervations, which can be immediately
of pradtical ufe in education. Without any’
pompous’ pretenfions, we have given a fketch
of what we have been able to underftand and
afcertain of the hiftory of the mind. On fome
fuble&s the wifeft of our readers wxll at leaft
ngc us credit for knowmg that we axe 1gno-
fant.

- We do not fet that high value upon Memory,
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which- fome preceptors are inclined to do,
From all that we have obferved, we believe '
that few people are naturally deficient in this
faculty ; though in many it may have been fo
injudicioyfly cultivated as to induce the fpe&ta.
tors to conclude, that there was fome origin.al
defeét in theretentive power. The recolle&tive - ‘
power is lefs cultivated than it ought to be, by
the ufual modes of educati\,on s and this is one
reafon why fo few pupils rife above mediocrity.
They lay up treafures for moths 'to corrupt ;
they acquire a quan.tity of knowledge, fhey
.learn a multitude of words by rote, and they
cannot produce a fingle fa&, or a fingle idea,
in the moment whenit is wanted : they colle&,
but they cannot combine. ‘We have fuggefted
the means of cyltivating the inventive faculty
at the fame time that wé ftore the memory ; we
have fhewn, that on the order in which ideas
are prefented to the mind depends the order in -
which they will recur to the memory; and we
have given examples from the hiftories of great
mep and little children of the reciprocal affifts
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ance, which the memory and the mvennv'e
powers afford each other. ‘
. In fpeakmg of Tafte it has been our wifh t’o
avoid prejudx(,e and alTeStation. - We have ad- .
vifed that children fhould early be informed,
- that the principles of tafte depend upon cafual,
arbitrary, variable aflociations. This will pre-
vent our pupils from falling into the vulgar
- error of being amazed and Jeandalifed at the
taftes of other times and other nations. The
" beauties of nature and the ’produ&ions of art,
- which are found to be moft generally pleafing,
we fhould affociate with pleafure in'the mind :
' but we ought not to expeét that children fhould
 admire thofe works of imagination which fug-
 geft inftead of exprefling ideas. Until children
have acquired thq language, until they have all -
the neceffary trains of ideas, many of the fineft
ftrokes of genius in oratory, poetry, and paint-
" ing, muft to them be abfolutcly unintelligible.
In a moral point of view we have treated of
; the falfe affociations which have early influence

‘upoxi the imagination, and produce the furious




SUMMARY. 815

paffions and miferable vices. The falfe affoci-
ations which -firft infpire the young and inno-
cent mind with the love of wealth, or power,
or of what is falfely called pleafure, are point-
ed out ; and fome prattical hints are offered to
parents, which it is hoped may tend to preferve
their children from thefe moral infanities.

We do not think that perfons who ‘are much
ufed to children will quarrel with us for what
we have faid of early prodigies of wit. People,
who' merely talk to children for the amufement
of the moment, may admire their ¢lively non-
« fenfe,” and will probably think the fimplicity
of mind that we prefer is downright ftupidity.
The habit of reafoning is. feldom learned by
children who are much taken notice of for their
{prightly repartees ; but we haveobferved, that
children,after they have learned to reafon, as
they grow up and become acquainted with the
manners and cuftoms of the world, are by no
means deficient in talents for converfation, and
in that fpecies of wit which depends upon the
perception of analogy between ideas, rather
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" than a play upon words. At all events we
would rather that our papils thould be witheut
the brilliancy of wit, than the folid and effential
power of judgmen‘t. N

To cultivate the judgment of children, we
muft begin by teaching them accurately to ex-
amine and compare fuch external objeéls as are
immediately obvious to their fenfes ; when they
begin to argue, we muft be careful to make
them explain their terms and abide by them.
In books and converfation, they muft avoid all
bad reafoning, nor fhould they ever be encou--
raged “in the quibbling habit of ~arguing for
viGtory.

Prudence we confider as compounded of
judgment and refolution, When we teach chil
dren to refle&t upon and compare their own
feelings, when we frequently give them their
choice in things that are interefting to them, we
- educate them to be prudent. We cannot teach
this virtue until children have had fome expes
tience ;- as far as their, experience goes their

prudence may be exercifed. Thofe who 1¢-
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fle& upon their own feelings, and ﬁnd out ex-
altly what it is that makes them happy, arg
taught wifdom by a very few diftin& leflons,
Even fools, it is fa{d, grow wife by experience,
but it is not until they grow old under herrigid
- difcipline. '

Economy is ufUally undetftood to mean pru- .
dence in the management of money; we have
ufed this word i in a more enlarged fenfe. Chil
dren, we have obferved may be economie of
~ any thing that is trufted to their charge; unti}

they have fome ufe for money they need not be
troubled or tempted with it ; if all the necefla-
ries and conveniencies of life are provided for
‘them, they muft fpend whatever is given to
them as pocket money in fuperfluities. This
habituates them early to extrayagance. We do
not apprehend that young people fhould be ene
trufted with money, till they have been fome

time ufed to manage the money bufinefs of .

others. ‘Fhey may be taught to keep the ac-
counts of a family, from which they will learn
the price and value of different commodities.
All this our readers will perceive is nothing

4.
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more than the application of the reafoning
. powers to different objetts.
‘We have thus flightly given a fummary of the
chapters in the preceding work to recall the
whole in a conneted view to the mind ; a few
fimple principles run through the different parts;
all the purpofes of praftical education tend to
one diftinét objeft; to render our pupils good
and wife, that they may enjoy the greateft
poffible fhare of happinefs at 'prefent and in
future.
Parental care and anxiety, the hours devoted
to the inftrution of a family, will not be thrown
~ away. If parents have the patience to wait for

-their reward, that reward will far furpafs their.

“moft fanguine expeQations ; they will find in
- their children agreeable cempanions, fincere
and affe@ionate friends. Whether they live in
retirement, or in the bufy world, they will feel
their intereft in life increafe, their pleafures
multiplied by fymp:;thy with their beloved pu-
pils; they will have a happy home. How
much is comprifed in that ﬁx‘1g'le expreffion !
The gratitude of their pupils will continually
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recall the delightful refle€tion, that the feli-
city of a whole family is their own work;
and that the virtues and talents of their chil-

dren are the neceffary confequences of good
education.
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N'OTES,

CONTAINING

CONVERSATIONS AND ANECDOTES OF
CHILDREN,

i i

SEVERAL yeats ago a mother®, who had & latge
family to educate, and who had turned her attention
with much folicitude to the fubje& of education, res

* Honora EdMH, dadgiiten‘ of Edward Sneyd; Efq. of
Lichfield. As this lady's name has been mentioned in 2 monody

" on the death of Major André, we take this opportunity of cor

relting a miftake that octurs in a note to that performance. ,

¢ Till bufy rumour chafed each pleafing dream,
¢ And quenthed the radiante of the Glver beam.” °
Monody on Major Andres

The note ofi thefe lines is as follows :

¢¢ The tidings of Honora's marriage. Upon that event Mr.
¢ André quitted his profeffion as a merchant, and joined our army
¢t in America."’ ' :
Mifs Honorh Sneyd was married to Mr. Edgeworth in July
1993, and the date of Major Andrd’s firft comyniffion in the
. Welth Fufileers is March 4th, 1771.
Ye
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folved to write notes from day to day of all the trifling
things which mark the progrefs of the mind in child-
hood. She was of opinion, that the art of education
fhould be confidered as an experimental fcience, and
that many authors of great abilities had miftaken their
road by following theory inftead of pratice. The
title of ¢ Practical Education’ was chofen by this lady,
and prefixed to a little book for children, which the
began, but did not live to finith. The few notes which
- remain of her writing are preferved, not only merely
out of refpe&t for her memory, but becaufe it is
thought that they may be ufeful. Her plan of keeping
a regifter of the remarks of children has at intervals
been purfued in her family; a number of thefe anec-
dotes have been interfperfed in this work,. a few which
did not feem immediately to fuit the didactic nature of
any of our chapters remain, and with much hefitation
and diffidence are offered to the public. We have fe-
le@ed fuch anecdotes as'may in fome meafure illuftrate
the principles that we have endeavoured to -eftablifh ;
and we hope that from thefe trifling, but genuine con-
verfations of children and parents, the reader will dif-
tin&ly perceive the difference between prattical and
theoretic education. As fome further apology for of-
 fering them to the public, we recur to a paffage in Dr.
Reid’s * Effays, which encourages an attempt to ftudy
minutely the minds of children.”
¢ If we could obtain a diftin& and full hiftory of all.
¢ that hath paffed i the mind of a child from the be-
¢ ginning of life and fenfation till it grows up to the

¢ This has been formerly quoted in the preface to Parent’ .
Aﬂ'x(tant

..
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¢ ufe of reafon, how its infant faculties begin to work,

¢ and how they brought forth and ripened all the va-
¢¢ rious notions, opinions, and fentiments, which we
#¢ find in ourfelves when we come to be capable of re-
¢¢ fletion, this would be a treafure of natural hiftory
¢¢ which would probably give more light into the hu-
¢¢ man faculties, than. all the fyflems of philofophers
¢ about them from the beginning of the world.”

The reader, we hope, will not imagine that we think
we can prefent him with this treafure of natural hifs
tory ; we have only a few fcattered notices, as Bacon
would call them, to offer: perhaps, even this flight
attempt may awaken the attention of perfons equal to
the undertaking ; if able preceptors and parents would
purfue a fimilar plan, we might, in time, hope to ob-
tain a full hiftory of the infant mind.

It may occur 1o parents, that writing notes of the
remarks of children would leffen their freedom and fim-
plicity in converfation; this would certainly be thé
cafe if care were not taken to prevent the pupils from
thinking of the zote-book *. ~ The following notes were
mever feen by the children who are mentioned in them,
and though it was in general known in the family that
fuch'notes"were taken, the pariicular remarks that were
written down were never known to the pupils; nor was
any curiofity excited upon this fubje&. The attempt
would have been immediatcly abandoned,-if we had
perceived that it produced any bad confequences. The
fimple language of childhood has been preferved with~" -
out alteration in the following notes ; and as we could

* The anecdotes mentioned in the preceding pages were read
to the children with the reft of the work.

Y3
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"not devife any better arrangement, we have followed
the order of time, and we have conftantly inferted the
ages of the children, for the fatisfadion of preceptors
and parents, to whom alone thefe infantine anecdotes
can be interefting. 'We fay nothing farther as to their

* accuracy; if the reader does not fee in the anecdotes

themfelves internal marks of veracity, all we could fay

would be of no avail, . :

X—— (agirl of five years old) afked why a piece of
paper fell quickly to the ground when rumpled up,
why fo flowly when opened.

Y- (agirl of three years and a half o}d) feemg her
~ fifter taken care of and nurfed when fhe had chilblains,

faid, that the withed to have chilblains, .

Z——— (a girl between two and three), when her mo-
ther was putting on her bonnet, and when the was
going out to walk, looked at the cat, and faid with a
plaintive voice, ¢ Poor Puffey ! You have no bonnet,
¢ Pufley |”?

X-—— (5 years old) afked why fhe was as tall as
the trees when fhe was far from them.

Z—— (4 years old) went to church, and when fhe
was there faid, *¢ Do thofe mens do every thing better
¢ than we; becaufe they talk fo loud, and I think they
" 6¢ read.”

" It was a country church, and people fang; but the
.child faid, ¢ She thought they did’nt fing, but roared,
“ becaufe they were fthut up in that place, and didn’t
¢ like it.” '

L—— (a boy between 3 and 4 years old) was ﬁa.nda
ing before a grate with coals in it, which were not
 lighted ; his mother faid to him, ¢ What is the nfe of

¢ coals 2
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L———. ¢ To put in your grate.”
" Mother, ¢ Why are they put there?
L——. ¢ To make fire.”
Mother, “ How do they make fire”
L~—. ¢¢ Fire is brought to them ?”’
M?ther. ¢« How is fire brought to them ?”’

- Le——. ¢ Fire is brought to them upon a candle

¢¢ put to them.”

L——, a little while afterwards, afked leave to light
acandle, and when a bit of paper was given to him
for that purpofe, faid, ¢ But, mother, may I take
“¢ fome light out of your fire to put to it "’

This boy had more exac idegs of property than Pro-
metheus had. ) ' '

Z-——, when fhe was between five and fix, faid,
¢ Water keeps things alive, and eating keeps alive chil-
¢ dren,” ’

Z—— (fame age), meddling with a fly, faid, ¢ fhe
#¢ did not hurt it.” % Were you ever a fly ? faid her
mother. ¢ Not that 1 know of,”’ anfwered the child,

Z——"3 father fent her into a room where there
were fome knives and forks. ¢ If you meddle with -
¢ them,” faid he, ¢ you may cut yourfelf.”
¢ Ze——, <11 won't cut myfelf.” '

Father. ¢ Can you be fure of that ?**

Z————. ¢ No, but I can take care.”

Father. ¢ But if you fhould cut yourfelf, would it
¢ do you.any good !

Z——, “No—Yes.”

Father. < What good ?*

Z—~——. *Not to do o another time,*

~——r— (fame age.) Z ’s mother faid to her,
# Will you give me fome of your fat cheeks > ’
Y4




328 PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

Z——. ¢ No, I cannot, it would hurt me.”

Mother. ¢ But if it would not hurt you, would
¢ you give me fome ?*’ :

Z——. ¢ No, it would make two holes in my
¢ cheeks that would be difagreeable.” )

A fentimental mother would perhaps have been dif-
pleafed with the fimple anfwers of this little girl. (V.
Sympathy and Senfibility.)

The followingmemorandums of Mrs. H——E~——s
(dated 1779) have been of great ufe to us in our chap.
ter of Toys.

¢ The playthings of children fhould be calculated
¢ to fix their attention, that they may not get a habit
¢¢ of doing any thing in a liftlefs manner.” .

¢ There are periods as long as two or three months
€ at a time, in the lives of young children, when their
€ bodies appear remarkably a&ive and vigorous, and

© ¢ their minds. dull .and inanimate; they are at thefe
¢ times incapable of comprehending any new ideas,
¢ and forgetful of thofe they have already received,
¢ When this difpofition to exert the bodily.faculties
¢ fubfides, children fhew much reftlefinefs and diftafte
¢ appear long to them, they afk a multitude of quefti
¢ ons, and are contipuslly looking. forward ,ta fome
¢ future good ; if at this.time any mental employment
¢ be prefented to them, they receive it with the utmoft
¢ avidity, and purfue it with affiduity ; their minds
¢ appear to have acquired * additional powers from
¥ having remained ina&ive for a confiderable time.””

_(January 1781.) Z——, (7 years old.): ¢ What

‘¢ are bones made of ? My father fays it has not been
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#¢ found out. If I thould find it out, I ﬂmll be wifer
¢ in that refpe&-that my father.”

~ {April 8th.) Z——, ¢ What becomes of the blood
¢ when people die ¢

- Father, ¢ It ftays in the body.” :

Z——. <1 thoughtit went out of the body ; be~

" ¢¢ caufe you told me that what we eat was turned inte
#¢-blood, and that blood nourithed the body and kept
¢ it alive,”

Father. ¢ Yes, my dear; but blood muft be ia
¢¢ motion to keep the body alive; the heart moves the
¢ bloed through the arteries and veins, and the blood -
¢¢ comes-back again to the heart. We don’t know how
% this motion’ is. performed. What we eat is not
¢ turned at once into blood; it is djffolved by fome=
¢ thing in the ftomach, and is turned into fomething
¢ white like milk, which is called chyle ; the chyle
$¢ paflés through little pipes in the hody called lacteals,
¢¢ and into the veins and arteries, and becomes blood.
¢¢ But I don’t know how. Iwill fhew you the infide
€ of the body of a dead pig: apig’s infide is fomething
f¢ like that of a man.”

, (fame age.) When her father had given
her an account of a large flone that was thrown to a
confiderable diftance from Mount Vefuvius at the
. time of an eruption, fhe afked, how the air could keep
- _a large ftone from falling, when it would not fupport
her welght
A (fame age) when fhe was reading the Ro-
mah hlﬁory, was afkeds what fhe thought of the con-
du& of the wife of Afdrubal. Z-—— faid fhe did not
like her. _ She was afked why. The firft reafon Z——
gave far not liking.the lady was, ¢ that' fhe fpoke
3
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# Joud ;** the next, ¢ that fhe was unking to her huf-
¢ band, and killed her children.”

We regret (though perhaps our readers may reJolce)
that feveral years elapfed in which thefe little notes’ of
the remarks of children were difcontinued. In 1792
the following notes were begun by one of the fame
family.

(March 92.) Mr. faw an Trith giant at Briftol,
and when he came home Mr. —— gave his children
& defcription of the giant. His height, he faid, was
abont eight feet. S—— (a boy of five years old)
afked whether. this giant had lived much longer than
other men. ~

Father. “No : why did you think he bad lived
¢ Jonger than other men ! \

B——. ¢ Becaufe he was fo much taller.”

Father. ¢ Well.”

S+—. ¢ And he had fo much more time te

'grow.”

Father. ¢ People, after a certain age, do not grow
¢ any more. Your fiter M——, and I, and yout
¢ mother, have not grown any taller fince you can
¢¢ remember, have we ?”’ ' ' .

.S~ “Noj; but I have, and B——, and
c?_.):

Father. “Yes; you are children. Whilft peaple
#¢ are growing they are called children ; after they have
« done growing, they are called men and women.”

(Apri[ 92.) At tea-time, to-day, fomebody faid
that hot chocolate fcalds worfe than hot tea or hot
water. Mr. afked his children if they could give

"any reafon for this. They were filent.
Mr, —,  If water be madg as hot as it can be
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“ made, and if chocolate be made as hot as‘it can be
¢ made, the chocolate will fcald you the moft. Can
¢ you tell me why?”’ .

C——, (a girl between 8 and 9 years old.) ¢ Be-
\¢¢ caufe there is oil, I believe, in the chocolate ; and

" € becaufe it is thicker, and the parts clofer together,
#¢ than in tea or water.”

Father. “What you fay is trué; but you have not
# explained the reafon yet. Well, H—

H——, (a boy between 9 and 10.) ¢ Becaufe
¢¢ there is water in the bubbles.””

Fathér. ¢ Water in the bubbles I don’t underﬂand '
¢ Water in what bubbles?”’

, H «q thought T had always feen, when wa-
¢¢ ter boils, that there are a great many little bubbles
¢ upon the top.”

Father. ¢'Well ;, but what has that to do thh the
¢ queftion I afked you ?”

H-——. ¢ Becaufe the cold air that was in the
# bubbles would cool the water next them, and then’”
—{fhe was quite confufed, and ftopped.)

B—— (a girl of 10 or 11 years old) fpoke next. I
# thought that chocolate was much thicker than water,
“and there were more parts, and thofe parts were
#¢ clofer together, and each could hold but a certain
é¢ quantity of heat ; and therefore chocolate could be
& made hotter than water,”

Father. ¢ That is a good chemical idea. You fup- .
¢ pofe that the chocolate and tea can be faturated with
¢ heat. But you have none of you yet told me the
. g reafon

.
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Father. / ¢“Can water ever be made hotter thaw

¢ boiling hot ?”’ ‘
B——. “No.”

Father, ¢ Why:”

B——. ¢ I don’t know.”

. Father, *What happens to water when it does
¢ what we call boi/

H-—~—, ¢ Itbubbles, and makes a fort of noife.”

B——. €It turns into fteam or vapour, I believe.”

Father. ¢ All at once ?”

B——. ¢No: but what is at the top firft?”’

Father. < Now you fee the reafon why water can’t
¢ be made hotter than boiling hot; for if a certain
¢¢ degree of heat be applied to it, it changes into the
¢ form of vapour, and flies of. When I was a little
¢ boy, I was once near having a dreadful accident.
%] had not been taught.the nature of water, and
¢ fteam, and heat, and evaporation ; and I wanted
#¢ to fill a wet hollow ftick with mclted lead. The mo-
¢ ment I poured the lead into the ftick, the water in
¢¢ the wood turned into vapour fuddenly, and the lead
¥¢ was thrown with great violence to the cetling: my
¢ face narrowly efcaped. -So you fee people fhould
¢ know what they are about before they meddle with
¢ things.——But now as to the chocolate.”

No one feemed to have any thingto fay about the
chocolate.

Father. ¢ Water, you know, boils with a’certain
§¢ degree of heat. 'Will oil, do you think, boil with,
¢¢ the fame heat ?”’

C——. ¢“Idon’t underftand.” ’

Father. ¢ Inthe fame dogree of heat (you muft learn
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. «to accuftom yourfelf to thofe words, though they
“ feem difficult to you)~In the fame heat do you
¢ think water or ol would boil the fooneft ?”

None of the children knew.

Father. ¢ Water would -boil the fooneft. More
¢ heat is neceffary to make oil boil, or turn into va-
¢¢ pour, than to make water evaporate. Do you know
¢¢ of any thing which is ufed to determin-, to fbew, and
¢ mark to us the different degrees of heat ?*

B——. ¢ Yes; athermometer.”’

Father. “Yes: thermometer comes from two
€ Greek words, one of which fignifies heat, and the
¢ other meafure. Meter, means meafure. Thermo-
< meter a meafurer of heat ; barometer a meafurer of
¢‘the weight of the air; hygrometer a meafurer of
¢ moifture. Now, if you remember, on the thermo-
¢ meter you have feen thefe words at a certain mark,
€€ the beat of boiling water. The quickfilver, in a ther-
“ mometer, rifes to that mark when it is expofed to
¢¢ that degree of heat which will make the water turn
¢ into vapour. Now the degree of heat which is ne-

% ceffary to make oil evaporate is not marked on the: -

¢¢ thermometer ; but it requires feveral degrees more
¢ heat to evaporate oil than is neceffary. to evaporate
¢ water.—So now you know that chocolate, containing
¢ more oil than is contained in tea, it can be made
¢ hotter before it turns into vapour.””
Children may be led to acquire a tafte for chemiftry
by flight hints in converfation.
(July 22d, 1794.) Father. ¢ S——, canyou tell
¢ me what is meant by a body’s falling ?”’
S——, (7 years old.) ¢ A body’s falling means a
* body’s dying, I believe.”
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Father. < By body, 1 don’t mean a perfon, but
¢ any thing. What is meant by any thing’s falling ?*’
S——. ¢ Coming down from a high place.”
Father. ¢ What do you miean by a high place?’”
S——. ¢ A place higher than places ufually arej
¢shigher than the ground.”
Father, ¢ What do you mean by the ground ?**
S——. ¢ The earth.
Father. ¢ What fhapedo you think the earth is ?*”
S——. ¢“Round.”
Father. ¢ Why do you think it is round ¥’
S——. ¢ Becaufe I have heard a great many peo-
¢ ple fay fo.”
. Father. ¢ The fhadow.—It is fo difficult to explain
_ %€ to you, my. dear, why we think that the earth is
¢¢ round, that I will not attempt it yet.””

It is better, as we have often obferved, to avoid
all imperfeé? explanations, which give children confufed
ideas.

(Auguft 18th, 1794.) Mafter came-to fee us,
and taught S—— to fith for minnows. It was explain-
ed to S—— that fithing with worms for baits tortures

. the worms. No other argument was ufed, no fenti-

mental exclamations made upon the occafion ; and

- S—— fithed .no more, nor did he ever mennon the
fubje& again.

Children fomenmes appear cruel, when in fa& they
do not know that‘they give pain to animals.

‘(July 27th, 1704.) S———faw a beautiful rainbow,
and he faid, &I with I could walk over that fine
¢ arch.”

This is one of the pleafures of Ariel, and of the
Sylphs in the Rape of the Lock., S~ was mot
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praifed for a poetic with, left he thould have learnt
affetation.

(September 3d, 1794.) Mr. ——— attempted to
explain to B——, H o S , and C——-, the
nature of infurance, and the day afterwards he afked
them to explain it to him. They none of them under-
ftood it except B——, who could not, however, ex-
* plain it, though fhe did underftand it. The terms
were all new to them, and they had no fhips to
infure.

(September 1gth.) At dinner to-day, S——0 (71
years old) faid to his fiter C——, ¢ What is the name
“ of that man that my father was talking to that
s founded like Idem, Ifdal, or Izard, I believe.”
¢ Izard |’ faid fomebody at table, ¢ that name founds
¢ like Lizard; yes, there is a family of the Lizards in
¢ the Guardian.”

S——. ¢¢ A real family ?”’

Mr, ——. ¢ No, my dear; a name given to fnp-
¢ pofed chara&ers.”

M——. “Wasn’t it one ef the young Lizards who
¢ would prove to his mother when the had juft fcalded
¢ her fingers with boiling water out of the tea-ketale,
¢ that there’s no more heat in fire that heat’s you,
% than pain in the flick that beats you ?”’

Mt, ——. ¢ Yes; Ithink that chara&er has done
“ harm, it has thrown 3 ridicule upon metaphyﬁcal
¢ difquifitions.”

. Mrs. ¢¢ Are not thofe lines about the pain in

« the ftick in the  Letter * to my Slﬁers at Crux
¢ Eafton,” in Dodﬂey’s poems ?”’

* Seame Jennings's.
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"Mr. . “Yes; but they come originally from
¢¢ Hudibras, you know.”’

In flight converfations, fuch as thefe, whlch are not
contrived for the purpofe, the curiofity of children is
awakened to literature ; they fee the ufe which people
make of whit they read, and they learn to 'talk freely
about what they meet with in books. What a variety
of thoughts came in a few inftants from S——"s quef-
tion about /dem !

) (November 8th, 1795.) Mr. —— read the firft
chapter of Hugh Trevor to us; which contains the
hiftory of a paffionate farmer, who was in-a rage with
a goofe becaufe it would not eat fome cats which he '
offered it. He tore off the wings of the animal, and
twifted off its neck; he bit off the ear of a pig becaufe
it fquealed when he was ringing it; he ran at his ap-
prentice Hugh Trevor with a pitchfork, becaufe he
fufpected that he had drunk fome milk ; the pitchfork
ftuck ina door. Hugh Trevor then told the paffionate
farmer, that the dog Jowler had drunk the milk, but
that he would not tell this before, becaufe he knew his
mafter would have hanged the dog.

S——— admired Hugh Trevor for this extremely N

The farmer in hislucid intervals is extremely penitent,
but his fit of rage feizes him again one morning when
he fees fome milk boiling over. He flies at Hugh
Trevor, and ftabs him with a clafp knife, with which
he had been cutting bread and cheefe; the knife is
ftopped by half a crown which Hugh Trevor had
fewed in his waiftcoat 5 this balf crown be had found on
the btgbway a few days before.

It was doubted by Mifs M, S—— whether this 1a.ﬂ:

.awas a proper circumftance to be told to childrem, bee
caufe it might lead them to be difhoneft.
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The evening after Mit. —— had read the flary, he
afked S—— to repeat it to him. § remembered
*3t, and told it diftinétly.till he came to the half crown;
at this circomftance-he bhefitated. * He ' find he did hot
"know how. Hugh- TreWor "¢ caime te Aecpity”” though
he had found it. He wondered thit Hugb Trevor did
not afk about it -

Mrl ---—-exphmed to him,.that ivhen a perfon ﬁnds
any thing upon the highway, ‘he fhould put it into the
hand of the public cryer, who thould ery ét. Mr. vt
was not quite certain whether the property fourd an
the high road, after it-has been crisd and no ownér
appears, belongs to the king, or fo the perfon who
finds it. Blackftone’s Commentaries were canfulted ;
the paflage concerning Treafurstreve whas read to S——»;
it is written in fuch diftiné& language that he undérftood -
it completely.

Young people may acquire much lmowledgeby con-~
falting books, at the mioment that any ihtereft-is &3cit-
ed by converfation upon particular fubje@s.

Explanations about the Jew were detailed 10 Sewss,
becaufe he was intended for alawyér. In converfation
we may dire@ the attentionof childen to what are to

.be their profeffional ftudies, and we may affoeiate en-
tertainment and pleafure with the idea of their future
profeffion.

‘The flery of the paffionate farmer in Hugh ’Tret or
was tKought to be 2 gaod leffon for ebildten of vivaci-

- ¢ious tempers, as it fhews to what crimes excafs of
pafiioft may tranfport. This than appears an obje&t 6f
compatlion ; all the children felt a mixture of pity

Vos. I11. 4
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and abhorrence when they heard the hiftory of his
difeafe.

(November 83d, 1795.) This morning at breakfaft
Mifs ——— obferved, that theinfide of the cream cover,
which was made of black Wedgwood’s ware, looked
brown and fpeckled, as'if the glazing had been worn
away; fhe afked whether this was caufed by the
cream. One of the company immediately exclaimed,
€Oh ! I’ve heard that Wedgwood’s ware won’t hold
¢ oil.”” Mr. —— obferved, that it. would be beft to
try the experiment, inftead of refting content with this

hearfay evidence; he atked H and S what
- would be the beft method of trying the ex.penment
-exaétly.

S—— propofed to pour oil into a veflel of Wedge-
wood’s ware, and to meafure the depth of the oil
when firft putin ; to leave the oil in the veffel for fome
time, ‘and then to meafure again the depth of the oil.

H—— faid, ‘I would weigh the Wedgwood’s ware
¢¢ vefel, then pour oil into it, and weigh it (them)
¢ again ; then I would leave the oil in the veffel for
¢ fomc time, and afterwards I would pour-out theoil,

~¢¢ and would weigh the veflel to fee if it had gained
¢ any weight; and then weigh the oil to find’ oit
-¢¢ whether. it had loft any. weight fince it was put into .
¢ theveflel.”” H-——"s fcheme was approved.

A black Wedgwood’s ware falt-cellar was weig‘hed
in accurate fcales ; it weighed 1196 grains ; 110 grams
of oil were poured into it ; total weight of the falt-cel-
lar and oil 1306 grs. Six months afterwards, the falt-
cellar was produced to the childien, who were afton-

ithed to fee that the oil had difappeared. The lady,
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who had firft afféerted that Wedgwood’s ware would
not hold oil, was inclined to believe that the_oil had
pozed through the pores of the falt-cellar ; but the
little fpe&tators thought it was more probable that the
oil might have been accidentally fpilled ; ‘the falt-cellar
weighed as before 1196 grains.

The experiment was repeated, and thxs time it was
refolved to lock .up the falt-cellar, that it mlght not
again be thrown down.

(April 14th, 1796.) Into the fame fa]t-cellar 100
grains weight of oil was poured (total weight 1296
grains): The falt-cellar was put on' a faucer and co.
vered with a glafs tumbler. (June 3d, 1796.) Mr, —
weighed the falt-cellar, and found that with the oil it
weighed precifely the fame as before- 1296 grains;

-without the oil 1196 grains, its original weight;
therefore it was clear that the Wedgwood’s ware had
neither, imbibed the oil, or let it pafs through its
pores.

This little experiment has not been thus minutely-
told for philofophers, but for children ; however trivial
the fubje&, it is ufeful to teach children early to try
etperiments. Even the weighing and calculating in
this experiment amufed-them, and gave fome ideas of -
the exadtnefs neceffary to prove any fa&.

(December 1ft, 1795.) S—— (8 years old), in read-
ing Gay’ s fable of ¢ the painter who pleafed every
¢ body and nobody,”” was delighted to hear that the

painter put his pallet upon his thumb, becaufe S——

~ had feen alittle palletof his fifter A~—"s which fhe

ufed to put on her thumb. S—— had been much

amufed by this, and he was very fond of this fifter, who

had been abfent for fome time, Aflociation makes
Ze
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flight circumftances .agreeable to children; if we do
hot know thefe affociations we are furprifed at their
expreffions of delight. It is ufefal to trace them. (Vid.
Chaptet on kmagination. )

8ewee feemed puszled when he read that the patnter
¢¢ dipped his pencil, talked of Greeee.” ¢ Why did he
talk of Grvece P! fajd S—— with a look of aftonith-
ment. Upon emquiry, it was fourid that S——— mifs
took the word Greece for Greafed

It was explained to him, that Grecian flatues and
Grecian figures arg generally thought to be particularly
graceful and well executed ; that, therefore, painters
attend to them.
- December 1t, 1795. After ditner to-day, S—=

was looking at-a litde black toothpick-cafe of his fa-

ther’s.s his father afked him lf he knew what it was
male of.

The chiliren gaeffed dlﬁ'ennt tlungs 3 wood horn,
bone, paper, pafteboard, glue.

Mr.iwe—. “Infleadof examiningthe tooth-plck cafe,

¢ 8y you bold it in your hand, and turn your eyes
% away from it that you may think the better. Now,
¢ when ¥ want to find out any thing about a particelar
¢¢ objeét, I keep my eye fixed upon it. Obferve the
¢ texture of that toothpick-cafe, if you want to know
¢ the materials of which it is made look at the edges,

" # feel it.”

S, ¢ May I fmell it ??’

Mr. ——. ¢ Oh yes. You may ufe all your fenfes.”

S——, (fecling the toothpick-cafe, fmelling it, and
fooking clafely atit.) ¢ Itisblack, and fmooth, and
¢ frong and light. Whatis, letme fce, both firong
¢ and light, apd it will bend—parchment. ?”
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" Mr, ———. *Thetisa goed guels ; but yau are
¢¢ not quite right yet. What is parchment ? I think by
 your look that you don’t-know.””- :

S——. ¢ Is it not paper pafted together?”’

M——. ¢“No; I thought you miftook pa&cboard
¢ for parchment.” . . !

S < Is parchment fkin > ,‘
" Mr. ——. ¢ Of what?”

S$——. ¢ Animals.” !

Mr. ——. % What animal?"

S——. ¢1don’t kmow.”: ..

Mr. —. ¢ Parchment is the lkm of fhaep »

“But, S——, don’t keep the tdothpick-cafe in
¥ your hand, puﬂ\ it round the table to your neigh-
% bours, that every body may look agaim before they
¢ guefs. I think, for certgin reafons of my own, that
¢¢ H—— will guefs right.” :

Hi—r~. ¢ Oh, I know what it is now {”’

" H had lately made a pump, the pifton of which
was made of leather ; the leather had been wetted, and
then forced through a mould of the proper fize. . Hw—
recolleted this, as Mr. thought he would, and
guefled.that the cafe might have been made of leather,
. and by a fimilar procefs.

S, ¢ I3 it made of the fkin of fome animal ?*’
Mr. ——. ¢ Yes; bat what do you mean by the
¢ fkin of fome animal? What do you call it ?*’

. 8—— (laughing). ¢¢ Oh, leather! leather!”

H~—. ¢ Yes, i’s made the fame way that the
"¢ pifton of my pump is mede, I fuppofe.”

M——=.  Could not thoes be made in the fame
~ # manner in a mould : .

Zs3



342 COMPRACTICAL EDUCATION. ..

Mr. ——. ¢ Yes; but there would be one difad-
¢ vantage ; the fhoes would lofe their fhape as foon as
¢¢ they were wet ; and the fole and upper leather muft
¢¢ be nearly of the fame thicknefs.”

8. ¢ Is the toothpick-cafe made out of any
< particular kind of ledther? T with T could make
'onel” '

M- ¢ You have a bit of green leather, will
¢ you give it to me? I'll punch it out-like H—'s
¢ pifton ; but I don’t exa&tly know how the toothpick-
¢¢ cafe was made into the right thape ?*’ :

Mr. —. It was made in the fame manner in
¢ which pencil-cafes and thimbles are made. If you

- ¢¢ take a thin piece of filver, or of any duétile material, -

"¢ and lay it over a concave mould, you can readily
% imagine that you can make the thin, du&ile mate-
¢ rial take the fhape of any mould inte which you put
“it; and you may go on forcing it into moulds of
¢ different depths, till at laft the plate of filver will

- ¢ have been fhaped into a cylindrical form § a thim-

-4 ble, a-pencil-cafe, a toothpick~cafe, or any fimilar
¢ figure.” .
We have obferved, (V. Mechanics) that children
Thould have fome geneyal idea of mechanics before they
'go into the large manufattories ; this can be given to
them from time to time in converfationy when little
circumftances occur which naturally lead to the fub-
jeét. ‘
! (November 30th, 1795.) S—— faid he liked the
beginning of Gay’s fable of ¢ The man and the flea’
very much, but he could not tell what was meant by
the crab’s crawling befide the cora/ grove, and" hearing

N
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the ocean roll above. ¢ The ocean cannot roll abeve,
¢¢ can it, mother?”’

Mother. ¢ Yes, when the animal is crawling be-
¢ low he hears the water rolling above him.”

M——. ¢ Coral groves mean the branches of co-
¢¢ ral which look like trees ; you faw fome at Briftol in
¢ Mr. B—"s colle&tion.” ‘

The difficulty S found in underftanding ¢¢ coral
¢ groves” confirms what has been obferved, that chil-
dren fhould never read poetry without its being tho-
roughly explained.” (V. Chapter on Books.)

(January 10th, 1795.) S—— (8 years old) faid
that he had been thinking about the wind ; and he
- believed that it was the earth’s turning round that made
the wind.

M ¢ Then how comes it that the wind does'
¢ not blow always the fame way ?”’

8——. ¢ Aye, that’s the thing I can’t make out;
¢ befides, pcrhaps the air would ftick to the earth as it
“ turns round, as threads ftick to my {pinning top,
¢ and go round with it.”

(January 4th, '1795.) As we were talking of the
king of Poland’s little dwarf, S recolle@ed by .
contraft the Irith giant whom he had feen at Briftol.
4¢ 1 liked the Irith giant very much, becaufe,” faid
. S——, ¢ though he was fo large he was not furly;
¢¢ and when my father afked him to take out his fhae-
¢ buckle to try whether it would cover my foot, he
¢t did not feem in a hurry to do it. I fuppofe he did
¢¢ not with to thew how little I was.” _

‘Children are nice obfervers of that kind of politenefs
which arifes from good nature; they may hence learn

Zs - -
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what really pleafes in manners, without being taught
grimace. ’
Dwarfs and giants led us to Gulliver’s Travels.
S—— had never read them, but one of the company
now gave him fome general account of Lxlhput and
Brohdignag, He thought the account of the little
people more entertaining than that of the large ones;
the carriage of Gulliver’s hat by a team of Lilliputian
harfes diverted him; but, when he was told that the
queen of Brobdignag’s dwarf ftuck Gulliver one day at
dinner into a marrow bone; S—— looked grave, and -
feemod - rather fhacked than- amufed; be faid, < It
¢ muft havé almoft fuffocated poor Gulliver, and muft
¢¢ have fpoiled his clothes.” S——— wondered of what
cloth they could make him new clothes, becaufe the
gloth in Brobdignag muft have been too thick, and as
thick as a board. He alfo withed to know what fort
of glafs was ufed-to glaze the windows in Gulliver’s
waooden houfe; ¢“hecaufe,” faid he, ¢ their common
¢¢ glafs muft have bpen fo thick that it would not have
¢ beent tranfparent to Gulliver.”” He thought that
Gulliver muft have been extremely afraid of fetting his
fmall wootlen houfe on fire.
"M . ““ Why more afraid than we are? His
€€ houfe was as large for Gulliver asour houfe is for
‘( us, »

. Se——. ¢ Yes, but what makes the fire muft have
§¢ been o much larger | Qne cinder, one fpark of theirs
“ would have filled his little grate, And how did he
$¢ do to read their baoks ?” -

S—— was told that Gulhver food at the topmol't
Jine of the page, and ran along as faft as he read till

de got to the bottom of the Page,' It was fug_geﬁed,
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that Gulliver might have ufed @ diminithing glafs.
© 8—— immediately exclaimed, ¢ How entertaining it
¢ muft have been to him to look through their tele-
«fcopes I’ An inflance of iavention arifing from
contrafl.

If the converfation had not here been interrupted,

S—— would probably have invented 3 greater variety

of pleafures end difficulties for Gulliver; his eagernefs
to read Gulliver’s Travels was increafed by this cone
verfation. We fhould let - children exercifs their in+
vention upon all fubje&s, and not tell them the whole
of every thing, and all the ingenious parts of 3 ﬁory,
Sometimes they invent thefe, and are then interefied
to fee how the rea/ author has managed them, Thus
cll(ildren’s love for literature may be increafed, and the
altivity of their minds may be exercifed. ¢ Le fecret

¢ d’ennuyer,” fays an author * who never tires us,

¢ Le fecret d’ennuyer eft celui de tout dire.”” This
may be applied to the art of education. (V. Attenuon,
Memory, and Invention.)

(January 17th, 1796.) S——. € I_don’t undeg-
“ ftand about the tides.”

H-—— (13 years old). ¢ The moon when it comes

“ near the earth draws up the fea by the middles ate
¢ tradls it, and as the middle ryifes, the water runs
¢¢ down from that again into the channels of rivers.”

S——. . ¢ But—~Hum !—the moon attraéts the fea;
¢ but why dqes not the fun attraét it by the middle as
¢« well as the moon? How can you be fure that it is
¢¢ the moon that does it ?”’

Mr, ——. ¢ We are not fure that the mgon is the
#¢ caufe of tides,”

¢ Volgaire.

1L
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We fhould never force any fyftem upon the belief of
children; but wait till they can underftand all the ar-
guments on each fide of the queftion. -

(January 18th, 1796.) S-— (9 years old). ¢ Fa-
¢ ther, I have thought of a reafon for the wind’s

o« blowing. When there has been a hot funfhiny day,

¢ and when the ground has been wet, the fun attra&ts
¢¢ a great deal of vapour : then that vapour muft have
¢ room, fo it muft puth away fome air to make room
¢ for itfelf : befides, vapour fwells with heat, fo it
¢ muft have a great-great deal of room as it grows hot-
¢ ter and hotter; and the moving the air to make way
¢ for it muft. make wind.” .
It is probable, that if children are not early taught by
rote words which they cannot underftand, they will think
for themfelves! and, however ftrange their incipient
theories may appear, there is hope for the improve-
ment of children as lbng as their minds are aétive
(February 13th, 1796.) S——. ¢ How do phy-
¢ ficians try hew medicines? If they are not fure
¢¢ they will fucceed, they may be hanged for murder,
“ mayn’t they? It is cruel to try them (them meant
¢ medicines) on animals; befides, all animals are not

. ¢ the fame as men, A pig’s infide is the moft like

“that of aman. I remember my father fhewed us
¢ the infide of a pig once.” )

Some time afterwards, S—— inquired what was
meant by the circulation of the blood. ¢ How are we
¢¢ fure that it does move ?  You told me that it doesn’t
¢ move after we die, then nobody can have feen it
¢ really' moving in the veins ; that beating that I feel
“in my pulfe does not feel like any thing running
¢ backwards and forwards ; it beats up and down.””
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The lady to whom S—— addreffed thefe queftions .
and obfervations unfortunately could not give him any
information upon this fubje&, but fhe bhad at leaft the
prudence or honefty, to tell the boy that ¢ the did hot
4¢ know any thing about the matter.”’

S—— fhould have been thewn the cnrculation of the
blood in fithes ; which he might h}ve feen by a mi-
erofcope. -

Children’s minds turn to fuch inquiries ; furely, if
they were intended for phyficians, thefe are the mo-
ments to give them a tafte for their future profeffion,
by affociating pleafure with inftruction, and conne&ing
with the eagernefs of curiofity the hope of making dif-.
coveries ; a hope which all vivacious young people
firongly feel. .

(February 16th.) S—— objefted to that fable of
Phedrus in which it is faid, that a boy threw a ftone
at Efop, and that Afop told the boy to throw a ftone
at another paffenger, pointing to a rich man. The
boy did as Zfop defired, and the rich man had the
boy hanged.

S——— faid, that he thought that Zfop fhould have
been hanged, becaufe ZEfop was the caufe of the boy’s
fault '

"How little fuited political fables are to children. This
fable, which was meant to fhew, we fuppofe, that the
rich could not, like the poor, be infulted with impu-
nity, was quite unintelligible to a boy (nine years old)

“of fimple underftanding.

(July 19th, 1796.) Amongft < Valgar errors,” Sir
Thomas Browne might have mentioned the common
notion, that if you take a hen and hold her head down
to the ground, and draw a circle of chalk round her,
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fhe will be enchanted by this magical operation fo that
fhe cannot ftir. We determined to try the experiment,
for which Dr. Johnfon would have laughed at ys, as
he laughed at Browne * for trying <“the bopelefs experi-
% ment’’ about the magnetic dials.
A hen’s head was held down upon a ftone flag, and
& chalk line was drawn before her ; fhe did not move,
The fame hen was put into a circle of chalk that had
"been previoufly drawn for her reception ; her head
was held down according to the letter of .the charm,
and fhe did not move ; line or eircle apparently opera-
ted alike. It wad fuggefted (by A——) that perhaps
the hen was frightened by her head’s being held down
to the ground, and that the chalk line and circle had
nothing to do with the bufinefs. The hen was carried
out of fight of the magic line and circle, her head was
held down to the ground as before ; but when the per-
fon who had held her gently withdrew his hand fhe did
not move. She did not for fome inftants recover from
her terror ; or, perhaps, the feeling of preffure feem-
ed to her to remain upon her head after the hand was
withdrawn.
Children who are accuftomed to dewbt, and to try
experiments, will not be dupes to ¢ Vulgar errors.”
(July goth, 1796.) S——— (between 9 and 10),
when he heard a lady propofe to make ufe of a fmall
-glafs tumbler to hold pomatum, made a face expreffive
of great difguft; he was begged to give a reafon for
his diflike. S—— faid it appeared to him dirty and
difagreeable to put pomatum into a tumbler out of
which we are ufed to drink wine or water,

-

* V. Johnfon's Lifc of Browne,
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* 'We have obferved, (V. Chapter on Tafte and Ima-

gination) that children may early be led to reflet upon
the caufe of their taftes.
' (July 24th, 1796.) S—— obferved, that ¢lachrys
" ¢ mal fack is like Aboulcafem’s cup, (in the Perfian '
* tales). It is emptied and fills again of itfelf; though
¢ it is emptied ever fo often, it continues full.””

The power of reafoning had heen more cultivated in
S—— than the tafte of wit or allufion, yet it feems his
. mind was not defetive in that quicknefs:of feizing re-

femblances which may lead to wit. He was not praifed
for the lachrymal fack, and Aboulcafei’s cup. (V.
Chapter on Wit and judgment.)

(Auguft 3d, 1796.) C—— (11 years old), after
the had heard a defcription of a fine engine, faid, < I
¢¢ want to read the defcription of the fire engine ovey
¢ again, for whilft my father was defcribing one par-
¢ ticular part, I recolleéted fomething that I had heard
“¢ before, and that took my attention quite away from
¢¢ what he was faying. Very often when I am liften-
¢ ing, fomething that is faid puts me in mind of forne-
¢'thing, and then I go on thinking of tbat, and I can-
¢¢ not hear what is faid any longer.”

‘Preceptors {houkl liffen to the obfervations that their

- pupils make upon their own minds ; this remark of
C fuggefted to us fome ideas that have been de-
tailed in the ¢ Chapter on Attention.”
© (Auguft 1ft, 1796.) S——, who had been tranf-

"lating fome of Ovid’s Metamorphofes to his father,
exclaimed, ¢ I hate thofe ancient gods and goddefles,
¢ they are fo wicked! Iwifh I was Perfeus and had
¢ his fhield, I would fly up to heaven and turn Jupi-

. % ter, and Apollo, and Venus into ftone; then they

. 2 '
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¢ would be too heavy to ftay in heaven, and they
« would tumble down to earth ; and then they would
¢« be ftone ftatues, and we thould have much finer fta-
«¢ tues of Apollo and Venus than any they have now
¢ at Rome.””

. (November 8th, 1796 ) The following are the
$¢ Curioftties .of Literature,”” which were promifed to
the reader in the chapter upon grammar and claffical
Titerature.

Tranflation from Ovid.. The Cave of Sleep (firft
edition.)

"« No watchful cock Aurora’s beams invite ;
“ No dog or goofe, the guardians of the night.”

Dag and goofe were obje€led to, and the young author
changed them into dogs and geefe.

¢t No herds nor flocks, nor human voice is beard ;
¢ But nigh the cave a ruflling fpring appeared.”

‘When this line was read to S

he changed the-
epithet ruftling into ghiding. :

¢ And with foft murmurs faithlefs fleep invites,

¢ And tliere the flying paft again delights;

¢ And near the-door.the noxious poppy grows,

« And fpreads his flegpy milk at daylight's clofe.”

S—— was now requefied to tranflate the beginning
: of the fentence, and he produced thefe lines :

+ #¢ Far from the fun there lies a cave fortorn,
« Which Sol’s bright beams cax' enter eve nor morn.”

Can’t was objeéted to. - Mr, —— afked S whgt
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-was the literal Englifh. S~ firft aiid #ot, -aird then
'} and he corre@ed his line, -angd mdde n 3

“Whnch Sol’s bnght beams xor vifits eve nor morn.’ v

- .

Afterwaljds :

% Fap in a vale there liesa caveé forlorn,
¢ Which. Phaebug never enters eve nor morn.”

) After an interval of a few dayé the liries were all rea:i
o the boy, to try whether he could farthelr corre&

_them ; - he defired to have the two fo]lowxng lmes left
out:

’

«“ No herds, nor flocks, no human voioe is heard )
“ But nigh the cave a ghdmg fprmg appeaxed

Andin tbe place of them he wrote, , SN

“ Nq flocks nor herds‘ diftmb the ﬁlent plains,
* Within the facred walls mute quict reigns.” .

P PR

Inftead"of the two follc;wing,

~ “ And with foft murmurs faithlefs ﬂéep invites, -
"« And there the flying paft again delxghts '

S defired his fecretary to write, -

“ But murmuring Lethe foothing fleep invites, ‘
{ “In dreams again the flying paft delights,”

Infiead of - ' o

* And near the doors the noxious poppy grows, ,'
“ And fpreads his flecpy milk at daylight's clofe,”
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the following lines were written. S did not fay
doors, becaufe be thought the cave had no doors § yet
his Latm, he faid, fpoke of fqueaking hinges.

s From milky flowers that near the cavern grow,
“ Night fcatters the colle&ed fleep below." -

. We fhall not make any farthet apology for nferting
all thefe corretions, becaufe wa have alrekdy fofficient-
ly explained our motives. (V. Chapter on Grammar °
and Claffical Liserature.) Y

(February 1797.) A theatre was put up for the
“thildren, and they a&ed a little play. When thefcenes
were pulled down afterwards, S—— was extremely
forry'to fee the whole theatre vanifh ; he had fucceeded
as an alor, and be withed to have snather play acted.
His father did not with that he fhould become ambiti-
ous of excelling in this way at ten yeatg old, becaufe, it
might have turned his attention away from things of
more confethence and, if he had been much ap-
plauded for his talent, he would, “perhaps, have been

. over ftimulated. (V.Chapter on Vanity and Ambition.)

The way to turn this boy’s mind away from' its
prefent purfuit, was to give him another object, not to
blame or check him for the natural expreffion of his
withes. It is difficult fo find obje&s for children who
have not cultivaged.» tafte sor literdthre ; ‘but infinite
variety can be found for thofe who have acquired this
happy tafte.

Soon after S=——=- h@d expreffed My ardent wilh to
have another play performed, the trial of fome poor

“man in the neighbourhood happened to be mentioned,
and it was faid, that the. erimindl had the chotce of

either going ta Botany-bay,  or being hanged..
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S—-—-— afked how that could pe. . ¢ I didn’t think,?* -
& faid he, that a man could have two pun([hmentg ,
t¢ Can the judge change the pijithmen { 1 thought it
% was fixed by the law.”

M ~ told S—:— that" thefe were {enfble quef=
txpns, and as he faw that L{}e boy’s attentigp wis ﬁxed, .
he feized the opportumty to give him fomg gcp,eral
idea upon the fubjeét. He began with telling S
the manner in which.a fufpe&ed perfo is brought be-
fore a juftice of the peace. A warrant dnd commlttal
were defcribed § then thie manner of trying cnmma}s’i
what is ca]led the court, tl;e jury, &c. the criet af the.
cours, and the forms of 3 trial; the req,fqp wbx the"
prifoner when he is q.iked haw he will be trapd 2 .an-.
fwers, * By God: a.n4 my country ;. f,hu; led togd.
acgount of the old abfurg: fire and water -opdgals, md.
thenwe the advaritages of a trial by jury bename 1iofe.
appatent by compgrifon.  Mr. <x—< told S-r—=-why
{t is called impanefling 3 Juty, and Why fhe Jnry ar¢

called 3 parwel § the manngr in which the jury ggve
their verdi® 3 the duty of the judge, fo fum up the
evidence, to explain the law to the juays - ¢ The 3ndg¢
*is by the himane laws of Epgland always {qﬁpo{_ed
* to be the prote@ar of the accufed : and fow, Som,,
.4 we are come round to your quefion ; the judge
¢ caniiot make the punifhment more fevere; but wheu~
% thepunithient jp fine or imprifgoment, the quantity
* of duration-of the pyuifhment is left o h;sJudgmem
' The king may remit the pumﬂxmqn} ;nt;,rely ; be
- % paay pardon the nrmml 3 be may, if 3 rgan befens

 fanced to be banged, sws hm; Xis gheige ¥ Ma,";
Vox« 111,




354 PRATTICAL EDUCATION.

¢ he will be banged or tranfported.”” (The word was
explained.) -

< But,” faid S—, ** fince the judge cannot change
¢¢ the punithment, why may the king? I think it is
¢ very unjuft that the king fhould have fuch a power,
, ¢ becaufe, if he changes the punifhment for one
¢¢ thing, why mayn’t he for another and another, and
“fo on?”’ ' '

Mr. ——. ¢TI am inclined to believe, my dear
¢ S——, that it is for the good of a ftate that a king
¢¢ fhould have fuch a power; but I am not fure. If
“ any individual fhould have this power, I think it
“ moft fafely trufted to a kirg ; becaufe, as he has no
¢¢ conne&tion with the individuals who are tried, as he.
« does not live amongf them, he is not fo liable as
¢¢ judges' and j jurymen might be to be prejudiced, to be
«¢ influenced by “perfonal revenge, friendfhip, or pity.
@ Whenhe pardons, heis fuppofed to pardon withont
“ any perfonal motives. But of all this, S—, you
¢ will judge for yourﬁalf when you ftudy the law. I -
% intend to take you with meto next affizes
#0 hear a trial.” ‘

~ S looked fully as eager 10 ‘hear a trial, as he’
had done; half an” hour before, to a& a play. We'
fhould mention, that'in thé fittle play in which he had’
afted he had played the part of a juftice of the peace,’
and a fort of trial forined'the bufinefs of the play; the
ideas of “trials and Taw, therefore, joined readily-with
Kis formier trdin of thought. ~Much of the fuccefs of
editcationi déperids uponr the preceptor’s feizing thefe
- flight confiexons.” Bt is fcarcely poffible to explam thxs
fully in writing. .

(February 25th, 1797.) Se—— was readmg in

" .
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& Evcnings at Home” the flory of st A fnend in need
¢t is a'friend indeed.” - :

% Mr. G. Comith havmg faifed 2 moderate fortune;
¢¢ and being now beyond the meridian of life; he felt a
€ firong defire of retuining to his native country.”

S—=. ¢ How much better that is than to > fay he
«felt an irrefiflible defire, or an infupportabledefire; as peo-
¢¢ ple fometimes fay in books.” .

Our pupils were always permitted to ftop when they
were reading aloud, to fnake whatever remarks they
pleafed upon whatevef books they read. They did not
© by this rethod get through {o imany bboks as other
thildren of their age ufually do; but their tafte for
reading feemed to increafe rapidly. (V: Books.)

(March sth, 1797.) H—=— (14) told'us tHat he

temembered feeing, when he was five years old, fomé
puppets packed up by 2 fliowman in a triangular box;
< and for fome time aftbrwards,” faid H-—; “when
®] faw my father’s trianigular Hat-box; I expe&ed
¢ puppets to comie out of it. - A few days ago, I met
¢ a man with a trianghlar box upon his Head, 4nd &
« thought that there were puppets in the box.”

‘We have taken notice of thi$ propenfity in children
to believe that particular are general caifes; and wé
have endeavoured to thew’ liow it affeés tite temper;
anid the habits of reafonitig.. (V. Temper, and Wit

4nd Judgment.) :

(March 27th, 17g7.) M. == fhewed {ittle
W= (3 years old) a watch, aad afked hlm if he
ithought it was alive:

W=, ¢ Yes”’

Ml’z ~—. ¢ Do ydu' think that ﬁ(e is alive-+ -

Aarg
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We—. ¢ Yes.”

Mr. —— (the child was ftanding at the tes table),
¢ Do you think the urnis alive?”” - '

W——. ¢No.” :

Mr. ——. Do you thmk that book is al:ve il

W—-. No.” ,

Mr. ——.  “The horfes ?”’

W—. ¢ Yes.”

Mr. —. “Do_you thmk that the chaife is
¢ alive ?”’

W-——. “Yes.” Then, after locking in Mr.
—s face, he changed his opinion, and faid No.

., W——did not feem to know what was meant by
the word alive. '

Mr. —- called Ho. (5 years old), and afked her
whether the thought that the watch was alive. She at
firft faid Yes ; but, as foon as fhe had time to recol-
le& herfelf, fhe faid that the watch was not alive. .

This queftion was afked to try whether Reid was
right in his conjecture as to the anfwers a child would
give to fuch a queftion. (V. Reid’s Effays on the In-
telectual Powers of Man.)

We frequently fay, that flowers, &c. are dead we
fhould explain to children that therc are two kinds of
hfe; or rather, that the word /ife is ufed to exprefs two
ideas; vegetable life, and animal life.

(July 1797.) Little W—— (3 years old) was
fthewn Mifs B——'s beautiful copy of the Aurora fur-
gens of Guido.  The car of Apollo is encircled by. the
dancing hours, fo that its fhape is not feen, part of
~ one wheel onlyis vifible between the robes of the dan-
cing figures. We afked little Wo— why that man
(pointing to the figure of Apollo in his invifible car)
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fooked fo much higher up in the air than the other

" people ?
We, « Becauﬁ: he is in a carriage; he is fit-

€¢ ting in a carriage.”

We pointed to the imperfe&t wheel, and afked if he -

knew what that was; he immediately anfwered, «“Yes,
¢¢ the wheel of the carriage.” We wanted to fee whe-

ther the imagination of a child of three years old would

fupply the invifible parts of the car, and whether the
wheel and horfes, and man holding the reins, would
fuggeft the idea of a phaeton. (V. Chapter on Tafte
and Imagination.)

We fhall not trefpafs upon the reader’s pauence with
any more anecdotes from the nurfery. We hope, that

candid and intelligent parents will pardon, if they have

difcovered any defire in us to exbibit our pupils. We
may miftake our own motives, and we do not pretend"
to be perfetly impartial judges upon this occafion ;
but we have hoped, that only fuch converfations or
anecdotes have been produced as may be of fome ufe in
Praftical Education, From converfation, if properly
managed, children may learn with eafe, expedition,
and delight, a variety of knowledge ; and a fkilful
preceptor can apply in converfation all the principles
that we have labonouﬂy mdeavonred to make intelli-
glble,

Aa3
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Hieroglypbic, tranfitory. .  —— —_ i, 93
Hlégmss leffons on chcrmﬂry ufeful to

ibbon . —_ — iii, 161 -

Bb2



394 INDEX.

Vol.. Page

Hindoo art of dyein - i, 373

Hiftory, deteftablec ara&ers in - i, 338

Hiftory i, 124

Hits, happy, cb‘ldren not to be extollod for i» 83

rth —_ — u,

Hzgzrth' analyfis of beauty - i, 136

poor box — — iii, 156

Holidays — -— — i, 373

Homeri Gnomologia —_ — iil, 62
Hooke, Dr. his pofthumous works — i, 120"

————— condu& of his underflanding —  iii, 118

Hooke's Micrographia — — iii, 123
Hooper’s Rational Recreations —_ f, 43
Hope and fear — i, 394—140§
l-lorne Fooke — il, 203, 204; ;, m, 248
. — on integjections — i, 153
Horfe or no horfe —_— —_ i, 2 ;g
Hounds, king’s ftag hounds - iii, a
Houfes, arrangements in them to prevent
children from keeping company with
fervants —_— i, 20z
Hudibras —_— — —  {ii, 289
Hume \ — — —_ ii, 179
o —— differtation on the paffions —_— i, 395
——— cffay on the ftandard of tafte — i, 136
Hunmility, aﬁ'e&anon of — — i, 74
Humour, ill humour how to be counter-
© a&ed —_ —_ i, 345
Hunger and thirft, temptations to deceit — i, 310
Hunter s courfe of anatomy ufeful to Gibbon i, 16r
- I
Ideas pafs rapidly - — - i, 120
Identity and confcioufnefs -— i, 367
Xdentity, Condillac's opinion concerning iii, 236
Idle man not a good mafter, why —_— i, 293
- Idlenefs —  — — 1, 247
Ignorance, our own fhould be acknowledged
- with candour to our pupi - i, 182
Imagination and fympathy -— — dii, 156
— hated by phxlofophers —  .iit, 128
— power of forming images =~ —  iii, 129
— perfons of —_— — iii, 163
~— regulation of -_— —_— i, 171
Impatience, when cruel —_ —_ i, 357
Imprudence — -— i, 267
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Income of young people - —_— e iii, 289
- Indian fcreen ’ : — i, 138
Indolenc-, how cured — -— i, 141
indulgence, its effe@s upon the temper — i, 263
— what degrees of it fhould be '
allowed -_ . - —_ i, 264
Induftry, houfe of at Munich —_ i, 132
to be raifed in quick ‘children - i, 153
Annocent, an, meaning of in Ireland — i, 326
Integrity thould be warmly-approved — i, 315
e~ = increafing demand for —_ i, 343
Interje&ions - ii, 203, 204 ; iii, 153
Interrogation, note of — —_ ii, 16y
Invention affifts memory —_— - iii, 101
@ - how to be exercifed . — iii, 10§
~——— how aflifted by principles — i, 113
———— clear flatements affift —  iii, ‘11§
——— f{cientific —_ — i, 117
of experiments - i, 117
frivolous — — ii, 123
Irifh anfwers © m— — i, 333
Irith cow, edacation of - -— i, 326
. J ~
Jealoufy and envy e -— i, 16
Jeffica — —_ -— iii, 169
Jews — — —_ i, 386
Jockies, gentlemen jockies - i, 340
Johnfon, Dr. B -— ii, 168
@i 0Opinions of compared to a faggot i, 110
@ his memory, how cultivated iii, 99
=—m——— his hatred of the Punic wars —  iii, 104
e lines of his . — —  iil, 290
Journal, Peltier’s — ' -_— ii, 64
Judgment, how to be cultivated — iii, 210
J— trials of " — —_— iii, 243

ewem-——— how tutors to give their pupils
confidence in — iii, 269
#e e e fhould be firfi exercifed on vifi-

ble and tangible fubftances - —  iii, 196
e - compared with wit — i, 177
Juggler and Roman emperor — iii, 167

K .
Kames, Lord, on education — i, 408°
meemem= his ideal prefence — - iii, 12
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Kames, elements of c-iticiim — i, 137
Kingfton, Duchefs of - -— — b~ o157
thchen - — _ —_— i, 272
Koitting, av kwardnefs of perfons leatnmg :
to knit - _— T — c—— i, 123
Knowledge, how acquired, fergotten ~ — - i, 120
. — L < )
Ladies may teach children to reafon”  ~—  iii, 229
Language, defefts of _— -~ i, 11§
s ~— of ehemiftry - - — — i, 118
Languages, firft principles - - i, 125
o= figurative —— _ il, 129
—— ]earmng them early often hurts . o
the temper - - — - i, 253
Latin and Englith hteraturc — iii, 102
#—— how Charles the 13th was prevaxled . .
upon to learn it ——— — i, 28z
Lavoifier . — —_ -— i, 118
~ Xaw, Chinefe - — : - iy 377
Laws, fanguinary penal - - — . —= iy 367
~— -~ gxcife -~ —_ —_— i, 373
Lawyer, educatior of w- — — - il 248
Learned men, their defeéls -~ ii, 119
Lct’tures fatigue fometimes - —_ i, 112
on mechanics,- why not as ufeful ’
. as they mightbe - - - i, 188,—-296
Leein Bedlam - .. — i, 166
Eending and borrowing -— — i, 278
L’Efprit des Remains — — .« }ii," il'od
Lever, laws of — e, 33,2—-3’5
Liars - — e A
=~ how to bereated Ty L D e 1, 44
~— ingenious, how to be—cured  »l. . = 1, 348

Lnberty of children, in what it confifts e i, 235
e falfe idea of its plkafures in whild~ C

N hood -- — S - 243
Librdries publid; thgitnfe - = e+ - )~ Hi, .60
LlCll]lllx s piich-pipe —_ - i, 219
+ Literature, fource of h.appmcfs L :'-nn : is- 54
_ Little-goes - - .1, 3Bg
Lock. the meohamfm of ﬂlould be exphm— : -
‘ed taactild ~-  — m~— iy, 299
Lock and key, defcribed by a& of parlla-
ment -— —_ i, 375

L'pcke K . i, 172, 3925 m, 183, 184.; 253, 272

.
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© Tocke, fauntering, how cured -

fyllogifms —_— —
London,. poem of Johnfon's —
Longuerue, Abbe de —_ -
~—— his erudition — —
Lovelace -— —~— o~
Lucian -_ —_ —
Ludwig, John —_ —
Lumpers —_— — —
Lying, when arifing from timidity, how
cured —_— —_ —
M

Macaulay, Mrs.

Macheath, captain
! Machine for ruling lines, invented by a child
@ for comparing uniform and acce-
lerated motion : —_
= ---~ for fhewing the nature of com-
pound forces == ———
Maclaarin, his admiration of Newton’s

queries — —_— —_
Mademoifelle Clairen —_—
Magliabechi -_— —_— =
— how many rooms full of books
he fwallowed _— —_—
Manchefter fociety, papers of — — —
Mandarine, Chinefe, at Paris  — —_
Mandeville | e— aew
his effay on charity fchools -~
Margaret’s grimly ghoft —_ -
Maria Chrifiina, arch-duchefs, her amufe-
ment —_— - -_—

Marmontel, moral tale of Heureufement —
Marvellous, tafte for

—

Mufters S —_— —_—
Mathematics, not reftriive of imagination
—— improve acutenefs of reafoning

Matron, pi&ure of one at a card-table —
May-day, Tears of old May-day, a poem

Meaning of words, 63 for to fall —
Me¢chanics,, cbapter on —_ —
~- not to be learned eafily without
its technical language be firft rendered
familiar —_— e —
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her letters on education — -
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1ii, 12§
iii, 61
i.’ 336
b 140
ii, . 247
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i, 346
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i, 336
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i, 3131
i, 314
iii, 123
iii, 164
iii, 6o
iii, 62
i, 11§
i, 300
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i, 4
'hi. 140
fi, 237
i, 273
. ii, 240
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il, 276
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Mechanics, the firft principles of, may be.
taught by accuﬁommg children to attend
to repairs carrying op about a houfe — i, 297
the laws of, thould be felt as well
as feen —_ —_— = ‘ii, 317
Medal, curious one —_— ii, 63
Mehegan, Tableau de I'Hiftoire Modernc ‘ i, 141
Memory and Invenuon, chapter on — iii, 56
=~ retentive and recolleGtiye — o~ ii, 57
e—— degree in which ufeful — @ ~— ii, %
s technical ———— ~ i, 69,71
e—— trial of memory — —_— m, 67
e rhyme affifts it —_— — ul, 73
+——— repetition affifts it — — iii, 73
ww—— how atlifted by reafon — i, 78
- culture of — — i, 7
e— for books —_— — i, .go
e— for bufinefs C— —_ iii, g1
— clfronological —_ — i, g2z
w—— bad habits of —_ —_— iii, 093
<—— ufe of analogy —_ — i, 9§
«———— explanations ufeful — iii, g6
——— converfation %feful to memory —  iii, g9
~———children not tb be praifed for remem- *
bering words from books - o~ i, 101
—— affifted by invention —  lii, 101
~———— for books — -— iii, 1032
ufefyl to furnith materials for.in.
vention —_— — iii, 104
to de cultivated with the inventive
facully R — —_— —_— i, 104
Merry andrew, boy frightened by opne =~ — i, 242
Meffages, children fhould not he fent with.
meflages to fervants — -’ i, 203
Metaphoric expreffions, why unfit in rea-
foning —_— — i, 130 .
Mctaphyﬁcs, whether fit for. chnldren e— i, 143
Mezentius, not to he imitated —_ i, 369
Military academies — —_ ii, 385
Millet's Elémens d'Hiftoire generale —_ i, 142
Milne’s well bred fcholar -— i, 176
Milton, quotation from —_ — i, 140
Mirabeau’s Secret Hiftory of the Court of .
" Berlin _— —_ ] i, 77
- Models of furniture —_— — i, 34, 37
g of looms. machinery, &c. — i, 38
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Momentum, mcamng of explamed for chil-
dren = - —_ ii, 308°
Monboddo, Lord —_— - i, o3
Money, not to be early given to children —  iii, 277
Monopoly of expenfive mafters — i, 118
Monfigny, Madame de, her mythology —_— il, 226
Montaigne’s cat —_— i, 172
Moore’s Edward — — i, 15, 28
Moral delufions — — i, 297
—— infanities, their origin — i, 18y
Morocco men, who — — ' i 38
» Mortimer’s Student’s Dl&louary — i, 149
Mothers —_— - ' iii, a8
Motions, .not abedient to will —_— i, 123
Motives, careful choice of — i, 87
Mudlarks — — - i, 384
Mufcles of infants do not obey their will — i, 281
Mytholagy -— - — ii, 224
N
Naiveté, ill educated children thew if = — 1, 21z
Nazareth —_ — i, 100
Neapolitan proclamation = — —_ i, 24
Nebuchadnezzar — —_ i, 100
Necker : — ii, 48
Negroes, Edwards’s chara&cr of — i, 328
Negroes, why imprudent — iii, 287, 288
Nero's defire for fympathy — i, 8
Newfpapers, ufeful —_— — i, 284
Nomenclature, change of, when ufed  —  iii," 131
Norris's Ovid - —_ - ii, 224 °
Not at home, no frand - -— i, 299
Nucleus for chronology and geography — ii, 234
Numeration, new method of teaching ~ — ii, 253
e=—.. — the ftep in arithmetic which
requires to be taught with the greateft
. care —_ — — i, 257
Narfe ; converfation betweep a nurfe and
child - - i, 183
Nurfery maids make cluldren ob(imate — i, 28¢
O
Obedience, chapter on — — i, 266
s - from affeciation i, 266
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Obedience, to be fecured by reafon, not by
. foree ’ : - '
——' e entouragements to
Qbfervation, a fenfible one
QObfervations, tucky ones
Obtinacy, ilt cured -

~ cure of .

-— eafy to prevent, difficult to care
. not a natural defe&

i how taught by purfes
i children not to be accufed of ob-
+ ftinacy
Occupatiors for children —_
Officer of Dragoons
Officers, watc¢hing, courfing officers

—s

(1P

Il

Oifters . —
©Oid things, not to be defpifed —
Old trunk ~ - —— —
©Oliver Cromwell, a flate juggler —
QOmbres Chinoifes — —
Operadancer - [ —
Opinions, changes of -—_ —
Orators — A —
Orators, educationof - — —
Order, its ufe —— —
Otranto, cafile of - —_— T
Ovid, tranflation from by $— -—
Ovid’s Metamorphofes — -
Owen's travels -~ —_— . —

Panorganon, ‘an engine for demonfirating
the laws of the mechanic powers
arents - cannot facrifice all their time to
education -~ | — -—
Parnel, Dr. —_ e
"Penitences, long ones, why hurtful.
Percy’s colle@ion of ancient ballads
Pere Bourgeois ' B
Perfpeive, eaflly learned
Peter the wild boy P
the Great, his negle& of his fon
Petitioners, idle children !
Philippics
Philofopher, faying of one
Philofophical tanguage o
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PiQure, by Peter of Cortona —. i, 143
Pinelli, library - | — ii!, 133
Piozzi, Mrs. Englifh fynonymy — iii, 274
Plato, name feldom heard at tea tables = ii, 381
Pla h—— — - i, kY4
~—— of birds, beafts, and fithes — i, 31
~— an empty room ufeful —_ i, 199
only a change of bmploymcut — i, 1
Plutarch’s Lives ii, 182, 22§
Poellartarorincqurac —_— — i, 93
Poetry, difficult to children — ii, 1§4——16!
Point, ma'hematical, dlfpute about -~ ii, 28
Politenefs Ce— 1 e -— i, 29
Poly fperchon — ’ — i 140
Pope - — ii, 207, iii, 143, 211
~— lines from the Rape of the Lock, why
eaf ily remembered . . — i, 73
Portable machine fordrawing perfpe&xve ii, 303
Pofitive children — — i, 28
Potter's Afchylus vi — — ii, 23
Praife, management of — — i, g
Precept and example muft agree -— i, 36,
Preceptors, private —_— -— i, 119
Precipitation, chemical - ii, 348
Prejudices, —— - i, og
-~ againft fes, effeCs of —_ i, 38
of tafte —_— — iii, 134
Pride e —— — u, 70,—76
- Piieftley, Dr. -— -— ii, 120
~—————— hiftory of vifion —-— ii, 118
Biographical Chart - ii, 139
hiftories of Vifionand Elec-
tricity : —_— - - . i, 8o
hiftory of eleétricity - iii, 66
Princefs, miftakes in education of her fon i, 236
Principles of tafte illufirated - iii, 136
how they aflift invention and me-
1 Mo —r— —_ iii, 13
falfe ones, how-corre@ed —_ 343
Printing, art of _— m, 58 60
Prints wanted in books of mythology - ii, 230
Prints of machines proper for children i, 300
Private preceptors to  be munificently re-
. warded — i, 386
Problems to exercxfe invention = ii, 106 1g

Piojeds, excellent effay on — i, 28§
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Vol. Page
Promifes, why dangerous -— — ii, 379
Proofs of boys abilities, what — i, 369
Propofitions, identical —_— —  iii, 237
Propofitions, children cannot diftinguith ge-
neral from particular —_— — i, 233
Prudence and Economy, chapter on — i, 2§¢
how to teach prudence iii, 256—270
term unknown to negroes — i, 288
not incompatible with generofity iii, 289
Public and private edacation —_— i, 340
chapter on — i, 356—386
Punifhment, not to be great for fmall faults i, 299
— its nature —_— — i, 351
o — fhould be unmcdnate and in- . -
evitable — —_ i, 366
—— — when too fevere defeats its own .
purpofes — i, 382
— duration of — i, 389
Puzzles and puns, hartful to clnldren —_ -1, 213
. ‘ Q -
Queen of Sheba - - i, 18

Queftions, how to ftate them to children —  iii, 223
y——— apparently fimple, fomeumcs dif-

ficult . ——— : — iii 251
. Racine, odd velume of — - iii, * 63
Radcliffe, Mrs. ‘ - ii, 237
Reinbow, child’s experiments upon - i, 84
Rambler — i, 118
Rarities . — iii, 288
Read, teachmg to — -— i, 62
Reading r—— — i 99
——— reading aloud — — i, 120
— - its effe@s on memory - -— ili, 100
Reafon increafes the effe& of punithment — i,” 359
Reafoning, abfurd fubje&s given for exer-
cifing it in children i, 23§
refc’s to faéts p———— - iii, 235
oms e moral prudence iii, 253, 264
—_— cannot bealways oppofed to falfe
affociations e i, 308
Refufals to children ﬂaould be dnﬁm& — i, 249 -
Reid, Profeflor e—— - i, 250
Remedies for defe@s in pubhc education = i, 341



INDEX 3%,

. Vol. Page
Repartee, talent for, not an advantage to
- children - 4 — iii, 208
Repetition, ufeful to vicious children - i, 158
Repetition, not a teft of memory — i, 7
- — what clafs of children fondeft
of it - — i, 88
Reverie, caftle building o e — i, 18
Reyiews . — — i, 11
Reward, plum pudding not a reward of .
truth -— 1, 363
Rewards and punithments, chapteron — i, 351
Reynolds, Sir Jofhua —— i, 1

—, hisdifcourfes it, go; iif, 31, 34,137,151
— iil, 14§

Richard III.

Riches, what they beftow —- i, 133
-Ridicule, its effe&ts on morality —_— i, 384
, the teft of truth —_ —_ i, 334
Right and wrong — — i, 360
Robbers, German play, — = il 145
- Robins, Benjamin, ‘on mathematical evi-
dence —_ o — ii, 283
‘Robertfon " — - ii, ‘179
Rochefoucault’s feeming paradox ! — i, 4o0%
Rogues in books amufe us — — i, 336
Raoland, Madame —_ i, 182; iii, 158"
, her opinion of the value of accom-
plifbments - L= i, a3
Romans employed difference of thape, in. .
ftead of difference of place,: in numera- )
tion —_ — — i, 261
Rollin, on geography, recommended - —  ‘ii, 243
Rook’s neft - — v i, 213
Rooms for children - —. i, zoz
Rouffeau i, 195, 197, ii, 176, 225; iii, 195
- on learning unmeaning words i, 97, 151
———— his opinion on female education — i, 258
———— his advice impraicable — i, 272, 295
Emilius and gardener — i, 29
~——— paradox concerning habit —  iii, 265
Rule of three explained —_ —_— ii, 268
Rule and pencil thould be early put into the
hands of children —_ — ii, 300
Rumford, Count — - i, 251
S
St. Pierre, Etudes de la Nature ii, 43; ii, 221

Salt, what a falt is - ~ i, 333
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Vol. Page
Saturation .- — i1, 346
Schoolboy, his idea of ‘ife - — i, 38
Schoolmafters fhould be treated by parents
with refpet —_ — i, 356
Schools, comaon obje&ions to, and advan-
tages of . - —_ ii,* 359
o [ometimes reforted to as infir-
maries - —_ — i, 363
= — might be improved by parents more ]
than by mafiers —_ —_ i, 367
pub’ic, cannot teach truth — i, 340
Sciences, abftra& priaciples of, fhould be
frequently recurred to, as they are not
recalled to the memory by common ac-
cidents —_ ii, 227
Screen, Indian o — i, 133
Seions, the ufe of, thould be taught early i, 3o1
Segrais, M. de, why a bad preceptor — i, 151
Self-fufficiency, cure of —_ — ill, 121
Senfes may and fhould be cultivated — i, 193
Senfibility —_— il, 30
Serena, eftimate of her temper _— i, 202
Sermon. Chinefe - i, 113
Servants i, 42, 183—206
——~ {hould nct frequent the rooms wkere
children refide _— —_ i, 202
* e——= err towards children from good
nature ' — i, 203
——— teach children to tell lies — i, 303
children fhould not be fent with
meflages to fervants — 1, 203
Sevigne, Madame de —_— _— i, 333
Shadows, coloured —_— —_— i, &6
e child afraid of —_— —_— i, 240
Shame . — i, 394
——— when deprived of its effets — i, 372
——— falfe thame, its effe&s —  iii, 284
Sheridan — i, 1o4
Shylock, bis education of Jeffica -— iiil, 169
Silence, too much required from children i, 199
Silleri, Madame de —_— i, 3¢
Simonides, his artificial memory — i, 8o
Simplicity, a fource of the fublime — hi, 147
Slang —_— - i, 38s
Slave merchant T — — i, 186

Slaves, Irifh labourers fo called i, 328
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Slingers, Balearie

Smart fayings, no proof of real ab4hty
Smellie
Smith’s theory of moral fentiments,

Slow children, how to manage . . —

'Smith, Sir Sidney, his letter -—
Smuggling, not reprefled by high penaltles

Snake, allufion to, how erroneous
Sociability

Il

Spciety of children, ﬂxould be attended to —

Socratic mode of reafoning
Solitary board, a good playthlng .
Solution, chemical —
Son parting from a good father
Sophifm in Cicero dete&ed by a child
Sorbonné, Dr. of, his cafe of confcience
Sow, eloguent defcription of
Space and time, as ufed in mechanics, more
zling to metaphyficians than to the vulgar
Spain, king of, ill humoured in Eent
-8peaking. in: publxc, rernarks on
Spelling, how to teach -
Spencer’s Polymetis _—
. Spiders of Barbadoes
whether they are fond of mufic
Spoiled children, remarks on
Star, newf{paper _—
Steam engine
Stemmata Latinitatis, a ufeful book
Sterne, fecret of his art of writing
‘Stewart, on the human mind
~——~— his eloquence

Illl'llllllll_l

Ill'll

puz-

— on the proceffes of reafoning and in-

vention — —_—

— what he fays on memory -

Stilts, inconvenience of bombaft compared to  ii,
Stimulus of praife to be carefully managed i, 128; ii. 66

Stories, improbable

Student, Mortimer’s, ufeful —
Sturgeon, boy who acquired antxpathy againft

Sublime, tafte for

obje&ts of, not always terrific

why not felt by chxldren —_—

Subtraétion, explamed C— -

Succefs, means of enfuring
~——— in the world, an equivocal phrafe
~s———the proper reward of perfeverance
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i, 138
1, 2i3
u, 116
i, 75, m, 168
i, 249
i, 373
i}f, 248
i, 24
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iii, 223
i, 217
i, 4
it, 290
i, 248
H, 218
L 74
i1, 230
iii, 18¢
iii, 248
i) 245» 346
169
xu, 502
i, 222
iii, 152
i,
i, 108
‘i, 120
iii, 128
219
153, 2245
ii, 140
iii, 179
i, 140
m, 147
iii, 146
ii, 263
i, 138
i, 52
i, 136
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Suggeflion, languaée of

Sully and Henry IV. —_— —_
Summary _— — —_
Surprife, why the fame things do not create
furprife in children and in men —_
Sufpenfion, a figure of fpeech —
Sweet, 10 meanings of in Johnfon's Di
(jbnary R — —_—
Swift, Dean, his temper —_— =

Sybarite, compared with a Stoie .
Sylphs, in Rape of the Lock, their names
cafily remembered, why ~ —

Symbols in arithmetic, their ufe
Sympathy. and Senfihility, chapter on
management of -
better reward than praife
no match for appetite
omemeee and imitation -—_—

. T
Ta&, meaning of the word —_—
Talents, dependent on each other

Frrrtnd

Tales, Perfian C— —
Tare and tret —_—

Tatks. - ——

Tafte and Imagination, chapter on
—_— grc,judices of = =
~——— how te form —_—

.= good books on tafte =~ ——
~—- for poetry and eloquence

Taftes, no reafoning on —

Technical memory, how far ufeful, and the
ecntrary —— o—— !

Technical terms ——

‘Temper, chapter on —

~——— of beauties —_—
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e to be educated by realities
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