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6 THE NECESSARY AND THE CONTINGENT
-

If, then, surprise is thus the beginning of philosophy, its goal
must be the elimination of surprise: for this feeling, as we have
seen, indicates the need of reconstructing the fact. And this is
probably just what Aristotle intended by saying that this state must
revert into its opposite in such wise that wonder would be excited
#f such were not the fact, that is, if a further reconstruction were
required.” He states this problem in terms of possibility: if this
hypotenuse were commensurable with the sides of the triangle, if a
,common unit cox/d be found for them in terms of which it cox/d be
.directly measured. Even here then the implication is that we have
; attained a necessary truth, which could not be otherwise? It is, how-
ever, sufficiently clear at the outset that nothing is gained by
denominating it a necessary truth over and above what is meant by
stating it to be tke #ruth. When we have attained the complete
definition of the truth, it is clear that everything inconsistent with
it is false: and then we say with perfect assurance that nothing else
can be truth, since this is precisely #ke zruth. Every stage short of
this of completed description reveals its functional value in the
elasticity or ambiguity of its reference; it characterizes itself as
opinion relatively well or ill founded. When knowledge is achieved,
when the fact is fully made out in all its details, it merely s the
truth; before its attainment this or that definition or statement
regarding it may or may not be true: as certainty grows upon our
minds, while as yet we have not quite adjusted all the elements
which go to make up the whole, we say it must b¢ so. Hence
“contingent” and ‘“necessary” truths relate not to objective fact at
all, but merely register the degrees of adjustment in our judgments
of fact previous to their settling down into a simple categorical
assertion. To say, therefore, that opinion or empirical experience
attains the “that,” while scientific knowledge gives the “why,” is to
utter a partial truth as viewed from the subjective side, but is
* Aristotle, Metaph., 983 a 12 ff., esp. 17: 3€i 8¢ls robwavrlor . . . dwoTehevrij-
oat, kabdwep xkal év Tovrois drav udbwaw* oldév ydp &v Gavudoeer ovTws aviip yewue-
Tpixds s el yévorro % Siduerpos perpnTH.
2 Aristotle calls such truths d{dia, uh évdexbueva &\\ws &xewv. More of this
anon. Knowledge is thus made coextensive with the necessary: ¢f. Anal. post.,
ch. 4: éxwel 8'dd0vatov EN\ws Exew ob éoTlv émoTHun arhds, dvaykaiov &v eln T

éxiornTdr TO KaTd THY émidekTikNyy émioThuny . . . é dvaykalwy Epa guNNoyioubs
éorwv ) dwbdeikis. '
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20 THE NECESSARY AND THE CONTINGENT

bles on‘elvat)/ /' Briefly, the two opposed senses of “being”’ or “real-
ity may be stated as “existence” and “meaning.” Something has
already been said on the fallacy of dissociating these in thought,
and we have only to add that the distinction is wholly untenable if
we concede, as apparently we must, that all judgments are ultimately
existential judgments, and that “existential "’ signifies only that a
percept has value or meaning within a definite or indicated sphere.
‘I'he only fallacy then of those Eleatic sophistries is due to their
juggling with the two senses of elvas, as above explained, without a
discernment of the teleological significance of ‘“ meaning.” Psy-
chologically this may be referred to the fact that every idea tends
ulso to be an ideal or stands for an act, and when thus formulated
it helps one to realize how the Megarians could identify the Good
with Zeing and why there has been in the history of thought so
marked a tendency to associate God with the highest or the ultimate
conception of a system. In Plato and Aristotle God is thus virtu-
ally one with the Good, or the inner meaning of the world-wide
teleological process. The ““real” then, when opposed to the ideal,
In just that which has meaning as means toward an end; as contra-
distinguished from the potential, it indicates merely the validity or
functional significance of the end itself.

However apparent Aristotle’s contradictions in the logical sphere,
they represent his fundamental difficulty only in an abstract way ;
but just for that reason his conceptions, though vehemently and in
part acutely controverted as regards their consequences, were accepted
un in themnelves sound.  We may observe, moreover, in the case of
Atistotle the phenomenon which recurs constantly in history that
the philosopher’s views on more concrete matters approach some-
what nearer to consistency than in logical theory. Indeed in this
‘Instunce there are peculiar circumstances which favored this result.
‘In the first place, as we have seen, Aristotle’s syllogism is only a

/ formulation of the Platonic movement, expressing the urgent demand
for scientific demonstration.!  But, secondly, the Logic appears to
have been his earliest serious piece of work, and hence it would seem

'Lincline to think that Aristotle’s Logic appeared in answer to a demand for
w methodology of scientific proof similar to that for forensic guidance met by the
Téxvar pyropical. That his emphasis was on demonstration is shown by his elab-

oration of the syllogistic form and the treatment of judgment and concept only as
elements in deduction,
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38 THE. NECESSARY AND THE CONTINGENT

-

more specifically the law of the Excluded Middle, because of its
assertion that of #wo perfectly contradictory statements one must be
true and the other false, might be employed to uphold fatalism, to
the exclusion of all freedom, chance or indifference. Hence an
exception to its application is made in favor of particular judg-
ments relative to futurity. Of the past or present it is unreservedly
true that the validity of one contradictory excludes that of the other;
but to extend this proposition so as to cover future events would
lead to patent absurdity. Truth and falsity are terms applicable
only to judgments, and appeal must be made in the last resort to
fact. In respect of what is still to come there exists as yet no test;
therefore it is, indeed, quite admissible to assert that an event will
or will not occur, but since it is not apparent which alternative is to
be substantiated by the actual result, it cannot be conceded that
either of the two assertions, * & will occur,” or, “it will not occur,”
propounded separately, expresses truth or fact. All that it would
be strictly allowable to say is that #ke event is in prospect not that
#t will be. 'To say more would be presumption.

“1It is indeed necessary that that which is should be when it is,
and that which is not should not be when i is not, yet it is not nec-
essary that everything which is should transpire, nor that everything
which is not should not transpire ; for it is not the same to say that
everything necessarily is when it is and to assert in general that
everything is necessarily.” These words® sufficiently indicate Aris-
totle’s thought. To say that a thing #s necessary means only that it
#s just what it is and nothing else, and entitles one in no way to
infer how it came to be. In other words, the Principles of Contra-
diction and of the Exclded Middle have value only within the
judgment, which is itself a teleological process. Both serve only
to draw the legitimate or implied inferences from the Principle of
Identity. This principle means merely that A, analyzed as means
or percept and synthesized as end or concept, is just equal to or
valid for A : as means constituting the end, A as subject, mus¢ be
called in question ; but, whatever the fact may be in regard to its authorship, there
can be no doubt as to its representing Aristotelian doctrine on this point.

* So I prefer to render 8¢ ué\\ee as opposed to ¥ri ¥éorai in De Gener. et Cor-
rupt., 337 6 3ff. At any rate it is clear that it is intended to convey the idea of

indefiniteness and the possibility of change. Compare De fnterpr., 19 a 7 ff.
2 De Interpret., 19 a 23 ff.



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



46 THE NECESSARY AND THE CONTINGENT

undefined qualities in the subject which vitiate or rather demand the
re-formation of the predicate, ordinarily impresses us less in science
than in practice. Perhaps the reason lies in the less subjective
character of theory. Scientists are more devoted to #u# than to a
particular #keory. Hence there are not such heart-burnings over
negative instances, refusing to be explained by our hypotheses, as we
experience when, through lack of foresight, “ein Strich durch die
Rechnung” frustrates our most cherished plans. Yet the case is
really the same: only, because we are so eager to act, our defini-
tions of the means in practice are perhaps relatively more incom-
plete. Now and then, however, the disclosure of the inadequacy of
a theory will shock the world quite as much as the conviction that
one has been reckoning without his host. The discoveries of Kep-
ler and Galileo, all things considered, doubtless produced a greater
effect in France than the failure of the late war with Germany.
Thus we are at length brought back, after long wanderings, to
“our point of departure. Theory is only a phase of action, and the
keynote of action is progress toward organization and unity. To
set up fixed limits to this process is to falsify fact, and the doing so
can lead only to self-contradiction. It is in fact only a transference
of the functional boundaries, set up by the individual act, to reality
at large: what is true of the part is not equally true of the whole.
Thus the contingent and the necessary, which possess a true mean-
ing only within a limited scope defined by a particular end, are
generalized and erected into absolute fact. But, really, adsolute
necessity is as unmeaning as absolute contingency. For both concep-
tions we shall do well to substitute that of less or greater com-
pleteness in the definition of fact.
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