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PREFACE.

To study several thousand paintings
- and illustrations, and to select those which,
for one reason or another, deserve special
Jmention, is, however fascinating a pastime,
1 a dangerous affair for the critic. And I
would never have undertaken the task, had
I not been specially prepared for it at the
very start.

. During my student days in Philadelphia,
" I happened to associate with a clan of
enthusiasts, who, often enough in want of
more substantial food, dined and supped
on Shakespearean thought, and who pub-
lished a little monthly magazine, entitled
Shakespearecana devoted entirely to tex-
tual, sthetic, and biographical criticism.
i
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have courteously replied to the many
inquiries that I have addressed to them
orally or by letter.

SADAKICHI HARTMANN.
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THE SHAKESPEAREAN PORTRAITS. 1§

strange, since good pictures of all his con-
temporary art colleagues, Ben Jonson,
Beaumont, Fletcher, and Spenser, are ex-
tant. Only two of the extant portraits of
Shakespeare are positively known to have
been produced within a short period after
his death. Moreover, they are all inartistic
productions of second-rate artists, which,
aside from the interest of possibly repre-
senting the bard of Avon, offer little
@sthetic pleasure to the connoisseur. Not
even the monumental bust near “the
American window” in the Stratford
church can be esteemed a work of art.
It is coarse and clumsy, and evidently was
not the production of one who could
appreciate the poet.

The notorious William Henry Ireland,
one of the cleverest forgers bibliomania
ever produced, was not the only one who
made a business of fabricating soiled, mu-
tilated, and time-stained drawings. There
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THE SHAKESPEAREAX PORTRAITS. 31

dated 1853, it is recorded that * the monun-
ment was made by Gerard Johnson." Of
this Gerard Johnson, it is reported that
he was “a tomb-maker, born at Amster-
dam,” and “a twenty-six years’' resident
in England, probably in London.”

It has been suggested that the artist, or
rather the tomb-maker, worked from a cast
of the features, taken after death. This
is highly probable; it was a very common
practice at that period, when monumental
effigies were so general, and it is easy to
believe that the sculptor, whoever he was,
never saw Shakespeare alive. He was,
without doubt, assisted by the verbal di-
rections of the poet’s surviving relatives,
especially his two daughters and Doctor
Hall. Inobedience to their suggestions, he
probably endeavoured to give that cheerful
and good-natured expression which charac-
terises the monument, but which the cast
would scarcely have shown. The char
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SHAKESPEARE IN ART.

His face : the print would then surpass
All that was ever writ in brasse,

But since he cannot, Reader look

Not on his picture, but his Book.”
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SHAKESPEAREAN ILLUSTRATORS. 10§

the youngest of civilised countries, Shake-
speare has found his admirers. There is
hardly a language now in which one or
the other of his plays has not appeared,
—even little Greece found its translator,
Dimitrios Bikélés, while a few have
been rendered into languages of which
most of us do not even know the exist-
ence, as Marathi, Urdu, Kanarese, and
other languages of India, and thus the
best proof is furnished that Shakespeare
wrote not only “for all times,” but equally
for all nations.
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PAINTERS OF THE TRAGEDIES. 297

Hamlet and Laertes, alike are doomed;
they already wear upon their foreheads
the mask of death, which soon will fall
and hide their faces for ever.

The march music of the approaching
Viking warriors draws nearer and
nearer; its airy sounds are wafted over
the platform of Elsinore and echo in the
battlement of the gloomy castle; only a
few moments will pass, until young For-
tinbras enters and takes possession of the
throne of Denmark.
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PORTRAITS OF ACTORS. 351

fact, but the fresh composition and fine
achievement in the decorative disposition
of masses make up an exceedingly pleas-
ant total.

The most remarkable portrait of an
actress in recent years came from the
studio of John S. Sargent. Sargent’s por-
traits have of late been repeatedly com-
pared to the works of Paolo Veronese and
Velasquez, though he has neither the
glowing colour of the Venetian nor the cor-
rectness of draughtsmanship of Velasquez.
His breadth of view and method justify
such a comparison to a certain extent, but
it would be truer to state that his work is
an ingenuous development and only too
often an exaggeration of his master’s
(Carolus Duran) brilliancy. His sure,
ostentatious brush-work is as delightful
as Whistler’s mannerisms. He startles us
by dashing schemes of colour, by a mas-
terly handling of gorgeous accessories,
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PORTRAITS OF ACTORS. 353

beth absolutely disappears in this pyro-
technical display of technique.

Yet it is one of those pictures that will
live, that are painted but once or twice
in a century; and like Joshua Reynolds’s
“ Mrs. Siddons as the Tragic Muse,” it
may be taken as a symbol of the theat-
rical profession, through whose eloquence
Shakespeare’s vast and rich variety of
persons and themes, and his wondrous
delineation of each and all, will never be
obliterated from the memory of man, and
his name will be known for ever to all ages
and nations that keep any record of what
is noblest and most beautiful in the spirit-
ual history of the past.

THE END.
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