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viii Preface.

Society to repeat itself. Some marked features of North-
umberland folklore are therefore only slightly represented
in the present collection. For the war-cries and slogans,
for the local proverbs, nicknames, and legends, in which
the county is peculiarly rich, we must for the most part
refer readers to Mr. Denham’s pages. One speciality of
Border folklore, the ceremony of the Petting Stone at
weddings (infra pp. 94, 95), has furnished the text for
Mr. Crooke’s study of “The Lifting of the Bride,” read
before the Society, 23rd April, 1902, and published in
Folkloye, vol. XIII, p. 226, while some interesting brief
notes on this and other country customs, especially the
hiring-system mentioned znfre, p. 123, will be found in
Folklore, vol. XV, pp. 341, 351.

With these few words of explanation, the following
brief notes of the old-fashioned country life of the
Northumberland Border, its rough gaiety, its bonfire
festivals, its harvest homes, its boisterous weddings, are
commended to the notice of members of the Folklore
Society.

By Order of the Council.

W. H. D. ROUSE, President.

November, 1904.
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28 Superstitious Beliefs and Practices.

strangly and wonderfully handled, and in bedd had most
sad and lamentable fitts to the admiration and astonish-
ment of all spectators, being sometimes rageing madd,
other tymes laughing and singing, other tymes dispareing
and disconsolate, other tymes very solitary and mute.
And on Saturday last, aboute three of the clock in the
morneing, she tooke a most sadd fitt, crying out to this
informer, who was in bedd with her, that one Isabell
Atcheson and Jane Simpson did torment her, and were
about the bedd to carry her away. And he had much
to doe to hold and keep her in bedd. And she did cry,
“ Doe yow not see them ? Looke where they both stand.”
And the said Dorothy, putting by the curtein, he did
clearly see Isable Atcheson standing att the bedd side,
in her owne shape, clothed with a green waiscoate. And
he calling upon the Lord to be present with him, the
said Isabell did vanish.

[Footnote] The sick person draws blood from the
suspected witch and recovers.
Surtees Soc., x1. pp. 124-5.

Aug. 18, 1664.—Before Sir James Clavering, Bt., Mayor
of Newcastle. Wm. Thompson of Newcastle, yeo., sayth,
that his daughter Alice, of the age of 17, hath beene for six
weeks last by past most strangfully and wonderfully
handled, insoemuch that she does continually cry out of
one Katherine Currey, alias Potts, that wrongs her, saying,
“Doe you not see her? Doe you not see her, where the
witch theafe stands?” And she doth continually cry out
that she pulls her heart; she pricks her heart, and is
in the roome to carry her away. By reason whereof she
is in great danger of her life. Ellinor Thompson sayth,
that by the space of these seaven yeares bypast, she hath
beene trobled by one Katherine Currey, widdow, severall
tymes appearing in the night to her. And the weeke
before Fasterne-evening gone a twelve month she came




www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



62 Swuperstitious Beliefs and Practices.

Spitting on a Bargain—The colliers at Newcastle used
to ratify any common agreement respecting wages by each
man spitting on the same stone.

Contributed by MR. G. H. THOMPSON, Alnwick.

To spit on the ground, over the thumb, is a very binding
oath among boys.—Contributed by MR. G. H. THOMPSON ;
see also HENDERSON, p. 32.

Newcastle. (Sixteenth Century.) The time-honoured
faith associating the tidal wave with death as a “passing
bell” finds expression in the records of the parochial pen-
man, although not perhaps very consistently, for in the one
case it is “full” water and in the other “low.”

WELFORD, iii. 105.

See also BROCKIE, p. 201.
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82 Traditional Customs.

“ But though his gold’s all gone,
Again he'll plough the main,
With heart both light and brave,

To fight both France and Spain.

“ Next comes a skipper bold,
He'll do his part right weel ;
A clever blade, I’'m told,
As ever poy’d a keel.

“Oh! the keel lads are bonny lads,
As I do understand ;
For they run both fore and aft,
With their long sets in their hands.

“To join us in this play
Here comes a jolly dog ;
Who's sober every day,
When he can get no grog.

“ But though he likes his grog,
As all his friends can say,
He always likes it best
When he has nought to pay.

“Last I come in myself,
I make one of this crew;
And if you'd know my name,
My name it is True Blue.”

Sometimes the “Bessy” considers it necessary to give
some account of his own genealogy, as follows :

“My father he was hanged,
My mother was drowned in a well ;
And now I’se left alone,
All by my awn sel’.”

The dance then begins in slow and measured cadence ;
which soon increases in spirit, and at length bears the
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84 Traditional Customs.

“ See here, see here, a doctor rare,
Who travels much at home;
Come take my pills—they cure all ills,
Past, present, and to come!”

“ The plague, the palsy, and the gout,
The devil within, and the devil without ;
Everything but a love-sick maid,
And a consumption in the pocket.”

“ Take a little of my nif-naf,
Put it on your tif-taf,
Parson, rise up, and fight again,
The doctor says you are not slain.”

The Rector gradually recovers, which is the signal for a
general rejoicing.

Captain. “ You've seen them all called in,
You've seen them all go round,
Wait but a little while,
Some pastime will be found.”

“ Cox-green’s a bonny place,
Where water washes clean,
And Painshaw’s on a hill
Where we have merry been.”

“ Then, fiddler, change the tune,
Play us a merry jig;
Before that I'll be beat,
I’ll pawn both hat and wig.”

A general dance concludes the performance, to the old
and favourite tune of “ Kitty, Kitty, bo, bo !”
SHARPE'S Bishoprick Garland, i. p. 58.

Sword Dance—In the north there is another custom
used at or about this time, which, if I mistake not, was
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Local Customs. 131

JSibbing. If another pitman outlie him, he in turn delivers
the pin to him.—BROCKETT'S Glossary, p. 233.

Hesleyside.—Here is preserved the Charlton spur (6
inches long) which has existed in the family from time
immemorial, and which, according to ancient Border
custom, was served up at dinner in a covered dish by
the lady of the house when she wished to express that her
larder was empty and needed replenishing.

MURRAY, p. 260.

For a Mock Mayor see DENHAM, i.



PART IIL

TRADITIONAL NARRATIVES.

SAGAS AND MARCHEN.
For Legends of Michael Scott see DENHAM, ii. 116.

List of Nursery Fairy-tales known to ETHEL B—,
Lucker, aged 12, and names under which known :

Cinderella.

Miss Two-shoes.

Sleeping Princess (incomplete).

Jack the Giant-killer (Jack always called Jack Smith,
and was a smith’s son).

The Laidly Worm (see the Ballad).

The Hen that laid Silver Eggs.

Fairy-tales known to MRS. DINAH MATHESON, Belford,
who died April, 1894.

Cinderella.

Miss Two-shoes.

Jack that killed the Giants.

The Princess that went to sleep.
Jack that climbed the beanstalk.
Jack that went to market.

Red Riding Hood, Little Red Cap.
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Ballads and Songs. 139

The tenth day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Ten pipers playing, etc.
The eleventh day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Eleven ladies dancing, etc.
The twelfth day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Twelve Lords a-leaping,
Eleven ladies dancing,
Ten pipers playing,
Nine drummers drumming,
Eight maids a-milking,
Seven swans a swimming,
Six geese a-laying,
Five gold rings.
Four colley birds.
Three French hens,
Two turtle doves.
And a partridge on a pear tree.
J. STOKOE, Monthly Chronicle, 1888, p. 41.

A. U, HINNY BURD.

1. IT’S O! but aw ken well
A, U, hinny burd,
The bonny lass o’ Benwell,
AU A,

2. She’s lang-legg’d and mother-like
A, U, hinny burd ;
See, she’s ragin’! up the dyke,
AU, A
3. The quayside for sailors,
A, U, hinny burd;
The Castle garth for tailors,
AU A

1Raking. Bell, p. 296.
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Noak Play. 161

Great floods shall over them go,

And run over hoope and hill.

[Of] 4/ mankind dead shall be,

With storm [both] #%a¢ stiff and steer is;
[All] but Noah my darling free,

His children and their wives,

Ever more [yet] they trow’d in me,

Save therefore I will their lives.
Henceforth, my angel free,

Into Earth look [what] #%at thou [would] wend
Greet well Noah in [t]his degree,
Sleeping thou shalt him find :

Bid him go make a ship

Of [stiff board] doard otk stiff and great,
Although he be not a wright

Therefore bid him not tell,

He shall have wit at will,

Be that he come thereto;

All things I him fulfill,

Pitch, tar, [seam] and deam and rowe.
Bid him in any manner of thing,

Into ship when he shall walk,

Of all kine [kind of] beast and fowl Zving,
The male and female with him [he] take,
Bid him go purvey, say so,

In ship that they not dee,

Take with him hay, corn and straw,

For his fowl and his fee.

Henceforth my angel free

Tell him this for certain ;

My blessing with thee be,

While that thou come again.
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168 Folk Sayings.

PART IV.
FOLK SAYINGS.

(a) JINGLES, NURSERY RIMES, ETC.

Counting-out Rhymes.

One-abo, two-abo, tick-abo, tebon,
Halabo, crackabo, tenabo, eleven :
Pim, pam, masque dan,

Twidomy, Twaddledome, Twenty-one !

Onery, twoery, tickery, teven,
Eightery, ninery, tenery, 'leven ;
Pip, pop, must be done,
Nickebo, nackebo, Twenty-one.

One, two, three, four, five, six, seven,
All good children go to heaven;
When their sins are all forgiven,
One, two, three, four, five, six, seven.
Penny on the water,
Twopence on the sea,
Threepence on the railway,
Out goes he (or she).

Collected from the BELFORD SCHOOL CHILDREN.

Onery, twoery, tackery, tieven,
Alaboo, clackaboo, ten or iliven,
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Proverbs. 177

In April the cuckoo shows his bill ;

In May he sings both night and day ;

In June he altereth his tune;

In July, away he’ll fly ; In August, go he must.

Till St. James’ day be come and gone, you may have hops
or you may have none.

He that goes to see his wheat in May comes weeping
away.

You must look for grass on the top of the oak tree.

May day has come and gone, thou art a gosling and I'm
none.

As welcome as flowers in May.

He who bathes in May will soon be laid in clay.
He who bathes in June will sing a merry tune.
He who bathes in July will dance like a fly.

A cold May and a windy makes a fat barn and a findy.
A hot May makes a fat Churchyard.

A swarm of bees in May is worth a load of hay.
A swarm of bees in June is worth a silver spoon.
A swarm of bees in July is not worth a fly.

A May flood never did good.

If you look at your corn in May you’ll come weeping
away.

If you look at the same in June you'll come home in
another tune.

When the oak puts on his gosling gray
It’s time to sow barley night and day.

Cast not a clout till May be out.

When the elder is white brew and bake a peek,
When the elder is black brew and bake a sack.

May rain kills lice.
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Proverbs. 179

Good October, a good blast to blow the hogs acorn and
mast.

November take flail ; let ships no more sail.

As dark as a Yule midnight.

Every day’s no Yule day—cast the cat a castock.
He’s a fule that marries at Yule,

For when the bairn’s to bear, the corn’s to shear.
Yule, Yule, a pack of new cards and a Christmas fool.
A green Yule makes a fat kirkyard.

A black Christmas makes a fat churchyard.

If you bleed your nag on St. Stephen’s day,
He’'ll work your war#k for ever and A.

Proverbs, etc., collected by M. AISLABIE DENHAM, pp.
211, 212, 213, 214, and 215 in RICHARDSON, vol. ii.,
Legendary.

(?) NICKNAMES, PLACE-NAMES, AND SAYINGS.

Bulls and Cows—The flower of the Arum Maculatum,
also called lords and ladies, and lam-lakens.
BROCKETT’S Glossary, p. 31.

For Eiderduck see SWAINSON, p. 162.

Gob and guts like a young craw, a burlesque expression
dealt out to ignorant people—too fond of talking. Of the
same kind is, “No guts in your brains "—gross stupidity.

BROCKETT'S Glossary, p. 8.

Nose on the grind-stone, a simile for the fate of an
improvident person. See an illustration in a tail-piece to
Bewick’s Aesop, p. 128.—1bid., p. 151.

Nip-Cheese, a contemptuous designation for a parsi-
monious, covetous person.—/é:d., p. 150.

He rides like a Bambro'shive latrd—one spur, and a stick
in his opposite hand.— 764d., p. 118.



180 Folk Sayings.

Halvers '—An exclamation entitling the person making
it to half, or half the value, of anything found by his com-
panion. If the finder be quick enough he exclaims “no
halvers—findee keepee, lossee seekee!” to destroy the
right of claim.—/é:d., p. 89g.

For “Laughing ” se¢e HENDERSON, p. 28.

The shildren of Shillingham and Shatton are all fond o’
sheese. Alluding to the old pronunciation of Chillingham
and Chatton given me by Mr. T—, Belford. See also
Denham Tracts, vol. i. 272.

Cries—Fresh heerin’—fresh heerin'—four twopence,
caller herrin’—four twopence, caller herrin’—here’s yor
cuddy’s legs—here’s yor Dumbar wethers—here’s yor
Januwary harrin! Cry in Newcastle Market.

BROCKETT’S Glossary, p. 93.

Ee-shee-ke-le-kaul-er-Oysteers, the famous cry of the
elder Oyster-wenches in Newcastle, but now rarely carried
to this musical extent. . . .—/bid., p. 157.

Stowe adds that this Thornton was at the first very
poor and as the people report, a pedlar, and of him to this
day they rehearse this rhyme:

“In at the Westgate came Thornton in
With a happen hapt in a ram’s skin.”

Bourne speaking of the Westgate in Newcastle, says, it
was said to have been built by Roger Thornton in memory
that he came from the west country according to the old
saying:

‘ At the Westgate came Thornton in
With a hap and a halfpenny and a ram’s skin.”
~ RICHARDSON'’S 7able Book, Hist. Div., vol. i. p. 151.
Cf. DENHAM, i. 295.
- Woful Wednesday.—See DENHAM, i. 320.
For Slogans see DENHAM, i. 121.
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