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MEDICAL EMERGENCIES. 63

For the sake of brevity, constant repetition of the
necesgity for the stomach-pump and emetics in nearly
all cases of poisoning has been omitted in speaking of
the treatment. For the same reason the taking of de-
muleents after corrosive poisonings must be taken for
granted where unmentioned, as also the necessity of the
supine position in all cases where the heart and respira-
tory centres are affected.
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188 - A NURSE'S HAND-BOOK OF MEDICINE.

attacked. The musculospiral nerve is often pressed upon
by a crutch, with resulting wrist-drop, & symptom also
commonly seen in persons who have slept heavily with
the armpit pressing on the sharp back of a chair.

The prognosis, as a rule, is favorable, though depend-
ing on the amount of destruction of nerve tissue, and
this can only be surmised by the degree and persistence
of the paralysis.

Treatment.—The parts affected should be placed at
rest and soothing applications, such as lead-water and
laudanum or ichthyol ointment, applied. If the arm be
affected, it is often well to apply a splint in the early
stage. Phenacetine, bromides, or even morphia should be
given to ease the pain. When the more acute stage has
passed, counterirritation by the use of iodine, blisters, or
the actual cautery may be employed, or massage, elec-
tricity, and passive movements,
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PREPARATION ‘OF SOLUTIONS. 273

gery, but largely in the disinfection of furniture, floors,
ete. The gas itself is commonly employed for general
disinfection of closed chambers after infectious illnesses.

Lead water and laudanum is frequently applied to
fresh contusions where the skin is not abrased and to
sprains and fractures. It is prepared by adding 256
grains of lead acetate and one ounce of laudanum to
one quart of water.

Argyrol is a silver preparation which is used in treat-
ment of inflammation of mucous surfaces, eye, nose and
throat, and as a vaginal douche or irrigation in
strengths of 14 to 1000. In the eye from 5 per cent.
to 25 per cent.
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