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DIALOGUE VIL
On the Uses of FOREIGN TRAVEL,

LORD SHAFTESBURY — MR, LOCKE ;

. TO

ROBERT MOLESWORTH, ESQ.

COULD not but be much fur-
prized, my dear friend, to receive
your commands on a fubje&, of which
You, of all men, are the greateft mafter.
For who could fo well advife the party,
you fpeak of, or refolve the general
queftion concerning The Ufes of Foreign
Travel, confidered as a part of modern
breeding and education, as HE, who has
himfelf profited fo much by this pradtice,
and, and, in a late excellent treatife [2],
[2] Account of Denmmark, as it was in the year

169z.
Vou. III, B has
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has given fo convmcmg a proof ef its
utility ?

BEesipEs, your application to me #s a
little fufpicious ; and looks as if you
wanted to draw from me a confirmation of
your own fentiments, rather than a can-
did examination of them. For how was
it poffible for “you not to forefee the
‘difficulty T muft be under in debating
this. point with you? When have I been
able to diffent from you in any queftion
of morals or policy ? and efpecially what
chance for my doing it in this inftance,
when you know the bias which my own
education, conducted in this way, muft
have left upon me?

1 aM therefore at a lofs, as I faid, to
account for your fancy in making me of
your council on this occafion. But what-
ever your purpofe might be, fince you
have thought fit to honour me fo far, I
muft own your Letter of Inquiry could

not
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not poffibly have found me in a fitter
{eafon.

I nappENED juft then to amufe myfelf
with recolle&ing a converfation, which,
not many days before, had paffed be-
tween me and a certain Philofopher of
great note, on that very fubje&.

You know the efteem I have of this
Philofopher; I mean, for fuch of his
writings, as are moft popular, and deferve
to be fo; fuch as his pieces on Govern-
ment, Trade, Liberty, and Education. No '
man underftands the world better; or
reafons more clearly on thofe fubjeéts,
in which that world takes itfelf to be
moft of all, and is, in truth, very néarly
concerned.

His Philofophy, properly fo called, is
not, I doubt, of fo good a tafte. At
leaft, his notion of morals is too modern
for my relifh : I had put myfelf to fchool

B2 to
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6 OF THE USESOF

But thefe pundilios of decorum are
thought too conftraining, and, as fuch,
are wifely laid afide, by the eafy mo-
‘derns. Nay, the very notion of Dia-
Jogue, fuch as it was in the politeft ages
of antiquity, is fo little comprehended in
our days, that I queftion much, if thefe
papers were to fall into other -hands,
than your own, whether they would not
appear in a high degree fantaftic and
vifionary. It would never be imagined
that a point of morals or philofophy
could be regularly treated in what is
called a converfation-piece; or that any
thmg fo unlike the commerce of our
world could have taken place between
men, that had any ufe or knowledge of it.

Turs, I fay, might be the opinion of
- men of better breeding; of thofe, who
are acquainted with the fathion, and are
themfelves pradtifed in the converfations,
of the polite world. The formalifts, on

' the
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the other hand, would be out of pati-
ence, I can fuppofe, at this fceptical man-
ner of debate, which ends in nothing;
and, after the wafte of much breath,
leaves the matter at laft undecided, and
juit as it was taken up,

ALL this, it muft be owned, is very
_true. But, as it is not my intention to
fubmit the following draught to fuch
critics, yoil, who know me, will accept
this recital, made in my own way, and
pretty much as it pafled. You may well
be trufted to make your own conclufions
from what is offered on either fide of
the argument, and will need no officious
monitor to inftruc you on which fide the
truth lies. '

Not to detain you, by further pre-
liminaries, from the entertainment (fuch
as it is) which I have promifed you, you
may fuppofe, if you pleafe, Mr. Lockk
~and me, in company with fome other of

B 4 . our
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our common friends, fitting together ip
my Library, and entering on the fubje&
in the following manner,

LORD SHAFTESBURY. -

AND is not TRAVELLING then, in
your opinion, one of the beft of thofe
methods, which can be taken to polith
and form the manners of our liberal
youth, and to fit them for the bufinefg
and converfation of the world?

MR. LOCKE.

I Tuink not. I fee but little good,
in proportion to the time it takes up,
that can be drawn from it, under any
management; but in the way, in which
it commonly is and muft be conducted, fo
long as #ravel is confidered as a part of
carly education, I fee nothing but mif-
chiefs fpring from it.

LORD SHAFTESBURY,
WaaT, neceflarily fpring from it!
And is there no way to ftop their growth;
or
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er at leaft prevent their choking the
good plants, which that foil is capable
of producing ?
' MR. LOCKE,

" Tuis indeed I muft not abfolutely
affirm : your Lordthip’s example, I con-
fefs, ftands in my way. But if your own
education, which was conduéted in this
form and creates a prejudice for it, be
Plcadcd againft me, I may ftill fay, that
the argument exténds no €urther than to
qualify ‘the aflertion; and that, as in
“other cafes, the rule is general, though
with fome exceptions.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

It ‘'was not my meaning to put your
politenefs to this proof. I would even
take np advantage of the exception
which you might confent ta make in the
cafe of many other travellers, who have, -
doubtlefs, a better claim, than myfelf, to
this indulgence, What I would gladly
know of you, is, Whether, in general,

' Travel
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Travel be not an excellent fchool for our
ingenuous and noble youth; and whether
it may not, on the whole, deferve the
countenance of a philofopher, who un- -
derftands the world, and has himfelf
bcen formed by it?

MR. LOCKE,

Your Lordfhip, I think, will do well
to put pbilofophy out of the queftion.
There is fo much to be faid againft
Travel in that view, that the matter
" wauld clearly be determined againft you.
It is by other rules, and what are called
the maxims of the world (which your
"Lordfhip underftands too well, to join
them with Philofophy) that the advocate
for travelling muft ‘demand to have his
caufe tried, if he would hope to come off;
in the difpute, with any advantage,

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Yer philofophy was nat always of
this mind. You know, when the beft
proficients
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.proficients " in that fcience gave a coun-
tenance to this pradice,. by their owa
example; a good part of their life was
fpent in foreign countries; and they did
- mot prefume to fet up for mafters of wif-
dom, til] experience and much infight
into the manners of men had qualified
them for that great office. Hence they
became the ableft and wifeft men of the
old world; and their wifdom was not in
thofe days of the lefs account for the
politenefs, that was mixed with it.

MR. LOCKE.,

THoseE wife men might have their
seafans for this different pradtice. They
moft of them, I think, fet up for Politi-
cians and Legiflators, as well as Philofo-
phers; and in that infancy of arts and
commerce, when diftant nations had fmall
intercourfe with each other, it might be
of real advantage to them, at leaft it
might ferve their reputation with the

speople, to fpend fome years in voyages to
' ' fuch
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fuch countries as were in higheft fame
for their wifdom or good government,

BesipEs, the Sages of thofe times
made a wondrous myftery of their wif
dom: afure fign, perhaps, that they were
not overftocked with it, It was confined
to certain fchools and fraternities; or -
was locked up ftill more clofely in the
breafts of particular perfons. Know-
ledge was not then diffufed in books and
general converfation, as amongft us ; but
was to be obtained by frequenting the
academies or houfes of thofe privileged
men, who, by a thoufand ambitious arts,
had drawn to themfelves the applaufe
and veneration of the reft of the world.

ALv this might be faid in favour of
your Lordfhip’s old Sages. Yet one of
them, who deferved that name the beft,
was no great Traveller. I remember to
have read, that SocrarTes had never
ftirred out of Athens; and that, when

his
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his admirers would fometimes afk him
why he affeted this fingularity, he was
ufed to fay, That Stones and Trees did
not edify bim : Intmating, I fuppofe, that
the fight of fine towns and fine countries,
which the voyagers of thofe days, as of
our’s, made a matter of much vanity, was
the principal fruit they had reaped of
themfelves from their fathionable labours.

HowEevER, allowing your Lordihip to
make the moft of thefe refpe&table au-
thorities, for the ufe of travelling, it
muft ftill be remembered, that they are
wide of our prefent purpofe. They were
Sages, that wavelled: And we are now
inquiring, whether this be the way for
young men to become Sages. PraTo
might pick up more learning in his
Voyages, than any body fince has been
able to underftand, and yet a youth of
cighteen be litdle the wifer for ftaring
away two or three years in myfterious
Egypt.

LORD
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.LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Wnuy truly, if he carried nothing .
abroad with him but the ufe of his eye-
fight, I fhould be much ‘of your mind
 with regard to the improvements he
might be expefted to bring back with
him. But let him hear and obferve a
little, as well as fee, and methinks a
youth of eighteen might pick up fome-
thing of value, though he fhould not re-
turn Jaden with the myfteries of Egypt.

- As to the gaiety on the antient Sages,
I could be much entertained with it, if 1
did not recolle&t that the more enlighten-
ed moderns have, alfo, been of their
mind in this inftance. To fay. nothing
of -other countries, which yet have rifen
in reputation for knowledge and civility -
in proportion to their acquaintance with
the neighbourging nations, furely it muft
be allowed of our own, that all its valua-
ble acquifitions in both have been for-

(W 4 . watdCd .
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warded at leaft, if not occafioned, by this
reafonable pra&tice. 'We are now, with-
out doubt, arrived at the. fummit of

politenefs, and may fubfift at length
" upon‘our own proper ftock; but was this
always the cafe ? And muft it not be ac-
knowledged, that the brighteft periods of
our ftory are thofe, in which our noble
youth were fathioned in the fchool of
foreign Travel? You will hardly pre-
tend that the ornaments of the fecond
CuarLEs’ and EL1zABETH’s courts were
caft in the coarfe mould of this home-
breeding. *

MR. LOCKE.

I suaLL perhaps carry my pretenfions
ftill further, and affirm it had been much
better if they had been fo.

I xNow what is to be faid for the
voyagers in ErLizaBeTH’s time. We
were juft then emerging from ignorance
and barbarity. Learning and the Arts
were but then getting up, and were beft

acquired,
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‘acqhited, we will fay, in foreign fchools;

and the commeree of other nations, which
tight have the flart of us in fuch ims
provements. . The ftate of Earope at.that
time was not unlike what I obferved of
the .old world, when knowledge was iit
few bands,” and the exclufive property,

“7ws it were, of particular perfons. S6

that it was to be travelled for, and

. fetchéd home by fuch as would have it
ltaly, in particular, was in thofe days, as = .
it bad long been, the theatre of polites

nefs, and without doubt could furnith us
with very much of the ‘learning we moft
wanted,

-

‘s, )
L.

| Tuis then was the fathionable route
of our curious and courtly youth: And

‘many accomplithed perfors, I can readily

admit, were to be found in the number
offour {talian Travellers. Yet, methinks,
they had done better to ftay at home,

they
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they were neceffary to them, in fager
heads than their own.

I say this, becaufe it is no fecret that
the civility, we thus acquired, was dear-
ly paid for; and that Irreligion and
even Atheifm, were packed up among
their .choiceft gleanings, and fhewn"
about, at their return, as curiofities,
which ¢ould not but very much cn-
hance the confideration of thofe who
had been to gather them beyond the
mountains [].

[4] * Infidelity is the natural produ& of reftraint
¢¢ and fpiritual tyranny — Hence it is we fee France
“ and Jrely over-run with the worft kind of Deifmm.
“¢ There our travelling gentry firft picked it up for
““ararity, And, indeed, at firff, without much
* malice, It was brought home in a cargo of new
¢ fafhions: and worn, for fome time, with that
¢¢ levity, by the importers, and treated with that
¢¢ contempt by the reft, as fuited, and was due, to
¢ the apithnefs of foreign manners : Till a fet &5c.”
Bllhop of GLOUCESTER’s Sermon on the Supprefion
™ the late Rebellion, p. 78.

Vovr. III C LORD
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LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Or, fhall we fay that this impiety of
the time was only employed to corret its
fuperftition? And that the philofophic
fpirits of that age trafficked in thefe
wares, as thinking them a proper anti-
dote to fuch as another fet of miflionaries
largely dealt in, I mean the agnus Des’s,
holy beads, and confecrated medals ?

MR« LOCKE.,

TaxE it which way you will, the con-
clufion, I believe, will fcarcely be much
in favour of our Italian Travellers.—
As to the worthies of CHARLES’ court,
your Lordthip, without doubst, is difpofed
to divert yourfelf with them. For, if
they brought any thing with them from .
France, befides the drefs of its follies and
vices (excepting always the facred bab-
ble of their language) it is a fecret
which it has not been my fortune to be®

apprized of.
LORD
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LORD SHAFTESBURY,

Axp fo, becaufe Travelling may, by
accident, be attended with fome ill effeéts,
you roundly determine againft the thing
itfelf; as if the national improvement
in arts and civility, which unqueftionably
arofe from it, were to go for nothing!

MR. LOCKE.

I wouLp have it go for no more than
it is honeftly worth; which furely is
fomething lefs than the price paid for it,
our principles and our morals. AndI
doubt the truth is, that this degeneracy
in both was the ufual acquifition of our
travelled youth, and the improvement,
your Lordthip fpeaks of, only the acci-
dental benefit.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

WitHouT doubt, there is no extend-
ing our acquaintance with the world but
we run the tifk of catching its vices, as

Ca2 well
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well as virtues. Yet, puth this conclufion
as far as it will go, and you fhut up man-
kind in abfolute and incurable barbarifm.
Such is the unhappy condition of human
nature, that, in ftriving to cultivate its
. powers, you furnifth the opportunities, at
leaft, of its corruption. Yet to leave jt
in that fordid ftate, for fear of thofe
abufes, is methinks but a&ting with the
weak apprehenfion of fond mothers;
who deny their children the liberty of
ftirring from the fire-fide, for fear of the
dirt or damp air, which, in their field-
exercifes, may chance to incommode

them.

MR. LOCKE.

Tue allufion would be apt, if the
health of the mind, as of the body, de-
pended on the ufe of fuch Liberty; or
if it were true, that one could as little
help breathing the air of vice, as that of
the heavens. But, though I"have hear’d .
much of the dangers, to which virtue is
expofed in this bad world, I have never

underftood
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underftood that Vice is its proper ele-
ment.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

" YeT methinks, Sir, it will be hard to
keep clear of it in any part of the world,
that I am acquainted with: Unlefs per-
Haps you take this happy Ifland of our’s
to be as free from Vice, as a Neighbour-
ing one, they fay, is from Venom.

MR. LOCKE,

THERE are, however, degrees in vice,
as well as varieties of it; and I cannot
think it neceflary for us to be greater
proficients, than we are, or to import
new f{pecies of it; by rambling into
countries where it may chance to rage
with greater virulence, or where fuch
modes of it, at leaft, prevail as are lucki-
ly unknown to us. And fuch, I doubg,
were the fruits of our [talian and French
travels. ‘

C3 . But
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Bur allowing that vice were of every
clime, the fame every where, and equalty
malignant, I thould ftill imagine our youth
to be fafer from the infeftion at home,
under the eye and wing of their own
parents or families, than wandering at
large in foreign countries, with as little
care of others, as prudence of their own,
to guard them from this danger.

LORD SHAFTESBURY,

YEs, if they. were turned loofe into
this wicked world, dnd left to their own
devices. But, what if fome fage Philo-
fopher —

MR. LOCKE.

SomE God, you would fay, in the fhape
of a Tutor; for a mere martal Guide of
that ftamp is not eafily met with. Or, if
He were, his wifdom, I doubt, would
hardly give him the authority, he ftands
in needs of, for the difcharge of his
funétion. But I take your Lordfhip’s

4 . raillery,



FOREIGN TRAVEL. a3

raillery, and could fay in my turn, But
what if fome inquifitive and well-dif-
pofed young Nobleman —

ArTER all, we may let thefe two
voyagers, fo well matched and fitted to
each other, proceed on their journey.
The queftion at prefent is of no fuch
rarities ; but of raw, ignorant, ungovern-
able boys, on the one hand, and of fhal-
Jow, fervile, and interefted governors,
on the other. And if any good can
arife from fuch worthies as thefe, faun-
tring within the circle of the grand
Tour, the magic of travelling can ca// up
more than I have ever yet feen.

LORD SHAFTESBURY,

IT may be true, perhaps, that the ad-
vantages of travelling are not fo great, or
fo general, as is fometimes pretended.
Yet, on the other hand, that there are
advantages, and confiderable ones too,
can hardly be denied. And to come at

Cy length
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length more elofely to the point (for
what has hitherto paft is but a fort of
prelude to the main argument) let me
have leave to ftate thofe advantages
clearly and diftin&ly to you, and thesp to
requeft your own proper fenfe (I mean
as a man of the world, according to the
advice you juft now gave me, and not as

a Philofopher) of this practice.

MR. LOCKE. .
Is this fair dealing in your Lordthip ?
I fuppofed that by ftarting this queftion
you had meant only, as on other occa-
fians, to engage an old man in a little con-,
verfation, whereas your purpofe, I now
find, is to make a formal debate of it.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Nor a formal debate, but a free con-
ference; for which we feem to have
leifure enough ; and the fubje& is, be-
fides, of real importance. I may pre-
-fume to anfwer for our friends here,

that
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that they will not be difpleafed to affift
at it.

1 am aware, as you faid, that the
practice may be fometimes “inconvenicnt,
as it is commonly managed, on the fidc of
morals; and 1 would not be thought to
have benefited fo- little by your’s, and
the inftru&ions of my other mafters, as
. not, to lay the greateft ftrefs on that
confideration.

BuT, after all, thefe inconveniences
may be pretty well avoided by the choice
of an honeft and able governor. Such
an one it will not be impoflible to find,
if the perfons concerned be in earneft
to look out for him: Ido not fay, in
€ells, for a Pedant without manners;
and ftill lefs, you will fay, in Camps, for
a mannered man, without principles or
letters; .but, in the world at large, for
fome learned and well-accomplithed per-
fon, who, yet, may not difdain to be en-

: gaged
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gaged in this nobleft office of condu&ing
a young gentleman’s education.

Unxpker fuch a Governor, as this, the
danger, to which a young man’s morals
may be expofed by early travel, will be
- tolerably guarded againft; and to make
amends for the hazard he runs in this
refpe&, I fee, on the other hand, fo many
reafons for breeding young men in this
way, fo many benefits arifing from it at
_ all times, and fuch peculiar inducements
-with regard to the prefent ftate of our
own country, that, I think, we thall hardly
be of two minds, when you have attends

ed to them.

MR. LOCKE.

WE fhall fee that in due time. For
the prefent, the ferious air, you aflume,
fo different from your wonted manner,
fecures my attention,

LORD
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LORD SHAFTESBURY.

I caxnot tell what may be the opi»
nion of others, but ignorance and barba-
rity feem to me to be the parents of the
moft and the worft vices. Conceit, pride,
bigotry, infolence, ferocity, cruelty, are
the native produ& of the human mind,
kept uncultivated.  Self-love, which
makes fo predominant a part in the con-
ftitution of man, that fome fufferers by
its excefles have miftaken it for the fole
fpring of all his a&ions, naturally engen-
ders thefe vices, when no care is taken
to control its operations by another
principle.

O~ this account, wife men have had
recourfe to various expedients; fuch as
the provifion of Laws; the culture of
Arts and Letters; and, in general, all
that difcipline which comes under the
potion of early tutorage and education.
But none of thefe has been found fo ef-

g fe&tual
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fe€ual to the end in view, or is fo im<~
‘mediately dire&ed to the purpofe of en-
larging the mind and curing it, at once,
of all its obftinate and malignant pre~
judices, as a knowledge of the world,
acquired in the way of fociety, and ge-
neral converfation,

To fay nothing of the folitary fe-
queftered life, which all men agree to
term Savage, look only on thofe fmaller
knots and fraternities of men, which
meet together in our provincial towns
and cities, and, without any larger com-
merce, are confined within the narrow
enclofure of their own walls or diftriéts.
In as much as this condition is more
focial than the other, it is, without
doubt, more eligible. Yet fee how
many weak views are entertained by
thefe feparate clans, how many fond con-
ceits, and over-weening fancies! The
world feems to them flirunk up'into their
own private circle; juft as the heavens

appear
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. appear to children to be contained with-
in the limits of their own horizon.

ExTEND this profpe& of mankind to
ftill gréater combinations, to ftates, king-
doms, nations, and what we call a whole
people. By this freer intercourfe, in-
deed, their thoughts take a larger range,
and their minds open to more generous .
and manly conceptions. Yet their na-
tive barbarifm fticks clofe to them, and
requires to be loofened and worn off by
a more focial habit, by the experience
of a ftill wider and more thorough com-
munication. Tribes of men, although
very numerous, yet, if {hut up within one
territory, and held clofely together un-
der the influence of the fame political
conftitution, eafily aflimilate, as it were;
run into the fame common fentiments
and opinions; and prefently take, in the
whole extent of their community, one
uniform prevailing chara&er.

HENCE,



0 ON THE USES OF

HENCcE, thée neceflity of their ftill
looking beyond their own, into other
combinations and focieties; that fo, as
the mind ftrengthens by this exercife,
they may be enabled to thake off their
local, as we may fay, and territorial
prejudices. :

TuosE other focieties may not be
without their defedts, which it will be
equally proper to keep clear of. But, by
this free profpec of the differences fub-
filting between different nations,each na-
turally gets quit of his own peculiar and
charaeriftic vices; and thofe of others, -
prefenting themfelves to our unbiafled

_ obfervation, are not fo readily entertain«
ed, or do not cling fo faft to us, as what'
have grown up with us and, by long un-
queftioned ufe, are become, as we well
exprefs it, a_fecond nature.

Taus,
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THus, by this near approach and at-
trition, as it were, of each other, our rude
parts give way; our rough corners are
infenfibly worn off; and we are polithed
by degrees into a general and univerfal
humanity : . '

EXTERNI nequid valeat per leve morari,
to ufe the poet’s words, though with fome
{mall difference, I believe, in their ap-
plication.

‘WHAT fays my friend to thefe princi-
ples? are they juft and reafonable? or,
am I going to build on precarious and

“infecure foundations ?

MR. LOCKE.

WHATEVER defe& there may be in
this foundation, your Lordfhip, as a wife
archite&, is for fparing no coft or pains
in providing for its ftability. Yet, me-
thinks, you go deeper for it, than you
need. At leaft I did not expeét your de-
fence of Travelling would reguire you
to
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to make thefe profound refearches into
human nature.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

I TAKE your meaning. Thefe ré-
fearches, you would fay, are fo little pro-
found, that I might have fpared myfelf -
the trouble of making them at all, at
leaft in converfation with a philofopher.
Be that as it will; provided the princi-
ples themfelves, 1 am contending for, be
well founded. For the conclufion necef-
farily follows, “ That therefore ForEIGN
« TRAVEL is, of all others, the moft im-
« portant and eflential part of Edu-
“ cation.” ‘

TaE youth of the moft accomplithed
people in Eurgpe would ‘have much to
corre& “in themfelves, and fomething,
perhaps, to learn, in their voyages into
the neighbouring nations; however in-
feriour to their own, in the general ftate
. of knowledge and politenefs. What .
) then
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then muft be the cafe of our Englif®
youth, confined in this remote corner
among themfelves, and indulged in their
own ruftic and licentious habits?

Ouxr country has never been famous
for the civility of its inhabitants. Wé
have, rather, been ftigmatized in all ages,
and are ftill confidered by the reft of
- Europe, as proud, churlith, and unfocial.
The very circumftance of our Ifland-
fituation feems to expofe us to the juft
reproach of inhofpitality. And if, with
this difadvantage, we fhould cherifh, and
not corre&, thofe vices which fo natural-
ly fpring from it, what lefs could we ex-
pe&t than to be diftinguithed by fuch
names, as our ill-manners would well de-
ferve, though our pride might fuffer
from the application of them?

It feems then to be an inevitable con-
fequence of what has been faid, that we .

of this country have a more than ordi-
Vour. IIL D nary
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nary occafion for the benefits of foreign
dravel. And the reafon of the thing
fhews, they cannot be obtained too foon.
Young minds are the fitteft to take the
ply of civility and good manners. The
zalk is lefs eafy, and the fuccefs more un-
certain, when we enter upon this bufi-
nefs late in life; when intra&able hu-
mours have gathered ftrength, and the
unfocial manner is become habitual to
us. Whatever may be objefted to the
incapacity of this age in other refpeds,
youth is out of queftion the time for ac-
quirjng right propenfities and virtuous
habits.
. MR. LOCKE.

Your Lordfhip has fo many good
‘words at command upon -all occafions,
that one cannot but be entertained, at
leaft, with your rhetoric, if not convinced
by it. But my prefent concern is to have
a clear conception of your argument,
which 'in plain terms, as I apprehehend
it, ftand thus ;- “ That every nation has

[ many
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% many vices and follies to corre&t in’it-
«felf; that this is perhaps more efpeci-
« ally the cafe of our own; and that

- “early Travel is. the only, at leaft the

“ moft proper, cure for them.”

- LORD SHAFTESBURY. -
THAT, Sir, is my meaning; and, tho’
exprefled -in more words than may be
neceflary, it is furely not coloured by
any rhetorical exaggerations. But you

‘muft allow me to procéed in my own -

way, and enforce the general argument,
I have delivered, by applying it to the
particular exigencies and neceflities of
our Engli/b youth,

You, who have been abroad in the
world and have fo juft a knowledge of
other ftates and countries, tell me, if
there can be any thing more ridiculous
than the idiot PrREJjUDICES of our home-
bred gentlémen ; which thew themf¢lves,
whenever their own dear Ifland comes, in

D2 . any
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any refpet, to be the topic of converfa-
tion. What wondrous conceits of their
own prowefs, wifdom, nay of their man~
ners and politenefs!| With what difdain
is a foreigner mentioned by them, and
with what apparent figns of averfion is
his very perfon treated! They fcarcely
give you leave to fuppofe that any vir-
tuous quality can thrive out of their owns
air, or that good fenfe can be exprefied
m any foreign language. Nay, their
foolith prepoffeflion extends to their very
foil and climate. Such warm patriots
are they, fuch furious lovers of their
- country, that they will have it to be the
theatre of all convenience, delight,  and
beauty.

“ To hear their difcourfe among thems
* felves, one would imagine that the fineft
“lands near the Euphrates, the Baby-
“lonian or Perfian Paradifes, the rich
« plains of Egypt, the Gracian Tempe,
“ the Roman Campania, Lombardy, Pro-
4 “vence,
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“ pence, the Spanith Andalufia, or the
*moft delicious tradts in the Eaftern or
® Weftern Indies, were contemptible
* countrics in refpe of what they dote
# upon under the name of O/d Eng-
* land (c]”

Now, if it were only for the fake of
. truth and decency, if it were but to
avoid the ridicule to which thefe palpa-
‘ble abfurdities and childifh fancies ex-
- pofe them, one cannot but with that our
countrymen would open their eyes, and
extend their profpe& beyond their own
foggy air, and dirty acres.

Bur this is the leaft inconvenience of
their home-breeding. " How many low
HABITS and fordid pradices grow upon
our youth of fortune, and even of qua-
lity, from the influence of their family, or
at beft provincial, education!

- [e] Caaracr. Vol. iii, Mifc. iii,
D3 THEY
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THEY retain fo much of their Saxon
or Norman charaler, that their nobleft
paflion is that of the Chace; unlefs a
. horfe-race may, haply, contend with it.
Their ideas are all taken from the ftable
or kennel; and they have hardly words
for any other fort of conyerfation.

In conjundtion with this habit, or in
dire& confequence of it, they plunge
themfelves into the brutalities of the
Bottle and Tablg. Having little ufe of
. the faculty of thinking or difcourfing on
any reafonable fubje&, they care not
how foon they difable themfelves for
either, To this end, their Surloins are
of fovereign effe@: And if any fpark of
the divine particle be fill unfubdued,
they quench it forthwith in the {ftrongeft
wines, ar, which fuits their tafte and de-
fign beft, in their own country liquor.

TH1s
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. Tuis fottith debauch leads to others.
My young mafter will be denied no animal
gratification. And thus low intrigues,
and vulgar amours follow of courfe, in
which the fum of his refined pleafures

is, at length, completed.

THE reft of his life runs on in this
drowzy tenour ; unlefs perhaps you ex-
cept thofe intervals, which can hardly be
called /ucid, when his half-clofed un-
derftanding feems ftunned, rather than
awakened, by party-rage, eletion-buttle,
and the noife of fadion.

ADMIRABLE patriots thefe! and ufe-
fuller citizens by far, than if they had
acquired fome relifh of temperance, de-
cency, and reafon in foreign courts, and
the more improved focieties of Europe ! -

BuT fuppofe our young gentleman to

have efcaped this fordid tafte, and by
D4 . .better
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better luck than ordinary to have finithed
his home-education without much injury
to his morals. Nay, fuppofe him te be
inured, in good time, to better difcipline,
and to have had the advantage of whag
is called amongft us, by a violent figure
of fpeech, a liberal education,

To put the cafe at the beft, fuppofe
him to have been well whipped through
one of our public fchools, and to coms
full fraught, at length, with Latia and
Greet, from his college. You fee him,
now, on the verge of the world, and julk
ready to ftep into it. But, good heavens,
with what prINCIPLES and MANNERs!
His fpirit broken by the fervile awe of
pedants, and his body unfafhioned by the
genteeler exercifes! Timid at the fame
time, and rude ; illiberal, and ungrace«
ful! An abfurd compound of abje&t
fentiments, and bigoted notions, on the
one hand; and of clownifh, coarfe, un-
gainly demeanour, on the other! Ina

’ word,
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" word, both in mind and perfon, the
furtheft in the world from any thing thae
is handfome, gentlemanlike, or of ufe and
acceptation in good company !

‘BriNG but one of thefe grown boys
into a circle of well-bred people, fuch
as his rank and fortune entitle him, and
in a manner oblige him, to live with,
And fee how forbidding his air, how im-
~ barafed all his looks and motions! His
aukward attempts at civility would pro-
voke laughter, if, again, his ruftic painful
bafhfulnefs did not excite one’s pity.
What wonder if the young man, under
thefe circumitances, is glad to fhrink
away, as foon as poffible, from fo con-
ftraining a fituation; and to feek the low
fociety of his inferiors, at leaft of fuch as
himfelf among his equals, where he can
be at eafe, and give a loofe to his unform-
¢d and diforderly behaviour !

.BUT
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But now, on the other hand, let a
young gentleman, who has been trained
abroad; who has been accuftomed to the
figkt and converfation of men; who has
learnt his exercifes, has fome ufe of the
languages, and has read his HorAcE or
HoMER in good company; Let fuch an
one, at his return, make his appearance
in the beft focieties; and fee with what
eafe, and addrefs, he fuftains his part in
them! how llberal his air and manner!
how managed and decorous his delivety
of himfelf! In fhort, how welcome to
every body, and how prepared to acquit
_ himfelf in the ordinary commerce of the
world, and in converfation !

I smouLp think, if there were no other
advantage of early travel, befide this of
manners, it were well worth fetting
againft all the other inconveniences,
whatever they be, of this fort of Edu-
cation.

MR.
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MR. LOCKE.
" Goop, my Lord —

LORD SHAFTESBURY. :
I xNow what you would fay: That
manners, in the proper acceptation of
the word, at leaft in the fenfe of wife
men, implies much more than the eafe,
affurance, civility (call it what you will)
which a young Traveller is fuppofed to
acquire in his. intercourfe with the po-
liter nations. Without doubt, it does.
But give me this foundation of good
breeding to work upon, and if I had the
tutorage of-a noble youth, I durft be an--
fwerable for all the reft, which even a
philofopher includes in his fublime no-
tion of manners: Whereas without it,
his improvemenats of other forts would
be almoft thrown away; nay, his vir-
tues themfelves would be offenfive and
unlovely, '

But -
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But dont’t imagine I confine myfelf
to manners in the obvious meaning of
that Term. I further underftand by it
an ability for ingenious, ufeful, and man-
ly converfation. For a traveller, that
makes the proper ufe of his opportu-
nities, will be all of a piece, and return
as poh!hcd in his mind and undcrﬁand-
ing, as in his perfon,

AND here, again, how deficient is the
turn and courfe of our ordinary edu-
cation! Whither would you fend our
young pupil to accomplith himfelf in the
. neceffary art of fpeaking handfomely
and thinking juftly ? What companions
have you provided for him, or what ine
ftrufors in this man-fcience will you di.
re®@ him to? Shall he court the ac-
quaintance of fome lettered pedagogue
in the fchools, or follicit the precious
communication of fome famed profeflor
in the occult fciences? Wonderful mo-

dels
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dels of corre® wit, fublime fenfe, and
clegant expreffion !

I mave read of an antient Rhetori-
¢ian, that took upon him to teach others
the art of fpeaking; but in fuch a way,
fays my author, that if 2 man had a mind
to learn the art of not Jpeating, he could
ot have been dire&ted to an abler mafter.

I roreeaR the application of my little
tale, out of pure refpeét to the modern
difciples and ornaments of this antient
fchool ; and without puthing matters fo
far, it will be owned that whatever ad-
vantage of this fort may be left at home,
the lofs will be amply made up to an
inquifitive traveller, on the continent.
France, and even Italy abounds in men
of diftinguifhed literature and politenefs,
Nay, a German Profeflor may fupply the
place of an Univerfity Do&or. Think,
what illuftrious perfons may be fome-
times met with even in a Dutch town;

and
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and how many inftrudtive hours you
and I have pafled in converfadon with
fuch knowing, candid, and accomplifhed .
fcholars, as Le CLERc, and LiMBoRCH.
Philofophy, and even Divinity could
take a liberal air, under their manage-
ment; and eloquence itfelf might be
leamed on almoft every fubje, in their
‘company. -

I consiper then the acquaintance
and familiarity of men of eminent parts
and genius, as another confiderable bene-
fit refulting from this way of foreign
education.

S'riLy there are higher things in view
(for now I have ventured thus far in the
dogmatic tone, I find myfelf, ltke our au-
thorized teachers, a little impatient of
control and in a humour to run myfelf
out without let or interruption) ftill, I
fay, there are higher advantages in view

. from travelled culture and education.
You
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You may think as flightly, as you
pleafe, of the exterior polith of manners,
or may even treat, as fuperficial, the 7n-
formation that can be acquired in good
company. But what fay you to that
fupreme accomplithment,a KNOWLEDGE
oF THE woRLD? A {cience To ufeful,
as to fuperfede or difgrace all the reft;
and fo profound, as to merit all the ho-
nours, and to fill up all the meafures, of
the beft philofophy? For, by a énow-
ledge of the world, I mean that which
refults from the obfervation of men and
things; from an acquaintance with the
cuftoms, and ufages of other nations;
from fome infight into their policies, go-
vernment, religion; in a word, from the
ftudy and contemplation of men; as they
prefent themfelves on the great ftage of
the world, in various forms, and under
different appearances, This is that
mafter-fcience, which a gentleman thould

comprehend,
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comprehend, and which our fchools and
colleges never hear’d of,

I xNow this feience is too difficnlt to
to be perfe@ly acquired but by long
habit and mature reflexion, I know it
is not to be expeted from a flight fur-
vey of mankind; from a hafty paflage
through the different countries, or a thort
refidence in the great towns, of Eurgpe.
All this I am not to be told; but it muft
be allowed me at the fame time, that fo
important a ftudy cannot be enter’d
upon too foon, and that the rudiments
at leaft of this fcience cannot be laid in
too carly.

THE proper bufinefs of men, efpecially
thofe of rank and quality, lies among
men. The firft and laft obje of a
‘Gentleman fhould be an intimate ftudy
and knowledge of his fpecies. Say, that
fome chapters of this great book, the
world, are above his reach, and too hard

for
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for his decyphering: Yet others aré
tafier and more manageable. Initiaté a
young man betimes in fhefe purfuits,
and his progrefs, as in other things, maft
be the more fure and fuccefsful

~ Asove all, let him be taught to give
2n early atteation to the manners of men;
to obferye their difpofitions; to mfpe&,
and analyze their charafers. What a-
ﬁcld is hefe for an irtelligent yotng

, affifted by the fuperior lights and
éxp;ricnce of an able governor! And’
what a harveft of true knowlédgé and
learning muft he gather and bring home
with him, from thé numberlefs varied
fcenes he has paffed through in his’
voyages! With what luftre miift fuch &

‘perfon appear iy the ¢ourt or fenaté of

his own country! How fecure dgainft
the attempts of ardfice'and defign! the
plows of infidious enc!mes,orthepre-,
tences of falfe friends! how apt for the
bufinefs of life, and for bearing his part
Vou.lIL b ] in
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in public debates and cabinet-confulta®
tions ! ..
MR. LOCKE.

.Your Lordthip declaims fo handfome-
ly on this theme, that I am fomething
loth to fpoil your panegyric by afking a -
plain queftion, “ How this knowledge of
« the public affairs of his own. country
“ js to be come at, by foreign politics 2

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

As if the objed@s of that knowledge
were not every where much the fame!
Bigotry ‘or Fanaticifm in religion, felfifh
or fadtious intrigues in government, neg-
lected, or ill-improved agriculture or conj-
merce, infolence -and want of difcipline
in flects and armies, a bad-conftituted
policc under vengl magiftrates, and a
corrupt, adpiniftration; Are not thefe
the - priscipal mifchiefs. to. be guarded
“againft. by our young citizen, or perhaps.
fenator? - And where is the country,
“which. dogs ‘not: aﬂ'erd opportusitics of.
i . leying
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liying in ufeful leflons oft all thefe
fubjedts?

T fay the leaft, a little home-pradtice
Wwill go a great. way when entered upon
with fo trae a preparation of general
knowledge: On the other hand, it hard-
ly needs to be obferved, the difadvantage,
with which our. young Iflander muft
comie into this fcene; a novice to the
affairs of the wofld; a ftranger to men
and charaters; and who has never per-
haps' ftretthed his obfervation beyond
the narrow circle of his companions, op
even his own’ fa:mly

My panegyric, as you call this plain
repreféntation of fads ard things, would
‘méver have an end, if I were to take to
niyfelf all the advamtages, which this
topic of an early knowledge of the
world “in a young traveler, affords me:
Bur I leave: the reft to. be fupplied out
of thefélnﬁts afnd pafs on toother con<
E2 fiderations,



2 ON THE USES OF

fiderations, which feem of moment -to
the credit and reputation of our country,
and to the accomplithment, at leaft, of
our ingenuous youth; however they
may rank in the eftimation of fome, who
in modern times have affumed to them-
felves the name and office of philofophers.

You, who have fo much a nobler way
of thinking, than thefe nominal fages,
will allow me, I hope, to lay fome ftrefs.
on the LiBErAL ArTs{ which adorn
and embellith human life; and, where-
they prevail to fome degree of per-
feftion, are among the fureft marks of
the civility and politenefs of any people.

IT is notorious enough how backward
we have been, and ftill are, in all thefe
clegantand mufe-likeapplications. There,.
s little or nothing in the way of - pidure,
Jeulpture, and the arts of dgfign among us,
that can ftand the teft of a knowing and-
judicious eye. It is but of late we have

begun
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begun to form to ourfelves any thing
like an ear in harmony and the pro-
portions of juft mufic. And whatever
magifterial airs our fafhionable workmen
in the dramatic and poetieal kinds may
give themfelves in their prologues and
prefaces, it is no fecret to fuch as have
loocked into the antient mafters, or have
made an acquaintance with the ftyle and
manner of the politer moderns, that we
are far from poflefling a right tafte in
thefe things, and that the Mufes have
hitherto thewn themfelves but little in-
dulgent tq us, )

THE courtthip, we have paid to them,
has been prefling and ardent, if you will ;
but this circumﬁance, though it may do’
much, nay is thought to do every thing
with the fex, fccms not to have fucceed:
ed with thefe coy Ladies. Paffion and
affiduity are got the only’ things: Some-
what of an addrefs and management is
looked for in our advances. Wherever

E3 the
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the defet lies, and whatever be the curd
for it, certain it is, there is much of the
gothic manner in the performances of
our beft artfts: There is neither chaft-
nefs of defign, nor elegance of hand, in
our manual operations: Nothing like
corre&nefs of thought, implicity of ﬁyle,
or the grace of numbers, in our ln;nra.n:
productions. .

’T1s true, the ftrength and vigour of
our genius has been exerted in other
things, We have been follicitous tg
procure a juft tafte in policy and go:
vernment, and have at length fucceeded
in this firft and higheft emulafion; It
may now be proper to apply the hberty,
we have fo happily gained, to other im=
provements, There is- _{_omc;hmg, I hawe
ever obferved, congenial to the ljbexal .
auts in the reigning fpirit of a free. peps
ple. It muft then be our own fauh,if
our progrefs.in every elegant.purfuit do

- pot
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got keep pace with onr excellent coti-
ftitution.

BuT the likelieft way to quicken the
growth of thefe ftudies, i to turn our at-
tention from the bad models of ‘ove own
countty, and enter into a free commercé
and generoué firuggle, as it were; with
our more advanced ncngh‘houn And
it is here again, as m the manneré
and arts of life, the ﬁ:cds of goo& tafte
cannot be committed o the mifitt -8
foon. It were thén to be withed, thit
our ypung men had right impreffions of
art in their tender years; and that,
forming their- relith among the ableft
proficients in Europe, they might. afrés-

wards communicate their improvements
to their own country.

Tmn, it mxght be hoped, in fome com-
yenient' timé we: fhoakd - have fortrething
of our ewn'to oppofe to the wit, Iearmng
and elegance of France; and that, in the

E 4 mechanic
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mechanic execution of the fine arts, we
fhould come at lcngth to vyc with the
Ital:an maﬁcrs. '

Nor think, that fuch an emulation ag
this would be without its ufe, even in a
imoral and political view. Beauty and
Virtue are nearer of kin, than, every
one is perhaps aware of : And the mind
that is taken with the charm of what is
2rue and becoming in the reprefentation
of fenfible things, cannot be inattentive
to thofe qualities in the higher. fpecies

and moral forms. It is thither indeed .

the virtuofo paflion naturally tcnds and
there, it ﬁnally acqmefccs. ‘

' Quid VERUM atgru DECENS curo et rogoy et
: ommsmbocfm. Coe

BU'r I fee what you think of this
language. - Let me add then, that Policy,
as well as P]nlofophy, is on the fide of
thefe ' ftudies. ~ Who can doubt their
vxrtuc in foftenmg and re.ﬁmng the man-

ncrs
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pers of a people? Or, to take policy in
its vulgar fenfe, where would be the
hure, if Britain were the feat of Arts
and Letters, as well as of Trade and Li-
berty ? Then might we be travelled to,
in onir turn, as our neighbours are at pre~
fent: And our country, amidit its ether
acquiﬁtions, be alfo enriched (I ufe the
word in its proper, not metaphorical
fcnfc) with 2 new fpeues of commerce.

Nor to infift, that the afcendant which
one nation takes over another in all pub-
lic_concerns, is very much owing to this
prc-emmencc of tafte and polltcnefs, 10
its acknowledgcd fupenomy, I may fay,
in the literate and virtuofo charadter:
- Of which France is an "inftance in our
days ; as Italy is well known to have
becn in the days of our forcfat;hers.

AND, if there be ufe and value in fuch
shings, how fhall our-ingenuous youth
be tpétured with a rxght fenfe of them,

but
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but by early and well-conduéted travel #
For what difcipline, what examples,
what encouragements have we at home ?
What academies for the genteel exer-
cifes? ‘what conferences for the improve. .
ment of art or language? what focieties
for the cultivation of the liberal cha-
ralter?

 Tug contemplation of thefe defeQs
carries me ftill further; to the fource
and fountain of them all, which I make
no fcruple to lay open to you.

* Ttme was, Sir, when Philofophy
herfelf could appear with grace even in
courty, when the great and noble, nay
and princes themfelves were not athamed
1o be of her train, but frequented her
ftudious fchools and walks, and were
even ambitious of her company in their
hours of leifure and recreation.

SEE now to what unpradifed cells
and ignoble focietics fhe is degraded ! her
graceful
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graceful form faded and thrunk ; herin-
genuous fprightly air dcadened ‘into I
“know not what gloom and auﬂ:cmy of

;hc cloyfﬁcr. ’

- You, who have done more than any
other, to retrieve her credit and bring
" her back to the world, can beft tell her
prefent degenerate condition. You know
where fhe Nes, unapproache- by her
former fuitors ; her liberal manner four-
¢d into difdajn-and hate; - her-perfugre
voice, which fpoke the language of the
Gads, broken into untunéd numbers avd
difcordant harfhpefs; and her very {4nfe
¢orrupted into empsy fophifms .and un-
intelligible jargon. The -Graces, thofe
companions.of her better days, are all
fled: And in their room,. a riotous band
of fauns and fatyrs dance around her.
Yet ftill fie- affumes a fort of mipek-
fovercighty; and, nnder the new name
ot Gemur of the Sclml:, prefides, ‘ip-ful-
C - g len
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"lep majéfty, .over her numeraus, fervile,
#we-ftruck votaries,”

In fome fuch way as this, were T at
liberty to purfue the figured fpeech, and
to adopt the higher tone of the antient
mafters, wonld I prefume to réprefent
the prefent ftate of Erudition, as we fee
it managed in certain fublime feats and
authorized nurferies amangft us.

Anxp would you invite our liberal and
noble youth to refort thither? Could you
expe that their free fpirits would ftoop
to be leQured by bearded boys, or'that
their minds could ever be formed and
tutored by fuch pedantsin a way that fits
them for the real praice of the world
and of mankind ¢

HAvVE we not long enough fubmitted
to the inconveniences of this monkifh edu-
cation ? Look an-the generality of thofe
perfon® who have had their breeding in

thofe
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thofe feminaries. 'What principles in
morals, in government, in religion have
fprouted thence! What difpofitions have:
we known corrupted by their difcipline !
what undcritandings perverted by their
fervile and falfe fyftems! Has truth, or
liberty, or reafon fair play from that
quarter ! Nay, has not truth and liberty
and reafon, though fpeaking by onE of
their own fons, been calumniated and re-
je&ed? In a word, have they not always
fet themfelves to obftru& the progrefs of
true knowledge, and the caufe of free-
dom?

 Ir fuch then be the ftate of our own
feats of literature and education, what
more needs be alledged in the behalf of
ForeloN TravEL; which is the only
means left to remedy thefe mifchief, or at
leatt to palliate and corret them ?

DIA-
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DIALOGUE VIIL

Onthe Uses of ForReIGNTRAVEL.

LORD SHAFTESBURY — MR, LOCKE ;

TO

ROBERT MOLESWORTH, ESQ.

ERE 1 concluded my defence :

When Mr. LockE, perceiving,
by the attention we all paid to him, that
we were now prepared to receive his
anfwer, raifed himfelf in his chair, and
with a, firmer tone and look, than I ex-
pected, addrefled himfelf to me in the
following manner, : ,

MR. LOCKE.

WERE the fubje& béfore us a matter

of indifference or curiofity, fuch as idle
1 © men
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men are ufed to difcourfe of, I could af-

low your Lordfhip to purfue it in this

way of Sotratic raillery and declamation.

But, if éver tliere was a queftion, that

deferved the examination of a philofo-

pher, properly {o called, it is, furely, this -
of EpucaTion; and, among the various
parts of it, none is more ftriétly to be in-
quired into, as none is, perhaps, fo big .
with important confequences, as that

which comes recommended to us undey

the fpecious namé of FOREIGN TRAVEL:

I couLp not, therefore, but wonder té
hear your Lordfhip enlarge fo much, and”
fo long, on I know not what varnith of"
manners and good breeding ; of the:
knowledge of men and the world; of
arts, languages, and other trappings and
fhewy appendages of education: Juft as:
if an archite& thould entertain you with
a difcourfe on Feftoons, and Foliage, or
thé finithing of - his Freeze and Capitals,
when you expeéted him to inftral yow

: in
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fo what way td erett a folid edifice on
firm walls and durable foundauons.

Wn.u' a rcafonable fian Wwaits to
know, is, The proper method of building
up mén: Wheteas your Lordthip feems
follicitous for littdé more than ericking
vuta fet of fine Gentlémen. Tt feemed,
indeed, ay- if your Lordthip had caleti-
latad. your defence of travelling' for a
linot of Virtuofi, or a ftill:more fathior-
‘able circle (where, doubtlefs, it-would
‘pafy’ with ‘much eafe and withont con-
feadi@tien)} ‘and - had; fome- how, Forgot-
teni ‘that yous hearers are a1 plain mén';
one of them, an old one; and he too, as
four Lordfhip loves to quahfy l&!m, a
'Philofopher. A

e o .. l N
= "f‘o fpeak my mm&‘ frankiy' my Ldrd,
-yeur "defénce of forcign travel, as lively
and -plaufible ‘as it feemed, -htas no*folid
bafis to reft upon. You tell us of many
-defefts in the breeding of our Englifh

VoL IIL F youth,
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great and awful charadter, my Lord!
Bht Ter s advhnct byJu'& ‘degrees.- ¢
JJ-.lx L'J LoaLnLied
PP §6i ‘pleafe, ‘16 R HIovidd
ﬂﬁ#ﬂe BeupYroptty citizéh- of Evigliid
APy 6 faour; fer diie- kﬁm& dfis
frhaff -ifland of our s, with'* the pompo{u
appellation of: the “iworld; - Je-’is ‘thii¢
world, at leaft, in which our adventurer
ivo Phiy s parlyj- and foi’ the “Om-
thb¥ee OF whieh' i colibetid! hith ;noft ot
mediately to be prepireds 1o enilric

N4 sk

- 2N ows s tyour Lordfip’s chief eark is
| RSO Wy proberly fuwiidd s B
fajens; 1-meancdhe: meit'of Pank wed
foviae 3owhole ample property and wos
BR Blith'givetheir dountry the greateft
vofizeir-in - their vdugatiod, vKev 1hé Al
wovhasamér diuypharslikifyedigimig
HRimtty bh@fw:ﬂwonmw
mega'ig -k & 323 e .nvq d omeii o
st Db o 'ﬂ [sperz, "o Tl
A Y 08N wu=ti) & @l perDy
35973 £ "I
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.. LORD SHAFTESBURY.

+ CERTAINLY, by acquiring that know-
ledge and thofe accompliflimonts, that are-
moft propcr for thc dnfchargc of them.

4 MR LOCKE.. .

UNDOUBTEDLY, my "Lord : l‘hcrc
cannoot bé two anfwers to fo. plain a- que-
ftion. As that education i¢, i Béneral,
the beft, which forms the man, in the
beft ‘manner; fo, in this confined view,
that education muft be thought the beft,
which forms xhc Engl jbman, m thc bcﬂ:.
manger, ..

vy S e v !

’I‘o proceed then on 'this reafonable

conccﬂion.

AN Englifb citizen or, if you will, Se-
nator (for this is the ftation to which
our greater citizens do, and our beft
fhould afpire) can never acquit himfelf
of the duties he owes his country, under

Fj3 this
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this charafter, but by furnithing himfelf
with all thofe qualities"¢f €lie-bead and
heart, which his’ fupcndr ra;nk aad prc-
ten,ﬁonsdemand- B T
THIS Iaj} _chaptcr is an impqrtam one,
and would be very’ long, if juftice werg
done to i’ But a fummary of the ridin
:ruclcs,qfwhthncenﬁﬁs;my heg:m
;nfewwqads. Lot et onilt
---o'. Sorr died o
1 szmxz dmn mmm young z{pxxﬁnd
10 she name and honours of..an:Euglifk
Senatof, That: hiy mind be early and
thoroughly {cafoncd with the prmplu
of virtue and religion: That he be traip-
ed, by a ﬁn& difciplive; 1d the gomndand
of his temper and paffions: .That his
ambition be awakened, or rather dire&-
od; to its right ‘objedt, . the' public .gbod;
and; to that- end; that :his foul Be -fired
with the love: of exccllcnco andctme hoe
pour : Above all, That he have a rés
. yerence for the legal « con.lhtutxon of his
: country,
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country, and-a fervent affe@tion forthe
great commumty, to whicb he belengu

Your Lordthip has a due refpe& fer
thefe virtuous qualities of the Hean+;
“which’ will give this confidetation its full.
weight with you.” But wére they of no
more account, -than many inftitutors of
youth feem difpofed to retkon them, fii}
there are other quahnee, thofe of the
He Av; it every man’s account effentially
requifite to the difcharge of thofeoffices,
which onr greater citizens are de{tmcd
to fuftain, :

- I—' REQUIRE - therefore, in' the next
place, that our young Senator have 3
ready and familiar ufe, at leaft, of the
Latin tongue (your Lordthip, I knew,
will add, and of the Greet: but in this
I am not-fo peremptory): That He be
competently inftruéted in the elements of
fcience, as well as what are called polite
Letters: That, efpecially, He be well

F4 grounded
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grounded in the- principles of moral&
publicand private; That he have pade
a thorough acquaintance with the hiftory
of -his own coupiry, and with its Con-
fitutiont, - Civil and Ecclefiaftical ; Thas
he have a genefal infight intp the hiftory
of-the world antient and modern : Above .
4l that he have a well-exercifed under-
ftanding; I mean. that he be tanght to
reafonp cleatly -and confequentially upon
any fobject: Angd, further, fo put all
thefe- ahilitics. to ufe, that he have 3
ready command of his owp language,
and the power of exprefling himfelf,
‘whether in writing or fpeaking, with eafe
and: perfpicpity, at leaft, if not with cle-
gance. -

- -QTHER ornamental qualities I omit for
the prefent, which will almoft come of
themfelyes, if his- education be rightly
condudted ; or may be acquired with lit-
tle pains, and in the way of diverfion
only. But thefe folid agcomplifhments |

b { ' ) . hold
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hold it zreceflary for our-youth of quality
to poflefs, by the time in which they
ufually pafs out of the hands of their
Tutors -and Governors, I- mcan the age
of twenty one. Lo .

AwMm I unreafonable in thefe demands?
" “or can any thing lefs-be difpenfed with
in 3 Gentleman who, by eftablithed - cu.
ﬂ,om, is.to enter, into. the world, at thofg
years,-and. to bear a part in the public
pufinefs and - legxﬂature of his country?

LORD SHAFTESBURY.
WitHouT doubt, thefe accomplifh-
ments are nomore than may be reafonably
required. in our young -Gentleman, -or
Senator, But how they are to be come
at in our vulgar way of Education, 1do
not eafily apprehend.

MR. LOCKE,

OF that, in due time. = At prefent yéu
accept this as a reafonable idéa or fketch
' of
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of a1 Enphifh Gentleman’s - caraller
-fuch as the counrfe of his education ouglit
to imprint upon him: And I fhall now
fhew-you'very ‘clearly that it is ‘not pof-
fible to be attained in the way ofﬂragt
Travel, ) '
- CoNSIDER, firft' of dll, the anavoids
able. 'wasTE oF Timre;" of that time
which is {o precions’ i évery view; ng¢
only a5 being the moftproper for maky
ing" the dcquifitions, I fpeak of ; bur ag
being the only period of his life, which
he will be at liberty tg employ in thas
mﬂn-cr’ ’ ' PO
" Eaxvy’ youth'is flexible and’ docile :
apt to take the impreffions of virtue, and
ready to admit the principles of know-
ledge. The faculties of the mind are
then vigorous and alert : the conception
quick, and the memory retentive. The
Bumble drudgery of acquiring the ele-
ments of literature and fcience is tq
young
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ydotig1vinds’ a8 “eafy 'and: 2 Rateering:
employment. .- A fubmiffive reverence
for their teachers difpofes them to pro-
ceed withooe' reludtance “in- afiy path
thatds prefcribed to them,; iadd 2 fpring-
ing eraylation;jaimed to a confeious fenfe
of gradual imfirovement, gives force and”
conftangy. to. their purfuits,  The ob-
Jeﬂ: of stheir application feem importants-
nots only from the novelty of thém)iand’
the.anthority :of thofe: who. have the-di--
re@ior of their ftudies, bat chiefly per-"
haps from a confufed fenfe of their va-
lue, much above what_ they would en-
tertain, ‘were they ‘able to form a:true
and diftin® 3udgmentof them. L
THis, t.hcn, is thc fcafon for laymg
thé foundatiéns.of kpowledgc and ability
of every kind; and if you let it flip, with-
out: applying .it carefully to thofe pur-
pofes, you will in vain lament the omiffion
;n riper years, Y when the cares or amufe-
ments
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ments of life afford lictle deifuke for- fuch
purfuits, and lefs mclmaﬂon. 1 :
. LA A
Tm-:xz.;ma.y hav.e been fome'fcw bx-.
amples of thofe, whofe ifapériot imduftry
in adyanced age hes awonéd for: the: desi:
fe@is of their education. -But in genezal-
thé Man. depends entirely on tite Béy ;
apd he is all his life long, (what: the ims|
preffions, he received-in his- early years;:
have made him[ f}.- If thereforeany:
confiderable part of ‘this precious feafon-
be wafled in foreign travel, I mean if is.
he a&ually not employed in the purfuits.
proper to it, this circumftance muft needs’
 be confidered. as:an- objeétion of greéat:
weight to that fort of Education. '

Your Lordthip may confider, nexs, the
DISSIPATION.OF MIND attending on this
itinerant education ; - while the fcene is

{f1ada p.d@os 75y ;rmrra ﬂ!{nﬁm Qe
Deds ynsnc. S7e  waidag & wadidih.
Burir. IKETIAEY,

conftantly
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conftantly changing; and new objedts
p'crpemzlly ringing tp before him, o
foﬂmr thé a auon of oug yomxg Tra-

iict" RO '

- Om-: bf the greateﬁ fecrets in educa-
tion is to fix the attention of youth: a
painful operation! which requires long
ufe ahd 4" fteady unrexmmng difcipline;
the very reverfe of that roving, defultory
hable, which’is infeparable from the fort
of lifé 'you” would ‘récommend.” The
Young ‘mind is niaturally impatient of con-
ﬁramt I, haRcs to be confined for any
tme'in the famc track ; ‘and Jsﬂymg our,
at every irn, fréi the proper fubje& of
its meditation. Inftead of countera&ing
thls “dative " infirmity, you ‘indulge and
flaccer it; ulf , By degrees, the mipd | lofcs
1 tond and v:gour, -and is utterly mcapa-

Bie of paxmg i &uc attcntmn 10 any
dg X

. )

"I INsisT
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: I mnsr the. matc ou 11118 fidear
4o, becaufe in aequiring the clements of
learning it is of great lmportancc thag
the learner proceced uniformly in the
cou:fg, on which he has, enteredey It
may ‘now and then be the prmlcgp of a
genius to feize the pmncnplcs of kmx—
ledge .at. once, and 10 grow iﬂ:, ) 3 3

may fay, by i intuition. . Byt g ; gpm
fort of mmds Q,E? “of anot}lex wi,k i JF
is by flow fteps only that they arrive-at
knowledge ; and, if you ftop or diver
their progrefs, their. labour is 3 thquj
away, or yxclds at, Jbefl'. a ihallow, fupcr-
ficial, aﬂd All-axdgcﬂ:cc'l Iamxng.

- I A

_ Bur wcrc no account to be had.of
the Jofs.of twge, or of ,fkl-f diffs [' pa[;{ tq{;
qf mmd whxch i fhll ' W grn;qupgs,
I thould,” nevcrthélci’s,{ bie&t to tﬁﬁ Uy
velled E&ucauon, on account 'of 3 the. Yery
objeéts to which our Traveller’s ArpLi-
cATION s diretted,
e 4 INSTEAD
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InsTEAD of thofe neceflary and fynda-
mental parts-of knowledge, which I re-
quire him to have laid.in, his arteation,
fo much of it as can be fpared for any
thing that looks like information, is
wafted on things cither fnvolous or un-

lmporupt.

, His _/irﬂ buﬁncfs is 10 malnc hunfclf
perfe& inthe. forms of brcedmg, whach
he finds in. ufe among ;thofe  he :lives
with, or pe;haps in ghcu- forms of dreS,
Only- PP I ST B
. "J*‘- Lo cuie '.E e
';IHI.S.: néxt eorcern,is 10 apquire a readi-
nefs in the languages of Europe; or, to
fhorten his labour as much as paoffible,
at ‘leaft in the Freach language. - The
pretence is, That he ;may fic himfelf for
converfation with .his foreign acquaint-
ance; which: takes up much time to lit-
Ale purpofe, as the ufe ceafes, in a good
degree, with his return home: and, That
he
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he may qualify himfelf for perufing thei#
beft books; which takes him off from
thc ftudy of thofe, which are ftill better;

in the learned languages, and I w:lf veris
ture to Pay, in hisown. -

1r any thing further emp]oy lns af=
tention, it is perhaps a little virtuofofhip.
He inquirés after fine pictures, fine
{tamcs, fine buildings, He vifits the
fhops' of artificers ; -gets admiffion to Ii
braries, cabinets of medals; and repofito-
ries of-euriofities ; and, for fome relaxa:
tion from thefe arduous toils, is frequent
at Churches, Theatres, and Courts of
Judicature, 3 Ttares at proccﬁi(mc, c&re-
monies, and other folemn fhews, . =~

Axb; now, when thefe- three poinés
have been duly.attended 'to; T leave your
Lordthip to guefs what leifure he is like-
ly to have for accomplithing himfelf in
zho{c other ﬁudxes, whmh you allow me
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te fuppofe "are of much grater ime
portance.

I one word, my Lord, if he uquirel
any knowledge, it is only, or chiefly, of
fuch things as he may very well do with+
out, on dt'beft, are of an inferior and
fubordinate confideration : While the
branches of learning, he muft negleét
for thefe, are of the moft conftant ufe
and neceflity to him in the commerce of
his whole life,

Tt theii yotr Lordihip can find 2
way to reconcile thefe different purfuits,
Imuft be of opinion that the boafted
way of Travel is the worft that can be
contrived for the proper inftruftion of
' Our young countrymen;

' LORD SHAFTRSBURY:

WitnouT doubt, if thefe lefs ime
portant points engrofs all their atcention.

But can there bcadnﬂiculty in carrying
VOL mo (-}
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6ff thé two defigns togethier ? efpecially;
if a good and attentive Tutor be at hand

to dire& his pupil’s purfuit and qmckcn
Bis aji'phdanon 4

MR. LOCKE, -

" Your-Lerdthip, like the friends 2nd
p&fedts of‘a young Traveler, is for -€x-
a&rﬁg iwdiiders at thd hands' of thig ime
potrast Perfomage; a Tutor; But: che
‘teutl' iy, fo many, dnd fo different things
cannot be well learned, even with thé
advantage of the beft parts, undcr thc
Vcl'y ’bcﬂ: dm:&ion. o

Btﬂnm, ybﬁr 'LoMﬁhp forgets that
Wﬁit ‘wé fow Thduire ihto; is, Whether
tRe Beilerality oFGer Erahyh yourk of qus
lity fhould be eduéifed i this form ; f66
whether two or thrce young men, of the
moft uncomimon gcmus and’ apphcauon,
by o po}ﬁbly fucééed init. T demand
off ‘Bricaicn, which may ordi:idnly pro-
M”&fcﬁﬂ iﬁ&abk mén: yodr Lérd-

fhip
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fhip is providing only for, what ¢comes of
ltfclf aProdlgy. .

5 Aun now. my 1 Lord with th:s preparas
tion, I thmk myfclf cnablcd w reply dif;
tinétly to the feveral arguments you al-
ledged for the expediency of foreign tras
vel It is,yery clear, that the moft folid

advanmges are loff by it. But pcrhape

i.q :hp {hewy and ornamental aecompbﬂx-
mcntgwlnch'l‘ravel promifes; “and which
your Lordhip fuppofes the wotld will
:ﬁ.adlly. mm mfon, actcpr mftead

Tut,n accomphhents are {ummed
up in thé 3RNEFITS of an tnlarged fos
giety: and Somverfation; iwhith; -again,
.pranch oyt into many heads; and, andér
different napges, fntnithed, I-<link,. the
fubftance; as well 43 goveried the mc-
. shod, of your vmgmnom -

R AR - ¥ IR v ¢
&Ly
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Tuis was the polite and - popul:r
theme, which you chofe to drefs out in
all the colours of -your eloquencb. To
make way for thefe, and to lay them'on
with more effe®, your Lordfhip was
pleafed to tell us a very mclancholy
ftory. England, it- {feems; is over-run
with barbarifm -and ignorancé;. its inha-
‘bitants' are rude. énd-unciviized; and
nothing can be learat among them,
which is ﬁt to appear m good company

httlmhad beea fudofoutfor&
fathers in Cxsax’s time, or even in good
King EpGar’s, when the land, they fay,
was over-run with wolves (by which, I
- fuppofe, the :monkith mythology meass .
_meny:as favage) I could hiave found bat
httle, ltmxybc,tooppofetoth&accuﬁ-
-tion;"r But: at . ¢lil time of -day, when
Arts and Letters -have at leaft -made
fome progrefs. among us; -whea Com-
-uerce has cxtended our acquaintance
with
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with the rudeft parts of the globe, and
Policy . ftrepgthened our connexions with
the motft civilized; when our country is
filled with large flourithing towns, and
even prides itfelf in a vaft, opulent, and
fplendid metropolis; I could not but
_think the charge was alittle aggravated,
or that your Lordthip had forgotten to
fpeak of England, as it now fubfifts, in
the clofe of the feventeenth century, It
feemed to ‘me as if the Englifl might
now, at leaft, deferve to be confidered as
Men; and that in our courts and camps,
if not in our colleges, we might ftand a
chance of finding what your Lordfhip
would not difdain to qualify with the
name of Gentlemen. '

BuT -the other reprefentation was

- more favorable to your Lordfhip’s caufe :

And out of that reprefentation arofe the

feveral BarsariTres, with which you
thqught fis to mortify and alarm us.

G3 , .. Tax
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T;u: ﬁrﬂ: fire of yqur zeal is fpept og
.that fmrm of an;vmcxs, W1th wlnch
Jour Engl _/é, or 3t Icaﬁ Provmcxa] youtl}
are commonly’ ovct-mm

i :Ll
l’u:;xm;qs;, my Lord, xs an qqmvo;al
xerm, and may as well mean right opi-
ions taken wpon traft, and deeply root:
: pd in the, mmq, as falfe and abfurd ogx-
mons, Io ﬂenved an,d grogm into it . ..
THE fmmr Qf thefc w;ll do no hurt
_on the contrary, perhaps, the very bcﬁ

Cpart_of Edycation is cmploye.d in the
culture of them.

. Bu admit, they ave of the, lagter fort; .
ftill they may be only thc exccﬂ'cs of
_right principles and notions. And. Jjn
that cafe, 1. hould donbr, whet}zgr t}m
evil be of confcqucncc pnpugh to defexve
your md'lgnatlon Perhaps, no man has
enough of certain virtues, that does not

. < T ay
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carry them fomething too far. The juft

degree, the precife mean, is a ice; point

20 hit. The. condition .of qur, common
- matare is'fuch, that we either: gyesthoot
- the mark, -or, fall fhort of it; and ypur
- Lordthip -eafily;apprehends which is the
. more convenlent as well as; mne,geaprqm
- part;:in this moral atchr.:y

.BESIDES, rcﬂcxlon and expcnence
,mll come jn, foon enough to moderate
thefe cxccﬂ'es .So. that, for my P?r’
shough our young Pamot{hg 3 ,hﬁP en
%o entertain the extravagant conceit, you
diverted yourfelf with, of the foil and
. «climate of 0ld England I hould take
that for no great ob_le&lon to hls hqme-
. bchdmg, and ﬁaould, oﬁibly, ‘N6t be
over-forward ;a Mabnfc hmr of ,{‘ h
honeft errers,, 7

Surery, my Lord, therc are certain
dfiitiations of 1deas which, however add-
* ly formed, yénr Lol'dﬁnp would be fome-
-thing lothro unde,” "~

G4 | T.o
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To take your own inftance: What if
the ideas of Liberty chanced to be clofe-
1y conneéted with thofe of Old England ;
fo as, by the magic of this union, to con-
- wert her rude heaths and barren moun-
 tains into-pleafureable landikips; Would.
you be forward, if you had it in yaur
_ power, to diffolve this charm, and, by fet-
_ ting thofe ohjeds in their true and pro-
- per 'light, difenchant the mind, at the
" fame time, from the idea, or’ warm love
iy leaﬁ of Englifb liberty?

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

You know. well, I perccive, how ta

. chufe your inftances. The forcg of this,
: :you fuppofe, will hardly be loft on him,

" ‘who profefles himfelf an adorer of that
Liberty. But, nader favour, I fee no
fuch inconvenience, -ag you fuggeft, in
. putting afunder two things whigh tuth
.- and nature had no hand in pringing to-
gether, LiErTy has. charms caopgh

- ' 9
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to attach -the mind, wherever the place
‘of her abode be; and 1 have never
hear’d that the lovelinefs of her form is
. impaired, or even difgraced, by the home-
- Jinefs of her habitation,

. MR, LOCKE.

. It may be fo; and the reafon, as in
the cafe of the more felfith affeGtions, is,
‘That the habitation of our idol, whate
: ever be our worthip, is rarely thought
-"homely,, But convince ns that apr
conntry is frarce worth contending for,
. and, as lovely as its Goddefs Liberty
may ‘appear to enamoured eyes, the ge-
- perality of her votaries will, I doubt, be
fomething flack in her defence.

BuT, after all, an illuftration muft not
be queftioned at this rate. It is enough,
~.that your Lordfhip fees 1 am not for
- difcarding Principles, under the oppro-

brious name of Prejudices. The tender
minds of youth are to.be treated with in-
dulgence,
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‘dulgence. - - If: thiey pwit-forth :tg0: faff,
-and too luxuridndy, let the otdinary me-
thods of culture be applied to them.. .4 .
tirde drefling and, . pruming, at fir feafams,

may do more good, ‘than Tran/plenting :
a fatal experiment, in many cafes; which,
in checking the immoderate vigour of its
* growth, kills the tree, or, at beft; brings

“on a languifhing and dwarfith :mbeuﬂny

{r, indéed, byePrejudnces you ‘mean -
“ofcivns - principles,’: proprly fo. mihd
“vhat- fs, vicious in themﬁ:lves; as wellm

in the degree :* Thefe; it: is certain, muft
bc rooted up, and-the- fooner, the bet-
*‘ter: - But then thcre is no need of croﬂing :
the feas for-the benefit-of -fuch an opes

ratlon

- For the proper -cure ‘of fuch pre-
Judxccs, as I take jt; is'to be made by
the” apphcanon ofi thofe truths that are
*- conmibn" to -4ll climes ;’hot by the par-
nat m‘anncrs or 6puuons which arife ut

of
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pf the;n in this or that more pohlhed
fociety.. -

, Bu:r yan Lordﬂnp, I obferved, as
Txgugh you. ] had taken-up this charge of
l’re judices . _purely to inttoduce the fa-
. tire on OIdEngland was content to drop
4t, as Ioon as it had fcrvcd your turn.

- You excha.ngcd it howcvcr, for another
pf more jmportance, THE LOW, SORDID,
AND IMMORAL HABITS ; which ftrike
}nto the lives-and manners of our youth,

and are; as you conceiye, epidemical and
mcmablc in this Ifland.

- I'r may be true, that too much of t-he
.-_compla.mt is well foundéd. The tafte:of
.- our provincial gentry may be fomething
. coarfc, and their houfes, noné .of the
beﬂ: fchools of civility and politenefs: So
that low and even immoral habits may
: be, and, i doubt, t0o -ofjen. are, the, fruit
.. of an ordinary domeftic education. - But
(.hcn what remedy does your Lordfhlp
prefcribe
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prefcribe for the rcmoval of them?
Why, you fend ‘them abroad with all
their imperfe&ions upon their heads; to
get rid of their had habits, as they can,
and to pick up better, as they will : Or,,
do you perhaps imagipe that the ill qup-
*Jities, thcy take out with them, will drop
" off, of themfelyes? and that the good
" ones, they ftand in need of, like new
leaves in the fpring, will immediately
* put forth and take: their places?

- LORD SHAFTESBURY.

I po but imagine, that bad habits are
only to be expelled by better ; “and that
~ therefore the readieft way for our coun»

-zrymcn to get quit 6f their ill manners,
" 5, to force them into good company.
And, with your leave, I fee nothing very
abfurd or unreafonable in this ima-

gination,
o . MR, LOCKE,

CERTAINLY nét;’in prefcribing good

habits as a cure for bad ones. But your
Lordfhip



FOREIGN TRAVEL. o3

X ordfhip had done well to thew what
there is in a foreign air that is fo propi-
tious to good habits, as that none but
fuch can thrive in it; or, if there be 2
mixture of good and bad, as with us, how
your traveller fhall be fecured againft an
ill choice. Otherwife, our young fpark
may pick up new habits indeed; but
they may only be different from what he

took from home, not better or more rea-
fonable.

" 1 pousT, my Lord, that, when fuch
rude and untutored boys find themfelves
temoved from that reftraint which the
eye of a parent, though but little ac-
cuftomed to civility himfelf, impofed
upon them, they will rather give way to
a freér indulgence of their own froward
humours, ‘than" be in any difpdfition to
check and reform them. What inclina-
tion will fuch perfons have to benefit by
good company ? or how indeed will thcy
gam admittance into it?

T ap-
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I ArPEAL to your awn obfcrvauong
whether, when this fort of 1ll-educated
peoplc get abroad and feul f0r a
in fome frr.quentcd c1ty, t.hcn? uai :‘:;
be not to keep at diftance from the bet-
ter company of the place, and to flock to-.
gether into little. knots and clubs of then'
own countrymen, or of fuch others as
are moft refembling in tafte:and manners,
to themfelves: where all their lovy ha-’
mours are freely indulged, and even in-
flamed, by the mutual fociety and coun-
tenance of ome anather. This, youg
Lordthip knows, is. moﬂ: frgquegtly the
cafe; while the obfequious tutor.is ag
length more likely to be fwayed by thg
importuity, and perverted by the ill ex-
ample, of his difciples, than they are te
be r:fh'amcd by his 3dvice and.authqnty-

. Bur, though forcxgn wravel ihould be,
. indeed a remedy for the xmfchlcfs, :om;
plamed of, I ftill gueftion whcth«;rurgt
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would be a prgper one. Suppofe our
young gendeman. to be of fo pliant a
mbke; as to lay afide his ruftic and illiy
beral: habits in complaifance 1o the bet-
ter company, he is obliged to live with ;
Does it immediately follow, that he will
adopt none but ‘whar are fit for him to
affurhe ? and, with fo raw and undicern-
ing a judgment as he carried out with
him, that he will have the fkill to feleét
omly and aflume fuch manners as are
meft becoming and ornamental ?

LORD SHAFTE SBURY.

" As i ode .needs be in any pain, on
that head! when the habits, I fpoke
if, are not only different from thofe he
auft afflume abroad, but the vcry reverie
of them.

MR. LOCKE.

Axas, your Lordthip is not to be told,
that the reverfe of wrong is not always
right. Even in the inftance your Lord-

lhxp puts; a young man may be polifhed
indced
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indeed out of his rufticity j yet, if he
have no better rule to go by, than the
fathion of the place, where he lives, he
may eafily wear himfelf into the contrary
defed, an effeminate and unmanly fops
pery. And, for the probability of fuch
-mifcarriage, your Lordfhip is again re« .
ferred to your own expencncc and obe
fcrvanon.

- As to what I take to be the proper
_remedy for thefe barbarities, that is ane
other queftion, which I may afterwards
find occafion to explain to you more at
large. For the prefent, I muft. take
leave to conclude, that, under the circume
ftances here fuppofed, Foreign Travel is
generally an infufficient, always an im-
proper, cure for them. .

Your Lordfhip mdced goes -further.

. You contend, that, if thefe fordid and
dirty habits could by any means be ex-
pclled ftill- our Englifb education is fo

' cflentially
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effentially bad, that no liberal or grace-
ful - manners could be derived from it.
And here your Lordthip’s rhetoric expa-
patates in full fecurity. You feem con-
fident that, though a method might be
found .out for making reafonable men,
et our homebreeding is abfolutely in-
capable of furnithing fine gentlemen.

- On this occafion it was, that the fer-
rite difcipline of our {chools, and the pe-
dant tutorage of our colleges, afforded
ample fcope to your refentment. From
an over-charged piture of both thefe’
our Lordfhip finds means to drefs up
luch a prodigy of ill manners, as muft
be the fcorn, or pity of all good com-
sany : which, to move our pity, or our
‘corn the more, your Lordthip, I remem-
ber, took care to contraft to the eafy, the
affured, the all-fufficient air of a finifhed
traveller.

Vor. IIL, I To
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To this triumphant part of youg hae
rangue, I have only to oppofc fomephn_
and fimple truths. o .

THE avkward bafhfulnefs.of a young
man is a fin which, I know; admits of no.
expiation, in good company. However,
what good company will not pardon, it
will foon remove. And, till thar blefled
time comes, let it fir/? be confidered. that
the modc{ty of i ingenuous youth, thongh a
terrible vice in itfelf, is yet favourable
to fome virtues. Iris full of deference
and refpett; it preferves innogence;
nourithes emulation ; and, till reafon be
of age to take the rein into her hands,
fufpends and controls all the paffions.
Nay, if it did nothing more than difpofe
a young man to obferve much. and talk
little; even this-advantage might be fome.
recompence for the ill figure it gives him.
in the eyes of your Lordfhip’s good
company.,

Have
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HAvE a care, my Lord, left, by taking
off this reftraint too foon, you emancipate
your favoured youth from every princi-
ple of Monour, and let him run headlong
into worthlefsnefs, diffolution, and ruin!

I xkNow what the world is ready to
think of this talk. But a truce with the
world, I am a philofopher, your Lord-
thip knows: nay, your Lordthip, too, is
a philofopher. Let us for once then
hazard an unfafhionable truth, that mo-
defty in a young man is his grace and
ornament; and that a confident young

booby, not a bafhful one, is the prodigy
that needs the expiation.

CoNsIDER, further,my Lord, that bath-
fulnefs is not fo much the effe& of an
ill education, as the proper gift and pro-
vifion of wife nature. Every ftage of
life has its own fet of manners, that is
fuited to it, and beft becomes it. Each

" Ha2 is
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is beautiful in its feafon ; and you might
as well quarrel with the child’s rattle,
and advance him dire&tly to the boy’s
top and fpan-farthing, as expe& from
diffident youth the manly confidence of
riper age.

LAMENTABLE in the mean time, I am

fenfible, is the condition of my good lady;

who, efpecially if fhe be a mighty well

bred one, is perfe&ly fhocked at the
boy’s aukwardnefs, and calls out on the.

taylor, the dancing-mafter, the player,
the travelled tutor, any body and every

body, to relieve her from the pain of fo

difgraceful an objeét.

SuE thould however be told, if a pro-
per feafon and words foft enough could
be found to convey the information, That
‘the odious thing, which difturbs her fo
- much, is one of nature’s fignatures im-

~ prefled on that age; that bafhfulnefs is.

but the paflage from one feafon of life

to,
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to another; and that, as the body is then
the leaft graceful, when the limbs are
making their laft efforts and haftening
to their juft proportion, fo the manners
are the leaft eafy and difengaged, when
the mind, confcious and impatient of its
imperfe&ions, is ftretching all its facul-
ties to their full growth,

Ir I had the honour of her Ladythip’s
ear, I might further add, for her com-
fort, that as to this over-whelming mo-
defty, which mufles merit, the boy, if
fhe have but patience, will prefently out-
grow it, as he does his cloaths ; that when
this cloak of fhame has done its work of
warming and invigorating his young vir-
tue, it may fafely be laid afide, or rather
will drop off of itfelf; and that, as poor
and fheepith a thing as mafter now is, he
may turn out, in the end, as forward a
fpark as the beft of them.

Hi LORD
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LORD SHAFTESBURY.

FyE, Mr. Locke; What, my philofo.
pher give into this gayety ! He, who re-
proached me juft now for the ‘way of
raillery and declamation !

MR. LOCKE,

Your Lordfhip does well to upbraid
me for treating in fo light 2 manner what
deferves, indeed, the moft indignant.re
proof. For, what is this endeavour tq
quench ingenuous fthame, but a blafphe-
mous attempt to countera&t the defigng
of providence, and obliterate, by main °
force, one of the moft natural, as well as
moft precious diftinctions of early youth?
. Modefty is the bluth of budding reafon
and virtue : And if art could fucceed in
the prepofterous proje& of forcing the
fruit, without the bud, not only this
prime grace of the year would be loft,
but the produ&ion itfelf, though it might
be wondered at as a rarity, could never
4 . . pretend
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pretend to the flavour and ripenefs of
that which is of nature’s own growth.

" In plain words, my Lord, modefty is
the ornament of youth, and the earneft,
or rather the proper caufe, of all that is
excéllent in riper age. It graces the
boy, and, in due time, forms the man:
Whetieas, in fupprefling this young vir-
tiie, you PrCClpltatc, indeed, a fort of man-

;- Which, yer, in effed, is only a per-
petual boyifm, or ‘rather a portentous
mixture of both ftates, without the vir-
fnes of either,

" I°am far from meaning by all this,
and your Lordfhip will be as far from
fufpe&ting me to mean, that an eafy un-
conftrained manner is not an amiable
and agreeable thing. 1 am only for
waiting the proper time of its appear-
‘ance; which nature makes a little later
than our impatient fancies are ready to

prefcribe to her. v :
. Hy CoNsIDER
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CoNsIDER too, this polite accomplifh-
ment, this fupreme finithing of a well-
formed chara&er, can only be acquired,
except in fome cxtraordmal;y inftanges,
by long. inceffant ufe and habit in cons
yerfation ; which, befides the unfitnefs of
the thing in other refpeéts, would difs
fipate the young mind too much, and
take it off from thofe other more im-
portant purfmts, which are proper tQ
that age.

Nay, I might further fay, and with
much truth, that politenefs, in your Lord-
fhip’s, at leaft the court-fenfe of the
word, is not to be attmned by the ableft
men ; and when it is atrainable, wopld
generally do hurt, I mean beyond a cer-
tain degree, to its poffeflors.

No very great man v(ras ever what
the world calls, perfeély polite. Men of
that ftamp cannot afford fuch attention

10
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to little things, as is neceffary to form
and complete that charadter.

AND even to men of a common make,
that exceflive fedulity about grace and
manner, which conftitutes the effence
of ‘good breeding, would be injurious;
as it tends to eramp their faculties, ef-
feminate the temper, and break that
force and vigour of mind which is re-
quifite in a man of bufinefs for the dif-
. charge of his duty, in this free country.

So that, for any thing I fee, this ex-
quifite eafe of gcod breeding fhould be
left to the ambition of ftill inferior
fpirits, of fuch indeed as are confcious to
‘themfelves of an incapacity for any
other. ' '

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

THE cenceflion is gracious; and the
danger, no doubt, alarming, left our fc,
nators and men of bufinefs fhould be

difabled
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difabled for their high fan&tions by aw -
excefs of good manners. Yet tis fome
confolation, that at prefent I fee no .
fymptoms of that enfeebling politenefs
among fuch of the ornaments of eithey
houfe, as I have the honour to be asa.-
quainted with,
MR. LOCKE,

Your Lordthip may divert yourfelf
as you think fit, with an old man’s fears.
But if this mode of travelling, which
has taken fo much with us fince the
peace[g], fhould continue for any time,
the day may come but too {éon, when
thefe fancies of mine will be realized:?
‘When politenefs fhall be fatal to ability
of every kind; and, at leaft in the highee
ranks of life, when our countrymen fhall
be too well bred to be good for any
thing.

Axp now having ventured fo far, fhall
I proceed one ftep further, and take to

[a] Of Ryfwick in 1697.
myfelf
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"myfe)f the privilege of an old man w0
exprefs my fepfe of this whole matter,a
Jittle unfathionably ¢ The mighty value,
that is fet upon manners, comes, as I have
already hinted, from a quarter, whofe
decifions, though of fovereign authority
with a perfon of your Lordfhip’s age
and gallantry, yet are not apt to be re-
geived with that implicit reverence by
gray heads. If you can forgive the li-
berty, I will then, at length, fpeak out
and fay, They are the ladies, only, or
chiefly, that have affixed fuch an idea of

_merit to this envied quality of good-
breeding; and that, as appearances are
thought to fway full enough with that .
delicate fex, they may perhaps have ad-
vanced the credit of it fomething higher,
than fuch an accomplifhment deferves.

Axp when I further confider the.
mighty influence which thefe fair dif-
penfers of reputation muft needs have on
eur gallant and courtly youth, I cannot

wonder
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wonder that the mode of foreign travel
is become fo fafhionable. Nay, I am
half inclined to fuppofe, that, in this de-
bate between us, I have rather your po-
litenefs to contend with, than your judg-
ment : And that, if your Lordfhip would
deal roundly with me, your anfwer on
this occafion would be the fame with His,
wha (as I have hear’d you tell the ftory)
being queftioned by his friends why a per-
fon of his acknowledged fenfe and brave-
1y would accept the challenge of a coxs
comb, thought it vindication enough of
himfelf to reply, « That, for the men,
“ he could fafely truft their judgment;
“but how fhould he appear, at night,
“ before the maids of honour (6177

WuetHer I prefume too much in
this fancy, is not material. It is enough
to fay, that what there is of ufe or beauty
in polite carriage will come of itfelf, with
a little experience of the world and good

(4] Advice to an Author, P. 1. S. ¥rre
company ;
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<ompany; and fhall not, with my confent,
be purchafed at the expence of far bet-
wer. things.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Nog, with mine: For, with all the
courtlinefs and gallantry you make me
mafter of, I never intended by the good
company, | mention with fo much refpe&,
cither thofe foolith men, or women, who
prefer the forward aflurance of their
boys to every other confideration. Ionly
think that a reafonable attention to the
manners of our noble youth is a matter
of much confequence ; as early impref-
fions of this fort are neceflary to fit them
for the commerce of the world, from
which alone they can hope to derive
their beft and moft folid inftruion :
And your gayety on the fair fex muft
not reftrain me from agreeing with them,
in this inftance, That I fee not how that
world can be read and ftudied, as it ought
to be, without travelling.

MR.
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MR. LOCKE: :

Yes ; now your Lordthip conies to as
important point indeed. From the po+
lith of mammers, the leaft confiderable,"
and the eafieft 1 be attained of all the
parts of good breeding, your Lordfhip,
as I now remember, rofe at once to a
fubje@ of real confequence, I mean,
THE ENOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD ; 2
fcience, as you well termed it; the moft
profound and ufeful. And if this Mas«
TER-SCIENCE were to be acquired by
means of early travel, our young gentle
man fhould have my confent to thut up
.his books; and fet forth on his adven+
“ures, direély.

BuT, good my Lord, confider with
yourfelf the difficulty of this ftudy; the
ripenefs of age and judgment neceflary
for entering upon it; much more, for
making a real progrefs in it

AND

\
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Axp why, as I before hinted, will
your Lordfhip be fo impatient to come
at the end, without the means? Why,
in fuch hafte to build up men, when
nature has allotted a feafon for their be-
ing boys?

“WrrsoyT douby, if our youth could
ftare up men, at once; armed at all points,
33 the fable has it, and thoroughly fur-
nifhed: for the bufinefs of -life, we fhould
gladly accept “this benefit, and might
then be content to overlpok or fupprefs
all the cares of education. But thisis
not the condition of humanity. Its Im-
provements of every kind are flow and
gradual. Time and attention form each;
and it is only through the right applica-
tion of preceding ftates that we arrive,
at length, at the maturity of human wif-
dom. Let the child and boy be allowed
to perfet themfelves in what belongs to
thofe conditions, and it will then be time

enough
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enough to. provide “for the manly cha-.
ratter.

RerLEct with yourfelf, my Lord.
‘When the young unfurnithed traveller is
carried out into the World, with rio pritis
ciples to poize his condu&, no miaxifiis £6
dire& his judgment, what can be €x-
pected from this untitnely cntcrpnze’
What, but fluGtuating morals, and for-
tuitous deliberations? He has not fo
much as the idea of what conftitutes
man. How then fhould he obtain any
real and ufeful knowledge of the hu-

man charaéer ?

‘Ir by a knowledge of the world, be
only meant a knowledge of the external
.modes and cuftoms of it, this, no.doubt,

were beft acquired by furveying them as
they prefent themfelves in the various
tribes and focieties of mankind. But
your Lordthip means more than this:
You underftand a knowledge of a higher
' kind ;
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kind ; foch as refpedis the creature man,
<onfidered in his effential parts, his rzafon
and his paffions. This is a different
kind of ftudy, my Lord, from that other.
Any one that has eyes, is qualified to ob-
ferve the fhapes and mafks of men; but
to penetrate their interior frarhe, to in»
fpe& their proper difpofitions and cha-
rafers, is the bufinefs of a well-informed
and well-difciplined underftanding.

Can your Lordfhip ferioufly expe&
that a young boy thould comprehend the
effe& which government, policy, inftitu:
tion, and other circumftances of life hive
on the pliant reafon of mankind? or,
that he thould have the fkill to difentan-
gle the various folds and intricacles; in
which their real charaers lie involved
through the infidious and difcordant
working of the paffions ! He fhould
furely know what truth and reafon is,
before he can derive any benefit to him~
felf from the difcourfe of men: And he

Vo, IIL I thould
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thould have carefully watched the move-
ments of his own heart, before he pre-
fume to analyze, as your Lordfhip ex-
prefled it, the chara&ers of others.

- You fee, then, the unfeafonablenefs

and inutility of foreign travel, as to the

cafe in hand, even on the fuppofitipn that

our traveller were admitted into what is

called, the beft company. But how fhall

this privilege be obtained? In what-
country can it be the thought that the
politenefs of cminent men will con-

defcend to a free and intimate commu-

nication with boys of whatever promifing

hopes, or illuftrious quality 7 Certain
flight and formal civilities, your Lordfhip

knows, are the utmoft that can be looked.
for; and are indeed the whole of what
our-ill-prepared traveller is capable.

Your Lordfhip did well to remind me
of fuch focieties as thofe in which yeu
and I have, at times, been engaged.

The
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‘The recolleftion is, of courfe; flatteridg
and agreeable. But let us prefume upon
burfelves, my Lord; the Limsozchs
and Lz CLERrcs are not fo obvious to
tvery body, as they were to us; or, if
they were, every body would not profit
fo well by them: And if private fcholars
be thus inacceflible, how fhall we think
to intrude on the bufinefs and occupa-
tions of expcnenccd magiftrates and mi-
hifters? And, putting both thefe out of
the queftion, Who remain for the tutor-
age and inftru&tion of thefe wravelled
boys, but fuch raw, unaccomphihed com-
panions, as they left at home, and may
find every where in abundance ?

STILL my objedtions go further, What
if, by uncommon fagacity and good lack,
fome acquaintarice be made with fuperior
perfons, and fome little infight at length
be gained into their real characters? Of
what mighty advantage will this be in
life, when their bufinefs lies amongft

Ia2  other .
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other men; and when the fame induftry
and dttention had brought them ac.
quainted with the charadters of thofe,
they moft a& and live with ? Foreigners
are neither an eafier {tudy, than our own
countrymen, nor a more ufeful one. The
very modes and forms of external breed-
ing catch the attention of unexperienced
youth; and are fo many obftacles to
their real progrefs in this fcience. And,
when all is done, the modifications of
the human charaéter, as exifting at home,
and exhibited in the lives and actions. of
their fellow-citizens, are, as I faid, the
proper objedts of their curiofity.

I~ fhort, the utmoft I can allow to this

difcipline of foreign travel, under the

idea of its furnithing a knowledge of the
aworld, is, That it may poflibly wear a
young man into fome ftudied and apith
refemblance of the models, he copies
from, in his dcport'ment and manners ;
or that the various fccnes, he has pafled

through,
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through, may furnifh matter, at his re.
turn, for much unprofitable babble in
converfation: But, that he fhould come
“back fraught with any folid information
concerning men and things, fuch as, in
your Lordfhip’s fublime phrafe, may fit
him to appear with luftre in the court
or fenate of his own country, is what I
can never promife myfelf from this
fathionable mode of education,

I aMm even difpofed to promife myfelf
the lefs from it, for an obfervation, 1.
have fometimes had the opportunity of
making,

"Ax old man has {o little about him to
provoke envy, that he may be allowed
to make the beft of his former fucceffes.
And though I pride myfelf in one, of a
very delicate nature, the boaft of it will
not be ill taken even there, where your
Lordthip, with all your pretenfions, would
be hear’d with no patience. In thort, I

I3 indulge
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indulge myfelf in the vanity of faying
that I have, in my time, been well with
the fair fex, and have even been coun-
tenanced fo far as to be admitted into a
degree of acquaintance and familiarity -
with fome ladies of the higheft quality
and diftindion. And of thefe, I have
conﬁ:mtly obferved, that, thongh bred
up at home, they had a manifeft ad-
vantage over their travclled brothcrs,
I was going to fay, in learnmg and
fcience, but ccrtamly in true pohtcncfs,
good fenfe, and even a knowlcdge of the
world.

LORD SHAFTE SBURY.

I uNDERSTAND this ciyility to the la-
dxes, as a decent atonement for your late
freedoms’ thh them. In this light, I
fhould be unwilling to cavil atit: And
yet I fee not, how your high encomiums
on the fuperior good fenfe and polite-
nefs of thefe home-bred ladies, can con:
fift with the paffion, you before cenfured

: in



FOREIGN TRAVEL. 1

in them, for foreign travel, as favour-
able, in their opinion, to the produ&ion
of fuch virtues.

MR. LOCKE.

My confiftency in this reprefentation,
I doubs, is lefs queftjonable, than my civi-
lity. For the ladies, on whom I beftow-
ed thofe high, but juft encomiums, were
chiefly fuch as I had known in my
younger days, before the paffion for
travel had got among them. Now in-
deed the cafe is altering apace, and the
cffe@ts are anfwerable, The virtues of
the Engli/b ladies, when they ftaid at
home, were more confpicuous than thofe
of our travelled gentlemen, Now that
they, too, begin to travel, their follies
are, alfo, more glaring : In either cafe, I
am willing to own, for the credit of my
civility, from the fame reafon, That both
good and ill qualities ftrike us moft, when
Jet in the precious metal of that fex.

14 HowEvER



120 ON THE USES OF

. Howevesr from the whole of my exv

perience I muft needs conclude, that this
finithing of a travelled education only
ferves, to corrupt good qualities, or in-
flame bad ones.

BuT the ladies are not in my province.
If they were, a knowledge of the world
is not the leading virtue I might with
to fee them poflefled of. In the men, |
confefs, this accomplifhment is of more .
importance; and I am therefore folli-
citous that no well-méaning youth, whom
it fo much concerns to gain a knowledge
of the*world, fhould be mifled in his
fearch of it,

SERrIOUSLY, my Lord the WORLD,
which I am forced to repeat fo often, is
a folemn word, and the ftudy of it has
an air of fomething plaufible and im-
pofing. But thofe, who know what the
-world is, will'think it beft that a young

man
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man begin with what is the firft and
laft concern of every man, the ftudy of
himfelf ; and, if, in duc time, he come to
underftand, and ftill more to value, as
they deferve, the charatters of the great
and good men of his own country, the
opprobrious name of bome-bred will not
hinder him from acquiring the beft fruit,
with which a knowledge of the world,
rightly underftood, can furnith him.

For, my Lord, I muft not on fo in-
viting an occafion, as this, conceal an odd
fancy of mine from your Lordthip.

“THE affair of knowing the world, aboit
which weak and fantaftic people make
fo much noife, and which one hears
them perpetually infiting upon, with
fo much fufficiency, is of all athers the
niceft and moft momentous ftep that
is made in education. And, though
volumes have been written to teach
us how we may belt become fcholars;

I orators,
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orators, courtiers, what not; yet not
one leaf do I ever remember to have
fecn, compofed by any capable man,
that inftru@s us in the proper way of
genting into this great fecret.

It is not a matter to be entered upon,
if I were vain enough to think myfelf
gapable of it, in this cafual converfation;
but thgs much I may prefume to fay,
That whoever defigns to let a young
man into a fafe and ufeful knowledge
of the world, muft do it in a way very
remote from that which has hithertg
been raken. :

A YoUuNG man, they tell us, muft
know the world; Therefore, fay they,
pufh him into it at once, that he may
acquire that knowledge, which his own
experience, and not another’s, muft pro-
cure for him. ‘

. Loxn



FOREIGN TRAVEL. xa3°

I, ox the other hand, take upon me to
fay, Therefore keep him out of that
world, as long as you can; and when
you commit him to it, let the ablet
friend or tutor lend him his beft ex-
perience to condu& him gradually, cau~
tioufly, imperceptibly into an acquainte
ance with it.

You afk the reafon of this myﬁcn-
ous proccdurc, yet methinks it fhould be
obvious enough. From fixteen to one
and twenty (a period, in which the cares
of an ordinary education ceafe, or are
much relaxed) is that precife feafon of .
life which requires all the™ attention of
the moft vigilant, and all the addrefs of
the wifeft, governor. The paffions are
then opening ; curiefity awake ; and the
young mind ready to take its ply from
the feducements of fa{hxon, and crcdxta-
ble cxamplc

_ Nor
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" Nor 1s this the worft. An education,
that deferves the name, has inculcated
maxims of honour and probity; has in-
fpired the nobleft fentiments of moral
' duty; has imprefled on the mind a vene-
wation for all the virtues, and an equal
horror for all the vices, of humanity,

FuLL of thefe fublime ideas, which
his parents, his tutors, his bopks, and
even his own: ingenuous heart has ren-
dered familiar to him, the fatal time is
at hand, when our well-inftru&ted youth
ts now to make his entrance into the
world: But, good God, what a world®
not that which he has fo long read, or
dreamt of; but a world, new, ftrange,
and inconfiftent with all his former no-
tions and expetations.

HE enters this fcene with awe; and
contemplates it with aftonithment., Vice,
ke fees aflured, profperops, and tri-

umphant ;
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umphant; Virtue, difconntenanced, un-
fuccefsful, and degraded. He joins the
firft croud, that prefents itfelf to him:
a loud laugh arifes; and the edge of
their ridiculg is turned oa fobriety, in-
duftry, honefty, generofity, or fome other
of thofe qualities, he has hitherto been
moft fond of.

HE quits this clamorous fet with dif-
dain; and is glad to unite himfelf with
another, better drefled, better mannered,
in all refpe@s more fpecious and at-
traltive. His fimplicity makes him for
fome time the dupe of this plaufible
fociety: But their occafional hints, their
megligent farcafms, their fallies of wit,
and polite raillery on all that he has
been accuftomed to hold facred, fhew
him at Jaft that he has only changed
his company, not mended it

Tu1s difcovery leads him to another,
He attends to the lives of thefe well-
bred
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bred people, and finds them of a picte
with their manners and converfation ;
thewy indeed and, om firft view, des
corous: but, in effet, deformed by every
impotent and felfith paflion; wafted in
floth and luxury; in ruinous play; cris
minal intrigues; or, at beft, unproﬁtable
amufentents. v
LORD SHAFTESBURY:

Tuis painting, miethinks, is a littlé
ftrong. Befides; you might furely have
provided better company for your young
infpedtor of the world, than that fhame:
lefs crew, or this corrupr one.

MR, LOCKE:
I TAKE up, as he muft do, with fuc’ﬂ
" company as the world is moft ‘apt to
throw in our way; and the colouring,
your Lordthip knows, is modeft enough
for the occafien.

But I attend bur boy-adventarer no

further in his progrefs into the world,
and
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and return now to afk you, what effect
your Lordfhip thinks thefe ftrange un-
expedted fcenes muft naturally have upon
him? Certainly one or other of thefe
two; Either that the foorn of virtue, he
every where obferves, will by degrees
abate his reverence of it, and at length
obliterate all the better impreflions of
his education; or, if thefe fhould ftill
keep their hold of his young ingenuous
breaft, that he will entertain the moft in-
dignant fentiments of mankind, and fuffer
himfelf to be carried by them into a four
and fullen mifanthropy, at leaft ; perhaps
into a fceptical and prophane impiety.

W I nave feldom known a young man
of fenfe and parts, educated in this way,
efcape from one or other of thefe mif-
chiefs.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Bur why then bring him up with
thofe high notions of mankind, of ‘which.
the world muft prefently difabufe him,

av
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at' the expence cither of his innocerce;

", or good nature?

MR. LOCKE.

Tuar queftion had been natural
enough from moft men. But your Lord:
thip knows very well that, in this moral
difcipline, as in every other, ideas of
excellence are to be imprinted gn thé-
young mind, and the moft confummaté
models propofed, for imitation: on this
certain principle, That, whoever would

“be moderately accomplifhed in any art,

and moft of all in this fupreme art of
life, muft take his aim high, and afpire
to abfolute perfe®tion. A paintér of -
ftatuary of the loweft form, your Lord«
fhip knows, is taught to work after a
MaponNa ¢f RAPHAEL, or a VENUS of
MEebicis, yet is not likely to meet with -
cither, among his acquaintance.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.
THE obfervation is furely juft; and I
could only mean that thofe high faneies
fhould -
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fhould be checked and moderated in due:
time, before our entrance into that world,

*which, it is forefeen, will fo little cor-
refpond to them.

MR. LOCKE.

~ AND what is that due time, your Lord-
fhip fets apart for this delicate operation ?

Is it, before the young boy commences
his travels? But that, according to your
Lordthip’s fcheme, is fo early, that the
regimen,~you would now abate, has not
taken its full effe®, and his weak un-
confirmed virtue would die under the
experiment,

Is it then, wheén his Travels are al.
ready begun? And is the fage tutar,
your Lordfhip anxioufly flies to, as to
fome God, on every occafion of diftrefs,
to charge himfelf with the folution of
this difficulty? Alas, now it is too late.
You have brought the boy into the
- Vor III, K © fcene.
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fcene. He will fee and judge for hime"
felf. The torrent bears him away: the
inftant impreflion is too ftrong to be
counteralted by the feeble and, nmow; .
difgufting admonitions of a tutor.

SEE then, if the proper way, to fecare
him from thefe inconveniences, be not,
-To keep him yet at a diftance from the
world ; and, when you let him into fome
knowledge of it, to do it feafomably,
gradually, and circomfpe@ly: To take -
the veil off from fome parts, and leave it
ftill upon others: To paint what he does
not fee, and to hint at mere than yoit
paint: To confine him, at firft, to the
beft company, and prepare him to make
allowances even for the beft: To pre-
ferve in his breaft the love of excellence,
and encourage in him the generous fenti»
ments, he has fo largely imbibed and fo
perfedy relithes; yet temper, if you can,
his zeal with candour ; infinuate to him
the prerogative of fuch a virtue, as hifs,
3 (]
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{6 early formed and fo happily cultivated;
and bend his reluttant fpirit to fome apt-
nefs of pity towards the ill-inftructed
and the vicious: By degrees to open to
him the real condition of that world, to
which he is approaching; yet fo as to
prefent to him, at the fame time, the
certain inevitable mifery of conforming
w it: Laft of all, to thew him fome ex-
amples of that vice, which he muft learn
to bear. in others, though deteft in him-
felf; to watch the effe& thefe examples
have upon him; and, as you find his dif-
pofitions incline, to fortify his abhor-
rence of vice, or excite his commiferation
of the vicious: In a word (for I am not
now dire&ling a tator, but fuggefting, in
very general terms, my ideas of his office)
to inform the minds of youth with fuch
gradual intelligence as may prepare
them to fee the world without furprize,
and live in it without danger,

K2 TH1s
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"' Tuis is that important chapter which -
I prefumed to fay no inftitutor of youth.
had yet compofed, or fo much as touched
upon, in a treatife of education. Yoa:
will learn from this brief fummary of its.
contents, what my notions are of the way-
in thofe precious years fhould be: em-:
ployed, which are ufually thrown away:
ypon foreign travel, '

In earneft, my Lord, there is a fatal
miftake in this matter. Pepple fpeak-of
a knowledge of the world, as what may
be acquired at any time, and, for its im-
portance, cannot be acquired too foon.
Alas, they forget, that a long and care-
ful preparation is neceflary before we .
are qualified fo much as to enter on this
tafk ;. and.that they, who are lateft in
fetting out, will arrive the fooneft, cer~
tainly the fafeft, at their journey’s end..

LORD
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LORD SHAFTESBURY,

But where fhall this mighty work of
preparation be carried on? And in what
-privileged fan&uary fhall our good young
man. be kept from the fight and conta-
gion of this wicked world, and yet be
gradually forming for the ufe and prac-
tice of. it?

MR. LOCKE,

Waere, does your Lordfhip afk?
‘Why, in his college; in a friend’s, or
-his father’s houfe; any where, in fhort,
rather than in a foreign country, where
every wholefome reftraint is taken off,
and the young mind left a Prey to cvery
ill impreflion.

LORD SHAFTESBURY,

Axp are there no inconveniences, on
the other hand, which a provident parent
may be fuppofed to forefee, and may be
willing to guard againft ?

K3 I us-
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MR, LOCKE,

I unpErsTAND your Lordthip, I
. know, thar, for want of better argu-
ments in fupport of this foreign breed-
ing, weak or unwarthy parents are ready
tg take up with fuch as thefe;.

Ty tell us, efpecially if of mank
and quality, that their children have fuf-
fered more than enpugh already in their
paflage through our public and vpigar
ichools; That, together with many ilki-
beral habits, they have contrafted many
low and illiberal friendthips, which are,
in all reafon, to be fhaken off ; That
thefe unworthy companions follow them
to the Univerfity, and are, if not the _
bane, yet the dithonour and incpmbrance
of their future lives; That an abfence of
fome years abroad loofens thefe hafty
and ill-timed connexions ; and leaves
them, on their rewrn, at full liberty to
contraét others, more fuitable to their

birth
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birth and quality, and more conducive
to their views of fortune, as well gs of
reputation in the world; That indesd
they might remove the young man im-
mediately from his fchool inta their owg
houfe; but that much of their time is
neceflarily fpent in the metropolis, the
licence of which is not 10 be guarded
againft by any care of their own, or of
-the beft governor; Thar his low illiberal
‘aoquaintance would haunt - him even
‘there ; at leaft, that the youth of his
own age and rank would naturally flock
about him, and under a thoufand pre-
tences of civility or amufement, engage
him in all the follies, and perhaps the
vices of this great wowa; Thar, on the
whole, his only refuge from thefe mif-
chiefs is in the way of foreign travel;
whence, at length, he may return ia riper
age and with better judgment t@ take his
ftatiop in the world,

Kg To
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.. To this popular talk (which your
"Lordthip, I fuppofe, glanced at, but would
-pot condefcend to enforce diredtly) it is
senough to reply, That part of the incon-
.veniences, here enumerated, are feigned
at pleafure, and “the reft ‘exaggerated;
That the autharity of a father, if he de-
Jerve that name, in concurrence with
boneft friends and an ordinary governar,
.will prevent them all, or-at: leaft palliate

.them; and that, to take matters at the -

‘warft, his fon will -be expofed to ftill
-greater inconveniences' any where elfe.
But in truth I cannot fee, if 3 college be
excepted againft, and the bufinefs be to
fee the world, as it is called, why London
fhauld not be efteemed as fit a fceng for
the purpofe, as any other great town in
Eurgpe. 1 think it contains -as much good
Lompany as any other, and I dpubt whe-
ther it be more licentious; or, if it he,
there are three reftraints upon it, which,
1 am fure, will not bg found abroad; I

' mean,
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mean, “ the parental authority;” “ do.
_ meftic government;” and “ a regard to
reputation, under the eye and notice of
his friends.”

So that in every view,whether on your
Lordthip’s plan of entering dire&ly on
the great ftudy of the world, or on mine,
of only preparing for it, our young man
cannot poflibly do better, at his years,
than ftay at home; where, if your Lord-
thip pleafe, we will then leave him; at
-Jeaft till we have tried the force of your
next, and, as I remember, LAST argu-
-ment in behalf of foreign travel, “ which
« arofe out of the mighty benefits, fup-
# pofed to attend the ftudy and cultiva-
4 tion of what are called the rINE
« arTs; in fhort, from the laftre and
« importance of the virtuofo charader.”

Your’ Lordthip, who has fo acknow-
ledged a tafte in thefe things, and of
courfe has fo exquifite a fenfe of their

. value,
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value, may be excufed for enlarging fo
particularly on this head. But o me,
who am of a plainer make and cooler
difpofition, they appear, if not frivolons,
yet of little importance, when compared
with thofe other things, which are the
.proper and more immediate objc@s of
education. | '

Fr would, I doubr, difguft your Lord-
fhip, thould I fpeak my mind freely of
them; or even infinuate, that [ take thefe
fludics, when entered mpon in early
youth, and propofed as matters of ferious
purfuit and application,. to have indeed
the moft pernicious tendency ; as break-
ing the nerves and force of the mind,
and infpiring I know not what of 2 tri-
fling and fuperfluous vanity. ‘

To render thefe purfuits ferviceable
in any degree, or even harmlefs, they
had better furely be poftponed to riper
years, when the confirmed judgment will

of
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of courfe take them but for what they
are, for nothing more than elegant and
polite amufements,

Nor to infift, that to excel in this
fpecies of tafte, as in all others, a previ-
ous foundation is required of reafon and
good fenfe: For I agree with your fa-
vourite poet; of every polite ftudy and
indulgence even of the imagination,

SAPERE, ¢ff ¢t principium et fons,

Tuese and flill ftronger objeftions
~ might be made to your pagtiality for the
Jine arts. ButIam contented to wave
them all; as indeed they would come
with an ill grace from one, who muft ac-
knowledge himfelf to have no particular
fkill or difcernment in them, and who
fhould not therefore prefume to enter
the lifts with fo confummate a mafter of
them, as your Lordthip. \

LORD
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LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Axp fo, under the cover of a civil
fpeech, you efcape from the moft fpeci-
ous, at leaft, of thofe arguments, which
are alledged in favour of an early tra-
velled education. . For, whether it be
true or no, that other accomplithments
imay be as well acquired at home, it is
pait a doubt that the polite and liberal
arts can only be learnt abroad. And of
their ufe and ornament to our noble
youth —

MR. LOCKE.

Your Lordthip, I know, can fay more,
and finer things, than you expe& I
fhould ferioufly difpute with you, on this
occafion.

I HAVE now, my Lord, (at leaft if my
old memory has not betrayed me) gone.
over the feveral heads and topics of your
defence ; and faid enough, I believe, on
each; to thew that foreign travel is not,

on
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oh whatever fide we view it, the moft-
proper method of a young gentleman’s:
education.

: THE benefits, you propofe by it, dre -
either of fmall account in themfelves,
at leaft of much lefs account than thofe
you muft facrifice to them; or, when
their importance is- real and confefled,
may be attained more conveniently in
fome other way, and at fome other
feafon.

 Fog, after all I have faid, your Lord«
fhip is not to conclude that I am whelly
bent againft the pradice of foreign
travel. 1 am as fenfible, as any man, of
jts important ufe, when undertaken at a
proper time and by fit perfons. For,
thoagh I efteem it idlenefs, and fomething
worfe, for a young boy to waft his prime’
and moft precious years in fauntering
round Europe, yet 1 know what ends of
wifdom
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wifdom and of virtue may be anfwered
by a capable man’s furvey of it. '

But then, my Lord, I reckon that 3+
pacity at no vulgar rate. He muft be
of worth and confideration enocugh to be-
received into the wifeft, nay the greateft
company. His natural infight into men
and things muft be quick and penetrat:
ing. His faculties muft all be at theit
height; his ftudies matured; and hi# -
reading and obfervation extenfive. With
thefe accomplithments, if a man of rank -
and fortune can find leifure to employ
a few years among the neighbouring
mations, I readily agree his voyage may
torn out to his own benefit, and to that
of his country.

In this way it may be true, as your
Lordthip infifted, that our ifland preju-
dices will be ufefully worn off; and much
real civility and politenefs be imported
among us.

LORD
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LOAD SHAFTESBURY.

I TrANK you for this conceflion. Af.
‘though I cannot yet be convinced of the
total impropriety of an carlier voyage, [
am pleafed to find you do not interdi®
the thing idelf. Many wife perfons
among us have even talked at that rare.
But you are more reafonable; and in-
deed that extravagance was not to be ap-
prehended from your true fenfe and
fuperior knowledge of humaa natute.

MR. LOCKE.

I Have that efteem of your Lordthip’s
kind opinion as to be very unwilling to
to forfeit any fhare of it. Yet what [
have now to advance will, I readily fore-
fee, expofe me to fome rifk, in that par-
sicular. '

For now your Lordfhip has expreffed

your regard for a fuperior knowledge of
human
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buman nature, it emboldens me to add
that fuch knowledge (which I havé
fmall right to claim to myfelf) is not to
bé acquired but by the latgeft ard moft
exterifive obfervdtion of the humand
fpecies: So that I may ‘be found at ldft
even a warmer advocate for the ufes of
foreign travel, than your Lordfhip.

I noLD then thit the knowledge of
human natiiré (tli¢ only knowledge, id
the largeft fenfe of the expréffion, des
ferving a wife man’s regard) can nevet
be well attained but by feeing it under
all its appearances; I méan not merely,
or chiefly, iti that fair and well-drefled
form it Weats amid the arts and embel-
lilhments of our wefterii world; but in
its naked fimplitity, and even deformi-
ties; nay, under all it$ difguifes and dif-
torfions, arifing from abfurd governments
and monftrous religions, in every diftant
region and quarter of the globe.

v T THE
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THE fubje& appears to me of that '
importance, that it almoft warms me, an
old philofopher as I am, into fome emu-
lation of your Lordfhip’s enthufiafm.

1 wourp fay then, # That, to ftudy
“ HUMAN NATURE to purpofe, a traveller
“ muft enlarge his circuit beyond the
“ bounds of Europe. He muft go, and
“ catch her undrefled, nay quite naked,
“in North-America, and at the Cape of
% Good Hope. He may then examine how
« fhe appears crampt, contrated, and
“ buttoned up clofe in the ftrait tunic of
“law and cuftom, as in China and Fa-
“pan: Or, fpread out, and enlarged
“ above her common fize; in the loofe
« and flowing robe of enthufiafm, among
« the Arabs and Saracens: Or, laftly, as
“ fhe flutters in the old rags of worn-out
« policy and civil government, and almoft
“ ready to run back naked to the de-

Vour. lIL L “ferts,
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“ ferts, as on the Mediterranean coaft of

“ Africa (1]

THEsE, my Lord, are the proper fcenes
for the philofopher, for the citizen of
the world, to expatiate in. The tour of
Europe is a paltry thing: a tame, uni-
form, unvaried profpe&®; which affords'
nothing but the fame polifhed manners
and artificial policies, fcarcely diverfified
enough to take, or merit our attention.

It is from a wider and more extenfive
view of mankind that a juft eftimate is
to be made of the powers of human na-'
ture. Hence we colle& what its gemuine
faculties are : what ideas and principles,.
or if any, are truly innate and eflential
to it: and what changes and modifica-
tions it is fufceptible of from law and
cuftom.

[#] It will be naturally fufpefted that this para.
graph is too good to come from Mr. Locke’s
prompter. : '

Ir
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Ir you think I impofe too great a tafk
on our inquifitive traveller, my next ad-
vice is, That he ftay at home; read Eu-
rope in the mirror of his own country,
which but too eagerly refleéts and flat-
ters every ftate that dances before its
furface; and, for the reft, take up with
the beft information he can get from the
books and narratives of the beft voyagers.

‘

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

TuAT is, you difcourage him from
looking abroad into the world of reafon
and civility, the moft natural ftate of

. mankind ; and require him te waite his
time and obfervation on flaves, madmen,
or favages; ftates, in which reafon and
civility have no place, and where huma-
nity itfelf, almoft, difappears. ’

ApMirasLE advice this to come from
a;philofopher! And ftill better, to fend

your difciple to take his information of
. : L2 this
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this unnatural difordered fcene from tﬁc
lying accounts of ignorant, ill-inftru&ted,
and gaping tale-tellers!

MR. LOCKE.

I was afraid, I fhould not be able to
fecure to myfelf the good opinion, which *
your Lordfhip was pleafed to exprefs of
my knowledge of human nature. This mor-
tifying experience puts an end to my ad-
venturous flights, at once ; and forces me
back again into the narrower walk,which

your Lordfhip feems willing to prefcribe
to me. .

Be it then, as you infift, That an Eng-'
Iifh gentleman’s care thould be to accom-
plith himfelf in the {chool of reafon and
civility; to fic himfelf, in fhort, for that
ftate which your Lordfhip dignifies with
the name of Naturel. Still 1 declare
againft bis European travels.

THE manners of each ftate are pecu-
liar to itfelf, and beft adaptedtoit. The
;ivility:
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civility, that prevails in fome places on
the continent, may be more ftudied and
exquifite than our’s, but not therefore
to be preferred before it. Thofe refine-
ments have had their birth from cor-
refpondent policies; to which they are
well fuited, and from which they receive
their whole value, In the more abfolute
monarchies of Eurgpe, all are courtiers,
In our freer monarchy all fhould be citi- . .
zens. Let then the arts of addrefs and
infinuation flourith in France. Without
them, what merit can pretend to fuccefs,
what talents open the way to favour and
diftin&ion ? But let a manlier charaler
prevail here. We have a prince to
ferve, not to flatter: We have a country
ta embrace, not a court tq adore: We
have, in a word, objedts to purfue, and
interefts to promote, from the care of
which our finer neighbours are happily
‘disburthened.

L3 LET
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LET our countrymen then be indulged
in the plainefs, nay, the roughnefs of
their manners: But let them attone for
this defe@ by their ufeful fenfe,. their -
fuperior knowledge, their public fpirit,
and, above all, by their unpolifhed in-
tegrity. :

WouLp your Lordfhip’s favourite
Athens have done wifely (or rather .did
it do fo) to exchange the fimplicity and
manly freedom of its antient charaer,
for the fopperies and proftrations of the
Afatic courts? Nay, would the fofter
.accomplifhments of Athens, in its beft
ftate, have done well in a citizen of
Sparta? '

Your Lordfhip fees what to conclude
from thefe hints. For my own part,
my Lord, I efteem politenefs, in the rea-
fonable fenfe of the word, as the orna-
ment, nay more, as the duty of humanity.

4 But,
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But, under colour of making this valua-
ble acquifition, let no culture of the hu-
man mind, no inftru&ion in letters and
bufinefs, no difcipline of the paflions, no
improvements of the head and heart, be
negle&ted.  Let the foundation of thefe
effential virtues be laid deep in the ufual
forms of our public, if you will, or (as
you know I had rather) in the way of a
more attentive and moral, becaufe pri-
vate, education. Let the commerce of
the world, in due time and under due re-
gulation, fucceed to this care; and your
Lordfhip will find your young gentleman
as fully accomplifhed in all refpeds as,
in reafon, you fhould with to fee him.
And for proof of it, if I were not re-
ftrained, by a common and perhaps falfe
delicacy, from bringing the names of our
friends and acquaintance into example
in ‘converfation, how many inftances of
this fort could I point to, in fuch men as
your Lordthip has known in your own
country and is moft difpofed to reve-

L4 rence ;
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rence; and fome of them, poﬂ'xbly,
your own family !

LORD $HAFTESBURY.

RaTHER tell me, how we may reafon-
ably expe& to fee fuch madels produced,
according ta the vulgar way of our
hame-breeding: That one or two fuch
may, perhaps, after ftri& fearch, be
found among ourfelves, I fhall not dif-
pute with you.

MR. LOCKE.

THE fearch would coft me no pain§.
But I prefs the matter no further. It is
enough that your Lordfhip knaws I have
.my eye on fome, the moft eftimable, nay
the moft accomplifhed chara&ters, that
have been formed among ourfelves: and
that even fo envied a thing, as a fine
gcntleman, has been fafhioned on this
fide the water. But the rarity of the
produéhon, you think, makes againft me, -
and fhews, there is no trufting to the

| ftubborn
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flubborn foil and unfriendly climate of
our country. You conclude, upon the
whole, for the expediency of foreign
travel, from the acknowledged defecs of
our anthorized feats of learning; which,
according to your Lordfhip’s idea and
reprefentation of them, are fo degene-
rate and depraved, thatnothing of worth
- and value can be reafonably expe&ed
from that quarter. -

ThHis, after all, is your main reafon
for advifing a foreign education. Your
fpite is to our Univerfities ; and, to
bribe, or rather provoke me into the
fame quarrel, your Lordfhip did not for-
get to remind me of the little obliga-
tion, which I myfelf, who was trained in
their difcipline, have had to them.

I courp affent, perhaps, to fome
part of this charge. It is certain, at
leaft, that the prejudices, the bigotry,
the falfe lcarning, and narrow principles,

“which
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laid on logical exercifes and fcholaftic
difputations, ’

*T1s true, fome few of our colleges
were erefted at a time, when fomething
more light and knowledge had broke in
amongft ys, I mean during the progrefs
of the Reformation. But the great ob-
je&, that filled all men’s minds, being
the difpute with the fee of Romeé, the
principal circumftance, that diftinguifhes
thefe later foundations from the other,
is, that their ftatutes provide more efpe-
cially for the management of that con~
troverfy. So that, even in thefe focie-
ties, the fcholaftic difputative genius ftilt
prevailed, to the exclufion of that more
liberal plan of ftudies, which is fitted
to all times, and would have fuited bet- .
ter to the general purpofe of thefe
cftablithed feats of education.

LORD
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LORD SHAFTESBURY.

THis account of the iftitution and
genius of our Englifp Univerfities may
be eafily credited, even from what we
now fee of them. But though fome
caufes may be affigned for the intro-
du&ion of thefe barbarous plans of edu-
cation, what reafon can be given why
they fhould be cherifhed in our days, er
that men of fenfe fhould fubmit to them?

MR. LOCKE.

THE reafon is not far to feek. Thefe
barbarous plans of education had, we
have feen, in former times both their
reafon, and their ufe, Bodies of men
retain the chara&er of their firft infti-
tution very long; and, all things con-
fidered, I am inclined to think it not.amifs
that they dofo. Univerfities and {fchools
of learning, in particular, fthould not be
in hafte to exchange eftablifhed princi-
ples and pradices, which the beft fenfe

of
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of former ages had introduced, for novel
and untried pretenfions. The reafon is
plain: their inftru&tions would = have
fmall weight, and their difcipline no

ftability, amid fuch eafy and perpetual .

changes. They are, indeed, the depofita-
ries of the public wifdom and virtue;
and their bufinefs is to inculcate both on
the rifing generation, upon the footing
on which they are received and under-
ftood in the feveral countries, where.
they are erefted. Even, if their local
ftatutes laid them under no reftraint, an
eafinefs in departing from eftablifhed
rules were a levity not to be commended ;
and would, in the end, be unfavorable
to truth itfelf, when at any time it thould
come, in its turn, to be entertained. as
mong them.

THE truth is, my Lord, we are ready
to confider thefe feminaries, as fchools of
philofophy, ftridtly fo called: whereas-
their proper chara&er is that of fchools

- of
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of learning and education. Under this
laft idea, much of that bigotry and prea
judice is to be looked for, and fhould be
excufed, which would rightly be obje&ed
to them under that other denomination,

Hexce then, I conceive, a juft apo-
logy may be made for the prefent con-
- dition of our Univerfities. If they have
not, in all refpes, corre&ed the vices of
their original inftitution, let the influence
and authority of fuch inftitution be
pleaded in their excufe: And if certain
inveterate errors in fpeculation (for I
know your Lordihip’s chief quarrel to
‘them) not immediately connefted with
- their inftitution, happen ftill to maintain
their credit in thofe places, let it be con-~
Lidered that the general fenfe of the
public fhould in all reafon be expetted
10 go before their profeflion and propa-
gation even of right principles. Believe
it, my Lord, as reafon and found philo-
fophy make a progrefs among us, thefe
bodies
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bodies will gradually, though reluctantly
indeed, reform themfelvés: And the
fervice they will then render to truth
will be the greater for the oppofition
they now make to it.

I HAVE ventured to fay, that this re-
formation will, in due time, come of its
felf. I think, it certainly will; as well
in regard to the general plan of their
ftudies, as their particular principles and
opinions. Yet, in refpeét of the former
at leaft, it might perhaps be fomething
quickened by external application, I
know the attempt is delicate and dif-
ficult; but it might poflibly fucceed, if
carried on under cover of fome ftill
greater reformation; which feizes the
mind with much force, turns it to a new
bias, and makes it propitious to every
thing that tends to the attainment of iws
principal objed,

Sucu
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Such occafions do not prefent them-
felves every day. One fuch we have
feen; but we miffed the feafon. What-
ever was fundamentally wrong in the
conftitution of the Univerfities, thould
have been fet right in that great eera,
when the church was reformed. The
undertaking had been of a piece with
the reft of that extraordinary work, and
the opportunity was inviting. But whe-

ther the minds of men were then ripe
" for this other reformation, or whether
there was indeed light enough in the
nation at that time fully and properly to
cffe& it, may not unreafonably, I kaow,
be made a queftion with your Lordfhip.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

IT is no quettion at all with me, whe-
ther any fervice of that kind was to be
expefted from thofe great dealers in
church-work. Perhaps another and /ater
#ra may be pointed out, when the fame

Vor IIl. - M office
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office might, and fhould have been un-
dertaken by our political craftfmen.

MR. LOCKE.

Your Lordfhip means at the Revolu-
tion ; and, as the generous principles of
liberty, on- which the revolution was
founded, had received but little coun-
tenance from the Univerfities, this con-
fideration, you will fay, afforded the beft
pretence for attempting their reforma-
tion. But wife men faw, that the credit,
which thofe learned bodies had drawn
to themfelves, and indeed defervedly, by
their late condu&, notwithftanding their
fpeculative fyftems and conclufions, was
at that time'too high to fuffer a rigorous
infpetion to be made into their ftatutes
and conftitution: They faw, in that con-
vulfion of the ftate, it would be impoffible
to carry on a defign of this nature with-
out endangering the new fettlement, or
expoﬁng it at leaft to many odious and
inconvenient xmputauons And they faw,
- befides,
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befides, that the fpirit of liberty, which
had prevailed fo far as to reform the
ftate itfelf, would infenfibly extend its
influence to all fubordinate focieties.

INn a word, the clofe and immediate
connexion, which the Univerfities have
with the -church, made it natural and
highly reafonable to expe& that both
thould have fhared the fame 'fate,’at the
Reformation: But the neceflity was not
fo urgent, or fo vifible at leaft, that the
Univerfities fhould be new-modelled, at
the Revolution. :

HowEvVER, my Lord, what the wifdom
of either age omitted, or was unable to
do, time, .and that defuetude which at-
tends upon it, will gradually bring about,
not to fay, has in fome meafure -accom-
plitbed. And, to take matters, as they
'now are, the ftudies and difcipline of the
Univerfities are not without their ufe,

M2 and
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and fhould not be too violently declaim-
¢g againft and degraded.

THE clements of literature are. rea-
fonably well taught in thofe places. At
Jeaft, the familiarity,-which men have
with the learned languages (the proper
foundation, as I dare fay your Lordfhip
holds, of all real learning and polite-
nefs) is very much owing te the leGures
of our colleges. And, though I am
fenfible what exceptions are to be made
in other refped®s, yet, on the whole,
religion, and good morals, receive aa
advantage from their inftitutions, and
the regularity of their difcipline.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Yes; their religion is intolerance;
and their morals, fervility. For, as to

any freedom of manly thought, or the
dignity of virtue—

MR,
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MR. LOCKE.

¥ou are ready to look for them any
where elfe than in our Englip Univer-
fities,

CoME on then, my Lord: Have the
goodnefs to point out to us thofe happier
feminaries, where thefe and all other
virtues are more fuccefsfully propagated.

Bur which way will your Lordfhip
dire® us to take, in this fearch? Shall
we turn to the north of this country for
thofe advantages, which we defpair of
finding in the fouth? Or, becaufe the
groflnefs of our ifland air may infed all
parts alike, fhall we fhape our courfe to.
the continent? And does your Lordthip
encourage us to look for fome Athens
amidt the Proteftant ftates of Ger-
many, in the Netherlands, or the Swifs
Cantons ?

M3 THESE,
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THESE, I take it, are the only fcenes
which your Lordthip can have in viéw;
for, as high as their reputation may be;
in this refpe&, you would hardly advife .
the breeding of our Englifh youth in the
colleges of the Jefuits.

O~E word then, if you pleafe, on
thefe Proteﬁant Umverﬁucs on the con-
tinent.

Your Lordthip and I have had fomc
experience of the ftate of literature and
education in thofe places. Eminent and
excellent men they furely have amongﬂ:
them. But {o, your Lordﬂup will cen-
fefs, have the Univerfities of England.
If we do not readily find thofe who, at
this day, may be oppofed to a LimBorcH
or a LE CLERC, yet it is not long fince
we had to boaft of a CHILLINGWORTH,
a CupworTH, and a WHicHcoT ; all;
men of manly thought, generous minds,
and incomparable lgarnmg

» Bur
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Bur the queftion is not, you know,
of particular men, which fuch great bo-
dies rarely want; but, of the general
frame and conftitution of learned focie- -
ties, fit for the purpofes of polite and
liberal education.

SuaLL we fay then, that the fcattered
tribes of ftudents in a Dutch or Swifs
town are likely to be better inftructed
or better governed, than. the young
{cholars in our colleges? Or, that the
good order, difcipline, and fobriety of
-thefe places, is to be compared with the
.anarchy and licence of thofe other?

Your Lordfhip, I know, takes a
pleafure to conceive of certain foreign
academies, as of that ANTIENT one,
where the ftudents vifited, without
conftraint, the fchools of philofophers,
and even bore a part in their free
conferences and difputations: You even

M 4‘  love
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love to paint the noble youth to your-
felf, as of old, fpatiating, at their leifure, -
in thady walks and porticos, and imbib-
ing the principles of fcience as they
drop upon them in the dews of Attic
eloquence and politenefs.

Avy this, my Lord, is very well: Yet,
fetting afide a certain colouring of ex-
preflion which takes and amufes- the
imagination, I fee but little to admire in
this picure ; certainly not enough to
make one regret the want of the ori
ginal, and ferioufly to prefer this eafy
manner of breeding, to that ftriker
form which prevails in our own Univer-
fities: where the day begins and ends .
with religious offices: where the dili-
gence of the youth is quickened and re- -
lieved, in turn, by ftated hours of ftudy
and recreation: where temperance and
fobriety are even convivial virtues, and
the two extremes of a feftive jollity and
unfocial gloom are happily tempered by

4 ' the
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.the decencies of a common table; where, in

a word, the difcipline.of Spartan Harrs
and the civility of Athenian BANQUETsS
are, or may be, united.

SureLy, my Lord, thefe wholefome
regulations, with many others that might
be mentioned, could we but ftrip them
of the opprobrious name of collegiate
and monaftic, are of another ufe and va-
lue in education, than the lax unreftrain- .
ed indulgence of foreign feminaries.

BuT, were there even no difference in
this refpe®, as there is furely a great
deal, are we to reckon for nothing the dif-
parity of civil and religious conftitutions ?

Your Lordthip, I dare fay, will not

~ fufpe@® me of a bigotted adherence to
any mere mode of civil or ecclefiaftical
regimen. But is it all one whether a
young boy, who is deftined to be a fub- .
je& to the crown, and a member of the
church
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church of England, be inured to the
equality of republican governments, and -
of calviniftical churches ? It may be well
for men of confirmed age and ability to
look into both ; but would you train up
you fon in a way that is likely to indif-
pofe: him, right or wrong, to the infti- '
tutions of his own country ?

BesIDES, are there fewer prejudices,
- think ye, in the men of other churches
and governments, than our own? Or,are
their profeflors and inftitutors of youth
more free from popular errors and blind
attachments, though of a different fort,
than the tutors and mafters of education
in our country ?

Nay, confider with yourfelf, my Lord ;
js there not as much tyranny in the ad-
miniftration of fome they call free fates;
and as much reftraint and perfecution
in the principles of fome they call free

chuyrchas,
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éhurches, as can fairly be charged ‘on the
monarchy or church of England?

So that what you could expe& to gain
by preferring thefe foreign fchools of
learning to your own, I cannot caﬁly
imagine. All that is worth acquiring
in either, you have, at leaft, an equal
chance to meet with, at home: And
What thould be avoided, 'may, nay muft,
“with more probability, be encountercd
abroad

But your Lordfhip, perhaps, would
confine your young traveller to no one
Teat of learning; and have it only in
view to convey him haftily, under the
wing of a tutor, through many a fa.mou§
academy, without fettling him ‘in any.
This, I muft confefs, is the way to keep
clear of prejudices; but, whether any
folid inftru&ion, or juft fcience either of
men or things, is to be gathered from

fo- .
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fo curfory an education, your Lordfhip
will do well to confider.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

You have done me the favour to
imagine many proje&s and defigns for
me, which I was too dull to entertain
in my own thoughts. But, if the educa-
tion of a young man of rank and quality
cannot be carried on without the af-
fiftance of academical inftru&ors, I would
much fooner truft him to the care of
fuch as the more free and liberal genius
of certain foreign Univerfities has form-
ed, than fubmit him to the tutorage of
thofe prieftly guides, to whom our nar-
row and flavith inftitutions have confign-
ed the province of education, in our own
country.

MR. LOCKE.

Your Lordthip now indeed fpeaks
out very plainly. Your objeéion, then,
is to CLERGY-TUTORSs ; and you think
it abfurd and even pernicious to commit

our
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our noble and liberal youth to the care
of churchmen. You would rather fee
them in lay-hands; in the hands of
philofophers, properly fo called; who,
mdifferent to every thing but pure truth
and reafon, are in no danger of imbib-
ing wrong principles themfelves, and are
therefore under no temptation of in-
ftilling any fuch into the minds of their
followers.

TuE thought is happy, my Lord ; and,
if a number of thefe philofophers could
any where be found, I might be induced
to fall into the proje& of employing
fuch only in the province of education.
But, the condition, in which truth and
reafon are now left, and feem likely to
continue, in this world of our’s, affords
little room for fuch flattering expe&a-
tions, An unprejudiced inftrufor, I
doubt, is a rarity not to be met with, I
do not fay in our Univerfities, but even
out of them: And, prejudices for preju-

dices,
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dices, fome perfons may be apt to think.
thofe of a churchman as tolerable as of
any other.

BuT, my Lord, having no particular‘
bias on my own mind in favour of that
order, and having fomething perhaps to
refent from feveral individuals of it, it
will not mifbecome me to hazard a word
or two, in its vindication.

* You will permit me then to fay, that
I fee no peculiar unfitnefs in the clergy
for the office, they are called to, in this
country, of fuperintending the bufinefs
of education. The" leifure they enjoy;
the various learning and general ftudies,
which that leifure enables them, and
their profeflion obliges them, to purfue;
and, laftly, the ftri&nefs of life and man-
ners, or, if you will, the very decorum,
which their chara&er impofes upon
them; Thefe circumftances feem gene-
rally to have marked them out; as the

' propereft
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_propereft perfons to form the manners
and cultivate the minds of youth, in all
countries. In. our own, that propriety
ftrikes one the more, fince their preju-
dices, of whatever kind, are but in com-
mon to them with other fpeculative and
ftudious men; and fince even their in-
tereft, rightly underftood, and as feen by
the beft and wifeft of themfelves, (what-
ever may have been warmly and paf-
fionately faid by fome perfons) is in no
degree feparate from that of the great
community, to which they belong.

Yes, your Lordfhip will fay, their
hopes and views of preferment—

YET, in this refpe&, they are but on

a level with other men of moft other
profeflions; nay, with all men out of
them, that afpire to rife, by'their merits
or the favour of their fuperiors, to any
diftin&ion in the world. And 'though
-we commonly fay, that the clergy thould
be
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be only animated by purer motives, yet
you cannot expe&, nay would not feri-
oufly with, that they fhould be altoge-
ther infenfible to fuch as thefe. -

It is true, in countries where the
clergy have a dependance on fome fo-
reign power, or where they have ufurped
an independent power to themfelves, or
where, laftly, the civil conftitution is fo
ill defined that the privileges of the fub-
je& lie at the mercy of the prince, in
cach of thefe cafes the ambition of the
clergy may be, and in fa& has been, pro-
duftive of many public mifchiefs. But
our Proteftant clergy, who are in no fo-
reign fubje&ion, claim no independency,
and fill their place in a fyftem all whofe
parts are, now at leaft, exadlly regulated
by known laws, cannot, by their private
ambition, difturb the general intereft,
and have no peculiar inducements to at~
tempt it. And though particulars may
fometimes, by their follies and indifcre-

tions,
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tions, difhonour themfelves, yet the effe®
cannot be confiderable, and certainly af-
fords no good reafon for taking the pro-
vince of education, for which on fo many
accounts they are well qualified, out of
their hands.

Your Lordfhip’s candour and equity
will then, upon the whole, permit an
obvious diftin&tion to be made between
the MEN and their ProFEssIoN. Too
many of the facred order,I confefs, and
am forry for it, feem now to have their
minds perverted by thofe principles, and
heated by thofe paffions, which. do little
credit to their fun&ion, or themfelves; and
are equally inconfiftent with the genius of
that religion they profefs to teach, as
they are unfriendly to that legal confti-
tution both of church and ftate, which
they have bound themfelves to fupport,
But their profeffion is little concerned in
all this; and in a fucceflion or two of
thefe men (if the prefent fet be, many

Vor. IIL N of
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of them, incorrigible) you may furely
reckon upon all thofe prejudices and
paflions being worked off, which now ad-
minifter the occafion of fo much diflike
10 it.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

WeLL, but clergy-manners ; will they,
too, be worked off, with thexr other in-
firmities ?

MR. LOCKE.

Peruars, they may; if not, forgive
them this one defeé; at leaft, if it be
their only one. But you do not mean,
that the manners of the clergy, as fuch,
are more offenfive than thofe of other
people. They are fuited to their pro-
feflion and way of life, from which they
naturally refult; and if the clergy have
not that glofs upon them, which fets off
the manners of finer men, they rarely
difguft you with the affetation of it
But, after all, if perfons of your Lord-
thip’s quality and breeding would con-

5 defcend
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efcend to countenance them a little,
they would, doubtlefs, brighten under
your eye; and might come in time to
refle fomewhat of that high polifh,
which gliftens fo much in the addrefs
and converfation of their betters.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

WHAT tranfmutations they may un-
dergo hereafter, and by what means, I
am not curious to inquire. On this head,
their candid apologift is at liberty to be
as much in jeft, or in earneft, as he
thinks fit. But from what appears at
prefent, I muft take leave, in my turn,
to think lefs reverendly, than He would
have me, of our facred inftruors; and
though I value fome particular perfons
of the order, as much as any man, yet,
till I fee a greater change in the princi-
ples, temper, and manners of that body,
than, I fear, is likely to come to pafs in
our days, I can have no very. favourable
fentiments of thofe’ rude, illiberal, and

N2 monkifh
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monkifh feminaries, where fuch worthies
prefide. -
MR.. LOCKE. -

LeT us have patience, my Lord. [
have not fcrupled to confefs to you, that
much is, at prefent, amifs in thofe femi-
naries, and wants to be fet right. But
fo, God knows, there is every where elfe. -
As our fadtions and parties both in reli-
gion and government die away, the
Univerfities will become more reafon~
able; and, as the general manners refine,
they too will, of courfe, take a better
air and polith. In a word, they may not
lead the public tafte or judgment, but, as.
I faid, they will be fure to follow it.

AxD the happy period is not, pexhaps,
far off. For, now I have taken upom
me to divine fo much of the future con-
_dition of our Univerfities, let me paint to-
you more particularly what I conceive.
of their growing improvements; and, in
a kind of prophetic ftrain, fuch as old

' . age,
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age, they fay, pretends to, and may be
indulged in, delineate to you a faint
profpe& of thofe brighter days, which I
fee rifing upon us.

“ Tue TiME Will come, my Lord, and
¢1 even affure myfelf it is at no great
« diftance, when the Univerfities of Eng-
« Jand fhall be as refpe&able, for the
# learning they teach, the principles -
« they inftil, and the morals they incul-
“ cate, as they are now contemptible, in
« yaur Lordfhip’s eye at leaft, on thefe
# feveral accounts.

«1 sgE the day, when a fcholaftic
= theology fhall give place to a rational
“ divinity, condu&ed on the principles of
“found criticifm and well-interpreted-
“ fcripture: When their fums and
« fyftems fhall fly before enlightened
= reafon and fober fpeculation: When a
« fanciful, precarious, and hypothetic

phllofophy, ihall defert their {cheals;

N3 « and
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« and be replaced by real fcience, fup-
« porting itfelf on the fure grounds of
« experiment and cautious obfervation:
“ When their phyfics fhall be fa&; their
“ metaphyfics, common fenfe; and their
¢ ethics, human nature.

« Do I flatter myfelf with fond imagi-
« nations, my Lord? Or is not the time
« at hand, when St. PauL fhall lefture
“ our divines, and not CALVIN; our
« Bacons and BoyiLEs, expel ArisTo-
« tLE; Mr. NEwTon, fill the chair of
“ Des CarTEs; and even your friend
« (if your Lordfhip can forgive the ar-
“rogance of placing himfelf by the
«fide of fuch men) take the lead of
“ BURGERSDICIUS?

« StiLr, my Lord, my prophetic eye

« penetrates further. Amidft thefe im-
“ provements in real fcience, the lan-
« guages fhall be learnt for ufe, and not
“ pedantry: Your Lordfhip’s admired
“ antients
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« antients fhall be refpe&ted, and not
« jdolized : The forms of claflic compo-
« {ition be emulated: And a fet of men
« arife even beneath the fhade of our
« academic cloyfters, that fhall polith the
"« tafte, as well as advance the know-
“ ledge, of their country.

“YeTt, I am but half way in the
« portraiture of my vifion. ‘The ap-
« pointed le&urers of our youth, whom
“ your Lordfhip loves to qualify with the
“ name of bearded boys, fhall adopt the
« manners of men; fhall inftru® with
« knowledge, and perfuade with reafon;
“ fhall ‘be the firft .to explode flavith
“ do&trines and narrow principles; fhall
« draw refpet to themfelves, rather from
« the authority of their chara&ers, than
« of their places; and, which is the firft
“ and laft part of a good education, fet
« the noble and ingenuous youth entruft-
“ ed to their care, the brighteft examples
« of diligence, fobriety, and yirtue.
N 4 . “ PERHAPS
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« PErHAPs in thofe days, a freer com-
* merce fhall be opened with the world:
“ The ftudents of our colleges be ambi-
“ tious of appearing in good company:
“ And a general civility prevail, where
“ your Lordthip fees nothing, at prefent,
« but barbarifm and rudenefs.. '

“ Nay, who knows but, in this different
« ftate of things, the arts themfelves may
« gain admiffion into thefe feminaries;
“ and even the exercifes be taught there,
“ which our noble youth are now fcnt to
“ acqmrc on the contment’

“ SucH I perfuade myfelf, if the pre-

“ fage of old experience may pafs for
. any thing, is the happier fcene which
« a little time fhall difclofe to your view,
“in our Englifh Univerfities. What i its
“ duration may be, I cannot difcover.
“ Much will depend on the general man-
“ners, and the public encouragement.
. « In
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«“In the mean time, if any cloud reft
% upon it, it will not, I affure myfelf,
« arife immediately from within, but
« from the little, or, which is worfe, the
« ill-direted favour, which the Great
« fhall vouchfafe to fhew to places, fo
¢« qualified and fo deferving their pro-
“ tection.

“YET, after all I have feen, or per-
“ haps dreamt, as your Lordthip may
“ rather obje&t to me, of the future
* flourifhing eftate of our Univerfities,
“and of their extreme fitnefs, in all re-
“ fpedts, to anfwer the ends of their in-
« ftitution, I cannot be miftaken in one
“ prediétion, “ That the mode of early
“ Travel will ftill continue; perhaps its
“ fury will encreafe; and our youth of
“ quality be ftill fent abroad for their
“ education, when every reafon fhall ceafe
“ which your Lordfhip has now alledged
“ in favour of that pradtice.”

LORD
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LORD SHAFTESBURY.

This laft predition may, perhaps, be
true; I mean if thofe others thould ever
be accomplithed. But as I have no
great faith in modern prophecy, and fee
at prefent no fymptoms of this coming -
age of gold, which your fancy has now
prefented to us, you muft excufe me if
thefe prophetic flrains, as you termed
them, have no great weight with me be-
fore their completion. Should that ever
happen, I fhall refpe& your forefight, at
leaft; and rejoice extremely at an event,
which, I thall then freely own, will leave
my countrymen no excufe for their folly.

Tuis, Sir, was the fubftance of what
pafled between us on the fubje& in
queftion. Our other friends interpofed,
indeed, at times; but rarely, and in few
words ; and I have rather chofen to mix
their occafional obfervations with our
own, than perplex and lengthen this re-

cital
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cital by a more pund&ilious exaénefs.
Befides, I could not think it civil to intro-
. duce my friends upon the fcene, only to
fhew them, as it were, for mutes; their
politenefs to us, who were principals in
the debate, being fuch 3s to reftrain
them from bearing any cenfiderable part
in it. Yet this way of relation would, no
doubt, have given fomething more of
life to the fketch, I here fend youj as
their prefence, you may believe, cer-
tainly did to the eriginal converfation.

IT is enough to fay, that nothing more
material, tham what I have now related
to you, pafled on the occafion. For by
this time the day was pretty well {pent,
and it was neceflary for us to withdraw
to our feveral engagements,

For myfelf, Ileave you to guefs the
effe& which our philofopher’s grave re-
~monftrance left upon me. One thing
you will think remarkable; thatthe part |

of
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of arraigning the prefent ftate of things
fhould fall to my fhare; while he, at an
age that is naturally querulous and dif~
fatisfied, was employed in defending it
Whether this be a proof of his wifdom,
or good fpirits, I pretend not to fay.
But it gave me a pleafure to hear the
old man indulging himfelf in the profpe@
of better days, which, as young as we are,
and as warmly as we with to fee them,
you and I had always defpaired of.

LE-
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. Guarda, che mal fato,
O giovenil vaghezza non ti meni
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Fan traveder, ¢ trandir ciafcuno.
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LETTER L

HE ages, we call barbarous, pre-

fent us with many a fubje& of
(:unous fpeculatxon What, for inftance,
is more temarkable than the Gothic
Curvarry? Or than the fpirit of Ro-
Mance, which took its rife from that
fingular inﬁitution?

Nornine in human nature, my dear
friend; is without its reaionts, The modes
and fafhions of different times may ape

Vo IIL (8] pear,
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pear, at firt fight, fantaftic and unac-
countable. But they, who look nearly
into them, difcover fome latent caufe of
their production.

¢ Nature once known, no prodigies remain,”

as fings our philofophical bard; but to
come at this knowledge, is the difficulty.
Sometimes a clofe attention to the work-
ings of the human mind is fufficient to
lead us to it: Sometimes more than that,
the diligent obfervation of what pafles
without us, is neceflary.

Tars laft I take to be the cafe here.
The prodigies, we are now contemplat-
ing, had their origin in the barbarous
ages, Why then, fays the faftidious
modern, look any further for the reafon?
Why not refolve them at once into the
ufual caprice and abfurdity of barba-
rians ? .

" Ta1s, you fee, is a fhort and commo-
dious philofophy. Yet barbarians have
4 _ their
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their own, fuch as it is, if they are not
enlightened by our reafon. Shall we
then condemn them unheard, or will it
. not be fair to let them have the telling
of their own ftory ?

Wourp we know, from what ¢aufes
the inftitution of Chivalry was derived?
"The time of its birth, the fitnation of the
barbarians, amongft whom it arofe, muft.
be confidered : Their wants, defigns, and
policies muft be explored: We muft in-
quire when, and. where, and how it came
to pafs that the weftern world became
familiarized to this pmdzgy, which we
now ftart at,

AxoTHER thing is full as remarkable,
and concerns us more nearly. The fpirit
of Chivalry, was a fire which foon fpent
itfelf: But that of Romance, which was
kindled at it, burnt long, and continued
its light and heat even to the politer
ages. _ '
: 02 Taxg
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Tue greateft geniufes of our own and
foreign countries, fuch as ArrosTo and
Tasso in [ltaly, and SPENsER and
MiLToN in England, were feduced by
thefe barbarities of their forefathers;
were even charmed by the Gothic Ro-
mances. Was this caprice and abfurdity
in them? Or, may there not be fome-
thing in the Gothic Romance peculiarly
fuited to the views of a genius, and to -
the ends of poetry? And may not the
philofophic moderns have gone too far,
in their perpetual ridicule and contcmpt
of it? )

To form a judgment in the cafe, the
rife, progrefs, and genius of Gothic Chi-
valry muft be explained.

‘THE circumftances in the Gothic fice
tions and manners, which are proper to
the ends of poetry (if any fuch there be)
muft be pointed out,
. REAsONS,
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REAsoNs, for the decline and rejection
of the Gothic tafte in later times muft
be given.

You have in thefe particulars both
the SusjecT, and the PLax of the fol-
~ lowing Letters.

LET TER IL

ILoox upon Chivalry, as on fome
mighty River, which the fablings of
the poets have made immortal. It may
- have fprung up amidft rude rocks, and
blind deferts. But the noife and rapidity
of its courfe, the extent of country it
adorns, and the towns and palaces it en-
nobles, may lead a traveller out of his
way and invite him to take a view of

: thofe dark caverns, ‘

_ unde fuperne
Pl\mmus -Eridani per fylvam volvitur amnis.

03 - I ENTER,
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I ENTER, without more words, on the
“fubjeét I began to open to you in my
laft Letter.

THE old inhabitants of thefe North-
Weft parts of Europe were extremely
given to the love and exercife of arms,
The feats of CHARLEMAGNE and our
ARTHUR, in particular, were fo famo
as in later times, when books of Chivalry
were compofcd to afford a pr1nc1pa1 fub-
Jc& to the writers of them [4].

Bur CHivaLry, praperly fo called,
and under the idea “ of a diftin& military
« order, conferred in the way of invefti-

“ ture, and accompamcd with the folem-

{4] See a difcourfe at the end of Love's Labour.
Laﬁ in Wars. Es. of SHAKESPEAR ; in which the
origin, fuljec?, and charafter of thefe books of Chi-
valry (or Romances, properly fo called) are explnned,
with an exaltnefs of leammg, and penetration, pe-
culiar to that writer —

In tenui labor, at tenuis non gloria —
“ nity
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<« nity of an oath and other ceremonies,
« as defcribed in the old hiftorians and
« romancers,” was of later date, and
feems to have fprung immediately out of
the FEupAL CoNSTITUTION.

THE FirsT and moft fenfible effe& of
this conftitution, which brought about fo
- mighty a change in the policies of Eu-
rope, was the ereétion of a prodigious
number of petty tyrannies. For, though
the great barons were clofely tied to the
fervice of their Prince by the conditions
of their tenure, yet the power which
was given them by it over their own
numerous vaflals was fo great, that, in
cffe®, they all fet up for themfelves;
affected an independency; and were, in
truth, a fort of abfolute Sovereigns, at
leaft with regard to one another. Hence,
their mutual aims and interefts often in-
terfering, the feudal ftate was, in.a good
degree, a ftate of war : the feudal chiefs

were in frequent enmity with each other:
Q4 the
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the feveral combinations of feudal tenantg=
were fo many feparate armies under— -
their head or chief: and their caftles ==

were fo many fortrefles, as well as pa:
Taces, of thefe puny princes.

In this ftate of things one fees, that
all imaginable encouragement was to be
given to the ufe of arms, under every
different form of attack and defence, ac-
cording as the fafety of thefe different
communities, or the ambition of their
leaders, might require. And this con-

dition of the times, I fuppofe, gave rife .

to that military inftitution, which we
know by | the name of CHIVALRY.

FurTHER, there being littdle or na
fecurity to be had amidft fo many reft-
lefs fpirits and the clathing views of a
neighbouring numerous and indepen-
dent nobility, the military difcipline of
their followers, even in the intervals of
Ppeace, Was not to be relaxed, and their

. ardour

—
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ardour fuffered to grow cool by a total
difufe of martial exercifes. And hence
the proper origin of JusTs and Tug-~
NAMENTS ; thofe images of war, which
were kept up in the caftles of the barons
and, by an ufeful policy, converted into
the amufement of the knights, when
their arms were employed on no ferious
occafion, :

I caLv this the proper origin of Jufts
and Turnaments; for the date of them
" is carried no higher, as far as I can find
even in France (where unqueftionably
they made their firft appearance) than
the year 1066; which was not till after
the introdu&ion of the feudal govern-
ment into that country. Soon after, in-
deed, we find them in England and in
Germany ; but not till the feudal policy
had fpread itfelf in thofe parts, and had
prepared the way for them.

1

You
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You fee, then, my notion 15, that Chi-
valry was no abfurd and freakifh infti-
tution, but the natural and even fober
effe&t of the feudal policy ; whofe tur-
- bulent genius breathed nothing but war,
and was fierce and military even in its
amufements,

I LEAVE you to revolve this idea in
your own mind. You will find, I be-
lieve, a reafonable foundation for it in
the hiftory of the feudal times, and in
the fpirit of the feudal government,

LETTER IL

IF the conjecture, I advanced, of the
rife of Chivalry, from the circum-
ftadces of the feudal government, be
thought reafonable, it will not be dif-
ficult to account for the feveral CHARAC-
TERRSTICS of this fingular profeflion.

I, «THE
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I. ¢ Tue paflion for arms; the fpirit
# of enterprize; the honour of knight-
# hood; the rewards of valour; the
¢ fplendour of equipages;” in fthort,
every thing that raifes our ideas of the
-prowefs, gallantry, and magnificence of
thefe fons of Mags, is naturally and
gafily explained on this fuppofition.

- AMprTION, intereft, glory, all com-
curred, under fuch circumftances, to

produce thefe effeéts, The feudal prin-
ciples could terminate in. nothing elfe.
And when, by the neceflary operation
of that policy, this turn was given to the
thoughts and “paffions of men, ufe and
fathion would do the reft; and carry
them to all the exceffes of military fa-
natici{fm, which are painted fo ftrongly,
but {carcely exaggerated in the old Ro-
mances.

IL « THEIR
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I “ THEIR romantic ideas of juftice;
« their paffion for adventures; their
“ eagernefs to run to the fuccour of the
“ diftrefled; and the pride they took in
« redrefling wrongs, and removing grie:
“ vances ;” all thefe diftinguifhing cha-
ralters of gennine Chivalry are ex-
plained on the fame principle. For, the
. feudal ftate being a ftate of war, or ra-
ther of almoft perpetuwal violence, ra-
pine, and plunder, it was unavoidable
that, in their conftant fkirmifhes, ftra-
tagems, and farprizes, numbers of the
tenants or followers of one Baron fhould
be feized upon and carried away by the
followers of another: and the intereft,
each had to prote® his own, would of
courfe introduce the point of honour in
attempting by all means to retaliate on
the enemy, and efpecially to refcue the
captive fufferers out of the hands of
their oppreflors.

I
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IT would be meritorious, in the high-

.eft degree, to fly to their affiftance, when
they knew where they were to be come
at; or to feeck them out with diligence,
when they did not. This laft feudal
fervice foon introduced, what may be
" truly called ramantic, the gring in queft
of adventures ; which at firft, no doubs,
was confined to thofe of their own party,
but afterwards, by the habit of a&ing on
this principle, would be extended much
further. So that, in procefs of time, we
find the Knights errant, as they were
now properly {tyled, wandering the world
over in fearch of occafions on which to
exercife their generous and difinterefted
valour, indifferently to friends-and ene-
mies in diftrefs;

Ecco quei, che le charte empion di fogni,
LancitorTo, TRISTANO, € gh altri erranti.

IIL. “ The courtefy, affability, and gal.
« Jantry, for which thefe adventurers
“ were
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« were fo famous, are but the natural efs
« fe@ts and confequenccs of their fita-
“ ation.”

For the caftles of the Barons were, -
as I faid, the courts of thefe little’ fove
reigns, as well as their fortreffes; and
the refort of their vaffals thither, m ho< -
nour of their chiefs, and for their own:
proper fecurity, would make that civility
and politenefs, which is feen in courts and -
infenfibly prevails there, a predominant
part in the charader of thefe affemblies.

THis is the poet’s own account of

« = - - court and royal citadel,
The great fchool-maiftrefle of all Courtefy.
B, IIT €. vi. St, 1.

And again, more largely in B.vI c.i.
5. I.

Of Court it feems men Courtefie doe call,
For that it there moft ufeth to abound ;
* And well befeemeth that in Princes hall
That Virtue fhould be plentifully found,
Which
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Which ofall goodly manners is the ground
And roote of civil converfation :

Right fo in _faery court it did refound,

Where courteous knights and ladies moft did
won

Of all on earth, and made a matchlefs paragon.

For Faery Court means the reign of
Chivalry; which, it feems, had under-
gone a fatal revolution before the age of
MirTon, who tells us that Courtefy

- - - is fooner found in lonely fheds.
With fmoaky rafters, than in tap’ftry halls
And courts of princes, where it firft was nam’d,
And yet is moft pretended. Mask.

FurTHER, The free commerce of the
ladies, in thofe knots and circles of the
great, would operate fo far on the {turdi-
eft knights as to give birth to the atten-
tions of gallantry. But this gallantry
would take a refined turn, not only from.
the neceflity there was of maintaining
the ftriét forms of decorum, amidft a pro-
mifcuous converfation under the eye of

the
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the Printe and in his own family; but
alfo from the inflamed fenfe they maft
needs have of the frequent outrages com-
mitted, by their neighbouring clans of ad-
- verfaries, on the honour of the Sex, when
by chance of war they had fallen into
their hands. Violations of chaftity be-
ing the moft atrocious crimes they had
to charge on their enemies, they would
pride themfelves in the glory of being its
prote&ors: And as this virtue was, of all
others, the faireft and ftrongeft claim of
the fex itfelf to fuch prote&ion, it is no
wonder that the notions of it were, in
time, carried to fo platonic an elevation,

THus, again, the great mafter of Chiv
valry himfelf, on this fubje&,

It hath been thro’ all ages ever feen,
That, with the praife of arms and chivalry,
The prize of beauty ftill hath joined been ;
" And that for reafon’s fpecial privity :

Fot
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For either doth on other much rely;
For HE mee feems moft fit the fair to ferve,
That can her beft defend from villany ;
* And SHE mott fit his fervice doth deferve,
That faireft is, and from her faith will never
fwerve. . .
SPENSER, B.IV. C. V.

Nort but the foundation of this refin-
ed gallantry was laid in the antient man-

ners of the German nations. CZEsAR tells
" us how far they carried their pradtice of .
chaftity, which he feems willing to ac-.
count for on political principles. How-
ever that be, their confideration of the
fex was prodigious, as we fee in the hif-
tory of their irruptions into the Empire;
where, among all their ravages and de~
vaftations of other farts, we find they ge-.
nerally abftained from offering any vio-
lence to the honour of the women,

IV. It only remains toaccount for that
« chara&ter of Religion,” which was fo
deeply imprinted ‘on the minds of al‘l
Vo, III, P knights
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knights and was effenitial to their inftien-
tion. We are even told, that £e Jove of
God and of the ladies went hand in hand,
in the duties and ritual of Chivalry, -

Two reafons may be afligned for this
ﬁngulanty,

Fn(s'r, the fuperﬂmon of the Times,
_ in which Chivalry arofe; which was fa
great thar o inftitution of a public na-
tute could have found credit in the world,
that was not confecrated by the church- -
men, and'clofely' interwoven with religion,

© 8EconpLy,the condition of the Chrifti-
an ftates ; which had been harraffed by
long wars, and hatl but juft recovered a _
breathing-time from the brutal ravages
of tlie Saracen armies. The remem-
brance of what they had lately fuffered
from ;_hcfe grand enemies of the faith,
thidé it natiral, and even neceffary, to
engage a frew mxhtary order on the fide

of rchgion.
Axp
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Axp bow warmly thls priaciple, a zza!
Jor the fasth, was afled upon by the pro-
feflors of Chivalry, and how deeply it ¢o-
tered into their ideas of the military cha-
taéter; we fee fram the term fo conffants
ly wfed by the old Romancers, of Rg-
cREANT [i. e. Apoftate] Knight; by
which they meant t0. exprafs,. with the
utmoft force, ‘their difdain of a daftard
or vanquithed knight. For many of this
order falling into the hands of the Sara-
gens, fuch of them as had not imbibed
the full fpirit of their profeflion, were
induced to renouncg their fajth, in order
to regain their liberty. Thefe men, 38
finning againft the great fundamental
laws of Chivalry, they branded with this
name ; a name of complicated reproach,
which implied a want of the two moft
effential qualities of a Knight, govxmp ‘
and FATTH.

4

Pz Axp
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" Hexce, too, the reafon appears why
the Spaniards, of all the Europeans, were
furtheft gone in every chara&eriftic
madnefs of true chivalry. To all the
other confiderations, here ‘mentioned,
their fanaticifm in every way was efpeci-
ally inftigated and kept - alive by the
memory and ncnghbourhood of their old
infidel mvadcrs.

AND thus we fcem to have a fair ac-
" count of that PROWESS, GENEROSITY,
GALANTRY, and RELIGION, which were
the peculiar and vaunted chara&eriftics
of the purer ages of chivalry. -

Sucu was the ftate of things in the
weftern World, when the crufades to the
Holy land were fet on foot. Whence we
fee how well prepared the minds of men
were for engaging in that. enterprize.
Every obje&, that had entered into the
views of the inftitutors of chivalry, and

1 had
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had been followed by its profeflors, was
now at hand to inflame the military and
religious ardor of the knights, to the ut-
‘moft. And here, in fa&, we find the
ftrongeft and boldeft features of their
genuine charadter: Daring to madnefs,
in enterprizes of hazard: burning with

- zeal for the delivery of the opprefed ; and,:
which was deemed the height of religious=,

merit, for the refcue of the holy city out

of the hands of infidels: And, laftly ex- - -

alting their honour of chaflity fo high
as to profefs celibacy ; as they conftantly
did, in the feveral orders of knighthood
created on that extravagant occafion.

LETTER IV,

W HAT think you, my good friend,
- of this learned dedu&ion ? Do not
you begin to favour my conjefure, as
whimfical as it might feem, of the rife
and genius of Knight-errantry?

P3 AND

L/
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AxD yet (fo flippery is the ground, on
which we fyftem-mdkers - ftand) from
what I-obferved of the fpirit, with which
the Crufades were cartied on, a hint
may be taken, which threatens to over-
turn my whole fyftem.

It is, ® That, whereas I derive ‘the
« Crufades from the fpirit of Chivalry,
¢ the circumftances attending the pro-
“grefs of the Crufades, and even as
“ pointed out by myfelf, feem to favour
“the oppofite opinion of Chivalry’s
« taking its rife from that enterprize.”

For thus the argument is drawn out
by a learhed perfon, to whom I commu-
nicated the fubftance of my laft Letter.

“ On the crumbling of the Weﬁcm
cmpxre into fmall ftates, with regular fub-
ordinations of vaffils and their chiefs
who looked up to a common fovereign,

i
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‘it was foon found that thofe chiefs had
it in their power to make themfelves
very formidable to their mafters; and,
juft in that crifis of European manners
and empire, the Saracens having ex-
pelled Chriftianity from the Eaft, the
weftern Princes feized the. opportunity,
and with great craft turned the ware
fike genius of their feudataries, which
would otherwife have preyed upon them-
felves, into the fpirit of Crufades againft
the common enemy.

Bur when, now, the ardour of the
‘Crufades was abated in fome fort, though
not extinguifhed, the Gothic princes and
their families had fettled into eftablithed
imonarchies. Then it was, that the reft-
lefs fpirit of their vaffals, having little
employment abroad, and being reftrained
in a good degree from exerting itfelf
with fuccefs in domeftic quarrels, broke
out in all the extravagances of xN1GHT-
ERRANTRY.

P4 MiL1TARY
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MiL1TARY fame, acquired in the holy
land, had entitled the adventurers to
the infignia of arms, the fource of Herald-
- ry; and infpired them with the love of
war and the paflion of enterprize. Their
late expeditions had given them a turn
for roving in queft of adventures; and
~ their religious zeal had infufed high
notions of piety, juftice, and chatftity.

THE fcene of altion being now more
confined, they turned themfelves, from
the world’s debate, to private and per-
fonal animofities. Chivalry was employ-
ed in refcuing humble and faithful vaf-
fals, from the oppreflion of petty lords;
their women, from favage luft; and the
hoary heads of hermits (a fpecies of
caftern monks, much reverenced in the
Holy land), from rapine and outrage.

In the mean time the courts of the
feudal fovereigns grew magnificent and
polite;
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polite;; and, as the military conftitution
ftill fubfifted, military merit was to be
upheld; but wanting its old objc&s it

- mnaturally foftened into the fi&titious
fmages and courtly exercifes of war, in
Jufts and tournaments : where the ho-
four of the ladies fupplied the place of
zeal for the holy Sepulchre; and thus
the ‘courtefy of elegant love, but of 2
wild and fanatic fpecies, as being engraft-
ed on fpiritual enthufiafm, came to mix
itfelf with the other chara&ers of the
Knights-errant.”

In this way, you {ee, all the chara&erif-
tics of Chivalry, which I had derived
from the effential properties of the feu-
dal government, are made to refult from -
the {pirit of Crufades, which was only
an accidental effe&t of it: And this de-
dudtion may be thought to agree beft
with the reprefentation of the old Ro-
mancers. A g

Tuis
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Tais hypothefis fo plaufible in itfelf,
is very ingenioufly fupported. Yet [
have fomething to obje& toit; or rathér, .
which flatters me more, I think I can
turn it to the advantage of my .own
fyftem.

For whatif I allow (as indeed I needs
muft) that Chivalry, fuch as we have it °
reprefented in books of Romance, fo
much pofterior to the date of that mili-
tary fnftitution, took its colour and cha-
ra&er from the impreflions made on the
minds of men by the fpirit of crufadmg into
the Holy land? ftill it may be true, that
Chivalry itfelf had, properly, another
and an earlier origin. And I muyft think
it certainly Aad, if for no other, yet, for
this reafon: That, unlefs the feeds of
thar {pirit, which appeared in the Cru-
fades, had been plentifully fown and in-
deed grown up into fome maturity in the
feudal times, preceding that event, I fee

not
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mbt how it could have been Ppoilible for
the weltern princes to give that politic
diverfion to their wrbuleatvaflals, which
the new hypothefis fuppofes.

In fhort, there are Two DISTINCT
pERIODS to be carefully obferved,in a
dedu&tion of the rife and progrefs of
Chivalry..

. THE FIrsT is that in which the empire
‘'was overturned, and the feudal govern-
-ments were every where introduced on its
ruins, by the northern nations. In this
%ra, that new policy fettled itfelf in the
weft, and operated fo powerfully as to-lay
the firft foundations, and to furnith the
-remote caufes, of what we know by the
name -of Chivalry.

Tue OoTHER period is, when thefe
caufes had taken a fuller effe&, and thew-
cd themfelves in that fignal enterprize of
the Crufades; which not only concur-

red
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red with the fpirit of Chivalry, already
pullulating in the minds of men, but
brought a prodigious encreafe, and gaye
a fingular force and vigour, to all its
operations. In this 2era, Chivalry took
deep root, and at the fame time fhot up to
its full height and fize. So that now
was in the ftate of VirgiL’s Tree —

~— Quz quantum vertice ad auras
Hthereas, tantum radice in Tartara tendit.
Ergo non hiemes illam, non flabra, neque im-
bres .
Convellunt : immota manet, multosque per
annos : .
Multa virim volvens durando fzcula vincit.

. Frowm this laft period, the Romancers,

whether in profe or verfe, derive all
their ideas of Chivalry. It was natural
for them to do fo; for they were beft ac-
quainted with that period: And, befides,
it fuited their defign beft; for the man-
ners, they were to paint, were then full
formed, and fo diftin&tly marked as fitted

them for the ufe of defcription.
Bur
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- Burt that- the former period, notwith-
ftanding, really gave birth to this inftis
tution may be gathered, not only from
the reafon of the thing, but from the
furer information of authentic hiftory.
For there are traces of chivalry, in its
moft peculiar’and chara&eriftic forms, to
be. found ‘in the age preceding the Cru-
fades; and even jufts and tournaments,
the. image” of ferious Knight-errantry,
were certainly of earlier date than that
event, as I had before occafion to ob-
ferve to you.

: TuoueH I think then, my notion of
the rife of Chivglry ftands unimpaired,
or rather is fomewhat illuftrated and
confirmed by what the excellent perfon
has oppofed to it, yet I could not hold it
fair to conceal fo fpecious and well-fup«
ported an obje&ion from you. You are
too generous to take advantage of the
-aring T put into your hands ; and are, be-
: fides,
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fides, fo far from any thoughts of com~
bating my fyftem itfelf, that your con-
cern, it feems, is enly. ©o know, where I
" bearncd the feveral particulars, on which
1 have formed it.

You awe willing, you fay, to advance
on fure grounds; and therefore calk
upon me t0 point out to you the am:
thorities, from which I pretend ta hava
collefted the feveral marks and charsge
teriftics of true chivalry. '

~ Your requeft is reafonable, and I a¢+
knowledge the omiffion in not acquaint-
ing you that my information was taken
from its proper fource, the o/d Romances,
. Not that I {hall make a merit with you
; in having perufed thefe barbarous voe
. lomes myfelf ; much lefs would I impofe
- the wagrateful tatk upon you. Thanks
to the curiofity of certain painfi} col-
ledtars, this knowledge may be obtained
at a cheaper rate. And I think it fuffi-
: cient
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cient to refer you to a learned and very
elaborate Memoir of a French writer, who
has put together all that is requifite to
be known on this fabje& Materials are
firft laid in, before the Archite& goes to
work; and if the ftru&ure, I am here
raifing out of them, be to your mind, you
will not think the worfe of it becaufe I
pretend not, myfelf, to have worked in
the quarry. In a word, and to drop
this magnificent allufion, if I account to.
you for the rife and genius of chivalry, .
it is all you are to expe&: For an idea
- of what chivalry was in itfelf, you may
have recourfe to tonr xx. of the Mesmoirs
of the Academy. of Inferiptions and Belles
Lettres. ' )
" Axnp with this explanation I return,
at length, to my proper bufinefs.

SurrosinG my idea of chivalry to be
fairly given, the conje@ure I advance on
the origin and nature of it, you incline to

. think,
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think, may deferve to be admitted. But
you may, perhaps, admit it the more rea~
dily, if you refle&t, « That there is a re-
= markable correfpondency between the
« manners of the old hercic tmes, as
« painted by their great romancer, Ho-
« MER, and thofe which are reprefented
“to us in books of modern knight-
= errantry.” A fa&, of which no good.
account, I believe, can be given but by
the affiftance of another, not lefs certain,
@ That the political ftate of Greece, in
= the earlier periods of its ftary, was fimi-
“lar in many refpeéts to that of Europe,
« as broken by the feudal fyftem igto an

© infinite number of petty independent
« governments.”

¥t is not thy defign to encroach on the
pravince of the learned. perfon [&], to
whom I owe ihis hint, and who hath un-
dertaken, at his lcifure, to enlarge upon
. But fome few circumftances of agree-
[6} See the Memoir, juft quoted.

: ment
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" ment between the Heroic and Gothic man-
ners, fuch as are moft obvious and occur
. to my memory, while I am writing, may
be worth putting down, by way of fpeci- -
men only of what may be expected from
a profefled inquiry into this curious fub-
je&.

Axp, FIRST, “the military enthufi-
“ afm of the Barons is but- of a piccc
“ with the fanaticifm of the Heroes.”
Hence the fame particularity of defcrip-
tion in the account of battles, wounds,
deaths, in the Greet poet, as in the Go-
-thic romancers: Hence that perpetual
fucceflion of combats and deeds of arms,
-even to fatiety, in the I/iad : And hence
that minute curiofity in the difplay of the
drefles, arms, accoutrements of the com-
batants, which we find fo ftrange, in that
poem. The minds of all men being occupi-
ed and in a manner poffeffed with warlike
- images and ideas, were much gratified by
the poet’s dwelling on the very flighteft
Vo, IIL Q “circum-
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circumftances of thefe things; which now,
for want of their prejudices, appear
cold and unaffeéting to modern readers.

BuT the correfpondency holds in more
particular confiderations. For,

2. “ WE hear much of Knights-errant
« encountering Giants, and quelling Sa-
“ vages, in books of chivalry.”

Tueske Giants were oppreflive feudal
Lords, and every Lord was to be met
with, like the Giant, in his {trong hold,
or caftle. Their dependants of a lower
form, who imitated the violence of their
fuperiors, and had not their caftles, but
their lurking-places, were the Savages
of Romance. The greater Lord was
called a Giant, for his power; the lefs,
a Savage, for his brutality.

Avr this is thadowed out in the Gothic
tales, and fometimes exprefled in plain
4 * words.
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words. The objedts of the knight’s ven-
geance go indeed by the various names
of Giants, Paynims, Saracens, and Sa-
vages. But of what family they all are, is
clearly feen from the poet’s defcription.

What Mifter wight, quoth he, and how far
hence :
Is he, that doth to travellers fuch harms ?
He is, faid he, 2 man of great defence,
Expert in battle, and in deeds_of arms ;
And more embolden’d by the wicked charms
With which his daughter doth him ftill fupport ;
Having great Lordfbips got and goodly farms
Thro firong oppreffion of bis pow'’r extort ;
By which he ftill them holds and keeps with
ftrong effort.

And daily he his wrong encreafeth more :
For never wight he lets to pafs that way
Over his bridge, albee he rich or poor,
But he him makes his paffage-penny pay.
Elfe he doth hold him back or beat away.
Thereto he hath a Groom of evil Guife
Whofefcalpis bare that bondagedoth bewray,
Qa which
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Which polls and pills the poor in'piteous wife,
But he himfelf upon the rich doth tyrannize.

SPENSER, B. V. C. il

Here we have the great oppreflive
Baron very graphically fet forth: And
~the Groom of evil guife is as plainly the
Baron’s vaflal. The romancers, we fee,
took no great liberty with thefe refpe&a-
ble perfonages, when they called the one
a Giant, and the other a Savage.

« ANoTHER terror of the Gothic ages
“« was, Monf?ers, Dragons, and Serpents”
Thefe ftories were received in thofe days
for feveral reafons: 1. From the vulgar
belief of enchantments: 2. From their
being reported on the faith of eaftern
tradition, by the adventurers into the
Holy land: 3.In ftill later times, from
the ftrange things told and believed, on
the difcovery of the new world.

THis
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Tais laft confideration we find em-
ployed by SPENSER to give an air of
probability to his Faery Tales, in the pre-
face to his fecond -book

Now in all thefe refpe&ts Greeé anti-
quity very much refembles the Gothic,
For what are HomEeR’s Leftrigons, and
Cyclops, but bands of lawlefs favages,
with, each of them, a Giant of enormous
fize at their head? And what are the
Grecian Baccuus and HercuLEis, but
Knights-errant, the exa& counter-parts
of Sir LauncELoT and AMADIS DE
GAULE? i

'Fon_ this interpretation we have the
“authority of our great poet.

Such firft was BAccHus, that with furious might
All th’ Eaft, before untam’d, did overcome,

And wrong reprefled and eftablifh’d right,
‘Which lawlefs men had formerly fordonne,

Q3 : Next
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Next HErcuLEs his like enfample thew’d,

Who all the Weft wich equal conqueft
wonne,

And monftrous tyrants with his club fubdu’d,
The club of juftice drad, with kingly pow's
endu’d. B. V. €.

Even Prutarcy’s life of THESEUS
reads, throughout, like a modern Ro-
mance : And Sir ARTHEGAL himfelf ig
hardly his fellow, for righting wrongs
and redrefling grievances. So that Ep-
RIPIDES might well make him fay of
himfelf, that he had chofen the profeffion
and calling of a Knight-errant: For thig
is the fenfe, and almoft the literal con-
ftruttion, of the following verfes:

"Efos 708" els"EMmvas ifenEopm
"Ad KOAAZTHZE TQN KAKQN xalesaru
‘Inérides, W 340,
‘Accordingly, TuEsEus is a favourite
-Hero (witnefs the Knight's. Tale in

CHAUCER) even with the Romance-
writers,

Nay,
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Nay, could the very caftle of a Gathic
giant be better defcribed than in the
words of HoMER,

High walls and battlements the courts inclofe,
And the ftrong gates defy a hoft of foes.
Od. B. xvi1, ver, 318,

Axp do not you remember that the
Grecian worthies were, in their day, as
famous for encountering Dragons and
quelling Monfters of all forts, as for fup-
prefling Giants ?

per hos cecidere jufti
Morte Centauri, cecidit tremendz
Flamma Chimaerae,

3. “ THE opprefions, which it was
the glory of the Knight to avenge, were
frequently carried on, as we are told, 4y
the charms and enchantments of women’

~ THESE charms, we may fuppofe, are
often metaphorical; as exprefling only

Q4  the
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the blandifhments of the fex, by which

they either feconded the defigns of their

Lords, or were enabled to carry on de-
figns for themfelves. Sometimes they

are taken to be real; the ignorance of
thofe ages acquiefci_ng in fuch conceits,

.AND are not thefe ftories matched by
thofe of Caly])_/b and Circe, the enchan-
trefles of the Gree# poet?

StILL there are conformities more di- -
reétly to our purpofe.

4. “RoBBERY and pyracy were ho-
nourable in both ; fo far were they from
reflecting any dxfcrednt on the antxent or
modern redreffers of wrong: o

WHAT account can -be given of this
o0dd circumftance, but that, in the feudak
times and in the early days of Greece,
when government was weak and unablc
to redrefs the frcqucnt injuries of petty

fovereigns,
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fovereigns, it would be glorious for pri-
vate adventurers to undertake this work4
and, if they could accomplifh it in no"
other way, to pay them in kind by down~
right plunder and rapme ?

ThHis, in eﬁ'e& is the account g:ven us,
of the fame difpofition of the old Ger-
mans, by CEsar. “ Latrocinia, fays he,
nullam habent infamiam, que extra fines
cujusque civitatis fiunt.” And the reafon
appears from what he had juft told us—
“in pace, nullus eft communis magiftratus;
fed principes regionum atque pagorum
inter fuos jus dicunt, controverfiasque
minuunt.” De bello Gall. 1.vi. § 21.

5. THEIR manners, in another refpe&,

werethe fame. “ Baftardy was in credit
with both.” They were extremely watch-
ful over the chaftity of their own wo-
men-; but fuch 4s they could feize upon

in the enemy’s’ quarter, were lawful
prize. Or, if at any time they tranf-
’ grefled
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grefled in this fort at home, the heroic
ages were complaifant enough to cover
the fault by an ingenious fition, The
offspring was reputed divine.

Nay, fo far did they carry their indul-
gence to this commerce, that their great-
eft heroes were the fruit of Goddefles
approached by mortals; juft as we hear
of the doughtieft knights being born of
fairies, "

6. Is it not ftrange, that, together with
the greateft fiercenefs and favagenefs of
chara@er, “ The utmoft generofity, hof:
pitality, and courtefy thould be imputed
to the heroic ages?” ACHILLES was at
once the moft relentlefs, vindiive, im-
placable, and the friendlieft of men.

‘WE have the very fame reprefentation
in the Gathic Romances, where it is al-
moft true what BuTLER fays humoroufly
of thefe benign heroes, that

They
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They did in fight but cut work out
T’ employ their courtefies about.

How are thefe contradi&ions, in the
charaéters of the antient and modern men
of arms, to be reconciled but by obferving,
tha, as in thofe lawlefs times dangers and
diftrefles of all forts abounded, there
would be the fame demand for compaffion,
gentlenefs, and generous attachments to
the unfortunate, thofe efpecially of their
own clan, as of refentment, rage, and
animofity againft their enemies?

7. Aca1in: Confider the martial Games,
which antient Greece delighted to cele-
brate on great and folemn occafions: And
fee if they had not the fame origin, and
the fame purpofe, as the Tournaments of
the Gothic warriors.

8. LasTLy, “ the paffion for adven-
tures, fo natural in their fituation, would
be as naturally attended with the love of
praife and glory.” .

Hence
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HEence the fame encouragement, in
the old Greet and Gothic times, to pane-
gyrifts. and poets; the Barps being as
welcome to the tables of the feudal lords,
as the AOIAOF of old, to thofe of the
Grecian heroes,

AND, as the fame caufes ever produce
the fame effe@s, we find that, even fo
late as EL1zABETHS rcign, the favage
Irifb (who were much in the ftate of the
antient Greeks, living under the anarchy,
rather than government, of their num-
berlefs puny chiefs) had their rhymers
in principal eftimation. It was for the.
reafon juft given, for the honour of their
panegyrics on their fierce adventures,
and fuccefles. And thus it was in
Greece.

For chief to Poets fuch refpe& belongs

By rival nations courted for their Songs ;

Thefe, ftates invite, and mighty kings admira

Wide as the Sun difplays his vital fire, .
Od. B. xvIL.'

LET-
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LETTER V.

T HE purpofe of the cafual hints,

fuggefted in my laft letter, was
only to fhew that the.refemblance be-
.tween the heroic and Gothic ages, is
great: So great, that the obfervation of
it did not efcape the old. Romancers
themfelves, with whom, as an ingenious
critic obferves, the fiege of THEBES and
TRroJAN war were favourite flories ; the
characlers and incidents of which they
- avere mixing perpetually with their Ro-
mances [c]. And to this perfuafion and
praftice of the Romance-writers. CER-
vANTES plainly alludes, when he makes
"Don Quixote fay—If the flories of
Chivalry be lies, fo muft it alfo be, that
- there ever was a HEcTOR, or an AcHIL-
. LES, or @ TRoJAN WAR [d] — a{ly ftroke

[c] Mr. WarTon’s Obfervations on Srenseg,
vol. i. p. 175.
{4] Don QuixorTe, b. iv. ¢, 22, r
O
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of fatire, by which this mortal foe of
Chivalry would, I fuppofe, infinuate that
the Grecian Romances were juft as ex-
travagant and as little credible, as the
Gothic. Or, whatever his purpofe might
be, the refemblance between them, you
fee, is confefled, and hath now been
fhewn in fo many inftances that there
will hardly be any doubt of it. And
thongh you fay true, that ignorance and
barbarity itfelf might account for fome
circumftances of this refemblance, yet
the parallel would hardly. have held fo
long, and run fo clofely, if the civi/ con-
dition of both had not been much the
fame,

So that when we fee a fort of chivalry
fpringing up among the Greeks, who
were confefledly in a ftate refembling
that of the feudal barons, and attended
by the like fymptoms and effeds, is it
not fair to conclude that the chivalry of
the Gothic times was owing to that com-

mon
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mon correfponding _/Iate; and received its
chara&er from it?2

Axp this circumftance, by the way,
accounts for the conftant mixture, which
the modern critic efteems fo monftrous,
of pagan fable with the faery tales of Ro-
mance. The pafion for antient learn-
ing, juft then revived, might feduce the
claflic poets, fuch as SPENsER and Tasso,
for inftance, into this pradtice; but the
fimilar turn and genius of antient man-
~ ners and of the fi%tions founded upon
them, would make it appear eafy and
natural in all.

I am aware, as you obje&t to me, that,
in the affair of religion and gallantry,
the refemblance between the hero and
knight is not fo ftriking.

But the religious chara&er of the
knight was an accident of the times, and
no proper effe& of his ¢ivi/ condition.

ANxD
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Axp that his devotion for the fex
fhould fo far furpafs that of the hero, is
a freth confirmation of my fyftem. -

For, though much, no doubt, might be
-owing to the different humour and ge-
nius of the eaft and weft, antecedent te
any cuftom and forms of government,
and independent of them, yet the confi-
deration had of the females in the feudal
conftitution will, of itfelf, account. for .
this difference. It made them cdpable
of fucceeding to fiefs as well as the men.
And does not one fee, on the inftant, what
refpe¢t and dependence this privilege
would draw upon them ?

It was of ‘mighty confequence who
thould obtain the grace of a rich heirefs.
And though, in the ftri¢t feudal times,
fhe was fuppofed to be in the power
and difpofal of her fuperior Lord, yet
this rigid ftate of things did not laft long;
- and,
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and, while it did laft, could not abate
much of the homage that would be paid
to the fair feudatary.

THus, when intereft had begun the
habit, the language of love and flattery
would foon do the reft. And to what
that language tended you may fee by the
conftant ftrain of the Romances them-
felves. Some diftreffed damfel was the
fpring and mover of every knight’s ad-
venture. She was to be refcued by his
arms, or won by the fame and admiration
of his prowefs,

THE plain meaning of all which was
this : That, as in thofe turbulent feudal
times a proteGtor was neceffary to the
weaknefs of the fex, fo the courteous
and valorous knight was to approve him-
{elf fully qualified for that office. And
we find, he had other motives to fet him

.on work than the mere chamms and

Vour IIL R graces,
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graces, though ever fo bewiching, of the
perfon addrefled.

Hexck then, as I fuppofe, the cuftom
was introduced : And, when introduced,
you will hardly wonder it fhould ope-
rate much longer and further than the
reafon may feem to require, on which it
was founded.

IF you ftill infift that I carry this mat.
ter too far, and that, in fa&, the intro-
du&ion of the female fucceflion into fiefs
was too late to juftify me in accounting.
for the rife of feudal gallantry from that
circumftance, you will only teach me to
frame my anfwer, in a more - accurate
manner.

FirsT then, I fhall confefs that the
way to avoid all confufion on this fubjeé
would be to diftinguith carefully be-
tween the ftate of things in the earky
feudal times, and that in the /ater, when

the
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the genius of the feudal law was much
changed and corrupted ; and that, who-
ever would go the bottom of this affair,
fhould keep a econftant eye on this rea-
fonable diftin&ion,

But then, fecondly, 1 may obferve,
that this diftin&ion is the lefs neceflary
to be attended to in the prefent cafe, be-
taufe the law of female fucceflion, when-
‘ever it was introduced, had certainly taken
place long before the Romancers wrote, -
from whom we derive all our ideas of the
feudal gallantry. So that if you take their
word for the gallantry of thofe times,
you may very confiftently, if -you pleafe,
accept my account of it. For it is but
fuppofing that the feudal gallantry, fuch
as they paint it, was the offspring of
that privilege, fuch as they faw the la-
dies then poflefs, of feudal fucceflion.
And the connexion between thefe two
things is fo clofe and fo natural, that we

R2 _cannot
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cannot be much miftaken in dedacing
the one from the other.

In conclufion of this topic I muft juft
obferve to you, that the two poems of
Homer exprefs in the livelieft manner,
and were intended to expofe, the capital
mifchiefs and inconveniences arifing from
the political ftate of old Greere: The
{liad, the diflenfions that naturally fpring
up amongft a number of independent
chiefs; and the Odyfey, the infolence of
their greater fubjefls, more efpecially
when unreftrained by the prefence of
their fovereign.

THESE Were the fubje@s of his pen
And can any thing more exa&ly refem-
ble the condition of the feudal times,
when, on occafion of any great enter-
prize, as that of the Crufades, the de-
figns of the confederate Chriftian ftates
were perpetually fruftrated, or inter-
_ rupted at leaft, by the diffenfions of their
leaders ; and their affairs at home as per<

petually
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petually diftrefled and difordered by
domeftic licence, and the rebellious
ufurpations of their greater vaffals?

IT is true, as to the charge of domefdic
ficence, fo exattly does the parallel run
between old Greece and old England, 1
find one exception to it, in each country.
And that one, a Romance-critic would
fhew himfelf very uncourteous, if he did
not take a pleafure to celebrate. Guy,
the renowned earl of Warwick, old fto-
ries fay, returned from the holy wars to
his lady in the difguife of a pilgrim or
beggar, as ULysses did to PENELOPE.
What the fufpicions were of the Knight
and the Hero, the contrivance itfelf but
too plainly declares. But their fears
were groundlefs, in both cafes. Only
the Knight feems to have had the ad-
vantage of the prince of ITHAcA : for,
inftead of rioting fuitors to drive out of
his caftle, he had only to contemplate
hlS good lady in the peaceful and pious

R3 office
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office of diftributing daily alms o x11x
poor men.

No conclufion, however, is to be drawn
from a fingle inftance; and, in general,
it is faid, the adventurers into the Holy
land could no more depend on the fidelity
of their {poufes, than of their vaffals. Sq
that, in all refpeds, Ferufalem was ta
the European, what Troy had been to the
Grecian heroes. And, though the Odyf-
fey found no rival among the Gothic
poems, you will think it natural enough,
from thefe correfponding circumftances,
that Tasso’s immortal work fhould be
planned upon the model of the J/iad,

LETTER VL

LET it be no furprize to you that,
in the clofe of my laft Letter, I pre-
fumed to bring the Gierufalemme liberata
into competition with the Iliad. =~
So

.o
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So far as the heroic apd Gothic man-
ners are the fame, the piures of each,
if well taken, muft be equally entertain-
ing. But I go further, and maintain that
the circumftances, in which they differ,
are clearly to the advantage of the Go-
thic defigners. '

You fee, my purpofe is to lead you
from this forgotten chivalry to a more
amufing fubje&, I mean the Poetry we
ftill read, and which was founded upon it.

MucH has been faid, and with great
truth, of the felicity of HoMER’s age,
for poetical manners. But as HomEer
was a citizen of the world, when he had
{een in Greece, on the one hand, the
manners he has defcribed, could he, on
the other hand, have feen in the weft
the manners of the feudal ages, I make
no doubt but he would certainly have
preferred the latter. And the grounds

R4 of
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of this preference would, I fuppofe, have
been « The improved gallantry of the
@ times ; and the fuperior jblemmty of
% their fuperflitions.”

IF any great poet, like HoMER, had
lived amongft, and fung of, the Gothic
knights (for after all SPENsEr and
Tasso came too late, and it was im-
poffible for them to paint traly and per-
fetly what was no longer feen or be-
lieved) this preference, I perfuadc my-
felf, had been very fenfible. But their
fortune was not fo happy. '

---- omnes illacrymabiles
Urgentur, ignotique longi .
Nocte, carent quia vate facro.

As it is, we may take a guefs of what
the fubjc& was capable of affording to
real gemus from the rude fketches we
have of it, in the old Romancers. And
it is but looking into any of them to be
convinced that the GaLLAaNTRY, which

infpirited
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infpirited the feudal times, was of a na-
ture to furnith the poet with finer fcenes
and fubje@s of defeription in every view,
than the fimple -and uncontrolled bar-
barity of the Grecian.

THE principal entertainment - arifing
~ from the delineation of thefe confifts in
the exercife of ‘the boifterous paflions,
which are provoked and kept alive from
one end of the .lliad to the other, by
every imaginable fcene of rage, revenge,
and flaughter. In the other, together
with thefe, the gentler and more hu-
mane affeftions are awakened in us by
the moft interefting difplays of love and
friendthip; of love, elevated to its no-
bleft heights; and of friendthip, operat-
ing on the pureft motives. The mere
variety of thefe paintings is a relief to
the reader, as well as writer. But their
beauty, novelty, and pathos give them a
vaft advantage, on the comparifon,

So
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So that, on the whole, though the
fpirit, paffions, rapine, and violence of
the two fets of manners were equal, yet
there was an elegance, a variety, a dig-
nity in the feudal, which the other
wanted.

As to RELIGIOUS MACHINERY, pers
haps the popular fyftem of each was
equally remote from reafon, yet the lat-
ter had fomething in it more amufing, as
well as more awakening to the ima-
gination,

Tue current popular tales of Elves
and Fairies were even fitter to take the
credulous mind, and charm it into a will-
ing admiration of ‘the fpecious miracles,
which wayward fancy delights in, than
thofe of the old traditionary rabble of
pagan divinities. And then, for the more
folemn fancies of witchcraft and incanta-

tion,
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tion, the Gothic are above meafure ftrik-
ing and terrible,

You will tell me, perhaps, that thefe
fancies, as terrible as they were, are
but of a piece with thofe of pagan fu-
perftition, and that nothing can exceed
what the claflic writers have related or
feigned of its magic and necromantic
horrors.

To fpare you the trouble of mufter-
ing up againft me all that your exten-
five knowledge of antiquity would fur-
nifh, let me confefs to you that many
of the antient poets have occafionally
adorned this theme. If, among twenty
others, I fele&t only the names of Ovip,
SENECA, and Lucan, it is, becaufe thefe
writers, bjr the chara&er of their genius,
were beft qualified for the tafk,and have,
befides, exerted their whole ftrength
ppon it. Lucax, efpecially, has drawn
out all the pomp of his eloquence in

celebrating
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celebrating thofe THESsALIAN CHARMS,

fi&i quas nulla licentia monftrj
Tranfierat, quarum, quicquid non credi-
tur, ars eft. '

Yer stiiL I pretend to thew you
that all his prodigies fall fhort of the
Gothic: and you will come the lefs re-
fu@tantly into my fentiments, if you re-
fle&, « TuaT the thick and troubled
ftream of fuperftition, which flowed fo
plentifully in the claflic ages, has been
conftantly deepening and darkening by
the confluence of thofe fupplies, which
ignoranc¢ and corrupted religion have
poured in upon it.”

- FirsT, you will call to mind that all
the gloomy vifions of deemons and fpirits,
which fprung out of the Alexandrian or
Platonic philofophy, weré, in the later
ages of paganifm, engrafted on the old
ftock of claffic fuperftition. Thefe por-
téntous dreams, new hatched to the wo-

4 ' Jul

Y
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Jul time,as SHAKESPEAR fpeaks, enabled
Arurkius to out-do Lucan himfelf,
in fome of his magic fcenes and exhi-
bitions.

NExT, you will obferve that a frefh
and exhauftlefs fwarm of the direft fu~
perftitions took their birth in the frozea
regions of the porth, and were naturally
enough conceived in the imaginations of
2 people, jnvolved in tenfold darknefs;
I mean in the thickeft fhades of ignor-
ance, as well as in the gloom of their
comfortlefs woods and forefts. I caH
thefe the diref? fuperflitions; for though
the fouth and eaft may have produced
fome that fhew more wild and fantaftic,
yet thofe of the north have ever been
of a more fombrous and horrid afped,
agreeably to the fingular circumftances

" and fituation of that favage and benight-
ed people.

THESE
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Tuesk difmal fancies, which the bar-
barians carried out with them in their
migrations into the north-weft, took the
readier and the fafter hold of men’s
minds from the kindred darknefs, into
which the weftern world was then fallen,
and from the defolation (fo apt to en-
gender all fearful conceits and- appre-
henfions) which every where attended
the incurfions of thofe ravagers.

LasTLy, before the Romancers ap-
plied themfelves to drefs up thefe dread-
ful ftories, Chriftian fuperftition had
grown to its height, and had transferred
on the magic fyftem all its additional
and fupernumerary horrors.

TAkING, now, the whole together,
you will clearly fee what we are to con-
clude of the Gothic fyftem of prodigy
and enchantment; which was not {o pro-
perly afingle fyftem, as the aggregate,

—of
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—— of all that nature breeds

Perverfe ; all monftrous, all prodigious thirigs,
W hich fables yet had feign’d, or fear conceiv’d,

Fogr, to the frightful forms of antient
necromancy (which eafily travelled down
to us, when the fairer offspring of pagan
invention loft its way, or was fwallowed

_up in the general darknefs of the bar-
barous ages) were now joined the hide-
ous phantafms which had terrified the
northern nations; and, to complete the
horrid group, with thefe were incorpo-
rated the ftill more tremendous fpettres
of Chriftian fuperftition,

In this ftate of things, as I faid, the
Romancers went to work ; and with thefe
multiplied images of terror on their
minds, you will conclude, without being
at the pains to form particular compa-
rifons, that they muft manage ill indeed
not to furpafs, in this walk of magical.
incantation, the original claffic fablers.

Bur
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But if you require a comparifon, |
can tell you where it is to be made, with
much eafe, and to great advantage: 'l
mean, in SHAKESPEAR’s Macbeth, wheré
you will find (as his beft critic obferves)
« the Danifb or Nerthern, intermixed
« with the Greet and Roman enchant-
“ ments; and all thefe worked up toge-
« ther with a fufficient quantity of our
« own country fuperftitions. So that
“ SHAKESPEAR’s Witch-Scenes (as the
“ fame writer adds) are like thie charm
« they prepare in one of them: where
« the ingredients are gathered from
« every thing fhocking in the natural
“ world; as here, from every thing ab-
“ furd in the moral”

Or if you fufpeé this inftance, as de-
riving fomewhat of its force and plaufi-
bility from the magic hand of this_critic,
you may turn to another in a great poet
of that time ; who has been at the pains

to
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make the comparifon himfelf, and whofe
‘word, as he gives it in honeft profe, may
furely be taken.

In a work of B. Jounsown, which he
calls THE MasQuEe oF QUEENS, there
are, fome Witch-fcenes; written with
fingular care, and in emulation, as it may
feem, of SHAKESPEAR’s; but certainly
with the view (for fo he tells us himfelf)
of reconciling the praltice of antiquity to
the Neoteric, and making it familiar with
our popular witcheraft.

Tuis Mafque is accompanied with
notes of the learned author, who had
rifled all the ftores of antient and mo-
dern Demonomagy, to furnith out his en~
terrainment; and who takes care to in-
form us, under each head, whence he
had fetched the ingredients, out of which
it is compoundcd

Vou. IIIL S o In
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In this elaborate work of Jouwsow
you have, then, an eafy opportunity of
comparing the antient, with the modern
magic. And though, as he was an idola-
ter of the antients, you will expe& him
to draw freely from that fource, yet
from the large ufe he makes, too, of his
other more recent authorities, you will
perceive that fome of the darkeft fhades
of his picture are owing to hints and
circumftances which he had catched,
and could onmly catch, from the Gothic
enchantments. Even fuch of thefe cir-
cumftances, as, taken by themfelves, feem
of lefs moment, fhould not be overlooked,
fince (as the poet well obferves of them)
though they be but minutes in ceremony,
gyet, they make the a& more dark and full
of harror.

Trus MucH, then, may ferve for a
caft of SHakEsPEAR’s and JoHNsoON’S
magic : abundantly fufficicns, I muft

4 think,
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i:hink, to convince you of the fuperiority
" of the Gothic charms and incantations,
to the claffic.

TrouaGH,after all, the conclufion is not
to be drawn fo much from particular
paffages, as from the general impreffion
left on our minds in reading the antient
and modern poets. And this is fo much
in favour of the Jatter, that Mr. Appis
soN fcruples not.to fay, “ The antients
“ have not much of this poetry among
“ them; for, indeed (continues he) al
“ moft the whole fubftance of it owes its
« original to the darknefs and fuperfti
“tion -of later ages — Our forefathers
“looked upon nature with mofe re:
% yerence and horror, before the world
« was enlightened by learning and philo- -
« fophy, and loved to aftonifh themfelves
« with the apprehenfions of witchcraft, -
« prodigies, charms, and inchantments.
¢ There was not a village in England,
¢ that had not a ghott in it, the church-

.S2 - “yards
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“ yards were all haunted, every large
“ common had a circle of fairies belong-

“ing to it, and there was fcarce a
+ % {hepherd to be met with who had not
« feen a fpirit.”

‘WE are upon enchanted ground, my
friend; and you are to think yourfelf
well ufed that I detain you no longer in
this fearful circle. The glympfe, you
have had of it, will help your imagina-
tion to conceive the reft. And without
more words you will readily apprehend
that the fancies of our modern bards
are not only more gallant, but, on 2
change of the fcene, more fublime, more -
terrible, more alarming, than thofe of
the claffic fablers. In a word, you will
find that the manners they paint, and the
Juperftitions they adopt, are the more
poetical for being Gothic.

LET-
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LETTER VIL

BUT nothing fhews the difference of

the two fyftems under confideration
more plainly, than the effe& they really
had on the two greateft of our Poets;
at leaft the Two which an Engli/b reader
is moft fond to compare with HoMmER,
I mean SPENSER and MiLToN,

It is not to be doubted but that each
" of thefe bards had kindled his poetic fire
from claflic fables. So that, of courfe,
their prejudices would lie that way. Yet
they both appear, when moft inflamed,
to have been more particularly rapt with.
the Gothic fables of chivalry.

. SPENSER, though he had been long
nourithed with the fpirit and fubftance’
of HoMmER and VircIL, chofe the times
of chivalry for his theme, and fairy Land
for the fcene of his fitions. He could

' - 83 have
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have planned, no doubt, an heroic defign
on the exa& claffic model : Or, he might
have trimmed between the Gothic and
claffic, as his contemporary Tasso did,
But the charms of fairy prevailed. And
if any think, he was feduced by ArtosTo
into this choice, they fhould confider
that it could be only for the fake of his
fubje&; for the genius and chara&er of
~ thefe poets was widely different.

UxbeER this idea then of a Gothic, not
claffical poem, the Faery Queen is to be
read and criticized. And on thefe prin-
ciples, it would not be difficult to unfold
its merit in another way than has been
_ hitherto atutempted. :

MiLToN, it is true, preferred the claf-
fic model to the Gothic. Burt it was af-
ter long hefitation; and his favourite
fubje&t was ARTHUR and his Knights of
the round table. On this he had fixed
for the greater part of his life. What
R o led
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led him to change his mind was, partly,
as I fuppofe, his growing fanatici{m ;
partly, his ambition to take a different
rout from SpENskEr; but chiefly per-
haps, the difcredit into which the ftories
of chivalry had now fallen by the im-
mortal fatire of CERvANTEs. Yet we
fee through all his poetry, where his ene
thufiafm flames out moft, a certain pre-
dile&tion for the legends of chivalry be-
fare the fables of Greece.

THis circumftance, you know, has
given offence to the aufterer and more
mechanical  critics. They are ready to
cenfure his judgment, as juvenile and
unformed, when they fee him fo delight-
ed, on all occafions, with the Gothic ro-
mances. But'do thefe cenfors imagine
that MirzTonN did not perceive the de-
fedts of thefe works, as well as they? No;
it was not the compofitian of books of
chivalry, but the manners deferibed in

S4 ., them,
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them, that took his fancy; as appears
from his 4/legro —

Towred cities pleafe us then

And the bufy hum of men,

Where throngs of knights and barons bold
In weeds of peace high triumphs hold,
With ftore of ladies, whofe bright eyes
Rain influence, and judge the prize

_Of wit, or arms, while both contend
To win her grace, whom all commend.

Axp when in the Penferofo he draws,
by a fine contrivance, the fame kind of
image to footh melancholy which he had
before given to excite mirth, he indeed
extolls an author, or two, of thefe ro-
mances, as he had before, in general,
extolled the fubject of them: but they
are authors worthy of his praife; not
the writers of Amadis, and Sir Laun-
<elot of the Lake; but Faery SPENSER,
and Cravcker himfelf, who has left an
unfinithed ftory on the Gothic or feudal
model. o

Or,
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. Or, call up-him that left half-told
The ftory of CamMBUsCAN bold,.
Of CaMBALL and of ALGARSIFE,
And who had CANACE to wife
That own’d the virtuous ring and glafs, -
And of the wondrous horfe of brafs,
On which the Tartar king did ride; -
And if ought elfe great bards befide
In fage and folemn tunes have fung
Of turneys and of trophies hung '
Of forefts and inchantments drear, _
Where more is meant than meets the ear.

- THE condu& then of thefe two poets
.may incline us to think with more re-
fpe&, than is commonly done of the Go-
thic manners, I mean as adapted to the
ufes of the greater poetry.

I sHALL add nothing to what I be-
fore obferved of SHAKESPEAR, becaufe
the fublimity (the divinity, let it be, if
nothing elfe will ferve) of his genius
kept no certain rout, but raribled at
hazard into all the regions of human

' life
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life and manners. So that we can hard-
ly fay what he ‘preferred, or what he re-
jeéted, on full deliberation. Yet one
thing is clear, that even he is greater
when ‘he ufes Gothic manners and ma-
chinery, than when he employs claffical :
which brings us again to the fame point,
that the former have, by their nature
and genius, the advantage of the latter
in producing the fublime.

LETTER VIL

SPOKE “of criticizing SPENSER’S
“ poem, under the idea, not of a claf«
“ fical, but Gothic compofition.”

IT is certain mueh light might be
thrown on that fingular work, were an
able critic to confider it in this view. For
mftance, he might go fome way towards
explaining, perhaps juftifying, the gene-
ral plan and conduct of the Faery Queen,
which, to claffical readers, has appeared
indefenfible. ,

’ I HAVE
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I HAvE taken the fancy, with your
leave, to try my hand on this curious
fubjeét.

‘WHEN an archite& examines a Gothic
ftru&ture by Grecian rules, he finds no-
thing but deformity. But the Gotbic ar-
chiteure has its own rules, by which
when it comes to be examined, it is feen
to have its merit, as well as the Greczan.
The queftion is not, which of the two is
conduéted in the fimpleft or trueft tafte:
but, whether there be not fenfe and de-
fign in both, when fcrutinized by the laws
on which each is proje&ted.

Tue fame abfervation holds of the
two forts of poetry. Judge of the Fazery
Lueen by the claflic models, and yeu
are fhocked with its diforder: confider
it with an eye to its Gosbjc original, and
you find it regular. The unity and fim-
plicity of the former are more coin-

plete:
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plete: but the latter has that fort of
anity and fimplicity, which refults from
its nature.

THE Faery Queen then, as a Gothic
poem, derives its METHOD, as well as
the other chara&ters of its compofition,
from the eftablitbed modes and ideas of
chivalry.

It was ufual, in the days of knighe-
errantry, at the holding of any great
feaft, for knights to appear before the
prince, who prefided at it, and claim the
privilege of being fent on any adven-
ture, to which the folemnity might give
occafion. For it was fuppofed that,
when fuch a throng of knights and ba-
rons bold, as MiLTon fpeaks of, were
got together, the diftrefled would flock
in from all quarters, as to a place where
they knew they might find and claim re-
drefs for all their grievances.

TH1g



CHIVALRY AND ROMANCE. 269

Tuis was the real pradtice, in the
days of pure and ancient chivalry. And
an image of this psadtice was afterwards
kept up in the caftles of the great, on
any extraordinary feftival or folemnity s
of which, if you want an inftance, I
refer you to the defcription of a feaft
made at Lifle in 1453, in the court of
PuiLir the Good, duke of Burgundy, for
a crufade againft the Turks: As you
may find it given at large in the me-
moirs of MaTTHIEU DE Conci, OLi-
VIER DE.LA MARCHE, and MONSTRE-
LET.

- THAT feaft was held for twelve days:

and each day was diftinguithed by the
claim and allowance of fome adventure.

Now laying down this pratice, as a
foundation for the poet’s defign, you will
fee how properly the Faery Queen is
condu&ed.

-—“i
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“ I pevisE, fays the poet him-
« felf in his letter to Sir W. RaLEraH,
@ that the Faery Queen kept her annual
s feafte xii days: upon which xii feve-
« ral days, the occafions of the xii feve-
« ral adventures hapened; which being
* undertaken by xii feveral knights, are
« in thefe xii books feverally handled.”

Here you have the poet delivering
his own method, and the reafen of it.
It arofe out of the order of his fubje&
And would you defise a bettcr reafon
for his choice ?

*Yes; you will fay, a-poet’s method is
not that of his fubje&. I grant you, as
to the order of t:me, in which the recital
is made; for here, as SPENSER obferves
(and his own pradice agrees to the rule)
Jlies the main difference between the
poet hiftorical, and the hiftoriographer
The reafon of which is drawn from the

nature
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nature of Epic compofition itfelf, and
holds equally, let the fubje be what it
will, and whatever the fyftem of man-
ners be, on which it is condu&ed. Go-
thic or Claffic makes no difference in this
refpe&t.

BuTt the cafe is 1ot the fame with re-
gard to the general plan of a work, or
what may be called the order of dif?ribu-
. #ion, which is and muft be governed by
the fubje@-matter itfelf. It was as re-
quifite for the Faery Queen to confift of
the adventures of twelve knights, as for
the Odyffey to be confined to the adven-
tures of one Hero: juftice had otherwife
not been done to his fubjeét.

So that if you will fay any thing againft
the poet’s method, you muft fay that he
thould not have chofen this fubje&®. But
this obje&ion arifes from your claflic ideas
of Unity, which have ro place here ; and
are in every view foreign to the purpofe,

4 if
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if the poet has found means to give his
work, though confifting of many parts,
the advantage of Unity. For in fome
.rveafonable fenfe or other, it is agreed,
every work of art muft be ore, the very
idea of a work requiring it.

IF you afk then, what is this Unity of
SreNsER’s Poem? I fay, It confifts in the
relation of its feveral adventures to one
common original, the appointment of the
Faery Queen; and to one .common end,
the completion of the Faery Queer’s in-
jun&ions. The knights ifflued forth on
their adventures on the breaking up of
this annual feaft: and the next anpual
feaft, we are to fuppofe, is to bring
them together again from the atchieve-
. ment of their feveral charges.-

Tais, it is true, is not the claflic
Unity, which confifts in the reprefen-
tation of one entire aftion: but it is an
Unity of another fort, an unity refulting

' from
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from the refpe® which a number of re-
lated adtions have to one common pur-
- pofe. In other words, it is an unity of
defign, and not of adtion.

Tu1s Gothic method of defign in poetry
inay be, in fome fort, illuftrated by what
is called the Gothic method of defign in
gardening. A wood or grove cut out
into many feparate avenmes or glades
was among the moft favourite .of the
works of art, which our fathers attempt-
ed in this fpecies of cultivation. Thefe
walks were diftin®& from each other,
had, each, their feveral deftination, and
terminated on their own proper objets.
Yet the whole was brought together
and confidered under one wiew by the
relation which thefe various openings -
had, not to each other, but to their com-
mon and concurrent center. You and I
are, perhaps, agreed that this fort of
gardening is not of fo true a tafte asthat
which Kent' and Nature have brought

Vor. IIL ©T ' us
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us acquainted with; where the fupreme
art of the- defigner confifts in difpofing
his ground and objefls into an entire
landfkip; and grouping them, if I may
ufe the term, in fo eafy a manner, that
the carelefs obferver, though he be
taken with the fymmetry of the whole;
difcovers no art in the combination :

In lieto afpetto il bel giardin s’aperfe, .

Acque ftagnanti, mobili criftalii,

Fior vari, e varie piante, herbe diverfe,

Apriche collinette, ombrofe valli,

Selve, e fpelunche in UNA vIsTA offerfe:

E quel, che’l bello, €'l caro accrefce 3 I'opre,

L’arte, che tutto f2, nulla fi fcopre.

T Ass0, Co XVI. 8. iX.

THis, I fay, may be the trueft tafte
in gardening, becaufe the fimpleft: Yet
there is a manifeft regard to unity in
the other method; which has had its
admirers, as it may have again, and is

.- certainly not without its defign and
_ beauty, .
Bur
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BuT to return to our poet. Thus far
he drew from Gothic ideas, and thefe
ideas, I think, would lead him no further.
But, as SpEnser knew what ‘belonged
to claflic compofition, he was tempted to
tie his fubje& ftill clofer together by one
expedient of his own, and by another
taken from his clafic models.

His own was to interrupt the proper
ftory of each book, by difperfing it into
feveral ; involving by this means, and as
it were intertwifting the feveral a&ions
together, in order to give fomething like
the appearance of one ation to his
twelve adventures. And for this con-
du&, as abfurd as it feems, he had fome
great examples in the [ltalian poets,
though, I believe, they were led into it
by different motives.

THE other expedient which he bor-
rowed from the claflics, was by adopting
one fuperior charadter, which fhould be

T2 feen
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feen throughout, Prince ArTHUR, Who -
had a feparate adventure of his own,
was to have his part in each of the
other; and thus feveral a&tions were to
be embodied by the intereft which one
principal Hero had in them all. Itis
even obfervable, that SPENsEr giyes
this adventure of Prince ArTHUR, in
queft of GLORIANA, as the proper fub-
je& of his poem. And upon this idea
the late learned editor of the Faery
Lueen has attempted, but, I think, with-
out fuccefs, to defend the unity and
fimplicity of its fable. The truth was,
the violence of claflic prejudices forced
“the poet to affe& this appearance of
unity, though in contradiion to his Go-
thic fyftem. And, as far as we can judge
of the tenour of the whole work from
the finithed half of it, the adventure of
Prince Arruur, whatever the author
pretended, and his critic too eafily be-
lieved, was but an after thought; and, at
lcaﬂ: with regard o the bifforical fable,

1 - which
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which we are now confidering, was only
one of the expedients by which he would
conceal the diforder of his Gothic plan.

Anp if this was his defign, I will ven-
ture to fay that both his expedients were
injudicious. Their purpofe was to ally
two things, in nature incompatible, the
Gothic, and the claflic unity; the effe®

. - of which mifalliance was to difcover and

expofe the nakednefs of the Gptbic. .

I am of opinion then, confidering the
Faery Queen as an epic or narrative poem
conftru&ed on Goathic ideas, that the poet
bad done well to affe& no other unity
~ than that of defign, by which his fubje&
was connefted. But his poem is not
fimply narrative ; it is throughout A/e.
gorial : he calls it a perpetual allegory
or dark concest : and this charaler, for
reafons I may have occafion to obferve
hereafter, was even predominant in the
Faery Lyeen, His narration is fubfer-

T 3 yient
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wient to kis moral, and but ferves o co-
loor . This he tells us himfelf ar fet-
ung out,
Fiesce w=ss and faithful loves thall msrelixe
my fong,

that i5, thall ferve for a vehide, or in-
ftrument to corvey the moral.

Now under this idea, the Unity of the
Faery Sueem is more apparent. His
twelve knights are to exemplify as many
virtues, out of which one illuftrious cha-
racter is to be compofed. And in this
view the part of Prince ARTHUR in each
book becomes effential, and yet not prin-
cpal ; exaltly, as the poet has contrived
it. They who reft in the literal ftory,
that is, who criticize it on the footing of
a narrative poem, have conftantly objedt-
ed to this management. They fay, it
neceflarily breaks the unity of defign.
Prince ARTHUR, they affirm, thould either
have had no part in the other adventures,
or he fhould have had the chief part. He

) thould
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thould either have done nothing, or more.
This objecion I find infited upon by
SPENSER’s beft critic [2], and, I think,
the objedtion is unanfwerable; at leaft
I know of nothing that can be faid to

remove it but what I have fuppofed
above might be the purpefe of the poet,

and which I myfelf have rejefted as in-
fufficient, ' )

BuT how faulty foever this conduét be
in the literal ftory, it is perfeély right
in the moral/: and that for an obvious
reafon, though his critics feem not to have
been aware of it. His chief hero was
not to have the twelve virtues in the de-
gree in which the knights had, each of
them, their own (fuch a chara&er,
would be a monfter); but he was to have
fo much of each as was requifite to form
his fuperior chara&ter. Each virtue, in
its perfeltion, is exemplified in its own

* [4] Mr. WarToN, Obf. onthe F. Q. p. 7. vol.i.
Lond. 1762,

" Tyg knight ;
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knight: they are all, in a due degree,
concentered in Prince ARTHUR.

THis was the the poet’s mora/: And
what way of exprefling this moral in the
biftory, but by making Prince ARTHUR
appear in cach adventure, and in a man-
ner fubordinate to its proper hero ?
Thus, though inferior to each in his own
fpecific virtue, he is fuperior to all by
uniting the whole circle of their virtues
in himfelf: And thus he arrives, at
length, at the poflefion of that bright
form of Glory, whofe ravithing beauty,
as feen in a dream or vifion, had led him
out into thefe miraculous adventures in
the land of Faery.

THE concluﬁon is, that, as an allege-
rical poem, the method of the Faery
Rueen is governed by the juftnefs of the .
moral : As a narrative poem, it is con-
du&ted on the ideas and ufages of chi-
valry. In either view, if taken by itfelf,
the plan is defenfible. But from the

union
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union of the two defigns there arifes a
perplexity and confufion, ‘which is the
proper, and only confiderable, defe& of
this extraordinary poem.

LETTER IX

N O doubt SpeENsErR might have
taken one fingle adventure, of the
TwELVE, for the fubje& of his Poem ;
or he might have given the principal part
in every adventure to Prince ArTHuz.
By this means his fable had been of the
claffic kind, and its unity as ftri& as that
of HoMER and VIRGIL.

AvLL this the poet knew very well, but
his purpofe was not to write a claflic
poem. He chofe to adorn a Gothic ftory;
and, to be confiftent throughout, he chofe
that the form of his work fhould be of a
piece with his fubjeé.

Dip the poet do right in this? I can-
not tell, but comparing his work with
: that
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that of another great poet, who followed
the fyftem you feem to recommend, I fee
no reafon to be peremptory in condemn-
ing his judgment. '

TuEe example of this poet deferves to
be confidered. It will afford, at leaft, a
freth confirmation of the point, I prin-
cipally infift upon, The pre-eminence
of the Gothic manners and fictions, as
adapted to the ends of poetry, above the

claffic.

I oBsErvEeDp "of the famous Tor-
QuaTto Tasso, that, coming into the
" world a little of the lateft for the fucgefs
of the pure Gothic manner, he thought
fit to #rim between that and the claffic
model.

It was lucky for his fame, that he did
fo. For the Goathic fables falling every
day more and more into contempt, and
the learning of the times, throughout all

Europe,




CHIVALRY AND ROMANCE. 283

Europe, taking a claffic turn, the reputa.
tion of his work has been chiefly found-
- ed on the ftrong refemblance it has to
the antient Epic poems. His fable is
conduéted in the fpirit of the l/iad, and
with a ftri& regard to that unity of
aétion which we admire in HoMER and
VIRGIL. .

BuT this is not all; we find a ftudied
and clofe imitation of thofe poets, in
many of the fmaller parts, in the minuter
incidents,and even in the defcriptions, and
fimilies of his poem.

THE claflic reader was pleafed with
- this deference to the public tafte: he
faw with delight the favourite beauties
of HoMER and VirGiL refletted in the
- Kalian poet: and was almoft ready to
excufe, for the fake of thefe, his magic
tales and faery enchantments.

* 1 sarp, was almof? ready; for the of-
fence given by thefe tales to the more
fathionable

-
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fathionable fort of critics was fo great,
that nothing, I believe, could make full
amends, in their judgment, for fuch ex.
travagancies.

HowEVER, by this means the Gieru/z»
lemme Liberata made its fortune amongft
the French wits, who have conftantly
cried it up above the Orlando furiofs,
and principally for this reafon, that
Tasso was more claffical in his fable,
and more fparing in the wonders of G-
thic fittion, than his predeceffor,

THE Italians have indeed a predile&i-
on for their elder bard, whether from
their prejudice for his fubje&, their ad-
miration of his language; the richnefs
of his invention; the cemic air of his
ftyle and manner; or from whatever
other reafon.

BE this as it will, the French criticifm
has carried it before the Italian, with
the
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the reft of Eurgpe. This dextrous peo-
ple have found means to lead the tafte,
as well as fet the fafhions, of their neighe
bours: And Ariosto ranks but little
higher than the rudeft romancer in the
opinion of thofe who take their notions
of thefe things from their writers.

But the fame principle, which made
them give Tasso the preference to
Arrosto, has led them by degrees to
think very unfavorably of Tasso him-
felf. The mixture of the Gothic manner
in his work has not been forgiven, It
has fugk the credit of all the reft; and
fome inftances of falfe tafte in the ex-

preflion of his fentiments, deteéted by
" their nicer critics, have brought matters
to that pafs, that, with their good will,
Tasso himfelf {hould now follow the fate
of AriosTto,

I wiLL not fay, that a little national
envy did not perhaps mix itfelf with
their
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their other reafons for undervaluing this
great poet. They afpired to a fort of
fupremacy in letters; and finding the
Italian language and -its beft writers
ftanding in their way, they have fpared
no pains to lower the eftimation of both.

WHATEVER their inducements were,
they fucceeded but too well in their at-
tempt. Our obfequious and over modeft
critics were run down by their authority.
Their tafte of letters, with fome worfe
things, was brought among us at the
reftoration. Their language, their man-
ners, nay their very prejudices were ad-
opted by our polite king and his roy-
alifts. And the more fafhionable wits,
of courfe, fet their fancies, as my Lord
MoLEsworTH tells us the people of Co-
penbagen in his time did their clocks, by
the court-ftandard.

Sir W. DaveNaNT opened the way
to this new fort of criticifm in a very ela-
borate
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borate preface to Gonp1BERT ; and his
philofophic friend, Mr. HoesEs, lent
his beft afliftance towards eftablithing
the credit of it. Thefe two fine letters
contain, indeed, the fubftance of whatever
has been fince written on the fubje&
Succeeding wits and cripics did no more
than echo their language. It grew into
a fort of cant, with which RymERr, and
the reft of that fchool, filled their flimfy
eflays and rambling prefaces.

Ovur noble critic himfelf [¢] con-
defcended to take up this trite theme:
and it is not to be told with what alacrity
and felf-complacency he flourifhes upon
itt. The Gothic manner, as he calls it,
is the favourite obje& of his raillery; -
which is never more lively or pointed,
than when it expofes that « bad tafte
“ which makes us prefer an ArrosTo
“to a VirGgIL, and a Romance (without

- % doubt he meant, of Tasso)to an l/izd.”

[e] Lord SuarTessury, 4dv. 20 an Author.
. Truly,

4
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Truly, this critical fin requires an ex»
piation; which yet is eafily made by
fubfcribing to his fentence, « That the
« French indeed may boaft of legitimate
« authors of a juft relith; but that the
@ Jtalian are good for nothing but to
« corrupt the tafte of thofe who have
« had no familiarity with the noble an:

« tients [ f1”

TH1s ingenious nobleman is, himfelf,
one of the gallant votaries he fometimes
mnakes himfelf fo merry with. He is per-
fe@ly enamoured of his noble antients,
and will fight with any man who con-
tends, not that his Lordthip’s miftrefs is
not fair, but that his own is fair alfo.

It is certain the French wits benefited
by ths foible. For pretending, in great
modefty, to have formed themfelves on
the pure tafte of his noble ancients, they
tafily drew his Lordthip over to their

L) Addv. to an Autbor, Part. 111, S, 11.
party :
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‘party: While the Izalians more ftubborn-
1y pretending to a tafte of their own, and
chufing to /ye for themfelves, inftead of
adopting the authorized /yes of Greece,

were juftly expofed to his refentment. -

SucH was the addrefs of the French
writers, and fuch their triumphs over the
poor Italians.

"It muft be owned, indeed, they had -
-every advantage on their fide, in this
conteft with their mafters. The tafte
and learning of Italy had been long on
the decline, and the fine writers under
Louis XIV were every day advancing
the French language, fuch as itis (fimple,
clear, exa®, that is, fit for bufinefs and
converfation; but for that reafon, be-
fides its total want of numbers, abfolutely
unfuited to the genius of the greater
poetry), towards its laft perfe@tion. The
purity of the antient manner became
well underftood, and it was the pride of

Vour. III. U their
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their beft critics to expofe every inftance
of falfe tafte in the modern writers. The
Italian, it is certain, could not ftand fo
fevere a fcrutiny, But they had efcaped
better, if the moft fafhionable of the
French poets had not, at the fame ume,
been their beft critic.

A rvucky word in a verfe, which founds
well and every body gets by heart, goes
further than a volume of juft criticifm.
In fhort, the exa&, but cold BoiLEau
happened to fay fomething of the clin-
quant of Tasso; and the magic of this
word, like the report of AsToLFo’s horn
in AR1osTo, overturned at once the folid
and well-built reputation of the [talian

poetry.

IT is not perhaps ftrange that this
potent word fhould do its bufinefs in
France. 'What was lefs to be expeéted,
it put us into a fright on this fide the
water. Mr. Apbpison, who gave the law
: in
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+n tafte here, took it up and fent it about

the kingdom in his polite and popular

«cflays [g]. It became a fort of wartch-

‘word ameng the critics ; and, on the fud-

-den, nothing was heard, on all fides, but
“'the clinquant of Tasso,

AFrTER all, thefe two refpe&table wri-
ters might not intend the mifchief they
were doing. The obfervation was juft,
but-was extended much further than
they meant, by their witlefs followers
and admirers; The effe® was, as I faid,
.that the [talian poetry was rejeéted in
the grofs, by virtue of this cenfure;
though the authors of it had faid no
more than this, * That their beft poet
“ had fome falfe thoughts, and dealt, as
‘« they fuppofed, too much in incredible
“& filtion,”

" "TLEAVE you to make your own re-
* flexions on this fhort hiftery of the Italian

[g] Spectator, vol.i. N°s. vol, v. N°36¢. -
USRI U: poetry.
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poetry. It is not my defign to be its apo-
logift in all refpe@ts. However, with re-
gard to the jfirf? of thefe charges, I pres
fume to fay, that, as juft as it is in the
fenfe in which I perfuade myfelf it was
intended, there are more inftances of
natural fentiment, and of that divine fim-
plicity we admire in the antients, even
in GuarIN’s Paffor Fido, than in the
beft of the French poets.

AND as to the Za/f charge, I pretend
to thew you, in my next Letter, that it
implies no fault at all in the /¢e/ian poets.

LETTER X

CH I non fa che cofa fra Italia? — If this
queftion could ever be reafonably
afked on any occafion, it muft furely be
when the wit and poetry of that people
were under confideration. The enchant-
ing fweetnefs of their tongue, the rich-
nefs of their invention, the fire and ele-
vation
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vation of their genius, the fplendor of
their expreflion on great fubjedls, and
the native fimplicity of their fentiments
on affe®ting ones ; all thefe are fuch ma-
nifeft advantages on the fide of the
Italian poets, as fhould feem to com-
mand our higheft admiration of their
great and capital works,

YeT a different language has beep
held by our finer critics. And, in parti-
eullar, you kear it commonly faid of the
tales of Faery, which they firft and prin-
cipally adorned,  That they are extra-
“ vagant and abfurd; that they furpafs
“all bounds not of truth only, but of
“ probability ; and look more like the
“ dreams of children, than the manly in-
« yentions of poets.”

ALL this, and more, has been faid; and,

if truly faid, who would not lament

L’ arte del poétar troppo infelice ?
U3 . For
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For they are not the cold fancies of
plebeian poets, but the golden dreams
of Ar1osTo,the celeftial vifions of Tasso,
that are thus derided. ' '

BuT now, as to the extravagance of
thefe fictions, it is frequently, I believe,
much lefs than thefe laughers appre-
hend. o o

To give an inftance or two, of thie
fort. T : o

O~E of the ftrangeft circumftances
in thofe books, is that of the women-
warriors, with which they all abound.
BuTLER, in his Hudibras, who faw it
only in the light of a poetjcal invention,
ridicules it, as a moft unnatural idea,
with great fpirit. Yet, in this repre-
fentation, they did but copy from the
manners of the times. AwnNa Com-
NENA tells us, in the life of her father,
- S that
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that the wife of RoserT the Norman
fought fide by fide with her hufband, in
- his battles; that the would rally the fly-
ing foldiers, and lead them back to the
charge: And NiceTas obferves, that, in
the time of MaxvEL CoMNENA, there
were in one Crufade many women, arm-
ed like men, and on horfeback.

‘WaaAT think you now of Tasso’s
Clorinda, whofe prodigies of valour I
dare fay you have often laughed at?
Or, rather, what think you of that con-
_ ftant pair, ’
¢ GILpIPPE et ODOARDO amanti e fpofi,

¢¢ In valor d’arme, ¢ in lealti famofi }”
C. II1.” 8. 40.

AgAmN: What can be more abfurd
and incredible, it is often faid, than the
vaft armies we read of in Romance? a
circumftance, to which MiLTox fcruples
not to allude in thofe lines of his Para-
dife Regained— .

U4 Such,
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be. muftered in the plains of 4fa, to no
lefs than feven hundred thoufand fighting
men: a number, which would aldoft
bave fatisfied the Romancer’s keeneft ap-
petite for wonder and amplification.

A THIRD inftance may be ‘thoughe
ftill more remarkable,

- “ WE read perpetually of walls of fire
« raifed by magical art to ftop the pro~
« grefs of knights-errant. In Tasso, the
« wizard IsMENo guards the' inchanted
« foreft with walls of fire. In the Or.
“ lando Inamorate, L. 111, C.i.  MAN-
“ pRrICcARDO is endeavoured to be ftop-
“ ped by enchanted flames, but he makes
¢ his way through all,”

THus far the learned editor of the
Faery Rueen [Notes on . B. 1L c. xi
8. 25.] who contents himfelf, like a good
Romance-critic, with obferving the fad,
. without th¢ irreverepce of prefuming
4 to
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to account for it. But if the profane
will not be kept within this decent re-
ferve, we may give them to underftand,
that this fancy, as wild as it appears,
had fome foundation in #ruth. For I
make no queftion but thefe fres, raifed
by magical art, to ftop the progrefs of
affailants, were only the flames of rEu-
GREGEOIS,asit wascalled, thatisof wiLp-
FIRE, which appeared fo ftrange on its
firft invention and application, in the
barbarous ages.

‘WE hear much of its wonders in the
hiftory of the Crufades; and even fo
late as SPENSER’S own time they were
not forgotten. Davira, fpeaking of the
fiege of Poitiers in 1569, tells us —Ab-
bondavano nella citta le provifioni da guer-
ra; tra le quali, quantita incffimabile
di FUOCHI ARTIFICIATI, lavorat: in di-
werfe maniere, ne’quali avenano i defen-
Jori pofta grandiffima [peranza di refpin-
gere gh affalti denemici, lib. v.-

, HexNcE,
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. Henck, without' doubt, the magical
Hames and fiery walls, of the Gothig
Romancers [g]; and who will fay, that
the fpecious mirgcles of HoMER hlmfelf
had a better foundation ?

Bur, after all, this is not the fort of
defence I mean chiefly to infit upon.
Let others explain away thefe wonders,
fo offenfive to.gertain philofophical cri-
tics. They are welcome to me in their
own proper form, and with all the ex-
travagance commonly imputed to thcm.

IT ig true, the only criticifm, worth
regarding, is that which thefe critics lay
claim to, the philofophical. But there
is a fort which looks like philofophy,
and is not. May not that be the cafe
here ? _ ‘

[£] -For an account of fome other wonders in

Romance, fuch as enchanted arms, inwvulnerable bo-
Aies, flying horfes, &c. fee L’Efprit des Loix, I xxviii.

€. 22,
- THIs
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This criticifm, whatever name it de-
ferves, fuppofes that the poets, who are
lyars by profeffion, expeét to have their
lyes believed. Surely they are not fo
unrcafonable. They think it enough, if
they can but bring you to imagine the
poflibility of them.

Axp how fmall a matter will ferve
for this? A legend, a tale, a tradition,
a rumour, a fuperftition; in fhort, any
thing is enough to be the bafis of their
air-formed wviffars. Does any capable
reader trouble himfelf about the truth,
or even the credibility of their fancies?
Alas, no; he is beft pleafed when he is
made to conceive (he minds not by what
magic) the exiftence of fuch things as
his reafon tells him did not, and were
never likely to, exift.

BuT here, to prevent miftakes, an ex-
planation will be neceflary. We muft
diftinguith
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diftinguifh between the popuiar belicf,
and that of the reader. The fitions of
poetry do, in fome degree at ledft, re-
quire the fir/? (they would, otherwife,
defervedly pafs for dreams indeed): But
when the poet has this advantage on his
fide, and his fancies have, or may be fup-
pofed to have, a countenance from the
current fuperititions of the age, in which
he writes, he difpenfes with the /af},
and gives his reader leave to be as feepti-
cal and as incredulous, as he pleafes.

A FASHIONABLE French critic diverts
himfelf with imagining « what a per-
“ fon, who comes frefh from reading Mr.
“ AppisoN and Mr. LockE, would be
“ apt to think of Tasso’s Enchant-
« ments [ 4].”

THE Er'zgli/l reader will, perhaps,
fmile at feeing thefe two writers fo cou-
pled together: And, with the critic’s

(4] Vorrane, Efai fur la Potfic Epigue, ch. vii.
: leave,
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leave, we will put Mr. LockE out of the
queftion. But if he be defirous to know
what a reader of Mr. AppisoN would
pronounte in the cafe, I can anderrake to
give him fatisfaction.

SpeARING of what Mr. DRYDEN callg,
the Faery way of writing, “ Men of cold
« fancies and philofophical difpofitions,
« fays he, objed to this kind of poerry,
¢ that it has not probability enough to
« affe® the imagination. But—many
« are prepoffeft with fuch falfe opinions,
« as difpofe them to believe thefe parti-
“ cular delufions: at leaft, we have afl
% hear’d fo many pleafing relations in fa-
« vour of them, that we do not care for
« feeing through the f2//bood, and willing-
«ly give ourfelves up to fo agreeable
« an impofture.” [Spec?. N° 419.]

_ Avrry, now, this fage judgment of
Mr. AppisoN to Tasso’s Enchantments,
and you fee that a falflood convict is not

o
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to be pleaded againft a fuppofed béliqﬂ or
‘even the flightef? bear-fay.

So little account does this wicked poe-
" try make of philofophical or hiftorical
truth: All fhe -allows us to look for, is
poetical truth; a very flender thing in-
"deed, and which the poet’s eye, when -
rolling in a fine frenzy, can but juft-lay
‘hold of. To fpeak in the philofophic
language of Mr. HoBaEs, It is fomething
much beyond the actual bounds, and only
within the conceived poffibility, of nature.

BuT the fource of bad criticifm, as uni-
verfally of bad philofophy, is the abufe
of terms. A poet, they fay, muft follow
nature ; and by nature we are to fuppofe
can only be meant the known and ex-

-perienced courfe of affairs in this werld.
“Whereas the poet has a world of his own,
where experience has lefs to do, thau
confiftent imagination,

' He
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He has, befides, a fupernatural world
to range in. He has Gods, and Faeries,
and Witches at his command: And,

= — = = O! whocantell
. “The hidden pow’r of herbes, and might of
magic fpell 2 :
SPENSER, B. V. C. ii.

Tuxus in the poet’s world, all is mar-
vellous and extraordinary; yet not uns-
natural in one fenfe, as it agrees to the
conceptions that are readily entertained
of thefe magical and wonder-working
Natures.

Tais trite maxim of following Nature
is further miftaken in applying it indif-
criminately to all forts of poetry.

In thofe fpecies which have men and
manners profefledly for their theme, a
ftri® conformity with human nature is

reafonably demanded.
Non
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Noh biic Centauros, non Gorgonas,Harpyiasque |
Invenics : hominem pagina noftra fapit :

is a proper motto to a book of Epigrams,
but would make a poor figure at the
head of an epic poem: :

StiLL further, in thofe fpecies that
addrefs themfelves to the heart and
would obtain their end; not through the
Imagination, but through the paffions,
there the liberty of tranfgrefling nature,
I mean the real powers and propertics
of human nature, is infinitely reftrained;
and poetical truth is, under thefe circam-
ftances, almoft as fevere a thing as I.n/la
rical.

THE reafon is, we muft firft delieve,
before we can be affected;

BuT the cafe is differént with the more
fublime and creative poetry. This fpe-
ties, addrCﬁing itfelf folely or princi-

Vo III, X pally
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pally to the Imagination; a young and
credulous faculty, which loves to ad-
mire and to be¢ deceived; hasno need to
- obferve thofe cautiotts rules of credibi-
lity fo neceflary to be followed by hiin,
who would touch the affe@ions and ‘in-
tereft the heart.

Turs difference, you will fay, is-ob-
vious enough. How ‘came it then to be
overlooked? From another miftake, ih
exténding a particuldr precept -of the

. drama into a geneéral maxim.

THE incredulus odi of HORACE rah in
the heads of thefe critics, though his own
words confine the obfervation fingly ‘to
the ftage.

Segnius irritant animos demiffa per aurém

Quam quz funt oculis fubjecta fidelibus, et
quz

Ipfe fibi tradit SpeQitotm— . . -

TaaT, which pafles in repro_'/}nfatiojn
and challenges, as it were, the fcmtin};:
. o : o
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of the eye, muft be truth itfelf, or fome-
thing very nearly approaching toit. But
what pafles in narration;evenon the ftage,
is admitted without much difficulty—

_ multaque tolles
Ex oculis, quz mox narret facundia prefens.

In the epic narration, which may be
¢alled abfens facundia, the reafon of the
thing fhews this indulgence to be fill -
greater. It appeals ncither to the eye
fior the éar, but fimply to the imagina-
tion, and fo allows the poet a liberty of
multiplying and enlarging his impoftures
at pleafure, in proportion to the eafinefs
and comprehenfion of that faculty [7].

[{] A celebrated writer; whofe good fenfe, or
whofe perverfenefs, would not fuffer him to be the
dupe of French prejudices, declares himfelf roundly
of this opinion. * Ona voulu mettre en reprefenta-
% tion (fays he, {peaking of the abfurd magnificence
* of the French Opera) le MERVEILLEUX, qui,
“ p'etant fait que pour étre imaginé, EsT Avss:
¥ BIEN PLACE' DANS UN POEME EPIQUE que ridi-
“ culement fur un theatre.” [Nowv. Heloifs, p. 11

L. xxiii.]
» X2 THESE
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Tuese general reflexions hardly re-
quire an application to the prefent fub-
je&. ‘The tales of faery are exploded,
as fantaftic and incredible. They would”
merit this contempt, if prefented on the
ftage; I mean, if they were given as the
proper fubje& of dramatic imitation, and
the intereft of the poet’s plot were to
be wrought out of the adventures of
thefe marvellous perfons. But the epic
mufe runs no rifque in giving way to
fuch fanciful exhibitions.

You may call them, as one does, « ex-
“ traordinary dreams, fuch as excellent
“ poets and painters, by being over ftudi-
“ ous, may have in the beginning of fe-
“ vers [£].?

 THE epic poet would acknowlcdge
the charge, and even value himfelf up-
onit. He would fay, “I leave to the

[4] Sir W.Davexanz's Preface.
: . fage
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fige dramatift the merit of being al-
ways broad awake, and always in his
fenfes: The divine dream 1), and deli-
rions fancy, are among the nobleft of
my prerogatives.”

But the injuftice done the Italian.
poets does not ftop here. The cry is,
« Magie and enchantments are fenfelefs
@ things. Therefore the Italian poets
« are not worth the reading? As if, be-
caufe the fuperftitions of Homer and
VireIL are no longer believed, their
poems, which abound in them, are good
for nothing.

Yes, you will fay, their ﬁne piftures
of life and manners —

Axp may not I fay the fame, in be-
‘half of Ar1osto and Tasso? For it is
not true that all is #nnatural and mon-
ftrous in their poems, becaufe of thia

(1 Ss0-Beeo-. Homzr. -
X3 mixture
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fnixture of the wonderful. Admit, for
example, ArMIDa’s marvellous convey-
ance to the happy Ifland, and all the
reft of the love-ftory is as nataral, that
is, as fuitable to our common notions of
that paffion, as any thing in VirGIL or
(if you will) VoLTAIRE,

THus, yon fee, the apology of the fra-
lian poets is eafily made on every fup-
pofition. But I ftick to my point, and
maintain that the faery tales of Tasgo
do him more honour than what are call-
ed the more natural, that is, the claffical
parts of his poem. His imitations of
the antients have indeed their merit;
for be was a genius in every thing.
But they are faint and cold and almoft
infipid, when compared with his Gethic
fitions, We make a fhift to run over
the paffages he has copied from VirGir,
We are all on fire amidft the magical
feats of IsMEN, and the enchantments of
ARMIDA,

Magnanima
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Magnanima menfogna, hor quando ¢ il vere.
Si bello, che fi pofla 3 te preporre ?

IspEAK at leaft for myfelf ; and muft
freely own, if it were not for thefe Lyes
of Gothic invention, I fhould fcarcely be
difpofed to give the Gierufalemme Libe-
. rata a fecond reading. :

I READILY agree to the lively obferva-
* tion, “ That impenetrable armour, in-
“ chanted caftles, invulnerable bodies,
% iron men, flying horfes, and other fuch
# things, are eafily feigned by them that
« dare [m],” But, with the obferver’s
leave, not fo feigned as we find them in
the Italian poets, unlefs the writer have
another quality, befides that of courage.

ONE thing is true, that the fuccefs of
thefe fitions will not be great, when
they have no longer any footing in the
popular belief : And the reafon is, that

_ [7] Mr. Hosses’s Letter. »
' X 4 readers
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readers do not ufually do, as they oughs,.
put themfelves in the circumftances of
the poet, or rather of thofe, of whom
the poet writess But this only fhews,
that fome ages are not fo fit to write epic
poems in, as others ; mat, that they
fhould be otherwife wrirten.

It is alfo trpe, that writers dp not
foeceed” fo well in painting what they
have heard, as what they believe, them-
felves, or at leaft obferve jn others a fa.
cility of believipg. .And on this account
I would advife no mpdern ‘poet to revive
thefe faery tales in an epic poem. But
ftill this is nathing to the cafe in hand,
where we are confidering the merit of
cpic poems, written under other circums
ftances.

Tue Pagan Gods, and Gothic Faerieg
- were equally out of credit, when Mir-
‘ToN wrote. He did well therefore to
fupply their room with angels and devils.

i I

ae
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If thefe too thould wear out of the popus

lar creed (and they feem in a hopeful

way, from the liberty fome late critics

have taken with them) I know not what
other expedients the epic poet might

have recourfe to; but this I know, the

pomp of verfe, the energy of defcription,

ind even the fineft moral paintings would

%and him in no ftead. Without admi-

ration (which cannot be effe&ed but by
‘he marvellous of celeftial intervention,

f mean, the agency of fuperior natures

really exifting, or by th¢ illufion of the

fancy taken to be o) no epic poem can
be long-lived. :

I am not afraid to inftance in the Hen-
riade itfelf; which, notwithftanding the
clegance of the compofition, will in a
fhort time be no more read than the
Gondibert of Sir W.DAVENANT, and
for the fame reafon,

CriTICS
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Carrics may walk wlm they will
of Truth end Nature, and abufe the
Rtalian poets, as they will, for tranf-
- grefling both in their incredible fitions,,
But belicve it, my friend, thefe fitions
with which they have ftudied to delude
she world, are of that kind of credita-
ble deceits, of which a wife antient pro»
nounces with affurance, « That they, wha
* deceive, are honefier than they who da
S net decerve ; and they, wha are deceived,
* wifer than they whe are not deceived”

LETTER XL

BUT you arc weary of hearing fo -
_ much of thefe exploded fancies;

and are .ready to afk, if there be any
wruth in this reprefentation, « Whence is
# has come to pafs, that the claflical man«
* ners are ftill admired and imitated by
- * the poets, when the Gothic have long
« fince fallen into difufe

THE
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Tue an{wer to this queftion will fure
nith all that is now wanting to a propee.
difcuflion of the p_re_fent {ubje&.

On~E great reafon of this difference
certainly was, That the ableft writers
of Greece ennobled the fyftem of heroic
manners, while it was freth and flourith-
ing; and their works, being mafter-pieces:
" of cempofition, fo fixed the credit of it
in the opinion of the world, that no re-
yolutions of time and tafte could aftery
wards fhake it, |

WHEREAS the Gothic having been
difgraced in their infancy by bad wris
ters, and a new {et of manners fpringing
up before there were any better to do
them juftice, they could never be brought
into vogue by the attempts of later poets;
who yet, in fpite of prejudice, and for
the genuine charm of thefe highly poetis
cal manners, did their utmoit to recom-
mend them, ‘

Bour,
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on whofe authority I am now building)
s a manifeft banter on thefe books, and
may be confidered as a fort of prelude
to the adventures of Don QuixoTe. 1
call it @ manifeft banter : for we are to
obferve that this was CHAuCER’s own
tale; and that, when in the progrefs of
it the good fenfe of the Hoft is made to
break in upon him, and interrupt him,
Cuaucer approves his difguft, and,
changing his note, tells the fimple in-
ftrudive tale of MELIBOEUS; @ moral
tale virtuous, as he terms it; to thew,
what fort of fiGtions were moft expreflive
of real life, and moft proper to be put
jnto the hands of the people.

« It is, further, to be noted, that the
tale of the Giant OLYPHANT and Chylde
TorAz was not a fiGtion of his own, but
a ftory of antique fame, and very cele-
brated in the days of chivalry: fo that
nothing could better fuit the poet’s de-
‘ﬁgn of difcrediting the old romances,

than

e
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than the choice of this venerable legend
for the vehicle of his ridicule upon them.

« Bur what puts the fatiric purpofe
of the Rime of Sir Toraz out of all
queftion, is, That this fhort poem is fo
managed as, with infinite humour, t ex-
pofe the leading impertinencies of books
of chivalry; the very fame, which Cgz-
VANTES afterwards drew out, and ex-
pofed at large, in his famous hiftory.

« InpEED Sir Toraz'is all Don Quix-
oTE in little; ‘as you will eafily fee from
comparing the two knights together ;
who are drawn with the fame features,
are chara&erized by the fame ftrokes,
and differ from each other but as a fketch
in ‘miniatuire, from a finithed and full-
fized picture,

1. CERVANTES is very particular in
defcribing the perfon and habit of his
Hero, 4gtecably to the known pradice

X of
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of the old romancers. CuAucer doéet
the fanie by his knight, and in a mannet
that almoft equals the arch gravity of
the Spanifb author. '

Sir TobAz was a doughty fwainé;

‘White was his face as paine maine;

"His lippes red as rofe,
His rudde is like fcarlet in grainey

And I you tell in good certaine,
He bad a feemely nofe.

His haire, his berde, was like fafroing,
That to his girdle raught adowne,
His fhoone of cordewalne,
Of Bruges were his hofen broun,
His robe was of Chekelatoun,
That coft many a jane:

2. CERVANTES tells us how Don
QuixoTE paffed his time in the country,
before he turned Knight-errant.  Criau-
CER, in the fame {pirit, celebrates his
knight’s country diverfions of bunting,
hawking, fbooting, and wreftling, thofe
kaown prolufions to féats of arims.

He
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He couth hunt at the wilde dere,
And ride an hauking for by the rivere
With grey GosHAUKE on honde,

Thereto he was a good archere,
Of wraftling. was there none his pere
There any Ram fhould ftonde,

3. THE knights of romance were ufed
. to dedicate their fervices to fome para-
gone of beauty, fuch as was only con-
ceived to exift in the land of Faery, and
could no where be found in this vulgar
difenchanted world. Hence one of the
ftrongeft features in Don QuixoTEe’s
charaéer is the fublime paffion he had
conceived for an imaginary or faery mif-
trefs. Sir Toraz is not behind him in .
this extravagance.

An Elfe-queene woll I love, I wis,

For in this world no woman is
To be my make in towne,

All other women I forfake

And to an Elfe-queene I me take
By dale and ¢ke by downe.

Vo IIL Y 4.Don
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4. Dox Quixore’s paflion for this
idol of his fancy was fo violent, that, af-
ter all the bangs and bruifes of the day,
inftead of fuffering his weary limbs to
take any reft, it occupied him all night
with inceflant dreams and reveries of his
miftrefs. Sir Toraz is in the fame wo-
ful plight.

Sir Topaz eke fo weary was —
That down he laid him in that place —
Oh, faint MARY, benedicite
‘What aileth this love at me
To blind me fo fore ? ,
Me dreamed all this night parde
An Elfe-queene fhall my leman be
And fleepe under my gore.

5. As the chaftity of the hero of La
MancHa is well known, from a variety
of trying temptations, fo Sir Toraz dif-
tinguithes himfelf by this knightly virtue.

Full
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Full many a maide bright in boure

They mourne for him their paramoure,
Whan bem were bet to flecpe,

But he was chafte and no lechoure,

And fweete as is the bramble floure
That bereth the red hipe.

6. Tue fight of Sir Toraz with the
Giant of three heads, in honour of his
miftrefs,

For needes muft he fight
With a giant with heads thre,

For paramours and jolitie
Of one that fhone full bright —

together with his arming, and the whole
ridiculous preparation for the combat,
defcribed at large in feveral f{tanzas, is
exadtly in the ftyle and tafte of Cer-
VANTES, on fimilar occafions,

7. CERVANTES gives us to underftand
that it was familiar with his knight to
fleep in the open air, to endare all hard-

‘ Y2 thips
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fhips that befell, and to let his horfe graze
by him. CHAUCER, in like manner, of
his knight, with much humour.

And for he was a knight auntrous,
He nolde flepen in none houfe
~ But liggen in his hood,
His bright helme was his wanger -
And by him fed his deftrer

Of herbes fine and good.

8. AND, laftly, as CERVANTES, after
the example of the Romance-writers, will
have it, that his knight furpafles all
others of antient fame, fo DAN CHAUCER
is careful to vindicate this high preroga-
tive, to his hero.

Men fpeaken of Romances of pris
Of HorNECHILD and of IPoTIs,
Of Bevis and Sir G1E,
Of Sir LiBEaux and BLANDAMOURE ;
But Sir Topaz, he beareth the floure
Of rial chivalrie,”

Thus
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Taus far, at lealt to this effe®, the
concealed author (for the difpenfers of
thefe faery favours would not be in-
quired after) of this new interpretation
‘of the Rime of Sir Toraz. Other cir-
cumftances of refemblance might be
added (for when a well-grounded hint
of this fort is once given, and opened in
fome inftances, it is not difficult to pur-
fue it), but one needs go no further to
be certain that the general fcope of this
poem is, Burlefque.

OxvLy, I would obferve, that, though,
in this ridiculous ballad, the poet clearly
intended to expofe the romances of the
time, as they were commonly written, he
did not mean, abfolutely and under every
form, to condemn the kind of writing it-
felf : as, I think, we muft conclude from
the ferious air, amd very different con-
du&, of the SqQuIRE’s TALE; which
SpenseEr and MiLToN were fo parti-

cularly pleafed with, ,
- Y 3 - WEe
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WEe learn, too, from the fame tale,
that, though Cuauckr could be as plea-
fant on the other fooleries of Romance,
as any modern critic, he let the marvel
Jous of it efcape his. ridicule, or rather
efteemed this chara&ter of the Gothic *
Romance, no foolery. For the tale of
CaMBuscaN is all over MARVELLoOUS:
and MiLToxN, by {pecifying the virtuous
ring and glafs, and the wondrous borfe of
brafs, as the circumftances that charmed
him moft, thews very plainly, that, in his
opinion, thele amufing fi®tions were well
placed, and of principal confideration, as
they furely are, in this Faery way of
writing.

BuT, whatever our old Bard would in-
finuat¢ by his management of this en-
chanting tale,” and whatever conclufions
have, in fa&, been drawn from it by fuch
fuperior and congenial fpirits, as our
two cplc poets, the half-told ftory of

CAMBUSCAN
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CamsuscaN could never atone for the
mifchiefs done to the caufe of Romance,
by ‘the pointed-ridicule of the Rime of
Sir Toraz. Common readers would be
naturally induced by it to rejet the old
‘Romances, in the grofs: And thus it hap-
pened, according: to the obfervation, I
fet out with, “ That thefe phantoms of
« Chivalry had the misfortune to be
« Jaughed out of countenance by men of
« fenfe, before the fubftance of it had *
“ been fairly and truly reprefented by’
“ any capable writer.” "
StiLL, the principal caufe of all,
which brought difgrace on the Gothic
manners of Chivalfy, no doubt, was,-
That thefe marmmers, which fprung out
of the feudal fyftem, were as fingular, as
that {yftem itfelf: So that, when that
political conftitution vanithed : out of
Eurepe, the manners, that belonged to
it, were no longer feen or underftood.-
There was no example of any fuch man-
) Y4 ners
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ners remaining on the face of the earth:
and as they never did fubfift but once,
and are never likely to fubfift again,
people would be led of courfe to think
and fpeak of them, as romantic, and un-
natural. The confequence of which
was a total contempt and rejection of
them; while the claflic manners, as a-
rifing out of the cuftomary and ufual
fituations of humanity, would have many
archetypes, and appear natural even to
thofe who faw nothing fimilar ta them
attually fubfifting before their eyes.

Trus, though the manners of Ho-
MER are perhaps as different from our’s,
as thofe of Chivalry itfelf, yet as we
know that fuch manners always belong
to rude and fimple ages, fuch as HoMER
-paints; and a&ually fubfift at this day
in countries that are under the like cir-
cumftances of barbarity, we readily agree
to call them natural, and even take a
fond pleafure in the furvey of them,

Your

-
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Your queftion then is eafily anfwered,
without any obligation upon me to give
up the Gothic manners as vifionary and
fantaftic. And the reafon appears, why
the Faery Qyeen, one of the nobleft pro- -
du&ions of modern poetry, is fallen into
fo general a negle&, that all the zeal of
" its commentators is efteemed officious
and impertinent, and will never reftore
it to thofe honours which it has, once
for all, irrecoverably loft.

In effe&t, what way of perfuading the
generality of readers that the romantic
manners are to be accounted natural,
when not one in ten-thoufand knows
enough of the barbarous ages, in which
they arofe, to believe they ever really
exifted ? s '

Poor SPENSER then,

— = — — ¢ irf whofe gentle {pright
The pure well-head of Pocfie did dwell,”

mutt,
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muft, for ought I can fee, be left to the
admiration of a few lettered and curious
men: while the many are fworn toge-
ther to give no quarter to the marvellous,
or, which may feem ftill harder, to the
moral of his fong. '

HowEVER this great revolution in mo-
dern tafte was brought about by de-
grees; and the fteps, that led to it, may
be worth the tracing in a diftinét Letter.

~

LETTER XIL

T HE wonders of Chivalry were
ftill in the memory of men, were
ftill exifting, in fome meafure, in real
life, when Cavcer undertook to -ex-
pofe the barbarous relaters of them.

THis ridicule, we may fuppofe, haf-
tened the fall both of Chivalry and Ro-
mance. At leaft from that time the

: {pirit
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fpirit of both declined very faft, and at
length fell into fuch difcredit, that when
now SPENSER arofe, and with a genius
fingularly fitted to immortalize the land
of faery, he met with every difficulty
and difadvantage to obftru& his de-
fign, ‘

TuEe age would no longer bear the
naked letter of thefe amufing ftories;
and the poet was fo fenfible of the mif-
fortune, that we find him apologizing
for it on a hundred occafions.

But apologies, in fuch circumftances, -
rarely do any good. Perhaps, they only
ferved to betray the weaknefs of the
poet’s caufe, and to confirm the preju-
dices of his reader.

HowEgvVER, he did more than this. Ilé-
gave an air of myftery to his fubje&,
and pretended that his ftories of knights

and
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and giants were but the cover to abun-
dance of profound wifdom.

In fhort, to keep off the eyes of the
prophane from prying too nearly into
his fubje&, he threw about it the mift
of allegory: he moralized his fong: and
the virtues and vices lay hid under his
warriours and enchanters. A contrivance
which he had learned indeed from his
Italian mafters: For Tasso had con-
defcended to allegorize his own work ;
and the commentators of ArrosTo had
even converted the extravagances of the
Orlando Furiofo, into moral leflons.

Axp this, it muft be owned, was a
fober attempt in comparifon of fome pro-
jeéts that werc made about the fame time
to ferve the caufe of the old, and now-
expiring Romances. For it is to be bb-
ferved, that the idolizers of thefe ra-
mances did by them, what the votaries of
HoMER had done by him. As the

4 times
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times improved and would lefs bear his
ftrange tales, they moralized what they
could, and turned the reft into myfteries
of natural fcience. And as this laft con-
trivance was principally defigned to co-.
ver the monftrous ftories of the Pagan:
Gods, fo it ferved the lovers of Romance
to palliate the no lefs monftrous ftories
of magic and enchantments.

_ THE editor, or tranflator of the 24th
book of AMADIs DE GAULE, printed at
‘Lyons in 1577, has a preface explaining
the whole fecret, which concludes with
thefe words, “ Voyla, Le&eur, le FrutT,
qui fe peut recueiller du fens myftique
des Romans antiques par les EsPRITS
" ESLEvUS, le commun peuple foy conten-
tant de la SIMPLE FLEUR DE LA LEC-
TURE LITERALE.”

BuT to return to SPENSER; who, as
we have feen, had no better way to
take in his diftrefs, than to hide his faery
: fancies
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fancies under the myftic cover of moral
allegory. The only favourable circum-
ftance that attended him (and this no
doubt encouraged, if it did not produce
his untimely proje&t) was, that he was
fomewhat befriended jn thefe fictions,
even when interpreted according to the
Letter, by the romantic Spirit of his
age; much countenanced, and for a time
brought into frefh credit, by the roman-
tic ELizaseTH. Her inclination for the
fancics of Chivalry is well known; and
obfequious wits and courtiers would not
be wanting to feed and flatter it. In
fhort, tilts and tournaments were in
vogue: The drcadia, and the Faery
Lueen were written.

Witn thefe helps the new Spirit of
Chivalry made a fhift to fupport itfelf
for a time, when reafon was but dawn-
ing, as we may fay, and juft about to
gain the afcendant over the portentous
fpectres of the imagination. Its grow-

ing
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ing fplendour, in the end, put them all
to flight, and allowed them no quarter
even among the poets. So that MiL-
ToN, as fond as we have feen he was of
the Gothic fiGions, durft only admit them
on the bye, and in the way of fimile and
illuftration only. -

Axp this, no doubt, was the main
reafon of his relinquithing his long-pro-
jeed defign of Prince ARTHUR, at laft,
for that of the Paradife Loft; where,
inftead of Giants and Magicians, he had.
Angels and Devils to fupply him with
the marvellous, with greater probability.
Yet, though he dropped the tales, he ftill
kept to the allegories of SPENsER. And
even this liberty was thought too much,
as appears from the cenfure pafled on
his Siz and Death by the feverer critics.

Tuus at length_the magic of the old
romances was perfetly diffolved, They
began with refleting an image indeed

of
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of the feudal manners, but an image
magnified and diftorted by unfkilful de-
figners. Common fenfe being offended
with thefe perverfions of truth and na-
ture (ftill accounted the more monftrous,
as the antient manners, they pretended
to copy after, were now difufed, and
of moft men forgotten) the next ftep
was to have recourfe to allegaries. Un-
der this difguife they walked the world
a while; the excellence of the moral
and the ingenuity of the contrivance
making fome amends, and being accept-
ed as a fort of apology, for the abfur-
dity of the literal ftory.

Ux~pERr this form the tales of faery
kept their ground, and even made their
fortune at court; where they became,
for two or three reigns, the ordinary en-
tertainment of our princes. But reafon,
in the end (aflited however by party,
and religious prejudices), drove them off
the fcene, and would endure thefe Jying

wonders,
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wonders, neither in. their o pro T
fhipe, nde & :tis ansed J“Jhygm'es:;: : ?i; '
sidzilsh Atiw L lives suc saoD) s fls 207l 2
»uhaN EroRmm brshe, aeftisiibd>wib! Had:
poetry took a new turn: andidsemAufe;
who had wantoned it fo long in the world
of fition, was now conftrained; againft
her will, '
¢¢ To ftoop with difenchanted wings to truth,”
as Sir Joun DennHam fomewhere ex-
prefles her(préfene efifoféeditate, not
unhappily.

‘WHaT we have gotten by this revolu-
tion, you will fay, is a great deal of
- good fenfe. What we have loft, is a
world of fine fabling; the illufion of
which is fo grateful to the charmed
Spirit, that, in fpite of philofophy and
fathion, Faery SpEnsker ftill ranks high-
eft among the poets; I mean, with all
thofe who are either come of that houfe,
or have any kindnefs for it.

Vou. III, yA EarTH-
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EArTH-BORN Critics, my friend, may
blafpheme : o

* But all the Gops are ravifh’d with delight
% Of his celeflial fong, and mufic’y wondrous
“ miﬁt"’ . " . ; .

LTI e
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