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To TR YOUNGER MEMBERS or THE CONGREGATION
WORSHIPPING 1x BEDFORD CHAPEL.

Two considerations, beloved young Friends, appear, to my
mind, to render it peculiarly fitting that I should address
this Memorial unto you. The first is, an appropriateness
with respect to you, arising out of the kind interest which
you have so generally manifested towards the memory of
the beloved boy, of whose brief life you have herein a re-
cord: and the second, a fitness with regard to myself, as
your Minister, depending on the hope that this Memorial
might possibly contribute to the furtherance of my labours
among you, by being rendered instrumental for your guid-
ance and encouragement in following Christ. With refer-
ence to this important result—constituting the earnest and
prayerful desire of my heart on your behalf—it has appeared
to me, that the faithful record of a very lovely example
of filial affection and dutifulness, as well as of personal
piety, might, under the Divine blessing, be rendered useful ;
and the more influential, in your case—it is reasonable
to hope—from the lamented individual being personally
known to you.

Though, however, I place before you the case of a youth,
exhibiting, in very many respects, an example truly com-
mendable and worthy of imitation; yet, inasmuch as he
also was compassed with infirmities, and these infirmities
bave been, I trust, fairly represented—it behoves me to
admonish you only to aim to follow him, just so far as he
followed Christ. Statements of faults and imperfections, as
well as of graces and virtues, faithful biography demands;
—but these should serve, not for generating self-compla-
cency as to our own infirmities, but as helps to self-exami-
nation for our profit, and as warning-beacons {or olx weie-
guard. They may also serve, with the humb\e and anxiows
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follower of\Christ; |for: encouragement under the depressing
centemplation of his own depravity and sinfulness,—inas-
much as they show that sin will still abound in the flesh,
even where grace does much more abound.

Whilst, now, I would affectionately urge upon your
attentive consideration, whatever is found to have been
scripturally right in the faith, in the affections, and in the
practice of the Subject of this Memorial ;—I would especiall y
press upon you the importance of aiming after some of his
more striking characteristics,—his godly fear—his veneration
for parental authority—his simplicity of faith—his dedi-
cation of himself to God—his moral courage—his love for
the name of Christ—and his ardent aspirings after fitness
for a heavenly world. And in the faithful pursuance of
these characteristics of God’s dear children—in reliance
upon the efficacy of the atoning blood of our adorable Re-
deemer, and on the grace of His blessed Spirit—you will
at once find your happiness and wellbeing. For, with purpose
of heart, thus seeking for conformity to the will of God, you
will obtain, by Divine grace, such a preparation for the
coming of the Son of Man,—though at an hour unexpected
he should come,—that, whilst you yourselves realise the
safety and blessedness of such an acquirement, those who
affectionately and anxiously love you will, even in such an
event as the early removal of any of you, have a solid con-
solation in their day of sorrow in this blessed assurance—that
you who *“ sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.”

That the Lord Almighty may be pleased to acknowledge
this little work for the promotion of your heavenward pre-
paration, and that He may abundantly bless you in all
your ways, guiding you with His counsel here, and after-
ward receiving you to endless glory,—is the fervent desire
and prayer,

Dearly beloved,
of your affectionate Friend in the Lord,

WiLLIAM SCORESBY.
Exeter, 2nd of January, 1837.
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MEMORIAL OF A DUTIFUL SON.

CaarTER 1.

INTRODUCTORY REFLECTIONS.

The death-blow is struck—the bereav'd one now feels,
Of all men the deepest in sorrow ;

But he sees Him who wounds—the sight of Futh heals,
And the night woe turns peace on the morrow !

TrHoUGH the condition of the mourner is as
common as human mortality is universal—yet the
feelings of the real mourner cannot be fully ap-
prehended but in the very travail of nature’s woe.
And when that time comes, the bereaved ones
then feel,—that is, in regard to the sensibilities of
the natural mind,—that they, of all men, are
most miserable. To them comes no mitigation
from the commonness of their lot; to them it is
no consolation to know that, at every beat of their
pulse from their birth, similar bereavements have
been experienced by some one or other of the
family of man ; to them there is little support to
be derived from the consciousness that they are
themselves mortal, and must also die,—but they
feel as if their place stood most prominent axhd
B



()

INTRODUCTORY REFLECTIONS.

the woes of the earth, and they suffer as poig-
nantly as 1f they suffered alone. For, with respect
to human mortality, the whole world may be con-
sidered, as it has been strikingly represented, as
¢ a vast funeral procession,’ in which view, every
one in turn becomes chief mourner, or is carried,
as a corpse, at the head of the solemn pageant.

- Hence, though for six thousand years the affec-
tions of man have been accustomed to be torn
asunder with unrelenting severity, and the nearest
and dearest relations to be summarily dissolved ;
yet, when the mortal stroke penetrates our dwel-
ling, and enters the heart of the beloved one—the
catastrophe seems as new, and the suffering is as
pungent, as if the thing had never happened
before !

We speak not here of woe, as it is realized
under the gracious supports of faith derivable
from Him who hath appointed the woe as the
penalty of sin, and, being sanctified, as medicine
for the disease of sin; but merely of the eflects
of painful bereavements on the natural affections.
For these—in proportion to the tenderness of the
attachments and susceptibility of the mourners—
are similarin all ; whilst the consolations derivable
from godliness, though more or less open to every
one, are, unhappily, effectually realised but by
few.

Deeply, therefore, as the bereaved parent who
writes this memorial has felt on the occasion
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which has called it forth ; he is aware that he
has only felt as others afllicted, who, like himself,
lament the loss of a chief object of affection—or
as one that mourneth for his first-born. Never-
theless, his circumstances have placed him in that
out-standing position, whereby it hath now, in
the wisdom of God, become his turn, by the
instincts of nature, to put forth ¢the voice of
lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning,
for the beloved child which is not” But whilst
nature calls forth the tears of sorrow,—blessed be
God, who hath enabled him, in the midst of
sorrow, to realize many precious and solid conso-
lations! He mourns the loss of a singularly
endeared child; but he feels that his loss is the
departed one’s gain. He mourns a ruptured bond
of deep and mutual affection ; but mourns not as
one without hope, for he believes that he who
hath suddenly passed away, hath as suddenly been
received into the realms of glory. He mourns
the loss of an object, dearest to him, except the
wife of his bosom, of any creature or thing upon
earth; but he is supported in his mourning by the
animating persuasion that ‘he is not dead, but
sleepeth in Jesus’ ! And whilst-he mourns over
this peculiar and heart-touching bereavement,
he mourns not in complaint ; yea, rather, know-
ing that He who appoints affliction, appoints it
for good—that He who chastises by his 1o,
evinces his love in the chastisement—thet Re

B 2
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who does his own pleasure in the earth, pleaseth
to work all things for the best—that He who has
a right to rule over us as a Sovereign Lord, the
rather rules as a merciful Father—that He who is
the author of afflictive dispensations, as well as of
good, afflicteth not willingly—that He who spareth
not us from the rod in his Fatherly compassion,
spared not his own Son, in order that he might
have compassion ;—knowing all these things to
" be truth, and that for every trial and affliction
there is a needs-be, and believing moreover that
in the visitations of mortality, the time best for
the living, and best for him that is taken away, is
chosen by infinite wisdom,—in humbleresignation
he would desire to glorify God, and say, “ The
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away;
blessed be the name of the Lord!”

Under theseimpressions,—as to the gain which
hath arisen to the dear departed one by his
removal from the evil to come, and as to the
mercy of the dispensation to those bereaved,—he
finds it a soothing as well as a satisfactory em-
ployment, both to call to mind the more memor-
able particulars in the brief life of the child so
dear to him, and to put down in writing such
records of him as memory, and a few notes
happily preserved of his early years, with his
letters of a later period, might supply.

Teignmouth, January 5th, 1835.



CaarTeR 1I1.
FREDERICK'S INFANCY AND EARLY CHILDHOOD.

'Tis lovely in infant minds early to trace,

The work of the Spirit—the dawning of Grace ;
*Tis lovely to hear, then, the infant lips raise,
The offering grateful—the utt’rance of praise !

LirTLE can be expected of incident or adventure,
calculated to interest the general reader, in the
Memoirs of a mere child. For it is the adven-
tures and “fortunes” of this life, chiefly, in which -
the history of their fellow-men wins the atten-
tion, and moves the feelings of the world at
large. The irreligious, or the merely formal in
religion, can have no ‘sympathy with the ex-
perience of the Children of God ;—for even as
the Bible, to such men, is a sealed book, so
religious biography, to them, is an unapprehend-
ed history. But with the believer in Revelation,
who has received the truth as it is in Jesus,—with
him whose heart the Lord has opened, or even
softened, by the operation of His Spirit,—there
will be found something to engage the attention
in every exhibition of the progress of Divine
Grace in the world ; a2 responsive sympathy Wi\
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be felt in the factsof/any actnal conflict betwixt
the fleshly and spiritual man—betwixt the powers
of nature and of grace,—so that the simple ex-
perience of a child, in which something is mani-
fested of the great power of God working for the
regeneration of his original nature, will not be
considered as unworthy of attention, and may not
prove too insignificant to interest the heart. “The
~ things of the Spirit,”” indeed, which constitute
the basis of religious biography, are of everlast-
ing moment. They are matter of actual and
earnest interest among the angels in the presence
of God; and they will probably constitute, be-
cause of their momentous bearings, the subject
of perpetual contemplation and praise, with the
redeemed, throughout eternity. These things,
then, cannot be without interest to the heirs of
eternity.

It is in the firm conviction of the truth of these
sentiments, that the writer is encouraged to put
forth this humble memorial,—a memorial which
claims not consideration either from remarkable
temporal incident, or from distinguished spiritual
attainments ; but merely from the circumstance
of its being calculated to yield a real, and, it is
hoped, not altogether unprofitable, example of
the operation of the Holy Spirit of God on the
heart, and in the experience, of the dear youth
to which it refers.



INFANCY AND EARLY CHILDHOOD. 7

The subject of |this| memorial, the second son
of the author, was born at Whitby, on the 5th of
November—a day memorable in the annals of our
country—in the year 1818. He was baptized on
the 9th of the same month, by the name—having
reference, in part, to a much-loved friend, then
Minister of the Chapel of Ease at Whitby—ot
Freperick RicHarp HoLLoway. As an infant,
and for several years afterwards, he was a very
delicate, ‘and, though without any organic or
other special disease, sickly child. His limbs
were peculiarly slight and feeble, and his frame
altogether so fragile, that little prospect was held
out to us of his being reared.

Whilst yet in his first year of life, he was
removed to Liverpool, on occasion of my engaging
in a whale-fishing co-partnery in that port, and
establishing my family there. Cherished by his
affectionate Mother’s ever watchful care, and by
‘the unwearied attention of a warmly attached
nurse, he continued not merely to exist under his
feeble constitution, but to make some small pro-
gress in growth and energy.

He was a peculiarly playful child—ingenious
in the invention of original gambols, and amusing
in his exhibitions of them ; at the same time so
intelligent and observant, that long before he
could speak plain, he was strikingly subject to
Jparental controul. As it was a rule with us
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never to give anything to) archild for which it
cried—unless the food for which nature in the
first instance thus made its solicitation—he was
rarely known to cry unless hurt, or in pain from
sickness. In any instance, indeed, inwhich tears
and sobbing might have been elicited in conse-
quence of the deprivation of anything he desired,
—he was wont, from his conviction of the useless-
ness of these for obtaining his wishes, to make
the most interesting efforts to subdue his feelings,
smiling through his tears, and sometimes ex-
hibiting a mixture of incongruous expression in
his countenance—the sadness of the heart, and
the effort to express a smile—both curious and
amusing.

At the age of three and a half years, a severe
visitation came upon him and our household, in
the lamented removal, from our happy domestic
circle, of his singularly affectionate mother. At
the time of this painful bereavement, I was myself
traversing the Arctic Seas in pursuit of my pro-
fession :—my return presented a sad and distress-
ing contrast to former joys. The day of usual ex-
ultation and happiness, was covered, as it were,
with a mourning vail of deepest woe. In this dis-
pensation, my poor boys lost a mother, whose sole
anxiety towards them was their well-being for
time and eternity,—and myself, a wife who was
devoted to my happiness. My elder boy, William,
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was of an age to feel the bereavement he had sus-’
tained, and to be in a measure aware of the many
endearments of which he was deprived by the
melancholy event ; but Frederick was too young
either to appreciate her value or to estimate his
loss.

From this time, for some years, his devoted
nurse—a woman homely in her exterior and man-
ners, but sensible and thoughtful in mind, and
ardently attached to myself and my children—
was his principal guardian, and ministering at-
tendant, in time of my absence from home.
My elder son was placed early at school, as a
boarder, in an establishment in Cheshire; but
Frederick was, from age and delicacy of constitu-
tion, necessarily kept at home. The unremitting
attention and judicious care of his nurse, indeed—
who, in attacks of sickness, a circumstance of fre-
quent occurrence with him, was almost constantly
by him both day and night—were the means, un-
questionably, in the hands of Providence, of his
ever having survived the days of his infancy.

From his delicacy of constitution, the child’s
limbs and back became bent, and tended to
slightdeformity ; but by her watchful care, mainly,
in applying the instruments obtained for his legs,
and stays for the supporting of his back, he was
saved from the threatened calamity: so that
after two or three years ot;; careful application of

B
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these important supports, they were enabled to
be abandoned “altogether,” and mno deformity

- whatever, but only the constitutional delicacy of
body, and feebleness of growth, remained.

In Frederick, were very strikingly elicited, and
at a very early age, the peculiar marks and
features of his natural character. Orderliness,
carefulness, obedience, and a singular perception
of devotional things, were among the pleasing
characteristics of his mind, which were very con-
spicuous even before his mother’s death. His
play-things were not destroyed, as they are by
many children, but generally kept with careful-
ness. Orders that were given to him would be
often kept in mind for days together: and the
devotions of the family became so early appre-
hended by him—in appearance at least—that from
the age of two years he never, that I remember,
disturbed us or became disorderly during prayers.
He seemed indeed, whilst yet an infant, to have
pleasure in attending the devotions of the family
altar—exhibiting neither impatience whilst they
were in progress, nor satisfaction because of their
termination ;~his only manifestation of joy being
elicited on claiming the usual kiss, after each
devotional service, which was the appointed ex-
pression of approbation of his conduct. So sin-
gularly attentive was he to the decorums of
Divine worship, not only at home,but in public,
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that, long before the loss of his mother, we were
enabled 'to''take"him -'to' church, without either
risk or anxiety respecting his good behaviour.
And this conduct was the more striking, because
at other times, when in health, he frequently
evinced an uncommon exuberance of spirits,
skipping about and . playing like a kitten, mi-
micking the animals with which he happened
to be familiar, or restlessly pursuing his other
original little frolics. This was not less remark-
able, moreover, considering the impatience and
irritableness of his temper,—which, having con-
nection,apparently, with his nervous susceptibility
from disease, were observable at an early age,
and indeed remained as a thorn in the flesh, and
as a blemish in his character, though greatly con-
tended against, to within a very short period
of the termination of his earthly pilgrimage.

He was fond of being in the room with me,
though I might be so engaged as to be able to
yield to him but little or no attention. In that
case, he was willing to amuse himself with such
things as might be given him, for long intervals
together, seldom breaking in upon me, unless
cautiously and gently from any occasional want,
and then turning as quietly as before to his
employment or amusement. His regard to the
orders which were given him, when I was out of

~ sight, was very remarkable. If I had occasion to
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leave my library, when he only was present with
me there, T 'felt' the fullest assurance that any
caution or injunction I might lay upon him would
be strictly regarded. IfI warned him not to
approach the fire in my absence, he would warm
himself, if he needed it, at a considerable dis-
tance ; or if I cautioned him against meddling
with my papers, which sometimes lay open and
loose about the table or desk, he would be sure
to observe the injunction and avoid them ; or if L
warned him against coming near any valuable in-
struments or apparatus which might be in the
room, he would not only attend to the warning,
but when he had occasion to go into the forbidden
part of the room, he has been frequently observed
to place his hands behind his back, whilst look-
ing for what he wanted, lest he might inadvert.
ently touch them !

Such was the confidence that I felt in his
attention to anymncuon of this kind in my
absence, that, in“innumerable instances, I left
him alone in my room, sometimes for houxs to-
gether—among very important papers scattered
about the tables, and very valuable instruments
placed in different exposed situations—and never,
in any case, was he known to misplace the
papers or injure the instruments. Sometimes he
would request permission to look out of the
window, which was usually granted: kneeling
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on a chair, he would open the blind, and then
amuse himself with quietly watching what was
passing in the street.

In this representation of his orderliness and
obedience, it is not intended to be implied that
the dear child was without faults ; human nature
may be amiable, but canriot be faultless. His chief
failings had their origin either in natural quickness
of temper—or in uncontrollable giddiness when
animated with his frolicks. When he went be-
yond what was pleasant, and was carried away
by his feelings to a rejection of due restraints, he
was occasionally corrected—his usual punishment
being confinement, which was a real punishment
to one of so animated a spirit, to a fixed position
and state of constrained rest. For this discipline
he was seated on an ottoman, or stool, and or-
dered to remain there for a given period of time
—an order which I do not remember him ever

~to have infringed. I could leave the room whilst

he was so seated, enjoining him to sit still, and
invariably found him strictly conforming to the
injunction till he was regularly released.

These little particulars—the mere dumb-shew
of slightly disciplined nature—may appear to
some readers of this volume of too trifling a de-
scription to be worthy of being formally recorded:
perhaps they are so; but those who are parents,
will excuse the record of such little remembrances,
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which, whilst, illustrative of character, are so
endearing to a father.

But even at this early age, whilst he yet spoke
but with a stammering tongue, the thoughts to
which he occasionally gave utterance were not
merely striking, as the expressions of children
often are, but withal of so pious a character as
may justify a more particular mention of them.
And some memoranda of his conduct and obser-
vations belonging to this date, when he was
“about six years of age, having been preserved, I
am enabled to select such particulars concerning
him—however common-place to some they may
appear—as may serve fairly to illustrate the real
character of his early religious views and feelings.
* Under the date of January 25th, 1825, his
nurse, writing to me in London respecting the
dear child, gave the following statement :—* Fre-
derick asked me to-night, if, when he went to
heaven, Jesus Christwould give him a new heart?
I asked him what made him think of it? He
said he remembered reading in a book about a
passionate little girl who had prayed for a new
heart, and he should like to have one. I then
asked him what he would do to obtain a new
heart?” and he sensibly answered  that he
would pray to Jesus Christ for one.”

His brother William, in a letter written about
the same period, made the following mention of
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him:—*Frederick, is well, and has been so ever
since you left. ~ In the morning after you left, he
awoke very early, whilst it was dark, and began
to sing his hymns; and observed to his nurse,—
‘Betty, I thought I would sing my hymns that it
would please God to send papa back again.’
When he arose from his bed, the first thing he
did he said his prayers—praying that God would
bless papa, and send him safe home. He was then
ready to cry because he did not know what else to
say ;—Betty told him to say ‘svon,’ and then he
was satisfied.”

At this period of his life he was particularly
fond of listening to any religious reading, fre-
quently asking to have something read out to him
“ about Jesus Christ.”” With a child’s monthly
publication, containing anecdotes and little religi-
ous stories, he often employed himself in search-
ing for the name of Christ. He appeared to
regard it in preference to a mere picture-book,
“because,”” as he was wont to say, “it is a good
book, and I love to look at good books !”

Like most children he was very fond of prints
—but those illustrative of Scripture History he
preferred above all others. Representations of
Christ were sought out by him with great indica-
tions of interest; and, next to these, he seemed
the most pleased with illustrations of the History
of Joseph. From these, with the answers of
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questions to which they gave rise, he learnt, when
but a tottering child, the principal details of the
incidents to which they severally referred; and it
was his great delight to be told of something
about the Life or Miracles of the Saviour. The
reading at family worship obtained, with reference
to these favourite subjects, a striking earnestness
of attention with him—so that he was generally
enabled, if questioned, to repeat some portion of
the substance of what he had heard, after the
conclusion of the prayers.

In the memoranda already referred to, I find
some other particulars belonging to the period of
this Chapter, from which are derived the follow-
ing extracts :—

“What is usually a task to children of his age,
—such as the learning of Catechisms, &c.,—is
his choice and enjoyment. Even of the Church
Catechism, which is so much above his compre-
hension, he has learnt more than one-half by
heart, and seems to have a decided pleasure in
repeating it. Hymns he is also fond of learning,
and, in his imperfect way, of singing ;—which he
is in the habit generally of doing, though often
out of tune, when in Church. I never saw a
child”’—this observation might be the result of a
parent’s partiality—“who had the same desire for
every thing good, or so much apparent aversion
to whatever he apprehended to be evil. The
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things whichto/ hwnan natore generally are irk-
some and unpleasing, seem to afford to him a real
and prevalent enjoyment. Surely, such effects, so
contrary to the natural mind,—which is declared to
be averse from the things of the Spirit, and at en-
mity against God,—must be the work of the Holy
Ghost!  May the Lord bless the lad, and spare
him, and cause him to grow in wisdom, strength,
and stature, and in favour with God and man.”
—March 5, 1825.

The same records furnish further particulars
indicative of Frederick’s attention in the services
of the Sanctuary, and illustrative of the nature
of his observations on the discourses he heard.
«—On one occasion, on my return from church,
he repeated to me a long text which he had
heard, with numerous and correct details of
the sermon. He then questioned me about
the subject to which I had been attending (in
another place of worship), and I repeated to him
our text—*“The door was shut,’—with some few
of the circumstances of the interesting parable
connected with it. When I came to the mention
of the words of the text, he immediately took up
the subject, and remarked, that on the arrival of
the foolish virgins with their lamps they said—
“ Lord, wilt thou be pleased to open the door
But Jesus Christ said, “I know you not,”” and re-
fused to let them in. The whole subjecy, Indeed,
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.seemed quite/familiar| toohim; for he stated the
leading facts of the parable with considerable
precision as to the order of the circumstances, and
with almost perfect accuracy.

- During the period of ‘my absence from home
in the spring of the year 1825, the spare apart-
ments of the house I rented in Liverpool, were
let to an occasional occupant—a lady from Ja-
maica—with a reservation of sufficient accommo-
dation for myself in the event of my returning
whilst she remained. 'With this individual, who
was of an amiable and Christian disposition,
Frederick soon formed an acquaintance, and
became a great favourite. One morning, in the
month of March, Frederick, having unceremoni-
ously made his way into her apartment while she
was dressing, was rebuked for the intrusion, and
requested to go away till she was dressed: “I
only wanted to tell you,”” said he, with the ear-
nestness of simplicity, rather than the impulse of
forwardness—* that I have been praying for you!”
“And what, my dear, did you pray for, for me?”’
was the enquiry. He repeated to her a very
appropriate and important petition or two, with
reference to her conversion, which he had been
using; and then questioning, he added, “Have
you said your prayers’—if you pray to Jesus
Christ, he will give you everything that is good
for you!” ’ ,
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Having about [thesame)period made himself
peculiarly pleasing to a lady who called at the
house, she said to the winning child,—“I will
bring you a little sweetheart to see you.”” On his
expressing much satisfaction at the proposal, one
present asked him what he would do with her?
““Oh,” he promptly replied, “ I will teach her to
love Jesus Christ, and that will make her good
and happy.”

Would to God that this were the purpose ot
mind of all who, in the Providence of God, are
brought together either in circumstances of mutual
dependence, or in the nearest relation of life—that
they might exercise towards each other this
grand Christian duty, and urge on one another this
grand Christian precept—to love the Lord Jesus
Christ, as the essential source of personal goodness
and happiness here, as well as of anassured felicity
hereafter! May the single and persevering object
of both the writer and reader, in respect to those
with whom we have intercourse, be, to persuade
them to seek for the personal endowment of love
to Christ, in order to their being made at once
good and happy !

Whilst the lady referred to was domiciled with
us, an important change took place in her con-
dition; and an addition was made to the inmates
of our house, till such time as a special residence
could be provided, by the introduction of the gen-
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tleman to,whom she had, become united. This
circumstance is mentioned, because of an impor-
tant incident that arose out of it; by which,not
only the property in the house was threatened,
but the safety of the dear child and his nurse
placed in some jeopardy. .

Soon after the event by which our inmate
became the wife of Mr. K. , & large party
was entertained in the house, by the newly-
married pair, at dinner. On this dccasion a con-
siderable quantity of my plate was in requisition ;
with the arrangement of which the servant of
. Mr. K—— was entrusted, who, after the dinner,
returned it to my responsible servant, Betty.

This was no souner done, than Robert, the ser-
vant, [I forget his Christian name, but it may be
convenient so to designate him,] took his depar-
ture, ostensibly for the house where his wife and
himself had lodgings—retiring with so heavy and
noisy a step along the passage, as to occasion a
remonstrance that he would disturb those who
.had gone to rest—and then flung-to the door,
which did not shut easily, so that the vibration
was distinctly heard in the apartment he had left.

Previous to retiring to her bed,—which she did

not find herself at liberty to do till near two in
the morning,—the faithful Betty proceeded to the
examination and securing of the windows and
doors, when, to her surprise, she found the door
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by which Robert had gone out, standing open :
this circumstance, however, she readily accounted
for, from the difficulty with which the spring-lock
could be made to catch. Just as she had lain
herself down to rest, the child being already
asleep, she was alarmed by hearing a sound, as of
a person breathing strongly beneath her bed ; and
listening to assure herself of it, she found to her
dismay that some one was certainly concealed, and
sleeping there! Notwithstanding her terror, her
‘prudence was singularly manifested, in her slip-
ping softly and sileptly away, that she might
obtain assistance and protection before the daring
intruder should be awoke. In great agitation she
proceeded to the room of Mr. K— , and then
to mine—awakening us severally with the alarm-
ing, but suppressed, cry—*“O Sir, there is a man
in the house!” Seizing a sword which happened
to be near me, I rushed down stairs, and—on
obtaining a light in the library by means of an
apparatus in which a stream of hydrogen gas was
ignited by a spark from an attached electro-
phorus—found the whole house assembled, Mr.
K——— standing armed with an Indian club at
the door of the housekeeper’s apartment, with
Betty herself trembling with anxiety for the
safety of the beloved child, whom, in her tetror,
she had left unprotected. On entering the room,
wo one encountered us; but, on searching around,
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we found a person coiled up against the wall
beneath the bed, who, on being urged to come
out, proved to be Robert, the faithless servant of
Mr. K — ! To the question of his master,
—*‘what had sent him there’ ? he at first bluntly
replied—“The Devil!” But subsequently he
began to try to excuse himself, under the plea,
that he had drunk so much porter that he had
become stupid, and did not know where he was,
or what he was doing. The fact was, however,—
asother circumstances eventually showed,—that it
was a subtle and deep-laid plan for robbing the
house. He had seen all the plate placed together
as he had urged; he had retired from the room
where it was deposited, bidding the housekeeper
“good night;’’ and he had rendered his progress -
through the passage, as well as his going out of the
door, obvious, by the noise he made,—so that no
doubtcould have been entertained of the fact of his
having gone home, as he said, to his wife. Having
thus produced the required impression on the
mind of the housekeeper; and, by leaving the
door open, having afforded ground for the natural
suspicion, that some prowling thief had taken
advantage of this apparently accidental circum-
stance, secreting himself in one of the cellars or
elsewhere, for pillaging the house;—he well ap-
prehended, that, in the event of his carrying off
all the plate, no suspicion could reasonably
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attach to him, But the liberality with which he
had indulged himself, at the expence of his
master, was at once overruled, in the good provi-
dence of God, for the defeating of his design, and
for the safety of Betty and the child, whose lives
might have been greatly imperiled had he found
himself discovered by them: for when he had
obtained a secret and unsuspected lodgment in
the very apartment where his hoped-for treasure
lay, and only had to wait for an easy possession of
it till the occupants were asleep,—the narcotic
effect of the porter he had drunk overcame his
watchfulness, so that in his sleepy unconscious-
ness his presence was discovered. Mr. K ,
indeed, from a too ready credulity, was imposed
upon by his insidious servant, so as to accredit
his statement, and to receive him back into
favour. But he paid dearly for his adventurous
kindness ; for in a few months after his entrance
~ upon his new residence, suspicions of his being
wronged were repeatedly excited, till at length
he found the plausible Robert to be engaged in a
regular course of pillage on his property,—an
extraordinary variety of specific acts of theft -
being clearly traced to him, and many of the
stolen articles found deposited with the pawn-
brokers!




Cuarter IlI.

CIRCUMSTANCES OF HIS CHILDHOOD, WHILST
RESIDENT AT BRIDLINGTON QUAY.

What sign shall attest that we love thee, O Lord ?
Whereby shall we srove that our “ootsteps are right ?
He is blesaed ’tis said, who loving thy W
By day therein feeds—on it ponders by mght

IN the summer of the year 1825, having myself
been admitted to Holy Orders, I found it expe-
dient to break up my small establishment in
Liverpool, in order to remove my family into
Yorkshire, where my first cure of souls lay. There
being no parsonage, neither suitable residence at
Bessingby, the parish to which I had my title
for orders, I tovk lodgings at Bridlington Quay,
about a mile and a half distant.

The strong and disinterested affection of Fre-
derick’s nurse was, on this occasion, very pleas-
ingly evinced. As, in the lodgings which I had
taken, the family to which the house belonged
had engaged to give me every requisite attend-
ance, I had not designed to take any servant of
my own, but had wished and requested my faith-
ful housekeeper to accept a sitnation of very amp]e
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and superior remuneration to.what she had hither-
to had, which was offered to her in the family of
a friend. But she positively refused,—with tears
in her eyes requesting only to be permitted to
accompany me, and attend upon the children,
and she would require no wages ; her meat, she
said, would be sufficient, and she should be
thankful for that! Of course I did not agree to
such a proposal ; but, at the same time, could no
longer feel justified in leaving behind me, one so
faithful, and so strongly attached.

In the month of October, 1825, my two boys,
with their careful attendant, arrived at my new
abode at Bridlington Quay. To them it was a
residence as interesting in circumstance and re-
creation, as to myself the adjoining parish was, -
from its being the scene of my first ministerial la-
bours. The sea-shore was, naturally, a place of
much attraction ; and many of the pictures, pre-
sented by the contiguous expanse of waters, were
appreciable by all. Besides the general beauty of
the scene, produced by the fine broad curvature of -
Bridlington Bay, with its bold headland on the
left—as you look outward from the beach—and
its attenuating shore, gradually sinking into the
ocean, on the right,—the character of that beauty
was ever changing, according to the alterations
in the wind or sky, besides acquiring new features
of interest from the aspect of the numerous

c
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shipping  frequenting this coast. Sometimes,
indeed, the whole Bay was crowded with vessels ;
each of these being an object of picturesque in-
terest in the general mass. Now, perhaps,a multi-
tudinous fleet is seen crouching to leeward of the
bold headland of Flamborohgh, riding out,beneath
its acceptable shelter, the dangerous and fierce-
blowing north-easter ;—anon, the storm being
done, or the wind having veered favourably round,
a hundred vessels or more, so recently lying sta-
tionary and passive, appear as if individually im-
bued with animation,—every one simultaneously
beginning to spread the previously close-folded
canvas to the breeze, which, with the cheerful
cries of the sailors, heaving up their anchors, re-
sounding to the shore, conveys the impression of
an awakening-up of the vast deep to universal life.
The contemplation of scenes of this kind, of
frequent occurrence on this interesting coast, ex-
cited in the different individuals amongst us an
exhilarating sympathy in the general animation ;
whilst the daily frequenting of the pier or the
beach afforded occasional little adventures, and
sometimes, during the winter’s storms, scenes of
deep and affecting interest, to which even the
youngest became dn some measure alive. As to
adventures, though little of peril was in our cir-
cumstances to be apprehended, yet we were not
without their experience, and that in a manner
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calculated to serve as memorials of Providential
mercies. On one occasion, during our residence
at Bridlington Quay, a trial happened to be
making in the harbour, of Captain Manby’s very
ingenious and successful device—of a shot, with
an attached rope, fired from a mortar—for ob-
taining a communication betwixt any stranded
- vessel and the shore, and by means of such com-
munication for the rescuing of the people. Whilst
this was going on, one of our little party happened
to be taking the enjoyment of the sea air and
animating view from the contiguous pier, as little
conscious, as it was possible to be, of the remotest
liability to danger. But it so occurred, that the
experimental vessel, over which a rope was pro-
posed to be carried by means of the projected
shot, lay in the line betwixt the mortar and our
unconscious adventurer—so that neither. he, nor
the managers of the apparatus, were visible to
each other. A solitary individual, however, ad-
vancing along the pier, beckoned his attention
with the admonishing cry,—* Take care! the shot
will come this way.” Only a moment’s interval
was afforded to the exposed visiter for profiting
by the friendly warning: so that he had but
moved a very few paces in retreat,*when a fierce
and alarming hissing in the air was heard directly
_ over his head, and the swift-descending shot from

the mortar fell within a few yards of the spot on

' c2
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which he had been loitering! In this case was
realised an experience calculated again to verify
the too-little apprehended truth,—that even in
the safest apparent condition in life, there is but
a step betwixt us and death !

But we return to the more special object of the
present Memorial, with the expression of the
hope, that the writer’s vivid association of these
interesting scenes, with the early history of the
beloved child, may justify this, and some other
incidental descriptions.

During the first half-year after our arrival at
Bridlington Quay, I undertook, in addition to my
professional duties, the education of my two boys.
But I eventually found, that this tedious and daily
occupation engaged too much of my time, to
enable me, satisfactorily to myself, to do my duty
to two small parishes, in addition to Bessingby,
the charge of which I had been induced to under-
take. My eldest son, therefore, was placed with
a clergyman at Driffield,—Frederick still remain-
ing with me.

" The records hitherto given of this interesting
child—endeared to me by his ardency of affection,
playful simplicity, reverential obedience, and, in
no small degree, by his delicacy and feebleness—
have been chiefly in reference to his character
and behaviour. But I have now to speak, more
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particularlyy of /the/condition cand development
of his mind. .

From his general delicacy of health, it was not
deemed prudent to subject him to that process of
scholastic discipline and- instruction to which
more robust children of his age are usually put;
nor, indeed, could he, from his frequent ailing
condition, have possibly been kept under any regu-
lar course of instruction. Hitherto, therefore, but
mere domestic instruction had been afforded him,
and that only to the extent of reading,—except
as to religious knowledge, which, being the one-
thing most needful, had been made the prominent
subject. At Bridlington Quay, however, his
strength being improving, and his limbs begin-
ning to get straighter, he was put into the school
of a respectable female, where he made some
progress in elementary matters. But his ad-
vancement in spiritual perceptions was the only
thing remarkable. In ordinary attainments, in-
deed, he was backward for his years; but in this
—the essential concern of life, and the chief ob-
ject of our creation—the Spirit of the Lord seems
to have blessed him in no common degree. His
devotional aspect, when present during divine
worship in public, or in the services of the family
altar, was, as has been seen, even in infancy,
striking and interesting ; but it could not then be
ascribed to any knowledge of the business W
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which hé was engaged, but rather to the goodly
sympathiés of a tractable disposition, developed,
nevertheless, by that blessed Spirit who, €out of
the mouths of babes and sucklings, has, at other
times, perfected praise.” But now there was an
acquirement of real spiritual knowledge, with, in
many respects, an acting upon what he knew,
which wasvery striking. Hehad longbeen taught,
as children usually are taught, “to say their
prayers;” but Frederick, even at this early age
of betwixt six and seven, was guided, doubtless,
by a spiritual influence, to make sapplication also
extemporarily for such things as he felt he wanted,
or for persons in whom he felt special interest.
One of his prayers, about this period of his life
(1826), which was overheard and reported to me
by his nurse, was truly remarkable. The circum-
stance occurred on a Saturday evening, after his
usual particular ablutions, when, previous to re-
tiring to his bed, he knelt down by a chair at the
extremity of the room, for the purpose of prayer.
After a few of his usual sentences of petition,
Betty’s attention was attracted by hearing him
mention, with much earnestness of expression,
the names of the heads of a kind and much-en-
deared family, with whom we had for a few days
resided just previous to our departure from Liver-
pool. His prayer contained, as at the time I was
assured, these striking words:—*“God bless Dr.
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and Mrs. -——; |give them a new heart, and create
a right spirit within them: put it into their hearts
to buy a new Bible, and to have family-prayer,
morning and evening ; and help them to love
Jesus Christ more and more !’ Perhaps no series
of petitions, within the same compass, which he
could well have offered, would be considered by
the Christian reader as embodying more important
or appropriate subjects of supplication than these.

Soon after our arrival at our residence in York-
shire, Frederick was attacked with a dangerous
illness :—he was reduced to the very borders of
the grave. I prayed and wept by his couch,
which we had removed to my sitting-room, as
over one dying. But, under the good providence
of God, his life was unexpectedly preserved, in-
strumentally by his promptness and readiness to
take whatever was administered to him. For,
from the nature of his complaint, it was found
necessary to produce a constant action in the
bowels, by means of medicine taken at regular
intervals both day and night. Though almost
too feeble to raise himself, he took the repugnant
draught the moment it was presented to him,
neither questioning nor hesitating for a moment.
The complaint at length was subdued, and in
a few days his natural liveliness returned, and
was succeeded by complete restoration.

In the summer of 1826, Bible Associations
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were established at Bridlington Quay, Bridling-
ton, and some neighbouring towns and villages,
and the whole of the country, for nearly ten miles
round, was brought under the operation of Mr.
Dudley’s admirable system*. Frederick attended
the meetings held at Bridlington and at the Quay,
and was much pleased with the speaking, especial-
ly with the illustrative anecdotes. Being well ac-
quainted with the design of the Associations, he
expressed a wish, (as hitherto he had only pos-
sessed a Testament,) to subscribe for a Bible. This
desire being of course approved, he forthwith gave
up the whole of his weekly allowance of pence, and
cheerfully denied himself such little indulgences
as that allowance was wont to supply, till his sub-
scription was complete,—meanwhile calculating,
or inquiring the period, withincreasing interest as
the time advanced, at which he would be entitled
to the Bible, and then, greatly exulting, when he
received it. Previously he had had a peculiar reve-
rence for ‘God’s Book ;* but the process by which

® The result of this experiment, on the efficacy of Bible Associa-
tions, is worthy of being recorded. In the year preceding that referred
to (1825), the entire proceeds of subscriptions derived from Bridlington
and the contiguous district, on behalf of the British and Foreign
Bible Society, amounted, 1 am informed, but to £42, with a circula-
tion of Bibles and Testaments of about eighty copies only. After the
town of Bridlington, with the Quay, and the principal villages around,
had been brought under .the operation of Mr. Dudley’s admirable
system, the income collected for the Society, within the district before
ified, amounted to £430, with a circulation of 1260 copies of the
Sacred Volume, in one year!
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he had obtained his own copy, served, according to
very usual experience, greatly to enhance it to him.
He wasmuch delighted with it—read it frequently
for hours at a time; and for a long period, I be-
lieve for nearly a year together, was wont to carry
either his Bible or Testament, with a little col-
lection of Hymns, up to his bed with him at
night. In a few days he learnt, of his own ac-
cord, the names and order of most of the books
of the Old Testament; and when reading his
“ Sermons for Children,” or “ Infant’s Progress,”
(books which had been presented to him,) he was
in the habit, unsolicited, of turning up the different
passages referred to, and carefully reading them.

A crib was obtained for him that he might
now sleep alone, which was placed by the side of
my bed, and he was permitted to come to me
every morning some little time previous to
my rising. When I was disposed to listen to
him, he was always ready to talk on serious
subjects ; and, wild and giddy as at other times
he frequently was, he became immediately grave
and sober when we began to converse on religious
subjects, and he was always ready and delighted
to speak about Christ.

One morning, in the month of January, 1827,
he had come to my bed as usual, and was lying
there, and talking with me, whilst I was in pro-
gress of dressing. He began of his own accord

c3
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to speak on the subject of conversion, and on the
necessity of that great work for admission into
heaven. Implicitly receiving this essential doc-
trine of the Christian faith, and not altogether
feeling the evidences which he had been taught
to require, he expressed his fears that he was not
quite ready : ¢ he should be delighted, he said,
‘to be in heaven, but was afraid he had not got a
new heart!” After a short interval of apparent
thoughtfulness, in which he appears to have been
meditating on his spiritual condition, he said,—
“Papa! I'm afraid I hav’n’t got a new heart,
for I have so many bad tricks yet: but, then, I
think I’'m a little better, for I've got off some of
my silly tricks’’—referring to an occasional giddy
habit, and making of faces,—*“and I never forget
to pray morning and evening: But, Papa!” he
added,—looking at me in much earnestness, and
in his evident anxiety lifting himself up in his
bed—* Papa ! do you think Jesus Christ will let
me into heaven with kalf a new heart I’

Reading and singing were daily occupations
with him. If he got hold of a book with which
he was not previously acquainted, he would read
observantly, that he might judge of its character
—for if he found not the name of God or Christ
in it, he inferred, from his self-devised test which
he continued to apply, that “it was not a good
book;” and, generally, unless it was a work on
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- natural history with prints, would lay it aside.
For singing he always chose hymns, and gave a
preference to those which were in praise of
Christ. Being much delighted with congre-
gational singing at public worship, he felt the
appropriateness of the well-known Child’s hymn
of Watts, for the Lord’s Day Evening, which he
learnt of his own accord, and used with singular
animation to sing :—
¢ Lord, how delightful 'tis to see
A whole assembly worship thee!

At once they sing, at once they pray;
They hear of heaven and learn the way.

I have been there, and still would go;
*Tis like a little heaven below;

Not all my pleasure and my play,
Shall tempt me to forget this day.

0, write upon my memory, Lord,
The texts and doctrines of thy Word ;
That I may break thy laws no more,
But love thee better than before.

With thoughts of Christ and things Divine,
Fill up this foolish heart of mine ;

That hoping pardon through his blood,

I may lie down, and wake with God.”

His discernment of the character of hymns
was very unusual; for of these that he committed
to memory,—of which there were several,—the
devotional character was always conspicuous.
His general practice, on the Saturday evening,
after carefully gathering up his playthings,
and placing them in their usual receptacle, was
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to sing the Evening Hymn—and almost always
on the Sunday morning, the one above.
As an infant, he manifested the possession of
a musical ear,—evincing a perception of time,
as well as fondness for melody, long before he
was able to speak. And when he began to sing,
about his fifth or sixth year, I believe, his per-
formance, without regard to a specific tune, was
very curious. His melody, which was an extem-
poraneous assimilation of parts of various tunes
which he had heard, with occasional original
portions, was simple, natural, and pleasing.
There was always an adaptation of musical
cadence, in which a due reference to the key-
note was constantly observable. If, in the pro-
gress of his stanza, the final cadence could not,
in its proper place, be accomplished, without ab-
ruptness in the melody, he would repeat the last
line of the verse—or a portion of it, if sufficient
for the required object—sometimes two or three
times over, in a varied form of notes, till the
requisite cadence was obtained. By this method,
it was not likely that he could continue the same
tune to each succeeding stanza; but, generally,
a resemblance was preserved throughout, and
very rarely indeed was any change of key intro-
* duced in the progress of the same hymn, however
long it might be. -
- In connection with his singing, he was in the
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habit of rehearsing from memory, very frequently,
a metrical history 'of ‘the leading miracles of our
blessed Lord—which he went through in a
declamatory style, with exceeding gravity and
fervency of manner—attaching it, as a sermon,
to a text, which I suggested to him, from Acts x.
88 :—“ Who went about doing good.”

He was much pleased to accompany me, as he
was occasionally permitted to do, on my visits to
either of my parishes; and would wait most
patiently for any length of time, without inter-
ference, disturbance, or any appearance of weari-
ness, whilst I was conversing with the farmers,
or the inmates of their house. His imperfect
strength, however, though considerably improved,
would seldom permit him to take the requisite
walk to the distant parishes, without enduring
more fatigue than was desirable. Sometimes I
took him before me on horseback, at others he
would ride on a donkey, of which he was very
fond, though he could by no means manage it
without assistance; for the donkey preferred its
own way, and, when left to his imperfect controul,
was wont to assert its power of choice, and
sometimes put him into peril by its deviations
from the road.

At church, his conduct was most orderly and
striking. The remembrance of his behaviour in
the sanctuary, indeed, and of the pleasure he
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evermanifested on going with me thither,—affords
many interesting and satisfactory associations,
and vividly recalls to mind the loveliness of the
scene in, and around, the Church at Bessingby,
on a fine Sunday afternoon in the summer. The
admired village with its neat well-kept cottages,
covered with the honeysuckle and the monthly
rose—the rural lane running through it devi-
atingly to the church, adorned, in its well-
furnished hedge-rows, with large and luxuriant
horse-chesnuts—the appropriate site of the neat
church, with its then carefully-kept grave-yard,—
and, added to these more permanent features of
rural beauty, the animated interest yielded to
the picture by the numerous strangers from the
Quay, in the gay colours of summer attire, seen
traversing the verdant fields and terminal lane
on their progress to unite with us in our quiet
religious exercises,—altogether presented a scene
of picturesque beauty, and even an accumulation .
of the adjuncts to devotion, not to be remembered
without very strong emotions.

Nor was the interest of this happy region ex-
hausted on the external impressions; there seemed
to be carried within, a favourable preparation for
the services of the Sanctuary, which seemed to
aid and elevate the pious worshippers in the
solemn object of their coming amongst us. And
whilst thus the general aspect of the congregation



RECORDS OF CHILDHOOD. 39

became, not, unfrequently, peculiarly striking,—
as if they worshipped in an atmosphere of devo-
tion,—the dear subject of this memorial was not
hidden in the mass.. He generally became con-
spicuous from his habit of standing during the
sermon upon theseat of the pew,—where he might
be observed looking steadfastly at the preacher,
rarely turning his head, or withdrawing for a
moment his eyes, till the service was concluded.

The intelligent apprehension of pious things,
8o observable in Frederick, with his winning
manners towards those who seemed to enter into
his feelings—gained him some valuable friends
during his residenceat Bridlington Quay. Among
those at whose houses he was always a welcome
visitor, were Mr. W——, and Mrs. B——. The
latter—a revered mother in Israel now passed into
the heavens—regarded him with undeviating and
affectionate interest, and never failed, with the
help of a young friend of her household, to render
his visits to her both satisfactory and pleasant.
To her house—or to the cliff contiguous—we used
frequently to resort in the summer’s evening
to watch the play of the distant lightning,
which gave to the eastern ocean, and to the
whole breadth of the fine bay of Bridlington,
as momentarily but frequently illuminated, a
peculiar and -impressive beauty. Sometimes,
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indeed, the scene .there witnessed was of too
sublime a character to be contemplated as a
mere pleasure ;—for, in the summer more par-
ticularly referred to, this beautiful phenomenon
of nature was singularly prevalent, and, in diffe-
rent places, was productive of consequences fatal
to human life. On one of the occasions indeed,
when we had a very high enjoyment, not perhaps
unmixed with awe, in watching the splendour of
the lightning in the North,—a young lady was
struck by the electric fire at Scarborough, the
direction in which we observed it, and killed,—
whilst near York, and on the Malvern Hills,
other fatal effects were produced about the same
period of time. In general, however, we had the
privilege of contemplating the splendid meteor
without personal risk, or disturbing apprehension,
—and sometimes of observing modifications of
the phenomenon, which were at once beautiful
and uncommon. Once, I remember, our attention
was particularly drawn to the thunder, the
rattling of which was so sharp and incessant,
that at first we mistook it for the noise of flint
stones canted out of carts. The whole sky,
at the time, was screened by a singular black
mass of cloud, of a variegated density, as in the
form of waves ;—across this stratum, apparently
from east to west, the electric discharge continued
to be made at tolerably regular intervals for a
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considerable, period;;; and 0 short were the in-
tervals, that, by the time the thunder reached our
ears from the western or more distant extremity
of the region through which the electric currents
passed, another discharge had taken place, and
the sound from the nearest part of the region
above had become avdible tous:—this rendered the
reverberation so perpetual that, for nearly an hour,
I did not observe a single interval, of absolute
silence, of more than eight or ten seconds of time !
These exhibitions of natural phenomena,generally
so appalling to children, and even to others,—
Frederick was often enabled to unite with me in
calmly contemplating, if not enjoying, simply
from a child-like persuasion that being with me,
and not seeing in me any signs of fear, he was
therefore himself safe from harm.



CuarTER IV.

MEMORIAL OF FIVE YEARS’ RESIDENCE IN LIVER-
POOL,—INCLUDING RECORDS OF HIS OBSER-
VATIONS AND REFLECTIONS.

With opening day-light new dangers a|

The colln)gict gdvances, fresh foes g:e segm s
But the method of Grace is to wake by alarm,
By the peril of conflict to rescue from harm.

SATISFACTORILY as the various particulars hi-
therto related of this interesting child may be
adduced as signs of a work of Grace, it must not
be ima'gined that, in other respects, he was
without faults. On the contrary ; whilst, through
the obvious operations of the Spirit of Christ,
there was so much that was pleasing and godly,
—there were, on the other hand, signs of a
natural order, abundantly indicative of ‘a law
in the members, warring against the law of the
mind, and’ not unfrequently, alas! ‘bringing him
into captivity to the law of sin in the members.’
He was generally, however, open to rebuke,
when he had erred—endeavoured to remember
the fault—and, on different occasions, was known
to pray against it. Hence the struggles of a
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better spirit, with his/ donstitutional infirmity, so
obvious at this early age, became at once in-
teresting, as indicative of the operation of Divine
grace, and the cause of real sorrow to those who
watched anxiously over him, when the law of the
flesh appeared, for a season, to suppress, if
not to overcome, the strivings of the Holy
Ghost.—But to this subject, to which I have
thought it right more than once already to al-
lude, we shall have occasion again to recur as
we proceed.

In the Providence of God, I was called again
to a change of residence in the summer of 1827,
by an appointment to the Chaplaincy of the
Mariners’ Church at Liverpool.

To this place of our previous abode, we returned
in the month of May of the above year. We
were again received into the hospitable mansion
of the kind friends with whom we quartered
previous to our removal, where we remained till I
had obtained a house, and so far furnished it as
to render it capable of receiving us.

Frederick was now sent along with his brother,
to a boys’ school in the neighbourhood—his ge-
neral health being somewhat improved—where,
for the first time, he was put into a regular course
of instruction. His attainments, for his age,
were consequently very backward; but in com-
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pensation for his lack of ordinary knowledge, there
was a development of mind on religious subjects,
which became increasingly striking and interest-
ing, of which I have happily some few records
in memoranda made at the time.

The first of these, of the date of August 18th,
1827, I shall here transcribe.

After our arrival in Liverpool, on the day
above mentioned, Frederick not yet being nine
years old, I observed him, at breakfast-time, with
his Bible (in which he greatly delighted) open
before him, when he began a conversation with
reference to the parable of the Ten Virgins, the
portion on which he hadbeen meditating. Whilst
reading it, he made remarks in his progress,
observing, ‘that the wise could not give oil to
the foolish.” I asked him, why ¢ “ Because,” said
he, “the oil, you know, is the Spirit of Christ
in the heart, and they could not give that ; “but,”
after a little reflection, he added, “ they said, Go,
and buy for yourselves :—that means, that they
should go and pray for the oil, and the wise could
also pray for them.”

By a transition common to the minds of
children, he then began to speak of the nature
of the Judgment, desiring to be informed, how
the man who had one talent, and had mis-
employed it, could be judged before the judg-
ment day? Being answered as to his question,
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by referring, the parable. to the time of the
judgment—he passed on to enquiries about the
state of the angels, and departed spirits, saying—
“Papa! if Satan had not been in hell to torment
the wicked, would they have been tormented ?”
“ But how did the wicked angels fall? There
can be nothing wicked in heaven,—how, then,
did they become wicked there "’ These questions
obliged me to declare my ignorance concerning
the deep mysteries involved therein. I told him
they were not revealed, and I knew them not.
Though possessing, as afterwards appeared,
considerable moral steadfastness and courage,
Frederick was physically of a timid character.
And this obviously influenced, as natural tem-
perament always, in some measure, does, his reli-
gious feelings and affections. He manifested, by
various Scriptural tokens, a love for Christ. He
loved his sacred name—he loved those books
which magnified Him or treated of His miracles
and works of mercy—and he was evidently under
the influence of reverence for, and made frequent
efforts after obedience to, His holy commands,—
and, saith our Lord, “he that hath my command-
ments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.”
But with these tokens of love, the fear of God
was the more prevalent feeling of which he was
conscious. He frequently expressed his anxieties
and apprehensions to me; ‘he was often afraid
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of God, he said, ‘ when he remembered how
much he had sinned ; for he knew that he only
deserved hell because of his sins, and he was
greatly afraid of dying, before he was converted,
lest he should be lost.” It was evident that the
Holy Spirit was striving with the dear child; but
whilst there remained many manifestations of
the carnal mind, in his yet unsubdued irritability
and hastiness of temper—I could not dare to
check that salutary influence which is declared to
be “the beginning of wisdom;” encouraging him
only with the expression of my confidence in
this respect, that ¢ He who had manifestly begun
a good work in his heart, would certainly,—if he
did not quench the Spirit and compel His
departure,—carry it on to the day of his con-
version : and that my hope and belief was, that

- the Almighty would preserve him till such time
as he was ready to meet Him with acceptance in
Christ Jesus.’

The influence of this fear, it would appear, was
peculiarly awakened on occasion of my preaching
a sermon [Nov. 11, 1827], from the solemn text,
—“The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all
the nations that forget God.” That this sermon
was the occasion of exciting afresh, and more
painfully, his previous fears, seems probable, from
two circumstances, which I proceed now to relate,
that occurred within a few weeks after he heard it.
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One night, not long after the occasion referred
to, when he had been some time in bed, the atten-
tion of his former nurse was excited, by hearing
him crying, which, being a circumstance very
unusual, induced her to hasten to his room to
inquire the cause. The occasion of his grief, as
he explained to her at the time, was, ‘because it
had come into his mind that the wicked should
be turned into hell, and all the nations that
forget God, and he was afraid that he should be
punished in like manner, because he had forgotten
to pray before he went to bed !’

Not long afterwards a further evidence of the
impression of this text, was singularly manifested,
of which I made a note at the time.—On the
evening of Saturday, 19th of January, 1828, Fre-
derick came up to family prayers, into the library,
with his face, naturally pallid, glowing with the
deepest crimson. I asked the cause of it; but
could only then léarn that he had been standing
for some time close in front of a large fire below-
stairs, till the extraordinary effect I had observed
was produced. The next morning, however, af-
forded a fuller explanation. Returning with me
from church, he earnestly put this question,—
“Papa! Is it wrong to be afraid of being ill or
sick ?’ As far as I remember, I intimated to
him, ¢that such a feeling might be salutary if it
induced us to seek to make our peace with God,
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and so to disarm death of its texrrors ;' but he pro-
ceeded to remark,—“T have been afraid ever since
I remembered that the wicked should be turned
into hell, and all the nations that forget God ;”
—and then, with truly child-like simplicity,
added—“I was trying last night how much fire
I could bear!”

His implicit confidence in me, and unques-
tioning reliance upon my judgment, and the
wisdom of my guidance, were at once honour-
able to his feelings, and instructive to me—as
pointing out the confidence which it behoves us
to have in the guidance, and dealings with us, of
our heavenly Father. One morning, when at
breakfast, in the month of April 1828, he began
to speak of my Arctic voyages and adventures,
observing—that ¢ he should like to have gone to
sea with me, and he should yet like to be always
withme;’ “for,” said he, “ then I should be out
of danger ; for I always think that nothing can
hurt me when I am beside papa " Well would
it be for all Christians, if such were their preva-
lent teeling towards God! Happy would it be for
him who writes, and for those who read, this
Memorial, if in this respect we should all be
converted and become as little children !

The idea of security in my presence; so
strongly impressed upon Frederick’s mind—is so
beautifully brought out in some verses before me,
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copied in the handwriting of rthe dear child
himself, that, well-known as they may happen to
be, I shall be excused for giving them a place

“'Twas when the seas with awful roar

A little bark assail’d,

And pallid Fear's distracting pow’r
O’er each on board prevail’d—

Save one, the Captain’s darling child,
Who steadfast view’d the storm;

And cheerful with compasure smil’d,
At Danger’s threat’ning form.

¢ Why sporting thus 2’—a seaman cried,
¢ While terrors overwhelm f*

¢ Why yield to fear?’ the boy replied,
¢ My father 's at the helm '

Christian ! from him be daily tanght
To check thy groundless fear,

Think on the wonders He has wrought,
Jehovah ’s ever near.

Safe in his hand, and happy lay,
Tho’ swelling surges rise,

He'll turn thy darkness into day,
And clear thy gloomy skies.

Still npwards look, howe’er distress’d,
Till Jesus bring thee home

To the fair port of endless rest,
Where tempests never come.”

At this period, and for a long time previous,
Frederick was in the daily practice of devotional
singing, and of frequent private prayer. In the
frequency of his prayers, I often felt myself re-
proved. For this exercise and duty, he wag wont
to retire to a bed-room, as opportunity offered, or
the thought seemed to enter his mind ;—especially

D
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at those \periods [of confinement at home from
colds, or from the effects of indigestion, which
were very frequent in the winter months during
the first three or four years after our return to
Liverpool; and there, in his privacy, he could be
heard giving utterance to extemporary prayers,—
many of his petitions, as occasionally overheard,
being observed to be striking, appropriate, and
devotional.

As to his singing, which has been particularly
mentioned in the foregoing Chapter—there was
something very remarkable. He sang only
hymns or psalms—those peculiarly devotional,
as I have said, and especially hymns in praise of
Christ, being generally selected and preferred.
This practice, apostolically commended, of
singing to himself *in psalms, and hymns, and
spiritual songs,’—he continued for the purpose
of employment, as well as of devotional exercise,
till after he entered his tenth year, and then a
curious circumstance suddenly put a stop to it.
At the time referred to, he was still at the school
- where he was first placed after our return to
Liverpool. A party of his school-fellows—big
boys compared to himself—encountered him on
one occasion, in a back street contiguous to the
school, and peremptorily ordered him, as they had
found out that he was in the practice of singing,
to sing some of his hymns to them there. Re-
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monstrance,, however earnestly put forth, was
found unavailing, and resistance was alike vain :
e was surrounded, and they refused to let him
go till he complied, which, at length, most re-
luctantly he was compelled to attempt. After
this, I scarcely ever heard him—to the best of my
recollection—engage in his usual practice of
singing, unless in a place of public worship ; for,
from the painfulness of the situation in which his
schoolfellows had placed him, he seems to have
taken a disgust at the exercise which, previously,
he had so much enjoyed; and from that time,
and, as far as I could learn, from that cause chiefly,
he abandoned the practice.*

Frederick was very fond of attending public
meetingsfor religious objects—and entered, with
real interest, into such parts of the communica-
tions of the speakers as were applicable to his .
capacity and state of mind. The anecdotes and
incidents were, of course, the chief matters of
interest. In the summer of 1828, he attended
with me-an anniversary meeting of the Mariners’
Church Society, held at the Town Hall, at which
the then Bishop of Chester [Dr. Blomfield],
the Patron of the Society, assisted. It was an
excellent meeting, with good speaking; but

" ® This statement, which I believe to be substantially correct, was
made to me some years after the event by one of his schoolfellows,
who had become apprised of the circumstance.

D2
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more formal, perhaps, than would be deemed
popular with a general andience, whilst the style
of speaking was very much above the apprehen-
sion of a child. Frederick, as usual, however,
seemed very attentive; but I was much surprised
and amused on hearing his opinion of it. I asked
him ‘how he liked the meeting’? His answer,
as well as I remember, was, ¢ that he had liked it
very well.” But on enquiring into any particulars
in which he might have felt interested, he replied
to this effect ;— the Bishop was clapped —
times ; Mr. Jones, — times; and you, papa,
— ume‘"’

In the summer of 1829, on the invitatiom :of
the late intelligent and much respected Culonel
F. G——,—to whom by a recent interesting - al
liance I had become nearly connected,—we paid
a visit of five or six weeks, a family party, at his
regidence at Corkbegg, in the south of Ireland.
—Poor Frederick suffered much in his progress
thither by sea-sickness, but was amply repaid by
the new scenes which he there witnessed, the
new recreations he there enjoyed; and the new
friends he there made. Among the latter he was
most particularly pleased with his introduetion to
two pious nieces of ours—the Misses H—,
—whose residence was within a few miles of the
place of our principal sojourning. With such
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persons, indeed, he was generally wont to make
attached and permanent friends. They were
pleased with his intelligence on the subjects of
deepest interest to their own hearts; and, in en-
couraging him to converse with them on such
subjects, he at once interested their feelings, and
endeared himself to them. Of many of their
conversations together, they subsequently spoke
to me, a8 being peculiarly delightful ; and indeed
- they rarely walked out with the dear child, which
they had many opportunities of doing, without
finding some topic spring up, either in reference
to the Scriptures, or to the actings of the mind
with regard to religious expenenoes, both grati-
fying and instructive.

After his return from this first interesting visit,
of which he always had the most pleasant associ-
ations, he had subsequent opportunitieg by cor-
respondence, as well as by a second vigit to the
same part of the country,—when we were occa-
sionally resident under the same roof with the
Misses H——, —of cultivating a real and mutual
friendship with them. Of his letters to Louisa
H——, several extracts have been furnished me,
-which, as illustrative of the character of his mind
and the nature of his feelings, will be introduced
either in the order of their dates, or in connec-
tion with the subjects to which they respectively
zefer.
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The habit of the dear boy; Frederick, of a daily
reading of the Scriptures, was continued, when-
ever the burden of his lessons and preparations
for school would admit. The Sabbath, in the
intervals of worship, he almost always spent in
reading the Bible, or other books suitable for the
day. But his various school exercises, and the
full employment of his time, during the periods
required for his education, of course broke in upon
both the extent and the regularity of his every-day
devotions. Still, he was generally ready, on any
occasion of leisure, to appropriate a portion of such
leisure to a devotional purpose. He was always
forward, for example, to accompany us to any
occasional service in church, or devotional assem-
blage elsewhere, though it might be at the expence
of his now very limited hours of recreation. And
after the establishment of a reading-room for the
sailors—named the Seamen’s Resort—in which I
gave an evening exposition, after prayers, weekly
on Wednesdays—Frederick was wont to request
permission to attend ; and for opportunity to do
80 he would often hasten his lessons, in order that
he might be at liberty to accompany me. His
attention there, as at church, was striking and
interesting.

A reference to one of his visits to this place of
social devotion,—un occasion, indeed, really
memorable and interesting,—occurs in a letter
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addressed to Miss H——. After speaking of the
familiar services held in the Seamen’s Resort, in
a manner abundantly indicative of his real par-
ticipation in them, he says,—“One night, a
nobleman, Lord Mount Sandford, went with papa
to the reading-room; and when the service was
over, he spoke to them’—the sailors—after this
manner :—“ I am a poor sinner like yourselves :
I was once a sailor—then in the army—and now
am going to devote myself to God.”” In describing
the effect of the address which, this pious and
venerable nobleman gave with genuine feeling,
and in kind condescension towards his humble
audience, Frederick truly observes;—that ‘he
had no sooner spoken, than they all burst out
a-crying, both the women and the sailors.”
Both in reading the Scriptures in private, and
in hearing them read in church—at which times
he generally had his Bible with him, and dili-
gently followed the Minister in the lessons for
the day—it was evident that his mind was really
engaged on the subjects before him. Of this,
decided indications were frequently given in his
abservations on the passages which he had been
reading, or which had occurred, in the course of
the Service, in the church. Some of his observa-
tions were striking, intelligent, and even remark-
able. Unfortunately my memory does not enable
me at all adequately to prove the justifiableness of
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this statement, though two or three memoranda
of the years 1829-30, may serve as specimens.

His view of the deficiency of Moses in elo-
quence, was this ;—¢ that, as to his not being able
to speak, it was not necessary, as Aaron could:
if,’ for the performance of the work to which God
had appointed him, ¢it 2ad been necessary, God
would have given him the faculty of speech.’

In respect to the change, by Christ, of the law
of old—‘an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a
tooth,” &c.—our blessed Lord appointed the
change, he supposed, “in order to promote peace;
otherwise,”” said he, “if one struck another, it
would produce anger and q ing I’ v

Under the date of December 20th, 1829, how-
ever, I have a note of a more remarkable instance
of his attention and intelligence, in respect to a
really difficult passage in the Prophets. In the
. first Lesson for the morning of that day,—Isaiah
xxx.,—being the Fourth Sunday in Advent,—we
thus read, at the 27th and 28th verses : “Behold,
the name of the Lord cometh from far, burning
with his anger, and the burden thereof is heavy;
his lips are full of indignation, and his tongue
a8 a devouring fire; and his breath, as an over-
flowing stream, shall reach to the midst of the
neck, to sift the nations with the sieve of vanity;
and there shall be a bridle in the jaws of the

people, causing them to en”.! On returning
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from church,  the|dear child questioned me re-
specting two clauses in these verses, which had
perplexed him ; and he wished, he said, to know
“ How the burden of the Lord could be heavy
(ver. 27): or how a bridle in the jaws of the
people could cause them 20 err (ver. 28), when it
was written—that Christ’s yoke is easy, not
heavy ; and since a bridle is to guide a horse
right, not to make it err ”* I explained to him
that the durden of the Lord, in this place, is His
anger—* the grievousness of the flame thereof™
[marginal reading], being heavy. On which,
perceiving at once the character of the figure he
had so naturally mistaken, he immediately gave
a very fair, and, indeed, unexceptionable para-
phrase of the passage.

It is a striking indication of the source—in
Infinite Wisdom—from whence the Word of Re-
velation sprung, that, in its application to all the
moral and spiritual necessities of man,—whether
for instruction or reproof, consolation or guidance
—it is inexhaustible; and, like its Divine Author,
unlimited, infinite ! Of this grand characteristic
of the sacred writings, Frederick became, by ex-
perience, aware. Speaking, on one occasion, of
the Scriptures, he marked this peculiarity, ob-
serving—* that every time he read the Bible, he
.found out something new :* “thé more We tead

p3
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it,”” he continued, f the¢ more we discover : some:
thing new to encourage us,” or ‘to do us good.’
“ And,” he added, “if there be any thing we
want to know,—such as what we must do to be
holy, or any thing of religion which we wish to
understand,—we are almost sure, when we read the
Bible, to find something about it.”—If now the
unboundedness of application of the Scriptures
be an evidence of their divine original,—to find
something, wherever we turn, on the subject of
our spiritual enquiries, as the dear child did, is
a token, surely, of a heart both taught and guided
by the Spirit of God!

Another indication of the actings of the Divine
Spirit in the breast of the interesting boy, was
evinced in the efforts, which he was observed not
unfrequently to make, for the purpose of com-
mending the Scriptures to others, or for advan-
cing the cause of Christ’s kingdom. Respecting
these efforts, I have two or three memoranda,
which I now insert.

One of his schoolfellows, at the period now
referred to (1830) was a Jew,—a hoy about his
own age. Frederick took occasion, on a favour-
able opportunity when they happened to be alone,

" to speak to him on the subject of his faitl , when
the following conversation ensued. “ H -
seid he,—addressing the little Israelite by his
name,—*“would you like to burn for ever and
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ever ?”’ “No !’ promptly answered the boy,—no
doubt surprised by the singularity of the question:
“ But, except you be converted,” returned Frede-
rick, “you will !’ ¢ What is it to be converted?”
asked the Jew boy in his turn. “Itis to change
your religion,” and, he no doubt meant to imply,
to become a true Christian. “ But I wo'n’t do
that,” was the indignant answer. “ Will you
read the Testament,” pursued Frederick, “if I
bring you one?” “Yes,” answered the other,
“if my mother does not know !”’

Frederick having, with a desire for instruection
how to act, communicated to me the above conver-
sation when at dinner the same day, expressed a
wish ‘tospeak to him farther, and to read the Scrip-
tures to him, if he would hear him.” “ But how,”
said the dear little fellow—inquisitively looking

" uptome—*“how shall I know whattoread?” After
a moment’s reflection he himself added—* O, I
know: I will ask God to direct me what to read!”

This is the extent of my notes of this conver-
sation, and the issue, unfortunately, I do not well
remember. It was a subject, however, which
evidently dwelt upon his mind, for he spoke of it
with considerable interest to Miss H some
time afterwards, asking advice, I believe, of her,
how he should best proceed in furtherance of his
object, and likewise suggesting a mode which
occurred to himself, of offering to his Israelitish
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friend some, shells, procured in Ireland, by the
way of conciliating his favourable feelings. ,

My professional duties, as Chaplain of the
Mariners’ Church, led me frequently among the
shipping in the docks. In order to make myself
acquainted, as far as circumstances allowed, with
the numerous Captains frequenting this port—
both with a view, under the Divine blessing, to
the promotion of religion among them personally,
and, through their instrumentality, among the
sailors under their command—it was a rule with
me to endeavour to visit the docks, at a stated
time, weekly. The day generally appropriated
to this object being one on which Frederick had
‘a half-holiday,’ he was often my companion on
these pastoral excursions, in which he evinced
the gladness of his heart by skipping about me,
kissing the hand wherewith he was conducted,and
by other simple tokens of endearing affection.

This was an object, indeed,—as pursued amid
a scene singularly replete with things and cir-
cumstances of interest,—calculated to yield a high
and peculiar enjoyment. The traversing of the
varied and extended region of the docks, in
which were found the ships of almost all the
commercial nations in the world, with those of
our own country, employed in communication
with every quarter of the globe ;—the progress
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along the quays, /instinct with life and activity, .
—here covered with the results of British ma-
chinery and industry, in the act of being loaded
for foreign countries, and there crowded with the
multifarious produce of the various distant regions
just poured, in astonishing quantities, out of-the
cavernous holds of the shipping from abroad ;—
the visiting of ship after ship in accidental suc-
cession, in which, though so much alike in their
genera, an endless variety, on inspection of their
specific and individual distinctions, was exhibited ;
~the observant inspection of the various classes
of the shipping-—one class characterised by their
tant and graceful masts, the geometrical precision
of all their external arrangements, with the con-
sistent taste or splendour of their equipments;
and another class by the abandonment of all ex-
ternal beauty, or interior ornament, to economy
and mere utility ;—the watching, occasionally, the
more majestic of these fabrics, on their ingress
or egress, at the entrances of the different docks,
or as they cheerily spread their canvas, and
commenced their adventurous way towards their
different destinations ;—the contemplating, from
the external quays and piers, on the one side, the
surprising forest of masts in repose within the
docks, extending for a couple of miles in almost
uninterrupted continuity ; and, on the other side,
‘the vast fleets of shipping, some at anchar, vome
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sailing, some steaming in the river;—these things,
taken in conjunction, in their singular extent
and variety, naturally rendered our periodical
visitations among them, occasions, not of idle
curiosity merely, but of most interesting and
instructive research.

Of the extent to which the youthful subject of
this memorial was able to enter into the peculiar
beauties and characteristics of the scene wherein
he so much delighted, I am not able to say ; but
of the practical purport of my professional visits.
to the docks, he certainly had so correct an
apprehension, as to take a decided and personal
interest in its success. That this was the case,
his conduct on almost every occasion on which
he accompanied me, afforded some evident indi-
cation. But it was more strikingly evinced, about
the period to which the foregoing details relate,
by the anxiety he manifested to become, if pos-
sible, of himself useful, towards the promotion of
the religious object to which my attention was
specially directed. With a view to a participation
in some measure of usefulness, Frederick, of his
own accord, made a purchase—at the cost of a
considerable portion of his little weekly allowance
for a season—of a bundle of tracts and small
books, in order that, when he should accompany
me on my pastoral excursions about the docks, he
might distribute them, along with some others
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which had been | presented/ tohim, among the
sailors. This service, in which I was most ready
to encourage him, he soon managed—after he had
somewhat overcome his diffidence in first address-
ing himself to strangers—with tolerable success
and satisfaction; occasionally getting into con-
versation with the boys and seamen, so as to
recommend to them the perusal of the publica-
tions with which he presented them.

A brief representation of his views and feelings,
with reference to this occupation, was given by
himself to Miss H , in one of his early
communications to her by letter, as follows :—

“ When I went with Papa to the ships, I was
a little afraid to give the tracts away at first ; but,
by degrees, I got to like it very much. I gave
all the tracts you gave me, the first afternoon. I
had a little encouragement, for they began to ask
me for some. I added to every tract ‘ The Swear-
er's Prayer,” because, that were they in the habit
‘of doing the things mentioned in the [other]
tracts, or were not, yet, perhaps, they might be in
the habit of swearing.”

- This extract shows—as one who much esteem-
ed him, well observes—* that he loved others,
not in word only, but in deed, and in truth.”
And “another evidence of his desiring the sptrit-
wal welfare of others was”’—as the same individual
remarks—* his having the spirit of tntercessory
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prayer. X recolléct-his telling me,” she adds,
“ that he pictured to himself a number of persons’
with whom he was acquainted, assembled together
in a room ;—for these, I believe, he prayed indi-
vidually : ¢ Oh,’ he said, describing the circum-
stance, ‘it was a very long prayer.’ .

On one of these occasions of dock-perambula.
tion, of which I am reminded by a memorandum
from Miss H , Frederick, attending to a
conversation betwixt myself and the Captain of a
small vessel, into whose cabin we had been in-’
vited, heard him speak of one of his little appren-
tices as being a pious boy. The circumstance was
too interesting to Frederick to pass unheeded;"
so that, on ascending from the cabin to the deck,’
where he observed two boys at work, he became’
anxious to ascertain which of them was the pious’
one, that he might speak to him. And this be
was enabled promptly to determine ;—for T
remarked,” he said, in relating the incident to’
Miss H ,  that one of them worked harder
than the other’—adding, with much animation,
—“1 knew that must be the religious boy :’—*“a
pleasing proof of kis conviction,”’ as the relater
remarks, “ that true principle will produce prac-
tical effects "

After returning from one of the first of these,
his more useful, visits,—a note of which, under
the date of September 25th, 1830, I have before
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me,—he somewhat anxiously asked me, ‘if I
thought the tracts he had distributed’ (consisting
of the little stock he had brought with him, and
the whole of which he had dispersed among sea-
faring persons), ‘would do any good #* In reply, I
reminded him of the province of duty, and the
source of all blessing; and that he having done
his part, the blessing now rested with God. “ O
yes!” he promptly remarked— it has just come
into my mind what to do;—to pray to God to
give his blessing, and make the reading of the
Tracts profitable to the sailors who have received
them !” He expressed, at the same time, his -
anxiety and regret, ‘that he himself did not feel
such devotedness to Christ, as, like St. Paul, to
desire to depart and be with Him, which is far
better ; and, therefore, he feared he was not con-
verted " I explained to him that that feeling, in
the mind of St.Paul, was not the ordinary or
essential mark of conversion; but a mark of a
peculiar and lofty condition of faith and piety in
that distinguished Apostle.

The variety of novel or striking objects met
with in visiting the docks, seldom failed, when
Frederick was with me, of eliciting some new
reflection—in very many cases originating in the
mind of my youthful companion—which served
to guide us to a subject of useful or interesting
conversation. Respecting these conversations, I
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regret that memory supplies so little ; one exam-
ple, however, recorded in a minute made at the
time, which I give almost verbally as it stands,
may serve as a specimen. It is as follows :—

My little boy, Frederick, accompanied me in a
visit to the docks, on the 24th of October, 1829.
Whilst standing on the side of the quay—looking
at a vessel in which the Captain and several men
were actively engaged getting out some spars—
he observed ;—* Papa, I think it must be very
safe to have good men in a ship.” I asked him,
why he thought so? “ Because,” said he, “if
there be good men on board, they will pray to
God, and God may hear their prayers, and save
the whole of the people, for their sake. And,”
added he, “if there was only one good man, he
might be the means of saving them all. For as
he would pray when they were in danger, God
would perhaps put itinto his heart what to do for
their safety, and so all of them would be saved
through him.” Approving of the sentiments so
pleasingly expressed, I made a remark to the
effect, ¢ that there were cases in which the Lord,
in his wisdom, might not see fit to answer every
prayer for deliverance, though, in many instances,
the prayers of the righteous would be the saving
of the whole crew.” “ Yes,” he quickly observed,
“if one have just become religious and bhe con-
verted, God may see that it would be an injury
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for him to live, as he would perhaps fall again
into sin, and so it might be better for him to be
taken away when he was safe !”

Whilst the docks of Liverpool supply, by
mental associations, many vivid and interesting
recollections of the beloved boy, who so frequently
accompanied me in my visitations thither,—not
less vivid or striking are the remembrances as-
sociated with the Mariners’ Church, where,
during the whole period of my ministry in
Liverpool, he was amongst the number of the
most regular in attendance, and, apparently,
one of the most attentive to the ordinances, of
those who worshipped therein.

The Mariners’ Church in itself, was—and, I
doubt not, continues to be—a place of peculiar
interest. Consisting of a ship of war—appro-
priated by the Government to the use of the
“Mariners’ Church Society”” at Liverpool, for
their assistance in the good work of the propaga-
tion of religion among the numerous seamen
frequenting that large and important port,—there
was exhibited, in such an appropriation of the
things of conflict and violence to the purposes
of the Gospel, a pleasing anticipation of the
transformations of that blessed period of pro-
phecy, when ‘they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks;
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when nation shall cease to lift up sword against
nation, and they shall not learn war any more!
In the structure itself, therefore, will the pious
and contemplative reader be able to discern a
peculiar feature of interest in this novel example
of “ a house of prayer.” But if from novelty of
structure, aptness of appropriation, excellence of
arrangement, or ampleness of accommodation,~
the Mariners’ Church be, in itself, an object of
popular attention and interest,—how much more
80 when seen under the circumstances of its
designed application as a seaman’s sanctuary—
as a banquetting-house of the Lord, well fur.
nished with guests!

~ During the period referred to—of which it is
only needful to speak—the attendance of seamen
in this their own Church, was numerous and
_ gratifying. In general,—in a congregation
varying from' some hundreds to, probably, a
thousand,—there was a large preponderance of
sea-faring persons, filling, very frequently, almost
the whole body of the Church, besides a por-
tion of the galleries, whose attention and decorum
were at once striking, unvarying, and im-
pressive. There was, indeed, (as I have else-
where remarked*) an intenseness of interest—
an openness of ear and heart—a tenderness and
simplicity of feeling, so remarkable as to be often

© & Memorials of the Sea,” p. 178
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deeply affecting, iand 80 as to constitute a series
of uniform characteristics of this interesting
congregation.

Besides the truly impressive aspect of so large
a body of “ blue-jackets” engaged in the solemni-
ties of devotion,—and so engaged, that, under
the mercy of God, there is reason to hope, that
the Mariners’ Church has become the scene of
blessing to many immortal souls,—an additional
attraction was yielded to this floating tabernacle,
by remarkable incidents connected with it, or from
the not unfrequent visits of interesting strangers.

* The incidents conmected with this floating
sanctuary; thehistories of adventurous individuals
with whom I became acquainted in ministering
there ;-the results of the labour in the Gospel,
which the Lord of the harvest was occasionally
pleased to manifest among the congregation,~~
would be sufficient tosupply materials for a volume
in themselves; so that I am constrained to exclude
a variety of interesting particulars very closely as-
sociated with, though not necessarily belonging
to, the subject of this publication.

Of one particular visit, however, of an interest-
ing stranger—which the present reference to the
Mariners’ Church vividly recalls—1I shall be ex-
cused, it ishoped, in giving amoredetailed account.

The visitor; on the occasion referred to, was
the celebrated Brahmin, Rammohun Roy; whose
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very first attendance at public worship, according
to the formularies of the Establishment, after his
arrival in England, was in the Mariners’ Church.
His appearance there, in his native costume, was
calculated to excite the attention of even the most
devotional; so that it was not surprising that
Frederick should have noticed, with particular
observation, the conspicuous and interesting
stranger. He came to our seamen’s sanctuary,
accompanied by a Liverpool merchant, and a
young prepossessing Hindoo, an adopted son.
Having been shown into the minister’s_ pew, he
was offered a chair, which was placed at the
entrance ; but, with a marked expression of
humility, he declined it, preferring to sit on one
of the benches. He seemed greatly struck with
the fixedness of attention, and appearance - of
devotion of the seamen; and was himself par-
ticularly regardful of the forms observed by the
congregation, with only one exception,—and
that occurred on the reading of the Lord’s
Prayer, when, on each repetition of it, he was
observed to stand up. The discourse, on this
occasion, was on the moral and spiritual dis-
ease of our original .nature, with an exposition of
the Gospel process appointed for its healing,—a
subject, not calculated, it might seem, to be
generally pleasing, especially to one supposed to
hold Unitarian sentiments,—yet the Rajah, in
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the first expression(of his feelings, as he entered
the vestry after the service, with evident sensi-
bility, exclaimed,—“Happy indeed I am!” And
on different occasions afterwards, he spoke with
a good deal of feeling of this service, and in
language characteristically expressive of his en-
joyment of it.

Having thus introduced to the reader this
remarkable stranger, I may venture to digress
into some further particulars concerning him,
which a not unfrequent personal intercourse,
during his first visit to Liverpool, afforded me the
opportunity of ascertaining or observing.

It was on the 9th of April, 1831,—the very
morning on which- Rammohun Roy landed in
England,—that I had the pleasure of being in-
troduced to him. Though I was unfavourably pre-
possessed in regard to the religious principles of
this distinguished Hindoo, supposing them to be
strictly Socinian,—my prejudice was considerably
removed even on my first brief interview with
him. He was a striking personage, apparently
about sixty years of age. Though his figure
was heavy, and inactive, yet his general ap-
pearance was commanding and manly—his
countenance expressive and intellectual—his
manners courteous, refined, and prepossessing.
His hair, as far as seen, beneath his turban, was
black and curly; his eyes dark, and with more
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expression and | penetration than is usual v
the Hindoos, but far from severe. He v
mustaches ; but the chin and lower part of
face were shaved. His costume comsisted «
kind of cloth tunic enveloping the personm, 1
an interior vestment of pale blue silk. A @
mere shawl hung over his shoulders, and a s
or shawl formed a belt for the waist. His
was never seen uncovered. He wore black
stockings, with shoes similar to ours. The ta
surface of the neck was bare.

On my being introduced to him, as one *
had published different volumes on the Ai
Regions, he took me cordially by the hand,
said, ‘ he had not read my works, but had h
of them.” ¢ As his stay,’ he observed, ¢ woul¢
baut shortin Liverpool, he was desirous of mal
the best use of his time, especially in hearing
the following day, being Sunday, some of
preachers,” adding,—* for I am anxious to k
what Christianity is in England.” Having
the outset, been informed that I was a Clergy:
of the Establishment, he asked the houn
service in our churches, and then quickly sai
“ 1 will come to your church in the evenii
“ We have no evening service,” I said; “ th
will come in the afternoon.”

Considering that he held the usual opinion
the Unitarians, among many of whom
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doctrine of, the essential deprayity of human

pature is either altogether denied, or received
in a very limited degree,—I was agreeably sur-
prised at an observation he made, during this
imterview, which was strikingly expressive of
his feeling of persomal sinfulness. “It is not
every one,’ I remarked—referring to the class
with whom he was supposed to coincide—“ who
will admit that.” “Not admit his sinfulness ?”’
he ejaculated with evident surprise,—* then,”
with an emphatic solemnity, he said, “ ke thas is
without sin, must be MORE than man, or LEss than
man ! I'know I have need of forgweness for
my. sins every day of my life; yes,”” with earnest
rapldlty he added, “ every hour ! every minute !

Du.rmg my future intercourse with him, which
was. mostly in company,—for after his arrival
became known, he was literally overwhelmed
with visitors,—the conversation naturally became-
of a more general character : but on these occa-
sions much interesting information was given by
him respecting India, and many valuable senti-
ments, in his striking aphoristic manner, were
expressed by him, well worthy, could my memory
have recalled them, of being recorded.

Aware, I apprehend, that his republican
sentiments would not find very general accep-
tance,—he spoke cautiously, in mixed society, on
political subjects. With regard to the public.

: E
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measures of India, howeyer, he was free to converse;
though, generally, with marked forbearance, and
hesitation in censuring the Government. Some of
his observations were really valuable, as shewing
the evil results of temporising and unchristian
compliances on the part of the authorities in India.
As to their cruel kindness, in so long permitting
Suttees—hespoke with unqualified disapprobation.
“Ten years ago,” he observed, “I proposed to the
Government the abolition of the Suttee. They
were afraid of encountering the prejudices of the
people. They said—*if they were to interfere it
" would excite peril or insurrection.” I offered to
pledge my life that no harm would ensue. They
thanked me for my benevolent intentions; but
declined yielding to my request. Butnow,” con-
tinued Rammohun Roy, “ Lord William Bentinck
has accomplished it at once. It was done by the
stroke of @ pen! And what was the result? Was
it insurrection? No; thanks! thanks!” He con-
cluded his animated remarks with a striking
observation respecting the want of moral firmness
and boldness in Governments, when, from timid
apprehensions, they sacrificed their better prin-
ciples, saying,—* How superior is moral courage
to physical courage !”’

On another particular, respecting the Govem-
ment of India, his opinion was very strikingly
given,—eliciting & most important, though un-
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happily, too much disputed, truth. We were
speaking of the morbid tenderness manifested by
the Government, in interfering with the religious
prejudices of the Hindoos, so as, from considera-
tion for these prejudices, to exclude Christian
instruction from the public seminaries of educa-
tion provided for the natives. As to Colleges,
for the Hindoo youth, in which all religion was,
on this delusive principle, systematically exclu-
ded, Rammohun Roy made the unqualified decla-
ration—that “ education without Religion, s an
evil/” “ And what has been the consequence,”
said he, “in our Hindoo Colleges ? That almost
all the young Brahmins, educated there, have be-
come Deists! Religion,” he added, “is unneces-
sarily excluded. The Brahmins do not object, (so
as to refuse all advantage from your institutions,) to
the teaching even of the Christian religion. They
will attend your Colleges, even if religion be
combined with instruction. Witness the case of
Mr. Duff’s school : he teaches religion, as well
a8 other knowledge, and he has [I think he said]
three hundred scholars, most of them Hindoos!’’
In another conversation he spoke of caste, in a
manner very different from what is generally
understood among us, as to the mafure of the
opposition it presents to the introduction of
Christianity. He said ‘it was not a religious
distinction, for any Brahmin might become a
E 2
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Christian, and yvet retain his caste.” “ One only
rite,”” he observed, “ will be beyond the limita-
tion of his preserving caste: he cannot unite
with you in the Sacrament. But that is not from
religious scruples ; but from the express pro-
hibition of the rules of his caste—* that he must
not eat or drink with others’ If converted
Brahmins had an ordained minister of their own
caste, then they would take the Sacrament from
him.'f

During his stay in Liverpool, the Unitarians
there, as elsewhere, seemed anxious to claim the
interesting stranger as one of themselves. But
whatever might be the peculiar points of accor-
dance—which I had not the opportunity of ascer-
taining—he certainly expressed in my hearing
some important scriptural sentiments very much
above the general standard of Socinianism. In
his views, for instance, of the condition, as to
sinfulness, of human nature ; of the necessity of
scriptural knowledge being combined with ordi-
nary instruction, for a really useful education;
and of the plenary inspiration of the sacred
Scriptures,—Rammohun, seemed to me, to go
much ‘beyond the ordinary Unitarian grade in
orthodoxy. As to the authority and claims of
Scripture on our acceptance and faith—with the
exception, of course, of decided errors in transla-
tion, and demonstrable interpolations or mistakes
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in copying++-he madethe striking remark,—“ We
must receive the Scriptures as a whole : if we
question a single verse, we may question the
whole : if we deny a single passage, we must
doubt the whole, because we cannot tell where to
stop !

Those who are acquainted with the Unitarian
doctrines of our own country may perceive, that,
were this sentiment thus held and carried out
among the advocates of that soul-ruining system,
it would produce a salutary check to their bold
and reckless treatment of the Word of God,
whereby the clearly taught doctrines of the
depravity and condemnation of man, and of the
atonement and divinity of Christ, are systemati-
cally attempted to be obliterated, or explained
away, as if these solemn verities of our holy faith
were mere figures of speech !

The literary attainments of Rammohun Roy,
as is well known, were of a very superior order.
Besides his acquaintance, of course, with the
principal languages of India, ‘he was master
both of the Sanscrit and Arabic—was a good
Persian scholar—and had no mean knowledge
of Hebrew, Greek, and English.’ Speaking of
the translation of the New Testament Scriptures
into the languages of India, he remarked,— that
on account of the total difference in idiom and
nature of the Greek and the Oriental languages,
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the difficulties in the way of a satisfactory trans-
lation, become exceedingly great and perplexing.
There being few perfect synonymes in these
incognate languages—the faithful translator is
often painfully embarrassed. He himself,’ he
said, ‘ had spent three or four hours a-day, for
eighteen months, in the translation of the Gospel
by St. Matthew, availing himself of all the helps
he could obtain from translations, as well as from
the talents and experience of a Missionary
residing near him; and yet, after all, he was very
far from being satisfied with the work he then
accomplished.’

Of the extent and accuracy of Rammohun’s
attainments in language, one might very well
presume from his knowledge of the English,
which was not only correct and elegant, but
strikingly idiomatic. I never ohserved him em-
ploy words which are in a particular sense only
synonymous, in any way contrary to the usually
received parallelism ; and when in conversation
he was observed to hesitate for a word, he gene-
rally succeeded, not only in finding a correct ex-
Ppression, but one of the most elegant and expres-
sive words of our language. As to correctness of
idiom, his expressions were often calculated to
excite surprise,~—in hearing from the lips of one
so conspicuously a foreigner, phrases which indi-
cated the familiarity of a mother’s tongue. An
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example of this] which I findin my notes of con-
versations with him, I may here transcribe :—

Speaking of the capability of the Brahmins
becoming Christians without the necessary sacri-
fice of caste, he justified the providing for-the one
difficulty, already referred to, in the case of the
Lord’s Supper, by the administration of the Ordi-
nance from the hands of an ordained minister
from among themselves. Some of the company,
however, who had been invited to meet him
at a breakfast, where this conversation occurred,
strongly deprecated such a designed arrangement,
" conceiving it to involve a compromise of what
they held to be a Christian principle—* the not
admitting of distinctions in religion.” “ Why,”
said he—with a lively and animated energy of
manner—*“I see distinctions, more than I approve
of, every where. I have been in the Cathedral
at Calcutta, and are there not distinctions there ?
There is the governor-general and his lady in
their golden box : then there are his chief officers
and secretaries, so to speak, in their silver box ;
and there are the poor people who have their
place without any accommodation! But if the
poor man were to get u