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-6 POSTSCRIPT.

reward the poet whofe name they boaft, and from
their alliance to whofe genius, they claim fome kind
of fuperiority to every other nation of the earth; that
poet, whofe works may poffibly. be read when every
other monument of Britifh greatnefs thall be oblite-
rated; to reward him-—not with pl&urcs, or with
medals, which, if he fees, he fees'with contempt, but
—with tokens of gratitude, which he, perhaps, may
even now confider as not unworthy the regard of an
immortal fpirit. And furely, to-thofe, who refufe
their names- to no other fcheme of expence, it will
not be unwelcome, that a suBscrIpTION is propofed,
for relieving, in the languor of age, the pains of dif-
cafe, and the contempt of poverty, the grand-daugh-
ter of the author of Parapise Lost. Nor can
it be queftioned, that if I, who have been marked
out as the ZorLus of MiLTon, think this regard due
to his pofterity, the defign will be warmly feconded
by thofe, whofe lives have been employed, in difco-
vcrmg his cxccllcncxes, and extending his reputa-
tion,
Subfcriptions
For the Relief of
Mrs. EL1zaBeTH FosTER,
- Grand-daughter to Joun MiLTON,
are taken in by

‘Mr. Dodfley, in Pall-Mall;

Mefirs. Cox and Collings,under the Royal Exchange;
Mr. Cave, at St. John’s Gate, Clerkenwell; and,
Mefirs. Payne and Bouquet, in Pater-nofter-Row,

A LET-



A

LETTEHR

TO THE

‘Reverend M. DOUGL AS,

. OCCASIONED
By his ViNDicATION of MILTON,

To which are fubjoined,
Several carious original LETTERs from the Authors of the Un1-
veERSAL HisTorY, Mr. AI1nsworTH, Mr.MacLAURIN, &G,

By WILLIAM LAUDER, A. M.
R ——
Quem penitet peccaffe paems off inmocens. Smnu;
Corpora magnanimo fatis ef profiraffé Leoni,
Pugna fuwm finem, quum jacet boflis, babet Ovrp.
e Pretuli Clementiam

Furis Rigori. - Gror11 Adamus Exful-

Firft printed in the Year MDcCLI,
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Of this \pamphletMr, Lauder-gives the following aecount:
An ingenious gentleman (for whofe amazing abilities I had con-
ceived the higheft veneration, and in whofe candour and friend-
fhip I repofed the moft implicit and unlimited confidence) ad-
vifed me to make an unreferved difclofure of all the lines 1 had
interpolated againft Milton, with this view, chiefly, that ne
future critics might ever have an opportunity of valuing them-
felves apon fmall difcoveries of aﬂ lines, which weuld ferve
to revive my error, and keep the controverfy eternally alive.
¢¢ With this expedient I then chearfully complied, when that
gentleman wrote for me the letter that was publithed in my
name to. Mr. Dougfas, in whi¢h he comdhitted one error that
proved fatal to me, and at the fame time injurious Yo the pubfic.
For, in place of acknowledging that fuch and fuch particular.
paflages only were interpolated, he gave up the whole Effay
'aj'l Milton as- défafion and mifreprefentation, and theréby
impofed more grievoufly on the public than I had done, and
that too in terms much more fabmuflive and abje& than the na-
tare of the offence required.
¢ Though this letter, in many refpeils, contained not my fen-
timents, as plainly appears from the contradi@tory Poftfeript
fubjoined to it ; yet fuch was my infatuation at that time, and
implicit confidence in my friend, that I fuffered it to be printed
in my name, though I ‘was previoufly informed by one of the
greateft men of the age of its hurtful tendency, which I have
fince fully experienced to my coft.

- % That the gentleman meant to ferve me, and was really of

««’

'Y
'
€
L
«c
cc
.
'
.
«

€<

opinion that the method he propofed might probably prove ef-
feCtual for refeuing me from the odfam of the public, and in
Yomc meafure reftoring my charafter to the honour it had loft,
I was then difpofed to believe. His repeated aéts of friendthip
to me on former occafions, in conjuntion with a reputation uni<
verfally eftablifhed for candour and integrity, left me little
room to doubt it : though it is certainly a moft prepofterous
method for a criminal, in order to obtain pardon for one a& of
fclony, to confefs himfelf gudty of a thaufand. However, I
cannot but condemn myfelf for placing fomplicit a confidence
in the judgment of any man, how great or good foever, as to
fuffer his miflakes to be given to the publie as my opinion.”

King Charles windicated from the charge of plagiarifm, brought
againft bim by Milton, and Milton bimfelf convified of forgery and a
8rofs impofition on the public, 8vo. 1754. p. 3. [
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10 A LETTER TO THE

tages 'with - fo 'much”’'moderation, and can enjoy the
honour of conqueft without the infolence of triumph,

It was one of the maxims of the Spartans, not
to prefs upon a flying army, and therefore their
enemies were always ready to quit the field, becaufe
they knew the danger was only in oppofing. The
civility with which you have thought proper to treat
me, when you had inconteftable fuperiority, has in-
clined me to make your vitory complete, without
any further ftruggle, and not only publicly to acknow-
ledge the truth of the charge which you have hitherta
advanced, but to confefs, without the leaft diffimu-
lation, fubterfuge, or concealment, every other in-
terpolation I have made in thofe authors, which you
have not yet had opportunity to examine.

On the fincerity and pun&uality of this confeffion,
I 'am willing to depend for all the future regard of
mankind, and cannot but indulge fome hopes, that
they whom my offence has alienated from me, may,
by this inftance of ingenuity and repentance, be pro-
pitiated and reconciled. Whatever be the event, I
fhall at leaft have done all that can be done in repa-
ration of my former injuries to Milton, to truth, and
to mankind, and entreat that thofe who fhall continue
‘implacable, will examine their own hearts, whether
they-have not committed equal crimes without equal
proofs of forrow, or equal aéts of atonement *.

® The interpolations are diftinguithed by Jtalick chara&ters.

PASSAGES



REVEREND MR. DOUGLAS. 11

Passaces interpolated in MaseN1us,

The word pandemonium in the marginal notes of
Book I. [Eflay, page 10.

Crtation VI. Effay, pége 38.

Adnuit ipfa dolo, malumque (heu! longa dolendi °
Materies ! & trifte nefas!) vefana momordit
Tanti ignara mali. Mora nulla, folutus Avernus
Exfpuit infandas acies; fraCtumque remugit
Divulfa compage folum: Nabathza receptum
Regna dedere fonum, Pharioque in littore Nereus.
Territus erubuit : fimul adgemuere dolentes
Hefperiz valles, libyzque calentis arenz

Exarfere procul. Stupefata Lycaonis urfa
Conftitit, & pavido riguit glacialis in axe:
Omnis cardinibus fubmotus inhorruit orbis ;
Angeli boc efficiunt, celefia juffa fecuti.

Crration VII. Effay, page 41.

Illa quidem fugiens, fparfis per terga capillis,

Ora rigat lacrimis, & ccelum quefhbus implet :
Talia voce rogans. ‘Magni Deus arbiter orbis |
Qui rerum momenta tenes, folufque futuri
Prefcius, elapfique memor; quem terra potentem
Imperio, ‘ceelique tremunt; quem dite fuperbus
Horre{cit Phlegethon, pavidoque furore veretur :
En! Styge crudeli premimur. Laxantur hiatus
Tartarei, dirufque folo dominatur Avernus,
Inferm'que canes populantur cunila creata,

Et manes violant fuperos: difcrimina rerum _
. Suftulit
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4 . -A LETTER TO THE

Sibila retorquet ora fetofum caput
Trifidamque linguam vibrat: oculi ardent duo,
Carbunculorum luce certantes rubrd.

Citation VII. Effay, page 65, the whole paffage.

Nata deo! atque bomine Jata!
Regina mundi ! eademque interitus infcial
Cunélis colenda !

Citarion VIIL Effay, page 66, the whole paffage.

Rationis etenim omnino paritas exigit,
Ego bruta quando beflia evafi loguens ;
Ex bomine, qualis ante, te fieri Deam.

Crrarrox IX. Effay, ibid.

Per fan&a thalami facra, per jus nominis
Quodcumque noftri: five me natam vocas,
Ex te creatam; five communi patre

Ortam, fororem ; five potius conjugem :
Caffam, oro, dulci luminis jubare tui .
Ne me relinquas: nunc tuo auxilio eft opus,
Cum verfa fors eft. Unicum lapfee mihi
Firmamen, unam fpem gravi adfli®z malo,
Te mihi referva, dum licet: mortajum

Ne tota foboles pereat unius nece:

Tibi nam relidia, quo petam? aut evum exigam ?

Cirarion X. Eflay, page 67, the whole paffage.

Tu namque foli numini contrarius,
Minus es nocivus ; af-ego nocentior, :
7 A ( Adeoque



REVEREND MR.. DOUGLAS. 15

( Adeoque mifera magis\quippe miferie comes
Origoque fcelus eff, lurida mater male!)
Deumque lefi [ecelere, teque, virl fimul.

Citartion XI. Effay, page 68, the whole paffage.
Quod comedo, poto, gigno, diris fubjacet.

Interpolation in Ram/ay.
CitaTron VI. Effay, page 88.

O judex! nova me facies inopinaque terret;

Me macule turpes, nudzque in corpore fordes,
Et cruciant duris exercita pectora peenis :

Me ferus horror agit. Mihi non vernantia prata,
Non vitrei fontes, cceli non aurea templa,

Nec funt grata mihi fub utroque jacentia fole :
Judicis ora Dei fic terrent, lancinat grum

Sic pe€tus mihi noxa. O fi mi abrumpere vitam,
Et detur peenam quovis evadere letho !

Ipfa parens utinam mihi tellus ima dehifcat !

Ad piceas trudarque umbras, atque infera regna!
Pallentes umbras Erebi, noilemque profundam !
Montibus aut premar injectis, ccelique ruini!
Ante tuos vultus, tua quam flammantiaque ora
Sufpiciam, caput objelem & cceleftibus armis !

Interpolations in Stapborfius.

Crrarion III. Effay, page 104.

Fcedus in humanis fragili quod fan&ius =vo !

Firmius & melius, quod magnificentius, ac quam ™

Conjugii, fponfi fponfzque jugalia facra !
L Aufpice
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Aufpice te, fugiens alient fubcuba lefti,

Dira libido bominum tota de gente repulfa eff :

Ac tantum gregibus pecudum ratione carentum
Imperat, & fine lege tori furibunda vagatur,
Ayfpice te, quam jura probant, reflumqus, piumqus,
Filius atque pater, fraterque innotuit ; & quot
Vincula vicini fociarunt fanguinis, a te

Nominibus didicére fuam diftinguere genten.

Crtation VI. Effay, page 109.

Cceleftes animz ! fublimia templa tenentes,
Laudibus adcumulate deum fuper omnia magnum! e
Tu quoque nunc animi vis tota ac maxuma noftri !
Tota tui in Dominj grates diffolvere laudes !
Aurord redeunte novd, redeuntibus umbris.
Immenfum ! auguftum ! verum! infcrutabile numen !
Summe Deus! fobolefque Dei! conforfque duorum,
Spiritus | zternas retines, bone rector! habenss,
Per mare, per terras, ceelofque, atque unus Jhova
Exiftens, celebrabo tuas, memorique fonabo
Organico ple&ro laudes. Te peftore amabo,

Te primum, &5 medium, & fummum, fed fine carentem,
O miris mirande modis ! ter maxime rerym !
Colluftrat terras dum lumine Titgn Eoo !

Interpolation in Fox. Eflay, page 116.

Tu Pfychephone
Hypocrifis efto, hoc fub Francifci pallio.
Tu Thanate, Martyromaﬁix re & nomine fies.

Altered
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Altered thus,
Tu Pfychephone !
Hypocrifis efto; hoc fub Francifci pallio,
Quo tutd tefli fefe credunt emori.

Interpolation in Quintianus. Eflay, page 117.

Mic. Cur huc procaci veneris curfu refer ?
Manere fi quis in fua poteft domo,
Habitare numquam curet alienas domos.

Luc, Quis non, reliti Tartari nigri domo,
Veniret? Illic fumma tenebrarum lues,
Ubi pedor ingens redolet extremum fitum.
Hic autem amoena regna, & dulcis quies;
Ubi ferenus ridet eternim dies.

Mutare facile * eft pondus immen{um levi,
Summos dolores maximifque gaudiis.

Interpolation in Beza. Effay, page 119.

Stygemque teftor, & profunda Tartari,

Nifi impediret livor, & queis profequor

Odia fupremum numen, atque hominum genus,
Pietate motus hinc patris, & hinc filii,

Poffem parenti condolere & filio,

Quafi exuiffem omnem malitiam ex pectore,

Interpolation in Fletcher. Eflay, page 124.

Nec tamen @ternos obliti (abfifte timere)
Umgquam animos, feflique ingentes ponimus iras.

¢ For facile, the word wolupe was fubftituted in the Effay.
Vor. VIII, C Nec
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Nec fas j/non. ficldeficimhus; nec talia tecum
Geflimus, in ccelos olim tua figna fecuti.

Eft hic, eft vite & magni contemptor Olympi,
Quique oblatam animus lucis nunc refpuat aulam,
Et domiti tantum placeat cui regia cceli.

Ne dubita, numquam fra&tis hec pectora, numquam
Deficient animis: prius ille ingentia cceli

Atria, defertofque ®ternz lucis alumnos

Deftituens, Erebum admigret no&temque profundam,
Et Stygiis mutet radiantia Jumina flammis.

In promptu cauffa eft : fupereft inviita voluntas,
Immortale odium, vindifie & feva cupido.

Interpolations in Taubman. Effay, page 132.

Thune, ait, imperio regere omnia folus ; et una
Filius ifte tuus, qui fe tibi fubjicit uvltro,

Ac genibus minor ad terram profternit, & offert
Nefcio quos toties animi fervilis honores ?

Et tamen eterni proles terna Jehovae

Audit ab ztherea luteaque propagine mundi.
(Scilicet bunc natum dixifti, cunila regentem ;
Celitibus regem cuniiis, dominumque fupremum)
Huic ego fim fupplex ? ego? quo preftantior alter
Non agit in fuperis. Mihi jus dabit ille, fuum qui
Dat caput alterius fub jus & vincula legum ?
Semideus reget ifte polos ? reget avia terrz ?

Me preflum leviore manu fortuna tenebit ?

Et cogar eternum duplici fervire tyranno 2

Haud ita. Tu folus non polles fortibus aufis.

Non ego fic cecidi, nec fic mea fata premuntur,

7 _ Ut
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Ut nequeamrelevare)caputy’ colloque fuperbum
Excutere imperium. Mihi fi mea dextra favebit,
Audco totius mihi jus promittere mundi,

Effay, page 152.

Throni, dominationes, principatus, virtutes, potef-
tates, is faid to be a line borrowed by MiLTon from
the title-page of Hevwoon’s Hierarchy of Angels.
But there are more words in Heywood’s title ; and, ac
cording to his own arrangement of his fubjets, they
thould be read thus.—Serapbim, cherubim, throni, po-
teftates, angeli, archangeli, principatus, dominationes.

Thefe are my interpolations, minutely traced with-
out any arts of evafion. Whether from the pafiages
that yet remain, any reader will be convinced of my
general affertion, and allow, that Mi/ton had recourfe
for affiftance to any of the authors whofe names I have
mentioned, I fhall not now be very diligent to enquire,
for 1 had no particular pleafure in fubverting the re-
putation of Milton, which 1 had myfelf once endea-
voured to exalt*; and of which, the foundation had

' always

® Virorum maximus— JoaANNEs MrrTonus—Poeta celeber-
rimus—non Angliz modo, foli natalis, verum generis humani or-
namentum—cujus eximius liber, Anglicanis verfibus confcriptus,
vulgo PARADISUS AMIssuUs, immortalis illud ingenii monumen-
tum, cum ipfa feré =ternitate perennaturum eft opus ! —Hujus me-
moriam Anglorum primus, poft tantum, proh dolor! ab tanti
exceflu poetz intervallum, ftatua eleganti in loco celeberrimo,
cznobio Weftmonafterienfi, pofita, regum, principum, antifti-
Cz tum,
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always/rémained uritouched by me, had not my credit
and my intereft been blafted, or thought to be blafted,
by the fhade which it caft from its boundlefs elevation.
About ten years ago, I publifhed an edition of Dr.
Fobnfton’s tranflation of the P/alms, and having pro-
cured from the general aflembly of the church of
Scotland, a recommendation of its pfe to the lower
claffes of grammar-fchools, into which I had begun
- to introduce it, though not without much controverfy
and oppofition ; I thought it likely that I fhould, by
annual publications, improve my little fortune, and be
enabled to fupport myfelf in freedom from the miferies
of indigence. But Mr. Pope, in his malevolence to
Mr. Benfon, who had diftinguithed himfelf by his.
fondnefs for the fame verfion, deftroyed all my hopes
by a diftich, in which he places Fobnfton in a contemp-
tuous comparifon with the author of Pargdife Lot +.
From

tum, illuftriumque Angliz virorum cemeterio, vir ornatiffimus,
Gulielmus Benfon profecutus eft.
Poctarum Scotorum Mufee Sacre in prafatione, Edinb. 173g.
A charater, as high and honourable as ever was beftowed upon
him by the moft fanguine of his admirers ! and as this was my cool
and fincere opinion of that wonderful man formerly, fo I declare
it to be the fame fill, and ever will be, notwithftanding all ap-
pearances to the contrary, occafioned merely by paffion and re-
fentment ; which appear, however, by the Poitfcript to the Effay,
to be fo far from extending to the pofterity of Milton, that I re-
commend his only remaining defcendent, in the warmeft terms,
to the public.
+ On two unequal crutches prop’d he * came,
MivLToN’s on this, on that one JoHNsSTON’s name.
) Dunciad. Book IV.
* Benfon.] This man endeavoured to raife himfelf to fame, by
ere@ing monuments, firiking coins, and procuring tranflations of
Milton ;
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From'this time, 'all 'my Praifes of Fobnflon became
ridiculous, and I was cenfured with great freedom, for -
forcing upon the fchools, an author whom Mr. Pope
had mentioned only as a foil to a better poet. On
this occafion, it was natural not to be pleafed, and
my refentment feeking to difcharge itfelf fome where,
was unhappily direGted againft Milton. 1 refolved to
attack his fame, and found fome paffages in curfory
reading, which gave me hopes of ftigmatifing him as
a plagiary. The farther I carried my fearch, the more
eager I grew for the difcovery, and the more my hy-
pothefis was oppofed, the more I was heated with rage,
The confequence of my blind paffion, I need not re-
late; it has by your deteion, become apparent to
mankind. Nor do I mention this provocation as
adequate to the fury which I have fhown, but as a

Milton ; and afterwards by a great paflion for Arthur Fobnfton, a
Scots phyfician’s verfion of the pfalms, of which he printed many
fine editions.  Notes on the Dunciad.

No fewer than fix different editions of that ufeful and valuable
book, two in quarto, two in o&tavo, and two in a lefler form, now
lie like lumber in the hand of Mr, Paillant, bookfeller, the effe&ts
of Mr. Pope’s ill-natured critici{m.

One of thefe editions in quarto, illuftrated with an interpreta-
tion and notes, after the manner of the claffic authors in ufum Del-
bini, was by the worthy editor, anmo 1741, infcribed to his Royal
Highnefs Prince George, as a proper book for his inftruction in
principles of piety, as well as knowledge of the Latin tongue,
when he fhould arrive at due maturity of age. To reftore this
book to credit was the caufe that induced me to engage in this dif~
agreeable controverfy, rather than any defign to depreciate the

juft reputation of Milson.
C3 caufe
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caufe of anger, lefs thameful and reproachful than
fractious malice, perfonal envy, or national jealoufy.

But for the violation of truth, I offer no excufe, be-
caufe I well know, that nothing can excufe it. Nor
will I aggravate my crime, by difingenuous pallia-
tions. I confefs it, I repent it, and refolve, that my
firft offence fhall be my laft. More I cannot per-
form, and more therefore cannot be required. ' I in-
treat the pardon of all men, whom I have by any
means induced to fupport, to countenance, or pa-
tronife my frauds, of which 1 think myfelf obliged to
deciare, that not one of my friends was confcious. I
hope to deferve, by better conduét and more ufeful
undertakings, that patronage which I have obtained
from the motft illuftrious and venerable names by mif-
reprefentation and delufion, and to appear hereafter
in fuch a charaéter, as fhall give you no reafon to
regret that your name is frequently mentioned with
that of,

Reverend Sir,

Dec. 20, 1750, Your moft bumble fervant,

WILLIAM LAUDER.
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OF A

FREE ENOQUTIRY
INTO THE

NATURE AND ORIGIN OF EVIL.

—————————

HIS is a treatife confifting of Six Letters

upon a very difficult and important queftion,
which I am afraid this author’s endeavours will not
free from the perplexity, which has intangled the
fpeculatifts of all ages, and which muft always con-
tinue while we fee but in part. He calls it a Free
Enguiry, and indeed his freedom is, 1 think, greater
than his modefty. Though he is far from the con-
temptible arrogance, or the impious licentioufnefs
of Bolingbroke, yet he decides too eafily upon quef-
tions out of the reach of human determination, with
too little confideration of mortal weaknefs, and with
too much vivacity for the neceffary caution.

In the firft letter on Evil in gemeral, he obferves,
that, <« it is the folution of this important queftion,
< gqpbence came Ewvil, alone, that can afcertain the
¢ moral chara&eriftick of God, without which there
« is an end of all diftin&tion between Good and
« Evil.” Yet he begins this Enquiry by this de-
claration: ¢ That there is a Supreme Being, in-

C4 « finitely
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< finitely/powerfolylwife;) and benevolent, the great
"« Creator and Preferver of all things, is a truth fo
¢ clearly demonftrated, that it fhall be here taken
« for granted.”” What is this but to fay, that we
" have already reafon to grant the exiftence of thofe
attributes of God, which the prefent Enquiry is
defigned to prove? The prefent Enquiry is then
furely made to no purpofe. The attributes to the
demonttration of which the folution of this great
queftion is neceffary, bave been demonftrated with-
out any folution, or by means of the folution of :
fome former writer.

He rejets the Manichean fyftem, but imputes to
it an abfurdity, from which, amidft all its abfurdi-
ties, it feems to be free, and adopts the fyftem of
Mr. Pope. ¢ That pain is no evil, if afferted with
¢ regard to the individuals who fuffer it, is down-
« right nonfenfe; but if confidered as it affes the
¢« univerfal fyftem, is an undoubted truth, and
¢ means only that there is no more pain in it than -
¢ what is neceffary to the production of happinefs. -
« How many foever of thefe evils then force them-
¢ felves into the creation, fo long as the good pre-
¢« ponderates, it is a work well worthy of infinite
¢« wifdom and benevolence; and, notwithftanding
« the imperfeCtions of its parts, the whole is moft |
¢ undoubtedly perfect.” And in the former part ,
of the Letter, he gives the principle of his fyftem in
thefe words: ¢ Omnipotence cannot work contra-
¢ di¢ions, it can only effect all poffible things.
¢ But fo little are we acquainted with the whole
« {yftem of nature, that we know not what are
¢ poflible, and what are not: but if we may judge

« from,
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* from that/conftant ‘mi%ture of pain with pleafure,
« and inconveniency with advantage, which we muft
¢ obferve in every thing around us, we have reafon
¢ to conclude, that to endue created beings with per-
¢ fetion, that is, to produce Good exclufive of Evil,
¢ is one of thofe impofibilities which even infinite
¢« power cannot accomplifh.”

This is elegant and acute, but will by no means
calm difcontent, or filence curiofity ; for whether
Evil can be wholly feparated from Good or not, it
is plain that they may be mixed in various degrees,
and as far as human eyes can judge, the degree of
Evil might have been lefs without any impediment to
good.

The fecond Letter on the evils of imperfeftion, is
little more than a paraphrafe of Pope’s Epittles, or
yet lefs than a paraphrafe, a mere tranflation of
poetry into profe. This is furely to attack diffi-
culty with very difproportionate abilities, to cut the
Gerdian knot with very blunt inftruments. When
we are told of the infufficiency -of former folutions,
why is one of the lateft, which no man can have
forgotten, given us again? I am told, that this
pamphlet is not the effort of hunger: what can
it be then but the produ& of vanity ? and yet how
can vanity be gratified by plagiarifm, or tranfcrip-
tion ? When this fpeculatift finds himfelf prompted
to another performance, let him confider whether he
is about to difburthen his mind, or employ his fin-
gers; and if I might venture to offer him a fubje&,
I thould with that he would folve this queftion, Why
he that has nothing to write, fhould defire to be a
writer ?

Yet
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Yet is not this Letter without fome fentiments,
which, though not new, are of great importance,
and may be read with pleafure in the thoufandth
repetition.

¢ Whatever we enjoy is purely a free gift from
¢ our Creator; but that we enjoy no more, can ne-
<« ver fure be deemed an injury, or a juft reafon to
¢ queftion his infinite benevolence. All our hap-
« pinefs is owing to his goodnefs; but that it is no
¢« gteater, is owing only to ourfelves; that is, to
¢ our not having any inherent right to any happi-
« nefs, or even to any exiftence at all. This is no
¢ more to be imputed to God, than the wants of a
¢ beggar to the perfon who has relieved him: that
¢ he had fomething, was owing to his benefator;
¢ but that he had no more, only to his own original
« poverty.”

Thus far he fpeaks what every man muft approve,
and what every wife man has faid before him. He
then gives us the fyftem of fubordination, not in-
vented, for it was known I think to the Arabian
metaphyficians, but adopted by Pope; and from
him borrowed by the diligent refearches of this
great inveftigator.

¢ No fyftem can poflibly be formed, even in
¢ imagination, without a fubordination of parts.
¢« Every animal body muft have different members
« fubfervient to each other; every piure muft be
¢ compofed of various colours, and of light and
¢ fhade; all harmony muft be formed of trebles,
< tenors, and baffes ; every beautiful and ufeful edi-
¢ fice muft confift of higher and lower, more and lefs
¢ magnificent apartments. This is in the very ef-
¢ fence

/
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¢ fence of all created things, and therefore cannot
« be prevented by any means whatever, unlefs by
“ not creating them at all.”

Thefe inftances are ufed inftead of Pope’s Ozk and
Weeds, or Fupiter and his Satellites ; but neither
Pope, nor this writer, have much contributed to
folve the difficulty. Perfection or imperfection of
unconfcious beings has no meaning as referred to
themfelves ; the 4a/s and the treble are equally per-
fect ; the mean and magnificent apartments feel no
pleafure or pain from the comparifon. Pope might
afk the weed, why it was lefs than the Oak, but the
weed would never afk the queftion for itfelf. The
bafs and treble differ only to the hearer, meannefs
and magnificence only to the inhabitant. There is
no Evil but muft inhere in a confcious being, or be
referred- to it; that is, Evil muft be felt before it is
Evil. Yet even on this fubjet many queftions
might be offered which human underftanding has
not yet anfwered, and which the prefent hafte of
this extra¢t will not fuffer me to dilate.

He proceeds to an humble detail of Pope’s opi-
nion: ¢ The univerfe is a {yftem whofe very effence
« confifts in fubordination; a fcale of beings de-
« fcending by infenfible degrees from infinite per-
¢¢ fetion to abfolute nothing; in which, though we
¢ may jultly expett to find perfection in the whole,
« could we poffibly comprehend it; yet would it be
« the higheft abfurdity to hope for it in all its parts,
¢ becaufe the beauty and happinefs of the whole de-
« pend altogether on the juft inferiority of its parts,
¢ that is, on the comparative imperfections of the
¢t feveral beings of which it is compofed.”

<« It
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« It would 'have been“no more an inftance of
God’s wifdom to have created no beings but of
the higheft and moft perfeét order, than it would
be of a painter’s art to cover his whole piece with
one fingle colour, the moft beautiful he could
compofe. Had he confined himfelf to fuch, no-
thing could have exifted but demi-gods, or arch-
angels, and then all inferior orders muft have
been void and uninhabited : but as it is furely
more agreeable to infinite Benevolence, that all
thefe fhould be filled up with beings capable of
enjoying happinefs themfelves, and contributing
to that of others, they muft neceflarily be filled
with inferior beings, that is, with fuch as are lefs
perfect, but from whofe exiftence, notwithftand-
ing that lefs perfettion, more felicity upon the
whole accrues to the univerfe, than if no fuch
had been created. It is moreover highly pro-
bable, that there is fuch a connetion between all
ranks and orders by fubordinate degrees, that they
mutually fupport each other’s exiftence, and every
one in its place is abfolutely neceflary towards
fuftaining the whole vaft and magnificent fa-
brick.
« Our pretences for complaint could be of this
only, that we are not fo high in the fcale of ex-
iftence as our ignorant ambition may defire; a
pretence which muft eternally fubfift ; becaufe,
were we ever fo much higher, there would be ftill
room for infinite power to exalt us; and fince no
link in the chain can be broke, the fame reafon
for difquiet muft remain to thofe who fucceed to
that chafm, which muft be occafioned by our pre-
« ferment.
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¢t ferment.'/VAmanC¢an-have no reafon to repine that
« he is not an angel; nor a horfe that he is not a
* man; much lefs, that in their feveral ftations they
¢ poflefs not the faculties of another ; for this would
¢ be an infufferable misfortune.”

This doftrine of the regular fubordination of
beings, the fcale of exiftence, and the chain of
nature, I have often confidered, but always left the
enquiry in doubt and uncertainty.

That every being not infinite, compared with
infinity, muft be imperfe&, is evident to intuition ;
that whatever is imperfe&t muft have a certain line
which it cannot pafs, is equally certain. But the
reafon which determined this limit, and for which
fuch being was fuffered to advance thus far and no
farther, we fhall never be able to difcern. Our dif-
coverers tell us, the Creator has made beings of all
orders, and that therefore one of them muft be fuch
as man. But this fyftem feems to be eftablifhed on
a conceflion, which, if it be refufed, cannot be
extorted.

Every reafon which can be brought to prove, that
there are beings of every poffible fort, will prove that
there is the greateft number pofiible of every fort of
beings ; but this with refpect to man we know, if we
know any thing, not to be true.

It does not appear even to the imagination, that
of three orders of being, the firft and the third receive
any advantage from the imperfection of the fecond,
or that indeed they may not equally exift, though the
fecond had never been, or fhould ceafe to be, and
why fhould that be concluded neceffary, which can-
not be proved even to be ufeful ?

The
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The feale, of exiftence cfrom infinity to nothing,
cannot poffibly have being. The higheft being not
infinite muft be, as has been often obferved, at an
infinite diftance below infinity. Cheyne, who, with
the defire inherent in mathematicians to reduce every
thing to mathematical images, confiders all exiftence
as a cone, allows that the bafis is at an infinite dif-
tance from the body. And in this diftance between
finite and infinite, there will be room for ever for an
infinite feries of indefinable exiftence.

Between the loweft pofitive exiftence and nothing,
wherever we fuppofe pofitive exiftence to ceafe, is
another chafm infinitely deep; where there is room
again for endlefs orders of fubordinate nature, conti-
nued for ever and for ever, and yet infinitely fuperior
to non-exiftence. '

To thefe meditations humanity is unequal. But
yet we may afk, not of our Maker, but of each other,
fince on the one fide creation, wherever it ftops, muft
ftop infinitely below infinity, and on the other infi-
nitely above nothing, what neceflity there is that it
thould proceed fo far either way, that beings fo high
or fo low fhould ever have exifted? We may afk ;
but I believe no created wifdom can give an adequate
anfwer. .

Nor is this all.  In the fcale, wherever it begins or
ends, are infinite vacuities, At whatever diftance
we fuppofe the next order of beings to be above
man, there is room for an intermediate order of
beings between them; and if for one order, then
for infinite orders; fince every thing that admits of
more or lefs, and confequently all the parts of that
which admiss them, may be infinitely divided. So

that,
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that, as far asywe canjudgeyithere may be room in
the vacuity between any two fteps of the fcale, or be-
tween any two points of the cone of being for infinite
exertion of infinite power.

Thus it appears how little reafon thofe who repofe
their reafon upon the fcale of being have to triumph
over them who recur to any other expedient of folu-
tion, and what difficulties arife on every fide to re-
prefs the rebellions of prefumptuous decifion. Qu#
pauca confiderat, facile promunciat. In our paffage
through the boundlefs ocean of difquifition we often
take fogs for land, and after having long toiled to
approach them, find, inftead of repofe and harbours,
new ftorms of objetion, and fluctuations of uncer-
tainty.

We are next entertained with Pope’s alleviations of
thofe evils which we are doomed to fuffer.

« Poverty, or the want of riches, is generally
“ compenfated by having more hopes, and fewer
< fears, by a greater fhare of health, and a more
¢ exquifite relifh of the fmalleft enjoyments, than
¢ thofe who poffefs them are ufually blefled with,
« The want of tafte and genius, with all the plea-
¢ fures that arife from them, are commonly recom-
¢ penfed by a more ufeful kind of common fenfe,
“ together with a wonderful delight, as well as fuc-
¢ cefs, in the bufy purfuits of a fcrambling world.
¢ The fufferings of the fick are greatly relieved by
¢ many trifling gratifications imperceptible to
¢« others, and fometimes almoft repaid by the in-
¢ conceivable tranfports occafioned by the return
¢¢ of health and vigour. Folly cannot be very
¢ grievous, becaufe imperceptible ; and T doubt got

({4 ut
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« but there'is fome ‘truth'in that rant of a mad
« poet, that there is a pleafure in being mad, which
¢ none but madmen know. Ignorance, or the
¢« want of knowledge and literature, the appointed
« Jot of all born to poverty, and the drudgeries of
¢ life, is the only opiate capable of infufing that
¢ infenfibility which can enable them to endure the
< miferies of the one, and the fatigues of the other.
¢« Itis a cordial adminiftered by the gracious hand
« of Providence; of which they ought never to be
¢« deprived by an ill-judged and improper education.
¢« It is the bafis of all fubordination, the fupport of
«¢ fociety, and the privilege of individuals: and I
¢« have ever thought it a moft remarkable inftance
¢« of the divine wifdom, that whereas in all animals,
¢¢ whofe individuals rife little above the reft of their
« fpecies, knowledge is inftin&tive; in man, whofe
¢ individuals are fo widely different, it is acquired
« by education; by which means the prince and
< the labourer, the philofopher and the peafant, are
¢« in fome meafure fitted for their refpeétive fitua-
¢ tions.”

Much of thefe pofitions is perhaps true, and the
whole paragraph might well pafs without cenfure,
were not objections neceffary to the eftablifhment
of knowledge. Poverty is very gently paraphrafed
by want of rickes. In that fenfe almoft every man
may in his own opinion be poor. But there is ano-
ther poverty, which is want of competence, of all that
can foften the miferies of life, of all that can diver-
fify attention, or delight imagination. ‘There is yet
another poverty, which is want of neceffaries, a {pe-
cies of poverty which no care of the publick, no

charity
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frequent, it'is not neceflary to raife a difquifition,
but I cannot forbear to obferve, that I never yet
knew diforders of mind increafe felicity: every.
madman is either arrogant and irafcible, or gloomy
and fufpicious, or poflefled by fome paffion or no- -
tion deftrutive to his quiet. He has always dif-
content in his look, and malignity in his bofom.
And, if he had the power of choice, he would foon
repent who fhould refign his reafon to fecure his
peace.

Concerning the portion of ignorance neceflary to
make the condition of the lower clafles of mankind
fafe to the publick and tolerable to themfelves, both
morals and policy exa& a nicer enquiry than will be
very foon or very eafily made. There is undoubt-
edly a degree of knowledge which will dire&t a man
to refer all to Providence, and to acquiefce in the
condition with which omnifcient Goodnefs has deter-
mined to allot him ; to confider this world as a phan-
tom that muft foon glide from before his eyes, and
the diftreflfes and vexations that encompafs him, as
duft fcattered in his path, as a blaft that chills him for
a moment, and paffes off for ever.

Such wifdom, arifing from the comparifon of a
part with the whole of our exiftence, thofe that
want it moft cannot pofiibly obtain from philofophy ;
nor unlefs the method of education, and the ge-
neral tenor of life are changed, will very eafily re-
ceive it from religion. The bulk of mankind is
not likely to be very wife or very good: and I
know not whether there are not muany ftates of life,
in which all knowledge; lefs than the higheft wif-
dom, will produce difcontent and danger. I be-

‘ lieve
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lieve it may 'be'fometimes-found, that a little learn-
ing is to a poor man a dangerous thing. But fuch is
the condition of humanity, that we eafily fee, or
quickly feel the wrong, but cannot always diftinguifh
‘the right. Whatever knowledge is fuperfluous, in
irremediable povérty, is hurtful, but the difficulty is
to determine when poverty is irremediable, and at
what point fuperfluity begins. Grofs ignorance every
man has found equally dangerous with perverted
knowledge. Men left wholly to their appetites and
their inftinéts, with little fenfe of moral or religious
obligation, and with very faint diftinétions of right
and wrong, can never be fafely employed, or confi-
dently trufted : they can be honeft only by obftinacy,
and diligent only by compulfion or caprice. Some
inftrution, therefore, is neceflary, and much perhaps
may be dangerous.

Though it fhould be granted that thofe who are
born to poverty and drudgery fhould not be deprived
by an improper education of the opiate of ignorance ;
even this conceffion will not be of much ufe to direct
our practice, unlefs it be determined who are thofe
that are borm to poverty. To entail irreverfible po-
verty upon generation after generation, only be-
caufe the anceftor happened to be poor, is in itfelf
cruel, if not unjuft, and is wholly contrary to the
maxims of a commercial nation, which always fup-
pofe and promote a rotation of property, and offer
every individual a chance of mending his condition
by his diligence. Thofe who communicate litera-
ture to the fon of a poor man, confider him as one
not born to poverty, but to the neceflity of deriving
a better fortune from himfelf., In this attempt, as
: D2 in
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in others, 'many “fiil; "and' 'many fucceed. Thofe
that fail will feel their mifery more acutely; but
fince poverty 'is now confeflfed to be fuch a calamity
as cannot be borne without the opiate of infenli-’
bility, I hope the happinefs of thofe whom edu-
cation enables to efcape from it, may turn the ba-
lance againft that exacerbation which the others
fuffer.

I am always afraid of determining on the fide of
envy or cruelty. The privileges of education may
fometimes be improperly beftowed, but I fhall al-
ways fear to with-hold them, left I fhould be yield-
ing to the fuggeftions of pride, while 1 perfuade
myfelf that I am following the maxims of policy ;
and under the appearance of falutary reftraints,
fhould be indulging the luft of dominion, and that
malevolence which delights in feeing others de-
prefled.

Pope’s doétrine is at laft exhibited in a compa-
rifon, which, like other proofs of the fame kind, is
better adapted to delight the fancy than convince
the reafon.

« Thus the univerfe refembles a large and well-
« regulated family, in which all the -officers and
¢« fervants, and even the domeftick animals, are
¢ fubfervient to each other in a proper fubordina-
¢« tion: each enjoys the privileges and perquifites
<¢ peculiar to his place, and at the fame time con-
¢ tributes by that juft fubordination to the magni-
¢ ficence and happinefs of the whole.”

- The magnificence of a houfe is of ufe or pleafure
always to the mafter, and fometimes to the do-
mefticks, But the magnificence of the univerfe

adds
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adds nothing to the Supreme Being; for any part of
[its inhabitants with which human knowledge is ac-
quainted, an univerfe much lefs fpacious or fplendid
would have been fufficient ; and of happinefs it does
not appear that any is communicated from the be-
ings of a lower world to thofe of a higher.

The Enquiry after the caufe of natural Evil is
continued in the-third Letter, in which, as in the
former, there is mixture of borrowed truth, and
native folly, of fome notions juft and trite, with
others uncommon and ridiculous.

His opinion of the value and importance of hap-
pinefs is certainly juft, and I fhall infert it, not
that it will give any information to any reader, but
it may ferve to fhew how the moft common notion
may be fwelled in found, and diffufed in bulk, tiil
it fhall perhaps aftonifh the author himfelf.

«« Happinefs is the only thing of real value in
<« exiftence ; neither riches, nor power, nor wifdom,
« nor learning, nor ftrength, nor beauty, nor vir-
¢ tue, nor religion, nor even life itfelf, being of
« any importance, but as they contribute to its
¢« prodution. All thefe are in themfelves neither
« good nor evil : happinefs alone is their great end,
¢« and they are defirable only as they tend to pro-
 mote it.”

Succefs produces confidence. After this difcovery
of the value of happinefs, he proceeds, without any
diftruft of himfelf, to tell us what has been hid
from all former enquirers.

« The true folution of this important queftion,
 fo long and fo vainly fearched for by the philofo-
¢ phers of all ages and all countries, I take to be

D3 _ «“ at
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¢« at lalt no more than this, that théfe real evils
¢« proceed from the fame fource ds thofe imaginary
¢ ones of imperfection before treated of, namely,
from that fubordination, without whi¢h no created
¢ {yftem can fubfift; all fubordination implying
¢« imperfection, all 1mpcrfe&1on Evil, and all Evil
¢¢ fome kind of i 1nc0nvemcncy or fuﬁ'ermg fo that
¢ there muft be particular inconveniencies and fof-
¢ ferings annexed to every particulat rank of created
‘¢ beings by the circumftances of things, and their
¢ modes of exiftence.

« God indeed might have made us quite other

¢ creatures, and placed us in a world quite differ-
¢ ently conftituted; but then we had been no longer
¢ men, and -whatever beings had occupied our fta-
¢ tions in theuniverfal fyftem, they muft have been
¢ liable to the fame inconveniences,”
- In all this there is nothing that can filence the en-
quiries of curiofity, or calm the perturbations of
doubt. 'Whether fubordination implies imperfec-
tion may be difputed. 'The means refpe&ting them-
felves may be as perfet as the end. The weed as
a weed is no lefs perfect than the oak as an oak.
That imperfestion implies Evil, and Evil fuffering, is
by no means evident. Imperfe@tion may imply
privative Evil, or the abfence of fome good, but
this privation produces no fuffering, but by the help
of knowledge. An infant at the breaft is yet an im-
perfe€t man, but there is no reafon for belief that he
is unhappy by his immaturity, unlefs fome pofitive
pain be fuperadded.

When this author prefumes to fpeak of the uni-
verfe, I would advife him a little to diftruft his own

7 faculties,

"~
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faculties; howeverlarge and comprehenfive. Many
words eafily underftood on common occafion, become
uncertain and figurative when ‘applied to the works of
Omnipotence.  Subordination in human affairs is
well underftood ; but when it is attributed to the uni-
verfal fyftem, its meaning grows lefs certain, like the
petty diftinctions of locality, which are of good ufe
upon our own globe, but have no meaning with
regard to infinite {pace, in which nothing is bigh or
bw. .

That if man, by exaltation to a higher nature,
were exempted from the evils which he now fuffers,
- fome other being muft fuffer them; that if man
. were not man, fomc other being muft be man; is a

pefition mﬁng from his eftablithed notion of the
fcale of being. A notion to which Pope has given
fome importance by adopting it, and of which I
have therefore endeavoured to fhew the uncertainty
and inconfiftency. This fcale of being 1 have de-
monftrated to be raifed by prefumptuous imagina-
tion, to reft on nothing at the bottom, to lean on
nothing at the top, and to have vacuities from ftep
to ftep through which any order of being may fink
into nihility without any inconvenience, fo far as
we can judge, to the next rank above or below it.
We are therefore little enlightened by a writer who
tells us, that any being in the ftate of man muft
fuffer what man fuffers, when the only queition that
requires to be refolved is, Why any being is in this
ftate ? '

Of poverty and labour he gives juft and elegant

reprefentations, which yet do not remave the diffi-
culty of the firf} and fundamental queftion, though
D4 fuppofing
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fuppofing/the 'prefent ftate¢  of man neceffary, they
may fupply fome motives to content.

¢« Poverty is what all could not poffibly have been
¢« exempted from, not only by reafon of the flutu-
¢ ating nature of human poffeffions, but becaufe
¢ the world could not fubfift without it; for had all
¢ been rich, none could have fubmitted to the com-
« mands of another, or the neceffary drudgeries of
¢ life; thence all governments muft have been dif-
« folved, arts negletted, and lands uncultivated,
<« and fo an univerfal penury have -overwhelmed all, -
¢ inftead of now and then pinching a few. Hence,
« by the by, appears the great excellence of cha-
¢ rity, by which men are enabled by a particular
< diftribution of the bleflings and enjoyments of
¢ life, on proper occafions, to prevent that poverty
¢« which by a general one Omnipotence itfelf could
¢« never have prevented: fo that, by inforcing this
¢ duty, God as it were demands our affiftance to
¢« promote univerfal happinefs, and to fhut out
« mifery at every door, where it ftrives to intrude
< itfelf.

¢« Labour, indeed, God might eafily have ex-
¢ cufed us from, fince at his command the earth
¢ would readily have poured forth, all her treafures
« without our inconfiderable affiftance: but if the
¢ fevereft labour cannot fufficiently fubdue the ma-
¢ lignity of human nature, what plots and machi-
¢ nations, what wars, rapine and devaftation, what
<« profligacy and licentioufnefs, muft have been the
¢ confequences of univerfal idlenefs! fo that labour
¢ ought only to be looked upon as a tafk kindly
¢ impofed upon us by our indulgent Creator, ne-

-« ceflary
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we may .fhun greater evils, but thofe greater evils
muft be prefuppofed, that the fitnefs of pain may
appear. -

Treating on death; he has exprefled the known
and true doftrine with fprightlinefs of fancy, and
neatnefs of dition. I fhall therefore infert it. There
are truths which, as they are always neceffary, do
not grow ftale by repetition.

¢ Death, the laft and moft dreadful of all Evils, is
¢ {o far from being one, that it is the infallible cure
< for all others.

To die, is landing on fome filent fhore,
Where billows never beat, nor tempefts roar.
Ere well we feel the friendly ftroke, ’tis o’er. GarTsH.

« For, abftratted from the ficknefs and fufferings
<« ufually attending it, it is no more than the ex-
¢« piration of that term of life God was pleafed to
"« beftow on us, without any claim or merit on our
« part. But was it.an Evil ever fo great, it could
¢« not be remedied but by one much greater, which
¢ is by living for ever; by which means our wick-
¢« ednefs, unreftrained by the profpeét of a future
¢ ftate, would grow fo infupportable, our fufferings
¢ fo intolerable by perfeverance, and our ‘pleafures
« fo tirefome by repetition, that no being in the
¢« univerfe could be fo completely miferable as a
¢ fpecies of immortal men. We have no reafon,
¢ therefore, to look upon death as an Evil, or to
¢ fear it as a punifhment, even without any fuppo-
« fition of a future life: but if we confider it as a
« paflage to a more perfeét ftate, or a remove only
¢ in an eternal fucceflion of fill-improving ﬁaft_cs
(14 ( or
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(for which we have the ftrongeft reafons) it will
then appear a new favour from the divine munifi-
cence ; and 2 man muft be as abfurd te repine at
dying, as a traveller would be, who propofed to
himfelf a delightful tour through various unknown
countries, to lament that he cannot take up his
refidence at the firft dirty inn which he baits at on’
the road.
«¢ The inftability of human life, or the changes
of its fucceffive periods, of which we fo frequently
complain, are no more than the neceflary progrefs
of it to this neceflary conclufion; and are fo far
from being Evils deferving thefe complaints, that
they are the fource of our greateft pleafures, as
they are the fource of all novelty, from which our
greateft pleafures are ever derived. The con-
tinual fucceflion of feafons in the human life, by
daily prefenting to us new {cenes, render it agree-
able, and like thofe of the year, afford us de-
lights by their change, which the choiceft of
them could not give us by their continuance. In
the fpring of life, the gilding of the fun-fhine,
the verdure of the fields, and the variegated
paintings of the fky, are fo exquifite in the eyes
of infants at their firft looking abroad into a new
world, as nothing perhaps afterwards can equal.
The heat and vigour of the fucceeding fummer
of youth ripens for us new pleafures, the bloom-
ing maid, the nightly revel, and the jovial
chace: the ferene autumn of complete manhood
feafts us with the golden harvefts of our worldly
purfuits: nor is the hoary winter of old age def-
tituce of its peculiar comforts and cnjoyments}
<< o
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¢« of which''therecollection and relation of thofe
¢ paft are ‘perhaps none of the leaft; and at laft
¢« death opens to us a new profpe&t, from whence
+ ¢ we fhall probably look back upon the diverfions
« and occupations of this world with the fame
¢« contempt we do now on our tops and hobby-
¢ horfes, and with the fame furprife that they
¢ could ever fo much entertain or engage us.”

I would not willingly detra&t from the beauty of
this paragraph; and in gratitude to him who has
fo well inculcated fuch important truths, I will
venture to admonith him, fince the chief comfort of
the old is the recollection of the paft, fo to employ
his time and his thoughts, that when the imbecility
of age fhall come upon him, he may be able to re-
create its languors by the remembrance of hours
fpent, not in prefumptuous derifions, but modeft
enquiries, not in dogmatical limitations of Omni-
potence, but in humble acquiefcence and fervent
adoration. Old age will thew him that much of
the book now before us has na other ufe than to
perplex the fcrupulous, and to fhake the weak, to
encourage impious prefumption, or ftimulate idle
curiofity.

Having thus difpatched the confideration of par-
ticular evils, he comes at laft to a general reafon
for which Evi/ may be faid to be our Good. He
is of opinion that there is fome inconceivable be-
nefit in pain abftractedly confidered ; that pain how-
ever infli¢ted, or wherever felt, communicates fome
good to the gerieral fyftem of being, and that every
animal is fome way or other the better for the pain
of every other animal. This opinion he carries fo

far
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far as to fuppofe that there paffes fome principle of
union through all animal life, as attraétion is com-
- municated to all corporeal nature; and that the
- Evils fuffered on this globe, may by fome incon-
ceivable means contribute to the felicity of the in-
habirants of the remoteft planet

How the Origin of Evil is brought nearer to
human conception by any inconceivable means, I am
not able to difcover. We believed that the pre-
fent fyftem of creation was right, though we could
not explain the adaptation of one part to the other,
or for the whole fucceffion of caufes and confe-
quences. Where has this enquirer added to the
little knowledge that we had before? He has told
us of the benefits of Evil, which no man feels, and
relations between diftant parts of the univerfe,
which he cannot himfelf conceive. There was
enough in this queftion inconceivable before, and
we have little advantage from a new inconceivable
folution.

I do not mean to reproach this author for not
knowmg what is equally hidden from learning and
from ignorance. The fhame is to impofe words
for ideas upon ourfelves or others. To imagine
that we are going forward when we are only turning
round. To think that there is any difference be-
tween him that gives no reafon, and him that gives
a reafon, which by his own confeflion cannot be
conceived.

But that he may not be'thought to conceive
nothing but things inconceivable, he has at laft
thought on a way by which human fufferings may

‘produce good effeéts, He imagines that as we have
‘ nQt

rd
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not only animals" for food, “but choofe fome for our
diverfion, the fame privilege may be allowed to
fome beings above.us, who may deceive, torment, or
defiroy us for the ends only of their own pleafure or
utility. This he again finds impoffible to be con-
ceived, dut that impoffibility leffens not the probability
of the conjeSiure, which by analogy is fo frrongly con-
JSirmed.

I cannot refift the temptation of contemplating
this analogy, which I think he might have carried
further, very much to the advantage of his argu-
ment. He might have fhewn that thefe buuters
whofe game is man have many fports analogous to
our own. As we drown whelps and kittens, they
amufe themfelves now and then with finking a fhip,
and ftand round the fields of Blenbeim or the walls
of Prague, as we encircle a cock-pit. As we fhoot
a bird flying, they take a man in the midft of his
bufinefs or pleafure, and knock him down with an
apoplexy. Some of them, perhaps, are .virtuofi,
and delight in the operations of an afthma, as a
human philofopher in the effects of the air pump.
To fwell a man with a tympany is as good fport as
to blow a frog. Many a merry bout have thefe
frolick beings at the viciflitudes of an ague, .and
good fport it is to fee 2 man tumble with an epi-
lepfy, and revive and tumble again, and all this he
knows not why. As they are wifer and more power-
ful than we, they have more exquifite diverfions,
for we have no way of procuring any fport fo brifk
and fo lafting, as the paroxyfms of the gout and
flone, which undoubtedly muft make high mirth,
efpecially -if -the -play be a little diverfified with the
) blunders
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Manyof 'the books 'which now croud the world,
may be juftly fufpetted to be written for the fake
of fome invifible order of beings, for furely they
are of no ufe to any of the corporeal inhabitants of
the world. Of the produtions of the laft boun-
teous year, how many can be faid to ferve any pur-
pofe of ufe or pleafure? The only end of writing is
to enable the readers better to enjoy life, or better
to endure it: and how will either of thofe be put
more in our power by him who tells us, that we are
puppets, of which fome creature not much wifer
than ourfelves manages the wires. That a fet of
beings unfeen and unheard, are hovering about us,
trying experiments upon our fenfibility, putting us
in agonies to fee our limbs quiver, torturing us to
- madnefs, that they may laugh at our vagaries,
fometimes obftruéting the bile, that they may fee
how a man looks when he is yellow; fometimes,
breaking a traveller’s bones to try how he will get
home ; fometimes wafting a man to a fkeleton, and
fometimes Kkilling him fat for the greater elegance of
his hide,

This is an account of natural Evil, which
though, like the reft, not quite new, is very en-
tertaining, though I know not how much it may
contribute to patience. The only reafon why we
thould contemplate Evil is, that we may bear it
better; and I am afraid nothing is much more
placidly endured, for the fake of making others
fport.

The firft pages of the fourth Letter are fuch as
incline me both to hope and wifh that I fhall find
nothing to blame in the fucceeding part. He offers

a cri-
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a criterion of a&ion, on account of virtue and vice,
for which I have often contended, and which muft
be embraced by all who are willing to know why
they a&, -or why they forbear, to give any reafon of
their conduét to themfelves or others.

«¢ In order to find out the true Origin of moral
« Evil, it will be neceffary, in the firft place, to
¢ enquire into its nature and eflence; or what it is
¢¢ that conftitutes one altion evil, and another good.
¢« Various have been the opinions of various au-
« thors on this criterion of virtue; and this va-
« riety has rendered that doubtful, which muft
¢ otherwife have been clear and manifeft to the
* meaneft capacity. Some indeed have denied
~ ¢« that there is any fuch thing, becaufe different
¢ ages and nations have entertained different fen-
¢ timents concerning it: but this is juft as reafon-
¢« able as to affert, that there are neither fun, moon,
« nor ftars, becaufe aftronomers have fupported dif-
¢ ferent fyftems of the motions and magnitudes of
¢« thefe celeftial bodies. Some have placed it in
¢ conformity to truth, fome to the fitnefs of things,
¢ and others to the will of God. But all this is
« merely fuperficial : they refolve us not why truth,
¢ or the fitnefs of things, are either eligible or obli-
« gatory, or why God fhould require us to a&t in
¢ one manner rather than another. The true reafon
« of which can poffibly be no other than this, be-
¢« caufe fome actions produce happinefs, and others
¢ mifery : fo that all moral Good and Evil are no-
¢ thing more than the production of natural. This
« alone it is that makes truth preferable to falthood,
¢ this that determines the fitnefs of things, and this

Vor: VIIL. E © ¢ that
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that induces 'God to/command fome aions, and
forbid others. They who extol the truth, beauty,
and harmony of virtue, exclufive of its confe-

_quences, deal but in pompous nonfenfe; and

they who would perfuade wus, that Good and
Evil are things indifferent, depending wholly on
the will of God, do but confound the nature of
things, as well as all our notions of God himfelf,
by reprefenting him capable of willing contra-
di&tions; that is, that we fhould be, and be
happy, and at the fame time that we fhould tor-
ment and deftroy each other; for injuries cannot
be made benefits, pain cannot be made pleafure,
and confequently vice cannot be made virtue by
any power whatever. It is the confequences,
therefore, of all human ations that muft ftamp
their value. So far as the general prattice of any
action tends to produee good, and introduce hap-
pinefs into the world, fo far we may pronounce
it virtuous; fo much Evil as it occafions, fuch is
the degree of vice it contains. I fay the general
practice, becaufe we muft always remember, in

¢ judging by this rule, to apply it only to the ge-
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neral fpecies of actions, and not to particular
a&ions; for the infihite wifdom of God, defirous
to fet bounds to the deftruttive confequences
which muft otherwife have followed from the
univerfal depravity of mankind, has fo wonder-
fully contrived the nature of things, that our moft
vicious altions may fometimes accidentally and
collaterally produce good. Thus, for inftance,
robbery may difperfe ufelefs hoards to the benefie
of the publick ; adultcry may bring heirs and

¢ good
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good humour too into many families, where they
would otherwife have been wanting; and mur-
der free the world from tyrants and oppreffors.
Luxury maintains its thoufands, and vanity its
ten thoufands. Superftition and arbitrary power
contribute to the grandeur of many nations, and
the liberties of others are preferved by the per-
petual contentions of avarice, knavery, felfith<
nefs, and ambition: and thus the worft of vices,
and the worft of men, are often compelled by
Providence to ferve the moft beneficial purpofes,
contrary to their own malevolent tendencies and
inclinations; and thus private vices become
publick benefits, by the force only of accidental
circumftances. But this impeaches not the truth
of the criterion of virtue before mentioned, the
only folid foundation on which any true fyftem
of ethicks can be built, the only plain, fimple,
and uniform rule by which we can pafs any
judgment on our a&ions; but by this we may
be enabled, not only to determine which are
Good, and which are Evil, but almoft mathe-
matically to demonftrate the proportion of virtue
or vice which belongs to each, by comparing
them with the degrees of happinefs or mifery

-which they occafion. But though the produétion

of happinefs is the effence of virtue, it is by no
means the end; the great end is the probation of
mankind, or the giving them an opportunity of
exalting or degrading themfelves in another ftate
by their behaviour in the prefent., And thus in-
deed it anfwers two moft important purpofes;
thofe are, the confervation of our happinefs, and

E: “ the
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¢ the teft of our obedience; or had not fuch a teft
¢« feemed neceffary to God’s infinite wifdom, and
¢« produ&ive of univerfal good, he would never
« have permitted the happinefs of men, even in
« this life, to have depended on fo precarious a
¢« tenure, as their mutual good behaviour to each
« other. For it is obfervable, that he who beft
«¢ knows our formation, has trufted no one thing of
¢ importance to our reafon or virtue : he trufts only
« to our appetites for the fupport of the individual,
« and the continuance of our fpecies; to our va-
« nity or compaffion, for our bounty to others; and
« to our fears, for the prefervation of ourfelves ;
« often to our vices for the fupport of government,
¢ and fometimes to our follies for the prefervation
<< of our religion. But fince fome teft of our obe-
« dience was neceflary, nothing fure could have
¢ been commanded for that end fo fit and proper,
¢ and at the fame time fo ufeful, as the pra&ice of
¢ virtue: nothing could have been fo juftly re-
¢« warded with happinefs, as the produétion of hap-
« pinefs in conformity to the will of God. Tt is
¢ this conformity alone which adds merit to virtue,
« and conftitutes the effential difference between
¢« morality and religion. - Morality obliges men to
< live honeftly and foberly, becaufe fuch behaviour
¢« is moft conducive to publick happinefs, and
s« confequently to their own; religion, to purfue
¢« the fame courfe, becaufe conformable to the will
¢ of their Creator. Morality induces them to em-
¢ brace virtue from prudential confiderations; re-
¢ ligion from thofe of gratitude and obedience.
¢ Morality therefore, entirely abftratted from re-

« ligion,
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ligion, can''have nothing” meritorious in it; it
being but wifdom, prudence, or good ceconomy,
which like health, beauty, or riches, are rather
obligations conferred upon us by God, than me-

rits in us towards him; for though we may be

jultly punifhed for injuring ourfelves, we can
claim no reward for felf-prefervation ; as fuicide
deferves punithment and infamy, but a man de-
ferves no reward or honours for not being guilty
of it. This I take to be the meaning of all
thofe paffages in our Scriptures, in which works
are reprefented to have no merit without faith ;
that is, not without believing in hiftorical falts,
in creeds, and articles; but without being done
in purfuance of our belief in God, and in obe-
dience to his commands. And now, having
mentioned Scripture, I cannot omit obferving,
that the Chriftian is the only religious or moral
inftitution in the world, that ever fet in a right
light thefe two material points, the effence and
the end of virtue; that ever founded the one in
the produttion of happinefs, that is, in univerfal
benevolence, or, in their language, charity to all
men; the other, in the probation of man, and
his obedience to his Creator. Sublime and mag-
nificent as was the philofophy of the ancients, ail
their moral fyftems were deficient in thefe two
important articles. They were all built on the
fandy foundations of the innate beauty of virtue,
or enthufiaftick patriotifm; and their great point
in view was the contemptible reward of human
glory; foundations which were by no means able
to fupport the magnificent ftructures which they

. E3 ¢ erected
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erefted upon them; for the beauty of virtue, in-
dependent of its effeéts, is unmeaning nonfenfe ;
patriotifm, which injures mankind in general for
the fake of a particular country, is but a more
extended felfithnefs, and really criminal: and all
human glory but a mean and ridiculous delufion.
The whole affair then of religion and morality,
the fubje of fo many thoufand volumes, is, in
fhort, no more than this: the Supreme Being,
infinitely good, as well as powerful, defirous to
diffufe happinefs by all poffible means, has cre-
ated innumerable ranks and orders of beings, all
fubfervient to each other by proper fubordination.
One of thefe is occupied by man, a creature en-
dued with fuch a certain degree of knowledge,
reafon, and free-will, asis fuitable to his fituation,
and placed for a time on this globe as in a fchool
of probation and education. Here he has an
opportunity given him of improving or debafing
his nature, in fuch a manner as to render himfelf
fit for a rank of higher perfetion and happinefs,
or to degrade himfelf to a ftate of greater imper-
fection and mifery ; neceffary indeed towards car-
rying on the bufinefs of the univerfe, but very
grievous and burthenfome to thofe individuals,
who, by their own mifcondu&, are obliged to
fubmit to it. The teft of this his behaviour, is
doing good, that is, co-operating with his Cre-
ator, as far as his narrow fphere of alion will
permit, in the produétion of happinefs. And
thus the happinefs and mifery of a future ftate will
be the juft reward or punifhment of promoting or
preventing happinefs in this. So artificially by

7 ¢ this
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*¢ this means'is the nature of all human virtue and
“ vice contrived, that their rewards and punith-
‘“ ments are woven as it were in their very effence ;
¢ their immediate effeéts give us a foretafte of their
¢ future, and their fruits in the prefent life are the
¢« proper famples of what they muft unavoidably
¢« produce in another. We have reafon given us
« to diftinguith thefe confequences, and regulate
* our condut; and, left that fhould neglett its
« poft, confcience alfo is appointed as an inftinétive
¢ kind of monitor, pcrpetually to remind us both
¢¢ of our intereft and our duty.”

i Jfic omnia dixiffet! To this account of the
effence of vice and virtue, it is only neceffary to
“add, that the confequences of human ations being
fometimes uncertain, and fometimes remote, it is:
not poffible in many cafes for moft men, nor in all
cafes for any man to determine what ations will
ultimately produce happinefs, and therefore it was
proper that revelation fhould lay down a rule to be
followed invariably in oppofition to appearances,
and in every change of circumftances, by which we
may be certain to promote the general felicity, and
be fet free from the dangerous temptation of doing
£Evil that Good may come.

Becaufe it may eafily happen, and in effe&t will
happen very frequently, that our own private hap-
pinefs may be promoted by an att injurious to
others, when yet no man can be obliged by nature
to prefer ultimately the happinefs of others to his
own; therefore, to the inftruions of infinite wif-
dom it was neceffary that infinite power fhould add
penal fanétions. That every man to whom thofe

E 4 inftructions



56 REVIEW OF A

inftru&tions’'fhall be imparted may know, that he
can never ultimately injure himfelf by benefiting
others, or ultimately by injuring others benefit him-
felf ; but that however the lot of the good and bad
may be huddled together in the feeming confufion
of our prefent ftate, the time fhall undoubtedly
come, when the moft virtuous will be moft happy.

1 am forry that the remaining part of this Letter
is not equal to the firft. The author has indeed
engaged in a difquifition in which we need not
wonder if he fails, in the folution of queftions on
which philofophers have employed their abilities
from the earlieft times,

And found no end, in wand’ring mazes loft.

He denies that man was created perfed?, becaufe
the fyftem requires fubordination, and becaufe the
power of lofing his perfection, of rendering bimfelf
wicked and miferable is the bigheft imperfeition imagi-
nable. Befides, the regular gradations of the fcale
of being required fomewhere fuch a creature as man
with all bis infirmities about him, and the total re-
moval of thofe would be altering bis nature, and when
be became perfeit be muft ceafe to be man.

I have already fpent fome confiderations on the
Jeale of being, of which yet I am obliged to renew.
the mention whenever a new argument is made to
reft upon it; and I muft therefore again remark,
that confequences cannot have greater certainty than
the poftulate from which they’ are drawn, and that
no fyftem can be more hypothetical than this, and
perhaps no hypothefis more abfurd.

He
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arifes is, when that excefs begins, at what point men
{hall ceafe to bear, and attempt to remedy.

Another/of| his)precepts;) though not new, well
deferves to be tranfcribed, becaufe it cannot be too
frequently imprefled.

¢ What has here been faid of their imperfections
« and abufes, is by no means intended as a defence
« of them: every wife man ought to redrefs them
“ to the utmoft of his power ; which can be effeted
* by one method enly; that is, by a reformation
« of manners: for as all political Evils derive their
‘ original from moral, thefe can never be removed,
¢ until thofe are firft amended. He, therefore, who *
¢« ftridtly adheres to virtue and fobriety in his con-
« du&, and enforces them by his example, does
“ more real fervice to a ftate, than he who difplaces
« 2 minifter, or dethrones a tyrant; this gives but
“ a temporary relief, but that exterminates the
« caufe of the difeale. No immoral man then can
« poffibly be a true patriot; and all thofe who pro-
« fefs outrageous zeal for the liberty and profperity
« of their country, and at the fame time infringe
“ her laws, affront her religion, and debauch her
« people, are but defpicable quacks, by fraud or
“ ignorance increafing the diforders they pretend
“ to remedy.”

Of religion he has faid nothing but what he has
learned, or might have learned from the divines;
that it is not univerfal, becaufe it muft be received
upon conviction, and fucceffively received by thofe
whom convition reached; that its evidences and
fantions. are not irrefiltible, becaufe it was intended
to induce, not to compel; and that it is obfcure,

becaule
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the revival "of “Chbry/ippus’s’ untratablenefs of
tter, and the Arabian f{cale of exiftence. A
em has been raifed, which is fo ready to fall to
ces of itfelf, that no great praife can be derived
m its deftruction. To objet is always eafy, and
1as been well obferved by a late writer, that zbe
rd which cannot build a bovel, may demolifb a

ple *.

* New Praice of Phyfick.
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THE .
FALSE ALARM.

[ 1770. ]

N E of the chief advantages derived by the

prefent generation from the improvement and
diffufion of philofophy, is deliverance from unnecef-
fary terrours, and exemption from falfe alarms. The
unufual appearances, whether regular or accidental,
which once fpread confternation over ages of igno-
. rance, are now the recreations of inquifitive fecurity.
The fun is no more lamented when it is eclipfed,
than when it fets ; and meteors play their corufcations
-without prognoftick or predition.

The advancement of political knowledge may be
expected to produce in time the like effeéts. Caufe-
lefs difcontent and feditious violence will grow lefs
frequent, and lefs formidable, as the fcience of go-
vernment is better afcertained by a diligent ftudy of
the theory of man.

. It is not indeed to be expefted, that phyfical
and political truth fhould meet with equal accept-
ance,- or gain ground upon the world with equal
facility. The notions of the naturalift find man-
~ kind in a ftate of neutrality, or at worft have no-
thing to encounter but prejudice and vanity ; pre-
judice without malignity, and vanity without in-
“Var. VIIIL F tereft.
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tereft. ' But' the ‘politician’s improvements are op-
. pofed by every paffion that can exclude conviction
or fupprefs it; by ambition, by avarice, by hope,
and by terrour, by publick fation, and private
animofity,

It is evident, whatever be the caufe, that this
nation, with all its renown for fpeculation and for
learning, has yet made little proficiency in civil
wifdom. We are ftill fo much wneequainted with
our own ftate, and fo unfkilful in the purfuit of hap-
pinefs, that we fhudder without danger, complain
~ without grievances, and fuffer our quiet to be dif-

turbed, and our commerce to be interrupted, by an
oppofition to the government, raifed only by interett,
and fupported only by clamour, which yet has fo
far prevailed upon ignorance and timidity, that
many favour it as reafonable, and many dread it as -
powerful,

What is urged by thofe who have been fo induftri-
ous to fpread fufpicion, and incite fury from one end
‘of the kingdom to the other, may be known by per-
ufing the papers which have been at once prefented
as petitions to the king, and exhibited in print as
remonftrances to the people. It may therefore not
be improper to lay before the Publick the reflec-
tions of a man who cannot favour the oppofition, for
he thinks it wicked, and cannot fear it, for he thmks
it weak.

The grievance which has produced all this tempeft
of outrage, the oppreflion in which all other op-
preflions are included, the invafion which has left
us no property, the alarm that fuffers no patriot

to fleep in quiet, is comprifed in a vote of the
Houfe
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Houfe of Commons, by which the freeholders of
Middlefex are deprived of a Briten’s birth-right, re-
prefentation in/\parliament.

They have indeed received the ufual writ of elec-
tion, but that writ, alas! was malicious mockery ;
they were infulted with the form, but denied the
reality, for there was one man excepted from their
choice,

Nen de vi, neque cede, nec veneno,.
Sed lis ¢ft mibi de tribus capellis.

The charater of the man thus fatally excepted, I
have no purpofe to delineate. Lampoon itfelf would
difdain to fpeak il of him of whom no man fpeaks
well. It is fufficient that he is expelled the Houfe of
Commons, and confined in jail as being legally con-
victed of fedition and impiety.

That this man cannot be appointed one of the

guardians and counfellors of the church and ftate, is
‘a grievance notto be endured. Every lover of liberty
- ftands doubtful of the fate of pofterity, becaufe the
chief county in England cannot take its reprefentative
from a jail.
- Whence Middlefex thould obtain the right of being
denominated the chief county, cannot eafily be dif-- -
covered ; it is indeed the county where the chief city
happens to ftand, but how that city treated the fa-
vourite of Middlefex, is not yet forgotten, The
county, as diftinguithed from the city, has no claim
to particular confideration,

That a man was in jail for fedition and impiety,
would, I believe, have been within memory a fuffi-
cient reafon why he fhould not come out of jail a

F 2 legiflator,
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legiflator.!"/'T'his'reafon, 'notwithftanding the muta.
bility of fathion, happens ftill to operate on the
Houfe of Commons. Their notions, however
ftrange, may be juftified by a common obfervation,
that few are mended by imprifonment, and that he
whofe crimes have made confinement neceffary,
feldom makes any other ufe of his enlargement,
than to do with greater cunning what he did before
with lefs,

But the people have been told with great confi-
dence, that the Houfe cannot control the right of
conftituting reprefentatives; that he who can per-
fuade lawful ele@ors to chufe him, whatever be his
charaler, islawfully chofen, and has a claim to a feat
in parliament, from which no human authority can
depofe him.

Here, however, the patrons of oppofition are in
fome perplexity. They are forced to confefs, that
by a train of precedents fufficient to eftablith a cuf-
tom of parliament, the Houfe of Commons has ju-
rifdi&tion over its own members ; that the whole has

ower over individuals ; and that this power has been
exercifed fometimes in imprifonment, and often in
expulfion.

That fuch power fhould refide in the Houfe of
Commons in fome cafes, is inevitably neceflary,
fince it is required by every polity, that where there is
a poffibility of offence, there fhould be a poffibility of
punithment. A member of the Houfe cannot be
cited for his condu¢t in parliament before any other
court; and therefore, if the Houfe cannot punifh
him, he may attack with impunity the rights of the
people, and the title of the king. .

: .. This
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. This exemption from the authority of other courts
was, I think, firft eftablithed in favour of the five
members in the long parliament. It is not to be
confidered as an ufurpation, for it is implied in the
principles of government. If legiflative powers are
not co-ordinate, they ceafe in part to be legiflitive ;
and if they be co-ordinate, they are unaccountable ;
for to whom muft that power account, which has no
fuperiour ?

The Houfe of Commons is indeed diffoluble by
the king, as the nation has of late been very clamor-
oufly told ; but while it fubfifts it is co-ordinate with
the other powers, and this co-ordination ceafes only
when the Houfe by diffolution ceafes to fubfift.

As the particular reprefentatives of the people
are in their publick chara&er above the control of
the courts of law, they muft be fubjeét to the jurif-
di¢tion of the Houfe; and as the Houfe, in the
exercife of its authority, can be neither direéted nor
reftrained, its own refolutions muft be its laws, at
leaft, if there is no antecedent dccifion of the whole
legiflature.

This privilege, not confirmed by any written law
or pofitive compa&, but by the refiftlefs power of
political neceffity, they have exercifed, probably from
their firft inftitution, but certainly, as their records
inform us, from the 23d of Elizabeth, when they
expelled a member for derogating from their pri-
vileges.

It may perhaps be doubted, whether it was ori-
ginally neceffary, that this right of contiol and
punifhment, fhould extend beyond offences in the
exercife of parliamentary duty, fince all other crimes

F 3 are
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are cognizable by other courts. But they, who are
the only judges of their own rights, have exerted the
power of expulfion on other occafions, and when
wickednefs arrived at a certain magnitude, have con-
fidered an offence againft fociety as an offence againft
the Houfe. '

They have therefore divefted notorious delinquents
of their legiflative charatter, and delivered them up
to fthame or punithment, naked and unprotetted,
that they might not contaminate the dignity of par-
liament. .

It is allowed that a man attainted of felony can-
not fit in Parliament, and the Commons probably
Judged, that not being bound to the forms of law,
they might treat thefe as felons, whofe crimes were
in their opinion equivalent to felony ; and that as a
‘known felon could not be chefen, a man fo like a
felon, that he could not eafily be diftinguifhed, ought
to be expelled.

The firft laws had no law to enforce them, the
firft authority was conftituted by itfelf. The power
exercifed by the Houfe of Commons is of this kind,
a power rooted in the principles of government,
and branched out by occafional praftice; a power
which neceflity made juft, and precedents have made
legal.

- It will occur that authority thus uncontrolable may,
in times of heat and conteft, be oppreflively and
injurioufly exerted, and that he who fuffers injuttice,
is without redrefs, however innocent, however mi-
ferable,

The pofition is true but the argument is ufelefs.
The Commons muft be controlled, or be exempt

7 ‘ from
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from control. If they are exempt they may do in-
jury which cannot be redrefled, if they are controlled.
they are no\longetlegiflative.

If the poffibility of abufe be an argument againft
authority, no authority ever can be eftablithed ; if
the actual abufe deftroys its legality, there is no legal
government now in the world.

T'his power, which the Commons have fo long
exercifed, they ventured to ufe once more againft
Mr. Wilkes, and on the 3d of February, 1769, ex-
pelled him the Houfe, for baving printed and pub-
libed a feditious libel, and three obfcene and impious
libels.

If thefe imputations were juft, the expulfion was
furely feafonable, and that they were juft, the Houfe
had reafon to determine, as he had confeffed himfelf,
at the bar, the author of the libel which they term fe-
ditious, and was convicted in the King’s Bench of
both the publications.

But the freeholders of Middlefex were of another
opinion. They either thought him innocent, or
were not offended by his guile. When a writ was
iffued for the elettion of a knight for Middlefex, in
the room of Fobn Wilkes, Efq; expelled the Houfe,
his friends on the fixteenth of Fedruary chofe him
again.

On the 17th, it was refolved, zha¢ John Wilkes,
Efq; baving been in this feffion of parliament expelled
the Houfe, was, and is, incapable of being elefled a
member 1o ferve in this prefent parliament.

As there was no other candidate, it was refolved, at
the fame time, that the ele@ion of the fixteenth was
a void elettion, : .
F 4 The
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The freeholders'‘ftill continued to think that no
other man was fit to reprefent them, and on the
fixteenth of March eleCted him once more. Their
. refolution was now fo well known, that no opponent
ventured to appear.

. The Commons began to find, that power without

materials for operation can produce no effe¢t. They
might make the eletion void for ever, but if no
other candidate could be found, their determina-
tion could only be negative. They, however,
made void the laft ele®ion, and ordered a new
writ.

On the thirteenth of April was a new eletion, at
which Mr. Lutterel, and others, offered themfelves
candidates. Every method of intimidation was ufed,
and fome a&s of violence were done to hinder Mr.
Lutrterel from appearing. He was not deterred, and
the poll was taken, which exhibited for

Mr. Wilkes, - - 1143
: Mr. Lutterel, - - 296
The fheriff returned Mr. Wilkes; but the Houfe,
on April the fifteenth, determined that Mr. Lautzerel
was lawfully elected.

From this day begun the clamour, which has con-
tinued till now. Thofe who had undertaken to op-
pofe the miniftry, having no grievance of greater
magnitude, endeavoured to f{well this decifion into
bulk, and diftort it into deformity, and then held it
out to terrify the nation,

Every artifice of fedition has been fince pra&tifed
to awaken difcontent and inflame indignation. The
papers of every day have been filled with exhorta~
tions and menaces of fattion. The madnefs has

fpread
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fpread through ‘all'ranks'and through both fexes ;
women and children have clameured for Mr. Wilkes,
honeft fimplicity has been cheated into fury, and
only the wife have efcaped infection.

The greater part may juftly be fufpected of not be-
lieving their own pofition, and with them it is not
neceflary to difpute. They cannot be convinced who
are convinced already, and it is well known that they
will not be athamed.

The decifion, however, by which the f{maller
number of votes was preferred to the greater, has
perplexed the minds of fome, whofe opinions it were
indecent to defpife, and who by their integrity well
deferve to have their doubts appeafed.

Every diffufe and complicated queftion may be
examined by different methods, upon different prin-
ciples; and that truth, which is eafily found by one
inveftigator, may be miffed by another, equally ho-
neft and equally diligent.

Thofe who inquire, whether a fmaller number of
legal votes can elett a reprefentative in oppofition to
a‘greater, muft receive from every tongue the fame
anfwer.

. The queftion, therefore, muft be, whether a fmaller
number of legal votes, fhall not prevail againft a
greater number of votes not legal ?

It muft be confidered, that thofe votes only are
legal which are legally given, and that thofe only
are legally given, which are given for a legal can-
didate.

It remains then to be difcuflfed, whether a man
expelled, can be fo difqualified by a vote of the

Houfe,
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Houfe, ‘as that he fhall be no longer eligible by law-
ful electors ?

Here we muft again recur, not to pofitive inftitu-
tions, but to the unwritten law of focial nature, to
the great and pregnant principle of political neceffity.
All government fuppofes fubjects, all authority irn-
plies obedience.  To fuppofe in one the right to com-
mand what another has the right to refufe, is abfurd
and contraditory. A ftate fo conftituted muft reft
for ever in motionlefs equipoife, with equal attrac-
tions of contrary tendency, with equal weights of
power balancing each other.

Laws which cannot be enforced, can neither pre-
vent nor rectify diforders. A fentence which cannot
be executed can have no power to warn or to reform.
If the Commons have only the power of difmiffing
for a few days the man whom his conftituents can
immediately fend back, if they can expel but can-
not exclude, they have nothing more than nominalk
authority, to which perhaps obedience never may be

aid.
d The reprefentatives of our anceftors had an opi-
nion very different : they fined and imprifoned their
members; on great provocation they difabled them
for ever ; and this power of pronouncing perpetual
difability is maintained by Selden himfelf,

Thefe claims feem to have been made and allowed,
when the conftitution of our government had not yet
been fufficiently ftudied. Such powers are not legal,
becaufe they are not neceflary; and of that power
which only neceffity juftifies, no more is to be ad-
mitted than neceflity obtrudes. .
' The
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The'Commons canniot make laws, they can only
pafs refolutions, which, like all refolutions, are of
force only to thofe that make them, and to thofe only
while they are willing to obferve them.

"The vote of the Houfe of Commons has therefore
only fo far the force of a law, as that force is neceffary
to preferve the vote from lofing its efficacy, it muft
begin by operating upon themfelves, and extends its
influence to others, only by confequences arifing from
the firft intention. He that ftarts game on his own
manor, may purfue it into another.

They can properly make laws only for themfelves:
a member, while he keeps his feat, is fubject to thefe
laws; but when he is expelled, the jurifdiction
ceafes, for he is now no longer within their do-
minion.

The difability, which a vote can fuperinduce to
expulfion, is no more than was included in expulfion
itfelf ; it is only a declaration of the Commons, that
they will permit no longer him whom they thus cen-
fure to fit with them in parliament; a declaration
made by that right which they neceffarily poffefs, of
regulating their own Houfe, and of infliting punifh-
ment on their own delinquents.

They have therefore no other way to enforce the fen-
tence of incapacity, than that of adhering to it. They
cannot otherwife punifh the candidate fo difqualified
for offering himfelf, nor the eleftors for accepting
kim. Butif he has any competitor, that competitor
muft prevail, and if he has none, his election will be
void ; for the right of the Houfe to reje, annihilates
with regard to the man fo rejected the right. of
cleCting,

It
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It has 'been urged, that the power of the Houfe
terminates with their feflion; fince a prifoner com-
mitted by the Speaker’s warrant cannot be detained
during the recefs. That power indeed ceafes with
the feffion, which muft operate by the agency of
others, becaufe, when they do not fit, they can em-
ploy no agent, having no longer any legal exiftence ;
but that which is exercifed on themfelves revives at
their meeting, when the fubjet of that power ftill
fubfifts. They can in the next feflion refufe to re-
admit him, whom in the former feffion they ex-
pelled.

That expulfion inferred exclufion, in the prefent
cafe, muft be, I think, eafily admitted. The ex-
pulfion and the writ iffued for a new eletion were in
the fame feffion, and fince the Houfe is by the rule of
parliament bound for the feffion by a vote once paffed,
the expelled member cannot be admitted. He that
cannot be admitted, cannot be ele¢ted ; and the votes
given to a man ineligible being given in vain, the
higheft number for an eligible candidate becomes a
majority.

To thefe conclufions, asto moft moral, and to all
political pofitions, many objeftions may be made.
The perpetual fubjeét of political difquifition is not
abfolute, but comparative good. Of two fyftems of
government, or two laws relating to the fame fubje&t,
neither will ever be fuch as theoretical nicety would
defire, and therefore neither can eafily force its way
againft prejudice and obftinacy ; each will have its
excellencies and defets, and every man, with a little
help from pride, may think his own- the beft.

It
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It feems to be the opinion'of many, that expulfion
is only a difmiffion of the reprefentative to his con-
fticuents, with fuch a teftimony againft him as his
fentence may comprife; and that if his conftituents,
notwithftanding the cenfure of the Houfe, thinking
his cafe hard, his fault trifling, or his excellencies
fuch as overbalance it, fhould again chufe him as
ftill worthy of their truft, the Houle cannot refufe
him, for his punifhment has purged his fault, and
the right of eletors muft not be violated.

This is plaufible but not cogent. Itis a fcheme
of reprefentation, which would make a fpecious ap-
pearance in a political romance, but cannot be
brought into practice among us, who fee every day
the towering head of fpeculation bow down unwil-
_ lingly to groveling experience.

Governments formed by chance, and gradually
improved by fuch expedients, as the fucceffive dif-
covery of their defets happened to fuggeft, are
never to be tried by a regular theory. ‘They are
fabricks of diffimilar materials, raifed by different
architeéts, upon different plans. We muft be con-
tent with them as they are; fhould we attempt to
mend their difproportions, we might eafily demolifh,
and difficuldly rebuild them.

Laws are now made, and cuftoms are eftablithed ;
thefe are our rules, and by them we muft be
guided.

It is uncontrovertibly certain, that the Commons
never intended to leave eleftors the liberty of re-
turning them an expelled member, for they always
require one to be chofen in the room of him that is

expelled,



78 THE FALSE ALARM.

expelled, 'and 1 fee 'not' with what propriety a man
can be rechofen in his own room.

Expulfion, if this were its whole effect, might
very often be defirable. Sedition, or obfcenity,
might be no greater crimes in the opinion of other
eleftors, than in that of the frecholders of Afid-
dlefex; and many a wretch, whom'his colleagues
fhould expel, might come back perfecuted into
fame, and provoke with harder front a fecond
expulfion.

Many of the reprefentatives of the people can
hardly be faid to have been chofen at all. Some by
inheriting a borough inherit a feat; and fome fit by
the favour of others, whom perhaps they may gra-
tify by the act which provoked the expulfion. Some
are fafe by their popularity, and fome by their alli~
ances. None would dread expulfion, if this doftrine
were received, but thofe who bought their eleGtions,
and who would be obliged to buy them again at a
higher price.

.But as uncertainties are to be determined by
things certain, and cuftoms to be explained, where
it is poffible, by written law, the patriots have tri-
umphed with a quotation from an a&t of the 4th
and sth of Anne, which permits thofe to be re-
chofen, whofe feats are vacated by the acceptance
of a place of profit. This they wifely confider as
an expulfion, and from the permiffion, in this cafe,
of a re-eleCtion, infer that every other expulfion
Jeaves the delinquent entitled to the fame indul-
gence. This is the paragraph :

« If



THE FALSE ALARM. 79

- s« IfVany/ perfon, Cheing!\chofen a member of the
*« Houfe of Commons, fhall accept of any office
« from the crown, during fuch time as be fhall con-
% tinue a member, his eleQion fhall be, and is hereby
« declared to be void, and a new writ fhall iffue
 for a new elettion, as if fuch perfon fo accepting
¢ was naturally dead. - Neverthelefs fuch perfon fhall
< be capable of being again elefied, as if his place had
# not become void as aforefaid.”
~ How this favours the dottrine of re-admiffion
by a fecond choice, I am not able to difcover.
The ftatute of 30 Cb. I1. had enatted, That be who
Jbould fit in the Houfe of Commons, without taking tbe
oaths and fubfcribing the teft, fbould be difabled to fit
in the Houfe during that Parliament, and a writ fhould
iffue for the eleition of a new member, in place of the
member [o difabled, as if fuch member had naturally
died.
- This laft claufe is apparently copied in the act of
Anne, but with the common fate of imitators. In
the a& of Charles, the political death continued
during the parliament, in that of Anxne it was hardly
worth the while to kill the man whom the next
breath was to revive. It is, however, apparent,
that in the opinion of the parliament, the dead-
‘doing lines would have kept him motionlefs, if he
had not been recovered by a kind exception. A
feat vacated, could not be regained without ex-
prefs permiffion of the fame ftatute.

The right of being chofen again to a feat thus
vacated, is not enjoyed by any general right, but
eequired a fpecial claufe, and folicitous provifion,

But
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But what/refemblance’ ¢an imagination conceive
between one man vacating his feat, by a mark of
favour from the crown, and another driven from it
for fedition and obfcenity. The acceptance of a
place contaminates no character; the crown that
gives it, intends to give with it always dignity,
fometimes authority. The commons, it is well
known, think not worfe of themfelves or others for
their offices of profit; yet profit implies temptation,
and may expofe a reprefentative to the fufpicion of
his conftituents; though, if they ftill think him
worthy of their confidence, they may again ele@®
him.

Such-is the confequence. When a man is dif-
miffed by law to his conftituents, with new truft and
new dignity, they may, if they think him incor-
ruptible, reftore him to his feat; what can follow,
therefore, but that when the Houfe drives out a
varlet with publick infamy, he goes away with the
like permiffion to return ? ‘

If infatuation be, as the proverb tells us, the
forerunner of deftruftion, how near muft be the
ruin of a nation that can be incited againft it’s go-
vernors, by fophiftry like this. I may be excufed
if I catch the panick, and join my groans at this
alarming crifis, with the general lamentation of
weeping patriots.

Another objetion is, that the Commons, by pro-
nouncing the fentence of difqualification, make a
law, and take upon themfelves the power of the
whole legiflature. Many quotations are then pro-
duced to prove that the Houfe of Commons can
make no laws,

Three
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Three alts have been cited, difabling members
for different’ terms on"different occafions, and it is
profoundly remarked, that if the Commons could
by their own privilege have made a difqualification,
their jealoufy of their privileges would never have
admitted the concurrent fan&ion of the other
powers.

I muft for ever remind thefe puny controvertifts,
that thofe acts are laws of permanent obligation:
that two of them are now in force, and that the
other expired only when it had fulfilled its end.
Such laws the Commons cannot make; they could,
perhaps, have determined for themfelves, that they
would expel all who fhould not take the teft, but
they could leave no authority behind them, that
fhould oblige the next parliament to expel them.
They could refufe the South Sea diretors, but they
could not ‘entail the refufal. They can difqualify
by vote, but not by law; they cannot know that
the fentence of difqualification -pronounced to-day
may not become void to-morrow, by the diffolution
of their own Houfe. Yet while the fame parlia-
ment fits, the difqualification continues unlefs the
vote be refcinded, and while it fo continues, makes
the votes, which freeholders may give to the inter-
dicted candidate, uftlefs and dead, firce there can-
not exift, with refpect to the fame fubjeét at the
fame time, an abfolute power to chufe and an ab-
folute power to reject,

In 1614, the attorney-general was voted inca-
pable of a feat in the Houfe of Commons, and thé
nation is triumphantly told, that though the vote
never was revoked, the attorney-general is now a
" Vor. VIIL, G member,
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membery/WHel '¢ertainly). may now be a member
without revocation of the vote. A law is of per-
petual obligation, but a vote is nothing when the
voters are gone. A law is a compaét reciprocally
made by the legiflative powers, and therefore not to
be abrogated but by all the parties. A vote is
fimply a refolution, which binds only him that is
willing to be bound.

I have thus punéilioufly and minutely purfued
this difquifition, becaufe I fufpet that thefe rea-
foners, whofe bufinefs is to deceive others, have
fometimes deceived themfelves, and I am willing to
free them from their embarrafliment, though I do
not expect much gratitude for my kindnefs. '

Other objetions are yet remaining, for of poli-
tical objettions there cannot eafily be an end. It
has been obferved, that vice is no proper caufe of
expulfion, for if the worft man in the Houfe were
always to be cxpclled in time none would be left.
But no man is expelled for being worft, he is ex-
pelled for being enormoufly bad; his conduct is
compared, not with that of others, but with the
rule of ation.

The pumfhmcnt of expulﬁon being in its own
nature uncertain, may be too great or too little for
the fault.

This muft be the cafe of many punifhments.
Forfeiture of chattels is nothing to him that has no
poffeflions.  Exile itfelf may be accidentally a
good, and indeed any punithment lefs than death
is very different to different men.

But if this precedent be admitted and eftablitheds
no man can hereafter be fure that he fhall be re-

prefented
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prefented by him whom he would choofe. One
half of the Houfe may meet early in the morning,
and fnatch an opportunity to expel the other, and
the greater part of the nation may by this ftratagem
be without its lawful reprefentatives.

He that fees ail this, fees very far. But I can
tell him of greater evils yet behind. There is one
poffibility of wickednefs, which, at this alarming
crifis, has not yet beecn mentioned. Every one
knows the malice, the fubtilty, the induftry, the
vigilance, and the greedinefs of the Scots. The
Scotcb members are about the number fufficient to
make a houfe. 1 propofe it to the confideration of
the fupporters of the Bill of Rights, whether there
is not reafon to fufpet, that thefe hungry intruders
from the North, are now contriving to expel all the
Englifb. We may then curfe the hour in which it
was determined, that expulfion and exclufion are
the fame. For who can guefs what may be done
when the Scots have the whole Houle to them-
felves?

Thus agreeable to cuftom and reafon, notwith-
ftanding all objections, real or imaginary; thus
confitent with the practice of former times, and
thus confequential to the original principles of go-
vernment, is that decifion by which fo much vio-
knce of difcontent has been excited, which has
been fo doloroufly bewailed, and fo outrageoully
refented.

- Let us however not be feduced to put toa much
confidence in juftice or in truth; they have often
been found inactive in their own defence, and give
more confidence than help to their friends and their

G a2 advocates,
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advocates.’' It 'may’perhaps be prudent to make one
momentary conceffion to falfehood, by fuppofing
the vote in Mr. Lutterel’s favour to be wrong,.

All wrong ought to be rectified. If Mr. Wilkes
is deprived of a lawful feat, both he and his electors
have reafon to complain; but it will not be eafily
found, why, among the innumerable wrongs of
which a great part of mankind are hourly complain-
ing, the whole care of the publick fhould be tranf-
ferred to Mr. Wilkes and the freeholders of AMid-
dlefex, who might all fink into non-exiftence, with-
out any other effeft, than that there would be room
made for a new rabble, and a new retailer of fe-
dition and obfcenity. The caufe of our country
would fuffer little ; the rabble, whencefoever they
come, will be always patriots, and always fupporters
of the Bill of Rights.

The Houfe of Commons decxdes‘thc difputes
arifing from eleCtions. Was it ever fuppofed, that
in all cafes their decifions were right? Every man
whofe lawful eletion is defeated, is equally wronged
with Mr. Wilkes, and his conftituents feel their dif-
appointment with no lefs anguifh than the free-
holders of AMiddlefex. Thefe decifions have often
been apparently partial, and fometimes tyrannically
oppreflive. A majority has been given to a favourite
candidate, by expunging. votes which had always
been allowed, and which therefore had the autho-
rity by which all votes are given, that of cuftom
uninterrupted.  'When the Commons determine
who fhall be conftituents, they may, with fome pro-
. priety, be faid to make law, becaufe thofe deter-
minations have hitherto, for the fake of quiet, been

: adopted
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adopted by fucceeding parliaments. A vote there-
fore of the Houfe, when it operates as a law, is to

~ individuals a law only temporary, but to commu-

—— ————

nities perpetual.

Yet though all this has been done, and though
at every new parliament much of this is expeted to
be done again, it has never produced in any former
time fuch an alarming crifis. We have found by
experience, that though a fquire has given ale and
venifon in vain, and a borough has been compelled
to fee its deareft intereft in the hands of him whom
it did not truft, yet the general ftate of the nation
has continued the fame. The fun has rifen, and
the corn has grown, and whatever talk has been of
the danger of property, yet he that ploughed the
field commonly reaped it, and he that built a houfe
was mafter of the door: the vexation excited by
injuftice fuffered, or fuppofed to be fuffered, by any -
private man, or fingle community, was local and
temporary, it neither fpread far, nor lafted long.

The nation looked on with little care, becaufe
there did not feem to be much danger. The con-
fequence of fmall irregularities was ‘not felt, and we
hid not yet learned to be terrified by very diftant
enemies.

But quiet and fecurity are now at an end. Our
vigilance is quickened, and our comprehenfion is
enlarged. We not only fee events in their caufes,
but before their caufes; we hear the thunder while
the fky is clear, and fee the mine fprung before it
isdug, Political wifdom has, by the force of Eng-
lip genius, been improved at laft not only to poli-

- tical intuition, but to political prefcience.

G 3 But
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But it cannot, I am afraid, be faid, that as we
are grown wife, we are made happy. It is faid of
thofe who have the wonderful power called fecond
fight, that they feldom fee any thing but evil : pali-
tical fecond fight has the fame effe¢t; we hear of”
- nothing but of an alarming crifis, of violated rights,
and expiring liberties. The morning rifes upon
new wrongs, and the dreamer paffes the night in
imaginary fhackles.

The fphere of anxiety is now enlarged; he that-
hitherto cared only for himfelf, now cares for the
Publick ; for he has learned that-the happinefs of
individuals is comprifed in the profperity of the
whole, and that his country never fuffers but he
fuffers with it, however it happens that he feels no
pain.

Fired with this fever of epidemick patriotifin,
the taylor flips his thimble, the draper drops his
yard, and the blackf{mith lays down his hammer;
they meet at an honeft alehoufe, confider the ftate
of the nation, read or hear the laft petition, la-
ment the miferies of the time, are alarmed at the
dreadful crifis, and fubfcribe to the fupport of the
Bill of Rights.

It fometimes indeed happens, that an intruder of
more benevolence than prudence attempts to difperfe
their cloud of dejetion, and eafe their hearts by
feafonable confolation. He tells them, that though
the government cannot be too diligently watched,
it may be too haftily accufed; and that, though
private judgment is every man’s right, yet we can-
not judge of what we do not know ; that we feel at
prefent no evils which government can alleviate,

7 and
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and that the publick "bufine(s is committed to men
who have as much right to confidence as their ad- -
verfaries ; that the frecholders of Middlefex, if they
could not choofe Mr. Wilkes, might have chofen
any other man, and that be trufts we bave within the
realm five bundred as good as be; that even if this
which has happened to Aiddlefex had happened to
every other county, that one man fhould be made
incapable of being eletted, it could produce no
great change in the parliament, nor much contra&
the power of elettion; that what has been done is
probably right, and that if it be wrong it is of little
confequence, fince a like cafe cannot eafily occur;
that expulfions are very rare, and if they fhould,
by unbounded infolence of faction, become more
frequent, the elettors may eafily provide a fecond
choice.

All this he may fay, but not half of this will be
heard ; his opponents will ftun him and themfelves
with 4 confufed found of penfion and places, venality
and corruption, oppreffion and invafion, flavery and
ruin.

Outcries like thefe, uttered by malignity, and
echoed by folly ; general accufations of indeterminate
wickednefs; and obfcure hints of impoffible defigns,
difperfed among thofe that do not know their mean-
ing, by thofe that know them to be falfe, have dif-
pofed part of the nation, though but a fmall part, to
petter the court with ridiculous petitions.

The progrefs of a petition is well known. An
¢jeCted placeman goes down to his county or his
borough; tells his friends of his inability to ferve
them, and his conftituents of the corruption of the

G 4 govern-
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governmefity/.| Hisfriends (readily underftand that he
who can get nothing, will have nothing to give.
They agree to proclaim a meeting ; meat and drink
are plentifully provided; a crowd is eafily brought
together, and thofe who think that they know the
reafon of their meeting, undertake to tell thofe who
know it not. Ale and clamour unite their powers,
the crowd, condenfed and heated, begins to ferment
with the leven of fedition. All fee a thoufand evils,
though they cannot thow them, and grow impatient
for a remedy, though they know not what.

A fpeech is then made by the Cicero of the day;
he fays much, and fupprefles more, and credit is
equally given to what he tells, and what he con-
ceals. The petition is read and univerfally ap-
proved. Thofe who are fober enough to write,
add their names, and the reft would fign it if they
could. . : '

Every man goes home and tells his neighbour of
the glories of thé day ; how he was confulted and what
he advifed ; how he was invited into the great room,
where his lordfbip called him by his name; how he
was carefled by Sir Francis, Sir Fofeph, or Sir George ;
how he eat turtle and venifon, and drank unanimity
to the three brothers.

The poor loiterer, whofe fhop had confined him,
or whofe wife had locked him up, hears the tale of
luxury with envy, and at laft inquires what was their
petition.  Of the petition nothing is remembered
by the narrator, but that it fpoke much of fears
and apprehenfions, and fomething very alarming,
and that he is fure it is againft the government ; the
other is convinced that it muft be right, and wifhes

he
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he had been, there; for he loves wine and venifon,
and is refolved as long as he lives to be againft the
government. ,

The petition is then handed from town to town,
and from houfe to houfe, and wherever it comes the
“inhabitants flock together, that they may fee that
which muft be fent to the king. Names are eafily
colletted. One man figns becaufe he hates the pa-
pift ; another becaufe he has vowed deftruction to the
turnpikes ; one becaufe it will vex the parfon ; ano-
ther becaufe he owes his landlord nothing ; one be-
caufe he is rich ; another becaufe he is poor ; one to
thew that he is not afraid, and another to fhew that
he can write.

The paflage, however, is not always fmooth.
Thofe who colle&t contributions to fedition, fome-
times apply to a man of higher rank and more en-
lightened mind, who, inftead of lending them his
name, calmly reproves them for being feducers of the
people.

You who are here, fays he, complaining of vena-
lity, are yourfelves the agents of thofe who, having
eftimated themfelves at too high a price, are only
angry that they are not bought. You are appealing
from the parliament to the rabble, and inviting thofe
who fcarcely, in the moft common affairs, diftin-
guifh right from wrong, to judge of a queftion
complicated with law written and unwritten, with
the general principles of government, and the par-
ticular cuftoms of the Houfe of Commons; you
are fhewing them a grievance, fo- diftant that they
cannot fee it, and fo light that they cannot feel it;
for how, but by unneceflary intelligence and arti-

ficial
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ficial provocation,” fhould-'the farmers and fhop-
keepers of 2orkfbire and Cumberland know or care
how Middlefex is reprefented ? Inftead of wandering
thus round the county to exafperate the rage of party,
and darken the fufpicions of ignorance, it is the duty
of men like you, who have leifure for inquiry, to
lead back the people to their honeft labour ; to’ tell
them, that fubmiffion is the duty of the ignorant, and
content the virtue of the poor; that they havé no
fkill in the art of government, nor any intereft in the
diffentions of the great; and when you meet with
any, as fome there are, whofe underftandings are ca-
pable of convition, it will become you to allay this
foaming ebullition, by fhewing them that they have
as much happinefs as the condition of life will eafily
receive, and that a government, of which an erro-
neous or unjuft reprefentation of Middlefex is the
greateft crime that intereft can difcover, or malice
can upbraid, is a government approaching nearer to
perfetion, than any that experience has known, or
hiftory related.

The drudges of fedition with to change their
ground, they hear him with fullen filence, feel con-
viction without repentance, and are confounded buit
not abafthed ; they go forward to another door, and
find a kinder reception from a man enraged againft
the government, becaufe he has juft been paying the
tax upon his windows.

That a petition for a diffolution of the parliament
will at all times have its favourers, may be eafily
imagined. The people indeed do not expe& that
one Houfe of Commons will be much honefter or
much wifer than another ; they do not fuppofe that

the
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which theéy/'did “not' fufter;'or to folicit for redrefs:
which they do not want. The petition has been,
in fome places, rejected ; and perhaps in all but
one, figned only by the meaneft and grofleft of the
people.

Since this expedient now invented or revived to
diftrefs the government, and equally pratticable: at
all times by all who fhall be excluded from power
and from profit, has produced fo little effect, let us
confider the oppofition as no longer formidable.
The great engine has recoiled upon them. They
thought that the terms they fent were terms of weighs,
which would have amazed all and frumbled many ;
but the confternation is now over, and their focs
frand upright, as before.

With great propriety and dignity the king has,

in his fpeech, neglected or forgotten them. He
might eafily know, that what was prefented as the
{fenfe of the people, is the fenfe only of the profli-
gate and diffolute; and that whatever parliament
fhould be convened, the fame petitioners would
be ready, for the fame reafon, to requeft its dif-
folution.
- As we once had a rebellion of the clowns, we
have now an oppolition of the pedlars. The quiet
of the nation has been for years difturbed by a fac-
tion, againft which all fattions ought to confpire ;
for its original principle is the defire of levelling ;
it is only animated under the name of zeal, by the
natural malignity of the mean againtt the great.

When in the confufion which the Engli/b invafions
produced in France, the villains, imagining that
they had found the golden hour of emancipation,

took
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took arms''in-'their'hands, the knights of both na-
tions confidered the caufe as common, and, fufpend-
ing the general hoftility, united to chaftife them.

The whole conduét of this defpicable fa&ion is
diftinguithed by plebeian grofinefs, and favage in-
decency. To mifreprefent the aétions and the prin-
ciples of their enemies is common to all parties
but the infolence of inveive, and brutality of re-
proach, which have lately prevailed, are peculiar to
this.

An infallible charateriftick of meannefs is cruelty,

This is the only fa&ion that has fhouted at the con-
demnation of a criminal, and that, when his inno-
cence procured his pardon, has clamoured for his
blood.
. All other parties, however enraged at each other,
have agreed to treat the throne with decency; but
thefe low-born railers have attacked not only the au- -
thority, but the charater of their fovereign, and
have endeavoured, furely without effe@, to alienate
the affetions of the people from the only king, who,
for almoft a century, has much appeared to defire, or
much endeavoured to deferve them. They have in-
fulted him with rudenefs and with menaces, which
were never excited by the gloomy fullennefs of #7l-
liam, even when half the nation denied him their al-
legiance ; nor by the dangerous bigotry of Fames,
unlefs when he was finally driven from his palace;
and with which fcarcely the open hottilities of rebellion
ventured to vilify the unhappy Charles, even in the
remarks on the cabinet of Na/eby.

It is furely not unreafonable to hope, that the
nation will confult its dignity, if not its fafety, and

difdain
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difdain to'be’ prote€ted or enflaved by the declaimers
or the plotters of a city-tavern. Had Rome fallen
by the Catilingrian confpiracy, fhe might have con-
foled her fate by the greatnefs of her deftroyers; but
what would have alleviated the difgrace of Englend,
had her government been changed by Tiler or by
Ket ?

One part of the nation has never before- contended
with the other, but for fome weighty and apparent
intereft.  If the means were violent, the end was
great. The civil war was fought for what each army
called and believed the beft religion, and the beft
government. The ftruggle in the reign of Anne,
was to exclude or reftore an exile king. We are now
difputing, with almoft equal animofity, whether
Middlefex fhall be reprefented or not by a crxmmal
from a jail.

The only comfort left in fuch degcncracy is, that
a lower ftate can be no longer pofiible.

In this contemptuous cenfure, I mean not to in-
clude every fingle man. Inall lead, fays the chemift,
there is filver; and in all copper thereis gold. Bug
mingled maffes are juftly denominated by the greater
quantity, and when the precious particles are not
worth extraction, a fation and a pig muft be melted
down together to the forms and offices that chance
allots them. ~

Fiunt urceoli, pulves, fartago, patelle.

A few weeks will now fhew whether the govern-
ment can be fhaken by empty noife, and whether
the faction which depends upon its influence, has
not deceived alike the Publick and itfelf, That it

thould
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fhould ‘have |continoed.¢ill now, is fufficiently
fhameful. None can indeed wonder that it has
been fupported by the fetaries, the natural fo-
menters of fedition, and confederates of the rabble,
of whofe religion little now remains but hatred of
eftablifhments, and who are angry to find feparation
now only tolerated, which was once rewarded; but
every honeft man muft lament, that it has been re-
garded with frigid neutrality by the tories, who,
being long accuftomed to fignalize their principles
by oppofition to the court, do not yet confider that
they have at laft a king who knows not the name of
party, and who wifhes to be the common father of
all his people. :

As a man inebriated only by vapours, foon re-
covers in the open air; a nation difcontented to
madnefs, without any adequate caufe, will return
to its wits and its allegiance when a little paufe has
cooled it to refletion. Nothing, therefore, is ne-
ceflary, at this alarming crifis, but to confider the
alarm as falfe. To make conceflions, is to encourage
encroachment. Let the court defpife the faction,
and the difappointed people will foon deride it.
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O proportion the eagernefs of conteft to its

importance feems too hard a tafk for human
wifdlom. The pride of wit has kept ages bufy in
the difcuffion of ufelefs queftions, and the pride of
power has deftroyed armies to gain or to keep un-
profitable pofieffions.

Not many years have pafled fince the cruelties of
war were filling the world with terror and with for-
row; rage was at laft appeafed, or ftrength ex-

- haufted, and to the haraffed nations peace was re-
ftored, with its pleafures and its benefits. Of this
ftate all felt the happinefs, and all implored the
continuance ; but what continuance of happinefs
can be expeéted, when the whole fyftem of European
empire can be in danger of a new concuffion, by a
contention for a few fpots of earth, which, in the
deferts of the ocean, had almoft efcaped human
notice, and which, if they had not happened to make
a fea-mark, had perhaps never had a name?

Fortune



FALKLAND’ ISLANDS. g7

Fortune 'often’ delights ‘to'dignify what nature has
neglefled, and that renown which cannot be claimed
by intrinfick excellence or greatnefs, is fometimes
derived from unexpeéted accidents. The Rubicon
was ennobled by the paflfage of Ce/ar, and the time .
is now come when Falkland’s Iflands demand their
hiftorian. '

But the writer to whom this employment fhall be
afigned, will have few opportunities of defcriptive
fplendor, or narrative elegance. Qf other countries
it is told how often they have changed their govern-
ment ; thefe iflands have hitherto changed only. their
name. Of heroes to canquer, or legiflators to civia
lize, here has been no appearance ; nothing has hap-
pened to them but that they have been fometimes feen
by wandering navigators, who paffed by them in
fearch of better habitations, '

When the Spaniards, who, under the condu&t of
Columbus, difcovered America, had taken pofleflion
of its moft wealthy regions ; they furprifed and terri-
fied Europe by a fudden and unexampled influx of
riches. They were made at once infuppartably info-
lent, and might perhaps have become irrefiftibly pow-
erful, had not their mountainous treafures been {cat-
tered in the air with the ignorant profufion of unac-
cuftomed opulence.

The greater part of the Ezropean potentates faw
this ftream of riches flowing into §pain without at-
tempting to dip their own hands in the golden foun-
tain. France had no naval {kill or power ; Portygal
was extending her dominions in the eaft over re-
gions formed in the gaiety of nature; the Hax-
Jeatick league, being planned only for the fecurity of

VoL, VIII. H - traffick,
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- traffick, had no tendency to difcovery or invafion;
and the commercial ftates of Iraly growing rich by
trading between #fia and Europe, and not lying upon
the ocean, did not defire to feek by great hazards, at

a diftance, what was almoft at homc to be found with
fafety.

The Englifb alone were animated by the fuccefs of
the Spanifb navigators, to try if any thing was left
that might reward adventure, or incite appropria-
tion. They fent Cabot into the north, but in the
north there was no gold or filver to be found. The
beft regions were pre-occupied, yet they .fill con-
tinued their hopes and their labours. They were
the fecond nation that dared the extent of the Ps-
cifick Ocean, and the fecond circumnavigators of thc
globe.

By the war between Elizabetb and Pbilip, thc
wealth of merica became lawful prize, and thofe
who were lefs afraid of danger than of poverty, fupe
pofed that riches might eafily be obtained by plun-
dering the Spaniards. Nothing is difficult when gain
and honour unite their influence; the fpirit and
vigour of thefe expeditions enlarged our views of the
new world, and made us firft acquainted with its re-
moter coafts.

In the fatal voyage of Csvendifb (1592), Captain
Dawvis, who, being fent out as his affociate, was
afterwards parted from him or deferted him, as he
was driven by violence of weather about the ftraits
of Magellan, is fuppofed to have been the firft who
faw the lands now called Falkland’s Iflands, but his
diftrefs permitted him not to make any obfervation,
and he left them, as he found them, without a name,

Not
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He, I fuppofe, in'honour ‘of his countrymen, called
them the Malouines, the denomination now ufed by
the Spaniards, who feem not, till very lately, to have
thought them important enough to deferve a name.

Since the publication of 4nfon’s voyage, they have.
very much changed their opinion, finding a fettlement
in Pepys’s or Falkland’s Ifland recommended by the
author as neceffary to the fuccefs of our future expe-
ditions againft the coaft.of Chili, and as of fuch ufe
and importance, that it would produce many advan-
tages in peace, and in war would make us matters of
the South Sea.

Scarcely any degree of judgment is fufficient to
reftrain the imagination from magnifying that on
which it is long detained. The relator of Anfon’s
voyage had heated his mind with its various events,
had partaken the hope with which it was begun, and
the vexation fuffered by its various mifcarriages, and
then thought nothing could be of greater benefit t°
the nation than that which might promote the fucce="
of fuch another enterprife.

Had the heroes of that hiftory even performed ar—=
attained all that when they firft fpread their fails the»
ventured to hope, the confequence would yet hawo-
produced very little hurt to the Spaniards, and vers*
little benefit to the Engli/h. They would have take=>
a few towns ; Anfom and his companions would hawa
fhared the plunder or the ranfom; and the Spaniard %
finding their fouthern territories acceffible, would fc&
the future have guarded them better,

That fuch a fettlement may be of ufe in war, n. £
man that confiders its fituation will deny But wass
is not the whole bufinefs of life; it happens bucs

« feldome™
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ciled, and that nations will learn not to do what they
would not fuffer.

But the filent toleration of fufpeéted guilt is a de:
gree of depravity far below that which openly incites
and manifeftly protects it. To pardon a pirate may
be injurious to mankind; but how much greater is
the crime of opening a port in which all pirates fhall
be fafe? The contraband trader is not more worthy
of prote®ion : if with Naréorough he trades by force,
he is a pirate; if he trades fecretly, he is only 2
thiefi Thofe who honeftly refufe his traffick he hates
as obftructors of his profit; and thofe with whom he
deals he cheats, becaufe he knows that they dare not
complain. He lives with a heart full of that malig-
nity which fear of deteftion always generates in thofe
who are to defend unjuft acquifitions againft lawful
authority 5 and when he comes horne with riches thus
acquired, he brings a mind hardened in evil, too
proud for reproof, and too ftupid for refletion ; he
offends the high by his infolence, and corrupts the
low by his example.
~ Whether thefe truths were forgotten or defpifcd,
or whether fome better purpofe was then in agita-
tion, the reprefentation made in Anfon’s voyage had
fuch effe@ upon the ftatefmen of that time, that (in
" 17438) fome floops- were fitted out for the fuller
knowledge of Pepys’s and Falkland’s Iflands, and for
further difcoveries in the South Sea. This expedi-
tion, though perhaps defigned to be fecret, was not
long concealed from #all, the Spanifh ambaflador,
who fo vehemently oppofed it,- and fo ftrongly
maintained the right of the Spanmiards to the ex-
clufive dominion of the Soutd Sea, that the Englifh

7 miniftry
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propriety ' of 'our’expedition' by arguments equivalent
to Carvajal’s objetions. The miniftry therefore.
difmiffed the whole defign, but no declaration was
required by which our right to purfuc it hereafter

might be annulled. .

“From this time Falkland’s Ifiand was forgotten or
negleted, till the conduét of naval affairs was in-
trufted to the Earl of Egmont, a man whofe mind
was vigorous and ardent, whofe knowledge was ex-
tenfive, and whofe defigns were magnificent; but
who had fomewhat vitiated his judgment by too
much indulgence of romantick prOJc&s and airy
fpeculations.

Lord Egmont’s eagernefs after fomethmg new
determined him to make inquiry after Falkland’s
Ifland, and he fent out Captain Byrom, who, in the
" beginning of the-year 1765, took, he fays, a formal
pofieflion in the name of his Britannick Majefty.

The pofleflion of this place is, according to Mr.
Byron’s reprefentation, no defpicable acquifition,
He conceived the ifland to be fix or feven hundred
miles round, and reprefented it as a region naked
indeed of wood, but which, if that defect were fup-
plied, would have all that nature, almoft all that
luxury could want. The harbour he found capa-
cious and fecure, and therefore thought it worthy of
the name of Egmont., Of water there was no want,
and the ground, he defcribed as having all the ex-
cellencies of foil, and as covered with antifcorbutick
herbs, the reftoratives of the failor. Provifion was
eafily to be had, for they killed almoft every day an
hundred geefe to each fhip, by pelting them with
ftones. Not content with phyfick and with food,

he
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priority 'of fettlement”-confers 1 know not whether
‘we yet can eftablith.

On December 10, the officer fent by the Governor
of Port Solidad made three protefts againft Captain
Hunt ; for threatening to fire upon him ; for oppofing
his entrance into Port Egmont; and for entering
himfelf into Port Solidad. On the 12th the Go-
vernor of Port Solidad formally warned Captain
Hunt to leave Port Egmont, and to forbear the navi-
gation of thefe feas, without permiffion from the
king of Spain.

To this Captain Hunt replied by repeating his
former claim ; by declaring that his orders were to
keep pofleflion; and by once more warning the

‘Spaniards to depart.

The next month produced more protefts and

"“more replies, of which the tenor was nearly the

fame. The operations of . fuch harmlefs enmity
having produced no effe®, were then recnprocally

-difcontinued, and the Englifb were left for a time to

enjoy the pleafures of Falkland’s Ifland without mo-
leftation.

This tranquillity, however, did not laft long. A
few months afterwards (Fure 4, 1770) the Indufiry,
a Spanifb frigate, commanded by an officer whofe

‘name was Madariaga, anchored- in‘ Port Egmont,

bound, as was faid, for Port Solidad, and reduced,
by a paffage from Buenos Ayres of fifty-three days,
to want of water.,

Three days afterwards four other frigates entered
the port, and a broad pendant, fuch as is borne by
the commander of a naval armament, was difplayed

from



FALKLAND’s ISLANDS. 109

from the Indyftry. Captain Farmer of the Swift
frigate, who commanded the garrifon, ordered the
crew of the Swift to come on fhore, and affift in its
defence ; and direted captain Maltly to bring the
Favourite frigate, which he commanded, nearer to
the land. The Spaniards eafily difcovering the pur-
pofe of his motion, let him know, that if he weighed
his anchor, they would fire upon his fhip ; but pay-
ing no regard to thefe menaces, he advanced towards
the fhore. The Spanifb fleet followed, and two fhots
were fired, which fell at a diftance from him. He
then fent to inquire the reafon of fuch hoftility, and
was told that the fhots were intended only as
fignals.

Both the Englifb Captains wrote the next day to
Madariaga the Spanifp Commodore, warning him
from the ifland, as from a place which the Eng/; /b
held by right of difcovery.

Madariaga, who feems to have had no defire of
unneceffary mifchicf, invited them (Fune 9.) to
fend an officer who fhould take a view of his forces,
that they might be convinced of the vanity of re-
fitance, and do that without compulfion which he
was upon refufal prepared to enforce.

An officer was fent, who found fixteen hundred
men, with a train of twenty-feven cannon, four
mortars, and two hundred bombs. The fleet con-
fifted of five frigates, from twenty to thirty guns,
which were now ftationed oppofite to the Block-
houfe.

He then fent them a formal memorial, in which
he maintained his mafter’s right to the whole Aa-
gellanick region, and exhorted the Englifb to retire

quietly
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vitory ;' 'the’ Englifp were ‘allowed to leave the place
with every honour, only their departure was delayed
by the terms of the capitulation twenty days; and
to fecure their ftay, the rudder of the Favourite was
taken off. What they defired to carry away they
removed without moleftation; and of what they
lefc an inventory was drawn, for which the Spanifh
officer by his receipt promifed to be accountable.

Of this petty revolution, fo fudden and fo diftant,
the Englifp miniftry could not poffibly have fuch
notice as might enable them to prevent it. The
conqueft, if fuch it may be called, coft but three
days; for the Spamiards, cither fuppofing the gar-
rifon ftronger than it was, or refolving to truft no-
thing to chance, or confidering that, as their force
was greater, there was lefs danger of bloodfhed,
came with a power that made refiftance ridiculous,
and at once demanded and obtained pofieffion.

The firft account of any difcontent exprefled by
- the Spemiards was brought by Captain Hunt, who
arriving at Plymouth Fune 3, 1770, informed the
Admiralty that the ifland had been claimed in De-
cember by the Governor of Port Solidad.

This claim, made by an officer of fo little dignity,
without any known dire&tion from his fuperiors,
could. be confidered only as the zeal or officioufnefs
of an individual, unworthy of publick notice, or the

formality of remonftrance.

- In Augup Mr. Harris, the refident at Madrid,
gave notice to lord #eymouth of an account newly
brought to Cadiz, that the Englifb were in poffeffion
of Port Cuizada, the fame which we call Port Eg-
mont, in the Magellanick fea; that in Fanuary they

had
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had warned'away two"Spanifb fhips; and that an
armament was fent out in May from Buenos Ayres to
diflodge them. .

It was perhaps not yet certain that this account
was true; but the information, however faithful,
was too late for prevention. It was eafily known,
that a fleet difpatched in May had before Auguf fuc.
ceeded or mifcarried.

In Oftober, Captain Malthy came to England, and
gave the account which I have now epitomifed, of
his expulfion from Falkland’s Iflands.

From this moment the whole nation can witnefs
that no time was lot. The navy was furveyed, the
fhips refitted, and commanders appointed; and a
powerful fleet was affembled, well manned and well
ftored, with expedition after fo long a peace per-
haps never known before, and with vigour which
after the wafte of fo long a war fcarcely any other
nation had been capable of exerting,

This preparation, fo illuftrious in the eyes of
Europe, and fo efficacious in its event, was ab-
ftruted by the utmoft power of that noify fa&ion
which has too long filled the kingdom, fometimes
with the roar of empty menace, and fometimes with
the yell of hypocritical lamentation. Every man
faw, and every honeft man faw with deteftation,
that they who defired to force their fovereign inta
war, endeavoured at the fame time to difable him
from aétion.

The vigour and fpirit of the miniftry eafily broke
through all the machinations of thefe pygmy rebels,
and our armament was quickly fuch as was likely ta
make our negociations effe&tual,

The
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-ought in any wife to affelt the queftion of the prior right
of Jovereignty of the Malouine otherwife called Falk-
land’s Iflands.

~ This conceffion was accepted by the Earl of
Rochford, who declared on the part of his mafter,
that the prince of Mafferan being authorized by
his catholick majefty, #0 offer in bis majefly’s name,
to the king of Great Britain, a fatisfattion for the in-
jury done bim by difpoffefing bim of Port Egmont,
and having figned a declaration exprefling that his
catholick majefty difavows the * expedition againft
Port Egmont, and engages to reftore it in the ftate
in which it ftood before the 1oth of Fume 1770, bis
Britannick majefty will look upon the faid declaration,
together with the full performance of the engagement on
the part of bis catbolick majefly, as a fatisfaition for the
injury done to the crown of Great Britain,

This is all that was originally demanded. The
expedition is difavowed, and the ifland is- reftored.
An injury is acknowledged by the reception of Lord
Rorbfbrd’s paper, who twice mentions the word 7n-
jury and twice the word Jatisfaction.

The Spaniards have ftipulated that the grant of
pofleflion fhall not preclude the queftion of prior
right, a queftion which we fhall probably make no
_hafte to difcufs, and a right of which no formal re-

fignation was ever required. This referve has fup- - .

plied matter for much clamour, and perhaps the
Englifb miniftry would have been better pleafed had
the declaration been without it. But when we have
obtained all that was afked, why fhould we com-
plain that we have not more? When the pofieffion
is conccdcd where is the evil that the.right, whick
I3 that
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the importance 'of this“ifland is inferred by Fanius,
one of the few writers of his defpicable fattion
whofe name does not difgrace the page of an op-
ponent. The value of the thing difputed may be
very different to him that gains and him that lofes
it. The Spaniards, by yielding Falkland’s Ifland)
have admitted a precedent of what they think en-
croachment ; have fuffered a breach to be made in
the outworks of their empire; and,. notwithftanding
the referve of prior right, have fuffered a danger-
ous excepuon to the prefcriptive tenure of thcn'
American territories.

Such is the lofs of Spain; let us now compute the
profit of Britain. We have, by obtaining a dif-
avowal of Buccarelli’s expedition, and a reftitution
of our fettlement, maintained the honour of the
crown, and the fuperiority of our influence, Be-
yond this what have we acquired? What, but a
bleak and "gloomy folitude, an ifland thrown afide
from human ufe, ftormy in winter, and barren in
fummer ; an ifland which not the fouthern favages
have dignified with habitation; where a garrifon
muft be kept in a ftate that contemplates with envy
the exiles of Siberia; of which the expence will be
perpetual, and the ufe only occafional; and which,
if fortune fmile upon our labours, may become a
neft of fmugglers in peace, and in war the refuge
of future Buccaniers. To all this the government
has now given ample atteftation, for the ifland
has been fince abandoned, and perhaps was kept
only to quiet clamours, with an intention, not
then wholly concealed, of quitting it in a ihort
time,

Thxs
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againft us!//'Thefe” encroachers on the wafte of na.

ture, fays our ally the Ruffian, if they fucceed in their
firft effort of ufurpation, will make war upon us for
a title to Kamfcbatfcha. Thefe univerfal fettlersy
fays our ally the Dane, will in a fhort time fettle
upon Greenland, and a fleet will batter Copenbagen,
till we are willing to confefs that it always was their
own. )

- In a quarrel like this, it is not poffible that any
power fhould favour us, and it is very likely that
fome would oppofe us. The French, we are told,
are otherwife employed; the contefts between the
king of France and his own fubje&s are fufficient to
withhold him from fupporting §pain. But who does
not know that a foreign war has often put a ftop to
civil difcords? It withdraws the attention of the
publick from domeftick grievances, and affords op-
portunities of difmiffing the turbulent and reftlefs to
diftant employments. The Spaniards have always an
argument of irrefiftible perfuafion. If France will
not fupport them againft England, they will ftrengthen
England againft France.

But let us indulge a dream of idle fpeculation,
and fuppofe that we are to engage with Spain, and
with Spain alone; it is not even yet very certain
that much advantage will be gained. Spain is not
eafily vulnerable ; her kingdom, by the lofs or cef-
fion of many fragments of dominion, is become
folid and compact. = The Spaniards have indeed no
fleet able to oppofe us, but they will not endeavour
attual oppofition; they will thut themfelves up in
their own territories, and let us exhauft our feamen
in a hopelefs fiege. They will give commiffions to

privateers
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privateers'of -every’ nation; 'who will prey upon our
merchants without pofbility of reprifal.  If they
think their plate fleet in danger, they will forbid it to
fet fail, and live a while upon the credit of treafure
which all E«4rope knows to be fafe; and which, if our
obftinacy fhould continue till they can no longer be
without it, will be conveyed to them with fecrecy
and fecurity by our natural enemies the French, or by
the Dutch our natural allies.

But the whole continent of Spanifb America will lie
open to invafion; we fhall have nothing to do but
march into thefe wealthy regions, and make their
prefent mafters confefs that they were always ours by
ancient right.  'We fhall throw brafs and iron out of
our houfes, and nothing but filver will be feen among
us. -

All this is very defirable, but it is not certain that
it can be eafily attained. Large tralts of America
were added by the laft war to the Britifb dominions ;
but, if the faction credit their own Apollo, they were
conquered in Germany. They at beft are only the
barren parts of the continent, the refufe of the earlier
adventurers, which the Fremch, who came laft, had
taken only as better than nothing.

Againft the Spanifb dominions we have never
hitherto been able.to do much. A few privateers
have grown rich at their expence, but no fcheme of
conquett has yet been fuccefsful. They are defended
not by walls mounted with cannons which by cannons
may be battered, but by the ftorms of the deep and
the vapours of the land, by the flames of calenture
and blafts of peftilence, _
: : In
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In the'reign' of ‘Elizabeth, the favourite period of
Englifb greatnefs, no enterprifes againft America had
any other confequence than thatof extending Enghf
navigation. Here Caverdi/b perithed after all his
hazards ; and here Drake and Hawkixs, great as they
were in knowledge and in fame, having promifed
honour to themfelves and dominion to the country,
funk by defperation and mifery in difhonourable
graves.

During the protetorfhip of Cromwell, a time of
which the patriotick tribes ftill more ardently defire
the return, the Spanifb dominions were again at-
tempted ; but here, and only here, the fortune of
Cromwell made a paufe. His forces were driven
from Hifpaniola, his hopes of poflefling the #ef
Indies vanithed, and Famaica was taken, only that
the whole expedition might not grow ridiculous.

The attack of Carthagena is yet remembered,
where the Spaniards from the ramparts faw their in-
vaders deftroyed by the hoftility of the elements;
poifoned by the air, and crippled by the dews;
where every hour fwept away battalions; and in the
three days that pafifed between the defcent and res
embarkation, half an army perithed.

In the laft war the Havanna was taken, at what
expence is too well remembered. May my country,
be never curfed with fuch another conqueft !

Thefe inftances of mifcarriage, and thefe argu-
ments of difficulty, may perhaps abate the military
ardour of the Publick. Upon the opponents of the
government their operation will be different; they
with for war, but not for conqueft; vittory would
defeat their purpofes equally with peace, becaufe

profperity
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guous expreflions among ‘the vulgar; for he cries
bavock without referve, and endeavours to let flip
the dogs of foreign or of civil war, ignorant
whither they are going, and carelefs what may be
their prey.

Funius has fometimes made his fatire felt, but let
not injudicious admiration miftake the venom of
the fhaft for the vigour of the bow. He has fome-
times fported with lucky malice; but to him that
knows his company, it is not hard to be farcaftick
in a mafk. While he walks like Fack the Giant-
killer in a coat of darknefs, he may do much mif-
chief with little ftrength. Novelty captivates the
fuperficial and thoughtlefs; vehemence delights
the difcontented and turbulent. He that contra-
di@s acknowledged truth will always have an audi-
eace; he that vilifies eftablifhed authority will al-
ways find abettors.

Funius burft into notice with a blaze of impu-
dence which has rarely glared upon the world be-
fore, and drew the rabble after him as a monfter
makes a fhow. When he had once provided for his

. fafery by impenetrable fecrecy, he had nothing to
-~ pombat but truth and juftice, enemies whom he
| knows to be feeble in the dark. Being then at
| liberty to indulge himfelf in all the immunities of
invifibility ; out of the reach of danger, he has been
bold; out of the reach of fhame, he has been con-
fident. As a rhetorician, he has had the art of per-
fuading when he feconded defire; as a reafoner, he
has convinced thofe who had no doubt before; as a
moralift, he has taught that virtue may difgrace;
and as a patriot, he has gratified the mean by in-
~ You. VIIL K * fults
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fults on the high. Finding fedition afcendant, he
has been able to advance it; finding the nation
combuftible, he has been able to inflame it. Let
us abftra&t from his wit the vivacity of infolence,
and withdraw from his efficacy the fympathetick
favour of plebeian malignity ; I do not fay that we
fhall leave him nothing; the caufe that I defend
fcorns the help of falfchood; but if we leave him
only his merit, what will be his praife ?

It is not by his livelinefs of imagery, his pun-
gency of periods, or his fertility of allufion, that
he detains the cits of London, and the boors of Mid-
* dlefex, Of ftyle and fentiment they take no cogni-
zance. They admire him for virtues like their own,
for contempt of order and violence of outrage, for
rage of defamation and audacity of falfehood. The
fupporters of the Bill of Rights feel no niceties of
compofition, nor dexterities of fophiftry; their
faculties are better proportioned to the bawl of
Bellas, or barbarity of Beckford; but they are told
that Funius is on their fide, and they are therefore
fure that Funius is infallible. Thofe who know not
whither he would lead them, refolve to follow him;
and thofe who cannot find his-meaning, hope he
means rebellion.

Funius is an unufual phenomenon, on which fome
have gazed with wonder and fome with terrour, but
wonder and terrour are tranfitory paffions. He will foon
be more clofely viewed or more attentively examined,
and what folly has taken for a comet that from its
flaming hair fhook peftilence and war, inquiry will
find to be only a meteor formed by the vapours of pu-
trefying democracy, and kindled into flame by the

' effer-



www.libtool.com.cn



132 FALKLAND’s ISLANDS.

where claims are’ not eafily determinable is always
dangerous. We afked all that was neceflary, and
perfifted in our firft claim without mean receffion,
or wanton aggravation. The Spaniards found us
refolute, and complied after a fhort ftruggle.

The real crime of the miniftry is, that they have
found the means of avoiding their own ruin; but
the charge againft them is multifarious and con-
fufed, as will happen, when malice and difcontent
are athamed of their complaint. The paft and the
future are complicated in the cenfure. We have
heard a tumultuous clamour about honour and
rights, injuries and infults, the Britib flag, and
the Favourite’s rudder, Buccarelli’s condu&, and
Grimaldi’s declarations, the Manilla ranfom, delays
and reparation.

Through the whole argument of the fa&ion runs
the general error, that our fettlement on Falkland’s
Ifiand was not only lawful but unqueftionable ; that
our right was not only certain but acknowledged;
and that the equity of our condu&t was fuch, that
the Spaniards could not blame or obftruc it without
combating their own conviétion, and oppofing the
general opinion of mankind.

If once it be difcovered that, in the opinion of
the Spaniards, our fettlement was ufurped, our
claim arbitrary, and our condu& infolent, all that
has happened will appear to follow by a natural
concatenation. Doubts will produce difputes and
difquifition, difquifition requires delay, and delay
caufes inconvenience.

Had the Spanifb government immediately yielded
unconditionally all that was required, we might

have
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have been fatisfied; but what would Europe have
judged of their fubmiffion? that they fhrunk be-
fore us as a conquered people, who having lately
yielded to our arms, were now compelled to facri-
fice to our pride. The honour of the Publick is
indeed of high importance ; but we muft remember
that we have had to tranfat with a mighty Kking
and a powerful nation, who have unluckily been
taught to think that they have honour to keep or
lofe as well as ourfelves.

When the Admiralty were told in Fune of the
warning given to Hunt, they were, I fuppofe, in-
formed that Hunt had firft provoked it by warning
away the Spaniards, and naturally confidered one
a&t of infolence as balanced by another, without ex-
pecting that more would be done on either fide.
Of reprefentations and remonftrances there would
be.no end, if they were to be made whenever fmall
commanders are uncivil to each other; nor could
peace ever be enjoyed, if upon fuch tranfient provo-
cations it be imagined neceffary to prepare for war.
We might then, it is faid, have increafed our force
with more leifure and lefs inconvenience; but this
is to judge only by the event. We omitted to
difturb the Publick, becaufe we did not fuppofe
that an armament would be neceffary.

Some months afterwards, as has been told, Buc-
carelli, the governor of Buenos Ayres, fent againft the
fettlement of Port Egmont a force which enfured
the conqueft. The Spanifh commander required
the Englib captains to depart, but they thinking
that refiftance neceffary which they knew to be ufe-
lefs, gave the Spanmiards the right of prefcribing

K 3 terms
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But all 'this' enquiry”is fuperfluous.  Confidered
as a reparation of honour, the difavowal of the king
of Spain, made in the fight of all Europe, is of
equal value, whether true or falfe. There is in-
deed no reafon to queftion its veracity ; they, how-
ever, who do not believe it, muft allow the weight
of that influence by which a great prince is reduced,
to difown his own commiffion.

But the general orders upon which the governor
is acknowledged to have atted, are neither dif-
avowed nor explained. Why the Spaniards fhould
difavow the defence of their own territories, the
warmeft difputant will find it difficult to tell; and
if by an explanation is meant an accurate deline-
ation of the fouthern empire, and the limitation of"
their claims beyond the line, it cannot be imputed
to any very culpable remiffnefs, that what has been
denied for two centuries to the European powers,
was not obtained in a hafty Wranglc about a petty
fettlement.

The miniftry were too well acquamtcd with ne-
gociation to fill their heads with fuch idle expeta-
tions. The queftion of right was inexplicable and
endlefs. They left it as it ftood. To be reftored to
atual poffeffion was eafily practicable. This re-
ftoration they required and obtained.

But they fhould, fay their opponents, have in-
fited upon more; they fhould have exatted not
only reparation of our honour but repayment of our
expence. Nor are they all fatisfied with the re-
covery of the cofts and damages of the prefent con-
teft; they are for taking this opportunity of calling

in
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in old debts, and reviving our right to the ranfom of
Manilla.

The Manilla ranfom has, I think, been moft men-
tioned by the inferior bellowers of fedition. Thofe
who lead the faétion know that it cannot be remem-
bered much to their advantage. The followers of
Lord Rockingbam remember that his miniftry begun
and ended without obtaining it; the adherents to
Grenville would be told, that he could never be
taught to underftand our claim. The law of nations
made little of his knowledge. Let him not, how-
ever, be depreciated in his grave. If he was fome-
times wrong, he was often right. '

Of reimburfement the talk. has been more con-
fident, though not more reafonable. The-expences
of war have been often defired, have been fometimes
required, but were never paid; or never, but when
refiftance was hopelefs, and there remained no choice
between fubmiffion and deftruction.

Of our late equipments I know not from whom the
charge can be very properly expe€ted. The king of
Spain difavows the violence which provoked us to
arm, and for the mifchiefs which he did not do, why
fhould he pay? Buccarelli, though he had learned
all the arts of an Egff-Indian governor, could hardly
have colle®ted at Buenos Ayres a fum fufficient to
fatisfy our demands. If he be honeft, he is hardly
tich; and if he be difpofed to rob, he has the mif-
fortune of being placed where robbers have been
before him.

" The king of Spain indeed delayed to comply with
our propofals, and our armament was made ne-
ceflary by unfatisfattory anfwers and dilatory de-

bates.
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had e kifore for' Falt'ard's lfczs ; they fuppofed
that the Exzi/i6 when they rerumed Gecked from Port
Ezm:nt, would find H7zikes inveited with the protec-
torate ; or fec the mayor of Leader, what the Freach
have formerly feen their mayors of the palace, the
commander of the army and tutor of the king ; that
they would be called 0 tell their tale before the
Common Council ; and that the world was to expect
war or peace from a vote of the fubfcribers to the Bill
of Rights.

But our enemies have now loft their hopcs and
our friends I hope are recovered from their fears.
To fancy that our government can be fubverted by
the rabble, whom its lenity has pampered into im.
pudence, is to fear that a city may be drowned by
the overflowing of its kennels. The diftemper
which cowardice or malice thought cither decay of
the vitals, or refolution of the nerves, appears at
lat to have been nothing more than a political
phtbiriafis, a difeafe too loathfome for a plainer
name; but the effeft of negligence rather than of
weaknefs, and of which the fhame is greater than the
danger.

Among the difturbers of our quiet are fome
animals of greater bulk, whom their power of roar-
ing perfuaded us to think formidable, but we now
perceive that found and force do not always go toge-
ther. The noife of a favage proves nothmg but his
hunger.

After all our broils, foreign and domeftick; we
may at laft hope to remain a while in quiet, amufed
with the view of our own fuccefs. We have gained
political ftrength by the increafe of our reputation ;

we



FALKLAND’ ISLANDS. 141

we have'giined real'ftrength by the reparation of our
navy; we have fhewn Europe that ten years of war
have not yet exhaufted us ; and we have enforced our
fettlement on an ifland on which twenty years ago we
durft not venture to look.

Thefe are the gratifications only of honeft minds ;
but there is a time in which hope comes to all.
From the prefent happinefs of the Publick the patri-
ots themfelves may derive advantage. To be harm-
lefs though by impotence obtains fome degree of
kindnefs; no man hates a worm as he hates a viper
they were once dreaded enough to be detefted, as
ferpents that could bite ; they have now fhewn that
they can only hifs, and may therefore quietly flink
into holes, and change their flough unmolefted and
forgotten,
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requeft, who/thinkschisomerit under-rated, and fees
his influence declining, begins foon to talk of na-
tural equality, the abfurdity of many made for one,
the original compa&, the foundation of authority,
and the majefty of the people. As his political
melancholy increafes, he tells, and perhaps dreams,
of the advances of the prerogative, and the dangers
of arbitrary power; yet his defign in all his de- -
clamation is not to benefit his country, but to gratify
his malice.

Thefe, however, are the moft honeft of the op-
ponents of government ; their patriotifm is a fpecies
of difeafe; and they feel fome part of what they
exprefs. But the greater, far the greater number
of thofe who rave and rail, and inquire and accufe,
neither fufpeét nor fear, nor care for the Publick ;
but hope to force their way to riches by virulence
and inve&ive, and are vehement and clamorous,
only that they may be fooner hired to be filent.

A man fometimes ftarts up a Patriot, only by
diffeminating difcontent and propagating reports of
fecret influence, of dangerous counfels, of violated
rights and cncroachmg ulurpation.

This prattice is no certain note of Patriotifm.
To inftigate the populace with rage beyond the
) provocation, is to fufpend publick happinefs, if not
to deftroy it. He is no lover of his country, that
unneceffarily difturbs its peace. Few errors, and
few faults of government can juftify an appeal to
the rabble ; who ought not to judge of what they
cannot underftand, and whofe opinions are not pro-
Pagated by reafon, but caught by contagion,

- The
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neither fufpe o the other fide of the Arlgps; k>
but hope * .th:nce to do much good or harm ¢©
. worid .
:‘:11 l:l?e .:e inhabitants, being Fremch, were alwaye?®
y , who are certainly more dangerous as epe—
( ,,.,"than as fubjeéts: .
@ rhat though the province be wide, the people
. ¢ few, probably not fo many as may be found in
one of the larger Englifh counties

That perfecution is not more virtuous in a pro-
teftant than a papift ; and that while we blame Lewss
the Fourteenth, for his dragoons and his gallies,
we ought, when power comes into our hands, to ufe
it with greater equity :

That when Canada with its inhabitants was
yielded, the free enjoyment of their religion was
ftipulated ; a condition, of which King William,
who was no propagator of popery, gave an example
nearer home, at the furrender of Limerick -

That
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In fome'cdfes) thofe fuffer moft who are leaft in«
tended to be hurt. If the French in the late war
had taken an Englifb city, and permitted the natives
to keep their dwellings, how could it have been re-
covered, but by the flaughter of our friends? A
bomb might as well deftroy an Englifbman as a
Frenchman ; and by famine we know that the in-
habitants would be the firft that thould perifh.

This inflition of promifcuous evil may therefore
be lamented, but cannot be blamed. The power
of lawful government muft be maintained ; and the
miferies which rebellion produces, can be charged
only on the rebels.

That man likewife is #o¢z a Patriot, who denies
his governors their due praife, and who conceals
from the people the benefits which they receive,
Thofe therefore can lay no claim to this illuftrious
appellation,” who impute want of publick fpirit to
the late parliament; an affembly of men, whom,
notwithftanding fome fluftuation of counfel, and
fome weaknefs of agency, the nation muft always
remember with gratitude, fince it is indebted to
them for a very ample conceffion in the refignation
of prote@ions, and a wife and honeft attempt to
improve the conftitution, in the new judicature in-
ftituted for the trial of elections.

The right of proteftion, which might be necef-
fary when it was firft claimed, and was very con-
fitent with that liberality of immunities in which
the feudal conftitution delighted, was by its nature
liable to abufe,.and had in reality been fometimes
-mifapplied, to the evafion of the law and the defeat .
of juftice. The evil was perhaps not adequate to

the
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the clamour ; nor is it very certain, that the pofiible
good of this privilege was not more than equal
to the 'pofiiblebievil.corltcris however plain, that
whether they gave any thing or not to the Publick,
they at leaft loft fomething from themfelves. They
divefted their dignity of a very fplendid diftintion,
and fhewed that they were more willing than their
predeceflors to ftand on a level with their fellow-
fubjeéts.

The new mode of trying ele&ions, if it be found
effeGtual, will diffufe its confequences further than
feems yet to be forefeen. It is, I believe, gene-
rally confidered as advantageous only to thofe who
claim feats in parliament; but, if to chufe repre-
fentatives be one, of the moft valuable rights of
Englifbmen, every voter muft confider that law as
sdding to his happinefs, which makes his fuffrage
efficacious; fince it was vain to chufe, while the
eleGtion could be controlled by any other power.

With what imperious contempt of ancient rights,
and what audacioufnefs of arbitrary authority
former parliaments have judged the difputes about
elections, it is not neceffary to relate. The claim
of a candidate, and the right of electors are faid
fcarcely to have been, even in appearance, referred
to confcience ; but to. have been decided by party,
by paffion, by prejudice, or by frolick. To have
friends in the borough was of little ufe to him,
who wanted friends in the houfe; a pretence was
eafily found to evade a majority, and the feat was
at laft his, that was chofen not by his electors, but
- his fellow-fenators. :

Thus
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than thofé/\which'GareCqueftioned. It is difficult to
prove the principles of practice, becaufe they have
for the moft part not been difcovered by inveftiga-
tion, but obtruded by experience, and ‘the de-
monftrator will find, after an operofe deduétion,
that he has been trying to make that feen which can
be only felt.

Of this kind is the pofition, that tbe fupreme
power of every community bas the right of requiring
Jrom all its fubjells, fuch comtributions are as neceffary
20 the publick fafety or publick profperity, which was
confidered by all mankind as comprifing the primary
and effential condition of all political fociety, til
it became difputed by thofe zealots of anarchy, who
have denied to the parliament of Brizain the right
of taxing the American Colonies.

In favour of this exemption of the dmer:cans
from the authority of their lawful fovereign, and
the dominion of their mother-country, very loud
clamours have been raifed, and'many wild affertions
advanced, which by fuch as borrow their opinions
from the reigning fathion have been admitted as
arguments; and what is ftrange, though their
tendency is to leflen Engli/b honour, and Euglifb
.power, have been heard by Englifomen with a with
to find them true. Paffion has in its firft violenge
controlled intereft, as the eddy for a while runs
againft the ftream.

To be prejudiced is always to be weak ; yet there
are prejudices fo near to laudable, that they have
been often praifed, and are always pardoned. To
-love their country has been confidered as virtue in
~men, whofg love could not be otherwife than blind,

: becaufe
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becaufe 'theit’ preference 'was made without a com-
parifon ; but it has never been my fortune to find,
cither in ancient or modern writers, any honour-
able mention of thofe, who have with equal blind-
nefs hated their country.

Thefe antipatriotick prejudices are the abortions
of folly impregnated by faction, which being pro-
duced againft the ftanding order of nature, have
not ftrength fufficient for long life. They are born
only to fcream and perith, and leave thofe to con-
tempt or deteftation, whofe kindnefs was employed
to nurfe them into mifchief.

To perplex the opinion of the Publick many ar-
tifices have been ufed, which, as ufually happens
when falfchood is to be maintained by fraud, lofe
their force by countera&ing one another. ‘

The nation is fometimes to be mollified by a
tender tale of men, who fled from tyranny to rocks
and deferts, and is perfuaded to lofe all claims of
juftice, and all fenfe of dignity, in compaffion for a -
harmlefs people, who having. worked hard for bread
in a wild country, and obtained by the flow pro-
greffion of manual induftry the accommodations of
life, are now invaded by unprccedentcd opprefiion,
and plundercd of their properties by the harpies of
taxation.

We are told how their induftry is obftruéted by
unnatural reftraints, and their trade confined by
rigorous prohibitions; how they are forbidden to
enjoy the produéts of their own foil, to manufacture
the materials which nature fpreads before them, or
to carry their own goods to the neareft market:
and furely the generofity of Engli/b virtue will never

heap
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has fometimes 'obtained his ‘'end, by making it be-
lieved that he would hang himfelf.

But terrours and pity are not the only means by
which the taxation of the Americans is oppofed.
There are thofe who profefs to ufe them only as
auxiliaries to reafon and juftice, who tell us, that
to tax the Colonies is ufurpation and oppreffion, an
invafion of natural and legal rights, and a violation
of thofe principles which fupport the conlhtunon of
Englifp government.

This queftion is of great xmportance That the
Americans are able to bear taxation is indubitable;
that their refufal may be over-ruled is highly pro-
bable : but power is no fufficient evidence of truth,
Y.et us examine our own claim, and the objections
of the recufants, with caution proportioned to the
event of the decifion, which muft conviét one part
of robbery, or the other of rebellion.

A tax is a payment exated by authority from
part of the community for the benefit of the whole.
From whom, and in what proportion fuch payment
fhall be required, and to what ufes it fhall be ap-
plied, thofe only are to judge to whom government
is intrufted. In the Britifb dominion taxes -are ap-
portioned, levied, and appropriated by the ftates
affembled in parliamcnt.

Of every empxre all the fubordinate communities
are liable to taxation, becaufe they all fhare the
benefits of government, and therefore ought all to
furnith their proportion of the expence.

This the Americans have never openly denied.
That it is their duty to pay the coft of their. own
fafety they feem to admit; nor do they refufe their
: . contri=
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contribution to the exigencies, whatever they may
be, of the Britib empire; but they make this parti-
cipation/of/the spublickitburden a duty of very un-
certain extent, and imperfect obligation, a duty
temporary, occafional, and elective, of which they
referve to themfelves the right of fettling the degree,
the time, and the duration, of judging when it may
be required, and when it has been performed.

- They allow to the fupreme power nothing more
than the liberty of notifying to them its demands or
its -neceffities. Of this notification they profefs to
think for themfelves, how far it fhall influence their
counfels, and of the neceflities alleged, how far
they fhall endeavour to relieve them. They aflume
the exclufive power of fettling not only the mode,
but the quantity of this payment. They are ready
to co-operate with all the other dominions of the
king; but they will co-operate by no means which
they do not like, and at no greater charge than they
are willing to bear.

- This -claim, wild as it may feem, this claim,
which' fuppofes dominion 4githout authority, and
fubje@s without fubordination, has found among
the libertines of policy many clamorous -and
hardy vindicators. The laws of nature, the rights
of humanity, the faith of charters, the danger of
liberty, the encroachments of ufurpation, have been
thundered in our ears, fometimes by interefted fac~
tion, and fometimes by honeft ftupidity.

It is faid by Fontenelle, that if twenty philofo.
phers fhall refolutely deny that the prefence of the
fun makes the day, he will not defpair but whole
pations may adopt the opinion. So many political

M 2 dogmatifts
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dogmatifts''have’denied' 'to' the mother-country the
power of taxing the Colonies, and have enforced
their denial with fo much violence of outcry, that
their fe& is already very numerous, and the publick
voice fufpends its decifion.

In moral and political queftions the conteft be-
tween intereft and juftice has been often tedious and
often fierce, but perhaps it never happened before,
that juftice found much oppofition with intereft on
her fide.

For the fatisfa&tion of this inquiry, it is necefiary
to confider how a Colony is conftituted, what are
the terms of migration as ditated by nature, or fet-
tled by compaé&, and what focial or political rights
the man lofes, or acquires, that leaves his countly
to eftablith himfelf in a diftant plantation.

Of two modes of migration the hiftory of man-
kind informs us, and fo far as I can yet difcover, of
two only.

In countries where life was yet unadjufted, and
policy unformed, it fometimes happened that by the
diffentions of heads of families, by the ambition of
daring adventurers, by fome aceidental preflure of
dx&refs, or by the mere difcontent of idlenefs, one
part of the community broke off from the reft, and
numbers, greater or {maller, forfook their habita-
tions, put themfelves under the command of fome
favourite of fortune, and with or without the con-
fent of their countrymen or governors, went out
to fee what better regions they could occupy, and
in what place, by conqueft or by treaty, they could
gain a habitation,

Song
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Had the Weftern continent been difcovered be-
tween the fourth and tenth century, when all the
northern world was in motion; and had navigation
been at that time fufficiently advanced to make fo
long a paffage eafily pratticable, there is little rea-
fon for doubting but the intumefcence of nation$
would have found its vent, like all other expanfive
violence, where there was leaft refitance; and that
Huns and Vandals, inftead of fighting their way to
the fouth of Europe, would have gone by thoufands
and by myriads under their feveral chiefs to take
poﬁ'cﬂion of regions fmiling with pleafure and
waving with fertility, from which the naked inha-
bitants were unable to repel them. :

Every expedition would in thofe days of laxity
have produced a diftint and independent- ftate,
“The Scandinavian heroes might have divided the
country among them, and have fpread the feudal
fubdivifion of regality from Hudfon’s Bay to thc
Pacifick Ocean.

But Columbus came five or {ix hundred years too
late for the candidates of fovereignty. When he
formed his project of difcovery, the fluGtuations of
military turbulence had fubfided, and Exrcpe began
to regain a fettled form, by eftablifhed government
and regular fubordination. No man could any
longer ere@t himfelf into a chieftain, and lead out
his fellow-fubjects by his own authority to plunder
or to war. Fle that committed any act of hoftility
by land or fea, without the commiffion of fome
acknowledged fovereign, was confidered by all
mankind as a robber or pirate, names which were

now
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‘now of httle'credity’ and of 'which therefore no man
was ambitious. -

Columbus in a remoter time would have found hls
way to fome difcontented Lord, or fome younger
brother of a petty fovereign, who would have taken
fire at his propofal, and have quickly kindled with
equal heat a troop of followers; they would have
built thips, or have feized them, and have wandered
with him at all adventures as far as they could keep
hope in their company. But the age being now
paft of vagrant excurfion and fortuitous hoftility, he
was under the neceffity of travelling from court to
court, fcorned and -repulfed as a wild projetor, an
idle promifer of kingdoms in the clouds: nor has
any part of the world yet had reafon to rejoice that
he found at laft reception and employment.

In the fame year, in a year hitherto difaftrous to
mankind, by the Portuguefe was difcovered the
paflage of the Indies, and by the Spaniards the coaft
of America. 'The nations of Europe were fired with
boundlefs expectations, and the difcoverers purfuing
their enterprife, made conquefts in both hemifpheres
of wide extent. But the adventurers were contented
with plunder ; though they took gold and filver to
themfelves, they feized iflands and kmgdoms in the
name of their fovereigns. When a new region was
giined, a governor was appointed by that power
which had given the commiffion to the cdnqueror ;
nor have I met with any European but Stukeley of
London, that formed a dcﬁgn of exalting himfelf
in the newly found countries to mdependcm: do-
minion. :

M 4 . " To
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To fecure ‘a conqueft, it ‘was always neceffary to
plant a colony, and territories thus occupied and
fettled were rightly confidered as mere extenfions or
proceffes of empire; as ramifications which, by the
circulation of one publick intereft, communicated
with the original fource of dominion, and which
were kept flourithing and fpreading by the radical
vigour of the Mother-country.

The Colonies of England differ no otherwife from
thofe of other nations, than as the Engli/b conftitu-
tion differs from theirs, All government is ulti-
mately and effentially abfolute, but fubordinate
focieties may have more immunities, or individuals™
greater liberty, as the operations of government are
differently condu&ted. An Englifbman in the com-
mon courfe of life and aétion feels no reftraint. An
Englifb Colony has very liberal powers of regulating
its own manners and adjufting its own affairs, But
an Engli/b individual may by the fupreme authority
be deprived of liberty, and a Colony divefted of its
powers, for reafons of which that authority is the
only judge.

In fovereignty there are no gradations. There
may be limited royalty, there may be limited con-
fulthip; but there can be no limited government.
There muft in every fociety be fome power or other
from which there is no appeal, which admits no re-
ftrictions, which pervades the whole mafs of the
community, regulates and adjufts all fubordination,
enalts laws or repeals them, erefts or annuls judica-
tures, extends or contralls privileges, exempt itfelf
from queftion or control, and bounded only by phy-
fical neceflity,

By
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the fecurity’/of 'property,“'are all beftowed upon
them by the royal grant. Without their chartes
there would be no power among them, by which
any law could be made, or duties enjoined, any
debt recovered, or criminal pumfhcd. :

A charter is a grant of certain powers or privi-
leges: given to a part of the community for the ad-
vantage of the whole, and is therefore liable by its
nature to change or to revocation. Every a& of
government aims at publick good. A charter,
which experience has fhewn to be detrimental to
the nation, is to be repealed; becaufe general pro-
fperity muft always be preferred to particular in-
tereft. If a charter be ufed to evil purpo(cs, it is
forfeited, as the weapon is taken away which is mju-
rioufly employed.

The charter therefore by which provmcnal ga-
vernments are conftituted, may be always legally,
and where it is either inconvenient in its nature, or
mifapplied in its ufe, may be equitably repealed;
by fuch repeal the whole fabrick of fubordination is
immediately deftroyed, and the conttitution funk at
once into a chaos: the fociety is diffolved into a
tumule of individuals, without authority to com-
mand, or-obligation to obey; without any punifh-
ment of wrongs but by perfonal refentment, or
any protettion of right but by the hand of the
pofietior.

A Colony is to the Mother-country as a member
to the body, deriving its ation and its ftrength from
the general principle of vitlity; receiving from
the body, and communicating to it, all the benefits
and evils of health and dxlcalc liable in dangerous

maladies
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maladies to fharp applications, of which the body
however muft partake the pain; and expofed, if in-
curably tainted)/\to "amiputation]' by which the body
likewife will be mutilated. '

The Mother-country always confiders the Colo~
nies thus conne@ed, as parts of itfelf; the profperity
or unhappinefs of either is the profperity or unhap-
pinefs of both; not perhaps of both in the fame
degree, for the body may fubfift, though lefs com-
modioufly, without a limb, but the limb muft perifh
if it be parted from the body.

Our Colonies therefore, however diftant, have
been hitherto treated as conftituent parts of the
Britifp empire. The inhabitants incorporated by
Englifp chacrers, are entitled to all the rights of
Englifmsn. They are governed by Englih laws,
entitled to Er::i% dignities, regulated by Englifb
counfels, and protzcted by Englip arms; ana it
feems ro foiow by corf*qucncc noz eailly avoiged,
that they zr= {:Z%eX to Enzih govirninent, znd
chargeable * 7 Ex2.5p Lxauon.
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and helplefs fpectators of the commonweal, wholly
snconcerned in the government of themfelves.

-Of eletors the hap is but little better. They
dre often far from unanimity in their choice, and
where the numbers approach to equality, almioft
half muft be governed not only wnthout, but againft
their choice.

How any man can have confented to inftitutions
eftablithed in diftant ages, it will be difficult to ex-
plain.  In the moft favourite refidence of liberty,
the confent of individuals is merely paffive, a tacit
admiffion in every community of the terms which
that community grants and requires.’ As all are
born the fubjets of fome ftate or other, we may.be
faid to have been all born confenting to fome fyftem
of government. Other confent than this, the con-
dition of civil life does not allow. It is the un-
meaning clamour of the pedants of policy, the de-
lirious dream of republican fanaticifm. '

But hear, ye fons and daughters of libeity, the
founds which the winds are wafting from -the
Weftern Continent. ‘The Americans are telling one
another, what, if we may judge from their noify
triumph, they have but lately difcovered, and what
yet is a very important truth ; That they are entitled
20 life, liberty; and property, and that they bave never
seded to any fovereign power whatever a ri gbt to di _/j’q/e
of either without their confent.

- While this refolution ftands alone, the Americans
are free from fingularity of opinion; their wit-has
not yet betrayed them to herefy. While they fpeak
as the naked fons of nature, they claim but what is
elalmed by other men, and have- withheld nothing

but
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but what all withhold. They are here upon firm
ground, /behindOentrenchments which never can be
forced.

Humanity is very uniform. Thc Americans have
this refemblance to Exropeans, that they do not
always know when they are well. They foon quit
the fortrefs that could neither have been mined by
fophiftry, nor battered by declamation. Their next
refolution declares, that their anceftors, who firft fet-
dled the Colonies, were, at the time of their emigration
Jrom the Mother-country, entitled to all the rights,
liberties, and immunities of free and natural-born fub-
Jelts within the realm of England.

This likewife is true; but when this is granted,
their boaft of original rights is at an end; they.are
no longer in a ﬁate of nature. Thefe lords of
themfelves, thefe kings of me, thefe demigods of
mdependence, fink down to Colonifts, governed by
a charter. If their anceftors were fubjets; they
acknowledged a fovereign: if they had a right two
Englifb privileges, they were accountable to. Englifh
laws, and what muft grieve the lover of liberty ta
difcover, had ceded to the king and parliament,
" whether the right or not, at leaft the power of

difpofing, without their confent, of their lives, liber-
ties, and properties. It therefore is required of them
- to prove, that the parliament ever ceded to them a
difpenfation from that obedience, which they owe
-as natural-born fubjes, or any degree of independ-
ence or.immunity not enjoyed by other Englifbmen.
They fay, That by fuch emigration they by no
means forfeited, furrendered, or loft "any of thofe
nghts ; but that they were, and their de ﬁemfant: How
are,
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are, entitled to the exercife' and enjoyment of all fuch of
them as their local and otber circumfiances enable them
to exercife and enjoy.

That they who form a fettlement by a lawful
charter having committed no crime forfeit no privie
leges, will be readily confeffed; but what they do
not forfeit by any judicial fentence, they may lofe
by natural effe€ts. As man can be but in one place.
at once, he cannot have the advantages of multiplied
refidence.  He that will enjoy the brightnefs of
funfhine, muft quit the coolnefs of the fhade. He
who goes voluntarily to America, cannot complain
of lofing what he leaves in Eurspe. "He perhaps
had a right to vote for a knight or burgefs; by
croffing the Atlantick he has not nullified his right;
but he has made its exertion no longer poffible *,
By his own choice he has left a country where he
had a vote and little property, for another, where
he has great property, but no vote. But as this
. preference was deliberate and unconftrained, he is
ftill concerned in the government of bimfelf; he has
reduced himfelf from a voter to one of the innume-
rable multitude that have no vote. He has truly
ceded bis right, but he ftill is governed by his own
confent; becaufe he has confented to throw his
atom of intereft into the general mafs of the com-
munity. Of the confequences of his own a& he has
no caufe to complain; he has chofen, or intended
to chufe, the greater good; he is reprefented, as
himfelf defired, in the general reprefentation.

® Of this reafoning, I owe part to a converfation with Sir
John Hawkins.

But
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‘But the/privileges of an“American fcorn the limits
of place; they are part of himfelf, and cannot be
loft by departure from his country ; they float in the
air, or glide under the ocean.

Doris amara fuam non intermifceat undam.

A planter, wherever he fettles, is not only a frec-
man, but a legiflator, ubi imperator, ibi Roma. As
the Englith Colonifis are not reprefented in the Britith
parliament, they are entitled to a free and exclufive
power of legiflation in their feveral legiflatures, in all
cafes of taxation and internal polity, fubjeit only to the
megative of the fovereign, in fuch manner as bas been
beretofore ufed and accufiomed. We cheerfully confent
2o the operation of fuch alls of the Britith parliament
as are bona fide reffrained to the regulation of our ex-
ternal commerce—cxcluding every idea of taxation, in-
ternal or external, for raifing a revenue on the fubjelis
of America without their confent.

Their reafan for this claim is, That the foundation
of Englith liderty, and of all government, is a right
in the people to participate in their legiflative council.

They inherit, they fay, from their anceftors, the
right which their anceflors poffeffed, of enjoying all the
privileges of Englifhmen. That they inherit the
right of their anceftors is allowed ; but they can in-.
herit no more.  Their anceftors left a country where
the reprefentatives of the people were eleGted by
men particularly qualified, and where thofe who
wanted qualifications, or who did not ufe them,.
were bound by the decifions of men, whom they.
had not deputed.

Vou. VI1II, N The
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The Colonifts @are cthel defcendants of men, who
either had no vote in clettions, or who voluntarily
refigned them for fomething, in their opinion, of
more eftimation; they have therefore exattly what
their anceftors left them, not a vote in making laws,
or in conftituting legiflators, but the happinefs
of being prote&ted by law, and the duty of obey-
ing it.

gWhat their anceftors did not carry with them,
neither they nor their defcendants have fince ac-
quired. They have not, by abandoning their part
in one legiflature, obtained the power of conftitut-
ing another, exclufive and independent, any more
than the multitudes, who are now debarred from
voting, have a right to ere& a feparate parliament
for themfelves.

Men are wrong for want of fenfe, but they are
wrong by halves for want of fpirit. Since the /we-
ricans have difcovered that they can make a parlia-
ment, whence comes it that they do not think them-
felves equally empowered to make a king? If they
are fubjects, whofe government is conftituted by a
charter, they can form no body of independent le-
giflature.  If their rights are inherent and unde-
rived, they may by their own fuffrages encircle with.
"a diadem the brows of Mr. Cufbing.

- Itis farther declared by the Congrefs of Pbiladel-
phia, That bis Majefty’s Colonies are entitled to all she
privileges and immunities granted and confirmed to them
&y royal charters, or fecured to tbem by their feveral
¢odes of provincial laws.

The firft claufe of this refolution is eafily under-
ftood, and will be readily admitted. To all the

privileges
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fubordinate  government. . (They who are fubje& to
laws, are liable to taxes. If any fuch immunity had
been granted, it is ftill revocable by the legiflature,
and ought to be revoked, as contrary to the pub-
lick good, which is in every charter ultimately in-
tended.

Suppofe it true, that any fuch exemption is con-
tained in the charter of Maryland, it can be pleaded
only by the Marylanders. 1t is of no ufe for any
other province ; and with regard even to them, muft
have been confidered as one of the grants in which
the king has been deceived, and annulled as mif-
chievous to the Publick, by facrificing to one little-
fettlement the general intereft of the empire ; as in-
fringing the fyitem of dominion, and violating the
compact of government. But Dr. Tucker has fhewn
that even this charter promifes no exemption from
parliamentary taxes.

In the controverfy agitated about the beginning
of this century, whether the Eng/i/b laws could bind
Ireland, Davenant, who defended againft Molyneux
the claims of Englard, conlidered it as neceffary to
prove nothing more, than that the prefent Zri/b muft
be deemed a Colony. '

The neceflary connexion of reprefentatives with
taxes, feems to have funk deep into many of thofe
minds, that admit founds without their meaning.

Our nation is reprefented in parliament by an
affembly as numerous as can well confift with order
and difpatch, chofen by perfons fo differently quali-
fied in different places, that the mode of choice
feems to be, for the moft part, formed by chance,
and fettled by cuftom. Of individuals far the

. greater
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greater part have no vote, and of the voters few
have any perfonal knowledge of him to whom they
~intruft their liberty and fortune.

Yet this reprefentation has the whole effet ex-

pected or defired ; that of fpreading fo wide the care
of general intereft, and the participation of publick
tounfels, that the advantage or corruption of par-
ticular men can feldom operate with much injury to
the Publick. .
- For this reafon many populous and opulent towns
neither enjoy nor defire particular reprefentatives ;
they are included in the general fcheme of publick
adminiftration, and cannot fuffer but with the reft of
the empire.

It is urged that the Americans have not the fame
fecurity, and that a Britifh legiflator may wanton
with their property; yet if it be true, that their
wealth is our wealth, and that their ruin will be our
ruin, the parliament has the fame intereft in attend-
ing to them, as to any other part of the nation.
The reafon why we place any confidence in our re-
prefentatives is, that they muft fhare in the good or
evil which their counfels fhall produce. Their
fhare is indeed commonly confequential and re-
mote ; but it is not often poffible that any imme-
diate advantage can be extended to fuch numbers as
may prevail againft it. We are therefore as fecure
againft intentional depravations of government as

. human wifdom can’ make us, and upon this fecurity
the Americans may venture to repofe.

It is faid by the Old Member who has written an
Appeal againft the tax, that as the produce of Ame-
rican labour is Jpent in Britith manufaiiures, the

\ N 3 balance
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balance of trade is greatly againft them ; whatever yon
take direflly in taxes, is in effeld taken from your own
commerce. If the minifter feszes the money with which
the American fbould pay bis debts and come to market,
sbe merchant cannot expell bim as a cuftomer, nor can
the debts already contralted be paid.— Suppofe we ob-
Jain from America a million inficad of one bundred
thoufand pounds, it would be fupplying ome perfonal
exigence by the future ruin of our commerce.

Part of this is true; but the Old Member feems
not to perceive, that if his brethren of the legifia-
ture know this as well as himfelf, the fmericans arq
in no danger of oppreflion, fince by men common-
ly provident they muft be fo taxed, as that we may
not lofe one way what we gain another.

The fame Old Member has difcavered, that the
judges formerly thought it illegal to tax Ireland,
and declares that no cafes can be more alike than
thofe of Ircland and America : yet the judges whom
he quotes have mentioned a difference. Jreland,
they fay, hath a parliament of its own. When any
Colony has an independent parliament acknow-
ledged by the parliament of Britain, the cafes will
differ lefs. Yet by the 6 Geo. 1. chap. . the alls of
the Britifb parliament bind Ireland.

It is urged that when Hales, Durbam, dnd
Chefter were divefted of their particular privileges
or ancient government, and reduced to the ftate of
Englifb counties, they had reprefentatives affigned
them.

To thofe from whom fomething had been taken,
fomething in return might properly be given. To
the Americans their charters are left as they were,

) nor
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their own'\éxpencey) at)theit own difcretion.  Let
not this be thought new or ftrange; it is the ftate of
every parifh in the kingdom.

The friends of the. Americans are of different
opinions. Some think that being unreprefented
they ought to tax themfelves, and others that they
ought to have reprefentatives in the Britib par-
liament.

If they are to tax themfelves, what power is to
remain in the fupreme legiflature ? That they muft
fettle their own mode of levying their money is
fuppofed. May the Britifb parliament tell them
how much they fhall contribute? If the fum may
be prefcribed, they will return few thanks for the
power of raifing it ; if they are at liberty to grant or
to deny, they are no longer fubjeéts.

If they are to be reprefented, what number of
thefe weftern orators are to be admitted? This I
fuppofe the parliament muft fettle; yet if men have
a natural and unalienable right to be reprefented,
who fhall determine the number of their delegates ?
Let us however fuppofe them to fend twenty-three,
half as many as the kingdom of Scotland, what will
this reprefentation avail them? To pay taxes
will be ftill a grievance. The love of money will
not be leffened, nor the power of getting it in-
creafed.

Whither will this neceffity' of reprefentation drive
us? Is every petty fettlement to be out of the reach
of government, till it has fent a fenator to parlia-
ment; or may two of them or a greater number be
forced to unite in a fingle deputation ? What at laft
is the difference between him that is taxed by com-

' pulfion
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pulfion ‘withoue' répreféntation, and him that is re.
prefeated by compulfion in order to be taxed ?

For many reigns the Houfe of Commons was in 2
ftate of fluttuation: new burgefles were added from
time to time, without any reafon now to be dif-
covered; but the number has been fixed for inore
than a century and a half, and the king’s power of
increafing it has been queftioned. It will hardly be
thought fit to new-model the conftitution in favour
‘of the planters, who, as they grow rich, may buy
eftates in England, and, without any innovation,
effeCtually reprefent their native colonies,

The friends of the mericans indeed afk for
them what they do not afk for themfelves. This
ineftimable right of reprefentation they have never
folicited. They mean not to exchange folid money
for fuch airy honour. They fay, and fay willingly,
that they cannot conveniently be reprefented; be-
caufe their inference is, that they cannot be taxed.
They are too remote to fhare the general govern-
ment, and therefore claim the privilege of govern-
ing themfelves.

" Of the principles contained in the refolutions of
the Congrefs, however wild, indefinite, and ob-
fcure, fuch has been the influence upon American
underftanding, that from New-England to South-
Carolima there is formed a general combination of
all the provinces againft their Mother-country.
The madnefs of independence has fpread from.
Colony to Colony, till order is loft and government
defpifed, and all is filled with mifrule, uproan
violence, and confufion. - To be quiet is difaffec-
tion, to be loyal is treafon,

The
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When' they 'apply to our compaffion, by telling
us, that they are to be carried from their own
country to be tried for certain offences, we are not
{fo ready to pity them, as to advife them not to of-
fend. While they are innocent they are fafe.

When they tell of laws made exprefsly for their
punithment, we anfwer, that tumults and fedition
were always punithable, and that the new law pre-
fcribes anly the mode of exeeution. :

When it is faid that the whole town of Bofon is
diftrefled for a mifdemeanour of a few, we wonder
at their thamefulnefs; for we know that the town
of Bofion, and all the affociated provinces, are now-
in rebellion to defend or juftify the eriminals.

If frauds in the unpofts of Bofton are tried by com-
miflion without a jury, they are tried here in the
fame mode; and why thould the Bofonians exped
from us more tendernefs for them than for our-
felves ?

If they are condemned unheard, it is becaufe
there is no need of a trial. The crime is manifeft
and notorious.  All trial is the inveftigation of
fomething doubtful. An Ialian philofopher ob-
ferves, that no man defires to hear what he has
already feen.

If their affemblies have been fuddenly diffolved,
what was the reafon? Their deliberations were in-
decent, and their intentions feditious. The power
of diffolution is granted and referved for fuch times
of turbulence, Their beft friends have been lately
foliciting the King to diffolve his Parliament, to do
what they fa loudly complain of fuffering,

That the fame vengeance involves the innocent
and guilty is an evil to be lamented, but human

caution
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caution cannot/preventoitymorchuman power always
redrefs it. To bring mifery on thofe. who have
not deferved i, is part of the aggregated guilt of
rebellion.

That governors have been fometimes given them
only that a great man might get eafe from impor-
tunity, and that they have had judges not always of
the deepeft learning, or the pureft integrity, we
have no great reafon to doubt, becaufe fuch mif-
fortunes happen to ourfelves. Whoever is go-
verned will fometimes be governed ill, even when
he is moft concerned in bis own government.

That improper officers or magiftrates are fent, is
the crime or folly of thofe that fent them. When
incapacity is difcovered, it ought to be removed;
if corruption is deteted, it ought to be punifhed.
No government could fubfift for a day, if fingle
errors could juftify defection.

One of their complaints is not fuch as can claim
much’ commiferation from the fofteft bofom. They
tell us, that we have changed our condu&, and that
a tax is now laid by Parliament on thofe who
were never taxed by Parliament before. To this
we think it may be eafily anfwered, that the longer
they have been fpared, the better they can pay.

It is certainly not much their intereft to reprefent
innovation as criminal or invidious; for they have
introduced into the hiftory of mankind a new mode
of difaffection, and have given, 1 believe, the firft
example of a profcription publithed by a Colony
againft the Mother-country. .

To what is urged of new powers granted to the
Courts of Admiralty, or the extenfion of authority

conferred
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Nor bave/youl\any reafon to'expecl, that after making
Raves of us, many of us will refufe to affift in reducing
Jou to the fame abjei? flate.

Thefe are dreadful menaces; but fufpe@ing that
they have not much the found of probability, the
Congrefs proceeds: Do not treat this as chimerical.
Know that in lefs than balf a century the quit- rents
referved to the crown from the numberlefs gramts of
tbis vaft continent will pour large fireams of wealth
into the royal coffers.  If to this be added the power of
3axing America at pleafure, the crown will poffe/s more
sreafure than may be neceffary to purchafe the remains
of liberty in your ifland.

All this is very dreadful; but amidft the terror
that thakes my frame, I cannot forbear to with that
fome fluice were opened for thefe ftreams of treafure.,
I thould gladly fee America return half of what Eng-
land has expended in her defence; and of the ftream
that will flow /o largely in le/s than balf a century, 1
hope a fmall rill at leaft may be found to quench
the thirft of the prefent generation, which feems to
think itfelf in more danger of wanting money than
of lofing liberty.

It is difficult to judge with what intention fuch
airy burfts of malevolence are vented; if fuch
writers hope to deceive, let us rather repel them
with fcorn, than refute them by difputation.

In this laft terrifick paragraph are two pofitions,
that, if our fears do not overpower our refletion,
may enable us to fupport life a little longer. We
are told by thefe croakers of calamity, not only.
that our prefent minifters defign to enflave us, but
that the fame malignity of purpofe is to defcend

7 through
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through ‘a1l \their! fucceflorsy 1and that the wealth to
be poured into England by the Pattolus of America
will, whenever it comes, be employed to purchafe
the remains of liberty. '

Of thofe who now condu& the national affairs
we may, without much arrogance, prefume to
know more than themfelves, and of .thofe who fhall
fucceed them, whether minifter or king, not to
know lefs.

The other pofition is, that the Crown, if this
laudable oppofition fhould not be fuccefsful, will
bave the power of taxing America at pleafure. Surely
they think rather too meanly of our apprehenfions,
when they fuppofe us not to know what they well
know themfelves, that they are taxed, like all other
Britifb fubjeéts, by Parliament; and that the Crown
has not by the new impofts, whether right or wrong,
obtained any additional power over their poffeffions.

It were a curious, but an idle fpeculation to in-
quire, what effe@ thefe dictators of fedition expe&
from the difperfion of their Letter among us. If
they believe their own complaints of hardfhip, and
really dread the danger which they deferibe, they
will naturally hope to communicate the fame per-
ceptions to their fellow-fubjets. But probably in
America, as in other places, the chiefs are incendia-
ries, that hope to rob in the tumults of a confla-
gration, and tofs brands among a rabble paffively
combuftible. Thofe who wrote the Addrefs, thaugh
they have fhewn no great extent or profundity of
mind, are yet probably wifer than to believe it:
but they have been taught by fome mafter of mif-
chief, how to put in motion the engine of political

eledricity ;
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parate itfelf from"thé ‘general fyftem of the Englih
conftitution, and judge of its own rights in its own
parliament. A Congrefs might then meet at Truro,
and addrefs the other counties in a ftyle not unlike
the language of the American patriots :

¢ Friends and Fellow-fubje&s,

¢« We the delegates of the feveral towns and
parithes of Cornwall, affembled to deliberate upon
our own ftate and that of our conftituents, having,
after ferious debate and calm confideration, fettled
the fcheme of our future condu&, hold it neceflary
to declare the refolutions which we think ourfelves
entitled to form by the unalienable rights of rea-
fonable Beings, and into which we have been com-
pelled by grievances and oppreffions, long endured
by us.in patient filence, not becaufe we did not
feel, or could not remove them, but becaufe we
were unwilling to give difturbance to a fettled go-
vernment, and hoped that others would in time find
like ourfelves their true intereft and their original
powers, and all co-operate to univerfal happinefs.
¢ But fince having long indulged the pleafing -
expectation, we find general difcontent not likely
to increafe, or not likely to end in general de-
feétion, we refolve to ereét alone the ftandard of
liberty.
¢ Know then, that you are no longer to confider
Cornwall as an Engli/b county, vifited by Englifh
judges, receiving law from an Englih Parliament,
or included in any general taxation of the kingdom ;
but as a ftate diftin€t and independent, governed
by its ‘own inftitutions, adminiftered by its own ma-
giftrates,
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foolifh for''madnefs. “If''we do not withhold out
- King and his Parliament from taxing tkem, they
will crofs the Atlantick and enflave us.

How they will come they have not told us ; per-
haps they will take wing, and light upon our coafts.
When the cranes thus begin to flutter, it is time for
pygmies to keep their eyes about them. The Great
Orator obferves, that they will be very fit, after
they have been taxed, to impofe chains upon wus.
If they are fo fit as their friend defcribes them, and
fo willing as they defcribe themfelves, let us in-
creafe our army, and double our militia.

- It has been of late a very general pratice to talk
of flavery among thofe who are fetting at defiance
every power that keeps the world in order. If the
learned Author of the Reflefions on Learning has
rightly obferved, that no man ever could give law
to language, it will be vain to prohibit the ufe of
the word favery: but I could wifh it more difcreetly
uttered ; it is driven at one time too hard into our
ears by the loud hurricane of Penxfylvanian elo-
quence, and at another glides too cold into our
hearts by the foft conveyance of a female patriot
bewailing the miferies of her friends and fellow-
¢itizens.

Such has been the progrefs of fedition, that thofe
who a few years ago difputed only our right of lay-
ing taxes, now queftion the validity of every a& of
legiflation. They confider themfelves as eman-
cipated from obedience, and as being no longer
the fubjets of the Britifh Crown. They leave us
no choice but of yielding or conquering, of re-
figning our dominion, or maintaining it by force.

From
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produls as they do not raife, and fuch manufaGtures
as they do not make, and cannot buy cheaper from
other nations, paying like others the appointed
cuftoms; that if an Engli/b fhip falutes a fort with
four guns, it fhall be anfwered at leaft with two;
and that if an Englifbman be inclined to hold a
plantation, he fhall only take an oath of allegiance
to the reigning powers, and be fuffered, while he
lives inoffenfively, to retain his own opinion of
Englifb rights, unmolefted in his confcience by an
oath of abjuration, '
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annually’'upon ‘it -in’ the 'fummer. It feems never
to have afforded to man or beaft a permanent ha-
bitation.

We found only the ruins of a fmall fort, not fo
injured by time but that it might be eafily reftored
to its former ftate. It feems never to have beem
intended as a place of ftrength, nor was built tcme
endure a fiege, but merely to afford cover to a fewss
foldiers, who perhaps had the charge of a battery_—ss
or were ftationed to give fignals of approachinge=s
danger. There is therefore no provifion of watcssss
within the walls, though the fpring is fo near, tha=—==%
it might have been eafily enclofed.  One of the==
flones had this infcription: < Maria Reg, 1564
It has probably been negleted from the time thy =8
the whole ifland had the fame king,

We left this little ifland with our thoughts em—
ployed a while on the different appearance that i®E
would have made, if it had been placed at the fame=
diftance from London, with the fame facility of ap=—
proach; with what emulation of price a few racky”
acres would have been purchafed, and with whae
expenfive induftry they would have been cultivatedh
and adorned.

When we landed, we found our chaife ready, andt
pafled through Kinghorn, Kirkaldy, and Cowpars
places not unlike the fmall or ftraggling market—
towns in thofe parts of Exngland where commerees
and manufatures have not yet produced opu-
lence. .
Though we were yet in the moft populous part.
of Scotland, and at fo fmall a diftance from the ca-
pital, we met few paffengers.

[q at B
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and furveyed the ruins’'of “dncient magnificence, of
which even the ruins cannot long be vifible, unlefs
fome care be taken to preferve them; and where is
the pleafure of preferving fuch mournful memorials?
They have been till very lately fo much negleed,
that every man carried away the ftonés who fancied
that he wanted them.

- The cathedral, of which the foundations may be
ftill traced, and a fmall part of the wall is ftanding,
appears to have been a fpacious and majeftick build-
ing, not unfuitable to the primacy of the kingdom.
Of the architetture, the poor remains can hardly
exhibit, even to an artift, a fufficient fpecimen. It
was demolithed, as is well known, in the tumult
and violence of Knox’s reformation.

Not far from the cathedral, on the margin of the
water, ftands a fragment of the caftle, in which the
archbithop anciently refided. It was never very
large, and was built with more attention to fecurity
than pleafure. Cardinal Beatoun is faid to have had
workmen employed in improving its fortifications,
at the time when he was murdered by the ruffians
of reformation, in the manner of which Knox has
given what he himfelf calls a merry narrative.

The change of religion in Scotland, eager and
vehement as it was, raifed an epidemical enthufiafm,
compounded of fullen fcrupuloufnefs and warlike
ferocity, which, in a people whom idlenefs refigned
to their own thoughts, and who, converfing only
with each other, fuffered no dilution of their zeal
from the gradual influx of new opinions, was long
tran{mitted in its full ftrength from the old to the
young, but.by trade and intercourfe with England,
. is
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and while its merchants or its nobles are raifing pa-
laces, fuffers its univerfities to moulder into duft.

Of the two colleges yet ftanding, one is by the
inftitution of its founder appropriated to divimity,
It is faid to be capable of containing fifty ftudents;
but more than one muft occupy 2 chamber. The
library, which is of late erettion, is not very fpa-
cious, but elegant and luminous.

The doftor, by whom it was fhewn, hoped to
irritate or fubdue my Euglib vanity, by telling e,
that we had no fuch repofitory of books in England.

St. Andrews feems to be a place eminently adapted
to ftudy and education, being fituated in 2 populeus,
yet a cheap country, and expofing the minds and
manners of young men neither to the levity and dif-
folutenefs of a capital city, nor to the grofs laxury
of a town of commerce, places naturally unpropi-
tious to learning; in one the defire of knowledge
eafily gives way to the love of pleafuree, and in
the other, is in danger of yiclding to the love of
money.

The ftudents however are reprefented as at this
time not exceeding a hundred. Perhaps it may be
fome obftruction to their increafe that there is ne
epifcopal chapel in the place. I faw no reafon for
imputing their paucity to the prefent profefiors;
nor can the expence of an academical education be
very reafonably objected. A ftudent of the higheft
clafs may keep his annual feffion, or as the Englih
call'it, his term, which lafts feven months, for about
fifteen pounds, and one of lower rank for lefs thaa
ten; in which, board, lodging, and inftru&tion are:
all included,

The
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muft fee//many thingsiithat give him pain. The
kindnefs of the profeflors did not contribute to
abate the uneafy remembrance of an univerfity de-
clining, a college alienated, and a church profaned
and haftening to the ground.

St. Andrews indeed has formerly fuffcrcd more
atrocious ravages and more extenfive deftruion,
but fecent evils affe& with greater force. We were
reconciled to the fight of archiepifcopal ruins. The
diftance of a calamity from the prefent time feems
to preclude the mind from conta&t or fympathy.
Events long paft are barely known; they are not
confidered. We read with as little emotion the
violence of Knox and his followers, as the irruptions
of Alaric and the Goths. Had the univerfity been
deftroyed two centuries ago, we fhould not have re.
gretted it; but to fee it pining in decay, and ftrug-

ling for life, fills the mind with mournful images
and ineffe¢tual withes.

ABERBROTHICK.

As we knew forrow and wifhes to be vain, it was
now our bufinefs to mind our way. The roads of
Scotland afford little diverfion to the traveller, who
feldom fees himfelf either encountered or overtaken,
and who has nothing to contemplate but grounds
that have no vifible boundaries, or are feparated by
walls of loofe ftone. From the bank of the Tweed
to St. Andrews 1 had never feen a fingle tree, which
I did not believe to have grown up far within the
prefent century.  Now and then about a gentle-
man’s houfe ftands a fmall plantation, which in Scozch
is called a policy, but of thefe there are few, and thofe

few



WESTERN ISLANDS, &c. 217

few all véry/'young. CThe‘variety of fun and fhade
is here utterly unknown. There is no tree for
either fhelter or timber. The oak and the thorn is
equally a ftranger, and the whole country is ex-
tended in uniferm nakednefs, except that in the
road between Kirkaldy and Cowpar, 1 pafled for a
few yards between two hedges. A tree might be a
fhow in Scotland as a horfe in Venice. At St. An-
drews Mr. Bofwell found only one, and recoms
mended it to my notice; I told him that it was
rough and low, or looked as if I thought fo. This,
laid he, is nothing to another a few miles off. 1
was ftill lefs delighted to hear that another tree was
not to be feen nearer. Nay, faid a gentleman that
ftood by, I know but of this and that tree in the
county.

The Lowlands of Stot/and had once undoubtedly
an equal portion of woods with other countries.
Forefts are every where gradually diminifhed, as
architeGture and cultivation prevail by the increafe
of people and the introduétion of arts. But I be«
lieve few regions have been denuded like this, where
many centuries muft have paffed in wafte without
the leaft thought of future fupply. Davies obferves
in his account of Ireland, that no Irifbman had ever
planted an orchard. For that negligence fome ex-
cufe might be drawn from an unfeutled ftate of life,
and the inftability of property ; but in Scot/and pof-
feion has long been fecure, and inheritance re-
gular, yet it may be doubted whether before the
Union any man between ZHdinburgh and England
had ever fet a tree,

of
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Of this' improvidence 'no other account can be
given than that it probably began in tithies of
tumult, and continued becaufe it had begum
Eftablifked cuftom is not edfily. broken, till fome
great event fhakes the whole fyftem of things, and
life feems to recommence upon new principles,
That before the Union the Scozs had little trade and
little money, is no valid apology; for plantation
is the leaft expenfive of all methods of improves
ment. To drop a feed into the ground can coft
nothing, and the trouble is not great of proteéing
the young plant, till it is out of danger; though
it muft be allowed to have fome difficulty in places
Kke thefe, where they have neither wood for pali-
fades, nor thorns for hedges.

Our way was over the Firth of Tay, where,
though the water was not wide, we paid four fhil
lings for ferrying the chaife. In Scotland the ne:
ceffaries of life are eafily procured, but fuperfluities
aod clegancies are of the fame price at leaft as in
England, and therefore may be confidered as much
dearer.

Woe ftopped a while at Dundee, where I remember
nothing remarkable, and mounting our chaife
apain, came about the clofe of the day to Aber-
broshick.

The monaftery of Aerbrothick is of great renown
in the hiftory of Scotland. Its ruins afford ample
teftimony of its ancient magnificence: its extent
might, I fuppofe, eafily be found by following the
walls among the grafs and weeds, and its height is
known by fome parts yet ftanding. The arch of

one



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



222 A JOURNEY TO THE

tained at''once 'with ‘the ' novelty of the place, and
the kindnefs of communication.

To write of the cities of our own ifland with the
folemnity of geographical defcription, as if we had
been caft upon a newly difcovered coaft, has the

ance of a very frivolous oftentation ; yet u
Scotland is little known to the greater part of thofe
who may read thefe obfervations, it is not fuper-
fluous to relate, that under the name of Aberdern
arc comprifed two towns, ftanding about a mile
diftant from each other, but governed, I think, by
the fame magiftrates.

Old Aberdeer is the ancient epifcopal city, in
which are fill to be feen the remains of the cathe-
dral. It has the appearance of a town in decay,
having been fituated, in times when commerce was
yet unftudied, with very little attention to the com-
modities of the harbour, '

New Aberdeen has all the buftle of profperous
trade, and all the fhow of increafing opulence. It
is buile by the water-fide. The houfes are large
and lofty, and the ftreets fpacious and clean. They
build almoft wholly with the granite ufed in the
new pavement of the ftreets of London, which is
well known not to want hardnefs, yet they
fhape it eafily. It is beautiful, and muft be very
latting.

What particular parts of commerce are chiefly
exercifed by the merchants of Aberdeen, 1 have not
enquired. The manufa®ure which forces itfelf
upon a ftranger’s eye is that of knit-ftockings, on
which the women of the lower clafs are vifibly em-
ployed.

' In
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Boethius)as 'préfidenit’ of the univerfity, enjoyed
a revenue of forty Scottifb marks, about two pounds
four fhillings and fix-pence of fterling money. In
the prefent age of trade and taxes, it is difficult
even for the imagination fo to raife the value of
money, or {o to diminith the demands of life, as to
fuppofe four and forty fhillings a.year an honour-
able ftipend; yet it was probably equal, not only
to the needs, but to the rank of Boetbius. The
wealth of England was undoubtedly to that of Scot-
land more than five to one, and it is known that
Henry the Eightb, among whofe faults avarice wa
never reckoned, granted to Roger Afcham, as a re-
ward of his learning, a penfion of ten pounds &
year,

The other, called the Marifchal College, is in the
new town, The hall is large and well lighted,
One of its ornaments is the piéture of Arsbur
Fobnfton, who was principal of the college, and who
holds among the Latin poets of Scotland the next
place to the elegant Buchanan.

In the library I was fhewn fome euriofities; a
Hebrew manufcript of exquifite penmanthip, and a
Latin tranflation of Ariffotle’s Politicks by Leonardus
Aretinus, written in the Roman charater with nicety
snd beauty, which, as the art of printing has made
them no longer neceffary, are not now to be found.
This was one of the lateft performances of the
tranfcribers, for Aretinus died but about twenty
years before typography was invented. This verfion
has been printed, and may be found in libraries,
but is little read ; for the fame books have been
fince tranflated both by Viftorius and Lambinys,

- who
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who livéd"in-'an'‘4ge“more’ cultivated, but perhaps
owed in part to Aretinus that they were able to
excel him. Much is due to thofe who firft broke
the way to knowledge, and left only to their fuc-
ceflors the tafk of fmoothing it.

In both thefe colleges the methods of inftruction
are nearly the fame; the leCtures differing only by
the accidental difference of diligence, or ability in
the profeffors. The ftudents wear fcarlets gowns,
and the profeflors black, which is, I believe, the
academical drefs in all the Scorti/b univerfities, ex-
cept that of Edinburgh, where the fcholars are not
diftinguifhed by any particular habit. In the King’s
College there is kept a publick table, but the fcho-
lars of the Marifchal College are boarded in the town.
The expence of living is here, according to the in-
formation that I could obtain, fomewhat more than
at St Andrews.

The courfe of education is extended to four years,
at the end of which thofe who take a degree, who
are not many, become mafters of arts, and whoever
is a mafter may, if he pleafes, immediately com-
mence do¢tor. The title of doftor, however, was
for a confiderable time beftowed only on phyficians.
The advocates are examined and approved by their
own body; the minifters were not ambitious of
titles, or were afraid of being cenfured for am-
bition; and the doorate in every faculty was com-
monly given or fold into other countries. The
minifters are now reconciled to diftintion, and as
it muft always happen that fome will excel others,
have thought graduation a proper teftimony of un-
common abilities or acquifitions.

Vou. VIII, , Q The
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The indifcriminate collation of degrees has juftly
taken away that refpe®t which they originally
claimed as ftamps, by which the literary value of
men fo diftinguifhed was authoritatively denoted.
That academical honours, or any others, fhould be
conferred with exat proportion to merit, is more
than human judgment or human integrity have
given reafon to expect. Perhaps degrees in uni-
verfities cannot be better adjufted by any general
rule than by the length of time paffed in the pub-
lick profeflion of learning. An Englib or Iri
do¢torate cannot be obtained by a very young man,
and it is reafonable to fuppofe, what is likewife by
experience commonly found true, that he who is
by age qualified to be a dotor, has in fo much time
gained learning fufficient not to difgrace the title, or
wit fufficient not to defire it.

The Scotch univerfities hold but one term or
feflion in the year. That of St. Andrews continues
eight months, that of Aberdeen only five, from the
firft of November to the firft of April.

In Aberdeen there is an Englifb chapel, in which
the congregation was numerous and fplendid.  The
form of publick worthip ufed by the church of Eng-
land is in Scotland legally practifed in licenfed cha-
pels ferved by clergymen of Englih or Irifb ordi-
nation, and by tacit connivance quietly permitted
in feparate congregations, fupplied with minifters
by the fucceflors of the bithops who were deprived
at the Revolution.

We came to Aberdeen on Saturday Auguff 21. On
Monday we were invited into the town-hall, where
I had the freedom of the city given me by the Lord

Provoft.
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cable. From the windows the eye wanders over
the fea that feparates Scotland from Norway, and
when the winds beat with violence, muft enjoy all
the terrifick grandeur of the tempeftuous ocean.
I would not for my amufement with for a ftorm;
but as ftorms, whether withed or not, will fometimes
happen, I may fay, without violation of humanity,
that I fhould willingly look out upon them from
Slanes Cafile.

When we were -about to take our leave, our de-
parture was prohibited by the countefs till we fhould
have feen two places upon the coaft, which fhe
rightly confidered as worthy of curiofity, Dun Buy,
and the Buller of Buchan, to which Mr. Boyd very
kindly conduéted us.

Dun Buy, which in Erfe is faid to fignify the
Yellow-Rock, is a double protuberance of ftone,
open to the main fea on one fide, and parted from
the land by a very narrow channel on the other,
It has its name and its colour from the dung of in-.
numerable fea-fowls, which in the fpring chufe this
place as convenient for incubation, and have their
eggs and their young taken in- great abundance.
One of the birds that frequent this rock has, as we
were told, its body not larger than a duck’s, and
yet lays eggs as large as thofe of a goofe. This
bird is by the inhabitants named a Coot. That
which is called Coot in England, is here a Cooter. -

Upon thefe rocks there was nothing that could
long detain attention, and we foon turned our eyes
to the Buller, or Bouilloir of Buchan, which no man
can fee with indifference, who has either fenfe of
danger, or delight in rarlty. It is a rock perpen-

dicularly
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that is permitted no longer than it pleafes. We
were foon at leifure to examine the place with mi-
nute infpetion, and found many cavities which, as
the watermen told us, went backward to a depth
which they had never explored. Their extent we
had not time to try; they are faid to ferve different
purpofes. Ladies come hither fometimes in the
fummer with collations, and fmugglers make them
ftorehoufes for clandeftine merchandife. It is hardly
to be doubted but the pirates of ancient: times often
ufed them as magazines of arms, or repofitories of
plunder.
<. To the little veflels ufed by the northern rowers,
\the Buller may have ferved as a fhelter from ftorms,
- *and perhaps as a retreat from enemies ; the entrance
might have been ftopped, or guarded with little
difficulty, and though the veffels that were ftationed
within would have been battered with ftones fhow-
ered on them from above, yet the crews would have
lain fafe in the caverns.

Next morning we continued our journey, pleafed
with our reception at S/anes Caftle, of which we had
now leifure to recount the grandeur and the ele-
gance ; for our way afforded us few topicks of con-
verfation. The ground was neither uncultivated
nor unfruitful ; but it was ftill all arable, Of flocks
or herds there was no appearance. I had now tra-
velled two hundred miles in Scot/and, and feen only
one tree not younger than myfelf.

BAMEFF,

We dined this day at the houfe of Mr. Frazer
of Streicbton, who fhewed us in his grounds fome
ftones
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ceflity of' ventilating human' habitations has not yet
been found by our northern neighbours; and even
in houfes well built and elegantly furnifhed, a
ftranger may be fometimes forgiven, if he allows
himfelf to wifh for frefher air.

Thefe diminutive obfervations feem to take away
fomething from the dignity of writing, and there-
fore are never communicated but with hefitation,
and a little fear of abafement and contempt. But
it muft be remembered, that life confifts not of a
feries of illuftrious attions, or elegant enjoyments ;
the greater part of our time paffes in compliance
with neceffities, in the performance of daily duties,
in the removal of fmall inconveniencies, in the pro-
curement of petty pleafures ; and we are well or ill
at eafe, as the main ftream of life glides on fmoothly,
or is ruffled by fmall obftacles and frequent inter-
ruption. The true ftate of every nation is the ftate
of common life. The manners of a people are not
to be found in the fchools of learning, or the pa-
laces of greatnefs, where the national charater is
obfcured or obliterated by travel or inftrution, by
philofophy or vanity ; nor is publick happinefs to
be eftimated by the affemblies of the gay, or the
banquets of the rich. The great mafs of nations is
neither rich nor gay: they whofe aggregate con-
ftitutes the people, are found in the ftreets and the
villages, in the fhops and farms; and from them
collectively confidered, muft the meafure of general
profperity be taken. As they approach to delicacy,
a nation is refined ; as their conveniencies are mul-
tiplied, a nation, at leaft a commercial nation, muft

be denominated wealthy. :
ELGIN,
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books of the council, an order, of which I cannot
remember the date, but which was doubtlefs iffued
after the reformation, dire&ing that the lead, which
covers the two cathedrals of Elgin and dberdeen,
fhall be taken away, and converted into money for
the fupport of the army. A Scotch army was in
thofe times very cheaply kept; yet the lead of two
churches muft have born fo fmall a proportion to
any military expence, that it is hard not to believe
the reafon alleged to be merely popular, and the
money intended for fome private purfe. The order
however was obeyed; the two churches were ftrip-
ped, and the lead was fhipped to be fold in Holland.
1 hope every reader will rejoice that this cargo of
facrilege was loft at fea.

Let us not however make too much hafte to de-
fpife our neighbours. Our own cathedrals are moul-
dering by unregarded dilapidation. It feems to be
part of the defpicable philofophy of the time to de-
fpife monuments of facred magnificence, and we
are in danger of doing that deliberately, which the
Scots did not do but in the unfettled ftate of an im-
perfect conftitution.

Thofe who had once uncovered the cathedrals
never withed to cover them again; and being thus
made ufelefs, they were firft neglected, and per-
haps, as the ftone was wanted, afterwards demo-
lithed.

Elgin feems a place of little trade, and thinly
inhabited. The epifcopal cities of Scot/and, 1 be-
" lieve, generally fell with their churches, though
fome of them have fince recovered by a fituation
convenient for commerce. Thus Gla/fgow, thoygh

. e
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it has no'longer/an’ archbifthop, has rifen beyond its
original ftate by the opulence of its traders; and
Aberdeen, though its ancient ftock had decayed,
flourifhes by a new fhoot in another place.

In the chief ftreet of Elgin, the houfes jut over
the loweft ftory, like the old buildings of timber in
London, but with greater prominence ; fo that there
is fometimes a walk for a confiderable length under
a cloifter, or portico, which is now indeed fre-
quently broken, becaufe the new houfes have ano-
ther form, but feems to have been uniformly con-
tinued in the old city.

FORES. CALDER. FORT GEORGE.

We went forwards the fame day to Fores, the
town to which Macketh was travelling, when he met
the weird fifters in his way. This to an Englifbman
is claflick ground. Owur imaginations were heated,
and our thoughts recalled to their old amufements.

We had now a prelude to the Highlands. We
began to leave fertility and culture behind us, and
faw for a great length of road nothing but heath;
yet at Fochabars, a feat belonging to the duke of
Gordon, there is an orchard, which in Scot/and 1 had
never feen before, with fome timber trees, and a
plantation of oaks.

At Fores we found good accommodation, but no-
thing worthy of particular remark, and next morn-
ing entered upon the road on which Macbeth heard
the fatal predi@ion; but we travelled on not inter-
rupted by promifes of kingdoms, and came to Nairn,
a royal burgh, which, if once it.flourifhed, is now

in
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Yet what the Romans did to other nations, was in
a great degree done by Cromwell to the Scots; he
civilized them by conqueft, and introduced by ufe-
* ful violence the arts of peace. I was told at Aber-
deen, that the people learned from Cromwell’s fol-
diers to make fhoes and to plant kail.

How they lived without kail, it is not eafy to
guefs ; they cultivate hardly any other plant for
common tables, and when they had not kail they
probably had nothing. The numbers that go bare-
foot are ftill fufficient to fhew that fhoes may be
fpared ; they are not yet confidered as neceffaries of
life; for tall boys, not otherwife meanly dreffed,
run without them in the ftreets; and in the iflands
the fons of gentlemen pafs feveral of their firft years
with naked feet.

I know not whether it be not peculiar to the Scuss
to have attained the liberal, without the manual
arts, to have excelled in ornamental knowledgd
and to have wanted not only the elegancies, but
the conveniencies of common life. Literature foon
after its revival found its way to Scotland, and from
the middle of the fixteenth century, almoft to the
middle of the feventeenth, the politer ftudies were
very diligently purfued. The Latin poetry of De-
licie Po¢tarum Scotorum would have done honour to
any nation; at leaft, till the publication of May'’s
Supplement, the Engli/b had very little to oppofe.

Yet men thus ingenious and inquifitive were con-
tent to live in total ignorance of the trades by which
human wants are f{upplied, and to fupply them by
the groffeft means. Till the Union made them ac-
quainted with Engl/i/b manners, the culture of their

7 lands
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lands was/‘Unfkilful) -‘and “ctheir domeftick life un-
formed; their tables were coarfe as the feafts of
Ejkimeaux, and their houfes filthy as the cottages of
Hottentots.

Since they have known that their condition was
capable of improvement, their progrefs in ufeful
knowledge has been rapid and uniform. What re-
mains to be done they will quickly do, and then
wonder, like me, why that which was fo'neceﬁ'ary
and fo eafy was fo long delayed. But they muft be
for ever content to owe to the Engli/b that elegance
and culture, which, if they had been vigilant and
altive, perhaps the Engli/b might have owed to
them. .

‘Here the appearance of life began to alter. I
had feen a few women with plaids at Aberdeen;
but at Invernefs the Highland manners are common.
There is I think a kirk, in which only the E7/e lan-
guage is ufed. There is likewife an Englifb chapel,
but meanly built, where on Sunday we faw a very’
decent congregation.

We were now to bid farewel to the luxury of
travelling, and to enter a country upon which per-
haps no wheel has ever rolled. We could indeed
have ufed our poft-chaife one day longer, along the
military road to Fort Auguffus, but we could have
hired no horfes beyond Irvernefs, and we were not
fo fparing of ourfelves, as to lead them, merely that
we might have one day longer the indulgence of a
carriage.

At Invernefs therefore we procured three horfes
for ourfelves and a fervant, and one more for our
baggage, which was no very heavy load. We found

in
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It fills a'large ‘hollow" between two ridges of high
rocks, being fupplied partly by the tarrents which
fall into it on either fide, and partly, as is fuppofed,
by fprings at the battom, Its water is remarkably
"clear and pleafant, and is imagined by the natives
to be medicinal. We were told, that it is in fome
places a hundred and forty fathom deep, a profun-
digy fcarcely credible, and which probably thofe that
relate it have never founded. Its fith are falmon,
trout, and pike.

It was faid at Fort Augufius, that Lough Nefs is
open in the hardeft winters, though a lake not far
from it is covered with ice. In difcufling thefe
exceptions from the courfe of nature, the firft
queftion is, whether the fatt be juftly ftated. That
which is ftrange is delightful, and a pleafing error
is not willingly detetted. Accuracy of narration is
not very common, and there are few fo rigidly phi-
lofophical, as not to reprefent as perpetual, what is
only frequent, or as conftant, what is really cafual,
If it be true that Lough Nefs never freezes, it is
either fheltered by its high banks from the cold
blafts, and expofed only to thofe winds which have
more power to agitate than congeal; or it is kept
in perpetual motion by the rufh of ftreams from the
rocks that inclofe it. Its profundity, though it
fhould be fuch as is reprefented, can have little part
in this exemption ; for though deep wells are not
frozen, becaufe their water is fecluded from the ex-
ternal air, yet where a wide furface is expofed to the
full influence of a freezing atmofphere, I know not
why the depth fhould keep it open. Natural phi-
lofophy is now on¢ of the favourite ftudies of the

Scottifp
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with violence, ' becaufe it has no cement; and where
the water will run eafily away, becaufe it has ne
floor but the naked ground. The wall, which is
commonly about fix feet high, declines from the
perpendicular a little inward. Such rafters as can
be procured are then raifed for a roof, and covered
with heath, which makes a ftrong and warm thatch,
kept from flying off by ropes of twifted heath, of
which the ends, reaching from the centre of the
thatch to the top of the wall, are held firm by the
weight of a large ftone. No light is admitted but
at the entrance, and through a hole in the thatch,
which gives vent to the fmoke. This hole is not
directly over the fire, left the rain fhould extinguith
it; and the fmoke therefore naturally fills the place
before it efcapes. Such is the general ftruture of
the houfes in which one of the nations of this opu-
lent and powerful ifland has been Mitherto content
to live. Huts however are not more uniform than
palaces; and this which we were infpe&ting was
very far from one of the meaneft, for it was divided
into feveral apartments; and its inhabitants pof-
fefled fuch property as a paftoral poet might exalt -
into riches.

When we entered, we found an old woman boil-
ing goat’s-fleth in a kettle. She fpoke little Eng-
lifb,-but we had interpreters at hand; and fhe was
willing enough to difplay her whole fyftem of ceco-
nomy. She has five children, of which none are
yet gone from her. The eldeft, a boy of thirteen,
and her hufband, who is eighty years old, were at
work in the wood. Her two next fons were gone
to Invernefs to buy meal, by which oatmeal is always

meant.
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have beén’'gratified’ with lefs trouble and danger.
We came at laft to a place where we could overlook
the river, and faw a channel torn, as it feems,
through black piles of ftone, by which the fiream
is obftructed and broken, till it comes to a very
fteep defcent, of fuch dreadful depth, that we were
naturally inclined to turn afide our eyes.

But we vifited the place at an unfeafonable time,
and found it divefted of its dignity and terror.
Nature never gives every thing at once. A long
continuance of dry weather, which made the reft of
the way eafy and delightful, deprived us of the plea-
fure expeted from the Fall of Fiers. The river
having now no water but what the fprings fupply,
fhowed us only a fwift current, clear and fhallow,
fretting over the afperities of the rocky bottom; and
we were left to exercife our thoughts, by endeavour-
ing to conceive the effe® of a thoufand ftreams
poured from the mountains into one channel, ftrug-
gling for expanfion in a narrow pafiage, exafperated
by rocks rifing in their way, and at laft difcharging
all their violence of waters by a fudden fall through
the horrid chafm.

The way now grew lefs eafy, defcending by an
uneven declivity, but without either dirt or danger.
We did not arrive at Fort Auguftus till it was late.
Mr. Bofwell, who, between his father’s merit and
his own, is fure of reception wherever he comes,
fent a fervant before to beg admiffion and enter-
tainment for that night. Mr. Trapsud, the go-
vernor, treated us with that courtefy which is fo
clofely connefted with the military charatter. He
came out to meet us beyond the gates, and apolo-

gized
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gized thatyvat/{foOlateOan Chour, the rules of a gar-
rifon fuffered him to give us entrance only at the
poftern.

FORT AUGUSTUS.

In the morning we viewed the fort, which is
much lefs than that of 7. George, and is faid to be
commanded by the neighbouring hills. It was not
* long ago taken by the Highlanders. But its fituation
feems well chofen for pleafure, if not for ftrength;
it ftands at the head of the lake, and, by a floop of
fixty tons, is fupplied from Inverne/s with great
convenience,

We were now to crofs the Hnglana’: towards the
weftern coaft, and to content ourfelves with fuch
accommodations, as a way fo little frequented could
afford. The journey was not formidable, for it was
but of two days, very unequally divided, becaufe
the only houfe where we could be entertained, was
not further off than a third of the way. We foon
came to a high hill, which we mounted by a mili-
tary road, cut in traverfes, fo that as we went upon
a higher ftage, we faw the baggage following us
below in a contrary dire&ion. To make this way,
the rock has been hewn to a level with labour that
might have broken the perfeverancc of a Roman
rcglon

The country is totally denuded of its wood, but
the ftumps both of oaks and firs, which are ftill
found, fhew that it has been once a foreft of large
timber. I do not remember that we faw any ani-
mals, but we were told that, in the mountains,
there are ftags, roebucks, goats, and rabbits.

R4 We
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We didnot! perceive 'that this tra&t was pofiefied
by human beings, except that once we faw a corn-
field, in which a lady was walking with fome gen-
tlemen. Their houfe was certainly at no great
diftance, but fo fituated that we could not defcry it.

Paffing on through the drearinefs of folitude, we
found a party of foldiers from the fort, working on
the road, under the fuperintendence of a ferjeant.
We told them how kindly we had been treated at
_ the garrifon, and as we were enjoying the benefit of
their labours, begged leave to fhew. our gratitude
by a fmall prefent.

ANOCH.

Early in the afternoon we came to Anoch, a vil-
lage in Glenmollifon of three huts, one of which is
diftinguithed by a chimney. Here we were to dine
and lodge, and were conduéted through the firft
room, that had the chimney, into another lighted
by a fmall glafs window. The landlord attended
us with great civility, and told us what he could
give us to eat and drink. I found fome books on
a fhelf, among which were a volume or more of
Prideaux’s Connettion.

This I mentioned as fomething unexpeéted, and
perceived that I did not pleafe him. I praifed the
propriety of his language, and was anfwered that |
need nat wonder, for he had learned it by grammar.

By fubfequent opportunities of obfervation I
found that my hoft’s diction had nothing peculiar.
Thofe Highlanders that can fpeak Engli/h, com-
monly fpeak it well, with few of the words, and

¢ of the tone by which a Scorchman is diftin-

T guithed,
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tea. We ' found that fhe ‘was the daughter of our
hoft, and defired her to make it. Her converfation,
like her appearance, was gentle and pleafing. We
knew that the girls of the Highlands are all gemle.
women, and treated her with great refpe, which fhie
received as cuftomary and due, and was neither elated
‘by it, nor confufed, but repaid my civilities withow
.embarrafilment, and told me how much I lonoored
her country by coming to furvey it.

She had been at Jrverme/s to gain the common
female qualifications, and had, like her father, the
Englifp pronunciation. I prefented her with a book,
which I happened to have about me, and fhould not
be pleafed to think that fhe forgets me.

In the evening the foldiers, whom we had pafied
on the road, came to fpend at our inn the little
money that we had given them. They had the true
military impatience of coin in their pockets, and had
marched at leaft fix miles to find the firft place where
liquor could be bought. Having never been before
in a place fo wild and unfrequented, I was glad of
their arrival, becaufe I knew that we had made them
friends, and to gain ftill more of their good-will, we
went to them, where they were caroufing in the barn,
and added fomething to our former gift. All that
we gave was not much, but it detained them in the
barn, either merry or quarrelling, the whole nighe,
and in the morning they went back to their work,
with great indignation at the bad qualities of
whifky.

We had gained fo much the favour of our hoft,
that, when we left his houfe in the morning, he
walkcd by us a great way, and entertained us with

converfation
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for to climb'is not' always 'neceflary : but becaufe
that which is not mountain is commonly bog,
through which the way muft be picked with caution.
Where there are hills, there is much rain, and the
torrents pouring down into the intermediate fpaces,
feldom find fo ready an outlet, as not to ftagnate,
till they have broken the texture of the ground.

Of the hills, which our journey offered to the
view on either fide, we did not take the height,
nor‘did we fee any that aftonifhed us with theit
loftinefs. ‘Towards the fummit of one, there was a
white fpot, which I fhould have called a naked
rock, but the guides, who had better eyes, and
were acquainted with the phznomena of the coun-
try, declared it to be fnow. It had already lafted
to the end of Auguft, and was likely to maintain its
conteft with the fun, till it fhould be reinforced by
winter.

The height of mountains philofophically con-
fidered is properly computed from the furface of
the next fea; but as it affects the eye or imagination
of the paffenger, as it makes either a fpetacle or
an obftruction, it muft be reckoned from the place
where the rife begins to make a confiderable angle
with the plain. In extenfive continents the land
may, by gradual elevation, attain great height,
without any other appearance than that of a plane
gently inclined, and if a hill placed upon fuch
raifed ground be defcribed, as having its-altitude
equal to the whole fpace above the fea, the repre-
fentation will be fallacious.

Thefe mountains may be properly enough mea-
fured from the inland bafe; for it is not much

above
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from her''care, 'and'difinherited of her favours, left in
its original elemental ftate, or quickened only with
one fullen power of ufelefs vegetation.

It will very readily occur, that this uniformity of
barrennefs can afford very little amufement to the
traveller ; that it is eafy to fit at home and conceive
rocks, and heath, and waterfalls ; and that thefe jour-
neys are ufelefs labours, which neither impregnate
the imagination, nor enlarge the underftanding. It
is true, that of far the greater part of things, we muft
content ourfelves with fuch knowledge as defcription
may exhibit, or analogy fupply; but it is true like-
wife, that thefe ideas are always incomplete, and that,
at leaft, till we have compared them with realities,
we do not know them to be juft. As we fee more,
we become poflefled of more certainties, and confe-
quently gain more principles of reafoning, and found
a wider bafis of analogy.

Regions mountainous and wild, thinly inhabited,
and little cultivated, make a great part of the earth,
and he that has never feen them, muft live unac-
quainted with much of the face of nature, and with
one of the great fcenes of human exiftence.

As the day advanced towards noon, we entered a
" narrow valley not very flowery, but fufficiently vers
dant. Our guides told us, that the horfes could not
travel all day without reft or meat, and entreated us
to ftop here, becaufe no grafs would be found in any
other place. The requeft was reafonable, and the
argument cogent. We therefore willingly difmounted,
and diverted ourfelves as the place gave us oppor-
tunity,

Ifat
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hillocks'to’'the ' ridges“of Taurus, or thefe {pots of
wildernefs to the deferts of America 2

It was not long before we were invited to mount,
and continued our journey along the fide of a lough,
kept full by many ftreams, which with more or lefs
rapidity and noife crofled the road from the hills on
the other hand. Thefe currents, in their diminifhed
ftate, after feveral dry months, afford, to one who
has always lived in level countries, an unufual and
delightful fpe&acle ; but in the rainy feafon, fuch as
every winter may be expected to bring, muft precipi-
tate an impetuous and tremendous flood. I fuppofe
the way by which we went, is at this time impaf-
fable.

GLENSHEALS.

The lough at laft ended in a river broad and
fhallow like the reft, but that it may be paffed when
it is deeper, there is a-bridge over it. Beyond it is
avalley called Glenfbeals, inhabited by the clan of
Macrae.  Here we found a village called Aut-
nafbeals, confifting of many huts, perhaps twenty,
built all of dry-fone, that is, ftones piled up without
mortar.

We had, by the dire&tion of the officers at Fort
Auguftus, taken bread for ourfelves, and tobacco
for thofe Highlanders who might fhew us any kind-
nefs. We were now at a place where we could ob-
tain milk, but muft have wanted bread if we had
not brought it. The people of this valley did not
appear to know any Engli/b, and our guides now
became doubly neceffary as interpreters. A woman,

whofe



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



260 A JOURNEY TO THE

are commonly favage, but they are rather produced
by their fituation than derived from their anceftors.

Such feems to be the difpofition of man, that
whatever makes a diftin@ion produces rivalry.
England, before other caufes of enmity were found,
was difturbed for fome centuries by the contefts of
the northern and fouthern counties ; fo that at Ox-
Jord, the peace of ftudy could for a long time be
preferved only by chufing annually one of the
proftors from each fide of the Trent. A tra& in-
terfeted by many ridges of mountains, naturally
divides its inhabitants into petty nations, which are
made by a thoufand caufes enemies to each other.
Each will exalt its own chiefs, each will boaft the
valour of its men, or the beauty of its women, and
every claim of fuperiority irritates competition ; in-
juries will fometimes be done, and be more inju-
rioufly defended; retaliation will fometimes be
attempted, and the debt exafted with too much
intereft.

In the Highlands it was a law, that if a robber
was fheltered from juftice, any man of the fame clan
might be taken in his place. This was a kind of
irregular juftice, which, though neceflary in favage
times, could hardly fail to end in a feud, and a
feud once kindled among an idle people, with no
variety of purfuits to divert their thoughts, burnt
on for ages, either fullenly glowing in fecret mif-
chief, or openly blazing into publick violence. Of
the effeéts of this violent judicature, there are not
wanting memorials. The cave is now to be feen to
which one of the Campbells, who had injured the
Macdonalds, rxetired with a body of his own clan.

The
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The Macdonalds required the offender, and being
refufed, made a fire at the mouth of the cave, by
which he and his agdherents were fuffocated to-
gether.

- Mountaineers are warlike, becaufe by their feuds
and competitions they confider themfelves as fur-
rounded with enemies, and are always prepared to
repel incurfions, or to make them. Like the Greeks
in their unpolithed ftate, defcribed by Thucydides, the
. Higblanders, till lately, went always armed, and car-
ried their weapons to vifits, and to church.

Mountaineers are thievith, becaufe they are poor,
and having neither manufatures nor commerce, can
grow richer only by robbery. They regularly plun-
der their neighbours, for their neighbours are com-
monly their enemies; and having loft that reve-
rence for property, by which the order of civil life
is preferved, foon confider all as enemies, whom
they do not reckon as friends, and think themfelves
licenfed to invade whatever they are not obliged to
protect.

By a ftri® adminiftration of the laws, fince the
laws have been introduced into the Highlands, this
difpofition to thievery is very much reprefled. Thirty
years ago no herd had ever been conduéted through
the mountains, without paying tribute in the night
to fome of the clans; but cattle are now driven, and
paffengers travel, without danger, fear, or mo-
leftation.

Among a warlike people, the quality of higheft
efteem is perfonal courage, and with the oftentatious
difplay of courage are clofely connected promptitude
of offence, and quicknefs of refentment. The

S 3 Highlanders,
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Higblanders, before they were difarmed, were fo
addi@ed to quarrels, that the boys ufed to follow
any publick proceflion or ceremony, however feftive
or however folemn, in expetation of the battle,
which was fure to happen before the company dif-
perfed.

Mountainous regions are fometimes fo remote from
the feat of government, and fo difficult of accefs,
that they are very little under the influence of the
fovereign, or within the reach of national juftice,
Law is nothing without power; and the fentence of
a diftant court could not be eafily executed, nor per-
haps very fafely promulgated, among men ignorantly
proud and habitually violent, unconne&ed with the
general fyftem, and accuftomed to reverence only
their own lords. It has therefore been neceflary to
ere& many particular jurifdittions, and commit the
punifhment of crimes, and the decifion of right, to
the proprietors of the country who could enforce their
own decrees. It immediately appears that fuch
judges will be often ignorant, and often partial;
but in the immaturity of political eftablithments
no better expedient could be found. As govern-
ment advances towards perfection, provincial judi-
cature is perhaps in every empire gradually abe-
lithed.

Thofe who had thus the difpenfation of law, were
by confequence themfelves lawlefs. Their vaffals had
no fhelter from outrages and oppreflions; but were
condemned to endure, without refiftance, the ca-
prices of wantonnefs, and the rage of cruelty.

In the Higllands, fonw great lords had an here-
ditary jurifdiction over countics; and fome chief>

tawns
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other in''the right, or'in'the wrong, except againft
the king.

The inhabitants of mountains form diftinct races;
and are careful to preferve their genealogies. Men
in a fmall diftrit neceflarily mingle blood by inter-
marriages, and combine at laft into one family, with
a common intereft in the honour and difgrace of every
individual. Then begins that union of affe&ions,
and co-operation of endeavours, that conftitute a
clan. They who confider themfelves as ennobled by
their family, will think highly of their progenitors,
and they who through fucceffive generations live al-
ways together in the fame place, will preferve local
ftories and hereditary prejudices. Thus every High-
lander cantalk of his anceftors, and recount the out-
rages which they fuffered from the wicked inhabitants
of the next valley.

Such are the effefts of habitation among moun-
tains, and fuch were the qualities of the Highlanders,
while their rocks fecluded them from the reft of
mankind, and kept them an unaltered and difcri-
minated race. They are now lofing their dif-
tinétion, and haftening to mingle with the general
community,

GLENELG.

We left Auknafbeals and the Macraes in the after-
noon, and in the evening came to Ratiken, a high
hill on which a road is cut, but fo fteep and nar-
row that it is very difficult. There is now a de-
fign of making another way round the bottom.
Upon one of the precipices, my horfe, weary with
the fteepnefs of the rife, ftaggered a little, and I

called
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the bark ‘of 'birch) ‘or roots ‘of tormentil, a fubftance
recommended in defe& of bark, about forty years
ago, to the Iri/b tanners, by one to whom the par-
liament of that kingdom voted a reward. The
leather of Sky is not completely penetrated by vege-
table matter, and therefore cannot be very durable.

My enquiries about brogues, gave me an early
fpecimen of Highland information. One day I was
told, that to make brogues was a domeftick art,
which every man prattifed for himfelf, and thata
pair of brogues was the work of an hour. I fup-
pofed that the hufband made brogues as the wife
made an apron, till next day it was told me, thata
brogue-maker was a trade, and that a pair would
coft half a crown. It will eafily occur that thefe
reprefentations may both be true, and that, in fome
places, men may buy them, and in others make
them for themfelves; but I had both the accounts
in the fame houfe within two days.

Many of my fubfequent enquiries upon more in-
terefting topicks ended in the like uncertainty. He
that travels in the Highlands may eafily faturate his
foul with intelligence, if he will acquiefce in the
firft account. The Highblander gives to every
queftion an anfwer fo prompt and peremptory, that
fkepticifm itfelf is dared into filence, and the mind
finks before the bold reporter in unrefifting cre-
dulity; but if a fecond queftion be ventured, it
breaks the enchantment; for it is immediately dif-
covered, that what was told fo confidently was told
at hazard, and that fuch fearlefinefs of affertion was
either the fport of negligence, or the refuge of ig-
norance.

If
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the other inhabitants of Brizain; and, if drefs be
fuppofed to have much influence, facilitates their
coalition with their fellow-fubjeés.

What we have long ufed we naturally like; and
therefore the Highlanders were unwilling to lay afide
their plaid, which yet to an unprejudiced fpetator
muft appear an incommodious and cumberfome
drefs; for hanging loofe upon the body, it muft
flutter in a quick motion, or require one of the
hands to keep it clofe. The Romans always lad
afide the gown when they had any thing to do. It
was a drefs fo unfuitable to war, that the fame word
which fignified a gown fignified peace. The chief
ufe of a plaid feems to be this, that they could com-
modioufly wrap themfelves in it, when they were
obliged to fleep without a better cover.

In our paffage from Scotland to Sky, we were wet
for the firft time with a fhower. This was the be-
ginning of the Highland winter, after which we wert
told that a fucceflion of three dry days was not to
be expetted for many months. The winter of tht
Hebrides confifts of little more than rain and wind.
As they are furrounded by an ocean never frozen,
the blafts that come to them over the water are too
much foftened to have the power of congelation.
The falt loughs, or inlets of the fea, which fhoot
very far into the ifland, never have any ice upon
them, and the pools of freth water will never bear
the walker. The fnow that fometimes falls, is foo
diffolved by the air, or the rain. '

This is not the defcription of a cruel climate, yet
the dark months are here a time of great diftrefs;
becaufe the fummer can do little more than feed it-

felf,
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we had chofen retirement, we might have had
books.

I never was in any houfe of the iflands, where I
did not find books in more languages than one, if
I ftaid long enough to want them, except one from
which the family was removed. Literature is not
negleted by the higher rank of the Hebridians.

It need not, I fuppofe, be mentioned, that in
- .countries ' fo little frequented as the iflands, there
are no houfes where travellers are entertained for
money. He that wanders about thefe wilds, either
procures recommendations to thofe whofe habita-
“tions lie near his way, or, when night and wearinefs
come upon him, takes the chance of general hofpi-
tality. If he finds only a cottage, he can expect
little more than fhelter ; for the cottagers have little
more for themfelves: but if his good fortune brings
him to the refidence of a gentleman, he will be
glad of a ftorm to prolong his ftay. There is, how-
ever, one inn by the fea fide at Scomfor, in Sky,
where the poft office is kept.

At the tables where a ftranger is received, neither
plenty nor delicacy is wanting. A tra& of land fo
thinly inhabited, muft have much wild-fowl; and
I fcarcely remember to have feen a dinner without
them. The moorgame is every where to be had.
That the fea abounds with fith, needs not be told,
for it fupplies a great part of Europe. The ifle of
Sky has ftags and roebucks, but no hares. They
fell very numerous droves of oxen yearly to Eng-
dand, and therefore cannot be fuppofed to want beef

at home. Sheep and goats are in great numbers,
and they have the common domeftick fowls.
- Vor. VIII. T ‘ But
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But as here is nothing to be bought, every family
muft kill its own meat, and roaft part of it fomewhat
fooner than Apicius would prefcribe. Every kind of
fleth is undoubtedly excelled by the variety and emu-
lation of Englifb markets; but that which is not beft
may be yet very far from bad, and he that fhall
complain of his fare in the Hebrides, has improved
his delicacy more than his manhood.

Their fowls are not like thofe plumped for fale
by the poulterers of London, but they are as good
as other places commonly afford, except that the
geefe, by feeding in the fea, have univerfally a fithy
ranknefs.

Thefe geefe feem to be of a middle race, between
the wild and domeftick kinds. They are fo tame
as to own 2 home, and fo wild as fometimes to fly
quite away.

Their native bredd is made of oats, or barley.
Of oatmeal they fpread very thin cakes, coarfe and
hard, to which unaccuftomed palates are not eafily
reconciled. The barley cakes are thicker and
fofter ; I began to eat them without unwillingnefs;
the blacknefs of their colour raifes fome diflike,
but the tafte is not difagreeable. In moft houfes
there is wheat flour, with which we were fure to
be treated, if we ftaid long enough to have it
kneaded and baked. As neither yeaft nor leaven
are ufed among them, their bread of every kind is
unfermented. They make only cakes, and never
mould a loaf.

A man of the Hebrides, for of the women’s diet 1
can give no account, as foon as he appears in the
morning, fwallows a glafs of whifky; yet they are

not
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for there'is'no officer’to ‘demand them; whatever
therefore is made dear only by impoft, is obtained
here at an eafy rate.

A dinner in the Weftern Iflands differs very: llttlc
from a dinner in England, except that in the place
of tarts, there are always fet different preparations
of milk. This part of their diet will admit fome
improvement. Though they have milk, and eggs,
and fugar, few of them know how to compound
them in a cuftard. Their gardens afford them no
great variety, but they have always fome vcgetablcs
on the table. Potatoes at leaft are never wanting,
which, though they have not known them long, are
now one of the principal parts of their food. They
are not of the mealy, but the vifcous kind.

Their more elaborate cookery, or made difhes,
an Englifbman, at the firft tafte, is not likely to ap-
prove, but the culinary compofitions of every coun-
try are often fuch as become grateful to other nations
only by degrees ; though I have read a French au-
thor, who, in the elation of his heart, fays, that
French cookery pleafes all foreigners, but foreign
cookery never fatisfies a Frenchman.

Their fuppers are, like their dinners, various,
and plentiful. The table is always covered with
elegant linen. Their plates for common ufe are
often of that kind of manufatture which is called
cream coloured, or queen’s ware. They ufe filver
on all occafions where it is common in England, nor
did I ever find the fpoon of horn but in one houfe.

The knives are not often either very bright, or
very fharp. They are indeed inftruments of which
the Highlanders have not been long acquainted with

the
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lands muft be taken by him whofe curiofity pants
for favage virtues and barbarous grandeur.

RAASAY.

At the firft intermiffion of the ftormy weather we
were informed, that the boat, which was to convey
us to Raafay, attended us on the coaft. We had
from this time our intelligence facilitated, and our
converfation enlarged, by the company of Mr.
Macqueen, minifter of a parith in Sky, whofe know-
ledge and politenefs give him a utle equally to
kindnefs and refpec, and who, from this time, never
forfook us till we were preparing to leave Sky, and
the adjacent places.

The boat was under the diretion of Mr. Mal-
colm Macleod, a gentleman of Raafay. The water
was calm, and the rowers were vigorous; fo that
our paffage was quick and pleafant. When we
came near the ifland, we faw the laird’s houfe, 2
neat modern fabrick, and found Mr. Macleod, the
proprietor of the ifland, with many gentlemen, ex-
peting us on the beach. We had, as at all other
places, fome difficulty in landing. The crags were
irregularly broken, and a falfe ftep would have been
very mifchievous.

It feemed that the rocks might, with no great la-
bour, have been hewn almoft into a regular flight
of fteps; and as there are no other landing places,
I confidered this rugged afcent as the confequence
of a form of life inured to hardfhips, and therefore
not ftudious of nice accommodations. But 1 know
not whether, for many ages, it was not confidered
as a part of military policy, to keep dhe country

not
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Mr. Macleod isOthe) proprietor of the iflands of
Raafay, Rona, and Fladda, and poflefles an extenfive
diftrit in Sky. The eftate has not, during four
hundred years, gained or loft a fingle acre.

One of the old Higbland alliances has continued
for two hundred years, and is ftill fubfifting between
Macleod of Raafay, and Macdonald of Sky, in con-
fequence of which, the furvivor always inherits the
arms of the deceafed; a natural memorial of mili-
tary friendthip. At the death of the late Sir Fames
Macdonald, his fword was delivered to the prefent
laird of Raafay.

The family of Raq/a_y confifts of the laird, the lady,
three fons, and ten daughters. For the fons there is
a tutor in the houfe, and the lady is faid to be very
fkilful and diligent in the education of her girls.
More gentlenefs of manners, or a more pleafing ap-
pearance of domeftick fociety, is not found in the
moft polehed countries.

Ruaafay is the only inhabited ifland in Mr. Mac-
leod’s pofleflion. Rona and Fladda afford only pal-
ture for cattle, of which one hundred and fixty win-
ter in Rona, under the fuperintendence of a folitary
herdfman.

The length of Raafay is, by computation, fif-
teen miles, and the breadth two. Thefe countries
have never been meafured, and the computation by
miles is negligent and arbitrary. We obferved in
travelling, that the nominal and real diftance of
places had very little relation to each other. Raa-
Jay probably contains near a hundred fquare miles.
It affords not much ground, notwithftanding its ex-
tent, cither for tillage or palture; for it is rough,

rocky,
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fuppofed/to'have been‘of'this kind. There is now
an oar-fong ufed by the Hebridians.

The ground of Raafay feems fitter for cattle than
for corn, and of black cattle I fuppofe the number
is very great. ‘The laird himfelf keeps a herd of four
hundred, one hundred of which are annually fold.
Of an extenfive domain, which he holds in his own
hands, he confiders the fale of cattle as repaying him
the rent, and fupports the plenty of a very liberal
table with the remaining product.

Raafay is fuppofed to have been very long inha-
bited. On one fide of it they fhow caves, into which
the rude nations of the firft ages retreated from the
weather. Thefe dreary vaults might have had other
ufes. There is ftill a cavity near the houfe called
the oar-cave, in which the feamen, after one of thofe
piratical expeditions, which in rougher times was
very frequent, ufed, as tradition tells, to hide. their
oars. This hollow was near the fea, that nothing
fo neceffary might be far to be fetched ; and it was
fecret, that enemies, if they landed, could find
nothing. Yet it is not very evident of what ufe
it was to hide their oars from thofe, who, if they
were mafters of the coaft, could take away their
boats.

A proof much ftronger of the diftance at which
the firft pofleffors of this ifland lived from the pre-
fent time, is afforded by the ftone heads of arrows
which are very frequently picked up. The people
call them elf-bolts, and believe that the fairies
fhoot them at the cattle. They nearly refemble
thofe which Mr. Banks has lately brought from the
favage countries in the Pacifick Ocean, and muft

have
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are believed' to''have (been 'not funeral monuments,
but the ancient boundaries of the fan&uary or con-
fecrated ground.

Martin was a man not illiterate : he was an in.
habitant of Sky, and therefore was within reach of
intelligence, and with no great difficulty might have
vifited the places which he undertakes to defcribe;
yet with all his opportunities, he has often fuffered
himfelf to be deceived. He lived in the laft cen-
tury, when the chiefs of the clans had loft little of
their original influence. The mountains were yet
unpenetrated, no inlet was opened to foreign no-
velties, and the feudal inftitutions operated upon
life with their full force. He might therefore have
difplayed a feries of fubordination and a form of
government, which, in more luminous and im-
proved regions, have been long forgotten, and have
delighted his readers with many uncouth cuftoms
that are now difufed, and wild opinions that pre-
vail no longer. But he probably had not know-
ledge of the world fufficient to qualify him for
judging what would deferve or gain the attention
of mankind. The mode of life which was familiar
to himfelf, he did not fuppofe unknown to others,
nor imagined that he could give pleafure by telling
that of which it was, in his little country, impoffible
to be ignorant.

What he has negleéted cannot now be performed.
In nations, where there is hardly the ufe of letters,
what is once out of fight is loft for ever. They
think but little, and of their few thoughts, none
are wafted on the paft, in which they are neither in-

terefted by fear nor hope. Their only regifters are
7 ftated
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no longer'neceffdry, would' have fome force, if the
houfes of worfhip ftill remaining were fufficient for the
people.  But fince they have now no churches at all,
thefe venerable fragments do not prove the people of
former times to have been more numerous, but to
have been more devout. If the inhabitants were
doubled with their prefent principles, it appears not
that any provifion for publick worfhip would be made.
Where the religion of a country enforces confecrated
buildings, the number of thofe buildings may be fup-
pofed to afford fome indication, however uncertain,
of the populoufnefs of the place; but where by a
change of manners a nation is contented to live with-
out them, their decay implies no diminution of in-
habitants.

Some of thefe dilapidations are faid to be found in
iflands now uninhabited ; but I doubt whether we can
thence infer that they were ever peopled. The reli-
gion of the middle age is well known to have placed
too much hope in lonely aufteritics. Voluntary foli-
tude was the great art of propitiation, by which crimes
were effaced, and confcience was appeafed; it is
therefore not unlikely, that oratories were often built
in places where retirement was fure to have no dif-
turbance. '

Raafay has little that can detain a traveller, ex-
cept the laird and his family ; but their power wants
no auxiliaries. Such a feat of hofpitality, amidft
the winds and waters, fills the imagination with a
delightful contrariety of images. Without is the
rough ocean and the rocky land, the beating bil-.
lows and the howling ftorm : within is plenty and
elegance, beauty and gaiety, the fong and the

' dance.
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In the 'morning we fent ous horfes round a pro-
montory to meet us, and {pared ourfelves part of the
day’s fatigue, by croffing an arm of the fea. We
had at laft fome difficulty in coming to Dunvegan;
for our way led over an extenfive moor, where every
ftep was to be taken with caution, and we were often
obliged to alight, becaufe the ground could not be
trufted. In travelling this watery flat, I perceived
that it had a vifible declivity, and might without
much expence or difficulty be drained. But difficulty
and expence are relative terms, which have different
meanings in different places.

To Dunvegan we came, very willing to be at reft,
and found our fatigue amply recompenfed by our
reception. Lady Macleod, who had lived many years
in England, was newly come hither with her fon and
four daughters, who knew all the arts of fouthern
clegance, and all the modes of Englifb ceconomy.
Here therefore we fettled, and did not fpoil the pre-
fent hour with thoughts of departure.

Dunvegan is a rocky prominence, that juts out
into a bay, on the weft fide of Sky. The houfe,
which is the principal feat of Macleod, is partly old
and partly modern; it is built upon the rock, and
looks upon the water. It forms two fides of a fmall
fquare : on the third fide is the fkeleton of a caftle
of unknown antiquity, fuppofed to have been a
Norwegian fortrefs, when the Danes were mafters of
the iflands. It is fo nearly entire, that it might
have eafily been made habitable, were there not an
eminous tradition in the family, that the owner
fhall not long outlive the reparation. The grand-

father
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father of'the'prefent-ldird; in defiance of prediction,
began the work, but defifted ina little time, and ap-
-plied his money to worfe ufes.

As the inhabitants of the Hebrides lived, for many
ages, in continual expeation of hoftilities, the
chief of every clan refided in a fortres. This
houfe was acceffible only from the water, till the
laft poffeffor opened an entrance by ftairs upon the
land.

They had formerly reafon to be afraid, not only of
declared wars and authorized invaders, or of roving
pirates, which, in the northern feas, muft have been
very common ; but of inroads and infults from rival
clans, who, in the plenitude of feudal independence,
afked no leave of their fovereign to make war on one
another. Sky has been ravaged by a feud between
the two mighty powers of Macdonald and Macleod.
Macdonald having married a Macleod, upon fome
difcontent difmiffed her, perhaps becaufe fhe had
brought him no children., Before the reign of Fames
the Fifth, a Highland laird made a trial of his wife
for a certain time, and if fhe did not pleafe him, he
was then at liberty to fend her away. This however
muft always have offended, and Macleod refenting
the injury, whatever were its circumftances, declared,
that the wedding had been folemnized without a
bonfire, but that the feparation fhould be better il-
luminated ; and raifing a litcle army, fet fire to the
territories of Macdonald, who returned the vifit, and
prevailed. ‘

Another ftory may fhow the diforderly ftate of
infular neighbourhood. The inhabitants of the
ifle of Egg, mecting a boat manned by Macleods,

U2 tied
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tied the 'éréw hand’and 'foot, and fet them a-drift.
Macleod landed upon Egg, and demanded the of-
fenders; but the inhabitants refufing to furrender
them, retreated to a cavern, into which they thought
their enemies unlikely to follow them. Macleod choked
them with fmoke, and left them lymg dead by fami-
lies as they ftood.

Here the violence of the weather confined us for -
fome time, not at all to our difcontent or incon-
venience. We would indeed very willingly have
vifited the iflands, which might be feen from the
houfe fcattered in the fea, and I was particularly
defirous to have viewed Jfzy; but the ftorms did
not permit us to launch a boat, and we were con-
demned to liften in idlenefs to the wind, except
when we were better engaged by liftening to the
ladies.

We had here more wind than waves, and fuffered
the feverity of a tempeft, without enjoying its mag-
nificence. The fea being broken by the multitude
of iflands, does not roar with fo much noife, nor beat
the ftorm with fuch foamy violence, as I have re-
marked on the coaft of Suffex. Though, whilel was
in the Hebrides, the wind was extremely turbulent, I
never faw very high billows. '

The country about Dunvegan is rough and bar-
ren. ‘There are no trees, except in the orchard,
which is a low fheltered fpot furrounded with a
wall.

- When this houfe was intended to fuftain a ﬁcge,
a well was made in the court, by boring the rock
downwards, till water was found, which, though fo
near to the fea, I have not heard mentioned as

brackith,
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which he thinks too coarfe for his ifland, he would
like ftill lefs for himfelf, and he is therefore addrefled
by the title of, Ifle of Muck.

This little ifland, however it be named, is of
confiderable value. It is two Engli/p miles long,
and three quarters of a mile broad, and confe-
quently contains only nine hundred and fixty Engli/h
acres. It is chiefly arable. Half of this little do-
minion the laird retains in his own hand, and on the
other half, live one hundred and fixty perfons, who
pay their rent by exported corn. What rent they
pay, we were not told, and could not decently en-
quire. The proportion of the people to the land is
fuch, as the moft fertile countries do not commonly
maintain.

The laird having_all his ‘people under his imme-
diate view, feems to be very attentive to their hap-
pinefs. The devaftation of the fmall-pox, when it
vifits places where it comes feldom, is well known,
He has difarmed it of its terror at Muack, by inocu-
lating eighty of his people. The expence was two
thillings and fixpence a head. Many trades they can-
not have among them, but upon occafion, he fetches
a fmith from the ifle of Egg, and has a taylor from
the main land, fix times a year. This ifland well
deferved to be feen, but the laird’s abfence left us no
opportunity. v

Every inhabited ifland has its appendant and fub-
ordinate iflets. Muck, however fmall, has yet others
{maller about it, one of which has only ground fuffi-
cient to afford pafture for three wethers.

At Dunvegan 1 had tafted lotus, and was in danger
of forgetting that I was ever to depart, till Mr.

Bofwell
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If it was'ever roofed; it ‘might once have been &
dwelling, but as there is no provifion. for water, it
could not have been a fortrefs. In Sky, as in every
other place, there is an ambition of exalting whatever
has furvived memory, to fome important ufe, and
referring it to very remote ages. I am inclined to
fufpet, that in lawlefs times, when the inhabitants
of every mountain ftole the cattle of their neighbour,
thefe enclofures were ufed to fecure the herds and
flocks in the night.  'When they were driven within
the wall, they might be eafily watched, and defended
as long as could be needful ; for the robbers durft not
wait till the injured clan fhould find them in the
morning. A

The interior enclofures, if the whole building
were once a houfe, were the chambers of the chief
inhabitants. If it was a place of fecurity for cattle,
they were probably the fhelters of the keepers.

From the Dun we were condulted to another place
of fecurity, a cave carried a great way under ground,
which had been difcovered by digging after a fox.
Thefe caves, of which many have been found, and
many probably remain concealed, are formed, I be-
lieve, commonly by taking advantage of a hollow,
where banks or rocks rife on either fide. If no fuch
place can be found, the ground muft be cut away.
The walls are made by piling ftones againft the
earth, on either fide. It is then roofed by large
ftones laid acrofs the cavern, which therefore cannot
be wide. Ower the roof, turfs were placed, and grafs
was fuffered to grow; and the mouth was concealed
by buthes, or fome other cover.

Thele
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cient to engage feveral 'gentlemen in a plot againft
the laird’s life. Something muft be ftipulated on
both fides; for they would not dip their hands in
blood merely for Hugh’s advancement. The ¢om-
pa&t was formally written, figned by the confpi-
vators, and placed in the hands of one Macleod.
It happened that Macleod had fold fome cattle to
a drover, who not having ready money, gave him
a bond for payment. The debt was difcharged,
and the bond re-demanded; which AMacleod, who
could not read, intending to put into his hands,
gave him the confpiracy. The drover, when he
had read the paper, delivered it privately to Mac-
donald, who being thus informed of his danger,
called his friends together, and provided for his
fafety. He made a publick feaft, and inviting
Hugh Macdonald and his confederates, placed each
of them at the table between two men of known
fidelity. The compatt of confpiracy was then
fhewn, and every man confronted with his own
name. Macdonald afted with great moderation,
He upbraided Hugh both with difloyalty and ingra-
titude ; but told the reft, that he confidered them
as men deluded and mifinformed. Hugh was {worn
to fidelity, and difmiffed with his companions; but
he was not generous enough to be reclaimed by
lenity ; and finding no longer any countenance
among the gentlemen, endeavoured to execute the
fame defign by meaner hands. In this pracice he
was deteCted, taken to Macdonald’s caftle, and im-
prifoned in the dungeon. When he was hungry,
they let down a plentiful meal of falted meat ; -and
when, after his repaft, he called for drink, con-
7 veyed
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us leifure to confider it. We were fhown the
gummy feed of the kelp, that faftens itfelf to a
ftone, from which it grows into a ftrong ftalk..

In our return, we found a little boy upon the
point of a rock, catching with his angle a fupper
for the family. We rowed up to him, and bor-
.rowed his rod, with which Mr. Bofwell caught a
cuddy.

The cuddy is a filh of which I know not the
philofophical name. It is not much bigger than a
gudgeon, but is of great ufe in thefe iflands, as it
affords the lower people both food and oil for their
lamps. Cuddies are fo abundant, at fome times of
the year, that they are caught like white-bait in the
Thames, only by dipping a bafket and drawing it
back.

If it were always pra&icable to fifh, thefe 1ﬂands
could never be in much danger from famine; but
unhappily, in the winter, when other provifion fails,
the feas are commonly too rough for nets, or boats,

TALISKER IN SKY.

 From Ulini/b our next ftage was to Talifker, the
houfe of colonel Macleod, an officer in the Dutch
fervice, who in this time of univerfal peace, has
for feveral years been permitted to be abfent from
his regiment. Having been bred to phyfick, he is
confequently a fcholar, and his lady, by accom-
panying him in his different places of refidence, is
become fkilful in feveral languages. Tali/ker is the
place beyond all that I have feen, from which the
gay and the jovial feem utterly excluded; and
where the hermit might expeét to grow old- in me-

ditation,
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find us'a’'convenient ‘pafiage. From this time was
formed an acquaintance, which being begun by
kindnefs, was accidentally continued by conftraint;
we derived much pleafure from it, and I hope have
given him no reafon to repent it.

The weather was now almoft one continued ftorm,
and we were to fnatch fome happy intermiffion to
be conveyed to Mull, the third ifland of the He-
brides, lying about a degree fouth of Sky, whence
we might ealily find our way to Jnch Kenneth, where
Sir Allan Maclean refided, and afterward to Fona.

For this purpofe, the moft commouious ftation
that we could take was Armidel, which Sir Alexander
Macdonald had now left to a gentleman who lived
there as his fa@or or fteward.

In our way to Armidel was Coriatacban, where we
had already been, and to which therefore we were
very willing to return. We ftaid however fo long at
Talifker, that a great part of our journey was per-
formed in the gloom of the evening. In travelling
even thus almoft without light through naked foli-
tude, when there is a guide whofe condu& may be
trufted, a mind not naturally too much difpofed to
fear, may preferve fome degree of cheerfulnefs; but
what muft be the folicitude of him who fhould be
wandering, among the crags and hollows, be-
nighted, ignorant, and alone?

The fictions of the Gothick romances were not fo
remote from credibility as they are now thought.
In the full prevalence of the feudal inftitution,
. when violence defolated the world, and every baron
lived in a fortrefs, forefts and caftles were regularly
fucceeded by each other, and the adventurer might

very
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very fuddenly pafs from' the gloom of woods, or the
ruggednefs of moors, to feats of plenty, gaiety, and
magnificence. Whatever is imaged in the wildeft
tale, if giants, dragons, and enchantment be ex-
cepted, would be felt by him, who, wandering in
the mountains without a guide, or upon the fea
without a pilot, fhould be carried amidft his terror
and uncertainty, to the hofpitality and elegance of
Raafay or Dunvegan.

To Coriatachan at laft we came, and found our-
felves welcomed as before. Here we ftaid two days,
and made fuch enquiries as curiofity fuggefted. The
houfe was filled with company, among whom Mr,
"Macpherfon and his fifter diftinguithed themfelves
by their politenefs and accomplithments. By him
we were invited to Ofég, a houfe not far from Ar-
midel, where we might eafily hear of a boat, when
the weather would fuffer us to leave the ifland. 4

OSTIG IN SKY.

At Opig, of which Mr. Macpherfon is minifter,
we were entertained for fome days, then removed
to Armidel, where we finithed our obfervations on
the ifland of Sky.

As this ifland lies in the fifty-feventh degree, the
air cannot be fuppofed to have much warmth, The
long continuance of the fun above the horizon,
does indeed fometimes produce great heat in north-
ern latitudes; but this can only happen in fhel-
tered places, where the atmofphere is to a certain
degree ftagnant, and the fame mafs of air continues
to receive for many hours the rays of the fun, and
the vapours of the carth. Sky lies open on the weft

: : ' and
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and north 'to’ a 'vaft' extent of ocean, and is cooled
in the fummer by a perpetual ventilation, but by
the fame blafts is kept warm in winter. Their wea-
ther is not pleafing. Half the year is dclugcd with
rain. From the autumnal to the vernal equinox, a
dry day is hardly known, except when' the fhowers
are fufpended by a tempeft. Under fuch fkies can
be expefted no great exuberance of vegetation,
Their winter overtakes their fummer, and their
harveft lies upon the ground drenched with rain.
The autumn ftruggles hard to produce fome of our
early fruits, I gathered goofeberries in September;
but they were fmall, and the hufk was thick,

The winter is feldom fuch as puts a full ftop to
the growth of plants, or reduces the cattle to live
wholly on the furplufage of the fummer. In the
year feventy-one they had a fevere feafon, remem-
bered by the name of the Black Spring, from which
the ifland has not yet recovered. The fnow lay
long upon the ground, a calamity hardly known
before.  Part of their cattle died for want, part
were unfeafonably fold to buy fuftenance for the
owners ; and, what I have not read or heard of be-
fore, the kine that furvived were fo emaciated and
difpirited, that they did not require the male at the
ufual time. Many of the roebucks perifhed.

The foil, as in other countries, has its diverfities.
In fome parts there is only a thin layer of earth fpread
upon a rock, which bears nothing but fhort brown
heath, and perhaps is not generally capable of any
better produ&t. There are many bogs or mofles of
greater or lefs extent, where the foil cannot be fup-
pofed to want depth, though it is too wet for the

plough,
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land is that/whichOaffords'room for a plough, and
thort land is turned up by the fpade. -

The grain which - they commit to the furrows
thus tedioufly formed, is ecither oats or barley.
They do not fow barley without very copious ma-
nure, and then they expe&t from it ten for one, an
increafe equal to that of better countries; but the
culture is fo operofe that they content themfelves
commonly with oats; and who can relate without
compaffion, that after all their diligence they are
to expect only a triple increafe? It is in vain to
hope for plenty, when a third part of the harveft
muft be referved for feed.

When their grain is arrived at the ftate which
they muft confider as ripenefs, they do not cut, but
pull the barley: to the oats they apply the fickle.
Wheel carriages they have none, but make a frame
of timber, which is drawn by one horfe with the
two points behind prefling on the ground. On this
they fometimes drag home their fheaves, but often
convey them home in a kind of open panier, or
frame of fticks upon the horfe’s back.

Of that which is obtained with fo much difficulty,
nothing furely ought to be wafted; yet their-me.
thod of clearing their oats from the hufk is by
parching them in the ftraw. Thus with the genuine
improvidence of favages, they deftroy that fodder
for want of which their cattle may perifh. From
this practice they have two petty conveniencies,
They dry the grain fo that it is eafily reduced to
meal, and they efcape the theft of the threfhcr
Thc tafte contraéted from the fire by the oats, 'as

7 by
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carried away’in’'its' mineral ftate, here being no
fewel for the fmelting-houfe or forge. Perhaps by
diligent fearch in this world of ftone, fome valuable
fpecies of marble might be difcovered. But neither
philofophical curiofity, nor commercial induttry,
have yet fixed their abode here, where the impor-
tunity of immediate want, fupplied but for the day,
and craving on the morrow, has left little room for
excurfive knowledge, or the pleafing fancies of
diftant profit.

They have lately found a manufalure confider-
ably lucrative. Their rocks abound with kelp, a
fea-plant, of which the afhes are melted into glafs.
They burn kelp in great quantities, and then fend
it away in fhips, which come regularly to purchafe
them. This new fource of riches has raifed the
rents of many maritime farms; but the tenants pay,
like all other tenants, the additional rent with
great unwillingnefs ; becaufe they confider the pro-
fits of the kelp as the mere produ¢t of perfonal la-
bour, to which the landlord contributes nothing.
However, as any man may be faid to give what he
gives the power of gaining, he has certainly as much
right to profit from the price of kelp as of any thing
elfe found or raifed upon his ground.

This new trade has excited a long and eager lit-
gation between Macdonald and Macleod, for a ledge
of rocks, which, till the value of kelp was known,
neither of them defired the reputation of pofleffing.

The cattle of Sky are not fo fmall as is commonly
believed. Since they have fent their beeves in great
numbers to fouthern marts, they have probably
taken more care of their breed, At ftated times

T the
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Their/ftrength'is’ proportionate to their fize, but
they are accuftomed to run upon rongh ground, and
therefore can with great agility fkip over the bog,
or clamber the mountain. For a campaign in the
waltes of America, foldiers better qualified could
not have been found. Having little work to do;
they are not willing, nor perhaps able, to endure a
long continuance of manual labour, and are there-
fore confidered as habitually idle,

Having never been fupplied with thofe accom-
modations, which life extenfively diverfified with
trades affords, they fupply their wants by very in-
fufficient fhifts, and endure many: inconveniencies,
which a little attention would eafily relieve. I have
feen a horfe carrying home the harveft on a crate.
Under his tail was a ftick for a crupper, held
at the two ends by twifts of ftraw. Hemp will
grow in their iflands, and therefore ropes may
be had. If they wanted hemp, they might make
better cordage of rufhes, or perhaps of nettles,
than of ftraw. .

Their method of life neither fecures them per-
petual health, nor expofes them to any particular
difeafes. There are phyﬁcxans in the iflands, who,
I believe, all pra&ife chirurgery, and all compound
their own medicines.

It is generally fuppofed, that life is longer in
places where there are few opportunities of luxury ;
but I found no inftance here of extraordinary lon-
gevity. A cottager grows old over his oaten cakes,
like a citizen at a turtle feaft. He is indeed feldom
incommoded by corpulence. Poverty preferves
hxm from finking under the burden of himfelf, but

he
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wide' ‘eftates, which often confift of iflands remote
from one another, cannot extend his perfonal influ-
ence to all his tenants; and the fteward having no
dignity annexed to his charaéter, can have little au-
thority among men taught to pay reverence only to
birth, and who regard the tackfman as their heredi-
tary fuperior ; nor can the fteward have equal zeal for
the profperity of an eftate profitable only to the laird,
with the tackfman, who has the laird’s income in-
volved in his own.

The only gentlemen in the iflands are the lairds,
the tackfmen, and the minifters, who frequently im-
prove their livings by becoming farmers. If the
tackfinen be banifhed, who will be left to impart
knowledge, or imprefs civility ? The laird muft al-
ways be at a diftance from the greater part of his
lands; and if he refides at all upon them, muft drag
his days in folitude, having no longer either a friend
or a companion; he will therefore depart to fome
more comfortable refidence, and leave the tenants to
the wifdom and mercy of a faltor.

Of tenants there are different orders, as they have
greater or lefs ftock. Land is fometimes leafed to a
{mall fellowfhip, who live in a clufter of huts, called
a Tenant’s Town, and are bound jointly and fepa-
rately for the payment of their rent. Thefe, I be-
lieve, employ in the care of their cattle and the la-
bour of tillage, a kind of tenants yet lower ; /who
having a hut, with grafs for a certain number of} cows
and fheep, pay their rent by a ftipulated quangfity of
labour. i

The condition of domeftick fervants, or t:;'dle price
of occafional labour, I do not know with c¢ rtainty.

] was
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approach of hotftility came’ together at the call ®
battle, as at a fummons to a feftal fhow; and com-
mitting their cattle to the care of thofe whom age or
nature has difabled, engage the enemy with that com-
petition for hazard and for glory, which operate in
men that fight under the eye of thofe, whofe diflike
or kindnefs they have always confidered as the greateft
evil or the greateft good.

This was, in the beginning of the prefent cen-
tury, the ftate of the Highlands. Every man was a
foldier, who partook of national confidence, and
interefted himfelf in national honour. To lofe this
fpirit, is to lofe what no fmall advantage will com-
penfate.

It may likewife deferve to be enquired, whether a
great nation ought to be totally commercial ? whether
amidft the uncertainty of human affairs, too much
attention to one mode of happinefs may not endanger
others ? whether the pride of riches muft not fome-
times have recourfe to the protettion of courage ? and
whether, if it be neceffary to preferve in fome part of
the empire the military fpirit, it can fubfit more
commodioufly in any place, than in remote and un-
profitable provinces, where it can commonly do licle
harm, and whence it may be called forth at any fud-
den exigence ?

It muft however be confefled, that a man, who
places honour only in fuccefsful violence, is a very
troublefome and pernicious animal in time of
peace ; and that the martial charatter cannot prevail
in a whole people, but by the diminution of alt
other virtues. He that is accuftomed to refolve all
right into conqueft, will have very little tendernefs

. . or
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try, to thofe whom the people confidered as their na-
tural judges. It cannot be fuppofed that a rugged
proprietor of the rocks, unprincipled and unen-
lightened, was a nice refolver of entangled claims, or
‘very exat in proportioning punifhment to offences.
‘But the more he indulged his own will, the more he
held his vaffals in dependance. Prudence and inne-
cence, without the favour of the chief, conferred no
fecurity ; and crimes involved no danger, when the
judge was refolute to acquit.

When the chiefs were men of knowledge and vir-
tue, the convenience of a domeftick judicature was
great. No long journies were neceffary, nor artifi-
cial delays could be pratifed ; the charaéter, the al-
liances, and interefts of the litigants were known to
the court, and all falfe pretences were eafily deteted.
The fentence, when it was paft, could not be
evaded ; the power of the laird fuperfeded forma-
lities, and juftice could not be defeated by intereft
or ftratagem.

I doubt not but that fince the regular judges have
made their circuits through the whole country, right
has been every where more wifely and more equally
diftributed ; the complaint is, that litigation is grown
troublefome, and that the magiftrates are too few,
and therefore often too remote for general conve-
nience. .

Many of the fmaller iflands have no legal officer
within them. I once afked, if a crime fhould be
committed, by what authority the offender could
‘be feized ? and was told, that the laird would exert
his right; a right which he muft now ufurp, but
which furely neceflity muft vindicate, and which is

. therefore
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The chiefs, divefted of their prerogatives, ne-
ceflarily turned their thoughts to the improvement
of their revenues, and expe@ more rent, as they
have lefs homage. The tenant, who is far from
perceiving that his condition is made better in the

-fame proportion as that of his landlord is made
worfe, does not immediately fee why his induftry
is to be taxed more heavily than before. He re-
fufes to pay the demand, and is cjected ; the ground
is then let to a ftranger, who perhaps brings a
larger ftock, but who, taking the land at its full
price, treats with the laird upon equal terms, and
confiders him not as a chief, but as a trafficker in
land. Thus the eftate perhaps is improved, but
the clan is broken.

It feems to be the general opinion, that the rents
have been raifed with too much eagernefs. Some
regard muft be paid to prejudice.  Thofe who have
hitherto paid but little, will not fuddenly be per-
fuaded to pay much, though they can afford it.
As ground is gradually improved, and the value
of money decreafes, the rent may be raifed without
any diminution of the farmer’s profits; yet it is
neceflary in thefe countries, where the ejettion of a
tenant is a greater evil than in more populous
places, to confider not merely what the land will
produce, but with what ability the inhabitant can
cultivate it. A certain ftock can allow but a cer-
tain payment; for if the land be doubled, and the
ftock remains the fame, the tenant becomes no
richer. The proprietors of the Highlands might
perhaps often increafe their income, by fubdividing
the farms, and allotting to every occupier orly fo

many
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they change/nothing cbue the place of their abode;
and of that change they perceive the benefit.

This is the real effeét of emigration, if thofe that
go away together fettle on the fame fpot, and preferve
their ancient union. But fome relate that thefe ad-
venturous vifitants of unknown regions, after a voyage
pafled in dreams of plenty and felicity, are difperfed
at laft upon a fylvan wildernefs, where their firft
years muft be fpent in toil, to clear the ground which
is afterwards to be tilled, and that the whole effe®
of their undertaking is only more fatigue and equal
fcarcity.

Both accounts may be fulpeted. Thofe who are
gone will endeavour by every art to draw others after
them; for as their numbers are greater, they will
provide better for themfelves. When Nova Scotia
was firft peopled, I remember a letter, publifhed
under the charalter of a New Planter, who related
how much the climate put him in mind of Izaly.
Such intelligence the Hebridians probably receive from
their tranfmarine correfpondents. But with equal
temptations of intereft, and perhaps with no greater
nicenefs of veracity, the owners of the iflands fpread
ftories of American hardthips to keep their people
content at home.

Some method to ftop this epidemick defire of
wandering, which fpreads its contagion from valley
to valley, deferves to be fought with great diligence.
In more fruitful countries, the removal of one,
only makes room for the fuccefflion of another : but
in the Hebrides, the lofs of an inhabitant leaves a
latting vacuity ; for nobody born in any other parts
of the world will choofe this country for his refi
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words now/found in the provincial languages. Their
country was not deferted for want of room, becaufe
it was covered with forefts of vaft extent; and the
firk effet of plenitude of inhabitants is the de-
ftrution of wood: As the Europeans {pread over
America, the lands are gradually laid naked. s
I would not be underftood to fay, that neceflity
had never any part in their expeditions. A nation,
whofe agriculture is fcanty or unfkilful, may be
driven out by famine. A nation of hunters may
have exhaufted their game. I only affirm that the
northern regions were not, when their irruptions
fubdued the Romans, overpeopled with regard to
their real extent of territory, and power of fertility.
In a country fully inhabited, however afterward laid
wafte, evident marks will remain of its former po-
puloufnefs. But of Scandinavia and Germany, no-
thing is known but that as we trace their ftate up-
wards into antiquity, their woods were greater, and
their culrivated ground was lefs.
- That caufes very different from want of room may
produce a general difpofition to feek another coun-
try, is apparent from the prefent conduét of the
Highlanders, who are in fome places ready to
threaten a total feceflion. The numbers which
have already gone, though like other numbers they
may be magnified, are very great, and fuch as if
they had gone together and agreed upon any certain
fettlement, might have founded an independent go-
vernment in the depths of the weftern continent.
Nor are they only the loweft and moft indigent;
many men of confiderable wealth have taken with
them their train of labourers and dependants ; and
‘ if



www.libtool.com.cn



334 A JOURNEY TO THE

fervants ' having been bred upon the naked earth,
think every floor clean, and the quick fucceflion of
guefts, perhaps not always over-elegant, does not
allow much time for adjufting their apartments.

Huts are of many gradations; from murky dens,
to commodious dwellings.

The wall of a common hut is always built without
mortar, by a fkilful adaptation of loofe ftones.
Sometimes perhaps a double wall of ftones is raifed,
and the intermediate fpace filled with earth. The
air is thus completely excluded. Some walls are,
I think, formed of turfs, held together by a wattle,
or texture of twigs. Of the meaneft huts, the firft
room is lighted by the entrance, and the fecond by
the fmoke-hole. The fire is ufually made in the
middle. But there are huts, or dwellings, of only
one ftory, inhabited by gentlemen, which have
walls cemented with mortar, glafs windows, and
boarded floors. Of thefe all have chimneys, and
fome chimneys have grates.

The houfe and the furniture are not always nicely
fuited. We were driven once, by miffing a paflage,
to the hut of a gentleman, where, after a very li-
beral fupper, when I was conducted to my chamber,
I found an elegant bed of Indian cotton, fpread
with fine fheets, The accommodation was flat-
tering; 1 undrefled myfelf, and felt my feet in the
mire. The bed ftood upon the bare earth, whicha
long courfe of rain had foftened to a puddie.

In paftoral countries the condition of the loweft
rank of people is fufficiently wretched. Among
manufacturers, men that have no property may have
art and induftry, which make them neceffary,

7 . therefore
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or whether’ 'the fibres be ‘not the only combuftible
part; which, by heating the interpofed earth red
hot, make a burning mafs. The heat is not very
ftrong nor lafting. The afhes are yellowith, and in
a large quantity. When they dig peat, they cut it
into fquare pieces, and pile it up to dry befide the
houfe. In fome places it has an offenfive fmell. It
is like wood charked for the fmith. The common
method of making peat fires is by heaping it on the
hearth ; but it burns well in grates, and in the beft
houfes is fo ufed.

The common opinion is, that peat grows again
where it has been cut; which, as it feems to be
chiefly a vegetable fubftance, is not unlikely to be
true, whether known or not to thofe who relate it.

There are water mills in Sk and Raafay; but
where they are too far diftant, the houfe-wives grind
their oats with a quern, or hand-mill, which confifts
of two ftones, about a foot and a half in diameter;
the lower is a little convex, to which the concavity
of the upper muft be fitted. In the middle of the
upper ftone is a round hole, and on one fide is 2
long handle. The grinder fheds the corn gradually
into the hole with one hand, and works the handle
round with the other. The corn flides down the
convexity of the lower ftone, and by the motion of
the upper is ground in its paflage. Thefe ftones
are found in Lochabar.

The iflands afford few pleafures, except to the
hardy fportfman, who can tread the moor and climb
the mountain. The diftance of one family from
another, in a country where travelling has fo much
difficulty, makes frequent intercourfe impracticable.

Vifis
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for fome time difcouraged, and at laft in the ifle of
Sky is almoft fupprefled.

Of the Earfe language, as I underftand nothing, I
cannot fay more than I have been told. It is the
rude fpeech of a barbarous people, who had few
thoughts to exprefs, and were céntent, as they con-
ceived grofsly, to be grofsly underftood.  After what
has been lately talked of Highland bards, and High-
land genius, many will ftartle when they are told,
that the Earfe never was a written language ; that
there is not in the world an Ear/e manufcript a hun-
dred years old ; and that the founds of the Highlanders
were never exprefled by letters, till fome little books
of piety were tranflated, and a metrical verfion of the
> Pfalms was made by the fynod of Argyle. Whoever
therefore now writes in this language, fpells accord-
ing to his own perception of the found, and his own
idea of the power of the letters, The #elfb and
the Irifb are cultivated tongues. The #elfh, two
hundred years ago, infulted their Englih neigh-
bours for the inftability of their orthography ;
while the Earfe merely floated in the breath of
the people,- and could therefore receive little im-
provement.

When a language begins to teem with books, it
13 tcndmg ta refinement; as thofe who undertake to
teach others muft have undergone fome labour in
improving themfelves, they fet a proportionate va-
lue on their own thoughts, and with to enforce them
by efficacious expreffions; fpeech Becomes embo-
died and permanent; different modes and phrafes
are compared, and the beft obtains an eftablithment.’
By degrees, one age improves upon another. Ex-

Vo, VIII, Aa a&nefs
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altnefs is''firft “obtained, 'and afterwards elegance.
But di&ion, merely vocal, is always in its child-
hood. As no man leaves his eloquence behind
him, the new generations have all to learn. There
may poffibly be books without a polithed language,
but there can be no polithed language without
books.

That the bards could not read more than the reft
of their countrymen, it is reafonable to fuppofe;
becaufe, if they had read, they could probable have
written ; and how high their compofitions may rea.
fonably be rated, an enquirer may beft judge by
confidering what ftores of imagery, what principles
of ratiocination, what comprehenfion of knowledge,
and what delicacy of elocution he has known any
man attain who cannot read. The ftate of the
bards was yet more hopelefs. He that cannot read,
may now converfe with thofe that can; but the bard
was a barbarian among barbarians, who, knowing
nothing himfelf, lived with others that knew no more.

There has lately been in the iflands one of thefe
illiterate poets, who hearing the Bible read at
church, is faid to have turned the facred hiftory
into verfe. I heard part of a dialogue, compofed
by him, tranflated by a young lady in Mull, and
thought it had more meaning than I expe&ed from
a man totally uneducated; but he had fome. oppor-
tunities of knowledge; he lived among a learned
people.  After all that has been done for the in-
ftrution of the' Highlanders, the antipathy between
their language and literature ftill continues; and no
man that has learned only Earfe is, at this time,
able to read.

The
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by others'; 'and 'feem never‘to have thought upon in-
terrogating themfelves; fo that if they do not know
what they tell to be true, they likewife do not dif-
tinétly perceive it to be falfe.

Mr. Bofwell was very diligent in his enquiries ; and
the refult of his inveftigations was, that the anfwer to
the fecond queftion was commonly fuch as nullified
the anfwer to the firft.

We were awhile told, that they had an old tranfla-
tion of the fcriptures ; and told it till it would appear
obftinacy to enquire again. Yet by continued accu-
mulation of queftions we found, that the tranflation
meant, if any meaning there were, was nothing elfe
than the Iri/b Bible.

We heard of manufcripts that were, or that had
been, in the hands of fomebody’s father, or grand-
father ; but at laft we had no reafon to believe they
were other than Irifb. Martin mentions Irifb, but
never any Earfe manufcripts, to be found in the
iflands in his time.

1 fuppofe my opinion of the poems of Qffian is
already difcovered. I believe they never exifted in
any other form than that which we have feen. The
editor, or author, never could fhew the original;
nor can it be fhewn by any other; to revenge rea-
fonable incredulity, by refuling evidence, is a de-
gree of infolence, with which the world is not yet
acquainted ; and ftubborn audacity is the laft re-
fuge of guilt. It would be eafy to fhew it if he had
it ; but whence could it be had? It is too long to
be remembered, and the language formerly had no-
thing written., He has doubtlefs inferted names
that circulate in popular ftories, and may have

tranflated
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perfonal injury is the confequence, and which flatters
the author with his own ingenuity. - The Scots have
fomething to plead for their eafy recéption of an im-
probable fiction : they-are feduced by their fondnefs
for their fuppofed anceftors. A Scotchman muft be a
very fturdy moralift, who does not love §cot/and
better than truth ; he will always love it better than
enquiry : and if falfehood flatters his vanity, will not
be very diligent to detet it. Neither ought the
Englifb to be much influenced by Scozch authority ;
for of the paft and prefent ftate of the whole Earfe
nation, the Lowlanders are at leaft as ignorant as our-
felves. To be ignorant is painful; but it is danger-
ous to quict our uneafinefs by the delufive opiate of
hafty pcrfuaﬁon

But this is the age in which thofe who could not
read, have been fuppofed to write; " in which the
giants of antiquated romance have been exhibited as
realities. If we know little of the ancient Higblanders,
let us not fill the vacuity with Offian.  If we have not
fearched the Magellanick regions, let us however for-
bear to people them with Patagons.

Having waited fome days at Armidel, we were
flattered at laft with a wind that promifed to convey
us to Mull. We went on board a boat that was
taking in kelp, and left the ifle of Sky behind us.
We were doomed to experience, like others, the
danger of trufting to the wind, which blew againft
us, in a fhort time, with fuch violence, that we,
- being no feafoned failors, were willing to call it a
tempeft. I was fea-fick, and lay down. Mr. Bo/-
well kept the deck. The mafter knew not" well
whither to go; and our difficulties might perhaps

have



www.libtool.com.cn



360 A JOURNEY TO THE

are very low ‘theydredndeed mufculous and -ftrong,
beyond what their fize gives reafon for expetting;
but a bulky man upon one of their backs makes a-
very difproportionate appearance. ,

From the habitation of captain Maclean we went
to Griffipol, but called by the way on Mr. Heé&lor
Maclean, the minifter of Co/, whom we found in a
hut, that is, a houfe of only one floor, but with win-
" dows and chimney, and not inelegantly furnifhed.
Mr. Maclean has the reputation of great learning:
he is feventy-feven years old, but not infirm, with a
look of venerable dignity, excelling what I remember
in any other man.

His converfation was not unfuitable to his appear-
ance. [ loft fome of his good-will, by treating a he-
retical writer with more regard than, in his opinion, a
heretick could deferve. I honoured his orthodoxy, and
did not much cenfure his afperity. A man who has
fettled his opinions, does not love to have the tran-
quillity of his conviction difturbed; and at feventy-
feven it is time to be in earneft.

Mention was made of the Ear/e tranflation of the
New Teftament, which has been lately publifhed,
and of which the learned Mr. Macqueen of Sky fpoke
with commendation ; but Mr. Maclean faid, he did
not ufe it, becaufe he could make the text more
.ntelligible to his auditors by an extemporary verfion.
From this I inferred, that the language of the tranfla-
tion was not the language of the ifle of Col.

He has no publick edifice for the exercife of his.
miniftry; and can officiate to no greater number
than a room can contain; and the room of a hut is
not very large. This is all the opportunity of wor-

thip
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The' houfe “of Griﬁpol ftands by a brook very
clear and quick; which is, I fuppofe, one of the
moft copious ftreams in the ifland. This place ‘was
the fcene of an action, much celebrated in the tra.
ditional hiftory of Col, but which probably no two
relaters will tell alike.

Some time, in the obfcure ages, Macneil of Barra
married the lady Maclean, who had the ifle of Col
for her jointure. Whether Macneil detained Col,
when the widow was dead, or whether fhe lived fo
long as to make her heirs impatient, is perhaps not
now known. The younger fon, called Fobx Gerves,
or Fobn the Giant, a man of great ftrength, who
was then in Ireland, either for fafety or for edu-
cation, dreamed of recovering his. inheritance; and
getting fome adventurers together, which -in thofe
unfettled times was not hard to do, invaded Col.
He was driven .away, but was not difcouraged, and
colle¢ting new followers, in three years came again
with fifty men. In his way he ftopped at Artorinifh
in Morvern, where his uncle was prifoner to Macleod,
and was then with his enemies in a tent.  Maclean
took with him only one fervant, whom he ordered
to ftay at the outfide; and where he fhould fee the
tent prefled outwards, to ftrike with Jhis dirk; it
being the intention of AMaclean, as any man pro-
voked him, to lay hands upon him, and pufh him
back. He entered the tent alone; with his Locha-
ber axe in his hand, and ftruck fuch terror into the
whole affembly, that they difmiffed his uncle.

When he landed at Col, he faw the fentinel, who
kept watch towards the fea, running off to Griffipol,
to give Macneil, who was there with a hundred and

twenty
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For''natural “curiofiies 1 was fhown only two
great maffes of ftone, which lie loofe upon the
ground ; one on the top of 2 hill, and the other at
a fmall diftance from the bottom. They certainly
were never put into their prefent places by human
ftrength or fkill; and though an earthquake might
have broken off the lower ftone, and rolled it into
the valley, no account can be given of the other,
which lies on the hill, unlefs, which I forgot to
examine, there be ftill near it fome higher rock,
from which it might be torn. All nations have a
tradition, that their earlieft anceftors were giants,
and thefe ftones are faid to have been thrown up
and down by a giant and his miftrefs. There are
fo many more important things, of which human

. knowledge can give no account, that it may be
forgiven us, if we fpeculate no longer on two ftones
in Col.

This ifland is very populous. About nine-and-
twenty years ago, the fencible men of Col/ were
reckoned one hundred and forty, which is the fixth
of eight hundred and forty; and probably fome con-
trived to be left out of the lift. The minifter told
us, that a few years ago the inhabitants were eight
hundred, between the ages of feven und of feventy.
Round numbers are feldom exact. But in this cafe
the authority is good, and the error likely to be
litde.  If to the eight hundred be added what the
laws of computation require, they will be increafed
to at leaft a thoufand; and if the dimenfions of the
country have been accurately related, every mile

maintains more than twenty-five, :
7 This
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. This proportionof ‘habitation is greater than the
appearance of the country feems to admit; for
wherever the eye wanders, it feems much wafte and
little cultivation. I am more inclined to extend
the land, of which no meafure has ever been taken,
than to diminith the people, who have been really
numbered. Let it be fuppofed, that a computed
mile contains a mile and a half, as was commonly
found true in the menfuration of the Exglifh roads,
and we fhall then allot nearly twelve to a mile,
which agrees much better with ocular obfervation.

Here, as in Sky, and other iflands, are the lanrd
the tackfmen, and the under-tenants.

Mr. Maclean, the laird, has very extenfive pof-
feffions, being proprietor, not only of far the greater
part of Col, but of the extenfive ifland of Rum, and
a very confiderable territory in Mull.

Rum is one of the larger iflands, almoft fquare,
and therefore of great capacity in proportion to its
fides. By the ufual method of eftimating computed
extent, it may contain more than a hundred and
twenty {quare miles.

It originally belonged to Clanronald, and was
purchafed by Co/; who, in fome difpute about the
bargain, made Clanronald prifoner, and kept him
nine months in confinement. Its owner reprefents
it as mountainous, rugged, and barren. In the
hills there are red deer. The horfes are very fmall,
but of a breed eminent for beauty. Co/, not long
ago, bought one of them from a tenant; who told
him, that as he was of a fhape uncommonly elegant,
he could not fell him but at a high price; and that
whoever had him fhould pay a guinea and a half. -

There
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There''are’ faid “to''be' in Barra a race of horfes
yet fmaller, of which the higheft is not above
thirty-{ix inches. :

The rent of Rum is not great. Mr. Maclean de-
clared that he fhould be very rich, if he could fet
his land at two-pence halfpenny an acre. The in-
habitants are fifty-eight families, who continued
papifts for fome time after the laird became a pro-
teftant. Their adherence to their old religion was
ftrengthened by the countenance of the laird’s fifter,
a zealous Romanift, till one Sunday, as they were
going to mafs under the condué of their patronefs,
Maclean met them on the way, gave one of them a
blow on the head with a yellow fick, I fuppofe a
cane, for which the Earfe had no name, and drove
them to the kirk, from which they have never fince
departed. Since the ufe of this method of con-
verfion, the inhabitants of Egg and Canna, who con-
tinue papifts, call the proteftantifm of Rum, the reli-
gion of the Yellow Stick.

The only popith iflands are Egg and Canna.
Egg is the principal ifland of a parifh, in which,
though he has no congregation, the proteftant mi-
nifter refides. I have heard of nothing curious in
it, but the cave in which a former generation of the
iflanders were fmothered by Macleod.

If we had travelled with more leifure, it had not
been fit to have negletted the popith iflands. Po-
pery is favourable to ceremony; and among igno-
rant nations, ceremony is the only prefervative of
tradition. Since proteftantifm was extended to the
favage parts of Scotland, it has perhaps been one of
the chief labours of the minifters to abolith ftated

obfervances,
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obfervances)/ becaufe CtheyCicontinued the remem-
brance of the former religion. We therefore, who
came to hear old traditions, and fee antiquated
manners, fhould probably have found them amongft
the papifts.

Canna, the other popith ifland, belongs to Claxn-
ronald. It is faid not to comprife more than twelve
miles of land, and yet maintains as many inhabitants
as Rum.

We were at Co/ under the protetion of the young
laird, without any of the diftreffes which Mr. Pen-
nant, in a fit of fimple credulity, feems to think
almoft worthy of an elegy by Offan. Wherever we
roved, we were pleafed to fee the reverence with
which his fubje&s regarded him. He did not en-
deavour to dazzle them by any magnificence of
drefs: his only diftin&tion was a feather in his bon-
net; but as foon as he appeared, they forfook their
work and cluftered about him: he took them by
the hand, and they feemed mutually delighted.
He has the proper difpofition of a chieftain, and
feems defirous to continue the cuftoms of his houfe.
The bagpiper played regularly, when dinner was
ferved, whofe perfon and drefs. made a good ap-
pearance; and he brought no difgrace upon the
family of Rankin, which has long fupplied the lairds
of Co/ with hereditary mufick.

The tackfmen of Co/ feem to live with lefs dig-
nity and convenience than thofe of Sky; where they
had good houfes, and tables not only plentiful, but
delicate. In Col only two houfes pay the window-
tax; for only two have fix windows, which, I fup-
pofe, are the laird’s and Mr. Mag/weyn's.

Vou. VIII, Bb The
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The' fents' Chave, 'till' within feven years, been
paid in kind, but the tenants finding that catde and
corn varied in their price, defired for the future to
give their landlord money; which, not having yet
arrived at the philofophy of commerce, they confider
as being every year of the fame value.

We were told of a particular mode of under.
tenure, The tackfman admits fome of his inferior
neighbours to the cultivation of his grounds, on
condition that performing all the work, and giving
a third part of the feed, they fhall keep a certain
number of cows, fheep, and goats, and reap a third
part of the harveft. Thus by lefs than the tillage
of two acres they pay the rent of one.

There are tenants below the rank of tackfmen,
that have got fmaller tenants under them; for in
every place, where money is not the general equi-
valent, there muft be fome whofe labour is imme-
diately paid by daily food.

A country that has no money, is by no means
convenient for beggars, both becaufe fuch countries
are commonly poor, and becaufe charity requires
fome trouble and fome thought. A penny is eafily
given upon the firft impulfe of compaffion, or im-
patience of importunity ; but few will deliberately
fearch their cupboards or their granaries to find out
fomething to give. A penny is likewife eafily fpent;
but victuals, if they are unprepared, require houfe-
room, and fire, and utenfils, which the beggar
knows not where to find.

Yet beggars there fometimes are, who wander
from ifland to ifland. We had, in our paffage to
Mull, the company of a woman and her child, whe

7 ' had
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had exhaufted' 'the’'charity ‘of Co/. The arrival of a
beggar on an ifland is accounted a finiftrous event,
Every body confiders that he fhall have the lefs for
what he gives away. Their alms, I believe, is ge-
nerally oatmeal.

Near to Co/ is another ifland called 7ir-eye, emi-
nent for its fertility. Though it has but half the
extent of Rum, it is fo well peopled, that there
have appeared, not long ago, nine hundred and
fourteen at a funeral. The plenty of this ifland
enticed beggars to it, who feemed fo burdenfome
to the inhabitants, that a formal compaét was drawn
up, by which they obliged themfelves to grant no
more relief to cafual wanderers, becaufe they had
among them an indigent woman of high birth, whom
they confidered as entitled to all that they could
fpare. I have read the ftipulation, which was in-
dited with juridical formality, but was never made
valid by regular fubfcription, -

If the inhabitants of Co/ have nothing to give, it
is not that they are oppreffed by their landlord:
their leafes feem to be very profitable. One farmer,
who pays only feven pounds a year, has maintained
{even daughters and three fons, of whom the eldeft
is educated at Aberdeen for the miniftry; and now,
at every vacation, opens a fchool in Col.

Life is here, in fome refpefts, improved beyond
the condition of fome other iflands. In Sky what
is wanted can only be bought, as the arrival of fome
wandering pedler may afford an opportunity ; but
in Col there is a ftanding fhop, and in Mull there
are two. A fhop in the iflands, as in other places
of lude frequentation, is a repofitory of every

' Bba thing
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thing' requifit¢ ' for' 'common ufe. Mr. Bofwell’s
journal was filled, and he bought fome paper in
Col. To a man that ranges the ftreets of London,
where he is tempted to contrive wants for the plea-
fure of fupplying them, a fhop affords no image
worthy of attention; but in an ifland, it turns the
balance of exiftence between good and evil. To
live in perpetual want of litrle things, is a ftate
not indeed of torture, but of conftant vexation. I
‘have in Sky had fome difficulty to find ink for a let-
ter; and if a woman breaks her needle, the work
is at a ftop. :

Asit is, the iflanders are obliged to content them-
felves with fuccedaneous means for many common
purpofes. I have feen the chief man of a very wide
diftri& riding with a halter for a bridle, and govern-
ing his hobby with a wooden curb.

The people of Col, however, do not want dex-
terity to fupply fome of their neceffities. Several
arts which make trades, and demand apprenticefhips
in great cities, are here the prattices of daily ceco-
nomy. In every houfe candles are made, both
moulded and dipped. Their wicks are fmall fhreds
of linen cloth. They all know how to extract from
the cuddy oil for their lamps. They all tan fkins,
and make brogues. ‘

As we travelled through Sky, we faw many cot-
tages, but they very frequently ftood fingle on the
naked ground. In Co/, where the hills opened a
place convenient for habitation, we found a petty
village, of which every hut had a little garden ad-
joining; thus they made an appearance of focial
commerce and mutual offices, and of fome attention

to
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to convenience' and future’fupply. There is not in
the Weflern Iflands any collettion of buildings that
can make pretenfions to be called a town, except in
the ifle of Lewis, which I have not feen.

If Lewis is diftinguithed by a town, Co/ has alfo
fomething peculiar. The young laird has attempted
what no iflander perhaps ever thought on. He has
begun a road capable of a wheel-carriage. He has
carried it about a mile, and will continue it by an-
nual elongation from his houfe to the harbour.

Of taxes here is no reafon for complaining ; they
are paid by a very eafy compofition. The malt-tax
for Col is twenty fhillings. Whifky is very plen-
tiful : there are feveral ftills in the ifland, and more
is made than the inhabitants confume.

The great bufinefs of infular policy is now to keep
the people in their own country. As the world has
been let in upon them, they have heard of happier
climates, and lefs arbitrary government; and if
they are difgufted, have emiffaries among them
ready to offer them land and houfes, as a reward
for deferting their chief and clan. Many have de-
parted both from the main of Scorland, and from the
iflands ; and all that go may be confidered as f{ub-
jeéts loft to the Britifh crown; for a nation fcattered
in the boundlefs regions of America refembles rays
diverging from a focus. All the rays remain, but
the heat is gone. Their power confifted in their
concentration ; when they are difperfed, they have
no cffe.

It may be thought that they are happier by the
change; but they are not happy as a nation, for
they are a nation no longer. As they contribute

Bb 3 not
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not to' the profperity 'of 'any community, they muft
want that fecurity, that dignity, that happinefs,
whatever it be, which a profperous community
throws back upon individuals.

The inhabitants of Co/ have not yet learned to be
weary of their heath and rocks, but attend their
agriculture and their dairies, without liftening to
American feducements.

There are fome however who think that this emi-
gration has raifed terror difproportionate to its real
evil; and that it is only a new mode of doing what
was always done. The Highlands, they fay, never
maintained their natural inhabitants; but the peo-
ple, when they found themfelves too numerous,
inftead of extending cultivation, provided for them-
felves by a more compendious method, and fought
better fortune in other countries. They did not
indeed go away in colletive bodies, but withdrew
invifibly, a few at a time; but the whole number
of fugitives was not lefs, and the difference between
other times and this, is only the fame as between
evaporation and effufion.

This is plaufible, but I am afraid it is not true.
Thofe who went before, if they were not fenfibly
miffed, as the argument fuppofes, muft have gone
either in lefs number, or in a manner lefs detri-
mental, than at prefent; becaufe formerly there
was no complaint. Thofe who then left the coun-
try were generally the idle dependants on overbur-
dened families, or men who had no property; and
therefore carried away only themfelves. In the pre-
fent eagernefs of emigration, families, and almoft
communities, go away together. Thofe who were

confidered
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man Vdréffes "himfelf in”'a cow’s hide, upon which
other men beat with fticks. He runs with all this
noife round the houfe, which all the company quits
in a counterfeited fright: the door is then fhut.
At New-year’s eve there is no great pleafure to be
had out of doors in the Hebrides. They are fure
foon to recover from their terrour enough to folicit
for re-admiffion; which, for the honour of poetry,
is not to be obtained but by repeating a verfe, with
which thofe that are knowing and provident take
care to be furnifhed.

Very near the houfe of Maclean ftands the caftle
of Col, which was the manfion of the laird, till the
houfe was built. It is built upon a rock, as Mr.
Bofwell remarked, that it might not be mined. It
is very ftrong, and having been not long uninha-
bited, is yet in repair. On the wall was, not long
ago, a ftone with an infcription, importing, that if
any man of the clan of Maclonich fball appear before
this caftle, though be come at midnight, with a man's
bead in bis band, be fball there find [afety and protec-
tion againft all but the king.

‘This is an old Highland treaty made upon a very
memorable occafion.  Maclean, the fon of Fobn
Gerves, who recovered Co/, and conquered Barra,
had obtained, it is faid, from Fames the Second, a
grant of the lands of Lockiel, forfeited, I fuppofe,
by fome offence againft the ftate.

Forfeited eftates were not in thofe days quietly
refigned; Maclean, therefore, went with an armed
force to feize his new pofleflions, and I know not
for what reafon, took his wife with him. The Ca- .
merons rofe in defence of their chief, and a battle

was



WESTERN ISLANDS, & 377

was fought/\at' the'head 'of Loch Nefs, near the place
where Fort Auguftus now ftands, in which Locbiel ob-
tained the vi¢tory, and Maclean, with his followers,
was defeated and deftroyed. .

The lady fell into the hands of the conquerors, and
being found pregnant was placed in the cuftody of
Maclonich, one of a tribe or family branched from
Cameron, with orders, if fhe brought a boy, to deftroy
him, if a girl, to fpare her.

Maclonich’s wife, who was with childlikewife, had
a girl about the fame time at which lady Maclean
brought a boy, and Maclonich, with more generofity
to his captive, than fidelity to his truft, ‘contrived
that the children thould be changed.

Maclean being thus preferved from death, in time
recovered his original patrimony ; and in gratitude to
his friend, made his caftle a place of refuge to any of
the clan that fhould think himfelf in danger; and as
a proof of reciprocal confidence, Maclean took upon
himfelf and his pofterity the care of educating the
heir of Maclonich.

This ftory, like all other traditions of the High-
Jands, is varioufly related; but though fome cird
cumftances are uncertain, the principal fa&t is true.
Maclean undoubtedly owed his prefervation to Mac-
lonich; for the treaty between the two families has
been ftrictly obferv-d: it did not fink into difufe
and oblivion, but continued in its full force while
the chieftains retained their power. I have read a
demand of protection, made not more than thirty-
feven years ago, for one_of the Maclonichs, named
Ewen Cameran, who had 'been acceffory to the death
of Macmartin, and had been banithed by Lockiel,

his
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his lord;/ for'@)certinterm ; at the expiration of
which he returned married from Framee; but the
Macmartins, not fatisfied with the punifhment, when
he attempted to fettle, ftill threatened him with
vengeance. He therefore afked, and obtained, fhel-
ter in the ifle of Co/.

The power of protetion fubfifts no longer; but
what the law permits is yet continued, and Aaclean
of Col now educates the heir of Maclonich.

There ftill remains in the iflands, thaugh it is
pafling faft away, the cuftom of fofterage. A laird,
a man of wealth and eminence, fends his child,
either male or female, to a tackfman, or tenant, to
be foftered. It is not always his own tenant, but
fome diftant friend, that obtains this honour 3 for an
honour fuch a truft is very reafonably thought. The
terms of fofterage feem to vary in different iflands.
In Mull the father fends with his child a certain num-
ber of cows, to which the fame number is added by
the fofterer. The father appropriates a proportion-
able extent of ground, without rent, for their paftur-
age. If every cow brings a calf, half belongs to the
fofterer, and half to the child; but if there be only
one calf between two cows, it is the child’s, and when
the child returns to the parents, it is accompanied by
all the cows given, both by the father and by the fof-
terer, with half of the increafe of the ftock by propa-
gation. Thefe beafts are confidered as a portion,
and called Macalive cattle, of which the father has
the produce; but is fuppofed not to have the full
property, but to owe the fame number to the
child, as a portion to the daughter, or a ftock for
the fon.

Children
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found’; 'kelp’'is"gathered' and burnt, and floops are
loaded with the concreted athes. Cultivation is likely
to be improved by the fkill and encouragement of
the prefent heir, and the inhabitants of thofe ob-
fcure vallies will partake of the general progrefs of
life. .

The rents of the parts which belong to the duke of
Argyle, have been raifed from fifty-five to one hun-
dred and five pounds, whether from the land or the
fea I cannot tell. - The bounties of the fea have lately
been fo great, that a farmin Soutbuift has rifen in ten
years from a rent of thirty pounds to-one hundred and
cighty. .

He who lives in Co/, and finds himfelf condemned
to folitary meals, and incommunicable reflection, will
find the ufefulnefs of that middle order of tack{men,
which fome who applaud their own wifdom are withing
to deftroy. Without intelligence man is not focial,
he is only gregarious; and little intelligence will
there be, where all are conftrained to daily labour,
and every mind muft wait upon the hand.

After having liftened for fome days to the tempeft,
and wandered about the ifland till our curiofity was
fatisfied, we began to think about our departure. To
leave Co/ in Offober was not very eafy. We however
found a floop which lay on the coaft to carry kelp;
and for a price which we thought levied upon our ne-
ceflities, the mafter agreed to carry us to Mull,
whence we might readily pafs back to Scot/and.

M U L L.

As we were to catch the firft favourable breath,
we {pent the night not very elegantly nor pleafantly
in
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in the veffel] 'and’‘werelanded next day at Tabor
Morar, a port in Mull, which appears to an unex-
perienced eye formed for the fecurity of fhips ; for its
mouth is clofed by a fmall ifland, which admits them
through narrow channels into a bafon fufficiently ca-
pacious. They are indeed fafe from the fea, but
there is a hollow between the mountains, through
which the wind iffues from the land with very mif-
chievous violence. .

There was no danger while we were there, and we
found feveral other veffels at anchor; fo that the port
had a very commercial appearance.

The young laird of Co/, who had determined not to
let us lofe his company, while there was any difficulty
remaining, came over with us. His influence foon
appeared ; for he procured us horfes, and conduéted
us to the houfe of do&tor Maclean, where we found
very kind entertainment and very pleafing converfa-
tion. Mifs Maclean, who was born, and had been
bred at Gl/afgow, having removed with her father to
Mull, added to other qualifications, a great know-
ledge of the Ear/e language, which fhe had not learned
in her childhood, but gained by ftudy, and was the
only interpreter of Ear/e poetry that I could ever find.

The ifle of Mull is perhaps in extent the third of

the Hebrides. It is not broken by waters, nor fhot
into promontories, but is a folid and compact mafs,
of breadth nearly equal to its length. Of the di-
menfions of the larger iflands, there is no know-
ledge approaching to exa@nefs. I am willing to
eftimate it as containing about three Lundred fquare
miles. ’ '

Mull
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Mali had fuffered’like! Sky by the black winter of
feventy-one, in which, contrary to all experience, a
continued froft detained the fnow cight weeks upon
the ground. Againft a calamity never known, no
provifion had been made, and the people could
only pine in helplefs mifery. One tenant was men-
tioned, whofe cattle perithed to the value of three
hundred pounds; a lofs which probably more than
the life of man is neceflary to repair. In countries
like thefe, the defcriptions of famine become intel-
ligible. Where by vigorous and artful cultivation
of a foil naturally fertile, there is commonly a fu-
perfluious growth both of grain and grafs ; where
the fields are crowded with cattle ; and where every
hand is able to attraét wealth from a diftance, by
making fomething that promotes eafe, or gratifies
vanity, a dear year produces only a comparative want,
which is rather feen than felt, and which terminates
commonly in no worfe effe&t, than that of condema-
ing the lower orders of the community to facrifice
a little luxury to convenience, or at moft a litde
convenience to neceffity.

But where the climate is unkind, and the ground
penurious, fo that the moft fruitful years produce
only enough to maintain themfelves ; where life un-
improved, and unadorned, fades into fomething
little more than naked exiftence, and every one is
bufy for himfelf, without any arts by which the
pleafure of others may be increafed ; if to the daily
burden of diftrefs any additional weight be added,
nothing remains but to defpair and die. In Aaif the .
difappointment of a harveft, or a murrain among the
cattle, cuts off the regular provifion ; and they who

have
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yet rémaining))/and the fpeculatift haftily proceeds
to cenfure that negligence and lazinefs that has
omitted for fo long a time fo eafy an improve-
ment.

Ta drop feeds into the ground, and attend their
growth, requires little labour and no fkill. He
who remembers that all the woods, by which the
wants of man have been fupplied from the Deluge
till now, were felf-fown, will not eafily be per-
fuaded to think all the art and preparation neceffary,
which the georgick writers prefcribe to planters,
Trees certainly have covered the earth with very
litle culture. They wave their tops among the
rocks of Norway, and might thrive as well in the
Higblands and Hebrides.

But there is a frightful interval between thc feed
and timber. He that calculates the growth of trees,
has the unwelcome remembrance of the fhortnefs
.of life driven hard upon him. He knows that he
is doing what will never benefit himfelf; and when
he rejoices to fee the ftem rife, is difpofed to repine
that another fhall cut it down.

Plantation is naturally the employment of a mind
unburdened with care, and vacant to futurity, fatu-
rated with prefent good, and at leifure to derive
gratification from the profpe& of pofterity. He
‘that pines with hunger, is in little care how others
fhall be fed. The poor man is feldom ftudious to
make his grandfon rich. It may be foon difcovered,
why in a place, which hardly fupplies the cravings
of neceflity, there has been little attention to the
delights of fancy, and why diftant convenience is
unregarded, where the thoughts are turned with

inceflant
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inceflant folicitude upon every poflibility of imme-
diate advantage.

‘Neither is it quite o eafy to raife large woods, as
may be conceived. Trees intended to produce tim-
ber muft be fown where they are.to grow; and
ground fown with trees muft be kept ufelefs for a long
time, inclofed at an expence from which many will
be difcouraged by the remotenefs of the profit, and
watched with that attention, which, in places where
it is moft needed, will neither be given nor bought.
‘That it cannot be plowed is evident: and if cattle be
fuffered to graze upon it, they will devour the plants
as faft as they rife. Even in coarfer countries, where
herds and flocks are not fed, not only the deer and
the wild goats will browfe upon them, but the hare
and rabbit will nibble them. It is therefore reafon-
able to believe, what I do not remember any natura-
lift to have remarked, that there was a time when
the world was very thinly inhabited by beafts, as well
as men, and that the woods had leifure to rife high
before animals had bred numbers fufficient to inter-
cept them.

Sir Yames Macdonald, in part of the waftes of his

territory, fet or fowed trees, to the number, as I
have been told, of feveral millions, expeéting, doubt-
lefs, that they would grow up into future navies
~and cities; but for want of inclofure, and of that
care which is always neceflary, and will hardly
ever be taken, all his coft and labour have been
loft, and the ground is likely to continue an ufelefs
heath. ,

Having not any experience of a journey in Mull,
we had no doubt of reaching the fea by day-light,

Vor. VIII, Cc - and
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and therefore had not left Dr. Maclean’s very early.
We travelled diligently enough, but found the coun-
try, for road there was none, very difficult to pafs.
We were always ftruggling with fome obftru&ion or
other, and our vexation was not balanced by any
gratification of the eye or mind. We were now
long enough acquainted with hills and heath to have
loft the emotion that they once raifed, whether pleaf-
ing or painful, and had our mind employed only oa
our own fatigue. We were however fure, under
Col’s protetion, of efcaping all real evils. There
was no houfe in Mull to which he could not introduce
us. He had intended to lodge us, for that night,
with a gentleman that lived upon the coaft, but dif-
covered on the way, that he then lay in bed without
hope of life. .

We refolved not to embarrafs a family, in a time
of fo much forrow, if any other expedient could be -
found ; and as the ifland of Ulva was over-againtt us,
it was determined that we fhould pafs the ftrait and
have recourfe to the laird, who, like the other gen-
tlemen of the iflands, was known to Co/. We ex-
pected to find a ferry-boat, but when at laft we came
to the water, the boat was gone.

We were now again at a ftop. It was the fixteenth
of Offober, a time when it is not convenient to fleep
in the Hebrides without 2 cover, and there was no
houfe within our reach, but that which we had already
declined.

UL VA.

While we ftood deliberating, we were happily
efpied from an Irifb thip, that lay at anchor in the
7 frait,



www.libtool.com.cn



388 A JOURNEY TO THE

of a virgin.  The original of this claim, as of our
tenure of berough Englifh, is varioufly delivered. -It
is pleafant to find ancient cuftoms in old families:
This payment, like others, was, for want of money,
made anciently in the produce of the land. Mac-
quarry was ufed to demand a fheep, for which he now
takes a crown, by that inattention to the uncertain
proportion between the value and the denomination
of money, which has brought much diforder into
Europe. A fheep has always the fame power of fup-
plying human wants, but a crown will bring at one
time more, at another lefs.

Ulva - was not negleCted by the piety of ancient
times ; it has {till to fhow what was once a church.

INCH KENNETH.

In the morning we went again into the boat, and
were landed on Inch Kenneth, an ifland about a mile
long, and perhaps half a mile broad, remarkable for
pleafantnefs and ferulity. It is verdant and grafly,
and fit both for pafture and tillage; but it has no
trees. Its only inhabitants were Sir Allan Maclean
and two young ladies, his daughters, with their fervants.

Romance does not often exhibit a fcene that ftrikes
the imagination more than this little defert in thefe
depths of weftern obfcurity, occupied not by a grofs
herdfman, or amphibious fitherman, but by a gen-
tleman and two ladies, of high birth, polifhed man-
ners, and elegant converfation, who, in a habitation
raifed not very far above the ground, but furnithed
with unexpected neatnefs and convenience, practifed
all the kindnefs of hofpitality, and refinement of
courtefy. ‘

Sir
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- Sir Allan'is the chieftain of the great clan of Mac-
Jean, which is faid to claim the fecond place among
the Highland families, yielding only to Macdonald.
Though by the mifconduct of his anceftors, moft of
the extenfive territory, which would have defcended
to him, has been alienated, he ftill retains much of
the dignity and authority of his birth. When fol-
diers were lately wanting for the American war, ap-
plication was made to Sir 4//an, and he nominated a
hundred men for the fervice, who obeyed the fum-
mons, and bore arms under his command.

He had then, for fome time, refided with the
young ladies in Juch Kenneth, where he lives not only
with plenty, but with elegance, having conveyed to
his cottage a collection of books, and what elfe is ne-
ceflary to make his hours pleafant.

When - we landed, we were met by Sir Allan and
the ladies, accompamed by Mifs Macquarry, who
had pafied fome time with them, and now returned
to Ulva with her father.

We all walked together to the manfion, where we
found one cottage for Sir Allan, and I think two
more for the domefticks and the offices. We entered,
and wanted little that palaces afford. Our room was
neatly floored, and well lighted; and our dinner,
which was dreffed in one of the other huts, was plen-
tiful and delicate.

In the afternoon Sir Allan reminded us, that the
day was Sunday, which he never fuffered to pafs
without fome religious diftin&tion, and invited us
to partake in his a&ts of domeftick worfhip; which
I hope neither Mr. Bofwell nor myfelf will be fuf-

Ccg pected
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pected’of -a'difpofition ‘to refufe. The elder of the
ladies read the Englifb fervice.

Inch Kenneth was once a feminary of ecclefiafticks,
fubordinate, I fuppofe, to Icolmkill. Sir Allan had
a mind to trace the foundation of the college, but
neither [ nor Mr. Bofwell, who bends a keener eys on
wacancy, were able to perceive them.

Our attention, however, was fufficiently engaged
by a venerable chapel, which ftands yet entire, except
that the roof is gone. It is about fixty feet in length,
and thirty in breadth. On one fide of the altar is a
bas-relief of the bleffed Virgin, and by it lies a little
bell ; which, though cracked, and without a clap-
per, has remained there for ages, guarded only by
the venerablenefs of the place. The ground round
the chapel is covered with grave-ftones of chiefs and
Indies ; and ftill continues to be a place of fepul-
ture.

Inch Kenneth is a proper prelude to Icolmkill. It
was not without fome mournful emotion that we con-
templated the ruins of religious ftructures, and the
monuments of the dead.

On the next day we took a more diftin view of
the place, and went with the boat to fee oyfters in
the bed, out of which the boat-men forced up as
many as were wanted. Even Inmch Kenneth has a
fubordinate ifland, named Sandiland, 1 fuppofe in
contempt, where we landed, and found a rock,
with a furface of perhaps four acres, of which one
is naked ftone, another fpread with fand and fhells,
fome of which I.picked up for their gloffy beauty,
and two covered with a little earth and grafs, on

which
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were/preparing (toCatteft 1his virtues, perifhed in the
paffage between Ulva and Inch Kennetb.

Sir Allan, to whom the whole region was well
known, told us of a very remarkable cave, to which
he would fhow us the way. . We had been difap-
pointed already by one cave, and were not much
elevated by the expectation of another.

It was yet better to fee it, and we ftopped at fome
rocks on the coaft of Mxl/l. The mouth is fortified
by vaft fragments of ftone, over which we made our
way, neither very nimbly, nor very fecurely. The
place, however, well repaid our trouble. The bot-
tom, as far as the flood rufthes in, was encumbered
with large pebbles, but as we advanced was {pread
over with fmooth fand. The breadth is about forty-
five feet: the roof rifes in an arch, almoft regular,
to a height which we could not meafure ; but I think
it about thirty feet,

This part of our curiofity was nearly fruftrated;
for though we went to fee a cave, and knew that
caves are dark, we forgot to carry tapers, and did
not difcover our omiffion till we were wakened by
our wants. Sir A/lan then fent one of the boatmen
into the country, who foon returned with one little
candle. We were thus enabled to go forward, but
could not venture far. Having paffed inward from
the fea to a great depth, we found on the right hand
a narrow paflage, perhaps not more than fix feet
wide, obftructed by great ftones, over which we
climbed, and came into a fecond cave in breadth
twenty-five feet. The air in this apartment was
very warm, but not oppreflive, nor loaded with va-
pours. Our light fhowed no tokens of a feculent

or
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or corruptéd/atmofpherel CHere was a fquare ﬁone,
called, as we are told, Fingal’s table.

If we had been provided with torches, we fhould
have proceeded in our fearch, though we had al-
ready gone as far as any former adventurer, except
fome who are reported never to have returned; and
meafuring our way back, we found it more than a
hundred and fixty yards, the eleventh part of a
mile.

Our meafures were not critically exact, having
been made with a walking pole, fuch as it is con-
venient to carry in thefe rocky countries, of which
I guefled the length by ftanding againft it. In this
there could be no great error, nor do I much doubt
but the Highlander, whom we employed, reported
the number right. More nicety however is better,
and no man fhould travel unprovided with inftru-
ments for taking heights and diftances.

There is yet another caufe of error not always
eafily furmounted, though more dangerous to the
veracity of itinerary narratives, than imperfe¢t men-
furation. An obferver deeply impreflfed by any re-
markable fpettacle, does not fuppofe, that the traces
will foon vanifh from his mind, and having com-
monly no great convenience for writing, defers the
defeription to a time of more leifure and better
accommodation. :

He who has not made the experiment, or who is
not accuftomed to require rigorous accuracy from
himfelf, will fcarcely believe how much a few hours
take from certainty of knowledge, and diftinétnefs
of imagery; how the fucceffion of objets will be
broken, how feparate parts will be. confufed, and

how
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how ‘many.''particular’ features and difcriminations
will be compreffed and conglobated into one grofs
and general idea. '

To this dilatory notation muft be imputed the
falfe relations of travellers, where there is no hnha-
ginable motive to deceive. They trufted to me-
mory what cannot be trulted fafely but to the eye,
and told by guefs what a few hours before they had
known with certainty. Thus it was that Wbesler
and Spen defcribed with irreconcilable contrariety
things which they furveyed together, and which
both undoubtedly defigned to fhow as they faw
them.

When we had fatisfied our curiofity in the cave,
fo far as our penury of light permitted us, we clam-
bered again to our boats, and proceeded along the
coaft of Mas/l to a headland, called A4tam; remark~
able for the columnar form of the rocks; which rife
in a feries of pilafters, with a degree of regularity,
which Sir Allan thinks not lefs worthy of curiofity
than the fhore of Staffa.

Not long after we came to another range of black
rocks, which had the appearance of broken pilafters,
fet one behind another to a great depth. This place
was chofen by Sir Allan for our dinners, We were
eafily accommodated with feats, for the ftones were
of all heights, and refrefhed ourfelves and-our boat-
men, who could have no other reft till we were at
Kecolmkill. : -

The evening was now approaching, and we were
yet at a confiderable diftance from the end of our
expedition. We could therefore ftop no more to
make remarksin the way, but fet forward: with fome

' degree
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the dignity 'of 'thinking beéings. . Far from ‘me and”:,
from my friends be fuch frigid philofophy as may
condu& us indifferent and unmoved over." any
ground which has been dignified by wifdom, bravery,
or virtue. . That man is little to be envied, whofe
patriotifm would not gain force upon the plain of
Maratbon, or whofe piety would not grow warmer
among the ruins of Jona.

We came too late to vifit monuments : fome care
was neceflary for ourfelves. Whatever was in the
ifland, Sir Allan could demand, for the inhabitants
were Macleans ; but having little they could not
give us-much. He went to the headman of the
ifland, whom fame, but fame delights in amplifying,
reprefents as worth no lefs than fifty pounds. He
was perhaps proud enough of his guefts, but ill pre-
pared for our entertainment ; however, he foon pro-
duced more provifion than men not luxurious re-
quire.e Our lodging was next to be provided. We
found a barn well ftocked with hay, and made our
beds as foft as we could.

In the morning we rofe and furveyed the place.
The churches of the two convents are both ftanding,
though unroofed. They were built of unhewn ftone,
but folid, and not inelegant. I brought away rude
meafures of the buildings, fuch as I cannot much
truft myfelf, inaccurately taken, and obfcurely
noted. Mr. Pennant’s delineations, which are
doubtlefs exact, have made my unfkilful defcription
lefs neceffary. :

The epifcopal church confifts of two parts, fe-
parated by the belfry, and buile at different times.
The original church had, like others, the altar at

one
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3% one end, 'and tower at the other ; but as it grew too

fmall, another building of equal dimenfion was
added, and the tower then was neceffarily in the
middle.

That thefe edifices are of different ages feems
evident. The arch of the firft church is Roman,
being part of a circle; that of the additional build-
ing is pointed and therefore Gothick or Saracenical ;
the tower is firm, and wants only to be floored and
covered.

Of the chambers or cells belonging to the monks,
there are fome walls remaining, but nothing ap-
proaching to a complete apartment.

The bottom of the church is fo encumbered with
mud and rubbifh, that we could make no difcoveries
of curious infcriptions, and what there are have been
already publithed. The place is fzid to be known
where the black ftones lie concealed, on which the
old Highland chiefs, when they made contrats and
alliances, ufed to take the oath, which was con-
fidered as more facred than any other obligation, and
which could not be violated without the blackeft
infamy. In thofe days of violence and rapine, it
was of great importance to imprefs upon favage
minds the fantity of an oath, by fome particular
and extraordinary circynftances. They would not
have recourfe to the black ftones, upon fmall or
common occafions, and when they had eftablithed
their faith by this tremendous fanétion, mconftancy
and treachery were no longer feared.

The chapel of the nunnery is now ufed by the
inhabitants as a kind of general cow-houfe, and the
bottom is confequently too miry for. examination.

Some
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Some of the ftones which covered the later abbeffes
have infcriptions, which might yet be read, if the
chapel were cleanfed. The roof of this, as of all
the other buildings, is totally deftroyed, not only
becaufe timber quickly decays when it is neglected,
but becaufe in an ifland utterly deftitute of wood,
it was wanted for ufe, and was confequently the
firft plunder of needy rapacity.

The chancel of the nuns’ chapel is covered with
an arch of ftone, to which time has done no injury;
and a fmall apartment communicating with the
choir, on the north fide, like the chapter-houfe in
cathedrals, roofed with ftone in the fame manner,
is likewife entire.

In one of the churches was a marble altar, which
the fuperftition of the inhabitants has deftroyed.
Their opinion was, that a fragment of this ftone
was a defence againft fhipwrecks, fire, and mifcar-
riages. In one corner of the church the bafon for
holy water is yet unbroken.

The cemetery of the nunnery was, till very lately,
regarded with fuch reverence, that only women
were buried in it. Thefe reliques of veneration
always produce fome mournful pleafure. I could
have forgiven a great injury more eafily than the
violation of this imaginary fan{tity.

South of the chapel ftand the walls of a large
room, which was probably the hall, or refe®ory of
the nunnery. This apartment is capable of repair.
Of the reft of the convent there are only frag-
ments.

Befides the two principal churchcs, there are, 1
think, five chapels yet ftanding, and three moce

remem-
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does ‘antiquarian ‘credulity, or patriotick vanity pre-
vail, that it was not much more fafe to truft the eye
of our inftruétor than the memory.

There is in the ifland one houfe more, and only
one, that has a chimney; we entered it, and found
it neither wanting repair nor inhabitants; but to the

- farmers, who now poflefs it, the chimney is of no
great value ; for their fire was made on the floor, in
the middle of the room, and notwithftanding the
dignity of their manfion, they rejoiced, like their
neighbours, in the comforts of fmoke.

It is obferved, that ecclefiaftical colleges are al-
ways in the moft pleafant and fruitful places. While
the world allowed the monks their choice, it is furely
no difhonour that they chofe well. This ifland is
remarkably fruitful. The village near the churches
¥ faid to contain feventy families, which, at five
in a family, is more than a hundred inhabitants to a
mile. There are perhaps other villages; yet both
corn and cattle are annually exported.

But the fruitfulnefs of Iona is now its whole
profperity.  The inhabitants are remarkably grofs,
and remarkably neglected: I know not if they are
vifited by any minifter. The ifland, which was
once the metropolis of learning and piety, has now
no fchool for education, nor temple for worfhip,
only two inhabitants that can fpeak Englih, and
not one that can write or read.

The people are of the clan of Maclean; and
though Sir Allan had not been in the place for
many years, he was received with all the reverence
due to their chieftain. One of them being fharply
reprehended by him, for not fending him fome rum,

declared
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declared after/'his' 'departure,’-in Mr. Bofwell’s pré-
fence, that he had no defign of difappointing him,
Jor, faid he, I would cut my bones for bim ; and if be
bad fent bis dog for it, be fbould bave bad it.

When we were to depart, our boat was left by
the ebb at a great diftance from the water, but no
fooner did we wifh it afloat, than the iflanders ga-’
thered round it, and, by the union of many hands,
pufhed it down the beach; every man who could
contribute his help feemed to think himfelf happy
in the opportunity of being, for a moment, ufeful
to his chief.

We now left thofe illuftrious ruins, by which Mr..
Bofwell was much affected, nor would I willingly
be thought to have looked upon them without fome
emotion. Perhaps, in the revolutions of the world,
Iona may be fometime again the inftrutrefs of the'
weftern regions.

It was no long voyage to Mull, where, under Sir
Allan’s prote&tion, we landed in the evening, and
were entertained for the night by Mr. Maclean, a
minifter that lives upon the coaft, whofe elegance of
converfation, and ftrength of judgment, would make
him confpicuous in places of greater celebrity. Next
day we dined with Dr. Maclean, another phyfician,
and then travelled on to the houfe of a very power-
ful laird, Maclean of Lochbuy; for in this country
every man’s name is Maclean.

Where races are thus numerous, and thus com-
bined, none but the chief of a clan is addreffed by
his name. The laird of Dunvegan is called Macleod,
but other gentlemen of the fame family are deno-
minated by the places where they refide, as Raa/ay

Vor. VIII, Dd or
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or Taliker. The diftin&ion of the meaner people
is made by their chriftian names. In confequence
of this prattice, the late laird of Macfariane, an
eminent genealogift, confidered himfelf as difre-
{peCfully treated, if the common addition was ap-
plied to him. Mr. Macfariane, faid he, may with
equal propriety be faid to many ; but I, and I only,
am Macfarlane.

Our afternoon journey was through a country of
fuch gloomy defolation, that Mr. Bofwell thoughe
no part of the Highlands equally terrifick, yet we
came without any difficulty, at evening, to Lochbuy,
where we found a true Highland laird, rough and
haughty, and tenacious of his dignity ; who, hear-
ing my name, enquired whether I was of the Fobr-
Jons of Glencoe, or of Ardnamurchan ?

Lochbuy has, like the eother infular chieftains,
quitted the caftle that fheltered his anceftors, and
lives near it, in a manfion not very fpacious or
fplendid. I have feen no houfes in the iflands much
to be envied for convenience or magnificence, yet
they bear teftimony to the progrefs of arts and civi-
lity, as they fhew that rapine and furprife are no
longer dreaded, and are much more commodious
than the ancient fortreffes.

The caftles of the Hebrides, many of which are
ftanding, and many ruined, were always buile upon
points of land, on the margin of the fea. For the
choice of this fituation there muft have been fome
general reafon, which the change of manners has
left in obfcurity. They were of no ufe in the days
of piracy, as defences of the coaft; for it was
equally acceffible in other places. Had they been

: fea-
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fea-marks o' light'houfes; “they would have been of
more ufe to the invader than the natives, who could
want no fuch direttions on their own waters: for a
watch-tower, a cottage on a hill would have been
better, as it would have commanded a wider view.

If they be confidered merely as places of retreat,
the fituation feems not well chofen ; for the laird of
an ifland is fafeft from foreign enemies in the center:
on the coaft he might be more fuddenly furprifed
than in the inland parts; and the invaders, if their
enterprife mifcarried, might more eafily retreat.
Some convenience, however, whatever it was, their
pofition on the fhore afforded; for uniformity of
practice feldlom continues long without good
reafon.

A ‘caftle in the iflands is only a fingle tower of
three or four ftories, of which the walls are fome-
times eight or nine feet thick, with narrow windows, -
and clofe winding ftairs of ftone. The top rifes in
a cone, or pyramid of ftone, encompafled by bat-
tlements, The intermediate floors are fometimes
frames of timber, as in common houfes, and fome-
times arches of ftone, or alternately ftone and tim-
ber ; fo that there was very little danger from fire.
In the center of every floor, from top to bottom,
is the chief room, of no great'extent, round which
there are narrow cavities, or recefles formed by
fmall vacuities, or by a double wall. I know not
whether there be ever more than one fire-place.
They had not capacity to contain many people, or
much provifion; but their enemies could feldom
ftay to blockade them; for if they failed in the firft
attack, their next care was to efeape.

Dd2 The
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The'walls“were always' too ftrong to be fhaken by
fuch defultory hoftilities; the windows were too
narrow to be entered, and the battlements too high
to be fcaled. The only danger was at the gates,
over which the wall was built with a fquare cavity,
not unlike a chimney, continued to the top.
Through this hollow the defendants let fall ftones
upon thofe who attempted to break the gate, and
poured down water, perhaps fcalding water, if the
attack was made with fire. The caftle of Lochbay
was fecured by double doors, of which the outer
was an iron grate.

In every caftle is a well and 2 dungeon. The ufe
of the well is evident. The dungeon is a deep fub-
terraneous cavity, walled on the fides, and arched
on the top, into which the defcent is through a nar-
row door, by a ladder or a rope, fo that it feems im-
poflible to efcape, when the rope or ladder is drawn
up. The dungeon was, I fuppofe, in war, a prifon
for fuch captives .as were treated with feverity; and
in peace, for fuch delinquents as had committed
crimes within the laird’s jurifdi&tion ; for the man-
fions of many lairds were, till the late privation of
their privileges, the halls of juftice to their own
tenants.

As thefe fortifications were the produtions of
mere neceffity, they are built only for fafety, with
little regard to convenience, and with none to ele-
gance or pleafure. It was fufficient for a laird of
the Hebrides, if he had a ftrong houfe, in which he
could hide his wife and children from the next clan.
That they are not large nor fplendid is no wonder.
It is not eafy to find how they are raifed, fuch as

they
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they are, 'by men who had 'no money, in countries
where the labourers and artificers could fcarcely be
fed. The buildings in different parts of the iflands
fhew their degrees of wealth and power. I believe
that for all the caftles which I have feen beyond the
Tweed, the ruins yet remaining of fome one of thofe
which the Engli/b built in #ales, would fupply ma-
terials,

‘Thefe caftles afford another evidence that the
fiCtions of romantick chivalry had for their bafis the
real manners of the feudal times, when every lord
_of a feignory lived in his hold lawlefs and unac-
countable, with all the licentioufnefs and infolence
of uncontefted fuperiority and unprincipled power.
The traveller, whoever he might be, coming to the
fortified habitation of a chieftain, would, probably,
have been interrogated from the battlements, ad-
mitted with caution at the gate, introduced to ‘a
petty monarch, fierce with habitual hoftility, and
vigilant with ignorant fufpicion; who, according to
his general temper, or accidental humour, would
have feated a ftranger as his gueft at the table, or as
a fpy confined him in the dungeon.

Lochbuy means the 2ellow Lake, which is the
name given to an inlet of the fea, upon which the
caftle of Mr. Maclean ftands. The reafon of the
appellation we did not learn.

‘We were now to leave the Hebdrides, where we had
fpent fome wecks with fufficient amufement, and
where we had amplified our thoughts with new fcenes
of nature, and new modes of life. More time would
have given us a more diftinét view, but it was ne-
ccﬂ'ary that Mr. Bofwell fhould return before the

Dd3 courts
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courts 'of 'juftice' were 'opened ; and it was not pro-
per to live oo long upon hofpitality, however libe-
rally imparted.

Of thefe iflands it muft be confeffed, that they have
not many allurements, but to. the mere lover of
naked nature. The inhabitants are thin, provifions
are fcarce, and defolation and penury give little
pleafure.

The people colletively confidered are not few,
though their numbers are fmall in proportion to the
fpace which they occupy. Mull is faid to contain fix
thoufand, and Sky fifteen thoufand. Of the com-
putation refpeting Mull, 1 can give no account;
but when I doubted the truth of the numbers attri-
buted to Sky, one of the minifters exhibited fuch
falts as conquered my incredulity.

Of the proportion, which the produ& of any re-
gion bears to the people, an eftimate is commonly
made according to the pecuniary price of the necef-
faries of life; a principle of judgment which is
never ceitain,. becaufe it fuppofes, what is far from
truth, that the value of money is always the fame,
and fo meafures an unknown quantity by an uncer-
tain ftandard. Tt is competent enough when the
markets of the fame country, at different times, and
thofe times not too diftant, are to be compared ;
but of very little ufe for the purpofe of making one
nation acquainted with the ftate of another. Pro-
vifions, though plentiful, are fold in places of great
pecuniary opulence for nominal prices, to which,
however f{carce, where gold and filver are yet
fcarcer, they can never be raifed.

In
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From/ Lochbuy we rodeca very few miles to the
fide of Mull, which faces Scotiand, where, having
taken leave of our kind protetor, Sir Allan, we em-
barked in a boat, in which the feat provided for our
accommodation was a heap of rough brufhwood;
and on the twenty-fecond of Offober repofed at a
tolerable inn on the main land.

On the next day we began our journey fouthwards
The weather was tempeftuous. For half the day
the ground was rough, and our horfes were ftill
fmall. Had they required much reftraint, we might
have been reduced to difficulties; for I think we
had amongft us but one bridle. We fed the poor
animals liberally, and they performed their journey
well. In the latter part of the day we came to a
firm and fmooth road, made by the foldiers, on
which we travelled with great fecurity, bufied with
contemplating the fcene about us. The night came
on while we had yet a great part of the way to go,
though not fo dark, but that we could difcern the
cataraéts which poured down the hills on one
fide, and fell into one general channel that ran
with great violence on the other. The wind was
loud, the rain was heavy, and the whiftling of
the blaft, the fall of the fhower, the ruth of the
cataralts, and the roar of the torrent, made a nobler
chorus of the rough mufick of nature than it had
ever been my chance to hear before. The ftreams,
which ran crofs the way from the hills to the main
current, were fo frequent, that after a while I be-
gan to count them; and, in ten miles, reckoned
fifty-five, probably miffing fome, and having let
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haps/not/more than half an acre, remarkable for the
ruins of an old caftle, on which the ofprey builds
her annual nett. Had Loch Lomond been in a hap-
pier climate, it would have been the boaft of wealth
and vanity to own one of the little fpots which it
inclofes, and to have employed upon it all the arts
of embellithment. But as it is, the iflets, which
court the gazer at a diftance, difguft him at his ap-
proach, when he finds, inftead of foft lawns and
fhady thickets, nothing more than uncultivated
ruggednefs.

Where the loch difcharges itfelf into a river called
the Leven, we pafled a night with Mr. Smollet, a re-
lation of do&or §mollet, to whofe memory he has
raifed an obelifk on the bank near the houfe in which
he was born. The civility and refpe& which we found
at every place, it is ungrateful to omit, and tedious
to repeat. Here we were met by 2 poft-chaife, that
conveyed us to Glafgow.

To defcribe a city fo much frequented as Gla/gow,
is unneceffary, ‘The profperity of its commerce ap-
pears by the greatnefs of many private houfes, and a
general appearance of wealth. It is the only epifco-
pal city whofe cathedral was left ftanding in the rage
of Reformation. It is now divided into many fepa-
rate places of worfhip, which, taken all together,
compofe a great pile, that had been fome centuries in
building, but was never finithed; for the change of
religion intercepted its progrefs, before the crofs ifle
was added, which feems eflential to a Gothick ca-
thedral.

The college has not had a fufficient fhare of the
increaling magnificence of the place. The feffion
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ignoranicé; 'not“inadequate to the purpofes of com-
mon life, which is, 1 believe, very widely diffufed
among them, and which, countenanced in general
by a national combination fo invidious, that their
friends cannot defend it, and actuated in particulars
by a fpirit of enterprife, fo vigorous, that their ene-
mies are conftrained to praife it, enables them to find,
or to make their way to employment, riches, and
diftinétion.

From Glafgow we direted our courfe to Auchin-
leck, an eftate devolved, through a long feries of
anceftors, to Mr. Bofwell’s father, the prefent pof-
feflor. In our way we found feveral places remark-
able enough in themfelves, but already defcribed by
thofe who viewed them at more leifure, or with
much more fkill; and ftopped two days at Mr.
Campbell’s, a gentleman married to Mr. Bofwell’s
fitter.

Auchinleck, which fignifies a ffony field, feems not
now to have any particular claim to its denomina-
tion. It is a diftrict generally level, and fufficiently
fertile, but, like all the weftern fide of Scotland,
incommoded by very frequent rain. It was, with
the reft of the country, generally naked, till the pre-
fent pofieflor finding, by the growth of fome ftately
trees near his old caftle, that the ground was favour-
able enough to timber, adorned it very diligently
with annual plantations.

Lord Auchinleck, who is one of the judges of
Scotland, and therefore not wholly at leifure for do-
meftick bufinefs or pleafure, has yet found time to
make improvements in his patrimony. He has
built a houfe of hewn ftone, very ftately’ and dur-

able,
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half'a'century ‘provincial and ruftick, even to them.
felves. The great, the learned, the ambitious, and
the vain, all cultivate the Englifs phrafe, and the
Engli/b pronunciation, and in fplendid companies
Scotch is not much heard, except now and then from
an old lady.

There is one fubjet of philofophical curiofity to
be found in Edinburgh, which no other city has to
fhew; a college of the deaf and dumb, who are
taught w fpeak, to read, to write, and to prac-
tife arithmetick, by a gentleman, whofe name is
Braidwood. The number which attends him is, I
think, about twelve, which he brings together into
a lictle fchool, and inftruéts according to their feve-
ral degrees of proficiency.

I do not mean to mention the inftruttion of the
deaf as new. Having been firft practifed upon the
fon of a conftable of Spain, it was afterwards culti-
vated with much emvlation in England, by Wallis
and Holder, and was lately profefled by Mr. Baker,
who once flattered me with hopes of feeing his me-
thod publifhed. How far any former teachers have
fucceeded, it is not eafy to know ; the improvement
of Mr. Braidwood’s pupils is wonderful. They not
only fpeak, write, and underftand what is writ
ten, but if he that fpeaks looks towards them,
and modifies his organs by diftin& and full utter-
ance, they know fo well what is fpoken, thatitis
an expreflion fcarcely figurative to fay, they hear
with the eye. That any have attained to the
power mentioned by Burnet, of feeling founds, by
laying a hand on the fpeaker’s mouth, I know not;
but I have feen fo much, that I can believe more;
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Such/'dre '‘the” things‘which this journey has given
me an opportunity of feeing, and fuch are the reflec-
tions which that fight has raifed. Having paffed my
time almoft wholly in cities, I may have been fur-
prifed by modes of life and appearances of nature, that
are familiar to men of wider furvey and more varied
converfation. Novelty and ignorance muft always be
reciprocal, and I cannot but be confcious that my
thoughts on national manners, are the thoughts of one
who has feen but little.

END OF THE EIGHTH VOLUME,

vt



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



