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64 VIOLENCE OF THE POPE

Pontiff had gone too far. Even his allies resented his
violence, and King Ferdinand told Guicciardini, the
Florentine envoy at the Court of Spain, that he had
no intention of allowing the Pope to seize Ferrara
and become another Borgia.!

! Luxio, op. cit., p. 87.
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92 ELISABETTA’S GENTLE ANSWER

those who invent these slanders, and who, in my
judgment, are sufficiently punished by seeing how
hateful they become in the eyes of all virtuous and
honest persons. I will only thank you once more for
your loving words to me on this matter.”?

1 V. Cian in Giomn, St, d. Lett. It., viii.
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FOR THE LAST TIME 109

she had not seen since those brilliant days of old. It
was for the last time; Maximilian’s throne was
already tottering to its fall, and before the year was
over he had been driven into exile, and the victor
of Marignano was reigning in his stead.
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HIS AFFECTION FOR ISABELLA 158

he was entrusted with the education of Pirro and
Camilla Gonzaga's orphan daughter, Lucrezia, he
often recalled the joyous days which he had spent
in Mantua, and caused the memory of the Marchesa
and her friends to live again in his immortal pages.
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822 THE EMPEROR GOES TO MAN

favourable impression on Charles V. and
improved his position, took his leave at th
time with the Duke and Duchess of Savoy
the Duke of Ferrara hastened to Modena to
the Emperor on his way to Mantua.
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