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68 BEGINNINGS OF SPIRITUAL REVIVAL cuavr.

provoking one another to love and to good works. The
regularity of their behaviour gave occasion to a young gentle-
man of the College to say, ‘I think we have got a new set of
Methodists)—alluding to a set of physicians who began to
flourish at Rome about the time of Nero, and continued for
several ages.” But Charles Wesley says that the name of
Methodist *“was bestowed upon himself and his friends
because of their strict conformity to the method of study
_ prescribed by the statutes of the University,” and
Wesley's this seems a much more likely explanation; for
what would a giddy undergraduate know about a
set of physicians in the time of Nero? In another passage
John Wesley also gives this as an alternative explanation.
““The name was,” Wesley continues, ‘‘ new and quaint ; it
clave to them immediately ; and from that time both those
four young gentlemen, and all that had any religious connexion
with them, were distinguished by the name of Metkodists. In
the four or five years following, another and another were
added to the number, till in the year 1735 there were four-
teen of them who constantly met together. Three of these
were tutors in their several colleges; the rest Bachelors of
Arts or undergraduates. They were all precisely of one
judgment as well as of one soul ; all tenacious of order to the
last degree, and observant, for conscience’ sake, of every rule
of the Church, and every statute both of the university and
of their respective colleges. They were all orthodox in every
point, firmly believing not only the Three Creeds, but whatso-
ever they judged to be the doctrine of the Church of England,
as contained in her Articles and Homilies. As to that
practice of the Apostolic Church (which continued till the
time of Tertullian, at least in many Churches), the having all
things in common, they had no rule, nor any formed design
concerning it; but it was so in effect, and it could not be
otherwise, for none could want anything that another could
spare. This was the infancy of the work. They had no
conception of anything that would follow. Indeed, they took
‘no thought for the morrow,’ desiring only to live to-day.”
In 1730 they began visiting the prisoners in gaol and the
sick, and to the Wesleys’ great satisfaction they received the
hearty approval of their father at Epworth. The original four
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vi THE COUNTESS OF HUNTINGDON 89

even as a provincial archbishop. He would have been
carrying his crosier into his brethren’s provinces and generally
rendering diocesan (as he did parochial) government and
unity impossible. And the days were not yet when even
a Countess of Huntingdon could be allowed to usurp some
of the episcopal functions, such as the appointment of
ministers and the cancelling of such appointments at her sole
will or whim. Perhaps if Convocation had been sitting some
modus vivends might have been found. As it was, exaggerated
individualism on both sides brought with it its customary
Nemesis.

AUTHORITIES. —In addition to the authorities at the end of the last
chapter may be noted Dict. Nat. Biog., article * Fletcher of Madeley'' and
authorities cited therein. Fletcher's Works, 8 vols., 1836, should be consulted
especially for his correspondence. The Life and Times of Selina, Countess
of Huntingdon, by a member of the Houses of Shirley and Hastings, 2 vols.
1839, is full and accurate. Mr. Quiller-Couch has given in his Hetty Wesley
a living picture of the time and of the characters of the Wesley family. The
best Life of George Whitefield is that by the Rev. J. P. Gledstone. Some
striking extracts from the Walker-Wesley correspondence will be found in
an able article in the Safurday Review for March 28, 1891, of which Canon
Overton thought so highly that he wished to thank the author for it. But the
author, the Rev. Thomas Hancock, a high authority on the whole period, was
dead before it was discovered who had written the article, and then Overton
was gone also. Details of the Yatton epileptic will be found in the Encycl,
Brit., sixth edition, article ** Possession."’
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112 BENSON, BUTLER, AND SECKER CHAP.

Works both of Clarke and Butler. The whole episode is
alike creditable both to the precocious and unknown youth
of twenty-one and to the matured and famous writer, who was
at the very time measuring swords with the formidable Dr.
Waterland. It is pleasing to add that the relations between
the correspondents did not end with the correspondence.
Clarke continued to take an interest in Butler, and was
largely instrumental in his becoming not only a member but
a clergyman of the Church of England.

For Butler abandoned the idea of the Presbyterian ministry
and determined to take holy orders. For this purpose he
persuaded his father, though reluctant, to consent to his going
to Oxford, and in March 1715 he entered at Oriel College.
Oxford did not impress him favourably. Its frivolous lecturers
and its unintelligible disputations interrupted instead of help-
ing his studies, and, as he told his friend Clarke, he thought
of migrating to Cambridge. One thing, however, he owed to
Oriel, for which he had reason to be deeply grateful. He
made thcre the acquaintance of a resident fellow, Edward
Talbot, son of William Talbot then Bishop of Oxford, and
successively of Salisbury and Durham, who proved the
staunchest and most influential of friends. Possibly the
friendship of Talbot was the cause of his not leaving Oxford
for Cambridge. At any rate, he took his degree from Oriel
in 1718, and was in the same year ordained deacon
and priest by his friend's father, Dr. Talbot, then
Bishop of Salisbury. He was immediately appointed, through
the influence of Bishop Talbot and Dr. Clarke, who was
Rector of St. James’s, Piccadilly, Preacher at the Rolls Chapel.
The appointment of so young a man, only just ordained, to
such a post was a bold venture, but it is needless to add that
Butler more than justified it. It was at the Rolls Chapel

that he preached his famous Fifreen Sermons,
The FUleem which are almost of equal value with the Analogy

itsell. They are only specimens of his preaching,
for he himself tells the reader in the Preface “that he is
not to look for any particular reason for the choice of the
greatest part of these discourses, their being taken from
amongst many others preached in the same place, through
a course of eight years, being in a great measure accidental.”

Ordination.
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CHAP. XIV EDMUND BURKE 219

persistently strove to redress the grievances of his poor
countrymen, the Irish, who were, he thought, harshly treated
by the dominant faction. He advocated with all the warmth
and vehemence of his nature the cause of the natives
of India against Warren Hastings, whom he regarded,
rightly or wrongly, as a corrupt tyrant whose oppressions
tarnished the British rule. In 1780 he made an attempt to
mitigate the evils of the slave trade; in 1788 he declared in
Parliament that he desired its total abolition, and in 1789
praised highly the speech with which William Wilberforce
introduced his resolutions on the subject.

In short, up to 1789, he had always lent his powerful aid
to the cause of liberty, so far, that is, as he could do so con-
sistently with his strong churchmanship, which was far more
enlightened than that of most of his contemporaries. But he
always drew the line at infidelity, was not friendly towards the
dissenters, had no sympathy with the clergy who desired relief
from subscription to the Church’s formularies, and opposed
therefore the Feathers’ Tavern petition in 1772. These very
intelligible limitations to his liberalism should be borne in
mind in judging the opinions that he formed in 1789, and
which he eagerly inculcated during the remaining eight years
of his life. His inconsistency was apparent rather than
real. He foresaw sooner and more clearly than most men
what the results of the French Revolution would be. “I am
for liberty,” he said, “but for liberty only in the guise of
order”; and he foresaw in its early stages that the French
Revolution meant disorder, and disorder in that which he
ever regarded as the highest region of all, the region of
religion. So while others, with whom he had hitherto acted,
were sympathising with the French people, Burke saw the
real drift of the movement and acted accordingly. Though a
true friend of the people, he was never an anarchist ; though a
true friend of toleration, he was ever a sworn foe of irreligion.

Was he wrong in thinking that anarchy and irrcligion
would be the result of the great upheaval in France, and in
fearing that the shock would be felt in England .
also? At any rate, he did think and fear this from the French
the autumn of 1789, and the intensity of his con- Revolutio
viction grew as the movement developed. Accordingly, in
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xx COLONIAL AND MISSIONARY WORK 345

examined and published many documents preserved at Fulham Palace and
elsewhere, which were before unknown. Sabine's Biographical Sketches of
Loyalists, a vols., Boston, 1864, may also be consulted with advantage. The
history of the C.M.S. has been written by Mr. Eugene Stock in the Jubilee
volume, See also the Memoirs of the Missionary Secretariate of Henry Venn,
by Wm. Knight ; and Eclectic Notes, edited by Pratt. A full account of Dr.
Jonathan Mayhew and of the movement he represented will be found in ZAe
Literary History of the American Revolution, 1763-1783, by Professor Moses
Coit Tyler, 2 vols., 1897.

.o
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358 RELATIONS WITH SISTER CHURCHES cn. xxi

in Dict. Nat. Biog. For Scotland reference should be made to Overton's
Nonjurors. The Moravian problem has been recently discussed in (1) Zke
Beginnings of the Brethren's Church in England, by Gerhard A. Wauer, tr.
John Elliott, 1901, and (2) in the Report of the Committee appointed by the
Synod of the Moravian Church, i Great Britain, for the purpose of inguiring
into the possibility of more friendly relations on the part of this Church with
the Anglican Church. Adopted by the Synod of 1903.
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