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-LIST OF PAPERS

Relative to the Recent Proceedings of the
MarQuess WELLESLEY AND THE EARL

or Morra, for the purpose of forming
a New Administration, 1812.

Introductory Paper marked (A) for the purpose of ex-
plaining the several ‘documents.

No. 1.
_ Minute of Mr. Canmng"s Commumcatlon to the Earl of
Liverpool, May 23rd.

No. 2.
Lord Liverpool’s Letter to Mr. Canning, May 28rd.

No. 3
Lord Melville’s Letter to Mr. Canning, May 23rd.
' No. 4.
Miniite of Lord Wellesley’s commumcat.)n to iords
Grey and Grenville, May 23rd. '
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No. 5

Lord Moira’s Letter-te Lord Wellesloy, dated 23rd May,
_relative to No. 4.

. No. .6.

“Loid ' Lansdowne’s Letter :t6 Lord Wellesley, ‘dated 23d
May, relative to No: 4.

No. 7.
Lord Holland’s Letter to Lord Wellesley, dated 23d May,
. relative to No. 4.

No. s.

| Memorandum from Lords Grey and Grenville, May 24th,
in Reply to Lord Wellesley’s Minute, No. 4.

No.9.

Lord Wellesley to Lord Grey, dated 27th May; commu-
nicating the Termination of Lord Wellesley’s Com-
mission, . ’

No. 10.

Mr. Canninj’s Statement to Lord Melville, inclosed in
No..9. :
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NOJ "lrl'
" ard Melvilie’s Communication to'Ms, Canning, inclosed
in No. 9. C ; '

No. 12.

Lord Grey to Lord Wellesley, 27th May, on the Subject
of some Words in Mr. Canning’s Minute, No. 1 5 of his
Commaunication to Lord Liverpool.

No. 13

Lord Wellesley toLord Grey, 28th May, trinsmitting

an explanatory Paper, (No. 14.) signed by Lord Wel-
lesley and Mr. Canninx.

" No. 14,

Paper signed by Lord Wellesley and Mr. Canmng, and
transmitted to Lord Grey, in reply to Lord Greys
Letter, No. 12,

" No. 15. }
Lord Grey’s Reply to Lord Wellesley, May 29th.

No. 16.
Lord Wellesley’s Reply to Lord Grey, May 29th.
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fo..2¥.

Loxd Wellesley's - Minute of communication to ands

Grey and Grenville, June 1st,
No. 18.
Lprd Grey to Lord WeileQIey, ;da,ted 2d 4.‘Il~mAe, gﬁ;, the
subject of No. 17. .
No. 19.
Lord Grey, and Lord Grenville’s Reply (June 3d) to Lord
' W;:llesley’s miimte of the 1st June,
No. 20.

Explanatory Letter from Lor¢ Moira 'to Lord Grey,
June 34, on the subject of Lord Wellesley’s minute,
No. 17. '

No. 21.

Lord Wellesley to Lord Moira, spproving Lord Moira’s

Letter (No. 20) to Lord Grey, of the 3d June.

No. 22.

Lord Grey’s Reply to Lord Moira’s Letter (No. 20) of '

the 8d June

'
N
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No. 23

Lord Wellesley’s Reply to the .Letter (No. 19) frem
Lords Grey and Grenville, of the 3d June, .

No. 24.

Lord Wellesley to Lord Grey, on the same subject,
dated 4th June.

o No. 25.

Lord Grey’s Reply to Lord Wellesley’s Letter, No 24.

No. 26.

Lord Moira to Lords Grey and Grenville, proposing an
Interview with them, 5th June.

. No. 27.

Note from Lords Grey and Grenville, declining unau-
thorized Discussions, 5th June.

No. 28.

Lord Moira to Lords Grey and Grenville, informing them
that he has the Prince Regent’s authority to address
them, and requesting to know where and when he can
see them. :



10

No. 29.

‘Minuteof a Conversauon between Lord Mon'a and h»‘dar
Grey and Grenville, at' which Lord Erskme was pre-
sent.

B. and C. Two Letters, (which passed bet.we;an Lords
Moira, and Grey) subjoined for the purpose of throwing
light on the ground of part of these Transactions.
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.' INTRODUCTORY PAPER.'

.Marlred A, for the purpose of ewplammg the seve-
ral Documents.

ON Fridh‘y,' the g2d of May, His Royal High-
ness the Prince Regent was pleased to command
the Marquesé Wellesley to submit to his Royal
'Highness’s gracious consideration the plan of an
Administration, properly adapted to the present
crisis of Affairs.

In preparing to execute His Royal Highnéss§
commands, Lord Wellesley deemed it to be ne-
cessary, in the first mstance, to advert to cer-
tain practical principles, which shou]d in his
humble judgment, constitute the basis of the
3ystem of measures, calculated to meet the ac-

tual exigencies of the Country.
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It appeared to be desirable to reduce these
lea&ing principles within the narrowest compass,
" which the situation of affairs could admit, omit-
ting for the present, the discussion of many
questions, which (however important in their
nature) might not' be deemed of such instai-
taneous pressure, or might fot be expected ta,
'~ involve so much difference of opinion.

. Lord Wellesley, upon the most mature reflec-
tion, considered, that the practical principles,
~ upon, which .;11_1 Administration might be consti-
- tuted, in the present crisis, might be safely
comprised in the two following Propositions ;

First, That the state of the Laws affecting
the Roman Catholics, and the Claims of that
Body, of his Majesty’s Subjects, should be taken’
into immediate consideration, with a view to'a
conciliatory adjustment of those Claims.

Secondly, That. the: war in the -Peninsula

.\,
-y | ————————

N
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sb.o_uld' be prosecuted on_ a scale of adequate
vigaur..

It appeared to Lord Wellesley to be iildispen—
sably necess'ary towards the due execution of:
His Royal Highness’s commands, to; endgav_ou; '
to ascertain the views and dispositions of all
parties, with regard to these . general principles,
previously to submitting any names of persons
to His Royal Highness, for the purpose of fill-
ing the several offices in His Royal Highness’s.
service. - -

Lord Wellesley therefore conceived it to be’
his duty te open a communication with the
principal persons of aLL Parties, carefully con-
fining that communication to the point of ascer-
taining their respective Seatiments- on - the two
propositions-stated in this Paper. |

" . In these communications, Lord Wellesley

was particularly cautious to explain, that he
had received no authority from His Royal High-



ness to - form an-Administration; nor to ¢om- -
municate with any particular ‘party or dés’cripi—"
tion of persons; but that His Royal Highness
had been apprised of the .~iJécessity of Lord
\Nelleﬂe&ley’sj -holding such intercourse with all*
parties,  as might enable him to-prepare a plan:
for His, Royal Highness'’s approbation.

He also’ explained,” that ‘in this transactién,
he was merely the instrument of ‘executing His"
Royal Highness’s commands, neither claiming ™
nor desiring for himself any station in the’
Administration, which it was in His Royal
Highuess's contemplation to form.

Under these circumstances, as Mr. Canning ,
and Lord Wellesley agreed in the general prin-
ciples already stated, Lord Wellesley requested
Mr. Canning to communicate them to Lord

Liverpool, believing that -to be the channel of -

communjcation which was likely. to be most
agreeable to Lord Liverpool. ‘

©o

~————
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Mr. Canning . transmitted - to Lord Wellesley
the. annexed minute,.No. 1, of his conversation., -
with Lord Liverpool, together with the answer-

* from . Lord Liverpooal, No. 2, and a letter, No.

3, from Lord Melville.

Lord Wellesley made . the communication
stated in the. Paper No. 4, to Lords Grey and:
Grenville, and reccived frolﬁ them the answer
marked No. 8.

" Lord Wellesley also communicated with Lord

Moira, and verbally, with Lord -Erskine and
Mr. Sheridan, who "all expreslsed their concur-
rence in the principles already stated; "Lord
Moira’s Letter is marked No. 5.

Lord Wellesley also receivéd the létters from
Lords Lansdowne and Holland, marked No. 6,
and 7, expressing their concurrence in the
memorandum _received from Lords Grey and
Grenville,
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On Sunday, the 24th of May, all these docu- - .
. ments were submitted by Lord Wellesley to the

Prince Regent,. together with a report of his
proceedings, in executing His Royal Highness's:

. commands.

On the 27th of May, Lord Wellesley was
. aporised, by a communication from Lord -Mel-:
ville to Mr. Canning, that the powers granted’
to Lord Wellesley, on the 23d of ‘May, by the-
Prince Regeot were considered to be at an end.

Lord Wellesley communicated that circumstance
to Lords Grey and Grenvrllc, in a Jetter marked
No. 9, together with all the preceding papers
' from No 1, to No. 8.

~ An explanatory correspondence took place
between Lords Wellesley and. Grey, which is

contamed n the lctters marked No 12, 13, 14,
15, 16.

| e RENEIN N
On the 1st of June, the Prince Regent grant-
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’ ed to Lord Wellesley full authonty to form an
Administration under His Royal Highness's

commands

The proéceding.s which occurred, in conse-
quence of that authorlty, are, contained in the
papers marked from No. 16 to No. 25, both
inclusive.

oeee o

" On the” Srd of June, Lord Wellealey reswned
into the hands of His Royal Hnal)ncss the
authority which His Royal nglmess had entrust-
ed to him on the 1st of June;and late on the
evening of the 5th of June, Lord Moira humbly
solicited and received permission to address him-
self specially to Earl Grey.and Lord Greaville,
lest they should have any difficulties about

treating with him under the general- power

which the Prince Regent had been pleased to _

entrust to him.

. The details of Lord Moira’s transactions are

~ explained in the papers and documents marked

Nos. 25, 26, 27, 28. \ :

(&

UL
. \.,/
ey



18

On Monday the 8th of June, Lord Moira
resignéd: the commission ‘with which 'h;é' .h';d
been ‘intrusted by the Prince Regent; and on
the same day, the Earl of Liverpool was
‘appbinted first Commissioner of the Treasury.

o -

Two letters, which, although collateral, are
regarded as capable of throwing ._light-on the
ground of part of the transaction, are subjoined.
They are majked B. and C.’ .



' ‘ Wo. L.

Mipute of Mr. Canning’s Communication to't‘h'e Earl of
Iaverpool May 23d.

Fife House, May 23d, 1812

Tae Prmce Regent havmo' laid his commandg
on Lord Wellesley to form a plan of an adminis-
tration, to be subfnitted for His Royal High:
ness’s approbatlon, Mr Canmng was requestec
by Lord Wellesle) (as the channel of commu-
nication thought llkely to be most agreeable to
Lord Liverpool,) to enquire of Lord Liverpool
whether there would be a disposition on the
[Sart of Lord Liverpool, and of his colleagues,
or of aﬂy of them, to entertain any proposal,

which should be made to them for forming part.

of such administration.

" The principles upon which the Administration

was intended to be formed, were stated to be, . .

1st. The taking into the early and serious con-
cg
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LS :
sideration of the executive governmcnt the

state of the laws affecting the Roman Catholics,
with a sincere and earnest desire to bring that
‘important éuestion to a final_and satisfactory
"settlement. ‘

edly. The prosecution of the war in the Pe-
ninsula, with the best means of the country.

-

Tt was stated that there would be the strong:
est wish to comprehend in the arrangement,
without any individual or party exclusion what-
ever, as many as possible of such persons as m:ght
be able to’ agtee in giving ‘their pubhc service
to the country on these two principles. .

. With respect to the dxstnbutnon of offices, it
was stated that nothing of any sort was decided;
‘or stipulated : but that every thing would be open’
to be arranged to the honour and satxsfactxon of
all parties. ' o '
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No. 2
Lord Liverpool’s Letter to Mr. Canring, May 23d.
Fife house, May ééd, 1815. .
MY DEAR C;&NNI‘NG, | |

I have communicated to my colleagues the
memo’randﬁm which I received from you this .

1

aft’e.moon. :

They do not think it necessary to enterinto -
any ‘discussion of the principles stated in that .

- memorandum, because they all feel themselves

bound, particularly after what has ‘recently
passed, to decline the proposal of becoming -
members of an administration to be formed by -
Lord Wellesley. .
Believe me, &c. &c.
(Signed)
LIVERPOOL.
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No. 8.
Lord Melville’s Letter to Mr.' Canning, May 23d.

Park Lam, 23d May, 1812.
DEAR. CANNING,

You will .probably have received to-night
from Lord Liverpool, the answer to the prol’
posal which you left with him and communi-
cated to meé this afternoon. Havmg stated tof;
you my strong repugnance, or rather’ my de-
cided objeetion, under present circumstances, to
join an Administration of which Lord Wellesley
was to be the head,; it might be sufficient for me
to refer to Lord Liverpool’s Reply, more espe-
ciélly as I do not wish to enter intoany detailed
reason.ing: on a question relating to a matter of
“personal feeling. ' I think it due, however, to
© you, as well-as to myself, to state distinctly,
that 1 have no objection to act with an Admi-
-nistration formed on the two principles men-
- tioned in you;' memorandum ; though I think

it improbable that any comsideration, which



the govemment can gwe to tbe subJect of the!
restnctnons on the Roman Catholics, will enable
it to propose such a system as will wholly.
satisfy their claims, and ‘at the same time
afford that degree of secunty to the Protestant
Establlshment which is generally felt to be

h & necessary.
} I remain, &c.

N
3 (Signed)
¢ MELVILLE.
~
o PRI

No. 4.

M'mute of Lord Wellesley s Commumcatnon to Lords
Grey and Grenville, May 23d.

Minute of a Communication made . by .I‘M'd Wel-

lesly to-Lords Grey and Grenville, at Lord _

Grey's house; May 23d.

Lord Wellesley stated, that he had received
" the commands of his Royal nghness the

. ——
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Prince Regent, to lay before his Royal ngho .
ness the’ plan of such an admmlstratlon as he
(Lord Wéllesle)) rmght deem adapted to the

present Crisis of aﬂ’alrs
. LN

That he bad apprised his Rg;jrél . ‘I*‘Iiglincss'.of .-
the necessity of ~a.sci:ertainiug the views and dis-
positions of all parties with regard to certain
general .pr'inc'iples previously to_ the formation

of any such plan. ;

That he considered hinself merely as the in-
strument of executing~his§ Royal Highness’s
commands on this occasion, and that he ﬁeither
claimed nor desired for himself any station in
the administration which it was in h.ié‘;.B.oyal
Highness’s contemplatlon to fonm ) |

e

Under these circumstances, he requested to -
know whether any obstacle existed to the con--
currence of Lords Grey and. Grenville, or their |
friends in the following general. principles, as .
the basis upop which an administration might
be formed :
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First, That the state of the laws affect-
ing the Roman Catholics, and the claims
of that body of his Méjesty’_s subjects, should

be taken into immediate consideration, with a -

view to a conciliatory adjustment of those

Secondly. That the war in the Peninsula
should be prosecuted on a scale of adequate vi-

gour. .

Lord Wellesley stated that as Mr Cannmg

and he agreed in these pnncnples, he bad re- .

. quested Mr. Cannmg to communicate them to
Lord Liverpool.

Lord We'llesley héé reduced the substance of
this commuhicatiou to writing, and now sub- -

mits it to Lord Grey aqd Lord Grenville.
(Signed)
"~ WELLESLEY.

ason omoo o
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: No. 5.
Lord Moica’s Letter to Lord Wellésley, dated 233 May,
. . . zelative to No, 4. . :

- St. James’s Place, *
- May 25d, 1812.

’MY‘ Lonn,

. 1 Ha¥e the hondur to acknow ledge the recelpt'”

Mg

_-of a copy'of the Minutes of the conversation
which your Lordships held with Lords Grey
andfGremﬂle "and 1 feel much 1ndebte(\ for
the’ communrcat:on accom'panymg t'hem. ‘

.~1 . -

The proposed c‘onsiﬁemtiqn of - the :Caifxbllfé"

Claims, and the adoption of a system of support
‘to thé Sf)éhxard§ Sucly as ‘may De reaﬂy capable
of prodﬁdhv a ﬁecnsnwe tesult, are the two pomts‘

of policy \Vhl‘(:1i' “t' have 'lono tﬁought the most )

urgent for the benefif’ of the country. “The
question relative-te the Orders in Council may
be, deemed as in effect settled by the evidence
~adduced before the two Houses : and the active.

- ~—
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-

- correction of internal abuses must be confidently
assumed as the object of such a Ministry as
is likely to be formed through your instrumen-
ta]ityh A plan of government therefore, -on
the basis proposed by. your Lqrdshlp, would
have my most cordial wishes. Allow me to say,
that this is’ pot.‘t‘o convey any implication of
engagement to accept office. This is not men-
tioned trom the remotest regard to the possible
distribution of situations ;. nor .does it involve .

“ objections to any individual, as there is nothing .
- 1 should so much deprecate in.the present state -
of public affairs, as a spirit of exclusion, .Indeed,
the candour and delicacy manifested by your-,
Lordship in these communications, are a perfect =
pledge that the details of arranggmehts could
not but be entirely satisfactory. '

Ihave the. honour, my Lord, to be with
high esteem, your Lordship’s very obedient and
bumble servant. .

(Signed) L
a MOIRA. -
The Marquis Wellesky. . T
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,"‘N‘o‘. 6. . ‘

Lord Lansdowne s Letter to Lord Wellesley, dated gsd

£ : May, relat1v¢ to No. 4.

A\

, Berkeley Squarc, o
S Saturday mght, May 234.
MY Lorp, ’

Iam exceedmgly sofry not to have heen at
hpme when your Lordship did me the honour of . '
calling at miy house this morning, and am much
obliged by the trouble you have taken in send-

ing for | my consxderatlon, a copy of the minute

of the communication made by your Lordship ,‘

to Lord Grey and Lord Grenville.

As Lord Grey and Lord Grenville thought

proper to acquaint me confidentially with that:

commuvication, as. well as the minute of the

answer they proposed to return toit; and as I

generally concur in the 6entiments they have

there statéd, I'shall take the hberty of refcrrma"

your Lordslnp to that paper, and shall enly add

R B D

v~
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_thereis no part,of it in which L more cordially
comcnde with them, than in the expression of

the gratxﬁcatlon they have .derived. from. your

powerful exertions in support of the claims of
the Roman Catholigs, and. from'the -manner in
: which that subject is adverted to in your minute:

. T'have the 'honour to remain, with great re-
spect your Lordshlps very- faithful; anll moit
obedxcnt scrvant '

e '(Signcd)
’ LANSDOWN E
- The Mdrqtis Wellesley, %c &c s

No. 7.
Lord Holland's Letter to Lord Wellesley, dated May 234,
relative to No, 4.
My Lorb,
I had the honour of receiving your note and

- aom Sdntn A o



senclosure, #ad beg leave . fo 'feturn my sincere
‘thanks “for your attchtxon in sending me so mv
me:mg nd so early 2 commumcauon.

" Lord Grenvilleand Lord Grey hirve been 5o go o

as to ta'k the mattér over with e confidentially,

and I have the satisfaction of finding that I concur

generally in their views of the subjeit, and in-

deed, know no bettér-way of expressing my opi-

nion, than by referring you to a memoranduim

which, T believe, it is their intention to detiver
to you to-morrow. morning.

"~ Iam, my Lord, your obhged and - obedlent

humble Servant,

(Signed) -

VASSAL HOLLAND,.

Camelford House,
. May 23d.

[



Memorandum from Lords Grey and Grenvnlle, May'%th'
in Reply to Lor«l Wellesley’s Mmu&e, No. 4.

1 Mayfwhi 1812.

In such a moment as the present we feel it to
be the duty of all publnc men, both by trank and
concnlmtory explanatlons of prmcnplc., apd hy xbc
total abqndmmcnt of every perspnal object, tq
facnlltate, as far as may lie in theu' power, the
means of gwmg effect -to the late vote of: the
House of -Lommons, and of averting the imumnis
nent and unparalleled dangers of the. country

‘Lord Wellesley has selected two among the
many important-subjects which must engage the
attentlon of any men, who could, in such cipcum-
stanoes, be called .upen to consxder of the accept;
ance of statxons m publlc trust, On; thqsq twey,
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points, our explanation shall be as distinct as it
is in our power to makeit,

On the first, indeed, our opinion is too well
known, and has been too recently cxpressed to
 need repetition.

We haye derived a very high gratification
from Lord Wellesley’s powerful exertions in
support of the claims of the Romau Catholtcs,
as well as from the mauner in whuh that sub-
ject s adverted to in hns Minute, and we do
‘not hesitate to assure hnm, that we will warmlx
support any proposal made by any Ministers

for the immediate ‘consideration of those 'cldims,

with a'view to their conciliatory adjustment;
a measure witheut which, we have already de-
clared, that we can entertain fno hope, in any
case, of rendering our own services useful.

As to the second point, no person feels nioret '
strongly than we do, the advantages which

would result from a successful termmatton “of

- @



the present coptest in §pain. But we are of
opinion that the '(liiéction of miliiary operations
4R an extensive war, and the more or less vigos:
ous prosecution of these pperations, are quey:
tions, mot of principle, but of policy; to be
regulated by éirc‘umstances, in their nature tem-'
porary and fluctuating, aud in many cases
known only to persons in official stations, by
the cngagements of the Country, the prospect
‘.o_f ultimate syccess,. the extent of the exertions
mecessary for its attainment, "and the means of
supporting. those .efforts. wishons: too. gveat. 3
pressure_on the finances and internal ;prospmty
of the Country.

_.On such gueé_tio‘ns,' therefore, no public men,
either in or out of office, can undertake for
.more than a deliberate. and dispassionate” con-
sideration, accerdipg to- the circumstances of
the case as it-may appear, and-to such means
of information a8 may then be within their
reach. |

~ But we, cannot -in. sincerity- eéneeal from
D

»
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Lord Wellesley, that.in the present state of
the finances, we entertain the strongest doubts
of the practicability of an increase in any branch
of the public expenditure.

- No. 9.

Lord Wellesley to Lord Grey, dated 27th May, commu-
picating the termination of Lord Wellesley’s Com-

mission.

Apsley House, 27th May, 1812.
1 o'clock, P. M. -
My LOBD, ‘

- T take the earllest opportumty of communi-

cating the enclosed papers to your Lordslnp.
The paper (No. 2) has not reached me until
within this hour. It appeared to me to be im-
portant, that the intelligence which it contains
should be conveyed to your Lgrdslpp, to Lord
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\ Grenville, and tp your respective fnends,
soon as may be practicable.

) sball be happy to have an opportunity of
stating to your Lordship and to Lord Grenville,
i' at any time that you may appoint, the whole .
' eourse of my conduct, since I had the honour
of secing you. '

I have the honour to be, with great réspect;
my Lord, your Lordshnps most obedient. and
faltbful servant,

(Signed) .
WELLESLEY.

T shall remain at home for some: time, and

shall be happy to see your Lordship and Lord

/

' Grenvnlle, if it should be convenient.

[ S s



- No. 10.

Mr. Cannipg’s Statement to Lord Melville, inclosed jo
~ "No.9.

. Park Lane, 26th May, 1812,
Lord Melville having stated to' Mr. Canning
\that the ministers, his colleagues, ‘were consider-
ing, under the special command of His Royal
Highness the Prince Regent, how far they
could-advance to meet the -first of the two pro-
positions laid down- as the basis of the Admi-
nistration, proposed to be formed by Lord Wel-
lesley ; Mr. Canning feels it necessary before
he offers any -observation on that statement, to
inqyire in what gituation Lord Melyille’s col-
leagues consider themselves as standmgat the
present moment.

~1st. Do they consider Lord Wellesley’s com-
mission ‘at an end, and the former Admnmstra-
tion as re-established 7"
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gdi Aré the discussions, whiehi are now going

on a}nong them, directed to the ascertaining
the possibility of the individual members of that
Administration, or any of -them, acceding to an
Administration to be formed by Lord Wellesley;
or to some proposal.to be made by them as a
government to Lord Wellesley and Mr. Can-
ning? . PR o -

" 'If Lord Weilesley’s commission is considered
"as at end; it § essential to Lord Wellesley's
‘honour thdt the faet should be publicly known.
He has éntered upon communications which he
could hot terminate at the.point to which they
were brought, without distinctly stating his
‘commission to be at an end. g S

~If what is now in contemplation is some new

proposal to be made to Lord Wellesley and M.

Canning, from the former Administration re-
vived, then the revival of that Administration
ought to be made matter of notoriety: and the
proposal itself must be distinctly stated, before

-
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Lord Wellesley and Mr. Camxmg can fprm avy
judgment upon it. -

No. 11;

Lord Melville's Communication to Mr. Canning, inclosed
in No. 9.

Glocester Lodge, Wed. May 27, 1812.
10 4. M.
Lord Melvxlle called upon :Mr. Canning, and _
informed hiw, in answer to the questions which
Mr. Canning put to Lord Melville yesterday,

3st. That Lord Wellesley's commission is
considered by the Prince Regent as at an end.

Saere 5

ed. That the persbhs now holding offices,
hold them.only until their successors shall be
appointed. .

Lord Melville had understood Mr. Can.ning.
yesterday to say, that Lord Wellesley was of
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opinion that his commission.was at an end ; but
that he (Mr. Canning) doubted it. .-

Thls was .2 mistake. . What Mr. Canning-
stated ~was, that Lord Wellesley was in doubt as
to the Prince Regents intention ; .and that he
(Mr. Canning) had no means of forming any
Opi_xiion upon it, -

No. 12.

Lord Grey to Lord Wellesley, 27th May, on the subject
of some words in Mr. Canning’s Minute, No. I, of
the Communication to Lord Liverpool. V

Portman Square, May 27th 1812.
MYLORD, S : -
T have the honour of returning the papers
which your Lordship was 50 good as to put
into my bands this 1 mornmg

I observe a' material ‘cﬁifctence between the
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téfifs i whith the two prinéipled, proposed

~ as the basis of a iew Adinistration, are stated
in Mr. Canning’s _ Minute, and in that sent to- -
Lotd Grexville and me by your Lordship. I
think it hiecessiry to call your Lordship’s attens - -
tion to this citcumstance, bécduse if thése dis-
cussions should proceed fuither, it may become:

- of the utmest importance. ’ |

I am, with the highest regard, my Lord, N
your Lordship’s very faithful and humble
Scrvanf, ' ‘
< (Signed)
| GREY.  °
| \
No. 13.

Lord Wellesley to Lord Grey, 28th May, trinsmitting
an explangtory Paper, No. 14, signedl by Lord Wel-
lesley, -

Apsley House, 28th May, 181¢.
My Lorp,
T should have retwined an earkier acknowledg-
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ment of the honour of your Lordship’s’ Letter

of yesterday, had I not theught it necessary to
see Mr. Canning, before I troubled your Lord-
ship with my answér to yout observanohs on'

duf fespective minutés.:

Having caréfully examined those papers, and’
compared them with our view of the points,
to which they refer, we have drawn the enclosed
paper for your Lordship’s mformatlon, and have
authenticated it by our respective signatures.

: I'have' the honour to be, with the greatest
réspect, My Lord, your Lordship’s faithful and
hutnble servant. ‘

(Signed) -
WELLESLEY. .
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No.i4. -+
Psper signed i)y Lord Wellesley and Mr.‘ Cannieg, 'and,.

_ transmitted to Lord Grey, in reply to Lord Grey’s
Letter, No. 12. '

The variance in point of phrase in the t\;o
.Pl‘OpOSltIODS as stated by Lord Wellesley and
Mr. ,Canmng, i theu' Minutes of Conference,'
anses from thls c1rcumstance, that Lord Wel-
lesley and Mr. Cannmg went to their respective
conferences without havmg thought it necessary
prekusl) to reduce, into a wntten form, the.
commumcatlons, whlch they were “to make,.
being in full possession of each others senti-
ments upon the subjget of them.

v

The two minutes were written by them .as
| contammg the substance of thenr respective
communications; that of Mr. Cannmg in Lord
Liverpool's presence;- that of Lord Wellesley
‘immediately after his retorn from Lord Grey.
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. There does not appear to Lord Wellesley aud

Mr. Canning, to be any substantial variance-in
the first proposition.

The word “ early ” in Mr. Caﬂning’s Minute,
migHt be exchanged for the word * immediate™
used by Lord Wellesley, ‘without, in any degtee,
altering the sense; as with a motion actually -
pending in the House of Commons, which (but
for the events wBich have recently taken place)
would have come on this very day, the obJect
of which, was to compel the executivé govem-
ment to take the subject of the Catholic Ques-
tion into consxdcratlon, it cannot be necessary
to say, that Mr. Canning has no wish to defer
that gonsi'clération ; on the other hand, conside-
ration by the executivé® government is the
object which it is Lord Wellesley’s intention 1o
recommend ; nor does he conceive any further
Parliamentary proceeding fo be necessary or
practicable, this session, than such as might be
sufficient to insure, either by compulsion upon
8 hostile Adxi\inistration,'~or by pledge from a



friendly. one,” the éonsidération of the question
durtag the recess, with & view ¢o its “heibg
brought before Parliament, by thé. re¢ominen-
dation of the crown, caily in-the ensuing ses-

sion,

A committee to eénquire into the state of the
laws, has been already negatived in both Houses,
\ this session. A conciliatory adjustment,” of
the claims of the Irish Catholics is the object which "
Lord Wellesley and Mr. Canning have equally
at heart : and it enters equally into both their
views that to be ‘ conciliatory,” that adjustment
must be so framed as to embrace the interests and
‘ qi}inions of the English Catholics also, and to
obtain the enlightened and ‘deliberate cpnéént of
_ the Protestants of both cauntries.

They would think any adjustment very imper-
fect, which, instead of extinguishing discontent,
only transferred it from the Catholic to the Pro-
festant. ' . B

.

* But' they concur in entertaining a confidént
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bélid} that the great purpose of securipg the

Peace -of the Empire, may be best answergd ppt
by giving a trinmph to any ane party, byt by re-

canciling all..

In the substance of the second proposit’i&n
there is no vananoe as to any practnwl and pros-

<pect1ve purpose, though undoubtedly there is,

and it is natural there should be, some as to the
past, ausmg from the dnﬁ'erence of Mr Can-

‘ning’s and Lord Wellesleys rcspectlve snua-

B .
[ . . . by

* When Mr. Canning says, that the Pemnsular |

’War is to be camed on “with the best means
"« of the Country,” he mtends the greatest scale .
of exertlon, whxch the mcans of the Country

may be found capable of sustammo

If Lord Wellesiey’s expression, “a scale of
¢ adequate vigour,” may be construed to imply
the proposition, that the late exertions of this
Country have not been proportioned to the
great object of the War, or have not been. duly
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"distributed, . or apportioned, this .prbzp(;sitioh

Mr. Canning certainly does not intend either to

affirm, or to deny ;' simply; because, not 'ha‘vi'ng.
been in the Government during the last two.
years, he has not sufficient information to be able

to pronounce an opinion, whether the exertions

of those two years have or have not been below

the proper scale, or have been well orill adminis-

tered ; nor how far they may now admit of being

extended, or of being more judiciously applied.

He concurs, however, entirely with Lord,
‘Wellesley in wishing to extend them to the ut-
most power of  the.Country, and to apply them
in the manner best calculated to answer their

end. : L
(Signgd) .- .

~ WELLESLEY.
'GEORGE CANNING..
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No. 15.
" "Lord Grey’s Reply to Lord Wéllésiey, May 29th. -

Portman Square, May 29thk, 1812. -

My Lorp, -

T had last night the honour of receiving your

‘Lordship’s letter, -enclosing a paper explanatory
of the difference which I had remarked between
your Lordship’s minute and Mr. Canning’s,
together with a copy of the latter. -+ °

I beg your Lordship to be assired that i’

the observation, to which I had thought it
necessary to call your Lordship’s attention, I
could have no object but that of preveating the
possibility  of any future misunderstanding.
We had not entered into any explanation,
(which, under the circumstances of the moment
would pethaps have been premature,) of the
details of the conduct necessary to give effect

to the first of the propositions, offered by your
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Lordship as the basis of a new Administration.

* From the difference of the terms used by Mr.

Canning in stating that proposition, I was ap-

‘ prehenswe that it mwht be his opmlon, in on-

currence with your Lordshlp 5, that ng Parlia-

" mentary proceeding, with refefence to the
Claims of the Catholics, sliguld take place

during the present session. To such an opinion '

I could not have assented ; and I felt it to ke

due both to your Lordship and Mr. Canning,

immediately to draw your atteﬁtiau to 3 poigt, -

“on which it was so desirable that there sheuld
be a clea? understandmg between us.

i 'i‘hope} it is ‘unnecessary for me to stats, that
I can look at the situation of the Catholics (both
"Irish and Engllsb) Wlth no other view than
that of the pubhc mterest and that nothing

“can be further from my dmposmon or my .inten-

tion, in & matter of such’ pre:eminent impor- .

tance, thap.to give to ahy. one party a triumph
at the expehse of another. . But I.do net con-
ceive that the Repeal of the disabilities, of which



the Catholics complain, can give any just‘ca.use
of discontent to their protestant fellow subjects 3
and I am strongly of opinion, that the efﬁc:py of.
that measure myst in a great degree depend onits
being carried into effect - with the least possible
E delay, and with the clearest-demonstrations of a
-conciliatory and confiding spirit. _Under this
* iipression, I should very reluctantly abandon
¢he hope of passing a Bill for such Repeal, even
during the present session ; but if this canuot
be donc, I hold it to be mdlspensable, that the
most distinct and authentic pledge should; be
given, of the intention, both of the Executive
Government and' of Par_]iam:nt, to take this
matter up as ooe of the first measures of the
mext. Toa proceeding of _this nature, from the
paper signed by your Lordshap and Mr.. Can-
ning, I am led to hope ﬂnt you wonld qot be
adverse. - ' :

" As to the second . proposxtxon, the difference
swhich I had observed was inuch less 1mportant.‘
It is impossible to reduce a question of this na-

. .



W&;tkauy.;ﬁxed;blrimipki Whatexes.. e can
ey, with ews present means of informatian, muas

‘meqeasgrily: be . géneral. apd inconclusive. . The '

whole subjéct being left-open to: futuae:canside-
gation and decision, L canhave.no. hesitation is
subseasibing to. the. preposition,. that, it shonld
e fowild: expedieii to continud. the exertions.ws
- asbno® making in the Peniesulg, they:should
oo, condhoted n the. manger liess. calculated to
ansser the;r ed. - T - |

L:have, 'I» fear, troub}ed -your Loidship nwch -

more than is necessary wnder the circumstances
of ous: present situation, and I will only. add,

~ that if we should'be called upon to.pussue these |

vonsiderations in thﬂr practical details, it will
he ny most anxious wish,’ that no.difference, of
obinjon may be fouwd 8q exist between. us re-
specting the conduct to be adopted by. a Go-
- vernment, equally solicitous for the internal

peace ansd harmony of the Empire; and, for the.

p,co_sccp'tibu of .m.ilitary' opem,tions,_‘in sugh a
mpde, as May. appesr mest; congucive toour ulti-

s s



mate secarity,’ Lord - Grenville, to- whom §

. . hive communicated your Liordship’s letter, and

#ts enclesures, desires me- to'express: his ¢ordiat
" conoutrence is-this wishi.

Thieve: the bunour to. be, with the highest
regardl, My Lord; yowr. Loudahrp’rvuy faisliful
ms«»«-ry S :

oo (Signed)y
| | | GREY.

' No. 16:
!.o'n.l'VYeil’esl‘ey?s“ Reply to LbrdGrey, M&? 29th, 1812.
Apsiéy House, 290th May; 18138
"My Loen, 7 T
I request your Lordslup to accept ‘my smccre
tbanks for your letter o£ this day s date.

In the ‘actual state of affairs 1t might be
:2 '




52.

deemed - premature to énter into any ‘more
particular discussions, .than those already ‘sub-
tnitted to your Lordsblp on the poiats, to which
you have adverted with- so much persplcuny,
ablhty and candour. v -

But I cannot omit this opportumty of assur-

ing your-Lordship, that I have derived from the -
sentiments, so justly expressed in your letter,
a firm expectation, that if the advice, which 1
have humbly offered to the Prince Regent
sheuld be ultimately approved, a happy prospect
will open to the Country of recovering internal
Peace, and of prosecuting the War with success,
under an Administration worthy of the coufi-
dence of the Prince, and of ‘the People, and
cqual to the ‘arduoud”charge of Public affairs;
‘amidst. all the dzﬂiw]txes and - danoers of the _
present crisis.

‘1 have the hbno‘ur to bé With the bighest're-

tnd obedlent Servant,

(Signed) :
- ¢+ WELLESLEY.
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» - . N ‘
e e . No. 17. R
: s

Yord Wellesley’s Minate of Communication to Lowds

Grey and Grenville, June 1st,

Minute —qf a Communication made by Lord W el
lesley to Lord Grey, at Lord Grey's House;:
-

~ Lord Wellesley stated that he had, on that
morning, received full authority from the Prince
Regent to form an' Adniinistration under his
Royal Highness’s commands; and that he was

specially authorised to commuiieate with Lords
Grey and Grenville on the subject. . -~ *

- That His Royal Highness entertained no wish
to exclude from the proposed Administration,
any person, or description of persqns, who ¢could
uritein the principles on which the Administra-
tion was to be founded. '
) o !
. That the two propositions stated. in Lord
Wellesley’s Minute of May 23d, and subses
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quently explained in the letters which had
passed between Lord Wellrkic;f’ and Lord Grey,
of the dates of the 27th, 28th, and 29th of May,
1812, were intended by His Royal Highness to
canstitute the ‘foundation of His Administra-
tlon

That His Royal nghpess had slgnlﬁed His
plemuxe, that Lord Wcllesley should conduct the
formauon of the Admamstratnon in all its
brancbcs, and should be First Commissioner of -
' the Trcasury ; and that Lord Maoira, Lard
Erskxnc, and Mr. Caumng, shonld be Membm
of the Cabinet.

" That it was probable, that a Cabinet, formed
on an enlarged basis, must be extended to the
number of twelve or' thirteen Members : thas
the Prince Regent ‘wished Lords Grey and
Grenville, on the part of their friends, to Fev
commepd for His Royal Highngss's approbation
the names of four Pcrsons, (if the Cabinet
should consist of twelve) and of five Persons,
(if the Cabfpct should congist of thirteen) te



‘be ‘ap_gointed by His Royal Highness to fill such
stations in His Couﬁ'cﬂs u$ might hereafter be

That Hns Royal nghness left the selection
of the nzutes to Lords Grey wad Grenvxlle with-
out any excegtwn or personal exclusion.

Tha’t “in co‘mp'tetmg the hew arrangement,
the Pnnce Regent has granted to Lord Wel-
Yeiley, entire liverty to propose for His Royal
Highness’s approbation, the names of any pet-
. SQuSNOwW occupymg stations in His Royal High-
bess’s Comxcils, of of any other persons, N

“Thist if the propodition made to Lords Grey
ahd Grenville, should be aecepted as the butling
. of an drrangement, all pther tpatters would bk
' discussed with. the miost anzious solicitude to
. promote hamony and general accommodhtion.

o (Slgned)
(e WELLESLEY
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. \ No 18 ' .
Lord Grey to Lord Wellesley; dated 2d June, on: the:
Subject of No, 17. '
w . . Camalferd House, June 84, 1812..»

‘M7 Loeb, coe
. 1lost no time in sending for Lord Grenville, |
and have commumcated to him, since his arri-
. val, the proposal made to me, yeste:day by your
_Lordsh;p_

We~ have felt the ncééssi’ty of a further coin-
munication with our friends, and this, I fear,
will make it impossible for ps..to send our - final
answer to.the minute which I bad the honour of
receiving from your Lordshnp yesterday evemng, o
till a late hour to-mght or early to-marrqw '
moyning.

To obviate, ‘B’o‘wevé’r, as far as 1 can, any‘in-
. convenience which-might arise from this delay,
" I think it right to state to your Lerdship, that
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the ’féding which I yegterday expressed to you,
as to the nature of the proposal which you were
* authorised by -the Prince Regent to make: to
Lord Grenville and me, has been confirmed by
snbseéuent'reﬂection, as” well as by the opinion
of Lord Grenville, and, indeed, of -every person
with whom I have hitherto had an 0pp0rtunl,.y
of consulting. -

1 have the honour ‘to be, with the highest
‘segard, my Lord, yoar Lordshlps very falthful,
humble servant,

(Signed).

' .. GREY.
"—t—-'
" No. 19

Lord Grey s and Lord Grenvnlle s Reply, (June 3d) to
" ¥ Lord Wellesley's ;' Minute of the 1st of Jnne

Camelford Houce, June 3d, 1812.
My Lonp,: - :
. We have considered, with the niost serious

attention, the minute which we have had the

Fad
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honour to receive from. your. Lordship ; - and we
have commumicated it to such -of eur fricnds
@s we have'had the opportunity of -comsultang.

On the occasion of = proposal made ¢ us
under the xathority of his Royal Highness the
" Prince Regent, we wish to remew; in tlie most
solemn manner, the declaration of our un-,
feigned desire to have facilitated, as far ag was
in our power, the means of giving effect to the
late vote of the House of Commons, and of
‘averting the imminent and unparalleled dangers
of the country. ‘ |

No sense of the public distress and difficulty,
no personal feelings of whatever description,
‘would have prevented us; under such circum-
stances, from acceptmg, with dutiful submis-
sion, any situations 't which we “could- have
hoped to serve his Royal H lghness usefully and
hogorably

"*Bat it appears to us, ‘on the most dispassiotiate
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‘sefleatidn, that the prapasal atated to usby your
.. Londship-cansot jiistify any such expectation.

We are mvxted not to dnscuss wuh your
Lordshlp, or with any other public men, ac-
cordmg t6 the usual practlce m such cases, the
vanous and important conslderatnons, both of
‘measures and of arrangements, ‘which belong to
the formation’ of a hew government in all its
branches s but to recommend to his Royal High-
‘ness a number, limited by Prevxous stipulation,
of persons wnlhng to be included in a cabinet,
of which the outlines are already deﬁmtely ar- -
ranged’

‘To this proposal we could.not accede without
the sacrifice of the very-ohject which ‘the House

. of Commons bas recojymended, the formation
- of a.strong and eflicient Administration. We
enter not into the examination of the relative
proportions, or of the particular arrangements
which lt has been Jud‘,ed necessary thus pre-

; nously to establish. Itis to the principle of
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disunion and jealousy that we. object. To the
supposed balance. of contending -interests in
cabinet, so measured out by preliminary stipula-
tions.  The times imperiously require an Adspi-
mstratlon united in principle, - and. strong, in
mutual reliance, possessing also_the confidence
«of the crown, and assured of its support in those
‘}}gaiigg measures, which the public safety re:
quires, and which are necessary to secure to the
government the opinion, and affections of the

people.

. No Such-bope is presented to us by this pro-
- ject, which appears to us equally new in prac-
tice, and objectionable in"principle. It tends,
as we think, to establish within the cabinet
itself 'a system of counteractlon, inconsistent
wlth the prosecutlon of any umform and bene-

’ TR PITUEEEE 3

ﬁclal course of pofic TS T

We must therefore request permission to "de-
cline all participation in a government constic
tuted upon such principles... Satisfied, as we
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sve, that the: certain los#: of. dharacter, “which
must arise from it to' ourselves, could be pro-
ductive only of disunion, and -weakness in the
Adnsinistration.of the public interests. '

We have the honour-to be, .y Lard, your
Lordship’s most faithful, and most obedient,
bumble servants, -

N (Signedy
' * GREY,
GRENVILLE.

—

No. 20.
Explanatory Letter from Lord Moira to Lord Grey,
June 3d, on the subject of Lord Wellesley’s Minute,
No. 17.

June 3d, 1813, -
My prar Logp, :

" The answer which you 5ﬁd Lord Grenville
have returned te the proposal made by Lond Wel-
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leoley, secmmta- rom w0 oblique imputation npon °
mac therefa- I infrest. your r¢-eonsideration of
your atatament; » fae 8 it tay Gonvey that o
peachment:of a procedisve ire which: I was irivotveds
You represent the proposition for an arrangement -
sebmiitied  t0 you a» one caleulhtod! to fawnd &
Cabinet upon a-principle of cowntéraetion. When -
- the most matesiaF of the public objedts; whiclh were -
to be the immediate -grownd:of that Cabinet’s
exertion, had been previously understood between
the parties, L awn.it is difficult:for-me to compre--
hend what principle .of counteraction: could be. .
introdﬁded " If there be .any ambiguity which.
does not strike me, in. Lord Wellesley’s-last paper, -
surely the ‘construction' ought to be sought in the..
antecedent comhun}gaﬁon ;.and I think the basis -
" on which that comgmunication ;hg(.l, announced thg
iptended Cabinet to stand, was perfectly clear, .

With' regard to t’he mdlcatlon of certam
mdmduals, I' can assert that it was a measure
adopted throuo‘h the hlghes-t spmt of fairness to .
you and your fnend§ ‘Mt. Cauning’s name -
was mentiowed; Bevause. Lard Weltesley would
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have.declinest office. withaut: him ;c ardd it wes.a
frankness. to. apprize. .ysu. of its: and.: ord
Rrskine's. and mine. were. stated with: o vitwe: of
showing, that Lord Wellesley, spfa¥ fromr-having:
any jealousy to maintuinia preponderance ia the
cabisiet, actualty Iefua Majority io those who had
been actustomed’ to toncur wpon ‘most- public.
questions ; antd he ‘specified Lor@ Erskine and
mysélf; that 'you-might sce the fumber submit- -
ed for your exclusive nomination was not nat-"
fowed By the necéss’ity of advertence tous. The
chmce of an addntwnal member of the cabinet
left to you, must prove. how undnstmgmshabfe
we. considered our interests afid your’s, when.this
_was’ rgfex_ red to your. cpnsxderat;on as 3 mere
matter of,conycni'eac};, ‘the. embmassm:xii of a
'n,nmi:ro\},; cabinet Dbeing weéll known. ‘Tlie’reé
ference to members of e late. cabi u:e;, or o.ther
persons, was always to be coupled with the
established point, that they. were such as could
concur in the principles laid down as the founda-
tion for the projected ministry. Aud the state-
ment was principally dictated by thé wish t6

-
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shew, that no system of exclusion could interfere
with. the arrangements Wwhich- the publie service
might demand. On the selection of those.per:
o_oné, I aver the opinions of ybu, Lord Grexville,
and the others whom, you might bring forward
as Mcn)beis‘ of. the Cabipet, were to uperate as
fully as.our own, and this, was to be the case also
with regard to subordmate offices.’ The expres-
 sion, that this was left to be proposed by Lord
- Wellesley, was mtended to prove that His Royal
' nghness dxd not, even in the most indirect man-.
ner, suggest any ‘one of those individals: Tt
is rea,lly m;possable that the spmt of falmess
' can havé beén carried farther ‘thah has been
" the intention” i’ this negotiation,” 1 therefore
" Tameént most de¢ply,” that an arrangement so
fmportant for thedatérests of the country should
go off upba’ points-which ‘ I tannet but. thmk
wide of the substauce of the case. = " -

(Slgned) .
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No. 21, _
- Lord .Welleslev to Lord Moira, approving Lord Moira’s
i Lettev, (No. £0,) to Lord Grey, of the 8d June. s

Ap:ley House, June 3d, 1812.

-'Mrm..anLoaD,- ’ -
I return the copy of your Lm-dshnp s letter to
. kord Grey. . This communication to Lord Grey
s most et and,the substanee of it is admi-
rably jgdiciqus.,qlcar,aml' corrgct.
My declaration, .'cp,i;‘ggy;ﬂgn: theHousc of
Lords, was indispensably necessary to my public.
+ and. private-honour ; both, of .which. wopld have

.. hepn involved, if L had :pet, ia full -,quig@vpt.

- annoanced, that I had resigned the. commission,
.with which-.his Royal Highuess had charged
me. : :

Believe me, &c.

- (Signed) WELLESLEY.



No. 32.

Lord Gréy'l Répiy to Lord Moira's' Letter (No. 20.) of

~ the 8d of June.

, Portman Square, 4th June, 1812.

. Mr DEAR Lorp,

~ Being obliged to go 1mmed|atcly from the
‘House of Lords to a dinner party, and afterwards
to a meeting at Lord Grenville’s, which occupied
me till a late hour, it was not in my power t
answer your letter last night.

- You must be too well aware of my pérsongl
 feelings towards. yoﬁ, of my esteem" for' your
'chafacter, and of my confidence in your honour,
- o entertain any opinion tespecting your. con-
duct, inconsistent with those sentiments, No-
thing, therefore, could be more remote from my
intention, and I am desired by Lord Grenville,
to whom I have shewn your letter, to give you
the same assurance on his part, than to cast any

N

\|
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‘imputation whatever on you, "as".t.c; the part yow
“have borne in the p}ocecdings which have lately

takcn place, for the formation of a new Adlmo
“piistration. We know w:th "how sincere an
“anxiety for the bonour of the’ Prmcc, and for the
" public interest, you have laboured to éffect that

ob_)ect

" Whatsoever objections We'may“fe_ef,'théréfdi‘é,
“tb the proposal which hias .bei:n. made to us, we

beg they may be understood- as' having no’ réfe-
rence whatever to any part of your conduct.
That proposal ‘was inade to us ' in ‘a’fotial and
authorized commumcatxon from Lord Wl
Iesley, both personally to me, ind afterwards i in
a written minute. "1t appeared to us to be

founded on a principle to which we could not
. assent, consistently with our honour, and with a

due sense of public duty. ‘Fhe-groumds of this .

opinion have been distinctly stated in our joint

letter to Lord Wellesley, nor can they be altered

by a private explanation; which, though jt

might lessen some obvious objections to a J;al;t

of the detail; still leaves the general character
: »2
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.of the proceeding unc:hanged Nothmg could

_be:more painful to me than to enter into any

ithl‘ng like a controversial discussion with you, in
which I.could only repeat more at large the
_same feclings and opinions which, in concur-

- .rence: with Lord Grenville, I have already. ex-

pressed in our formal answer. . I beg only.to
assure you, before I conclude, that I have felt

‘very sensibly, and ‘shall always- haye a pleasure
-ini acknowledging your personal. kindness to-me

#in the course of this transaction. -

I.am, with every :cntiment of true respect and
_-attention,, ... N

My pEAR Loxn, ‘ o
‘Your’s most falthfully, )
.«xts .+ . GREY.

”‘The'EarquMb\irav. I
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Lord Wellesleys Reply to the Letter (No. 19;) fan

No.23.

-

Lords Grey and Grennlle, of the sdof J une '

- Apsley House, June sd 1812
MrLonm,.;._[. o B

< Freceived theletter, bywhich I was honoured -
from your Lordships this morning, with the”
most sincere regret; and I have discharged thc
prinful duty of submitting it to His Royal ngh

ness the Pritice Regent. - 1t wouldhave affordéd-
"' me some consolation, if the continuance‘of the -

authority confided to\me by His Royal Highness
had: enabled *‘mé, 'under His Royal Highness’s
commands, to offer to your Lordships a full and
candid explanation of those points in my minute
of . the 1st of June, which ypur Lordships appear
to me to have entirely misapprehended. But as
His Royal Highness has been pleased to inti-
mate to me his pleasure, that the formation of a
wew Administration should be intrusted to other




hands, I have requested permission to decline all
further concern in this transaction.

1 remain, however, extremcly anxious to sub—

mit to your Lordships, some explanatory obser-"

wationis réspecting the' comiuuications which I
have had the honour to make to you; and I
trust that your Lordshlps will mdulge me with
that advantage, although I can no‘longer address
* you under the sanction of the Princc Regent's
«wthonty :
1’h.v¢the' honour to be, with great respest,-
My Lards, your most faxththl, and obedient
semapt, . .. L, I
pil s (S'md)
RTINS “ ..  WELLESLEY.

2

. . 'L 0 . . . -
< v beise es i g ox [T Y R AP P S
. A EER I, . . . .
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b, No. 24
Lord Wellesley to Lord Grey, on the same Snbject,
dated 4th June.
- . N 4‘1@ Hme’ mm; 1312( T

MY Lorm,
When 1 apphed yestcrday to -your Lordshlp
and Lord Grenvnlle, fqr penmssxon to sub;mt 10

t

you some explanatory observatxons, ;espcctm\g
the commumcatlons whxch I have .had. the.
honour to make to yau by the authonty of the
~Pnnce Begent. I .Was met aware that Lord
'of the same nature as that whlch l wu desl-

rous of conveymg :toyou. e e

Coe AP TR

'];he f_qr_xp of nwhﬂc@m‘, Hither from: Lord :
Moirs or.me, must bave. betr; private; ad: neither-
of us .pessessed ;397 authority froredhaRrinco:
Regent, to open any further communicatiseis
with your Lordship, or with Lord Grenville ;
2 circumistance whieh %! detplyclament; tndera

< -y '

B W
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' sanguine hope, that additional explanations, -

sanctioned by authority; fhright have removed
the existing obstacles to,an amlcable arrange-
meut. o

Lérd Moira Tias sent me a copvof his letter®
to your Lordship of yesterday s date ; and as it
cdntams au’ accurate, clear, and candid state-
mént'oF the real obJects of the proposal which
I tonveyed te you, it appears to' me to ﬁave'
furnishied you with as full an explanatlon as can’

bé given-in an unauthorlsed . paper. . _Under .-

these cnrcumsfances, it mlght be deemed super-
flicus trouble to your Lordshlp and to Lord
Greiiville; fo solicit your atfention to a private
letter from me; although 1 should be most
happy if any opportunity were afforded, of
ranewing a~oohomubry %&ércoﬁrse, under the ”

" comimaudy: of the Prifee l!egent mtlra view -

to:attain. the: object ‘of our ncet:t tommumca.. '

"“ﬂ,_xuu RTINS Ce -

. e ,
oo P . .
. JK}J { '

I havg tbe honom $ot. llc; vxtb great mpoct
* No, 20,
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My Tord, your Lolgdohp; mt ‘ﬁm ‘n‘ﬂ :
bumbleaervant SR ATPRDITY DR IR B

<Signed)
WELLESLEY.. .

o NO‘. 250 L. . - -~ *

Lord Grey’.‘ Reply o Loxd Waie'siey'. Letter, No. 24. -

<

Portman Square, Jm#h, 1812.
" My Lonn, N e

T have’ had the hqnour pf roceiving yonr :
Lordsbnps Letter of thxgqay, 4“" . e s

"As Loid’ Mom hu communwnted to.your - -
Lordship the copy of hls lctter to me, I take it -
for granted that you have in the same manner
been put in possession of ‘my answer, ‘which’
contains all -that I can say with respect to &c
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°m of tha-propessl made by yone Imd
ship to Lord Grenville and myself; - .

I was perfectly aware, that Lord Moira’s
“Jetter could in no degree be considered as an
authorised communication, but that it was
simply a private explanation offered for the pur-
pose of .removing the objections, which had
been stated by Lord Grenville and me to the
proposal contained in the written minute trans-
mitted to us by your Lordship, under the
aqthon.ty of the Prmce Rfigent But though
it could not vary the effect of that Minute in
- my opinjon, I was happy to wecejve it a8 an
expression of personal regard, and.of that
desire, which we readily acknowledge both in
your Lordshlp and Lord Mou'a, aud \vhrch is_
reciprocal on the part of Lord Grenville and’
| myself, that no difference ,of opinion op the
matte: iy questxon, shonld produce on cither snde
any personal 1mpressnon, which_ m;ght obstruct
the :pnewal of a concxhatory mtercoursc, when-
ever a more, favourable opgo:tumty shah bs‘ .
afforded for it o




m

% hawes the, Hohour- bo! iss, with: the kighest

regizd, My Lord, your Iwrdehipcva faithful :

humble servant. oot

(Brsnedb

' No.26.

Iqrd Mou'a to Lords Grey and Gren\nlle, proposmg

Intemew thh them, 5th June.

Lord Moira presents his’ best comphments io:i
Earl Grey and Lord Grenville.  Since Lord Wel-t

lesley has declared his Commission from the Prince

Regent to be at an " end, Lord Moira, (as being
“honoured with His Royal, Highness’s confidence)
ventures to indulge the anxiety he feels, that an
suangment of the-ytmost importance for the inte-

" routs.of the Colmtry shoupld not, goaﬁ'on,apy mis-

vpderstanding,

He therefore intreats Lord Grey and Lord (}.rénq

TR S S
.. .- GREY,
L 06 K I

3
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ville to advert to the explanatory letter*. of the third
of J ﬁne,'vytitten by him to the former.. And if
the dispositions therein expressed shall appear to
them likely to lead, upon confqencg, toany advan-
tageous result towards co-operation in the Prince's
Service, he will be happy to have an interview
wn.h them.

Should the issue of that conversation prove such
as he would hope, his objeet would be to solicit
the Prince Regent's permission tg, address them
formally. - He “adopts this mode to preclude ajl
difficulties in the outset. Let him be permitted to
remark, that the very. urgent pressure of Pubhcb
Affairs renders th.e most 3peedy determmatnon ins
ﬁmtely ‘desirable. ’

‘June 5,’ 1812, .-

~N.B. This was written in the presence of the
Duke of Bedford, in consequence of conversation
with his Grace; and was by him carried to Lotd -
Grey. -

) L No.”zon
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) No.'27.' e
7 Y ol

'N‘oufromlmds Greyderenvme,dediningm o

‘thorized Discussions, 5th Jlme.

Howse of Lords, June 5th, 1siz.
We cannot but feel highly gratified by. the
kindness of- the motive, on which Lord- Moira
acts. Personal communication with him' will
always be acceptable and honourable to us. But
we hope he will be sensible, that no advantage
is likely to result from pursuing:this subject by
unauthorised discussions,” #fid w a course d:ﬂb

rent from the usual practxse ‘

. .Motives .of abvious delicacy .mnst, prevent
© our taking. any step towards- determining the

Prince Regent to authorize Lord Moira to ad-
dress us personally. We shall always receive
with dutiful submission His Royal ‘Highness’s -
commands, in whatever manner, "and throagh
whatever channel, he may be pleased to signify
them, aud we trust .we shall never be found



wanting in zeal for His Royal Highness’s serir}oe,' |
and for the public interest. But we cannot ven-
ture to suggest to His Royal Highness, through
-@BY: Other." persan, .our: opinious, ‘an: points iy
which His Rayal Highness is mat pleased to re- -
quire our advice.
: GREY, .

‘GRENVILLE, .

©

PN L N No.lzs' R, : ot

Lord Moira to Lords Grey and Grenville, informing

'the'm, that he has the Phince Regent’ s"Aiithority to

‘address them, and fequesting to know, when and where
"hé ¢an see themr. - Co

. Lord ‘Moira  présents-his best comphmcnts to-
i Lord Grey and- Lord Grenville @ .- .17 "t

-

. Dm@umged, as hc unavmdebl:y mmt bﬁ; he
yet cannot reconcile it to himself to leave any
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effort untried: And he adopts their principle for
an interview, though he doubts if the desired
conclusion is likely to be so well advanced by
ity as would have been the case in the mode
suggested by him.

He has now the Pnnce Regents mstructlom ‘

. 'to take steps towards the formation of a minis-

t

Ty

try ; and is autborized specially to address him-
self to Lords Grey | and Grenville. It is, there-
fore, his request to know, when and where he
can wait upon them. He would wish to bring
Lord Erskine with hnm. ‘

June 6, 1812. 11, Forenoon ’



ante of a Conversamn between Lord Moxra and
Lords Grey and Grenvxlle, at whxch Lord Erskme w;s

t

preSent. ‘

. ot e, PR L T
1 : . T R M R |
»

R | « e -

St Janms Place, 7
_ _ June G:h 1819.
et T iy FINTO.
- Lord Moira stated to Lord G rey aod Lord C ren-
. vxlle, that he was authonzed by the Prmoe Regent,
to consult .mtb them on the formation of a new ‘
' govefnment. ‘And satisfactory explanations having
taken plaoebetween them, respecting such mea-
sures as appeared to be of the greatest urg-ency.at
the present moment, more especially with refe-
rence to the situation of H. M.’s Roman Cathdlic -
subjects, and the differences now unhappily sub-
sisting with America; and that Lord Moira had
received this commission without any restriction




81

or limitation whatever being laid by the Prince,
-on their considering any points which they judged
~'nseﬁ‘11‘folr his service ; they expressed their satis-
faction with the fairness of this proposal, and their
réadiness .to enter into such discussions as must
precede the details of any new arrangement.  As
a prehmmary questnon, whlch appeared to them
of great importance, tbey thought it necessary
- _ immediately to bring forward, to prevent the in- ‘
.’convemence and ‘embarrassment of the further
delay which mnght be produeed, if this negotiation
should break off i m a more advaneed state, they
a.sked whether this full labcrty e.rtmded to the
comzderataon qf new appozmments to those great
qﬁce: of the household, wluch have zeen u.mally
' mluded in the polmcal arrangements ‘made on a
:change of admzmstmtzon, mtmatmg " their opi\

auon, that u would be necessary to act on the same
: pnnctple on tlw presem occasion. '

‘Lord Moira answered, that the Prince had laid
no restriction upon ium i’ that respect, and’ had
mer pointed in the most, dmant manner at the

e
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protection of those officers from removal; " that
-4t would be impossible for kim (Lord Moira) how-
-ever, to concur i making the exercise of this power
positive and indispensdble, in the formanon of the
administration, because he should deem'it on pubhc
grounda pecuhar{y oé;ectzonable

¢ . ‘

To this Lord Grey and Lord Grenvnlle replxed
they also acted on publlc grounds alone, and wnth
no other feehng whatever than ‘that whnch arose
from the necessity of glvmg to a new government
that character of eﬂiclency and atabxlxty, and
' those marks of the constitutional support of the
crown, whrch were reqmred to enable it to act
usefully for the pubhc service ; and that on these
grounds it appeared to them mdlspensable, that
the connection of the great offices of ' the court,
with the political admmlstratnon, should be clmrly
established in its first arrangements o

A decided difference of opinion as to this point '
having been thus expressed on both sides, the con-
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versation ended here, with. mutual declarations of
regret. ‘

‘ Notﬁing was said on the subject of oﬁcini ar-
umgements, nor any persons proposed on either
side to fil any partlcular situations,

!

n
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B. and C. Two Lettérs (whiél; passed between Lords -

‘Moira, and Grey) subjoined for the purpose of throw-
ing light on the ground of part of these Transactions.
. - * B. .

/ COPY) o
( May 31st, _181 .

My pear Lonn,

A just anxiety not to leave any thmg subject

to misunderstanding, must excuse me if I am trou-

blesome to'you. Since I quitted you, the necessity -
of being precise in terms has occurred to me: .

And, although I think I cannot have mistaken

you, Iwish to know if Tam accurate in what I -

~apprehend you to have said. I understood the

position, stated by you as having been what you -

advanced in the Houseof Lords, to be this, * That

« pledges had been given to the Catholics, a de- .

* parture from which rendered their pl:esent dis-
‘ appointment more gallmg, and that you said
- “'this*in the hearing of persons who could

« contradict you if you were inaccurate.” Just:

say whether I have taken your expression correctly
or not.
‘Believe me, &c. &c.
(Signed) - MOIRA,
Ferl Grey. ‘

~2
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i ‘ : C.

Hollarsd House, May 31, 1812.
My DEAW Lo‘nn,

I cannot suﬂicnently thank you for your kind

auxxety to procure an accurate statement of- the

" words spoken by me in the House of Lords. It.

is difficult to remember prec:se expresslons $0

long after they wcre spoken but Iam sure I

cannot be fir wrong in statmg the substance of

what I said, as follows .

I was speakmg on the subJect of Jhe Irish

~ Catholiés, and partlcularly on the charge of

intemperate - conduct whlch had been made
against them. I stated that great allowances

were to be made for tbrs, cous;denng their.

repeated “disappointments; and T cited, as in-
stances of these, thc recall of Lord Fitzwilliam,
and the Union." 1 then said, that the most
distinct and authentic pledges had been given to
them, of the Prmces wwh _to relieve them
from the disabilities of which thqy complained ;

7

et st o Srrhe 5
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.that T spoke in the hearing of persons who
would contradict me if what I said was un-
founded, and who would, T was sure, support
its truth if questioned; that riow, when the ful-
filment of these pledges was confidently ex-
pected, to see an Admlmsttatlon continued
in power, which stood on the express principle
of resisting. their clauns was, perhaps the bit-
terest dlsappoxntment they had yet experienced ;
and that it was not surprising, if, under such cir-
cumstancee, they felt, and acted, in a way that
 all well wishers to the peace of the empu'e must
regret.

This T give as the substance, and by 1o means
asa correct repetltlon of the pamcular expres-
sions used by me ; and this statement I ¢an nei-
_ ther retract nor endeavour to explain. away, If,
in_consequence of it, t'he Prince feels a strong
personal objection to me, I can only repeat, what
T have already said to you, that Iam perfectly
~ ready to stand out of the way; that my friends
shall have my full ¢ concurrence and ‘approbation
in takmg oﬂice without me, and my most cor-

—— e -

~
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