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[ 4] ‘
came fo agrecable to me. T was glad:ta heay, foi
popular a Motion from the Gestiemen who ayg a2

g{m‘ in, Power, It is with the higheft Sard~
faction of Mind that I now inform you; that
they had my Concurrence. I account it an
Honour to myfelf; as well as an A& of Juftice
to my Country, that I concurred with the
Majority on this Occafion; and voted, That
the L AND TAX for the Service of the current
Year fhould be no more than ONE SHILLING
_in the Pound.

I flatter myfelf, that every one who gave his
Vote, or declared his Opinion for or againft
this Queftion, a&ed with fo true a Heart, apd
with fo good an Intention, that no Apologics .
can be wanted on any Side. But I am not in-
fenfible what Arts are ufed to mifreprefentall
publick Tranfalions; befides, I muft always-
acknowledge your Right to know the Reafons
of every Vote which difpofes of your Proper-
ty; nor fhall I ever deny that I am’ accountable
to the meaneft of my Eleétors: I thereforehold
mylelf obliged to explain thisQueftion to them
‘in the largeft manner. A Task which I under-
take with the greater Chearfulnefs ; fince I am
fo perfeétly fatisfied with my Pote in this Cafe,
#hat on the Merits of this Queftion, I am cos-
zent to flake my Hopes of your future Favour, asd
#ll my Intereft in the next KleStion.

The Propofition took its Rife from the Mo~
tion of an Honourable Perfon in the Adminifira-
tion, who diftinguithed himfelf a powerful

" Advocate for the Landed Intereft. Beiug Firt
i the Management of she publick Revenue, it

3 minci-
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principally belonged- to him to propofe the ne-
.ceflary Provifions for the Service of the current
Year. There was, when he made this Propo-
Aitjon, a Millon to be raifed in Aid of the Sup-
Ply voted. Thjs Sum, §ir, was ealy .to be
raifed by the ufual Method of laying Two Sbil_ling’:
in the Pound o all the Lands of England; the
Land Tax at that Ratg being always.valued at

a Million. And had the Henourzble Perfon mo-

ved this Rate of Two Shillings in the Pound,

it would have been vated immediately ; it would
not have drawn on any Debates, nor have end-
-ed in any Divifion. Inftead of a long Struggle
- for.rwo Days tagether; inftead of a very te-
dious Conteft for many Hours each Day, the
whole Sum of Owe Million Sterling might have
been obtained in a Quarter of an Hour. Byt
he thought this particular Eafe to himfelf ought
never to {tand in Competition with ‘the general
Eafe of his Countrymen; and was therefore
content, with great Chearfulnefs, thus to fore-
go. his own Quiet and Repofe, thae You,.the
Freeholders of this Kingdom, mighs fhare -that
Indulgence, fo juftly due to thofe who have for
fo many Years fultained .the grievons Weight
of a Land Tax. S o

He promifed himfelf,. from the great Atten-
dance which he obferved.on this Occafion, that
there was a general Expe@ation in Favour of
the Landed Intereft. In this Inftance he thought

.it a peculiar Honour to himfelf, that he was
-pleading for the Land, an Advocate for al/
the Freeholders of Great Britain. He refle&ted,
that the Frecholders. were thofe, whom, by the
Law and Conttitutions of Parliament, not only
the
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the Knights of the Shires, but alfo every Mem-
ber was fuppofed principally to reprefent: Thdt
L AND was the ualilg?ation of every Mem-
ber, without which‘he could not fit or vote in
that Houfe; that this Qualification was provi-
ded with a particular View of Advantage to
the Freebolders; fince every Member being
obliged to hold a confiderable Part of his Pro-
perty inLand, would thereby feel the Burthens,
and know the Grievances of the Lavded Inte-
reff; would likewife bave the ftronger Motives
to redrefs their Complaints, and to indulge their
Interefts, whenever they came under publick
Confideration. He farther confideted, that
the Staple Commodities of theé Kingdom had al-
ways been fuch as were the Produce of the Land;
hac? always been favoured on that accotint by
the Reprefentatives of the People; and that
now the Queftion before them was, #hethér
they fbould, or thould not, eafé the Land Ownets
of England. ’

'To eafe the Land, he thought was 4 moft
defirable Precedent. One Inftance’ of Eafe to
the Freeliolders, would lay the Foundation, and
“prove the Beginning of a great Work, which
heretofore was always thought impracticablé,
and never had till then been attempted. If the
ublick Neceflities fhould hereafter reéquire this
};‘ax to be again repeated, though he hoped,
and trufted that it would be very fong befote
fuch Neceffities fhould arife; yet it was but juft
thHat till this became abfolutely neceffary, tlic
Frecholders thould. have Eafe. Being eafed in
Times of Peice, they would have the greater
Encouragement, they would be induced with
‘ o greater
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greater Chearfulnes to fupport the Publick
whenever we are threatned with War. _

This Precedent was the more defirable, .
becaufe it was offered by the Court, and arofe at
the Motion of the Minifters. If accepted in this
Inftance, it might be again repeated ; in all Proe
ibability it would. No Man who heard him
fpeak, and confidered how long this Parliament .
had continued, as alfo how foon they muft pro-’
ceed to a new Eleétion; no Man could imagine
that he thopld be inclined to load the Frechol-
ders at any time if it might be avoided ; but if
this was not accepted now, he knew not
when it might be attempted again. He be-
lieved this Artempt, if not accepted at this
time, muft be final, fince no Opportunity
could be wellexpeéted wherein this Propofition
could be made with more Advantage ; and fince
fo great a Difcouragement, as a Negative put on
the prefent Queftion, would deter himfelf, and,
he feared, all other Minifters from' propofing it
hereafter. )

Of all Taxes, he rightly judged that the
Land Tax was the mo]% unegual. He did not
make this Obfervation from the Inequality of
lnying and paying it, but becaule it was paid by
the Land Owners only, who bore na proportion
to the Body of the People; by which means
grc‘at'Sums of Money were raifed on afew Men
or the Benefit of many; than which nothing
cauld be more unequal.” He pEcLARED in the.
Jirongeft Terms, that as to the Manner of layi
and paying this Tax, however unequally it h
heen rifed on different Parts of the Kingdom

yet



[ 8]

yet any. Alteration in this cafe, was what he
fhould never propofe or attempt: It was too
much for him to verture upon 3 it was a moft
impraticablet (W orkyiand he believed that no
Man would ever enter upon it, as he was furg
on his own part that he never fhould. An
Abateiment dz’ the Land Tax was therefore in his
Opinion, the otly Eafe which could be given
to the Frecholders. They had paid this Tax
.without Intermiffion for the fpace of forzy .
Years. ' It had become a Rent Charge upon theit .
Lands. Eyen if it was but fometimes abated in

this manner; yet thar an alternate Eafe would .
be a vety Prqm‘iﬁn’g Relief to the landed Men: -
It would give them juft Expe&ations of a

total Difcharge in times to come: And this-
being but the Beginning, would lead thé way

to future Attempts of this natare; but if re-
jected, could hardly ever again be propofed; -
and therefore from the Determination of that

Day, it would be known and declared, #hether

4 Lanp Tax of at leaft Two Shillings in the

Pound was to become a perpettal RENTCHARGE

on all the Lands of England. . '

If then the Land Zax fhould be abated, or
in any degtee taken off, another Fund muft be
Eropofed, and f{ubftitited. in. the Room of it,

nce the Sx;lp ly given for the Service of the
Publick mu ge made good ; and if the Land,
which ufed t6 raifef the Supply, befpared, fonie
dthet part of Property muft be ¢ arged, on
which the Burthen will moré equally be laid, and
more cafily be raifed. ‘To this End the Honour-
able Perfon in the  Admirifiration propofed -the
Diyrits ob Savr, as theéy had been given by
RV ' T feveral
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- feveral ‘As of Parliament in the Reign of King
William the Third, and taken off about two
Years agol// FromoOtheferrDuties he propos’d
to naile Five Hundred Thoufind Pounds in lefd
than the fpacé of #brez Years. And this
being the Fourdation of that gteat Work,
which was now to be comriieniced in €afe of the'
Landed  Intereft, this was neceffirily to be
made the firft Refolution of that Day: Aftef

+which, when this fhould bé réefolved, the Ho-
siourable Perfon declared, he would then do hims
felf the Honour to move in Confequence of ity

- that one SuiLLiNG IN THE Pounp, and #d

- worey be laid on the Land for the Service of the
burrent Year. . : . '

« .You may, Sir, perhaps be furprized, that

Propoﬁtions fo vifibly calculated for the com<

tnon Eafe and Benefit of the People of England,
fhould ever adit of any Altercation: Yer thig
muft éver be expefed in Publick Affairs, all
Communities being compounded of vatious In=

‘wrefts, which often interfere and clath with

¢ach other. It was very juftly obferved by the

Honourable Parfony that there will evgq be Ob-

je&ions to all Takes by thofe who pay them.

And ¢ s as fiucy that every urequal a3, hows.

¢ever it'may be complined of by thofe who

bedr it, will be moft dpproved by thofe who
ire leaft affelted by it. The moft univérfal

Benefit to Mankind will be oppofed by thofe

who bave private Advantages arifing from the

publick Inconvenience. You rhuft have frequent
nftances of this in all the Counties of England.

You. have feen Oppofition made to Attempts

for improving thé Navigation “of Riversy. the’

e B Building



[ 10]
. Building of Bridges, enclofing of Commons, ot im-
" proving of wafte Lands; and we who live in the
Citics of Loudop and #efminfier, have feen Op-
ofition made even to the Methods of layin,
‘Natcr into our Houfes for the common Necel-
fities of Life.” The New River when it was
firft brought to London, occafioned 4 might
Clamour among all who had a private Intereft
againft the pub%ick Advantage. Al{ whofe In-
tereft it was that we thould pay dear for our
Water, were againft any Methods to make it
cheap. And the Fournals of Parliament fhew
Us Petitions in that Inftance agai?‘i bringing of
ater to Loondon &y Piges; becaufe thofe whofe

4

Bulinefs it was #o bring it to our Hou{é; in Veffelsy
would hold that Employment no longer. = °

~ Thus it is in the Competition between the
Salt Dutiesyand the Land Tax. ‘Though the Sale
Duty be ever fo equal and eafy, or the Land
Tax ever fo beavy and difproportionate ; yet thofe
who feel the Duties on Salt, and cannot be
charged to the Tax upon Land, would un-
doubtedly rather chufe that thé Land fhould
* pay a moff-grievous unequal Tax, than that the-
Salt fhould pay amy Daty at all. 'This Paffion,
which almoft every Man hathto fhift the Load
from hisown Back,and lay the heavieft Weight
entirely on his Neighbours Shoulders, when, if-
he bore an equal Part with his Neighbour,
both might bear it with great Eafe and Con-
venience: It is this Paflion, Sir, that makes,
too many averfe to an A& of Eafe in favour of
Land. It makes them not only fierce Oppos+
nents themfelves to any fuch Indulgence, how-
gver juft or well deferved ; butit I chcdgwh

. ' ' ter
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after them into the fame Oppofition, all who
depend on their Votes, or their Intereft; all

who owe Eleétions to their former Influence;,
and muft again refort to the fame Affiftance.

. Add to this, that in every Inftance of Re-
lief given to the Publick By an Adminiftration,
it will ever be oppofed, becaufe it is envied.
Thole who interfely hate a Miniftér, and in-
ceflantly labour to byas the Populace againft
him, fuch Men are fure to grudge that élbi'y'
which he acquires by eafing the People. It 1s
never for the Intereft of ambitious Men out of
Power that the Minifters thould do popular
Attions; it is their higheft Intereft to defeat
them and to difcredit them ; and in Truth, Sir,
I muft confefs my Opinion of the prefent Con-
" teft to be, that it was chiefly aStruggle, #%be~
ther the Adinifiration fbould bave the Homour of
eafing the Landed Men, and by relicving the
" Burthens, fecure the Afic®ions of be Peoplé of
England?

- Again, Sir, 48 we dre never to conclude a-
gainft any Propofition, becaufe it is violently
oppofed, neither ate we to bear too hard in our
(?cnfur'CS of a/] who concui with the Oppofi-
_tion; for it is the Glorz~ of Truth to bear the
fricteft Trialy and it is the Right of Englifimen
to make the fevereft Enquirics. Neitheris it
flible that popular Affemblies thould be with-
out Divifioits of Opinions, even tho’ it’ were
pofiible to bé without a Divifion of Interefts;

for Men have fuch differenit Ways of dcquir-
ing Knowledge and forming thicir Opinions, are
fo apt'to be led away l;)y the Perfuafion of \a;_t—l
o 2 u
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ful Men,and byafled by the Sentiments of theiy
Friends, thofe whom they love or efteem, and
daily converfe with, that even with the beft
good Views and trueft Hearts, many willfomes -
times unhappily appear in Oppofition againft
the plaineft and greateft Point of Equity, not
fenfible of their Miftake, nor apprehenfive of
itsill Effe€ts: We muft therefore judge of thofe
Men who differ from our Opinions, as we
would be confidered our felves, with the ut-
moft Candor and fair Conftru&ions.

We are, §ir, rather obliged to the Gentler
men who fo warmly oppofed thig Relief to the
. Land, than we can be faid to have any Com-
plaints againft them; for befides the Humani-
ty which always forbids us to cenfure ssn/ucce/s-
fZI Men, and the Compaflion which powerful-
ly pleads far the Panquifbed, we ftand indebted
to them for the various Lights in which wg
now fee the great Advantages of this Eafe to
the Landed Intereft; Lights which had never
been opened to us, had it not been for the
- ftrong Oppofition which appeared: "And there-
fore with me it is a Queftion, whether we are
matft obliged to thofe who had fo goed Capaci-
ties, angd took /o much Pains to explain thig Af-
fair; or to thofe whofe Perfeverance in Contrae
diction §ave them fuch ample Occafion to ex-
plain it? '

Great Advantage was taken from the Charge
of colle&ing this"Salt Duty: And to obviate
this, it will be neceffary to ftate this Revenue,
#s it was done with great Clearnefs and Ex-
- A - :aﬁﬂcc'i

~ ey
v
N [
\
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alnefs by the Honourable Perfon in the Admini-
Jration. : : .

The Gross/CarGeCof this Duty is diffe-
reng from the Gross Propuce. There is more
charged to the Revenue than is paid to it: And
this will be explained by .confidering how it is
chargedanddifcharged; how the Charge which
exceeds the Produce happens to be created, and
how it is cancelled.

The Gross CHARGE, Commu-
wibus Annis, was about — —— -.-.} 470,000
Out of which Grofs Amount,there —
were many Allowances and Draw-
backs to ‘the Dealers in Sakt and
Fifb 3 no Part of which wasa Charge
upon the Subjeét.

Discount oN ProMpr PAv-7Y
MENT, Was ﬂ;m Pence per Buthel
on White Salt, Four Pemce per{
ButhelonRock Salt, and Four Penceg”. 2000
on Foreign Salt, carried #wenty Miles§ »
by Sca, from Port to Port— —

SavLt carried Coaftwife, was an
Abatement of Thres Pence per Buthel
on all White Salt, and Three Half-
pence per Buthel on Rock Salt car-
ried swenty Miles by Sea, from Port
tgPoart — — — — -

ALLOWANCE FOR WASTE owz

' 11,000

SaLe
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SaLt ExporTED. All Salt wasy
charged with the Duties when de-
livered from the Works (not when
tade, but when f61d and deliver-| -
¢d.) But for the Encourigement of 3 £
thé Traders in Salt, the Exportet{ 120,000
éntred into Bowd to pay the Duty;
which Bond was cancelled upon af -
Debenture made out, verifying the
Salt to have been cxportcd): J

Savt LosT &t Ska. Salt for.,
which the Dutics had been paid, if
afterwards loft at Sea, the Merchant
upon Proof of the Lofs, was al-
lowed ro buy the like Quantity
Duty-fre — — — — —

.+ 1,500

Rock Saty MeLteb. Rk
" Salt was cha;gcd with the Daty at |
the Pits ; dnd when melted and
made into white Salt, fuch white|
Salt wa¢ alfo chafged with the
Duty; but the Refiner or Maker| - . N
had an Allowance or Abatementout 2 - 36,000
of fuch Charge, for fo'many Bufhels
of Rock £lt for which the Duty
had been pdid, ds he had melted |
down :and_mide’ ufe of in making [ .

white Salt . e = o —}

/

SaLT
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SALT Dyury FREE FOR THEY |
" Fisugry. Curers of Fith
" paid no Duty, neither did they
give Bonds for what Salt they]
ufed in Curing Fifh; by thel. - . £.
ptities which they took up.> 51,008,
for thappurpofe, were charged] =~ .° .
in the Accounts of the Office, k. -
and, difcharged hs;’Jon,dx_;_cPrqu B
given, that the Salt had begn | -
. ufed in Curing of Fith———' -
SaLTEn BEEE AXD Pork).
ExportED, This.isa Draw- #
back of Five Pexce por Barrehi

. heing in lienof the Dy paidf, - . *°

- for the Saly uled .in Cyringyy -
~..fuch Beef or Pork, - ). i
Total. of . Dedugtjons. from thq}‘ 239,670
. Grass CHARGE s

Sum————

.

| Sothat\tbéGRoss;PWUCB of this

_Tax.p3id by the Subject was '?m}';z;-o 235,
Chargeof Managemept to bededydied - - 25,000

Nett Produce of the Salt Duty—;;bf,é jo

From which Net# Produce thus aiifing?) ————
"to the Publick, thére muit be de- I
ducted the Sum aghually paid te{ .
- Merchants, Exporters of Fith, for |

i the Premium of Bounty granted by?' 19,00Q

an’ A& made in the Reign of the|: -
" lase King George L.- on the Ex o't’-'l'-,
tation og feveral Species of Frf;] -t
Nett Sum paid into the Evichequer,’y
- on the Credit of which, Five hun-€ '
* dred thoufand Rounds is to be néw -18613; e
¢ raifed” e—— i
Nert/PRoDycE~20¢,370
The
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T'lic Sum of 100007, per Anntm, mentioned

in this Account, is a real Charge fubfifting,
though/no Duty conthome-made Salt fhould

impofed. It is at this time charged on the:
Duties paid upon foreign Salt Imported 5 and

thofe amounting to very little, this Bounty is
made good out of the O/d Sufidy, to the Di-
minution of the Sinking Fund. Let it then be

raifed in which way foever the Parliament fhall - .
dire&, whether by Cuftoms or by Excife, there

muft ftill be a Charge of Martagement at-

tending it. If it be raifed on thé Salt Duty; .

and not on the Old Subfidy, why then the
Sinking Fund bath the Benefit of it, and the
Difcharge of the National Debt is advanced
many Thoufands (,!” Annum. ‘This therefore
dittinguifhes the Charge of Management; and,
we muft allow a due Proportion of the 25000/,
as well to the Sum paid in Bounties to the Ex-
porters of Fifb, as to the Sum defived for the Sers
wice of the current Year; for thefe two Sums

jointly confiitute the NeTT PRODUCE, though -

they are diffinétly appropriated.

. 'The Nett Sum paid into the Exchequer, if due
Allowancesare made, (as others befidesthis which
- we have juft mentioned ought to be made)will ot
be found to coft the Publick in raifing, above
Twenty TwoT boufand Poundsper Annum. The Sum
of Five Hundred Thoufand Pounds propofed to be
raifed on this Credit, has almoft three Years
allowed to raife it in. Every Man in common
Life would rather chufe three Years than oné
Year, for the Payment of a Debt. He would
¢ven bear an extraordinary Expenee, for the
Indulgence of extraordinary Time. The
Charge of Management on the whole Duty,
. B -

e
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is not abpve Ten per Cent. And what Gentleman
in private Life can manage his Eftate cheaper?

_The Land, T'ax is:indeed collected for lefs, but
ought by no means to be compared with Du-

ties of this kind; Aflefiments on Lands not ré-
quiring, the fame careful Infpetion, the fame
Guard and Attendance, nor being liable to
Frauds like Cuftoms or Excifes: Yet the Land

- *'Tax cofts the Publick, 135007. per Annym, by

parliamentary . Allowance and other neceffary
Charges of Management.. Nay further it
oofts 40007 more on Account of an Office
kept in Commiffion to fuperintend it. And
thus if the Salt Daties coft 220001 for the
Charge of Management, the Land Tax cofts
near 18000 /. So that where is the vaft Difference ?
._To aggravate this Clamour againft this
Charge, lond Complaints have been made of
Fraups in the Management. But this manner
of raifing the Duty on Salt js lefs attended with
Frauds, than any other Excife whatever. Let any
one examine the Articles of the grofs Chargesabove
thegrofs Produce ; he will find that thereisno Mo-
ney paid or returned, to tempt the Avarice, or
encourage the Frauds of knavith Dealers. The °
whole grofs Amount cxcceding the grofs Pre-
duce, is charg’d and difcharg'd by Entries of
Dehtor and Creditor, in the. Accounts of the
‘Officc.  When Salt is taken up for Expor-

_tation, a Bond is given for the whole Duty

payable on bome Confumptiony and this Dury
muft be paid, unlefs a Debenture is brought to
the Office, figned by the King’s Officers, who -
muft have been Eye-witnefles to the Expor-
tation of the Salt; upon which the Bond
%fven is exchanged for the Debenture. It is
the fame in other Articles of the Grofs Amoyns.
Sl C Where.

\
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Where the Duty is charged by Entry in the Of«
fice- Accountsy it~can only be difcharged upon
due Atteftations given, that the Salt hath been
ufed as is required by Law. There is but one
Draw-back in Money to be found in the whole
State of the Salt Duty; this is the Draw-back
allowed the Exporters of falted Beef and Pork,
in licu of the Duty paid on Salt ufed in curing
Jfuch Provifions 5 and this, which is the only In-
fance of the Kind, amounts to no more than
the trifling Sum of Ome Hundred and Fifty
Pounds. &/hcrc then can there be Frauds, or
how are they pracicable?

In Truth, whoever looks upon the State of
this Duty, though he fhould admit that it is
raifed with the utmoft Stri¢tnefs and Rigor;
will fee, ffom the Nature of it, that it can ne-
ver pay ahove Three Shillings and one Penny pey
Bufhel. The fingle Article of Prompt Pay-
ment brings it to this Rate; dnd fhould we ad-
mit that there is not that Wafte which is al-
lowed for by Parliament, yet would an Allow-
ance cven-for Wafte that never happens, prove
. agreat Benefit to the Iuland Trading Towss ;
for as this is only allowed on Sajt Water borne
Coaft-wife, it confequently muft enable the
Dealers in Salt to fell it Three Pence per Buthel
cheaper to thofe Counties which live diftant

- from Salt Works, and prove an Alleviation of
the Charge of Carriage; fo that it muft make
the Price of the Commodity more equal all over
the Kingdom. ‘ ’

But I will go further with refation to the
Frauds objeéted againft the Management of this
_ Duty. If we allow what we know muft be
‘impoftible 5 if we allow the Grof§ zlmwl.t;. 3

- - : ove
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above thé Grofs - Produce, the whole Sumi
réleafed to Carers of Fifb, &c. being 239,350/
I fay, Sir, if we allow it allto bean entire Fraud,
though we are certain it cannot betrue ‘yct on
this large and unbounded Conceffion to thofe who
oppofe the Queftion, it would be fo far from
proving any thing to our Difadvantage, that it
would reduce the Duty charged on the Subject
to lefs than Sixteen Pence per Bufhel. ,

Having thus removed the Charge of Frasds
in the Management, we fhall next, Siry exas
mine every Article of Grievance objefted tothe
Salt Daties; namely, that it is a Burthen on the
Moanaring of Lands, on the Navigation of Great
Britain, on the Exportation of Frovifions; andon
Home Confumption, cfpecially among the Farmers?
Not one of which Objections wil% bear Exami»
fiation. ’

In the Manuring of Lands, any Quantity of
foul Salt may be had gratis for carrying it off
from the Pits, and no Duty is ever paid or
charged, but the Perfor who takes it away to
manure his Land, having an Officer with him,
fs entitled-to ufe it Duzy-free. '

In the Nawigation of Greas Biitain, the Salt
Duties can hardly be called a Burthen. By
Accounts from the Vi&ualling Office for three
Years, of Contra@ts made for Salt ufed in the
Service of His Majeftys Navy; the Charge fot
*Ten Thoufand Men appears to have been, at a
Medium 2600 J. per Avnam Extraordinary Ex-
pence occafioned by the Duty 3 which’is no
more thea fpwe Shillings péir Man. If then the

g G2 -whole

—A
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whole Navigation carried on by the Merchaats of
Great Britain, be fuppofed to employ THirTY
FHousaND Sailorsy and more, 1 believe, can-
not be/prgved”to be'in"their Service 5 on my
own Part I imagine, and perhaps I could prove
the Number to be lefs ; why then the Duty on
the whole Confumption of Salt in that Service
will not exceed 78007. In the Provifion for
a Ship of 150 Tons for fix Months, the Duty
on the ufual Proportion carry’d out is never
morc than Forty Sbilkngs. Yet this hath been
a Clamour loudly ecchoed, as if Ssven or Eight
Thoufand Pounds per Annum Wwas a grievous
Load on the whele Navigation of Great Britain,
which grew and flourifhed with this Duty five
and thirty Years together; notwithftandiogthat
this Duty, of which we have had fo long Ex-

erience, and from which we have found no

nconvenicnce, is now reprefented as what muft

rove the Ruin of our Navigation, and the
Bcﬂ:ru&ion of our Commerce. :

Men who have never been acquainted with a
Seafaring Life may be impofed upon; but
thofe who have known ir, can very well teftify,
that Salt Provifions are not the only Vitfualling
of Sailors. In Port they always expend Frefh
Meat 3 at Home, and at moft Places Abroad.
1n Foreign Voyages, Dry'd Fifb, Flower, Fruit,
Rice, &c. are great Part of their Vitualling.
- In America, Tortoife, Cod, and other Sorts of
Fifh, are to be confidered as a Saving to other
Provifions. In moft Voyages made to the #¢f#
Indiesy hardly any Salt is ever ufed which pays
Duty. The Ships employed in that Service go
to Jreland for ViGualling to the #efi Indies 5

X . and
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- and when their Provifions are {pent, they cure
- fufficient Quantities for the Remainder of their
Vayages with American Salt. All who trade
to Seuth and 'Nortb Garolinay' Virginia,. Mary-
-land, Penfilvania, New York, New Englaxd,
and Newfoundland, have this Advantage on
their fide, that they victual outwards in Jreland,
and -homewards in #hofe Colonies. Judge then
how many Thoufand Sailors muft be employed
in the Navigation to our Northern Colonies.- All
thefe cannot pay any thing to the Duties on
Salt 3 and this Branch of the Britifb Naviga-
tion muft entirely be Duty Free. So that the
Charij of Duty on Salt Provifions ufed for the
Meychants Service, might be proved to coft
them lefs than Fowr Thoufand Pounds per
Aunnum,

Neither is the Sal# Duty a Burthen upon the
Exportation of Provifions ; for thereisa Draw-
kack allowed the Exporters, in Lieu of the
Duty which they have paid. In Cafe too no
Drawback was allowed them, yet it would not
occafion that Difference which we find between
the Price of Provifions here, and in frelond 3
from which Kingdom they are exported
cheaper than from hence. In Irelsnd they
have no Land Tax ; and where the Land is not
'Faxed, doubtlefs the Charge of PasTurace,
and the Price of Provifiens, will be lefs in Pro-
portion. A very confiderable Reafon that we
fhould eafe our Lands, if we would have our

. Provifions cheaper. But there is an etermal
‘Truth in the Cafe, which will ever vary the
Price of Provifions between us and that King-
donn.  Provifions are déar every where in Pra-

. portion
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portion to the Number of People; andall Coma
modities rife in their Price according to theDes
mand for them, or to their Diftance from 4
Market."' It"is'this-that' makes FiGualling at
London - dearer than at Cork or Haterford.
It is this likewife that makes Fictualling
at Newcafile almoft as cheap as in Jreland
An Aeve of Ground is the fame in all Countries
under the fame Climate ; it will produce the
Jfame Quantity of Corn, or feed the fame Num-~
ber of Cattle; but both the Corn produced,
and the Cattle fed, will bear a Price propor-
tioned to the Number of thofe who demand
them; or if they are carried any Diftance toa -
Market, according to the Charge of carrying
them thither: So that we fee the Difference of
Provifions in their Price ftands onanother Foots
ing than that of the Sal# Dusy. ’

This Duty will be no Burthen upon thé
Farmers. Whatever Ssi# they ufe in making
up Goods for the Market, is paid for at the
Market by the Buyer, and falls where it cught
to fall, upon' the Confumer. Nor in their
own Families is it heavy; for if it cofts Five
Shillings per Head at Sea, half the Quantity of
Salt not being ufed in curing Provifions for
Land ; why then, if as much Salt Meat was
ufed at Land as at Sea, the Duty would not
coft more than Hzlf a Crown per Man. But
there never was half the Salt Meat expended |
in any Families at Land, as muft be ufed at
Sea; and confequently Farmers Men cannot pay
to this Duty more than One Shilling per Head
for we know that more than Half the Year
they live upon- the Pr8duce of the Dairy at}l}d
. the¢
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the Garden. Let me then ftate it as a Me-
dium, though I am fure I fpeak at the highett,
that there are ufually fixteen Perfons in a Farm
of One Hundred Pounds per. Anmum. This will
not be a Charge of more than Siwteen Shil-
Jings in a Year; fo that in rwoe Years and three
uarters, the whole Charge would be about
orty Four Skillings. Now fuppofe the Frmer
to be the Land Owner at the fame Time, will
he not fave from this Abatement of the Land
Tax, more than this Forty Four Shillings taken
from him by the Duty on Salt? Suppofe then
that the Eftate be rated at the firft Value, he
muft fave Five Pounds by this Abatement of One
Shilling. Suppofe likewife that it be rated un-
der One Shilliniin the Pound, when there is 2
Two Shilling Land Tax; even then he will
fave Fifty Shillings on his Eftate by the Abate-
ment. So that in thofe Countries where the
Affeflments were according to the full Valge,
eat Relief will be given by this Eafe of the
fand Tax; and where the Afleffments are a-
the loweft, no new Burthen is impofed by ex-
changing this:for the Salt Tax. ’

Let it likewife be confidered, with Relation
to the' Lands, that of this.Sum raifed by the
Salt Duty, many Thoufands per. Annum can-
not poffibly affe&t the Land Owners or the
Farmers. For the Viualling of the Ten
Thoufand Sailors in his. Majefties Service, and
of the Thirty Thoufand Men in Merchants
Service, muft be confider’d as producing part
of this Revenue. The Charge of Duty on
Salt ufed in home Confumption, muft therefore
be lefs in Proportio, .o ,

. On
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On thisHead I fhall add what hath appear’d,
on the beft Enquiry, with refpeét to Goods made
ap in Earms for 2be Market. A Firkin of But~
2e7, containing §6 Pounds, takes up Fowr Pousids
of Salty the Duty of which is Three Pence: So
that in Five Pounds of Butter, the Duty is but
ONE FarTHING. Owe Hundred and Twenty
Poulds of Cheefe takes up Fourteen Poands of
Salty fo that in every Three Pounds is ONE
FartHiNGg Duty. A Hog of One bundred and
twenty Pounds Weight requires a Peck of Salt
for Land,-and two Pecks for Sea Service. 'The
Duty of Salt will then be ONe FarTHING ot
three Pounds of Pork for Land, and ene Half~
penny on the fame Quantity cured for Sea. Add
to this, that rthree bundred Weight of Flefb is &
Seaman’s Allowanie for a Year. Which is a far-
ther Demonttration, that the Duty per Man in
the Sea Service is no more than Five Shillings.

Ta thew then how thefe Daties on Salt af-
fe& the People: Divide the Sum raifed upon
all the Inbabitants of England. As they have by
fome been rated, at Six, and by others at 7¢»
Millions, 1 will take the Medium of Eight Mil-
%ons, though I might fairly go higher. Why
then, Sir, 205,350/ diftributed among Kight
Millions of Perfons will not amount to more
than Six Pence per Man. And if we could fup-
pofe that onec Man with another paid Two Shil~
lings and Six Pence per Head in a Year, as fome
have fuggefted, the Duties muft every Year
produce as much as a Two Shilling Land Tax.

You have now, Sir, feen that the SavT
Du r v is no Burthen upon the People of Eﬁ
la
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Jand, whether we confider the Merchant or
the Farmer, the manuring of Land, or the
curing of Fifby the Price of Provifions in our
Home Confumption, or in our Exportations. It
is an equal and a reafonable Tax, paid only
in fuch Proportions, as every Man mutt fhare, -
and every Man can afford. It -hath not one
Objection in the World againft it that bears
the leaft Weight, but the Charge of Manage-
ment. Nowbecaufe the Land Tax is colle&t-
ed for about Foar Thosfand Pounds (o if it were
sven Forty Thoufand Pounds) lefs.than the Dx-
3y propefed, would you, or would any reafona-
ble Judge prefer the former, fhould you find it
to be the moft wnegral, grievaus and oppreffive
Tax that ever was raifed ona fuffering Peaple,
through the Neceffities of their Affairs?

. 'The & greater part of difinterefied and dif-
paffionate Men, faw abundamt Reafon to accept
this Propofition, of .Reduring the Land Tax #
-Qae Shilling in the Pound, -from this fingie
-Confideration, that it bad never been done &e/ge
fince the Lanils were firff affeffed. Within thefe
. Forty Years the Land hath been'taxed without
Jatermiffion. Firft, it was taxed in the thape
-of Monthly Affeflments, before any Yearly Rates
.were regularly impofed. After which there
.were 17 Aids of Four Shillings, 11 of Tbree,
and 12 of Tww Sbhillings in the Pound. Oa the
whale, $ir, the Land hath paid a the fairef
Computation, Sixty Five Millions awiskie
thefe lafp Forty Years; which though it was
_xaifed on a: Property of more than Six Huwtdred
and efty Millions, for fo much muft the Rents
-of fo many Yecars amount to; yet it was an

‘ D im=
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smmenfe Sum: And whilt we refle® on this
vaft Expence to frcfcrvc our deareft Rights,
we fhall always, I -hope proportionably deteft
that raging Tyranny, and enormous Oppreffion,
againft whofe dcvouring Progrefs we could not
make a Stand with Jefs Expence, or fave ourfclves
on eafier Terms, from Deftrution.

The Land Tax was originally affeffed accord-
ing tofuch Valuations as the Land Owners them-
felves thought good to rate their Eftates at ; and
hence it became cftablithed differently, accord-
ing to the Difpofitions of the feveral Countics,
in favour of the ftanding Government. This
hath been the conftant Manner of raifing it,
and this Manner will admit of no Alrteration.
The Tax raifed by this Means, hath been a fure
Fund to fupply the Neceffitics of the Publick
in its greateft Diftres. 'When the Heat of Fo-
reign Wars, and the Decay of our Trading In-
tereft were moft grievous to us, the Land fu-
ftained-the Weight of our Charge the Supply
was Certain here, though every where elfe it
became Deficient. When every Branch of our
Revenue was leflened with our Commerce, the
Land paid ftill the fame Aflefiments without In-
termiffion, with- no Abatement or Eafe under
Two Shili’i in the Pound : And therefore tothe
Eafe of the Land in Zimes of Peace, all our At-
tention is due, becaufe our laft Refource muft
be to the Land whenever we are obliged #
bazard a War .

It is the Felicity of His Majefty’s Reigd,
that under his aufpicious Influence the Peace of
R ‘ - Eurepe
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Europe hath been reftored, and, we truft, eftas
blithed on lafting Foundations. His moft gra-
cious Speech from the Throne, in the opening
of this Seflion, hath amply enlarged on the
great Advantages of our prefent Situation ; and
thereby raifed. the Expetations of his People,
that they fhall find immediate Eafe and Benefit
from this univerfal Tranquility. The Acceilion
of the States General to his Majefty’s Treaties,
hath compleated whatever we withed,or thought
wanting to fecure the prefent Repofe of the .
World. When every thing Abroad hath thus
fucceeded to our utmoft Withes; when we can
no longer juftify Delays to eafe the People, from
any vifible Uncertainty of our Affairs; fhall we
donothing to convince the People that we have
a Peace, %)uc merely by telling them that we
have procuredit? Or rather, ought we not from
the Difference of their Taxes, to thew them the
Difference between certain and unfertled Tran~
quility ? - :

To whom can the Firf# Fruits of this Pacifick
Seafon be fo juftly due, as to the Landed Men
of this Kingdom; who bore the greateft part
of that Load under which we groaned,. and at -
all times paid a Third part of the Charge, though
they are not pretended to be a Twentieth part of
the People? 'W hat we raifed upon them in our
Times of Difficulty, Neceffity muft juftify:
But what thall excufe an unequal, partial Tax,
where no Neceflity requires it, and when it
may be changed for onc more equsl and eafy
than any that ever was paid by the People ?

.Da Sale
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Salt is the only Commodity which we can
tax, to fubftitute a Fund in the room of Land.
At leaft, it is this Year the only Tax to be laid;
forotherwife, what Refource thall we have in
Years to come ; what fhall we charge next
Year in Lieu of the Land, thereby to continue
the Eafe which is now given to the Freeholders ?
Tt is alfo the fitrefl, becaufe the moft egual and
difiributive. No Man pays for more than he
ufes ; no Man ufes more than he is able toafford.
. ¥f he be Rich, he can eafily bear the Duty on
lavge Quantities 5 if he be Poory he but lightly
fo} the Tax on a very little; and in all Condi-
tions of Life, whatever his Subftance or Ability
is, he pays no more from this Tax, than hisbare
Proportion to the Support of that Government
by whofe Power his Property is protefted.

All Men ufe Salt in Proportion to their Abi-
lity ;3 but all Men do not hold Land: ToMul.

titudes of the former, there are very few of the - -

latter. Here is now Five Handréd Thoufand
Pounds to be raifed by a Land Tax, or a Sulr
Tax. The Queftion then will be, Shall we raile
this Sum by the Land Tax on Foar Hundred
fTZotgand Men only, (a far greater Number thay
the Body of Land Owners in this Kingdom) of
fhall we raife it by the Salt 7ax, on Eieur
MiLLioNs, (a lefs Number than the Bulk of
the People may be fairly computed at?) Confi-
der too, that even the Landed Men pay their juft
Proportion to the Duty on Salt; but Men that
have not Land, pay nathing to the Land Tax.
Is it not then much more equal and righteous,
‘that we fhould tax every Man a little in pro-

' portion
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portion to his Ability, than that we fhould tax
a very few Men in & great Degree, far beyond
the Proportion of their Ability 2

- ¥f the Land Tax, be remitted, it muft be of
Eafe to the Land Owner; but to remit the-Sak
Fax cannot relieve him : for if the Inhabitant,
or Tenant, be remitted the Sa/t Dwy, what
Benefit hath the Land Owaer? Will it mife
his Rents, or improve the Value of his Eftate?
But if the Land Tax be abated, the Land Ozwner
muft receive more Money from his Eftate. Se .
that in the Cafe of every Country Genteman
who hath an Eftate of One Thou/dnd per Annum 3
if the Eftate be rated at the fuli ‘l};ﬂe, as we
fee in many Coutrties, hemuft fave Fifty Pounds
by the Abatement of Oune Shilling: ow that
thiis cannot be drawn from him again by the
Salt Duty, will eafily appeary fine¢ at One Shil-
ling per Head hé muft keep Three Hundred Per-
fons 10 Family, before it can happen that what
 he faves from the Land Tax 'in ene Year, is
taken away by the Salt Zax in three Years,
. And if his E@tate fhould pay no more than Eight
Pence to a Twoe Shilling Rate, yet by the Abate-
ment evgn of a Groat in the Pound, he alually
faves near Sevewreen Pounds per Aanuiny which
he cannot poflibly repay to the Daties on Salt,
unlefs he maintain above One Hurdred Perfons.
This then will thew to the higheé@t Demonttra-
tion, how great Relief this Abatement muft
ive to all the Couwsry Gentlemen, whether theje
ftates are rited more or lefs to the Land Tax.
For where the Farm is rated near to its full
- Value, almoft #hree Timesas much s 2early paid
o the Land, as can be paid to ‘the §a/¢ Daty.
| - : Again
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Again, where the Land is taxed at the loweft
Rate that ever was paid in /ales, or the moft
diftant Parts of Scotland ;5 as much Money at
leaft is paid out of that Farm to the Land Tax
in one Year, as to the Salt Duty in three Years.
So that where the Lands have moft Eafe, and
pay the Joweft Rate of Taxation, ftill the Sal#
Zax will prove no Bartheny, nor bring a greater
‘Charge upon them. ’ o

You fec then, Sir, that as the diftant Parrs
of the Kingdom can have no Objeflion to it3
confequently, all other Parts of the Liand where
the Rates have been highy muft have infinite
Eafc from this Abatement § and I dare fay that
they have eager Expetations of the Relief pro-
pofed. How much they want this Eafe, you,
Sir, and all who live in the Country, are very
well able to judge. :

Let me then plead withyou the Caufe of the
Laxpep Max, and not only with you, who
are interefted in the Caufe, and,as a Land Owner,
muft be lzfcpoﬂ'eﬂéd in Favour of my Argu-
ment; buf let me plead with every impartial
Man, with all who .have no other Interefls in
this Affair, nor at;y'Motives to induce their
Opinions, but thole of marural Fufice and of
Human Pity. Look upon the Gentlemen of
thofe Countries, whofe Forefathers were (if a
very worthy and bonourable Perfon will allow me
to ufe bis Expreflion) KnicaTs ERrRANT #0
the Revolution. Behold them rating their Lands
atthe bigbeft Value, for the Service of that Go-
vernment in whofe Support they found their
only Proteétion, and from whofe Power they

i - altogether
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altogether derived their invaluable Liberties :
See them groaning under the Weight of Pub-
lick Calamities, forthe Space of Forty Years,
without the leaft ‘Intermiffion ; fee them
raifing Sixty Five Millions for the Publick
Supplies : Ask of your felves, how many fair
Eftates might have been preferved from beavy
Mortgages and Incumbrances; how many younger
‘Children might have been bleft with handfome
Provifions; how much Ho/pitality might have
been fupported in their feveral Countries, if
this had not been raifed upon the Land? And
whilt we curfe that ever-hated and confu-
ming Tyranny, which, even whenit left us and
fled before us, entailed fuch Wars, entailed
fuch Expences and Burthens upon us; have we
not caufe to rejoice in that equal and indulgent
Government, whofe Wifdom hath furmounted
the Evils that alarmed us for fo many Years
together, and whofe Eigm'ty is ever contriving
-to render more eafy ‘thole Charges which have
been brought upon us? .

If we had not exerted our felves to reco-
ver our Rights and reftore our Conftitu-
tion, we fhould not indeed have had this De-
bate; we fhould not have contended what
Part of our Property fhould bear the Charge
of Government, for we thould then have had
no Property remaining. But fuch is our bappy
gnd envied Condition, that as it is our fole
Prerogative to tax our [elves, fo we are the on-
ly Infiance of a People who have difputed wbhe-
sher we fbould EASE our felves. We owe this
Happine§s, and this Glory to our brave Strug-
gles for Publick Liberty. In a Northern Coun-

¥,
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#ry, where the People gave up their Rights to
the firft Demands of their Prince, we have
the Teftimony of a moble Author, an Eye-
witnefs to their fatal Misfortunes, That
they fue to their Sovereign, and beg on their
Knees that he. would take their Lands from
them: The Tax affefled on their Lands, often
exceeds the Produce; and if one Eftate be not
able to pay the Charge exated by the Officers
of the (PJrowng, the poor Land Owner is obli-
-ged to make it good out of any other Property
‘which he hath in the World. - Far different s
the: Lot of Ewugliftmen, whofe Minifters fue
for Indulgence in behalf of the Frecholders,
and appear the Advocates of the Landed Inte-
refl. Underour Government, it is not fludied
bow much_can be racked and [queezed from the
Lanpep Man; buron the contrary, bow much
can be [pared bim, and what Indnigence can be
allowed bim. . g .

- Tt hath, Sir,. been laid down by thofe whb
have been the warmet againft -this Eafe 40 the
Lands, * That all Taxes ought to be laid up-
¢ oh the -Rich, and not upon the Pook;, that
¢ all People cught to pay Tawes, accordihiz
€ to theit Abilities; and that all who have the
. Honour to f* in Parliament, thould confider
¢ thofe whom they are to reprefeme.”  TIh 4ll
which Propofitions, as every reafonable Man
muft concur, fo he cati only be furprized to
hear them applied in Support of a Twe Shil-
sing Land Tax, ‘

. Tt mufty Sir, be-allowed, by thofe who have

_feen the way of Living in the Country, that

there arc not pogrer Mes in the World, than
T Gentle="
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Gentlemen of fmall Efates and large Famsliés.
Eftates of One Thoufand Pounds per Annumi,
and dswnwards, are.attended with incredible
Difficalties, W hat:numerous-Bodies of Land
Owners there are of this Clafs, thofe Gentle-
men who reprefent the Counties, have feen
in the common Attendances on Parliamentary
Elettions. And in a Body of three or four
Thoufand Freeholders, how few are the Num-
ber of thofe who hold a Thoufand Pounds pér
Annum? Of all Men in the World thele Gen-
tlemen feem the moft proper Objeéts of Re-
lief. They have no way to raife or improve
their Fortunes: Nor Induftry, nor Ability can
be of ufe to them, whillt they continue Coun-
try- Gentlemen. They can only preferve their
Eftates with much dificulty, gut cannot ac-
-quire new Fortunes. With fo little Scope
to improve what they poflefs, it is harder
_ ftill, -when their Properties happen to be loaded
. with grievous and unequal Taxes. They can
. have no View in the World, but to confine
their Expence within their Incomes, or 4t
-moft to fave fmall Portions for their younger
Children. Their Properties are invefted in
" real Eftates, often entailed, and what is worfe,’
incumbered. - 'They cannot, by turning of Pro-
perty into various Shapes, double or treble ity -
nor can they reccive more than Common In~
zereft, hardly ever fo much. They are many
of them the Heads and Heirs of very Ancient
Families. They are obliged to live up to the
mominal Value of their %ﬂatcs, often beyond
it, meerly to fupport their Credit and Figure
in their Countries. They have Parks and
Manfion Houfes,,and a %;cat Refort of Frimdé
- E an
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and Neighbours to them; which continually
drains their fcanty Revenues. They are ob-
liged o, ferve expenfive, sunprofitable Offices,
to be High Sheriffs, fuftices of Peacey, Commif-
Sfuners of Taxes, &c. to their very great Bur-
then and Grievance. And when their Chil-
dren are grown up, when their younger Sons
are to be fertled in the World, and their
.Daughters difpofed of in Marriage, then, when
their Neceflities are greateft, they have leaft
Ability to bear them; they go out of the
World with all their Affairs in Confufion, and
leave their Fjrfi-Born o inherit an infupportable

Mortgage.

The Mortgagee, or the MoNEYED MAN,

‘'who is the lait Refource of thefe unhappy

Gentlemen, ftands wholly exempt from the
Weight of Taxes, even in thofe very Eftates

"where he is fuch a dead Weight, and fuch-a
“beavy Incumbrance. The Land Owner who holds

an Eftate of One Thoufand Pounds per Annumythough

- balf of it be mortgaged, pays the whole Land

Zax;3 and notwithftanding his whole Income is
but Five Hundred Pounds per Awnum, yet he
muft pay One Hundred Pounds out of this at a
Two Shilling Land T4x, whillt the Mortgagee
pays nothing s befides which Incumbrance, we
often fee Fointures, as well as Mortgages, loaded
in the way of Rent Charge upon Eftates: And

" when thefe borh happen at omce upon (mall

Efates, under 1000/. per Annam, judge what a
bleffed Condition the Land Owner Tinds himfelf in.

How many #idows and Orpbém:havc we

. feen, the Relitts and Deféendants of reputable

3 - Fami-
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Families, left to fubfift upon fmal} Efiates,
born too well to live according to their unbappy |
Circumflances; and miferable, becaufe their
Birth and Families would not allow them to
ftoop to fuch Methods of Living, fuch Educati-
ons and. Emfloyments, as were moft fuitable to
their flender Subftance and their Jow Condition 2

~ Upan all thefe Lanp Owners, muft not the -
'Tax fall beavy; and if taken off or abated, muft

not the Eafe be grear? Even if their Lands had

Reft buc once in feven Years, like thofe of the

axcient Jews ; 1 dare {ay, that they would rejoice .
with Eyes brimful of Affetion and Grautude
to thofe who gave them Relicf. To -People
who are {0 confined in their ways of acquiring
Money, a finall Sum releafed is a mighty Bencfit ;.
to 2 Man who hath but a Hundred per Annum,
Five Pounds is a vaft Acceflion; and to him
who hath a Thoufand a Year, Fifty Pounds.
added, is no {mall Jmprovement of his Eftate. .

If Gentlemen confidered the Misfortunes of
the SouTH SEA YEAR, and the Morrgages
which have ever fince remained #pox the Lands ;
they aruft have the moft tgnder Compaffion for.
the Land Qwners. Merchants, and Men in any
way of Cammerce, have owtlived. their Misfor-
tunesy but the Mortgages of Landed Men are
likely to autlive the Unfortunate. Indeed how
can 1t be otherwife, when. the Increafe of our
‘Trade hath introduced 4/l kinds of Luxury, and
when the Extravagances of that fatal Year have
entailed the moft expenfive Habits upon all De-
grees of Men? Are the Country Gentlemen -
loaded with Incumbrances and with Taxes?

E 2 © Are
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Are they likely ever to clear their Morsgages,
or even to live within their Effates, when fuch
" an expenfive,Emulation appears in the World,

and the Strugglc fecms tobe, whothalllive with
moft Pomp? When likewife fuch oppreffive
Loads are feen upon moft Eftates in the Coun-
try, that every Man of Prudencehath no other
Choice left him, than how to live with the
leaft Difficulty? Whilft one Part of the King-
dom are multiplying Appetites, another Part are
diftreffed bow to fatisfy Necefities; and the
Calamities of Diftrefs are almoft every where
treated as much more fcandalous than all the
Extravagance of Luxury.

Under thefe Circumftances, Can we, Sir,
propofe a more bumane Expedient, than to re-
move the Weight of Taxes from the Landed
Intereft? Will not an Abatement of the Land
Zax enable Gentlemen in the Country to re-
deem their Eftates, to provide for their Younger
Children, and to live with much more Eafe and
Chearfulnefs than they have hithertodone? The
Bleflings of Peace are felt by the Merchant in
anextended and uninterrupted Commerce : This
repays all his Loffes in War, and his_Contri-
butions to the Publick Expence ; whilft the
Landed Men have no Relief, but from the Remif-
Sfion of Taxes, And fhall we repine to eafe thofe
Men in Times of Peace, who have ever beenour
beft and fureft Support amidft 4/l the Fortunes
of War? .

At leaft, Sir, the Landed Men ought to
have Eafe, whilft our Tranquillity continues:
1 hope it will be fo l_ong enjoyed, that if ever

- it
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it be again difturbed or threatned, we fhall
have many Funds at.Liberty to provide for
our Safety,, without, opprefiing the Landed
Men. But if through the firange and furprizing
Viciffitudes of human Affairs, our Peacethould
not be of that long Duration which we fo
heartily with, and which we have fo much
Reafon to expeét ; if we thould be invaded
with freth Alarms; with what Decency or Plau-
fibility can we apply to the Land for Support
in our Diffrefs, if we will not give them Relicf
in our Profperity ?

That this Relief will be very extenfive and
confiderable, I can eafily fhew by one Inftance,
I mean that of the PARocHIAL CLERGY.

It is known that there are above Nine
TuousAND Parisues; [ might fay more,
for there are above Nine Thoufand Nine Hun-
dred 5 but I put the lefler Number, becaufe
fome Parifhes, though in no Proportion to the
Generality, have fair and ample Revenues :
Mot of. thefe which I confine myfelf to, are
but meinly endowed, and the Incumbents far
from being in a Condition to be envyed. From
the Untverfities, where they have been ufed to
expenfive ways of Living, they come toParithes
whofe Revenues very ill fupport them. . Their
Wants are the fame with thofe of other Men;
their Neceflities Great,and their Famslies increa-
fing. Hence their Poverty often engages them
in S#rife with their Parifbioners, and leaves un-
bappy Orphbans wholly unprovided for. To
confider them as Priefis, or as Clergymen of the
. efiablifbed Churiby is.forcign ta the Prefent Af-

- fair,
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fair. I confider them as my Countrymen, as
Members of the [ame Community. 1 with no yn-
due Advancement, of Ecclefiaftical Power: I
would ‘not' confent to flesce the Laity far the
Benefit of the Clergyy but I fhall always rejoice
in the Remiffion of Taxes, when I fee Nige
Tboufand Englith Families cafier and happier by
the general Indulgence. 1 with the Clergy all
Advantages in common with other Men; and to
fec them fharc the egual Benefits of umiver(al
‘Tranquillity, is what muft pleafe a reafonable
Man. I confider them as a gres? Bady of my
Fellow-Subjects; and I know that whatever
Hardfbips or Inequalities they fuffer in their pri-
wvate Properties, the Publick muft be affeéted
by them, and the Nation muft be concerned to
cafe them. It is therefore with Satisfaftion,
that in one Infiance owly, I can perceive this A-
batement operate -in the Relief of fo many
- Thoufand Families. And if the Clergy have this
- extenfive Benefit from it, bow widely muff st
Jpread among the Larry? How infinitely muft
this A& of Eale be multiplied, when it is con-
fidered with relation ta tbe Gentlemen and Free-
holders of this Country?
Great  Compaffion and Indulgence muft
. likewife be due to many of the Juland Trading
Jowns, once in a flourithing Condition, and
now {unk beneath the Burthen of a Land Tax.
All Trade will flourith moft, where Men can
live the cheapeft, and carry on- their Com-
merce in the eafiet Manner. Hence, from
the Inequalities of Affeffiments in the feveral
Counties, thofe Towns have loft their Trade
where the Lands were rated highs a\udI ;‘hc
. n a-
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Inhabitants have reforted to fuch Places where the*

Rates were lefs grievous. Hence how many Varia-

tions muft have happened in Property ; how'many .
Landed Efiates mu bave wanted Tenants,

and decayed in Value? "From this Abarement

'of the Tax, Thmgs muft: becoine shore i l

in all the Counties:of Englandy avd the

it is that I am fo hearty in the Suppott of tlus

Propofition.- - ]

~ Asthe Clergy, the Gentlomen, the Inhmd Tra-
ding Tdwns, and. all Degrees of Landed Men,
‘have fo-much Advantage-by this Remiffien of
‘One Shilling in the -Land Tax, evén the' La-
‘BOURER will find it:for his' Benefit; fince, aé&-
:cording to that Money which the Za#did Man
can fparé, the Labourer ‘will be employed s wnd
therefore every thisg which enabies the: Gen-
tlemen of this Kingdom to employ the Poor,
-muftbe an A& in Favour of the Poor: They
-can have no Bread.-but from their Labour; aod
- they can have ‘no Emphyment, unlefs -the:Com-
oy G?nﬂemm cdn afford to eply chem, .

Neieher is it of the lealt Advantage to‘the
‘People, that Recervers-of Couvnrigs will By
‘this Abatement be lefs able to “hutt shem/divks,
-their Friends and their Coutry. ‘The Land Tax,
it is true, is managed for‘a lefs' Sum than Al
other Branches of the Revenuc; the Charge
of colle&ing and managing a One Shilling Rave,
is not above Eighteen Thoufand. Pounds ;. but: the
vaft Sums which at Tho, - Thréerand ‘Foar Shil-
lings in_the Pound, have been lodged in the
Hands of Receivers, havc qccafipined the faddeft

: Misfor-
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Misfortunes. In all other Collections, the Col~
Je&ors arc obliged to pay she Money Weekly
imto the Exchbeguer; but here it is otherwifc s
and Men have often been tempted to try Ex-
periments. with Money< wot their own, to the
Ruin of their' own Families, and what bath
been -worfe, to the Rgin. of mapy .Familics
which have been involved in their Bankrupt-
cies by the Secarities given for th¢m. ‘And af-
ter all that hath been faid on the esfy Charge of
. colleGiing this Tax, 1 believe, -if Misfortunes of
this Sort {fhould be placed. to the Charge of
Management, though fuch is. the Nature of
the Security ,given: by the Receivers, that few
-Loffes ever bappen to the Excheguer 5 yet with
-regard to private Property, it would-be found
the moft inconwenicnt ‘Tak..0f any that ever
-was raffed on the People. *; . ...
Whenever we fpeak of fuch Ingoavenien-
ces, - we muft, Sir, often allow that- they are
not .to'be remedied, -or perhaps exdy in pars.
The Lend Tax, though no defirable Means of
Supply, muft be recurred to in our Exigen-
- ciesy a8 itis a fure Fund, and raifes‘a- greasSum.
-All vhat_hath been-offered, is meant to thew
that it thould only be raifed when it is abfoistely
mecefflarys and, -as all Publick Inftitutions are
attended with many Evils, that tHis, which
-hath too many Inconveniences ‘to its Share,
ought to be relealed whenever it is not abfolutely
- gwanted... To' abate but One Shilling in the
Poynd, is at any time to diminifb its Ewils in
fuchia :dﬁrec s to make them inconfiderable,

and almoft imperceptible. o

~

But
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But if, Sir, thefe are the resl Inconveniences
which we fuffer fiom the, Lewd 7ax, fhall we
amufe ourfelves with the finall Charge of rai-
fing it? A pariiel, unegual, and oppreffive Tax
is very ill recommended to the Publick,- by be-
ing colle@ed and managed for /sf§ than ome that
is fuft and egual. Tt is ne Dilgrace to a right
Meafure, that it cofts more in tranfalting than
a wrong one. The extraordinary Expence of
raifing an ea/y, reafonable Tax, is well laid out
for thofe Ends of Egfe and Equality 5 asit would
be very i} fawed, if Oppreflions and Grievances
are the Attendants of a Je/s Charge. Is it mot
much better, that we ftheould allow Foxr Thou-
fand, or Tex Thawfand Foundsb, orevenany %tbcr

- Sy, to prevent mach Oppreffow, and i~
?;Z:rz:le Im’éualigyv, than thatov{rf thould fuffer
thofe Grievances merely 20 fave that Charge?
Liet Gentlemen therefore confider the Meris of
cach refpective Tox as iz is feit by the Peaple,
and Bot &5 #.4s cai/ed for movs or lels iv Manage-
mant. Unegqual Taxes ate ofien. chegper col-
leGed than egun] Tades. Byt becanle they are
-pot fo wouhlelome or chargeable in the Ma-

y Whillt they ave unegually and parsialy
dy raifed, ase they thercfore wifer or betrer ? Do
they ceafe to be beavy Faxes, becaufe they are
colleéted for itk €gff? Qught we neat rather
sa raife a Tax: op the wkele Bady of the Pegpie,
than in this partial, grievous manncy on a3 wery
few? And muft not this extraordinary Charge
be more than halgnced by th Eafe gouen fi'2be
People in. raifing it, through the egual manmir .of
mibogic? - o CLt :

-

F ' The
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The Eafe which is now given to the Lands
of \Englandis fo much without Example, that
we can argue but little from the Experience of
paft Times: Yet it is with great Pleafure that I
find the Authority and Arguments of JouN D=
Wirr ftrongly fupporting us in this Propo-
fition. He was perhaps the- ableft and moft
difinterefted Minifter that ever was known in
the modern World. He had the warmeft
Heart for popular Liberty 5 and as he fuftained
the Government of his Country for a long
Courfe of Years with great Sufficiency, and un-

ueftioned Integrity, he ftill furvives the cru-
gl Fate which he fuffered: He outlives the bar-
barous Rage of a giddy Multitude, and ever
will defervedly poflefs unequalied Glory and Re-
nown.

In his Book called, The true Bsteveff and Po-
litical Maxims of the Republick of Holland and
Wett Fricfland, publifbed by the Autbority of the
Stares, Fc. and which I will venture to re-
commend, as onc of the beft Books that ever
was written upon Government; W hen he treats,
4 his 24th Chapter, of the Taxes fit 10 be levied
on the People in a free Community, he confiders
whether all Efiates of the Inbabitants can be c-
qually favoured; and in cafe they cannot, which
of thom ought, morc or lefs, 20 be cheriftied and

connived ar.

He then propofes, that Impofts be firft laid
on fuch Goods as are ufed in Home Confumpti-
on: The Luxury, and then the Neceffaries of
Lifc: All Perfons in publick Employments of 1}{@-
e, ‘1 R v . . ”
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Jr4 and then all Arrifls, Trade, and Mechas
micks.. After which, he. thinks the FARMERS,
the Husbapdmen, and| Grafiers of the Country
ought to fhare the Burthens for zbey, fays he,
will hardly forfake us becaufe of our taxing themy
Jecing they may be eafed in bester Times.

~ Now all thefe Methods of Taxation he res
¢ommends, before amy Tax be Jaid ov the Lands
of # Countryy which he treats as the LAsT M-
"THOD 20 relieve the publick Exigencies. And that
¥ may not be anfwered, that his Authority. in
Favour of the Lands will hold only in Ho L«
»A ND, where the Difproportion is fo vaft be~
tween the Land Quuers and the Inbabitantsy L
fhall obferve, that it will every-where have the
fame Weight, in more or lefs degree, accord-
ing. to the Difproportion in any Country bes
- tween the Land Owwers and Inbabitants. So that,
for the very fame Reafon which makes a Land
 Sax.an intolerable Grievance in Holland, a Land
Tax muft be very grieveus in England; becaule,
‘though there is not in both Places the fame In=
equality, yet there is fill fome Inequality; and &
cat onc in our Country between the Land ang
he People. S : ‘ ..
. His owom Words will beft explam and prove,
his Propefition; He firft enumerates all the.
Impofitions which' he.recommengds, before he:
durft venture on a Land Tax.  But in cafe,
¢ {ags he, all thefe Expedients will not raife Mo-
« fufficient, we may then .charge either
“..::giqarﬂ or: extraordinarily, all immovable:
«_Goods, s and Houfes, with yearly Taxes,
# or by Imps'ﬁtéog,s upon Aliepations and In-.
. 2

¢ Keritances
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“ heritances of them: Wherein neverthekfs
¢ there be thefe Difficulties, that fach Taxes
“ will\not bepaid-wich ) Freedom, but whol-
% ly by Compulfion; and that the faid im-
% moveable Goods being for -that End to be
% valued, that Valuation carinot be made with-.
 out Partiality,and thefe Burthens will be then
“ wery aneqnally botne: Befidesthar, by theac-
% cidemal Unfraiffulre/s of the Lands, and
% fanding empty'of their Homfes, the Owners
& and Tenants of them wanting a great Part
@ of their yearly Rent, on wbic;% they depend
% for the. Maintenance of their Families, they.
* muft necelfirily fuffer thofe two unavoidable
% Inconveniencies, sm—sm—->. R
~ His fimsl Remedy in an extteme Neceffity, is
4 general Tax on all thoveéable and imimoveatile
Goods, real and perfonal Efiares joimly - “But
& then he very fufly obferves; thit the Afefors
% muft' be wholly- ignorant: 'of Nens pér/oms?
« Eftatesy atd of what the Ihabants do'o%ey
& or is owirlg to them’; ‘andif they did kttow'
& the Value of them, they cotikd-not tax theth>
® eyually; fo that whac by Favéur and Hatredy,
*¢ and Ignorance of Affeffors, there mift be an
< imtolerable Inequality qf this Taxs whilft thofe
& that would “honefily declare-theit' Effates
@ miﬁbt lightén: the ‘Taxs but'the frauduiens’
% will unavoidably make it Heavier™: -
o - . o I N . K YRERY
- Now that this is'a grivhos’ and unequal Tix,)
the djffant Patrd of this Kingde “cannot poffi-
bly {ed, nor the ‘%rmt Cites and Powns compe-
wently judge of: - I 2lt ¥he'remote Parts 'of
this éoumrﬁ, the T4x never wasdevied aecord-’
o . e - i ing

A
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ing to the Value of their Eftates, nvr ever can-
be; and therefore if one County pays but
Eight Pence/in'the Poundjwhillt another Coun-
ty piys Two Shillings, the former muft. be in«
fcyn ible of the Weight and Grievance of this
Tax, s alfo of the confiderable Eafe. whick is
given by the Abatement. There is no Man
wifhes thar the diftant Counties ‘fhould ‘bear
aty hew Butthens ;3 the Admininiftravion are
willinpz and' defirous to diminith even that-in-'
confiderable Tax which thofe Countiés are fiow
charged with: And furely the common géod:
Nature of our Gountrymen will ftrordgly-plead’
for Eafe and Indulgenee to shofs Purté of thé
Land which always have been raxed at dheir
bigheft Palue. The North and Peftird Party
of this' Kingdom, as allo #7ales add- Sroiland,
had Eafe in the bérveff Seafon, and under the
simofi Expence of the War, they never paid -
she full Rate: And fhall ‘not thofé, who zen
paid ¥he full Rate, find fome Relaxation in
Times of Peace ? If they are not tow to have
Indulgénce, when- are ‘they to exge® jt? : «

‘The Reafon, Sir, why Lonpox, -Biisrot.,
dnd otHer grear Towns are naturally’liable ro
Miftakes, by imagining the Laad Tax ‘a: Jefs
Evil than the Sakt Tax, will cafily be feen
from the vaft Difproportion in fuch Phicps.
between the Land and the People. - In"g’i*cﬁ
Towns the Land is over-run with\ Houfs,
and it is not the Tenant on whom'this Charge’
dite@ly ‘and fenfibly " falls; but it is the Land
Owner who pays the Land Tax immedrarely
out of his Rent ; fo that great part of thi-
Sum which he ¢laims of his Tenant; iy paidhim -
w : in
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in Land Tax Recejpts. Now as the Land Owners
in fuch Places are an imconfiderable Number of
Meny to,the waft Body of Imbabitants who pay
nothing to the Land Tax, few People are
fenfible how heavy it falls on thofe who are
immediately fubjeCt to fo wmequal a Charge.

To thew this in a plain Light, I will mentis
on the Number of Houfes within the Cities and
Liberties of Londos and Wefiminfter, - the Bo-
rough of Southwarks and that Part of Middle-
Jex which is within the Bills of Mortality. In
the Year 1731, there were near Founscore
TrousAND Houfes inbabited, as appears by Re-
turns. from the Swrveyors of the MWindow Lights,
Among -thofc Fourfcore Tbosfand Houfekeepers,
thc_rc are not above Ten Thoufand Land Owners ;
L might fay there are not fo many; but that I
- may give every Objeétion its utmoft Weight, 1.
am dlways willing to make the largeft Allow~
ances. - Now where there are Fourfiore Thos-
fand Houfekeepers, of .which Zen Thoufand ons
ly pay the Land Tax, and.the remaining Se-
wenty Thoufand PAY NOTHING AT ALL, whilft
their. Landlords are forced to take Pisces of - Pa-
per in Part of their Rent; Does not ¢very one.
fee the Difproportion between the Landed Men
and the Jnbabitants, the Inequality between the
Tlaxes; laid on the former and on the - latter?
That the Difference between the Land Owsers
and the Hogfekeepers is One ta Seven; and thag
the Tax falls-upon Oze Mam, when it thould
fall upon. Eight ? ‘That it-thus falls upon Zem
T boufond only,. when Eighty Thoufand: qught to
fhare it equally among them?. And confequent-.
ly. whilft thele Ten Thoufand Land Owners,

: N | are
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arc weighed down with the Burthen of the
Land Tax, the Sevemty Thoufand Inhabitants
who pay, nothing to, it, feel nothing of it; fo
that tﬁcy are under ftrong Temprations to op-
pofe the moft equal Tax, which would rate them
al} alike 5 -and hence they may well become fond
of the moft unequal Tax in the World, becaufe
they contribute nothing to the Charge?

Again: It appears that there are, communi-
bus dAnnis, about Six THOUSAND empsy Houfes
within the fame Diftri®. Do we not then fee
a vaf additional Hardfhip uponthe Land Owners,
who muft pay this Tax, unequal as it is, whe-
ther their Eftates are zemanted or not, and whe-
ther their Rents are pasd or not? Many People
murmur, that they are foon to pay Duty for the
Salt which they fhall eat; but what would they
fay, were they, or any of them, obliged to pa
a Salt Tax, whether they eat any Salt or notg ;
am fare that there would be -a moft clamorous
Noife againft any fuch Propofition, And yet
they -do not ccnfider what hard Terms they
themfelves would impofe on the Landed Intereft
of this Kingdom. They oppofe a Duty to
which .they can only pay in proportion to the
Salt which they really ufe; whilft they are for
‘ontinuing a heavy Tax upon Lands, which is
to be paid, in many Cafes, where the Landlord
receives no Rent. Within the Bills of Mortali-
1y only, there are Six Thoufand Inftances of this

ar'dl{xip'.cvcry Year, merely from the Acci-
dent of .Houfés fanding empty, Dot to mention
Loffes . occafioned by bad Temants. Have we
then no Compaffion to thofe poor Sufferérs who
" groan under thefe Hardthips, when we may re-

Yo ieve
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kieve them without la?ing any Burthen or Grie«
vance upon qurfelves: :

Moxien''MEN -are 'another vaft Body, who
s they contribuse little or wetbing to thiy Tax,
muft think the Abatement no Ezfe or Advaoe
e. Their Stock iNTrade, as JorN nx Wity
fo well oblerved, can.pever be known, and is
always affeflcd but a Trifle.  Money lent on Mort-
ages never is taxed, and -Steck in the Funds
th thg publick Faith to exempt it, fo. that
# never can be taxed. With all thefe Advans
tages, the Mosied Man, though they hold the
gresseft Properties in the Srate, pay mo Preportion
to the Support of that Government from
* whence they have egwal Provection with thofe
who are charged a# the wtmoff. I they live in
hired Houfes, the Tax falls on the Land Qwmr-
If they purchafe Houfes to live in, the Tax an
fuch Houes is all the Charge they pay for Land.
Their Family Expence muft bear the commmon
Puties which fall upon our Home Conf 00 5
but their great Propertics in Moyey, Steck, &c:
pay little or nothing at all. The Imercht is
every Day accumularing, and the Hoards ins
creafing; fo that by having unegual Adudn-
tages againtt the Lasded Imserefs, they devossy
the Country Gentlemen, and work the moft
anciens Familips in the Kingdom our .of thein
Ivberisances. - SN
Yet with fo many Exemptions, .and- with @
little Expence in fapporting the Pawers which
prote&. them, they come, & was obfersed with
great Acwtennfs by the. Hovawrable: Potjon in the
Adminifivatiom, they come.and declum. at. ;:Ic
- Salt
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Salt Tax. ¢ They tell us, fays be, that we
“ ought to Tax the Rich, and not the Puor;
¢ and pray/don’t Tax)|the/ Posr Monied Man of
“ an Hundred Thoufand Pounds in Stock, but
“ Tax the Rich Country Gentleman of Five Hun-
 dred Pounds a Year. Don’t lay on a Salt Tax,
“ to which every Man pays a juf} Proportion
“ according to his Subftance; but impofe a’
“ heavy Land Tax, to which thofe who can
“ beft afford to pay. the mof?, are at all times’

- Jeaft affeffed.

- 'The Landed Man and the Monied Mun, the

Merchant and the Farmer, the Navigation, and.
all other Branches of the Publick, bear the Sa/¢
Duty equally divided among them. As it is
diffufed and extended among fuch infinite
Numbers of People, it falls Aght upon eveiry
Individualy it affeCts Property and Commerce -
in an equal mammer; draws Mortgages on #o’
Eftates, nor depopulates the -Inland Towns. Its
‘Advantages are evidently great above any other
way of Affeflment on the People, and thofe
who pay it do not feel ity the Zeight is [6 finalt
upon the Whole. ' . )

T'o embarrafs and confound this Propofition,
many Perfons ‘have infifted that Scorranp
fhould pay an egual Rate with England; and
from the Difference between the Duty charged
refpettively on North and South Britain, they
~ have argued the great Inequality of the Salt Tax.
This, S#, hath been ftarted to divert the At~
tention of the Publick, from rbe Merits ‘0f the
main Queftion. . This hath alfo been defigned
to diftrefs the Gentlemen of Norzh Britain; that

L even,
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even, though upon the Confideration of the
main Propofition, they may be ever fo clearly.
convincedy |that the, Duty ow Salt is a muc
more cqual and realonable Tax than the Land-
Tax; yet that, by this crofs Queftion, this At-
tempt to cxtend it, with regard to Scotland,
beyond their juft ProKortion, the Gentlemen of
that Counsry may be obliged to oppofethe whole
Propofition: And however they approve the
principal Point, yet dare not own it, nor actin
confequence of it, left they thould be affeted:
by the Second Propofal.

How cruel and barbarous this Ufage of Mans_
kind muft be, will appear to any one, but thofe,
whofe Paffion againft the main Queftion made
them negle&t to confider the Inbumanity of the.
Means taken to defeat.it. And I am charita-
bly willing to believe, that it was from no cru-
el Intention to Scotland that this was propoefed,,
but for want of due Confideration; for want,
of refle&ing how great a Hardthip it muft be
upon that Part of Great Britain. .

The Union between the two Kingdoms, which
hath been of fo great Advantage to this Nati-
on, was e&ablifﬁcd on no Foundation more
immoveable, was cemented by no Obligations-
more facred, or Agreements more inviolable,-
than the Quora’s or Proportions of Charge, which
the Scots were to pay in Support of the Common -
Expence. - 'They came into the Treaty, and
gave themfelves into our Hands, on the certain
Affurance that we fhould execute our Power -

with Juftice,and maintain our Agreements with
Honour. L
The
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The Salt Tax, as it was originally impofed

in the Reign of King William the Third,
was granted at different Times, and had this
Diftin&ion in the Nature of it, that it con-
fifted of two feveral Sums; one Rate was
Two Shillings and Fouar Pence; and there was
an additional Rate of One Shilling per Bufbel.

“The larger Sum was what the Scors Commif-

JSioners and gheir Parliament abfolutely refufed
ever to fubmit to, as it was more than their Pro-
portion to the common Charge. Thofe who in-
fift on extendingit tothem, own thatthey have
feen the ftrongeft Reprefentationsagaintt it, made
at the time of the Union. The One Shilling per
Bufhel, was what they confented to, as it bore
an even Proportion tb every other %om. They
were to pay no more than Forty Eight Thou~

Jfand Pounds to the Land Tax, when it fhould

be Four Shillings in the Pound; they pay no
more than Twenty Thowfand Pounds in lieu of
the Malt Tax; and the Duty of One Shil-
Jing per Bufhel on Salt, is the utmoft which
they can afford to an, according to the Wealth
and Condition of their Country: Infomauch thac
thofe who have moft ftrenuoufly infifted on
the Extenfion of this Tax at the largeft Rates
to Scotland, have owned in Publick, zbat fuch
a Duty of Three Shillings and Four Pence per
Buthel, would be their yrTER DESTRUCTION.
In which cafe, though the A& of Union had
really given them no Exemption, yet the na-
tire of Things would entitle them to it. For
let us fuppofe that they have no legal Right ta
be exempt from the Duty of Two and Four,
Pence; yet would any one be fo monftroufly
e G2 abfurd

V.,_A—‘-—‘_"
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abfurd and inbuman, as to load them with a

Duty which he confeffes muff end in their
abfolute  Ruino-Andryer) when the Laws, the
-Faitb of Nations, and the Honour of Parlia-
ment, are all directly againft this Propofitions
nay more, when thofe who propofe it acknow-
lezlyge that it is {o unreafonable, and thatit would
be fo ruinous; fhall this illegal and unequi-’
table Point be ftill infifted on, to defeat the main
Queftion, and to diftrefs the Reprefentatives of
Scotland? ,

By the A% of Union, the Scots were to be
exempted, for Seven Zears, from all Duties
whatever on Home-made Salt; after which, in
the Terms of this Treaty, they confented to
pay the Duties levied in England, with this
Exception ; thefe are the exprels Words of the
Eighth Ayticle, “ That Scotland fhall, after the
¢¢ {aid Seven Years, remain exempted from the’
<’ Duty of Two Shillings and Four Pence impo-
 {ed on Home Salt, by an A& made in Eng-
€ Jand in the Ninth and Tenth Years of King
 William the Third of England.” :

- The Pretence then to defeat the Stipulation
15, that this A& hath been repealed ; and there-
fore that the Exemption, which only could

bear relation to the Duty in that A&, could -

not be claimed with Regard to a Duty im-
pofed by any other A&. But to this the Ho-
viourable Perjgn in the ddminifiration unanfwer-
ably reply’d, ¢ If taking off any Duty impo-
“ fed by former' A&ts, under which the Scots
¢ wereentitled toap Exemption, and laying on
« the Duty again by a new A&, will avoid
. o  the
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~  the Claim of Exemption; why then it is

“ in our Power to defeat every Exemption

. % which the Scozs:are entitled to by the Union;

“ for it is but zepealing:the A& -that im-
¢¢ pofed the Duty from which.they cliim an
¢ Exemption, and then ina Year or two af-

" ¢ terwards impofing’ the fame Dutyby artother
- ¢ A&. From hence there will at once be an

¢ end of all Pretence to Exemptions in fa-
“ vour to Scotland, from the Duties which
¢ they are not able, and which they ought
¢ not to bear.” S
.- The A& of the oth and 10th Years of King
William the Third, inpofed this' Two. Shillings
-and Four Pence yor ever: The Svors, in fti-
pulating this Exemption from the:Duty, muft
Jmean fo exempt  themfelves FOR EVER. -And
when we-agreed: by the. A¢t of Union, #ha#
they foould remain exempt for ever fiom this
Duaty; fhall we, in the Year 1730, come and
eafeour felves of it for @ Year; that by this Pre-
tence of having repealed theé: A& of King
#William, we may, inl the Year.1i732; load the
Scots with Fwo. Shillings . and - Four Pence per
Buthel, from, which otherwife they had a Right
of . Exemption ? Shall”-we leafe our felves Owe
2eers ofvwhat we have:{o long paid; to load
them. for Three Years, with what they never paid,
nor oughttowpay? . -~ -
‘ USRS SR . N

‘The Treaty of Union recites theiSsatute of the
oth and 1oth of King A3lliam the ‘Fhird, in'a
defcviptive Manner 5 not as if the Being ‘of the
A& fo referred to was.-a-Condition or Limita-
tion of Scotlapd’s Exemption.. And.to quibble
2T the

-“
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the Scots out of their Fundamental Rights by
this learned Chicanery, is a Manner of treating a
great People, - which I cannot but think alto-
Fethcr ‘new and ftrange, to fpeak of it in the
ofteft Terms.  ° .

ScorLaND is a'Kingdom fo much in our
Power, that it becomes us in Honour, it con-
cerns the Faith, the Juftice and Glory of this
Kingdom to_ confider them always with the
greateft Equity. They. have put themfelves ift-
to our Hands, it was done at ourown Intreaty,
and for our great Benefit, as it hath apparent-
ly proved, and ascven the adverfe Party have
confefled : Whatever Tendernefs is due then
from the firomg to the weak; whatever gene-
rous Regard and Humamt‘y can be due to thofe
who have fubje&ted themielves to our. Power,
’tis due in the higheft degree to the Peaple of
Scotland. S '

Befides, Sir, fhould ‘we tax the People of
Scotland more than their juff Quota and Propor-
tion, more-than their Country can afford to

y, how can we think it would ever be paid?

he MaLr Tax was a flagrant Proof how
vain and fruitlefs all foch Attempts mut be.
The Scots were by the Treaty of Union declared
exempt from that Taxduring the War; and this
was granted them, becaufe the Bririfh Navion
imagined that the Malt Tax would end with the
War. When the War-ended, the sk Zax
was {till neceffary, and fill raifed in Kngland.
And many Pople elamoured, “ What, willnot
« Scotland. pay .its .Quota to the common
¢ Charge, .even.. in Fimes of Peaco” 7 The

- Cla-
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Clamour prevailed ; the Malr Tax was extended
to Scotland.. And what then? Why, no Mini-
fter could ever, raife-it., Under {everal fucceflive
Adminiftrations of all Complexions, it was.
yearly impefed by Parliament, but never could
be levicd on the People. At length when it
came to be enforced, it pus that part of Great
Britain into.a general and violent Convulfion :
The People rofe in Arms, and were almoft ripe.
for Rebellion.” In the Conclufion, no Mais-
Zax could be drawn from Scotiend ; we were.
forced to compound with their Nation for Twenty
Thoufand Pounds per Annum. .And this may
thew how difficult and hazardous it is to bur-
then the People of Nerth Britain with more
than they are able to bear. . o :

Thofe who contend for this-wgegual Impofition.
on Scotland, exprefs the higheft Satisfa&tion in
the Union ; they rejoice in ity and they hope.
that it will always. continue: But ill do fuch
" Profeflions agree with Attempts of this nature;.
which did they fugceed, mighe endanger 1he.
Union, and affe@t the Alliance; which is of
fuch vaft Importance, of fach eflential Concern
to the Peace and Being of thefe Nations.

Tt was therefore with great Satisfa&tion, that

T obferved the Equity and Candor of a LEARNED
and' HoNoUrABLE Pirson, whofe Affe&ion
for the prefent Eftablithment is not to be
queftioned, and who is not fufpeed of any
undue: Partiality to the Perfoms at prefent in
Power; that though he:was not willing to"
comply with the mazin Qaeffion for renewing
the Salt Duty, yet that, be declared againtt any.
o Attempt |
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Attempt to extend it to Scotland, as a Bréach’
of Faith, a Violation of the Union. And as
the \Homourableo Perfonrin the Adminifiration
declared, it was much more generousand candid
in any one to conclude againft the main Pro-
pofition on a full Examination of its Merits,
than to embarrafs the Enquiry with a fecondary
Queftion, fo unjuft in its nawure, purpofel
defigned to divert the Attention of the Public
from that which chiefly ought to be confidered,
and to diftrefs thofe Gentlemen who were moft -
nearly concerned, that they might not be at Li~
berty to aét according to their Senmtiments. ‘

Another Clamour raifed againft this Relief
to the poor Freeholders, was,-that it would be"
inconfiftent with the Honour of a Britifs Par-
liament,to revive a Tax whichthey had thoughe
proper to take off about Tawo Zears ago. The
Amount of which Argument will be,. that
though the Parliament find' by Experience,
that taking off any particular Tax is of no Eafe
or Benefit to the People; yet that it is incon-
fiftent with their Honour to lay it on again,
when they find that taking it off hath not -
anfwer’d, and cannot anfwer the Ends which -
they propofed when they thought fit to re-
move it. ' ‘

Had the Land Tax ftood in Competition with
the Sa)t Tax two Years ago, doubtlefs the
Houfe of Commons would have preferred the fore,
mer. Can any onethink thatthey who thought
the Salt Tax fit to be takenoff, would not have
‘thought the Land much more fit to berelieved ?»
It becomes a Parliament, as much as it does a .

' 2 Private
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Private Man, o fake Counfel from Experience 5
and they have feen that the Remiffion of the
Salt Duty had no good Effeét, however well
intended. It gave no Eafe, it obrained no
Thanks ; the Remiflion’ was ' neither felt in
lowering the Price of Goods at Market, nor in
r’a‘z{ﬁng the Value of Lands. Is it then incon-
fiftent with the Honour of Parliament, to give
Relief in the bigheff Infiance pofible? Theydo
not revive the 84/t Tax as it ftood before it was
repealed, accompanied with a Two Shilling Land -
Tax 5 but they revive it to abate One Shillin
in the Pound on the Lands of England : An
this will never be thought an Inconfiftency ;
becaufe they would have done it even 720 2ears
ago, as well as at this T'ime, had they then pof-
feffed thbe fame Opportunity. '

As far as I can colle&t from my Obferva-
tions on the Sentiments of thofe who a& in
conftant Oppofition to the Minifters, They think
that the LANDED INTEREST fhould never be
cafed, and that the diffrefled Freeholders ought to
bear all the Burthens of this Countfy. It hath
even been afferted, that a Ten SuiLrLiNG
Lanp Tax, as it would raife Five Millions An-
nually, would, if it were laidinLieu of all other
Duties, be the moff equal Rate of raifing Money
on the Subjeét. I will advife you, Sir, if ever
the Author of this Propofition happens to be
trufted with the Finances, which at prefent is
not indeed much to be feared, -that you imme-
diately fell your Lands, if it be poffible, at any
Rate, rather than keep them ; for you will by
this Means Starve in the Pofleflion of a. large
Eftate. If balf your Land happens to be Marz-

’ H . - gaged
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gaged, or fubje&t to Jointures and Annuities
if the other half goes in a Land Tax ; and if
your Farms be lett upon Long Leafes, as itvery
often ha;;pcns, forthat you cannot raife your
Rents ; for God’s Sake, Sir, what will you
have left to live on ? What muft buy you and
your Children Bread ? All the Country Gentle-
men of {mall Eftates, and'I fear, not a few with
large ones, mult go to Court, as they do in
other Countries, and implore the Mercy of the
King to take their Eftates into his own Hands.
None but Money’d Men can thrive under fuch
Meafures; for zbeir Properties pay no Taxess
yet even Zhey muft Starve: For, Sir, when once

this Ten SHiILLING Land Tax fhall |

make the Gentlemen and the Formwers run away
from their Lands and thesr Houfes, as if the
were vifited with-a Plague, who muft be lefc

to raife the Corn for our Bread, to feed the Cattle
for our Food, or fhear their #o0l for our .

Cloaths?

I have heard it objected to this Abatement -
of the Land Tax, That we fhould never abate .
a Tax which Gentlemen defire #0 bear. But .
who told the Objettors, that the Gentlemen and |

Freebolders of this Country ever defired to bear

the Land Tax? Can any Argument of this kind .

be drawn from the Difpofition of thofe who
oppofe it in Parliament? Suppofe that there
fhould be One Handred and Fifty Members of
the Houfe of Commons willing to bear One Shil-

ling in the Pound on their Lands, rather than

have a Salt Tax ; what can we infer from hence,
but that Men of la;ge Eftates; from Zwo an
Three to Ten Thoufa

Pounds per Annum, can
2 cafily .
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cafily afford to gratify any Opinion or Humour ?
Buat will this prove, that Gentlemen of Eftates
under One Thoufand Pounds, per Annum, do not
greatly want/and | defire an1Abatement of the
Land Tax? Men of great Properties do not feel
the Weight and Grievance of Taxes; nor did
T ever hear the Propofition of a TEN SHILLING
Rate on the Lands, but from 4 PErsoN who va-
dued bimfelf for having NINE THousANDs per
Ahnum. : g

~_Another admirable Argnment againft eafin
You the Freehalders of this Kingdom, is, that
. .#bhe lighter your Taxes are, the greater Danger you
are in: That eafy, imperceptible Taxes are the
‘wortt of all Taxes, becaufs the People are not fuf=
Sociently alarmed at them, and unealy under them.
A very hopeful Scheme, in truth ; that the poor
People of this Country muft be raxed in the
moft grievous manner, and loaded with Oppreft
Hons, that they may be always murmuring ac
‘the common Charge,-and more unable to bear
it.” One would think, that eur modern Patriots, .
like our " ancient Princes, inftcad -of thinkin
themfelves made for. the People, imagine that the
‘Peaple are made purely for them; and that there
is fio” publick Virtue .in the Kingdom, whilft
there is any publlick Happinefs or Satsfaltion
remaining.  But' I hope that we' fhall always
chufe for-our Managers, thofe who would make
us 4 bappyy and not a difcontented People: Thofe,
whofe Intereft it is #0 e4/¢ our Burthens, and not
to lay intolerabje Logds upon us. It is a dread-

- ful Cafe indeed, when {ome Men think the Con-
ftitution would be in Danger from es/fy, imper-
ceptible Taxes ; and are againﬁ all Relief to the
L ' Ha People,
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People, becaufe it produces Good-will to the
Adminiftration.

. A mighty Objetion to the Salt Tax, is the
Number of Officers added to the Revenue, whofe
Influence may add to the Power of the Crown.
Why, Sir, it is a fpecial Mercy, and I hope
Providence will long continue it to us, that the
Crown hath any Power; whilft thofe who aré
tor divefting it of all Strength, would tax our
Lands at TeN SuiLLINGS i# the Pound, and
‘make us pay the mof? grievous Taxes, becaufe we
,do not ﬁlﬁgcimtly feel 1hofe which we are already
.charged with. 1have, Sir,feena Four Shilling Land
Tax and a Salt Office both fubfifting togethér 3
the Libersies of ¢ke FPeypic_were in no Danger
from them, and will not, I traft, be affe&ted by
Six Hundred Officers at any time. No Perfon 77
the Adminifiration ever thought of a Ten
SHILLING Land Tax 3 and if he fhould, -I
. .believe he muft raile Sixty Thoufand Men in Arms
to collect it. At prefent I hope the Number of
‘Officers will be judged no more than are necef-
fary for the Management, nor any ways grie-
vous to the People, efpecially fince they are an
Eafe to the Taxes of thofe Countries, where
they pay all the Proportions -of Charge to the
Community; and by being employed in the
Revenue, are many of them, efpecially the moff
numerous and Jowefi Sort of them, preferved
from falling to the Care of their Parifhes.

. 'To [catter Tervors on this Occafion, much
Declamation hath been made ufe of againft a
genergl Excifes as if the neceffary Funds to be
provided in Eafe of the Land Tax, muft it:ltro-
o uce
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duce a genéral Excife. ‘This the Craftfman hath
raved at in Print, and his Patrons havé not
blufthed to do it in Places, where fuch Fallacies
‘were not altogether {o becomingly introduced.
Every one knows, that thofe Taxes which pub-
lick Neceflity hath laid upqn the Importation of
Commodities, hath been the moft grievous Bui-
then of the Britifh Commerce. All Home Con-
fumption ought to be taxed; but the Produce
of our Colonies brought hither hath a vaft Dif-
advantage in paying Dty upon being landed,
and receiving Drawbacks on being exported.
‘All Goods imported are more or lels fubje& to
this Grievance: And all Duties paid the Govern-
ment on Importation, coft the Governmient Tes
per Cent. for prompt Payment. In many Ca-
fes, if the Commodity be entér’d for Re-expor-
tation, within a certain Time, the Fa&or claims
a Drawback of the entire Duty; and thus the
Premium which was allowed him on’ prompt
Payment,is abfolutely and entirely loft to the
Publick: By which the Nation, as the Cuftéms
now. ftand, aually rLoses Te# per Cent. on
divers Branches of our Commerce. ‘Befides, the
Charges of Commiffion, {Fc. to the Planters
and Merchants of our Colonies,” which they
muft allow their Faétors here for the Tranfadti=
en of. their Bufinefs at the Cufom- Houfe, are a

great Load upon their Trade. .
Other Inconveniences arife from the Duties
being paid on  Importation, and Drawbacks al-
lowed. on exporting them again.. Numberlefs
Frauds are committed. The clandefting Run-
ning of .Goods is greatly encouraged. by this
Method; which if changed, the People might
be confiderably eafed, as well at Home a5 in our
- : Colo-
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Colonies Abroad. Who then will be the Suf-
ferer, or who will have Caufe to complain a-
ainft reafonable Methods for improving the
evenue, andceafing the People, by turning the
moft burthenfome of the Cuftoms on Importa-
tion, into Excifes upon Home Confumption?
Our Liberties can be in no Danger from fuch
Excifes: They may be as fafe in this Kingdom,
as in the Republick of Holland, under the fame
Regulations: And none will be affeted by this
Alteration, but thofe Jjttle, mercenary FacToRs,
who from the L«f# of Lucre would have thefe
Cuftoms continued, againft the Intereft of Trade,
againft the Eafe of the People, merely that they
may have the private Advantage of Premiums
on Prompt Payment, and Commiflions for tranf~
alting Bufinefs ac the Guffom-FHoufe. But this ¥
am perfuaded will have fo little Weight with
the People of England, againft their general Ad-
yantage, that I rather believe they will defpife
the Clamours, and reject the Perfons of thofe who
oppofe 2 common Good from any fuch fordid
Mfti‘vex; efpecially where there is not the leaft
Thought of any general Excife, nor any Ten-
* dency to it, nor any Iucreafe of Qfficers propo-
fed, that may endanger the Liberties of the
People. . e ,

But then it .is loudly objefted, that thefe
Improvements of the Revenue would increafe
the Civil Liff Funds to an enormous degree. It
hath been invidioufly faid, that the Kine hath

“alveady more than Eight Hundred Thoufand
Pounds per Anwum; that he hath had the Af-
fitance of Parliament for the Sum of Owe
Hundred and Fifteen Thoufand Peunds on ace
‘count of Deficiencies. To this the Hovourable

Perfin
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Perfon in the Admingtration reply’d, and, I
think, withott the Poffibility of any Refurn, “If
¢ the Land Tax wete to be eafed in future
i Years, by/Improvementsiof the Cuftoms,
& how was it poffible that the Civil Lif# could
¢ have any Benefit from hence, fince the Sur-
% pluffes above the prefent Produce muft be
¢ applied in Eafe of the Land; and He affirm-
& ed, that if the State of the Ciwil Liff Re-
% yenue fhould be examined, it would be far
¢ from'appearing in any formidable Light 5 in-
¢ fomuch that if that véry Sum of One Hun-
€ dred and Fifteen Thoufand Pounds, which was
« fo invidioufly taken Notice of, fhould be

. & added to the Producé of the Civil Lift Re-

&« venue for the laft Four Years, it would not
¢ make the King’s Revenué amount in thofe
& Years to Eight Hundred Thoufand Pounds per
& _unumewdo fir then was this Revenue from

"¢ being grievoufly ex bitant, that the King

¢ did not receive thatéum which the Parlia-
¢ ment it {elf had engaged to compleat in his
€ Favour.

" 1 have now, Sir, laid the whole State of
this tedious Controverfy before you. It now

- appears to you, what Eafe this Abatement of
- the Land Tax will prove to Yourfelf, and to

all the Freeholdérs in the Kingdom; you fee
how determined the Adminiftration have been
to procure it for you; how much Oppofition
they have chofen to encounter, that they might
obtain this Indulgence to the Landed Intereft;
as alfo how different a Spirit breathes in them,

~ and in their Adverfaries. The MINISTERS, Sir,

-are follicitous that you fhould be charged with
‘ 0
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