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EDITOR's PREFACE.

For _/'everdl years pafl, the Author
had it in contemplation to publifk ano..
ther, and more enlarged edition of
this Work ; but conflant avocation in
prallice, or interruptions of ill health,
prevented its accomplifiment. |
When, during the laft fummer, he
retired from the exercife of his pro-
ﬁﬁon, he purpojed, as the employment
of his leifure, to add to his work
whatever new ideas or modes of prac-
tice his further experience and obfer-
vation had prefented to him, fince the -
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publication of the former edition: but
Joon after his retirement, a fudden
period was put to his intention and
his life. |

I am well aware how much more
valuable this edition would have been
Jrom the Author, than from his Nephew.
Ha'w};g been, bowever, for many years,
Jamiliar with his prallice, and fre-
quently converfing with him,on this and
other profeffional fubjelts, I neceffarily -
became acquainted with the refult of
his further remarks on the feveral
phenomena and treatment of thofe
difeafes which are the fubjedt of his'
book. I have therefore fubjoined, in
notes, whatever has béen judged ex-
planatory or wfeful.

‘Golden Syuare,
May, 1810. -
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PREFACE.

“IDISEASES of joints, have been
known, in all ages, to be 6f ‘the moft
calamitons tendéncy; but it is to be
lamented, that very ]ittlé progrefs

_has been made in the methods of
relieving theni, I can b.y. no means
flatter myfelf with the idéé, of hav-
ing thrown any very confiderable
light on the fubjet; and am fenfible
that this part of {urgery is ftill capable
of great -imprévement; but; at.tﬁq
fame time, it may be “allowable for
an individual, without the imputa-

tion of vanity, to publith the re-
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fult of his experience, although he
fhould not fully explain the nature
of the difeafe, or lay down a certain
plan of cure. '

Thefe difeafes are of fuch impor-
tance, that they cannot too fre-
quently be brought before the eyes
of the public; nor can the attention
of the faculty be too ftrongly im-
prefled with the neceflity of reflefting
on them throughout all their ftages,
It is a fortunate cbnﬁ_deration, that
they are not. incura_bié, .although, it
muft be acknowledged it happens
too frequently, that th.ey are not
cured. The reafons for this failure.
fhould ‘bc; thoroughly underftood.
Is if owing to the deftru@ive nature
of the malady, and the infufficiency
of 'ev'elry known remedy? May it
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not often be occafioned. by ' the
patient himfelf, from .negleding
to apply, in the firft "inftance for
proper affitance? Or, is there a
want of difcrimination in this dif-
eafe, at its moft important period?
Whatever the caufe or caufes may be,
it is proper that they. fhould be
known. °

As far as my experience goes,
the ill fuccefs attending the treat-
“ment of thefe cafes, has been more
owing to a want of diftinguithing
properly the nature of the com-
plaint in it's early period, or to the
negle¢t and indifference of the pae
tients themfelves, than to the in-
curable nature of: the malady, or to
a defe& of power in the healing:
art. '
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w1 The morbid: anatomy -of - joints
. does not feem to be generally known'
or underftood. ! ¥ am inclined to be~
lieve, that a-difeafe- of 'the bone
- itlelf, or its invefting ‘cartilage is al-
moft in every cafe the real caufe:
of what is ufually termed-a white
fwelling of a joint. If this be true,
it may be afked, whether in- cafes
of this nature, a practice “more de-
cifive than what is ufually:-adopted,:
fhould not be ufed in ‘the firft in-.
ftance of its attack? . Ts it not abfurd
to: wait' for furgical affiftance till the:
cohtiguous parts partake of .the
ftramous  difpofition, till * all tra-°
ces: of "the original difeafe are loft
in that wmafs' of matter, which fur-
rounds the joint, when bone, ligﬁe
‘ment and cartilage are confounded.
- together in one general deftruction ?
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- The true - knowledge of a difeafe
cannot add'to .its danger..' If the
bone be primarily affected, it.fhould
be well underftood, ‘that it is.fo;
the hazard is to be met at its firft
approach, when it is., moft likely
to ~he fubdued, and at this. time,
the .refources of furgery are. fuffi-
‘cient to afford means .of relief for
a ‘carious difpofition of bone i in any
part of the body. .

. Too frequently however, the dlf-
eafed joint comes under, the infpec-,
tion of the furgeon, at fo late a pe-
riod, that it is impoffible to hold.
out apy other language than that
of " its entire removal. Hard in-
deed, at this moment, is the lot of
furgery, and.its profeflors! They
know little of human nature who
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do not feel, that to the furgeon, it
is an irkfome and painful fubmifion-
to his duty, to propofe fuch an ope-
ration. He often bears the difgrace

of the whole previous management

of the cafe, although called in at a
time, when it is impoffible to do:any
thing more, than to exert the final
effort of his fkill. Rarely has the
furgeon an opportunity of patiently
warding off, or preventing, the firu-
thous affe&tion of a joint, he being
~ fo feldom applied to,  till the advan-
ced ftate of the difeafe imperioufly
requires his ultimate attempts to
preferve life. |
The caries of the hip joint, which
is the principal object of the prefent
Treatife, differs from the caries of
other joints, in no refpect, but what
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arifes from its local ‘fituation. It is
this circumftance which prevents it
from being fubjefted to any impor-
tant furgical operation, and the pro-
grefs of the difeafe being thereby
affe@ted, more by the uniform pro-
‘ceedings of ‘nature, than by the
uncertain-applications of art, an op-
pﬂi‘tﬁnﬁy ‘prefents‘itfelf, of makmg
an ‘extenfive " ‘obfervation on the
powers: of fature towards relieving
»--edrious joint,“and gaining much
information, - applicable to the treat-
enent of difeafed joints, in other parts
of the body. = It-is evident that the
firunicus indifpofition of - the hip
 joint, is as formidable, and dangerous
an evil as can occur to any other
'jﬁiﬂt,‘ )?et’ﬁ‘om its firft attack to its
termifiation, it affords jufter grounds
for hope, than for defpair.
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If, in the courfe of this treatife, I
may [eem to -have eftimated too
highly, .oz, to have :appealed. too. of-
ten to; the ‘works. of the_antients, I
fhall_be. gxcufed by thofe, -whoare
well goquainted with. the difeafe: of -
the hip joint : the, phvious diffienlty
of treating it obliges the pragditioner
to feek for information ; and.in the
judgement of men verfed n, 5prac;
tice, he will not be accufed. of pe-
dantry..or affeGationy, who i diffi-
cult cafes, thall: ad{lﬂ# the fcntxments
of Df: Haen, confult Hippocrates,
and, haviag ;confulted him, pysfue
his opinion, unléfs, Af ;haé been,.cor-
rected and . 1mprav¢,d by. fubfequent

- obfervatlons .
I with not to oyervalue the wri-

tings of the antients; but .who is- .

ot
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there, that has carefully perufed the
works of Mr. Pott, and has not feen
the happy effects. produced i)y 1 a
-elofe ftudy of - the claffic :authord. of
furgery,  combined with-an unremit?
ted clinical ttention'to- dlﬁ:afes, and
their {ymptoms? = =~ -
#To’ thid:{fubject, 'on.which much
might be faid;- the worids:'of -a moft
tefpectable’; fixgeort s dre; well - adapt-
ed+: ' Highly. as all-pradical know-
“ ledge ought to be vilued, it:muft be
“ confefled, that a man may learn a
“ great deal by a juft comparifon of
« his own, with the obfervations of
“ others, who have been placed in fi-
“ milar cix_'cumﬁances with himfelf,
¢ who may perhaps have been endued

* See the Preface to Mr. wai;‘d’l Obfer-
vations on the Venereal Difeafe,
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* with greater abilities, fuperiour in-
¢ duftry, and have had much. greater
o opplortunitics of information. Nop
~ % fhould any man carry his predilece
¢ tion for hjs own. notions fo far, as
#.to imagine that tlie fmall contradted
¢ {pan of his life, how actively foever
“it.may have been eniployed, can
“gutweigh the produ&ions of many
« centuries, and: the united labours of
« g prodigions” number o£ mtelhgenb
.“praéhhoners” T
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ERRATA.

Page 7,line 1,0f the note, for innumerating, read enume.

rating.

28, line 6 from bottom, for setoks, read actans.

— 55, line 5 from top, for asis well, 'read as it is well.

——— 170, line 11 from top, for into more, read into any more,

e 72, line 12 from top, for version, read versions.

o 75,line 2 of the note from the bottom, for which it
seems, read makes it seem ; and ibidem in the last lme,
for confound with, read confound it with.

o= 113, line 8 from bottom, for resorce read recourse,

~— 115, line 3 from bottom, for ostentations read ustentatious,

117, line 11 from bottom, dele but.

—— 122, line 7 of note from the bottom, for source read re-
source.

~——— 128, line 11 from tep, for usually inordinate read uusally
an inordinate.

~— 145, line 5 from the top, for suppositions read suppositi-
ous.

e 166, line 6 from the top, for affected read effected.

— 167, line 3 from top, for of, read or; and ibidem, line i.i
for.or read of,

= 175, line 4 from the bottom, for deglution read dcglumlon.

—— 190, line 6 from the bottom, for yet the read yet by the.

= 254, line 3 in the notes from the bottom, for ’Eficaras
read *Efisara.

e~ 255, line 2 from the top, after the word naturam put a,

Ibidem, in the notes, line 9 from the bottom, for voule read
vocule,

= 260, line ¥ in the notes from the bottom, for ’Efizaras
read 'Eisares
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

ON THE

DISEASE of the HIP fOIN'T.

SECTION L

THE abfcefs of the hip joint is a difeafe
attended withi fuch wvarious evils, incident -
both to the part affe@ed, and to the confti-
tution in general, and occurs fo frequently.
that it could not entirely efcape the notice,
of any writer who has aimed at explaining
the general a&ion of {crophulous complaints,
or their more imm;diate effets, on particular
parts of the human body. Neverthelefs, it
has not been made profefledly, the fubjeét of
particular confideration, except by De Haen,
in his treatife * De Morbo Coxario,” and -

3
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by Monf. Petit, in his well-known work
on difeased bones*. _ )

This difeafe of the hip joint, in cvgry
ftage of its progrefs, from its earlieft appear-
ance, in flight lamenefs, and géncral debility,
to its final cataftrophe, unequivocally mani-
fefted in the deftru@ion of the ‘thigh joint,
and in emaciation of the whole body, is mark-
ed throughout by peculiar and chara&eriftic
fymptoms. Thefe fymptoms have Pecn, how-
ever, in a great measure overlooked, and
~ fewer cautions have been given, with refpe
to the treatment of this very common difeafe,
than of ‘many others of lefs fth\réhcy, and
ithportance. -

* The Author had mot feen the Differtation of Van der
Haar, in the ¢ Sammlung auferlefener abhadlungen,” where.
the principal phznomwa of the difeafc—the elonga(ed limb,
the flattened nates, and the pain of the knee, are very accu-
rately defcribed. But the treatment purfued by Van der Haar.
does not feem by any means fo mafterly, as his hiftory of the
complaint. It is fufficient to mention one cafe, in which he
gpened the abcefs exienfively, and thruft his finger into the
acetabulum of the o innominatum.—* Nach wenig tagen, als
¢ man die flutuation einiger-maffen fuhlen konnte, machte
¢ Ich in diefen lctften theil (die untere und aufwendige ob-
¢ erflache des darmbeins) eine wcite oefnung und fleckte
* meinen finger in die Ptagpei’—Vol. II. p. 10. 1782. Leip-
zig. E | )



[3 1] |

The difficulties in obferving, or at leaft in
difcriminating properly, its earlieft fymptoms,
and of counteratting, or removing thcfn,
when truly difcriminated, .are . doubtlefs
caufes of embarraflment, and uncertainty,
in every attempt to make a proguoftic of
" its event. Be this as it may, the fal-
" lacioufnefs of its firft appearance, and the
difficulty of afcertaining the degrees of its
fubfequent injuries, are points granted by the ’
generality of writers who have treated, or
‘touched on the fubje@. The daily expe-
rience of furgeons cannot fail to convince
them, that the whole procefs of the difeafe
affords great {cope for conjefture, and much
diverfity of judgmént. :
It occurs at all periods’of life, but happens
moft frequently to- children, from their in-
fancy, to the age of fourteen. It often oric
ginates from accidents apparently inconfider-
able. A degree of lamelefs, fcarcely vifible,
is the firft fymptom, whichis often afcribed to
indolence, or to the indulgence of an awkward -
habit. -The palenefs, and languid appearance
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which afterwards enfue, accompanied with a
liftleflnefs, and want of a&ivity, are symp-
. toms often confidered as the effeéts of worms,
or attributed to a general rickety difpoﬁtion.
Even when local injury of the hip becomes ap-
parent beyond denial, to the leaft experienced
obferver, it is too often regarded as a decifive
proof of a fcrophulous taint, pervading the
j gc’nerél habit ; and with a view of relieving
the paft affeCted, recourfe is immediately had
to remedies, which are thought moft likely
to counteract the tendency of the fuppofed
fcrophulous affection. )

With this intention, fmall'dofcs, of calo-
mel, burnt fponge, athiops  vegetabilis, or
terra ponderofa, are prefcribed: or with the
fame view of obviating the ftrumous tenden-
cy, remedies of a tonic kind are adminiftered,
and preparations of fteel, bark, or cold bath-
ing are uled, not unfrequently. Under thefe,
- lan'djmany other different regimens, the difeafe
of the hip joint may feem to be fufpended ;
for, like fimilar fymptoms of fcrophula, it
is influenced in its progrefs by a variety of
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circumftances, not immediately conneéted
with mere medical treatment. Whenever a
remedy for a ftrumous diforder is recoma
mended, as having been, in some inﬁances,i
fortunate in its exhibition, it ought to be recol-
lected, that the feafon of the year, the tem-
perature of the air, the alteration of a mode
of living, and the natural ftamina of the
patient, fhould be takcn‘ into confideration,
and have their due weight, before the efficacy
of the medicine ufed, can be juftly eftimated,

The exiftence of fcrophula, as a contfti-
tutional difeafe, cannot be denied. It often
affe@ts various parts of the body, at the fame
time opprefling, ‘without overpowering, the
vital energies ; but its attacks are oftener local,
and where they prove fatal, thefe deftru&ive
effets are produced by its deleterious quality,
operating locally upon fuch parts of the ani-
mal economy, as. are neceflarily conneted
- with its exiftence. '
 The brain, the lungs, the liver, the teftes,
and fpermatic chord, the uterus, the ovaria,
the anterior part of the bodies of the verte-
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brz, the joint of the hip, in common with
other joints, experience continually the bale-
ful effects of a difeafe, whereof fcrophula may
be fuppofed to be the caufe, and to which it
has not unfrequently given denomination.
It may be added, that there are but few parts
of the human body, which do not exhibit
continual proofs of the danger of its local
attacks, and of the inefficacy of general reme-
dies. But fo long as fcrophula affe&s only
the integuments, or external glands, the
hazard from it is comparatively fmall; the
conftitution refifts it with great energy, and
the powers of medicine are capable of being
exerted with probability of fucéefs. But
there is not in this comphint a fpecific re-
medy, like mercury in the venereal difeafe,
which can, with a moral certainty, impede
its progress. If there were any fuch medicine
known, of {fuperior efﬁcacy: sapable of check-
ing the inflammation, and fuppuration of an
indurated gland, or of preventing a thickened
perioftium, and enlarged bone from becom-

ing a confirmed caries, it would greatly

e
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fupercede the neceffity. of having recourfe to
topical temedies, which are both painful,
and uncertain. ' 3

Scrophula®* is not unfrequently converted
from a conftitutional, into a local difeafe, by a
variety of accidental circumftances, fometimes
apparently flight, and certainly fuch as might
befal a conftitution perfectly -found, with
little, if any ill effe@. But when, by fome
untoward accident, the locality of fcrophula
is determined to the hip, and feated -in the
joint of that part, it brings it} its train ferious,
and ftubborn complaints. A probability that
the difeafe will terminate fatally, is ftrengly
pointed out, by long illnefs, generally ac-
companied with colliquative {weats, and
purgings, anafarcous {wellings in the -lower
limbs, -emnaciation in every part of the body,
and frequent fuppurations round the hip joint, |

* Ttis very remarkablethat Dr. Falconer, in innumerating
the caufes of the difeafe, fhould have fo conftantly svoided
mentlonmg fcrophula which by the unanimous confent of al}
writers on ‘the fubje&, is conﬁdered the moft frequent of all
caufes. E, : . .
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unmanageable by any treatment applicable to

other abfcefles. | :
When this difeafe terminates in death, the
diffe&tion of the part difcovers a caries fo ex-
tenfive, as to include not only the head and
neck of the thigh bone, and the cotyloid
' cavity, but great portions likewife of the ad-
joining os ilium, ifchion, and os pubis,
with all their ligaments irreparably injured.
Such mdeed are the fa@s revealed by diffec-
tion, that there 1s no wonder at their having
given rife, and éur’rency to an opinion often
aﬂ'umed, that the hip difeafe is, from its ear-
. lieft origin, irremediable. Tt muft be confefled,
that it is difficult to conceive how fuch an
extenfive caries of bone as is vifible after death,
could have been either prevented, or remedied.
Neverthelefs, thefe difcouraging conclufions
are not always juft, or well founded; for
"~ there is no doubt but that difeafes, finally at-
tended with large fuppurations, which ulti-
mately occafion great derangement, and

havock in the animal machine, originate
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from flight caufes, and admit of remedy, in
their beginnings.

A careful obferver may difcover, and
deftroy the feeds of many a fatal chronic
difgafc; before they become deep rooted, and
dangerous. Even ftrumous affetions of the
lungs, and liver, begin with f{light obftruc-
tions, and indurations in the fubftances of
thofe vifcera, ;NhiCh, from the invifibility
of their nature, go on, producing their con-
fequential ill effe@ts. Obftrutions increafe,
and mﬁltiply, till at length inflaimmation en-
fues, either excited by the original caufe, or
- brought into ation by fome adventitious
circumftances, followed by a train of fatal
confequences, which the expedients of fkill
may alleviate, but are not likely to cure.

The difcriminating {ymptoms of internal
chronic difeafes, are not yet delineated with
fuch accuracy, as to inftru&t the generality of
pradtitioners,-how to diftinguifh them in their
incipient ftates, and earlier ftages, or how to
proceed on a certain efficient pratice, either
for their prevention, or their cure. )
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It ought likewife to be noticed, that ajthohgh
an experienced and attentive obferver, might
very truly diftinguith thefe latent difeafes in
their firft beginnings, and, alarmed by the ap-
prehenfions of their ultimate ill confequences,
would willingly exert his utmoft .ingenuify
to check them, yet the patients themfelves
feeling, or fancying.inconvenicnccs apparently
trivial, cannot eafily be prevailed upon to
adhere with fteadinefs, to any well-digefted
* plan of prevention, or remedy, in order to -
avert evils, which they imagine to be merely
contingent, or at the worft, not likely to
take place, but at ‘a period confiderably
remote. )

This happens not uncommonly in cafes of
{crophulous affe@ions, tending to fuppuration
in the cavities of the body ; but the progrefs
of diforders, fituated in the extremities, comes
more immediately under the cognizance of
the furgeon, and is by no means fo -proble-
matical, or fo hopelefs. The parts affected
by them; are always more fuperficial, and
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confequently the progreffion of difeafe is moré
cafy to be traced, than in the vifcera, The
joints of the upper, and lower extremities, are
fufficiently pcrfpicuous in their ftru&ure, and
cannot be difeafed to any dangerous degree,
without betraying an inaptitude for their
funé@ions. The moment that this becomes
obvious, the furgeon inveftigates the caufe,
and where fymptoms fhew the remoteft
danger of fuppuration, inftantly has recourfe
to thofe local applications, which experience
“has evinced to be, not only capable in many
inftances, of ftopping the advancement to-
wards caries, but even fufficiently efficacious,
to recover the limb from a difeafed, to a
healthy ftate. ,
The caries of the hip-joint, always painful

in its confequences, and fometimes fatal in its
termination, fteals on at firft fo imperceptibly,
and arrefts the attention fo little, that. it is
fcarcely confidered as a ferious difeafe. "The
conftitution is not at firft, materially 'affeGted

by it ; palenefs of countenance, fits of lan-
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guor and heavinefs, fucceeded by pfop_ortiou- ‘
able flows of fpirits, and fudden exertions,

are incidents fo ufual in the lives . of
young people, that they pafs for. common

circumftances, and attra& little or on notice.

There are however, fymptoms, often accom-

pahying the firft pathognomonic marksof
this difeafe ; I mean a fort of limping gait,

lamenefs fcarcely difcernable, and a weaknefs

of the leg, and thigh, juft beginning to be

.apparcug. :

Moreover about this time, the lir;rib, on
ftri& examination, will be found, both in the
thigh, and on the calf of the leg, to be really

leflened in its circumference. A ftriking

alteration likewife, takes place with regard to A

its length. It is more, or lefs elongated;
the elongation is vifible, and the degree of
it afcertainable. Let the patient be placed in
a horizontal pofition, with both his legé €X~
tended properly for a comparifon with each
other ; the patella, with the condyles of the
thigh.bone, will appear in the difeafed limb,
manifeftly lower than the fame . bones on the
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found fide. It may be ftill farther afcertained
"by an infpe&ion, and comparifon of the rela-
tive fituations of the great trochanter, or the
internal mglleolar procefs of . the tibia, with
the correfponding parts of the found limb.

On viewing. attentively the patient in an
ere&t pofture, it is clearly difcernable that
there is, on the difeafed fide, an- alteration
with refpeQ to the natural fulnefs and con-
vexity of the nates, that part appearing flat- .
tened, which is ufually mbﬁ: prominent®;
and a little below, towards the thigh, there is
a degree of fwelling, different from, and.
ftrongly contrafted to, the natural appearance
' " of the found limb.

A pain in the knee,t is another remarkable
fymptom, not unufual in the courfe of this dis-

® Many of thefe charagteriftic marks of the dxfeafe are
thewn in plate I.

4+ Mr. Ford had remarked that this fymptom was always
fynchronous with the elongated limb, it commenced with it—
it continued as long as the difeafed limb was longer than the
found one, and ceafed when the thigh began to refume its pro-
per length, or to become fhorter ; and he had never obferved
it in the latter ftages of the difeafe, when the thigh affefted
was fhorter than the found one. E.
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eafe, and fo violent is it at times, as todifturb
the repofe of the patient at night, and to oc-
cafion the moft agonizing fcreams, The
knee neverthelefs, after the moft ginute exa-
mination, will be found in a perfe& found ftate,
although it has often been fubjefted to the
fruitlefs applications of fomentations, plafters,
and embrocations, whilft the real feat of the
difeafe has been negle@ed, and the procefs to_
caries,” permitted to go on with its natural -
rgpidity, accelerated occafionally by adven-
titious circumftances. '

It may be ftill farther obfervable, that the
patient, in ftanding, does not fupport the
. weight of his body equally on both legs.
The found limb will appear ftrongly exten-
ded, bearing upon it inore than its due pro-
portion of the weight of the trunk, whilft
the other projects outwards from the body,
with its knee bent, and.the patient discovers
an inclination to reft rather on his toes, than
to fupport, the weight of that fide of his body,
fairly on the whole furface of the foot.*

oo See plate I,
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. 'He not only becomes more unable to-move
the difeafed limb, with the fame facility as
£he found one, but the lamenefs increafes on
him fo much, that he is under the neceflity
of grafping the affected thigh with his hand, -
in order to ‘give it a greater progreffive
power. | ‘

There are alfo other fymptoms, in the
early ftate of this difeafe, which ought not
to be paffed over in filence, as every circum-
ftance, which may be thought chara&eriftic,
deferves notice, and ferious coiﬁﬁdcration.—‘

In 2 morning, the patients walk ftiff, and
with evident difficulty ; -the difficulty "be-
comes lefs apparent in the courfe of the day,
but .wearinefs comeson, in an unufual de'gree,
towards the evening, and pain enfuing, they
repair to reft at an early hour.

In quick exertions, and in running efpe- -
cially, they are apt tofall ; and though often
averfe - to- motion, they have: at times great
livelinefs, and a prompt difpofition to exercife.
In their recumbent pofture in bed, the thigh
affected is ordinarily bent forward, 'ana-cvery _
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attempt to alter that pofition is attended with
great pain, which is particularly increafed by
every degree of exertion, or violence, em-
ployed to ftretch out the limb to its, full length.

The parts furrounding ‘the joint, on pref-
fure, indicate no great degree of painful
fenfation, but in general, fome tendernefs,
where it is moft likely to fuffer by compref-
fion, particularly behind the great trochanter,
where there is not much cellular membrane,
or mufcle, to cover the joint. They feel
moreover, a tendernefs in the groin, where
the lymphatic glands are'frcqucntly found to
be a little enlarged. o

The difeafe, for fome time at leaft, .indi-
cates itfelf by the fymptoms above men-
tioned ; it is not, however, uniformly pain-
ful, but variably fo, being influenced by )
the efficiency of the means admiuiftered to
countera& the procefs of a {crophulous ca-
ries in the joint, or by:the power of the
conflitution withftanding its attacks. It
frequently happens, that the unfavourable -
appearances alter, and. are fufpended for a
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confiderable time, infomuch, as to-be feern:
ingly removed ; but if they return, it is
with additional violence. The lamenefs
becomes more -obvious, the pain more fen-
fible, the emaciation of the limb more vifible,
and the general prevalence, and inroads of .
the difeafe on the conftitution, manifeft them-
felves ﬁrongly, by flow heétic fever, and great
proftration of ftrength.— - »

At length it happens, that the bmb ‘which
was before elongated, fhortens; and when-
ever this circumftance takes place, which
may eafily be a‘fcer\tain:& by an a&tual men-
'~ furation, it announces the probability of an
enfuing externel fuppuration ; and the great
difficulty of preventing it, calls for the moft
unremitted exertions of the furgeon. -
" The rapid approach to fuppuration is mar-
-ked by an aggmﬁtion of all the local fymp- N
toms. - A greater degree of tendernefs and
irritability in the parts round the joint, are
now manifeft to the touch; the enlargmént
of the external parts becomes more vifible;

. . c



1’7

particularly on the upper, and exterior parts
of 'the-thigh, over the vaftus externus mufcle,
wheré the matter ufually- gathers, and :pro-
je&@s. " During this period, the thigh becomes
more fhortened, contra&s in a bent pofition,
,upward to the groin, and is lefs capable of
motioti, -the leg. waftes more apparently, the
foot can fcarcely be put to the ground, and
finally, the patient, no longer able to depend
on the limb affeCted, fupports his body on
crutches, -and on his found:leg, ‘whilft the
difeafed one hangs a burthenfome, and painful
appendage to the trunk, with its foot ex-
tended, and perhaps cedematous, This.mise~
rable flate of the dieafe contiriues for-a longer,
or thorter {pace of time, till the abfcefs burft-
ing, difcharges ‘either a thick matter; or elfe
a thin, ferous fluid, intermixed with: fub-
ftances, refembling.curds-and whey. EEoN
+ At this time, another alteration often takes
place, which generally marks the moft dif- -
trefling period ‘of this formidable " complaiat.
. The patient grows languid,-and heétical,
lofes his appetite, becomes fubje@ to colli-
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quative purgings, {weats profufely at nights,
and finks apparently, under the preffure of
his complicated maladies.

Ifthe difeafe does not now terminate fatally,
as it often does at this critical period, thefe
diftrefsful {ymptoms continue for a-long time.
- If the patient happily ftruggles through them
all, and at length recovers, it is after a tedious
confinement to his bed, with a diftorted hip,
and an emaciated limb, which has either formse
ed an infecure connexion with the os in-
nominatum, or become anchylofed in the hip
joint ¥ ,

It deferveshowever, a particular obfervation,
that an external fuppuration is not always a
neceffary, and unavoidable confequence of the-
thortening of the thigh bone, and of the ca-
ries of the hip joint. Inftances occur, not
unfrequently, in which patients undergo the
whole procefs of the early fymptoms of this
difeafe, to the clongation, and fhortening of

* See plates II, IV, and V.
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the limb, and even an anchylofis in the joint,
without any external fuppuration.® ‘
At times too, it happens, that a fuppura-
tion is formed, that the abcefs burfts, and a
fhortening of the limb takes place, when yet
no fever enfues, nor any very dangerous
fymptoms fupervene.}+ These very fortunate
circumftances are however, rare, compared
with the great frequency of cafes, in which
numerous evils ufually refult from the caries
- of the joint, and its external fuppuration.:; . -
. Inthe inveftigation of this, and every other
difeafe of equally dangerous confequences, it
is advantageous, and indeed requisite,: to
acquire the trueft, and moft accurate poffible’
notions, of -the injurious alteration in the
internal parts, which conftitutes the caufe of
external morbid appearance.. -The pathology
of this difeafe, is certainly moft wanting in its
® Neither is an anchylofis a neceffary confeqﬁencé '6f the
fhortening of the limb, I have now under my care'a boy about
ten years of age, who has undergone the difcafe with repeated

fuppuration, and the limb is half aninch shorter than the
_pther, although he has the perfect ufo of thejoint of the hip. E.

+ See cafes X1IL. XIV.
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earlieft ftage; for at its conclufion, opporeu.
nities too freque'ntl:y occur, for the minuteft
examination of the nature, and effects of this
malady, which is uniformly found on infpec-
tion, where it terminates fatally, to go on in
its operation, to-the ultimate destruction of
almoft all the bones, ligaments, and carnlages
connected with the hip joint*,

The difeafe here treated of, is not fatal in
its firdt attacks, nor productive for fome time,
of very great, or infupportable inconveniences.
It is in moft inftances, confiderably advanced
in its dangerous progrefs, before application
1s made to the surgeon, who has but seldom,
a fair occasion to attend to it, in its firft:
beginning, and earlicft ftage; and whenever
he has it in his power to trace its primary
operation, and ill effects by diffe&ion, it
can only happen, when the- patient falls acci-
dentally a victim to fome other difeafe. Rarely
as this is likely to take place in the practice
of an individual, it has however occurred ta

# See plare VI.
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me, more than once, and warrants me to
affirm, that a confiderable caries of bone, in
the cotyloid cavity, or in the head of the.
thigh bone, may exist, before any external
fymptom could have afcertained such a cir-
cumftance. .
The following is the cafe of a patient,
who fuffered from the difeafe of the hip joint,
for feveral months labouring under the pri-
mary fyasptoms charaleriftic of this com-
plaint, but whe died at laft of a violent fever,’
hot apparently connected with his local com-
plaint. o
Thomas Welth, a boy ten years of age, of
a fair-complexion, brown hair, born of heal-
thy .parents, both living at this time, received
a blow on his groin, about fourteen months
before his death, from a cricket béll,' thrown
with confiderable force. His mother, soon
after he received ‘the blow thought that he
halted a little, but his klimeaefs was not very
epparent. It was not however, tll eight
months after the accident happened, that it
was judged neccﬂiry' to have recourfe to a
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.furgeon for. advice.. The lamenefs at ths
period was very perceptible, and - the pain.in
the groin and thigh, fhooting backwards tor
ward the nates, was {o acute, that, although
naturally a chearful child, he could not com-
tain himfelf from frequent {creaming. §

He had now .become uneafy, reftlefs, and
was continually  getting up from his chair,
particularly at his meals, which he prefe'rrcd'
taking in an ere&t pofture, refting. on ,thi::
found 'leg, or frequently ih,i.t.’t‘ing\ about, fo -
vary his mode of ftanding., His health in
other refpeéts did not appear to be much
affeGed, his appctitei was good, and,his fleep
was not much interrupted, till a fhort time
hefore his death, when he began. to cough,
and to thew {ymptoms of weaknefs, = .

At the time he was brought to the Weft~
minfter . General Difpenfary. for. ,amﬁaqqq,
the pain had become more. violent .in .the
groin, and in the thigh; a ircry confiderable
degree of 1amen¢1's,_' was manifeft, and the
inguinal lymphatic glands were fwelled: a
cauftic was then applied to the hip, a little
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behind the great trochanter ; foon after this
application, he grew fa much better that he
indulged himfelf in the ufual paftime of boys,
jumping with a rope, and ftanding upon his
h¥ad ; his cough was much abated, and the
pain in his hip was entirely gone. The limb,.
notwithftanding, flill appeared to be waﬁed
and was certainly elongated.

Soon after this time he was feized with a
fever, attended with petechiz, which put
ah end to his life in the courfe of a few days,
- 1 obtained leave to examine the limb, and
found the elongation ftill very evident, and
demonttrable in the dead body. There was
in the cavity of the hip joint, a fmall
quantity, about a tea-fpoonful of matter; the
head of the thigh bone wasl little inflamed;
the capfular ligament rather thickened, the
ligamentum teres united in’ its natural way
with the acetabulum; the cartilage lining the.
cotyloid cavity eroded in one. place®, with a
{mall apcrturc, through whlch a probe mxgbt

d Sec plate III. fig. L.



[ 25 ]

be paffed, undernedth the cartilage into the
internal furface of the os pnbis on one fide and
on the other into the os ifchii; and the oppo-

fite, or .external- part of the os innominatum
thewed more appearance of difeafe, than the
cotyloid cavity*, :

.Some time before, . I had examined by dnf-
* fection, another difeafe of the hip joint, which
had not proceeded to an external fuppuration ;
but not having preferved the morbid parts,
I can only fay, that the difeafe was in.this
fubject farther advanced, that the limb wa;s
beginning to fhorten, and to be contractcd
forward, that the pahent, who was a boy at
fchool, being thrown over a form, was taken
home in great pam,and died in a few days
after, with fever and convulfions.

On examination of the joint after death
there was no appearance of inflammation, no
tenfion, or fwelling externally, but the coty-
loid cavity was thoroughly carious, the carti-
lages eroded, the head, and part of the neck
of the thigh bone crumbled away.
| * See plate I1L. fig. I1.
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The foregoing cafes, duly confidered, fuggeft
various reafonings, and feem to warraat the
following conclufion; narnely, that a mor-
bid ftate of the cartilages and bones, which
form the hip joint, is the real origin, and the
primary efficient caufe of the whole train of
alarming fymptoms, which- accompany this
difeaft, from its earlieft appearance, to its ulti
mate temination.

The carious flate of the bones in queftion,
s not-therefore the effect, but the caufe of the
f_'or'r'naﬁon of mattér',. and -this caries is not to
be attributed to a difordered ftate of the fynovia
corroding the head of the bone and the cotyloid
cavity, nor to the acrimony ‘of any matter
colle@ted there, and fuppofe& to produce this
ill effect. Thereis a neceﬂity for afcertaining
diﬁiné'tions of this nature, in order to fodnd
the proper indication of a mode of cure: for;
~ if this difeafe were to be ascribed to the \ca»(x.fcs

-above mentioned, either an acrimonious ftate

of {fynovia, or an exxﬁence of matter of a cor-
rofive quality in the' jomt, a practice very-
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different, from what is now generally purfued;
would certainly be preferable.
Mr. Freke, in his ¢¢ Effay on the art of

% healing,” p. 218, conceiving the caries of
bone in the difeafe -here treated of, to be the
effe@ of an acrimonious fynovia, recommends
an- early opening into the joint, as the beft
method of preventing the future pernicious
confequences;. He compares the ufe of {yno-
-via to ¢ Good olive oil for locks,” but, adds
he,  If oil of ¥itriol be ufed inftead of it, the
effect need not tobe t

- It muft be admitted, that if Mr. Freke’s
theory ‘of this difeafe were unqueﬁlonablc
the early-epening he' recoxﬂmen’ds, would 'bé
the moft eligible practice, as tending to dif-
charge, in the quickeft way poffible, the niox-
wus fluid. It is however -certain, that fuch 2
praéhcc is found, by expenencc, to be inju-
rious; for the opening of abﬁ::effes of j joints,

whether it be made by cauﬁxc, mcnﬁon, or
~ feton, has not the fuppofed tendency to pre- -
vent:; on the contrary, is’ known to mcrea{c
the dmpoﬁtxon to carnes, “and Tauft” ¢onfee
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quently, promote and accelerate every bad

fymptom, refulting fooner or later, from the
ftrumous indifpofition of the affe&ted part.
It may ftill be thought, and urged againft
what has been advanced, that it contravenes a
common opinion, that the caufe of this dif-
cafe is not primarily to be looked for in the
joint itfelf, that it may as well be fuppofed, to
originate in the more external parts, in the in-
volucra of the joint, in the (cellular ‘membrane, -
in the periofteum of the bones, in the mufcles,
~ or in the lymphatic glands.. It may be said
too, that fuch a caries of boue, or fuch a dif-
pofition to caries, as is ftated in the cafe, above
mcntioned, cannot well be conceived to exift
in fo early a period of this. complaint, and yet
continue fo long latent, to all external appear-
ance inaftive, or by its operations produive
of no very dangerous ill effe&s. :
This objection is. the more fpecious and
plauﬁblc? as it is admitted, that the fubjects of
this diforder, neverthelefs enjoy a mediocrity
of general health, and, for no incofiderable
* fpace of time, are but little diftrefled by its
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local inconveniences. Whereas in no very
diffimilar cafes, a difeafe in bones of lefs mag-
nitude, and in parts of lefs importance to the
animal ceconomy, difcovers itfelf frequently
with much greater rapidity, by he&ical fymp-.
toms, and other very confpicuous ill effects.
It may be added to all this, that fuch a caries
of bone in a part, fo liable to friction as the hip
joint, would moft probablycaufe inflammation,
and bring on fuppnration, much fooner than
it ufisally takes place, according to the forego-
ing account of tke difeafe.
. Such. analogical reafonings without doubt
may fpecioufly be urged; and may be fairly-an-
fwered by arguments, deduced likewife from
analogy. But, what is to be gained by oppo-
fing fuppofitions to facts? The latter remain
invariably the fame, however we may vary in
our opinions ebout them. The facts, with
regard to the morbid anatomy of this difeafe
in its earlieft ftages, can only be proved by .
the diffe&tions of fubjects, who happen to die
during its firft attack.
In confidering however, the obje&ions be-
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fore mentioned, it may be obferved, that in:
vital parts of the human fyftem, even in the
brain®, ftrumous indurations are known to.
fubfift, without certain indication, of immedi-.
ate difcovery of their dangerous tendency ;
their mifchievous effects are often flow and
gradual, and the fatal fymptoms do not ‘appea}r
till fome time after, according to the natural
progrefs of.. the difeafe, or its exacerbation
from some external, or internal caufe, which
excites an inflammatory diathefis in the part. -
In like manner, a ftrumous induration, and
enlargement of the liver, or of the fpleen
often fubfists, and is known, as a chronic
diseafe, by its effecs on the animal oéconomy’,'
for a long time, before it produces inflammation
or fuppuration in the fubftance of thofe vifcera
an accumulation of water in the cavity of the
abdomen, or any of thofe {ymptoms, which
~are the final, and fatal confequcnccs of the
: ongmal difeafe. B
>.-Even in the lungs, that part of the buman

:* . * See London Medical Journal, Vol II p- 56.
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body moft fubject to ftrumousaffections and
neceffarily in continual motion, a difpofition
to pulmionary phthifis, & well known to exift
long before its fatal termination in tubercles,
and fuppuration. '

But to inflitute an -analogical reafoning,
much more nearly allied to the difeafe in
queftion, is it not well known, that in: the
difeafe of the incurvated fpine, fo accurately
defcribed b:Mr. Pott, a difpofition to caries,
and even a deftruction of parts muft neceffas
tily have taken place, before the caries is ins
dicated, or afcertained, by that angular incur-
vatiof, which is thé marked effet of a lofs of
fubstance, in the anterior part of the: body of
vertebre ? Every joint of the upper, and
lower extremities; occafionally exhibits a-firu-
mous indifpofition of itsi cartilages, or bones]
sud this. mayexift, and for a very confiderable
time, with more or lefs local inflammation,
before any external fuppuration takes place, :

The difeafe .of the hip joint produces:a
weaknefs of the. lower limb, neceffary to be
diftinguithed from paralytic affection, to which



[ 32 ]
which it is liable in comimon with other
parts of the body. It is likewise requifite to
diferiminate it from that partial debility; often
incident to the lower limb, in'the comiplaint
well known by the name of pfoas abfcefs.”

As the difeafe of the hip joint gradually ad-
vances towards fappuration, in the courfe of
its natural progrefs, the.local injury of the
joint becomes evident, from external appear-
rances ; but in". the beginning, and earlier pe-
riods of the' calamity, its diagnoftic figns, al-
though highly neceffary to be fiked, are not
always obvious.

The pain in the knee, the: ﬂattened appears
'ancg: of the nates, the elongation of the limb,
the uneafinefs felt in moving the joint; clearly
difcriminate the hip difeafe from a paralytic af-
fection. - The fame fymptomg ferve in fome
meafure to diftinguith it fromthe abicefs known
n many cafes, to origmate from a caries of the
lower, dorfal vertebra, or thofe of the loms,
pear the origin of the pfoas major. :

! In the pfoas abfcefs, the matter fecretéd in
confequence of. caries, is. prevented from
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making its way outward on the back, by the
thicknefs of the bones, and the ftrong com.
pages of the mufcles on the loins, and is ftill
more ftrongly reftrained from making its way
forward, by- the peritoneum, vifcera, and
abdominal mufcles. It therefore falls down
on the pfoas mufcle, and paffing under Pou-
part’s ligament, fometimes puthes outward in
the groin, but more generally, purfuing the
courfe of that mufcle, forms an abfcefs, near
its infertion, in the infide of the thigh.

In the progrefs of this abscefs, there are
fome external {fymptoms, not unlike thofe of
the hip difeafe. Of thele, it may be proper
‘to mention here, that the thigh is generally
bent forward, which gives a flattened appear-
ance to the nates on the fide affected. This
fymptom, in the difeafe of the hip joint,
feems to arife from the inability which the
patient feels of fupporting the trunk on the
infirm joint ; whereas in the pfoas abfcefs, the
fimilar circumftance of the thigh, being bent
forward, and upward, o as vifibly to give the

D
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appeai'ance of depreffion to the glutzi muftles,
- may probably be owing to the irritated con-
dition to which the pfoas mufcle miay be fub-
je@ted, from the weak, and morbid ftate of
that part of the bone, into which its origin is
inferted . |
In difcriminating between the abfcefs of the
hip joint, and that proceeding from difeafed
vertebra, it muftalfo be remarked, that in the
latter difeafe the matter infinuating itfelf be-
tween the mufcles of the back, does at times
make its way outward on the loins, and even
on the nates, and often burfts nearly in the
fame place, where the abfcefs of the hip joint
frequently appears. Neverthelefs the furgeon,
who attends carefully to the antecedent {ymp-
toms, will not find it difficult to difcover the
real feat of the difeafe, which it is of the moft

* 1 have confidered the pfoas abfcefs, as originating from\'
difeafe in the anterior part of the lower dorful, or the lumbat
vertcbre ; although this may not be univerfally the cafe, I am
authorized by the_opinion of the moft refpe@able writers, to
fay that it frequently is fo ; and, from my 6wn experience, I
muft affirm, that whenever I have had an opportuuity of in-
fpefing, after death, the morbid ftate of the parts conneéted
with this difeafe, I have uniformly found a very confiderable
caries of the bones above mentioned.
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importance to afcertain with precifion, in the
~ firft inftance, in order to inftitute a proper
mode of cure. In the latter ftages of thefe
different abfcefles, the true knowledge of their
locality is not equally eflential, as the treatr
ment of both neceflarily becomes the fame,
or very fimilar, _

The elongation, and wafting of the limb, -
the pain in the knee, the uneafinefs felt in
moving the head of the thigh. bone in its
focket, are all prominent, and chara&eriftic
features of the hip difeafe. If yet, at times,
there may be appearances in the pfoas abfcefs,
which bear fome resemblance to the fymptoms
above mentioned, yet it muft certainly be ad-
mitted, that they are by no means fo ftrongly
marked, as they are in the abfcefs of the hip-
. joint. Moreover, the pfoas abfcefs has gene- -
rally one leading -fymptom peculiar to itfelf, .
namely, a fenfation of weaknefs in the loins,
near the origin of the pfoas mufcle, attended
with a degree of tendernefs palpably difcover-
able if the parts undergo the examination of -
the finger.
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SECT. 11

" Obfervations on the Modes of Treatment yfually -
employed for the Rélief, or Cure of the Difvafe
of the Hip Foint.

HAVING, in the preceding fetion, pree
mifed fome general obfervations on the difs
eafe of the hip joint; on the ways of afcera
taining its exiftence; and the means of diftine -
guithing it from the moft fimilar complaints ;
I may now fuppofe a cafe of this difeafes |
Jet it be ftated then, as in its early ftage, nét
yet fo far advanced, as to be produétive of any
manifeft indications of external fuppuration
I fhall only fuppofe its actual exiftence, and
its locality afcertdined, or at leaft ftrongly
marked by pathognorhonic {ymptoms.

The firft obje&k of immediate inquiry’ muft
‘neoctfasily be, what is the beft methdd to/be

Ve
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taken, to relieve the inconveniencies it has
already occafioned, and to prevent the future
calamities likely to arife from the difeafe, if
left to its natural courfe. : ‘

In the confideration of a remedy, or mode
of treatment, adequate to removea complaint
which is either a difpofition to caries, or a
real caries, atually exifting in the bones of
the hip joint ; it would be -ufelefs to enume-
rate the great diverfity, and contrariety of
fomentations, plaiﬁcrs; and cmbroéat'idni,
which have been tried, repeated, and recoms
mended by regulars, and irregulars, in the
pralice of phyfic, and furgery.. -

: » Internal medicines have npt been more fuc-
~cefsful. . Hemlock and burnt fponge, prepara-
tions of mércury and antimony; have been all
‘employed to remedy this difeafe, without the -
record of a fingle fortunate event.. : Nor have
tonic remedies beén ufed with. greater advan-
tage. The cold bath, fo far as my experience
goes, has been uniformly detrimental, without
‘the. thadow of an exception. The Peruvian
~ :bark does not feem to poflefs. ahy. powerful

‘
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influence over this complaint, although it
may be found feviceable in particular cafes,
where colliquative fweats, and {ymptoms of
great weaknefs, feem to arife from the gerferal
debility- of -the habit, during the natural pro-
grefs of the malady. 4
Bathing in fea water, both warm and cold,
has been, from the earlieft records of medicine,
an ufual pra&ice in fcrophulous complaints.
The elder Pliny* mentions it as a remedy ufed
in his time for difeafed bones, as well as other
_diforders. In'modern pri&iée,v it is notorious
that for almoft every difeafe, which can be at-
tributed to a ftrumous taint; patients refort to
places fituated on the fea coaft, either for the
advantage of bathing in the natural marine
element, or for ufing it asa warm bath, and in
fome cafes, to experience the alteration likely
to refult from an exchange of the polluted
atmofphere of a large city, for that of an open

country near the fea.
- The benefits” derived from this plan m

* Hiftor, Nagural. Lib. 30. cap. 6.
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many {crophulous cafes, are_fo very obvious,

that they leave no room for fcepticifm to \
queftion their reality, and feem to warrant
the propricty of trying the fame method of
cure in almoft all cafes that are evidently of
the fame nature. It is neverthelefs certain,
. that fea bathing is beneficial only in particular
cafes, and by no means, to be confidered as a
ij}eciﬁc_ remedy in every difeafe of a {crophu-
tous tendency. In maladies of this defcription,
‘which principally affect the lungs, and other
vifcera, its efficacy is very problematical ; and .
even breathing in an air near the fea, has been
accounted by phyficians to be prejudicial in
pulmonary camplaints.*

It is not uncommon to find many cafes of |
the abfcefs. of the hip joint complicated with a
delicate and irritable ftate of the lungs, which
Greates an infupefable objection to cold fea
bathing. As this éir;:umﬁancc,_ however, does

"not always occur in the ftrumous indifpofition
of the bones of the hip joint, a remedy fo well

* $ee Dr. Carmichael Smyth;'on Confumptions.

«
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known as fea bathing is, to be powerfully
adapted to countera& fcrophulous tendency,
deferves a fair trial, and promifes to be ufe-
ful, in the incipient ftages of the difeafe. It
is not unlikely, but that, in an early period,
fea air and fea bathing might check the ftru-
mous taint, and otherwise invigorate the
conftitution fo far, that the part more imme-
diately affe¢ted might refume a healthy tone.
But in my own experience I have always
found, that fea bathing is not to be depended
upon, when the difeafe is confiderably ad-
vanced, that is, when violent pain, diftortion
of the hip, contra®ion and fhortening of the
limb take place, and manifeftly mark a preva~
lent caries, and an impending danger of exter-
nal fuppuration. In all fuch cafes fea bathing
is frequently followed by fome of the mofk
dangerous fymptoms of this difeafe. |
There can be little doubt, but that every.
degree of motion, produced in diftempered
bones, where the cartilages. are known to be
abraded, muft be highly hazardous.* Now
* It is of the greateft.importance to ditinguifh thofe cafes,
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it is almoft impofiible to have recourfe to the
remedy of fea bathing, without irritating the
parts by unavoidable motion ; and can there be
any thing more likely to happen, than that
the frition of unfound or injured bones will
create mifchief, out of all proportion, over-
balancing any good, which can reafonably be
expeted, from the invigorating quality of fea
bathing, ,

Warm bathing, in a natural or artificial
marine bath, is not liable to all the obje&ions
againft bathing in the open fea.

. This is a remedy, which appears alfo ﬁom
Pliny, to have had the fuffrage, and to have
ftood the teft of antiquity. It has been re-
vived, and adopted by modern furgeons, who

- coptinually cxperience the inefficacy of the
medicines, recommended in fcrophulous com-

in which perfe& and’ abfolute reft of thr limb is neceffary,
and every attempt to move it injurious, from thofe which de-
rive advantage from motion. Ibelieve the latter are of much
lefs frequent occurrence than is ufually fuppofed, although it
is certain that benefit is fometimes derived from moving the
limb where the caufe of Jamenefs is exterior to the jointj.
but when caries, or a difpofition to caries, is manifefted by
elongation and wafting of the limb, I have always feen thc
difeafc aggravated by every attempt at motion. E.
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plaints; butcertainly, there ‘are not yet on:
record a fufficient number of fuccefsful in-
ftances of its ufefulnefs, to juftify fuch a dea
cided preference of warm fea: bathing, as to
exclude the confiderations, or fuperfede the
ufe, of topical applications.

Dr. Charlton, .in his treatife on the Bath
waters, has given a thort account of this difeafe,
and has publithed a few cafes, with a view of
afcertaining the utility of warm bathing in
this complaint. Thefe cafes are much in
favour of warm bathing, for which he is an |

“advocate; and his account of the fymptorﬁs of
the difeafe is fo evidently copied from naturé,
that it would be an injuftice not to tranfcribe
the whole.

Without giving much credit to the mineral
'impregnatiou of the Bath waters, as materially
ufeful in this complaint, I had conceived that
the benefit, which Dr. Charlton’s pati¢nts re-
ceived, might have been juft as wcll derived,
merely from an immerfion in common warm

- water. Accordingly I recommended warm

bathing in common water, in feveral cafes of

.8
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the early flage of the difeafe of the hip joint,
and generally found that my patients were
relieved from fome of the moft painful fympe
toms, though the relief was not permanent,
Neverthelefs, 1 {till am of opinion; that the
warm bath ought not to be altogethet re«
jedted, as it does not much interfere with the
wie of topical remedies; more efpecially, that
of bleeding by leeches* ; and it might at alt
times be adopted with confiderable-advantage,
previous to the application of blifters, or of
the cauftic. _ .

Dr. Charlten, after: reciting two cafes-of
the difeafe in the hip joint, cured in the

* It has been remarked, by Dr. Albersof Bremen, ina very
ufeful effay on this difeafe, that Mr. Ford has rather too
ftrongly infifted on the ufe of lecches in its firft flage. The
opinion of Dr. Albers maft neceflurily have great weight,
when we confider the attentior e hus paid, and the verg ox
tenfive opportunity he has.of informing. him{lf on the. fub-
Je&; for hie obferves, tHe diféafé is fo.common in Bremeri,
that one perfon in fifty is:lame in comfequence of it. I ment -
tioned'tb.iﬁ to Mr. Ford, and he faid the application of leeches
was very ufeful, and even, fometimes, indifpenfable, when
the pain and tendernefs of thi joint were violent ; but'that ke
did not now ufe them fo frequently, or frecly,.as formerly ;

for-he found that- perféét reft, with occafional blifters, vwas
eften.adequate to the removal of thefa fymptoms, K, '
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“I have feen feveral inftances, ‘where the
“ obtufe procefs of -the os innominatum . has-
“ been an inch and a half lower than. its
‘¢ natural fituation.” o L

«¢ ‘This diforder is fometimes brought onby .
¢ colds; which have been: caught by fitting-
“ on the damp ground.  Semetimes it is the
‘ confequence of  external injuries, as falls,
¢ lcépfng down from high places, &c and
% very often no aflignable reafon can be given:
¢ forit. It happens indifferently to perfons-
¢¢.of all ages and conftitutions. I could never-
¢ difcover, after the moft careful inquiry, that-
¢ thofe of {crophulous habits, were ‘more.
“¢ liable to its attacks than others, who had
¢ ever bccn free from glandular obftruc-
¢ tions.’ N

s Its approachcs are generally made by~
“ ﬂdw and almoft imperceptible degrees. A-
““ kind of wearinefs and inaptitude;to motion
‘““is at firft perceived in .the: limb;. which,
¢ in children, has frequently been taken for:
¢ fome tritk they had got in walking, till:
“ the fubfequent pains have, at length, given
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¢¢ but too convincing a proof to the contrary,
‘¢ "The miferable patient often long languithes
“ under this cruel difeafe. His pain grows
¢ more continual and more vxolcnt Inflam-
¢ mation arifes, matter is formcd -a he&ic
¢ fucceeds, and he dies tabid. Or, if the ab-
¢ fcefs breaks, or is opened, the flux of
« niattger is ufually more than his firength
“ can fupport, and he finks under the dif-
"¢ charge.” .
_ < Dr. Oliver juftly remarks, that, when -
t the cafe is recent, and the patient young,
“ our waters frequently effe&t a cure. To
* which I muft add, that when the difeafe
“ has been of long ftanding, they feldom do
“ much-fervice, and if the parts are much in-
¢ flamed, but particularly if matter is formed,
% the ufe of them is highly injurious.”
¢¢ Qur ufual method of treating fuch cafes
¢ is as follows: we do every thing we can to
*¢ prevent inflammation, or, if it exift, to re<
“ move it. . We depend more on the exter-
¢ nal, than on the internal ufe of the waters.
¢ And fuch patients are ufually reftrained
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“ from drinking them, till the difeafe begins
‘ to give way ; and ever then they are pre-
¢ {cribed in fmall quantity, and are fome-
% times foftened with milk, or cooled with
¢¢ fpirit of nitre, We frequently purge fuch
‘¢ patients, and with advantage. Some of
¢ them requiré, and are benefitted by mercu-,
¢ rial phyfic. . Bleeding is not omitted, cup;
. ¢ ping of the part is exceedingly ferviceable,
¢ and emetics are often very ufeful. All thefe
¢ feveral evacuations are repeated duringa
‘¢ courfe of bathing, as circumftances des ‘
“mand.” : |

¢ When- the patient bears: bathing well,
¢¢ that is, if his pain is not increafed by it, and
¢ more particularly if it abates his pain, we
¢ reafonably entertain hopes of his recd&ery.
~ ¢ But bathing, though it thould confiderably
“ leflen the fymptoms of the difeafe, yetit
s is-not always able to perfe& its cure. In
“*'this cafe, we have recourfe to the puinp;. _
+¢ and the fuccefs anfwers our withes. This
s< application, however; muft be made with
#¢ great caution; and thould immediately be
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¢ defifted from, if the pain is encreafed by
¢ it. Under the circumftances of the patient’s
“ bcmg relieved, though not cured by bathing,
““ and, yet unable to bear the pump, I have
‘ known -him receive the greateft advan-
¢ tages from emetices, and the application of
“lime cataplafms, fomctimcs of blifters, to
“ the difeafed parts,”

_ . When bathing  makes fuch patxents fe-
s venih and increafes their pains, no benefit
“is to be expe@ed from it ; particularly if
“ after carefully repeated trials, thefe effets
‘¢ are conftantly obférved. And if theyare:
“ fent tous in the laft flages of the difeafe,
“ when matter is formed in the part, which
‘ too frequently happens, we are obliged to
“ return them to their homes, as foon as
¢¢ poffible.” :
Topical bleedings, blifters, ﬁ:tohs, and lﬂ'ues
come next under confideration, as means
which have a general tendency to retard the
progrefs ‘and countera& the operation, of a
ftrumous affetiop of the hip j joint, in'its early -
fate. E
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Bl'eeding with leeches has long been found,
by experience, a remedy of great efficacy'in
checking inflammations of external parts, and
confequently, is well calculated to prevent
the formation of an dbfcefs. It has in modern
prafice been ufed with great freedom, and
attended with fome faccefs, in tumours of a
fcirrhous tendency and likewife in dcep-feated
firumous diforders. Doubtlefs; whatever has
a well:known and powerful influence, in re-
tarding external inflammations, may naturally
be fuppofed, not to be altogether inert, when
applied to thofe parts, Whlch are lefs fnper-
ficial. '

It is known, however, that in this, and
mahy othier ferophulous difeafes, the inftam-

“matory diathefis is indolent during its firft
attack, and is not difcoverable by the ufual
fymptoms of acute pain, and fever. Omthe
contrary, the patient frequently appears to be
ina low encrvatcd ftate, with a quick finall
pulfe, and 2 varicty of fymptonis indicating
the propriety of adopting a tonic rather than
an autnphlocrd’ac plan. ‘
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It happens alfo, not' unfrequently, that fura
gical affiftance is not folicited on’ its earlieft:
neceffity ; the difeafe being apt in the firft
inflance to' be' miftaken for 'rheumatifin,
or {éjatica- in' adulth, ahd- equally liablé, at-
that éarly period, to beé imputed in younger-
fubje@s, to indolence, to worms in the intef-
tines, or to accidental coutuﬁons of the muf~
cudar parts.

- Fyém gruch experience of thé good. cffes
of repeated applications of leeches in ftrumons
dficEtions of thie knee, and of other joints, F
conceive that fuch a mode of bleedipg would
be very ufeful in the beginning of the-difeafe
of the hip joint. Ieven think it might be ufed,
and with great advantage, in ¢ more advasced -
flate of - thee difgrder; previous to, or in coh=
junétion with, othet applications, when the
great: and principal- ob_;c& is, to prevent ar
‘external fuppuration, ¥

:But’ ‘althodgh! bleeding by’ leeches, or by
. foasifications;  nidy often be very ufeful and
alwaye Gfls, yot it ¢in-hatdly be thought capa-
ble of effé@itig-univerfally, a complete-aktéra-
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tion for the better, in a bone which is already
carious, or has at leaft a manifeft ftrong ten-:
dency to become fo.

The topical application of blifters is recom-
mended, from general and fuccefsful prattice,
in difeafes nearly allied to this of the hip joint.
Inflammations in the cavity of the abdomen,
and of the thorax, arifing cither from fudden
caufes or from ftrumous affeGions .of the
vifcera, are known t6 be relieved by . blifters
applied over the difeafed parts, Their appli-
cation is undoubtedly ferviceable, on the firft
appearances of morbid.difpofition.in the bones,
whether it arifes from ftrurhous taint, or acci~
. dental injuries. RERNE

Caries, or a(hquﬁnon to caries mamfcﬁcd by
a thickened periofteum, and apparent enlarge-
ment of the bone, in the clavicle, ulna, radius,
tibia, or any of the bones, which lie ncar_t_hc.
furface of the body; in the johlt'-gf- the wrift,
that of the elbow, and even the knge; isgene-
rally relieved, and often’ ppl;ed;by: the repeated
applications of blifters to the affe€ted parts.

In enlargement of the jaints. of _thc_ﬁngcm,
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proceeding from-a ftrumous conftitution, and
in that enlargement caufed by external acci~
dents, the beneficial efficacy of blifters, re-
peatedly applied round the affeéted- part, is
inconteftible. Under this application, the en-.
largement obvioufly: fubfides, the crepitation
between the bones, the confequence of abra-
fion of the cartilages, ceafes to be felt, when
the blifter begins to operate, the ufe of the
joint is eEe&mﬂy recovered, and anchyloﬁs
preventcd

De Haen in his treatife ¢ De MOrbo Cox-l
 ario,’ -aﬂirms it, as a certainty, ‘from his
own experience, and that of Boerhaaye, that
many patients have been _relieved in this dif-
eafe, by the repeated applications of blifters ;-
he regrets however, that every prognoftic is
doubtful,‘ the utmoft uncertainty arifing, as
he thinks, from the great variety of caufes,
which may give birth to the difeafe, and from
the diverfity of the parts which wmay be af-
feed, = ’ S

The real nature of the evil, he fays, is
sbolutely unknown, any father than as it.gs
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manifefted by its effe@s. As to the feat of
the difeafe, he confiders it, as exifting in'the
integuments, in the cellular membrane, the
membranous fafcia, the mufcles, the invelu-
erum of the ifchjadic nerve, the periofteum
of the bone, the capfular ligament, the car-
tilages, the bune itfelf, the glandula innomi-
nata, the ligamentua teres, or finally, in all
the above mentioned parts together. _

In this defeription, the caufes and the con~
fequences of the complaint, are perhaps inac-
curately blended together. If the difeafe
originated in the integuments, or in the
fuperficial parts, there is the greateft reafon to
believe * that ‘topical - bleedings, and blifters,
would dccomplith an effetual cure. But to
judge in this cafe from anatomical reafonings,
drawn from difeafes where the effe@s of exter-
nal treatment are more obvious to aur fenfes,
there appear to be many, and great objections
againft. our adopting the opinion of De Haen
on the hip dlfcafé, as perfe@ly juft, and ﬁltls-
faltory.

. There ‘is_an infuperable d;ﬂiculty in’ our
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eonceiving, on the one hand, that the mettar
formed either .in, or near the cellulat merm-
brane, thould force-its way mward throngh
ftrong ligaments and tendon, to defiroy the
joint, inﬂ:cad.of pufhing outward, asis well
knowsn to do invariably, in all other parts,
where firong ligamentous, or bony compages
do not intervene to refift and fruftrate its exters
nal appearance. - Whereas, on the other hand,
there is the greatet facility in explining fatis-
falrorily, the fuppuration.  If this priwciple be
reje&ed, thofe important fymptoms of this difs
cafe muft ftill remain unexplined, or inex-
plicable. But it may be recolletted here, that
this affumed principle has been confidered.as
a fat, apparently well founded, and afcertained
by intuition in the cafe before related. . . -

The application of blifters to the hip is, no
doubt, very ferviceable in the carlier fiages of
its difeafe ; it has even been known to- pro-
duce cures, and will generally, in that ftate.
of the complaint, fufpend a difpofition to
caries in the bone.. Neverthelefs it is ftill a
point of great doubtfulnefs, whether this ap-
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plication alone may be fecurely relied upory
for fuch an effe@ual cure of the difeafe, as will
to a certainty prevent its.return.

~The propriety, and efficacy of fuch an ap-
plication in cafes of difeafed bones, which lie
near the furface of the body,. cannot be con-
.troverted ; but it muft be confefled at the fame
time, that an application of this nature, may
.not be equally beneficial, when the difeafed
bone, or the morbid affeion 1s more remote
from the.furface, and confequently, not ‘fo
immediately fubjected to the action and power
of blifters. S :

- It may be alledged indeed, that the ampli-
tude of the furface irritated, and the copioufnefs
of the difcharge proceeding from an extenfive
fore, may well be fuppofed to compenfate in
fome meafure for the diftance of the blifter
from the affeted part. After allowing to this
argument its full force, and admitting, that
even in many unpromifing cafes, bliftering
may :be very .beneficial, efpecially when fa-
voured by the conftitution and habits of the

patients ; ftill it is conceived, that this ap-
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plication: cannot :be' confidered. &s: fully ade-
quate’ to: the:.entire. 'renim,vzl -of. fuch deep-
feated ‘difeafes as lamienefs; from!caries of the
cotyloid cavity of the hip joint, or incur-
vation of the fpine, from caries of the ver-
tebré. s - o

Various ftimulating plaifters and cataplafms
have been recommended by many medical
writers, for the relief of this complaint, and
the: praQice is -evidently founded on the fame
rational principlcs as the application of blifters,
with fimilar. intentions. For my own patt,
I have not -had much perfonal experience of
their. efficacy, nor do I know that they have
lately been much employed in this country, in
the treatmnt of this difeafe. They are how-
ever recommended on good authorities, and
merit more extenfive trial. .-

De Haen very candidly rclates the cafe of
a patient labouring under the hip difeafe,
whom he acknowledges to have teafed withd
repetition of blifters. The patient left him
by no means cured, but was afterwards re-
lieved by an old woman, who applied a plaifter
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over the whele thigh. It was a compefition
of guna maftich, powdered and formed with
redtified fpirit of wine into the. cenfifterice of
a2 plaifter. Availing. hjmfelf -of -this -hint,
De Haen afterwards ufed, in feveral infances
of this difeafe, a compofition of quxck dime,
mixed with honey.. - . - : 7

AEtius, Paulus Egmcta, and Shenckius,
recommend ftimulating plaifters for the fame
purpafe. Certainly it is not unreafonable to
fuppofe, that a permanent irritation kept over
the difeafed parts may often be more effica-
cious than a blifter, the irritation of which is
only temporary, with a purulent dlfcharge
very variable.

- Of all the known applications of this nature,
the moft powerful feems to be the following
plaifter, recommended by Dr. Swediar, Lond.
‘Med. ‘Journ. Vol. 1. p. 198,

R Gumm. Ammoniac. 3j.
Arsti. facillitic. q. f. ut fiat Emplaftrum.
' _ Quo pars affeta tegatur,
1 have found this plaifter, which by fprinkling

" it with powdered fquills, is eafily rendered
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more irritating than ig here prefcribed, ufeful,
as atopical remedy, in fome fcrophuleus affec-
tions; bit inthe hip difeafe, it has not hither-
to anfwered my expeftations.

A pra&ice -has beon lately revived, and is
at prefent very generally purfued, for the relief
of the comphint under confideration, which
confifts chiefly in making a large iffue, by
caufltic, near- the part affefted. It is adopted
on the recommendation, and warranted by the
experience, of very celebrated medical writers,
and has in its favour the frequent good effe@s
which iffues‘made in this manner are known
to produce in- difeafes fimilar to this of the
hip joint. -

The p;'incipal objet in the earlieft ftages of
this complaint is, to remedy a caries, or to
ftop that difpofition to caries, which, if not
checked dui’ing its advancement, has a necef
fary tendcncy-to ’deﬁroy not only the joint,
and the limb, but likewife the lifeof the patient.

Even in the fubfequent period of this dif-
eafe, when the caries fo vifibly manifefts its

- exiftence, that there can be no farther doubt
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about its having taken place, when the thigh "
bone is fhortened, and the moft unfavourable

Mymptoms fhew, that the affected parts are
haftening rapidly to complete deftruction, it is
of the utmo& confequence to the patient, to
adopt a practice, which is likely to favour the
quiet formation of anchylofis, and prevent the
difturbance and obftruction, to which that
procefs would unavoidably be expofed by
an external fuppuration.

_That thefe ends may be anfwered and the
happxcﬁ effet in this way produced, by means
of an artificial drain, or an irritation excited
near the difeafed bone, is obvious from the
general a@ion of blifters on bones in a mor-
bid flate, and may be farther credited from
the numerous obfervahons, which ‘may be
cblIe&cd from the wrmnoa of thc .moft able
‘ pra&mncrs, fince the txme of. prpocrates, to
that of Mr. Pott, who fcems to have afcer-
tained it beyond the poﬁibxhty of doubt in
his’ treatlfc on the mcurvanon of the fpmc‘

from caries.

~ Inquillics after remedies, from the writers |
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.of antiquity; are not generally rewarded with
many valuable acquifitions. The defcriptions:
which 4they give of difeafes, are acknowledged
to be for the. moft part faithful and accurate,’
but there is not always equal good reafon to
praife the felicity of their methods of cure ;'
nor can the moderns boaft with truth of
being fo- happy as to have furpaffed them
very far in curing this difeafe of the hip joint. -

In the modern treatment, the moft rational,’
and beneficial plans, ‘dre.derived from the
ancients, and-are principally to be afcribed to
their fkill, and ingenuity.- The" prattice of
fea bathing, both .warn) and cold, of topical
bleeding, of ftimulating the furface by blifters.
or other irritating applications, and of making
topical iffses by- cauftic, bear honourable tef-
timony to the acturate and clinical obferya-.
tions of the great fathers of phyfic, and fur-
gery, of whom it is difficult, if not impofiible
to think, without an immediate recolletion
of Hippocratés, from whofe wonderful pene-.
tration and fagacity hardly any thing, which
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affeéts thie health of man, fecms to. hzv&enu-
tirely efcaped. .

To the vaft ftores of. m:edacal knowledge
which he poffeflfed, his comprehenfive mind.
appeals to have been in the habttual exdrcife’
of adding, from every giteumdtance of a pa-
tholoice) mature; which came under his ex~
tenfivie;. and-acute obfervation. - It wouldibe'
vaii fo alledge, that he has not been forpaffed:
i anatortiicel .Knowledge; but all his: wii-
tings, and efpecidlly his aphorisms, * quos
“ jam fenex et cogitior compofuit,” afford
througheut the moft ftriking evidences of. 4
fupetior and accurate knowledge of the vari-
ous difeafes, to which tlie' human frame i
Hable. - ‘ i
At the: conclufion of the ﬁxth ﬁ&lba oF
thiat admirable work, there are two aphorifs
relative to the hip difeafe, which aré worthy'
- of 2 more.full and critical 'ao‘écm'ﬁt', “than tay
be given in-a work' of this nature, ot properly
inferted as notes below ;. I nmiuft therefore ré=
fer'to an appendex on. this fubje&, contain-
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ing'afew: remarks With which T-wés favonred'
by a literary frigndinie ] o5 o w0 iyt

Fo:-explain and juftify the variation from’
the firft edition in%his and fome following’
pages, it is neceffary the ‘reader thould be ac-
quainted with the oitcimhfances that- have:
oocafioned thes. '"Fiie' Editor is therefore’
dbliged to ke cokifidersble addition fers,’
a he is perfuaded the authof muft ahd would:
Have- doné h-ad he hvcd to° republdh his
work. - :

About two years agb, Mr, Bi'y:in (‘fertHerf
Member ' of: the' Réyal College of ‘Surgesits
i ‘Rondon, and Stirgéon ¥ Bridewell 'and’
Bethlem Hofpitals, publifhed a . bookott'
“ "Fhe Diftafe of thie: Joints, &c: comuionly
called White 'Swélling &6.” “Th page 287,
he refers’ te ‘this work, and fpcaks of it Toi'the.
following very refpe@ful matner. -

“-Qn the hipaffe@tion I have gréat fitisfuc<-
“ tiom in refering the reader“to-the ext¢tllent’
' obfervations- of Nir. Forp; which witl' fir-
“ nith thé-requiﬁtc' pra&'iéal ihformation o’ .
“ this very important-fubject: * By-thus p'oixfxt-: .
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% ﬁ:g out-a fource of more copious inftruc-
“ tion, I conceive that Iapolegize fufficiently.
¢¢ for the {mall number and defultory nature
¢ of my own obfervations.”

This author farthcr indulges his ﬁxlsfa&lon, '
and enhances his compliments to Mri- Ford, .
by taking a plate or two from his beok, for
the benefit and embellithment .of his own's
giving thtis, though tacitly, .an -unfufpiciaus.
teftimony that he held this work in high-
_ eftimation. Notwithftanding this, doubtlefs,
he was ftill at liberty to cenfurg, as well as to
commend and had an quucﬁnonable right
to remark with freedom and candour op w,hat
he thought reprehenfible init, .+«

But furely it appears to be an ungraclous
return for an obhgation, apd rather bordering
on umhmikﬁﬂncfs_for the great; fatisfaGtion;
it had afforded him, to. animadvert with un~
becoming warmth, and a degrpe of; afperity
that the occafion did .npt. call fos,. on. the
tranflations of the- two -ap_hgrifms given,in:
this place of the former edition, and on- the-
remarks in fupport of them, in its appendixy .-

-
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Certainly the animadverfions might have
been made more pleafant, without making
them lefs forcible; and as they might have
been foftened without injury, they might too
have been fhortened with advantage to his
'argumcht; no good end whatever could have
been fruftrated, either by [;ropcr politure, or
judicious curtailment ; and while Mr. Crow-
ther ftudied to write fortiter in re, he needed
not to have deviated from the good old rule
of writing fuaviter in modo.

The reader, after getting through thirteen
pages of thefe animadverfions will moft pro- '
bably join with Mr. Crowther in the propri-
ety of the following obfervation. ¢ It may
“ be objetted, that more has been faid with
% refpe& to thefe aphorifms, than in a pra&i-
“ cal fenfe, they may feem to deferve,” Ne-
verthelefs, though he had declared, three
pages before, ¢ that it was really painful tq his
“ feelings to advert again to thefe aphorifms,”
he adds, after all, ‘a note of full four pages

F
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- more, of much clofer printing, and in much
fmaller type, on this pain-giving fubject.
Mr. Ford, to haften the republication that
has eventually devolved upon me, prevailed
on the friend abovementioned to take thefe
animadverfions into his confideration, and
very foon after he received from him the re-
fult of his examination. In this MS, dated
March 11, 1308, with a view of fhortening
A~diﬁgreea‘ble difputations, he ftates very parti-
cularly what he withes to be, either altered in
the text, or added in the appendix of this fe-
<ond edition. o
Here he withes it to be noticed, that, in
‘what fenfe foever they have been interpreted,
the aphori{fms mentioned i this place clearly
anfwer the purpofe of Mr. Ford’s reference to
them, and effeCually juftify the fairnefs of his
inference from them. They eftablifh, be-
yond denial or difpute, the doétrine of this
‘book on the venerable authority of the Father
of Medicine, and prove, what they are quoted
to prove, that the mode of remedying the dif-
cafe this book treats of, approved and recoms-



[ 6]
mended by MrFord, was adopted and prace
tifed by Hippocrates.

It does not affe@t the prapriety of the refer-
ence here to these aphorifms, or the juftnefs
of the .in_fcrence deduced from them ; whe-
ther the word “e€isaa be tranflated ezxfiat, or
excidit, *¢ ftands out”, or ¢ falls out”; or
whether the words euzimre: wanw be interpreted
incidit retro, * falls in behind,” or incidit
iterum ¢ falls in again’;” nor whether pvka
be tranflated * matter or mucufes,” pus or
mucus.
~ Solong as the laft word of the laft apho-
rifm, remains unqueftioned and imqueﬁion-
able, o long as xavfwow ¢ cauterized” cannet
be got rid of, as fpuripus, or an interpola-
tion, it cannot poflibly be denied, that the
celebrated phyfician, who reckoned himfelf
the feventeenth in a lineal defcent from Afcu-
lapius, and who lived about 400 years before
the Chriftian zra, under the name of Hippo-
crates, was perfe@ly ¢ fenfible of the great
s ufe of iffues made by cauftic, towards ef«
¢ fefting the cure of the difeafed hip joint
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¢ and treated this complaint in a mode fim- °
¢¢ lar to what is now practifed.”

The editor, who now fees he fhall have but
little, if any farther occafion, to deviate from
the text of the firft edition, excepting i
the appendix to it, hall give here a faithful
tranflation only in plain Englith, of the two
aphorifms properly referred to in this place.
It conveys, indeed, with but little difference,
the very fame meaning as the former inter-
pretation ; but it is exprefled in a fimpler and.
thorter way, and the refult of reconfideration;,
moft evidently ‘with a fincere defire of rens
dering’it 1efs liable to'the diflike of Mr. Crow-
_ ther, and more acceptable to his learned friend.
" With the copper-plates, and all the notes
pfepéred for a new edition, the tranflator’s
MS was very obligingly prefented to me by
my uncle’s reli®.  Mr. Ford had made noal-
teration in if, lbng as it had been in his pof-
feffion, although, for all his modefty, he was
far from being unfkilled in the original text.:

" Even with refpe@ to the more loofe and
‘liberal tranflations, of which Mr. Crowthr
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*fays; (horefco referens) <¢-that in his mind,
* they implied a charge of profeflional igno-
“¢¢ rance, want of fenfe, and incapacity of pré;
¢ di&tion againft Hippocrates,”* Mr.. Ford
affirms, that they ftated that venerable phy-
fician’s do&rine in a wéy vcry ¢ clear, and
< comprehcnﬁble to thofe who are converfant
“ with the difeafe, by the appearances . of
“ which, he conceived himfelf authorized to
¢ fay that the mterprctanon was fupported. ”f ,
The tranflations being now made more li~
teral, are rendered lefs exceptionable; moft.of
the objetions to them are no longer appli-
cable, and they seem, in their more fimple
and concife forms, lefs diffimilar to the ftyle
and manner of Hippocrates.

In confideration of this, and for the reafons
above-mentioned, the editor is perfuaded that
the author in his intended republication, had
determined to adhere ftrictly to the i'écpnﬁ-
tered interpretation of his friend, and to have

® See Mr. Crowther’s book on the Difeale of the Joints,
&c. p. 287, .

t Sece the firft edition of ghis. work, pages 63 ang’ 6‘!
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given it, and the additional arguments in its
fipport, as I fhall do both here and in the ap-
pendix, in the ipfifima verba of his friend.

By the reje&ion of every thing hypothéti-
~¢al, and the fubftitution of plainer words in.
the ftead of technical terms, an interpreta-
tion of ‘the very fame meaning with that in
the preceding edition, feems to be exprefled
with equal clearnefs, and more precifion,
infornuch, that it appears to have left no good
ground for entering into more learned logo-
 machies. ' '

" Hippocratis < Aphorifmi.” Set. V1.

Aph. 59, < In fuch as labour long under
« the hip difeafe, the hip bone ftands out

" < before, there is a falling in behind, in
¢ them matter fupervenes.”

-Aph. 60. < In fuch as labour longer under
¢ difeafe of the hip, the hip bone ftands
¢ out, the limb waftes, and they become
“ cripples if they be not cauterized.”™
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-It is evident, prima facie, that thefe two
aphorifms refer to two different periods of
the hip difeafe, and that the fixtieth is fupple-
mentary to the fifty-ninth, It is almoft
equally fuperfluous to obferve, that although
the former obvioufly bears on the fubje& of
this book, and merits due confideration; it is
. the latter however that is more immediately
pertinent to this particular part of it, where
the author is fpeaking of the ufe and benefit
of iflues made by cauftics.

Need the editor fay, or apolagize for his
faying, that, on mature confideration, the
preceding new verfion of both aphorifms far-
‘ther illuftrated and confirmed as it is in the
fequel, appears to him, as it did to Mr. Ford,
" more eligible and fatisfattory than any of the
imterpretations whether in Latin or in Englifh,
which, however various, are not eflentially
different from each other. They fhall be
given, as before, faithfully, with the addition
of one or two more, in the appendix, and
fubmitted fairly to the judgment, and freely
to the choice of the reader.
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-Should the verfion adopted here, be reje&ed
merely for its novelty, or be ftill thought too
general, or too concife, or not fufficiently.
warranted, as the true meaaing of the ori-
ginals, to ufe the modeft language of the
author, ¢ 1 fhall not preténd to-defend it by
affluming an air of critical fkill in Greek
literature, but refer the reader to the remarks
in the apendix, and the additional reafons there
 affigned by the tranflator, both for his going
fo far, and for his not going any farther from
the verfion given in the foregoing edition.

‘The editor has now done, what he knows
. would have been done by the author, had he

. lived to {fee his intended new edition througﬁ
the prefs; and, has, as briefly as poflible,
communicated the information judged requi-
fite to explain, and juftify the varlatxegs,
from the firft pubhcatmn of this work.

The' reader will therefore be pleafed to
obferve, that he is now entering again into
the fequel of Mr. Ford’s argument, who,
~ after a proper reference to thefe aphorifins of
Hippocrates and a. juft inference from them,
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proceeds next to confider the pradice of his
commentator, with refpe&t to iffues made by
cauftics. - _, :
- Galen, in his commentary on thefe apho-
rifms, maintains the meaning of Hippocrates -
to be, that an external wound fhould be made
by caﬁtery to prevent the fubfequent evils of
the malady. There are befides, two other
paflages, in the writings of Hippocrates,
which, if taken in conjunétion with the pre-
ceding aphorifms, feem to imply that-a cau- .
tery, in his opinion, ought to be ufed early
in the difeafe of the hip joint, to prevent fup-
puration. The fame paffages fuggeﬁ: a very
probable conjeéture, that Hippocrates, in his
own mind, afcribed a want of fuccefs in the
cafes of Hecafon and Cyrenius, two patients
afflited with the hip difeafe, to the omiffion

of the cautery, in an early peried of the-dif-
temper®.

* Hippocratis lib. .Epidem.- V. pag. 341, Edir.
Charterii,

Ejufdem lib. De internis Affectionibus, tom. 7, pag. 677,
Edit. Charterii, ' o
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Celfus prefcribes the ufe of the cautery, in
the treatment of the hip difeafe, and direts
the mode of performing the operation. He
orders the hip joint to be cauterized in three
or four places, and advifes the ulcers not to
be healed up, but fo be kept open, until the
complaint is removed.*

Paulus Agineta likewifef, and Atius}
recommend the cautery, in this complaint, as
do alfo various authors of more modern date.
Profper Alpinus,§ and Ambrofe Parey, || ought
to be particularly mentioned as advocates for
this prattice, and Schenckius®] tells of a phy-
fician, who acquired reputation from curing
it by cauftic, but he does not mention his
inode of applying it, and fays only, that the
wound fhould be kept open for fix months.

In fiill more modern pratice, we find the
illuftrious Boerhaave, and De Haen, prefcrib-

¥ Celfi Opera. lib. IV. cap. 22.
+ Pauli Eginetz Opera, lib. VI. cap. 6.
t i Bafil. Edit. p. 640.
§ P. Alpinus, De Medicina ZEgyptiorum, lib. ITI. cap. 12.
il Amb. Par:y. lib. XVII cap. 23.
& Schenckii Obfervat. lib, V. pag. 673.
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ing topical iffues for the hip difeafe. The
former with great confidence recommends
this mode of tréatmcnt, as will appear from
the following quotation: ¢ Sumatur caute-
* rium valde ignitum, cum annulo, a quo an-
* nulo profunditas inuftionis determinatur, et
“ hoc applicatur coxendici hac ratione omnes
“ hi gri curantur, et puto, quod fi hzc
“ methodus femper in hoc cafu effet adhibita,
¢ ex centum hominibus, qui nunc claudicant,
¢ pon unus claudicaret*.” Praris Medica,

pars V. pag. 380.
®

* Jt is really ¢ fomewhat extraordinary,” that with this
paffage faithfully quoted in Mr. Ford’s work, with which he
was  doubtlefs converfant, before the publication of his own
pamphlet, Dr. Falconer fhould affirm, as he does, pages 48
and 49, that ¢ ncither Boerhaave, nor Van Swieten give
¢ any defcription of it, (the hip cafe) nor fuggeft any reme-
¢ dies or indications of cure worth repeating, and that they
¢ both had confounded this difeafe with rheumatifm and
% {ciaticg, with which it has little or no connexion,” &c.

t:iﬁl the paflage quoted above fhall be proved fpurious, it
" isnoPeafy to conceive, how it can be well faid, that the illus-
trious Bocrhaave had not fuggefted any remedy for the
complaint in queftion, worth repeating. Boerhaave’s com-
mentator too, has given a defcription of a hip difeale
abridged from a long narrative of a curious cafe by La Motte
in his ¢ Traité complet de Chirurgie,” Tome 1V. p. 367,
and seq. which it feems very difficult to believe that Van
Swicten could confound with rheumatifm, or fciatica, with

-
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Chefton, in his pathological inquiries, men-~
tions cauftics with approbation, and recom-
mends their ufe, for the white {wellmg in
'the knee, a difeafe fimilar to this of the hip
joint. - -
erkland lxkewxfc, relates an inftance of a.
complete cure of a difeafe of the knee joint,,
under the dire&ion of a farrier, who effe&ted

either of .which it feems to have little or np connex’ion; and-
from which it appears to be clearly diftinguifhed.

Moreover, with refpet to M. de Haen, who, he fays, %as
Icft atreatife of 38 pages, ¢ de Morbo Cozario,” Dr Faleoper. |
even doubts, ¢ if he was properly acquainted with the dif-
¢ eafe as diftin¢t from rheumatifm, fciatica, and the- effe@s of _'_
¢ external violence,” The Dr. indeed acknowledges th#
¢ Van Swieten appears to have borrowed forne mform‘atlon
¢ on the fubje&t from Cotunniug,** bat of what Van ‘Swmen
borrowed from Cotunmus, he makes no more mentxon'tha‘f
he does of what he himelf has borrowed from the preceding
edition of Mr. Ford’s ‘obfervations.

Van Swieten however has given a more accurate defcripe
tion of the hip difeafe, than any of his predeccﬂ'ors, and
fill farther, to fhow that’ he diftinguithed it from' cvery
other complaint with which it might be confounded, it is very
obfervable thathe has, with the niceft difcrimination, felgtted
from the long ftatement that La Motte has given of the ‘cafe,
juft fuch circumftances only; as have an immediate relation to
the difeafe. Rejefting much the greateﬂ: part of the long
narrative of the French author, he' takes particular notice of
the elongated limb, of its fubfequent abbreviation, peculi-
arly chara&eriftical of the hip difeafe, of the formation of
abfcefs, and"of the final cure by anchylofis. E_,

\
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3 by means of a cauftic, whxch penctrated no
deeper than the fkin.

- To recur tothe vctcri‘nary art, it may be
recolle@ted that Bi‘a(’:ken, a well-known writer,
and an attentive obferver of fals,” remarks,
that he had feen inftances of the good effe@s
of cauterifing, in the difeafes of joints of the
human body.-- He particularly takes notice of
a cure of this kind, performed by a travelling
cnipiric, in the mode recommended by the
antients, of laying on cauftics in fo great a
pumber, tl}ai he found ten at one time on the
pﬁtienf ; the application however was ufeful,
and the event finally fuccefsful.

But it is not on the bafis of authorities,
however numerous, that the reputation of a
temedy can be permanently eftablithed ; ex-
perience muft juftify its preference. The
inefficacy of other means has long induced me
to give the cauftic an extenfive trial in dif- -
cafes of joints. The refult of my experi-
‘ments confirms ine in a favourable opinien of
it; and I am well perfuaded, that many fuf-
ferers from.thjs difeafe, have recovered thF
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entire ufe of their limb, by having hada large
iffue on the hip; who would otherwife have
been expofed to the rifk of a tedious illuefs,
almoft inevitably terminating in death, or
anchylofis of the joint.

In the courfe of the prefent obfervations, it
is not intended to ftate particularly the manner,
mn which blifters or iffues operate, but merely
to confider, if they ate, in any way of a&ing,
capable of producing beneficial effeéts. It.has
been fuggefted, that the application of iffuies
to the back, for the difeafe of the.carious

~ fpine, does not in reality coatribute to the

cure, but that it is prqduced evcr_xt,ually bj
nature alone.

It bas likewife :been doubted, whether the
continued purulent drain from the iflue has
any good effe& ; as it is faid, that all the ad-
wvantage, derived from this pradtice, proceeds
from the fimple irritation of the cauftic. If -
obje&ions of this kind are of force againft its
ufe in the carious, incurvated {pine, they. will
be found equally valid, againft ufing this ap-
plication in the difeafe of the hip joint.
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To the firft obje&tion, namely, thatan iffue
well made, and managed with judgment, does
not avail in the cure of the difeafed fpine, it
may be anfwered, that numerous cafes are on
record, which fhew that patients, with incur-
vated {pine from caries, have recovered under
fuch treatment; but this is not altogether
conclufive, as there are undoubtedly inftances
of its failure.

- If the mode of cure is attempted to be ex-
plained, it may be more fatisfattory to fay,
that an external fuppuration, when it takes
~ place in the carious hip joint, or in the carious
incurvated {pine, almoft invariably debilitates
the habit, lengthens out the difeafe, and
thereby prevents the powers of the conftitution
from affe@ing that union in the difeafed parts,
known by the name of anchylofis. Daily
cxpcriexice fhews, that blifters have a power |
of checking the progrefs to fuppuration in parts
affeCted, near the furface of the body, and
that iffues, made by cauftic, havg a fimilar
influence in complaints more deeply feated;
and, if they have that power, they muft



[ 8 1

neceflarily affift in the greateft obje&, requi-
fite to the cure of this ‘difeafe, which is the
prevention of an external wound’s communi-
_ cation with difeafed bone; for few patients
die of this compldint, unlefs they are fubjected
o that unfortunate {ymptom, . :

- It has been faid alfo, that the contmued
dl_fchargc of matter, from an artificial wound,
made near the difeafed part, is not of itfelf
advantageous to the difeafe in queftion, but
that the whole, or the principal benefit, is
derived from the irritation ; nor is this argu-
ment without foundation ; for in the hip
difeafe, the patients often find a remiffion of
their he&ical fymptoms, and of their. local

pains, fo immediately after the application- of .

the cauftic, and fo long before it can pro-
duceany purulent difcharge, thatit is imf;oﬂiblc
to confider the new irritation made by -the
cauﬁié‘ as upimportant, in the cure. But
if ifritatiori be an effential and an ufeful* part
of the furgical treatment, in what more con-
venient form can this procefs be kept up,
than by a large wound made by cauftic, near
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the fenfe; and particularly,: the timorous
patient, whofe nervous fenfibility is quickened
exceedingly, by the continual influence of a
chronic diforder, fhudders at the thoughts of
cauftics and cauteries. Perhaps one of the
beft, and moft efficacious remedies, which in
many cafes, furgery adminifters to the unfor-
tunate, was early exploded, from the terror
which the mode of performing the operation,
-and the tremendous inftruments, and appa;-,
ratus for the occafion, tended to create.

- The praltice of the Greek furgeons in
ufing the alual cautery, and of the Tndians

- _in ufing the moxa, for chronic affe&ions” éf

the joints, and vicera, has been fo long
difufed in this country, that the prefent
mode of applying cauftics, in the.very famve,
or fimilar cafes, wears fuch an appearance’ of
abfolute novelty, as to pafs for an entire
modern invention, inftead of being confidered
as only a variation of old notions, and méere
improvement of ancient prattice. :
If it be certain that the practice here
fpoken of, was ever attended with any. ad-.
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vantage, and merits continuance for the good
it produces—if the prefent mode of laying
on a cauftic over a ftrumous difcafe of the
bones, or other parts, is ftill to be confidered
as beneficial, it is fit it thould be known, that
- it may be purfued in a mode, more fimple,
more effectual, and expeditious; lefs painful,
and lefs liable to exite apprehenfion of pain,
by means of the feptic ftone.

. If this preparation be merely pencilled or
rubbed on the part, where the Hlue is to be
made, it will at all times effe® as much
as' could be done by the attual cautery, by
the moxa, or by laying on the cauftic pafte,
and {uffering it to remain on the part for
feveral hours. This operation gives little,
~if any terror to the patient, and never pro-
duces that intenfity, or’ continuance of pain;
which .ufually accompanies the application
of a cauftic in the common manner, and it
will always, under judicious management,
accomplifh, with advantage and certainty,
“every objeQ which is to be effe@ted by
cauftic. - '
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The fenfibility of pain is certainly not the
fame in all fubje&s; for many perfons bear.
the application of cauftics with *much lefs
uneafinefs than others ; but, in general, the
operation of rubbing the cauftic ftone on the
i.nicgumcnts is fo little painful, where they
are, not inflamed, that the patients often
‘doubt of its capability of producing an efchar.
If the fkin be firained, during this mode of -
applying the cauftic ftone, the efchar is
fooner produced, but at the fame time, more
pain is created. If it be intended that the
efchar fhould penerate deep into the cellular
membrane, the frition thould be continued,
till the integuments give way under its
aétion ; but, in general, for the purpofe of
* making an iffue, it is fufficient to rub the
feptic ftone, or lapis infernalis, as it is called,
on the part intended to be affe@ed, until the
dkin begins to change from its natural
colour, to a brownifh hue, which appearance
it firft exhibits, where the roots of the hair
_proceed from the caticle,. . -

In this method of making an iffue, asin
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iffue made by cauftic ; nor has the difcharge
been equally copious. Whillt I was jn-the:
habit of employing it, the fuppurative:ftate of
the hip joint came on more rapidly, and mare
certainly, than in thofe cafes, wherein I ufed
the cauftic. It is needlefs to infift on the
neceflity of a large opening, to fufpend, or te
remove the fuppurative progrefs ;. a. small
iffue, with two or three peas,” gives juft as
much trouble as a larger- one. - ;0116',,of',,;hé
moft rapid .progrefles - towards recovery,
which I ever faw in the difeafed fpine, was
in a cafe, where the cauftic was. carelefsly
applied, and fuﬂ’ered to, extend into &~ lahge
fore, which penetrated fo very: deep, as almoft
to denude the vertebree. :'I' generally make
the iffue of an oval form, .one inch in lcng’th\,
and rather more than half an inch in.breadth,
. Notwithftanding what is faid abéve ofthemeﬁicacy ofa
{eton in the remaval of this difeafe, as I, happen ‘to know.it
with perfeft certainty, I conceive it right to ftate here, that
the author very foon after the poblication of the firft edition,
thought much more favourably of. its ufefulnefs and in tbe
courfe of the laft ten or twelve years. of lus praéhce, was ‘in
- the habit. of employmg fetom mftead of x‘l’ues made by caulhc.

By repeated and re-repeated cxpenence he, ifeovered c,onﬁ-
. dmble advantages in the employment of it, effecially when
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which will be capable of containing about

twelve, or fourteen peas.’

the patients were kept in a flate of quietude, If accompanied
with perfé& reft, he found the feton was even capable of pro-
ducing all the benefit which is derived from the drain eftab-
lithed by cauttic.

He had recourfe to the feton the rather, and the oftner, as

with refpe&t to the remedy preferably recommended in the
" text, he experienced frequently confiderable difficulty in the
management of the iffue, when the patient was removed from
the immediate care of the furgeon, into the country, or to the
fea fide; fometimes the iffue was fuffered to heal.up, and at

other times it was fo diminifhed in fize as to become almoft
ufelefs, E. :
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SECT. 1L
Of Abfeeffes in General.

IN the foregoing fetions, the early ftage of
the difeafe of the hip joint, has been princi=-
'pallv attended to; a local caries has been
confidered, as a@ually exifting in a ftate of
advancement, or a ‘difpofition to ferophulous.
caries, is prefumed to have already taken
place. But this real caries, or difpofition to
it, has hitherto been fuppofed to be prevalent
only in a curable degree, and by no means o
predominant, as to have totally deftroyed, or
even irreparably injured, the cartilage of the
head of the thigh bone, or that of the coty-
loid cavity.

It has been uniformly admitted, that the
complaint is capable of being remedied, fo as
to i)tefcrve the motion of the joint. But
when this difease has remained for fome time,
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a new train of fymptoms fucceed, very diffe-
rent from the former, and thefe are allowed in -
the concurring opinions of all writers on the

fubje&k, and are kinown from the experience

of every furgical pralitioner, to end in an-

chylofis of the joint, -or.in death. Previous

however to its termination, the diforder

ufually appears, in the form of an abfcefs, or

collection of fluid, furrounding the hip joint,

and projecting ufually on the outfide of the

thigh, below the great trochanter. )

- This abfcefs does not:advantageoufly admit

of the treatment, generally adopted for thofe
mare: fuperficial, namely, that of opening it

by incifion, or by cauftic. But as the com-

plaint now prefents itfelf externally, under the

form of an abfcefs, a {ymptom for. which fur-

gical' affiftance is invariably folicited, and as

abfcefles have been generally fubjected to the

knife, or to the cauftic, it may not be impro-

per to ‘confider, whether the indifcriminate

adoption ,of the principle of opening abfcefles,

even in their moft fimple ftate, refts upon the

folid bafis of fcientific furgery.
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mucows membraue, -or.iffuing from the free
difcharge of ammopen. ulcer, is not diffimlary.m
its chemical analyfis, to other fecretions, of
the human body, univerfally allowed to be
Apecifically barmlefs.. TFhe neceffity of enter-
ing minutely into the diftin& properties of
pus, and mucus; as leading to. any great and
obvious advantage ' in: the pra‘&ice of furgery,
s by no means evident 'to my mind. I
queftion: this the rather, as'a fa& moft impor-
tant in pathology is proved by daily experi-
ence; namely, that this fluid, whether
termed pus, or nucus, is capable of being ab- )
forbed into the circulation, without any
inconvenience to the parts,- on- which it has
been depofited ; and of leaving them, when
the abforption has taken’place, in a ftate, fill
proper to refume their local fun&ions. A

But however tru~e‘, or untrue; this opinion
may be, it is certain, that the imagined, and
-very queftionable bad quality of this. fluid,
when confidered as neceffarily conne&ed
with erofion of folid parts, or reprefented, as
the efficient and primary caufe of fuch: ero-
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grefs of an Abfcefs, it muft be noticéd, that
the inflammation or morbid alteration of the
folid parts, is moft commonly a primary ap-
pearance ; and that the formation of matter is’
a fecondary fymptom, fubfequent to the real
dieafe; - ‘This is very apparent when an ab-
fcefs happens to be formed neat’ the furface of
the Body, in parts liable to’ great irritability ;
and it is deducible “from {ymptoms, ‘when
thé ' thflammation, or ‘trlorbid difpofition is
deeper feated, and operates on lefs irritable
. parts. ‘The opening into thefe cavities which
contain matter, has, probably, rio farther tefiv
dency to reftore tb a healthy fate thof® phrts
onn which the matter was dcpoﬁtc.d than
merely by removing the preffure of an extra-
neous fabftance. - The progrefs of *difeafé is
tnqrc eaﬁly checked, when the admiffion - of
external air is prevented; for who has not
feen the fatal conﬁaqucnées of opening ab-
fceffes of joints, and the quick tranfition of a
ftrumous indifpofition of bone, cartilage, or
ligament, from a curable, to an incurable
caries ?
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" "The Gpaiiiiy of dbfikemntitacitens always
,'conf deted, as-an'impottant part of operative
furgery:: In‘Mr. Sharp’s inteodu@ion to his
",i'ﬁiﬂgiéal?:{)pdfaﬁons,‘—‘ ‘i 'Mr. Bromfield’s :and
Mr.¢ Béls, ater tregtifes o’ ﬁl(;gery,. feveral
rules are 14id down oh this fibje@y: and the
methody of opéﬂing thiede tumOurs, by fimple
dticiioh; by~ excifior o 'part "of the- intsgu-
divenits; 1 dnd by catitid; ek amiply. difcufled.
Biit théspra'&iiiondt;e“wi:q:ﬁobghs.:hi's--opinioh
8t this fulijedt; romIanyzof thefe .treatifes,
Withbut-eblervitigsthe ccomplete progrefs df
‘Pfcefles, uncontroled by fargical tredtment,
Wilt Witiirally e Jeditocconfider alt abfcefles, as
‘proper tobe fubjected 16 a furgical operatiom,
Yittle {rotick: beitig taken of those, which. rriay
A9 be teftied the more ‘gentle éxpediont,
' whmgah&”md 1o bréak fportandouly.’s 14

" it thevearliées part ‘of myF‘}ife, 1 was fret
quently # withéls'to the opéning of ibfeeffes
in every part*8f thé body, with ‘a free incifion
s it was ‘theh Eﬂﬂc&;i?and'oﬁen' ‘have feen
large portions 6f theloofe edges of the c_:a'vi'ty,
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remadved fometimé® by the knife, as recom-
~mended -by Mr. Sharp, -but more frequently
‘by the crooked fciffars, an inftrument calqu-
‘Ited to conceal the want of dexterity in the.
.operator, but by no means adapted to the
-parformance of fuch an operatibn with the
-greateft eafe, or all the advantage poffible.
_Painful .as this procefs is at any :rate,
although execntedin theéanoft kilful manner,
it-is particularly repugnant to hemanity; ifdt
be " confidered, -as - mot.. abfolytely : neceflary.
It leads moreover to,a-teeatment. equally un-
natural, for the cavity of she abfcefs is perhaps
Ailled yp with dry ling,-an application.iatend,
ed. by its preffure, to, produce the effect .of
reftraining the hwmmorbagé_ cgufed by ,the
ancifion,; but this mode of treating the wound,
by dilating vafcular, and irritated parts, often
brings on a fymptomatic fever; aad. fome-

- times alfe, that very flux of blood, which the

infestion of lint was meant o preyent. :
A method apparently more gentle, bizs heen

fince adopted. Surgeons: have -gonteated
themfelves with making a fimple, but a large
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incifion into the cavity of the abfcefs, having
found by experience, that it is not neceffary
the loofe edges of the wound fhould be remo-
ved, as they are capable. of being united to the,
fubjacent parts. Jo- this mode of oi)eration
has fucceeded, that of opening of abfceffes by
cauftic, and by feton, recommended as lefs
painful means of difcharging the fluid.

The opening of abfcefes b.y cauftic, is an
expedient ufed frequently, when the patient.
will not, from timidity, admit of a cutting
inftrument ; but the cauftic is a painful fubflj-
tute. Ifthe {kin be inflamed, the additional
pain of the cauftic will be exquifitely fevere,
and it would be far better to bear for a time,
a pain which may be.alleviated by opiates,
than to fuffer the torture of 'cutting., or.of
burning an inflamed furface. When the in-
teguments are not inflamed, the pain of l:b(_:i
abfcefs is bearable, the opening it therefore in
any way, feems to be a praftice founded on
the falfe idea that matter, whether it.be called
pus, or mucus, is fpecifically injurious to
the parts on which it has been depoﬁted.
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It has been faid, that abfceffes, conneéted
with indurated ]yxnphatic glands, thould be
.opened in this manner, the ation of the cauf-
tic being fuppofed to affift in fubduing the
cnléi'gem_ent of the gland.  This method is
very commonly taken in fuch cafes, and
fpeaking from my own experience, I muft
fay that it is formetimes fuccefsful, but it has
generally proved tedious. When the gland
remains indurated, as it frequently does for
a'long time after the application of the cauf-
tic, the furgeon is obliged to have recourfe to
the lapis infernalis, the red precipitate of
Iﬁercury,’ or fome efcharotic application to
fibdue it. But, where this kind of abfcefs
Has been fuffered to burft of itself, and the
general remedies have been ufed in the mean
time for the particular difeaft from whence it
it originated, whether’it has been ftrumous,
or venereal, the indurated gland has been
generally found to diminith in lefs time,
and certainly with lefs pain, and 'much lefs
deformity of fcar. ' -

The opening of abfcefles by feton, is alfo
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for the moft part unneceffary. -I yentute to-
affirm, that the largeft abfcefles have bccm
more fuccefsfully treated by-a fmall -céuntcrig
opening, made in fome depending part.of,
the tumour, without ghe intervention of'the,
feton, than where a communication bas been |
kept open, by an irritating fubftance. lodg,ed_ m
‘the cavity of the abfcefs itfelf. Even this op-
ening and counteropcniﬁv is-moft commonly
unnccciﬁry, a more fimple treatment bcmg
generally fucccfsful The moft difagrecable
circumftance likely to occur in the fpontane-
ous burfting out of matter from an abfcefs, is
a freth accumulation in its cavity : but “this
fecond abfcefs is almoft always inconfiderable,
much lefs troublcfomc than the firft, and ge-
nerally completes the ¢ cure. '
It may alfo be urged, that the indifcrimi-
nate opening of abfceffes is not only objeéti-
onable, becaufe it is often unneceflary, and
always painful; but there. are alfo pofitive
evils attendant on the operation itfelf, againft
which no cautionor fkill in the operator can
be always fecure ; forthe pain, and irritabili-
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ty of the part produced by incifion, will at
tiihés occafion violent inflammation “and
fever i dnd in fome conftitutions, a fpreading
phagedenic uicer has been thc confequence of
this artificial opening. -+

“Yeneral and fcrophulous abfcefles are par-
ﬁ”Cuhrly liable to this calamity. The flighteft
wound of the fkin, even that occafioned by
phlebotomy, by inoculation for the fmall pox,
has been known, under fome circumftances,
to produce the moft fatal effets.

To fuffer matter, contained in abfcefles, to
dif¢harge itlelf fperitaneoufly, feems to be
eonfentaneous to the ufual operation of nature
in curing of difeafes of this kind. It is gene-
rally the moft ealy to the patient, and the
cure is more certamly and fpeedily effeted,
In tHis ndtural way, an unneceflary expofure.
to atr, of parts unaccuftomed to its influence,
is avoided; the contad of extraneous fub-
ftances, frequently” applied to ‘an irritable
and ulcerated furface, is entirely fuperfeded ;
and the whole fubfequent treatracnt of the
‘external aperture is confequently finple;
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and. nat- diable; to the various inconveniences
“ofa large fore, often tedious, in being healed,
ankd alwaye. vexatioud, and difgufiful. .

.. The openingof abfénlles.of the breaft, eix
~ ther . by incifom, :;;a‘hy-..;cwﬁies,-:i&::pmm
univerfally :: given, hup: | Eixperiante | proves,
‘that, by ol opératians, ¢kt procefs of the
difeafe, inafiuch as:vefpets'its. painf\il,fy-mp-‘
foms, is not alteréd for the better, nor is the
final cure:thus more’ fpeedily accomplitheds
On 5tl.fc'~contrary, it is liable to be. retasded
by fuch treatment ; for the artificial irritatiogs
produced on the .kin; ‘is {fometimes the redl
caufe of iridvration, and repeated fuppuration
in ‘thé glind;iand not: feldo&n occaﬁoos other
difagreeable frmptoms.

This manife@t improvement in the managev
ment of ableeflbs, is iow geherally.adopted. by,
fﬁrg'éoﬁé:':in"thiq'particular inftance, and the
propriety of the pratice is confirmed by the
refalt of obfetvations, - naturallj arifing from
the genéral fuccefs; Which the: poer: experie
~ ence’in this difeaft Théy, from their habits
i Bife! are more/fubjeét o it, “than’ the rich,:
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and in genéral refign: it to the operdnon of:
unaffifted nature. - - AN
Venereal abfcefles of the groin may al&xbc
left to the general effe& of ‘mercury on’the
‘ con&itutimigimé thexr‘tal dreatment wilb he:.
rendered - lefs1 epmplicated,rwhen - they-dre;
fuffered to burft fpontancoutly;: without-being
fubjeted to ‘the knife; or cauftic. My, owih
experience, joined to that of furgeons of very:.
extenfive practice land 'obfervation in venereal -
¢omplaints, juftifies te fufficiently in fayingg
that the ule of ‘the knife, and the cauftic, ig_;
all fuch cafes, is Jaid :afide. much: to the advan~
tagdsof the pationts | k -have featcely feen a,
phagedenic ‘wound of the groin. i the coorfg;
of .my own pradice, fiuceI.bave ‘totally a4
voided opening inguinal :abicefles by cauftjc,
or the knife ;. and it feems both; saly, aad elin
gible to-fallow the fame method with refpe;
to ablceffes in general. Mammary, and
inguinal abfcefles are very. frequent inﬁanéqsz _
of :this. complaint; and: certainly, a fimple.
mode of -managing-them with- great fuccefs,
may: well be-confidered; 2. eftablithing no bad,
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direction for the treatment of : abfceﬁ'cs,, ig
gther parts ofthebody RIS SRR

At As:not .herc, however, my mtcntlon,j;o hay.
@own general rules conccrmng the opening of
abfccﬂ'cs Whathas. he advanced on the fub-
jeity. feemed to me negefFacy;to illufirate the
treatment I would recommend in the abfeefy -
of the bip joint, by pojuting out tho jnutility
of -opgning abfcefles in general by the knife,
or. by, cauftic, for the ppl;ppfc of dxfchargmg
fluid, fuppoﬁed to be injurious ta the ammgl
ceconomy. Notw1thﬁandmg what has becn )

d? I w.u(h not to be. undcrﬁood as if I meant.

to contend, that no abfceffes are to be opcned
Opened, ,undoubtedly. thcy muﬁ be in very
many cafcs and this, as wcll as other opera~
txong pf furgcry, muft and wxll contmuc to bc
pcrforaged tnll an paﬁer mcthod be dnfcovereg :
of ,removmg many of thoﬁ: diféafés, whxch
are thcpbje&s of olir art.. . '
A’ gql})c&:on, of, ﬂmd whether pus, mucus,"
blogd, . yvatcr, or. evcn air, c_:ontxguous t
a:iqire{ﬁng upon wtal organ;;l aé'tuig as 3::
extr;u}[e,oq; fubﬁancc, 1mtatmg, or mv‘ what

'0&.
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way foever mdommodmv vxtal fandiofis of
the body, muft be dlfcharged, #s foon. 48" T
exifferice is' afcertained, becaufe'the fh‘rfice,
on which it lies, may -be covered with @
depoﬁt of coagulable mph, or tay be othep
Wwife it fatch’ a dnﬁafeﬁcﬁa{c; “i5'to ‘be retidered.
diifivourablé, or Evetl’ nichpacﬁaged for- ab-
ﬁrbmg the fluid,, It' may “be,’ “that time can-
fiot 'ﬁfcly be fpared to try the means, whlcﬁ’
aré known to fac:li‘tate fuch’ ab{brptxon, ‘and
this clrcumﬁancc mui’c always be duly attend-
ed to, When the cxtrancbus matter preﬂ'es oft
the lungs, bram, or any 1mportant pm of

S . .
Tl I Y b eioaioafaln IR

the ammai machme.
“This’ ﬁeems a T‘ufﬁcwnt reafon for dik:féi’ ;2
mg the fluid, by an’ opemng ‘made by art.’ 't
is by 0o mcans ccrtam, that the abforptlon of
ma’tter, or an¥ ﬁuxd in “fuch c&f&s,'”"thw ;
canle of the evils’ f'ubféqucnt tb “al 0mor'b
affeion of the vifcera,” “The confhtutxon
: ﬁems fo fuﬁ'cr morc fror the' difedtA e of
the partlcular part aﬁé&ed 'than ﬁ"ox’n’thé ﬂlﬁl& '
‘ fecreted 1ri'"c'6nfcqucncc of fuch c'hfcaff: Yok i

| B ‘evident that large abforptxons of Lmal:ter,
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often takes pfac‘e' in-fcfophulous, and ‘other
abfceffes, without injury in the conftitution.

There is however, another fet of abfcefles;
which are difficult to be matiaged. The
prefervation of -life-Cis not immediately
concerned in theit event, ‘but it is apparent;
that when the tumour burfls, the cavity
which contained the matter -does not collapfe,
and eafily unite, unlefs it be opéned to fome
extent. Thefe abfceffés are often contigus
ous to parts fubje& to continual irritation,
arifing from mufcular motion, . the frequency
of which influences and keeps. up a conftant,
excitement on the inflamed ' parts, and
thereby feems to promote a fecretion of
matter, which infinuates itfelf into the cel-.
lular interftices of the mufcles; ‘and prevents
the morbid parts from uniting. The ne-
ceflity of kegping in a quiet and rehxcd‘ﬁatc;
mufcles connected with a difeated ‘part' of the
body, is known to every furgeon. Wheré
it is difficult to effect this, the cure of inflam~
mations, abfcefles, and wounds, becomies
Very troublefome, and very tedious. .
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Abfcefles in the neck, near the mufcles
 concerned in, deglutition, refpiration, or the
motion ‘of the head ; thefe on the verge of
the anus, in the perinzum, in the axilla;
thofe fituated on the-outfide of the arm, near
the olecranon, and many. others, daily evince
the. truth of this obfervation.*

TR A .
. 1

*In mﬁammanons, abfceffu, and fiftulous openings pear
the Sletrinon; the ‘imimiediate good effe@® of relaxation of
mulcles is-glearly evident, - Ndthing is more common, than
to fec an cxtenfive 1nﬂ1mmanon, and fuppuration take place
o' the outfide’ of’ the Arm; from 4 flight injury of the elbow ;
whilft the atm is'kept in a bent pafturé, the inflammatory dif-
pofition increafes, copious difcharges of matter, or glary fluid,
if the facculis’ mucofus is injured, flow from the external
wound. The probe, if thought proper to be ufcd, would
readily pafs thiough ﬁnufca downward to the wiit, or upward
to the fhoulder ; but as fdon as-the péfition of the arm is ul~
tered from flexion, to extenfion, and the limh is fteadily pre-
ferved in aftate of quictude in that form, the neceflity for
operation difappears. The inflammation fubtides, the_ cavities
quickly coalefce, and every painful {fymptom is removed,
whilft this fimple indication of nature is pyrfued, of - keeping
in a relaxed and quitt fate, parts affeted with dileafe.

In abcefles of the axilla, the good effeét of ﬁmple treat-
ment would be very obvious. Whillt the arm is elevated
daily, or perhaps oftener, to infpect the progrefs of the difeafe,
to apply fomentations, poultices, tents, or injections, it is not
. at-alf farprifing, that the aion of the mufclkes, fhould militate

againft the union of the cavity of the abfcefs. On the con-
'trary, itis rather wonderful, that nature fhould under fuch
circumftances, ever accomplith the unionof a fitulous wound,

~
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There are likewife other circurnftances, de<
curring in particular parts of the body-évhicli‘
render it expedient to deviate from a ‘general
rule of not openiag abfeefles: 'Such are a re-
markable thicknefs of the integutherits ; or
in intervention of fome' ftrong fafcia, between'
the external furface, and the colleGted fluid 5

thefe ci,rcut’x‘xﬁahééé ha[ipén in various parts of _

The followmg cafc occnrred to me of the fpontaneous nnion
of a deep-feated fiftulous Wdre' fa- the axilfa, whu:b Ind mﬁﬁed‘
long procefs of furgi¢al treatment, - :

A. B. 2 gentleman of fixty years of age, valetudmary in
his conflitution, fubje& to pulmonary cémplaints, was}' #t the
approach of a very fevere winter, attacked with a feverith in-
difpofition, which terminated in an abfcefs in the axilla, It
was flow and indolent in its progrefs, but at length it maturated,
and was opened freely by the kaife ; it continued to difcharge
for feveral months, finufes being continually formed, all of
which were opened ; the wound contra&ed finally to a {mall
aperture, leading into a finus, which extended far up under
the peQoral mufcle, The operation of opening, or countero-
pening was in this cafe impraticable ; irritating tents, the
fublimate troches, and injeions of various kinds were ufed
to produce a coalefcence of the fiftula, but all proved ineffet-
ual. At Jength he had determined to content himfelf with his
misfortunes, but going out of town, he was overturned in a
carriage, and fuffered a compound fradture of the arm ; he
was then necefarily confined to his bed, and the arm kept in
a perfeét ftate of quictude. At the end of fix weeks, he re-
covered from his fracture, and at the fame time, had the fatif-
fution of finding the fiftulous fore in the axilla completcly
united, ‘
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the body, particularly on the fide of the head
near the temporal mufcle, and in the upper
part of the head.

In other parts of the body,-fuch as thofe
adjoining to the faccus lachrymalis, the mea-
tus auditorius, the vagina, or the reGtum, the
formation of matter is attended with the in-
eonvenience of its being liable to burft in-
wardly into thofe cavities, fo as to produce a
fiftulous fore ; the neceflity of treating thefe
abfcefles in fuch a manner as to prevent that
misfdrtune, feems unavoidable,
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T On the A of the Hip Soint.

WITH refped to the opening of sbfceffes,
if it e not:in gengral fill{cfﬂlj"oﬁ vneccﬂ,'ary.
these are-centajnlyy.scatbons offtong, and pe-
euliar: force, ;again. . ppening’ thofs ‘which
femtnpnicatd with -joints,i , Theeuthorisics
of ritérsstonanx. with:the epinion of pracr

titioners,, that no. progrefs is made. towards
 effeiting 2 cure, by opeaing ak sbicefs; .{ub@}-
qGeent o, a-earions jeint S long-as-the
matien (. m,con;amd; Wlﬁh}n ithg “eapfulss
ligataent, fypptinbs of general debility; emax
ciation of she bedy, profufe weakening fweats,
and; purgings,de| net ufslly come on with
. great violence, or are ‘often found:capable.of
being moderated,. hy-the. ufe of the means,
whigly, the i medicalart: affogds.; But if the
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matter be difcharged by an external opening,
made either by incifion, or cauftic, and parti-
cularly if that opening be large, or the dif-
cafed part irritated by tent, or feton, introduced
near the cavity of the joint, dangerous fymi;-
toms come on. wnh\ great. rap;dxty, which
prove fatal to the cxxﬁcncc of the patient, or
to the prefervation of the limb.
«"-\Whén an.openifig is- midéinto. a' Jolbti éh
apcount “of cglary! fluidy iy mattet, < forihed
@l accumuldted. in: itso2aviby| frons1a “pre:
sty indifpofition of i cattilages or bones,
aheé “iminediatel effedts produced by - fuchran
opétation - dts increafs’iof! pali, -loofe’ i Tpoac
g fleth - 'farting <out ~from' the’ cavity of
hé  joirit; 'coplous: #nd" fetid “difcharges- of
mitter, atfended With| fuchi'general fymps
tomlg'of debility, i ewdéntly proceeding from
4nsaggravation of local difenfe, 7as .call inl
difpenfably, and' quickly, for' the ™ decifive
‘pralice of removing the: lirhb, /i cb!’det“ te
‘ 'préfémhfa*"m mofly o8 10 R

~cBo ¥ih differerr inode of - thbatmegt: be
purfued; ¥ the paint be modekated by opiates,

-~
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openmg,m fome inftances it has been- knpwn
to be abforbed duripg a patient attendance
upon the difeafe, and an anchylofis of the
joint has enfued. . If the capfular hgament
and integuments ngc way, {pontaneonfly, the
fluid thereby ooz¢s out of a {mall -aper-
ture ; the patient is.not, in this cafe, fuddcnly
cxhaufted by a copxous apd ‘continued dif-
cha.rge ‘of matter, and ;more tlme is. gamed
far. e;)pcnencmg tbc powers, of naturc, and
for adminiftering the rcmedxcs of art,

" In thc abfccfs of the hj lip Jom‘t, the pxpedlgl‘\t
of tpta}ly removmg thc dxfcafcd past.. is - out,
of the quefhon It is not worth)f to be conﬁ-
dcred asa rcforce for the cure, of thc dlfcafa
no pmdent furgeon can even thmk of fuch an
o'pfga)t(nqn_ ;.8 caries m thc _Lomt of thc knge,
may be rcmcdtcd by amputatmg above the
carious parts, apd thereby cxtu‘patmg entirely
‘thc local dxfbafc, But ‘the carious hip joint
admxts of no, fuch rcmedy 5 the hardxcﬁ and
.moﬁ cpterpnz;ng, furgcon, ‘ who has ever

1
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attempted the rcmoval of the ‘wliole- lower
eﬁf&mﬁy, by amputatmo at - the’ hip' _]dmt'
nevcr alde at mote, than takmcr away the
dlfeafcd ‘head of the thigh bonc, confidering
the pornons of carious bonc remaininig td‘be
ﬁnaIly throwii off by i procefs ‘of taeure. -

When' fo largc a furfacé of 1the ‘hultan
body is expofed by a furgical’ opera:tlon, which
may rcafonably bc ﬁlppofed to havc taken
‘able termination can fcarccly be expc&cd]f)y
the moft ﬁngumc, and ovchecmng opex:ator'.
‘It muft hkcw1ﬁ: ‘be confidered;” that thls fuc-

Cefs, 1f’ it werc éven acqmrcd woul& be but a
'mauncd snd-imperfect monument oF ')ou‘Pa}'(t.
‘Here T thight fafely obferve, that ﬂ‘xcre is grcat
probability in fuppoﬁno that the ciries begms
in the cotylmd cavxty, as oﬁcn as fn ifle Hcad
of the thigh bone. - Ccrtam it i:;,‘tlﬂ;atnm eVery
_€afe of difeafe of the h1p Jomt whlch has ter-

minated fatally in the “courle of rﬁj Sbﬁ:rva- |
tions, T have always remarked that th os

mnommatum ‘has becn affelted by ‘the cé,nes |
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io a more extenfive dcgrcc, ‘than the thlgh
bone itfelf.* : T

The records of furgery-do not afford ‘many
inftances of this very hazardous operation
havmc been performed for remedying the dif-
eafe’ of the hip joint. “The only caﬁ:f in my
recolle@ion ftrengthens the opinion which'is
generally entertained, namely, that an am-
“putation at the hip jofnt has but a partisl
tendency towards rc'nidving the difeife. ‘Th
this dreadful fituation, whete the laﬁ-refourcév. .
of our art ‘would fail, where the moft ad-
venturous furgery cannot remove the cori-
~ plaint, the ﬁniplc energy of natute frequently
fupplies the deficiency, and only requires
the affiftance of medicine, to fupport the
conftitution during the tedious procefs of
convalefcence, rejecting as it were, with hor-
ror, the aflive axd of operative furgery, as
Aan exertion of {kill, fomething worfe than
‘oftentations, and ufelefs.

- . See platcs III Iv. V. and VI,
1' See 'Medlcal Commcntanes, Vo) VI p. 837.
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" ;» When a caries of the joint has exifted for
a confiderable time, varying as has been
faid in length, with the different ftrength,
and habits of the patients, an external fup-
puration generally takes place in fome part
{gmti,guéus to the joint. It moft frequently
happens below the great trochanter, over
the vaftus externus mufcle, fometimes in the
mnterior part of the thigh, frequently on the
nates, or ‘higher up in the loins, and ‘oftcn'-
times in all thefe parts fucceflively. |
The progrefs of this fuppuration is gcne-
rally attended with a flight tepfion, and . fome
-degree of tendernefs of _the . part, fcnﬁbly
Aglt on preffure. It is pot always accom-
-panied with any great increafe of lamenefs
or - gencral debility, - with thiverings, or
the ufual . {ymptoms of the formation Qf
~mattgr.. - On, the contrary, the painful {ymp-
toms, of the difeafe fometimes diminifh,
while the fuppuratnon Is -advancing, and
this is a circumftance, which often happens
“when matter is_ formed upan difeafed banes
in ether parts of the body, Meanwhile the

~
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patient is generally capable of ufing his ac-
 euftomed exercife, and "may often continué
to do, fo, although the abfcefs has formed g
very large, and prominent tumour,. until the
moment arrives win it burfts. . © . oo

This however is not the moft common -
progrefs of the difeafe; inflammation and
fever are -frequently attendant on the fupd
puration. But however thefe {ymptoris
- vary in different patients, depending probas
bly upon peculiarity in conflitution; upon
the quantity of difeafed bone producing irria
tation ; or upon fome other caufe not eafily
afcertained ; but fhll the local treatment
in every cafe fhould be as fimple as poffi-
ble. There is ho rational fyftem known,
which can point out the advantage to be
derived from an artificial opening ‘made. i in
any way whatfoever, during this ftage of the
difeafe ; neither is there one cafe on ros
cord, where an altive employment of the
art of operative furgery has been found
" materially ufeful in this period of the

complaint. | :
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Where the conftitution fuffers little from
+ the ‘fuppuration, internal medicines are not
much wanted ; when painful fymptoms
arife from the difeafe, they are to be re-
lieved by fuch means, @ the exigencies of
_thefe fymptoms require. As the abfcefs
. #dvances towards fuppuration, the minds,
both -of the pziticut, and his friends, are
often raifed to a great pitch of anxiety, ex-
pedting the termination of the diforder to be
fynchronous with the difcharge of matter
fiom the abfcefs. As this however cannot
' be. effected, the period is arrived, when the
pdgement - and refolution of the furgeon.
may be fhewn, in refifting the folicita-
tions which are frequently made to him, to
~ difcharge the matter by operation.

<’ It may feem a trifling variation of prac‘-'
tice, to fuffer this matter to make its own
veay gradually through the integuments, in-
ficad of feeming to affift it by making a
{mall pun@ure with-the lancet; or pencilling
the fkin with the lapis infernalis ; but on the-
minutiz of practice, fuccefs freque'ntly' de-
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pends,i~- : Whoevér (hds:attended to_ difeafed
jomts, : and, bonesy may ,_h\e.,VC obferved that
the efforts. ¢f, nature, towirds -the cure of a
difeafed.,bone, * are. meorg. cafily aflifted; and
Procecd.wvat.b,mor,’gmmgy, where external
{uppweatidis has pot. begn: encouraged:s : where
air/1“pot ; admittads: where’ genera,lf_rggaanf,
only :haye.been ufed to fupport the confti-
tutionyj and. the nemﬁaxi remedies have been |

- adopted, “as. fymptoms -feem to ajﬁqui(e; to
countera@; the particular caufe of the difeafed
bone, whether it be venereal, or ftrumous
taint; :than.in. thofe- cafes where a: diff'erént

- plan:has béen’ purfued,  and large openings
"have been. made over the bones diféafed.

. Imthe cure of incurvated fpine from caries,
if matter has not m:.tde its external appear-
. ance,,$0:as to 'become of itfelf an: objek of ‘
furgical' treatment,.'the difficulty and’ the
" hazand 'is comparatively {mall, atid can in no
degres!bebftimated with thofe:dangers, which
.attend -the cafe, where it finally makes an
:xfcr{ial-z appearaiice, under.:the form of a

. vertebralyor pfois abfcefs. ‘
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Whoever is of opinion that thé' formation
. of matter may fafely be confidered. in - this
difeafe, merely as an adventitioiss circumftance,

‘that it does not fpecifically add to the- cari¢s;

or do lotal injury to theggirts, will -naturally
bé ‘anxious teadopt a’ plan, which tends to
preveéht; or at leaft to retard the neceflity of
an ‘external opening. The rather, as the
jmportant intefval of time gainéd by this

delay,-ihay bé wifely, and;:beneficially: prhe
ployed, in invigorating thie conflitution; and

thefeby meliorating the ftate of the difeafe.

- Whenever this external opening unfortut
mately takes place, whether: it-be made:dby
~art, or whether it be' the gradual effe@’.of
the integuments giving- way frém tenfion,
the probable confequences of the “inflitat

neous difcharge, are heltical fymptotns: . If . . :

thefe fymptoms come on, they 'may be cen-
fidered- as indications of the original difeafe -
| bcmg in a ﬁate, by no :means: leaﬂmg 10
convaefcence. - L S
- When the abfcefs burﬁs fpontameouﬂy, thc
opening, which is gererally fmall, eften
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than if the abfcefs had been fu&'ered 1o burﬁ
iniite natural courfe.

- To fupport properly- the v;tal powers in all
ﬁrumous difeafes, not attended with' local
_inflammation, is allovd,i to .be a rational
mode of cure, for certainly, whatever has an
“immediate tendency to produce debility, feems
" likely to increafe the difeafe. But the
lopéning of ftrumous abfcefles; conneed
-with difeafed joints, is known'.to ‘produce
this effe& almoft: invariably, and ought,
itherefore, on the foregoing principle, to- be
-carefully avoided.in every poffible cafe. - i -
-* When a‘large extenfive caries has taken
“place in the hip joint, affe@ing the head, and
neck of the thigh bone, and acetabulum

‘& which are formed in confequence of. violent contufions
-'# ‘gbout the joint of the hip, and by making the patient ab-
"# ftgin from all motion which might impede the operations of
¢ nature and thofe of art, thé complete anchylofis of the ar-
¥ tigulating furfaces might be obtained, which, in the defpe-
+ " rate cafes we are fpeaking of, is the only fource we have to
*# {ookup to. To what has been faid on this fubject I thall
- add thatit would be proper to put the lower extremity and
‘44 the trunk in fuch a pefition, with refpe to rcach other,
* 46 that after the formation of the anchylofis th¢ latter-thould
"#¢ preferve as much as poffible a vertical direction wuh tbe
‘¢ limb. E.
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of the ifchion, the principal hope of cure
feems ‘to be the formation of an anchylofis
in the joint, fuppofing the upper extremity.
of the bone not to have efcaped from'the
cotyloid cavity, orithat cavity not to be fo
much deftroyed, but that it may ftill admit'
of an anchylefis.

In the circumftances, and an the fuppoﬁ-
tion Juft mentioned, .anchylofis is the utmoft
the furgeon can hope for, and-in this ftage of
the diﬁ:afe,j the beft obje& he can purfuc,
uncomfortable and diftrefsful as it muft now'
be to the feeling of the patient, and his friends
ta learn, that the ultimate fuccefs he can now
look for, is the difmiffal of a lame, halting,
hopelefs objeQl from his care. Hard, very hard
"it is, for all concerned, when, after an attend-
ance of three or four years, the furgeon can
produce nothing better than fuch a difcredit-
able inftance of his art, being the only re-
fource, which nature affords in fo defperate a
fituation.  The parts affected are not abfolute-
ly vital organs, but, from their ﬁtuauon, are -
nearly: conne@ed with them; the dancrcr of
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" its immediate lofs being,.in this deplorable
- 8%, fo manifeftly imminent, the prefervation’
of life obvioufly becomes the fole object to be
aimed at. If this cannot be attained without
- Jofs of parts, and their ;confequent mation,
the .imperfeCtion of the fcienée of furgéry is
to be regretted, and no blame can properly be
attached to its profeffors*. Where impoffi-

bilitiés cannot' be affeted, where bone and
eartilage abfolutely deftroyed, abforbed, and
ansihilated as far as r'cfpe&é this part, cannot
by any art be reproduced, -the prefervation
of lifo at any rate, and the prefervation of the
limb, as entire as poffible, --are ftill very
important obje@s, and well worth purfiiing. -

Eft quodam prodire tenus, fi non datur ulera,

“T'owards the attainment of thefe ends,’ the

# Quam graviter illi laborent, qui initio-articuli inflatione,
dein humore illo ftagnante afficiuntur, qui inflationem exei-
tat, et acris faltus, irritat, et corrodit internas deinde ctiam
externas partes, norunt ilfi, qui per menfes, et annos, fedulo
omni attentione talia deligaverunt ulcera, pedetentim.enim ul+
cers illa innumeros finus generant, quotidie infignem quantie
tatem ichoris fundunt, crus atrophia afficiunt, deinde et totum
corpus, ve, erofo articulo imevitabilem, atque fimul: ige
curabilem producunt anchylofin. Schwencke Hzmatologiz
p- 21 . - D : ‘ -
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fcience of medical furgery affords much -
affiftance, but furgery ftrictly confidered as a
manyal art, is but of little fervice. The
_opcniné of the abfcefs, and expofing the
di(cafcd joiht .in fome meafure to the influe
~ ence of external air, may even from -theory
be confidered, as having a tendency to increafe
the morbid affe@ion of the parts. It is cer-
.r;linly known, that in this complaint the cure
is not accelerated; equivalent- to the hazard |
incurred ; nor, perhaps, is there any advan--
tage dcr'i{réd‘frét;.rx fuch an opefétibn, in an;y
cafe of dlfca{'ed bones, excepting where thc
ca.rxous bonc can be entirely rcmovcd

If i it bc. fand that an exfohatxon takcs place
much fooncr, where the furface of the dif-
eafed bone is laid open, it ought to be recol-
leGted, that the expofure of the bone to air,
'oftcn creates the neceflity of this exfoliétion.
But if its furface be not expofed to air,
GKpgrience  proves, that -a difeafed bono
alters to a healthy ﬁatc, and that even an
extcnﬁve furface of bone " fometimes re-
';covers itfelf, wnhout apparent. lofs of fub,
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ftance, where the integuments have not been
- opened. This is eminently confpicuous in
enlargment of cylindrical bones, from vene-
real, and fcrophulous atta&s. If fuch altera-
tions take place, as they certainly do, in the.
interftices between joints,” is it not proper,
indeed neceflary, in all abfcefles proceeding
from joints, ‘particularly the hip joint, to adopt
fuch a praice as does not expofe to air
;parts too nearly conneted with the general
" welfare of the human fyftem, to admit of large
exfoliations, or. of any treatment which
produces fuch long continued, and 'cop'ious
difcharges of. matter, as are the unayoidable
confequehccs‘ of a free opening inte thefe
'cavmes’

" The pra&xcc of fuffering fuch abfceffes to
"burft fpontaneoufly, is, not always fuccefsful,
but inftances of fortunate terminations are
fuﬂicwnt]y frequent, to juftify an ‘adhere-
“ance to the pratice of forbearance. On the

. “other hand, the pra&ice of making a large
" 6pe:ijng, cither by ineifion, by cauftic, or by
feton, " into abfcefles communicating with ca- -
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ries of joints, is, in almoft every iﬁﬁance, well

known to be followed by a train of untoward,
and hopelefs fy'mpt'oms, which ufually termi-

' nate in death.

““Heétical fymptoms, it is admitted, wil
fbmc_times enfue, after the fpontaneous burft-
ing of an abfcefs from the hip joint, and

. doubtlefs require the utmoft attention, and

affiftance. Colliquative fweats, and purgings,

-great emaciation, and almoft total proftration of

ﬁrcngth, freqdently occur under the mildeft

poffible treatment of the difeafe. Even when
the abfccﬁ has burft, the paticilt will lie fome-
times’ for months thhout the abxhty of affifting

Hiim21f, and fcarcely béarto be touched in bed,

without crymtr out in aorony from the pam in

the Jomt ‘All this may be conﬁdcred asa na-

' tural conféquence of thc loofe ‘and unconnec- .
‘ted flate of the canous boie, and of the irrita~
'blc ftate of the ﬂe(hy parts furroundmg it; -

‘ ncverthclefs, thxs moft - unpromlﬁng cafe

,wﬂl often tcrmmate fucceﬂfully, if unne-

Ceﬁ'ary furoxcal operat;on be forborn, if unne-

ccﬂéry motion in the limb be avoided, and 1f
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fuch medicines be adminiftered, as are of
fufficient. efficacy to countera& the moft ur-

gent {ymptoms of danger : opiates to mitigite-
pain, and the peruvian bark, adminiftered in

ps large dofes as the ftomach will bear, hqvc,

in many cafes which I have feen, becn unc

queftionably ferviceable.

'To render this prattice fucccfsful a num—-
thC diet and good air are effentially reqmﬁte
Patients laBouring under this difeafe have
ufually inordinate defire for ammal food,
which, within reafonable bounds, may fatcly
. be indulged. In cafes of lumbar abfchTes,
and of -abfcefles from the hip lomt dlfcafe,
I have mvanably feen the good cﬂ"e&s, anﬁng '
from a change of the antlphlognihc, to a cor-
dial plan of diet, Many of th¢ obje&s of this
complamt exhauf’ced bya profufeh no&umal :
Perfplratmn, have in the rnormng been im-
portunate for rcfrcfhments of thc moft folid
nature. They have in ea$cr cravmg for
ﬁrong foups, mcat, porter, and wmc, and

]Veak dxlutm g bcvcraves fd far frorn dcnymg
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thele. indulgencies,: T have.upifotmly experi-
enced the advantage of complying with:them.
. Thie benefigial effeds of gopd irs im eyery
period-of: thig camplaint, are known to_all
prallitioners.  In the lefs dangerous attacks of
{ctophula,, the difadvantage of living in large .
citigs, an crowded hofpitals, in-parrow ftrects,
and in fmall, low, or damp houfes,. is well
known, but in the hip joint difeafe the benefits
derived from a country air, and particularly -
in an open fituation near the fea, are fo great,
that they feem to fupercede, in a great mea-
fure,. every other medical attention.

-.'This fimplé mode of treatmeit, in whlch
the. principal . points . are, -to avoid :;{'urglcal
operations, ‘and unneceffary mdtion, and ‘to
procure, as much as poffible, ‘an enjoyment of
good air, and nutritive diet, requires’ perhaps
no fironger recbmmendation] than the reflec-
tion,  that the méthod to which it is oppofed,;
is  uniformly unfuccefsful, whilft this more!
cafy 'one, otk for the paticnt, and the furgeon,
has the fuperior- advantade of bemg lefs .

r :_)/, Jies LR W _’. PP L
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terrible to the feelmgs of the objcﬁ prmcnpally
concerned. ;. : SRS

<It> miay not'however be impropet, “in-this
“$lace, to call the atteution of the' praditioner
to fome faékts, which arife from the compari-
fon of this with other difeafes of bonés, wheéré
the ﬁfnp]c éfforts of mature alere feém - to be
knore fucccfsful than the bcﬁ performed
0peratxons of art.’ : -

. A catious ‘ftate of the vettebra isa com-
p}amt known to- bt ‘of the 'moft - fatal  ‘ten-
denicy ; jet this difeafe; wheré ekternal fuppu-
ration has- not'! taken / placej- is by ‘proper
treatrmuent oftentimes curdd, Where -an €x-
fernal iabfoefs: has. anfortunately ;hai&pcne&,‘-
either fromi:the nature:of the coinplaiut; or
from the want:of a jndicious application of the
cauftic, in an early périod, a fuccefsful tefrmim
nation is more: likely 'to .refult .from :futh:a
'plan, as is: here recommeénded, wh/ich imitates
the proceidifigis of nature.in her tlane of the.
difeafe, than'from; the mqthod te whigh. iv s,
oppofed, which waftes'the: powets of; the!

~ conftitution by large openings, unavoidably
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produdive of copious difcharges of matter.
In many cafes of this kirid; where I have.
carefully obferved the progrefs of this lament~
able diforder, I have noted that, with very
Iittle fu‘rgi(:al treatment, and fcarcely any ma-
nual operation, but with the ftricteft attention’
to a liberal and nutritive diet, with a free ufe
of the bark, as fymptoms feemed occafionally:
to require, the difeafe has been képt at bay in:
many cafes, and, in fome, has been abfolutely
removed ; the cure proving, fo far as I have B
been able to cOllc&; permanent, for although’ '
the incurvation remained, the patients have'-
continued well in other refpe@s.

There is no circumftance better known in:
furgery, nor any fa& more worthy of atten-
tion, than the difference of fuccefs attending
the treatment of fra&ures, and diflocations, -
which are called fimple, and thofe which.are
commonly diftinguithed by the denomina<
tions of compound fratures arid diflocations.
Simple fraftures, namely, thofe not accomn-
panied with a wound pcp‘etratihg to the
fra@ured bone, with very few exceptions,.are
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eafily cured, and bring equal credit to the
furgeon, and comfort to the patient. But the
cure of compound frattures and diflocations,
particularly where they are thought neceflary
to be frequently opened, for the infpetion of
the furgeon, and for the application of plaifters,
pbultices, and_fomentations, becomes te&ious,
and frequently hazardous.  Inflammation,
fever, and fuppuration often enfue, the extre-

" mities of the fra&ured bone unite with

difficulty, the cure becomes ftubborn, the art
of furgery is depreciated, the patient’s hope of
recovery fruftrated, by repeated fuppuration
from parts conneted with the injured bone,
much of life is loft, and perhaps the final
refource of amputation becomes, after all,
unayoidable.

A procefs, not altogether diffimilar, fome- -
times takes place in difeafes of joints, and
particularly in that of the hip joint. To a
fimple fratture of bone, may be compared -
that kind of caries in the hip joint, which,
corpmclxcing in abrafion of the. cartilages,

and terminating in anchylofis, proceeds.in

-
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its various ftages, without an external open-
ing formed from the difeafed bope. Though
the head and neck of the thigh bone, and
- the cotyloid cavity, become in the progr,c{'s of
the complaint, as it were, obliterated, and
an abforption ‘of bony mfatter be daily goihg
on, a fa& clearly afcertained by the -fhorten-
ing of the limb, though an anchylofis of
the joint take place, if the extremities of the
bones are in fuch a fituation, as to admit of
anchylofis, though a new pofition of parts .
may enfue, and a long feries of years elapfe,
before a firm confolidation can be effe&ted ;
yet the rilkk, as far as it concerns the life -
of thc patient, is almoft totally done away.*
The tedious interval is not marked by the
impending terror of death, the fymptoms of
he@ic fever, colliquative {weats, purgings,
and extreme weaknefs, which ufually precede .
its fatal conclufion, when attended with ex-
" ternal fuppuration, rarely in this fimple ftate
of the complaint, combine to embitter the

# See cale XIV.
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many years of fufpenfe, which muft. ciapfc,
before a perfe& convalefcence can be ac«

eomplifhed. |
During this ftate of the difeafe, which
is a caries of the joint, proceeding to anchy-
~lofis, without an external fuppuration, much
relief may occafionally be given to the pa-
tient by medicine, and by a regimen com-
prehending an attention to diet, air, cloathing,
and- every minute particular, which has. a
tendency to countera& caries, or a fcrophu- -
lous difpofition of the habit. Every circum-
flance alfo, which is capable of exciting
inflatomation, and fuppuration, in the part
* affe@ted, muft be carefully attended to.- Such
local -exacerbation of the complaint, if likely
to take place, is to be obviated by topical
bleeding, with leeches, or cupping. Blifters,
or even an iffue, may occafionally be ufed, as
fymptoms appear to require ; and in addition
_ to thofe means, no plan can be more ftrongly
recommended, on every juft principle, than
to take off, as muchas poffible, the preffure
of the trunk from the difeafed joint. In this
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ftate of: the: difeafe, the:. fhartetiing-of: the
thighbone, the deformed’ appearance of the’
hip, manifeftly prove a caries of the joiat; as
evidently as” a: carxcs of the. vcxtcbrc, or a
mollities offium, is. dbmonﬁratedby an mcm‘-
vation of the {pine! r: N S

The utificy ofi:the. machmcs contrxved by
‘Vacher, for fuch diftortiony or igcurvation af
the fpine; confifts in-thbir. power of fupporte
ing foshe pare- of the weight of :the head,-%p
as. to leflen :its .prefluiré:! o that ichin-. of -
bones, which is fuppofed to have.nndergone
2 morbid alteration 31 for. it iginot cleis that
asy fpinal machines arei capable of producing
ap elongation of the vestebree., -~ -1 -
... Reafon and: experiéngs fhew, .shat. any
degtt:e.af -vidlemce applied to; difpifed- bones,
has.a'tendency to-increafa; the difenfe.:y- The
‘advantaga.of thel¢ machines hawgver, if they
do but-ferve totake: off proffyrey cannot be
dowbted.. ; Their aptitude for this. pyspofe, and
thejr. acknowledged utility in the fupport of
the head, and the diminption of its preffure
on the trunk, are fads dsferviog attgntian.
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Jt: would ‘be' fortunate, if the knowledge
. of 'thefe circomftances could faggeft  any
-'imp'orta'.nt mechanical improvement,- calcu-
lated to produce the ‘fame’ beneficial effe&t in
the hip..difeafe; as nothing can' be clearer,
from natural, manifeft indications,  than that
. the patients muft. feel.eafe, and advantage
from every expedient “td. prevent - the weighit
vfithe body, in“any degree whatfoever, from
preffing on the joint; 'du'ﬁng the prevalence of
“thediffafe; or whilft it is: m a'ftate of gradual
convalefterics, '

" 'Although,in every! ftage of the curey-the
patierit: be iwell aflifted by tonic tomediee,
as far as they-‘ﬂféﬁié&" air, “diet,” and “nie-
dicine, ‘oxc¥ptrit thefe tiines when an inflam-
Mteéyi»ﬂigﬂi‘eﬁsz requires, -aed ' warrants- a
déviatiof frofh fitir Yredtment ¥ andwlthoagh
every miethiod- be * adepted: €6 : preveiit; if
‘poffible, an “external fappuration, ybt ' the
lgencral “plan -of - cufe" ‘thay -be L aided aeld
improwved excccdmglv, by ‘a’ vigilant--atteat
tion “to ‘every lenient device, ‘which . per-

=& knowlcdgc of thé local :nature “Lf the
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difeafe, can ﬁxg.gcﬂ* to the. 1ngenu1ty of the

{urgeon. : - N N TR
"When-air, and exercife aré recommended
to the patient, in order to improve, .and to
maintain' bis general {yftem of health, it is fit,
and neceffary, that he:be fupported with-great
cate dnd cdenvenience on- crutches. In- this
ftate and period of the difeafe he muft not be
fiffeved f6 hobble with a flickw-.one hand,
or-th refd ‘withiany - fuefs on: the: toes «of
the limb affeGted. It is obyioiis, - when .a
thortening >:of _:the :limb. ‘has - indubitably
taken place;:thit:no means. have been hither-
to-'difcbvered, which . can : reftore lofs of
fubftance.in” bones, and cartilages, and that
this. thortening of the limb does not. des
pond upon. fpafin, and contra@ion of the
mufties,- therefore every attempt made:to
Procure:its elongation, either by encouraging
theipatient to ufe: it withont- the affiftance
of crutohies, tatoet to -4 fck only in walk-
ing;. or the addition of a:leiden weight to the
fole-: of :his: fhoe, which is fometimes inju-
dicioufly made, muft neceffarily irritate the
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difeafe, and provoke an iexternali fuppuration,
an event which of all others thould be prins
tipally dreaded, and moft carcfully gud:ﬂcd
againft. BRI o
:. 'Fhe nobefity. of conﬂ:amly ponﬁng. and
ptoperly 1bpporting - the:  body on-. :crotches;
gahnot be :too:: firongly eaforged: i.:If sthe
-grutches:.be :léft off .too. foon, all is undene s
Whateveromay -have bedn gainéd widt quickly
-~ Toe loft; aud a-fatal telmmmoh of the difeafe
muﬁ’ﬁaceddy follow. ... .. 7 " oo o
v !/Dhie unfeomlinefs 6 uﬁng thefe. cumber-
{fomie fuppotts -operates.firongly .onthie minds
‘of gobing..pasients;. who .aee natorally defis
rous | of afrai_liﬁg.:;bheﬁﬂ'clvm .of the ufe of
their-limbs,ahd:/ars eafger: to:.get: rid of the
wiarke of otd agey ands ‘infitmity. - Too ‘of-
aensbra: dueir:fatuse forrowy.ithey -throw
thepariaway, ior. at> leaft. occdfionally: neg-
~Je@ themylbefooei;iar firmtand indiffqluble -
whion thag'rtaken!) places between: thei thigh
‘Bbneland: the os.inhominatanty:: and the na-
thigal eonféguencel is;-:that frefli fuppuratidns
‘dbime; ot} ifrogrtbocheavya preffure oh bones.
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loofely: conneéted, or- not completcly ans
chylofed. ’

. During every period of thc complamt
prior to a firm: and complete union of the
bones, there is the greateft propriety, indeed
an indifpenfible neceflity, of fupporting the
body. on crutches. Not only are fuppurations
- brought on afrefh, by throwing crutches afide
- too-foon, or everr by negledting them ocmﬁ-.
enally ; but, moreaver, by fuch ovcrhaﬁy,
and.injudicious attempts to bear on the limb,
before the confolidation of the hone is effected,
ifritation, and pain are neceffarily produced
in.. the difeafed hip ; and: confequently the
paticnf, with a view . of throwing a greater
proportion of the weight of the trunk on the
found limb, is naturally obliged to lean, and
bear‘onthe oppofite fide. His doing of:_th;i_sz,
very foon becomes a habit, which, in young
- perfons, almoft invariably produces a diftor=
‘tion of the fpine, in, a /gréatcr or lefler
degree ; and this calamity adds confiderably
to .the unhappinefs, and the deformity of
the fufferer. There is, befides all this, a
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danger of occafioning, by fuch precipitate,
and indifcreet praice, or neglec, a contrac-"
tioh of the fuperior aperture of the pelvis,*
from incurvation of the os facrum, a circum-
flance very material, and peculiarly un-
fortunate to female patients.

. Preflure, and ‘mufcular motion operate
powerfully, and extenfively both in the pro-
gréfd;cand -termination. of difeafes of joints,
the - patho}ogy"of which is difficult to. be
explained, without a particular reference to
their local fituations. A caries of bone is
 the faime in every part.of the body, whether
ft'be 2 difeafe in the bones of the toes, the
foot, the ankle, the knee, the hip, the ver-
t'ebrae, the bones of the fingers, the wrift,
t’he élbo‘w or the fhoulder ; ‘but the ter- -
tination ‘of caries is not equally difaftrous
in"thofe feveral parts, all equally liable to
be affe@ed by it, the event being influ-
énbed varlouﬂy by thc partncular fituation of
ﬁ’:‘e ‘bonc. :

7/

© - % See plate V.
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In attending to difeafed joints, it may be
obferved, that the fdmc difeafe of wh'i_.tq\
fwelling, asit is commonly called, or ca-
ries, exifting in the extremities of boﬁcs;
forming joints, is not fo fatal in the upper, as
it is in the lower extremity. \ This dgfca.fc
occurs in the elbow jeint; and in the joint of
the wrift, as frequently as in that of the knec;
and in the ankle joint, but.it is not attended
with equal danger, or fatalnty At is well
" known, that the amputation of the arm; is by
no means fo oftén performed as that of the
leg; neither is it fo often ncceifaf){' to.
amputate, “for. the fame complaint of the
elbow, or the wrift joint, as it is for that of
the knee, or the ankle joint. The true reas
fons for this difference may probably appear,
from confidering the fituation, and the ma-
tion of the refpe@ive parts, before. mentidncd
although effe¢ted with one, and the vcry
fame difeafe.

______

A patient applies for furglcal aﬂiﬁance, ,;ﬂ_ :
a cale of ftrumous caries in the wnﬁ: o;,c]-
bow, the difeafe ‘being clearly” .mggs_e:g_i..\ by ea;
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Jargement of the joint, by violent pain, by
abrafion of cartilages, -and wafting of the
Timb, both above.and below the difeafed part 3
fymptoms, which left to thémfelves, are well
knéwn to terminate fooner, or latter, in fup-
pum{bn of the -parts. Neverthelefs, the
pradtice of futgery fhews, that in’ the upper
extremity, the ‘fuppurative progrefs is more
eaﬁly checked by art ; and thit the means;
éven of cnrmg thé difeafe, are more fuccefs-
ful, ‘than the very fame means are, when
employed in ‘the cure of fimilar complaints of
the knee, and muéh'more of the ankle.
"“\Whencé does this arife " Or how it is to
e accounted for? 1 think the caufe is to be
found in the fituation of ‘the part, which is
not fo mich éxpoféd to-itritation by preflure,
and miore ‘:e'a'\ﬁly' admits' of 2 ftaté of quistude
favour:ble to the operation of temedies, whilft
at the fame time, the patient is capablé of ufing
freely the requifite exercife fo céiidtiﬁva"tb
the fupport of his gcneral health: :
“When''thie fame catife of cbmpldmt' cxiﬂs
in the ankle joints, even with a lefs degree of -
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Jifeate, theré aré but few who'can; and fewer
who will, give to remédies their full “probat

bility of fuccefs,” or to the- parts affeGed-théir
faireft: chance of recovery, by fubmiititfg to
that confinemetit,: and céntinuatice in @/ Ratk
of reft; which-is mdxfpenﬁbly necfeﬁ'ary to
ﬁfomote the fanative bperation of the dne;} #hd
the relief, 2nd ‘re-eftablifhmhént of the othes,
3t might perhaps be impoffible ¢ have fitch
cafe as'is requifite;-or a complete advantagaﬂf
reft and indidgerice ~for’ the Towet Extfétmff,
confifterit with the loco-motive exercife; and
change of air, effentially neddful to prefdrvé
the' conflitution ofora length 'of “time fh
{ufficient vigeur,ito refift-the ill' effects ofdh
exifting fcrophulous caries, or of'a bad difpofic
tion of the part tainted with fcrophula, and
Haftening .to caries. It thuft likewife be
remembered : that the 'cure of difeafed Jomts, '
whether' efected by " nature, it her-procefs of
~ anchylofis, | ‘or adcomplithed by art, by its
meeints tdipreferve funinjured the cartilaginou
ondsofith bones, ¥ a1very tedidus: dpetation)
afidtvory: liable td be' inferrlipted by a veriety

\
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of caufes, contingent, and very.- difficult to be
forefeen.- If fuch adifeafe of the ankle joint
proceeds to, -fupguratiqa,;.';apd;,a‘pj; 'gxtg:mal
wound enfues, it then becomes a malady,:to
be cured only by amputation ;. for,‘the parts
being thus injured, experience. thews that the
difeafe would, if not prevented by amputation,
prove fatal.. When the cartilages , of th§ '
bones which form this joint are absaded, it
A5 dxﬂicult to gongeive,, t,)at an anchyloﬁ; can
bacomc fufficiently firong.to bcar the: wcxgbt’
of the bady, it would be liable to be diftug-
bed, by -the. leaft attemipt at,alive exertion,
por _does' it feem :péoba.bie, (that - the whele
weight of  the. trunk- ‘:Cwlﬁlx:;\@gﬁ! .:be_per-
maneqtly fupported- pa , this: jaint, . althongh
the bongs were perfelly united by-anchylofs.

This opinion.k haVe forind-from acareful;
unprejudiced confideratiaty of this.diféafo;uas
far as it refpeCs the: joint of the-anklesy' fof 1
bave never een  frmsod o6l St e
ferved, :after a_ caries hagd onea-rcally ~taken
place in-this-jeint ;--nor: after & Jifpefiteod. to
caries in it, had clearly.. becoine . manifeft:
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On the contrary I have always obferved, that
the cures boafted of in fuch éafeé, whatever
reputation they may bring to the performers,
do little for the unhappy patients, ultimafcly
proving to be fuppofitious, and fhort lived.
~The joint of the knee is alfo pc;:uliarly
unfortunate, when it is attacked with this’
difeafe ; inftances however of fuccefsful
treatment occur much oftener than in the
ankle joint. When: a ftri& adherence to reft
has been maintained for a confiderable length
of time, during the early period of the difeafe,
local applications have been manifeftly ufeful,
and the joint has been preferved entire. - "
In other cafes, where the caries his been
more advanced, an anchylofis has taken place -
in the knee joint, between the condyles of the
thigh bone, and the upper end of the tibia ;
and if, during that procefs, the leg has been
kept' extended, it has fometimes happened,
that the limb has been preferved in an ufeful
ftate*. But if it has been kept in a bent po-
. L :

* See cafe V. of white {welling of the knee.
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fition, -during, the courfe of the cure, the
lib,.although thus prefcrv;d, cannot be of
mpch ufe; and it. would have been better,
fq.the. gpncral purpofes. of, life, if.thé patiens:
had fuffered, an amputation, and availed him-
felf, of, jtpc. well-contrived, and commodiqus
thmtpt;s, which ingenuity, {upplies.
. { Thergis a, wide. difference when a. caries,
takps place ih the weift,’ on ¢lbosv joint 3 fors,
although: an. .anchylofis fhould not quickly
farm,. the: neceffity. of amputating the. upper
- exéremity does not certainly follow' merely
fram. the. ‘joiints. being carious; it being a-
known .28, that this :difeafe, particulatly in
young -fubjedts, often continues- for a. grdat
number: of: years, ‘and. produces repeated
fuppurations, without any very material injury:.
to the confhitntion, and yet a.complete and
acknowledged caries may yltimately terminate
with the inconvenience only of a fiff. joint;
and'the limb itfelf even in-a.ftate of anchylofis,
may. become very ufeful, provided it has.been
Rept ina proper pofitior, during the formation
of that union.
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1 1TFhe certaingy of this; Gt 18 FrgMf tfefi,
andit :is of: gheat m&meﬂ&ig%ﬁeﬂaﬂy
kmiovti by alb praq@itittens inodirgary) WHS
fhould -be waldl appRifiey, Wiatits>cdfies 84
joint is-not of itledf; dt:khﬁ*‘lééfgéd“as a0t
penfabile - reafow for bHe réﬁ}o{'al‘af i |
"Phe etiergiel'ofl ath i drdofedéunt HO TR
corresiion, ARUIEVELP HE”Eke B aais Tl
rhdiud difeaRys %a‘?é%m*blf)%ﬂa ‘ehhtthd

rﬂof’c'dtfﬁrdrﬁxﬁffé" a%d ﬂf a9 ”ﬁcecf a6
¢his kind ofter RIS fuccé’fsfu‘lly, wﬂ:hout
any’ fach” oﬁe}aﬁén ““Thi§ 1s a"‘ﬁ& Wcll‘
knowil to,’ of boi‘dﬁy Pied” By, u‘reghlar
pra&itioners of medicine, and furgery, ‘who
avail themfelves of that dread of pain which
is infeparable from human nature, and
graft their own profits upon it, by cenfuring
and condemning indifcriminately, all painful
furgical operations in thefe diforders, craftily
lg:a/ving their difeafes to the powerful efforts of
nature, which often remedy them fpontane-
oufly without the intervention of art. Mean=
while they live by their enormous gains on
the ufelefs and trifling medicines they vend ;
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and, impudently impofing on the-credulity
and. weaknefs of mankind, and arrogating to
t,hqm(élves the, reputation of cures, which,
when not_entirely effe®ed by nature, are
fallacioys and. abortive, fcarcely outliving the
fhameles band bills and produtions which
announge, them. So juft is the obfervation of
Mr, Pott Qnighc p_raé'tncc of empjsics, refpeing
theit treatment of the fiftula in ano, applicable
,with, equal propriety sto their treatment of
g}nhy othqr local complamts “ Regular
. pra&moncrs are looking for what thefe
¢ People do,. but _overlook what thcy do
“ not do » . :
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SECT. V.

Cafes of the Difeafe of the Hip Foint, with
- Obfervations.

w
Case I.

Difeafe of the Hip ‘foint in its early flate,
. cured by an Iffue made by Caufiic.

MR. ASHFIELD, in Great St. Andrew's
Street,.Seven Dials, on the 30th of Decem-
ber, 1789, defired me to vifit his fon, 2
boy of ecight years old, on account of ‘a
'lamenefs, proceeding from a complaint ji
the hip joint. The parents of the child
were apparently healthy, excepting that the
father was fubject to ulcerations of the eye-
lids. The boy was of a fair complexion,
and . had. enjoyed an uninterrupted flate of
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health, till the laft fix months, when it was’
obferved that he was very lame, and was
eafily tired in walking.

At the time I faw Hio," he was juft reco-
vering from a fever, for whlch ‘he had been
sttended by M. Jackfon, apothecary in Soho

“fquare. ‘The right leg was {welled about the:
ankle and the pain in that knee was fb violent,
thatit could ot be alievisted by opiates.
The thigh and leg on the fame fide were
wafted; and the affected limb was found
to be half an tach longér than the otheri
The lymphatic' glands in the groin were
enlarged, and he felt uneafinefs on pref-
fing round the hip joint;  ‘The genera}’ ftate
of his health was much:affeced, ‘he was
very ‘weak, -and finking under profufe -and
colliquative {weats. The bark, which bad
been very judicioufly ordered for him, was con+
tinued,.dnd the following day, 1 applied the
cauftic, rubbing it on the fkin, 1o as to produce
an oval efchar, an inch in length, ‘an half an
inch in breadth, behind the great trochantet
of the thigh bone. Ifaw the patient feveral
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times, durmo' the firft fortmof)t a‘Fter the
application of the cauftic, and had the plcaf'ure

of obferving, that the loca] and oetretaI (‘ymp-,
~ toms of the difeafe bg gan to give way. )

13

On the 16th of January, 1790, the iffue
difcharged freely, his firength and appetite
were returning, he {lept dufing‘ the whole
" night, and the Collil]nat'ive {weats were c':o;{-J
fiderably checked.

- Feb. 9th, he continued gaining ftrength,
walked with a ftick; but was very lame ;
his mother however thought, that he then ..
walked better than he bad done for four
months, the pain in-his knee was entirely
gone, and from this time, there was a vifible
alteration in every refpe& for the better.

In the month of June, the parents fent
* him to fchool, keeping the iffue open at thc
fame time with great care.

Auguft 10th, the elongation was Pnll evi-
dent, but the boy was in every other refpe&
well, and walked three or four miles a day.
* December 7th, 1790, I found him in a
perfeQ ftate bf health, the limb was of the
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fame length as the other, and the 'cmaciat)ion
of the thigh and of the calf of the leg,
was no longer perceptible ; he kept three peas
in the iflue, and went to fchool at fome dif-
tance from London, ufing the fame exercife
as the other boys.

O&ober the 9th, 1792, the iflue was dried
~up, and the boy remained quite well,

Case II.

D{/Z’q[\e of the Hip Foint, cured by an Iffue
. made by cauftic.

ABraHAM LEwis, a boy of feven years
old, was recommended to the Weftminfter
General Difpenfary, September 16th 1790.
He was of a pale complexion, and appeared
greatly emaciated; not having been able to
get out of bed for the laft three weeks, with-
_out zffiftance, and after being t_akch from the

bed, he eould not “'alk for thé firlt hour.
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By walking, he foon became tired, was fre-
quently fleeplefs during the whole. night, and
cried out inceffantly from pain in his right
thigh, and knee. The thigh and leg were
wafted confiderably, the lymphatic glands
in the groin were {welled, and he felt much
difficulty in moving the limb. On meafur-
" ing the two lower extremities, the difeafed
one was found to be half an inch longer
than the other. It was very manifeft, thatj
he could not fupport the trunk equally on
both the lower extremities, for, in attempting
to ftand in an eret pofition, the body was
inclined to the left fide, and principally fup-
ported by the left leg, which was in a firm,
and rigid ftate of extenfion, whilft the right
knee was bent, and partially relaxed.

On the 17th of September, I applied the
cauftic, in the manner defcribed in the fore-
going cafe. On the 22d, I faw the patient
again, and was informed that the pain in the
" knee was leflened, and that his health was-
fomewhat mended. ) |

On the 30th, he was much ftronger, walks
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ing witkiout any affiftance, and the iffue difs
charged froely. On the 18th of O&ober, he
was -free from pamn, his health was much
better, and fromt ‘that time he continued
mending 'vifly in - every refpect.

He kept the iflue open for two years, its
furface being frequently fprinkled with pow-
dered cantharides, but no other extermal ap-
plications were ufed to the part, notr any
internal ‘medicines given,- excepting fmail
dofes of powdered jalap, to keep his bowels
open. On the 18th of O&ober, 1793, I faw
this patient, in the enjoyment of perféeQ
health. ' o

o Case HIL
Difeafe of the Hip Foint astended with an ex«
© ternal fuppuration, and Yerminating in An-
. shylofis of the foint.

On the 38th of September, 1785, a gentle-
man from Great Marlow in Buckingham-
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thire, called on''me" to fee: -hisiodaughter;
who hdd a violetit pain and fwelling from
the hip joint. The limb was contra@ed, and
wafted ; fhe complained much of frequent
pains in the knee; fhe was eleven years
of age, apparently healthy in every refpe&t,
but what proceeded from the effe@ts of the
local difeafe. She had no difpofition
pulmonary complaints, no fcrophulous en-
largement of the extremities of bones, nor
any. other {fymptom, which indicated a firu-
mous conttitution. -

- The cauftic was applied in the ufual man-
ners a fuppuration however from the joint
foon followed, but was not attended with any
dangerous {ymptoms. The abfce(s was fuf-
fered to burit {pontancoufly, and continued
difcharging near two years, when. the fiftu~
lous fore healed, without any particular treate
ment. [ did not fee this patient above three
or four times, but the refult of the cafe was,
that fhe kept the iffue open for feveral years.
At the prefent period, O&ober 1792, the is
grown a tall, healthy woman, free from any
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incohvenience, but what arifes from the limb
affe&ted, being about half an inch fhorter than
the other, -

- Case IV,

Difeafe of the Hip Soint cured by Anichylofis,
during the ufe of the Cauftic.

- Joun WiLsox, fon of Mr. Wilfon, Ne. §,
Gibfon’s Court, Marybone Street, St. James,
was brought to me, in the year 1778, at the
age of four years, labouring under the fymp-
toms of the difeafe of the hip joint, with an
" emaciated and- elongated limb, pain in the
knee and hip, with the general indications of
a debilitated habit of body. I recommended
the ufe of the warm bath, which was con-.
tinued a long time, without any permanent
benefit, although it produced a temporary
alleviation of the painful {ymptoms. Elec-
tricity was likewife ufed, and repeated blifters
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were afterwards applied to the hip, without
any real advantage. ‘

‘In 1781, three years after his firft appli-
cation, large dofes of laudanum hardly pro-
duced a temporary fufpenfion of the pain, and
his general health became daily worfe. I
then made a large iffue by cauftic on the hip ;
and the pain gradually diminithed after this
application. He began to walk on crutches
“within 2 few months, and_the iffue was Kept
open. five ‘years with' great perfeverance, till
at length he recovered with a ftiff joint.” = =
..f0n the 8oth of O&ober, 1792, the joint
feemed perfetly anchylofed; he walks now
feveral miles in the day, goes through the
_daily laborious. occupation of a carperiter, and
- I-obferve that in raifing the difeafed: thigh,
“and-in walking, the motion evidently appears
to arife from the whole column of the verte- -
brz, moving as it were, on the axis of the
found joint.
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Bnfiances of the Difeqfe of the Hip Yaint, in
1 whigh the Cauflic was. applied with apperend
. « bangfit, andian external: Supparabon argﬁu’f
‘ypw drjmg‘ up tho [ﬂ'um ' E
L’ SH'AW;, elght years,ofragcr, was brought
to: mey in Februany 1789, by his, father,. My,
Shaw, - Ironmongtr,. in Bloon ~Street, St
Ann’s, Sobo, far a compluint i the hip jéint,
which fhewed ithelf by-an diongation; and
wodting.of the linb, a flatrefs of the: nates on
the affeéted fide, pain i the knee, and. genbrdl
{ymptoms:of debility.. The . patient ~ wab
evidently of a firumous.habit, pale; and e+
ciated, with glandular fwellmgs* ifi the nEck,
which had {uppurated. - -~ oo v
The particulars of his difeafe, vﬁacht egine
to my knowledge, were, that in the pre-
ceding year he had the fmall pox, which left
him in a weak ftate of health. His pa-
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rents fent him to the country for his recovery;,
where _hc-fcl_l_ from a hay-rick, and foon after:
the accident was obferved .to walk Vel;y
lame. } '
The difeafe being ev,xdent I apphed the
ca.pﬁxq in the ufual way,.a fmall diftance from:
the great trochautey, ;. he was quickly relieved,
from:, fomg, of. the moft. painful, fymptoms.
of the complaint; and aftarwards, improved
ip_his health;,: The iffue weas kept open. for
fpre time, difcharging - freely. - His parants-
howgver, anxigus for, a recovery:more. fpee-
dy.;than what . [ ¢puld promife, itogk. him
to.ra  profeffor of animal - magnetifm, at
'Hammerfmnth by whofe advice, the iffue
was healed, and he was dire&ted to bathe
the . part affeted with milk and water.
I.did net fee this, patient, again, for five
month.., w,hqn he was brought to me, thh
a largg abfcefs, which extended _fro,mfthc os
facfum, :to' the upper part of the thigh.,
This, fu}Pura;ipn, 1 was jnformed, had .taken
placa, ,abqut.,,gwo months after the iflue:was.
dried. up.” -1-advifed  him ta {uffer, the
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abfcefs to burft fpontancoufly, to take the
peruviai bark, and to fupport him with good
nutritive diet.
His progrefs to convalefcence was very
flow, the abfcefs difcharging from feveral
finuous ulcers for more than two years. At
this time, he is perfeitly recovered with
an * anchylofed joint, and walks without
crutches, on a high-heeled thoe, refting prin-
- cipally on his toes. - In progreffion, and in
-raifing the limb, there s an evident motion
in the lumbar yertebrz; his fcrophulous
fymptoms have all difappeated ; "and he feems:
likely to overcome every fymptom of dcbtlxty
in his habit, ’

Ann Refcorla, daughter of Mr. Refcorla,
taylor, in Charlotte Street, Portland Place,
was brought to the Weftminfter General Dif-
penfary, when ‘the was five years of age,
for a lamenefs in the right leg and thigh, fhe
was of a fair complexion, and light hair,
had been fubject to fore eyes, and eruptions
on the head, which came on foon after the
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meafles. She fuffered exceedingly from the
pain in hér knee ; the lEg and tlﬁgh were
emaciated, and the general ftate of her health
was confiderably affeCted. i
I made an iffuc with the lapis infernalis,
‘in the ufual place, its immediate good effecs
“were foon obvious from the amendment of
her health, and the ceffation of the painful
Jocal {fymptoms. - This wound was ki;Pf%og;g
for three months; at the end of which.timg
‘_ﬂac was fent to the fea; the peas were. then
difcontinued, and the iffue healed. :
I faw her immediately on her return, whcn
there was evidently an -abfcefs formed in the
hip. This fuppurated, and burft {fpontane-
oufly, difcharging for a long time, without
injury to her conflitution. The joiht 1s
anchylofed, the walks refting on héxj toég,
but is otherwife perfectly well.
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Cases VIL anp VIII

{T wo Cafes of Drfeq/'e of the Hip oint, occur-
ving in the fame Family.

- Tak following inflances of difeafe of the
hip joinit were ‘obvioufly the fame, but the
motle of treditmeént was different. In the
ﬁ?’i’c thi&’ tmoft adtive imeans were tfed to refift
the progrefs of an-externl ﬁrppuratnorr, and
Phié ‘evert was fuccefsful. The fecond cafe
Was Teft erinrely to natare, and the refult was
Unfoftunate.. They wete ‘both feen, in ‘the
‘pﬁ‘b‘m‘efs of ‘the comp]amt by Mr. Hodges,
| aipdthecafy ‘in ‘Mdrgarét ‘Street, dnd were
$eeafiorially ‘vifited by ‘me. :
A boy of fouttéeh 'moniths old, ‘received’a
fall, which did not appear at firft to produce
any important confequences. At the time
when he might naturally have been expe&ted
to have walked alone, a lamenefs was ob-
ferved, and he was’committed to the care
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of furgeons of eminence, the means ufed
for his relief, were leeches applied to the hip,
repeated blifters, and an iffue made by cauftic.
An external {uppuration however enfued, 'a_nd'

" the boy gradually recovered with the difad-

vantage of a thortened limb, angd an anchylofed -
joint.. At this time, he is fourteen years of
age, he ‘has been well for feveral years, walks
without a ftick, refting principally on his
toes, he. rides on horfeback, and is in perfe&
health. It is obfervable in this cafe, that,
when in progreflion, he puts forward the
thortened liub, the mation evidently origi-
nates from the lumbar vertebre, which, as
ke walks, are raifed forward, to give a proe
greflive motion to the anchylofed limb. -

1 'was called upon o fee the ibrother of
this young gentleman, five years of age, with
. every fympton of a rapid advancement of
caries .in the hip -joint. He was pile and
laaguid, the limb was wafted, and elongatedy
and the pain in the knee.violent, - ‘I recom-
mended .thofe. means, -which had .been fuc-
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cefsful in the former cafe, but was not fors
~ tunate enough to prevail on the parents to
adopt ‘my opinion. They feemed to impute
" the thortening of the limb in the formet cafe,
to the remedies employed, rather than to the
deftru@ive nature of the difeafe. I faw this
patient, cight months after, and fonnd that
a fuppuration had taken place, under which
the child languifthed for feveral years, and
died. ' :

Case IX.

An Abfeefs of the- Hip' Joint, terminating in
- Anchylofis. - .3

.. THE cafe. xepreiénte& in, the fourth- plate,
was one of the firft,. which occarred in my
pra&ice. I did not fee the patient, -du.ring
the firft attack of the.complaint, but was fent
for, upor a' fuppuration taking place in ‘the
hip ; he.was twelve years.of age, and had
been in other refpeéts healthy. = The difeafe
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was nidnaged in a very fimple .manner, the
fuppuration repeatedly burft ; he was much®
reduced in his general ftate of health, and
rccéived great benefit from the peruvian bark.:
He recovered'from -the comphint, with a
ftiff joint, and died three years after, from the
confluent fmall pox. I obtained .pér‘mif‘ﬁbn
to open the body, and prcfervcd the anchy]o-
(edjomt O TR ‘

* The anchylofis of joints is often confidered
tobe a difeafe of itfelf although it will bé
found more gencrally to be a natural and
beneficial termination of caries, exccptma in
thofe cafes, where it is  occafioned by ﬁrong
contra&non of mufcles, W1thout any prcv1ous
indifpofition of the bohes.

Anchylofis is ‘however lefs frequently pro-
itrced by mufcular fpafm, and” ¢ontrattion,
thah by eoalefcence of ‘ulcerated furfaces of
cartxtaoes and- bones, ahd this is an union
wﬁxc‘h it Would be abfurd td' counterat, as it
is indifpenfably neceffary, in many cafes, to
the ‘prefervation of the limb affeéted, and
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in the abfcefs of the hip joint, it is the only
means of preferving life. In the incurvated
carious {pine, the cure is performed by anchy-
lofis ; the cure alfo of carious joints in the
upper extremity, and in other parts, is fre-
quently -affeted in this mode without any
affiftance from art. |

In all fuch cafes, a great degree of precifion
is neceffary, in order to ‘afcertain, in the firft
inftance, whether the joint has fuffered that
degree of abrafion, which mift finally prove
fata] to its motion. If fuch an ‘event has de-
cidedly . taken placey a very particular ma-
nagement of the difeafed - joint :fhould be
purfued. Nature muft be left undifturbed,
by officious, and ufelefs interpofitions, and
much of the formidable apparatus of furgery
fhould be omitted. : »

A cautious practice fhould take place thh
refpe& to fomentations, poultices, ﬁfg:q};;:r:tat
dreflings of the wound, pyéﬁ'mg out - the
matter from the fftalous :ﬁnufeg, and the
examination-. of them by the .probe. - Above
ally particular care fhould be taken not to rub
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againft each other the abraded furfaces of the
difeafed bones, in order to afcertain to our
own minds, of to demonftrate to the convic-
tion or others, the exiftence of caries with a .
worfe than idle attention to attempt ~the
prcfervatlon of motion, when it is pcrhaps
unpoﬁible, even to try the experiment, w1th-
out the deftruction of life.

Al] fuch treatment as I have here men-
tioued fhould be forborne and. dlfcardcd as
tending to fruftrate the beft and only means,
by which the condition of the parts can bc.
improved. I with I could fay, that 1 had ﬁ:g;
but a fingle inftance of the neccﬁity of
g_mpu;anon produced by rough, and mjud;cx-
ous handling of difcafed joints. In the_ea{rly
attacks of fcrophulous caries, frequent, or
violent motion, 1s likely to caufe abrafion of
the internal furface of joints ; and in the more
idvanccd ftages, when abrafion has a&ually
taken place, it neceflarily excites fuppuratxon,‘
and thereby prevents anchyloﬁs -
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Case X.

rn"

Tui café reprefented in \ the fifth plate, is
fuch as'frequently occurs. I haye no account
of its particulars, having met with the bones
accidentally. It fhews the head and neck of
thc thigh bone partially deftroyed, and the
cotylond cavity quite obliterated ; and alfo
mamfcﬁs the precarious and infecure connexi-
on, whlch thefe bones are liable to form from
Slfcafc Confequently it prefents to the eye of
an aftentlve ‘obferver, the caufe of the weak
and paralytlc ftate of the limb, which fome-
" times remains, when the dangerous fymptoms
of the difeafe are pafled over, differing widely
ﬁom the firm anchylofis, exhibited in the
_ fourth phte. It fhews alfo a lateral incurva-
tion of the lower part of the fpine, and con-
traéhon of the fuperior aperture of the pelvis,
both of which circumitances were probably
brought on, by the weight of the trunk
bearing unequally on the os facrum.
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Case XI.

Irg/lanlce of Caries of the Hip Foint, followed
by large Suppurations, finally terminating
in an anchylofed foint. - '

- James MipprEToN, at No. 14, Little
Ruffell Street, Bloomfbury, a boy of a
fair comple'xion, and light hair, born of
healthy parents, in the fifth year of his age, -
met with a ﬂight accident, which was not
much attended to, till he was obferved to
walk lame. Various means were adopted
for his relief, and amongft others, he had
a fmall iffue made by cauftic, in the upper
part of his thigh, which contained only |
three: peas. '

When 1 firft faw him, feven months after-
wards, there was a large abfcefs “formed, ex-
tending from the os facrum behind, to the
trochanter major, the limb‘ was fhortened,
and emaciated, ‘and 'his. gereral health
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was very much affeted. The abfcefs foon
after burft, and he Was confined to his
bed, from weaknefs apparently produced by
the copious difcharges of matter, from re-
péated fuppurations, which continued fuc-
ceflively for eighteen months. During this
time, he was the moft emaciated object I ever
faw, the pain in the hip being fo exceflive,
that it was fcarce poffible to move him in the
bed: His diet was animal foad, ftrang broths,
and porter, all of which he eagerly folicited 3
he reccived much benefit from the peruvian
bark, of which he took large quantities in
powder ; at length he began to recover,
the difcharge of matter decreafed, the pain
. abated, and he became capable of being
moved inthe bed with lefs pain. He has
fince regained his general health, and walks
with the affiftance of a high-heeled fhoe, and
-a ¢rutch ftick ; the joint of the thigh is an-
chylofed ; and as he walks, the progreffive
motion is evidently produced, by a flexion of
the inferior vertebrze of the back, and the
fuperior lumbar vertebra ; thefe feem to bend
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forward in walking, and to carry with them.
the os innominatum, and the thigh, which
are now clearly in a ftate of coglefcchce. _
_On the 2d of March 1793, this boy fell
down, and broke the thigh bone, two inches -
below thé trochanter. The anchylofed joint
was hot injured, or in the leaft affeGted by
the accident, from which he perfe&ly reco-
vered in the ufual time. ‘

Case XII.

Difeafe of the Hip Joint, where the Symp-
toms difappeared without any external appli-

cation, or the ufe of any internal Medicines.

J+» Neiwp, fon of Mr. Neild, apothecary
in Short’s Gardens, St. Giles’s, was, without
any previous indifpofition, attacked with
lamenefs in the right leg; he was of a fair
complexion, fix years of age,\ and apparently
healthy. The limb was elongated, and was--
ted, hc walked very lame, ‘had con{_i)dcrabl/c
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pain in his knee, and thigh, and fuffered 2
little from genercl indifpofition. - No kind-of
medical, or furgical treatment was employed,-
his general ftate of health after improving,
without the ufe of internal medicine, or ex-
ternal application. 1 faw him frequently
during the continuance of his  complaint;
from which he'is now recovered. The limb
is thortened, the trochanter is-'very promis
nent, he halts a little in walking, but has
not ﬁndergone any of the dangerous, and
painful fymptoms, which are ufually fubfe-
quent to this attack.

Case X]H.

An "Abfeefs from Carics of “zl:he' ‘Hip Jéint,
where the wound healed without any ;dg.'ﬁ-
_culty ; the Patient remaininig in good healtk,
with the Inconvenience only of a Stiff Joint.

Tromas HopGkinsoN, a boy of “eight
‘'years of age, was recommended to the Weft-
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minfter General Difpenfary on the 9th of ~
November, 1 790. He had had the fmall pox
four years before, and foon after, without any
previous accident, “he was bferved to walk
lamely, and unfteadily ; he afterwards com-
plained of violent' pain’ in his knee, ‘and the
Emb became elongated. When I firft faw
this patient, there was a large fuppuration
formed on the outfide of his thigh, although
hé was in other refpe@s perfe@ly well, and
free from any {ymptom of genérﬁl dei)ility;
the abfcefs foon after burft, and . healed ina
few months. He has fince contmuecf in good
h‘calth the joint is anchy]ofcd and the Jimb
is fomewhat fhortened. He walks wxfhout
a ftick all the day long. - -
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Case XIV.

A difeafed Hip Joint; térmz'nating in Contrac-
tion of the Limb, and Anchylgfis of the

Joint, without an external Suppuration. .

. Tug following cafe was feen, and princi-
pally attended to, by Mr. Woan., {urgeon, in

'M.ortnm:r ftrect. .
| Maﬂ:cr We——, barn of -healthy parents,
a hv.ely bey, of fair complexion, was in the
full enjoyrment of his health wntil the age of
four years, when he had a frver; and after-
wards the hooping cough, from which reco-
vering flowly, he was fent to Brighthelmftone
~ for the benefit of the fea air, and returned
perfectly recovered: In the winter of 1789,
he received a fall when fliding on ice, but did.
not feem to be materially hurt by it, for he
widlked hpme, and in the afternoon, walked
again the diftance of half a mile to his fchool.
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He did not complain much at that time, but
a few weeks afterwards he was attacked by the
meafles, and foon after his recovery from that
difeafe began to limp, difcovering fome of the
firft fymptoms of difeafed hip joint, namely,
an elongation of the limb, a:pain in his knee,
wearinefs, and fome degree of general debi-
lity. In the fummer of 1790, he was again
fent to the fea fide, and bathed for four
months; he retarned from the fea bathing,
with the difeafe going on its ufual way, the
thigh bone thortening, great pain in the hip
and knee, with a total inability of fetting his
¥oot on the ground. o .

-- Topical bleeding by leeches, and a rcpcatcd

application of blifters, prevented an externil =~

fappuration, which was rapidly advancing,
“I'his young geritleman had a very troubleforme
-enlargement of the tonfils, which -occafioned
‘a -8eafnefs, an ‘uneafy ‘refpiration, and fome
-difficulty in deglution. Thefe circumftances
“induced his parentsto fend him once miore to
the fea fide, from which he returned, without
any confiderable advantage to- the difeafe of
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- the hip joint, although the tonfils were much’
reduced, and confequently his refpiration was
become eafier, and the difficulty in {wallow- .
ing removed. They now determined to reft
his cure .entirely, on ftriét attention to his
gclieral health, to forward which they put
him to fchool in a healthy fituation near
London, with ‘the ftri@eft injunctions to
fupport himfelf thoroughly on his crutches,
and to bear as little as poffible on the difeafed
limb. '

On the 29th of January, 1794, he is daily
‘mending in his health, he ftands ere& on his
crutches, grows taller, and the anchylofis of
the joint feems nearly perfe&t. He can fupport
himfelf, refting his weight on the found limb,

"and on the toes of the other. When he
walks, the progreflive motion of the trunk
feems to be effeGted by a flexion of the whqle
body upon the thigh joint of the found fide,
aided by.a greater degree of motion in the

Jower .vertebra 'than pfually takes place in
fubjeg}s free from this complaint,
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Case XV.

Tue following cafe of difeafe of the hip
joint is not yet completely cured, but ‘I
thought it deferved particular notice, as it is
the only one, which was occurred  to me,
where a fuppuration took place, and the
matter afterwards- difappeared; during’ the
ufe of an iffue made by cauftic, and a great
degree of reft*, which became unavoidable’
from the extreme weaknefs of the patient,
and an abfolute inability of motion in the
part affe@ted. ’

J. Rand, a pale, emaciated boy of feven

/;

* In Mr. Juﬁamond’s works, p. 125, a remarkable cafe’
is related of a difeafe of the lumbar vertebre, in confequence
of which, an abfcefs formed in the groin, under Poupart’s
ligament. This tumour continued of a large fize for four
months, and then gradually difappeared without any furgical
treatment ; the pattent was confined to his bed for twelve
months, and at the end of that time recovered perfettly.

N
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years of age, was recommended to the Weft-
minfter General Difpenfary, in April 1793,
for the difeafe of the hip joint. His general
ftate of health was very indifferent, and he
‘ cqmp!ai:uad. of great pain in his knee, thigh,
and hip: the limb was fhortened, and con-
trated upward to, the abdomen. On the
outfide of the thigh, over the vaftus ex-
| ternus mufcle, there was a fwelling which,
evidently contained a fluid, the tumour was
not however \_}cry prominent, nor painful to.
the touch. - :
Noththﬁagdmg the little chance of fuc-
cefs likely . to be derived from the ufe of
the cauftic in this cafe, I applied it in the
ufual manner, and his mother kept the iffue
open with great, perfeverance ; the boy, how-.
ever, grew worfe in his generalftate of health;
‘the limb became. more fhortened. He was
confined entirely to his bed for the whole
fummer, labouring under the moft profufe
perfpirations, frequent. purgings, and extreme
(.icbil'ity.'v In this ftate he was nourifhed
with ftrong foups, meat, and porter, for all
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of which he was f'rt’qdéhtij‘caﬁtncr ; and bark
2d" opites JWere alfd of great advantaere
to Witm, Coal el e

‘At léngth, when he bégan to régain'foms
firength, and by degrees to turn in the bed,
¥ had the pledfre: of ﬁnding fiie colleftion
of fluid eﬁhre'ly abforbed. “The- limb' now
grows ftrohger, he can puf his toes to thé
ground and” in moving' his ‘body," the difs
éa{éd“jomt' by the affiftance of his hand,
moves “with i Symptoms of ‘dméendment
contmuc cfafly, bigt fill the event of the
cafe ‘may be’ Coftfidered 4§ prccarim‘xs’, for' th
anchylofis is by no means completely formed.
The' patient i§ ‘hxg’ﬁl)" ferophiulous, he lives in .
a clof€, damp apartment,and the approaching
winter mmiay probably’ excite the firumous dia-
thefis i’ the Habxif and ctmfequently exafpe-
raté fie focal complamt.

N’ov I 1793 A '
« Aftef ha\%ino' Enlimérated feveral cafes,
YHere e’ eVeht Was' not wholly unfavour-
ﬁ)l"”’ff': & bit fair to acknowledge, that T
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have feen. inftances of .this difeafe, which
have terminated fatally, where the cauftic
had been applied. But this has happened,
for the moft part, if not always, where the
application was deferred until the limb was
thortened, .and. contra&ed, égd-an external
fuppuration_\ was evidently appraaching, be-
fore the cauftic was applied. I have alfo
feen fome cafes, where the abftefs has been
fuffered - to-burft fpontaneoufly, and where a
cautious management of the ’_-difeéfc has
"been in a great dcgrée adopted, yet the pa_;
tient b has finally fallen a vi&tim to the viqlex;c;_c
of the- dxforder, PP -

.- Buty | amonc all fuch mﬁam:cs, 1 do pqt
rccollc& a. ﬁngle one, whcre fome conﬁdc-
rgblc error had: ‘notj,.talken place in the. maa-
nagement of the cafe; with: fcfpé& to meaiy

 cine, diet, or exercife.. Thc unfortunatc ifug
might ftill be fairly afcribed to the patient’s
having unaveidably been fubje&eJ to z clofe,
and confined ﬁtuatxou, Where the Jadvantages

of a hcalthy atmofphere, and a free cxtculaqu
of good ax,r, the moﬁ eﬁ"cntml .rcqmﬁtcs
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~ recovery, were totally wanting: In pue cafe,
~ to which ] particularly attended, the. patient
was highly\ {crophulous, and for t;wb‘ years
before *his death, was lodged in a cold and
damp fubterraneous _apaftment.’ Another
vnfortanate cafe was the fubje of the narra=
tive immediately following.

! \_-;T T‘GASE XVI

1 Fatal Inftance of Caries of the Hip ‘foint.

'-Aﬁtuouy_MYnn;r., eleven years of age,
was recommended to the Weftminfter Ge«
neral’ Di(penﬁgy.' His parents were both
apparently healthy, and he had not been fub-
je& to any particular complaint till he was
eight years of age, when he was fuppofed
to be-affe€ted by worms. L was informed
- that in the year 1790 he loft the ufe of one
of the lower extremities for fome weeks,
which he afterwards recovered, as I was told;
by means of eledtricity. :
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© WHet Tirft fawhim; the limb was wafted,
and beginting to thorten; he felt great pain in
the *hip joint, and was unable to -wafk. 1
‘made a large iffae with the cauftic, and faw
him' feveral - times ‘afterwards, when heiiap-
peared to be thuch relieved fromy paini. " Never-
thelefs a fuppuration enfued, and he lay
for many months an emaciated objeét; it
being with great difficulty that he could be
moved from the bed. At length he died,
and I was defired to examine the body.

| ‘The fixth plate thews the morbid ftite of
the bones in this fubje&t: the head and great
part of the ficck of the thigh bone-were obli-
* terated ; the cotyloid cavity was thoroughly
difeafed, :the caries extending: from thence,
to the.os 'pubis," ifchion, and even to thé
fpine of the es:ilium. I found; when it
was too late, that for feveral months pre-
vious to his death, he had been lodged in 2
cold, and damp-place, in Lambeth Marfh,
and that his parents had been perfuaded to
keep him to a low diet, principally of milk
and vegetables, although he was calling : per-
petually for animal food and porter,
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- Case XVIK

Dyfeafe of the Hip Joint, where, the Anchy-
- Iofis -being difturbed by external Injury, a
Suppuration in the Joint came on, wlnch Soon
proved fatal.

~ PRR e . .

ON- the 14th of December, 1781, I €g+
amined the hip of —-—— Roberts, a boy
twelve years old, who ‘died the preceding
day, " in confequence of a fever, apparently
produced by a fall, which he. had rccelved a
. fortnight before.

I had feen him feveral times in the courfe
of the two preceding years, with the ufual
fymptoms of elongation of thé limb, and
the pain in his knee. For fome time before,
the limb appeared to be contra&ed, and an -
anchylofis feemed to be forming in the joint,
his general health was mended, and he was

daily fent to a {chool in the ncighbdurhood,
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where he met with the accident. I faw him
a few days before he died ; there was a ten-
fion upon the integuments of the difeafed
part, but no apparent flutuation of matter.
- 1 obtained leave to examine the boc'ly, and in
cutting into the joint, there were two large
fpoonfuls of matter difcharged from the co-
tyloild cavity, the head of the ﬁhigh bone
was entirely wafted, the cavity of the jaint
was carious, and filled up with fungous flefh,
intermixed with bony matter.
" 'The foregoing cafe naturally proves the
“neceflity of ufing the greateft degree of cau-
tion, in the management of patients whilft
an anchylofis of the joint is forming, and par-
ticularly of guarding, as’ much as poffible,
againft every fituation, -and circumftance
likely.to expofe the limb to’ injury, before a
firm uniop has effeGually taken place.
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Case XVIIL

An Inflance of Caries in the Hip Joint, which
after eighteen years continuance provkd fatal,

- from the Patient’s frregularity of Living,

- and from his dlaying afide his Crutches
before an Anchylofis was perfeétly formed.

B——G——, a ftrong and healthy looking

young man, twenty years of age, confulted

me, on account of a finuous fore in the hip.
The particulars of his cafe were, that in
his infancy, his hip was faid to be diflocated
by accident. From that time however, he
had been fubje to fuppurations about the hip
joint, which had frequently given him much
trouble, although they had always finally
healed, with -the inconvenience only, of a
fmall fiftulous fore. He had conftantly wal.
ked with crutches till within the laft year, .

when he left them off, and attempted to
walk with a flick. |
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The motives for his confulting me pro-
ceeded from the limb becoming weaker, the
difcharge from the fore increafing, and his
general health being confiderably impaired.
I foon convinced him of the impropriety of
la}ing afide his crutches, the weight of the

) trunk, which was confiderable, as the patient
‘was inclined to corpulency, preflfed too much
‘'on the diftafed joint. He therefore. refumed
his critches; ufed fea bathing, and in three
months was much recovered. In the courfe
of the two- following years, this unfortunate
yOung than contracted a habit of drinking
fpirituous liquors, the difeafe of the hip joint
was again troublefome, and at laft proved
fatal. - LT

The refle@tions which' this cafe fuggefts,
are dbvio'ué, and manifeft the great dangér of
preffure on the joint, before the anchylofis is
comﬁletely formed. This cafe evinces alfo the
dreadful’ confequcr;'ccs of an'improper mode

‘of living, under the predominant influence of

a ftrumous affe@tion. The difeafe in the

above inftance, as in many others, might
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probably have tefminated favourably, for the
patient was in poffeffion of youth, and ftrong
ffamina of conftitution in refpe to his vital
organs, but unhappily contraéted the deftruc-
tive habit of drinking fpirits. This pernici-
ous cuftom appears in fome conftitutiors to
produce a-ftrimous habit, and feldom fails of
rendering fatal many ftrumous dlfcafes, which
otherwife mlght be palhatcd or even cured

ciedally. 7

e nt o Ohge XIX
P B REN B
A Cafe of Caries'in'the Hip Joint, during the
" pro$hepd of which, the Patient died of a
. Hydrocephalus. internus. .

-
-

' RxcﬁAiiD PuLLEN 'was recommended at
the age of two years, as a patlcnt to the
Weitminfter, General Difpenfary. He was
of 2 fair complexion, born of healthy parents,
temarkably ftrong in the firft year of his life,
{o as to walk alone in the eleventh month,
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At the fime I faw him, he had been lame for
four .mppi_h_si,.,tbe lamenefs having proceeded
from the {mall pox. The difeafed limb: was
vifibly thorter than the other, as he laid upon
his- belly, .the thigh cquld not be. drawn
backwards- without vgreag. pain; the hip
was {welled, and proje@ed -outwards, the
integuments appearing rather .tenfe - on_the
outfide, of the thigh, ncar .the.great tro,
chinter; and he had, moreover, a difficulty
in voiding his urine, which was fometimes
purulent.* '

I made an iflye by, cauftic, in the. ufual
place, not however, entertaining great hopes
of relieving him. He was however, eafier for
fome time, but in the courfe of three months

» The_difcharge of pus or mucus with the arine, is notan
unufual occurrence, nor always an unfavourable one. Hip-
pocrates confidered it as a very probable fymptom of recovery, -
¢ Predi@.” Lib. §i. Se@. vii. Van dér Haar, in the effay
before mentioned, gives fome very interefting and fuccefsful
cafes, wherein this circomftance took place. Sometimes,
however, in the Jatter ftages of the difeaf®, a communication is
opened between the bladder and the difeafed parts, aad the
fuppuration of the joit is difcharged with the urine; but,

this is a very d fferent cafe, and always a fatal one, at leaft it
has teen {o in two inftances which I have feen. E.
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an abfcefs formed,. and burft. He was fup-
ported by proper diet, and bark, and appeared
to be gaining ftrength, when he was attack-
ed with reftleflnefs, and vomiting, fucceeded
by conf’upanon of the bowels, dilated pypils,
convulﬁon, and .{’tupor1 i:ymptoms clearly,
ﬂxewm ga hydrocephalus mtemus, whxch foon,
after proved fatal to hlm : L

1 opened hnm, and fq‘;nd three ounces of;
water in the ventncles of . the bram, the,
futures of the fkull not bemg clofed“ Wxth
regard to the hip joint, the carnlacre of the
t}ugh bone was abraded, the cotylond camty
cgnﬁderably dxfeafed, th.lt part w{here the
h]gamcntum teres. is attached ,being almoft
corroded through the fubﬁauce of the bone,
In another part of the cavity, nearer the fora«
men, the head of the thigh bone feemed to be
ina ptoccfs of uniting itfelf to the acetabu-
lum coxendicis, where an ufeful anchyloﬁs
might probably have been formed, if the child
had-fuzvived the hydrocephalus,

(1,0 " a0
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- . Cast' XX

¢ ‘I'HE followmg narrative is taken from that

uab1c collection of Greek ﬁxrgcry, publith-
ed at Plorence in 1754, by Antonius Coc-
chius. It is extracted from a note, wherein
the editot remarksquou d paﬂ'age of Afcle-
pladcs, it order t6 ihew ‘the attention of that ’
cetebrated phyhcnn to dlfcafcs in general, ‘anid
partlc’ﬁfavlv to the COmPIahmt of the hxp Jomt
Afclepisdéds; Who- ‘appears o hiave” wiitter
fothe cotmhcntancs ort the' works-of I-i’lppo-
Crdtes; Wch’h are now almoﬁ totatfy ioft;
fiys, ¢ Thit he had tnet with tws patients,
¢¢ labouting under this dnfcafe, one of whoni
¢ \was a native of Paris, who had neither
““ been ‘thtdwn down, nor bruifed; yet the
“’ difeafs beginning with a pain in the lower
' extremity, he was confined to his bed: for
¢ three months, the “head of the thigh boné
¢ being finally thrown out of its proper fitu-

 ation.
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- The other cafe which occurred to himy.
was that of a player, to whom the fame cir-’
cumftance happened, the head..of the thigh -
bone being removed fram the cavity of the
joint; without external vidlence. '

Cocchius fays, ¢ Thefe cafes-of difeafe of
the hip joint. being very rare, it thews, that
Afclepiades employed himfelf for a long- time -
in vifiting patients. I'had once, fays he, ani:
opportunity in the year. 1745, of opening a:-
moan. who died of the hip 'difcafe, in whom
the head of the thigh bone was' removed
from its proper fityation, The name of the-
patient, who' was -a' fervant 'of mine, was”
Dominico Palatio, his right leg had -been
Wéaker than the other from his infancy, and’
feemed longer, fo-that in walking he appeared
to go rather lame.

When he was thirty-three years of age,' he
fell from his horfe, and his'right thigh was
cruthed " upon - the ground, but not fo ‘much
hurt, as to prevent “him“ from finithing' a
journey of two. days on *herfeback. He res
maihed .well for two months; but 'having
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another journey to perform in the month of
January, he was fuddenly feized with a
violent pain, from the hip to the fole of his
foot, as he got off from his horfe, and walked
in heavy boots. This pain gave way in
fome meafure, but never entirely left the
joint of the hip ; he went through his ufual
bufinefs in the day, without much inconve-
nience, but towards the evening, the pain
and weaknefs returned ; {o that at the end of ‘
the manth, he could neither walk, nor ftand.
When he was in a horizontal pofition, there
appeaxfcd’ no fwelling; byt upon attempting
" to raife his thigh, he was ianftantly feized
with ' an acute pain in the hip. The difeafed
limb, was now an inch longer than the other,
the thigh was wafted, and he had no power
of raifing it, although the rotatory motion
" of the limb ftill remained.
~ Aflow fever foon camevou, attended with
an atrophy of the whole body, and at the end
of a month, a large tumour thewed itfelf on
_the og(t_ﬁdc of the thigh, below the great
trochanter, not painful to the touch, but



[193 ]

evidently ‘containing a fluid. This tumour
maturated flowly, ‘although proper applicati-
chs were ufed to haften its fuppuratxon In
the latter end of April, it was opened by
~ incifion, and a fmall quantity of thin inodo-
dorous matter was difcharged. The wound
was fomented, and otherwife attended to for
a lopg time, and fometimes appcarcd clean
and healthy, at other times foul and putrid..

At the fame time, he feemed to raife his
leg with more facility, but foon after, a fever
came. on, attended with fhiverings, and a
confiderable {welling took place on the hip,
and in the groin. ‘The foot alfo fwelled, the
leg became incapable of motion, and from
being longer than the found one, it was
‘now fhorter. A quantity of matter iffued
from the wound which diminithed the tu-
mour,A and a globular hard fubftance was
perceived in the groin, which was conjec-
tured to be the head of the thigh bone,
Matter continued difcharging daily, ecither
fpontancohﬂy, or from preflure; at lcngth‘

S
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it leflened in quantity, the ulcer became
white and dry, the patient funk under-ex-’
tr.'eme weaknefs, and at laft died from &
flight inflammation in the Iungs. :
' The diffeGtion of the body exhibited to
view a quantity of matter, which filled up
~ the interftices of the re@us, and vaftus ex-.
ternus mufcles, from the hip downward to
the knee. The pofterior mufcles,  parti-
cularly the gluteus ' maxim\us,. where ‘it is
,'c‘onn,_e&e‘d with the ,thigh Bone, the glu-
taeus _mcdfus, ‘and minimus, and all the
flehy fubftance from the fpine of the ilium
' l);ackﬁrard:.-lﬁchind the trochanter major, were
affeted by the difeafe, a few mufcular fibres
alone rcmammg, fo that the furface of the
os ilium was cnnrcly expofcd and appa-
rcntly corroded The head of the thigh
bone, removcd from its focket lay mward,
on thc _upper edcc of the cotyloid cavity,
held in that ﬁtuatxon, by its connexion with
thc pfoas, and 1l1acus internus mufcle, the
capfular ligament of the joint, and the round
_ hgamcm were ruptured, and difolved inta
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mﬁtter, the cartilage of the head of the thigh
bone, and that of the acetabulum, were cor+
" roded, and the bony furfaces ' were  rough |
from caries. From all thefe circumftances it
appeared, that the difeafe 6riginated in the
cavity of the joint, that an-abfcefs formed in
that part, either from inflammation proceed-
ing from external injury, or from the parts
being from a previous ferophulous taint, pre-
difpofed to this difeafe.” ' :
~ This cafe of Cocchius, thews an inftance

of the hip difeafe, which frequently" occurs.
It holds out a proper caution to . patients,
who are predifpofed to this complaint by a
ftrumous habit, to avoid fuch fituations as

may expofe them to external accidents, and -

confequently to an aggravation of the dif-
cafe. It alfo fhews, like many other cafes
.which are recorded, the fatality of the com-
plaint, when an external abfcefs takes place,
and particularly, if that abfces is made the
objec of furgical operation. ‘

~
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The foregoing cafes of the difeafe of the
hip joint, - were principally fele@ed from the
great variety, prefented for admiffion at the
Weftminfter General Difpenfary. It would
have been-eafy to have added many more,
as patients lobouring under this diforder,
apply in great numbers, to inftitutions of a
fimilar nature to that, with which I was for
many years conne&ed. They are in a great
meafure excluded from hofpitals, both on
~ account of the length of time, which their
cures require, and likewife from the indif-
pen-fablc- neceflity of having as good air, as the
" metiopolis affords, to cooperate with, and
facilitate the means ufed for their’ recovery.
It-has been my ftudy, not to obtrude a multi-
plicity of cafes, refembling each ather in their

leading circumftances. Thofe which are ftated
 bave been fele@ed with a_view of fhewing
the origin, progrefs, and termination of the
compldint 5 its general effe@ts when left to the
powors of nature alone; and the beneficial
cohfcqﬁénccs, likely to refult from the efforts -

-
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of medical and furgical aid, . feafonably admi-
niftered.

T flatter myfelf, that an attempt to explain-
the pathology of a difeafe, in the treatment of
which I have been long converfant; will
meither be confidered as prefumptuous, nor
condemned as unfervicable, At all events
‘an endeavour to draw the attention of furgeons
to a fubje&t fo important, and engage them to
* the confideration of the various means ufed
for the relief of a diforder, fo frequent in its
occurrence, and fo, pregnant with dangerous
confequences, cannot bé deemed an under- ‘
‘taking ufelefs in its tendency, however de-
feGtive it may be in its execution. It fhall
certainly be my future ftudy, to avail myfelf
of every opportunity which may occur of
rendering thefe obfervations lefs imperfet.
But the difeafe itfelf is fo protralted in its
duration, and complicated with fuch a variety
- of weighty circumftances, alldemanding the -
ferious notice and mature confideration of an
attentive prattitioner, that it perhaps requires
- more time; and greater experience to elucidate
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- caufe of this difeafe, is an objet of rational

‘and ufeful inquiry, as there is not, in the

whole circle of . human maladies, any oge,

- with refpe® to which there is a greater

neceflity of applying the wife and falutary

mode recommended in the Latin provérb,
Venienti agcurrite morbo.

Above all, it would be-of the greateft con-
fequence, by the help of frequent diffections,
to fix upon true principles, the morbid ana-
tomy of the hip joint, as well as that of every
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other joint, in its earlieft ftate of difeafe.
Opportunities of inveftigation can happen but.
feldom; it is the duty therefore of every
furgeon to avail himfelf of all thofe which
offer. It is the misfortune of mankind, that
pra&icc is too often founded upon a vague
and uncertain defcription of difeafes, whilft
labour, attention, and perfeverance; might

have introduced precifion, and certainty.
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SECT. VL

Remarks on White Swellings of the Knee, and

on the Caries of the Joint of the Wrift, with

| Cafes; to which ¢s annexed, a Cafe Qf Incur-
vation, and Caries of the Spine.

—

Obfervations on the Ufe of Cauftics, in White
Swellings of the Knee.

WHEN a remedy has been experienced to
be produttive of good effe®s in any one
difeafe of dangerous tendency, it becomes the
duty of the pradtitioner, to apply it to thofe
which feem to be of a fimilar nature; and
efpecjally to fuch, as have hitherto refifted
the ufual means of relief. The white fwel-
ling of the knee is a complaint, fimilar to
the carious incurvation of the fpine, and to
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the caries of the hip joint. If its progrefs be
fometimes different, and if its fatality be
occafionally more obvious ; although at other
times, it may feem to yield more readily to
 the methods adopted for its cure, the reafon
for fuch a diverfity in its progrefs, and event,
will pxlobably be found in circumftances at-
tending its local fituation, and not -in the
eriginal nature and caufe of the complaint.
The pradtice of the Greek furgeons, for
this difeafe of the kpee joint, was to make
topical iffues by the actual cautery, and fince
experience has fully thewn the propriety of
the revival of that pra&i.ce for the relief of
* the carious fpine; under the form of a po-
tential cautery, carious joints in all parts of
the body, and particularly that of the knee,
have been again fubjeted to this treatment.
It is well known now, however, -thit the
application has not been equally fortunate 'in
ailments of the kné¢ joint, and an eminent
phyfician has imputed this failuré, and want
of fimilar fuccefs, to the diftance of the part
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affe@ed, from the center of the circula-
tion*. . -

In a paper, publithed in the Medical Fa&s,
Vol. IV. p. 158, the failure feems to be more
| eafily and better explained, by ftating the
difficulty of applying the cauftic near enough
to the difeafed part. Proceeding on this -
opinion, the author diréés the application
of the cauftic to be made Qn the integuments,
covering the external condyle of the thigh
bone, as being moft contiguous to the parts
affeted with difeafe. The refult of this
pradtice is communicated in three cafes, and,
although they were not all finally fuccefsful,
fo as to reftore the limb to a perfe@ convalef-
-cence, they ferve, neverthelefs, to thew the
advantage of topical iffues, and, particularly
manifeft the propricty of ufing them as near
as poffible to the feat of the difeafe.

I have for many years »applied cauftics, both
_ above and below the internal condyle of the
thigh bone, for white fwellings of the knee,

% See Vol. IIL. of Mr. Earle’s edition of Mr. Pott’s
works, p. 498.
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with various fuccefs. I have remarked that
where this plan difappointcd my hopes, and
where-a fuppuration of the joint took place,
notwithftanding this mode of treatment, that
the inflammation in a}moﬁ every cafe .arofe,
and that. the matter colleGed, gencrally
made its way outwards, on the external fide
of the knee. Obferving this fact repeatedly,
I was led to conceive; that the cauftic
in the manner I ufed it, checked the progrefs
of the difeafe as far as it had influence,
but that its influence was not {ufficiently
powerful to pervade the whole cavity of
the joint. - ‘

~Since the publication of Mr. Crowther’s
paper, I have, .in a bad cafe of white {wel-
ling of the knee, made two large efchars,
above and below the external condyles .of
the thigh bone, in addition to two .chcrs,'
which I had beforec made with the lapis'in-
fernalis, on the infide of the. joint.. ‘Thé pa-
tient foon felt a fufpenfion of pain, and fome
abatement of the {welling, from this appli-
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-cation, and the progrefs of cure appears to be
gding on favourably.

It may be apprehended, that there are
other very material circumftances, which
operate to the difadvantage of this remedy,
when applied to the caries of the knee, or
of the ankle joint. The circumftances I here
allude to, are, the preflure which the difeafed \
part rccjeivcs from the weight of the trunk;
and the mufcular motion to which it is natu-
rally liable, and which it unneceffarily receives,
from the exertions of the patient. To thefe
caufes principally, in addition to what Mr.
Crowther has fuggefted, may be afcribed much
of the frequent ill fuccefs which attends the
treatment of difeafed joints, in the lower
“extremities. |

- Notwithftanding thefe obje&ions to its ufe,
the application of cauftics, in white fivel-
lingé of the knee, is found to be a remedy
of great efficacy. In many cafes, it claims
a ‘decided preference to blifters, irritating
phifters, or finapifns, the furgeon being
enabled at the fame time that he is purfuing .
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a rational plan in ufing cauftics, to employ

alfo other -efficacious means. He is not
precluded from availing himflf, ~of the ufe

of topical bleeding by leeches, of fritions

of mercurial ointment, of fomentations of fea

water, or of the folution of fal ammoniac, of
the plaifter of gum ammoniacum, and fquills,

or even of blifters.

- The cafes of white fwelling of the knee,
in which I have found the apphcatlon of
cauftics combpletely fuccefsful, have been
thofe whigh are defcribed by Mr. Bell, as
rheumatic*
been little, or no flu&tuation of fluid in the
cavity of the joint, and no difcoloration of

hite fwellings, where there has

the integuments but where_ an' enlargement
of the knee has taken place, attended with

great pain in moving the part, and fometimes
" a total inability of motion.

. In fuch cafes, patients have often prcvnoufly
complained of weaknefs, and pain in the joint,
which has probably fubfifted for a long time,
coming on_at intervals, increafed by fudden
changes of the weather, and aggfavatgd by
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flight external accidents, but thefe {ymptoms
having been confidered as rheumatic, have not
been much attended to. /

In fuch cafes, barticularly in adult fubjeds, -
when the difeafe has increafed, {0 as to require
furgical affiftance, copious and repeated bleed-
ings By leeches, and the applicarion of
cauftics, have feldom failed to produce a
complete cure. But when the patient was
very young, and of a fcrophulous habit, or
when the accumulation of fluid in the joint,
w}lxether,matter, or- glary fluid, was confider- -
able ; -or when the patient, perverfely, or in-
difcreetly accuftomed himfelf to move the
limb, in “order to’ prevent a ftiffnefs, or
contra&tion of the joint; I have feldom feen
more than temporary relief procured by this,
or indeed by any other method of treatment. -
Such cafes have finally terminated, either in a
contratted, anchylofed joint; or fymptoms
have come 'on, which have produced the
unhappy alternative of refigning the limb
by amputation, or of giving up every hope of .



The period of |

. treatment of the white fwelling of the knee,
has been, as far as I have obferved, in a2 mid-
dle flate, from twenty to' forty-five years of
‘ age—. In very young children, a ¢arious ftate
of the bones which form this joint, tdo often
terminates ‘unfuccefsfully. The difturbance,
to which the parts are liable from their
natural reftlefshefs, or from ‘the frequent
motion to which, at their’ early age, they
are fubjeQed by the ‘officioufnefs of theis
attendants, occafions’ more irritation ;6 the
part affe@ted than aduilts are likely to receive,
who are eafily perfuaded to adopt a ftate
of quietude for the benefit of the difeafed
limb. In veryold fubjeéts, the circulation
is too languid to admit of much hope of
fuccefs ; and in women, during a ftate of
pregnancy, or of la&étion, the procefs of

cure goes on very unfavourably.
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Cask. l.

A Wlute Swellmg of the Knec cured by Iffués
. made by Cayflic.

In May 1787, John Hennis, thirty-four
years dfage', - tall thin man, of a fallovi
complexion, with dark haxr, -and black eyes,
naturally fubje to a winter cough, was re-
commended to the Weftminfter ‘Genersl
Difpenfary, for a ftrumous enlargement of
the teftis, for which he underwent the opera-
 tion of extirpating the difeafed part. A forts
~ pight afterwards,- he complained of uneafinefs
in his right knee, which was found to be
fwelled, and painful, particularly on the infide
of the patella; the leg and thigh were foori
after wafted, and the knee was ftrongly
contraéted, with a total inability of extending
the joint, or of moving it, without the utmoft
pain. -

P



iate fafpenfiomof pain, frors thelapplication of
tbﬁf@‘!‘ﬁﬁ?ﬂh MBﬁ;ﬁ.hﬁ' firfti night, - e dlept
wedl without. Jaudasims, althaugh, during fe+
exceflive, that it could. not. be palliated! by
opiates.. . Six menths; elapfed:;before bel:war
perfe@ly well., 'He; has preforvedithe: uf of

his. Jimb,, fo.as. ta:purfie bis bufinefe at s
time. as 4, Rsewer's, forunt;s the: iffacs: weso
kept: open, for- eighteen «menthe, -and:during
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| that pcnod; ‘He felt inconvenience. whcnchr
they wére.negle@ted. . . T i
... Jni the year. 1791, ‘the man dppﬁed dgai‘d’ |
for affiftancé, for a chain of difeafed glands
in his_neck, whieh extended from ear to eari
Thefe fwellings after a-long time fuppurated;
and he recovered alfo: from this ftrurious
attack. On the 19th' of March. 1794, Iﬁvé
him again, and found that he remalhe& per‘ '

&&&ytwdli ,".-.'ﬂ -.__ e sl , )

Camf 1. AL &wp IV,
Thm Iﬂﬂmces qf White .S"wellmgs qf the Knee
- Yaint, cured by Iffiies made by Cauflic, and

by mpmted Bleedmgs with: Leeches '

lu tbe morith:of ]unc, 1791, T -was defired
t_o vifit. Mfts; Squlrcs, wife of Mr. Squires,
wige morchant, iy Catherine Street, near the
Strandy. : She-weas thirty years. of age, of a
pale, upheplthy afpe&, but had enjoyed a
tolegable ftate of health, till the was attacked
with a violent pain in her knee, in the pre-
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ceding month. of February.” This pain had
continued increafing, and when I faw her;
the leg and thigh were emaciated, the knee
- was fwelled, exceedingly ‘painful, and con-
tralted fo much, that # was ;impraicable
to extend it, -without giving her the moft
exquifite paits She had applied a variety of
fome‘nﬁtions,.’and ‘poultices to the part, and
ufed mauy integial medicines, without any
benefit ; the only refource, which. the found
for alleviating the pain, was in large dofes
of laudanum. The limb could nb_t' be mo-
ved in the bed, por colild the bear:the preflure
of the bed cloaths on the part; there was
however no fluGuation of fluid in.the joint. "\
- I ordered twelve leechies to bc.imm‘édiatcly
applied to the knee; thefe were\ repeated -in
a few days, and afterwards a large blifter
was laid over the - whole difeafed. part. " This
mode of treatmens. was Centidued. for three
weeks, dufing whicli?*tin;:I there 'was - Bt
little remiffion. of the fymptoms:s-her Kie#
'remaix}ed exceedingly painful,. 4tid - the could
not"be removed from the bed. The' quan-

, ) N oo ,_4'.,:
coren e Dot oy ok A S R
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tty,. of  laudanum, however, had been
d.i';r;iuilhéd‘ A _plaifter, .compofed of gum
ammomacum and the vinegar of fqmlls, _
recommended by Dr. Swedxar, was next
apphed__to the knee; this was renewed
fcycral times, andthc compofition made as
fhmulatmg ‘as - poffible by the addition of
powdered fquills ; it gave much local irritation,
but the knec remained. equally painful, {wel-
led, and contr@&ed _ g
.‘Two large-iflues were then made above,
and below the knee, by penciling the inte--
guments with the lapis.inferpalis; I called
uppnvhcr in a few days after, and .found ‘her
eafier..  She was now di:e&ed/to koep a
p;llow under the knee, and to extend it as
much as poflible, without ufing- vielence.
The: iflues foon dnfchargcd frecly, and their
fprfaces were frcqncntly fpnnklcd with pow-,
dered canthandes
tbc plcafure of fcemg ber pcrfc&ly recovcrcd._
During the time of ‘my attendance, upwards,
of five hundred Jeeches, were applied to the
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knec, and'to the difcharge of blood, procured
by them, fHe attribated her recovery. When-
ever fhie felt any increafé of pain, recourfe
was ‘had to this mode of bleeding, which
always relieved het. ‘The iffues, were kept
open for a year hftcrv#drd ; in Deccmbcr,
1792, they were dried up ; .the has now the
perfect ufe of her joint, and is able to walk
feveral miles in'ihe .courfe of the day. =~
Mrs. Roffe, wife of Mr. Roffe, 'timber
merchant, in Princes Street, St. Ann’s,
Soho, had for fome years been fubje® to a
pain ip: the kiee, which was increafed on
)c:"«rcryl c¢hange of ‘the weather, after under-
goitig--any' dsidotrithon fitigue, or mectiug
withahyecidental fall," to which the weak-.
nefs' ¢f-the joint made Her very liable. - She
it ¥ tne i’ ‘Dicerhber; ‘1791, “at which
timé, the * complaitit’! Was glowing much
worfe, fhe could not ftand on the limb, it
was cxtrcme_ly .painful,” much ‘contrated,
and c’vér'y‘ effort to extetid it, ‘produced a’
confiderable increafe of pain. The lifb was'
wafted both above and below thie part affec-'
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ted, but her htalth in' other rcﬁ:c&s was
perfe@ly good. et

I ordered the part to be bled with leeches,
afterwards a ftrong folution of fal ammioniac

‘was apphed toit; this treatment was coriti- . -

nued for feveral days, without any vifible fign
of amendment ; -and repeated blifters were
alfo employed without any advaiitagé. "I
then made two iffues, as in the foregoing
cafe, the good effe@s of which were quickly
obvious, from the remiffion of the pain, and
from the power of extending the limb being:
reftored to her. She Had'more than feventy
Jeeches applied to the kﬁce, ~i'ecpvércd entire-
ly -in three montlis; and is at this. time
perfe@ly well, but ftill keeps one of the iffacs

In this cafe, as'well asin the blséceaii;'g
one, very little medicine tvas given ;- the
formér patient was of a debifitated habit,
and reaped great advantage from preparations
of bark.: TFhe Taft mentioned patient was
of a full, plethoric conftitution, and the
~cure was promoted by a low regimen of
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diet, and the occafional ufe of apcnent
medicines. '

On the 19th of March, 1790, Mary Cuf-
ter at No. 20, St. Alban’s Street, Pall Mall,
forty-two years of age, was recommended
as a patient to the Weftminfter General
Difpenfary.. I was informed that the had
been confined to her bed for four weeks, on
accouat -of a painful {welling of the knee
joint,-.-which had been confidered as rheuma-
tic, and that leeches, and cataplafms, had
been repeatedly épplied toit. I found that
her general health had been always perfectly
good, hut that for fome time paft the had
been fybject to a weaknefs in this joint.

This laft attack had come on fuddenly,
after . fome fatigue in her bufinefs, which
was, that of a laundrefs. The knee was con-
fiderably {welled, and fo irritable, that it
could not be moved from the pofition in
which it lay, without the utmoft pain, nor
could fhe fuffer the weight of the bed cloaths
to prefs upon it. If it was attempted to be
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raifed in (he moft gentle manuer by thc heel, "
the pain was iofufferable ; the kin appwed
 fhining, and tenfe on the knee, and the limb
was. wafted, bothaboveandbelow thc
joint.
I dire@ed ten. leeches to be mﬁantly ap-
plied, to the moft painful part of the _)Olllt,
and the following day it was covered with a’
large blifter, This plan. of topxcal bleedmg
and bliftering was continued for two months,
during which time, feventy leeches and fix
blifters had been applied, at the end of that
period, I found the pain .of the joint was
greatly removed. The knee, however, re-
mained fwelled, and was totally incapable of
mouon. On the 24th- of May the cauftics
were apphed as_in the foregomg cafes; in
three days fhe could move the lxmb with
fome eafe, and from that hmc, a favour-
~ able alteration was evident.
~ In the middle of June, the ‘could put her
- leg, and foot to the grounci; and could ~bénd_,
 and extend the joint with great facility. She
kept feven peas in cach iflue, but as the
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lomt bééatie m‘ongcr, ‘the gradually 1éffen-
&4 thie’ num&rof h¥ pois: SO the “ift of
‘\g'éuﬁ 1‘/92 “this patinéfn(t eﬁﬂéd"upm R+ (A
and faid’ Her ‘K’ WiE p‘él"ﬁé'tly well, that
ﬂ1e could walk feveral miles in the day,
fhouf mconf?‘eméncé ai{d‘ tl'lat “the kept
No mtcrnal’ médicines wcfcﬂiﬁa n this cdfe,
exceptm océaﬁonaﬂy, i foTufion of comn!od‘ ‘
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An frg/l'a'ric‘c: of Ciries of the lnlet Foilt, tared
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gf the Cufé bemfi‘i ctb‘?ﬂflly kept Jn :an eX-

iemledﬁqfhon oy . u..u .y RRT

SRS RIETE B TRNSN ( TTOE SRR L. oa

Mns. Mon'ron, ata'.Nd "'lﬁs, S’Walldi#’
Strcet a thm, d‘éixdﬁte wdﬁm‘,"tﬂlrty years
df a e, fﬁb]ed 'th no pax‘tn:ulzﬁ' ¢hionic difeafe, |
was fcwe.d' X thc 5tl’1 ofAho‘ﬂﬂ 1789, in
the nigh, Twith 1 viclent! pain in the knee,
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attended with a fever, which was confidered
as theumatic. The following dy, ‘finding-
herfelf unable to walk, and that her knee s
much {welled, the apphed to an apothecary in
the neighbourhood, by whofe advice; fhe- was
bled in.the arm, and had fix leeches applied to
her knee; fomentations, céfaplafmé,.. and 2
volatile embrocation were glfo"applied to the
part affeted. - s '

On ‘the 20th of Auguft, fhe was ‘recom-
ménded to the Weﬁmmﬁer General lepcn-
fary, and the knee was found to be confiderably
fwelled, exceedingly painful, incapable of the
leaft miotion, or even of bearing the preffure
of thc bed cloaths; 'thcrq was no external
inflammation, but, Aeviden‘tly; a colle&ion of
Aloid in’ the joint. T~ directed lecches to .
be again applied, "and-‘tloths dlpped in a
ftrorrg folution of fal: ammoniac to be con-
ﬁantly kept wet on the knee ; ; gentle fa-
lide laxative medicines were alfo ufed, as
fhe had" a fymptomatic fever. ~‘This me-
thod having been continued for ten days,
without yroducing any good effet, the fo- .



) ] 220 j

lution of fal ammoniac was left off, and
the part .was rubbed twice a “day, ,with
hhlf a dram of ftrong mercurial ointment,
ta which were added ﬁve grains of cam-
' .phu'e, ,dunng this trcatment ‘the f{welling
ina ﬁnall .degree diminithed, but the: pam
jn the Jomt continued.

On the 15th of Scptcmber, 1 rubbed thc
lapxs mfcrnahs, above, and bclow the Jomt,
{o as to produ¢e an c.char, at lca& one inch
m _diameter, and formcd -an 1ﬂ'uc in. both
placcs, capablc of holdmo ten, or twclve
peas. .. S . -
~.On the 16th of O&ober, thcrc had bccn no
beneﬁt denvcd from this management of the
cafe, except that the fluid in the joint feemed
to be in fomc mcafugc abforbed, - ‘The pain
m thc kncc was {hll v1olant, thc leg, and

thlgh much wafted, the anclc azdematouﬂ,

and thc flighteft motion of the Jomt Was atn
tended wnth the moﬁ cxcruclatmo pam. , The -
fné‘uon Qf thc me{cunal omtment waé ol
tnmcd and the ;Hucs dnfcharoed freoly -_'( 3
N ovcmbcr loth the fame plan was €on-

*\ 2 N [4
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riued, - with the occafional ufe of the bark,
4s.fhe was inclined to: colliquative fweats at.
vight. - Theo 'limb begantd contrad :witly
the¢ knec bent, a pofition, which ufually takes
place in the:white fwelling of this jdint ; ' fhe
kept it, however, refolutely extended, toui-
teratting the tendency' to ﬂcmon, by bélﬁ'ers
placed underneath the knee, .-~ ~-oiuit 0 v
-On the, 20th. of December;: :.thg'r’ fiwellinig:
of -the joint, was ‘abated, her general: bealth’
was much' mended, the limb ‘wae flill wafted,”
but by: grafping her thigh with both: hands;’
i';nwa,s} found that the ;was :capable.-of fnoving"
the. wholg lower extremity.. Fhe.foot “was;
a.@"e&cd ‘l‘?x this motion, bﬁing turned inward;>
(;r outward, :as fhe direted -the- rotatory:
qxotloa of thc thigh, a proef,- that an anchy-
lofis, was_forming. in: the. -knee:joint. - She:
cqnt;pu_e@to preferve a ‘horizontal pofitiot, :
and to keep, thelimb fteadily: extended:

“On the 18th of January, 1790, fhe-atd
tempted 10,84t,qut of bed, butiwedniequehce
found-the knee-much worfe, and .the' fymips:
to:pfnc fcv:r gcnewcd Being now fepfible, -
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that her cure depended principally on reft, the
lay quietly for two months. longer, at the end
of which period the was occafionally taken.
from the bed;. but many months fhil
elapfed, before her hmb was in the leaﬁ:’
ferviceable. . ~ - - R
She walked: afterwards for eighteen’ months
with crutches, and her recovery feemed to be
retarded: b); fome unfortunate circumftafices.
Thc‘hufband was. .padr, and obliged to move’
his family to different. parts of the town,
the was twice ‘pregnant during her illnefs,
and obferved 'to. me, that her knee _nevci'
grew ftronge?, when: fhe: waé%vﬁ'hchxld, _
or giving fuck. She was onck récorimended ‘
to dry up her ifaes; but -fourid the knee in
confequence much: Hqcakeh ‘She’ at féveral .
" times applied to irreBuley e ‘6hérs, who
‘advifed her to-endeavéuf “toltifove the Jomt,
and admmnﬁered'» their {ﬁ&éxﬁc"oﬂs for that
pyrpofe. T Jtwuil o LB DL 10U
- c~Lime, “howcnr, lm*ﬁtisﬂe&her of ithe’
neceflity, of preferving -the firtm coalefcence'
in. thie joint, which mature has -formed.’ The

{
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limb is perfe&ly anchylofed, the union be-
tween the condyles of the thigh bone, and
. the upper head of the tibia, being complete, -
She is capable of walking feveral miles in

the day, without much inconvenience, but
does not yet truft herfelf in the ftreet with-

out a ftick, although in 'going about the
houfe, the does not avail herfelf of that af
fitance. She is now accuftomed to the in-
convenience of a fliff joint, but in walking
cannot move the limb in a plain re&ilinear

. progreffion, but defcribes, as it were, the por-
tion of a circle, much in the fame manner as
thofe do, who have a wooden leg.
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Remarks on the Caries of the Joint of the
. Wrift, with Cafes.

IT has been well obferved, by Mr.. Jufta-
mond*, that it is one of the greateft defide-
rata in furgery to be able, either to affift na-
ture in the formation of an anchylofis, or to
form one by the affiftance of art, where na-
ture does not feem difpofed to do it. This is
aremark, to the truth of which every prati-
tioner will accede, althbugh the difficulty of
accomplifhing either of thefe objeéts muft b_f:
acknowledged. It is, perhaps, eafier to fay, .
what kind of furgical practice will not affift
nature, in effefting the procefs of anchylofis,
than to explain in what manner furgical
means can affift her, in forwarding it.

.The opening into difeafed ‘joints, the paf-
fing of a feton, or the injefting of fluids

into their cavity, will certainly not aid the

* See Juftamond’s works, by Houlfton, p. 229,
' Q
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convalefcence of the part. The formation of
anchylofis is a procefs of nature, in which fhe
is herfelf the chief agent, in the relief of dif-
orders otherwife incurable. But here however, -
it thould be obferved, that anchylofis, under
the ufual acceptation of the word, isnot to be
always confidered asa-cohefion of the extremi-
ties of bones. In fome inftances it is produced
by the rigidity, or ftrong contra&ion of muf-
cles, the bones and cartilages which compofe
“the joint, being confidered as free from carious
taint. In this view of thingsit is of the utmoft
importance in furgery, ta afcertain the pro-
priety of giving motion to.jotints, or of refrain-
“ing from fuch attcmpfs, where there is a dif-
‘pofition to anchylofis,
- If this tendency to anchylofis be created
folely by the contracion of mufzles, the attempt
to produce motion is obvioufly ufeful ; but, on
the contrary, if the difficulty in moving the
part, and the paixi. which accompanieé this en-
deavour, be caufed by caries, it muft be confi-
dered, whether every effort of this kind
does not aggravate the original difeafe, by
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excitingioflammagion, and caufingthefecretion
-of matter; both of which cifcumftances
have a material influence in producing an
.unfortunate termination of the malady. But -
a ftate of quietude in this cafe, favours theope-
ration of - remedies, gives time for the re-
fources of nature to take place, and even .
if the caries thould be fa far gone, that anchy-
lofis muft unavoidably be the only means of
cure, it fuffers that natural procefs of the
_ conftitution to go on to its completion, in

the fpeedieft and beft manner poffible.

There is no joint in the body more fub-
je& to caries. than that -of the wrift ; from
its fituation, and from the number of {mall
benes, which compefe this joint, it is ex-
pofed to a variety of accidents, which bring
on difeafes of bone. Notwithftanding thits
propenfity, it more eafily admits of cure,
‘when it is affeCted by caries, than many-
other joints. It is without difficulty kept in
‘a3 ftate of quietude, and not having -atﬁ-.
‘preflurs. to: fupport from-the ‘trunk, the
Lhfual, meany adopted for.chegsing the difpo-
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Aition to.: caries, are  often” faddelsful;. and
even 'if: the progrefs of ‘carles: be'farther
~advanced,: fo . that .an -anthylofis becomes
;neceflary .to. preferve the.dimb,; this joint,
-as well as that-of the elbow, is moft éafily Tuf-
-ceptible of that advantage,) and a ‘very ufs-
iful limb is often-preferved, although a con-
fiderable . deftruction .of bonei.and camlagc
Smay havc taken place, ' "ioium fiin

5 ) GStRITOINLY L L )
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o -»—-33-——n1-v Servant ton gcntlemnun
ngrtland Place, fuffered a.:;flight .contu-

fion in:the palm of the hand,: by bruifing it
- -with an iron fkewer. .She felt :no immediate
-inconvenience ' from' the - accident;..ahd, ias
there - was no external wound, purfued her
.‘yfqal bufipefs, The following: day, -.her
',ha.ud was {lightly. fwelled, and .when L faw
2 few. .days. afigrwards, the - {welling! ex-
stpnded -up the fore arm;,. but affetted princj-
-pally the wnd, .thedbatk:sf othe <hand, ‘4fd
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ﬁngers, which were all cedematous. There
was no tenfion of the fkin, inflammation, or
tendency ‘to external” fuﬁpuraﬁon, but the
complained of a violent pain in the joint
of the wrift.. A »
- -Famentations, -.and - poultices of* various
biitdls were applicd fof feveral days, afd anc--
dyhes.donftantly adminifterdd; butno rerhil-
fion ‘of pain could be procured.. rStrong folu~
tions of fhl ammoniac-'were alfo ufeds but-with
n; advantage, and- o exanviming the limb,
Iifoundl aserepitationiin the joint of.the wrift.
Mr. John'Howard, . of. Argyle Street, at this
ting: faw thg -cafe: withr me, 'and with: his
concirrence, i large blifter: was'applied found
the joint: . The pain was'in a few days alle-
viated, and the {wélling began to fubfide, -
after the: repetition of a few: blifters. ‘-Ini
abont, fix weeks, ' the abrafion of the carti-
lages lcould beé no longer felt in ‘the joint,
and the foon after completely recovered the
ufe¢ of berband, . »
o A P T
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Case II.

Mary Jones, thirty years of age, was
admitted a patient to the Weftminfter Gene-
‘ral Difpenfary, September 11th, 1792. She
had not been fubje@ to any particular dif-
eafe, although fhe did not appear to have
~ been a ftrong, and healthy perfon. " Her only
complaint was a fwelling of the wrift, at-
tended with violent pain, and total inabis
lity of motion in that jout, and thofe of
~ theé fingers. The caufe affigned, wasa ftrain
which proceeded from the wringing of wet
linen. She was fuddenly waked in thenight
fubfequent to the accident, with exceffive
pain in the part, and fiom that time, the
limb remained fwelled and cedematous, from
the ends of the fingers to the elbow. In this
condition fhe continued for twomonths, during
which time the part had been conftantly fo-
mented, and various poultices had been ap-
 plied. Atlength, large dofes of lasdanum were
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-ufed, which were the only refource, adequate
to procure temporary allevation of pain.

The firft day, the was recommended to -
the charity, fix leeches were applied to the
- wrift, and the following day a large blif-
tering plaifter round the joint, which did not
relieve her materially, and the was ftill bblig- ‘
ed to continue her opiates. The violent pain
the fuffered, made it impofiible to move her
from the bed, fo that the part had every ad-
vantage, likely torefult from an undifturbed
pofition. '

During the courfe of my attendance on
her, which lafted four months, 1 found that
the fwelling and pain gave way gradually to
a repetition of bliftering, and topical bleed- -
ings. The blifters were renewed ten times,
and fthe informed me, that one hundred and .
fifty leeches had been applied. The recovery -
was very flow, and although at this time,
which isa ycar fince the firft attack of her dif-

order, the has the ufe of her wrift, ina great
‘degrec, and can bend, and extend both that
joint, and her fingers in fome meafure, there
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are evident marks of partial anchylofis, par-

ticularly, between the firft boue of the thumb,
and the wrift.

Case 1II.

Mary CoLLins, fervant to Mrs. Camp-
bell, in Suffolk Street, Marylebone fixty
years of age, a woman healthy in every
refpet, received a flight injury in her thumb,
by pricking it with a pin, as fhe was wath-
ing linen,

The follov\ving day, fhe felt a violent pain
in that joint of the thumb, where the hurt
was received ; the third day, the whole arm
fwelled, from the fingers upward to the
thoulder, with violent pain round the wrift,

which feemed to be principally affected. A

fever came on, attended with rigors, which

lafted “for three days; at this time, the had
a very affiduous attendance from her apo-
thecary, and fomentations, and poultices

were cpplied.
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I was defired to fee the cafe a few days
afterwards,. and found the whole arm. ex-
tremely {welled, painful, and totally incapable
of motion. The fkin was of a purple hue and
in fome parts, there were vefications riﬁng on
its furface. She had languid appearance,
great dejeGtion of {pirits, and her pulfe was
quick, and low. .

" From the age of the patient, and from
the local appearances, there was great reafon
to apprehend, that a grangrene might oc-
cur. In order to obviate this, as the great-
et evil, a cordial plan of diet, and a free
exhibition of the peruvian. bark, with lau-
danum were continued, as they had been,
before [ faw her, adminiftered by ~Mr.
Bacot, her apothecary, and a cataplafm of
linfeed meal was applied to the part aﬁ'e&c‘d'.
This was fo far fuéce(s_ful, that we foon
had the pleafure of obferving a fuppura-.
tion take place in various parts of the arm,
- The joint of the wrift was however found,
on the burfting of thefe ébfceﬂ'es, to be quite
carious ; the abrafion of the cartilages of the
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joint was indubitable, the crepitation of the
bones was heard, and a total inability of
motion in the fore arm was obvious. The
raifing it even for the purpofes of clean-
linefs was impracicable, without giving great
. pain, and was therefore avoided.

I confidered that reft was the only mode of
preferving the limb from amputation, aid
the patient fubmitted to a treatment, which
was not attended with pain, eafily giving
up circumftances of convenience, for a pro-
fpet of permanent fafety ; fhe lay in bed
for three months with her arm fupported on
apillow, the external applications being re-’
‘tained by the eighteen-tailed bandage, by
which means the upper or outer part of the
arm_ was opened occafionally, to examine
the ftate of the wounds, without dirfturbing
the pofition of the limb, whilft the abfcefles,
which had burft on the internal or lower part
of the wrift, were not attended to. 4

The refult of the cafe was that after four
morths clofe confinement, fhe recovered,
with the hand entirely anchylofed in the wrift
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joint, although fome little motion remained

in the fingers, but it was fcarcély fufficient

for any ufeful purpofe. She has however,

the fatisfation of having avoided an ope-

ration, which, confidering her advanced pe-

riod of life, and the particular circumftances of
the cafe continually threatening a grangrene,

would probably have terminated unfuccefs-

fully. To thofe who attended the progrefs of
the difeafe, it -afforded the gratification of
'obferving; that a carious ftate of the bones of
the wrift, even in old age, is not abfolutely
incurable, and that the refources of nature in

thofe cafes, when favoured by a perfect ftate

of reft, and aided by dxet, and medxcme, are

almoﬁ inexhauftible,
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CASE IV

e O R
'\.4“ -

A (’arws of tlze Wnﬂ cmed b_y Ancbquﬁv .or
- Cohefion .of the Bunes, taken from Mr. Das
-vid’s Memoir, on_the Effeét of Motion and
" Refl;:.addreffed to the Royal Academy qf
. Surgery at Paris®, .- . ..oooL
¢¢ A Man, about fifty years of age; applied
to me in '1'77@, with . the bones of the wrift
{o carrousy. that in two orthree’ places, one
niight pafs a probe -through them, by fol-
lowing fome fiftulous openings that pre-
fented themfelves on the outfide. ~ The wrift,
and the:hand, which, were cedematous, . cog-
fiderably -fwelled, and of a: dark blue calour,
feemed to require amputating fo much the
more urgently, as the patient was tormented
with a flow fu?puratory fever. It waseven
the advice of a man, fkilfulin the profefion,
not to defer having recourfe to this laft re-
"fourcc. Notwithftanding this, I ventured to

* See Juftamond’s works, by Houlfton, p. 200.
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stprrporize, fand aftep bavingiapplied the: ufinl
-dre¢flings: for-twa days, b1 carefully:¢lofed il
the +fiftalous openings,’ with. dreffings :thiat
"Were not irxitatirrg,' :and the: hand:and. eerift
<being, cawered ! with . comprefles dipt -ina
Jbalfarmico and S fpirifuots #embrocation; mhde
~with the ‘yolk . of tan- egg; oil of rofes, and
Brandy, T placed theniin junks. The pasks
*being thus kept'in a ‘perfe@t’and condtant Rate
of . reft,”r I :miade; #o fcruple - of - leaving the
firft dreflings on for ten days without a re-
newal, more efpecially as %elther the pain, nor
the difcharge, reqmrcd ‘them to be removed
fooncr, and even at this time it was cunoﬁty,
rrdthiér: than ~abfolute fiedefli Ey, ‘that’ *was
fHie motive for my doing it. As I found the
difeitirge lefs tin quaritity; thicker, andlefs
; ‘fefid, thian when the patient was drefled evér y
Hay, T judged it proper to put off the removil
of the fecond dreﬁ' ings for twcnty days, and
it S were half reduch, and” every thmg
Himied to befpeak, as much from the pa-

‘ ﬂ‘#nt‘n ‘Countenance and - pulfe, " as ﬂom the



[ 238 ]

mature of the difcharge, thit' hopes might
already be entertained of a fortunate termina-
tion of this dreadful difeafe. In about two
months and an half after this, thefe hopes
were completely realized ; for theu all the
fiftulous orifices - .were perfe@ly cicatrized,
and the cure was terminated, with no other
inconvenience to the patient ex¢ept lofs of
motion in the wrift, which has not fince
prevented him, from doidg—.his ufual work.”

Case V.
" THE difeafe reprefented in the feventh
plate, is a caries of the joint of the wrift,
cured by the operation of i;_qtqre_, in uniting
“together the carious bones. . The caries feems
to have comprehended the firft joint of the
thumb, as well at the carpal bones, the joints
of the fingers remaining free from anchylo-
‘fis. Thave no particular aceount of the com-
_ plaint, but it evidently ferves to thew the
cohe{cxzqe of bones; it eﬁ‘aglii}hg;s;ﬁ,t_ooh thl}:
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comple effe¢t of that procei’s, in a very com-
plex joint, and will readily imprefs the mind,
with the great hazard, which this falutary
effort of nature would undergo, if fubjetted
to an injudicious interference from art, and

not fuffered to continue in the quieteft ftate
pofible, and in the pofition moft favourable

to its gradual accomplifhment.
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Caje of incurvated and carious Spines
———————
THE carious fpine reprefented in the eighth
plate, is an inftance of the powerful tendency
of nattire to form 4 coherence between the
ulcerated firfaces of bones. In this cafe,
there were ten difeafed vertebrz, between all
of which the intervertebtal fubftance was
totally deftroyed. Several of thefe were
partially, 6r completely united by anchylofis ;
others hid fuffered more confiderably from
the caries, great part of their fubftance feem-
ing to have been abforbed, as no fenfible
exfoliation had taken place, during the life of
the patient. Thefe bones are in fome mea-
fure loofe, and detached from each other,
yet, from their roughnefs, and the ragged
appearance of points fhooting out from fome

part of their furfaces, it is clear that the
|
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efforts of nature were ftrongly exerted toward
forming the fame union which had evident-
ly taken place in others; and this would
probably have been. effected, had it not been
for circumftances, which attended the ma-
nagement of the difeafe. The- patient was
a tender and cmaciatcd infant, living in a
elofe and damp placc, very unfavourablc for
a recovery from a ﬁrumous difeafe. He was
frcquentl) moved, and taken up’ from the
bed; yet noththﬁandmg this treatment, he
lived a confiderable time, and at laft died
of the fmall pox. thn he was five years
of age, he was admlttcd at the Weftminfter
General Difpenfary in Max_fch 1789, for a
carious incurvation of;: the fpidc. It was
obferved, that the dxfeafe had not the ufual

angular mcurvatlon,* which appears when a

* Befides the abfence of the ufual angular proje&ion,
when a great number of the dorfal vertebra are affected with
earies, or its ufual forecunner, defirution of the intervertebral
fubflance ; it may be remarked that this fymptom does not
take place when the difeafe affe@®s the lumbar vertebrz, sad
feldom when the cervical vertebrae alone are difeafed. This
confideration is of great importance in inveftigating the
caufe of thofe paralytic and osher difeafes which may be
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few only of the vertebr are affe@ed, for
the whole fpine was bent in the form of a
bow. o '

Iffues by cauftics were made near the moft
projecting part of the fpine, but they were of
no ufe. An abfcefs formed, which . butft
during the month of  June following, and
continued difcharging till November, whern
he died of the fmall pox. The difeafe in his
back did not feem to’ have had any influence
in- the fatal termination of the variolous infecs
The appearance of this difeafe, naturally
gives rife to a few refleCtions on the treatment
of the carious fpine. It exhibits an unfors
fuppofed to have their origin- in affe€tion of the fpine.
The long fpinous procefles of the dorfal vertebras are turned
downwards, and overlap each other, and when therefore the
body of the vertebra is deftroyed by caries, thg fuperincum-
bent weight of the trunk, caufes the fpinous piugefd to rife
up, and form the projection which is ealled the ?@:urvated
fpine, in thofe cafes when only one or two of the rtebre
are difeafed. But as the. {pinous procefles of the césvical
are nearly, and the lumbar vertebre are quite horizontal,
this alteration of their pofition cannot take place, and we
frequently fee very extenfive caries of the lumbar vertebra

In cafes of pfoas abfcefs, without its having been manifefted
by iny derangement in the external form of the fpine,~E.
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tunate proof of the difficulty of curing this
complaint by means of art, and at the fame
time affords the confolation of ﬂlewing the
great cfforts, which nature is capable of
making towards the reunion of parts, fepa-
rated by difeafe. '

It thews the great mifchief whxch preflure,
.motion, or fri®tion muft create on the parts
affe®ed. It moreover ‘fuggefts the .'grcat
-probability that injury would refult from the
ufe .of fpinal machines, were they even
capable of effeCtuating an extenfion of difeafed
vertebre. “To procure by fudden, or yet by
gradual exertions, ‘an clongation of a carious
fpine, would, it feems, be a&ting diametri-
cally oppofite to the only poffible mode of
relief. It would be a prepofterous effort to
tear away that coherence by which the cure
is naturally effe@ed and only tend to a farther
divifion of parts, where approximation is
principally wanting, and in a natural courfe of
being accomplithed.

.- This ftatement of the great difficulty of
curing fuch a difeafe of the fpine, as is here
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reprefented and - illuftrated by plate VIII,
does .not however, argue the impropriet};,
or reprobate the praice of furgical attempts
to cure it, by the ‘ufe of iffues made by
cauftic. It.is however clear from the cafe
exhibited in the plate, and what I have ftated
from a careful review of it, that foch iffyes
cannot be confidered as neverfailing expedi-
ents. Whoever thinks, that in every cafe of
incurvated fpine from caries, he fhall fucceed
by the moft judicious application of the
cauftic, will find himfelf difappointed. It
muft neceflarily have failed in this patient,
from the great extent of the caries, unlefs it
had been thought advifeable, to have applied
the cauftic in feveral places, over the morbid
parts.

There are befides various other circum-
ftances which will occafionally fruftrate well
meant, and even very promifing attempts to
cure the {pinal difeafe in queftion, bly the ufe
of iffues made of cauftics. They muft fail of
fuccefs inevitably, if the caries of the
anterior part of the body of the vertebre,
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affe@s the vifcera, which it ﬁ:equently does,
from the nearnefs and contiguity of the pafts.
I have feen alfo more than one inftance,
where the carious bone has injured the lungs,
and rapidly produced a pulmonary confump-
tion. Moreover, in very young fubjeds,
iflues made by cauftic very often become
ufelefs, from the motion injudicioufly given
to the difeafed part; and in old people they
fail too, for want of fufficient vigour in the
conftitution to produce anchylofis. _

In fubje&ts from the age of twelve to
forty years, iffues feem to fucceed beft, and
to be moft fervicable, where the incurvation
is angular. and confined to only a few of the
vertebrzz. The higher the incurvation has
been in the column of bones which form the
~ the fpine, the more fuccefsful has been the
ufe of the cauﬁic, as far as I am enabled
to ju,d_ge,‘ from my own praice and obferva-
tion. Inone of the worft cafes of this difeafe
which ever occurred to me, with refpet ta
its debilitating effeéts, the incurvation was in
the fuperior vertebrz of the neck ; the upper
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and lowar. extremities both became paralytic,
‘but the complaint-was foon cured :by perfe-
verance in iflues made by cauftic*. -

. It his happened ‘to me fo frequently, to
abferve, that this moede of treatment has béen
particularly fuccefsful in .thofe cafes, where
a: panlytic ftate of ‘the lower limbs, was
added to the other incoiiveniences of theé
compldint, that T have been induced to think,
that this paralytic fymptom, a-larmihg as'it Is,
conduces neverthelefs to the recovery of the
“patient.  Without doubt, this circumftance of
the paralyfis indifpenfably ¢ompels the patient
to a ftate of quietude in an horizontal pofiti-
on, whereby the preflure of the head is
entirely taken from the diftempered bones,
-and the eftablithment of an union between
their uleerated furfaces becomes thus more
praéticable, than it 6therwife would have been.
Confequently the weak ftate of the limbs,
with other fymptoms of general difeafe, fooner
diﬁppcar. '

#* See Mr, Easle’s edition of Mr. Pott’s works, Vol. IIL.
p. 459.
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Towards this recovery, the iffue made
by cauftic effentially contributes, being an
efficacious. mode of checking an *external
fuppuration, which would otherwife enfue
from the natural progrefs of caries. I can-
not therefare help confidering the ufe of
them as highly proper in fuch a cafe, to gain
this moft important benefit. For although
fuch an abfcefs in the back, according to
Hippocrates, as quoted by Mr. Pott, may
relieve the paralyfis of the limbs, yet it will
almoft conftantly lead on to hegtic fcvcx-',
marafmus, and death, ‘
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APPENDIX.

| THE following obfervations were received.
from a friend, to whom I fubmitted my-
doubts on the tranflation of the fifty ninth,
and fixtieth aphorifms, of the fixth fetion
of that. work of Hippocrates; they are fo
immediately connected with the fubje&t of
the foregoing pages, that I think no apology
can be neceffary for their introduction in this
place. Everyattempt towards illuftrating any
paflage of a writer, to whofe labours man-
kind is fo much indebted, will be favourably
received by thofe, who know how to appre-
ciate their value,

N
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¢ Dear Sir, ‘

’ I was not at firft aware,
that there was any novclty in my explana-
tion of the aphonfm of Hippocrates, which
you with me to fupport : on clofer exami-
nation, at your d;f;re, not. ﬁndmg any various
reading in the original, to juftify a diverfity |
of tranflation, I was furprized at my difagree-
ing fo materially with a variety of interpre-
ters. It certa.inll‘y is not in favour of my-
interpretation, that there are among the tranf-
. Iators, with whom I cannot agree; feveral
of the medical profeflion, who may be fuppa«
fed more competent to decide on the fenfe
of an author, whofe writings.: are -peculjarly
in their own line of ftudy. I may therefore
be thought to pride myfelf .in oppofing
men of learning and celebrity, by contending
for the propricty- of a- mew- tranflation;
but: I would fain . believe that I . have
outlived fuch wvanity, and, having been:
long in the habit of judging -for myfelf, I
‘am certain I can differ in this, as I do in_
more important points, with any perfon
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whatfoever, without the flighteft degree 'of
codtempt,. or animofity.” I proceed there« -
fore, 'without much concern,_ to ftate, as I
thisk: it :incumbent on me, the grounds of
an opinion, which I cannot yet fee any fatif
faltory geafon to relinquith.*

- May ‘it not be fairly taken for granted,
from the uniform frame of man, that -both
the fymptoms and effe@ts of the difeaf?, to
which the aphorifm refers, have ever been
the fame in all ages, and places of the world ?
Is there any reafon to believe, that the hu-
man firuQure in general, or that this particu-
lar difeafe, were not the same in Greece, at
the time of Hippocrates, as they are in
England at the prefent’ day? I have read
carefully -all the cafes of this complaint
which you have recorded; but cannot re-

* De tranflaione Hipp. Aph. XLVII, Se&. V. per Al-
meloveen, poft plerofque interpretes reddita, ficfcriptum ine
venio; ‘ Hoc fenfu (Edipo opus eft qui *“explicet.” De
tranflatione Hipp. Aph. LIX. Se&. VI, di®tum puta. A.de
Haen ¢¢ Ratio Medendi, &c. Lugduni Batavosum 1761,
p. 277, Nide ibidem p: 83, De¢ Galeno,
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collet afingle one where you fay, on your
own knowledge, ¢ That the head of the
thigh bone fell out of its focket, and fell
into it again, before a fuppuration had taken
place.” :

If it has happened, ¢¢ That the head of the
thigh bone has fallen out of its focket, and
fallen -into it agian,” affer a fuppurations
this is foreign to the prefent purpofe, for the
aphorifm evidently relates, and is ftrictly
confined to a period of the difeafe, antecedent
to fuppuration. The word fuppuration is, 1
conceive, ufed here with fufficient perfpicuity,
and ftri& medical propricty. 1 have, how-
ever, expunged it from my tranflation of the
59th aphox;ifm in the firft edition of this
work, in confequence of confidering what
Mr. Crowther has faid in objeflion to it,
although it was not entirely to my own
liking, I adapted it on confulting Dr, John-
- fon’s Di&tionary. The do&or there defines
the verb ““ to fuppurate,” #o grow fo pus;
and gives the two following fignifications to

the noun ¢ Suppuration ;” 1—The ripening
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or change of matter into pus; 2-~The mat-
ter fuppurated ; and for his authorities refers
to Dr.Arbuthnot, to Wifeman, and Dr. South.

Certainly the word Suppurationes in the
- Latin tranflation of the 59th aphorifm, infert-
ed in the preceding edition of Mr. Ford’s
book, was intelligible in the fame fenfe, as -
mucores, and was meant to be-underftood pre-
cifely in the fame fignification. This was
evident from the reference fairly given to
Fefius, and Gorrzus, and will appear ftill
more clearly in the fequel. Neverthelefs to
avoid cavilling about words, the ufe of it may
as well be difcontinued, as the very fame in-
terpretation may eafily be given, intelligibly
enough, in a fimple plain way.

Leaving then all medical confidera-
tions, and:as much as may be, all medical
terms, to medical men, I fhall endeavour
to give, and to fupport, in the fame fenfe
as before, an interpretation of the Greek
original, with equal fidelity, and greater per-
fpicuity ; fubjoining in notes, the authorities,
and illuftrations on which it is grounded; and
the principal reafons that incline me fiill te
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adhete to it, notwithftanding the ungracious~

nek of its novelty, and the unpleafant impu- '
tations of prefumpiion, and p:rtmmty, e

Aph 59, . Onoa'am'xv wro wmeog gyoxAS[uvamv
xeovm; edisaas 7o ta'gooy, Y @AMy ep.'w-rﬂu, v8]e100s
l/.vzau =w'17woy7m. . ,

Aph. 60 Ox.oa-azcr:v v@wo za-%xa'so; syox]w[.l.syoln
ygovmg 70 ooy eflgoﬂm, rerboios 'qns']m 70 c'ner;,

xw?xaﬂm ny 1“7 mzugwo'xv.

HIPP. APH. Se& VI 59 60. ,

Aph 59 ¢« Morbo coxario diuturno labo-
s rantibus, femur* exflat, et retro'incidit, his

* To prove that Hippocrates ufed the word oyow very
laxly, I referred, above fourtcen years ago, as I do now, to-
¢ Foefij. Occon. Hip. fub woce, and to Gorrzi Opera, edit.
Parifij,- 1622, p. 275, fub vocibus, icyuow €t 1cyas . Hippo-
crates ufed it, I conceive, in great latitude, and in variaus
acceptations, not merely as it is ftrily definéd by Dr. Parr,
in hiz excellent di€tionary, to fignify ¢ the ligament which re-
tains the head of the thigh-bone, in the aceradalum coxendicis,’
but alfo to dcnote femuw nates, coxa, or coxendix, i.e. to
fignify the thigh, and all parts of it, the hip, the hip-bone, and
the hip-joint.

In this very 59th aphorifm, it appears to me to be ufed in
two different fignifications. 1. iz;por fignifies the Aip-joint,
and in that fenfe, it is the ncminative to the verb Eficaran.
£ 7)o fignifies the 4ip, and in that fenfe with the addition,



[ 25 1]

¢¢ humores, nimij, pituofi, lenti, albi, contra
¢ naturam fuperveniunt *.”

¢ In fuch as labour long under the hip-

. ¢¢ difeafe the joint ftands out beforet, the

of waaw in the fenfe of rero, ¢ behind,” it is likewife the no-
minative to the verb 'Eumiwl and denotes the fulling' in of
the nates, or Aip behind, one of the characteriftics of the difeafe,
properly reprefented in Mr. Ford’s firft engraving, and copied
faithfully in Mr. Crowther’s third plate. See Mr, Crow-
ther’s ¢ Praltionl Obfervations on the Difeafe of the Joints,
commonly called White Swelling, &c.” p. 278. ‘Ioxwr in
the fignification of the Aip-join, or hip-bome, cannot truly be
faid to “fall in behind,’ but ioxr in the fignification of
nates or hip, certainly does ¢‘fall in behind ;” and to this
falling in behind, it feems to me, that Hippocrates here als
ludes, and if fo, the aphorifm evidently refers to that precife
early period of the complaint, when this falling in of the #ates
or 4ip behind begins to be obfervable, and cham&en(hcal of’
the hip-difeafe.

* This is precifely the definition of the original word
wv¥a given in the very words, both of Fzfius and of Gor-
reus fub vece. As Gorrzus thinks the Latin word muacus, or
mucor, equivalent to uviz doubtlefs ¢ mucores fupervemiunt®
would he the moft concife Latin tranflation of this part of the
§9th aphorifm ; but as muci or mucores would ftand nearly in
as much need of explanation as Mvfz in preference to either
of the words themselves, the unexceptionable definition is
given warranted «¢ fupra, See Fzfij Oecon. Hipp: p. 254, as
quoted by Mr. Crowther in his ¢ Pra&ical QObfervations on
the Difeafe of the Joints, commonly called thtc Swelling
pp- 281, 282:

4+ EZisalas exflat, not excidit, ¢¢ ftands out,”” not ¢¢ fulls out,”
for if Hippocrates had meant to fay excidit, ‘it fallsour,” it is
moft probable he would have ufed the word ixmmrsr in di-
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¢ hip falls in behind®, in them purulent

‘¢ matter is fupervening.”

re& oppofition to iuwels which he afterwards ufes to fignify
¢ it falls iq;” incidit,

* Nary rewro, * behind ;*° this Greek word, fometimes
fynommouo with owiow as certainly fignifies retro, retrorfum,
and contra, * behind,” ¢ backwards,” “on the other fide,”
and “on the contrary fide,” as it does rurfas and itersm
¢ again »’

Such as have any doubts on this point may be amply fatis-
fied by confulting Stephani Thes. or Conflantini Lexicon, ot
Fae(ij Occon. Hipp. /b voce. I renew here, perhaps needlefely,
my former rcferences to the confirming teftimony of Galen, on
the authority of R, De Haen, ¢ Ratio medendi, &c. ut fupra,”
p- 85, and to the fubfequent decifive paffages of Ariftophanes,
and of Homer. See Ariftoph. ¢ Aves,” 1: 2, and 1: 648,
where =aAw is unqueftionably ufed for emiow, retro ¢ behind,”
edit. Rich. Franc. Phil. Brunck, 8vo. 1783.

In the Acharnenfes, 1. 1179, wainopor occurs in the
fumefenfe. I 1efer likewife to a Scholium in the Bafil edition
of Ariftophanes, 1547 fol. p: 368, on the firft quoted paflage
of the * Aves,” |, 2.

Add to all this an extra& from the ingenious and accurate
remarks of Lennep on the word waas. ¢ Ceterum propria
vis hujus voulz |wdan] clare fentire poteft ex illo Iliad. Z.
lin. 189.

Toi & 871 wdrsy Lixdvde véorlo.

Ndylas yap xalimrer cudpwy BeArspogdilss.
Ii vero nequaquam retro domum iverunt,
Omnes enim interfecit eximius Bcllcrephontes

Retro, p. p. retrogado motu (ut verbis utar Hoogeveemj )
Adde imprimis Jliad. A.380; A. 214 g; : 257, &c: _
~ Jno. Daniel, A. Lennep * Etymologicum Lingue Gre-
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Aph. 60*.. Morbo coxario diuturniore la-

ce.” Pars prior: Traj. ad Rhenum, 8vo. crcrocexc.

p- 7127-8. '

H. a. 380.
o Xewweros 3 & vipwy wady Sxib.
Iratusitaq ; fenex retro abivit.
“CLARKE,
H. a. 214.

waAiy dyey Sfees Soyxot,
retro curvati funt acuti hami.

CrArks.
H. &. 257:
. Térw & wahy dvris amoicily dxits ixwos,
Hos autem non iterum retro auferert veloces equi.
CraxkE.

* Muiai, ¢ Matter ;”’ this generic term is 'adapted in the
tranflation as being a plain Englith word, little liable to objec-
tion, and applicable to every fpecies of impure fluid, or unna-
tural moifture in the fockets of the joints, by what name foever
medical men judge moft proper to denote it.

In reliance on Dr. Johnfon, and his authorities from Drs:
Arbuthnot, Wifeman, and South, in the former edition of this
work the word fugpurationes was ufed to fignify ¢ a gathering
of matter,” but that the tranflator underftood the word wita
precifely in the fenfe put upon it by Fafius and Gorrzus, to
whom I referred the reader then, as I do now, conceiving fup-
pwrationes to be to the full as intelligible as mucores, and ¢ fup-
puration’’ to be equivalent to ‘ mucous fecretions,” it was
nearly as evident then, as it can be made now, to any reader
net in fuch hafte to cenfure, as not to ftop to underftand.

¢ It isreally (fays Mr. Crowther) a matter of aftonifhment
that an appeal fhould have been made to the works of Gorrzus.”

S
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borantibus, femur exstat, his tabefit cros, et
claudi fiunt mfi ufti fuerint.

It appears to me ftill more aftoniflring that Mr.Crowth¢r thould
have turned to the references, and not have difcovered that
they were purpofely appealed to, in order to fhew that the
tranflator put the very fame meaning on the word Muviw
which is given there, and in the propriety of which Mr.Crow-
ther himfelf acquiefces.

M. Crowther’s aftonithment would have abated on obferv-
ing that while I adapted the fame meaning given by Gor-
rzeus, to which I fairly appealed, I only happened to confider
JSappurationes and mucores asfynonimous terms, and put the
very fame fenfe on the one that he himfelf put upon the other,
and fo preferred supparationes as being plainer, to muceres, that
required definition, as much as the original word itfelf.

With this flight veréal difference, our agreement upon the
whole in the very fame meaning of wvfa: being fuﬁcngmly
clear, Mr: Crowther’s long learned differtations on fi
tions might have been fpared, or fhortened at leaft, as bcmg at
beft a mere logomachy. snd an unneceﬂ'ary ﬁght with his own
fhadow.

* It might have fully anfwered his purpo‘e, and been no pre-
judice to his argument, if Mr. Crowther had juft remarked,
thar though I confidered fuppurationes and mucores as'words of
the fame import, or very nearly fo, yet in the medical accepta-

- tions of thefe words, there was a difference between them,
that made the latter in this cafe preferable to the former; and
that it was evideat the tranflator, not being a medical map, was
not aware of the diftin¢tion. ’

The truth is, that at the time, above fourteen yun 3go, no

~ plain Englifh word occurred to my mind, that I thought fo ex-
prefive of the meanifygs of wifa: and mucores, as fappr'(h'féa,
und I was, as has been faid, confirmed in adopting it, by what
1 found in its favour, in Dr. Johafon’s ditionary, and his me-
dical authorities.
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% oy fiach 43 Jabour longer under the hip-

The Englith word Muck fuggefted itfelf as the only deri-
vative from the Greek root, and the neareft of kin to uvia ;
. “tis precifely the very thing in Arabia ; but. it was obvioufly
not admiffible here. The’\othg:r various fignifieationsof uv3e for -
various they are, deny it who will, were as liatle to my Kking?
The bumor'da ravibus, “ the fnot of the nofe,” was not fuit-
uble. 3 the elickinium lacerne, * the matter about the wick of
a lamp,”> would not do 11 this cafe ; nor the mucer in teffudini-
dus, * fnail flime,”” and even the bef of them, the mucws i
8¢ offreis, oyfter juice,” was not in feafon.

But ferioufly, if Mr. Crowther, or his friend, had taken
the trouble to turn to the word wt» in the Thefaurns Stepha-
i, or the Lexicor Conflantini, Hederici, &c. mE or we muft
really have found wvarious fignifications of it, upon authorities
that it requires other kinds of arguments than a grofs denial, or
an ipfe dixit, to fet afide. Who can help fuppofing that fach
extreme caution (to adopt Mr. Crowtlicr’sewn words) « muft
have originated in inadvertency, inaceuracy,or want of due ex~
amination. . :

But, as I would fain avoid a war of words, F take this oppor-
tunity of explicitly declaring, that when I ufed, about fourteen
years fince, the word fippurationes inflead of muci, or muceres, I
meant then, as I do now, by the words, < fuperveening puru-
fent matter,” a gathering of fuch fuperabundant, phlegmatic,
clammy, and unnatural white fluid, 4s before defcribed by Fe-
fius and Gorrzus, whethcr-it be called pus or macus, without
entering in the leaft into the complex notion of purulent mat-
wer, “ ill founded as it possibly may be.”

Thefe are the words of Mr. Ford, with whom I lived
more than thirty yeais in the habits of intimacy and friendship.
He was long eminent and ufeful as a praical furgeoir; and I
tranfcribe from his work what follows marked with inverted
commas.

¢ The neceflity of entering minntely into the diftin® pro-
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¢ difeafe, the joint ftands out* ; in them the
‘¢ joint waftes, and they become cripples, if

‘¢ not cauterized.”

“¢ perties of pus and wacus, as to any great and obvious advan-
“ tage in the prallice of furgery, is by no means evident to my
“ mind ; efpecially as a fat moft important in pathology, is
% proved by daily experience, that this fluid, whether termed
¢ pus or mucws, is capable of being abforbed into the circula-
“ tion, without any inconvenience to the parts on which it is
¢* depofited, and of leaving them when the abforption has
¢ taken place, in a flate ftill proper to refume their local
¢ funtions, &c.”” See the former edition of Mr.Ford’s ¢¢ Ob-
fervations on the Difeafe of the Hip-Joint, &c.”” pp. 83, 84,
and 84. :

As 1 happened to be pretty well acquainted with the book I
quate from, before it was vifible in print, Mr. Crowther will fee
that my worthy friend had not left me altogether ignorant that
medical gentlemen made a diftinGtion between pus and mucews ;
he will fee, likewife, from the quotations and references above
mentioned, that although a medical gentleman himfelf, of
great refpeability, he did not think the diftinction very well
founded. * This diftin&tion (fays Dr. Parr) is difficult, but
«¢ experience will often dete@ a difference to which words are
¢¢ inapplicable.”” —¢ The nature of pus is ftill involved in con-
¢¢ fiderable obfcurity, and we can only offer fome approaches
¢ to the knowledge of it.”” Med. Di&. sub voce; Pus.

_ * Efisavas is here tranflated as in the preceding 59th apho-
rifm, in this verb’s fignification of cxfare, ¢ to ftand out,” and
not in its fignification of excidere, ¢ to fall out.”” Whena
word admits of various acceptations, furely it may, and furely
it ought to have that interpretation which beft accords with
the meaning of the author who makes ufe of it.

It being more familiar to me in my line of life and fludy,
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<« If (fays Mr. Crowther, p. 280,) 1 fpeak
¢ confidently in favour of the former tran{la-

may I not be indulged in illuftrating the propriety of this op-
tional mede of interpretation, ot mdecd from Hippocrates, or
any claflical Greck writer, but in a fimilar inftance, frictly rela.
tive to a verb of this fame Grecian family, that occurs not
feldom in different fignifications, in the Greek text of the New
Teftament.

Budzus, a phenix in fcience, and more peculiarly in
Greek literature, in his admirable Comment. Ling. Grec. now
before me, with his own MS. notes, p. 404, ed. Bradij, A: D,
1529, ftates on the beft authorities, a variety of fenfes in
which "Isnw Ao, ¢ 1 ftand,” and its cwdira, EZsacis deliguinm,
¢¢ 3 fainting away, or a fwoon,’” Efisauas, &c. has been ufed
by pure Greck writers.

This unqueftionably pre-eminent Greek scholar informs us,
that E&isns is ufed in various acceptations, and particularly in
the two following fignifications: 1. It fignlfies furere, or
meate alienari, ¢ to be mad, or to be belide one’s felf.”” 2.
It fignifies defficere, or deliguium pati, *to fwoon, or faint
away. ?

. Let us now try to adapt the optional interpretation of this
verb to the beft meaning of a paflage where it occurs, in
Mark iii. v. 21:

Shall we at once adhere to the common old tranflation ?
¢ They weat out to lay hold on him, [Jefus Chrift] for they
[his friends] faid, ¢ He is mad,” furit, or, ‘“He is befide
himfelf,” mente alienatur. Or fhall we rejelt, merely on the
account of its novelty, the following equally fair interpretation
of Eéeen which gives a widely different meaning to this paflage
of the Evangelift? * They went out to get him into their pof-
feffion, for they faid, 5x: E&esn ¢ He is quite exhaufted,” deficiz,
or, * He fainteth,’’ deliquium patitar. The context counte-
nances and afcertains the propriety of this tranflation of “Efess
¢ He is faint for want of food.”” And when his friends or
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« tions, which have, until the publication of
¢ Mr. Ford’s book, been received and con-
¢¢ fidered, with no effential difference, as ex-
¢ prefling the true meaning of thefe very
‘¢ aphorifms, I*am juftified by finding, that

"4¢ GALEN, and every commentator on the
« works of Hippocrates, are in fupport of my
% convidions, in favor of the old tranf-
¢ lations.”

Until Mr. Crowther fhall have happily
illuftrated the fenfe, and verified the truth of
the ¢ former tranflations,” his merely fpeaking
ever {o confidently in their favour, and affert-
ing,what he could not well know, their gene-
ral reception, as  exprefling the true meanin g
of thefe very aphorifms,” that is a petitio prin-
cipyy ; the ipfum vo nprvopevor, but mere affertions
are not good arguments. The old tranflators,

kinfmen heard of it,”" [of what did they hear?} the foregoing
verfe 20, informs us; * And the multitude cometh together
again, o that they could not fo muchas eat bread.” Which,
then, of thefe two optional interpretations of EZesw gives the
moft (atisfactory meaning > Utram lkarum mavuitis, nikil ad me
attizet: 1 am only to judge for myfelfy and to leave others at
equal freedom ; their judgments may very probably be better,
but neverthelefs, I muft follow my own.

-
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therefore, and commentators, even' if QGaleti
were at their head, can ill Jupport, and neves
Juftify Mr. Crowther’s conviions, i favout
of their tranflations. ‘Let us keep to the
original words of Hippocrates himfElf; in &
confiftent perfuafion, that the feasing of
¢t an author can only be afcertained by what
*¢ he himfelf fays on the fubje®.” Jf he has
not afcertained his own meaning clearly, there

is free room for conje&ural interpretation of
his wotds, if we give him all reafonable ¢redit,
due to his chara&er, for competent informa-
tioh with refpe@ to a fubje& on which he
was writing exprefsly, in the plenitude of his
medical knowledge, which has acquirved him
the honourable title of ¢¢ Father of Medicine.”
g | ﬂmll)mow ftate fairly, fuch of the ¢ for- |
nier tranflations” as I have feen, and fubmit
them to the confideration and free judgment
_of the réader. Ifhall give the various Latin
tranflations of thefe two aphorifms in the very
words of the tranflatots themfelves, that if

there be any inaccuracy in my rendering the
fenfe of them into English, of which I am
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not fenfible, it may be difcovered, and re&i-
fied, by collation with the Latin originals
fubjoined. Their full import, -however dif-
ferently exprefled, may fairly be tranflated in
this manner.

Aph. 59. When perfons are diftrefled with

a lingering difeafe in the hip joint, the thigh
bone, or the top of it falls out of its proper
place, and again falls into it; in them ‘mu-
cous matter is colecting.
. Aphor. 60. In fuch as are vexed with a
lingering complaint in the hip, the thigh
bone falls out of the focket, in them the
limb, thigh, or leg waftes, and they halt,
limp, or grow lame, unlefs they are cau-
terized.

Aphor. 59. Quibus a diuturno coxendicis
morbo vexatis, coxa :excidit, et rurfus inci-
dit his mucus innafeitur.

Aphor. 60. Quibus a diuturno coxendicis
morbo vexatis, coxa excidit, his crus tabef-
cit, et claudicant, nifi ufti fuerint.

Hipp. Aphor. Glafguz. Ann.. 1748
- Janfonn, Almeloveen. '
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- Aph. 59. Quibus ‘longo coxendicum do-
lore confli@atis, femoris fummum coxa ¢x-
cidit, rurfumque recidit, iis mucores innaf-
cuntur. ‘

Aph. 60. Quibus diuturno dolore Ifchia-
_ dico vexatis, femur excidit, iis crus conta-
befcit, et claudicant nifi urantur.

Hipp. Aph. Vorftij Ludg. Batav.
Ann. CIJI5CXXVIIL

Aph. 89. . Quibus ab ifchiade diuturno
vexatis, ifchium e proprio loco excidit, at-
que rurfus incidit, iis muci inafCuntur..

Aph. 60. Quibus diuturno ifchiade vex-
atis, ifchium excidit, iis crus tabefcit, et
claudicant nifi urantur.

Tranflatio Chartern

Aph 89. Quibus longo coxendicum do-
_lore confliGatis, femoris fummum coxa ex-
cidit, rurfumque recidit, iis mucofa ibidem-
pituita colligitur.

Aph. 60. Quibus diuturno dolore ifchia-
dico vexatis, femoris caput coxa excidit, iis
femur contabefcit, & claudicant nifi urantur.

Tranflatio Hollerii.
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Aph. 59. ¢ Quibus diuturnis toxendici,
¢ doloribus implicitis caput femoris excidit
¢ coxa, rurfumque recidit, ijs mucus ibi con-
¢ geritur.”

" Aph. 60. * Si dolor coxarius: fucrxt diu-
¢ turnus ac tum his fi femoris caput coxa ex-
© ¢ cidit, hiscrus extqnuatur, et c-laudicant nifi
‘¢ yrantur.”’

Tranflatio Hearmj, M. D. Lugd. Bat‘
A. D. cto15cxXXXVIIL.

‘The following English verfion of Aph. 59,
is copied verbatim from Mr. Crowthet's
book on “ The Difeafe of the Joints; com-
* “monly called White Swelling,; 8¢.” 8vd.

1808, note, p. 292. :

Aph. 59. *¢ In whatfoever perfons afli&t-
“ ed with 2 difeafe of the hip-joint of long
¢ comtinuance, the hip-joint ftands out (from .
¢¢ jts ufual fituation) And falls back again into
¢ jt; in them mucores, or mucous fecre-
“.tions, are attendant fymptoms.”

Dr. Falconer thitiks thefe two aphonfms
¢ have been miftaken by the tranflators- who
“ have exprefled themfelves as if there wasan
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s¢ entire diflocation of the head of the bone,
¢¢ when- the word * implies no mare thap 2
e pmJe&lon, which is indeed a partial difloca-

- e

¢ tion.”. - : ’ / ‘ o ’
“The Do&or has not hirnfelf given, ftrittly

fpeaking, his own tranflations of the apho-
rifms, either in Latin or in Englifh. I shall
give here however, in the Do&or’s own
words, what he feems to- have confidered as
true Englith verfions of them. :

- Aph. 59.  The meaning of Hippocrates

- -#¢ jg, I think, clear enough; that if the head

¢ of the thigh-bone be at firft confiderably.
- ¢ protruded, or as he exprefles it, ¢{tands
- ¢ out,” and again finks back (fuddenly is, I
¢¢ think, implied) into the foéket or acetabu-
¢ lum, it indicates a fuppuration to have
#¢-taken, place.

¢¢ And this I take to be true, provxded, as
¢ wé may reafonably fuppofe, that Hippo«.
¢ crates meant, that there be no general
¢¢ amendment or abatement of the fymptoms.

* Efisrarai—cxftat—flands out or proje@s—literally tranf- - |

lated.
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¢ The membranes, which were at firft thick-
¢ ened by inflammation, and which thruft
*¢ the head of the bone outwards, being melt-
¢¢ ed down by fuppuration, allow it to fall
‘¢ back again into the focket, from whence
¢ it had been pushed by the thickening of
¢¢ the periofteum, or of the lining of the
¢ cotyloid cavity.”

Aph. 60. ¢ The fucceeding aphorifin
¢¢ implies no more than that hip-cafes of long
¢¢ continuance, accompanied with a proje&ion
¢« of the head of the bone, are apt to induce
¢ lamenefs and wafting of the limb, unlefs a
¢ cautery be ufed.” - -

Not to travel out of the record, or to ven-
ture a fingle ftep into the land of medicine,
which to me is all 4 terra tncognita, I -would
have put a full ftop at the word place.. There
is even then too much for any thing deferving
the name of a fimple tranflation, and too little
for any thing like a lufhinous paraphrafe. As
for the medical guefles and gloffes that fol-
low, by way of commentary, a mere Greek
{cholar, confined folely to the precife Greek -
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text, has nothing to do withthem. Ne futor
ultra crepidam. They may, however, be
very clear, and very precious to gentlemen in
medical departments, and, as from the fugi-
tive nature of their publication in a pamph-
let, they may ot even now, or very foon, be
eafily found, they are all corre&tly re-published
here, from pages 40 and 41, of ** A Difler-
tation on Iscuias, or the Difeafe of the Hip-
¢ Joint.” ' :

- Whether ‘Ioryas means precifely the difeafe
of the hip joint, which is the fubje® of your
obfervations ; or whether the two preceding a-
phorifins are to be confidered as a ftatement
by Hippocrates, to fignify that matter is fuper-
. vening or to notify two leading fymptom¢indi-
cative of a growing or gathering of purulent
matter likely to enfue, I do not impertinently
interpofe any opinion. Thefe are points which
I leave entirely to the determination of medi-
cal men. _

- It is chiefly concerning the fenfe of the
firft of the two aphorifms, namely, the 59th
of the 6th Settion, that I eannot help differ-
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ing from the interpreters, whofe tranflations
I have not intentionally reprefented either
unfaithﬁﬂly, or unfavourably ; and the follow-
g, and the foregoing notes, and abfervations,
{eem to fupport, and confirm fufficiently, the
8xpofition to which I give_the preference.

It feems to ‘be well afcertained that in an
early ftate of the hip difeafe, the hip bone
ftands out before, or according to the pre-
ceding tranflations, faithfully quoted, falls
forward from its focket. But whether it be
really-a certain fad that the hip bone “ falls
¢ into its focket agaim,” at the fame, or
indeed at any {ubfequent period of the; difeafe,
after much fruitlefs "enquiry, I am ftill to
learny and fo it feems are fundry very ref~
peftable, and much refpected medical gentle-
men to whom I have applied for information,
I have. not been fo fortunate as to meet with
.any medical man, who from his own know- |
ledge has vouched this to be a real fa&; and
pot one of all the former tranflations that I

/- _
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- Thave feen takes notice of any falhng in-
behind.”

That there certainly is-a ¢ falling in of the
hip behind,” is neither denied, nor difputed.
Mr. Crowther in his book, p. 278, admits,
that ¢¢ the falling in of the nates, or hip, be-
¢ hind, is one of the chara@eriftics of the hip
¢ difeafe, properly reprefented in Mr. Ford’s
¢ firft engraving,” and well copied in Mr.
Crowther’s third plate.

- Now it is to this ¢ falling in of the hip be-
hind,” as I conceive, that Hippocrates alludes
in his 59th aphorifm ; thus truely defignating
what is admitted by all medical men, to be
a ‘concomitant Jfymptom, or a chara&eriftical

occurrence in an early ftate of the difeafe, by,
"what name foever they are pleafed to give it,

" It is not the Ioxuv fimply, ¢ the hip bone”
that spmiwTe “ falls " wawtterum ** again,”
but the ‘Ieyov with the addition of waAw in
the fignification of ret7o ¢ behind” that sumaTu
< falls in” incidjt.

Thus. Hippocrates diftin&tly points .out
both what falls in, and where the falling in is,
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and clearly intimates a peculiar early period
of the difeafe, viz. when this *falling in of
the nates, or the hip, behind,” becomes firft
obfervable, or evident.

This, in my opinion, muft either be the
true meaning of the Greek text, or mark
what muft neceffarily be the confequence of
tranflating it in any of the former ways above
mentioned. It is obvious, that according to
the former interpretations there is nothing in
the 59th aphorifin, nor indeed in the 60th,
which is fupplemental to it, which indicates,
or has the fmalleft reference to the ¢ falling
in of the hip behind,” though an early con-
comitant fymptom and chara&eriftical of the
~ complaint to which it relates. '

Now is it likely that a conftant ftriking occur-
rence in the hip behind, charaeriftical of the
- complaint in queftion, and in an early ftate of
it, thould have totally efcaped the notice of fo
acute, and fo fagacious an obferver as the
father of medicine feems to have been ? Is it
probable, or indeed poffible, that if Hippo-
crates had noticed it, he thould have made no
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ttiention’ of it," when writing exprc(ély on the
fub_;é& ?-Cras credam; -

Fabncms, I think, has ﬁid, I recolle@ not
upon whit authority, that Hippocrites, when
he wrate his aphorifims, was an old mian, and
in the Zenith of his kriowlcdge and fkill ;
. I quote from memory;but I believe his words
are, Hippocrates fenex; et cognitior, aphorifmos
compofuit. .

His 5¢th aphorifm muft therefore be tranf-
lated in the fenfe 1 have put upon it, and in -
an interpfetation it will very well bear, ¢ for
*¢ the meaning of an author can be only af:
¢ certained by what he himfelf fays on the
“ fubje@®.”” In all the former tranflations,
s¢ with ‘no effential difference,” there is
fiothing faid of the ¢ falling in of the hip be-
¢ hind,” either in this, or in the foIlowing.
" fupplemental apliorifm. His  aphorifms”’
aré the only fmall part of the works of Hip-
pocrates of which I know any thing; and
with them I probably thould not have been
acquainted, but ‘that the copy of them novy-"‘

T
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before me, happened to be a new year’s gift
of a Greek claffic, as appears from the hand
writing of the very learned denor, dated in
1755, when, more than half a centugy ago,
I firft read it con amore, more, 1 confefs, for
the fake of the language in which it is writ-
ten, than for the informatipn it centaing, ._
If the ¢ former tranflations” in favour of
which Mr. Crowther fpeaks fo confidently, do
reglly ¢ exprefs the true meaning -of the
* two aphorifms in queftion,” it is undenigbly
evident that Hippocrates was either totally
ignorant of an early, and a charaQeriftic_cjr-
cumftance of the hip difeafe, ¢ falling in of the
“¢ nates behind,” or if he really knew of it, as
~ hedoubtlefsdid, there is not the flighteft-men-
tion of it, in any of the *¢ former tranflations
‘¢ of thefe two aph_oriﬁﬁ_s that I have feen,” .
Mr. Crowther, by declaring his convi&ion
in favoui_- of the interpretations of ‘thg old
tranflators, in which he fays, ¢ there is ne
“ effential difference, and adopting them. as
‘¢ exprefling the true meaning of thefe very
““ aphorifms” concurs with them in fubje@ing
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Hippocrates, Ithink, very unjuftly, to the
harfh imputations, both of * inaccurate pre-
¢ dicion, and of deficient information.on this
£¢ fubjed.!” f .

Fhwa has he afforded an opportunity to me,
oramy other ignoramus ia medicine or furgery,
who can but tranflate” two fhart fentences of
@resk into. Latin, or Englith, to volunteer
their fervices, to ufe his own appofite words,
" in the'laudable, and honourable office of ¢ de-

¢« fending HipPOoCRATES againft a charge of
¢« profeffional ignorance, want of fenfe, and
¢« incapacity of predi&ion, which in my mind
¢ is implied, if it could be fuppofed, that his
“ meanipg was in fac&t, that adopted by Mr.
¢ Crowther, and the old tranflators,” with
whom he leagues himfelf. See his book
p. 280, and p. 287.
On the borders of four-fcore, and with my
- eurta fupellex, 1 muft relu@antly decline the
honour of embracing this golden opportunity,
and prudently recolle&t the wifdom of the old
faying, that * a weak advocate may fpoil a
¢ good caufe,” feeing too before my eyes, a.
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glaring inftance of the imiminent danger of
placing myfclf in a truly ¢ aukWard ﬁtu-
‘¢ ation.” o

Mr. Crowther, in his ¢¢ Praéhcal Obferva-
‘¢ vations, &c.” furnithes me with confiderable
confolation under the misfortune of having
fuggefted and fupported, what he conceivesto
be an erroneous interpretation of the two apho-
rifms, and amazingly injurious to the:¢harac-
ter of their illuftrious author, for whoth I en-
tertain the higheft veneration, by the follow-
ing acknowledgment.

¢ In juftice to' J. C. it ought to be: ﬂnted
¢t that a gentleman, pre-eminently diftin-
¢¢ guithed by his profound knowledge of the
““ Greek language, would, when T ftated the
¢ queftion, have committed' the fame error,
“ but for my explications, conceiving that
“ mucus or pus, might be ufed indifferently ;
“ from this circumftance it may be furely in-
KT ferred, that however eminent a man may
¢¢ be for Greek literature, he is not therefore
“* {ufficiently qualified to judge of medical
- ““ fubje@®s, unlefs affifted by other advan-

‘¢ tages.”
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- The confideratign:of this paffage fuggefts to
me fome remarks, and inferences, which Iam
unwilling: entirely to fupprefs.. I will net
captioufly take  occafion here to fuppofe that
Mr. Crowthér meant - to infinuate, that he
himfelf was fill profounder than the pre-
eminent Greek fcholar, whom he, . by his

k¢ gxplications” happily faved from commit-
_t_ihg, the fame error which I have committed,
. by giving an innocent explanation of a Greek
fentence or two, which feems to have offended
" him excéedingly. | -

I will ‘not .do Mr. Crowther the injuftice,
which 1 fincerely think it would be, to put
-fuch an unfavourgble conftruéion on his
words, -not intended, : I believe, to convey, any
fuch meaning. - But in confideration of their
beneficial effe on a gentleman fo highly, and
I doubt not, fo juftly praifed, and confequently
. ¢onceiving that the explanations muft have
been very learned, I for one, regret they are
not more explicitly. ftated, and réqmmun‘icated
to the public, with a particular account of the.

ueftion which he ftated to his friend.
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" The communication of fach powetfil expla-
-nations, would have conte too late to havefaved
me from committing my error, but' it might
haye been a warning, -and a (alvation to ethets,
and perhaps might have reclaimed me from
perfifting ¢ pertinacioufly” in an erroneous
courfe.

But a clearer and an undeniable meaning of
the paffage quoted is, that an ignorance of the
medical diftinction between pws and mucus, aind
a fuppofition of their being fynonimous,or very
nearly {fynonimous terms, muft conftantly lead
the beft Greek {cholarsto ¢ commit juft fuch
anerror as I have committed,’’ and would have
led the gentleman ¢ pre-eminently diftin-
guithed for his profound knowledge in the
Greek language” to have given the fame, or
fimilar tranflations of thefetwo thortaphorifms
but for Mr. Crowther’s explanations, which
proved a fualvo in his cafe, thoughtheyfailed in
mine.

I'am very unwilling to advert again to this
momentousdiftinétion between pus and mucus.
But as the original date of the aphorifms, and
theoriginal date of thisicaportant diftin&tion,are
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far, very fat froth being fynchronous, Iam to-
tally at 4 lofs to conceive how Greek fcholats,
if they were even phyficians, or pra&ical fur-
geofis; could help committing the fame error
thiat I have committed, and that Mr. Crow-
ther’s friend was in fuch imminent hazard of
eoinmitting, during the long, very long inter-
val of tittie that elapféd from the publication
of the aphorifims, before the diftin&ion be-
tweeorpus'and suecus entered into any medical
rian’s head. :
-} am-much “inclined’ to believe that they
muft: have interpreted them in much the fame
fenfe-in which I have tranflated them, and in
which Mr.Crowther’s friend would have better
tranflited them, but for Mr. Crowther’s ez-
planitions, i. e. 4s I conceive, by a fatisfice-
.tory ftatement of ‘@ modern diftin&ion be- -
-tween pus and»mdcus, ¢ ill founded as it poﬁ" -
- “bly may be,” of which his friend’s profound

fkill m:theGreek "language could give him no
.conception, and of which, as its origination

was {o long pofterior to his time, Hipppcratcs
himfelf muft have been utt erly ighofant.
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A

The Greek quotation from fome part .of
Hippocrates’ works, given in Mr. Crowth_cr_’s
book, p. 293, and referring to I know
not what edition of Hijppocrates, p. 411,
proves very clearly, that he denoted both the
laudable, and the impure fluid in the fockets. of
joints, by the fame common name - of Mufz .
fo that he certainly knew nothing of this
diftinttion between pus and - mucys, from
~ which we may furely infer, that the know-
ledge, and even the belief of this diftine-
tion’s being well founded, canpot .be:,indif=
penfibly neceflary to. the juft undcrﬁa‘nﬁing;
or- to the right interpretatian of his'two
-aphorifms in queftion, - .

It is certainly very true, as’ Mr. Crow-
ther has difcovered; that ¢¢ no man, how-
f“ever eminent he may be for Greek
¢¢ literature, " js therefore fufficiently quali-
“ fied to judge of medical fubjefts, unlefs
¢ affifted by o_thcr advantages.” He may like
wife in time be moreover convinced, that -
no phyfician, or pra&ical - furgeon, however
fkilled he may be in his pmfcﬂidn, is therefore
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qualified to, judge of points of Greek literatyre,
o ux;lefs aflifted by other. advantagcs.” Wou,l.d
Mr Crowther have it believed, that, kis
leamed fignd, who could tranflate the Greek
text of ;Hippocratcs into, Latin or  English
upon fi oht, ad. apertqram fibrj, or that I who
aud., lgng,pgrmg.ove_r; a Sir.eck. .ﬁ:ntcncc or two
of that. autl;io.r, to uqdprﬁand and.to tranflate
ghcm, coyld, cxther of .us, be, fo-abfurd, as to
mmagine we were therefore quahﬁed to judgs
of medical {ubjets which we knew nothing
gibguf? Non omnia poffumus omnes. ‘

_"Ths readily admitted, that a phyfician, or
~evena practical furgeon,. poffefled of an ac-
qua_intanée_ with their original language, and
equal critical {kill, is more likely to elicit the
true meaning of Hippocrates® aphorifms, than
even én eminent Greek {cholar, quite a novice
" in all medical fcience.  But what thén ? Must
it pot ftill be acknowledged, that it is only,
and ultimately by an acquaintance with the

- eriginal Janguage in which they are recorded,
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that their mieanings can be afeertained, and
not by any iknll whatfoever ctther in phyﬁc,
or in furgery 7 - ‘

- 1F cafes fhould row and then happen, that
-traullanons from thé dhcient Greek phyficans
are at variance with the doétrines and theotiés
of todern medical men, and-that they can- -
- not any how be" brought to- taﬂy with: each
other, is it not full as lrkely‘ that the medicdl
theories may be unfounded, as that the hterary
teaniflations may’ be unfair?  The Greek
baving’ néw becohe a dead language, the
words of it remain unaltered, and unalterable,
‘while the fathions of medicine and phyfic are
changing, and ¢thangeable continually. '
" Multa me movent ut zta credam, an‘c,
tnfuria judicet lector. - I

Does not Mr. Crowther, in pp. 276, 77,
feemt to approprizte to himfelf peculiarly, an
‘opintion, of which no perfon, who can read
the original, is ever likely to contfovert the
propriety ? “Who ever doubted about the
60th aphorifm being a fupplement. to the
59th ?  He thinks ¢¢ that if Mr.Ford or I had
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4 {g regarded them, we could not have poffebly
¢ adoptedidut travflationsof them.” ' I verily
believethiat Mr.Ford admitted this obvious,and
“proper artarsgement : of -the aphorismsy but I
.cettainly know I did fo'arrange them more than

. Aifty years ago s neverthelefs we adopted the
* tranflations, to which, en re-confideration, I
il adhe‘re,’ fo that Mr. Crowther, if he never
noticed it before, may now fee that impoffibi-
fities fometimes happen. |

" On the whole, I am at an utter lofs to find
‘out on- what Mr. Crowther fdunds his truft,
<< that hehas shewn the impropriety of adopt-
-#¢ing either Mr.Ford’s, or his friend’s tranfla-
¢ tions, [and ‘what is ftill more wonderful]
¢« from tho authorities which they themfelves
“¢ have produced.”  Pra@ical Obfervations,
" p. 285, | '

‘T'thoutd be much obliged to any person who
would point out to me in Mr.Crowther"s book,
a fingle tittle where he has thewn this impro-
priety iti any dégree, or upon any authorities
‘whatfoever,of vur havin g'adopted trariflations,

‘that remain ftill unam{wered, and - which
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now, by revifal, and a ftrier adherence to the
original text, are rendered lefs liable to mifre-
prefentation ; ahd.I can ftill more than before
‘venture to affirm, #¢that there is:not a fingle
:$¢ word in the original téxt of any.irhportance,
¢ which I have knowingly warped violated,
¢ or tranflated meo periculo,”’ '

- An heec fint congrua, et confentanea, Ie&om,
erit judicium.  Sed his diutius immorari, alte-
rius ¢ft, et otyj, et opere, guam que noftra
‘nune funt, TR

.. According to this. tranﬂanon, whxch I con-
ceive to be well fupported, .the doftrine of
. Mr. Ford’s book, appears to me to..be the
-do&rine of the father of medicine; and the
fenfe and purport of the 59th aph. fetion V1.
“juft amounts to this, ¢ In a long hip-
¢¢ difeafe, the hip-joint ftands out forwards,
¢ the hip falls in behind, and purulent matter
“ fupervenes.” .. .

Hlppocrates,a faoacxous mdefaqwable ob{ér—
.ver, cxther firft madc tbis dxfcovcry, or he W3s
_mﬁrué‘qad in it by Dcmocntu;s, from whom it

-1s fagd, he acquired mqqh 1;1formanon, and he
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has‘recordéd'it for'the beriehit of mankind, with
the  philofophical precifioii of ‘a fcholar, and
the elegint felitity of a’gentleman.

- After what'hias been faid ofthe 59th apher-
#in, it febms unneceflary to 2dd any thing to
what has been ftated of the 60th, in thetext,
" and tiotes, pages 67, &e.

This ‘appéndix, with the notes, was com-
municated to Mr. Ford, in writing, at diffe-
rent times, in the year 17y4; January. 30th,
in the year 1808, March 1; and to his ne-
phew, April - 10, 1810, by a fincere friend to
the Author, and a real well-wisher to the
Editor.

Si quid ‘novisti rectius istis
€andide impertias, si non his utcre mecum.

J. C.

MOoRE than ten years after the firft publi-
cation of this work, A.D. 1805, a pamphlet
of fifty-five pages appeared, to which the,
note in page 75th of this edition has a refer-

ence. It was written by William Falconer,
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‘M.D. F.R.S. Phyfician to the Bath General
Hofpital. It is entitled a “ Diflertation on
«¢ IscuiAs 3 or the Difeafe of the Hip- Joint,
¢ commonly called 3 Hip Casg s .apd on the -
“ ufe of the Bath,Waters, asa REMEDY. in
“ this Complaint.” :

From the penult leaf of tlus pamphlet
page 53, I extrad what follows, marked with
inverted commas. |

¢ Mr.Edward Ford, Surgeon to the Weft-
¢ minfter General Dispenfary, - publifhed,
“ A.D. 1794, a work,. entituled, ¢ Qbferva-
¢ tions on the Difeafe of the Hip- Joint, &c.”

¢ This gentleman has given a good de-
“ fcription of the difeafe, and has added feve-
¢¢ ral ufeful plates, particularly the firft, which
‘¢ fhews the ftate of the mufcles covering
¢ the nates, and thofe immediately below
“ /them, which afford fome of the earlieft
¢ and decifive figns of- the prefence of the
“ difeafe.” a .

¢ His indications of cure appear to me to
‘“.be proper and judicious. Iam, however,
¢ inclined to think that he places too much
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¢ dependance on the benefit to be derived
¢ from iffues, and too little on the offc&s of
¢ the warm bath.”” - ' - v

#¢ Had the  confidered. Dr. Charlton’s ‘re~
¢ port of the proportion of thofe bensfited by
¢ the warm bath, he would prabably have
« ranked it higher in his eftimation,” .

The Editor feels it his duty here to explain.
a little on . the congluding paragraph of this
extradt, folikely to lead fuch as are uwnac- -
quainted with Mr. Ford’s book, to think that
he haq either negle@ted to fpeak of Dr. Charl-
ton’s ¢ Treatife,”&c. or that he had fpoken of
it z’ncory‘ derately. 1 well know that Mr.
Ford was very careful not to overlook any
thmO' then in prmt, that had the leaft bearing '
on the fubject of his work, and could be got
here, Whatever he difcovered relative to it,
was fure to be weighed with attention, ex~
amined with care, and mentioned with
candour. |

It was never his way to appropriate tQ
him{elf a tittle of what he knew to belong to
~anothér, to borrow without acknowledge-
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frienit; of to treat any publication, or its
author, otherwife than with generous juftice.

Thofe who knew him Will readily concur
in this'.’tcﬁimony; ‘and thofe who knew him
not, need bat turn to the 2nd fection of his
ook, where, particulatly from page 44 to
page 49, inclufive, they will find ample and
fatisfatory eviderice, that Mr. Ford ‘had well
confidered Dr. Charlton’s report, on which it
now becorhes rcquiﬁfe to femark, as undue
firefs feems to be laid hpon it

In the firft piacc, it is admitted by Dr. Fal-
cOncr,.that the Bath waters are mﬁfeﬂ'edly’
prejhdicial in every fituation ' accompanied
with he&ic fever; atid in the néxt place;
what Mr. Crowther affirmis iri his book, page
1, 9, 5; 7, 4and 258 merits confideration :
« Children are peculiarly fubje@ to the difeafe
“in quéﬁion, and no cafe has hitherto occur-
¢ red to me in which the patient was not of
“a firumoushabit.  Affetions of this articu-
<« Tation, (the hip-joint) produced by accident,
““ may not all be of a ferophulous nature, but
“ the majority of fuch cafes is undoubtedly of
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¢ that defcription.”  Confequently by keis
cal fymptoms, and flrumous and ferophulous
taints, much the majority of patients labour-
ing under the hip difeafe; ¢an derive no fort
of benefit from the REMEDY recommended for
this affliGion by Dr. Falconer, for the good
effe@ts of the Bath waters on férophulous com=
plaints, is not by any means generally acknows
ledged ; thoughthe Dofor mentions one ¢on-
fequence attending the ufe of them, which is
really miraculous, if future obfervation fhould
confirm. it¥*, '

¢ The firft good effeQis of bathing in the hot
“¢ bath (at Bath) are to abate the ftiffnefs and
“ pain of the joint, and to afford a greater
«¢ latitude and extent of motion. This is often
“¢ perceived after ufing it three or four times.
¢ Asthe effe@s of the REMEDY proceed, the
¢¢ forenefs and fwelling diminifh, the no&ur-
¢ nal pain,which is often very diftrefling,abates,
¢¢ the power of fupporting the body on the
« lower limbs, on the affefted fide, increafes,

# See his. pamphlet, entitled ¢ A Differtation on Ifchias,”

&c. puges 22, 28.
U
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- o the légs, whether Jhorfer or longer, ap<
¢¢ proach "towards their proper dimenfions,
« and the muicles, that were let down and
¢¢ wafted, regain their natural fhape, firmnefs
¢ and plumpnefs !”’ :
Asthedoctorhasexceptedall pcrfons diftrefled

with this grievous complaint from the benefit
of the REMEDY he recommends, if they have

hectical fymptoms, in which cafe itis ““con-

«Tefledly prejudicial ;** he has taken no notice,

in enumerating the caufesof the difeafe,of the

moftufual | ferophulous nature of it,althou ghMr.

Crowther properly maintains that the majority
" of the cafes of the hip-difeafe are undoubtedly

of that defcription. :

The moft numerous clafs of fuﬁ"ercrs from

xhls complaint would therefore, even at an
early ftage of thedifeafe, undergo the trouble
and expence of repairing to Bath in>vain;’ as
Dr. Falconer, if he difcovered - that they were
either hecical orfcrophulous,with equal earneft-
nefs would recommend them not to make any
.trial of this REMEDY, ‘‘confefledly prejudi-

cial in their cafes,” as it would “ferye. only-

to aggravate their mifery,and haften their dif-
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folution,” and multiply the deaths from the”
difeafe at Bath, to the dlfadvantavo of ltS.
reports. ‘

It seems that a trial of the Bath waters is
moreover inadmiffable, if matter has been
fformga; or if it be forming soon aftér their
arrival at'Bath. ¢ Thefe, therefore, fays the
< Door fhould be ftruck out of the account,
“¢ as proving nothing either of the efficacy or
¢« iu_éﬂié’écy ofthe waters. The greateft part”
“of them (why did he not fay all of them)-
_ “ ought hot (he fays) to have becn fcnt hither”
Cee atall”

Let it be obferved, that this quotation from
Dr. Falconei”s pamphlet, is not introduced
here fo much to prove, or to difprove ‘the pro-‘
pncty of féndmo at an early period, this very
numerous clafs of heical and ferophulous fuf-
ferers from the hip-difeafe to Bath, as to ac-
count for the few inftances of deaths from this
complaint ftated in the Bath reports, on which
fallacious argument an undue ftrefs is laid
in proof of the Bath waters being a remedy
for the hip-difeafe, of which fo many dare
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‘not make trial, but at the certain rifk of ¢ ag-
« gravating their mifery, or haftening their
«¢ difolution.” -

The following quotations frbm, and refer-
ences to the fame publication, juftify what has
been faid, and ferve to evince, not indeed that
the Bath reports are either not fair, or not
authentic, but that Do&or Falconer - holds
them in hlghcr eﬁxmatnon, and -draws a.
conclu,ﬁon from them in aid of his favountc
remedy, that the due conﬁderatlon of thcu'
nature and efficacy by no means warrants.

<c#As Bath-waters are confefledly prejudicial
“in every fituation accompamed with hcéhc
¢ fcvcr,we feldom thncfs the laft ftage of this
‘¢ dnfcafq ; fuch pcrfons bemgufually fent home

~ “fas mcapable of recovering bcncﬁt from this
< remedy Sometimes mdecd we have been

“ neccﬂitatcd to retain fuch diftrefled objeéts,

u,ntxl thc termination of their miferies” &ec.

.Agam—“ It happens mdce,d fometimes

¢¢ either from the difeafe being too far advang-

“ ed before the patients are fent; or from

® Ibidem, pages 9, 10, 27, 28, 32, ahd 33.
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« the tendency of the conftitution to he@tic
« fever, that fuppuration will come on in
« fpite of our efforts to prevent it. Such
¢¢ cafes being no longer fit fubje@s for a trial
« of the waters, are generally fent home, &c.
¢ If weather, diftance, or the violence of the
¢ difeafe, will not admit of their removil,
¢ they remain at the hofpital, to pay the hft
¢ debt to nature, &c.” '
Dr. Falconer, in the fame publication, page
52, has inferted the following note:
¢¢ Dr, Charlton fays, that Dr. Oliver Juﬂ:ly
¢¢ remarks, that when the cafe is recent, and
“¢ the patient young, our waters (the Bath
¢ waters) frequently effet acure. To which
¢¢ he adds, that when the difeafe has been of
. ¢long flanding, they feldomdo much fer-
¢ vice ; and if the parts are much inflamed,
“¢ but particularly if matter is formed, the ufe
o of them is highly injurious. Recent cafes
¢ in all difeafes admit moft eafily of relief, but
<¢ in the prefent,we need not defpair from the
“ long continuance only of the difeafe, pro-
¢ vided it has not advanced to the ftate of
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¢ fuppuration and he&ic fever. It is not the
‘¢ long continuance only of the difeafe, but
‘¢ the advanced ftage of it, that renders the
‘¢ waters improper.” |

Dr. Falconer, in his 33d page, fays the re-
gifter of the Bath hofpital isa moft accurate
and authentic medical record, and from his
very competent knowledge of it, and his own
very refpeCtable charatter, there can' be no
doubt of its being as accurate and authentic
as he ftates it ta be. '

But taking into the.confideration the very
many cafes in which the Bath waters are ac-
knowledged to be not only ufelefs, but éven
injuriousand prejudicial ; andalfothe greatcare
taken at Bath to prevent any perfons from dy-
ing there of the hip difeafe, evinced by the
preceding extrats, and references, it is vér)f
ealy to account for the comparitively few
deaths of this nature regiftered in their "re-
cords. It might well have been expc&ed
that fuch few deaths fhould 'have been ftill
fewer ; and on the whole of the argument,

the calculations from their tables, inftead of
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being in favour of the efficacy of the Bath
waters in hip difeafes, feem rather to prove
their inefficacy with refpe& to the preferva-
tion of life in fuch cafes. ‘
From what has been faid, I conclude that
Dr. Falconer has hid more ftrefs on Dr.
_ Charlton’s report than it can fairly bear ; and
that Mr. Ford confidered it well, and ranked
it properly in his eftimation. He has faid |
juft as much, and juft as little for and againfé
the ¢ Ufe of the Bath-waters as a Remedy in
¢¢ the Complaint of the Hip Joint,” as his
| judicious obfervation in a long and extenfive
pra&tice warranted him to fay, and no more
in either way, pro or con. He could likewife
have faid, with perfe veracity, that he had
no temptation to warp his judgment either

for, or againft the efficacy of warm bathing.
| E.
FINIS. |

Hayden, Printer, Brydges Street, Covent Garden.
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EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES.

Piate 1.  See Seiion I. page 14.

THIS figure is intended to fhew the elonga-
tion of the limb, its general emaciated appear-
ance, the flatnefs of the nates on the difeafed
fide, with other circumftances attending the

early peribds of the difeafe of the hip joint.

‘Prate I1.

This figure reprefents the limb fhortened, and-
anchylofed, the patient having undergone re-
peated fuppurations from a caries in the hip
joint; this and the pieceding figures were
taken by Mr. Birnie; the firft, from a patient,
who is now afflited with the fymptoms of dif-
eafe in the hip joint in its early ftate, antece-
dent to an external fuppuration and the fhort-
«ning of the limb; the other from the Cafe
defcribed, p. 169.
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Prate II.

' The carious bones reprefented in this plate,
were taken from the patient, whofe cafe is re-
lated in the firft Section, p. 24. ‘

Fic. 1. A, Shews a probe paffed into a fmall
bole, occafioned by caries of the cotyloid ca-
vity.

Fic II. B. fhews the probe paffed through
the cotyloid cavity, to the external fide of the
os. innominatum, where a caries had taken
place more confiderable, than that in the aceta-
bulum coxendicis.

Prate IV.

Reprefents the anchylofis of the hip joint,
referred to in Se&. V. p. 164.

.A. The fpineof the os ilium. ‘

B. The head of the thigh bone, anchylofcd
in the cotyloid cavity.

- C. The trochanter major.

D. Portions of difeafed bone, which had.
united to the thigh bone, and .ultimely. pro-
duced no inconvenience to the patient, as_he
had for a long time, previousto his death, re-,
covered from the complaint in the hip joint.
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" E. The ifcliion and os pubis, both of which
thew evident marks- of having fuffered great .
difc&fc.-’ L

~.. .PLate V. See pag. 168.

* Fic. I. A. Shews the head and neck of the
thigh bone, almoft deftroyed by caries, the re-
mainder of the thigh bene, being free from
difeafe. . ’

Fic. II. A, Shews the cotyloidav ityen-’
tirely obliterated. ' .

B. The cotyloid - cavity, the oppofite fide
in a found and healthy ftate.

C. The os facrum incurvated in fuch a man-
her, as to produce a contraction of the fupe-
riour aperture of the pelvis. :

D. The os pubis, and ifchion, fhewing ecvia
dent marks of having been fubjeted to caries.

Prate VI. See Case XVI. pag. 181.

Fic. N A. The head of the thigh bone carious;
+ it appears rough, thooting out into fmall points
which might in procefs of time have united.
with the new bone formed in the cotyloid
“cavity, -aud finally produced an anchylofis, if
the progrefs of the difeafe had been favourable..
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Fic II: A. Spine of the os ilium dnfa!'ed.
'B. The cotyloid cavity, entirely dcﬁroyd.
C. A mafs of new bony matter formed iw

the cavity, which, like the callus of a fraGured *,

bone, would in the courfe of time, have pro-j

bably filled up the fpace, formerly occupied'
by the head of the thigh bone, and might “IB
timately have coalefced with it. e

D Various portions of the os innominatum,
affected with caries. !

L'}

Prate VII.

Is intended to fhew a caries of the joint of o

the wrif, the bones united by anchylofis : the-

difeale is reprefented in two figures, in order

to demcnafizate a complete union of the carious

joint. : .
Prate VIIL.

Shews the carious fpine, more particularly’
defcribed in Sect. VI. p. 241.

A. Carious vertebree, either completely or

partially united by anchylofis.

B. Carious vertebrz, difunited from eachk
other, but evidently fhewing a tendcncy to<
wards a coaleicence of furfaces.

C Intervertebral fubftance not affected by

the difcale.
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