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' PREFACE

THE purpose of this little book is stated elsewhere, but a
few words of explanation are in place here. In the selec-
tion of materials I have endeavoured to use extracts which
were of real value for purposes of study, and yet of a nature
to arouse the interest of the boy or girl of sixteen. No
attempt has been made to treat of every important event or
aspect of English history. I have rather sought to bring
together extracts illustrating the dominant interest of each
period. It may seem that a disproportionate share of the
extracts is given to the later times. I have felt that this
departure from the practice of most histories and text-books
was justified by the great difficulty in gaining access to the
original materials of the history of the last three centuries.
Effort has been made to use the earliest or best edition
available, and to reproduce the text with exactness. In
some cases, however, the spelling has been deliberately
modernised. This has been done wherever I feared that
the difficulties of the original form might check the interest
of the student.

I am under much obligation to many writers, editors, and
publishers, without whose generous courtesy the preparation
of this book would have been impossible. Thus it is by the
liberality of Mr. D. Nutt, and of Messrs. G. Putnam’s Sons,
and of the several editors, that I am able to print Extracts
22, 27, 31, 33, 37, and 41. Dr. Lupton and the delegates
of the Clarendon Press have kindly given me permission to
use Extract 62 ; Messrs. G. Bell and Sons, to use Extracts
go and 93 ; Mr. Henry Lucy and Messrs. Cassell and Com-
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vi Preface

pany, to use Extract 133; the Controller of her Majesty’s
Stationery Office, to use Extracts 2o, 21, 42, 55, 60, and
68. I am [indebted toMessrs. W. Blackwood and Sons, to
Messrs. Dodd, Mead and Company, and to the author’s
representatives for warrant to print Extracts 148 and 149.
To these and to many others thanks are due for full and
generous permission to use material of which they hold the
copyright.

To the friends who have aided me in various ways I
express here my gratitude. I am especially indebted to
Miss Adé€line Hawes of Wellesley College and to Miss M.
G. Gordon for help in the preparation of translations and
versions. Above all, my thanks are due to my sister, Mrs.
Francis Kendall, for assistance which alone made it possible
for me to complete my task at this time.

ELIZABETH KIMBALL KENDALL.

WONALANCET, NEW HAMPSHIRE
August 28, 1900,
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PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS

.I. THE VALUE OF SOURCE STUDY

EacH year shows advance toward a general appreciation
of the value and feasibility of source study by younger as
well as by older students. It is no longer thought useless,
or even dangerous, to place the original text in the hands of
the boy or girl Just beginning the study of history.

The definite gains from a moderate and carefully directed
use of sources are manifold. First and foremost is the
stronger sense of reality produced by coming in direct con-
tact with the men who helped to make history, or with those
who actually witnessed the events they describe. Tao the
average schoolboy, historic personages are heroes or bores,
as the case may be, but never men. To remedy this would
be a long step toward success in the teaching of history, and
here the value of the original letter or description is at once
apparent. What brilliant character sketch can so surely
bring home to the student the fact that Warwick the King-
maker was a real man, as his brief personal postscript to the
formal demand for aid in 1471, “ Henry, I pray you, fail not
now as ever I may do for you.” Or who that has read
Robert Baillie’s account of Strafford’s trial, with its hard,
unsympathetic touches, its careful detail, its homely local
comparisons, can fail to see, as though on a canvas, that
scene in Westminster Hall where the great minister stood at

bay, fighting for his life?

Again, a deeper, a more lasting impression is secured by
turning back to the original account. What words of the

e
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teacher, or of the text-book, can fix so indelibly in the stu-
dent’s mind the attitude of James I toward Puritanism and
the’'Puritans’ as’'Barlow’s' relation of the Hampton Court
Conference? And surely the boy who has read the letters
of Charles I and of Oliver Cromwell, if asked to compare
the characters of these two men, could say something more
than that “ Charles I was beheaded, and Oliver Cromwell
died.” Or who that has read Matthew Paris can ever forget
what the rule of Henry III meant to England ?

Still another advantage is the interest aroused through
allowing the men of a bygone time to speak for themselves.
The student feels that he is at the heart and beginning of
things when he reads the story as told by the man who did
the great deed, or at least by one who saw him do it. His
interest is stimulated as it could not be by the careful ac-
count prepared in cold blood by the historian, a man of
- another age and of an alien temper.

A certain judicial fairness of attitude toward men and
events of the past is fostered by reading the original ac-
counts with their marked personal stamp. Where each
side has a chance to tell its own story, the student is led to
weigh evidence, to consider probabilities. He is forced
unconsciously to abandon his prejudices, to see that right
and wrong are often separated by a very narrow line, that
the good are not all on one side, the bad all on the other.
And as he thus studies the men of the past, striving to rea-
lize their point of view, he is fitting himself to take ‘a
sounder view of the conditions of to-day. For, as the histo-
rian Lecky has well said, “ He who has learnt to understand
the character and tendencies of many succeeding ages, is not
likely to go very far wrong in estimating his own.”

Various elaborate and suggestive discussions of this sub-
ject are now available. Zhe Source Book of American
History, by Albert Bushnell Hart, contains Practical Intro-
ductions of much value. Charles W. Colby's Selections from
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the Sources of English History has a very suggestive Intro-
duction upon the subject. . One of the appendices to Z%e
Study of History in the Schools, Report of the Committee of
Sewven, published in 1899, is devoted to a discussion of the
use of sources. Valuable suggestions may be gained from
a leaflet on the Use of Original Sources in the Teaching of
History, issued by the History Department of the University
of Pennsylvania. The New England History Teachers’
Association will publish a report upon this subject in the
coming autumn. :

II. USE OF A SOURCE BOOK

It is not to be expected that a volume of a few hundred
pages can furnish sufficient material for historical generali-
zation. It would seem possible, however, that it might
serve as a useful adjunct to a text-book, helping to secure
some of the advantages resulting from a study of the
sources.

The student who has read extracts from the various kinds
of original material — diaries, letters, speeches, etc.— will
understand as never before what the study and writing of
history actually are; he will have felt for himself the per-
sonal note, so interesting and so misleading ; he will realize
in a measure the difficulties of dealing with incomplete and
biassed accounts. Again, the material, though insufficient
for a complete study of any one topic, will serve amply to
illustrate the bare statements of the text-book. What stu-
dent who reads the letters of Howard, Drake, and Hawkyns
in 1588 can fail to gain a lasting impression of the condi-
tions under which the attack of the Armada was met, and
of the temper of the men who saved England.

The value of such a book may be increased by new
arrangements in groups of different extracts. For example,
the American student is familiar with the eighteenth century
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conception of the worth of a colony. Keeping that in
mind, let him read Nos. 139 and 147, the one showing
the/view thatCprevailed (in the early part of this century,
the other the present reaction from that view. Or let him
read successively the various extracts that refer to Ireland,
such as Nos. 22, 61, 111, 108, 128, 137, 132, 133. Thus
studied in a group by themselves, while they will not afford
a complete view of Irish history, they will at least throw a
strong light upon the conditions that have prevailed from
time to time.

Again, such a book may be found of use in review work.
Take No. 97. Read in due course, that memorial of the
Popish panic of 1679 will enable the student to realize
the unreasoning terror of that time. Re-read with the side
notes at a later stage of his work, it will bring home to him,
not merely the frenzy of 1679, but the prevailing Catholic
influence of the reign of James II, the reaction of the
Revolution of 1688, the unreforming spirit of the eigh-
teenth century, the passion for reform in the nineteenth.

III. SOURCES IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY
BIBLIOGRAPHIES OF SOURCES

The most complete bibliography of the sources of English
history is contained in Gardiner and Mullinger’s /n#roduc-
Hon to the Study of English History. The value of each
writer is carefully estimated, and there is added a brief
statement of the character of his work. Dr. Lee, of Johns
Hopkins University, has in preparation a source book of
English history which is provided with a very helpful bibli-
ography. The report of the New England History Teachers’
Association, to be issued this autumn, will contain a list
of available sources suitable for school use. A4 History of
England, by K. Coman and E. Kendall, has a brief list
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of the most accessible sources, giving in each case the
name of the publisher and the price.

THE MoST ACCESSIBLE SOURCES

There are various volumes of illustrative material and
collections of reprints available for the use of schools.
Two books containing extracts from the sources have ap-
peared recently, Selections from the Sources, by Charles
Colby, and Sidelights on English History, by Ernest Hen-
derson. The former covers the ground from the earliest
time to the middle of the present century ; the scope of the
latter is limited to the period from the accession of Eliza-
beth to the accession of Victoria. The different volumes
of the series, English History by Contemporary Writers
(general editor, F. York Powell), and a similar series in
Scottish history, deal with some of the most important
periods. Selected numbers of the Zranslations and Re-
prints issued by the History Department of the University
of Pennsylvania furnish material for special aspects of Eng-
lish history.

Three valuable volumes of documents have been pub-
lished : Select Charters, by W. Stubbs (Latin) ; Select Stat-
utes and Constitutional Documents, by R. Prothero; and
Documents of the Puritan Rebellion, by S. R. Gardiner.
The source book of English history, in course of prepara-
tion by Dr. Lee, is chiefly documentary.

Pamphlets dealing with questions of the day are often
of great value. KElizabethan and Jacobean Pamphlets and
Political Pamphlets (both edited by George Saintsbury)
give some of the most important examples of original mate-
rial of this nature. Political Pamphlets, edited by Pollard,
is a book of similar character.

The Parliamentary History and Parliamentary Debates
are to be found only in the largest libraries, but the three
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volumes of Representative British Orations, edited by C. K.
Adams, Political Orations (Camelot Series), and .Modern
Political) Orations, edited by L. Wagner, give some of the
noteworthy speeches by the most famous orators.

The Bohn Library contains many of the early chronicles
in English translation. Froissart’s Chronicles (Lord Ber-
ners's translation) have been edited recently by G. C.
Macaulay. The Arber English Reprints afford much valu-
able material, especially for the sixteenth century. Selected
numbers of Cassell’'s National Library and of the Old
South Leaflets supply source material in a very cheap form.

Diaries, letters, memoirs, and biographies are of especial
value. The less formal character and the marked personal
element of this class of material render it useful in stimu-
lating the interest of the student. A volume of the Paston
Letters, that invaluable record of middle-class life in the
fifteenth century, is published in the Bokn Library. There
is also a complete edition in three volumes. Zhe Letters
and Speeches of Oliver Cromwell, edited by T. Carlyle, are
of great interest. For the Restoration there is the inimita-
ble Diary of Samuel Pepys, edited by Wheatley. In the
Bokn Library are found Asser’s Life of Alfred and Hutch-
inson’s Memoirs of Colonel Huitchinson. The latter work
has been edited recently with much care by C. H. Firth,
the editor of the valuable Zudlow Memoirs. For the six-
teenth century there are Cardinal Wolsey, by G. Cavendish,
and William Roper’s Life of Sir Thomas More. In timely
recognition of the coming one thousandth anniversary of
the death of Alfred two new books have appeared, Affred
in the Chroniclers, by L. Conybeare, and King Alfred, by
F.York Powell (English History by Contemporary Writers).

A source library including most of the works enumerated
above may be obtained for about forty-five dollars, and will
be found fairly adequate for a study of the whole course of
English history.



Source-Book of

English History



www.libtool.com.cn

Digitized by GOOg[G




CHAPTER I—BRITONS AND ‘SAXONS
1. The British Isles in the First Century

Britain : fts boundaries, shape, and survounding seas

HE geography and inhabitants of Britain, already

described by many writers, I will speak of, not that

my research and ability may be compared with theirs, but

because the country was then for the first time thoroughly

subdued. And so matters, which as being still not accurately

known my predecessors embellished with their eloquence,
shall now be related on the evidence of facts.

Britain, the largest of the islands which Roman geography
includes, is so situated that it faces Germany on the east,
Spain on the west; on the south it is even within sight of
Gaul ; its northern extremities, which have no shores oppo-
site to them, are beaten by the waves of a vast open sea.
The form of the entire country has been compared by Livy
and Fabius Rusticus, the most graphic among ancient and
modern historians, to an oblong shield or battle-axe. And
this, no doubt, is its shape without Caledonia, so that it has
become the popular description of the whole island. There
is, however, a large and irregular tract of land which juts
out from its furthest shores, tapering off in a wedge-like
form. Round these coasts of remotest ocean the Roman
fleet then for the first time sailed, ascertained that Britain
is an island, and simultaneously discovered and conquered
what are called the Orcades, islands hitherto unknown.
Thule, too, was descried in the distance, which as yet had
been hidden by the snows of winter. Those waters, they
say, are sluggish, and yield with difficulty to the oar, and
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are not even raised by the wind as other seas. The reason,
I suppose, is_that lands and mountains, which are cause and
origin’ of 'storms; dre-here ‘comparatively rare, and also that
the vast depths of that unbroken expanse are more slowly
set in motion. But to investigate the nature of the ocean
and the tides is no part of the present work, and many
writers have discussed the subject. I would simply add,
that nowhere has the sea a wider dominion, that it has
many currents running in every direction, that it does not
merely flow and ebb within the limits of the shore, but pene-
trates and winds far inland, and finds a home among hills
and mountains as though in its own domain.

Origin of the inkabitants (of Britain)

Who were the original inhabitants of Britain, whether they
were indigenous or foreign, is, as usual among barbarians,
little known. TFheir physical characteristics are various, and
from these conclusions may be drawn. The red hair and
large limbs of the inhabitants of Caledonia point clearly to
a German origin. The dark complexion of the Silures, their
usually curly hair, and the fact that Spain is the opposite
shore to them, are an evidence that Iberians of a former
date crossed over and occupied these parts. Those who
are nearest to the Gauls are also like them, either from the
permanent influence of original descent, or, because in coun-
tries which run out so far to meet each other, climate has.
produced similar physical qualities. But a general survey
inclines me to believe that the Gauls established themselves
in an island so near to them. Their religious belief may be
traced in the strongly-marked British superstition. The
language differs but little ; there is the same boldness in
challenging danger, and, when it is near, the same timidity
in shrinking from it. The Britons, however, exhibit more
spirit, as being a people whom a long peace has not yet
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enervated. Indeed, we have understood that even the Gauls
were once renowned in war ; but, after a while, sloth follow-
ing on ease crept/over (themyand they lost their courage’
along with their freedom. This too has happened to the
long-conquered tribes of Britain; the rest are still what the
Gauls once were.

Military customs; climate ; products of the soil

Their strength is in infantry. Some tribes fight also with

the chariot. The higher in rank is the charioteer; the
dependants fight. They were once ruled by kings, but are
now divided under chieftains into factions and parties. Qur
greatest advantage in coping with tribes so powerful is that
they do not act in concert. Seldom is it that two or three
states meet together to ward off a common danger. Thus,
while they fight singly, all are conquered.
" Theirsky is obscured by continual rain and cloud. Severity
of cold is unknown. The days exceed in length those of our
part of the world ; the nights are bright, and in the extreme
north so short that between sunlight and dawn you can per-
ceive but a slight distinction. It is said that, if there are no
clouds in the way, the splendour of the sun can be seen
throughout the night, and that he does not rise and set, but
only crosses the heavens. The truth is, that the low shadow
thrown from the flat extremities of the earth’s surface does
not raise the darkness to any height, and the night thus fails
to reach the sky and stars.

With the exception of the olive and vine, and plants which
usually grow in warmer climates, the soil will yield, and even
abundantly, all ordinary produce. It ripens indeed slowly,
but is of rapid growth, the cause in each case being the same,
namely, the excessive moisture of the soil and of the atmos-
phere. Britain contains gold and silver and other metals,
as the prize of conquest. . . .
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Roman Governors of Britain

The Britonsthemselves bear cheerfully the conscription,
the taxes, and the other burdens imposed on them by the
Empire, if there be no oppression. Of this they are im-
patient; they are reduced to subjection, not as yet to
slavery. The deified Julius, the very first Roman who
entered Britain with an army, though by a successful en-
gagement he struck terror into the inhabitants and gained
possession of the coast, must be regarded as having indicated
rather than transmitted the acquisition to future generations.
Then came the civil wars, and the arms of our leaders were
turned against their country, and even when there was peace,
there was a long neglect of Britain. This Augustus spoke
of as policy, Tiberius as an inherited maxim. That Caius
Cxsar meditated an invasion of Britain is perfectly clear,
but his purposes, rapidly formed, were easily changed, and
his vast attempts on Germany had failed. Claudius was the
first to renew the attempt, and conveyed over into the island
some legions and auxiliaries, choosing Vespasian to share
with him the campaign, whose approaching elevation had
this beginning. Several tribes were subdued and kings
made prisoners, and destiny learnt to know its favourite. . . .

Tacitus, 7ke Life of Agricola (translated by A. Church and W.
Brodribb, London, 1877), Chs. X-XIII.

2. The Early Germans

Phlysical characteristics

For my own part, I agree with those who think that the
tribes of Germany are free from all taint of intermarriages
with foreign nations, and that they appear as a distinct,
unmixed race, like none but themselves. Hence, too, the
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same physical peculiarities throughout so vast a population.
All have fierce blue eyes, red hair, huge frames, fit only for
a sudden exertion! ' They’ are less-'able .to bear laborious
work. Heat and thirst they cannot in the least endure; to
cold and hunger their climate and their soil inure them. . . .

Arms, military manzuvres, and discipline

. « » Butfew use swords or long lances. They carry a spear
(framea is their name for it), with a narrow and short head,
but so sharp and easy to wield that the same weapon serves,
according to circumstances, for close or distant conflict.
As for the horse-soldier, he is satisfied with a shield and
spear ; the foot-soldiers also scatter showers of missiles, each
man having several and hurling them to an immense dis-
tance, and being naked or lightly clad with a little cloak.
There is no display about their equipment: their shields
alone are marked with very choice colours. A few only
have corslets, and just one or two here and there a metal or
leathern helmet. Their horses are remarkable neither for
beauty nor for fleetness. Nor are they taught various
evolutions after our fashion, but are driven straight forward,
or so as to make one wheel to the right in such a compact
body that none is left behind another. On the whole, one
would say that their chief strength is in their infantry, which
fights along with the cavalry; admirably adapted to the
action of the latter is the swiftness of certain foot-soldiers,
who are picked from the entire youth of their country, and
stationed in front of the line. Their number is fixed,—a
hundred from each canton; and from this they take their
name among their countrymen, so that what was originally
a mere number has now become a title of distinction.
Their line of battle is drawn up in a wedge-like formation.
To give ground, provided you return to the attack, is con-
sidered prudence rather than cowardice. The bodies of
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their slain they carry off, even in indecisive engagements.
To abandon your shield is the basest of crimes; nor may
a man/thids\disgraced (belpresent at the sacred rites, or enter
their council; many, indeed, after escaping from battle,
have ended their infamy with the halter.

Government. Influence of women

They choose their kings by birth, their generals for merit.
These kings have not unlimited or arbitrary power, and the
generals do more by example than by authority. If they
are energetic, if they are conspicuous, if they fight in
the front, they lead because they are admired. But to
reprimand, to imprison, even to flog, is permitted to the
-priests alone, and that not as a punishment, or at the gen-
eral’s bidding, but, as it were, by the mandate of the god,
whom they believe to inspire the warrior. They also carry
with them into battle certain figures and images taken from
their sacred groves. And what most stimulates their courage
is, that their squadrons or battalions, instead of being formed
by chance or by a fortuitous gathering, are composed of
families and clans. Close by them, too, are those dearest
to them, so that they hear the shrieks of women, the cries of
infants. Z%ey are to every man the most sacred witnesses
of his bravery—zhey are his most generous applauders.
The soldier brings his wounds to mother and wife, who
shrink not from counting or even demanding them, and
who administer both food and encouragement to the com-
batants. ... .

Councils

About minor matters the chiefs deliberate, about the more
important the whole tribe. Yet even when the final decision
rests with the people, the affair is always thoroughly dis-
cussed by the chiefs. They assemble, except in the case of
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a sudden emergency, on certain fixed days, either at new or
at full moon ; for this, they, comsider the most auspicious
season for the transaction of business. Instead of reckon-
ing by days as we do, they reckon by nights, and in this
manner fix both their ordinary and their legal appointments.
Night they regard as bringing on day. Their freedom has
this disadvantage, that they do not meet simultaneously or
as they are bidden, but two or three days are wasted in the
delays of assembling. When the multitude think proper,
they sit down armed. -Silence is proclaimed by the priests,
who have on these occasions the right of keeping order.
Then the king or the chief, according to age, birth, distinc-
tion in war, or eloquence, is heard, more because he has
influence to persuade than because he has power to com-
mand. If his sentiments displease them, they reject them
with murmurs; if they are satisfied, they brandish their
‘spears. The most complimentary form of assent is to
express approbation with their weapons. . . .

Training of the youth

They transact no public or private business without being
armed. 1t is not, however, usual for any one to wear arms
till the state has recognised his power to use them. Then
in the presence of the council one of the chiefs, or the
young man’s father, or some kinsman, equips him with a
shield and a spear. These arms are what the “toga " is
with us, the first honour with which youth is invested. Up
to this time he is regarded as a member of a household,
afterwards as a member of the commonwealth. Very noble
birth or great services rendered by the father secure for
lads the rank of a chief; such lads attach themselves to
men of mature strength and of long-approved valour. It
is noshame to be seen among a chief’s followers. Even in
his escort there are gradations of rank, dependent on the
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choice of the man to whom they are attached. These fol-
lowers vie keenly with each other as to who shall rank first
with 'his' \chief, ' ‘the -chiefs‘as to who shall have the most
numerous and the bravest followers. It is an honour as
well as a source of strength to be thus always surrounded
by a large body of picked youths; it is an ornament in
peace, and a defence in war. And not only in his own
tribe but also in the neighbouring states it is the renown
and glory of a chief to be distinguished for the number and
valour of his followers, for such a man is courted by embas-
sies, is honoured with presents, and the very prestige of his
name often settles a war.

Warlike ardour of the people

When they go into battle, it is a disgrace for the chief to
be surpassed in valour, a disgrace for his followers not to
equal the valour of the chief. And itis an infamy and a
reproach for life to have survived the chief, and returned
from the field. To defend, to protect him, to ascribe one's
own brave deeds to his renown, is the height of loyalty.
The chief fights for victory ; his vassals fight for their chief.
If their native state sinks into the sloth of prolonged peace
and repose, many of its noble youths voluntarily seek those
tribes which are waging some war, both because inaction is
odious to their race, and because they win renown more
readily in the midst of peril, and cannot maintain a numer-
ous following except by violence and war. Indeed, men
look to the liberality of their chief for their war-horse and
their blood-stained and victorious lance. Feasts and enter-
tainments, which, though inelegant, are plentifully fur-
nished, are their only pay. The means of this bounty come
from war and rapine. Nor are they as easily persuaded to
plough the earth and to wait for the year’s produce as to
challenge an enemy and earn the honour of wounds. Nay,
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they actually think it tame and stupid to acquire by the
sweat of toil what they might win by their blood.

Habits in time of peace

Whenever they are not fighting, they pass much of their
time in the chase, and still more in idleness, giving them-
selves up to sleep and to feasting, the bravest and the most
warlike doing nothing, and surrendering the management
of the household, of the home, and of the land, to the
women, the old men, and all the weakest members of the
family. They themselves lie buried in sloth, a strange com-
bination in their nature that the same men should be so
fond of idleness, so averse to peace. It is the custom of
the states to bestow by voluntary and individual contribu-
tion on the chiefs a present of cattle or of grain, which,
while accepted as a compliment, supplies their wants.
They are particularly delighted by gifts from neighbouring
tribes, which are sent not only by individuals but also by
the state, such as choice steeds, heavy armour, trappings,

and neckchains. We have now taught them to accept

money also.

Arvangement of their towns

It is well known that the nations of Germany have no
cities, and that they do not even tolerate closely contiguous
dwellings. They live scattered and apart, just as a spring,
a meadow, or a wood has attracted them. Their villages
they do not arrange in our fashion, with the buildings con-
nected and joined together, but every person surrounds his
dwelling with an open space, either as a precaution against
the disasters of fire, or because they do not know how to
-build. No use is made by them of stone or tile ; they em-
ploy timber for all purposes, rude masses without ornament
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or attractiveness. Some parts of their buildings they stain
more carefully with a clay so clear and bright that it resem-
bles/painting) ora coloured design. . . .

Hereditary feuds. Fines for homicide. Hospitality

It is a duty among them to adopt the feuds as well as
the friendships of a father or a kinsman. These feuds are
not implacable ; even homicide is expiated by the payment
of a certain number of cattle and of sheep, and the satis-
faction is accepted by the entire family, greatly to the
advantage of the state, since feuds are dangerous in pro-
portion to a people’s freedom.

No nation indulges more profusely in entertainments and
hospitality. To exclude any human being from their roof
is thought impious ; every German, according to his means,
receives his guest with a well-furnished table. When his
supplies are exhausted, he who was but now the host be-
comes the guide and companion to further hospitality, and
without invitation they go to the next house. It matters
not ; they are entertained with like cordiality. . . .

Food

A liquor for drinking is made out of barley or other grain,
and fermented into a certain resemblance to wine. The
dwellers on the river-bank also buy wine. Their food is of a
simple kind, consisting of wild-fruit, fresh game, and curdled
milk. They satisfy their hunger without elaborate prepa-
ration, and without delicacies. In quenching their thirst
they are not equally moderate. If you indulge their love
of drinking by supplying them with as much as they desire,
they will be overcome by their own vices as easily as by the
arms of an enemy.
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Sports. Passion for gambling

One and the same kind,of spectacle is always exhibited
at every gathering. Naked youths who practise the sport -
bound in the dance amid swords and lances that threaten
their lives. Experience gives them skill, and skill again
gives grace ; profit or pay are out of the question ; however
reckless their pastime, its reward is the pleasure of the
spectators. Strangely enough they make games of hazard a
serious occupation even when sober, and so venturesome are
they about gaining or losing, that, when every other resource
has failed, on the last and final throw, they stake the freedom
of their own persons. The loser goes into voluntary slavery ;
though the younger and stronger, he suffers himself to be
bound and sold. Such is their stubborn persistency in a
bad practice ; they themselves call it honour. Slaves of ‘this

‘kind the owners part with in the way of commerce, and also

to relieve themselves from the scandal of such a victory. . . .

Occupation of Land. Tillage

. « » Land proportioned to the number of inhabitants is
occupied by the whole community in turn, and afterwards .
divided among them according to rank. A wide expanse
of plains makes the partition easy. They till fresh fields
every year, and they have still more land than enough;
with the richness and extent of their soil, they do not
laboriously exert themselves in planting orchards, inclosing
meadows, and watering gardens. Corn is the only produce
required from the earth; hence even the year itself is not
divided by them into as many seasons as with us. Winter,
spring, and summer have both a meaning and a name ; the
name and blessings of autumn are alike unknown.

Cornelius Tacitus, Germania (translated by Church and Brod-

ribb, London, 1877), Chs. IV, VI, VII, XI, XVI, XXI,

XXIII, XXIV, XXVI.
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3. The Coming of the Angles and Saxons
(circ. 450)

In the year of our Lord 449, Martian being made em-
peror with Valentinian, and the forty-sixth from Augustus,

‘ruled the empire seven years. Then the nation of the Angles,

or Saxons, being invited by the aforesaid king, arrived in
Britain with three long ships, and had a place assigned them
to reside in by the same king, in the eastern part of the
island, that they might thus appear to be fighting for their
country, whilst their real intentions were to enslave it.
Accordingly they engaged with the enemy, who were come
from the north to give battle, and obtained the victory ;
which, being known at home in their own country, as also
the fertlhty of the country, and the cowardice of the Britons,
a more considerable fleet was quickly sent over, bringing a
still greater number of men, which, being added to the former,
made up an invincible army. The new comers received of
the Britons a place to inhabit, upon condition that they
should wage war against their enemies for the peace and se-

. curity of the country, whilst the Britons agreed to furnish

them with pay. Those who came over were of the three
powerful nations of Germany, — Saxons, Angles, and Jutes.
From the Jutes are descended the people of Kent, and of
the Isle of Wight, and those also in the province of the West-
Saxons who are to this day called Jutes, seated opposite to
the Isle of Wight. From the Saxons, that is, the country
which is now called Old Saxony, came the East-Saxons, the
South-Saxons, and the West-Saxons. From the Angles, that
is, the country which is called Anglia, and which is said, from
that time, to remain desert to this day, between the provinces
of the Jutes and the Saxons, are descended the East-Angles,
the Midland-Angles, Mercians, all the race of the Northum-
brians, that is, of those nations that dwell on the north side
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of the river Humber, and the other nations of the English.
... In ashort time, swarms of the aforesaid nations came
over into the island, and,they began, to increase so much
that they became terrible to the natives themselves who had
invited them. Then, having on a sudden entered into league
with the Picts, whom they had by this time repelled by the
force of their arms, they began to turn their weapons against
their confederates. At first, they obliged them to furnish a
greater quantity of provisions; and, seeking an occasion to
quarrel, protested, that unless more plentiful supplies were
brought them, they would break the confederacy, and ravage
all the island; nor were they backward in putting their
threats in execution. In short, the fire kindled by the hands
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of these pagans proved God’s just revenge for the crimes of

the people; . . . For the barbarous conquerors acting here
in the same manner, or rather the just Judge ordaining that
they should so act, they plundered all the neighbouring cities
and country, spread the conflagration from the eastern to
the western sea, without any opposition, and covered almost

every part of the devoted island. Public as well as private ~

structures were overturned ; the priests were everywhere
slain before the altars ; the prelates and the people, without
‘any respect of persons, were destroyed with fire and sword ;
nor was there any to bury those who had been thus cruelly
slaughtered. Some of the miserable remainder, being taken
in the mountains, were butchered in heaps. Others, spent
with hunger, came forth and submitted themselves to the
enemy for food, being destined to undergo perpetual servi-
tude, if they were not killed even upon the spot. Some, with
sorrowful hearts, fled beyond the seas.  Others, continuing
in their own country, led a miserable life among the woods,
rocks, and mountains, with scarcely enough food to support
life, and expecting every moment to be their last.

Bxda, Historia Ecclesiastica Gentis Anglorum (translated by J.
A. Giles, London, 1847), Book I, Ch. XV.
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4. Conversion of Edwin, King of the
Northumbrians (circ. 625)

The king, hearing these words, answered, that he was
both willing and bound to receive the faith which he taught ;
but that he would confer about it with his principal friends
and counsellors, to the end that if they also were of his
opinion, they might all together be cleansed in Christ the
Fountain of Life. Paulinus consenting, the king did as he
said ; for, holding a council with the wise men, he asked of
every one in particular what he thought of the new doctrine,
and the new worship that was preached? To which the
chief of his own priests, Coifi, immediately answered: “O
king, consider what this is which is now preached to us;
for I verily declare to you, that the religion which we have
hitherto professed has, as far as I can learn, no virtue in it.
For none of your people has applied himself more diligently
to the worship of our gods than I; and yet there are many
who receive greater favours from you, and are more pre-
ferred than I, and are more prosperous in all their under-
takings. Now if the gods were good for anything, they
would rather forward me, who have been more careful to
serve them. -It remains, therefore, that if upon examina-
tion you find those new doctrines, which are now preached
to us, better and more efficacious, we immediately receive
them without any delay.”

Another of the king’s chief men, approving of his words
and exhortations, presently added; “The present life of
man, O king, seems to me, in comparison of that time
which is unknown to us, like to the swift flight of a sparrow
through the room wherein you sit at supper in winter, with
your commanders and ministers, and a good fire in the midst,
whilst the storms of rain and snow prevail abroad ; the spar-
row, I say, flying in at one door, and immediately out at
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another, whilst he is within, is safe from the wintry storm;
but after a short space of fair weather, he immediately van-
ishes out of your, sight, into the dark winter from which he
had emerged. So this life of man appears for a short space,
but of what went before, or what is to follow, we are utterly
ignorant. If, therefore, this new doctrine contains some-
thing more certain, it seems justly to deserve to be followed.”
The other elders and king’s counsellors, by Divine inspira-
tion, spoke to the same effect.

But Coifi added, that he wished more attentively to hear
Paulinus discourse concerning the God whom he preached ;
which he having by the king’s comm.nd performed, Coifi,
hearing his words, cried out : “ I have long since been sensi-
ble that there was nothing in that which we worshipped ;
because the more diligently I sought after truth in that wor-
ship, the less I found it. But now I freely confess, that
such truth evidently appears in this preaching as can confer
on us the gifts of life, of salvation, and of eternal happi-
ness. For which reason I advise, O king, that we instantly
abjure and set fire to those temples and altars which we have
consecrated without reaping any benefit from them.” In
short, the king publicly gave his license to Paulinus to preach
the Gospel, and renouncing idolatry, declared that he received
the faith of Christ: and when he inquired of the high priest
who should first profane the altars and temples of their idols,
with the enclosures that were about them, he answered, “1 ;
for who can more properly than myself destroy those things
which I worshipped through ignorance, for an example to
all others, through the wisdom which has been given me by
the true God?” Then immediately, in contempt of his
former superstitions, he desired the king to furnish him with
arms and a stallion ; and mounting the same, he set out to
destroy the idols; for it was not lawful before for the high
priest either to carry arms, or to ride on any but a mare.
Having, therefore, girt a sword.about him, with a spear in
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his hand, he mounted the king’s stallion and proceeded to the
idols. The multitude, beholding it, concluded he was dis-
tracted ;, but-helost-no time, for as soon as he drew near
the temple he profaned the same, casting into it the spear
which he held ; and rejoicing in the knowledge of the wor-
ship of the true God, he commanded his companions to
destroy the temple, with all its enclosures, by fire. This
place where the idols were is still shown, not far from York,
to the eastward, beyond the river Derwent, and is now called
Godmundingham, where the high priest, by the inspiration
of the true God, profaned and destroyed the altars which he
had himself consecrated.

Bada, Historia Ecclesiastica Gentis Anglorum (translated by J.
A. Giles, London, 1847), Book II, Ch. XIII.

—_—

5. Treaty between Charles the Great and
Offa (circ. 795)

“ Charles, by the grace of God king of the Franks and
Lombards, and patrician of the Romans, to his esteemed and
dearest brother Offa king of the Mercians, sendeth health :

First, we give thanks to God Almighty for the purity of the
Catholic faith, which we find laudably expressed in your
letters. Concerning pilgrims, who for the love of God or
the salvation of their souls, wish to visit the residence of the
holy apostles, let them go peaceably without any molesta-
tion ; but if persons, not seeking the cause of religion, but
that of gain, be found amongst them, let them pay the cus-
tomary tolls in proper places. We will, too, that traders
have due protection within our kingdom, according to our
mandate, and if in any place they suffer wrongful oppression,
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let them appeal to us or to our judges, and we will see full
justice done. . . .”

William of Malinesbury, (Chronicle (translated by J. A. Giles,
London, 1847), 8s.

6. Alfred’s Dooms

16. If any one smite his neighbour with a stone or with
his fist, and he nevertheless can go out with a staff; let him
get him a leech, and work his work the while that himself
may not.

21. If an ox gore a man or a woman, so that they die, let it
be stoned, and let not its flesh be eaten. The lord shall not
be liable, if the ox were wont to push with its horns for two
or three days before, and the lord knew it not; but if he
knew it, and he would not shut it in, and it then shall have
slain a man or a woman, let it be stoned; and let the lord
be slain, or the man be paid for, as the ¢ witan' decree to
be right. If it gore a son or a daughter, let him be subject
to the like judgment. But if it gore a ‘ theow’ or a ¢ theow-
mennen,’ let XXX shillings of silver be gwen to the lord,
and let the ox be stoned.

34. Injure ye not the widows and the step-children, nor
hurt them anywhere: for if ye do otherwise, they will cry
unto me, and I will hear them, and I will then slay you with
my sword ; and I will so do that your wives shall be widows,
and your children shall be step-children.

35. If thou give money in loan to thy fellow who willeth
to dwell with thee, urge thou him not as a ‘niedling,” and
oppress him not with the increase.

36. If a man have only a single garment wherewith to
cover himself, or to wear, and he give it [to thee] in pledge ;

let it be returned before sunset. If thou dost not so, then
[+
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shall he call unto me, and I will hear him ; for I am very
merciful.

43+ /Judge thou,very evenly : judge thou not one doom
to the rich, another to the poor; nor one to thy friend,
another to thy foe, judge thou.

I, then, Alfred, king, gathered these together, and com-
manded many of those to be written which our forefathers
held, those which to me seemed good ; and many of those
which seemed to me not good I rejected them, by the
counsel of my witan,’ and in otherwise commanded them
to be holden ; for I durst not venture to set down in writing
much of my own, for it was unknown to me what of it would
please those who should come after us. But those things
which I met with, either of the days of Ine my kinsman, or
of Offa king of the Mercians, or of Athelbryht, who first
among the English race received baptism, those which
seemed to me the rightest, those I have here gathered
together, and rejected the others.

1, then, Alfred, king of the West-Saxons, shewed these
to all my ¢ witan,” and they then said that it seemed good to
them all to be holden.

In Case a Man fight in the King’s Hall

7. If any one fight in the king’s hall, or draw his weapon,
and he be taken ; be it in the king’s doom, either death, or
life, as he may be willing to grant him. If he escape, and
be taken again, let him pay for himself according to his
‘wer-gild,’ and make ‘bot’ for the offence, as well ‘wer’ as
¢ wite,” according as he may have wrought.

Of those Men who fight before a Bishop

15. .If a man fight before an archbishop or draw his
weapon, let him make ‘bot’ with one hundred and fifty
shillings. If before another bishop or an ealdorman this
happen, let him make ‘bot’ with one hundred shillings.
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Of Kinless Men

27. If a man, kinless of paternal relatives, fight, and slay.
a man, and then if ‘he have maternal relatives, let them pay
a third of the ¢ wer’; his guild-brethren a third part; for a
third let him flee. If he have no maternal relatives, let his
guild-brethren pay half, for half let him flee.

Of Feuds

42. We also command : that the man who knows his foe
to be home-sitting fight?not before he demand justice of
him. If he have such power that he can beset his foe, and
besiege him within, let him keep him within for VII. days,
and attack him not, if he will remain within. And then,
after VIIL. days, if he will surrender, and deliver up his
weapons, let him be kept safe for XXX. days, and let notice
of him be given to his kinsmen and his friends. If, how-
ever, he flee to a church, then let it be according to the
sanctity of the church; as we have before said above. But
if he have not sufficient power to besiege him within, let
him ride to the ‘ealdorman,’-and beg aid of him. If he
_will not aid him, let him ride to the king before he fights.
In like manner also, if a man come upon his foe, and he
did not before know him to be home-staying ; if he be will-
ing to deliver up his weapons, let him be kept for XXX.
days, and let notice of him be given to his friends; if he
will not deliver up his weapons, then he may attack him.
If he be willing to surrender, and to deliver up his weapons,
and any one after that attack him, let him pay as well ¢ wer’
as wound, as he may do, and ¢ wite,’ and let him have for-
feited his ‘ maeg ’-ship. We also declare, that with his lord
a man may fight  orwige,’ if any one attack the lord : thus
may the lord fight for his man. After the same wise, a man
may fight with his born kinsman, if a man attack him wrong-
fully, except against his lord ; that wé do not allow.

‘Wite = a fine
as a punish-
ment. .
Feud =
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Of striking off an Ear”

46. If his other ear be struck off, let XXX. shillings be
given ‘as'“ bot.”If ‘the hearing be impaired, so that he can-
not hear, let LX. shillings be given as ¢ bot.’

Of a Man's Eye-wound and of Various Other Limbs

47. If a man strike out another’s eye, let him pay LX.
shillings, and VI. shillings, and VI. pennies and a third part
of a penny, as ‘bot.” If it remain in the head, and he
cannot see aught therewith, let one-third part of the ‘bot’
be retained.

49. If a man strike out another’s tooth in the front of his
head, let him make ‘bot’ for it with VIII. shillings ; if it be
the canine tooth, let IV. shillings be paid as ‘ bot.” A man’s
grinder is worth XV. shillings.

57. If the shooting [i.e. fore] finger be struck off, the
‘bot’ is XV. shillings ; for its nail it is IV. shillings.

69. If a man maim another’s hand outwardly, let XX.
shillings be paid him as ‘bot,’ if he can be healed; if it
half fly off, then shall be XL. shillings as ¢ bot.’

Ancient Laws and Institutes of England (edited by Benjamin
Thorpe, London, 1840), 20-44.



CHAPTER II—ENGLAND AND THE
DANES

7. Alfred and the Danes (871-878)

HE same year (871), the aforesaid Alfred, who had

been up to that time only of secondary rank, whilst
his brothers were alive, now, by God’s permission, undertook
the government of the whole kingdom, amid the acclama-
tions of all the people; and if he had chosen, he might
have done so before, whilst his brother above-named was
still alive ; for in wisdom and other qualities he surpassed
all his brothers, and, moreover, was warlike and victorious
in all his wars. And when he had reigned one month,
almost against his will, for he did not think he could alone
sustain the multitude and ferocity of the pagans, though
even during his brothers’ lives, he had borne the woes of
many, — he fought a battle with a few men, and on very un-
equal terms, against all the army of the pagans, at a hill called
Wilton, on the south bank of the river Wily, from which
river the whole of that district is named, and after a long
and fierce engagement, the pagans, seeing the danger they
were in, and no longer able to bear the attack of their ene-
mies, turned their backs and fled. But, 6h, shame to say,
they deceived their too audacious pursuers, and again rally-
ing, gained the victory. Let no one be surprised that the
Christians had but a small number of men, for the Saxons
had been worn out by eight battles in one year, against the
pagans, of whom they had slain one king, nine dukes, and
innumerable troops of soldiers, besides endless skirmishes,
both by night and by day, in which the oft-named Alfred,
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and all his chieftains, with their men, and several of his
ministers, were engaged without rest or cessation against
the pagans! | [ How many thousand pagans fell in these num-
berless skirmishes God alone knows, over and above those
who were slain in the eight battles above-mentioned. In
the same year the Saxons made peace with the pagans, on
condition that they should take their departure, and they
did so. . . .

In the year 877, the pagans, on the approach of autumn,
partly settled in Exeter, and partly marched for plunder into
Mercia. The number of that disorderly crew increased every
day, so that, if thirty thousand of them were slain in one bat-
tle, others took their places to double the number. Then
King Alfred commanded boats and galleys, ¢.c. long ships,
to be built throughout the kingdom, in order to offer battle
by sea to the enemy as they were coming. On board of
these he placed seamen, and appointed them to watch the
seas. Meanwhile he went himself to Exeter, where the
pagans were wintering, and having shut them up within
the walls, laid siege to the town. He also gave orders to
his sailors to prevent them from obtaining any supplies by
sea; and his sailors were encountered by a fleet of a hun-
dred and twenty ships full of armed soldiers, who were come
to help their countrymen. As soon as the king’s men knew
that they were fitted with pagan soldiers, they leaped to their
arms, and bravely attacked those barbaric tribes; but the
pagans who had now for almost a month been tossed and
almost wrecked among the waves of the sea, fought vainly
against them; their bands were discomfited in a moment,
and all were sunk and drowned in the sea, at a place called
Suanewic. . . .

In the year of our Lord’s incarnation 878, which was the
thirtieth of king Alfred’s life, the army above-mentioned
left Exeter, and went to Chippenham, a royal villa, situated
in the west of Wiltshire, and on the eastern bank of the
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river, which is called in British, the Avon. There they win-
tered, and drove many of the inhabitants of that country
beyond the sea, by, the force of,their-arms, and by want of
the necessaries of life. They reduced almost entirely to
subjection all the people of that country. . . .

The same year, after Easter, king Alfred, with a few fol-
lowers, made for himself a stronghold in a place called
Athelney, and from thence sallied with his vassals and the
nobles of Somersetshire, to make frequent assaults upon the
pagans. Also, in the seventh week after Easter, he rode to
the stone of Egbert, which is in the eastern part of the wood
which is called Selwood. . . . Here he was met by all the
neighbouring folk of Somersetshire, and Wiltshire, and Hamp-
shire, who had not, for fear of the pagans, fled beyond
the sea; and when they saw the king alive after such
great tribulation, they received him, as he deserved, with
joy and acclamations, and encamped there for one night.

Now Brixton
Deveri.l in
Wilts.

When the following day dawned, the king struck his camp, .

and went to Okely, where he encamped for one night. The
next morning he removed to Edington, and there fought,
bravely and perseveringly against all the army of the pagans,
whom, with the divine help he defeated with great slaughter,
and pursued them flying to their fortification. Immediately
he slew all the men, and carried off all the booty that he
could find without the fortress, which he immediately laid
siege to with all his army ; and when he had been there
fourteen days, the pagans, driven by famine, cold, fear, and
last of all by despair, asked for peace, on the condition that
they should give the king as many hostages as he pleased,
but should receive none of him in return, in which form they
had never before made a treaty with any one. The king,
hearing that, took pity upon them, and received such hos-
tages as he chose ; after which the pagans swore, moreover,
" that they would immediately leave the kingdom ; and their
king, Gothrun, promised to embrace Christianity, and re-

Probably
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Compare  ceive baptism at king Alfred’s hands. All of which articles

throughout ¢ and his men fulfilled as they had promised.
account in

t(l;; Sgl!,wln Asser, De Rebus Gestis ZElfredi Magni (translated by J. A. Giles,
ronicle. London, 1848), §6-63.
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at morning-tide,
mighty planet,

glided | o’er (grounds,
God’s candle bright,
the eternal Lord’s,

till the noble creature
sank to her settle.
There lay many a warrior,
by javelins strewed,
northern man

over shield shot;

so the Scots eke,
weary, war-sad.
West-Saxons onwards
throughout the day,
in bands,

pursued the footsteps
of the loathed nations.
They hewed the fugitives
behind, amain

with swords mill-sharp
Mercians refused not
the hard hand-play

to any heroes

who with Anlaf,

over the ocean,

in the ship’s bosom,
this land sought

fated to the fight.
Five lay

on the battle-stead,
youthful kings,

by swords in slumber laid :
so seven eke

of Anlaf’s earls ;
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of the army countless,
shipmen and Scots.

There was made flee

the North-men’s chieftain
by need constrained,

to the ship’s prow

with a little band.

The bark drove afloat :

the king departed

on the fallow flood,

his life preserved.

So there eke the sage
came by flight

to his country north,
Constantine,

hoary warrior,

He had no cause to exult
in the communion of swords.
Here was his kindred band
of friends o’erthrown

on the folk-stead,

in battle slain;

and his son he left

on the slaughter-place,
mangled with wounds,
young in the fight :

he had no cause to boast,
hero grizzly-haired,

of the bill-clashing,

the old deceiver;

nor Anlaf the moor,

with the remnant of their armies;
they had no cause to laugh
that they in war’s works
the better men were
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in the battle-stead

at the conflict of banners
meetingof spears,

concourse of men,

traffic of weapons ;

that they on the slaughter-field
with Edward’s

offspring played.

The North-men departed
in their nailed barks;
bloody relic of darts,
on roaring ocean
o’er the deep water
Dublin to seek,
again Ireland,
shamed in mind.

So too the brothers,
both together
king and etheling,
their country sought,
West-Saxons’ land,
in the war exulting.
They left behind them,
the corse to devour,
the sallowy kite
and the swarthy raven
with horned nib,
and the dusky ¢ pada,’
erne white-tailed,
the corse to enjoy,
greedy war-hawk
and the grey beast,
wolf of the wood.
Carnage greater has not been
in this island

27
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ever yet

of people slain,
before this,

by edges of swords,
as books us say,

old writers,

since from the east hither,
Angles and Saxons
came to land,

o’er the broad seas
Britain sought,
mighty war-smiths,
the Welsh o’ercame,
earls most bold,

this earth obtained.

The Saxvon Chronicle (translated by J. A. Giles, London, 1847),

375-377-
———

9. Dues and Services from the Land in the
Tenth Century

Thane's Law

The thane’s law is that he be worthy of his boc-rights,
and that he do three things for his land, fyrd-fereld, burh-
bot, and brig-bot. Also from many lands more land-services
are due at the king’s bann, as deer-hedging at the king’s
ham, and apparel for the guard, and sea-ward and head-
ward and fyrd:ward and almsfee and kirkshot, and many
other various things.

Geneat's Services

The geneat’s services are various as on the land is fixed.
On some he shall pay land-gafol and grass-swine yearly, and
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ride, and carry, and lead loads; work and support his lord,
and reap and mow, cut deer-hedge and keep it up, build,
and hedge the'\burh, makenew roadsfor the tun: pay kirk-
shot and almsfee: keep head-ward and horse-ward: go
errands far or near wherever he is directed.

Cottier's Services

The cottier’s services are what on the land is fixed. On
some he shall each Monday in the year work for his lord,
and three days a week in harvest. He ought not to pay
land-gafol. He ought to have five acres in his holding,
more if it be the custom on the land, and too little it is if
it be less: because his work is often required. He pays
hearth-penny on Holy Thursday, as pertains to every free-
man, and defends his lord’s inland, if he is required, from
sea-ward and from Kking’s deer-hedge, and from such
things as befit his degree. And he pays his kirkshot at
Martinmas. .

Gebur's Services

The Gebur’s services are various, in some places heavy,
~ in others moderate. On some land he must work at week-
work two days at such work as he is required through the
year every week, and at harvest three days for week-work,
and from Candlemas to Easter three. If he do carrying
he has not to work while his horse is out. He shall pay on
Michaelmas Day x. gafol-pence, and on Martinmas Day
xxiii. sesters of barley and two hens; at Easter a young
sheep or two pence; and he shall lie from Martinmas to
Easter at his lord’s fold as often as he is told. And from
the time that they first plough to Martinmas he shall each
week plough one acre, and prepare himself the seed in his
lord’s barn. Also iii. acres bene-work, and ii. to grass-
yrth. If he needs more grass then he ploughs for it as he

king, and of
those which
the various
classes that
sat upon the
land owed
their lord.

‘The three
duties of the
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the king to
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bri .
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is allowed. For his gafol-yrth he ploughs iii. acres, and
sows it from his own barn. And he pays his hearth-penny.
Two/and/two feed onéhound, and each gebur gives vi. loaves
to the swineherd when he drives his herd to mast. On that
land where this custom holds it pertains to the gebur that
he shall have given to him for his outfit ii. oxen and i. cow
and vi. sheep, and vii. acres sown on his yard-land. Where-
fore after that year he must perform all services which per-
tain to him. And he must have given to him tools for his
work, and utensils for his house. Then when he dies his
lord takes back what he leaves.

This land-law holds on some lands, but here and there, as
I have said, it is heavier or lighter, for all land services are
not alike. On some land the gebur shall pay honey-gafol,
on some meat-gafol, on some ale-gafol. Let him who is
over the district take care that he knows what the old land-
customs are, and what are the customs of the people.

Rectitudines Singularum Personarum (cited in Anglo-Saxon,
Latin, and English, F. Seebohm, T%e English Village Com-
munity, London, 1890, 129-133).

—_——

10. Coronation Oath of Ethelred II (979)

In the name of the Holy Trinity, three things do I promise
to this Christian people, my subjects ; first, that I will hold
God’s church and all the Christian people of my realm in
true peace ; second, that I will forbid all rapine and injustice
to men of all conditions ; third, that I promise and enjoin
justice and mercy in all judgements, in order that a just and
merciful God may give us all His eternal favor, who liveth
and reigneth.

Religuie Antzque, I1, 194 (cited in English translation by Kemble,
Saxons in England London, 1849, II, 36).
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11. King Ethelred and the Danes
(1roob<1010)

A.1006. . . . And then, after mid-summer, then came the
great fleet to Sandwich, and did all as they had been before
wont ; they ravaged, and burned, and destroyed, wherever
they went. Thenthe king commanded all the people of Wessex
and of Mercia to be called out ; and then they lay out all the
harvest in the field against the army. But it availed nothing
the more than it oft before had done: but for all this the
army went wheresoever itself would, and the forces did every
kind of harm to the inhabitants; so that neither profited
them, nor the home army nor the foreign army. When it
became winter, then went the forces home; and the army
then came, over St. Martin’s-mass, to their quarters in the
Isle of Wight, and procured themselves there from all parts
that which they needed. And then, at mid-winter, they
went to their ready store, throughout Hampshire into Berk-
shire, to Reading: and they did their old wont; they
lighted their war-beacons as they went. Then went they
to Wallingford, and that all burned, and were then one day
in Cholsey: and they went then along Ashdown to Cuc-
kamsley-hill, and there abode, as a daring boast ; for it had
been often said, if they should reach Cuckamsley-hill, that
they would never again get to the sea: then they went
homewards another way. Then were forces assembled at
Kennet and they there joined battle, and they soon brought
that band to flight, and afterwards carried their booty to
the sea. But there might the Winchester-men see an army
daring and fearless, as they went by their gates towards the
sea, and fetched themselves food and treasures over fifty
miles from the sea. Then had the king gone over Thames
into Shropshire, and there took his abode during the mid-
winter’s tide. Then became the dread of the army so great,
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that no man could think or discover how they could be
driven out of the land, or this land maintained against them ;
for they had éyery shirejin-Wessex sadly marked, by burning
and by plundering. Then the king began earnestly with
his witan to consider what might seem most advisable to
them all, so that this land might be saved, before it was
utterly destroyed. Then the king and his witan decreed,
for the behoof of the whole nation, though it was hateful
to them all, that they needs must pay tribute to the army.
Then the king sent to the army, and directed it to be made
known to them, that he would that there should be a truce
between them, and that tribute should be paid, and food
given them. And then all that they accepted: and then
they were victualled from throughout the English nation.

A. 1007. In this year was the tribute delivered to the
army, that was thirty-six thousand pounds. In this year
also was Edric appointed ealdorman over the kingdom of
Mercia. . . .

A. 1008. This year the king commanded that ships
should be speedily built throughout the English nation: that
is then, from three hundred hides and from ten hides, one
vessel ; and from eight hides, a helmet and a coat of mail.

A. 1009. In this year were the ships ready about which
we before spake ; and there were so many of them as never
before, according as books say unto us, had been among
the English nation in any king’s days. And they were all
brought together to Sandwich, and there they were to lie
and defend this land against every foreign army. But still
we had not the good fortune nor the worthiness, that the
ship-force could be of any use to this land, any more than
it oft before had been. Then befell it at this same time,
or a little before, that Brihtric, Edric the ealdorman’s
brother, accused [of treason] to the king Wulfnoth, the
“child ” of the South-Saxons, father of Godwin the earl.
He then went out, and enticed ships unto him, until he had
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twenty; and he then ravaged everywhere by the south
coast, and wrought every kind of evil. Then it was told
unto the ship-forces'thatithey might (be easily taken, if they
would go about it. Then Brihtric took with him eighty
ships, and thought that he should acquire great fame if he
could seize Wulfnoth alive or dead. But as they were on
their way thither, then came such a wind against them as no
man before remembered, and the ships it then utterly beat,
and smashed to pieces, and cast upon the land ; and soon
came Wulfnoth, and burned the ships. When this was thus
known in the other ships where the king was, how the others
had fared, then was it as if it had been all hopeless; and
the king went his way home, and the ealdormen and the
nobility, and thus lightly left the ships ; and then afterwards,
the people who were in the ships brought them to London :
and they let the whole nation’s toil thus lightly pass away ;
and no better was that victory on which the whole English
nation had fixed their hopes. When this ship-expedition
had thus ended, then came, soon after Lammas, the vast
hostile army, which we have called Thurkill’s army, to Sand-
wich ; and they soon went their way to Canterbury, and the
city would soon have subdued, if the citizens had not first
desired peace of them: and all the people of East-Kent
made peace with the army, and gave them three thousand
pounds. And then, soon after that, the army went forth till
they came to the Isle of Wight; and thence everywhere in
Sussex,and in Hampshire, and also in Berkshire, they ravished
and plundered as their wont is. Then the king commanded
the whole nation to be called out; so that they should be
opposed on every side : but lo ! nevertheless, they marched
as they pleased. Then, upon a certain occasion, the king
had got before them with all his forces, as they would go to
their ships ; and all the people were ready to attack them.
But it was then prevented through Edric the ealdorman, as
it everis still. . . .
D
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A. 1010. This year, after Easter, came the fore-mentioned
army into East-Anglia, and landed at Ipswich, and went
forthwith ‘'where they ‘understood Ulfkytel was with his forces.
This was on the day, called the first of the ascension of our
Lord. The East Angles soon fled. Then stood Cambridge-
shire firmly against them. There was slain Athelstan the
king’s son-in-law, and Oswy and his son, and Wulfric, Leof-
win’s son, and Eadwy, Efy’s brother, and many other good
thanes, and numberless of the people : the flight first began
at Thurkytel Myrehead. And the Danes had possession of
the place of carnage: and there were they horsed; and
afterwards had dominion over East-Anglia, and the land
three months ravaged and burned; and they even went
into the wild fens, and they destroyed men and cattle, and
burned throughout the fens: and Thetford they burned, and
Cambridge. And after that they went southward again to
the Thames, and the men who were horsed rode towards
the ships; and after that, very speedily, they went westward
into Oxfordshire, and thence into Buckinghamshire, and so
along the Ouse until they came to Bedford, and so onwards
to Temsford ; and ever burning as they went. Then went
they again to their ships with their booty. And when they
went to their ships, then ought the forces again to have
gone out against them, until they should land ; but then the
forces went home: and when they were eastwards, then
were the forces kept westwards ; and when they were south-
wards, then were our forces northWards. Then were all the
witan summoned to the king, and they were then to counsel
how this land might be defended. But although something
might be then counselled, it did not stand even one month :
at last there was no chief who would assemble forces, but
each fled as he best might ; nor, at the last, would even one
shire assist another. . . .

The Saxon Chronicle (translated by J. A. Giles, London, 1847),
398-401.
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12. A Letter from Canute to the English
People) (1r027)

¢ CANUTE, king of all England, and of Denmark, Norway, and
part of Sweden, to Ethelnoth, metropolitan, and Zlfric,
archbishop of York, and to the bishops and prelates, and to
the whole nation of the English, both the nobles and the
commons, greeting : —

“I notify to you that I have lately taken a journey to

Rome, to pray for the forgiveness of my sins, and for the
welfare of my dominions, and the people under my rule. I
had long since vowed this journey to God, but I have been
hitherto prevented from accomplishing it by the affairs of
my kingdom and other causes of impediment. I now return
most humble thanks to my God Almighty for suffering me in
my lifetime to visit the sanctuary of his apostles, SS. Peter
"and Paul, and all others which I could find either within or
without the city of Rome, and there in person reverentially
worship according to my desire. I have performed this
chiefly, because I have learnt from wise men that St. Peter
the apostle has received from God great power in binding
and in loosing, and carries the keys of the kingdom of heaven ;
and therefore I esteemed it very profitable to seek his special
patronage with the Lord.

“Be it known to all of you that, at the celebration of Eas-
ter, a great assembly of nobles was present with our lord, the
pope John, and Conrad the emperor ; that is to say, all the
princes of the nations from Mount Garganus to the neigh-
bouring sea. All these received me with honour and presented
me with magnificent gifts ; but more especially was I hon-
oured by the emperor with various gifts and valuable pres-
ents, both in gold and silver vessels, and in palls and very
costly robes. I spoke with the emperor himself, and the
lord pope, and the princes who were there, in regard to the
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wants of my people, English as well as Danes ; that there
should be granted to them more equal justice and greater
security/in! theirjourneysto Rome, and that they should not
be hindered by so many barriers on the road, nor harassed
by unjust tolls. The emperor assented to my demands, as
well as king Rodolph, in whose dominions these barriers
chiefly stand ; and all the princes made edicts that my peo-
ple, the merchants as well as those who go to pay their de-
votions, shall pass to and fro in their journies to Rome in
peace, and under the security of just laws, free from all mo-
lestation by the guards of barriers or the receivers of tolls.
I made further complaint to my lord the pope, and expressed
my high displeasure, that my archbishops are sorely aggrieved
by the demand of immense sums of money, when, according
to custom, they resort to the apostolical see to obtain the
pallium ; and it is decreed that it should no longer be done.
All things, therefore, which I requested for the good of my
people from my lord the pope, and the emperor, and king
Rodolph, and the other princes through whose territories our
road to Rome lies, they have most freely granted, and even
ratified their concessions by oath ; to which four archbishops,
twenty bishops, and an innumerable multitude of dukes and
nobles who were there present, are witnesses. Wherefore I
return most hearty thanks to Almighty God for my having
successfully accomplished all that I had desired, as I had
resolved in my mind, and having satisfied my wishes to the
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mand my counsellors to whom I have entrusted the affairs
of my kingdom, that henceforth they neither commit them-
selves, nor suffer to prevail, any sort of injustice throughout
my dominions, either from fear of me, or from favour to any
powerful person. I also command all sheriffs and magis-
trates throughout my whole kingdom, as they tender my
regard and their own safety, that they use no unjust violence
to any man, rich or poor, but that all, high and low, rich or
poor, shall enjoy alike impartial law; from which they are
never to deviate, either on account of royal favour, respect
of person in the great, or for the sake of amassing money
wrongfully, for I have no need to accumulate wealth by ini-
quitous exactions.

“I wish you further to know, that, returning by the way
I went, I am now going to Denmark to conclude a treaty for
a solid peace, all the Danes concurring, with those nations
and peoples who would have taken my life and crown if it
had been possible ; but this they were not able to accom-
plish, God bringing their strength to nought. — May He, of
his merciful kindness, uphold me in my sovereignty and hon-
our, and henceforth scatter and bring to nought the power
and might of all my adversaries! When, therefore, I shall
have made peace with the surrounding nations, and settled
and reduced to order all my dominions in the East, so that
we shall have nothing to fear from war or hostilities in any
quarter, I propose to return to England as early in the sum-
mer as I shall be able to fit out my fleet. I have sent this
epistle before me in order that my people may be gladdened
at my success; because, as you yourselves know, I have
never spared, nor will I spare, myself or my exertions, for
the needful service of my whole people. I now therefore
command and adjure all my bishops and the governors of
my kingdom, by the duty they owe to God and myself, to
take care that before I come to England all dues belonging

to God, according to the old laws, be fully discharged ;-
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namely, plough-alms, the tythe of animals born in the cur-
rent year, and the pence payable to St. Peter at Rome,
whether from-towns-or vills ; and in the middle of August
the tythes of corn; and at the feast of St. Martin the first-
fruits of grain (payable) to every one’s parish church, called
in English ciric-sceat. If these and such-like dues be not
paid before I come, those who make default will incur fines
to the king, according to law, which will be strictly inforced
without mercy. Farewell.”

Canute, Epistola (cited in Florence of Worcester, Chronicle.
Translated by T. Forester, London, 1854, 137-139).
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13. A Great Year in England’s History
(1066)

A. 1066. In this year king Harold came from York to
Westminster, at Easter which was after the mid-winter in
which the king died ; and Easter was then on the day 16th
before the Kalends of May. . . . And soon after came in
Tosty the earl from beyond sea into the Isle of Wight, with
so great a fleet as he might procure ; and there they yielded
him as well money as food. And king Harold, his brother,
gathered so great a ship-force, and also a land-force, as no
king here in the land had before done ; because it was made
known to him that William the bastard would come hither
and win this land ; all as it afterwards happened. And the
while, came Tosty the earl into Humber with sixty ships;
and Edwin the earl came with a land-force and drove him
out. And the boatmen forsook him; and he went to Scot-
land with twelve vessels. And there met him Harold, king
of Norway, with three hundred ships ; and Tosty submitted
to him and became his man. And they then went both into
Humber, until they came to York ; and there fought against
them Edwin the earl, and Morkar the earl, his brother ; but
the Northmen had the victory. Then was it made known
to Harold, king of the Angles, that this had thus happened :
and this battle was on the vigil of St. Matthew. Then came
Harold our king unawares on the Northmen, and met with
them beyond York, at Stanford-bridge, with a great army of
English people ; and there during the day was a very severe
fight on both sides. There was slain Harold the Fair-haired,
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remaining were put to flight ; and the English from behind
hotly smote them, until they came, some, to their ships,
some, were drowned, and some also burned; and thus in
divers ways they perished, so that there were few left: and
the English had possession of the place of carnage. The
king then gave his protection to Olave, son of the king of
the Norwegians, and to their bishop, and to the earl of Ork-
ney, and to all those who were left in the ships: and they
then went up to our king, and swore oaths that they ever
would observe peace and friendship towards this land ; and
the king let them go home with twenty-four ships. These
two general battles were fought within five days. Then
came William, earl of Normandy, into Pevensey, on the eve
of St. Michael’s-mass: and soon after they were on their
way, they constructed a castle at Hasting’s-port. This was
then made known to king Harold, and he then gathered a
great force, and came to meet him at the estuary of Apple-
dore ; and William came against him unawares, before his
people were set in order. But the king nevertheless strenu-
ously fought against him with those men who would follow
him; and there was great slaughter made on either hand.
There was slain King Harold, and Leofwin the earl his
brother, and Girth the earl, his brother, and many good
men ; and the Frenchmen had possession of the place of
carnage, all as God granted them for the people’s sins.
Archbishop Aldred and the townsmen of London would
then have child Edgar for king, all as was his true natu-
ral right: and Edwin and Morcar vowed to him that they
would fight together with him. But in that degree that it
ought ever to have been forwarder, so was it from day to day
later and worse ; so that at the end all passed away. . . .
And William the earl went afterwards again to Hastings,
and there awaited to see whether the people would submit
to him. But when he understood that they would not come
to him, he went upwards with all his army which was left to
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him, and that which afterwards had come from over sea to
him ; and he plundered all that part which he over-ran,
until he came to\Berkhampstead. ) And there came to meet
him archbisHop Aldred, the child Edgar, and Edwin the
earl, and Morcar the earl, and all the chief men of London ;
and then submitted, for need, when the most harm had been
done: and it was very unwise that they had not done so
before ; since God would not better it, for our sins: and
they delivered hostages, and swore oaths to him; and he
vowed to them that he would be a loving lord to them : and
nevertheless, during this, they plundered all that they over-
ran. Then, on mid-winter’s day, archbishop Aldred conse-
crated him king at Westminster ; and he gave him a pledge
upon Christ’s book, and also swore, before he would set the
crown upon his head, that he would govern this nation as
well as any king before him had at the best done, if they
would be faithful to him. Nevertheless, he laid a tribute on
the people, very heavy; and then went, during Lent, over
sea to Normandy, and took with him archbishop Stigand,

and Aylnoth, abbat of Glastonbury, and child Edgar, and

Edwin the earl, and Morkar the earl, and Waltheof the earl,
and many other good men of England. And bishop Odo
and William the earl remained here behind, and they built
castles wide throughout the nation, and poor people dis-
tressed; and ever after it greatly grew in evil. May the
end be good when God will | ’

The Saxon Chronicle (translated by J. A. Giles, London, 1847),

439-442.
——

14. Conquered and Conquerors (1066)

This was a fatal day to England, a melancholy havoc of
our dear country, through its change of masters. For it
had long since adopted the manners of the Angles, which
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had been very various according to the times: for in the first
years of their arrival, they were barbarians in their look and
mainérs) warlikel inCtheir/ usages, heathens in their rites;
but, after embracing the faith of Christ, by degrees, and
in process of time, from the peace they enjoyed, regarding
arms only in a secondary light, they gave their whole atten-
tion to religion. . . . Nevertheless, in process of time, the
desire after literature and religion had decayed, for several
years before the arrival of the Normans. The clergy, con-
tented with a very slight degree of learning, could scarcely
stammer out the words of the sacraments ; and a person who
understood grammar was an object of wonder and astonish-
ment. The monks mocked the rule of their order by fine
vestments, and the use of every kind of food. The nobility,
given up to luxury and wantonness, went not to church in
the morning after the manner of Christians, but merely in a
careless manner, heard matins and masses from a hurrying
priest in their chambers. . . . The commonalty, left unpro-
tected, became a prey to the most powerful, who amassed
fortunes, by either seizing on their property, or by selling
their persons into foreign countries ; although it be an innate
quality of this people, to be more inclined to revelling than
to the accumulation of wealth. . . . Drinking in parties
was a universal practice, in which occupation they passed
entire nights as well as days. They consumed their whole
substance in mean and despicable houses ; unlike the Nor-
mans and French, who, in noble and splendid mansions,
lived with frugality. The vices attendant on drunkenness,
which enervate the human mind, followed ; hence it arose
that engaging William, more with rashness and precipitate
fury than military skill, they doomed themselves and their
country to slavery, by one, and that an easy, victory. “ For
nothing is less effective than rashness ; and what begins with
violence, quickly ceases, or is repelled.” In fine, the English
at that time wore short garments reaching to the mid-knee ;
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they had their hair cropped; their beards shaven; their
arms laden with golden bracelets ; their skin adorned with
punctured designs./- They were! accustomed to eat till they
became surfeited, and to drink till they were sick. These
latter qualities they imparted to their conquerors; as to the
rest they adopted their manners. I would not, however,
have these bad propensities universally ascribed to the Eng-
lish. I know that many of the clergy, at that day, trod the
path of sanctity by a blameless life ; I know that many of
the laity, of all ranks and conditions, in this nation, were
well-pleasing to God. Be injustice far from this account;
the accusation does not involve the whole indiscriminately.
“But, as in peace, the mercy of God often cherishes the
bad and the good together; so, equally, does his severity
sometimes include them both in captivity.”

Moreover, the Normans, that I may speak of them also,
"were at that time, and are even now, proudly apparelled,
delicate in their food, but not excessive. They are a race
inured to war, and can hardly live without it ; fierce in rush-
ing against the enemy ; and where strength fails of success,
ready to use stratagem, or to corrupt by bribery. As I have
related, they live in large edifices with economy ; envy their
equals, wish to excel their superiors; and plunder their
subjects, though they defend them from others; they are
faithful to their lords, though a slight offence renders them
perfidious. They weigh treachery by its chance of success,
and change their sentiments with money. They are, how-
ever, the kindest of nations, and they esteem strangers worthy
of equal honour with themselves. They also intermarry with
their vassals. They revived, by their arrival, the observances -
of religion, which were everywhere grown lifeless in England.
You might see churches rise in every village, and monas-
teries in the towns and cities, built after a style unknown
before ; you might behold the country flourishing with reno-
vated rites; so that each wealthy man accounted that day
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lost to him, which he had neglected to signalize by some
magnificent action. . . .

William of Malmesbury, Gesta Regum Anglorum (translated by
J. A. Giles, London, 1847), 278-280.

—_—
15. England under the Conqueror

A. 1085. . . . After this the king had a great consulta.
tion, and spoke very deeply with his witan concerning this
land, how it was held, and what were its tenantry. He
then sent his men over all England, into every shire, and
caused them to ascertain how many hundred hides of land
it contained, and what lands the king possessed therein,
what cattle there were in the several counties, and how
much revenue he ought to receive yearly from each. Hé
also caused them to write down how much land belonged
to his archbishops, to his bishops, his abbats, and his earls,
and, that I may be brief, what property every inhabitant of
all England possessed in land or in cattle, and how much
money this was worth. So very narrowly did he cause the
survey to be made, that there was not a single hide nor a
rood of land, nor— it is shameful to relate that which he
thought no shame to do — was there an ox, or a cow, or a
pig passed by, and that was not set down in the accounts,
and then all these writings were brought to him.

A. 1086. This year the king wore his crown and held his
court at Winchester at Easter, and he so journeyed forward
that he was at Westminster during Pentecost, and there he
dubbed his son Henry a knight. And afterwards he trav-
elled about, so that he came to Salisbury at Lammas; and
his witan, and all the land-holders of substance in England,
whose vassals soever they were, repaired to him there, and
they all submitted to him, and became his men, and swore
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oaths of allegiance, that they would be faithful to him
against all others. Thence he proceeded to the Isle of
Wight because he was toicrosscover to)Normandy ; and this
he afterwards did; but first according to his custom, he
extorted immense sums from his subjects, upon every pre-
text he could find, whether just or otherwise. . . . And the
same was a very heavy year, and very disastrous and sor-
rowful ; for there was a pestilence among the cattle, and
the corns and fruits were checked; and the weather was
worse than may easily be conceived : so violent was the
thunder and lightning, that many persons were killed : and
things ever grew worse and worse with the people. May
Almighty God mend them, when such is his will !

A. 1087. The year 1087 after the birth of Christ our
Saviour, and the one and twentieth of king William’s reign,
during which he governed and disposed of the realm of
England even as God permitted him, was a very grievous time
of scarcity in this land. There was also so much illness, that
almost every other man was afflicted with the worst of evils,
that is, a fever; and this so severe, that many died of it.
And afterwards, from the badness of the weather which we
have mentioned before, there was so great a famine through-
out England, that many hundreds died of hunger. Oh, how
disastrous, how rueful were those times | when the wretched
people were brought to the point of death by the fever, then
the cruel famine came on and finished them. Who would
not deplore such times, or who is so hard-hearted that he
will not weep for so much misery? But such things are, on
account of the sins of the people, and because they will not
love God and righteousness. Even so was it in those days;
there was little righteousness in ‘this land amongst any,
excgpting the monks alone, who fared well. The king and
the chief men loved much, and over much, to amass gold
and silver, and cared not how sinfully it was gotten, so that
it came into their hands. The king sold out his lands as
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dear as dearest he might, and then some other man came
and bid more than the first had given, and the king granted

them,to him|who)offered the larger sum ; then came a third

and bid yet more, and the king made over the lands to him
who offered most of all ; and he cared not how iniquitously
his sheriffs extorted money from the miserable people, nor
how many unlawful things they did. And the more men
spake of rightful laws, the more lawlessly did they act.
They raised oppressive taxes, and so many were their unjust
deeds, it were hard to number them.

The Saxon Chronicle (translated by J. A. Giles, London, 1847),
458-460. -

- .
16. William the Great (1087)

« « « . Rueful deeds he did, and ruefully he suffered.
Wherefore ruefully? He fell sick and became grievously ill.
What can I say? The sharpness of death, that spareth
neither rich nor poor, seized upon him. He died in Nor-
mandy, the day after the nativity of St. Mary, and he was
buried in Caen, at St. Stephen’s monastery, which he had
built and had richly endowed. Oh, how false, how unstable,
is the good of this world! He, who had been a powerful
king and the lord of many territories, possessed not then,
of all his lands, more than seven feet of ground; and he,
who was erewhile adorned with gold and with gems, lay then
covered with mould. He left three sons: Robert, the eld-
est, was earl of Normandy after him ; the second, named
William, wore the crown of England after his father’s
death; and his third son was Henry, to whom he be-
queathed immense treasures.

If any would know what manner of man king William
was, the glory that he obtained, and of how many lands he
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was lord ; then will we describe him as we have known him,
we, who have looked upon him, and who once lived in his
court. This king/William;df whom we are speaking, was a
very wise and a great man, and more honoured and more
powerful than any of his predecessors. He was mild to
those good men who loved God, but severe beyond meas-
ure towards those who withstood his will. He founded a
noble monastery on the spot where God permitted him to
conquer England, and he established monks in it, and he
made it very rich. In his days the great monastery at Can-
terbury was built, and many others also throughout Eng-
land ; moreover this land was filled with monks who lived
after the rule of St. Benedict; and such was the state of
religion in his days that all that would, might observe that
which was prescribed by their respective orders. King
William was also held in much reverence: he wore his
crown three times every year when he was in England: at
Easter he wore it at Winchester, at Pentecost at Westmin-
ster, and at Christmas at Gloucester. And at these times,
all the men of England were with him, archbishops, bishops,
abbats, and earls, thanes, and knights. So also was he a
very stern and a wrathful man, so that none durst do any-
thing against his will, and he kept in prison those earls who
acted against his pleasure. He removed bishops from their
sees, and abbats from their offices, and he imprisoned
thanes, and at length he spared not his own brother Odo.
This Odo was a very powerful bishop in Normandy, his see
was that of Bayeux, and he was foremost to serve the king.
He had an earldom in England, and when William was in
Normandy he was the first man in this country, and him
did he cast into prison. Amongst other things the good
order that William established is not to be forgotten ; it was
such that any man, who was himself aught, might travel
over the kingdom with a bosom-full of gold unmolested ;
and no man durst kill another, however great the injury he
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might have received from him. He reigned over England
and being sharp-sighted to his own interest, he surveyed
the kingdom; so thoroughly that there was not a single hide
of land throughout the whole, of which he knew not the
possessor, and how much it was worth, and this he after-
wards entered in his register. The land of the Britons was
under his sway, and he built castles therein; moreover he
had full dominion over the Isle of Man (Anglesey) : Scot-
land also was subject to him from his great strength; the
land of Normandy was his inheritance, and he possessed the
earldom of Maine; and had he lived two years longer he
would have subdued Ireland by his prowess, and that with-
out a battle. Truly there was much trouble in these times,
and very great distress ; he caused castles to be built, and
oppressed the poor. The king was also of great sternness,
and he took from his subjects many marks of gold and
many hundred pounds of silver, and this, either with or
without right, and with little need. He was given to ava-
rice, and greedily loved gain. He made large forests for the
deer, and enacted laws therewith, so that whoever killed a
hart or a hind should be blinded. As he forbade killing
the deer, so also the boars; and he loved the tall stags as
if he were their father. He also appointed concerning the
hares, that they should go free. The rich complained and
the poor murmured, but he was so sturdy that he recked
nought of them ; they must will all that the king willed, if
they would live ; or would keep their lands ; or would hold
their possessions ; or would be maintained in their rights.

The Sa;t-on Chronicle (translated by J. A. Giles, London, 1847),
460-463,
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17. The Charter of Henry I (1100)

“ Henry by the grace of God king of England, to Hugh
de Boclande justiciary of England, and all his faithful sub-
jects, as well French as English, in Hertfordshire, greet-
ing. — Know that I, by the Lord’s mercy, have been crowned
king by common consent of the barons of the kingdom
of England ; and because the kingdom has been oppressed
by unjust exactions, I, out of respect to God, and the love
which I feel towards you, in the first place constitute the
holy church of God a free church, so that I will not sell it,
nor farm it out, nor will I, on the death of any archbishop,
bishop, or abbat, take anything from the domain of the
church or its people, until his successor takes his place.
And I from this time do away with all the evil practices, by
which the kingdom of England is now unjustly oppressed,
and these evil practices I here in part mention: If any
baron, earl, or other subject of mine, who holds possession
from me, shall die, his heir shall not redeem his land, as was
the custom in my father’s time, but shall pay a just and law-
ful relief for the same ; and in like manner too, the depend-
ants of my barons shall pay a like relief for their land to
their lords. And if any baron or other subject of mine shall
wish to give his daughter, his sister, his niece, or other female
relative, in marriage, let him ask my permission on the mat-
ter ; but I will not take any of his property for granting my
permission, nor will I forbid his giving her in marriage ex-
cept he wishes to give her to an enemy of mine ; and if on
the death of a baron or other subject of mine the daughter
is left heiress, I, by the advice of my barons, will give her
in marriage together with her land ; and if on the death of
a husband the wife is surviving and is childless, shé shall
have her dowry for a marriage portion, and I will not give
her away to another husband unless with her consent; but
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if a wife survives, having children, she shall have her dowry
as a marriage portion, as long as she shall keep herself
according to law,and I will not give her to a husband unless
with her consent; and the guardian of the children’s land
shall be either the wife, or some other nearer relation, who
ought more rightly to be so; and I enjoin on my barons to
act in the same way towards the sons and daughters and
wives of their Jependants. Moreover the common mone-
tage, as taken throughout the cities and counties, such as
was not in use in king Edward’s time, is hereby forbidden ;
and if any one, whether a coiner or any other person, be
taken with false money, let strict justice be done to him for
it. All pleas and all debts, which were due to the king my
brother, I forgive, except my farms, and those debts which
were contracted for the inheritances of others, or for those
things which more justly belong to others. And if any one
shall have covenanted anything for his inheritance, I forgive
it, and all reliefs which were contracted for just inheritances.
And if any baron or subject of mine shall be ill, I hereby
ratify all such disposition as he shall have made of his
money ; but if through service in war or sickness he shall
have made no disposition of his money, his wife, or children,
or parents, and legitimate dependants, shall distribute it for
the good of his soul, as shall seem best to them. If any
baron or other subject of mine shall have made forfeiture,
he shall not give bail to save his money, as was done in the
time of my father and my brother, but according to the
degree of the forfeiture; nor shall he make amends for his

. fault as he did in the time of my father or of my other

ancestors ; and if any one shall be convicted of treason or
other crime, his punishment shall be according to his fault.
I forgive all murders committed previous to the day on
which I was crowned king ; but those which have been since
committed, shall be justly punished, according to the law of
king Edward. By the common advice of my barons, I have
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retained the forests in my possession as my father held them.
All knights, moreover, who hold their lands by service, are
hereby allowed to have their domains free from all amerce-
ments and from all peculiar service, that as they are thus
relieved from a great burden, they may provide themselves
properly with horse and arms, so that they may be fit and
ready for my service and for the defence of my kingdom.
I bestow confirmed peace in all my kingdom, and I order it
be preserved from henceforth. I restore to you the law of
king Edward, with the amendments which my father, by the
advice of his barons, made in it. If any one has taken any-
thing of mine, or of any one else’s property, since the death
of my brother king William, let it all be soon restored with-
out alteration ; and if any one shall retain anything of it, he
shall, on being discovered, atone to me for it heavily. Wit-
ness Maurice bishop of London, William elect of Win-
chester, Gerard of Hereford, earl Henry, earl Simon, earl
Walter Gifford, Robert de Montfort, Roger Bigod, and many
others.” :

Roger of Wendover, History of England (translated by J. A.
Giles, London, 1849), II, 276-278..

——p—

18. The Anarchy

A. 1135. This year, at Lammas, king Henry went over
sea: and on the second day, as he lay asleep in the ship,
the day was darkened universally, and the sun became as if
it were a moon three nights old, with the stars shining round
it at mid-day. Men greatly marvelled, and great fear fell
on them, and they said that some great event should follow
thereafter — and so it was, for the same year the king died
in Normandy, on the day after the feast of St. Andrew. Soon
did this land fall into trouble, for every man greatly began
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to rob his neighbor as he might. Then king Henry’s sons
and his friends took his body, and brought it to England,
and buried| it at Reading.. He was a good man, and great
was the awe of him; no man durst ill treat another in his
time : he made peace for men and deer. Whoso bare his
burden of gold and silver, no man durst say to him ought
but good. In the meantime his nephew Stephen de Blois
had arrived in England, and he came to London, and the
inhabitants received him, and sent for the archbishop, Will-
iam Corboil, who consecrated him king on midwinter-day.
In this king’s time was all discord, and evil-doing, and rob-
bery ; for the powerful men who had kept aloof soon rose up
against him; . . . '

A. 1137. This year King Stephen went over sea to
Normandy, and he was received there because it was ex-
pected that he would be altogether like his uncle, and
because he had gotten possession of his treasure, but this
he distributed and scattered foolishly. King Henry had
gathered together much gold and silver; yet did he no good
for his soul’s sake with the same. When king Stephen came
to England, he held an assembly at Oxford ; and there he
seized Roger bishop of Salisbury, and Alexander bishop of
Lincoln, and Roger the chancellor, his nephew, and he kept
them all in prison till they gave up their castles. When
the traitors perceived that he was a mild man, and a soft,
and a good, and that he did not enforce justice, they did all

~wonder. They had done homage to him, and sworn oaths,

but they no faith kept ; all became forsworn, and broke their
allegiance, for every rich man built his castles, and defended
them against him, and they filled the land full of castles.
They greatly oppressed the wretched people by making them
work at these castles, and when the castles were finished they
filled them with devils and evil men. Then they took those
whom they suspected to have any goods, by night and by
day, seizing both raen and women, and they put them in
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prison for their gold and silver, and tortured them with
pains unspeakable, for never were any martyrs tormented
as these were., ... . Many thousands they exhausted with
hunger. I cannot and I may not tell of all the wounds,
and all the tortures that they inflicted upon the wretched
men of this land; and this state of things lasted the nine-
teen years that Stephen was king, and ever grew worse and
worse. They were continually levying an exaction from the
towns, which they called Tenserie, and when the miserable
inhabitants had no more to give, then plundered they, and
burnt all the towns, so that well mightest thou walk a whole
day’s journey nor ever shouldest thou find a man seated in
a town, or its lands tilled.

Then was corn dear, and flesh, and cheese, and butter,
for there was none in the land — wretched men starved with
hunger — some lived on alms who had been erewhile rich:
some fled the country — never was there more misery, and
never acted heathens worse than these. At length they
spared neither church nor churchyard, but they took all
that was valuable therein, and then burned the church and
all together. Neither did they spare the lands of bishops,
nor of abbats, nor of priests; but they robbed the monks
and the clergy, and every man plundered his neighbour as
much as he could. If two or three men came riding to a
town, all the township fled before them, and thought that
they were robbers. The bishops and clergy were ever
cursing them, but this to them was nothing, for they were
all accursed and forsworn, and reprobate. The earth bare
no corn, you might as well have tilled the sea, for the land
was all ruined by such deeds, and it was said openly that
Christ and his saints slept. These things, and more than
we can say, did we suffer during nineteen years because of
our sins. . . .

A. 1140. . . . Then there arose a very great war between
the king and Randolph earl of Chester, not because the king
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did not give him all that he could ask, even as he did to all
others, but that the more he gave them, the worse they
always carried themselvesto him. The earl held Lincoln
against the king, and seized all that belonged to the king
there, and the king went thither, and besieged him and his
brother William de Romare in the castle : and the earl stole
out and went for Robert earl of Gloucester,.and brought
him thither with a large army; -and they fought furiously
against their lord on Candlemas-day, and they took him
captive, for his men betrayed him and fled, and they led
him to Bristol, and there they put him into prison and close

. confinement. Now was all England more disturbed than

before, and all evil was in the land. After this, king Henry’s
daughter, who had been empress of Germany, and was now
countess of Anjou, arrived, and she came to London, and
the citizens would have seized her, but she fled with much loss.
Then Henry bishop of Winchester, King Stephen’s brother,
spake with earl Robert and with the empress, and swore
them oaths that he never more would hold with the king
his brother, and he cursed all those that did hold with him,
and he said that he would give up Winchester to them, and
he made them come thither. . . . Now was England much
divided, some held with the king and some with the empress,
for when the king was in prison the earls and the great men
thought that he would never more come out, and they
treated with the empress, and brought her to Oxford, and
gave her the town. When the king was out of prison he
heard this, and he took his army and besieged her in the
tower, and they let her down from the tower by night with
ropes, and she stole away, and she fled: apd she went on
foot to Wallingford. After this she went over sea, and all
the Normans turned from the king to the earl of Anjou,
some willingly, and some against their will; for he besieged
them till they gave up their castles, and they had no help
from the king. . . . And the earl of Anjou died, and his
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son Henry succeeded him; and the queen of France was
divorced from the king, and she went to the young earl
Henry, and he)\took| her to wife; and received all Poitou
with her. Then he came into Eagland with a great army
and won castles ; and the king marched against him with a
much larger army, howbeit they did not fight, but the arch-
bishop and wise men went between them and made a treaty
on these terms : that the king should be lord and king while
he lived, and that Henry should be king after his death, and
that he should consider him as his father, and the king him
as his son, and that peace and concord should be between
them, and in all England. The king, and the earl, and the
bishop, and the earls, and all the great men swore to observe
these and the other conditions that were then made. The
earl was received with much honour at Winchester and at
London, and all did homage to him, and swore to keep the
peace, and it soon became a very good peace, such as never
was in this land. Then the king was more powerful here
than ever he was; and the earl went over sea, and all the
people loved him, because he did good justice, and made
peace.

The Saxvn Chronicle (translated by J. A. Giles, 1847), s01-507.
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CHAPTER IV—UNDER ANGEVIN
RULE

19. Henry the Second

F the king has promised to spend the day anywhere, es-
pecially if a herald has publicly proclaimed that such is
his royal will, you may be sure that he will start off early in
the morning and by his sudden change of mind will throw
everybody’s plans into confusion. You may see men run-
ning about as if they were mad, urging on the pack-horses,
driving chariots one into another, and everything in a state
of confusion. The tumult is such as to give you a vivid
picture of the infernal regions. But if the king declares his
intention of going to a certain place early the next morning,
he will undoubtedly change his mind, and you may be sure
that he will sleep till midday. You will see the pack-horses
waiting under their loads, the chariots standing ready, the
couriers falling asleep, the purveyors uneasy and everybody
grumbling. . . .

After the weariness of long uncertainty we would have the
comfort of learning that we were to stay in a place where
there was prospect of food and lodging. Then there would
be such confusion and running about of footmen and horse-
men that you would think the infernal regions had broken
open. But when our couriers had already gone the whole
day’s journey or almost the whole, the king would change
his mind-and turn aside to some other place, where perhaps
he had only one house and provisions enough for himself,

56
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but not enough to share: and I believe, if I dared to say it,
that his pleasure was increased by the straits to which we
were put. After wanderingabout/thregior four miles through
an unknown forest and frequently in the dark, we would
think our prayers were answered if we found by chance
some mean, filthy hut. There was often fierce and bitter
contention over these hovels, and courtiers fought with
drawn swords for a lodging that it would have been dis-
graceful for pigs to fight for. I sometimes became sep-
arated from my own people and could hardly get them
together again in three days. O God almighty, thou art
king of kings and lord of lords, who art terrible to the kings
of the earth, who dost take away the breath of princes and
dost give health to kings, in thy power is the heart of the
king to turn whithersoever thou dost will. Turn and con-
vert the heart of this king from this unwholesome manner
of life, that he may know that he is a man, and may learn
to show royal grace and consideration and human compas-
sion to the men who are drawn after him not by ambition
but by necessity. . . .

You ask me to send you an accurate description of the
appearance and character of the king of England. That
surpasses my powers, for the genius of a Vergil would hardly
be equal to it. That which I know however I will ungrudg-
ingly share with you. Concerning David we read that it
was said of him, as evidence for his beauty that he was
ruddy. You may know then that our king is still ruddy,
except as old age and whitening hair have changed his
colour a little. He is of medium stature so that among
small men he does not seem large, nor yet among large men
does he seem small. His head is spherical, as if the abode
of great wisdom and the special sanctuary of lofty intelli-
gence. The size of his head is in proportion to the neck
and the whole body. His eyes are full, guileless and dove-
like when he is at peace, gleaming like fire when his temper
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is aroused, and in bursts of passion they flash like lightning.
As to his hair he is in no danger of baldness, but his head
has been |¢closely shaved:, He has a broad, square, lion-like
face. His feet are arched and he has the legs of a horse-
man. His broad chest and muscular arms show him to be
a strong, bold, active man. His hands show by their coarse-
ness that he is careless and pays little attention to his person,
for he never wears gloves except when he goes hawking. . . .
Although his legs are bruised and livid from hard riding, he
never sits down except when on horseback or at meals. On
a single day, if necessary, he travels a journey of four or five
days, and thus anticipating the plans of his énemies he baf-
fles their devices by his sudden movements. . . . Heisa
passionate lover of the woods, and when not engaged in war
he exercises with birds and dogs. . . . He does not loiter
in his palace like other kings, but hurrying through the prov-
inces he investigates what is being done everywhere, and is
especially strict in his judgment of those whom he has
appointed as judges of others. There is no one keener in
counsel, of more fluent eloquence, no one who hasless anxi-
ety in danger or more in prosperity, or who is more coura-
geous in adversity. If he has once loved any one, he rarely
ceases to love him, while one for whom he has once taken a
dislike he seldom admits to his favour. He always has his
weapons in his hands when not engaged in consultation or
at his books. When his cares and anxieties allow him to
breathe he occupies himself with reading, or in a circle of
clerks tries to solve some knotty question. . . .

Peter of Blois, Epistolz (edited by J. A. Giles, Oxford, 1847), I,
59, 51, 193-195. Translation by A. B. Hawes.
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20. The Friendship of King Henry and
His"” Chancellor

The chancellor therefore because of his virtue, his noble
spirit, and his eminent merits, was in great favour with the
king, the clergy, the army and the people. After business
was done with, the king and the chancellor used to play
together like two little boys, whether in the palace, in
church, in public, or while riding. One day they rode
together in the streets of London. A strong wind was blow-
ing, and the king saw a poor old man approaching in thin
and worn out clothes. He said to the chancellor, “ Do you
see that man?” “ Yes,” said the chancellor. “ How poor,
how weak he is,” said the king, “and how very thinly clad !
Would it not be great charity to give him a thick warm
cloak?” “Most certainly,” replied the chancellor, “and
your majesty ought to have the spirit todo it.” In the mean
time the poor man came up to them, and the king stopped
and the chancellor with him. The king quietly addressed
the beggar and asked him if he would like to have a good
cloak. The beggar, not knowing who they were, supposed
they were not in earnest but joking. But the king said to
the chancellor, “ You are the one to show this great charity,”
and laying his hands upon him he tried to pull off a fine new
cloak made of thick scarlet cloth which the chancellor wore,
while the chancellor on the other hand tried to prevent him.
Thereupon there was a great commotion and struggle. The
courtiers who were following them ran up in astonishment
to learn the reason for this unexpected contest. There
was no one to tell them, for both king and chancellor were
fully occupied with their hands, and seemed to be in danger
of falling off their horses. At length the chancellor reluc-
tantly allowed the king to conquer, to draw off his cloak and
give it to the beggar. Then the king told his followers the
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whole story. There was a great laugh and some of the
courtiers offered the chancellor their own cloaks and capes.
The'poor' old- man'went-'away happy with the chancellor’s
cloak, enriched beyond his expectation and giving thanks
to God.

Sometimes the king was the chancellor’s guest, either
simply for his own enjoyment, or in order to learn what
was talked about in the chancellor’s home and at his table.
The king would sometimes send away his horse and come
in when the chancellor was already at the table: sometimes
he would come with his arrows in his hand, either returning
from the hunt or on his way to the wood. At one time he
would drink and, after seeing the chancellor, go away again.
At another he would leap over the table, sit down and eat.
Never have there been two men more harmonious and
friendly in christian times.

William Fitz-Stephen, Vita Sancti Thome (Materials for the
History of Thomas Becket, edited by J. Robertson, London,
1877, 111, 24, 25).

———

21. Thomas and the Primacy (1162)

The king was living at that time outside the kingdom be-
yond the seas and the chancellor was with him. On account
of frequent hostilities on the part of the Welsh and other
difficulties in the realm the king determined to send the
chancellor to England. This mission he entrusted to the
chancellor because the reasons for it were many and impor-
tant and no one of his own men was so well fitted. Now
the chancellor, after some days had been spent in making
arrangements for the embassy, just before his departure
went to the court at that time abiding in that stronghold of
Normandy which is called Falaise, intending to simply take
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leave of the king and then set out upon his journey. But
the king called him aside and said to him in secret, “ You
do not yet know 'in/full . the reason)/for"your mission. It is
my will that you should be archbishop of Canterbury.”
The chancellor, pointing to the gay fashion in which he
was attired, said with a smile,  What a religious man, what a
holy man you desire to place in the sacred seat and over
that celebrated and sacred assembly of monks ! Know surely
that if by the will of God this should happen, you would
speedily turn away your favour from me, and our friendship
which is now so great would be changed into bitter hatred.
For I am sure that you would assert many claims in ecclesi-
astical matters and you would demand some things which
I could not quietly endure. Then jealous persons would
seize the opportunity to interpose and not only would our
friendship be destroyed but they would arouse perpetual
hatred between us.” . ..

But the king, not at all moved by these warnings of the
chancellor which were prompted by his very affection, re-
mained fixed in his purpose, and presently he gave careful
and specific directions to the other envoys, men of impor-
tance, to make known his wish and desire in regard to the
chancellor’s promotion, to the sacred assembly of the metro-
politan church and to the clergy of the kingdom. This he
did in the chancellor’s presence and addressing one of the
envoys especially he said, “ Richard ” (it was Richard de
Lucy), “if I were lying dead in my shroud, would you
strive to have Henry, my first-born, exalted to the throne?”
¢ Verily your majesty, I should do my utmost.” And the
king replied, “I wish you to use the same endeavour for
the promotion of the chancellor to the seat of Canterbury.”

Herbert Bosham. Vita S. Thome (Materials for the History of
Thomas Becket, edited by J. Robertson, London, 1877, III,
180-182).
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22. The Conquest of Ireland in the
Reign“of 'Henry the Second

Happy would this island have been, long since would it
have been vigorously and successfully subdued from end to
end, long since reduced without difficulty to systematic order
and kept well in hand by the building of castles from sea to
sea in commanding situations on every side, had it not been
for the royal edict which cut off the supplies of the first
invaders ; or rather, perhaps, I should say if domestic plots
had not so prematurely recalled the king from that proud
and noble expedition which he conducted himself in person.

Happy, too, if the worth of the original conquerors had
been only appreciated as it deserved, and the care and
conduct of the government been committed to the strong
hands of those brave and trusty men.

For the natives of the land at our first coming had been
astounded and thrown into consternation by the startling
novelty of the event, and were terrified at the speed with
which the archers shot and at the might of the heavy men-
at-arms. But delay — which ever brings danger in its train
—, the protracted, dilatory, and feeble character of the
conquest, and the unskilfulness and cowardice of procura-
tors and governors who only lulled their own side into a -
false security, all combined to give them heart. Moreover,
by gradual and careful training in the use of the bow and
other weapons, by learning caution and studying the art of
ambuscade, by the confidence gained from frequently en-
gaging in conflict with our troops, lastly taught by our very
successes, these Irishmen whom at first we could rout with
ease, became able to offer a stout resistance. . . .

The Irish have four prophets, Moling, Berchan, Patrick,
and Columba, whose writings are in Irish and still extant
among them. They speak of this conquest, and all pro-
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nounce that it will be terrible, entailing many battles, a
long struggle, and muth bloodshed, which will continue
into the times/\of! far-distantgenerations. Indeed, they
hardly allow that complete victory will be attained by the
English, and the island be entirely subjugated from sea to sea
and planted with castles, before the Day of Judgment. . . .

I speak from my own knowledge; and to the truth of
what I say I can bear witness from personal experience.
Inasmuch as we insolently spurned the loyal advances made
to us by the natives who met us first, since God at all times
shatters the proud, by our conduct on that occasion we
deterred not only them but all the chief men of the island
from uniting with us in the ties of friendship. . . .

In addition to the above reasons, the lands of the friendly
Irish, who from the first arrival of Fitz-Stephen and the
earl had faithfully stood by us, contrary to our promises we
took away and gave to new-comers from England; while
the ejected natives at once joined our enemies and became
hostile spies, guides for them instead of as formerly guides
" for us, all the more dangerous from our previous intercourse.

The custody, too, of the castles and maritime towns with
their adjacent lands, and ‘the control of tribute therefrom
which should have been expended for the public good and
to the detriment of our adversaries, were entrusted to mere
lucre-hunters, who skulked behind their stone walls, gave
themselves up to continual drunkenness, and aimlessly
squandered and wasted right and left to the ruin of the
burghers and the advantage of the foe.

There was this also besides the other mischiefs, that
directly the king’s son appeared in the land, among a people
who wete warlike, hostile, rebellious, and savage, a people
in short in no mood to yield obedience, both the civil
government and the military command got into the clutches
of men who had in their composition more of the thief
than the soldier, knights of the carpet rather than knights
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m8s,and  Of the field, rascals intent less on attacking the enemy than
g;;‘{hgfe. on looting the good citizens. Mepn, I say and marchers,
forsooth/suchi@as| Fitz+Aldelm and his like, under whom
both Wales and Ireland — since he was governor in each —
had to bewail their decay. For they were fellows who
neither kept faith with the subdued nor struck the slightest
fear into their opponents ; strangers to that noble sentiment
Vergil, of higher minds which prompts us “To spare the humbled
fEnei, VI, and beat down the proud,” but rather on the contrary,
their way was “ leaving the foe unharmed, the vanquished to
despoil.” Whence it happens that nothing has been done
to establish a settled state of things in the island, either by
making incursions into the hostile districts; by the erection
of castles, or by the opening up of the forest-roads — the
“ill ways,” as they are commonly called —for the security

of passengers by felling and removing the trees.

The bands of mercenaries followed the example set by
their betters, and behaved in the same way as their masters,
giving themselves up to wine and women and taking good
care to keep inside the towns on the seaboard. Thus the
inland parts, which lay nearer to the enemy, and are called
march-lands (perhaps Mars’ lands, from Mars, would have
been a better name for them) were left entirely deserted
and unprotected, and the undefended villages and fortified
posts situated between the marches and the coast were
abandoned to rapine, slaughter and fire. In the growing
insolence of the new-comers, the veteran soldiers of the
early leaders were slighted and regarded with scant favour ;
but kept in the background and held their peace, waiting
quietly to see to what all this extravagance and disorder
would eventually lead. . . .

l]:i)hn.was in Now all these grave disorders, though due in a measure
teenth year, 0 Doth causes, still are to be imputed to evil counsels even
more than to the tender years of the king’s son John. For
this, which had always been a rude and savage land, required
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trained and experienced minds to mould it into shape. To
any realm you will, no matter though it may long have
enjoyed a healthy state, with a_child-king comes woe ; how
much the more then if anignorant and untaught people be
committed to an ignorant and untaught stripling prince !

Giraldus Cambrensis, Expugnatio Hiberniz, Lib. 11, cc. xxxiv,
xxxvi. Translation by F. Barnard, Strongbow'’s Conguest of
Ireland (London, 1888), 123-133.

—_—

23. A Picture of London (circ. 1173)

Of the Site theveof

Among the noble cities of the world that Fame celebrates
the City of London of the Kingdom of the English, is the
one seat that pours out its fame more widely, sends to
farther lands its wealth and trade, lifts its head higher than
- the rest. It is happy in the healthiness of its air, in the
Christian religion, in the strength of its defences, the nature
of its site, the honour of its citizens, the modesty of its
matrons ; pleasant in sports; fruitful of noble men. Let
us look into these things separately. . . .

Of Religion

There is in the church there the Episcopal Seat of St.
Paul ; once it was Metropolitan, and it is thought will again
become so if the citizens return into the island, unless per-
haps the archiepiscopal title of Saint Thomas the Martyr,
and his bodily presence, preserve to Canterbury where it is
now, a perpetual dignity. But as Saint Thomas has made
both cities illustrious, London by his rising, Canterbury by
his setting, in regard of that saint, with admitted justice,
each can claim advantage of the other. There are also, as
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regards the cultivation of the Christian faith, in London and
the suburbs, thirteen larger conventual churches, besides
lesset/ parish/ chutches)oné hundred and twenty-six.

Of the Strength of the City

It has on the east the Palatine Castle, very great and
strong, of which the ground plan and the walls rise from a
very deep foundation, fixed with a mortar tempered by the
blood of animals. On the west are two towers very strongly
fortified, with the high and great wall of the city having
seven double gates, and towered to the north at intervals.
London was walled and towered in like manner on the
south, but the great fish-bearing Thames river which there
glides, with ebb and flow from the sea, by course of time
has washed against, loosened, and thrown down those walls.
Also upwards to the west the royal palace is conspicuous
above the same river, an incomparable building with ram-
parts and bulwarks, two miles from the city, joined to it by a
populous suburb.

Of Gardens

‘ Everywhere outside the houses of those living in the sub-
urbs are joined to them, planted with trees, the spacious
and beautiful gardens of the citizens.

Of Pasture and Tiltk

Also there are, on the north side, pastures and a pleasant
meadow land, through which flow river streams, where the
turning wheels of mills are put in motion with a cheerful’
sound. Very near lies a great forest, with woodland pas-
tures, coverts of wild animals, stags, fallow deer, boars and
wild bulls. The tilled lands of the city are not of barren
gravel but fat plains of Asia, that make crops luxuriant, and
fill their tillers’ barns with Ceres’ sheaves.
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Of Springs

There are, also,about London, on the north side, excellent
suburban springs, with sweet, wholesome, and clear water that
flows rippling over the bright stones; among which Holy
Well, Clerken Well, and Saint Clements are frequented by
greater numbers, and visited more by scholars and youth of
the city when they go out for fresh air on summer evenings.
It is a good city indeed when it has a good master.

Of Honour of the Citizens

That City is honoured by her men, adorned by her arms,
populous with many inhabitants, so that in the time of
slaughter of war under King Stephen, of those going out to
muster twenty thousand horsemen and sixty thousand men
on foot were estimated to be fit for war. Above all other
citizens, everywhere, the citizens of London are regarded as
conspicuous and noteworthy for handsomeness of manners
and of dress, at table, and in way of speaking. . . .

Of Schools

In London three principal churches have by privilege and
ancient dignity, famous schools; yet very often by support
of some personage, or of some teachers who are considered
notable and famous in philosophy, there are also other
schools by favour and permission. On feast days the mas-
ters have festival meetings in the churches. Their scholars
dispute, some by demonstration, others by dialectics ; some
recite enthymemes, others do better in using perfect syllo-
gisms. Some are exercised in disputation for display, as
~ wrestling with opponents; others for truth, which is the
grace of perfectness. Sophists who feign are judged happy
in their heap and flood of words. " Others paralogize. Some
orators, now and then, say in their rhetorical speeches some-
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thing apt for persuasion, careful to observe rules of their art,
and to omit none of the contingents. Boys of different
schools strive  against jone another in verses, and contend
about the principles of grammar and rules of the past and
future tenses. . . .

Of the ordering of the City

Those engaged in the several kinds of business, sellers of
several things, contractors for several kinds of work, are
distributed every morning into their several localities and
shops. Besides, there is in London on the river bank, among
the wines in ships and cellars sold by the vintners, a public
cook shop ; there eatables are to be found every day, accord-
ing to the season, dishes of meat, roast, fried and boiled,
great and small fish, coarser meats for the poor, more deli-
cate for the rich, of game, fowls, and small birds. If there
should come suddenly to any of the citizens friends, weary
from a journey and too hungry to like waiting till fresh food
is bought and cooked, with water to their hands comes
bread, while one runs to the river bank, and there is all that
can be wanted. - However great the multitude of soldiers or
travellers entering the city, or preparing to go out of it, at
any hour of the day or night, — that these may not fast too
long and those may not go supperless, —they turn hither, if
they please, where every man can refresh himself in his own
way. . . . Outside one of the gates there,immediately in the
suburb, is a certain field, smooth (Smith) field in fact and
name. Every Friday, unless it be a higher day of appointed
solemnity, there is in it a famous show of noble horses for sale.
Earls, barons, knights, and many citizens who are in town,
come to see or buy. . . . Inanother part of the field stand
by themselves the goods proper to rustics, implements of
husbandry, swine with long flanks, cows with full udders,
oxen of bulk immense, and woolly flocks. . . . To this city
from every nation under heaven merchants delight to bring
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their trade by sea—. . .. This city . . is divided into
wards, has annual sheriffs for its consuls, has senatorial and
lower magistrates, sewers|andaqueducts in its streets, its
proper places and separate courts for cases of each kind,
deliberative, demonstrative, judicial; has assemblies on
appointed days. I do not think there is a city with more
commendable customs of church attendance, honour to
God’s ordinances, keeping sacred festivals, almsgiving, hos-
pitality, confirming betrothals, contracting marriages, cele-
bration” of nuptials, preparing feasts, cheering the guests,
and also in care for funerals and the interment of the dead.
The only pests of London are the immoderate drinking of
fools and the frequency of fires. To this may be added
that nearly all the bishops, abbots, and magnates of England
are, as it were, citizens and freemen of London; having
there their own splendid houses, to which they resort, where
they spend largely when summoned to great councils by the
king or by their metropolitan, or drawn thither by their own
private affairs. ’

Of Sports

Let us now come to the sports and pastimes, seeing it is
fit that a city should not only be commodious and serious,
but also merry and sportful; . . . But London . . . hath
holy plays, representations of miracles which holy confessors
have wrought, or representations of torments wherein the
constancy of martyrs appeared. Every year also at Shrove
Tuesday, that we may begin with children’s sports, seeing
we all have been children, the.schoolboys do bring cocks
of the game to their master, and all the forenoon they
delight themselves in cock-fighting: after dinner, all the
youths go into the fields to play at the ball.

The scholars of every school have their ball, or baton, in
their hands ; the ancient and wealthy men of the city come
forth on horseback to see the sport of the young men,
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and to take part of the pleasure in beholding their agility.
Every Friday in Lent a fresh company of young men
comes into  the, field; on horseback, and the best horseman
conducteth the rest. Then march forth the citizens’ sons,
and other young men, with disarmed lances and shields,
and there they practise feats of war. Many courtiers like-
wise, when the king lieth near, and attendants of noblemen,
do repair to these exercises; and while the hope of victory
doth inflame their minds, do show good proof how service-
able they would be in martial affairs.

In Easter holidays they fight battles on the water ; a shield
is hung upon a pole, fixed in the midst of the stream, a
- boat is prepared without oars, to be carried by violence of
the water, and in the fore part thereof standeth a young
man, ready to give charge upon the shield with his lance;
if so be he breaketh his lance against the shield, and doth
not fall, he is thought to have performed a worthy deed ;
if so be, without breaking his lance, he runneth strongly
against the shield, down he falleth into the water, for the
boat is violently forced with the tide ; but on each side of
the shield ride two boats, furnished with young men, which
recover him that falleth as soon as they may. Upon the
bridge, wharfs, and houses, by the river’s side,.stand great
numbers to see and laugh thereat.

In the holidays all the summer the youths are exercised
in leaping, dancing, shooting, wrestling, casting the stone,
and practising their shields ; the maidens trip in their tim-
brels, and dance as long as they can well see. In winter,
every holiday before dinner, the boars prepared for brawn
are set to fight, or else bulls and bears are baited.

When the great fen, or moor, which watereth the walls of
the city on the north side, is frozen, many young men play
upon the ice ; some, striding as wide as they may, do slide
swiftly ; others make themselves seats of ice, as great as
willstones; one sits down, many hand in hand to draw
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him, and one slipping on a sudden, all fall together; some
tie bones to their feet and under their heels; and shoving
themselves by, a little picked staff; do slide as swiftly as a
bird flieth in the air, or an arrow out of a cross-bow.
Sometime two run together with poles, and hitting one the
other, either one or both do fall, not without hurt; some
break their arms, some their legs, but youth desirous of
glory in this sort exerciseth itself against the time of war.
Many of the citizens do delight themselves in hawks and
hounds; for they have liberty of hunting in Middlesex,
Hertfordshire, all Chiltern, and in Kent to the water of
Cray. . ..
William Fitz-Stephen, Descriptio Nobilissime Civitatis Lon-
done (translation found in Henry Morley’s edition of Stow’s
Suruvey of London. London, 1890, 22-28, 117-119).
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CHAPTER V—THE STRUGGLE FOR
CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTY

24. The Winning of Magna Carta (1215)

Of a conference held by the barons against king John

BOUT this time the earls and barons of England as-
sembled at St. Edmund’s, as if for religious duties,
although it was for some other reason; for after they had
discoursed together secretly for a time, there was placed
before them the charter of king Henry the First, which they
had received, as mentioned" before, in the city of London
from Stephen archbishop of Canterbury. This charter con-
tained certain liberties and laws granted to the holy church
as well as to the nobles of the kingdom besides some liber-
ties which the king added of his own accord. All therefore
assembled in the church of St. Edmund, the king and mar-
tyr, and, commencing from those of the highest rank, they
all swore on the great altar that, if the king refused to grant
these liberties and laws, they themselves would withdraw
from their allegiance to him, and make war on him, till he
should, by a charter under his own seal, confirm to them
every thing they required; and finally it was unanimously
agreed that, after Christmas, they should all go together to
the king and demand the confirmation of the aforesaid lib-
erties to them, and that they should in the meantime pro-
vide themselves with horses and arms, so that if the king
should endeavour to depart from his oath, they might by
taking his castles, compel him to satisfy their demands ; and
having arranged this, each man returned home. . . .
72 .
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Of the demand made by the barons of England for
their rights

A.D. 1215 ; which was the seventeenth year of the reign
of king John ; he held his court at Winchester at Christmas
for one day, after which he hurried to London, and took up
his abode at the New Temple ; and at that place the above-
mentioned nobles came to him in gay military array, and
demanded the confirmation of the liberties and laws of
king Edward, with other liberties granted to them and to
the kingdom and church of England, as were contained in
the charter, and above-mentioned laws of Henry the First;
they also asserted that, at the time of his absolution at Win-
chester, he had promised to restore those laws and ancient
liberties, and was bound by his own oath to observe them.
The king, hearing the bold tone of the barons in making
this demand, much feared an attack from them, as he saw
that they were prepared for battle ; he however made an-
swer that their demands were a matter of importance and
difficulty, and he therefore asked a truce till the end of
Easter, that he might, after due deliberation, be able to sat-
isfy them as well as the dignity of his crown. After much
discussion on both sides, the king at length, although un-
willingly, procured the archbishop of Canterbury, the bishop
of Ely, and William Marshal, as his sureties, that on the day
pre-agreed on he would, in all reason, satisfy them all, on
which the nobles returned to their homes. The king how-
ever, wishing to take precautions against the future, caused
all the nobles throughout England to swear fealty to him
alone against all men, and to renew their homage to him;
and, the better to take care of himself, he, on the day of
St. Mary’s purification, assumed the cross of our Lord,
being induced to this more by fear than devotion. . . .
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Of the principal persons who compelled the king to
grant the laws and liberties

In Easter week of this same year, the above-mentioned
nobles assembled at Stamford, with horses and arms; for
they had now induced almost all the nobility of the whole
kingdom to join them, and constituted a very large army ;
for in their army there were computed to be two thousand
knights, besides horse soldiers, attendants, and foot soldiers,
who were variously equipped. . . . The king at this time
was awaiting the arrival of his nobles at Oxford. On the
Monday next after the octaves of Easter, the said barons
assembled in the town of Brackley: and when the king
learned this, he sent the archbishop of Canterbury, and
William Marshal earl of Pembroke, with some other pru-
dent men, to them to inquire what the laws and liberties
were which they demanded. The barons then delivered to
the messengers a paper, containing in great measure the
laws and ancient customs of the kingdom, and declared
that, unless the king immediately granted them and con-
firmed them under his own seal, they would, by taking pos-
session of his fortresses, force him to give them sufficient
satisfaction as to their before-named demands. The arch-
bishop with his fellow messengers then carried the paper to
the king, and read to him the heads of the paper one by
one throughout. The king when he heard the purport of
these heads, derisively said, with the greatest indignation,
“Why, amongst these unjust demands, did not the barons
ask for my kingdom also? Their demands are vain and
visionary, and are unsupported by any plea of reason what-
ever.” And at length he angrily declared with an oath,
that he would never grant them such liberties as would ren-
der him their slave. The principal of these laws and liber-
ties, which the nobles required to be confirmed to them, are
partly described above in the charter of king Henry, and
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partly are extracted from the old laws of king Edward, as
the followmg history will show in due time.

7 Ize castle of Northampton besieged by the barons

As the archbishop and William Marshal could not by
any persuasions induce the king to agree to their demands,
they returned by the king’s order to the barons, and duly
reported all they had heard from the king to them; and
when the nobles heard what John said, they appointed Rob-
ert Fitz-Walter commander of their soldiers, giving him the
title of “ Marshal of the army of God and the holy church,”
and then, one and all flying to arms, they directed their
forces towards Northampton. On their arrival there they
at once laid siege to the castle, but after having stayed there
for fifteen days, and having gained little or no advantage,
they determined to move their camp ; for having come with-
out petrariee and other engines of war, they, without accom-
plishing their purpose, proceeded in confusion to the castle
of Bedford. . .

How the city of London was given up to the barons

When the army of the barons arrived at Bedford, they
were received with all respect by William de Beauchamp.
There also came to them there messengers from the city of
London, secretly telling them, if they wished to get into that
city, to come there immediately. The barons, inspirited
by the arrival of this agreeable message, immediately moved
their camp and arrived at Ware ; after this they marched
the whole night, and arrived early in the morning at the city
of London, and, finding the gates open, they, on the 24th of
May, which was the Sunday next before our Lord’s ascension,
entered the city without any tumult whilst the inhabitants
were performing divine service; for the rich citizens were
favourable to the barons, and the poor ones were afraid to
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murmur against them. The barons having thus got into the
city, placed their own guards in charge of each of the gates,
and/theén/arranged all/matters in the city at will. They then
took security from the citizens, and sent letters through Eng-
land to those earls, barons, and knights, who appeared to be
still faithful to the king, though they only pretended to be
so, and advised them with threats, as they regarded the
safety of all their property and possessions, to abandon a
king who was perjured and who warred against his barons,
and together with them to stand firm and fight against the
king for their rights and for peace; and that, if they refused
to do this, they, the barons, would make war against them
all, as against open enemies, and would destroy their castles,
burn their houses and other buildings, and destroy their
warrens, parks, and orchards. . . . The greatest part of
these, on receiving the message of the barons, set out to
London and joined them, abandoning the king entirely. . . .

The conference between the king and the barons

King John, when he saw that he was deserted by almost
all, so that out of his regal superabundance of followers
he scarcely retained seven knights, was much alarmed lest
the barons would attack his castles and reduce them without
difficulty, as they would find no obstacle to their so doing;
and he deceitfully pretended to make peace for a time with
the aforesaid barons, and sent William Marshal earl of
Pembroke, with other trustworthy messengers, to them, and
told them that, for the sake of peace, and for the exaltation
and honour of the kingdom, he would willingly grant them
the laws and liberties they required ; he also sent word to
the barons by these same messengers, to appoint a fitting
day and place to meet and carry all these matters into effect.
The king’s messengers then came in all haste to London,
and without deceit reported to the barons all that had been
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deceitfully imposed on them; they in their great joy
appointed the fifteenth of June for the king to meet them,
at a field lying between| Staines and, Windsor. Accordingly,
at the time and place pre-agreed on, the king and nobles
came to the appointed conference, and when each party
had stationed themselves apart from the other, they began
a long discussion about terms of peace and the aforesaid
liberties. . .". At length, after various points on both sides
had been discussed, king John, seeing that he was inferior
in strength to the barons, without raising any difficulty,
granted the underwritten laws and liberties, and confirmed
them by his charter as follows : —

" (Here follows the Great Charter.)

How the king. of England by letters patent ordeved
the aforesaid liberties to be observed

After this king John sent his letters patent throughout
all the English territories, strictly ordering all the sheriffs of
the whole kingdom to make the inhabitants in their jurisdic-
tions of every rank, swear to observe the above-written laws
and liberties, and also, as far as lay in their power, to annoy
and harass him, the king, by taking his castles till he fulfilled
all the above-mentioned terms, as contained in the charter.
After which, many nobles of the kingdom came to the king
asking him for their rights of land and possessions, and the
custody of the castles, which, as they said, belonged to them
by hereditary right ; but the king delayed this matter till it
was proved on the oath of liege men, what of right was due
to each; and, the more fully to effect this, he fixed the
16th of August as a day for them all to come to Westmin-
ster. Nevertheless he restored to Stephen archbishop of
Canterbury the castle of Rochester and the Tower of Lon-
don, which by old right belonged to his custody : and then
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breaking up the conference, the barons returned with the
above-named charter to London.

Roger of Wendover, Ckronica Majora (translated by J. A. Giles,
London, 1849), II, 303-324.

25. England in 1257

How the abbats of the Cistercian order were convoked
by royal warrant

At the Epiphany of our Lord, the king, little heeding the
heavy rains, the violence of the winds, the_ turbid state of
the rivers, or the trouble and fatigue that would be incurred,
convoked the abbats of the Cistercian order to assemble at
London, to hear his royal commands. They therefore came,
as they were obliged so to do, although wretchedly harassed,
and hopeless of mercy; and on their coming before the
king, he at once urgently demanded of them pecuniary
assistance to a large amount. To this demand they all, as
if animated by one spirit, unanimously replied that they
would not and could not do so without the general consent
of their chapter, or at least without the common consent of
all the abbats of the Cistercian order in England, who were
not then present. As they all departed without fixing a
day on which all could meet together, the king, with great
rancour, gave orders that no favour should be shown to the
Cistercian abbats ; and thus he gave tacit permission to the
sheriffs, foresters, and other royal agents (who were ready
enough at extortion, without any order from the king), to
injure and harass all the abbats of the Cistercian order in
their vicinity, on any pretence they could devise.

/N
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How the king refused to accept of the elected bishkop of
Ely '

About this time, the monks of Ely duly elected their sub-
prior, a proper and irreproachable man, to the office of
bishop of Ely and as pastor of their souls, refusing to comply
with the wishes of the king, who had urged his entreaties,
both by letter and by special messengers, in favour of
another person. The king therefore, being highly incensed,
gave the charge of that church to John Walerann, which was
. like intrusting a lamb to a famishing wolf ; and he at once
felled their woods, impoverished their dependants, and
injured the monks themselves to such a degree, that all
fear of God and reverence for the saints was laid aside, and
everything was exposed to peril and ruin, and the church
was reduced to the most abject state of slavery, and was
open to the attacks of invading plunderers.

Of the aryival of the archbishop of Messina, and of
the powers with whick ke was invested

In this year, on the approach of Lent, the archbishop of
Messina was sent by the pope (for what reason it was not
known), and arrived with a large retinue of brethren of the
Preacher order, mounted on horses. As he had letters
from the pope authorizing him to levy and receive procura-
tions, and to inflict heavy punishment on all gainsayers and
opposers, he sent an imperious letter to each of the prelates,

-ordering them to furnish him with procurations to the
amount fixed on by him ; and from the house of St. Alban’s,
and a monastery dependent on it, he extorted twenty-one
marks. The monks of St. Alban’s, too, having gone with all
civility to visit him at his abode, he would not allow them
to leave, but detained them like prisoners, to force them to
satisfy his avaricious demands ; and on the monks modestly
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replying that they had not a penny with them, the enraged
archbishop insolently replied, ‘“ Why are you so beggarly ?
send, then, for some merchant who will lend you some
money.” 'V And' this ‘theydid, as they were under compul-
sion ; for these monks were not allowed to leave the house,
although they were the select brethren of the convent;
namely, the arch-deacon of St. Alban’s, and John, the
abbat’s seal-bearer and proctor. This archbishop of Mes-
sina was a brother. of the ‘order of Preachers, in whom we
hoped to have found more humility than he showed. . . .

Of the great pariiament, at whick Earl Richard bade
Sarewell to the Englisk

At Mid-Lent of this same year, a great parliament was
held, ... Earl Richard, the newly-elected king of Ger-
many, was also present at this parliament for the purpose

_of bidding farewell to the general community of England ;

in fact almost the whole of the nobility of England were
present thereat. . . . .

How the king asked assistance for his son Edmund

Before the aforesaid parliament broke up, the king
brought his son Edmund, dressed in the Apulian fashion,
before the assembly, and pointing him out to them, said in
the hearing of all, “ You see, my faithful subjects, my son
Edmund, whom the Lord, of his spontaneous favour, has
called to the kingly dignity. How evidently worthy he is
of the favour of all of you! and how inhuman, how tyran-
nical would he be, who could refuse him seasonable and
effectual aid and counsel in this crisis!” and he added
that, by the advice and good-will of the pope and the
English church, he had, for the sake of obtaining the king-
dom of Sicily, bound himself, under penalty of losing his
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kingdom, to the payment of a hundred and forty thousand
marks, exclusive of interest, which daily increased, although.
without being apparent. . Also, that he had obtained, for
five ensuing years, the tithes to be levied from all the clergy
in general, that is to say, from all their benefices, which
were to be computed according to the new mode of taxation,
without deducting any expenses save those which were in-
curred necessarily. Also, the profits of all ecclesiastical
benefices vacated during the first year, and till the comple-
tion of the five years. This speech made the ears of all
tingle, and struck fear to their hearts, especially as they
knew that this tyranny took its rise from the pope. Although
they set forth excuses and asked for time to be allowed
them, they could not even obtain that favour, and were at’
length compelled to give a promise of relieving the king's
pressing necessities, on the condition, however, that he
would from that time forth observe inviolate the great
charter, which he had so often promised to do, and which
had been so often bought and rebought by them; and that
he would refrain from injuring and impoverishing them on
so many specious pretexts. On these conditions they prom-
ised the king fifty-two thousand marks, though to the irrepar-
able injury of the English church; yet the king is said not
to have accepted of such a rich gift even as this.

A calculation of the money uselessly expended by the
king

At this time the clerks of the king’s chamber examined
all the finance registers, and having made a strict calcula-
tion of the amount expended, it was proved by them, and
they were worthy of belief, that since the king had com-
menced plundering and wasting the wealth of his kingdom,
he had expended nine hundred and fifty thousand marks,
which it was dreadful to think of ; . . .

G .
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How the prelates of England promised a large sum
of money to the king on certain conditions

About/'this 'same ‘time - the prelates of England, who had
become weak and timid (not imitating the constancy of the
Cistercians, who gave a flat refusal to the king in person
when he demanded a large sum of money), granted to the
king the sum of forty-two thousand marks, to the enormous
and irreparable injury of the Church and the kingdom ; and
this sum was granted to the king or to his son Edmund,
for the purpose of obtaining possession of the kingdom of
Apulia ; though the acquisition of that kingdom was more
and more despaired of every day. The king, who was but

-little satisfied with this gift, promised that he would, as soon
as possible, moderate the Church’s oppressions, and restore
her to her proper state of liberty. . . .

How the king of England made preparations for an
expedition to Wales

About thé same time the king issued his warrants through-
out all England, calling on each and every one who owed
knightly service to their lord and king to be ready and pre-
pared, provided with horses and arms, to follow him into
Wales, on the feast of St. Mary Magdalen, whither he was
about to proceed on an expedition to check their violence ;
as they were roving about at will, seizing the castles of the
frontier nobles, and even those of the English, with impunity,
putting the garrisons to death, and spreading fire, slaughter,
and incendiarism in all directions. The Welsh, thereon,
learning that the king intended to take the field against
them with his army, prudently sent away their wives, chil-
dren, and flocks into the interior of the country, about
Snowdon and other mountainous places inaccessible to the
English, ploughed up their fields, destroyed the mills in the
road which the English would take, carried away all kinds
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of provisions, broke down the bridges, and rendered the
fords impassable by digging holes, in order that, if the
enemy attempted,to |¢ross,)they might be drowned. For-
tune favoured them in this war; for their cause appeared,
even to their enemies, to be just; and what chiefly sup-
ported and encouraged them was the thought that, like
the Trojans (from whom they were descended), they were
struggling, with a firmness worthy of their descent, for their
ancestral laws and liberties. Woe to the wretched English,
who, trodden underfoot by every foreigner, allowed the
ancient liberties of their kingdom to be extinguished, and
were not put to shame by the example of the Welsh. . . .

How the king returned from Wales without having
performed any remarkable ackievement

At the decline of autumn, as the approaching winter had
shortened the days and brought on cold, and as the greatest
scarcity prevailed in his army, the king, by the advice of
his especial counsellors, who could ill bear this state of want,
took his departure from Chester, and returned towards
London, to be present at the festival of the Translation of
St. Edward. Llewellyn, on hearing of this, followed him in
pursuit for a long time, for the purpose of attacking and
slaying any stragglers from the king’s army. Thus, after
expending a great deal of money, the king returned inglori-
ously, and followed by the derisive sneers of the enemy to
his own country, which was a place of greater safety for
him. . . .

The summary of the year
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by the spoliation practised by the king and the pope in
England, brought on unusual poverty. The land lay un-
cultivated, and, great. numbers of people died from starva-
tion. About Christmas, the price of a measure of wheat
rose to ten shillings. Apples were scarce, pears more so;
figs, beechnuts, cherries, plums —in short, all fruits which
are preserved in jars, were completely spoiled. This pestif-
€erous year, moreover, gave rise to mortal fevers, which raged
to such an extent that, not to mention other cases, at
St. Edmund’s alone more than two thousand dead bodies
were placed in the large cemetery during the summer, the
largest portion of them during the dog-days. There were
old men, who had formerly seen a measure of wheat sold
for a mark, and even twenty shillings, without the people
being starved to death. . ..

Matthew Paris, Chronica Majora (translated by J. A. Giles,
London, 1854), III, 214-256.

—_—

26. The Battle of Evesham i'265)

. . . Simon, earl of Leicester, always keeping the king in
his company, returned from the south of Wales, and on
the festival of St. Peter ad Vincula, arrived at Kempsey, a
manor of the bishop of Worcester, and stayed there on the
day following. Edward then returned from Kenilworth to
Worcester, which is only three miles distant from the above-
named manor ; and Simon, on hearing of his arrival there,
went away with the king at nightfall, and took up his
quarters in the town of Evesham, where he awaited his
unhappy destiny. For on the morrow, which was the day
of the Finding of St. Stephen, Edward moved from Worces-
ter, crossed the river near the town of Claines, and cut off
the approach of the earl to his son, who was in the castle
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of Kenilworth, and prevented all chance of the father and
son meeting. On the following day he drew near the town
of Evesham on'one'side) and the“earl of Gloucester and
Roger Mortimer came up with their respective forces in
two other directions; and thus the earl of Leicester was
hemmed in on all sides, and was under the necessity either
of voluntarily surrendering, or of giving them battle. On
the sth of August, which fell on the third day of the week,
both armies met in a large plain outside the town, where a
most severe conflict ensued, till the partisans of the earl
began to give way, and the whole weight of the battle falling
upon him he was slain on the field of battle. At the time
of his death, a storm of thunder and lightning occurred,
and darkness prevailed to such an extent, that all were
struck with amazement. Besides the earl, there fell, in
that battle, twelve knights bannerets ; namely, Henry, his
son; Peter de Montfort; Hugh Despenser, justiciary of
England ; William de Mandeville; Ralph Basset; Walter
de Crespigny; William York; Robert Tregor; Thomas
Hostelee ; John Beauchamp; Guy Balliol; Roger de
Roulee ; and a great number of others of inferior rank,
such as esquires and foot-soldiers ; the greatest loss being
amongst the Welsh. Thus ended the labours of that noble
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