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cially careful to adorn the gospel of Christ with a consist-
ent condugt, regulabed by that grace and truth which are
come by Him, in whom we all profess to believe. With-
out this, we bear but a very imperfect testlmony to the
superior excellence of the gospel dispensation, give its
enemies an opportunity to defame it, and prove ourselves
to be like the foolish builder upon the sandy foundation,
to whom our blessed Redeemer compared those who heard
his sayings, but did them not.

Nevertheless, the truth of Christianity does not depend
upon the conduct of its professors ; for however inconsist-
eent this may be, yet the excellency of the Christian faith,
and the purity of its precepts, will ever bear a strong and
unequivocal testlmony against the conduct of those who
hold the Truth in unrighteousness. Let none therefore,
from the weakness or wickedness of mankind, condemn
a religion, the best calculated of any for the correction of
these evils, and for our redemption from them; and which
is indeed peculiarly adapted to the nature of a being,
prone to sin, and encompassed with many infirmities ; but
who is at the same time called to glory and to virtue, and
. designed for that life and immortality Whlch are brought

to light by the gospel.

The misapprehensions which have been entertained
respecting our Faith in Christ, appear to me to have
arisen, not so much from a difference of belief, as from
laying more stress on different points of Christian doctrine.
We believe with other Christians, as will appear from the
following compilation, in the great and leading truths of
Christianity: but whilst some of its professors are princi-
pally inculcating a faith in the benefits to be received
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They will also evince our belief in the Holy Scriptures,
which we, consider; with ‘the apostle, as “able to make
wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.” And whilst I feel anxious for the preservation of
this faith, both with respect to the coming of the Son of
God in the flesh, for the redemption of mankind; and to
that glory which he had with the Father before the world
began; I am also earnestly solicitous, that all who make
this profession, may likewise believe in, and receive Him,
in his inward ‘and spiritual appearance, by which. he en-
lightens our understandings, and purifies our hearts. Thus
shall we become partakers of ‘¢ the fulness of the blessing
of the gospel of Christ;” and know ¢ what is the riches of
the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles ; whlch is
Christ within, the hope of glory.

*s In this edition a few additions have been made to
the extracts.
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ing them into a state of holiness and acceptance with him;
and this last is as truly a part of the Christian religion as
the firsts and'both taken’together;' make up the whole en-
tire Christian Religion ; and therefore when we speak or
write of it, we mean that religion which has relation to
Christ in both. the senses, or else we do not take in the
whole idea of it, but a part only.’

. In the year 1773, Joseph Phipps was engaged in a con-
troversy with a person who had attacked the principles of
the Society; and in a publication entitled, ¢ The: Original
and Present State of Man,” &c. he draws a ‘comparison
betwixt the miracles attending the introduction of the le-
gal, and those of the Christian. dispensation. After
speaking of the former, he proceeds thus:

‘Accordingelg the gracious dispensation of the 1
was introduced by evidences of divine authority equally
extraordinary, and equally suited to its placid and salu-
tary nature.

¢ Besides the numerous predictions of the prophets con-
cerning the Messiah, the advent of his forerunner the
Baptist, ang the miraculous conception of our Saviour by
the blessed Virgin, witness the many wonderful works he

rformed; the unaccountable darkness, and the rending
of the veil of the temple throughout, from top to bottom,
at his givinél--ugof‘he ghost; his astonishing resurrection
and that of the bodies of buried saints, which arose an
went .into the city; and his visible ascension, attended
with the glorious ministration of angels. After all this,
at the time of the Jewish feast of Pentecost, the apostles
and disciples being assembled together, according to the
Lord’s command, the Holy Ghost gave a two-fold demon-
stration of its uivcnt; first, by the appearance of cloven
tongues, as of fire, which sat upon each of them; second,
by filling their hearts with the og Ghost, to such s des
gree that they began to speak with other tongues, or in
other languages besides their own, as the Spirit gave them
utterance. To divers of them were likewise added, the
miraculous powers of healing all manner of diseases; the
dumb were made to speak, the deaf to hear, the lame t0
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recomnmend to all Friends, especially elders in the church
and masters of families, that they would, both by example
and advice, impress-on the-minds of the younger, a rev
erent esteem of those sacred writings, and advice them
to a frequent reading and meditating therein; and that
you would, at proper seasons, give the youth to under-
stand, that the same good experience of the work of
sanctification, through ﬁle operation of the Spirit of God,
whicli the Holy Scriptures plentifully bear testimony to,
is to be witnessed by believers in all generations, as well
as by those in the first ages of Christianity. And this
we recommend as the most effectual means of tting
aud establishing in their minds a firm belief of the Chris-
tian doctrine in general, as well as the necessity of the
help of the operations of the Holy Spirit of God in the
hearts of men in particular, contained in that most ex-
cellent book the Bible; and for _preserving them from be-
ing defiled with the many pernicious notions and princi-
.ples, contrary to such sound doctrine, which are at this
time industriously dispersed in the nation, to the re-
proach of the Christian profession in general.” :

In 1782. ¢Dear friends, we tenderly and earnestly
advise and exhort all parénts and masters of families,
that they exert themselves in the wisdom of God, and in
the strength of his love, to instruct their children and
families in the doctrines and precepts of the Christian
religion, contained in-the Holy Scriptures; and that they
excite them to the diligent reading of those sacred writ-
ings; which plainly set forth the miraculous conception,
birth, holy life, wonderful works, blessed example, me-
ritorious death, and glorious resurrection, ascension, and
mediation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; and to
educate their children in the belief of those important
truths, as well as in the belief of the inward manifesta-
tion and operation of the Spirit of God upon their own
minds ; that they may reap the benefit and advantage
thereof, for their own peace and everlasting happiness,
which is preferable to all other considerations. We
therefore exhort in the mqst earnest manner, that all be
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SaraH Gruss, wife of Robert Grubb of Clonmell, in
Ireland, died in;1790. -Having lately returned from a
journey on the continent of Europe, she wrote thus toa
friend, four days before her decease: ¢ My soul, though
encompassed with the manifold infirmities of a very af-
flicted tabernacle, can feelingly worship, and rejoice in
nothing more than this, that the Lamb immaculate is still
redeeming, by his precious blood, out of every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people; and making a glorious ad-
dition to the church triumphant, whose names will stand
eternally recorded in the book of life. I express not
these things from a redundancy of heavenly virtue, but
from the soul-sustaining evidence, that amidst all our

weakness and conflicts of flesh or spirit, an interest is -

mercifully granted in Him, who giveth victory over
death, hell, and the grave.’ :

JoB Tromas, of Wales, died in the year 1807. He
had been about ten years affected with a disorder in the
spine, brought on by a fall. ' His pains were often ex-
cruciatings but he bore them with remarkable patience.
On the day of his death he expressed himself thus: ¢ The
blessed hour is approaching, and before the close of this
day, I shall safely arrive wgimere there is neither toil nor
trouble. Sorrow not for me; I have hope in His mercy
who has washed me in that fountain which is set open for
the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem; not
through mine own righteousness, but through the right-
eousness of the crucl"rlhgad Immanuel, who died: for the sins
of all mankind. T am going to endless joys; there I shall
have to praise him, who enabled me patiently to endure
thﬂ? ine;;;ressible pain wherewith this poor body has been
afflicted. S

1 shall conclude these quotations and references with
the following Hymn, which was written about the .year
1740, by Eljah Waring, of Witney, in Oxfordshire,
a minister in our Seciety. Itis entitly. y ‘

)

1

:
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Do not, for 2 moment’s pleasure,
Forfeit this, thy dear bought right,

To/the joy|and endless treasure,
That the gospel brought to light.

Use thy reason; grace assisting
Every faculty withing

Thou shalt know a brave resisting
All the deadly powers of sin.

Taste religion’s chaste embraces;
Faith with genuine works adorn;
Virtue has eternal graces,
Fresh and blooming ev’ry morn.

All her joys beyond expressings
Peace that yields a golden crop;

She’s in life the greatest blessing,
And, in death, the grateful drop.

Wing thy soul, and qualify her
For the converse held above;
Dip thy tongue and join the choir
n melodious strains of love.

Utterly disclaiming merit,
Praise the Father and the So

Jointly with the Holy Spirit,
An eternal Three in One.

. FINIS.
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