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I~ assuming the task of making selections from the
letters of MarTHA SmiTH, and arranging and preparing
them for the press, we were in some degree aware of
the difficulty of the undertaking, and not unmindful of
the responsibility that would rest uponus. We would
willingly have been excused from the service, and have
confided it to more experienced hands; but the lot
seemed to fall upon us; and being convinced, from a
perusal of her letters, that there was much matter in
them too valuable to be lost, or limited even to her
family and intimate friends, we were made willing to
submit to the undertaking.

‘It will be seen that a large number of her letters
were written to her family at home, whilst engaged in
religious visits to various partsof the country. These
were in many instances almost exclusively made up of
directions about domestic concerns, and narrative of
her journeyings—remarks about the country, people
and things she saw, intended for the entertainment of
her family ; and however interesting and instructive
they might have been to them, it is not believed they
would be so to the general reader. - .

Thus mach it seemed propex to say + 14 acoms: fot
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" to diction and accm‘a which might have been given

ADVBRTIQEMENT

' ﬁe numerous brief extracts Whlch will be found inter-

thxopgh the volure,’

\ %ny of "thelettets th - Het brother were written
diming the excitemgp hnd controversy which existed
in thev.m of Friends, previous to the separation
in that body. In these, frequent allusion was made to
the'then existing state of things, which would not now
be either interesting or instructive. 1t was therefore
thought best, not unnecessarily to contribute to the re-
vival of the excited feelings which grew out of that
unhappy contest, by giving those allusions a permanent
form. There were, nevertheless, some statements and
observations relatizg to that controversy, which it was
deemed expedient to retain, in order that the reader
might be made more fully acquainted with her charac-
ter and peculiar position at that period. There is,
also, a considerable quantity of remark and observa-
tion upon other topics, not in themselves of any im-
portance to the public, but being intimately connected
with sentiments and precepts of general utility and
application, from which they could not be separated
without injury to the sense, they have therefore been
inserted.

It may not be improper also here to remark, that as
those letters were written in the confidence of friend-
ship,“ &' ‘the affections. of propinquity, without the

;- lhghtest vie®o theihever being made public,they have

not been compos?d"ﬁemlly, with that strict regard

..~ them;and. 4 e slight alterations and cor-
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ADVERTISEMENT. v

rections-have been made in their style and language,
not affecting the sense, it was thought best to let them
appear as nearly in their original state as would be
proper. Yet, notwithstanding those defects, there will
be found amongst them specimens of simple, yet
beautiful and forcible eloquence, which manifest no
ordinary talent for composition.

It has been our aim to embody in this work,
through the medium of her own sentiments and actions
as many of the traits and features of her general cha-
racter as lay within our reach, without trespassing
upon the private and domestic relations of life; be-
lieving that all which has emanated from her with
reference to the general interest and benefit of society,
will be found useful, practical, and worthy the deepest
attention.

‘We have thus honestly, and to the best of our ability,
acquitted ourselves of the charge committed to us ; and
should it be found that the selection has not been made
as judiciously as it might have been; that any thing
has been included which ought not to have met the
public eye ; inexperience in such matters, and a strong
personal attachment for the writer, must plead our
excuse. '

Solebury, 9th mo. 2, 1843_,;
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nial element. She imbib¢d, during her youthful
age, a tase for reading and literature, and a quick
relish for poetry, particularly that of a moral and
sentimental eharacter ; and Young, Cowper, and
Milton, were her favorite authors. As she ad-
vanced further in life, however, those early ap-
petites and habits subsided, and her mind seemed
busy with other objects. She was then, most
likely, receiving and fostering the germs of
those deep and sublime views and sentiments of
the purity and perfection of the Christian cha-
racter, which in due time were proclaimed in the
exercise of her public ministry.

She appeared in public testimony in the meet-
ings of I*Priendn about the year 1819 and received
encouragement to proceed in that line, when duty
required ; but her mind expanding beyond the
boundaries set by those who were appointed
judges in that matter, she was not acknowled
a minister until the separation of the Society ;
soon after which, she was recommended, and re-
mained an approved minister until her death, a
period of about thirteen years; during which
time, she travelled much in the middle and west-
ern States, for the promotion of truth and right-
eousness on the earth, which she was frequently
enabled to advocate in a lucid end unsophisti-
cated manner, to the edification of many minds ;
being free from an affected solemnity of tone or
manner. Most especially was the example of
practical righteousness, which shone forth in her

Sum
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Krivate character, worthy of commemoration. In
er family and neighborhood, she was a faithful
and self-sacrificing friend, ‘a pattern of industry
and economy—not in order to lay up treasures
on earth, but that she might thereby be enabled
to devote more time to the exercise of her mind,
the improvement of which she always considered
vastly paramount in importance to any thing per-
taining to this world’s treasures, from the love of
which she appeared to be very much redeemed ;
regarding them altogether as a means, and not as
an end.

Testimonies to the usefulness of her public
labors might be multiplied to a great extent, were
_ it thought expedient to swell this volume with

the opinions of others; but it is believed that the
straightforward truthfulness of her letters will be
a sufficient guarantee for her honesty and integ-
rity of purpose, where she was imperfectly
known ; and where she was well known, such
evidence would seem superfluous. We cannot,
however, avoid the conviction that it would be
best to introduce here an extract or two from a
letter received since her death, from a friend in
Adams county, in this State, dated York Springs,
Third month 26, 1843.

« After she had been in our place, on her way
home from Indiana and Ohio, I felt it was her
due to bear testimony to her excellent service in
our parts. I was at several meetings with her.
‘When I heard she was no more among us in
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body, regret stole across my soul that I had net
given her this ‘.cup of cold water,’” in testimony
of that power ‘which sent her forth the herald of
peace to a fallen world. Her testimony reached
the witness in many minds, arousing the indo-
lent, and pointing the way of return to the
father’s house to those who were spending their
time in riotous living. But like the Saviour of
men, her testimony was most severe to those who
cloaked their unrighteousness with the profession
of religion; and many therein saw the evidence
of her being guided by that power which alone
can support us in wrestling with ¢ principalities
and powers, with spiritual wickedness in high
places,” as well as low; and though like the -
apostle, she many times found that no one stood
with her, she evidently felt that His grace was
sufficient for her; and I doubt not but children
yet unborn will arise and call her blessed.

“In the Yearly-meeting of Philadelphia, a
few years since, I heard her say, she regarded
the progress of truth in the world, or the esta-
blishment of the church of Christ, to be repre-
sented by the building of a temple. Not only
were different materials needed, but there were
different labors to perform ;—some must fell the
timber, some must score it, and some use the
smoothing plane. It seemed to be her lot to use
the scoring axe; and though the labor was hard,
and some saw not the need of its use, she be-
lieved, as all looked unto God for help, His glory
would be more manifest in the establishment of
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His kingdom in the earth, I comprehended the
idea, for I had before seen that the adventurous,
firm spirit/of 'a Luther, was’as necessary for the
advancement of the work of reformation, as the
mild eloquence of a Melancthon; and the un-
yielding temper and keen rebuke of a Fox, as
the deep persuasive tone of a Pennington or a
Penn.

I have waited in constant expectation to see
your Monthly meeting prepare a testimony re-
specting her ; for though thé truth she advocated
can never die, and her devoted perseverance and
unconquered faith still shine, yet to give them a
tongue were wise in man.”

Towards the close of her life she was very
much enlarged in the ministry, in the exercise of
which, the development of her mind was such as
frequently to astonish her familiar friends. She
was a zealous coadjutor with the laborers in the
various moral enterprises for the improvement
of the human family, viz: Temperance, Anti-
Slavery, &c.; frequently advocating the same as
occasion seemed to demand, in the meetings of
Friends ; believing, as she frequently expressed,
that man’s love to his Creator is best tested by
love to the creatures of his power.

She was remarkably free from the shackles of
sectarianism, having come into that glorious k-
berty, wherein she was enabled to see good
wherever the Divinehand could be traced, having
learned that that which God has cleansed should
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not by his children be considered common or un-
clean, or too unholy for them to mingle with, for
the promotion - of ‘any'geod' 'cause whereby she
believed the human family might be benefitted.
Her faith rested not on works, but her works on
faith. '

On her return from a visit to Indiana Yearly
meeting, in the winter of 1840, she appeared to
be laboring under a pulmonary affection ; but the
ardor of her zeal being in no wise abated, she
continued activé until the following autumn,
when the disease had made such ravages on her
system that she was mostly confined at home,
yet still evincing a lively interest in those subjects
that had previously occupied her mind.

About this time she had to pass through an
afflictive dispensation, in the loss of her youngest
child, a promising daughter of thirteen. Her
feelings on this occasion are expressed in a few
lines of poetry, written by herself at that time :

Third-day morning, 11th mo. 4, 1840.
Another morning dawns in beauty bright,
While yet she lingers in this world of care;
A lovely daughter, for whose early blight,
Sadly, and oft, will fall the dimming tear.

Her playful innocence, her child-like glee,
Her genius too, not of inferior mould,

Have left their traces on each memory,
That, day by day, ils treasures will unfold.

Second-day, 23d.

The bourne is past, her sufferings at an end,
Her limbs are shrouded in the peaceful clay;
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Her ashes with a sister's ashes blend,
As side by, side their precious relics lay.

* L [ . * *

Is it a blight? a scion taken hence,
Engrafted by the potent hand of love
Into the vine that grows in Paradise,
And weaves its branches round the courts above. -

Nay, nay, my soul, rather rejoice to know,
his bud shall flourish there, and there shall bloom
Unnipp’d by frosts that wither here below,
Or blighted by the dampness of the tomb.

After this event, her strength continued gradu-
ally to decline, though her mind was preserved
calm and cheerful, becoming one who has a well
grounded hope of a bhssful immortality.

A short time previous to her death, a female
friend who had travelled with her on several .
religious visits to distant places, visited her.
During the time she was with her, Martha said
to her, “I feel it right to impress on thy mind
the very great importance of attending to eve
duty that is clearly manifested to thee, though 1t
may be greatly in the cross to thy natural will,
and there may seem to be mountains of difficulty
in the way, yet if we attend simply to the dictates
of truth, these duties will become pleasant to us.
I think thou hast known something of this in
thy own experience; it is the true principle of
Friends ; but there is so much looking to our
friends, and fearing this or the other will not be
in accordance with the Discipline, or with the
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views of our friends, that I think there are but
few who fully practice|simple obedience to the
manifested will of our Heavenly Father, which is
of more importance to us than every other con-
sideration. :

I now think it right to mention to thee some
of my past experience. 'When my dear mother
lay very helgless, and I had been nursing her
some time, I believed it was my duty to leave
her, and attend to other duties, which were very
clearly pointed out to me; but my best friends
could not see and feel with me ; they thought it
improper, and I believe, irrational, for me to
leave my helpless mother and my family at that
time. It wasvery trying to my natural will, but
I believed my peace of mind depended thereon,
and in that belief, I was strengthened to leave all
and go. I believe it was more in the cross than
I ever left bome before. I met with many out-
ward trials, and my stay from home was pro-
longed, because I could not appoint any meet-
ings; therefore I was obliges to wait until
meeting-day, to attend the meetings I thought it
right to visit. I think the performance of that
journey, and the devotedness to what I believed
was right, added more to my spiritual life than
any one visit I ever performed; and I can now
recur to it with peace of mind.”

The day before her death, it was the privilege
of the writer of this to be with her, who can
testify, that in her case the words of the poet
were fully realized, when he says:
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%The chamber where the good man meets his fate,
Is privileged, beyond the common walks
Of virtuous life, quite in'the verge of Heaven.”

To be with her was like being in the borders of
the spirit-land, and holding sweet converse with
its celestial inhabitants; while the world, with all
its allurements, receded like the phantom of a
dream. She did not appear to have any sense
of her approaching dissolution, although her
weakness was extreme, and every symptom in-
dicated that it was at hand. Indeed, so strong
was the spirit of life in her, that death, in every
gense of the word, might be said to be swallowed
up therein. The breathing of her soul was one
continuous strain of love, thanksgiving and praise,
though in broken accents. Light, too, beamed
on her understanding, at that solemn crisis, on
the most interesting of all subjects, as will ap-
pear from her own expressions, which were com-
mitted to writing at the time.

She said to one of her particular friends, in
reference to the subjects which had divided the
Society of Friends: ¢ We have quarreled about
the blood, we have quarreled about the man,
we have quarreled about the miraculous conocep-
tion of Jesus Christ, but what have we to do
with these things? Let us counsider the man
as the mere garment clothing the Divinity, that
fulness of the Godhead that dwelt in him. It
was the Father’s purpose, his eternal purpose, to
send him to the world of mankind, clothed with
all the feelings of a man, that overcoming thewe,
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he might be a perfect example to mankind; that,
by following him, by the aid of his spirit, they
might'also’ overcome-even'the world, with all its
temptations, its riches, its glories, and its gran-
deur ; the flesh, with all its inordinate propensi-
ties; the devil, or deceiver of man’s peace and
happiness, ‘which I conceive to be the carnal
mind, with all its twistings and entwinings, its
insinuations and false pretensions of things, de-
lusive reasonings, doubting and questionings why
these things should be so.”

After a short pause, in which the breathing of
her spirit, which was partly audible, though in
very low and faltering accents, was thanksgiving
and praise, she added, * How I would like my
friends at Buckingham to know this, this day, (it
being meeting day;) but I must wait in patience;
he that opened it to me, can open it to them.”

A friend called to see her, on his way to meet-
ing, and when about to take leave of her, on
being told where he was going, she said, “ Go,
and be faithful, and don’t fear the face of man.”
She then desired reading. when several chapters
of the New Testament were read to her, in
which she evinced a lively interest, making short
remarks, as—*How plain !” “How wonderful "’
She manifested a concern that those in attend-
ance on her should be spared all unnecessary
labor, and observed that she made a great deal
of work. On being told that no one thought so,
she replied, “ We are often under a great mis-
take about this; we bave a testimony to bear
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against oppression, and we have no more right to
oppress ourselves than others:. These bodies are
designed to be temples of ‘the living God, given
to us for a glorious purpose, to work out the sal-
vation of the immortal part.”

Some friends of the other division of our So-
ciety, coming to see her, she manifested much
affection for them, and said she knew no differ-
ence, and never had, between their friends and
ours ; said those she could approach, and who
could sympathise with her, felt equally near to
her. . One of the friends observing she believed
Martha had many friends, she replied, “ I do not
think I have a personal enemy on earth.”

The reading was continued, by her request, at
intervals during the day. Towards evening, two
of her brothers came to her bedside. She told
them she was very weak in body, adding, “ but
O, how strong in spirit ! O, what a glorious day
this has been to me! What joy of heart! Won-
derful ! wonderful!”

In the early part of the evening, a friend of
the Orthodox part of the Society called to see
her. She appeared very glad to see him, and
observed to him, “We are all nne in Christ;”
and spoke of the necessity of the reduction of the ,
human will, and of the free-agency of man, in
that he had the power to choose his own course.
She spoke to him of one at whose hands she had
received what some deemed harsh treatment,
saying, * He had been to me as a tender father ;
he tool;.mo by the hand, and led me alony,



18 MEMOIR OF

encouraged me and gave me counsel, until he
thought I had become a spoiled child, and re-
fractory, and what could he do? He could not
see with'me/;A-he had his(work/and I had mine,
and I never blamed him,

To one of her friends who had spent the day
with her, she said,  Thou must feel the right
time to come again, and not wait to be sent for.
If we were attentive, we should know the right
time so pay a common visit. 'To a friend who
was about to take leave of her, in the evening,
and who was going to Philadelphia next morn-
ing, she said, “ Tell my friends there, that I am
very weak in body, but strong in the Lord.”

In the night she awoke, and said she had had
a sweet and refreshing sleep. She then asked
8 friend who was sitting by her, if she had been
to see a young woman, whom she called by
name, and who had been testified against by the
Monthly-meeting. The friend replied, she had
not visited her, neither had she seen her since
‘she was disunited from Friends. She said, “ I
have visited her, and felt great satisfaction in a
little sitting I had with her and the family. But
how remiss we of the Society of Friends are, in
this respect. Those who have transgressed, are
equally the subjects of God’s care, and ought to
be the objects of our care. I have often thought
how hard it was for those who had strayed from
the right path, though they may have become
sensible of their error, and humbly acknowledged
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it, yet, unless the hand of encouragement was
held out to them, it is very hard for them to rise
-again.” \/She/said)she) felt fio_distinction in the
human family ; and it was evident she made no
distinction, but encouraged all to endeavor to
attain to what she so fully realized—that peace
of mind which is the reward of obedience.

Early in the morning she wished to have the
window curtains raised, that she might see the
light. She then said, “ The Lord said ¢ Let
there be light, and there was light, and how
beautiful it is.” She requested a friend who was
sitting by her to read in the New Testament.
She was asked if she had any choice in what part
of the book was read. She said, ** No, not any;
it is all instructive to me.”- During the mornin
she sent for two of their workmen, converse
with them in a friendly and familiar manner, and
advised them to attend meeting, and relinquish
their present habits of drinking. One of them
states that he was much affected with what she
said, and thinks it likely he should still have con-
tinued in the habit of drinking, had she not thus
admonished him.

About two o’clock, nature had a hard struggle
with the disease, the latter gaining the victory.
She continued to sink gradually until about mid-
night, when she passed quietly away, like one
falling into a sweet sleep, on the 22d of Second
month, 1841. :
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trafficker in thousands, unless the eye be. kep
single.”

Eh! how often have I almost trembled, for fea o
a husband, or children should prove the right e
or the right hand, that should be required to
parted with. Could I experience this naturally
strong will to be totally slain on the cross, oh!
how many mountains of difficulty would be re-
moved ; but may I never let go the faith I humbly
own I have long hed, and still have, in the good
providence of an all-seeing God. * .M, S. |

LETTER II
Solebury, 11th mo. 2, 1817.
DEAR AUNT:

# =« =« * % Thee asks me if
ever I think of cousin J. W., which I often do,
and had done before. But what can Isay? The
account thee gives me is short, but agreeable; I
had heard something of the change before; I
had even had a very favorable account of him from
aunt E, Ellicott. Dear youth! methinks all that
is living within me craves his preservation. Is
not this somewhat fulfilling the Scriptures, in
“ those being called in from the highways,”
seeing how many that have had the advantages
of eduggition and society, are floating, as it were,
on the,ocean of life, tossed by every wind, with-
out the least ballast, or principle of gravity, to
steady:their barks ! : .
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But this, with many others of the like, and
even more striking /instances of the influence of
divine grace, afford the animated hope that the
blessed testimony of Truth will never be per-
mitted to fall, however it may be slighted or
trampled upon by professors and the children of

fessors. Dear aunt, we yesterday attended
the funeral of that venerable father in the church,
Oliver Paxson, perhaps as true a model of primi-
tive purity as hath belonged to the Society since
the cfays of its founder. He had been laboring
under severe indisposition for many months, but
unexpectedly revived some weeks since, 8o as to
getout to meeting. The concourse that attended
him to the grave was large, though the day was
very unfavorable, He was interred at Solebury,
where a solid meeting was held, and a lively tes-
timony borne by Edward Hicks ; also short ones

‘William Taylor and Mercy Phillips.

Dr. John Watson is also deceased. He was
buried at Buckingham the 25th of 10th month.
Thus in one week have two eminent members of
our Society been called away—a loud summons
to careless survivors to double their diligence.
Give my love to all my dear relatives, joined by
Charles Smith ; and to uncle T,-W. in particular

—has he forgotten met * .,
With unaltered afigcélon, I ndw bi%eﬂ.
L M S,
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LETTER III.

Solebury, 8th mo. 29, 1818,
Dear Uncre: :
Once more I am going to address thee, though
Ifeel it will require extraordinary exertions to
accomplish it. Thy kind letter of 6th month
last demands that exertion; but I can say nothing
to its contents—nothing to the subject hinted at
in a former one of mine, (only to desire that it
may rest a profound secret with yourselves.) M{

situation of mind, since the various provings
have undergone, and have yet to undergo, I have
no ability nor inclination to describe. I can only
faintly implore that I may never shrink from the

chastening rod, or my faith fail in any degree.
How have I admired the wonderful goodness
of the Most High, that is so beautifully described
by the prophet, in speaking of the love of Christ
to his church—*1I will allure her, and draw her
into the wilderness, and there I will speak com-
fortably unto her.” Oh! what comprehensive
mercy, to allure poor erring mortals with the sun-
shine pf his countenance, till they are almost im-
perceptibly drawn into a situation, the gloom and
dreariness of which, his vouice only can dispel.
Nor is that goodness less conspicuous in his
manner of opening the seals, as described by
John the Divine, which I take to be an exact
type of the progressive state the mind is to pass
ugh, till it arrives to a thorough knowledge
of the mysteries of the kingdom. How could
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mortal endure a situation comparable to that re-
vealed in, the, opeuning| of the sixth seal, if our

was not previously taken from the earth,
if any thing of an earthly nature could possibly
yield consolation to the tried, bewildered soul.
But blessed is the name. of Israel’'s God, he has
wisely planned it otherwise. Dear friends, do
ye not tremble for me. I trust I have often felt,
and now feel, the glorious, inestimable privilege
of being taught in the school of Christ; of being
permitted to behold the mysteries of His king-
dom ; and on Him alone, from whom I derive all
my strength, all my true comfort, I rely for pre-
servation,

There is a state of poverty to be endured,
which to the inexperienced traveller is very
trying; but there is a state which I often realise,
that I have no words to describe, but, as I have
sometimes mentally termed it, of not feeling at
all; a situation in which I have believed the
groatest watchfulness necessary. Perhaps it was
something similar to this our Lord alluded to,
when he declared the miserable situation of the
unwatchful servant—Matthew, chap. xxiv., verse
48 to the end. Butin whatis it not essentially
necessary to follow the directions of the master
to his immediate disciples, and consequently to
every professing Christian, to ““ watch and pray
continually ;”” his command to them also being—
“Pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, nor
on the Sabbath day ;” which two seasons to me
represent the different states of the tnost colNing,

3
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of all poverty, and that of a degree of rest in
the sunshine of an approving conscience—the
last of which, I'believe, of all others I most fear
to trust myself in. i

I have very unexpectedly run this letter so far,
but I believe I may yet add a little of the almost
daily travail of my spirit, on account of the many
wrong things among us as a society; which I
think I see is owing to a disregard of small
things, more than to any very flagrant deviations,
till they have become so numerous and so great
that I have been ready to conclude there must
be almost as great a reformation before we be-
come what we profess to be, as there was in
George Fox’s day.

My very soul has been grieved in beholding,
even among the foremost ranks in Society, the
apparent indulgences of a carnal appetite. The
lightness and gaiety of youth I consider less
blameable than the luxuryand excess (for nothing
less it appears to me) of the older part of Society.

‘What claim can we have to the reward of self-
denial, while we live according to the “lusts of
the flesh,’—the lust of the eye, or the pride of
life ¥ 'What consistency is there in a plain gar-
ment made of the finest materials, the furniture
of our houses exactly to suit the taste ; but more
than these, the great extreme in the provision of
the table, not to mention the expense, the great
waste of time in preparing it—time that might
be employed to a much more profitable purpose,

These may be called small things, but I con-
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sider them great things when they become, as it
were, an object of purruit to the mind. Again,
they are great things when we look to the influ-
ence of example jon mankind, and especially on
the middle and lower classes, who, aspiring to
an equality in appearance with others, are far
from living within the bounds of their circum-
stances; hence the breach of a very essential
part of our discipline. Again, they are great
things as they relate to our dear children, whose
tender minds I conceive to be in danger of be-
coming intoxicated with the love of them, even
in infancy; and from seeds thus sown, what fruit
can we expect but lightness and vanity, unless
an Omnipotent arm is made bare for a deliver-
ance.

I know not why I have written thus to you, but
I simply leave it. If you ave tried in any of the
before-mentioned points, oh ! that the hands of
your arms may be made strong in resisting the
temptation of the enemy.

It being near meeting time on First-day morn-
ing, I conclude with just saying I have no cause
to complain of the health of my family, and in
love bid you farewell. M. 8.

LETTER IV.

Solebury, 1st mo. 25, 1819.
Dear BrorreR: e
I trust it is unnecessary for me to say it gives
me pleasure to know that I am afflectionarely te-
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membered by thee, as expressed in thy letter of
10th month last ;. the long protracted answering
of whiely, T give no-apology for, but the inability
I mostly feel to draw my mind from the neces-
sary cares that surround me, sufficiently to indite
any thing worth sending abroad. I read thy re-
trospect of the days of our youth with less admi:
ration than I should have done at some preceding
periods of my life; and though I approve thy
moral reflections on the shortness and uncertainty
of time, I feel no disposition to wish the return
of a single hour that is past, unless I were as-
sured I could spend it to a better purpese. I
humbly hope, through the mercy of Providence,
that those days were not blotted by any material
guilt; but I feel a secret regret that they were so
much devoted to vanity and sensual gratification.
Reviewing them in this light, thou need not won-
der that I have little estimation for the retrospect
of my youth; but having, through divine mercy,
beheld the vanity of the world and all its pur-
suits, as connected with itself alone, my chiefest
pleasure now lies in endeavoring to live up to
the end for which I was created. I do not know
how thou wilt relish such a serious subject as this;
but if thou art a stranger to the path of self
denial, believe me, thou art a stranger to the
path of peace. Thou hast lived long enough in
the scenes of active life, to know that crosses and
disappointments are the invariable attendants on
them. Hast thou been careful to mark the uner-
ring hand of Providence therein? Hast thou
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not often seen that prosperity and success in
worldly concerns, have given wings, as it were,
to the possessors ortheir children, wherewith
they have soared above the pure and humble
inciple of the Christian? In other instances,
ho]g them clogged as with thick clay, and gro-
velling in the earth, saying, in the express lan-
guage of conduct, “ To gold, thou &Y}t my hope,
and to fine gold, thou art my confidence.” I have
often felt a great solicitude’ for thee in these re-
spects ; and encircled as thou art with the temp-
tations to which a city life is peculiarly exposed,
I have desired that thou may be preserved, so as
neither to become a blemish to the Society of
which thou art a member, a cause of grief to thy
friends, nor prepare for thyself scenes of anguish
through a wounded conscience. M. S.

LETTER V.

Solebury, 9th mo. 7, 1819.
Dear BroTsER:

After a month’s confinement, I feel my strength
sufficiently renewed to answer thine of 8th mo.
13, which I received last week. We have felt
the chastening hand of an all-wise Providence
in our neighborhood very much, through the
course of this summer, in excessive drought, but
refreshing showers have of late been vouchsafed
to us, whereby vegetation is somewhat revived,
and the animated ploughman enabled to turn up
the moi;t;aned soil. ButI think it worth noting,
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The following lines were found among Ther
pa ers in her own hand-writing, and are believed
ave been composed by her a few weeks pre
v:ous to her death. They afford an additiona
evidence of her well-grounded hope of a blissfu
immortality.

THE CHRISTIAN'S HOPE.

¥ go to where the rose’s bloom perfumes the ambient air,

To where the lily’s swget perfame is scented every where ;

I go to where the native choir of woodland songsters raise,

In concert with celestial lyre, eternal songs of praise.

1 go to where the flowers of spring, and fruits of summer bloom,

And mellow autuma's richest tinge, ne’er fades in winter's gloom ;

To where the streams of Paradise, in chrystal ctrrents flow

Through spicy groves, and verdant meads, where rests the hea~
venly dew.

I go to where our blessed Lord is gone, and will provide

A place for'those who hear his word, and in his faith abide.

1.go to where the saints have gone, who walked in holy light,

And through the mercies of our God, received their robes of white.

Then come, thou messenger of peace, and set the prisoner free ;

From mortal buonds the soul release, to dwell on high with thee.
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icitede thou must no doubt feel on brother
Moses’ account. His cough is hard, though he
complains of no puin except in his head ; he has .
received some medicine from-a German doctor,
who thinke he can cure him, or at least says he
can ; but my hope is only in the great Physician
who is able to heal all maladies; and should it
pleace Him to restore that health He hath. taken
away, my desire is that our brother may become
an instrument of honor to His great name; other-
wise it-would be better, far better, that he should
be taken in youth from a world of vanity and
corruption. I am obliged to thee for thy infor-
mation about Hannah Stokes, and am sorry to
reply to thy enquiries after B. White, that his

situation is unspeakably distressing, not only to

his connexions, but to every true member of the
militant church that is acquainted with it. He
is now in the Asylum near Frankford, and by
what I can learn, suffering the deepest mental
misery ; & state perhaps of utter despair of ever
being again admitted into his Master’s fa;{or.s

LETTER VII.

Solebury, 12th mo. 12, 1819.
DEear BroraER: :

Thine of the 6th instant came to hand this
day, and I may express my thanks therefor, both
as relates to thyself, and also for thy information
concerning H. S.; and in return I may inform
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thee, by our last accounts B. White is something
better. He attended our last Quarterly meeting,
and gave in minutes from the London and Dublin
Yearly-meetings, expressive ‘'of ' his acceptable-
services on those islands. We all continue to
enjoy reasonable health, with slight intermissions
of cold, except brother Moses, who continues to
linger along with his cough and other infirmities.
though not much pain. He is entirely confined
to the house, though not to the room ; and from
a hoarseness attendant on the nature of his dis-
ease, he is frequently unable to speak louder
than a whisper. * * * I think his
declining strength renders it apparently incum-
bent on us all most earnestly to desire, and as
much as we are capable of, endeavoring to pro-
mote, that his affections should become weaned
and refined from all these changeable scenes,
and he witness a full resignation to the sovereign
will, M. 8.

LETTER VIII.

Plumstcad, 1st mo. 7, 1820.
Dear BROTHER :

Having expected thy arrival by each returning
stage for many days, we have not written to
thee ; but considering brother Moses’ situation,
and the desire he has expressed of seeing thee
once more, we thought it most advisable to in-
form thee thereof. I am now at his bedside,
where I have been watching since twelve o’clock
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last night. He has rested tolerably well since
about two o’clock this morning ; his cough has
somewhat abated, but T think when it seizes him
now, it is more unyielding than at some former
periods. He sits up but little, and that in the
after part of the day. He has of late expressed
a belief that he is fast declining, and has suffered
much from an apprehension of not being fully
Erepared for a change ; during which conflict, it
as been an humbling season with us; yet ac-
cording to my small measure, I have felt a com-
fortable belief, that although the great dispenser
of events may see meet, for wise and unknown
purposes, to try us as well as him with a great
degree of uncertainty for a considerable time,
yet that He will in the proper season unveil his
face for his consolation and assurance; as I
humbly trust He will condescend to complete
the great work of repentance and regeneration
of heart, that He hath mercifully begun. But
oh! what a lesson of instruction hath it been!
How desirable that we should all profit thereby.
To see a beloved brother lying in deep anxiety
for his eternal welfare, with a full sense of the
impossibility of relieving him in any degree.
Oh! said I in my heart, what years of labor
would it be worth enduring, to arrive at that
state where it is said—* The fervent, effectual
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”
With affectionate regard, I remain thy sister,
M. S.
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for his mother especially. I have watched with
him a part of several nights, keeping my babe in
the cradle by me, and feel a peculiar satisfaction
in waiting on him, T

2D Mo, 3.—All is now over with dear Moses, as
to this world. About a quarter after one, this
day, he breathed his last; and I believe we have
more cause to rejuice than mourn thereat; but
it seemed as though our hearts must almost have
burst with the impulse of the moment for brother
George, who arrived but a few minutes too late
to see his close, and was nearly overcome with
the shock.” He had been here before, but from
the difficulty of leaving his business, returned to
New-York in order to atrange it so as to be able
to devote some time satisfactorily with Moses.
But I trust the dear sufferer has joined the host
of spirits, infinitely superior to any earthly so-
ciety. I feel no ability to enter into any par-
ticulars that give cause for this hope, as it has
been and continues to be, a time of humblin
with me. I can only say, ‘“let not thy hang
spare, nor thine eye' pity, till all within me that
thy controversy is against, be done away. I be-
lieve I must now conclude, with love to you all,
remaining your affectionate niece, .S

LETTER X.
Solebury, 4th mo. 25, 1820.
Dxar BroTHER:
I received thy pathetic address yesterday,and.
although I have no reason to doubt thy Non
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for thy relatives in this land, yet it is comfortable
to know, that amid all the fluctuating scenes of
busy life, &'correspondence remains with us not
a little interesting. 'The health of our family is
nearly as when I wrote last. Our little Ann con-
tinues delicate, but I have some hope she will
outgrow her disease in time. When I say I
have hope, I don’t wish to be understood as anx-
ious about her recovery; for should He who
gave her see meet to take her away, I believeit
could not be a grief to know that we had one
child in Heaven ; and should He raise her to
health and maturity, my prayer is, that her life
may become a scene of devotion to Him and his-
cause on earth. I took her with me to Philadel-
g}xia, and attended the several sittings of the

early-meeting, except one. It was large, and
divinely favored with a good degree of harmony,
in which it concluded, with one sitting on Sixth-
day. I was made glad in visiting J. W, to see
the happy alteration in two of her children, and
to hear of that of one more ; but with what aug-
mented joy could my heart congratulate her, to
behold another dear and interesting member of
the family, even the head, return in simplicity to
the Father’s fold. Religion always appears
lovely, but peculiarly so in the youth; and not-
withstanding all the subtle arguments of the
enemy against a plain dress, I believe it not only
an ornament, but a great safeguard to the wearer,
when accompanied with consistency of conduct
and deportment. And seeing it is a time of great
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commation without ; a time that will ¢ shake not
.only the earth, but the heavens also”—not only
the sandy foundation of “men, but also the false
heavens in which many are trusting. How im-
portaat is it that we rally to the invincible stand-
.axd ; that we come down from the false heavens,
the unsubstantial heights of vain speculations in
religion, and centre inward to the pure principle
of ruth, the one thing needful, whereby we
shall be enabled to find the path of which it is de-
clared, that “ the wayfaring man, though a fool,
cannot err therein.” I spent some time very
pleasantly with our cousins R. S.and D.C,, at
the house of cousin J. B, in whose situation I
have felt deeply interested: greatly coveting
that he may become a willing subject in the day
of the Lord’s power ; for unless he does, I fear
it will be by a heavy stroke in judgment he will
have to bow. Mother informed thee of his late
loss in his wife. I staid in his family most of
the time while in town, and though some ci»-
cumstances rendered it trying, I was favored with
a comfortable belief that I was not out of my
place in being with him at that time. I have

ust had the perusal of aunt M. H.’s letter, but.
it being at a time when my mind was under con-
siderable exercise, and some time ago, that I be-
lieve I cannot at present give thee any particular
account of their situation. I hope thou wilt
continue to cherish those sentiments thou hast
expressed, relative to our dear brotber’s last
hours, :nd that we may unmitedly profit by ta
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awful lesson. I feel a- degree of gratitude mot
to be expressed, in_that. an unshaken belief is

ted me of his happy admission into the rest
of the righteous. * * * I consider
the Muses dangerous dictators, in that they are
apt to awaken fﬁa feelings, and raise or sink the
i«fens too much, in proportion as the subject is
animating or otherwise. It is from a sense of
this dangerdus quality, that I have long since for-
born all intercourse with them ; and also the pe-
rusal of all kinds of pathetic poetry ; yet I wish
not to be understood as condemning it. *  *

' M. 8,

LETTER XL

' Solebury, 6th mo. 29, 1820,
.DeAr BROTHER ¢
It is neither because thy letter of the 1lth
ultimo was not duly received nor well considered,
that I have not answered it sooner ; but I find it
difficult to perform the duties of wife, mother
and sister, at all times. I may now inform thee
our family i8 in usual health; our little Amn is
still living, and much better than for some time
t, but does not thrive. Thou heard, perhaps,
at I took her to Philadelphia in the spring, in
order to attend the Yearly-meeting, and was well
satisfied in so doing ; though, through much hu-
man reasoning, I found it a considerable trial, yet
on my return, I could say I lacked nothing. I
was glad of the intelligence thee gave me con-
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cerning the late Annual mecting of New-York,
and as thou hast opened the subject of the labory-
of the gospel messengers, I may venture to give
my views on it I think we read that those who
¢ staid by the stuff, divided the spoil with those
who pursued the enemy.” We also read, that
he who entered the vineyard at the eleventh
hour, received the same wages as he who bore
the burthen in the heat of the day. Therefore
I believe the reward we shall hereafter receive,
will not be proportioned to the magnitude of the
work we perform, so much as to the faithfulness
with which we perform it ; and that the omission
of known duty, in a single point, be it never se
small, will add as much to our condemnation in
the great day of account, as that of another,
though he neglected or refused a mission to &
great city. We all have duties to perform; some;
are chosen for vessels of peculiar honor in the:
Lord’s house, that is the militant' church, and
there only do I imagine the degrees of honor are
varied, but that the faithful of what class soever
they may be on earth, will all be placed on the
right hand of the good Shepherd, when done
with time. But when favored with a right view-
of things, I see and feel the awful importance of
this faithfulness, aud that we not only willingly
obey when directed, but like the young man im
the Gospel, we earnestly enquire, What lack I-
yet -—and finding it comparable to great posses-
sions, something very near and dear to be parted
with, that we do not turn away sorrowiv), e
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endeavor cheerfully to give it up, believing that

-nothing \will be| required-of \us- that it would be
best for us to have, or that we will not be enabled:
to surrender. * . . * ;

LETTER XII.

- : Solebury, 9th mo. 5, 1820.
Dear UncLE AND AuNT:

The account cousin E. gave me of the situa-
tion of your family, awekened a just degree of
sympathy for you. I am sorry to hear of aunt’s
afffiction of body—also of Hannah’s poor health ;
but such is the nature of the tenure by which we
hold our podsessions here, subject to various de-
grees of trial; and I think I may say, happy for
us when those trials affect the body only, and the
mind is preserved in the proper sphere. I have
often looked toward uncle with something of a
desire to receive a line from him ; but believing
the privation is in best wisdom, I desire to en-
dure that, with all others of the like nature, as
well as many of even a more proving one, with
the patience a Christian ought—hoping the Di-
vine hand may not spare, nor his eye pity, till all
within me that His controversy is against (and
which I know to be much,) be utterly done away ;
that the heat of the furnace may not abate till
not only the dross, but the reprobate silver, be
oonsumed ; and, dear friends, pray for me that I
may endure to the end.
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In looking over this, it seems like eomplaining,
or magnifying little trials into great ones, which
1 believe wou]d not be approved by the good
Master, who, I am pemuaded afflicts not wil-

lingl ,
iast week our Quarte'rly-meelmg was held,
It was large. Eight women friends not belon
ing thereto appeared in testimony. Ehzabeg
Walker was une of the number. * 3
: M. 2

LETTER XIII. :
Solebury, 6th mo. 21, 1821.
Dear BroruER:

After looking several times in vain for thy
arrival, I at ]ength reoewed thy letter as a suby
stitute, * * I am a great
moralizer, or rather spmzuahzer, on those oc»
currences; therefore I ¢annot, without losing ad,!-
wonted guard, say, ¢ What a pity!” “ A dre
ful accident!” or any of those expressions tha¢
seem to denote regret oc alarm, unless in cases
"where the moral or religious dispositions of a

rson appear to be endangered ; but so far from
it, that when I hear of occurrences that the geuer
rality of people look upon as accidents or mise
fortunes, I often find my mind turned to the

eat First Cause, silently to consider whether
has not some wise aud benevolent purpose, in
permitting those casualties that almost daily ap-
pear in nelghbothoods O JINONE WCQUINIANCARY
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the cords of vanity should no longer hold them
in that cruel bondage that)mow enthrals many,
yea, very many of them. What a different as-
pect wotld things wear among mankind, were
this the situation of all. There would be no
pleading excuses for this, that or the other unne-
eessary pursuit or iidulgence, no looking at the
example of others, or fearing the opinion of the
world. Could we but live in the liberty of truth,
we should be raised above all the slavish fears
that we are encompassed with, and could freely
speak and act as becomes rational creatares,
formed with excellent endowment, and for no
less purpose than serving and bringing glory to
the King of Kings. I kgow not hogw:' i%i% tlllzt I
have thus enlarged onthe subject, but as it is, I
leave it; and with briefly stating we are all well
as usual, I bid thee farewefl:* . M.8...

DEar : Cee
Thine of 8th month 24, came duly to hiud,
and I was glad to hear of thy health and welfare.
I should, perhaps, have answered it sooner, but
receiving it on the eve of leaving home—not on
an excursion of pleaswre, as some do—for five
days, but for that length of time devoted to a bet-
ter cause. Iattended the different Monthly-meet-
ings below our own, and Newtown meeting on
First-day following ; since which tune \ haze
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been variously employed between my réligiousy
my social and, domestic-duties;; I may inform
thee, myself and family enjoy very good health ;
and if thy health stood in need of the sea breeze,

rhaps it was well to attend to it ; but I suppose
it must have been a considerable expense of time
and money to take , in thy way to it. I
know but little of the real character of the com-
pany thou went to accommodate, but I love to see
men, as they are verging beyond the meridian of
youth, evince to the world a consciousness of
their true dignity, by abstaining from a voluntary
mixing with the light and thoughtless classes of
younger years. As I could not well pass by that
paxt of thy letter without notice, I have just given
thee my candid opinion of it, and leave it to thy .
more serious hours to digest. M. S.

LETTER XV.
Solebury, 12th mo. 16, 1821.

DEeAr UNCLE AND AUNT :

* * * * * I am a‘lway'
glad when I feel the liberty and find a way to
visit my friends in a social way, but I believe it
necessary to be very cautious how we mix visits
of this sort with those of duty, especially to pro-
longing the time that duty ‘requires. Under
these kind of reflections I have suffered consi-
derably, through and since my late visit, inso-
much that my heart has seemed to recoil at the
remembrance thereof ; but through divine merey,



MARTHA SMITH. 45

T have not felt one doubt respecting the rectitude
of going to attend the Yearly-meeting. I have
also been favored, at length, to settle in the quiet,
and believe I was endeavoring to accommodate
myself in the way that would best suit my hus-
band’s convenience, and that perhaps there was
too much of the creaturely will alive, wishing
for greater things than wae meet for me at that
e. :
I have often thought of the conversation that
passed the evening before I left you ; and some
expressions of uncle Thomas remain with me,
‘though I then felt no disposition nor ability to
notice them. The great depravity, if I may so
eall it, that seems to pervade the minds of
Friends, and the unedifying conversation that
nerally occupies the time if one goes to visit a
iend or neighbor, is what I often lament in
secret ; but as we seem to have been created
social beings, and capable of deriving great ad-
vantage from society, I have not yet thought it
right to withdraw therefrom, at suitable seasons.
And though we may have to suffer in secret, it
may sometimes be a benefit to us to do so; and
there may be some advantage, again, in being
as it were, driven to the watchtower on such oc-
oasions.

1st Mo. 13, 1822.—Having written the pre-
ceding some weeks since, and finding no convey-
ance therefor, it bas lain dormant, as it were ;
and I may own that a kind of aversion to appli-
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cation of this kind, hes in. great measure pwe-
vented me from adding thereto. I have, with
the exception of one week devoted to the at-
tendance, of  all-our, Monthly.-meetings, also the
Quarterly-meeting, been very industriously en-
gaged, mostly in my family, since I came home;
rising early and lying down late, and being fa-
vored with unusual ability to perform the requi-
gite duties pertaining thereto. I have mostly.
moved with alacrity of heart; nevertheless m
desire has been, that no earthly tie, either sm
or great, may withhold me from yielding to.
known duty, or fasten my mind improperly to
things below. » * - .

I now desire to be kindly remembered to
dear E. Pugh; the little time I spent with her on
my way to West Grove seémed to instil a kind
of new life into my then tried mind. My love,
united to that of my husband, is to each of you
and to your family. M. S.

'LETTER XVI.
Solebury, 2d mo. 25, 1822,
DEar BroTHER:

Thy letter of 12th month last, though yet un.
answered, was duly received and valued ; and as
I had nothing particular to inform thee of, I have
deferred writing till now. Thy conceptions of
the difficulties it is possible to surmount, when
actuated by a sense of duty, are very just; and
my desire is, that thou mayest come to know
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them verified in thy own experience ; for what-
ever are the straitsjand difficulties to pass through
—the narrow prejudices of a world (which com-
fr’ehendeth not the way) that are to be braved—

will yet prefer the narrow path of truth to all
that can be enjoyed in the broad way, though
multiplied to a hundred fold. o

The deep sense of weekness that I felt previ-
ous to setting out for New-York, together with
various circumstances attending, was such as to
require something of an experimental feeling of
the saying of our blessed Eord, when strongly
tempted : “It is written, man shall not live b,
bread alone, but by every word that proceedc
out of the mouth of God.” The sympathy and
fallow-feeling that I met with there, in some that
were personal strangers to me, I have numbered
among mnone of the least of the blessings that
have attended my short life; and I returned
home with the satisfaction of having done what
I believed my duty. I had the same feeling on
returning from Baltimore, and though I consider
it a favor that in both these journeys my lot was
cast where I had one relative, whose countenance
was somewhat like a shield among strangers, yet
that, in neither case, had any weight in t%]e scale
of my duty in going. M.S.
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LETTER XVII.
Solebwry, 5th mo. 5, 1822,

Dear BroTHER :
Thine of 3d month 12, though duly received,
and affording me a degree of satisfaction, the
nature of my engagements, both of hands and
heart, hath hitherto prevented me from answet-
ing.. In truth, writing has become almost in-
practicable with me, having no life left in relating
the common occurrences of things in general,
and being greatly shut up from the privilege of
writing or speaking of those things wherein my
soul only delighteth ; that I sometimes look on
myself as having a dispensation of silence com-
mitted to me, wherein I often find it necessary
to sigh for preservation in the faith, and in the
patience. I attended our late Yearly-meeting to
satisfaction, which I believe was a favored one to
many, though I was not permitted to partake
much thereof; but in some degree to feel the
earnest of repeated petitions for preservation, as
under the hollow OF the Holy hand; sitting &
silent spectator of the transactions of the meet-
ing, wherein I think I never saw more of an ex- .
ercise prevalent for the restoration of the Society,
vocally expressed. We had the company .of
Ann Almy, Jemimah Kees, and several other
women Friends from a distance, mostly from the
Eastward. We had also the company of George
. Withy in our department on Sixth-day morning,
who, in an awakening manner, revived the pro-
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phet’s expostulation with. the daughters of his
Pe?le’ for their; pride| in_adorning themselves.
_ Thy hint respecting affairs in the religious de-
partment is lamentable indeed, insomuch that I
said in my heart, *“ Alas for our beloved Society,
‘what will become of it1’ - It is cause of the
deepest sorrow to me, to hear or see any thing
like rents or divisions among those who stand
conspicuous a8 way-marks amongst us. But
there must be a cause ;—truth and error, light
and darkness, do not and cannot dwell together.
I fear that E. H. has had a severe trial or trials
to encounter. If thou can give me any favorable
account of things, I hope thou wilt-do it soon;
but I think I would rather not hear the names of
individuals. ~ M. 8.

LETTER XVIII.

Solebury, 12th mo. 15, 1822.
‘DEAR BROTHER:

I received thine of the 4th inst. last evening;
was glad to find thou wast recovering thy health,
and felt a glow of gratitude to the nurses, who-
ever they were, that had paid so much attention
to a stranger in a strange land, comparatively
speaking. The uniform good health thou ap-
pears to have enjoyed, may well be numbered
among the richest b]eeainfgs temporarily bestowed
by the bountiful Giver of all good;but an Ynow
.observes, those dispensations called by the grest

bulk 02 mankind afflictions, axe not, W TV,



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



www.libtool.com.cn



MARTHA SMITH, 53

him at all, while ldst amongst us, I have a belief
that he ig/'sound [inthe fundamental principles, as
professed by this Society in the beginning. It is
said he denies the divinity of Jesus Christ ; but I
have all along believed, that from his manner of
reasoning, those heads that could not contain
quite as much as his, lose some words, which,
ough they do not strike the ear with the same
force as some others, are nevertheless of equal
imgortunce, as they would go to qualify others,
and render the thread of argument, if I may use
the term, complete. It is, however, necessary
to be very cautious how we hear, for I find that
things are greatly exaggerated, and I do hope
it is more through misunderstanding than un-
soundness, that many take the part they do. I
wish to hear how the matter is going on in New-
York. We had the company and excellent la-
bors of Richard Mott at our late Quarterly-
meeting ; but I heard he returned home immedi-
ately afterit. * d o . *
M. S.

LETTER XXI.

New- York, 6th mo. 23, 1823,
Drar Hussanp :

It is greatly in the cross that I send this, in-
stead of coming myself; but we did not arriva
bere till yesterday morning at 8 dclodk. \ ¥
tended both meetings in this city to 1oy wateftecs

tion ; H;O.t Hannah gtokes at Hester-street, °
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went home with her, in company with
Hopkins; -sister to ~Beulah Twinin
knows my prospect of going on to Lo
but not seeing how or in what way I

there, I must dwell in the patience, t
way will be made, or I shall be relea
ther George proposed taking me thet
being well this morning, we shall not

therefore I commit thee and the dear .
the Lord, with the hope you will be pr
Him ; and if I should not get home th:
not be concerned about me; only, wher
the spirit of prayer, ask for my prese
have seen the Liord’s wonders in t
deep since I left home, and I see it !
day, in which every one must stand up
foundation. And I would that all r
and obey the call, ¢ to your tents, O Isi
is our tent, and in him alone we shall

I trust you will do the best you can w
and I shall be glad to get a letter b;
mail after thou gets this. As to the

my returning home, I must leave it,
canst give me any instructions, I wil
to attend to them. My kind love to
inquiring friends.

LETTER XXII.

Solebury, Tth mo.

Dear BroTHER ¢
After leaving thee on the wharl
comfortable passage in the steamboat ;
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to whosoe notice thou commended me, paid eve
necessary\ dattentionl OCAftér | dinner, J. invi

me to accompany himself and wife into a cabin
in front of tﬁe boat, to see a man perform what
he called a sleight of hand. I felt a reluctance
to going ; but, impelled by a secret something, I
went; and after tge poor creature had shown his
pitiful tricks, I was constrained to bear my testi-
mony against such a perversion of the faculties
given to man. We landed safe at N. B, and I
was placed in the stage, with my companions,
and proceeded to Trenton, where we did not
arrive till dusk. I met with a kind reception at
my friend I. S’s, * * . .® d
. * Next day had a comfortable time at
father Smith’s, there being a number of children
and others who could not get to meeting. Thus
thou sees how I have been employed since I left
thee. And on looking over the past, the ‘trials
end difficulties I have experienced seem to va-
hnish, leaving no trace behind them, only that
they once existed. My peace and satisfaction
are aleo the same ;—1I only remember I was tried,
tempted, persecuted, and falsely spoken of ; that
I was supported through and over all, by a power
not to be comprehended by man; and now to
know that I stood accountable to my Creator for
the present actions of my life; that the past
availeth me nothing; without looking to the fu-
ture, I only desire to live as I ought the present
moment. I am anxious to hear %rom thee, how

thy health is in particular. Do not daguse o
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truth in that respect. I also wish to hear how
affairs go/on i the ¢ity;—I think it one of the
most interesting eras that has ever been in our
Society—a day wherein we are called upon to
come out of the forms and rules of mere profes
sion, into the life and substance of true religiom

LETTER XXIII.

Solebury, 8th mo. 1, 1823,
Dear BroTuER :

I received thine of 7th month 3, in due course,
and would have answered it sooner, but having
mailed one previously thereto, I have been wait
ing with no small solicitude for an answer to that.
I was glad to hear of the amendment of thy
health, and hope thou wilt be careful of it; I
also request thou wilt be candid in letting us
know if it should decline ; and by all means to
inform us immediately if thou gets sick, as 1
think, unless something material was the matter,
1 could easily attend thee. Such is the abstracted
situation of my mind, that I feel as much at home
in any place where I am drawn, as I do at what
is called my home, and indeed much more so
than when I am here and my mind drawn els
where, which has been much my case sinc
returned from New-York. * * »

. * I plainly perceive there are no
whose faith experience, example or p
will do for me to rely ; and 1 also perce
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the day of trial, nor was my faith suffered to fail
uynder deep proving. I can therefore say to
others, from' a’degree-of -experience, * it is good
to trust in the Lord, and in the might of his
power, that though sorrows may continue all the
night, joy cometh in the morning.” M.S. .

LETTER XXIV.

Solebury, 8th mo. 21, 1823.
Dear BroTHER: :

« @« » # ]will now recur to th
letter of last month. To some of the contents
gave a partial answer in my last ; but with regard
to a reform in our Society, I believe it as impos-
sible in the present state of things, for it to come
quietly and peaceably about, as for a new birth
to take place in a corrupt heart without'the sene
sible perception thereof. At present, I seem to
see mnothing about who will resign, or who will
be disowned ; but my belief has become strength-
ened, yea, I think confirmed, that the true church

militant never can be governed by human lawsjy

but that this church never will exst in a body on
earth—I am unwilling to suffer such an ides.
Nay, the eye of my mind rolls on to future ages,
when no partition walls shall stand betwixt man
and man; when the soul shall be the only objecs
of attention; when form, or color of the skin,
shall not stand as barriers in the way of that
freedom man was created with a capacity to hold
and enjoy. And one great step towards this
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would be, for mankind to become convinced that
religion is one of  the simplest things in nature;
that it is nothing more nor less than obedience to
the dictates of the divine spirit ; that it is equally
within the reach of all, and that we all stand on
an equality in sight of our Creator, till we volun-
tarily sink ourselves below the cornmon level by
departing from His law, which is obedience and
love. The enemy, which I believe to e the car-
nal reasoner in man, has long held its captives
under the apprehension that it is presumption to
believe that every solitary individual is designed
for an instrument of good, and to bring glory to
the Almighty Creator. At the same time, this
idea produces effects directly contrary to true hu-
mility. It makes us not those benevolent beings
who are ready to do a good office to a fellow
creature at any time. Nay, it makes us only ob-
sequious to the low, groveling propensities of our
corrupt inclinations and desires. I believe these
abundantly exist among the professors of the law;
for such I esteem formalists in religion, who, for
want of faithfulness in that dispensation, are like
ancient Israel, wandering backward and forward
in the wilderness, instead of coming out as po-
lished instruments, under the glorious dispensa-
tion of the gospel. '

I may now inform thee I expect to make a
considerable excursion, of which I had a view
before I left New-York, shough a partial one. It
is to pay a general visit, in social love, to all my
oonnexions, friends and acquaintances,in Chewet
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all may beware of that stubborn, creaturely
zeal, that is built on the example and precept of
our forefathers, instead of dn experimental know-
ledge of the truth in ourselves. Having tasted
and handled of these things myself, I know what
I write ; but as I believe thou wilt not feel conm-
scious of having acted under the influence of that
zeal, thou wilt not take that sentence to thyself.
. . . * I enjoy myself pretty
well here in a social way, but the gloomy fog of
superstition and prejudice is enough to make the
soul sick with inhaling its vapors ; and methinks
I would gladly retire with my family into somse
lonely desert, where the mournful state of capti-
vated man might no longer be present to my
eyes. But I strive to become willing to endure
my allotted portion of suffering ; often remem-
bering what the Saviour suffered for us. I must
cut short, in concluding this with love to all—in a
particular manner the sincere hearted ; and de-
sire for the restoration of all others. M. 8.

LETTER XXVII.
Baltimore, 9th mo. 17, 1823,
Dear HusBanD :

. * * *  Though my mind hes
been deeply tried, my faith has not failed. But
such is the tenure of my standing, that I find
it dangerous to look backward or forward,
and above all, to look outward; but in hu
mility I can say, if I must perish, it may as well
be in endeavoring to gain the kingdom, as in
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standing in- a false rest, which I fully believe a
trusting in any of the experiences or opinions of
other people, would be tome. * In trust that Pro-
vidence will be a protector to thee and the chil-
dren, I bid you farewell. . M.S.

LETTER XXVIIL.

Baltimore, 10th mo. 3, 1823.
Dear Hussanp :
. ok * * ] amin usual
bealth, and feel my mind much relieved from the
ievous burthen of traditional prejudice. I have
Eg my notions of distinction in the dust. The
opinion of man'is of no consequence to me, as
respects myself, and my only desire is that I ma
be izpt low and humble in the sight of G-
That He will accomplish his own designs con-
ceraing me, I have no doubt, if I do not prove
refractory, and fly from His hand. Each night
when my head rests on the pillow, a secret desire
arlses from my heart to the Preserver of all, for
thy preservation; and in this I rest, for I know
that of ourselves we can do nothing, and that
“ unless the Lord keep the city, the watchman
waketh but in vain.” M. S.

LETTER XXIX.
Solebury, 11th mo. 5, 1823,
‘DeAr BroTHER :

I have been looking for a letter from thee, but
eomideri.ng thou, perhaps, does not know L nexe
p :
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returned home, I have not been disap
much in not getting one. -After a tour of
eight weeks, 1 returned on Fifth-day, the
lest month, havirig been favored with h

dy and serenity of mind : that notwiths
the dark cloud of opposition and prejudic
over my head, yet my soul was cen
confidence in the Supreme Power in 1
trusted. And though outward commotior
every thing that could be shaken, still the
ages being my only defence, I was ena
repose in peace beneath its mighty shade
family also was preserved in health dur
absence. The books thou last sent, cam
to hand. The one in reply to G. W.s 1
address, I left with Charles, but have read
‘my return, with a good deal of interest, d
it well calculated to counteract the influ
the former. ‘But wonderful to observe,
tionary constellations, in the old dispe
seem not disposed to yield to the superi
that has dawned, and like those spa.rlglin
naries, will no doubt continue to twinkle
firmament of righteousness, till the power
of the advancing sun shall fairly overpo
fainter light. Please let me know if ]
Hunt has been with you, and if she ge
E‘retty well. I feel desirous of hearin
.Friends at the Eastward ; for truly, rep
much against them, that had I not been th

felt for myself, I should perhaps her
opinion with the torrent. But whet i
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dl?e‘ nsation to uce? I feel calm in the

reflection, that pmps the/day may come, when
like our holy Pattern, we may be constrained to
suffer the scoffs of the world and the ruin of re-
putation therein, without opening our mouths in
defence, but suffering silently and patiently, com-
mit ourselves, with our cause, to the Lord. I
have felt no hesitation in letting any.one see
those letters of S. Philbrick, that was willing to
read them, but it is considered somewhat like
spreading poison, by those who are already
alarmed for the tottering peace of Society.
has never written to me, but she is not far from
me in spirit," and unless she is willingly swayed
‘by the love of pogu]aﬁt.y, I think she will come
out plainly on the side of truth. I should like
to know whether she has read S. P. or not, but
it matters little. 'If those who feel the full
weight and importance of faithfulness, only keep
a single eye to the truth, and walk by the light
thereof, all obstacles will give way in due time,
as the walls of Jericho digl to the leader and his

" host formerly. :

I have been looking over what I have written,
and find I have given thee no account of my visit
after I wrote thee from Baltimore, at which
place I spent, altogether, about ten daya, which
was, throughout, to satisfaction on my part;
though the pomp and ceremony of the city were
burdensome to bear. I wrote akind of dwryw
my husband, which thou may read wWhen tnon

comes over here, * « " s 1wendwee
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to give me a full account how you are getting
along. I understand Edward Hicks has been to
see you. . ' M. S.

LETTER XXX.

Solebury, 12th mo. 15, 1823,
DEeAr BROTHER :

Day after day has passed by since I received
thy letter of 13th of last month, end yet I have
not answered it ; for which I hope thou wilt ex-
cuse me, that out of seven weeks and three days
since I returned from Chester county, I have
been from home twenty-three days more or less;
that I find no excuse will avail me, from an un.
remitted dedication of time and talents to the
cause in which I have eumlisted. Concerning
Anna Braithewaite, I met her in Philadelphia, in
the Ninth month, at Pine-street meeting, and
attended an evening meeting at Arch-street, ap-
pointed by her, for all the young people whe
chose to attend. At the first of these, she was
very clear in testimony; but at the latter, her
ministry was much mixed. I also heard her in
Baltimore, on the morning of Tenth month 5th,
clear and satisfactory, though not in a manner
calculated to drive the enemy from his strong
holds, in the present day, so well as our dear P.
H. To thy query concerning our uncle I. W.,
I can say, it was easy enough for me to get alor
thera ; for whatever notions people of that <l

entertain of the Lord’s servants, there ia Yitte
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to the managers, it will not do for those whose
eyes are opened  to see through these moonlight
shadows, 'to’ wink-at'them, 'or-turn their backs on
the truth. Persecution is creeping along, and
no one knows how soon he or she may be the
object of it. .
~ There has been a great revival at Trenton;
there are four young women, and a youth in his
teens, that appear in the ministry ; and the order
of Society has been publicly violated by a select
member, towards one of these. The term Ras
ters has been applied to them. Thus we see how
near our doors the scene is approaching ; and
happy for those who, agreeably to the injunctioa
of the divine Master, shall see and hear these
things, and not be troubled. But before we come
to this, we must experience Christ so to reign in
aur hearts, that we are willing to give all up—
reputation, right in Society, and all that man can
deprive us of; and when we have nothing to
lose in this world, we shall not be moved with
fear and dismay at the signs of the times. 1
have felt my mind much drawn in unity with our
dear friend Elias ; his views, as mentioned in the
Quarterly-meeting, are so consonant with my
own, that I can give him the right hand of fellow-
ship therein ; and would think it no hardship to
go once more to Jericho, to see and converse
with him.

T have had a pressing invitation to go to Pla’
field, to see our afflicted cousin, Sarah Shotv
which, if way should open, I feel my mi’

TpavR BIFRTAFRIRE S RS
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in the very nature of things they must, that is,
they will be. How astonishing is the weakness.
and blindoess: 'of 'imien,"‘that ‘they should think,
their own Society had arrived and were dwelli
in that state of perfection to which the followers
of Christ were called ; and if not, that it could
be possible, according to the plans of Iufinite.
‘Wisdom, that we should slide into it out of our
present state of ease and contentment, without 8
noise and commotion.. Vain idea! Never can.
such a thing be expected ; and rather than stand.
still and desire it, let us turn to the source of
good, and seek to draw from thence that succor
. which will enable us to stand in the day of trial;
in the day when the elements shall clash, and all
that can be moved shall be shaken; when the
heavens of man’s own creating shall be rolled
together, and vanish as a scroll. Then shal
those whose trust is in the Lord alone, see the
new heavens and the new earth ; all the creation
will become new, and of God. * * .
' M. S.

LETTER XXXI.
Solebury, 1st mo. 26, 1824.
DEear BroTHER :

Thy letter of 16th of last month came duly to
hand, and was very acceptable, as I feel great in-
terest in the passing events of the day, in every.
department of Society. The further L am foe

vored 1o see into the reslity of the Christiw
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many various ways, and under so many plausi-

ble coverings, that unwary mortals are liable to

be dx(‘lawn aside “every moment, unless on their
ard.

Things wear a serious aspect at Trenton and
Middletown. From the latter place Charles and
myself have just returned; but it would take
much time to note particulars. We dined yes-
terday at the house of Stephen Comfort, sen.
He and his wife are worthy friends, but
have suffered themselves to be improperly b
ased against Elias Hicks, and on being with
them, I felt that secret regret which I had felt
for some dear, goodly friends at the Eastward,
who neither knew nor felt any harm in them-
selves, but by listening with a carnal ear, theix
better judgment had become warped. 'We spent
a few hours at Edward Hicks’s, as we came
home. He has been into Chester county, lately;
he met with cousin J. W., and was pleased
with him.

2p mo. 19.—Thou wilt be surprised, no doubt,
at the different dates of this letter, but no mis
fortune has been the cause. My time has beer
80 much engaged of late, that I scarcely know
how it has passed. Charles and myself attended
the Quarterly-meeting at Abington, two weeks
8go ; also a meeting for William Foster the nexi
day; and then went into Philadelphia, where

. Cherles<left me the Second-day following.
" attended a)};fbe meetings of our Sociery m t
city, and Pige-street and North meetinga T
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opposition to the truth, I think, more than eve
T had before. After I sat down, Othniel Alsoj
spoke/from/the) passage/ of Cour Saviour taking
je little child, and setting it in the midst, as ax
emblem of the state we must come into, before
we can enter the kingdom. The text was sq
d, and so well handled at first, that I never
g:))ught of his being an opposer. After he sal
down, and another friend gave information of 8
meeting for William Foster, to be held the next
evening, I kneeled ; when, to the astonishment
of the people, most of those in the galleries
keﬁl; their seats, and one man was actuall
pulled down after he had risen. If they h
all sat still, I do not think I should have felt it;
for such was the boldness with which the truth
inspired me, and knowing I had many friends
there, the shafts of the enemy fell at my feet.
Three of the elders were in pursuit of me in
the afternoon, and called twice at my lodgin
but I unknowingly escaped them, at which I fell
regret; for if there had been full opportunity far
them to discharge themselves, it is possible they
might have shot away all their arrows, and then
give up the contest ; especially if there was firm-
ness enough on the other side to maintain the
ground. It has been an incalculable injury,
both to individuals and Society, that this ground
has been given up, at the approach of the
enemy. I have, during this visit, made a valw
sble acquisition to my little circle of friends. 1
40po the many favors 1 have received wil ue

w
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gtimulus to farther dedication; and that
- there is a better way cast-up in-my mind;
y be strengthened to walk by the same rule,
mind the same thing, as hitherto.
’ M. S

LETTER XXXII. ,
' Tremton, 3d mo. 11, 1824,

R BroTiER: : :
sing now on my way to New-York, I think
to send thee.a few lines, in order that thon
meet me at the wharf on landing. I expect
save this place on Seventh-day morning
, in the line that lodges at New Brunswick ;
surse I nust land in the city on First-day
1ng. If thou wilt be so kind as to inform
elf of the time and place of landing, it
Id be particularly grateful to meet thea
3. I left home on Seventh-day last, with
husband, and have been closely engaged
5, in attending some meetings and visiting
> of my friends. As I am coming in my
1 way, without a written certificate, I know
10w my friends in New-York will look upon
but if thou canst endure the cross of it, I
no other consequence. And if thou shouldst
. be constrained to disown me, how much less
it be than the blessed Master had to en-
11 To-morrow William' Foster has sm =g~
ted meeting here. I have been =% Tnres
ingg where he was, within a ghort twne, =%
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each of which I found it my duty to bear te
mony to the truth. I have felt very desin
that I might/notcome in contact with him aga
-but this desire has been forced to yield to su
rior persuasion in my own mind ; and thoug
feel it my place to be willing, so far as it n
be put in my power, to “lay a shoulder to
wheel,” yet my nature often has to go into de¢
suffering before I'am brought into that st
And though it is my lot to go, time after ti1
into the furnace, may I never be released fr
this dispensation till the purifying operation
effected. I feel at times as though the heaw
and the earth were vanishing away, and all ¥
becoming empty space ;- but when I recoll
that the new heavens and the new earth w
to succeed the passing away of the old, I
encouraged to faith and patience. It is an

rtant day, * a day of rebuke, a day of treas

wn, and of dismay ;’’ but the sincere and {
ful followers of the Lamb also know an ar
at times, as from the dead, the shadows t«
away, and the morning of the sun of right
ness to arise in their hearts, clearly manifi
that the Lord is a strong tower, whereunt
may flee and find safety.

Unless something unexpected occurs, -
to pursue my prospect on Seventh-day; 1
do not come,I hope thou wilt feel no une
onmy account. I have many kind friens
with whom I am banded in suffering :

Joicing.
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LETTER XXXIIL
" Solebury, 3d mo. 28, 1824.
DEeAr BroTHER : ’

. *w Il - # We arrived at
Trenton about nine o’clock at night, and I num-
ber it among. the many favors, that I was kindly
received at the house of my friend T. Sterling.
His wife was on a visit' a' few doors off; and
when she returned, late.as it wasin the evening,
and also rainy, she accompanied me to se¢ Han-
nah Stokes. Found her not so well as when I
left her before. Lodged there that night. Next
day turned my thoughts anxiously towards
Pennsylvania, but saw no way to escape attend-
ing’ the week-day meeting, which is held on
Fifth-day. I found my peace in so doing, and
on that, as on many other occasions, was made
to blush at my presumption and ingratitude, in
suffering a thought so far to enter my mind as
to form any thing like a wish of my own. New
Bedford has long been presented to my mind, at
times ; and in such a manner, on setting out for
New-York, that I ventured to stipulate, that if
permitted to return, and get my family moved
and settled, I would give up. This was more
than I had ever ventured to QE) before, on feeling
a divine requisition, and it has %one experi-
mentally to prove to'my mind the folly of look-
ing forward to a more convenient season, as
most assuredly such a one will never arrive. If
then we were to set about becoming suoeet
to the divine will, instead of maying, L ¥
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thee, have me excused,” how much easier the
work would go.on ; for we need not expect to
have things Erought into’unison with our vain
wills ; therefore the more we strive to counteract
those wills, with their varied workings, the
sooner will the conflict between flesh and spirit
be over, and we come to the experience of light
and liberty, that I fully believe we were de-
signed to enjoy, even in this mutable state of
existence. f hope the bond of love will con-
tinue to strengthen all those who sincerely name
the name of Jesus. I attended our meeting to-
day, and was met with a hearty welcome by a
number of our members. The disciplinarians
have not molested me yet. If they do, I will
inform thee thereof.. Ihave no fear on thatscore,
a8 to myself alone ; and if the All-wise Ruler
permits. my right of membership to be taken
away, for my fidelity to Him, I doubt not that
he will restore to me four-fold in peace of mind.
There have been some.ridiculous stories cir-
culated about me of late, and some of my friends
have been hurt not a little by them ; but who-
ever the authors or 1}l)romulgatons were, 1 feel
nothing but good will in my heart to any on that
account ; and thus will the evil design of the ad-
versary be frustrated ; for where no malice is, hir
fire will not kindle. This is a desirable attair
ment, and a very possible one, though not to
come at without great humility, and a stea
ﬂfmeveranoe in what we believe to be rig
ould that sll mankind understood. their
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% except in that way, I do not think any passing
evengs of the day-yworth ment'ioning.y Eharlu
and myself\leftl home| on)Sixth-day preceding
the Yearly-meeting; came on and lodged  that
night at Benjamin Sleeper’s ; Seventh-day after-
noon went to pay a visit to our friends M. Rotch
and M. Newhall. Our interesting friend, An.
drew Robeson, is with them. I estcem it s
singular providence that they have been drawa
here at this time, and my heart has been bowed
in reverence to that divine Power, which is
bringing the church once more up out of the
wilderness, ¢ leaning upon the breast of her be-
loved ; fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and
terrible as an army with banners ;’ even so ter-
rible to the formal professors, that confusion and
consternation of heart is overwhelming them, to
that degree, that the disorder has become visible
to the outward eye. I refer thee to the record
of the New Testament. Acts xix : 23, to the
end. But when this tumultuous uproar of con- -
tending passions in the minds of the people will
be completed, we cannot at present foresee ; but
I believe they are not only in danger of being-
called to an account for tkis day’s uproar, bus
many will have to give an account at a higher
tribunal than that of men, even at the judgment
seat of God. I attended the first sitting of the
Yearly-meeting, and had some uncouth (to the
carnal ear) observations to make. At the next

. sitting, I was constrained to testify against the
superficial formality of the epistles from R
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but expect I shall have to return to it again, be- ¢
fore long., , I may,now inform thee, my present
business seems to be to visit some families with
whom I am acquainted, and return the last of
this week, by way of the Falls, and reach home
this day week. I also expect, at present, to be
at New-York at the time of the Yearly-meeting,
and proceed from thence to New Bedford. I

rovidentially met with Lucy Gilpin this morn-
ing, by whom I write. And now, desiring thy
mind may become established, so that thou shalt
know, in this wonderful day, big with important
events, the following lines- to be true—

 His hand the good man fastens on the skies,
And bids earth roll, nor feels her idle whirl.”

1 bid thee, affectionately, farewell. My love to
friends of all classes, where occasion may occur
to speak of me. : M. S.

————

LETTER XXXV.

New- York, 5th mo. 25, 1824.
DEeAR CHARLES ;

I embarked on board the steamboat at th
time expected, amidst a laige number of pre
fessing Friends, who cameon in the stages frr
Philadelphia, amongst whom were Rachel J«
son, and Samuel Fisher's daughter Sarah,
Friend named Thomas M’Clintock, who ac

e in a very friendly manner soon af)
Zered, his wife being also on board.
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come out 1’ while other voices echoed, * The .
building is falling.”” This moment evinced the
inherent' impulse-of the heart for self-preserva-
tion, and I hastily moved toward one of the
doors; and getting wedged into the crowd, I was
pushed in great measure along, till fairly out,
without the least harm, while many others were
sorely bruised ; some, falling down, were tram-
pled on the stairs ; but none that I have heard of
were dangerously hurt, though the escapes of
some were very providential. Many affrighted,
were ready to jump out of the windows, in the
upper story ; some fainting, others screaming—
that the socene was truly awful, nor can it be de-
scribed. Itappearsthe building was not thought,
by many, to be sufficiently supported in the base-
ment story ; that being new, and having never
been tried with such a weight before, some were
actually restrained from going to meeting - for
fear. A number of seats being wanted to fill up
the passages, the friends, on going below for
benches, became alarmed at the cracking of the
timbers, and one of them refused to enter again.
Being thus alarmed, and at a loss how to aef,
Richard Mott was called out, and requested to
return and break up the meeting ; but on view-
ing the danger it seemed unsafe to re-enter; but
going to one of the doors, he requested those to
come out who sat on the failing part. Supposing
the report of the circumstance might reach thee
in an glarming shape, some other way, I thought
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best to give it thee in the way I saw, felt, and
received it from good authority. * * *
e+ e Feelingan important necessity of
bhaving my mind redeemed from all created
things, and centred in the Lord alone, I commit
you all to his care, with a renewed belief, that
to the soul thus given up, all will be well, and
an humble desire that He will be with thee, the
dear children, and all my dear friends, no less
than with my own soul, to keep us in His holy
fear, and a watchful care not to offend against
His righteous law, as made known in the secret
of our hearts. - M. S,

LETTER XXXVI.

New- York, 6th mo. 1, 1824,
Dear CHARLES :

After enduring a trying conflict, I have been
favored to arise as out of the pit, and to feel
something like singing on the banks of deliver-
ance; and then could I feelingly say, how good
it is to be faithful. It is indeeu{ 1 fully believe,
as I think I wrote thee before, the source of all
my difficulties—this faithless fear of man, which
arises from want of faith in the Creator; for I
can say that when my mind is given up, and the
eye thereof steadily fixed on the great First
Cause, all outward barriers diminish, and I am
borne as on eagle’s wings, above the contending
elements of affection, fear or envy. Wuk wWoen
1 give way to the two first. of those pestione, YT
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seems to me the best amongst us would not 1
able to accuse a brother. I have little more

write//. I leave Géorge 6 give the particulars

my setting out for New Begford. . T'have thoug
sometimes of giving thee some details of tl
transactions of the day, as to what is called ¢
der, reliiion, and propriety; but feeling anxio
sbove all things to be established on that ro
which cannot be moved, I pass them by, and ¢
say to those who - persecute the servants of tl
Lord, * Forgive them ; they know not what th
do.”” I bave abundant cause to rejoice in t
things that are meted out to me, and especial
80.in that which is hard to flesh and blood. On
more I commend thee, and all my dearest of L
loveds, to that Providence which has never fail
or deceived me, and remain thy affectionate wi

LETTER XXXVIII.

New- York, '7th mo. 11, 1824,
DEear CHARLES :

I will return to where I closed my last letter
and inform thee that I remained at New Be
ford till the 6th instant. My time was employ
in visiting the children of Faith—those who s
the necessity of leaving all outward dependen:
and relying on the internal light for directio
one of which was Experience Sherman, upwa:
of seventy years of age. I attended a meeti

* This letter, with some others, has been lost.
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through the night had been very rapid, owing to
detention at New Haven we did not get up to
New-York/till aftereight©’clock in the evening.
‘We had a full view of that tremendous
called Hurlgate, which we passed with conside
rable exaertion, a little before sunset ; the rocks,
from the state of the tide, being but about eight
feet under water. I cannot give thee an idea of
the rolling and foaming convulsions that were
seen on the surface, and for a long distance oa
either side, with numerous whirlpools, like boil
ing cauldrons, continually presenting to the eys
the wonders of nature.

. = * But in this, as well as every
thing else, I feel that resignation to the divine
will, which I have long been striving for; and
this has sustained my mind amid the fluctuati
scenes I have passed through in this visit.
really rejoiced me to hear Frederick Plummet
had been to see thee; and I hope I shall ever
rejoice to know that the servants of the Lord can
find reception in thy heart and house ; for I have
much to be thankful for to Him who provides for
the ravens, in opening my way with those to
‘whom I was personally a stranger. Commend-
ing you all to the grace of God, and His prote¢
tion, I bid you farewell. M. S,

LETTER XXXIX. _
New Bedford, Sth mo. 29, 1824,
DEar Hussanp:
*# & * On visiting a family living neat
the beach, I was desirous to go to it, which I did,
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and felt a renewed awe on observing the break-
ers rising, in, continual) succession to a certain
height, then foaming like the fall. of a mighty
eataract, and rolling in to the very edge. Won-
derful, indeed, appeared to me that wonder in
creation, the stupendous ocean! Nor less to be
admired is the capacious mind of man, calculated
for improvement to the highest degree, even so
as to comprehend the vast designs of Omnipo-
tence, and trace in those outward evidences
thereof, the more minute arrangement of its in-
ternul texture. I am more and more convinced
there never was nor ever will be a man, who,
through the whole course of life, ever disbelieved
in the existence of a God, and the revelation of
his own pure spirit in the heart. Will not all
confess there must be a first cause, a moving
principle, which man, as a mere animal, cannot
comprehend ; that there are but two spirits—
Yight and darkness, good and evil; that all good
must flow from the Source of good, and conse-
quently, all evil from its own source.

1 went alone to Lynn meeting on First-day
morning, and sat in silence, a spectator of the
perverted order of things there ; but it was no
more to me than it would have been to have seen
the same transactions in any other place. All
kind of solemnity, as to a meeting of public wor-
ship, having fled, it seemed more like a house
of correction ; for though there were no blows,
nor outward violence, there were ten or twelve
persons rose in succession to silence M. Alley
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from speaking, which she bore with undaunted
roﬁence and meek submission, and at length
eft the house.” 1 went again in the afternoom,
but did not stay through their ceremonies. I can
make no calculation as to getting home, but it
certainly will not be for some time yet, unless I
feel turned from the fulfilment of my first
iects, which, with every thing else, I leave to the
ord. I believe the time has fully come, when
those who do not go forward will go backward;
and I felt a little anxious, at times, thou should
not be one of that number. But I see more and
more clearly, I must give all up, and be willing
for the Lord to work in his own way. I have
seen it was best for me that I came in the wayl
did ; that my so doing may strengthen those whe
are trusting in the wisdom from above, and its
directions ; for herein it is manifested to be alk
sufficient for those who will believe ; and thoss
who will not, I have nothing more to do with
than simply to. show by a line of conduct thst
their standard will not do for me. M.S..

LETTER XL.

West Grove, 9th mo. 20, 1824,
DEear Huseanp :

* * * * 1 do not feel the spring
of action for writing much, and therefore I de-
sire thou and all our friends may seek to become
settled in that faith and assurance which will
support the soul in all its trials; and thouy’
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must be weaned from the love of them all, I eare
not how soon they are taken away, even all those
things in which my soul delighteth after the
flesh. I have been at Twelfth-street and Arche
street meetings, where I spoke without interrup-
tion. Last evening had a free, precious meet:
ihg with the Christians, at their meeting-house.
% omitted to tell thee that the day before I
left home, I attended our week-day meeting, and
was relieved from a burthen, by testifying the
truth in plain terms, which raised the spirit of
opposition in some of the rulers; but I-was
raised above all, in that power which is over all
May the God of all comfort be thy consolatios,
is the prayer of thy sister. - " M.8/

LETTER XLII.

Plumstead, 10th mo. 19, 18%4.

Dgar BrotoER: - '
‘We received thine of the 12th, this day, and

are much obliged for thy intelligence of the state
of affairs with you. I rejoice at every instance
of open display of Anti-christian spirit in this
day ; for so sure as it does exist, so sure it must
be destroyed ; and it will not fal! till its measure
of iniquity is full. Therefore, seeing that things
in their very nature must operate in this way
well may those rejoice therein who have no Jot

nor portion in the present inheritance. I h

the printed letter of E. H., with its preface, the
#ight before I left the city ; but thet of AR
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. - THIRD-DAY, THE 2p.—I attended Qu
meeting, and was raised so far above all
the trué’ fear, that I-fulfilled my duty i
terms, and came off victorious. It wasa
guiet meeting. It appears to me that t
of tradition hangs like a veil before the
our Orthodox friends, and they mistake
ciety for the chosen people, and the orde:
for the mind of Truth. And no marv
thus blinded, they should seek zealously
tain the cause thereof; but what is g
termed the Orthodoxy, are not alone i
things ; nay, almost all, especially of th
gart, are thus blinded. They had a wi
ate yesterday, in the men’s Quarterly-1
concerning the transactions of Gree
mesting, with regard to those two eld
opposed E. H. so particularly when he
doubt a statement of the debate will be
to New-York. These things go to con:
mind of their necessity, in the pulling «
those mighty fabrics, the systems of m
mow stand in the way of the building of
spiritual church on earth. I spent last
_ at the house of a friend, in compauny
Plummer and wife, with a few others
brotherly love flowed sweetly, as from v
vessel, and we were mutually comforted
couraged to trust in the Lord, by whose
-we could say we are what we are.”
618 OF THE MONTH—I went in compt
some of the brethren, last Fourth-day, ¢
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LETTER XLIV.
Miltzille, Columbia 'Co. N, Y., 24 mo. 2, 1825.

Dear CHarLES :

Aftor finishing my last letter to thee on the
81st ult., I mused a good deal on returning home-
ward, and in company with my friends J. €.
Dean and S. Dean, bave visited a number of
places; among others, Hudson, where we arrived
at two o’clock. Called at Peter Barnard’s, and
spent two hours, during which time we were at-
tentively listening to his wife, Haunah, as she
related many things that transpired when she
was in England, with the proceedings of Societ{
against her, to her final expulsion therefrom.
forbear to make any rematks upon these things,
knowing that the pen cannot do justice thereto ;
that minds hedged in on 2ll sides by traditional
notionsof religion, cannot comprehend the se-
cret workings of Christ or Anti-christ; and also
that when the mind is illuminated by an eye of
faith in the great First Cause, His operations will
be seen and traced with silent admiration and
humble reverence, far beyond what written testi-
monials can inspire.

And now I may state, in regard to what I have
written of occurrences concerning myself, since
Ileft my habitation, that it has been entirely un-
interesting to me; but as thou and my particular
friends might be anxious to hear somethini of
my getting elong, I have done it, and the broken
manner in which I have written, may speals fox
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¥ am quite sick of these things. Well, I went
to Monthly-meeting)| Things went on about as
usual. It broke up. Not one of them men.
tioned the proposed interview, (though the select
bend seemed to be arranging something,) till the
people nearly sall left the place, and we had coas
cludped to go; when, accidentally it seemed to
be mentioned they were all coming up the next
day, in order to fulfil a string of appointments-
sbout Plumstead, and to see me in the
Charles and myself had started for a week’s tour
to the different meﬁxg&, and were then on our
‘way to Solebury. ey were pretty mpt
tila{ we t;houl;y wait on them ngxt da;):r:nd

ing us bent on pursuing our own plan, they pre-
pozed the present time. I told them I was now
at their command; and 80 we went into the-
meeting-house, where we sat in conference f
two hours, at least. Charles was permitted %
be present, and there were nine- elders.

the other three were not there, I do not know:
The subject was opened as being the subject of
concern, my going about as I did, and mixing
with the people of the world, attending other
meetings, and not taking the edvice of -my
friends. I asked an explanation of the words=-
“world’s people;” when it was answered, Frede
rick Plummer, and attending his meetings.
told them the spiritually minded, let them be
what name or denomiuation they may, are the’
people I wished to associate with ; that I believed-
they, and they only, made up the militant churchy
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and that we, that is our Society, were not the
Lord’s uliar people ; that as to taking the
advice of Friends, I hadacted agreeably to what
I believed to be the dictates of truth. It would
take more time and a more retentive memory
than I have, to pen down all that wassaid. The
string they harped most on, was my not taking
the advice of Friends. One said she had felt a
frea.t deel for me and my little children ; that if
would stay with Ztem more, it would be a great
satisfaction to her, at least. I replied, I could
not see that my doing wrong would yield any
solid satisfaction to any one. O, to be sure,
not doing wrong'; but they did not think it would
be wrong to take their advice.” I asked if it
would be right to take advice contrary to the
convictions of my own mind. ¢ Why no,” one
seemed to think not ; but he talked as though I
was deceived ; that I was going astray. Well,
they would tell of such an one, who cast his
burthen on his Friends, and it became too hea
for them, and they were glad to let him go. V{
told him I supposed we might recount instances
of that kind from morning till night, and I did
mot doubt they were right in so doing ; but I had
never believed in such a system for myself ; that
it was like the Papist priests undertaking to
forgive sins, for a set of people to release indi-
viduals from their religious duty. At length one
‘was tired, and gnother thought we should get
into disorder; gnd so one proposed for Charles
and myself to Withdraw, - herefere we et
10 e
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them ; and though they had made many profes-
sions of love in the affair, not one of them gave
us the hand.

Thus I have given thee a sketch of an inter-
view that has very much strengthened my desire
of being permitted to retire from the contested
ground. * * * We have not heard
what conclusion they came to among themselves,
and I do not feel anxious about it ; for the least
especial favor of Society O‘Perabes as a bribe to
my will, that I continually fear the consequences
of. The circulators of the pamphlets have cer
tainly succeeded in their intentions, in some
measure, among the unsuspecting and ignorant,
insomuch that Elias Hicks’s doctrine is now de-
nounced by some that once united with him;
and I understand that a volume of extracts from
our ancient authors is shortly to come out, in
opposition to those we saw in New-York; and it
is said others are going to set Fox, Penn and
others to clashing in their own writings. 1 also
understand that the contestis going on in Phils-
delphia. E. Hicks’ sermons have come out, and
a counsel has been held concerning them by

North-meeting elders. They have come into |

geveral neighborhoods where we were last wg?h
M
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would, and make of it just -what they pleased.
If I had been at the theatre, she need not have
made’ more ' lamentation ‘about it. I claimed
liberty of conscience, and she brought up the old
song of delusion. I requested her to look back
to the beginning among Friends, and was goi

to direct her attention to the manner in whi

they were treated, for deviating from the ests-
blished worship; but she interrupted me by
saying, “I have been reading how George Fox
used to run about almost as bad as thee; but
then,” she continued, “ I was not about to sg
he was not right.” I asked her if she believ

I would have had that meeting, if I did not think
it was right. BShe said, she did not ; but asked
if there was not such a thing as delusion. In
such cases, I often feel as if my hands were
tied; for when people deny the fundamental
principles of religion, viz : the light within, and
the certain evidence thereof, they have neither
eyes to see, nor ears to hear anything beyond
what custom has established ; and like the Jews
of old, they make void the law of God through
the traditions of men. Itis therefore like cast-
ing pearls before swine, to talk of anything like
acting in simple faith. Well, seeing she had
begun the subject, I asked her if our late inter-
view had afforded them any satisfaction. Why,
she said, she believed it was the united opinion
of them all (meaning, I suppose, those who had
sat in council, of which I gave thee an account
in my last letter,) that I ought togake the advice

’
”
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of my friends. “ Who are my friends,” said I.
«“All of us; I am thy friend.” ¢ Thou artnot
my friend, if 'thou’‘art' not’ willing I should do
right.” “I am willing thee should do so.”
ere we entered the door, and the conversation
was discontinued for the present time. Since
¢hat time, I paid & friendly visit to one of our
neighbors, an overseer. We spent the after-
noon in conversation on various subjects ; but on
coming away, she walked with me, and after a
considerable time, she said, “I suppose thou
knows we did not answer our queries clear, last
time 1’ “ No, I did not know but you answered
them as usual. I did not notice any difference
in them.” She then stated, in a rather incohe-
rent manner, why they did not; and as I felt
considerable fre m,{ exercised it, and with
keeping up the subject, she came home with
me; and having staid awhile, I accompanied
her back again patt of the way, and talked some
more on the subject. At length we parted ; she
meking several professions. of love; and I told
her that when I did right, I felt to love every
body, but when I did not, I could not feel that
love ; that it was something which could be
easily spoken, but to feel it, was better than
words. * * R -
M.S.
10*
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LETTER XLVII.

Plumstead, 1st mo. 22, 1826,
DEear BROTHER :

I seem to feel bound yet to exercise the pen,
occasionally. And perhaps thou mayest desirg
to hear the conclusion of our late journey.
Having given thee a detail as far as Baltimore,
I need only go back thus far. I mentioned in
my last letter, we should get home in three
weeks from that date; but my companion be-
came so anxious to reach it, that I left Baltimore
with a burthen that increased at every step we
took, for several days. My proneness to shud-
der at the cross, induced me to look for a short
stay in that city. But the longer we remained
there, the more I saw a way open for so-
cial intercourse with some friends, and therefore
that social love that binds man to his fellow man
rose above the cowardly spirit of the creature,
and seemed to veil the cross, in measure, by
faith and hope. It may seem strange that social
motives should lead to protract a visit com-
menced upon what is called religious motives.
But my views have often been turned to that
kind of usefulness, and I believe the daily wdlk
of the humble Christian in that way, might be
more beneficial to mankind, than the most sanc-
tirhonious crusades through a country by those
who preach one thing, and yet require their
hearers to do another. We, as a people, have
become so attached to certain phrases, that seem

o
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to denote a speciel mission, that anything with-
out that seal will not pass current at all.
i . M.S..

i

LETTER XLVIII.

Philadelphia, 2d mo. 14, 1826.
Dear BroTHER:

I now avail myself of leisure to address thee,
in answer to two former letters, by which I was
much gratified. The queries of the first, ad-
verted to in the latter, respecting our friends in
Chester county, I think were ahswered as to
the subject, in my last to thee. Cousin J. W,
has clear views, and appears to be living up to
them, in defiance of those shackles which So-
ciety has iltwed upon him. Cousin A. P. had
been much enlarged in the ministerial line, for
some time previous to our visit in the neighbor-
hood. In contemplating the various dispensa-
tions of Providence to the children of men, I
am sometimes lost in astonishment at the ways
and means he makes use of.

‘With regard to myself and the authorities of
our meeting, there is little to be said. I went
to meeting the next day after we got home from
our western tour, and i{nding the same lethargic
spirit as formerly, I expressed my feelings and
left them; nor did I go to meeting again until
the two preceding ﬁgiﬁh-days to my leaving
home, which was on the fourth of this month.
I do not know that any body troubled them-
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" selves much about my staying at home. Buta
few weeks since there were two different persons
in the neighborhood, appointinig meetings. One
was a Freewill Baptist, the other a Presbyte-
rian, and a number of us attended these meet-
ings, which caused a considerable stir. One of
the overseers visited Charles on the subject.
The female overseers, less candid, but more ofi-
cious, carried their cencern to the Preparative-
meeting, stating in the answer to the query on
Hireling Ministry, that we were generally clear.
Iwas present, and we had the subject canvassed
pretty well, and though I stated plainly that the
person they had in view professed to be con-
scientious against taking pay for preaching,
after cavilling some time about it, they com-
cluded it was a safe answer, because it stated
they were generally clear.- I then told them, I
considered myself as clear as the clearest of
them ; that I bore a testimony against an hire-
ling ministry of any kind, whether it was paid
for in money, in applause, or approbation of
men. I came away before the Monthly-meet-
ing, but I think I shall be at the Quarterly, to
defend the cause, if the Lord permit. It is

bable they consider my example, if it has any
weight, a very pernicious one; and it appears
to be the prevailing sentiment throughout the
Society, to tighten the cords of the discipline;
thus wasting the little strength that remains, in
trying to mend others ; not coming home to the
cultivation of that heavenly seed, which is chs-
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rity, which suffereth long, and is not oasily

ked. A disiiterested beholder can see this
18-too much the case, on either side; that both are
equally supporting the authority of a discipline,
which deserves just as much the title of spiritual,
as good, wholesomé civil laws do. The only dif-
ference is, that one party would place the power
in a few, the other, in many ; and of the two, if
truth must be circumscribed by any thing but its
own bounds, the fewer perhaps the better, as
many voices make confusion. I attended the
Quarterly-meeting in the city, and also all the
different meetings of the Society. I have had
liberty in speaking in them all; I have also found
freedom amongst the little circle of friends that
I have here ; but the greatest cause I have to re-
joice in is, that I feel my mind more and more
unshackled from human ties. Even-that fond
attachment of friendship I once had for particu-
Jar individuals, has mostly subsided into a general
feeling of love to mankind, and the pleasing sub.
ject of meditation on the goodness and mercy of
God. In company, often, I feel no disposition
to converse ; for those who understand the lan-
guage of the spirit of love, can feel it, and those
that do not, cannot comprehend it, though you
say ever so much. I have had satisfaction in at-
tending the Christian meeting ; but I think the
source of satisfaction in these things is the meet-
ing of my fellow mortals on the broad scale of
universal acceptance, according to their works,
where, as the pious Blair expresses himself, on
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devotion, “ worldly distinctions cease,and worldly
cares are forgotten.”  The contracted chains of
sectarianism, when. fastened ‘'on the mind, are
galling to the last degree. It seems as if the
bad, in some sort, the same effect on the mi
that a tight-drawn cord has on the animal flesh,
to deaden it, so that in a state of deep suffering
it is scarcely sensible of feeling at all. M. S.

LETTER XLIX.

Plumstead, 3d mo, 5, 1826.
DEAR BROTHER :

As I suppose thee to have received a letter
written in Shi_ladelphia, I will go back a little to
inform thee of the remainder of my stay in the
city. The same evening, after writing, at the
house of F. P.’s father, it was a favored season
with a few who appeared to be devoted to Christ,
or seeking to become his followers. The next
day I called on some of my acquaintance, and
returned to my lodgings, at our kind friend B.
Dorsey’s. Fifth-day, I wrote letters to Indians;
a merchant from Richmond being in town, by
whom I sent them. Spent the afternoon at Abra-
ham Lower’s, in company with his wife ; himself
not at home ; he being gone to some of the Quar-
terly-meetings in Chester county, partly on a
social visit. My heart rejoices at the necessity
some of them find themselves under, to go with-
out the customary appendages of honor. And
ay soul heils with joy the day in prospect, when
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‘hese things will be seen in their true colors, to
belong to the beast-and, his kingdom, and when
sven among a people who have so far backsliden
s the Society who call themselves Friends.
The mighty power of the Highest will operate
10 effectually as to cause them to trample under
foot those inrposing rules that bind the conscience,
and aspire to force the homage of the heart.
Glory to God and the Lamb forever! they will
have the victory in the end. Sixth-day, I visited
some others of my friends, and in the evening
attended a meeting of the Society for the Pro-
motion of Joint Interest and Happiness; the

inciples of which are not new to me, but have

en the subject of thought at different times
since I became interested in the cause of right-
eousness. And I cannot believe otherwise than
that when the apostolic faith comes into opera-
tion completely, the apostolic order of things
must be restored. Individual interest can have
no place in the heart, when love to our neighbor
is equal to that of ourselves. But when, or by
what means all this is to be brought about, I
know not ; and if is an instrument in the
Divine hand, to bring about this state of things,
the work, no doubt, will prosper; but all the
works of man, as man, will never do it. It must
be by and through the efficacious works of divine
grace in the heart, modifying the stern will of
man, and bringing it into the obedience that was
in Christ. Seventh-day, I came home, and found
the children and our parents in pretty good
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health. The Fifth-day following, attended the
Quarterly-meeting at Wrightstown. In getting
through 'the 'queries -and "answers, one of our
elders was very much tried about our testimony,
so called, respecting hireling ministry; but I
found myself in some sort called upon to defend
the case that I wrote thee about in my last, and
the answer went quite clear to the Yearly-meet-
ing. But that elder’s.stubborn belief was not
changed, and she told me after meeting, she
thought it was notthe truth. On our way home,
we got thy letter dated First month 25th; by
which it appears your department is in great
commotion. But while I contemplate with a
kind of mingled wonder and delight, those omi-
nous fluctuations of the elements, I can find no
language to paint my sensations, so well as by
comparing it to a violent thunder storm, which,a
little natural philosophy teaches us, tends to the
purification of the atmosphere. Things seem to
go on pretty much in the old way with us. We
are too far from the scene of action to be very
sensibly affected therewith ; but I rather suppose
the leaven is working, that will eventually leaven
the whole lump. . M.S.

LETTER L.

Buckingham, 6th mo. 6, 1826.
DEear BRoTHER :
‘With respect to my own concerns and adven-
tures, I could write thee a volume, if I had
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ity ; but as I once told thee, I felt wearied

with writing, and reading documents of events
that occurred to me. I ‘leave them to sink into
oblivion, desiring mneither to dwell nor feed upon
the past, nor yet anxiously anticipate the future.
The present moment is only mine; it is there-
fore my proper business to employ it to advan-
All the occurrences that cross my path

and thwart my will, teach me the necessity of
faith and patience. The latter appears to me
the most difficult to attain and retain, but per-
haps.the former is its true foundation, and if se-
cureli and permanently laid, would always sup-
port the latter. 'We have many lessons to learn,
and in religious experience, as in all others, they
become more difficult, that is, they require more
intense study, as we progress, until we arrive to
a perfect knowledge of them. Thus, in arith-
metic, simple addition is soon calculated, but the
compound rules puzzle the brain. Of this, thou
understandest more than I do; but I feel more
than I can express or thou canst understand, save
in thy own experience of the rules I meant to
prefigure. The mind that is taught in the school
of Christ, must be very attentive and diligent, or
it will not keep pace with the Master’s precepts.
I believe I should feel a reward, if I was more
willing to leave my home- at the Master’s call,
but the cares of the world fetter me-so much,
that I begin almost to despair of ever becoming
released therefrom. I find, to my sorrow, that
the more I listen to the voice of the reasoner, the

1
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more I become entangled ; and I can truly com-
rehend the state of mind figuratively spoken of
in Adam: ‘ The woman thou gavest me be-
guiled me, and I did eat.” Whenever the good -
things of this life engross our affections, and
draw them off from their proper object, then it is
we feel the same excuse necessary, whether we
are honest enough to confess it, or not. With
regard to your Yearly-meeting, I do not know
that I had any particular business there ; but if I
could have brought my mind to leave all, and
also to hazard and encounter all the world could
take and give, I should have been - there at the
time. But Newport has been before me for
some time past, and if the waves of despondency
do not overwhelm me, or some yet unforeseen
occurrence prevent, I expect to go there. I in-
tend asking P. to accompany me, and if thee
gets this in time, and has an opportunity, thee
may mention it to her. M. 8.

LETTER LI

New- York, 6th mo. 10, 1826.
Drar Huspanp :

Under the dispensation of Divine Providence,
it has once more become expedient to have re-
course to this means of expressing my feelings
to thee. My mind has been so entirely serene
on the subject of my intended journey, that
every thought and every reflection that arises
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from doubt and carnal reasoning, is hushed into
‘stillness, _
“ And not a wave of trouble rolls
Across my peaceful breast.”

.My dear, dear children, for whom I feel the ten-
derest solicitude of a mother’s love, I have
resigned you once more and again to the protec-
tion of an all-wise, all-merciful Prowvidence,
whose faith has been my shield, from the first
hour of my knowledge thereof; whose care has
been my preservation, and will also be yours;
whose wisdom has been my direction, and whose
power has been my support. In that wisdom,
and that power, had my natural life been
called for, could I have resisted? Would the
strong ties of maternal love, or those of filial
tenderness, or conjugal attachment, have inter-
cepted the final blow? Nay, verily, all these
must have given way ; and happy for that mind,
which, at such a time, is brought to resign all,
instead of being torn from them in anguish. Is
it not, then, even more rational to believe that it
is altogether possible and right for the same state
of resignation to be attained to, ih a temporary
separation from the near, and dear connexions in
life. Whoever doubts this, must be weak in the
faith, defective in the love, and an unbeliever in
Christ, our redeemer and mediator with the Fa-
ther. And -though they may talk much about
them, they are but lies in their mouth; for how-
ever we may persuade ourselves that we stand
. loose from the world and the attachments therect:,
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that we are not loving the gifts more than the
Giver, it is,in|thetime of trial that we mani-
fest, beyond all dispute, our true state of mind
herein, and like the young man formerly, whe-
. ther we will give up all to follow Christ, or turn
again to these beloveds. And herein I can com-
prehend the dispensations of Providence to the
children of men, according to their several states
and conditions ; that wherein our great posses-
sions lie, we find our faith tried, and obedience
proved. : M.S.

LETTER LII.

Newport, 6th mo. 12, 1826.
DEear HusBanp : ' ,

This morning the Yearly-meeting began. Our
English friends had much to say at the opening
of the meeting, both in greaching and praying.
To me, it was all as cold as the walls that sur
rounded us. The pompous certificates were
read, and much labored expression of unity.
The deathly sleep that this meeting appears to
have sunk into, is very striking ; amidst which it
is really painful to see the airs of sanctity that are
puton. Let our friend R. E. try her best, I am
certain she has had too much light on her under-
standing to reconcile all that passes here. I
hope thou and the children will be preserved;
and knowing the satisfaction of being with youn
to be forbidden, when duty to my great Master
calls me away, I see, and have long seen, that
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spiritual death.must be the consequence of par-
taking thereof ; and that if my natural life should
even be spared, which' I have no reason to ex-
pect in that case, but rather that I should be cut
off in the midst of my days; that my spiritual
life would be lost; and instead of sweet, bitter
would ensue ; instead of enjoying that home, and
your society, the mind, having lost its proper
centre, would be tost with the. tempest of con-
tending passions ; and awfully to be feared is the
event of such a conflict. If thou canst under-
stand these things, I entreat thee to treasuyre
them up, and not let them be lost. It has long
been my firm belief that the blessing of Provi-
dence would rest upon us, if we are faithful to
known duty. It has also been as firm, that blast-
ing, in every sense of the word, would follow
disobedience. I feel my mind so entirely staid
‘'on truth, in this my allotment, that I cannot
realise how a written certificate can be a conso-
Jation, and especially at this time, when to say
that one goes out in unity, is telling a downright
falsehood, seeing the meetings are so divided in
themselves. ’ M. S.

LETTER LIII.

Newport, R. I, 6th mo. 15, 1826.
DEear BroTHER:

Robert Pearszall, of your city, being about to
return home, it occurred tome I could write thee
by him. y_y last was dated, I think, the 12th,

1
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in the evening. We had then attended two sit-
tings of the Yearly-meeting. Some friends came
to us as we were ‘on’ the-porch of the boarding-
house, that evening, and told us it was the sense
of the meeting that we should be silent among
them, on whicﬁ condition they had no objection
to our sitting in their meetings. P. expressed
her willingness to do so, if she could, with peace
of mind. There was no meeting but the select
one, on Tbird-da{ morning. In the afternoon
we went again. 1 spake once, and to my relief
P. spake also. A great bustle agitated our
boarding-house the next morning. Continual
groups of Quakers and Quakeresses were seen
whispering in one part or another. At length
we were solemnly summoned into the passage,
and our sentence delivered by a stout man; not
with a sword girt by his side, but a sanctimonious,
straight coat, in presence of two females. It
was that we were not to go into the meeting-
house, only upon promise to be silent. Deaf to
all remonstrances, they urged the point with m-
yielding firmness, (if it deserves such a name.)
At length he went out, and shortly after ve-
turned, bringing another, not so tall, though quite
as muscular as iimself. He had previously told
us, that if we went in, and did speak, immediste
information would be given, and he, himself,
should be one to remove us. This latter one new
told us he should assist inremoving us. So that,
as far as muscular strength could deter us, they
tried the experiment. I felt not the least hesits-
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tion from all their threats, nor the least wavering
for all their arguments of pretended Jove, but
kept my''mind 'retired, 'so" that' I might know
what to do. P., at length, though clear herself,
‘took my arm, and we walked towards the meet-
ing house. Before we proceeded far, she de-
clined going, and I released her, and went on
alone. The people had mostly gone in, but one,
who seemed like a priestess among them, with a
few others, were on the way, one of whom ran
full speed toward our executioner, who was stand-
ing alone, about half way between the men’s and
women’s door. He met her, and they stood per-
haps a minute in consultation, by which time I
had nearly reached the steps, but did not hasten
in the least, as I had no idea of forcing my way.
By a quickened pace, he intercepted my pat{,
and peremptorily told me I must not go in.
¢ What !” said l),' “and this the house of the
Lord !” He repeated the command, and I stood
still before the door, which was closed. At
length I sat down on the bench, and he on the
step-stone ; but, I suppose, not willing to lose the
- meeting, he opened the door, and called a female
by name. They then fastened the door, and I
heard the bolt grate on the inside. He now went
in, and that I might feel myself clear, having
one as far as I could, I tried the latchet of both
oors, which I could not raise. I then returned
home. But, in the afternoon, it seemed best to
try them again. I went earlier, was again met
by the same man, and in full view of the gazing
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multitude, forbidden to enter. Several females
. surrounded me, pleading that I would retum.
At length'the/man| proposéd that I should go in,
. if I would give my word that I would not s

I replied, I could do no such thing. One Friend,
with a tremulous voice, asked me if there was
no other way that I could clear my mind. Itold
‘her I did not know of any, except speaking to
the people in the street, which I had not yet felt
myself called to. “ Well,” said she, * perhaps
I have nothing to do with it.” Ancther stood
weeping by me a long time, but at length went
in. I remained by the door most of the after-
noon meeting, but left before it closed. This
morning, after they had all left the house a con-
siderable time, as I thought, it was with me to
walk again to the house. The door was fast;
but some others coming up just at that time, it
was opened, and I walked in without opposition.
I sat down on a bench in the passage. young
woman came to me, and asked me if I had not
better go out. She sat by me, and appeared
very apprehensive at every movement, that I was
going to rise; but I sat a silent witness. I may
Just say, they.are going to send on complaints to
our meetings against us. With a mind perfectl,
composed as to the event of all things, I b:i
thee farewell.
M.S.
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LETTER LIV.

New' Bedford), Mass); 7th mo. 2, 1826.

My DEear CHARLES : 4

I received a letter this afternoon, written jointly
by thyself and cousin Anne, the contents of which
were very acceptable. And seeing you are all
doing well, I conclude to go to Nantucket to-
morrow, committing myself to the care of Provi-
dence. As P. has gone home, it has fallen to
my lot to be left alone as to a steady companion ;
but if it is recessary for my refinement to be led
thus alone, all is well. I have found kind friends,
and have had conveyance to all the different
meetings that I have thought right to attend. I
have been favored to dwell in patience, and have
not experienced a.lack of faith. Though I have
thought much of the children and thyself, I have
not been unduly anxious, but felt a secret hope

zou would do as well as if I was with you. *
- - » » - K{ S.

. FROM ELIZA ROTCH, JUN. TO CHARLES SMITH.

Tt may be agreeable to Charles Smith to hear
from one who has lately shared largely in his
wife’s socielt\}', that she has been very acceptably
among her New Bedford friends. Her walk ap-

ars to be that of a truly devoted child of the

ather ; and the simplicity with which she fol-
lows the one only guide, regardless of the opi-
nions of men, is truly edifying and delightfa\ o
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observe. The meekness of spirit with which she
meets opposition, deprives it of its sting ; and the
serene cheerfulness-of her-countenance clearly
shows the peace that reigns within. When she
has done all the duty that is required of her ia
these parts, she will doubtless return home, not
only with the reward of peace, but with a, re-
newed capacity for her domestic concerns, and
a fresh interest in them; for the more perfe
we stand in the will of God, the better we
all the duties of life.

Evuiza Rorcr, Jun.

LETTER LV.

New Bedford, 7th mo. 4, 1826.
Dear BroTuer:

Nothing material has occurred since my com-
panion left me ; but having moved on in entire
dedication of heart, feel entirely peaceful, thus
far. I hope thou art endeavoring more and more
after that state of mind wherein anxiety canmot
dwell, but instead thereof a calm resignaﬁm
and willingness that every thing may be done in
the Lord’s time, This attainment comes through
patient perseverance in suffering of the creature,
unto the end or swallowing up of the carnal will;

and to ourselves it is of infinite importance.
* & » = s = » -
M. 8.
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LETTER LVI

Buckingham, 8th mo. 13, 1826.
Dear BroTHER :

I have \enjoyed my home) with feelings not to
be described in language, ever since my return ;
and the completion of every act of my late visit
has left my mind without a cloud in that respect,
while the sweet savor of those opportunities I
enjoyed with my friends, rests as refreshing dews
around my heart. The sensations that arise
therefrom are as imperceptible to the natural
eye, and the enlivening vigor thereof as incom-
prehensible to the natural mind, as is the growth
of the grass of the field to the ox that feedeth
thereon. Rest, O my soul! in this : that simple
obedience is better than sacrifice ; and never may
the paltry consideration of a present gratification
in the things of this world, overbalance the more
substantial one of yielding to that conscious
feeling, which ever has brought a correspondin

ace in the end. The more I realize the worti
of this, the more my mind becomes absorbed in
reflections thereon, and the less it roams abroad,
that is, out of its own internal bounds, in search of
haPpiness ; and I find that the more this internal
satisfaction increases, the enjoyments I once had
in the most exalted kind of fiiendship and social
intércourse, decreases. Hence, I sepm to know
no one after the flesh, nor do I desire ever to
know mankind so any more. But these sent-
ments have a deep mystical meaning, and uniess

the mind has arrived to that pointin expenence
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where there is no mystery in them, vain would
be the powers of language to reveal them. In
our Monthly‘meeting, .whichChas taken place
since my return home, one of the committee
in the case of difficulty, (which was the complaint
from Rhode Island) informed they had attended
thereto. The like report was made in the men's
meeting, and it was left in that kind of blind
way, that I suppose there was not much under-
standing of it; and it appears from out-door re-

, that there has not been a full understand-
Ing in the committee; for some say it was
quashed ; others, that it was sent back to the
overseers, to pursue the regular course ; and how
it is, or how it is to be, is yet undetermined. But
the Seventh-day before Monthly-meeting, an
overseer collected and brought three o% the
elders to see me. It so happened that Charles
and myself were from home. On Second-day,
after meeting, she enquired of me whether I
would meet them at the meeting-house, or prefer
my own house? T replied, I did not care any
thing about it. She then proposed next Fourth-
day. Itold her I did not make engagements;
that if it so happened that I was at meeting, and
it suited, that time might do; I could not tell any
thing about it; but I desired her to have the
other overseers, if she was coming on official
business. She said she had called on one of the
overseers ; that she was not very well, and de-
clined coming. I then asked her what the busi-

ness was ! She put on a demurelook, wnd. wd,
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perhaps they would be better prepared to tell
that when we met.. ‘ Perhaps you will have it
made up by that time,” saidf. She then began
to make a long protestation of their entire silence
on the subject as they were coming the other
day. Isaid, I did not doubt that, but I sup-
d they knew what they were coming for.
es, she said, they did. I then repeated the
question, but she gave me no answer. I after-
wards met with the overscer who was repre-
sented as not being very well, and on that ground
declined coming to see me. She said she was
well enough, but told she had nothing to
do with the business; and yesterday she in-
formed me it was not required of me by the
discipline to go and see them; that if the over-
seers had any thing to do, let them come to me ;
and as for the misrepresentation gave me,
she did not intend to let it rest so, for she did
not like such doings; but if I chose to meet
them, and wished her to be present, she was
willing ; and now it rests thus. I think I shall
hold myself prepared to meet them, aud as the
time is short, I defer sending this till after that
day, which is one cause of my not writing
sooner, believing thee would be desirous to
know the event. '

FourTn-DAY EVENING, 16TH.— Yesterday I was
ite unwell, but by the application of remedies
have obtained relief, so as to be well encugh
to attend meeting to-day, where 1 also met the
Iﬂnualid overseer. She insisted on MY VWNOMYH
2
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down with herself and two of the elders. I told
her if it,was overseer, business, I was willing to
meet them, but I did not know that I had any
thing to do with the elders. She went to one of
them and talked a long time, then came back to
me, and asked me if 1 continued in the same
mind ? I asked her, what mind ? She replied,
« Not willing to see them.” I said, I was willing
to meet them as I proposed, any time or any
where. She asked me what objection I had to
those elders being present. I said, none at all,
and as she had several friends, I would ask the
liberty of one; to which she consented. I stept
out and spoke to R. 8, and he came in. Her
first concern, she mentioned, was, that I was
laying waste the Scriptures ; and she wished to
know why I did so. I replied, I did not, and
never had. She said, she did not know how
they were to understand me, if I did not, for it
was generally understood so. I told them, I
thought the Scriptures were most excellent ; that
they were a chain of consistencies from begin~
ning to end. Well, she said, I ought to make
myself better understood, for I said a great deal
to discourage them from going to meeting. R.
S. then spoke, and said he thought I was well
understood, and that what I said was no discoun-
ragement, but rather an encouragement to attend
them in the right way. E. J. also said she did
not understand me as the other overseer did.
But all this seemed to have no weight at all with
her, for she continued her observations, with all
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carry a letter, I thought a few lines, informing of
the health of the:family, might be interesting. I
have not been as well as usual for two weeks
past, but have kept about mostly, and have at-
tended meetings duly, as they came in course.
I do not hear any thing more about the commu-
nication from Rhode Island ; and as our Prepa-
rative-meeting is past, and nothing reported
about me, I conclude they will have to wait for
a fresh clue to get hold of me. I have had a
number of friendly visiters of late, but I have
the most to fear on that hand, and I have felt &
great dread in my imind, of a retaliating or politic
spirit, lest I should be drawn in to seek to evade
the discipline. I very much fear the same spirit
is prevailing in the minds of some of the mem-
bers on our side ; for so fully am I persuaded
that strife and debate do not belong to the true
Christian, that I had much rather depart from
every thing of the kind, and dwell in peace and
quiet; but some how or other, circumstances
over which I have no control, combine to detain
me in the midst of them. I have felt as much
bound to meet at the usual time and place of
worship as in former times, and have had to com-
municate in them, excepting two, ever since I
returned ; and some ofp our gallery folks think
that when I speak, I point my discourse i
at them. 8. Blackfan seems to have received a
fresh anointing. His communications are clear,
and he gppears undaunted in delivering them.
Our Quarterly-meeting comes this week ;%W
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to be held at Falls. I feel bound to visit the
select-meeting again, not knowing what shall be-
fall me there ; but the more I see into the iniquity
of a system, where an attention. to the Spirit of
Truth, in all its manifestations, 18 professed to be
our guide, and yet that system plainly says, that
no person who is coneidered to have a gift in the
ministry, shall bé permitted to set in the select
meeting, until they have passed the regular or-
deal, the more I see the inconsistency of this
system, the more I feel bound to testify against
such imposing intolerance. M. S.

LETTER LVIII

Buckingham, 10th mo. 8, 1826.

Dear BROTHER :
Having looked thus far for thy arrival in vain,
I take up the pen to remind thee of thy relations
in Bucks county. I may inform, we are in better
health than when I wrote last. I suppose thou
hast not been - calculating on my case having got
into meeting; I will therefore give thee a short
detail concerning it. The First-day preceding
our last Preparative-meeting,  the very active
overseer mentioned in a former letter, informed
me, after meeting, that some of them thought it
would be best to take my case to the next Pre-
ive-meeting. Very well, said I, if you think
it essential to your peace, do so; I have nothing
to do with it. I acended the following Fourth-
day, and sat opposite the gallery. After the

12*



138 LETTERS OF

clerk had opened the Preparative-meeting, and
a considerable pause emsued, she asked if the
overseers' had 'any business-to offer. E. J. re-
plied, she knew of none. The other overseer
said the London epistle was in the meeting, and
queried if it was tEought a suitable time to read
it. One or two assenting voices were given, and
it was read ; after which she took a slip of paper
from her pocket and gave it to the clerk, which
she read, I believe nearly or quite as follows:
*¢ Martha Smith has travelled as a minister, con-
trary to discipline, and frequently disturbed a dis-
tant Yearly-meeting, by introducing unsavory
views and sentiments.” There was not a single
word spoken to it, and after some comments on
the epistle, meeting broke. Last Second-day
was our Monthly-meeting, and the clerk being
absent, a person was proposed to assist at the
table. She declined, not having her spectacles.
S, G. was named, and took the seat. After the
business of the meeting was accomplished, the
charge against me was read, as the Preparative-
meeting report. A dead silence ensued, which
E. W. interrupted by proposing a committee
pointed, which was objected to by E. B. on the
floor of the house, by stating that it was unsafe
to act in this way, unless they knew exactly
what had been said ; for though it might have
been unsavory to some, it might have been satis-
factory to others ; and that they could not come
o a judgment in this case, without having it spe-
fied. E. W. urged the authorivy of such &
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bodyand the frequent repetition of the complaint.
8. G. urged the manifest breach of discipline.
Some others objected to proceeding in a com-
mittee ; and, at length it was proposed to apply
to the men for assistance. Some persons op-
posed this, as not being the regular way of pro-
ceeding. At length I arose, and told them I
believed it would be right for me to speak in my
own defence ; and stated the manner imn which
the charge was introduced, without the know-
ledge of the other overseer, and without the
voice of the Preparative-meeting ; that I had
never travelled as a minister; I had never gone
with the necessary appendages of one; that I
had never carried a written certificate as a pass-

to the hearts of the people ; and that I had
always informed such as enquired of me, that I
was but a common member; with much more
on the subject. Some Friends then proposed
referring it back te the Preparative-meeting, as
it bad not come regularly forward. E. W, vin-
dicated the manner in which it had come, and
the overseer endeavored to justify her proceed-
ings. A committee was again called for, but
op};g:ed by different sentiments. In fine, such
8 interchange of sentiments and plain deal-
ing never occurred beneath that roof before, 1
apprehend. I cannot expregs the enjoyment I
felt during the contest; though when any thing
like commendation was heard, I would rather
have been absent. Butthe brow-beating (to use
a rough term) that an elder and an overseer gave
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those that opposed their measures, and the firm-
ness, or perhaps a better idea of the proceedings
may be \formed | byOsaying | stubbornness, with
which the ground was maintained, was most in-
teresting ; the more so, because I know that
nothing but actual engagements will prove us
good soldiers. Had I a sectarian feeling in fa-
vor of my own Society, or did I believe their
system was less a Babel than other religious sys-
tems, I might think that self-interest was the

ound of my rejoicing on the occasion; but so
grr from that, after it was over, and the voice of
the meeting to “drop it entirely” prevailed, I
seemed to feel like one remanded back to prison.
To give a little further of the particulars : in the
discussion, so many arose and spoke on the sub-
ject—young and old, gay and plain—that an
elder got up almost in an agony, and remarked, it
was 80 trying to have so much said, she did desire
they might get into the quiet. A pause ensued
for a short time, when another elder observed
that it was right for us to submit one to another,
and if a few g’iends were named as a committee,
the case might be decided. M. W. said it was
right for us to submit one to another, but she
thought it was most like breaking down the order
of any thing she had seen, for such a few to try
to carry a point over the heads of many. The
clerk replied, it is sorrowfully true that many
in this meeting were of that description, that
so few of them were willing to stand K)r the law
and the testimony. After another pause, she
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called for names, which drew forth such a num-
ber against having any thing of it on the minutes,
that the elder rose again, and in a tone of distress
exclaimed, to drop it, | A number repeated the
same, and thus 1t ended.  * » .M S.

7 M- ey -

- LETTER LIX.

i Buckingham, 1st mo. 28, 1827.

Dear BroTHER :

p Our correspondence has ceased for so long a
time, that I begin to wonder what is the matter;
whether thou art proving my faith in this matter,
a8 I have expressed my disrelish of committing

things to paper in this our day. I have nothing

: to inform thee of, that would be interesting, con-

;  cerning the great controversy with us, I believe,

" supposing thee gets all this news from other
sources. I have been much about home since
my visit to Baltimore, and have attended meet-
ings as regularly as ever I did in my life, whem
eircumstances would admit of it. Indeed, I feel
it important to get my work done in the Society,
while I have the opportunity. I get a brush

:  from the elders,and then run on again. In all

} the transactions of that class of people, the true

i  state of things is more and more developing. In

. fine, seeing the system is such that none but our
own members are suffered to have the oppotte-

’ ity of declaring the truth in our borderws, X =

in best wisdom that the works of Axnt-comst
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manifest themselves in such glowing colors as
not to be mistaken ; and that a love of truth and
justice is leading some amongst us to bear their
testimony therefor, in such & way as to arouse
that spirit to show itself on many occasions. A
long debate arose in our last Monthly-meeting,
in consequence of an acknowledgment produced
from a ;'lemale, who had been disowned some
time since. It was as full, perhaps, as is ever
oftered. The first objection was, that she had
not often been at meeting; the next, that she
did not bring it herself. Vge had recourse to the
discipline, which was read again and again, and
only proved it to be a privilege, not an injunc-
tion, that the individual should appear on such
an occasion. A few individuals insisted on de-
ferring it another month; but a large number
succeeded in getting a committee appointed to
visit her. 'We have had a social visit from our
cousin J. W. He was in Philadelphia, on his
way up here, when Elias was there, and attended
two of his meetings. He appeared to be rather
struck with the state of those meetings. I now
recollect I have never given thee any account of
my visit to Baltimore, which was very pleasant.
I enjoyed the company of some of my old friends
with peculiar satisfaction, and also the Yearly-
meeting, which I attended mostly in silence.

The langua%e was, “let them alone.” * ¢
. ® . @ . . .

M.8
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LETTER LX.

Biuckingham, 2d\mo. 23, 1827.
Dzar BroTHER :
The day after I sent my last to the post-office,
I received thine. It was gratefulindeed to hear
in from thee, and some of thy remarks were
very striking. That of traditionalists only being
sble to recommend their own bewildered path
is very true; for in no instance, perhaps, can
man or woman recommend to a,notl?er any thing
that they have not proved for themselves to be
Of course, those that are resting in the
bors of others, have nothing else to direct
their fellow pilgrims to; not accustomed to use
their own feet to walk with, or their own hands
to labor with, separate from the help of other
people, they think it presumptuous fgr any one
to walk or work alone. Thus it is with men in
trade, who have passing continually through
their hands the current coin of the country, and
much that belongs to other.people. They often
despise the simple labor o? the mechanic and
farmer, who can only realise in the course of
, what they suppose themselves to acquire
m a few weeks; but in the end, we often see
these very men brought below the level of those
they have despised; and to them the reverse
of f{rtune is peculiarly severe. This I conceive
to have been somewhat the case with the foolish
virgins, as set forth in the parsble, thek Yoey
were brought to solicit the cil, orin other words,
a partion of that grace which replenidhed. W
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hearts of their more diligent fellow-virgins,
Yesterday was our Quarterly-meeting; the Se-
lect meoting 'the’day before, which I thought
right to attend. A chill almost like that of
death accompanied this impression of duty, for
some time; but on resigning myself to it,
the clouds dispersed, and I felt calm and fear
less. After becoming seated among them, my
mind was most sweetly gathered out of every
thing that could hurt or destroy. This celm
continued for a length of time, when it was pro-
posed to proceed to business. Elizabeth Robe-
son and her companion were present, but E.
had not spoken, and I suppose those Orthodox
who knew I was there had been laboring under
the most violent perturbation in thought, for
when S. C. bad spoken, C. H. mentioned that
if he was not mistaken, there was a person pre-
sent who was not a member of that meeting.
This was confirmed by another Friend. S.C.
observed, he was not conscious of any such per-
son being there, and as no disturbance had been
made, he thought they might proceed. A h
and violent opposition was made to this. D.C.
observed, that if the individual had any thing
to communicate to them, he was willing she
should have the opportunity, and then she might
withdraw. This was objected to by a number,
who peremptorily refused to hear any thing from
her. S.C. was surprised that any Friend should
anticipate such a thing as a person having any
thing to communicate, Who Was not 2 vegiax
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member; for his part, he had no such view, nor
did he want, to, draw, any thing from her, but if
they would settle down, as long as there was no
disturbancé made, he thought they were in a
better situation to transact their business than
they would be if muscular power was appealed
to, which had been advised. -C. H. was aston-
ished to hear such disorder -encouraged, and to
talk of settling down in the quiet, until order
was maintained ; first support the order, and zien
settle down. * & & & & & A
committee was appointed, and an adjournment
about to' take place, when I felt at liberty to
leave them, which | did. Having twice gt-
temtgbed merely to inform them why I came, and
of the peaceful quiet I had enjoyed amongst
them, I was interrupted; and sat down. I re-
mained in the other apartment until I thought
they had done most of their business, and went
in tfgin. After they got through, I got up to
speak: A Friend arose immediately, and said
something ; but I heeded not, until I had ex-
pressed the peace I felt, and my full belief,
that to minds rightly centred, no external cir-
cumstance could be a disturbance. Had I been
allowed to have spoken before, I would have
said, that though the whirlwind and fire had
before me, I had heard the still, small
voice within me, and the Lord spake it. If I
would covet any thing but perfect resignaxion
to the will of God, it would be to tabermadie on
the mo;;t, or that situation of mMind wWhers™ L
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met all I have repeated, and I suppose ten times
more, that, day, and a good deal yesterday at
Quarterly-meeting, with ‘an'entire abstraction
from every thing like resentment. M.S.

LETTER LI.

Bristol, 4th mo. 28, 1827.
DEar BroTHER:

Thou hast had ample information of the trans-
actions of the late Yearly-Meeting, long before
now, I suppose ; therefore it is not worth while
for me to say much about them. Our meeting
was a time of enjoyment and refreshing to me;
selsons of great liberty, both in speaking and
feeling, at times ; and when it was otherwise, 8
willingness to suffer took away the sensation of
suffering. Cousin J. W. attended the meeting.
He is one of the most decided in sentiment
against the measures of Quaker Orthodoxy that
is to be found. I remained in town until yester-
day, when I came to this place, and am waiting
for Charles to meet me. I attended three of the
meetings this week ; two Monthly-meetings, in
which I witnessed the determined disposition to
rule with the rod of iron every opposing senti-
ment that arises. Jemima Burson produced a
very good minute from Richland Monthly-meet-
ing, to that of the Northern District, Philadel-
phia, expressive of a coneern to visit the families
belongingrw that meeting ; but it was not re-
ceived. The reason assigned was, that some of
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the rulers could see no lighton it. Fifth-day,
at Green-street,| @ Declaration of Independence
was read, which was feebly opposed in the men’s
meeting, but more obstinately in the women’s;
and after the body of the meeting dispersed, the
few Orthodox that remained, appointed repre-
sentatives to the Quarter. Ihave got a copy of
the Address from the Convention at g‘een—street,
and I think it pretty good ; but as to the num-
bers that will come out and stand firm, I am not
sanguine ; neither »m I as to the event of this
separation, or its consequences. I believe that
light is increasing, true knowledge progressing,
and that, independent of all the systematising
in the world, religion will spread and flourish,
societies rise and increase, become formal in
their branches, and divisions ensue. This will
continue to be the case in all systems of reli-
gion, and until mankind come to a more perfect
understanding of the gospel, which is the power
of God unto salvation, they will be seeking for
it in these things. For my part, I feel entirely
free that all should pursue the way that is opened
before them; and believe that good will come
out of much seeming evil. It is enough for me
to know that hitherto the Lord alone has been
my helper, and all I can ask is that He may be
my preserver in the future; which I have no
doubt He will be, if I obey Him. When the
time arrives for thy paying us a visit, I trust we
shall be favored to rejoice together. M. S.
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LETTER LXII.

Newpeort, 6th-mo. 12, 1827.
DEear CHARLES:

My spirits, from the first view I had of coming
at this time to New-York and Newport, were
never high ; and while in New-York last week,
I can say they were calm and equal, as I kept
carefully from either retrospect or anticipation,
and dwelt only in the present moment, which I
know to be the only safe ground for me ; watch-
ing conﬁnuaﬂ&for the coming of the Son of man.
Some of my friends were fearful, that having
the scrip of paper with its contents, I should be
exalted thereby ; but in this I have been full
confirmed in what I have heretofore believ
that these outward supports were much more in .
the way of the mind realising to the full the en-
joyment of an entire dependence.on God, than
an addition toit. And though, in the present
state of things, they may have their use in some
way or other, they must all be left behind, as the
soul enters that state of liberty which the truth
alone can give. This is the freedom I hope for;
this is the freedom I am willing to endure hard-
ship for, accounting nothing too near or too dear
to be parted with, if haply I may attain thereto.
I have attended two sittings of the meeting, and
the third commences at three o’clock this after-
noon. Things go on in the old way, only thatI
think they stamp them higher than formerly. I
have feund nothing to do, but sit a silent specte-
tor amongst them yet.
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FoURTH-DAY MORNING, 13TH.—Went to meet-
ing yesterday afternoon. Expressed a few
words on the all-sufficiency of the grace of God
in the heart, to, effect the. work of redemption,
if attended to. "There was no apparent opposi-
tion, that I know of, while I was speaking.

. » . » . » »

New-Yogrk, 6TH Mo. IS.—Feeling quite re-
leased from Newport, after attending four sit-
tings of the Yearly-meeting, we left there on
Fourth-day afternoon, and after a safe, though
rather slow passage, arrived here yesterday
afternoon Sarah Eastburn is pretty well. She
is staying with Maria Imlay while I write this.
I have not much more to say at present; but
having some social duties to attend to here, shall
endeavor to fulfil them, in order to leave the
place without regret. * = * M.S.

LETTER LXIII.

Buckingham, 10th mo. 29, 1827. -
DeAr BROTHER :

Thy letter of the 3d came duly to hand, and
was very interesting, as is every article of fresh
intelligence respecting the state of things in So-
ciety. Alltend to confirm the belief thata great
work is in the wheel, and progressing on to a
great event ; which, if many of our professors of
religion had but the faintest glimpse of, they
would startle, and perhaps turn back; but in
great wi;i;om that event is hidden. And while

1
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many and various circumstances are tending to
the same point, the different instruments or co-
workers'théréin seem to themselves to have each
a separate allotment ; and Perha 8, like the pro-
phet of old, thousands consider that they are
alone. I am informed that the new Yearly-
meeting was a favored one, and that the counsel
of many was, that toleration and the greatest
forbearance to our dissenting brethren and sis-
ters should be manifested. % suppose this must
be the prevailing sentiment of the more reflect-
ing part of the community in general ; but many
seem to think that discipline must be put in prac-
tice on the active ones amongst them. For my

.Jpart, I cannot say what is best to be done ; peo-
Ple will act according to the state they are in,
and the effect will ever manifestits cause. Thus
it is that experience is our best teacher; and
finding our most sanguine expectations often
(and always when built on changeable things)
disappointed, we learn moderation, we learn fg;-
bearance, and we learn humility of mind. There
are many circumstances which go to convince
me that the true Christian travellers amongst us
will yet have to sacrifice their all in Society, be-
fore they can enter the land of Canaan, and
finally settle down into the true rest.

It appears that the Creedites are determined
to be the legitimate meetings, in every depart-
ment ; and though a partial separation has taken
Place, as to meeting to transact business, yet our

meetings for wership remain the same, and. they
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manifest a resolution to disown those that do not
submit to them. . They have already visited, for
that purpose, in' Buckingham, T' C J.W. and
I.L.; and C. R. of Plumstead. If they disown
t.hem, of course they will oppose their enjoying
the privileges of members. Now, suppose the
‘other party disown even the most active amon
them, the consequence will be a total- ﬂmrega;g
of its authority, and a regular a&henng to their -
present situations. ‘ *'\
» I N » '

~%h

:,.

LETTER L figy /
Buckingham, 7th mo.

Dear BroTHER:

*The agitations of Society, which have so long
yielded matter for the pen, have seemed to sub-
side, like one of those heavy thunder-gusts that
are often witnessed in the elements of nature,
leaving a kind of heavenly calm around us. Yet,
methinks, like one of those scenes, the dlstam
thunder may yet be heard, in low and sullen
murmurs, as it passes on to other plains. By
the different publications of the day, both sides
of the question are laid before a public whose
deep attention is arrested by the subject; and
the more the veil, or covering, is rent away from
those things that can be kept secret no longer,
the more will appear the natural deformicy <X
bigh profession, wg):n unsupported by scld priw-
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ciple ; and in that article I believe many of both
parties will be found to be wanting.. The pre-
Jjudice/ofeducation'lis-so strong among us, that
I rather suppose nothing short of being razed
to the ground will ever wean our affections from
the beloved edifice ard idolized system. Please
give my respects to P. and E. Titus, and such
other friends as may enquire dfter me. I:{[ S .

LETTER LXV.

_Albany, 11th mo. 9, 1828.
DeAr BROTHER : :
! In attending the meetings of Coemans and
"+ New Baltimore, I have smiled at and pitied the
superstition of the people, who rejected me
when there before, though I then came in the
same authority, but not having the external in-
signia of a comrission, obtained no place in their
minds. Could our disciplinarians see how plainly
they deny, in fact, the profession they make of
feeling where words came from, by holding up
the necessity of a written certificate, to preserve
us from impositions of persons not anthorized,
it appears to me they would hang their heads
for very shame. M. S.

LETTER LXVI.
Saratoga, 11th mo. 20, 1824,
Dear BROTHER:
In the reports from the different Montnly-mes
ings to the Quarter, (Saratogy) there wus oW
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from Lowville, signed by three female Friends,
stating that on account of the smallness of their
number, they'had mot‘held’a ' Monthly-meeting,
but could ini{»rm that the meeting for worship
was kept up, and that love and ynity were felt
increasingly to prevail. I thought there was
more life in that simple statement than I have
felt in all the answers to the queries for seven
years past. ¥ s s a s e
21st.—Yesterday proved a very wet one, but
we had an’ excellent meeting ; and now, as some
may think 1 have been rather short, in that I
have not mentioned, according to the fashion (of
ministers, so called,) what favored or unfavored
ones we have been in, I can only say that I mea-
sure divine favor by my own obedience thereto ;
that all meetings are good to me in that; and if
I may judge of the states of the people from the
freedom I have felt in declaring truth among
them, I should say that the ground of the hearts
of many is prepared to receive it in its simpli-
city ; but when it comes to the active operation
thereof, I suppose many will stumble at the
cross. The rules and regulations of Society,
though acknowledged to be only for transzres-
sors, must be strenuously observed by those who
are not 8o, that in fine it centres here : those are
the transgressors that do not live up to the letter,
and those are the judges that have not come fully
into the spirit of, it. And however they may
declare that there is no religion in the mere iorm,
@ the plain dress, or any other of the TAeawe
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have, yet-the strong bias of the mind for these
Tises in testimony against any one who deviates
therefrom!" 'Only let'it ‘be' said that such an one
has altered his or her dress, and it immediately
follows that they have left the principle ; thus
manifesting their belief that if religion does not
consist in that, it is connected therewith, never
to be divided. There is another thing that has
got such hold of us that I fear nothing but rend-
ing entirely to pieces will loose :—that we are
ahead of all other professors. But notwithstand-
ing these things are so irksome to me, I feel now
willing to wear the bonds for Society’s sake,
until it is meet I should be released therefromj
and if it be all the days of my life, I hope to be
contented.

22p.—This morning the sun shone with pecu-
liar brightness, both externally and internally.
Leaving our kind friends, S. Shepherd and fa-
mily, we set our faces northward, piloted by s
number of Friends returning from Quarterly-
meeting. * * » » » »

M. 8.

LETTER LXVII.

Rutland, Vi.,11th mo. 30, 1828.
DEear HusBanND: ‘
* * Attended Queensbury meeting as men-
tioned in the conclusion of my last letter, where
John Comly had a great deal wo way, and w
usual, that which was instractive to the \earns
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consoling to the mourner, and encouraging to
the sincere, trayeller, - After meeting we went
to Seth Thomas’s, where John Comly and J.
Roberts came to lodge, and we spent a long eve-
ning pleasantly together, the conversation turn-
ing on religion and religious improvement,
without implicating the odox. My feel-
ings have very often been wrought up to
wﬁ:t some might call warmth, but which I be-
Keve to be a just zeal for the rights of indivi-
duals ; and I have sometimes been constrained
to speak on behalf of the absent, when I have
beard the actions of those represented in the
highest colors, and conclusions drawn respecting
motives, in so decisive a manner that the re-
porters appeared to sit as accusers and judges,
and thus give a bias to the judgment of others
a‘lao. » » » » » * »
I have remembered that last Fifth-day was
Bucks Quarterly-meeting, and my mind was
with our Friends there, several times; for though
we are nearly three hundred miles from you all,
I feel you all present with me almost continually.

* * % AgIhave not mentioned before,
the manner in which we have been led about, I
will now advert a little to it. I had no distinct
view of Ferrisburg Quarter when I left home,
nor for some time after; having heard that it
was unitedly Orthodox ; but in the progress of
our journey, hearing otherwise, we were turned
this way. The true state of the case apypeeteo
be this: At the Quarterly-meeting succeedwny

L4
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the Yearly-meeting, the Orthodox committee at-
tended, and none of the other committee bein;
there, Friends made no attémpt to do any busi-
ness, but sat and heard it transacted in silence.
At the next Quarterly-meeting, some of Friends'
committee came on; then they took a firm stand
in appointing the clerk and doing the busines
of the meeting ; after which they left the house
to the Orthodox, who are far the most numerous
—nine meetings out of sixteen being exclusively
so, and all the others, except one, divided in
numbers. )

As we came on to Saratoga, it began to
before us, and finding we s%?)’u]d hgve timozeh‘;
take those meetings and get round to Black Ri-
ver, and attend the meetings there, also in-time
to get to the Half Year’s meeting in Canada, we
have proceeded thus far accordingly. * ¢

*# *  Came to Joseph Tobias’s to lodge,
himself not at home, but we were kindly re-
ceived by his wife and son. The evening wes
spent in instructive conversation, without impli-
cating the Orthodox, which this observation m-
plies to be of rare occurrence; and truly my
heart often sickens at the appearance of thin,
amongst us, when I see those gom whom I w
hope better things, justifying themselves by the
demerits of others ; and while they give full lati-
tude to all, as being ahead of the odox, ac-
count every thing as ranterism that is ‘ahead of

themselves or their own party. An expression

of a certain author, which 1 resd muny yesn
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tince, that ¢ that is not a whit to be proud of that
sannot shine without a foil,”’ has.drawn the com-
parison in.my mind, that a religion that cannot
stand on its own merits, is not a religiun to be
satisfied with. But from the mixeéd state of So-
siety, there is mo perfection to be looked for
therein. And to declare one’s sentiments to the
full, in conversation, at all times, would be to
wage war with both parties ; that while one has a
work to do amongst them, there are many things
to be endured, wherein we can understand the
pxpression—* Suffer it to be so now.” * »
ebulon Frost came and piloted us to Rowland
T. Robinson’s, at Ferrisburgh, and a meeting
being appointed on Seventh-day at eleven o’clock,
we attended, and it proved a very satisfactory
one ; after which Joseph Rogers accompanied us
to Joseph Hoag's, at Monkton, the meeting there
being all Orthodox, except two families. I
thought it best to go to Joseph’s (as he was rather
considered the head thereof,) and have some talk
with him about attending. We were kindly re-
ceived and invited to stay, as fellow creatures,
being assured at the sanre time that he could not
fellowship with us, if we were what he had
heard. %his was all we could expect, as we did
not go to solicit unity. 'We therefore concluded
to stay all night; and the manner in which we
were received made it quite easy for me to in-
form them why we came. We had considers\e
talk, and there did rot appear much,if any, ¥§-
frence in reality between us. But the gres:
14
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obstacle was, T had placed myself with the
Green-street|party, and, the leader of that was
Elias Hicks and other obnoxious characters. I
felt no liberty to enter into a defence of those,
with one whose mind wus made up, and whose
bark evidently appeared to me too small to stem
the tide of free enquiry. And though I turned
the subject of meeting with them in every way,
I could not obtain any grant of freedom therein,
neither to have one in the same house in the af
ternoon, nor to have the appointment of one at
another place spoken of| at the close of their
meeting. Suchis the inflexible tenor of Quaker
discipline, and such would probably be the re-
gult of an application to those in the same station
among s, by any person, however conscientious,
who resembled in the remotest degree those
professors of religion whom we are pleased to
designate as hirelings. -

‘We were kindly treated throughout, nor do {
think there was the least disunity felt with me &t
heart, but the apprehensions of the head bore
away the victory. However, feeling liberty in
my own mind, I went to meeting, and there ex-
pressed what I felt, in as few words as possible.
There was no opposition to what I said, and
though there were two other communications
afterward, there was nothing very pointed in
them ; and upon the whole I had a good meet-
ing, and Benjamin expressed the same. It saves
us abundance of travelling, through the most
wgountainous parts of the country, that we are
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hus rejected by them ; and I have no doubt but
he same power that brought Israel out of Egypt,
nd that dwelt'in 'the King of Salem, is with
hem the same as He is th.h us, and that by be-
oming subject thereunto, all will experience
he effects thereof, which are quietness and as-
arance forever.'

» - * Came to Plattsburgh, where
re four Friends, members of Society, with their
ymilies, some of whom are not members. My
selings being arrested here, on account of the
eople, I proposed having a meeting, and on ap-
lication being made for the court-house, it was
ranted by the sheriff, information given, and a
wge collection of people assembled at early
andle-light. I felt almost to shrink with dismay
n seemg men apparently of the first standing in

lace, enter the house. The fear that at-
m me on occasions like this, seems to be,
»t the cause of religion may lose more than

- may gain, through the weakness of the instru-
1ent; but I am jealous of myself, fearing that
1 pnde of the creature is at the bottom. How-
ver, I was favored to express my feelings to the
slief of my own mind, and I leave the rest.
fore solid attention I never witnessed on such
noccasion. Elizabeth, wife of Samuel Moore,
wited us home with her. We accepted the
wvitation, and next mornmg (the 13th) retumed
>Peru. * d .

\l&.%.
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LETTER LXVIII.

Pliladelphia, Ath mo. 21, 1829,
DEAR CHARLES :

Sympathy and affection induce me to address
a few lines to thee, at the same time my feelings
are so overpowered that I scarcely know how to
write at all, )

The peculiar circumstances at Plumstead, and
the seeming necessity for my presence at home,
on account of domestic affairs, were strong in-
ducements for me to hasten my return. But
without being sensible that these objects were
leading me from the higher one of religious
duty, T was all prepared to leave on First-da)
morning, as thou hast heard, no doubt, by E.
and L. W.; but during the delay of the boat, in
consequence of some part of the machinery being
insufficient, I had time to reflect more fully on
the expediency of staying a little longer in the
scene of uncertainty, which I may call it; for
such it was, both internally and externally. Fear
for personal safety assailed me, and involuntarily
I looked around for a way to escape. Such was
the perturbation of my mind ; though I do net
know that there was in fact any danger. But
when the Burlington came along side to take the
passengers off, I had no heart to go on
Standing pensive and alone in the midst of 8
crowd, after the friends left me, A. Lower came
and invited me to go home with him. The key

of gympathy unlocked the springs of voy et
and deluged me with tears. And thex syupuls
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I think, must have been a participation of thy
feelings at the disappointment, for I have seemed
to cease feeling for myself on such occasions. So
long accustomed have I been to disappointments
in that way, and .so often convinced that true
ace and solid satisfaction arises from a sub-
jected will, and dwells only in a devoted heart,
that as to myself, it matters not where I am, @
how I fare, if I do but know that I am in the way
of duty. And the innocent reply of the child
Jesus to his mother seems applicable to the case
of every soul that is enlightened by his spirit :
'Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's
business.” :

The Monthly-meetings of this city are to be
held to-morrow and next day, and after that it is
probable I may feel released. And I think it
very probably the best thing for myself to be out
of the way in the hurry. and bustle of the sale at
Plumstead, thongh I was quite willing to have
been there, to assist others. I hope suitable help
will be procured for sister Sarah. There is no-
thing to be sold that I feel particularly desirous
sbout. I very much desive that all may be done
in peace and good will, and that the possession
of our individual rights of property may not
cause the slightest separation in natural affec-
tion ; for should that be the case, there may be
cause almost to regret that there was any thing
}:B; for us. l?iut at all events, I believe it wnele

me, considering my other engagements, ©
et my Izy:"’nd much %ntoyit, or to mg;%h\“% sk
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a merely temporal nature, at present; for it is
emphatically true that we cannot serve two mas-
ters. When 1'turn to take a’survey of the trials
and difficulties that may arise to my dear family
from my leaving them 8o much, I am always re-
called fgom such a view by a remembrance of
the blessings we have hitherto enjoyed in health
and peace, that 1 durst not for a moment ind

a thought to wander into a wish for myself m
any way, save that of becoming more resigned
to the Divine Will, which is the cross of Christ;
and to become acquainted with, and preserved
through the efficacy thereof from gross evil, and
eventually enabled thereby to overcome all the
fiery darts of the wicked one—the creaturely
will—is all that I can ask for my precious chil
dren, or thou, my dear companion. And the
farther I advance in heavenly mysteries, that is,
the more these are unfolded to me, the more 1
feel the responsibility of my standing ; that knowe
ing it is grace, divine favor, that has preserved
me hitherto, and enabled me to come thus far, I
am bound by all the ties of gratitude te believe,
that through the same favor I can go through the
;vhole process of regeneration, if I keep the
aith : :

 Through many dangets, toils and snares,
I have already come ;

*Twas grace that brought me safe thus far,
And grace shall lead me on”—

And also that all others may, through the .

means, obtain the same great end. 1 therdime

o
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desire above all things that my fellow beings

may become acquainted with it,.and walk in it,

lmi then all will do well.  Farewell at present.
. . . S.

LETTER LXIX.

Philadelphia, 4th mo. 21, 1829.
Dxar UncLe ANp AuNT:
A way now opens for me to address you, and
I may now inform, that widely as we have been
arated for many months past, by distance of
land, and widely as it may be supposed we are
8 ted in sentiment, I have deeply sympa-
thised with you in the trials that I am sensible
ou have had to endure. But as these things,
them rise apparently from what cause they
may, as to external sources, produce an effect on
the mind in that way we are disposed to receive
them, and as “all things will work together for
good to those that love the Lord,” I desire that
none of us may unprofitably look back, or dwell
in the present, but press on with a single eye to
the Creator’s glory, as the only way in which
true peace is to be found.

I may inform you of the decease of our dear
father, and the peaceful manner of his close,
which was on the 16th of last month. His
strength had been gradually giving way for two
or three years, and he frequently hed a'%wmd &
fainting fits, though I do mot know thet e nad
been confined to his bed a day et any time AWDY
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gome months. On First-day, the 14th, a number
of his friends and, neighbors visited him, and he
expressed the great satisfaction he felt in having
their company, which he often did on sach occa-
sions. That night he had an ill turn; brother
Samuel’s were sent for—he was better next day
—sat in his arm chair most of it—ate his supper,
and at an early hour retired to bed as usual. Mo-
ther went to him some little time after. He said
he did not feel like going to sleep, but lay very
comfortable. She went to bed and dro
asleep. About twelve o’clock he spoke to her,
and said he was going. She had brother Tho-
mas and wife aroused. He was much oppressed
with phlegm, but after taking some drink, lay
down, and quietly passed away. I was not at
home, having been engaged during the winter in
visiting meetings in the State of New-York, 1
had often felt a desire to be at home when this
change took place, but when I heard of it in the
city of New-};fork, it was with no other senss-
tion than that of solemn resignation.

The calmness that had pervaded his mind, for
the most part, for several years, and especially
for the last three, evinced that his sun was ap-
ﬁ}'oaching its horizon with increasing serenity.

hat he passed away with so little bodily suffer-
ing I think an unspeakable favor, so that instead
of mourning, there is cause to rejoice on his ac-
count ; and also to thank God and take courage,
that through the power and efficacy of redeem-
ing love, we may also experience that of weather-
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charge, and relieved-her so much that she said
she was as well as any of us; but so firm was'
the inflammation of that part of her system, that
though she, was,frequently relieved by the same
operation, yet it refused to yield to all our efforts,
and on Fourth-day evening last, ten minutes be-
fore nine o’clock, she quietly breathed her last,
in a sweet sleep. The manner of her departure
we rejoiced in, having been apprehensive she
would suffocate. I had been with her almost
continually from the time I was first called until
erhaps an hour and a half before she expired.
ot tEinking her end so near, I left her for the
purpose of obtaining a night’s sleep, and also
with the intention of taking the boat for New
Brunswick next morning, if there was not a
change in her, of which I had no foresight ; for
though from the nature of her disease, her close
might be expected at any hour, yet from her re-
maining strength, there appeared a possibility
of her living several weeks. On Sixth-day night
she foresaw her approaching end, which was
beautiful in her view, and attended with a me-
lody that broke forth in rapturous sounds. She
expressed the resignation aud love that filled her
soul, that her day’s work was done, and all was
well within. Her remains were taken to the
meeting-house yesterday at ten o’clock, and after
a meeting which may be called a solemn one,
conveyed to the last d);posit of mortality. John
Plummer, of Long Island, bore a short testirasug
Zo her religious worth, which was very
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to her friends. Thus closed a life, nearly all of
which has been devoted tothe cause of truth and
hteousness. With a mind that rose superior
to all the conflicting scenes of time, she endured
the accumulated and peculiar trials of her day,
and was blessed at last with that evidence of
acceptance with the Father, which is the crown
ﬁf _au. * » » . » » » »
) M. S.

LETTER LXXI.

. Buckingham, 1st mo. 18, 1830.
Dear BROTHER :

Thy answer to my last came duly to hand, and
shoulg have met its deserved return ere now,
but that it happened to arrive just after my harp
of social communication was laid by unstrung,
and domestic &ffairs engrossing my hands en-
tirely, left nothing but the thinking powers at
liberty, and these, too, rather inclinef to revolt
from thé past (as the stale manna) and every
thing connected with it, excepting that some-
#imes some of the sympathising ones with whom
I met in my travels come into view. Among
these is my dear friend A. L., and but for the
reason above assigned, I should have written to
her. I rather suppose that accumulating trials
have attended and still await her; but as trial

ves our faith, it is rather to be rejciced ™
than Jamented over; also, that whatever TOOTY-
fios or brings into subjection the cresture, sx0e
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same time exalts the Creator’s power ; therefore
whenever our fellow beings become the objects
of these trials, if we search sufficiently deep, we
shall discover the hand of Providence in, under
and through all. As to our dear departed Ma-
Tia, it feels of so little consequernce what is said
of her, that it is.less than the dust of the balance
in comparison with that resignation that paved
her way to a happier sphere. As for any thing
like a recantation, I do not believe a particle of
it, and feel sorry that the Ayena stalks in spirit
so boldly within our borders. Poor, dear P.! I
hope she will not be deterred from her duty
amidst the flattering temptations to compromise,
for the world in any of its allurements.

With little intermission, I have enjoyed more
than seven weeks at home, in which time we
have had the company of many of our friends;
but this dear domestic scene.must again be given
up. I have had a minute from the Monthly-
meeting ever since the Twelfth month last,
visiting the Western Quarter, and look to next
Sixth-day as the time for setting out;—expect to
go equipped in good order. *  * % *

- M.S.

LETTER LXXII.
Buckingham, 3d mo. 5, 1830.
Dear BROTHER :
Thou wilt doubtless think me very deficient
in attention, by my long silence, when I tell thee
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expected from a course of years devoted to the
cause of truth, in that way which his best judg-
ment dictated ‘and in’the sincerity of his heart he
believed correct; and from all that in my short
experience I have gathered as an evidence on
the mind, an approving conscience. It is that
sincerity that produces the feeling which is peace
through life, confidence in death, and fruition in
eternity.

4tH Mo. 20.—On looking at the date of the
foregoing, I find it is almost a month since I
commenced. Thy usual feeling and kind for
bearance, I trust, will make the allowance. In
terruption by company preventéd my finishing
it at the time, and the various duties of domestic
life afterwards. -

1 am now in Philadelphia. I have attended
the Yearly-meeting, which went on very much
in the usual way, and am staying to attend the
Monthly-meeting at Cherrry-street to-morrow.
It has been with pleasure that I have mingled
with much kindreg feeling among friends and
acquaintances—drinking from the same fountain
of life and love ; and it has been with instruction
I have viewed among these, some, who from 8
certain cause existing in animal feeling, have
manifested a repulsive coolness. The habitation
or dwelling-place of peace to my mind is in the
Truth; my hope is the firmness of that foun-
dation; and my consolation, the immutability

thereof ; and thus 1 feel, a8 it I8 expremed ™
Scripture, that “the name of the Lord (rs yre
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serving, supporting power) is a strong tower,”
unte which the soul can flee and find a safe re-
treat from the storms of contending passions, the
distraction of contested opinions, and the confu-
eion of different tongues; and from the height
of this retreat, looks forth upon others with a
hope . that all will eventuslly come, through the
Pprogressive stages or states of preparation,. into
the enjoyment of those internal privileges, which,
after all the struggles therefor, are felt to be the
gift of mercy, filling the heart of man with gra-
titude and love ; bursting every cord and op-
posing barrier, and coming forth in that kind of
expression which will most effectually relieve the
preesure ; and hence, though many hearing these,
might not comprehend the meaning thereof, the
is answered, and even that which might be
supposed a waste by some, proves the anointing
to others.
.. » * Since. coming to town it has
been my view to visit New-York again; but
whether it will amount to a personal visit to the
Yearly-meeting or not, is yet to determine ; and
it is not for me to make the choice. Ihave heard
nothing about the proceedings with you, except
the short sketch thou gave me, but cannot say
that I feel any solicitude on account thereof.
There is much, very much, to be done in abo-
lishing old things, in order to establish the new ;
and until old things are done away, all things
cannot become new, either in an individual or
collective capacity. . Therefore let every thing go
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the sword that is for the sword, saith thy

to the fife that is for the fire, and everythjngm
tionate sister, M.S,

LETTER LXXIV.

Buckingham, 6th mo. 22, 1830,
DEAr BroTHER :

I read thy last with peculiar satisfaction, asit |
expressed thy fondness for retirement, a dinm !
tion peculiarly calculated to produce that ki
of enjoyment befitting rational beings ; and the
mind that does not possess it, in some degree,
methinks must be a miserable waste, at least for
certain portions of time, and an utter stranger,
may I not say, to the true excellency of the sub--
lime precepts and doctrines of Jesus, whose
every sentence, in my view, goes t0 draw the
mind to an investigation of its own premises, the
contemplation of its own riches and worth, and
finally, to a settlement in itself, as the abiding
place of the soul, where all that a reasonable
being desires is found, and the new or spiritual
man dwells at Aoms. But I am sensible we may
retire from the crowd and the hurry of business
in a state far short of this; yet that retirement
and reflection are preparatory steps or instro-
ments thereto, I firmly believe; and the mind
that sets in that channel or course, becomes ha-
bituated thereto, so that in the midst of society

or the hurry of business, it knows 2 secret pw
vilion wherein it holds communion With its God.
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And to such a mind, I apprehend, there can be
no unfathomable mystery to PIy. into, no impene-
trable secret hanging over his fate ; for immuta-
ble is the foundation of his hopes, and to him it
is no cause of concern whether he realise as an
individual, in a region beyond the stars, those
fond hopes and expectations which serve as bea-
cons or talismans in the progressive work of his
day. He knows that the waters of life will be
forever and ever flowing, for the replenishing of
thirsty souls; and in the glorious certainty of this,
the creature manislost. * & *  ®

# . * We remain in health. I have the
great satisfaction of attending to domestic con-
cerns, with the assistance of my little girls, two
of whom go to school. This is the only pri-
vilege that I feel fearful of, as being particularly
calculated to ensnare my affections ; and I there-
fore know the necessity of a willingness to sacri-
fice it, whenever duty calls.

1 mentioned in my last the extracts from the
late Yearly-meeting, and the burthen it was to
me to hear them. I attended Falls Monthly-
meeting the same week, where they were read
again, which opened the way for some (I hope)
useful discussion. * . o+ @ M S.

16*
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LETTER LXXYV.

) Buckingham, 10th ma. 15, 1830,
DEAR BROTHER:

. . - # I feel but little to sa
respecting Society affairs at present. The
seem like something almost out of sight. New
meetings may be set up, and new orders of dis-
cipline instituted, and probably instead of ad-
vancing the great cause of truth and ri
ness in the earth, they will be additional impedi-
ments to individual improvement, which is the
basis of all reformation. " My almost constant
feeling, of late, has been & weariness of earthly
things, and a kind of sickening at the view of s
much bustle about religion, while there is evi-
dently so much of it lacking. ButI am notina
mood to say much at present. I am deliberating,
or rather I am waiting, to see whether the be-
lance will turn in favor of going to Baltimore. ot

» » » .

not. * »
M8

LETTER LXXVI.

Buckingham, 11th mo. 30, 1830.
Dear BroTHER :

* » . * In my last letter I men
tioned that I thought of going to Baltimore, but
was undetermined. I will now go back and in-
form thee of some circumstances that transpired
in the course of last summer. I think I informed
thee of the reading of the extracts from the
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Yearly-meeting in the Monthly-meeting, last
Sixth month ; that I expressed my feelings fully
on the occasion, 'and'had received a visit from a
Friend on account of my so doing. We had
considerable conversation on the subject, and
finding he could not convince me of an error,
and further, that I justified the ground I had
taken, he left me, after saying it was not worth
while for us to talk any more. The Friend was
—— L. He had been in the habit of calling and
conversing freely on subjects connected with
Society, and though we did not agree in opinion
respecting the ordinances thereof, we had always
been Perfectly friendly, and I had no thought of
that circumstance interrupting our social inter-
course, at the time ; but so it proved ;—he never
called again. At the Monthly-meeting in the
Eighth month, I mentioned a feeling of duty to
attend Ohio, Indiana and Baltimore Yearly-
meetings, and some meetings as way opened in
the journey. After receiving the free concur-
rence of the women’s meeting, I went to the
men’s, and informed them of the prospect. I
think —— L. was the first one that spoke, saying
he did not feel that unity to flow through his
mind that would warrant him in expressing it.
Several gave their assent to my going, and seve-
ral others expressed they had no disposition to

vent me from it. One saw no further about
it than to appoint a committee to confer with me,
and adjourn the Monthly-meeting. .
united with that, as did several otlgxers. My im-
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pressions became very strong that this course
was the effect of prior disaflection, and that some
secret plan'was concealed underneath ; and after
expressing that impression, without objecting to
the proposed conference, I informed them I
thought it best for me to leave them to a
among themselves on the subject, which I then
did, and the meeting afterward dividing into
three parts, viz : unity, disunity, and disapproba-
tion of a committee of conference upon the
und that it was the peculiar province of this
onthly-meeting to decide in such cases. Thus
they could come to no point but a negative on
my proposition.

My feelings were acute on the occasion, that
within the compass of three short yoars, those
who had professedly supported my claim to
liberty of conscience, against the stern front of
church power, had opposed, in the course of the
term above named, a committee of the same kind
as now proposed, should take such a stand in the
face of all their former pretensions to unity and
fellowship, was rather more than I expected.
However I was bound, they had put on those
very shackles as a pretext for setting me at
liberty, and I must proclaim independence at
once if I did not submit. I was blessed in feel-
ing that I had done my duty, and that if it should
be my duty to proceed without the meeting’s
concurrence, I was bound in the covenant of life
to obey. My mind remained calm, and without
an evidence of more being required, until the



MARTHA SMITH. 1M

time of Tenth month Monthly-meeting drew
nigh, when I looked forward to renewing, or ra-
ther informing them again of ‘an expectation of
attending Baltimore Yearly-meeting, and went
to the Monthly-meeting in full expectation of so
doing ; but the thing died so completely with me,
that I had no liberty to mention it. I then sup-
posed it was all over, and that the three hung so
entirely together that I was not permitted to di-
vide what had been a united concern. For some
days after the Monthly-meeting these were my
thoughts ; but then Baltimore again appeared,
with the view that I could go to Philadelphia,
get on board the steamboat, and land in the for-
mer place at evening, and there was no reason-
able excuse why I should not comply. It would
not be a direct violation of discipline, at least not
an unprecedented one. I could go without any
icular companion ; thus no one need be im-
plicated with me; and thus the balance stood
when I last wrote to thee, while I watched the
preponderating beam without any anxiety as to
the event, when it turned in favor of going.
Though undecided in the evening as to setting
out, on waking next morning early, feeling rather
confirmed, I arose and prepared; a friend that
was going, having offered me a conveyance to
Philadelphia, ealled, and we proceeded.
1 felt no pleasure in any external circumstance
attending it, in anticipation, well knowing the
rooted veneration for what is termed the
order, to have overspread the Society almost e o
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leprosy ; but knowing also that my safety de-
pended upon the frowns rather than the smiles
of men, under the present state of things, I
was induced'to' rejoice'in sécret that I was once
more reduced to the necessity of stemming the
current-of popularity.

* & & Tattended the sittings of both
select and Yearly-meetings, had free, open ser-
vice therein, and, upon the whole, never enj
such a season more. Attended Philadelphia
Quarterly—meetin%,( also Abington Quarter, on
my return. The Yearly-meeting was said to be
one of the most harmonious that had ever beea
attended. It wasindeed somewhat remarkable;
but how often have we seen the severest storms
succeed the serenest days. I rather think our
cousin is on the improving hand, and if So-
ciety does not get alarmed, lay hands too sad-
denly upon him, and so interrupt his progrees,
he may become perfected into an instrument of
true honor in the cause of righteousness. .* . ®

M.8.

LETTER LXXVII.

Buckingham, 2d mo. 27, 1831.
Dl:n BroTHER :

* * There are two para in
thy last that I consider worth npdire%:apr:.ply.
First, as to the motives of my friend L,
thy observations may be just, for aught I know;
those on the connection of the various members

inf

ex)

h
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of the mind, or inner man, I think perfectly so ;
and as the members of the body are all and each
set in operation by an instinctive influence of
the brain (so said,) the peculiar inhabitant of the
head, so all the members of the soul are set in
operation by that intelligence which is the first
fruit of intellectual life, and proceeds from the
head or fountain of that life, they will operate in
harmony together; and that faculty called reason,
or the capacity for reasoning, comparing, and
forming conclusions, 80 as to fix a true judgment,
being the staple or key which turns and sustains
the whole. As all the powers or faculties of the
mind are kept within the sphere of its attractive
influence, the balance is kept up, and a proper
equilibrium of the powers and propensities is
experienced. For there is not one true enjoy-.
ment but what is rational, and there can be no
real sorrow of soul but out of the divine har-
mony. But such are the effects of education ;—
beclouded views, bewildering opinions, and ima-
ginations fostered in the fire of zeal which is not
according to true knowledge—that it seems as if
the true tone of the soul might be lost amidst the
variety of impressions that enter it through the
medium of the two -animal senses, seeing and
hearing. Perhaps it is out of this wilderness
state of things that the true church will eventu-
ally emerge, fair as the sun, whose dazzling
brightness would put out or destroy the vision of
those who should be so injudicious as to gaze on
its full, blazing orb, yet clear as the moon to thosa
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who view her as reflecting her light on all the
heavenly host; and, terrible as an army with
batiners, ' arrayed in' ‘all 'the” dignity of Truth,
marching with a firm, steady and even step, her
banners the olive and white, emblems of peace
and righteousness, bearing down upon all false
ﬁrgtensions, and deceptive appearances of re-
on.
ngo return to - L. Of the effects of his
sudden turn of feeling and manners on my mind,
I can say but little. % have not been sensible of
its praducing an injurious effect thereon, but it
furnished it with another evidence of .the dupli-
city of man, while under the ministration of an
outward law, which I see so much of that I have
feared it would beget a jealousy in me, that may
eat out what is called eharity, but which I beligve
amounts to no more than & kind of benevolent
allowance for the frailties of humanity. For
true charity I believe to be that divine feeling
which embraces the souls of mankind, without
seeing even the wickedness of their ways. *
* *o» * I may inform thee that we
have just returned from a visit to the. meetings
of the Western Quarter;—I received the ap-
probation of our Monthly-meeting in the First
month, * . *  In this little tour we
enjoyed entire harmony of feeling, both in the
social and religious part of it, though we had to
encounter something which it is better not to
commit to paper. All these thing, 1 i, we
of little or no consequence 1o Mme When they w
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ast ; the motive that 1 have had being simply to
do my duty, whatever attends me therein; whe-
ther good'or bad/ (so-'called;) I'feel to receive as
afising out of the nature of things, and -all
equally beneficial in their time and place. And
here I understand the application of a language
in Scripture: ‘“ Oh! that my people were wise ;
that they would consider this: often to ‘think of
their latter end,” (or last end,) the object of all
our hopes and wishes. The last and highest end
of our desires is happiness, which is distinguished
by everlasting happiness, as that will endure for-
ever. \TO come then to the simple point of fear-
ing God and keeping his commandments, or, in
other words, so have our wishes and desires cir-
cumscribed within the limits of the present mo-
ment—we come to be released from anxiety as
to how we shall fare on the morrow, and finding
herein that to do the best we can at the present
makes way for the future ; and by a right under-
standing of this, there is ability furnished to
improve therein, and thus the kingdom of Hea-
ven is within the sphere of our comprehension
and attainment. * * * » *

M. S.

—

LETTER LXXVIIL

Plumstead, 11th mo. 30, 1831.
Dear BroTHER :
* * * ] suppose rumor hies been \ovd
afar off, as it has been near home, respecing
16 '
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me : but it is long since its slanderous tongue has
had any, effect upon my-feelings, except to add
still further to the many evidences we have had,
how much mankind, in an unregenerate state,
are disposed to leave their own vineyards in
neglect, to look after those of their neighbors;
also how entirely incapable such are of compre-
hending the purposes of those whose time and
talents are no longer at their own control. .
12ru mo. 13.—I take up the pen in order to
finish this letter ; for recollections of my neglect
continually reproach me therewith. It is mostly
an effort for me to write upon subjects relating to
Society, as I deem it important that what is put
upon paper, of a sentimental character, should
be substantially useful; and feeling to have lost
the idea that a sub-society, with all its operations,
can be of much more use to the universal society
of mankind, I do not attach much consequence
to them in any way, and none as to myself. Re-
formation after reformation has already shown
us, that those bodies, shortly after stepping out
of the mother church and establishing themselves
in power, begin to practice upon their own
members what they felt to be oppressive, and
for which they had come out from under the
yoke ; that such is the light and intelligenee of
mankind dt this day, that each one who is faith-
ful may see the importance of standing uj
their own feet, and walking erect, insteadP‘:'
leaning upon others or lingering with the multi-
tude. * * . » . M. S.
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LETTER LXXIX.

. Plumstead).5th mo. 3, 1832.
Dear BROTHER : :
- . » * Thee mentions E. H.
being in New-York. I can wish him God speed,
for whatever his private sentiments as to the
practical operation of internal light may be, I
trust it must always be a leading point in his
preaching ; and if he should sometimes deny it
when it comes forth, because of the place or
manner of its appearance, it is no more than
others before him have done who were highly
gifted in the light of gmphecy; and I rather
think with Paul, that I rejoice ‘if Christ be
Eteached, even through contention and strife,”
oping there will always be discriminating minds
amongst the hearers, who will catch the truth,
and gather the wheat that falls, although there
may be an almost beclouding quantity of chaff
blowing around. * * £ S.
M. S.

LETTER LXXX.

Plumstead, 5th mo. 17, 1832.
Dgar BROTHER :

. * * IfI go to New-Youk, I should
be at least on my way as far as Greenville, and
that is now my prospect ; though from the entire
silence on the subject in thy last, I conclude thee
thinks there is nothing auspicious to be expected
in New York from such a vigit. But as o wy-
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self, I find such an abstractedness of mind, thgt
the whole\world @appearsito-be out of view, and
I stand -accountable as a moral agent to God
alone ; that as such an agent to such a Power,
or vested with such a trust, the work of the soul’s
salvation, or the -securing of eternal substance
by the means given, is the work of my day. And
shall I, coward like, forsake the path of duty,
and enquire of a frowning world whether I had
better act up to the trust, or turn traitor and em-
bezzle the Master’s goods, his rightful due; or,
taking that portion of them which He giveth me
into a far country, riot thereon in the smiles of
Society favor and the transient gleam of worldly
applause? I feel not the slightest temptation to
such a step, and amidst the jar that fills the
streets of Babylon, hear not, and amidst all the
wares of her merchants, see nothing inviting.
One entire calm pervades my mind as to the re-
sult thereof, and I unite with thy views, as ex-
pressed in thy last, respecting the utility of the
venerable old fabric. 'Whilst there is one corner
of one of its most extended wings that will shel-
ter the lame, the halt and the blind with safety, I
say, let it stand. It seems almost as though this
last solitary refuge would be destroyed by the
misguided zeal of those who are striving to sus-
tain the entire pile. Thus their veneration for
the decayed parts, may endanger that which is
Yetsound. * . » . * *
I have wandered widely from the wdges
pon which I commenced, but would not e
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thee suppose that this digression is the result of
any distrust of thy entire good will and regard
for the welfare-of thy sister, but'rather conclude
that business of greater importance than reli-
gious squabbles have occupied thy attention. *
* 1 shall probably leave home on Fourth-

day, and shall be pleased, on my arrival at New-
ark, to meet thee on the wharf, or, if' it will

suit thy convenience, at New Brunswick.
: M.S

~

LETTER LXXXI

Plumstead, 8th mo. 1, 1832.
Dear BroTHER : ) .

- *ooo» * We have been looking
witly some anxiety for more than a week for a
letter from thee, until this evening we heard one
had been received by Dr. Wilson, bearing intel-
ligence of the death of Dr. H., a stroke which
I suppose must fall heavy upon thy feelings, and
has somewhat aroused our apprehensions for thy
safety; and although, as I observed in a former
letter, the health of our neighborhood holds out
no very flattering inducement as a retreat, yet
from Dr. Stephens’s remdrks, there is reasan to
hope that Cholera will not find subjects much
exposed to its assaults, in the free, open atmos-
phere of the country. * * .o

8ta mo. 2.—This day I received thine of the
30th of last month, the reading of wimen g
deeply Jaaﬂfcted my feelings, from experiment
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knowledge of the emotions occasioned by losing
a near and intimate friend, one whose mental en-
dowments and habits'of life rendered her both an
ornament and valuable member of the commu-
nity. Sach, es those who best knew her can
testify, was Sarah, wife of H. B. E.; and evenat
this distant period, the blank that is left in so-
ciety by her removal, at times, when brought
into view, casts a shade of sorrow over my mmd
which is followed by a copious flow of sympa-
thy. From the character thee gives of thy late
friend, Dr. H., it appears like a promising fruit-
tree suddenly torn up and destroyed by a ruthless
tornado. Such losses continue to be felt, long
after the circumstances which produced them
have been forgotten. The separation from those
whose attractive virtues have entwined them in-
timately into our better feelings, in despite of
our firmest philosophy and fullest belief in the
propriety of all the dispensations of Providence,
our weaker natures often mourn, as for a severed
limb. But I will leave the touching subject.
The present time emphatically recalls the lan-
guage—*‘ Weep not for those that are gone, but
for those that remain;” if there is indeed any
time to stand and weep. It has been with me
for some weeks past rather a time of serious,
sober perseverance in social and domestic duties.
I bave for years believed it of the greatest mo-
ment, that our day’s work be done in the da

time; and thus if obedience keep pace Wlli
knowledge, we shall none of us have any thing
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to fear from Death, but can rather look to it as
8 rest for the soul, wearied with the toils, anxie-
ties and vicissitudes inseparable from its tenure
in an carthly, tabernacle; finds,repose on the pil-
lowed feeling of having been faithful to the best
of its ability. M. 8.

LETTER LXXXII.

Plumstead, 12th mo. 20, 1832.
Dear BroTheR:

T * * Worldly cares break in and
derange that fitness of things, which, if uninter-
rupted, would render the moral world an Eden.
So delicate is that fincly constructed musical in-
strument, the human mind, that the least touch
of a key out of the right order, disturbs the me-
lody ; hence so much discord and mangling (if I
may so term it,) instead of that musica?harmony
which soothes and softens the passions, refines
the feelings and exalts the heart. There can be
no study more interesting than the construction
thereof; and for man to become intimately ac-
quainted with the nature of his own mind, and
to keep it properly attuned, is certainly accom-
plishing the end of his Leing; that true indeed is
ene of the answers in the Catechism: *“ The chief
end of man is to glorify God and enjoy him”—
corresponding also with a passage in Scripture :
« O! that my people were wise ; that they would
consider this, often to think of their latter end.”
The latter or ultimate end of maun’s pecular cha-
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racter and endowments being happiness, to be-
come fully acquainted with his mental powers,
and to condéntrate' theri-all upon the one grand
point, is to glorify or display the greatness of
that First Cause, or moving principle of intelli-
gence, called God, and thus called because it is
the supreme object of love and veneration to
every enlightened mind. Hence the substantial
enjoyment arising from the true understanding
and. application of his immortal powers ; and thys
we see the importance of every preliminary step,
as “O! that my people were wise,” &c.—that
they would be wise enough to ponder the letters
of the spiritual alpbabet, and become capable of
recognizing them at the first’ glance, however
complicated and interwoven into words and sen-
tences, or in more simple terms, attend to those
innate impressions which bring a sensible degree
of satisfaction to the mind. Thus, by strict at-
tention and obedience, the spiritual or mental
sense of feeling becomes so quick, that they are
1eadily understood, and so the slightest deviation
is perceived by the discord, or sense of sadness,
that is felt. In this way, I conceive, we may
account for many of the actions of the newly
awakened, where things are done seemingly un-
important, and oft times insignificant, to those
around, yet of the highest consequeunce to the
child of faith; and, to return to the simile of the
music, the characters or signs on the note-book,
I suppose all teach the variety of keys required
to make up one harmonious whole. It is some-
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what singular that such a comparison should
gtesent, but, it |did so| inthat-way that I never
isregard without compuncuon *
Now, when we consider the progress of mea-
sures taken for the help and amendment of so-
ciety, that a resort to committees has been the
last pacific resource, we have every reason to
beheve that some momentous issue awaits us.
And here T break in upon the subject to acknow-
led-ge the gratitude T feel in that my hold on
society is broken off, and that the confidence I
once had in the bulldmg is now transferred to
the great Builder alone ; that let what come that
may in a collective capacity, the glorious privi-
lege of individual labor, and the blessed reward

of 1nd1v1dua1 faithfulness, remains to us all. *
. . » . » » M. S.

LETTER LXXXIII.

Plumstead, 6th mo. 16, 1833.

Dear BroTaeR :

. b * T have been this afternoon to
a meeting appointed by one of the Christian bre-
thren, at a school-house in Milton ; but the house
being too small to contain the audience, we sat
lmdel the shade of the trees, and had a solemn,
imstructive meeting. There is a peculiar fehcnty

of feeling when we meet as brethren under the
broad canopy of heaven, or within walls un-
known to the rigid rules of sectarian order. If
the speaker, too, is unbiassed by them, the train

\
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of his disceurse, harmonising with feelings of
ure and untrammelled devotion, leads the mind
imperceptibly/away from thosé sensations which
are so_foreign to the benign influence of the
gospel. * » » » » - »

I was interested in the concerns of your
Yearly-meeting, which thou had the kindness to
communicate to me, but was surprised to find
still remaining such traces of superstitious vene-
ration for a yearly which I have long sincs
travelled out of orlost. But so itis with us;—
on a cursory view we are almost astonished to
find that others do not see. and feel just as we do,
when a moment’s reflection silences the busy
“ meddler with other people’s concerns,” and
we travel on in the sphere of our own.

Our Quarterly-meeting was the most uninte-
resting I ever remember to have sat in. It was
mostly silent, except the reading of the extracts,
and a labored general epistle from the Yearly-
mecting. The evident decline of life in those
letter-learned essays, as well as the whole of our
established system, is manifest, like every thing
else in created nature subject to decline, and
methinks all that is wanting to reconcile the

eople to their dissolution, is a right understand-
ing thereof ; and not taking this view of it, many
are mourning, and lamenting, like ‘ women
weeping for Tamar.” Anxious to find out the
cause, the more sincere-hearted are ready te
conclude the fault is in themselves, and go with
their heads bowed down like a bulrush., Others
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lay the fault upon their fellow travellers, for the
neglect of duty, and the observance of the rites
comipatable to “ days and times ;”’ and hence the
stream of light:and intelligence has to make
1t8 progress through bogs, quagmires, rocks and
rubbish of the various dispositions of which the
human mind is composed. Yet, glorious hope,
or rather glorified certainty, through these it is
working its way, like the gentle but powerful
stream from a living spring, to the vast ocean
from which it is originally supplied. = M. S.

LETTER LXXXIV.

Philadelpkia, 9th mo. 17, 1833.
DeAr BrOTHER: )

b » * The subject alluded to in thy
last, that has agitated our Socicty in a particular
manner, and seems to have excited considerable
iriterest in the public mind, is one that has never
claimed a serious thought of mine. The deci-
sion may be fraught with important consequences
to general society, in which we must all partake.
If judicial decisions should deprive us of all our
places of worship, (so called,) those decisions
cannot interfere with the hallowed temple of the
heart, and that is the only place of worship that
I believe in. Therefore, for myself, I have no-
thing to fear, but a common sympathy for those
to whom the loss of the outer court would be
like the loss of the right eye or arm. Trusting
in that power which rightly regulates all thingg,
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I can see that those very idols are what must be
destroyed ; and those pleasant places, the groves
that must be'\cut|down) inCordexito establish the
true worship of the living God. * . s *

"LETTER LXXXV.

Plumstead, 3d mo. 22, 1835.
Dear BROTHER :

LA * Well, the winter season bas
passed away, but we hear little as yet of the
singing of birds, only occasionally, for a day or
two. The winter season is one of peculiar en-
Jjoyment to me, and I look back with pleasure to
the past one, in which the cares of a family com-
posed of fifteen, sink into oblivion, and the hours
during the day, snatched from more active du-
ties, to sit and sew by the window, in a comfort-
able room, the long evenings, and mornings
lengthened by rising from one to two hours be-
fore the sun,—only remain as happy mementos
of cares and comforts concentrated to the narrow
confines of in-door existence. Every season of
the year is exquisitely charming, but the wide-
spread cares of spring and summer take off
something from the enjoyment of those seasons,
whilst the outward dreariness of winter is com-
pensated by the opportunity afforded for retire-
ment and reflection. It appears to me that the
winter of life must partake of that kind of serene
enjoyment, to those whose time and talents have
been rightly employed. M. S.
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LETTER LXXXVI.

: ' | Plumstead, 8th mo. 23, 1835.
Dear BroTaER:

ko *  Thy reference ta P. for
information respecting any subject of importance
which may have recently occurred in Society,
bespeaks a declining interest on thy part, upon
those topics, perhaps about equal to my own ;
for, in fact, when at home, my domestic duties so
entirely engross my attention, that I rarely think
of them enough to ask questions and attend to
the answers. When 1 consider the vast revolu-
tion 'that has taken place in the little sphere of
my own mind in that respect, I am induced to
examine the ground minutely upon which I now
stand ; and under the examination, I have seen,
that having made every sacrifice that was called
for, and performed every duty required, to the
best of my understanding and ability, in my
earlier years, I now feel it a great blessing to be
released therefrom and left at liberty to attend
to those temporal duties which I once could and
did relinquish for the higher ones of a more spi-
ritual nature. And though my heart occasion-
ally expands with a prospective view of distant
friends and distant lands, with the glorious testi-
mony of light, liberty and truth, yet not feclin
the expediency of permanently going forth 'witﬁ
that testimony, the mind returns as to an anchor
in port, the hope and the belief that kindred
spirits commingle, the world over, and that the
testimony above is being proclaimed and will be

17 '
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proclaimed, though I may not again pass the
threshold of my door on such a mission. * *

24Ta—EVENING.—Having accomplished the
business of the day, I lop a few minutes from
my pillow to finish this letter. We have some
most appalling accounts in our late papers re-
specting the riots in Baltimore, of which thou
art doubtless apprised through the same channel:
I do not feel any comment to make on the sub-
ject. An account of the destructive fires in your
city, I also read in the same paper, and was
thinking, whilst I was reading, whether any of
thy particular friends were sufferers. But some
one’s frierids were, most certainly ; and making
the case our own will teach us to fecl for all the
afflicted as brethren. * * » » »

M. S.

LETTER LXXXVII.

Solebury, 9th mo. 10, 1836.
DeAr BrOTHER :

Again my mind has come to the point of ad-
dressing thee through this medium. But what
shall Isay? To go back and retrace the past
for scveral months, I fear, would require more
nerve than I have at command ; for I must ac-
knowledge that the severing from that chain
which encircles our natural affections on earth,
(2lluded to in thy sympathising letter of Sth
mo.,) the interesting link of a daughter, whose
every virtue appeared to expand with her de-
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clining health, and whose real worth shone forth
in more conspicuous colors with her setting sun,
has shaken my fortitude to the last degree ; yet
when 1 'contemplate ' her’'tranquil decline and
close, the many cares, anxieties and penalties in-
separable from this state of existence, from
which she is now removed, there is nothing but
joy and gladness on her account. Still, the affect-
ing recollection of every scene in which she
acted a part, or was in some way connected,

seems tp revive with increased force, as thoughts
of her sufferings fade away in the distance of
time. The lone situation of her companion, too,
thus widowed ere his twenty-fifth year was com-
pleted—but it is useless to dwell upon subjects
which thus press upon the affections. * * *

. M.S.

"LETTER LXXXVIII.

Solebury, 9th mo. 12, 1836.

Mv Esteemep Cousin :

. » * * My next apology is
that our daughter, whose declining health had
-claimed much of my attention during the last
winter, and exclusively so from the first week
in the Fifth month, deceased in two days after
I received it.

Her mind had appeared to be uniformly tran-
?ml and, we have reason to believe, prepared

or the event that ensued. Her close was so-
lemnly serene, and for her we have cause to
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rejoice. But the severing of such a- Jink in the
chain of human connections, proved more keenly
affecting than I had anticipated, and my mind
seemed constrained to-yield its stronger energies,
for a time, to the influence of the affections.
She had been married about eighteen months
to an interesting companion, whose youth, and
consequent inexperience in the vicissitudes of
life, render him, in a peculiar manner, an object
of our deepest sympathy and solicitude. But
he has been abundantly favored with the forti-
tude of a Christian, under a bereavement, which,
in anticipation, he almost concluded would be
insupportable. Her age was twenty-one yea.n,
two months and two weeks. - *

And now, with respect to the momentous sub-
ject which involves the happiness of millions now °
in existence and millions yet unborn, what can
we say ! Though I fully unite with thee in dis-
approving the position which some appear to
take, of keeping still, because of the excitement,
which they are pleased to term the whirlwind
and fire, I believe with them, and rejoice in it,
that oppression will cease as regards African
slavery, and they will be free. But as to such
an event coming about without the requisite
means, or without excitement, it is not to be ex-
pected. On the contrary, in the very nature of
things, that keen ‘sense of wrong implanted in
the rational mind by its beneficent Creator, must
ever rise indignant in proportion as that wrong
becomes manifest. Hence all the zeal that has
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happy conse%uences resulting from the course
she took. hat while I disunite with every
thing like\/that| fearful (apprehiension of mind
which recognizes - giants and anakims in every
appearance that has not been fully tested by ex-
Ferience, T approve of each individual proving
or himself the firmness of the ground, by set-
ting his foot thereon before he trusts his whole
weight. And as the sincere mind is always on
the watchtower, it marks every movement of
importance in its different subjects, and hence
receives a qualification to act with promptnes
and decision, agreeably to the necessities of the
case. : .

There are certain temperaments in the human
family, which take fire as it were at the opposi-
tion or apathy which they discover in others with
regard to some all-absorbing subject. When
people go about to prevent excitement, they
would do well to study the best mcans fur
doing it, or they may doubly increase the fer-
ment, while they suppose themselves in the act
of allaying it.

The interest I took in the subject last spring
was quite involuntary, or rather the active steps
I toolk therein ; and it is possible I may not
again see cause publicly to identify myself with
the Abolitionists ; but the testimony I have 10:5
held against slavery and oppression, if carr
out, strikes at the very root of the matter; but
there is where some of us fail, and balk the tes
timony, in our religious orders, in our every dsy
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intercourse with men, or our domestic circle. In
the present imperfect order of things, there is
much to deplore, yetwecertainly shall not ad-
vance much in reform, either as respects Society
errors or self defects, if we stand contemplating
‘them too much. The path of improvement leads
-on, as said Christ, “ Go and sin no more,” and
hap&ily for mankind, there is no more required
of them than to live aright in the present time.
To-day, is the divine injunction, and “take no
thought for the morrow ; let the morrow take
thought for the things of itself;” plainly indi-
cating that the present moment is the time for
us to occupy our talents, and to occupy them
aright. The next moment, or the next circum-
stance that calls for our exertions of mind, or ac-
tion of limb, truth will appear with greater or
clearer light, as the nature of the case may re-
‘quire. - Faith, confirmed in the hope of success,
gives energy to the mind, and in that it rises
above the difficulties at which it would otherwise
stumble, or perhaps utterly fall. And now I
would that all might be encouraged to persevere
in what they find to do.
Affectionately, thy cousin, M. S.

LETTER LXXXIX.

’ " New- York, 4th mo. 28, 1837.
My DEeAR JANE :

The circumstance of a brother’s indisposition
required my attention in this city immediately
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after my return home from Philadelphia; in con-
sequence of which, I was obliged to forego the
satisfaction of attending our little Anti-Slavery
meeting, which took place the same day I left
Pennsylvania'j. land also'that of seeing and hear-
ing C. C. Burleigh scattering the seeds of con-
victive evidence through our sectivn of the
country, in the powerful arguments he produces
against slavery itself, as the corrupt tree, the
branches and fruit of . which being of the same
nature, must or will of necessity, in the nature
of things, bring forth all the consequences which
facts and observation are continually spreading
before the view of an awakened and awakening
public. Those seeds being sown in the mind,
require all the attention of its possessor, to che-
rish and bring them forth into view in effective
action. And every thing in the order of nature
goes to prove, not only the utility, but the abso-
lute necessity, of co-operation as a means of car-
rying on the designs of our Creator. The same
Power that has furnished the ground, sends forth
his instruments to sow the seed—breaks forth
with the warming influences of the sun, in the
expansion of that feeling of benevolence and
humanity which impels us to embrace every op-
portunity for mitigating the afflictions of our fel-
low beings. In this sympathy of feeling we
have an evidence of our affinity, as children of
one common Parent, the diffusion of whose di-
vinity runs through the various channels of con-
nection, as the vital stream, passing through the
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heart of the animal system, invigorates and sup-
ports every member thereof. . How corrupt and
corrupting, then, has been and forever must be
the influence that has gone to derange a system
created to harmonise in all its parts.© Behold, in
the first instance, a disposition to counteract the
divine command ; next, an active acquiescence,
by partaking of a forbidden thing ; and how soon
was it carried out in forcibly slaying what
seemed to stand as an obstacle in the way of its
full enjoyment. - Here may be seen the origin,
progress and end of a spirit that is emphatically
called a liar and a murderer. Solemn, then, is
the consideration, that this spirit of evil can only
act through the medium of man, an intelligent,
accountable being. If by watchfulness and
grayer alone, then, we are to be preserved from

ecoming instruments in perverting the benevo-
lent designs of Providence, we are most so-
lemnly called upon so steadily to walk in that
light which hath enlightened the understanding
of .man, as to perceive amid the various occur-
rences of the day in which we live, what we have
to do. 1If, in such a walk, the leading concern
of the mind is to do whatsoever is right, I must
conclude there is no danger of being misled, but
that the secret aspiration of the soul being thus:
 Thy will, and not mine, be done’’—the animal
machine, together with the whole body of intel-
lectual powers, will come into co-operation with
the moving principle thereof, which is Love. But
if instead of this, the fear of man, in any of i

e
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transformations, have its seat in the mind, and
rule there, then indeed are we in danger on
every hand/j-in"danger’ of strengthening the
bonds of iniquity, in that our feet, our hands and
our tongues are not used in bearing testimony
against it; in danger of destroying our own
peace, and forever closing the door of mercy on
ourselves, by standing aloof when we might enter
in thereat;—and thus, instead of realising s
continual increase of light and understandi
of quietness and assurance in our minds, of fai
and confidence in the power of truth, we volun-
tarily place ourselves on the ground where every
opposite of those inestimable privileges may
constantly assail us. These things I write es
belonging or applicable to a mind that %as an
ear to hear the language of the spirit. And in
counsideration of these things, I have found it
both needful and ex‘Pedient to avail myself of
every opportunity of getting information that
may confirm my faith herein, as regards the
Anti-Slavery cause. In this, many steps that I
have taken may seem to be merely casual, and
to gratify a curiosity to hear; but they have been,
in fact, to me, acts of religious duty ; for such I
am bound to consider every duty devolving on
one who duly considers his or her ways. And
however slight the impression may have been,
in every instance I have met with an ample
reward.
# # & * The three bodks partiew
lar]y named for my own perusa), L brought Wi
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me, and found much enjoyment in reading them
to my brother, and another, friend, unto whom I
found freedom to introduce the subject. For,
my dear J., in most places where I have called
amongst my acquaintances, I have not found
that freedlom. Why it is so, perhaps we have
not need to inquire. There is a peculiar grati-
fication in finding those we love, and with whom
we have fellowship in some things, united with
us in ALL things wherein we feel a deep interest.
Perhaps this is not always best for us, as by be-
ing disappointed herein, we may be brought into
an acquaintance with others of the fold and flock
of Christ, and thus, as such acquaintance in-
creases, our views may become enlarged, and
our hearts expanded, into regions of society we
had otherwise never known.

There is every reason to suppose I shall re-
main here, on my brether’s account, until after
the A. S. Convention. If so, I shall rejoice in
that circumstance, as something of a counterba-
lance to those I have to regret herein. I would
now desire heartily to congratulate those devoted
sisters, A. E. and S. M. Grimke, in that they
have given themselves up for the gromotion of
a cause that is evilly spoken of, and that, too, in
a‘'way that the superficial, the worldly, and the
sectarian, seem to stand prepared to condemn;
hoping that whereunto they Eave attained, they
may continue to walk by the same rule, and mind
the ‘same thing. ‘ M. S.

&
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LETTER XC.

Kimberton;, 3d mo. 10, 1838.
My DeAr FamiLy: : '

- » » * We have been blessed
beyond what we could have asked, in meeting
that welcome, wherever we have come, that
makes us feel at once at home ;—in finding also

-

27 an entrance to the hearts of the people when
‘A gssembled. And though I have rarely foynd |

!
1

myself on a journey of this kind before, in which -

I had not a more distinct view given of each
day’s work or destination before it arrived, yet
I never felt more calm in resting in the present
moment. * . = * 0» .
o M. 8.
LETTER XCI.

Plumstead, 7th mo. 11, 1838,
My Dear Frienp :

We were much gratified yesterday by the re-
ceipt of a letter from thee, bearing post-mark of
June 29; or rather, I may say, quite disappointed
in the reading of it, to find nothing about Me-
tilda, or any other earthly subject. And though
thou wast in New-York at the time of the Yearly-
meeting, and no doubt heard somewhat of its
transactions—not onre word thereon ; not even
to say how they get along at that, or any other
time, without P. I. Merritt, whose loss I thought
the Friends of that Monthly-meeting would feel
very sensibly, as she appeared to stand in the
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ﬁap between rigid disciplinarians and those who
appened to offend against them. Not a word
about our\deav friends) Anndl.and Martha Lef-
ferts, in their bereaved state ; neither of thy own
family, in whose welfare we feel a particular
interest. But, for myself, I can excuse thy si-
lence on those subjects, seeing thy mind is all
engrossed on what, from thy writing, would ap-

ar to be an entirely new subject, and of which

should be glad to hear something more from
thee. Is it really new to thy mind, that the attri-
butes of Deity, as displayed in the life and cha-
racter of Jesus, really and substantially testify
of him as the first-born of many brethren, or the
first representative of the church, in whom was
begotten, or in whom dwelt, that perfect love
that enabled him to withstand the temptations
unto which bumanity is liable ; therein evincing
to a dark and bewildered world, that the same
doctrine which was implied in the law given to
Adam in Eden, was the alone way of salvation.
Hence, to those who had fallen under the curse,
or in cohsequence of the state of things brought
about by his failure, or disobedience, that world
of sin and iniquity in which mankind has be-
come involved. To such, the adoption of that
doctrine or law became, and still becomes, the
only way of redemption. Hence the adorable
Jesus stands the one mediator, or visible and
sensible medium, by which the rational mind
comes to a knowledge of God. By embracing
his doctrines and obeying his precepts, we come

18



206 LETTERS OF

into union and communion with him. Hence
the testimony of Paul: “I live, yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me.” Hence that abhorrence and
loathing 'of’'the soul(that has-come to an under-
standing of these things)for every thing of an
opposite nature; and hence that longing to de-
part therefrom, and to be with, or conformed
‘wholly to, Christ.

" But if thy views have changed on that subject,
why is it necessary for thee to change position,
that is, join thyself to the Orthodox ? If thou
hast received thy views under the ministry of J.
J. G, is that an evidence that they alone hold
the true doctrine? For my own part, though I
have had serious doubts for some time, as to
whether our Friends have a right understanding
of the character and office of Jesus of Naza-
reth, yet I have as much doubt as to the Ortho-
dox understanding it essentially. Therefore,
unless the path of duty lead thee thereunto, I
hope thou wilt be preserved from changing in
such a way as would seem to manifest instability.
During a visit of a few weeks last winter and
spring in some parts of Chester county, I was
favored with an Insight into that subject, which
I had bLoen longing for, for years; and if thou
wert here, I should love to converse with thee
about it.

‘We had looked somewhat for thee this sum-
mer, and whenever thou feels it in the way of
commission or permission, I hope thou wilt find
a door of entrance into our house. It is cheer-
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ing to find 'thou 'still'feels' an-'interest in the
‘cause of the down-trodden slave.

I now close, and desire thee to write again if
thee feels to do so, as I trust thou wilt never
have any thing to communicate in that way,
which will not be interesting to thy friend,

LETTER XCII.

Plumstead, Sth mo. 10, 1838.
DEar P.: .

It was pleasing to receive an answer to my
last so early as the fifth of this month, and also
-the matter it contained ; and if it were possible

" to receive in writing, or rather to uifiderstand by
writing, the views and sentiments of another as
clearly as they can be conveyed by questions and
answers, I would take this method of comparing
views ; for I have been very desirous of having
the sentiments of a candid Orthodox on the cha-
racter of Christ; but will rather postpone it until
thou comes, which, if thou art ready to do, our
family will all welcome thee, I trust; and I do
not suppose any of thy friends will look much
askance at thee, if thou dost not at them. Isaw
J. and M. Magill since receiving thy last, and
told them of the reception of both letters, but
not of their contents, save what related to the
lectures thou mentioned. I shall let them have
the perusal of both when convenient, which will
probably be on the 18th, as our Anti-Slavery
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meeting takes place on that day, and they at-
tend. I suppose|they will be astonished as much
as our girls were, to hear that P. has turned Or-
thodox. If thou hadst been alittle more explicit
about those lectures, and as to how they were
received by the people, and especially by the
Friends (so called,) it would have been more
gratifying. I cannotsay much about the increase
of interest on the subject of Abolition amongst
the people at large, in this part of the country;
but for myself, slavery appears to be so directly
opposite to the doctrines of the gospel, to sound
policy, and even self-interest of the master, that
it only wants to be seen as it really is, to make
it loathsome in the extreme to every rational
mind. ' :

Thou hast no doubt read:the account of the
transactions in Philadelphia last Fifth month, at
which time the purpose of many was entirely
diverted from its object, in that there was no
place found for the Free-Produce convention to
meet. It now appears there is a call for it again
on the fifth of next month.

My views on that subject have changed de-
cidedly, and it appears quite inconsistent for
Abolitionists to be living on the gain of oppres-
sion ; that while we disavow the principle of
inducing the masters to release the slaves from
motives of interest, we also show by our actions
that we are not influenced by self-interest in pro-
curing the fruit of his unrequited labors, because
it is cheaper than the other.
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I may now tell thee, my sphere of action has
been eonsiderably enlarged since I saw thee ;—
attended Baltimore Yearly-meeting last fall;
also a number, of meetings.in the course of the
winter, a distance from home, and am now pre-

aring to attend Indiana Y early-meeting ; should
‘have been glad of thy assistance, both spiritually
and temporally, if thou had seen it in thy way to
be with us; shall set out, if permitted in the
truth, the fourth of next month, and perhaps not
return till the Eleventh month: Now, in case
thou favors me with another letter, please be a’
.little more explicit, and tell me whether thou at-
tends meeting, where, and how received. With
-unabated love for thee and thy near connexions,
for want of more time, I must conclude, and re-

main thy friend. M.S.

LETTER XCIII.

. - Columbiana Co., O., 12th mo. 16, 1838.

My Dear Hussanp:

Although in the midst of the preparations for
getting away from home there was nothing said
about writing, and the uncertainty of letters
arriving as intended has almost discouraged me,
yet feeling thee, with our dear children, this eve-
ning brought very near, it is with me to commu-

"nicate in this way some of the particulars of our

journey, not doubting that your thoughts have

Jbeen much with us, as mine have been with you.

But I am often reminded that I must resign you
18%
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all, and every thing else that can be taken from
me, seeingthat|alll my efforts_to bring heaven
and earth together, or in .other words, all the
efforts that I have made (which have been many)
to serve the great Master in the way that the
world approves, have been marked by disap-
pointment; and I greatly fear that most, if not
all the difficulties that we have had to. contend
with in our domestic concerns,; are traceable to
this cause ; for I well remember when the in-
Jjunction was impressed upon my mind before I
was settled in life—¢ Seek first the kingdom of
Heaven and the righteousness thereof, and all
things necessary shall be added.”” 'When I re-
member the past, survey the present, or look to
the future, all I can ask for you is the protection
and direction of Divine Providence; all I can
ask for myself, is to become more conformed to
the Heavenly Father’s will. * » *

M. S.

LETTER XCIV.

: Plumstead, 3d mo. 18, 1339,
My Dear P.: -

* * * How is it thou hast not written
tome again? I should like to hear how thon art
getting along with thy (supposed) new faith. I
say supposed, because I can recollect the clear-
ness of thy doctrine on the saving power of gos-
pel love, long since ; and it appears to me the
only change that has taken place in thy mind is,
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that thy understanding has perceived the fact,
that Jesus was the first medium to the world of
mankind for illustrating, both by precept and ex-
ample, the extent, thereof; and.that love be-
coming predominant ‘in ‘man over every other
love or lust, producing entire’ obedience of all
the powers of mind, chastening the aﬁ'ectlons,
subduing the passions and curbing the appetites
" common to the animal nature, is what we call
the new birth, Christ in you, the hope of glory
——the same that subdues the natural will, with
all its runnings to and fro; its anxieties to do
something for the good cause, (professedly;) its
voluntary sacrifices, and its thousands of turnings
and twinings, (serpent like.) This will being thus
surrendered, man comes to see that Christ, the

wer of God and the wisdom of God, worketh
in him, both to will and to do, accordmg to his
own good pleasure.

I fully concur with thee in ascribing falsity to
the expression that is often used, “ that we know
enough ;' and perhaps this mistaken idea ot
knowledge is the gieatest hindrance that pre-
vents our coming to the true knowledge, in that
it prevents our seeking forit. Please write soon
(if thou art not commg in person,) to thy friend

in faith,
M. 8.

How is the great cause of humamty progress-
ing among you? I trustit is gaining ground.
though slowly, here.
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LETTER XCV.
Scottsinille, N. Y., 6th. mo. 24, 1839,

My Dear HusBaND AND CHILDREN: .

» » - - » *  You have
continued to be the companions of my thoughts
from day to day, and an earnest desire for your
preservation, amidst the conflicting cares of busi-
ness, dwells with me so much that my sleeping
hours are often occupied with dreams of an un-
pleasant nature. Whether these things are suf-
fered in order more effectually to wean me from
those objects which cling closer and closer to my
selfish nature, or whether they have their origin
in that sympathy to which our mental constitu-
tion is peculiarly adapted, and which renders us
capable of feeling for, and thus in some measure
bearing, one another’s burthens in the social com-

act and necessary concerns of life, I cannot

lly decide. But thus much I do know : that
feeling to be in my own proper place, I must
leave you all to the superintending care of that
Providence who watched over and preserved me,
long before I was justly sensible thereof.

B - » * T omitted to mention that
we lodged on Fifth-day night at I, Post’s, in Ro-
chester. He and his wife were with us next day
at B. Reighneif’s. They are decided Abolition-
ists. Friends where we have been, with a very
few exceptions, practice, as far as they can, on
the principle of abstinence from the products of
slave labor. They appear much mcre engaged,
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the west as we passed the meeting-house am
turned towards Joseph Walker’s, which is withi
call thereof.''Have' spent the evening partly i
listening to a written account of his son Isaac, !
young man twenty-five years of age, who de
ceased two weeks since; and partly in conversing
on the responsibility that rests upon mortals for
the right occupation of the time and talents with
which they are blessed. May my dear childres
be made duly sensible thereof.in early life, is my
grayer for them ; and this can only be -effected
y the all-powerful influence of divine love,
. drawing the mind to the great fountain or source
" of Good, and then givingit an understanding of
the things that make for peace. My mind
felt solemnized this afternoon, and this text o
Scripture has several times run through it : “Let
not him that putteth on the harness boast himself
as him that putteth it off.”” There is consolatio
felt in knowing that all pertaining to this workd,
even to my dear family, has been given upor
the present occasion, for the sake of, and in the
hope of, the gospel of Jesus Christ. * ® 5 !
M.S.

LETTER XCVII.

_ 9th mo. 28, 1839.
My Dear HussanD : ‘

» * - * Attended Select meeting
Mourning and lamentation was the languagec
some of the members. For my part I felt nc
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thing like it. The cloud that had rested on the
tabernacle before me, on the way, being re-
moved, I saw the way open, and read the posi-
tive, thoaghi'persuasive language : * Speak to my
le, that they go forward.” * &  *
esterday received a letter from home, the
contents of which, excepting the part relating to
mother, were very gratifying. I have always
had'a strong desire (if it might be permitted,)
to be with her and have the care of her in her
last days, and especially if she became helpless;
. 80 that the intelligence of her increased debility
is very afilicting. But I do not see that I can do
* otherwise, situated as I am, than to attend to the
concern, by which I was constrained, after
* weighing all the probable and apparent conse-
" quences, to leave them in that Hand upon which
¢ I felt, and still feel, to lean for support. Give
.- my kind love to her. 1 trust she will be well
attended to, and well satisfied where she is. The
accounts of my children and domestic concerns
are a renewed confirmation that they are much -
better without me than when I am at home and
not in my right place. * * * .

TR PP W T T Y T

9tH Mo. 30.—The Yearly-meeting convened.
Priscilla Cadwallader took a seat by my side, ra-
ther late, not being able to leave her bed long
at a time. A view of the great and only diffi-
<ulty that stands in the way of our getting along
aright under every circumstance, being the un-

subjected will of man, presented before me, upon



216 LETTERS OF

which I arose, and as the subject enlarged, em-
bracing the Yearly-meeting and its concerns,
relieved my mind, and thus cleared my own way
in a few 'expressions’;-after which, Priscilla ex-
pressed her unity, and continued enlarging on
the same subject, in the same powerful manner
that we have heard her in times that are past.
Her ministry had at this time, as at others, the
tendency to turn my thoughts directly inward,
to examine my own standing. There is a great
deal that we hear amongst us, in the line of the
ministry, that leads the mind around the con-
tracted circle of our Society, without seeming to
give it one glimpse of light beyond. There is
another kind, (which we hear too little of,) that
expands it in light and love to the utmost bounds
of the habitable globe. Of these three kinds,
the first and the last are to mec the true gospel
ministry. "The other may have its use, for aught
I know, as one of the preparatory means of Di-
vine Providence in instructing the minds of some,
but I fear it is greatly impeding the individual
progress of many. Priscilla left immediately
after speaking, informing us that her heaith
would not permit her remaining. After the mi-
nutes for Miriam and myself were read, it was
proposed that “if the Friends had a desire to go
into the men’s meeting, the way was open”—
which paved the way for what occurred to me,
as a requisite step. Accordingly, accompanied
Lydia Plummer, and relieved my mind, without
occupying much time. This session of the
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where ; and that because of the many counter-
acting circumstances, all arising out of one cause,
(selfishness,) 'suffering' and' 'sorrow abound, in-
stead of love, joy, peace, &c.; that by a constant
reference to these social feelings in myself, I am
taught to feel with and for the afflicted every
where, and especially for the slave and the slave
mother and wife. * * * bl *

M. 8.

LETTER CI.

Hulfmoon Valley, Centre Co., Pa.,
1st mo. 27, 1840. }
My Desr Huseanp AND CHILDREN:

. .- . » * 1 suppose
you may again be looking for us home ; therefore
feel somewhat for your disappointment. As to
myself, having become inured thereto, happily,
in this thing my neck is bent to the yoke; aud
though, one week since, I imagined (for it has
proved nothing but imagination) that we should
get home on First-day next, yet now am left to-
tally uncertain as to the time that we may arrive.
All the meetings that were before me when 1
set out, still stand as they did, and most likely
we will remain and take them. My prayers are
that we may all profit by these things. Hitherto,
there has not been one step of my movements
during this journey, that I could have bettered;
and by watching as hitherto, from day to day,
trust 1 shall return to you in peace. That the
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past eleven, she passed away with perfect se-
renity, as one in a deep sleep ; not a muscle of
the face moval, nor a limb quivered. Thus an-
other of the links. of that chain which binds a
parent’s heart to earth is’brokén. * * .
M. S.

LETTER CIII.

Solebury, 12th mo. 17, 1840.

DEear BROTHER :

I now take up the pen to relieve the anxisty
I suppase thou must have been under for sume
weeks past. The truth i3, I have not been able
to write, havingexhausted my remaining strength.
During our dear child’s last suffering hours, I
found it necessary to enter upon a more active
course of treatment in my own case, which has
been attended with som> further prostration of
strength. I have at all times been able to sit u
Km of the day, and rest comfortably at night. -

ave had no acute pains. Weakness in the back,

and inflammation in the tonsils and glands of the
throat, are the characteristics of my complaint,
with considerable debhility of the nervous system.
Whether these will yield to the Thomsonian
practice, is yet to be seen; but thus far I am sa-.
tisfied with having pursued it, and feel to await
the issue with resignation, which I hope thou wilt
do alsn. I have great cause to be thankful for
the peice of mind and ease of body I have been
blessed with. * LA - .

And now 1 have to advert to a subject of s
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also”’—if we can feel that we are where he is,
that is, if we have that quietness of mind that
will stand amid -all-‘the fluctuating scenes around
us, all is well. I have not time to give thee a
full account of what has transpired. The Yearly-
meeting concluded late last evoning. Ihave had
gese testimof¥ey to bear here, for which I have
»* been repeatedly ¥gbuked by persons who have
. -¢alled upon me at.day lodgings, with the prorosal
that I would sit aribng them in silence. did
not say much. to them ; only reverted to the be-
gimming, when, inforder to enjoy liberty of con-
-* - dcience, Friends” withdrew from other Societies,
“~gnd now. tiére was a disposition with some to
M own testimony, by depriving their fel-
low-members of this privilege. I was content to
‘sm‘{ at home that afterncon, but went next day,
and opened my mind by telling how I had been
admonishzd, and that I would gladly have com-
plied, but love to my Heavenly Father, and duty
to Him, would not permit it. I then directed
them to consider what must be the consequence
of such conduct, and what was the moving cause
thereof. I attended all the future sittings, in
company with Eliza Rotch and Anna Robinson,
two faithful Friends. The archers have shot at
me, the arrows have fallen around me on every
side, but not one has wounded me. M. S.

THE END.
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